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AGAWAM – City council-
ors Monday night defeated 
a proposal from Councilor 
Thomas Hendrickson to allow 
domestic partnerships, some-
thing he proposed to help 
town employees who may be 
in living situations with oth-

er individuals without going 
through the step of getting 
married.

It was a lively crowd not 
just at the regular city council 
meeting, but at the Legislative 
Sub-committee meeting that 
occurred prior to the meeting 
with residents who showed 
up a speak out, mostly against 
Hendrickson’s proposal.

In the second, only Hen-
drickson and new City Coun-
cilor Christine Rickmon, cit-
ing that it would benefit town 
employees, voted in favor of 
the ordinance. Eight council-
ors voted against it, with one 
councilor absent from the 
meeting.

The sub-committee meet-
ing was attended by Mayor 

Christopher Johnson, who 
was not in favor of the pro-
posal. He cautioned the coun-
cilors about the additional 
costs allowing domestic part-
nerships among people who 
are not married to enjoy em-
ployment benefits.

“It would be a substantial 
cost to the taxpayers,” Coun-
cilor Dino Mercadante said 

during discussion.
During discussion on the 

full council floor, a lot of focus 
was placed on two areas.

First, most of the council-
ors were unhappy with some 
of the ambiguous language 
contained in the ordinance, 
including language that sug-
gested that that an individual 
could have more than one do-

mestic partner.
The second issue was sim-

ply over being married versus 
not being married. Several 
councilors who spoke against 
the ordinance believed that 
individuals wanting to enjoy 
the benefits of being married 

Domestic partnership ordinance defeated

Last Friday, Mayor 
Christopher Johnson visited 
Granger Elementary School 
and made a presentation 
to students there about 
the history of the Town of 
Agawam. He engaged with 
the students and showed 
them historical artifacts 
from the town’s past.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Mayor 
brings 
history 

lesson to 
Granger

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – While there is 
some town responsibility on 
main arteries or near schools 
where students, homeown-
ers or tenants, where appli-
cable, are responsible for 
snow removal on sidewalks 
that are in front of the prop-
erty they occupy.

According to the munic-
ipal code for the Town of 
Agawam, Chapter 155, Sec-
tion 10 lays out the respon-
sibilities of residents and the 
town as it relates to snow 
and ice removal.

Mayor Christopher John-
son, earlier this week, asked 
for the townspeople’s help 
as the Department of Pub-
lic Works continues to chip 
away at snow removal and 
snow pile mitigation efforts 
throughout the community.

On Sunday, Jan. 25, the 
town was dumped with near-
ly two feet of snow. Johnson 
last week said the town has 
two-thirds less the addition-
al manpower in the form of 
contract plow drivers. They 
were typically charged with 
plowing and clearing up 
smaller side streets and rural 
areas. Town plows typically 
handle the larger main roads.

With less manpower and 
the massive snowfall the 
town received, it took plow 
crews longer to snow cleared 
on side streets. Crews worked 
feverishly, but found them-
selves working to play catch 
up all last week, including 
with snow removal using a 
large snowblower.

According Chapter 155-

10, “The tenant or occupant 
and, in case there is no tenant 
or occupant, the owner or 
persons having the care of 
any estate abutting upon any 
street, lane, court or square 
within the town where there 
is a sidewalk which now is 
established or set apart as 
such shall remove, within 24 
hours after the ceasing to 
fall, any snow thereon.

Additionally, ice removal 
or intervention is the respon-
sibility of the residents as 
well, as described by another 

subsection.
“The owner or persons 

having the charge of the es-
tate abutting upon such side-
walk to cause such sidewalk 
to be made safe and conve-
nient for transit by remov-
ing the ice therefrom or by 
covering the same with sand 
or some other suitable sub-
stitute within 24 hours after 
such sidewalk shall become 
so encumbered.”

According to the code, 

Town officials looking for sidewalk 
to be cleared in residential areas
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Town officials are calling on residents to get their sidewalks 
cleaned up as soon as possible.

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Veterans Services Office is 
now taking nominations for 
a brand-new veterans’ mon-
ument at School Street Park.

Last year, Mayor Christo-
pher Johnson worked with 
the Veterans Service Office 
to move the Veterans Memo-
rials and the memorial green 
from its old location in front 
of Phelps Elementary School 
off Main St., to new space 
adjacent to the band shell at 
School Street Park.

On Veterans Day last year, 
the first ceremony at the new 
green was held. However, the 
town was still putting the 
finishing touches on the new 
memorials.

Late last week, the Veter-
ans Service Office requested 
help from residents to honor 
the newest veterans at the 
new location.

“Since our inception, it has 
been our mission to honor all 
local heroes by memorializ-
ing their names on a bronze 
plaque on their monument 
of conflict,” the office stat-
ed. “This has meant that we 
needed to gather funds in 
order to achieve these wor-
thy goals. Over the last sev-
eral years, we have received 
generous donations from an 
anonymous donor, The Mas-
sachusetts SCHRAB grant, 
The West Springfield Fish/
Game Club, and The West-
field Marine Corps League 
that has brought us over the 
finish line. We are now ready 

to erect our fifth and newest 
monument. While we did get 
a brand new space, with many 
upgrades to our new location, 
our quest is not yet complete.

“This adventure has taken 
us much longer than we an-
ticipated, but we are in the 
next stage of this process; 
name gathering. We need 
your assistance. Please read 
the requirements carefully to 
see if you or a family member 
qualifies for consideration of 
name placement. We realize 
some of our brave veterans 
have passed away. please sub-
mit an application, copy of 
DD2t4 (or service records), 
and proof of campaign/
conflict/operation on their 
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Recent veterans invited to be part of new memorial monument

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

With the opening of the new veterans memorial at School Street Park, a new monument is being 
erected and recent veterans are invited to have their names placed on it. The new memorial 
monument is set to be erected this year.

VETERANS  ❙   page 10
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90 Avocado St., Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE

BEEF SHAVED STEAK

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$799

lb

CUT
FREE

USDA INSP. 
SUPER STEAK
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF TOMAHAWK
RIB EYE STEAK
$1399

lb

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURG PATTIES
80% LEAN

SUPER GAME SAVINGS!SUPER GAME SAVINGS!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH SLICED IN OUR DELI
FULLY COOKED 
TEXAS BBQ 
SMOKED BEEF BRISKET ...

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ................................
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CUT FREE .............

$179
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK 
SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ...........

$188
lb

$499

USDA INSP. 
HARDWOOD SMOKED
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE PIT HAM .................
USDA INSP. 
COOKS 
1/2 SPIRAL HAM .................

$366
lb

$119lb

$277
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES .....................

$266
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST ....................

$349
ea

USDA INSP.  FROZEN

HILLSHIRE FARM
POLSKA KIELBASA
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

FULLY COOKED
ROASTED CHICKEN WINGS
JUST HEAT WITH YOUR FAVORITE SAUCE lb

$299

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .............

$169
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

PARTY CUT 
CHICKEN WINGS 5 LB BAG ......... $160

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 OZ ea

$499

WHOLE 
OR HALF

20 COUNT BOX20 COUNT BOX

$1569
ea

$1999
ea

3 OZ3 OZ 4 OZ4 OZ

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS •
★ GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY ★

438 Springfield Street   AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS
To Be Sold On The Premises

★ (16) UNIT ★
TWO STORY 

APARTMENT BUILDING
“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO ALL AMENITIES”

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein

Of the firm of Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee

Terms Of Sale: $25,000.00 Deposit is Required at Time of Auction in Certified Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.

 Features:
• (16) Unit Apartment Building • ±20,909 S/F (0.48 Acres) Of Land •
• (16) One Bedroom Units: w/ Kitchen, Living Room & Full Bath •
• All Units w/ Electric Heat • A/C Wall Units • Carpeted & Vinyl Flooring •
• Basement • Brick Exterior • Paved Parking for ±23 Vehicles •
• Public Water & Sewer • Zoned Business-A • Assessor’s ID: H14-11-14 •
• Hampden County Registry of Deeds: Book 22974, Page 571•

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!

AGAWAM – Our Winter 
Reading Challenge has be-
gun, but it’s not too late to 
join and earn raffle tickets to 
enter to win prizes! The Win-
ter Reading Challenge goes 
through Feb. 21. The last day 
to enter to try to win prizes is 
Saturday, Feb. 21. Track your 
reading, and earn your raf-
fle tickets at agawamlibrary.
beanstack.org. We are also 
challenging the communi-
ty to log a combined total of 
1,500 hours of reading. So far 
we’ve logged a cumulative 
154 hours. We need everyone 
to work together to meet this 
goal.

During the winter months, 
any closings or late openings 
will be reported to local TV 
stations 22 and 40, as well 
as their websites. Inclement 
weather closings or delays 
will also be posted on our so-
cial media platforms. If you’re 
unsure, call ahead at 413-789-
1550 ext. 3.

Below is an alphabetical 
list of programs and activities 
for February. Some activities 
require registration. To regis-
ter go to agawamlibrary.org 
or call 413-789-1550 ext. 3.

Art and Stories - 
For ages 3 – 5 

Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 9:30 a.m. - 
Drop-in. 

Join us for a short story 
time followed by an art proj-
ect. We will explore simple 
art concepts and experiment 
with materials. Please wear 
clothing that can get messy! 

Baby Story Time - 
For birth – 18 mo. 

Thurs. February 5 and 19 at 
9:30 a.m. - Drop-in. 

Join us as we learn a little 
American Sign Language, 
read stories, sing, & play to-

gether. 
Chip Challenge 
- For grades 3-4 

Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. - 
Registration is required
Which chip reigns su-

preme? Come participate in 
a chip taste test challenge to 
determine the best flavor! 

Chip Challenge - For 
grades 5-6 

Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 7 
p.m. - Registration is required 

Which chip reigns su-
preme? Come participate in 
a chip taste test challenge to 
determine the best flavor! 

Family Take and Make 
Crafts - For all ages 

First Day of the Week and 
Thursdays - While supplies 
last - Drop-in and pick up.
A new Take and Make 

craft will be available the first 
day of each week and again 
on Thursdays. Feb. 5: Heart 
Bracelets Feb. 9 and 12: Cor-
gi Heart Balloon Craft Feb. 17 
and 19: Chinese Paper Lan-
terns Feb. 23 and 26: Movable 
Horse Puppet

Grow, Play, and Learn 
- This program is provided 
by Pathways for Parents. 
Wednesdays & Fridays 

Ages 0-2 at 9:30 am 
Ages 3-5 at 10:30 am - 

Drop-in. 
Stories, songs and skill 

building, led by an Early 
Childhood Developmental 
trained staff member, guiding 
caregivers in strengthening 
interactions with their child. 

Music with Mr. Liam - 
All Ages 

This program is provided by 
Pathways for Parents. 

Saturday, Feb. 21 at 9:30 a.m. 
- Registration is required

Join us for an energetic 
show filled with drums, the 
ukulele, puppets, and come-
dy as Mr. Liam (Liam Hurley) 
plays old favorites & silly par-
odies! 

Open Lego Building - 
For grades 1-4 

Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 4:30 p.m. - 
Registration is required
Show off your Lego build-

ing skills! Use Legos to build 
something awesome. Cre-
ations will be put on display 
in the Children’s Room. 

Pre-K Pals - For ages 2 - 5 
This program is provided 
by Pathways for Parents.
Mondays in February at 11 

a.m. - Registration is required
There will be no class on 

Monday, Feb. 16. Each week, 
we will focus on an area of 
development and provide 
fun activities to support your 
child to learn through play. 

Special Saturday Drop-In 
Craft: Snail Craft - 

For All Ages 
Saturday, Feb. 28 

All Day - While supplies last - 
Drop-in & pick up.

Kids can build the snail’s 
body and decorate its purple 
shell with brightly colored 
hearts.

Stroller Strides with 
FIT4MOM - For parents & 
their child ages 1 month - 

10 years old 
Saturday, Feb. 7 at 9:30 a.m. - 

Registration is required 
This program is brought 

to us by FIT4MOM. Stroll-
er Strides is a 60-minute 
total-body workout with 
strength, cardio, and core 
training, all while engaging 
the little ones in a stroller.

Tea Party Story Time - 
For grades K-2 

Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 6 
p.m. - Registration is required

Come dressed to impress 
for our tea party! We’ll have 
stories, songs, a craft and 
light refreshments! (Resched-
uled from January)

Teen Advisory Board –
 For grades 7-12 

Wednesday, Feb. 11 
from 6 to 7 p.m.

Make plans for teen li-
brary programs and the Teen 
Space, and eat pizza! Mem-
bers of the Teen Advisory 
Board can earn community 
service hours for their par-
ticipation. If you‘d like to join, 
contact Evan at edelano@
agawamlibrary.org or 413-
789-1550 extension 3. 

Teen After-School 
Drop-In – 

For grades 9-12
Tuesdays, February 3, 10, and 

24 from 2 to 3 p.m.

Stop by the library after 
school and visit the Activi-
ty Room. Play our Nintendo 
Switch, try out the air hockey 
table, eat snacks, or just hang 
out! No registration neces-
sary. There is no Drop-In on 
Feb. 17

Teen Dungeons and 
Dragons – For grades 7-12
Thursdays, Feb. 5 and 12, 6 to 
8 p.m., Activity Room Grades 
7-12.  Registration Required 

Stretch your creativity as 
you journey through a mag-
ical world full of beauty and 
danger! Join Dungeon Mas-
ter Anna for 4 sessions of 
dice-rolling, roleplaying, and 
imaginative adventuring. No 
D&D experience? No prob-
lem. This is a beginner friend-
ly program. Feel free to bring 
your own (level 3) character 
sheet with you to the session, 
or use of the pre-rolled ver-
sions that will be available 
when we meet. Register once 
for all 4 sessions. 

Teen Polar Bear Scaven-
ger Hunt – For grades 7-12 

Monday, Feb. 2 - Saturday, 
Feb. 14 Grades 7-12 

Complete the scavenger 
hunt in the Teen Space and 
enter a raffle for a chance to 
win a cozy throw blanket.

Teen Take and Make Craft – 
For grades 7-12

Available now. Grades 
7-12 Stop by the Teen Space 
to pick up a Take and Make 
Craft kit. They’ll be available 
until we run out of supplies. 
No registration necessary

Teen Trivia Thursdays – 
For grades 7-12,

February 5, 12, and 26 
from 2 to 3 p.m., 

Visit the Teen Space and 
answer a trivia question to 
get a small prize. There is no 
Trivia on Feb. 19. 

Teen Winter Pride Meet-up 
– for grades 7-12

Saturday, Feb. 7 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m., Activity 

Room Grades 7-12 
Celebrate LGBTQ+ Pride 

all year round. Mark your cal-
endars for our Winter Pride 
Meetup. We’ll be playing a 
Pride trivia game. There will 
also be snacks and crafts 
available. Registration on our 
website is optional, but ap-
preciated. All are welcome, 
whether or not you’ve regis-
tered. 

Join us as we read stories, 
sing and play together. 

For more information 
about any of these programs, 
or to register, go to agawam-
library.org, or call 413-789-
1550 ext. 3. We hope to see 
you soon at the library.

Programs and activities for kids, 
teens at the Agawam Library

FEEDING Hills – Feed-
ing Hills Congregational 
Church invites the commu-
nity to join us for a Church 
Cupboard Open House on 
Feb. 14 at 9 a.m. Stop by and 
visit to see the Cupboard, 
learn about what we do, 
drop off a donation, sign up 
for a future food drive and 
enjoy refreshments!

A year ago, the Church 
decided to open the Church 
Cupboard, a place where 
anyone in need could come 
once a month to receive sup-
plemental food.  The congre-
gation hoped that it would 
become a true community 
endeavor. Thanks to the 
support of many local orga-
nizations and individuals, 
it has become just that. The 
Cupboard serves more than 
50 households, made up of 
108 individuals, 33 of whom 
are children. 66% of those 
served reside in either Aga-
wam or Feeding Hills. Please 

reach out and support the 
following organizations, as 
they truly make our com-
munity a great place to live 
and work: The Agawam Ro-
tary Club, the Agawam Li-
ons Club, Hope Community 
Church,  the REALTOR® As-
sociation of Pioneer Valley, 
The Agawam Garden Club, 
the Hampden County 4-H 
Fair Association, Roots Soc-
cer League, Agawam Soccer 
Association, the Agawam 
Public Library, the Parish 
Cupboard, ACE Precision, 
Banana Composting, the 
Peace Valley Foundation, 
and the Department of Vet-
erans, along with countless 
individuals. To date, more 
than 4,550 food or self-care 
items have been distributed 
to those in need. Call 786-
5061 for more information.

Please celebrate with us 
on Feb. 14, as we continue 
to love and serve our neigh-
bors

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Public Library is honored to 
once again welcome pieces 
from Rick’s Place in the main 
floor gallery walls and cases. 
The exhibit is titled “Colors 
of Grief: Shades of Love and 
Loss.” 

Originally created in rec-
ognition of Children’s Grief 
Awareness Month and dis-
played at the William Blizard 
Gallery at Springfield Col-
lege, this exhibit continues 
its journey by highlighting 
the ways love endures be-
yond loss. Through artwork 
created by children, teens, 
and adults participating in 
Rick’s Place grief support 
programs, the display ex-
plores themes of love, re-
membrance, connection, 
and the ongoing bonds we 
carry with those who have 
died.

February is often associ-
ated with love and relation-
ships, and this exhibit invites 
viewers to consider love in 
its many forms - including 
the love that remains after a 
death. The artwork reflects 
how grief is not only about 
what was lost, but also about 
what continues: memories, 
traditions, and meaningful 
connections that shape our 

lives moving forward.
The exhibit will also fea-

ture a curated selection of 
children’s and adult grief-re-
lated books, offering visitors 
additional opportunities for 
reflection, learning, and sup-
port.

Rick’s Place is a nonprofit 
organization based in Wil-
braham that provides free 
peer grief support programs 
for children, teens, and fam-
ilies grieving the death of a 
parent, caregiver, or sibling. 
Programs are offered at no 
cost and create space for 
connection, understanding, 
and hope. More information 
is available at ricksplace.org 
or call (413) 279-2010.

Visitors are welcomed 
to explore these art exhibits 
throughout February during 
the regular hours of the li-
brary.

The library will be closed 
Feb. 16 for Presidents Day. 
Any questions about the ex-
hibits can be routed to the 
Information Desk at 413-
789-1550 x4. Please contact 
Adult Services Library As-
sociate, Erica LeFebvre at 
(413) 789-1550 x8858 or ele-
febvre@agawamlibrary.org if 
you are interested in display-
ing artwork at the library.

HOLYOKE – The Hiber-
nians of Hampden/Hamp-
shire Counties and Ladies 
Order invite the public to at-
tend Irish Night in Holyoke 
2026 on Feb. 28 at the Log 
Cabin 500 Easthampton Rd. 
Holyoke, Mass. Doors open 
at 5 p.m. and dinner is at 
6:30 p.m.

The night will feature 
the Keohane and Kenneally 
Irish-American band and 
a corned beef and cabbage 
dinner with ribs. The price 
is $50 per person and va-
let parking services will be 

available.
For reservations by Feb. 

24 call Joe O’Connor at 413-
627-7148, or Fran Hennessey 
at 413-785-5687 or online at 
eventbrite.com.

Additional entertain-
ment by the Cassin School of 
Irish Dance and Piper Matt 
O’Connor. The night is in 
memory of Hibernian Dan-
iel P. Curran and will bene-
fit the Maurice A. Donahue 
Memorial Scholarship.

The Hibernians wish a 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to 
all.

Irish Night 2026 - Feb. 28

FHCC Cupboard open 
house set for Feb. 14

Exhibit from Rick’s Place at 
the Agawam Public Library

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH at 1:00 P.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS •
★ GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY ★

873 Springfield Street   AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS
To Be Sold On The Premises

★ (28) UNIT ★
TWO STORY 

APARTMENT BUILDING
LOCATED ON

THE CORNER OF SPRINGFIELD & HIGHLAND STREETS

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein

Of the firm of Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee

Terms Of Sale: $25,000.00 Deposit is Required at Time of Auction in Certified Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.

 Features:
• (28) Unit Apartment Building • ±22,216 S/F (0.51 Acres) Of Land •
• (20) Studio Units: Open Concept w/ Living Room/Bedroom, Kitchen & Bath •
• (8) One Bedroom Unit: w/ Kitchen, Living Room & Bath •
• All Units w/ Electric Heat • A/C Wall Units • Carpeted & Vinyl Flooring •
• Basement • Brick Exterior • Paved Parking for ±30 Vehicles •
• Public Water & Sewer • Zoned Business-A • Assessor’s ID: G11-2-9 •
• Hampden County Registry of Deeds: Book 20566, Page 409 •

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!



February 5, 2026    ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 3

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH at 1:00 P.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS •
★ GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY ★

21 Dwight Street   AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS
To Be Sold On The Premises

★ (22) UNIT ★
TWO STORY 

APARTMENT BUILDING
KNOWN AS “THE WALNUT HILL APARTMENTS”

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein

Of the firm of Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee

Terms Of Sale: $25,000.00 Deposit is Required at Time of Auction in Certified Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.

 Features:
• (22) Unit Apartment Building • ±29,621 S/F (0.68 Acres) Of Land •
• (22) Efficiency Units w/ Bedroom, Living Room, Kitchen & Bath •
• All Units w/ Electric Heat • A/C Wall Units • Basement • 
• Brick Exterior • Azek Decking • Paved Parking for ±24 Vehicles •
• Public Water & Sewer • Zoned Residence B • Assessor’s ID: J16-2-7 •
• Hampden County Registry of Deeds: Book 25173, Page 472•

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS •

49 North Street     AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS
To Be Sold On The Premises

★ (8) UNIT ★
SINGLE STORY

APARTMENT BUILDING
WITH ON-SITE PARKING FOR ±10 VEHICLES

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein

Of the firm of Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee

Terms Of Sale: $25,000.00 Deposit is Required at Time of Auction in Certified Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.

 Features:
• (8) Unit Apartment Building • ±13,939 S/F (0.32 Acres) Of Land •
• (6) One Bedroom Units w/ Bedroom, Living Room, Kitchen & Bath •
• (2) Two Bedroom Units w/ (2) Bedrooms, Living Room, Kitchen & Bath •
• All Units w/ Electric Heat • Slab Foundation • Wood Shingle Exterior •
• Carpeted & Vinyl Flooring • Parking for ±10 Vehicles • Public Water & Sewer •
• Zoned Business-A • Assessor’s ID: I14-4.4 •
• Hampden County Registry of Deeds: Book 23653, Page 186 •

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!

AGAWAM – On Wednes-
day, Feb. 11, the Agawam 
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans will host Diane Cas-
well Christian, known for 
her artistry in felting.

The demonstration will 
take place at the ACAA’s 
monthly meeting at the 
Agawam Public Library, 
750 Cooper Street, Aga-
wam, beginning at 6 p.m. It 
is open to the public, free of 
charge. 

Christian lives and 
teaches in Suffield, CT., at 
her Felt Inspiration studio. 

While Christian is also 
an acrylic and oil painter, 
her focus is on felting.

 “Serendipity brought 
felt making into my life at 
a time when I needed to re-
connect with the past and 

find a way to express my 
artistic

Side,” she said.  “The 
softness of the fibers, the 
feel of the soapy water, the 
magic moment when the 
loose fibers become felt ap-
pealed to me.

“It often feels as though 
I am just a facilitator for 
the art as though the piec-
es have their own need to 
be created,” she continued. 
“My landscapes reflect a 
sense of peace: creating 
worlds that invite the view-
er to enter and rest in ma-
terials is very grounding for 
me.”

Further information can 
be obtained by emailing 
Ceil Rossi at tocarefree2@
hotmail.com or by visiting 
www.agawamarts.com.

Felting artist to be featured at ACAA meeting Feb. 11

Felt artists Diane Caswell Christian will be demonstrating her 
work at the next ACAA meeting on Feb. 11.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

HOLYOKE – Holyoke Med-
ical Center announced that 
it is one of the first hospitals 
in Massachusetts to receive 
Advanced Spine Surgery Cer-
tification from DNV. This cer-
tification affirms excellence 
in the treatment of musculo-
skeletal spine and lower back 
problems at The Institute for 
Minimally Invasive Spine Sur-
gery at Holyoke Medical Cen-
ter, led by neurosurgeon Dr. 
Frederik Pennings. The scope 
of the Advanced Spine Sur-
gery Certification is inclusive 
of inpatient, outpatient, and 
same-day elective surgery, 
including minimally invasive 
spine surgery (MISS), proce-
dures.

“We are proud to be one 

of the first hospitals in Mas-
sachusetts to achieve DNV’s 
Advanced Spine Surgery Cer-
tification. This is yet another 
example of the commitment 
we have to providing our 
community with the best 
possible care,” says Spiros 
Hatiras, President and CEO 
of Holyoke Medical Center. 
“Achieving advanced certifi-
cation validates all the effort 
we have put into this program 
since opening in April of 2023 
to ensure the health and safe-
ty of our patients.”

The DNV Advanced Spine 
Surgery Certification require-
ments are informed by the 
ERAS® Society Lumbar Spi-
nal Fusion and Orthopaedic 
guidelines, the guidelines of 

the North American Spine 
Society, and relevant require-
ments of the CMS Conditions 
of Participation for Hospi-
tals. The certification also 
incorporates a Quality Man-
agement System to develop, 
implement, and maintain an 
ongoing system for measur-
ing, monitoring, and manag-
ing quality and patient safety 
to continually improve the 
care of patients.  

“Achieving Advanced 
Spine Surgery Certification 
demonstrates a commitment 
to excellence,” says Kelly Proc-
tor, President of DNV Health-
care USA Inc. “And, it helps 
demonstrate to your com-
munity that you are perform-
ing at the highest level.”

AGAWAM – Here are 
some upcoming activities 
happening at the Agawam 
Senior Center. Some require 
registration or confirmation. 
Information in the details 
below:

Memory Café 
A memory café is a wel-

coming, social gathering 
for people with memory 
loss (like dementia or Alz-
heimer’s) and their family, 
friends, or caregivers, offer-
ing a safe, stigma-free space 
for connection, enjoyment, 
and support through activ-
ities like music, art, games, 

and conversation, focus-
ing on abilities rather than 
limitations. These informal 
get-togethers provide a pos-
itive environment to make 
friends, share experiences, 
and reduce isolation, often 
featuring facilitated pro-
grams in community settings 
like libraries or coffee shops.  

Cherished Memory Café 
held on Feb. 10 from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. in the Seminar 
Hall. We will limit it to 5-6 
families participant meaning 
one person with Alzheimer’s 
and one caretaker. Sign up 
is required. Please call the 

senior center at 821-0604 to 
register.

Trivia with Cindy and 
Kristina

Tuesday, Feb. 10 at 5:30 
p.m.

Candid Conversations 
with Cindy and Kristina

Wednesday, Feb. 11 at 
12:30 p.m.

Join Cindy and Kristina in 
the dining room at 12:30 p.m. 
to chat about what is work-
ing for you at the Senior Cen-
ter ~ what you love, and what 
you want to have happen. 

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Senior Center is ex-
tremely excited to offer this 
potentially ‘life saving class” 
to our staff and any senior 
interested in joining us. On 
Friday, Feb. 20 from 1 to 3 
p.m. in the Veterans Hall 
we will be offering CPR and 
AED training with Marsha 
Chappel from Baystate Hos-
pital. Marsha is the certified 
AED and CPR trainer at 

Baystate Hospital and has 
kindly offered her training 
to the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter. The cost is a $20 dona-
tion due on the day of the 
class, all monies collected 
on that day will be donated 
to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. If you are interested 
in joining this class, Please 
call Kristina at 413.726.2836 
to reserve your spot. Spaces 
will be limited to 25.

HOLYOKE – Wistariahurst 
Museum is seeking artist sub-
missions for the Fourth An-
nual Women’s History Month 
juried art showcase for the 
month of  March. This year, 
the theme is women’s labor 
and community.

“Liberty and Labor” is an 
exhibit that corresponds with 
Massachusetts’ 250th anni-
versary and Liberty and the 
Learning initiative. This ex-
hibit urges artists to consider 
the efforts women have made 
throughout history through 

labor and community build-
ing. Historically, Women’s 
labor has been undervalued 
and overlooked. Oftentimes, 
the work women have done 
in areas such as homemak-
ing, community building, and 
parenting, has not even been 
viewed as work. “Liberty and 
Labor” aims to highlight these 
efforts, and others, that show-
case the hard work and dedi-
cation of women throughout 
history.

All mediums are welcome 
for submission. Submissions 

are open to anyone who iden-
tifies as a woman and non-bi-
nary artists of any age. Artists 
are welcome to submit 3-4 
pieces, with high-quality im-
ages. Artists can submit their 
work through the online sub-
mission form linked below. 
Submissions are being accept-
ed through Feb. 10.

Wistariahurst is an art-
ist-friendly space that encour-
ages creativity and supports 
the growth of this region’s 
artists. All questions are wel-
come and encouraged. Up to 

five artists will be selected as 
featured artists and will be 
awarded a $100 stipend. This 
program is funded in part by 
a grant from the Holyoke Lo-
cal Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. Submissions are 
accepted through the submis-
sion form: https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS-
f j a H j 4 e i W O E X m R Z n C -
d _ 2 3 W G A 8 W Q AW- 6 o t M 
FLYCFXzH5BUNew/view-
form?usp=publish-editor.

HMC gets advanced spine surgery certification Senior Center announces exciting 
February activities and programs

Women artists wanted for exhibit at Wistariahurst MuseumSenior Center to offer CPR, 
AED training Feb. 20
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Dear Rusty: 
I served in the U.S. Army 

from July 1964 to July 1967. 
Am I eligible for a higher So-
cial Security payment? 

Thank you. 
Signed: 

Vietnam Era Army Vet 

Dear Army Vet: 
Please accept my sincere 

thanks for your military 
service. I believe you are re-
ferring to the “Special Extra 
Credit for Military Service,” 
which has been the subject 
of many published articles. 
That refers to a special So-
cial Security accommoda-
tion available only to those 
who served in the military 
during specific periods of 
time, but it does not add to 
your monthly Social Securi-
ty payment. Rather, it adds 
to your military earnings 
record for the years you 
served, which may or may 
not result in a higher Social 
Security benefit when you 
later claim Social Security.

Here’s how it works in 
your case:

Serving between 1964 
and 1967, if you told Social 
Security of your military 
service when you applied 
for Social Security benefits 
or gave them a copy of your 
DD-214. they would have 
added up to $1,200 per year 
to your military pay record. 
FYI, those who served after 
1966 were automatically 
given earnings credit for 
their military service years. 
However, whether those 
special extra credits would 
affect your monthly Social 
Security benefit depends on 
your lifetime earnings re-
cord when you later claimed 
Social Security.  

When you applied for 
benefits, Social Security re-
viewed your lifetime earn-
ings and used the highest 
earning 35 years of earnings 
over your lifetime (adjusted 
for inflation) to calculate 
your “Primary Insurance 
Amount” or “PIA,” which is 
what you get if you claim 
benefits to start at your 
Social Security full retire-
ment age. If, after your mil-
itary service, you had 35 
or more years of earnings 
which were higher than 
your earnings while serving 
in the military, Social Secu-
rity would have used your 
later higher earning years 
to calculate your benefit, 
and your military earnings 

would not have had an ef-
fect on your Social Security 
benefit. However, if any of 
your military earnings in-
cluding the “special extra 
credits” were among the 
highest over your lifetime, 
then those higher military 
earnings would be included 
when calculating your So-
cial Security benefit.  

So, whether you would 
benefit from these “special 
extra credits for military 
service” depends largely on 
your earnings history after 
you were discharged from 
active duty. If your mili-
tary earnings were among 
the highest earning years 
over your lifetime, and you 
provided SSA with a copy 
of your DD-214 when you 
applied for Social Security, 
then your current SS ben-
efit already includes con-
sideration of your military 
service. FYI, Social Security 
should have asked about 
your military service when 
you applied. If you didn’t tell 
SS about your military ser-
vice when you applied for 
Social Security, or if you ar-
en’t sure, you should contact 
the SSA at 1.800-772-1213 
and ask if you were given 
those “special extra credits 
for military service” for your 
1960s military service years 
when you applied for So-
cial Security. But if you had 
at least 35 years of higher 
earnings after you left mili-
tary service, your current SS 
benefit is already based on 
those later higher earning 
years, and you will not get 
any additional Social Secu-
rity benefit because of the 
“special extra credits” for 
your military service years.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC,

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
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photo-request
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Digital 
Photos
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Am I entitled to more
Social Security as a Veteran?

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to the Agawam Advertis-
er News, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 
or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered 

for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let-
ters will be printed. No letters written by can-
didates supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. If the volume of letters received is larg-
er than the space available in the newspaper, or 
if the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative sam-
ple. No endorsement letters will be printed in 
the last edition before the election. For more 
information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state House, district 
attorney and Governor’s Council during the 
weeks leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In order to 
ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will reporters 
cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertis-
ing in the Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

If you are sick and 
tired of winter, 
and want to get 
the gardening 
season going 
already, why 
not sow some 
onion seeds? 

Onions are 
the first seeds 
I sow each year 
and I always wel-
come this task as 
a true harbinger of spring! 
Many gardeners only know 
of growing onions from sets, 
but you can indeed start 
them from seed, both in-
doors in the garden. 

Read on for more infor-
mation on growing onions 
from start to finish, right out 
of the archives.

First it’s important that 
we “understand the onion,” 
in other words, come to 
know its life cycle. Onions are 
biennial.  

We are all familiar with bi-
ennial flowers like foxglove, 
hollyhock and Canterbury 
bells, who develop foliage the 
first year of their lives and 
bloom and set seed in the 
second, but few gardeners 
today ever experience a bi-
ennial vegetable. That wasn’t 
always the case.  Just visit the 
Freeman Farm at Old Stur-
bridge Village where in the 
summer you will see beets, 
parsnips, onions and more 
in year two of their life cycle, 

complete with seed heads.  
As the seeds ripen, 19th 

century gardeners would 
have stored them away for 
use the following spring.  

So then, if the onion is 
a biennial and its goal is to 
make seeds the second sea-
son of its life, what is it trying 
to accomplish in its first?  Ex-
actly what you and I want:  a 
big bulb!  

The bulb is the food stor-
age unit for the plant during 
its dormancy period- the 
winter between years one 
and two. A big bulb gives 
the second year plant a good 
head start and almost always 
directly relates to increased 
seed production as com-
pared to smaller bulbs.  

For me, understanding 
this concept was one of those 
“ah ha” gardening moments. 
It all really came together 
when I recognized that big 
bulbs are a direct result of 
lush topgrowth.  

Just imagine the green 
part of the plant photosyn-

thesizing, drawing in all of 
that wonderful ener-
gy from the sun and 

turning it into 
a big, fat onion! 

Luckily, we 
g a r d e n e r s 
can provide 
just the right 

conditions for 
lush top growth.

Get an early start  
All onions have a built-

in mechanism that triggers 
“bulbing up” in response to 
warmer temperatures and 
increased daylight hours. 
Likewise, as daylight begins 
to decrease, the onion is cued 
into dormancy. 

If lush tops are our first 
goal, we have to get our on-
ions in early, so that they 
achieve lots of top growth be-
fore being prompted to bulb 
up. Those of us who garden 
in the north choose “long 
day” onions, while southern 
gardeners opt to grow “short 
day” types.  

Long day onions bulb up 
when day length reaches 14-
16 hours per day; short day 
begin at 12-13 hours. If we 
plant short day in our locale 
we’d end up with fat scal-
lions, but not much more, so 
choose accordingly.  

Reputable seed compa-
nies will list the type of onion 
it is next to the variety name, 

Sow onion seeds to get 
the season started

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Editor:
As we closed out 2025, the 

GFWC Agawam Junior Wom-
en’s Club continues to be 
grateful to the community for 
their support. We would like 
to extend our sincere grati-
tude to those who helped us 
this year.

Those who made mone-
tary donations include: West-
field Bank, E.Cecchi Farms, 
Clinical Research Manage-
ment Group (CRMG), Fitness 
First Health Club, Liberty 
Package Store, Murphy’s Pub, 
and OMG. Inc. We also thank 
EB’s (Dine out Give Back) and 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
for their work with us on 
our fundraisers. Thank you 
to the Agawam Garden Club 
for their help with our April 

Meeting project.
We especially want to 

thank the Agawam Cultur-
al Council for awarding us 
a grant that helped with our 
SpringFest 2025 event. 

For 69 years, AJWC has 
been committed to the bet-
terment of our community 
through special projects sup-
porting the GFWC Special 
and Community Service Pro-
grams: domestic and sexual 
violence and awareness, ad-
vocates for children, educa-
tion and libraries, arts and 
culture, environment, health 
and wellness, and civic in-
volvement and outreach. 

The GFWC Agawam Ju-
nior Women’s Club is espe-
cially proud of its continued 
donations. In 2025 The AJWC 

donated $4,571.00 including 
$3,000.00 in scholarship mon-
ies to graduating seniors. In 
2025 the AJWC made in-kind 
donations worth $7,350.00 in-
cluding the purchase of gro-
cery gift cards and Old Navy 
gift cards worth $4,093.00 
through their Holiday Bas-
kets program. This program 
will post a thank you next 
week to their specific donors.

We could not have done it 
without you.

This group of thoughtful 
caring women are always 
looking for new members. 

Check us out on social me-
dia.

Sincerely,
Kathy Mouneimneh and 

Donna Shibley, 
AJWC Co-Presidents

Club grateful for community support

GARDEN  ❙   page 5



February 5, 2026    ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 5

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Native American 

group of N. California
  5. Geological times (Brit. 

sp.)
 10. Tool to remove
 12. Rods
 14. One who renews
 16. They precede C
 18. Chatter incessantly
 19. __ King Cole, 

musician
 20. Insect parts
 22. One from Utah
 23. The world of the 

dead
 25. Singer Redding
 26. NBA legend Nelson
 27. Indicates wrongly
 28. Unhappy
 30. Anger
 31. Dark brown
 33. Some are in kitchens
 35. Made a mistake

 37. Damp
 38. Type of fuel
 40. Actor Damon
 41. What thespians do
 42. One’s mother
 44. Disallow
 45. Swiss river
 48. A banana has one
 50. Philippines lake and 

volcano are two
 52. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
 53. Agave
 55. Journalist Tarbell
 56. One-time tech giant
 57. Indicates upon
 58. Intestinal bacteria
 63. Loose sheaths 

around the spinal 
cord

 65. It goes with nook
 66. A fashion
 67. Very eager to hear 

or see

CLUES DOWN
   1. Witch
  2. Utilize
  3. Writing utensil
  4. Where rockers go to 

work
  5. Subsides
  6. Consume
  7. Greek mythological 

figures
  8. California mountain 

town
  9. Tin
 10. Muse of lyric and love 

poetry
 11. Animates anew
 13. Humorous criticisms
 15. Cool!
 17. Worst
 18. Wet dirt
 21. Designed to be useful
 23. Hebrew unit of liquid 

capacity
 24. High schoolers’ test

 27. Computer device
 29. Indian territory __ 

and Diu
 32. A place to sleep
 34. AI tool
 35. Pass or go by
 36. Indicates a purchase
 39. A digital tape 

recording of sound
 40. More (Spanish)
 43. Disfigured
 44. White (Spanish)
 46. Church building
 47. Georgia rockers
 49. Type of surgery
 51. Much __ about 

nothing
 54. Make by braiding
 59. Local area network
 60. Unit of work or energy
 61. Member of indigenous 

people of Thailand
 62. Liquefied natural gas
 64. Distance to top

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram
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Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!
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In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.
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our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER
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Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.
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Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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WILLIMANTIC, CT – 
Eastern Connecticut State 
University recently released 
its Dean’s List for the fall 
2025 semester, in which 
1,311 students were recog-
nized for maintaining high 
GPAs.

Among them is Max Le-
verson of Agawam, a full-
time first-year who majors 
in Business Administration.

To qualify for Dean’s List, 
full-time students must 
complete a minimum of 
12 credits in letter-graded 

courses with an average GPA 
of 3.5 or higher in the se-
mester. Part-time students 
are eligible if they’ve accu-
mulated 15 or more credits 
of letter-graded coursework 
with an average GPA of 3.5 or 
higher.

BRISTOL, RI – Jacob Bar-
ber, of Feeding Hills, MA 
01030 has been named to the 
Fall 2025 Dean’s List at Roger 

Williams University, in Bris-
tol, R.I. 

Full-time students who 
complete 12 or more cred-

its per semester and earn a 
grade point average of 3.4 
or higher are placed on the 
Dean’s List that semester.

or feature them under ap-
propriate headings.

Choose your method 
There are three ways on-

ions can be grown: by seeds 
sown directly in the garden, 
from transplants started in-
doors, or from sets, which 
are tiny onions. One huge 
advantage of utilizing seeds 
is the variety at your dispos-
al as compared to sets.  

They are also less expen-
sive. Some folks even ar-
gue that onions sown from 
seed store longer.  The rest 
of this article will be devot-
ed to starting onion seeds 
indoors, which is best ac-
complished in late January 
through Valentine’s Day- 
good news for those of you 
itching to get your hands 
“dirty!”

Onion seeds are sown 
indoors in small flats filled 
with moist soilless growing 
medium. Spacing can be a 

little closer than prescribed 
for outdoor germination, 
with sowing at ¼” apart. 
The use of heat mats set at 
72 degrees is helpful, but not 
entirely necessary; regular 
room temperatures will also 
encourage sprouting. 

Supplemental lighting is 
vital, however, so that the 
onions grow straight and 
strong. Once onions are up, 
thin seedlings ½” to 1” apart 
from one another – onions 
hate competition, so this 
step is important!  

I generally cut out the ex-
tras using scissors, right at 
the soil line so as not to dis-
lodge the roots of those we 
are growing on. As the seed-
lings continue to grow, keep 
them trimmed at 3” tall; this 
will encourage strong roots 
and a straight, bulky plant.  

About a month prior 
to the last frost, the trans-
plants should be hardened 
off for a week by gradually 
acclimatizing them to out-

door conditions. When they 
are ready, seedlings are sunk 
into 1” furrows 3-4” apart 
and watered carefully; they 
can be protected from sun 
and wind off and on for the 
first week should it seem 
necessary; here a floating 
row cover supported by wire 
hoops would come in handy, 
but old pots or trays would 
work fine too.  Addition-
al rows should be one foot 
apart.

Stayed tuned for part two 
of this column next week, 
and extra-large onions will 
be yours come fall!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

AGAWAM — Students in 
Agawam High School’s Ad-
vanced Manufacturing pro-
gram, part of the Innovation 
Pathways initiative, success-
fully completed a real world 
engineering design challenge 
in collaboration with local 
manufacturer Governors 
America Corp. (GAC).

The challenge involved 
designing and constructing 
a test fixture for a large elec-
tromechanical actuator, a 
project that required techni-
cal precision, teamwork, and 
adherence to engineering de-
sign standards. They began 
the project with a facility tour 
and hands on introduction to 
actuators and test fixtures at 
GAC, where they received en-
gineering drawings and test-
ing requirements to guide 
their work.

Mayor Christopher John-
son and Chief of Staff Bar-
bara Bard attended the fi-
nal student presentations, 
alongside family members 
and community supporters. 
Wendy Rua of the Agawam 
School Committee praised 
the students’ efforts, stating, 
“Watching them rise to the 
challenge is terrific.”

“Each group went about 
the design very methodically, 
and all the ideas are work-
able.” said Dave Palermo, Se-
nior Manufacturing Engineer 
at GAC, working with their 
engineering and technology 
teacher, Christophe Hues-
tis and the students. “I liked 
that they considered the cost 
to build the design and what 
they saw when looking at fix-
tures at GAC when they vis-
ited. “

“They thought this was 
going to be easy,” said Mr. 
Huestis. “The students soon 
discover they have to ask 
questions, lots of questions. 
They each came to me at 
some point saying, “Oh wait 
– that didn’t work!” So how 
do I do that? “Learning to 
ask good questions is one of 
the best things they all learn.” 
said Huestis. 

Each student came away 
with a favorite part of the 
challenge, some loving de-
sign process, and others the 
modeling and building. They 
all said they never expected 
“so much measuring.”  “The 
presentation was their most 
avoided part of the project, 
said Huestis. “But a necessary 
lesson for an engineer. You 
need to be able to describe 
what you did to others.” 

HOLYOKE — The Holy-
oke Community College 
Foundation is now accept-
ing scholarship applications 
for the 2026-2027 academic 
year. 

The application deadline 
is Friday, March 13, 2026.  

Last year, the HCC Foun-
dation awarded 410 scholar-
ships worth about $364,000 
to 379 incoming, current, 
and transferring HCC stu-
dents. Some students re-
ceived multiple scholarship 
awards. The average schol-
arship award is typically 
around $900.

“The scholarship pro-
gram is the flagship initia-
tive of the HCC Foundation, 
and it reflects the incredi-
ble generosity of our donor 
community,” said Amanda 
Sbriscia, vice president of 
Institutional Advancement 
and executive director of 
the HCC Foundation. “Ev-
ery scholarship tells two 
stories – one of a donor who 
believes in the power of edu-
cation, and one of a student 
whose path forward is made 

possible by that belief.”
Students must be cur-

rently enrolled at HCC or 
have been accepted for the 
upcoming academic year to 
be eligible for scholarships.

Applicants only need to 
fill out a single online form 
to be automatically matched 
with the scholarships they 
are most qualified to receive. 
There are scholarships for 
new students, current stu-
dents and students trans-
ferring to other institutions, 
scholarships based on finan-
cial need, scholarships for 
students in specific majors, 
scholarships for residents 
of certain communities, and 
scholarships that recognize 
academic achievement.

“Last year’s 410 scholar-
ship awards represent 410 
opportunities for students 
to focus on their studies 
rather than financial stress,” 
said Sbriscia. “We’re proud 
to continue this tradition of 
supporting HCC students 
as they work toward their 
goals.”

To view scholarship op-

portunities and begin the 
application process, please 
go to: www.hcc.edu/schol-
arships.

The HCC Scholarship Re-
source Center, on the first 
floor of the Donahue Build-
ing (Room 158), is open 
Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., to help cur-
rent and incoming students 
navigate the process of ap-
plying for scholarships. 

The HCC Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) that works to ad-
vance the college’s mission, 
vision, and values. Found-
ed in 1968 as the Friends of 
Holyoke Community Col-
lege, in response to a dev-
astating fire that forced the 
college to rebuild on a new 
campus, the Foundation 
now manages assets of more 
than $20 million, the largest 
community college founda-
tion endowment in Massa-
chusetts.

Questions should be di-
rected to the HCC Founda-
tion office at 413-552-2182, 
or by email to scholarships@
hcc.edu.

HCC scholarship season open
Leverson makes fall 2025 Dean’s List

Barber earns Dean’s List honors

AHS students complete Advanced 
Manufacturing Design Challenge

Participants in the Advanced Manufacturing program. Shown are (l-r): Apoorv Krisna, Niv Patel, Lucas 
Fillion, Tyler Sarogiou, Michael Bitgood, Sam Preye, Nazar Siarheyev, Matvii Stetsiuk, Wendy Rua, 
Mayor Christopher Johnson, Christophe Huestis, David Palermo. SUBMITTED PHOTO
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AGAWAM – The Holyoke 
High School boys basketball 
team was able to pull away 
late, defeating host Agawam 
65-52 last Friday night. The 
Brownies and Knights played 
a fast-paced physical game, 
and while Agawam kept 
scoring late, Holyoke did not 
stop scoring either, and the 
Knights were able to hold to 
their double-digit lead. Aga-
wam lost its third straight, 
and fell to 7-8 on the season. 
Holyoke picked up just its 
third win of the year, and the 
Knights are 3-9 now.

Knights pull away from Brownies

Left: Gavin Cruz enters the 
paint under pressure.

Right: Aiden Lavelle takes the 
three-point attempt.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Brody Sheehan goes for the one-hand layup.

Trevor Moynihan works around the perimeter.

Michael Dilizia passes on the run.
Dylan Jorgensen heads into the arc looking shoot.

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(16-20-4-2) muscled their 
way past their I-91 rivals, the 
Hartford Wolf Pack (16-21-
4-1), capturing a 4-1 win on 
Saturday night before a sell-
out crowd of 6,793 inside the 
MassMutual Center.

For a second straight 
night, Steve Ott’s team 

got off to a quick start as 
Marc-Andre Gaudet jumped 
up through the slot area, re-
ceived a drop feed from Mat-
thew Peca, and picked the 
glove side on Dylan Garand 
to give Springfield the 1-0 
jump at 6:55 of the first. 

After a 2-for-3 night on 
the power play on Friday, the 
T-Birds man advantage did 

not get off to a strong begin-
ning on Saturday, as back-to-
back penalties brought an 
early end to a Springfield ad-
vantage and, instead, handed 
Hartford a 5-on-3. Brendan 
Brisson cashed in from there, 
one-timing a Justin Dowling 
pass through the wickets of 
Georgi Romanov at 13:20, 
equalizing the score, 1-1.

The T-Birds settled into 
the game as the second pe-
riod began and, once again, 
a blueliner had the tone-set-
ting goal for Springfield as 
Hunter Skinner glided down 
the left circle and snapped a 
bar-down wrister over Ga-
rand’s glove at 3:38 of the 
second, restoring the T-Birds 
lead, 2-1. 

Just over four minutes 
later, Otto Stenberg made a 
savvy play, sneaking behind 
the net to steal a drop pass 
from Garand and setting up 
Dillon Dube for a wide-open 
net at the edge of the crease, 
extending Springfield’s ad-
vantage to 3-1 at 8:13 of the 
period. 

Like Friday night, the 

Springfield defense and 
goaltending locked things 
down in the final period, as 
the penalty kill successfully 
thwarted a pair of Hartford 
advantages, and Chris Wag-
ner added his fourth goal in 
as many games played into 
an empty net with 3:00 re-
maining to seal the T-Birds’ 
second straight win. 

Springfield Thunderbirds get better of Hartford Wolf Pack
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AGAWAM – Last Thurs-
day night, a strong second 
half helped propel Agawam 
High School girls basketball 
to its fourth win of the sea-
son, a 43-21 win over Chicop-
ee Comprehensive. 

In the win, Sophia Laprise 
had 11 points to lead all scor-
ers. Alanna Rose had eight 
points and Carlina Calabrese 
and Isabella Laprise had sev-
en points each. Comp was 
led by Sheyenne Santiago 
with nine points. 

Agawam improved to 4-10 
for the season while Comp 
fell to just 1-13 on the season.

Brownies finish strong against Chicopee Comp

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Sophia Laprise 
hustles down the court.

Above: Maya Gingerhua passes on the run.
Right: Alanna Rose takes a free throw.

Olivia Izzo heads down the court after a defensive rebound.

Above: Isabella Laprise tries to regain her balance as she takes possession of the loose ball.
Right: Carlina Calabrese tries to bring in a rebound.

SOUTH HADLEY – Reg-
istration has opened for the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first 
meeting of 2026 to prepare 
for the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to 
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season, 

the league experimented 
with playing on Mother’s 
Day Saturday as well as a 
weeknight game to allow 
players an opportunity to 
play under the lights. While 
the night games were very 
successful, the Mother’s Day 
Saturday games were rained 
out.

Those elements will re-
turn along with a 16th game 

with an opponent to be 
determine as the league’s 
board explores possibilities 
for interleague matchups 
with another league in the 
region. 

For returning players to 
the league, the deadline is 
Mar. 22 at 12 noon to be reg-
istered for the 2026 season in 
order to be guaranteed a ros-
ter spot. There will be open 

practices for all players but 
specifically targeted at new 
players scheduled for March 
29 and April 4 at times and 
locations to be announced. 
The draft is currently sched-
uled to take place on April 4 
following that practice.

The season is currently 
slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 

league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league in 
September and October this 
season.

The registration is live at 
www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league 
dues via Venmo or contact 
the league leadership if an 
alternate form of payment is 
needed.

Aside from the weeknight 
and Mother’s Day games, 
other games take place Sun-
days at 10 a.m. outside of 
Mother’s Day, Memorial Day 
and July 4 weekends. Play-
offs will be in August.

This is the 30th season for 
the league and league offi-
cials are looking to celebrate 
the anniversary with a cou-
ple of events. 

Registration now underway for Quabbin Valley Baseball League
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser NewsPublic Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

SportsSports

Public NoticesPublic Notices
Agawam 

Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

The Agawam Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, Febru-
ary 12, 2026 at 6:00 PM at the 
Agawam Senior Center, 954 
Main Street, Agawam, MA. 
The purpose of this hearing will 
be to hear the petition of Serge 
Nakhabenko for an Amendment 
to the Order of Conditions for 
the work at 248 River Rd & 56 
Forest Ridge Ln, subject to the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protec-
tion Act.

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

Agawam 
Conservation Commission 

02/05/2026
AGAWAM ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the 
Agawam Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing 
at the Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main St., Agawam, MA. on 
Monday, February 23,2026 at 
6:30PM for all parties interested 

in the request of Arkadzi Tsi-
moshak, who is seeking a Spe-
cial Permit in accordance with 
the Town of Agawam’s Chapter 
114-5 and Chapter 180-55 (35) 
to allow the petitioner to seek a 
Class II auto sales license at the 
premises identified as 371 South 
Westfield Street.

Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson
Agawam Zoning 

Board of Appeals
02/05, 02/12/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0172EA
Estate of: 

Joseph W. Weibel, Jr.
Also Known As: 

Joseph W. Weibel
Date of Death: 12/20/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Pe-
tition of Petitioner Michael R. 
Weibel of Chicopee, MA a Will 

has been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Michael R. Weibel of Chi-
copee, MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Repre-
sentatives appointed under in-
formal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
02/05/2026

WORCESTER – The Rail-
ers are two points richer to-
day thanks to a generous do-
nation by Parker Gahagen.

He turned in one of the 
best goaltending perfor-
mances in team history 
Sunday. Gahagen stopped 34 
shots to blank the Wheeling 
Nailers, 1-0. The victory al-
lowed Worcester to sweep a 
3 in 3 weekend against the 
team with the best record in 
the North Division.

The Railers have won five 
straight games overall. It is 
their longest winning streak 
since they won the first nine 
games of the 2022-23 season.

The game’s only goal was 
scored by Anthony Callin at 
12:05 of the first period. He 
was set up nicely right in 
front by Riley Ginnell, who 
slid a pass to him from be-
hind the goal line. All things 
considered, there seemed 
to be no way that 1-0 score 
would stand up for about 48 
more minutes.

In fact, Wheeling domi-
nated play for the next half 

hour. The Nailers had a 12-5 
edge in shots after one peri-
od, then outshot the home 
team by 15-2 in the second 
period. Gahagen’s goalten-
ding allowed Worcester to 
survive that onslaught.

It was his first Railers 
shutout, the third this sea-
son by a Worcester goalten-
der. It was just the fourth 
Railers 1-0 victory of all time, 
the second ever at the DCU 
Center, the first here since 
Mitch Gillam beat Reading 
on Dec. 17, 2017.

Gahagen was in net for 
his team’s 6-3 victory on Fri-
day night, a match with an 
entirely different feel to it. 
Score almost doesn’t matter, 
Gahagen said, although the 
shutout was very nice.

“My mindset is to keep 
them wherever they are, 
whether it’s zero or two,” he 
added. “Keep them there 
and keep the momentum in 
our favor.”

The whitewash was his 
14th pro shutout cover-
ing three leagues, the AHL, 

ECHL and SPHL. They don’t 
count for any more points 
than a 6-5 game, but they are 
relatively unique.

“It doesn’t happen that of-
ten,” Gahagen said. “A lot of 
factors, a lot of pieces have 
to fall into place. So it is a 
little more special when it 
happens because it doesn’t 
happen that often.”

Gahagen has been good 
wherever he has played but 
there seems to be something 
about the DCU Center. He is 
perfect in seven starts here 
including six wins with the 
Railers and one against the 
Railers, with Reading in Oc-
tober of 2024.

“It takes a lot of patience 
and confidence in their 
game,” coach Nick Tuzzoli-
no said of the triumph, “and 
also understanding that 
their defense can win the 
game. I think that was the 
big lesson. I said to them af-
ter the game — did we have 
our best stuff all night, and 

WEST SPRINGFIELD – 
Last Saturday evening, Aga-
wam High School ice hock-
ey defeated the Chicopee 
co-op team 8-5 at Olympia 
Ice Center. Agawam, which 

had a great offensive effort, 
got a great game from Andy 
Holton and Braden Parrelli 
with three goals each. Chi-
copee was led by Aidan Na-
deau with two goals. Brennan 

Corcoran, Anthony Bonafilia, 
and Owen Buchanan all had 
single goals for the Pacers. 
Agawam is 2-11 while Chi-
copee is 1-10-2.

Brownies offense breaks out, beats Chicopee

Braden Parrelli reaches out to grab the puck. Brady Klinakis tries to pass the puck ahead of pressure.

Nicholas Brown turns toward the goal.Ivan Gonzalez goes after the puck. Jackson LaRivere prepares to take a shot.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Railers score weekend sweep over Wheeling

RAILERS  ❙   page 10



February 5, 2026    ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 9

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to 

Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOW REMOVAL
SNOW REMOVAL

Roof Raking, Small Driveways, Side-
walks Cleaned. Call Tim 413-563-2229.
.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at 
Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 

167 North Spencer Road, Spencer, MA 
has an opening for a 

PART TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on 

experience and related skills .
Requirements: High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  

For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 

at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
 or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

The Town of Huntington
is seeking a part-time Town Hall 

Floater/Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant/

Assistant Town Clerk.  
$20-$22 per hour based on

experience. 15 hours per week. 
Application and complete job description 

are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us 

or by emailing
 admin@huntingtonma.us. 

Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
More information at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

PALMER: 1 BR Apt. 
No Pets/No Smoking. 
BRETON ESTATES

413-283-6940

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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the answer was no.
“That’s not gonna happen 

with a 3 in 3. But when it came 
to crunch time we were able 
to make the right plays and 
be smart and that’s what we 

were able to do.”
This was the third straight 

game in which the Railers 
scored first and they never 
trailed throughout the en-
tire 180 — make that 182-
plus — minutes of hockey. 
They got off to a strong start 

Sunday and given how tired 
both teams were, a wide-open 
game was a definite possibil-
ity.

Callin never thought his 
early one would be the only 
goal.

“I was hoping we’d get 

more of the same,” he said.
Wheeling goaltender Tay-

lor Gauthier was not as busy 
as Gahagen but as the Rail-
ers regained the momentum 
in the third period, Gauthi-
er same excellent saves. He 
wound up with 17 for the day.

This a major step for the 
Railers in their push for a 
playoff berth but they are in a 
pack of teams that are in con-
tention.

“It definitely makes us feel 
good,” Tuzzolino said of the 
sweep, “but it is kind of short 

lived. If you look at our divi-
sion, everybody’s winning.”

If they keep getting the 
goaltending they’ve been 
getting from Gahagen and 
Tristan Lennox, the Railers 
may not win every game, but 
they will have a chance to.

should do just that, be mar-
ried.

Massachusetts was the 
first state in the country to 
allow same-sex marriages, 
which allows for any two in-
dividuals to enter into a mar-
riage regardless of gender.

One Councilor, Robert 
Rossi, voted against the or-
dinance because of how the 
language was presented, but 
sympathized with the con-
cept of domestic partnership.

“People have earned the 
right live the way they want to 
live,” Rossi said. “Sometimes 
marriage is not the right situ-
ation for two people.”

Hendrickson compliment-
ed the town for having won-
derful employees throughout 
all of the various departments 
and the public schools. As 

the sponsor and main pro-
ponent of the ordinance, he 
wanted to see the ordinance 
pass to help town employees 
who want to share their ben-
efits with a domestic partner 
without having to enter into 
marriage.

Rickmon echoed his com-
ments, and said she would be 
willing to support the propos-
al.

Some councilors spoke 
about reasons individuals 
do not get married, many of 
them financial such as stu-
dent loans or other tax situa-
tions.

Councilor Ed Borgatti, 
who said he was in a domes-
tic partnership situation, said 
the ambiguous language was 
a big reason he could not 
support the ordinance at this 
time.

A few councilors suggest-
ed Hendrickson withdraw 
the ordinance and re-submit 
it with some of the language 
modified. Hendrickson de-
clined and the ordinance was 
voted as presented.

Several members of the 
public spoke during public 
comment at the beginning 
of the meeting, also voicing 
opposition to Hendrickson’s 
proposal. Many of them cited 
the costs to the taxpayers as 
their main reason for wanting 
to see the ordinance fail.

One major political stance 
was brought up during the 
discussion, as it was revealed 
that only 13 municipalities in 
the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts have ordinances like 
this, and they were described 
as “far left-leaning” commu-
nities.

ORDINANCE    ❚   from page 1

violations, those who do not 
remove snow can be fined up 
to $25 per day. 

According to the mayor’s 
office, the town has been un-
derstanding of how bad this 

particular storm has been, 
and residents have not been 
getting fined as of early this 
week. Johnson is hopeful 
residents who are respon-
sible for sidewalk snow or 
ice removal will act in short 
order so that fines are not 

necessary. For anyone with 
sand needs, there is a pile 
located behind town hall for 
residents.

Residents are also en-
couraged to help elderly and 
other residents in need of as-
sistance with snow removal.

SIDEWALKS    ❚   from page 1

behalf. Make sure the appli-
cation has a current phone 
number of a family member 
we can call for verification if 
needed.”

There are four require-
ments an individual must 
meet in order to be eligible: 
Their service dates must on 
May 8, 1975 or after, and end 
before Dec. 31, 2025. Second, 
an individual must meet the 
state’s definition of a “veter-
an.” They must be discharged 
under honorable conditions, 
and their home of record 
must be in Agawam or Feed-
ing Hills.

The deadline to submit 
an application May 31 and 
applications can be sent to 
the Agawam Veterans Ser-
vice Office located at 954 
Main St., Agawam, emailed 

to veteranscouncil@agawam.
ma.us, or can be brought to 
the Veteran Services Dropbox 
at 954 Main St., which is the 
Agawam Senior Center. It is 

possible a person is already 
on the Veterans Office’s ap-
proved names list. That can 
be found at www.agawam.
ma.us/296/veterans-services

VETERANS    ❚   from page 1
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The new memorial monument is set to be erected this year.

HOLYOKE – When Val-
entine’s Day arrives each 
February, chocolates, dinner 
reservations, and flowers 
naturally come to mind—
especially flowers, as Valen-
tine’s Day is the biggest day 
of the year for floral sales 
in the U.S., with Americans 
spending nearly $3 billion 
on blooms alone. These ges-
tures are often how we show 
love to others. But what if 
this year, Valentine’s Day 
became just as much about 
showing care and com-
passion for yourself as it is 
about celebrating someone 
else?

Self-love is not a trendy 
buzzword—it’s a founda-
tional element of mental 
and emotional wellness. 
This February, MiraVista 
Behavioral Health Center is 
using the holiday to remind 
us that loving yourself deep-
ly and intentionally is as 
important as any romantic 
relationship. Rather than 
seeing Valentine’s Day only 
as an outward-facing cele-
bration of partners, MiraVis-
ta encourages the commu-
nity to pause, reflect, and 
honor the relationship we 
have with ourselves. 

At its core, self-love 
means giving yourself the 
same compassion, patience, 
and care that you freely 
give others. It means ac-
knowledging your worth 
not because someone else 
validated it, but because you 
recognize it. Mental wellness 
experts agree that this inner 
kindness fuels resilience, 
supports emotional balance, 
and strengthens our abili-
ty to connect with others. 
For example, practices like 
mindful self-compassion 
are shown to diminish harsh 
self-judgment and support 
emotional well-being.

For many, this Valentine’s 
Day is an invitation to shift 
perspective. Instead of fo-

cusing solely on outward 
expressions of love, we can 
look inward and intention-
ally choose to nurture our 
own mental and emotion-
al needs. After all, how we 
treat ourselves sets the tone 
for all other relationships in 
our lives.

Karyn Rossacci, Chief 
Nursing Officer at MiraVis-
ta and TaraVista Behavioral 
Health Centers, knows well 
the connection between 
self-care and overall well-
ness. In her role leading 
nursing practice across the 
behavioral health facilities, 
she has seen firsthand how 
self-attunement can be 
transformative. 

“Self-love isn’t selfish,” 
Rossacci says. “It’s a vital 
part of staying mentally 
well. When we honor our 
own needs—our thoughts, 
emotions, boundaries, 
and health—we cultivate 
strength and clarity that 
radiate outward into every 
part of our lives.”

Rossacci emphasizes 
that self-love doesn’t mean 
perfection or constant hap-
piness. Rather, it’s about ac-
ceptance—recognizing that 
you are worthy of care even 
on your hardest days.

“True self-love begins 
with listening,” she explains. 
“Listen to your body when it 
needs rest, your mind when 
it needs calm, and your 
heart when it needs reassur-
ance. Those are not signs of 
weakness—those are signs 
that you are human and de-
serving of care.”

So just how does one 
practice self-love this Val-
entine’s Day? Here are a few 
tips grounded in mental 
wellness principles:

1. Start with Kind Self-
Talk

Instead of focusing on 
flaws or failures, rehearse 
affirmations that acknowl-
edge your strengths. For ex-

ample: “I am worthy of peace 
and joy.” This shifts internal 
dialogue from criticism to 
compassion. Reinforce all 
those characteristics that 
make you, you and what it is 
you love about yourself. 

2. Prioritize Your 
Well-Being

Schedule time for activi-
ties that restore and nurture 
you—whether that’s a walk 
outside, journaling, meditat-
ing, or simply sitting quietly 
with a warm cup of tea or co-
coa. Making time for these 
things isn’t indulgence—it’s 
self-respect.

3. Set Healthy Bound-
aries

Self-love means protect-
ing your energy. Saying “no” 
to extra obligations when 
you’re overwhelmed is not 
rude—it’s necessary. Re-
specting your limits helps 
prevent burnout and pre-
serves your emotional re-
serves.

4. Connect Authentical-
ly

Reach out to friends, fam-
ily, or a community that sup-
ports you—but do so in ways 
that feel nourishing. Genu-
ine connection matters, but 
it should uplift, not drain, 
your spirit.

5. Celebrate Small Wins
Maybe today you woke 

up on time. Maybe you 
reached out for help. These 
small actions are worthy of 
acknowledgment. Self-love 
happens in the everyday as 
much as in the big moments.

Rossacci reminds us that 
caring for ourselves is not a 
one-day event but an ongo-
ing practice.

“Loving yourself is like 
tending a garden,” she re-
flects. “It needs steady at-
tention, patience, and trust 
that what you’re doing 
feeds growth. Some days 
will bloom beautifully—and 
some days will not. And 
that’s okay. Love remains.”

Love starts with you: MiraVista’s call 
for self-love this Valentine’s Day

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Medical Center will host an 
ongoing bilingual Diabe-
tes Education and Support 
Group for community mem-
bers with diabetes. 

Diabetes education will 
be provided at each meet-
ing with a Certified Diabetes 
Care and Education Special-
ist or member of the HMC 
Endocrinology & Diabetes 
Center team. 

The group will meet every 

Wednesday from 9am – 11am 
in the Holyoke Medical Cen-
ter Medical Office Building 
Conference Room located at 
11 Hospital Drive, 3rd Floor, 
in Holyoke.

“Being educated and hav-
ing a better understanding 
of diabetes enables people 
to be more successful in con-
trolling or even reversing the 
progression of their disease. 
Support group members 
will be able to discuss strug-

gles and solutions they have 
found while managing their 
diabetes with others going 
through similar experiences,” 
said Corina Valvo, RN, BSN, 
CDCES, Diabetes Program 
Coordinator for HMC Endo-
crinology & Diabetes Center. 

For more information or 
questions regarding the Dia-
betes Education and Support 
Group, please contact the 
HMC Endocrinology & Dia-
betes Center at 413.534.2820.

HMC to offer bilingual diabetes  
education and support group

HOLYOKE – Mayor Josh-
ua A. Garcia on Saturday 
assumed the post of Presi-
dent of the Massachusetts 
Mayors’ Association. His ap-
pointment was announced 
at the annual meeting of 
the Massachusetts Munici-
pal Association held at the 
Menino Convention & Exhi-
bition Center in Boston,

Forty-seven of the Com-
monwealth’s 351 munici-
palities are administered by 
mayors. The Massachusetts 
Mayors’ Association, estab-
lished in 1945, helps mayors 
network and share ideas, 
pursue educational opportu-
nities, meet with state lead-
ers and participate in the 

advocacy work of the MMA.
In the role of President, 

Mayor Garcia will plan the 
agendas and lead the month-
ly meetings of the associa-
tion over the course of year.  
He will also continue his 
service on the MMA Board of 
Directors by virtue of his role 
serving as President of the 
Mayors’ Association.  

Adam Chapdelaine, Exec-
utive Director & CEO of the 
MMA said he looked forward 
to working with Mayor Gar-
cia.

“I am excited to have 
Mayor Garcia assuming 
this important role within 
the governance structure of 
MMA. Mayor Garcia is a tire-

less advocate for the needs of 
cities and towns and brings a 
great perspective from West-
ern Massachusetts that will 
serve the association well in 
the year ahead.”

Garcia said he appreci-
ates the opportunity to work 
with the state’s mayors to 
address their common inter-
ests.

“This is an honor and a 
significant opportunity for 
me to share information 
about Holyoke’s experienc-
es and initiatives with my 
fellow mayors, and to learn 
about their strategies to best 
serve their constituents,” 
Garcia said. “We’re all in this 
together.”

AGAWAM – The VIP 
Mayoral Breakfast will be 
held on Mar. 4 from 7:30 to 
9 a.m. at Tansey’s Catered 
Table. The event is put on 
by the West of the River 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The chamber believes the 
breakfast ought to be a cel-
ebration of flavors and a fun 
way to start the day with 
the mayors of Agawam and 
West Springfield. The event 
will feature updates from 

both mayors and questions 
can be submitted to rob-
in@westoftheriverchamber.
com for a Q&A part of the 
event. Go to the West of the 
River’s website to register 
for the breakfast.

HOLYOKE – At a time 
when women are balancing 
rising economic pressure, 
caregiving responsibilities, 
and increasing burnout, 
The Becoming Initiative is 
bringing women together 
for something many say they 
rarely experience. A moment 
to pause, reconnect, and be 
supported. 

On Sunday, March 1, The 
Becoming Initiative will 
host the She Decides Wom-
en’s Empowerment Brunch 
at Wyckoff Country Club in 
Holyoke. The event is expect-
ed to serve more than 200 
women from across West-
ern Massachusetts and will 
launch a yearlong series of 
empowerment and personal 
development programming. 

She Decides was created 
in response to what orga-
nizers describe as a growing 
need for spaces that support 
women beyond the work-
place. Many women are lead-
ing families, contributing to 
the workforce, and holding 
communities together while 
quietly carrying emotional, 
financial, and personal bur-
dens. The brunch creates 
a space where women can 

be seen, supported, and re-
minded of their value. 

Last year’s event sold out 
within two weeks. Attendees 
shared stories of renewed 
confidence, meaningful 
connection, and a sense of 
clarity they had been miss-
ing. The response revealed a 
clear demand for continued 
programming focused on 
growth, leadership, and well-
ness. 

This year’s event will 
serve as a cornerstone fund-
raiser for The Becoming 
Initiative, a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to pro-
viding skill-based training, 
personal development, and 
transformational experienc-
es for individuals at all stag-
es of life. Funds raised will 
directly support workshops, 
community gatherings, and 
leadership focused initia-
tives throughout the year. 

Women attending the 
brunch will participate in 
guided conversation, story-
telling, and moments of re-
flection designed to encour-
age personal growth and 
connection. Organizers say 
the goal is not just inspira-
tion, but impact that extends 

long after the event ends. 
“We created She Decides 

because women are con-
stantly giving to everyone 
else and rarely have space to 
be poured into,” said Nicole 
Polite, Founder and Execu-
tive Director of The Becom-
ing Initiative. “This brunch 
is a reminder that women 
matter, their stories matter, 
and when women are sup-
ported, entire communities 
are strengthened.”

The Becoming Initiative 
is currently seeking com-
munity partners, sponsors, 
and supporters who want 
to invest in women and help 
expand access to these expe-
riences. Sponsorships help 
offset the cost for women 
who may not otherwise be 
able to attend and ensure the 
organization can continue 
its programming throughout 
the year. 

Tickets and sponsorship 
opportunities are now avail-
able. 

For more information 
about the She Decides Wom-
en’s Empowerment Brunch 
or partnership opportuni-
ties,visit: https://www.thebe-
cominginitiative.org/events .

Women empowerment brunch

Chamber holding mayoral breakfast

Holyoke Mayor named president of 
Massachusetts Mayors’ Association
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