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Ava b@Ve)geL

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - Ava Levesque
was named Agawams new
colleen at a coronation event
held last Saturday night at St.
Anne’s Country Club.

Levesque is the 2026 Col-
leen and her court includes
Samantha Machos, Hannah
Newsome, Summer Smith,
Madelynn Szemela and Zoie
Leopardi. All six young ladies
entered the colleen pageant
this year and were included
in this year’s court. The num-
ber is up from four candidates
who entered the contest last
year.

According to informa-
tion provided by the Aga-
wam St. Patrick's Committee,
Levesque is a college student
at Quinnipiac University and
is in the School of Nursing,

She is a graduate of Aga-
wam High School. At Quinnip-
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¢ named Agawam Colleen

The 2026 Agawam Colleen and court were named last Saturday night. Pictures are Court members Hannah Newsome, Summer Smith, 2025 Colleen Julia Nicosia,

2026 Colleen Ava Levesque, and court members Zoie Leopardi, Samantha Machos, and Madelynn Szemela.

iac, she is the Treasurer elect
for the Nurses Association,
and shadows in the Pediatric
Procedures Unit at Baystate

On the Spring of 2025, she
studied abroad at the Univer-
sidad de Sevilla in Spain. Ava
currently works at a Place to

Nourish your Health as a re-
ceptionist. She currently vol-
unteers with the Walk to End
Alzheimer’s and with the Mas-

sachusetts Veteran’s Memorial
Cemetery.

Smith, in addition to win-
ning a spot on the court,

SUBMITTED PHOTO

also won the William G. Pfau
award for her winning essay.
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Pouring the next step

Agawam High School Principal James Blain announced concrete pouring in the first phase of
construction will be taking place. In an update for students he said, construction crews will
begin staging for a very large concrete pour on Wednesday or Thursday (Feb. 11 or 12) of this
week. Because of the number of cranes and concrete trucks that are needed the back entrance
to the construction site will be the access point. The graphic shows the route trucks will take
to the construction area. They are aware of our higher traffic times before and after school.
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New candidate emerges for
state representative seat

By Gregory A. Scibelli

the trend of party

service as a union

gscibelli@turley.com politics, especially representative

in a Democrat- and negotiator, as

AGAWAM - A former ic-heavy state leg- well as three years
Select Board member from islature. Boldyga on the Southwick
neighboring Southwick has is one of just a Selectboard. He
announced a run at the state  handful of Repub- said those roles
representative seat for the licans that are in shaped his ap-

Third Hampden District.

Last Friday, Jason Perron
issued a press release declar-
ing he was looking to take the
House seat currently held by
State Rep. Nicholas Boldyga.
Perron said he will be run-
ning as an independent and
will be focused on “people
over party, affordability, gov-
ernment transparency, fair
funding for Western Massa-
chusetts, and practical solu-
tions that put residents first.

Perron is a Air Force veter-
ans, and has made a career in
law enforcement.

Perron is trying to buck

the house.

“The people of
this district de-
serve representa-
tion that puts peo-
ple over party, results over
rhetoric, and problem-solv-
ing over ideology, Perron
said. “Too often, decisions
made at the State House feel
disconnected from the real
lives of the people they affect.
I'm running to change that.

According to informa-
tion he provided in a press
release, Perron brings nearly
three decades of experience
in public service, including

Jason Perron

proach to leader-
ship — listening
first, working re-
spectfully  with
others, and stand-
ing firm when something is
clearly the right thing to do.
“When I served on the
Select Board, I made deci-
sions based on input from
the community and on what
I believed was fair and right,’
Perron said. “Standing my
ground and doing what was
right in negotiations wasn’t
always pleasant or comfort-
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Residents react strongly against state

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - At last Mon-
day night's Agawam City
Council meeting, a group of
residents spoke out opposing
two bills in the state senate
that are believed to be the
stepping stones to a “mileage
tax,” which would potentially
charge residents driving that
is considered excessive in the
interest of addressing envi-
ronmental concerns.

Senate bill 2246 seeks to
require MassDOT’s trans-
portation plans to provide a
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AC Tune-Ups &

New Installations

reasonable pathway to com-
pliance with the emissions
limits for the transportation
sector. The bill would also
require MassDOT to set goals
for reducing the number
of statewide driving miles,
which would be considered
when EEA sets greenhouse
gas emissions limits and sub-
limits. Finally, the bill would
establish an interagency co-
ordinating council—similar
to the existing coordinating
council for EV charging infra-
structure—to come up with a
whole-of-government plan to
reduce vehicle miles traveled

and increase access to trans-
portation options other than
personal vehicles.

Part of the reason State
Sen. Cynthia Stone Creem
has proposed the bill, is be-
cause of the dwindling effec-
tiveness of the gas tax due to
more energy efficient vehi-
cles, reducing gasoline usage,
and the emergence of electric
vehicles.

S$.2404 proposes looking
for long-term alternatives or
supplements to the motor ve-
hicle fuel tax. It would poten-
tially establish a task force to
look at a vehicle mileage user

senate bills

fee and assess and evaluate a
possible mileage-based reve-
nue collection for roads and
highways as an alternative to
the current system of taxing
highway uses through fuel
taxes.

The proposal is also in-
tended to promote more use
of public transportation as
well.

Opponents of the bills be-
lieve the state is trying to tax
and infringe on people’s right
to “free movement”

The majority of the Aga-
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Adventures in babys1tt1ng

world child care skills.

Real Care Babies are a part of the Child Development Course
at AHS. Students practiced care techniques for the babies
in class and will take home to babies to care for them for
three consecutive nights. The Real Care babies must be
attended to for various reasons (feeding, changing, burping,
and general care.) Students’ responses to the babies can be
seen when the simulation is done. The lessons and activities
are a great way to provide students with a glimpse of real

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Looking for

an AC solution for

STATE LINE

your home or office?

that works for your
environment.

Let us design a system
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Tax work-off program returning this year

February 12, 2026

Senior Genter hosting

The Town of Agawam is
accepting applications for
the 2026 Senior Citizen/Vet-
eran Property Tax Work-Off
Program from Feb. 23 to Mar.
10. This initiative allows eligi-
ble seniors, age 60+) and vet-
erans to earn credit toward
their property tax bills by
working in the Senior Center
or Veterans Office. “We are
committed to supporting our

senior citizens and veterans
through this meaningful pro-
gram, said Mayor Christo-
pher Johnson. “This initiative
not only assists our residents
in managing their property
taxes but also fosters a strong
sense of community involve-
ment and civic engagement.”
Eligible tasks may include
administrative duties, cem-
etery headstone restoration,

and other municipal assign-
ments.

Applications must be
picked up at the Council on

Aging/Senior Center, located

at 954 Main Street in Aga-
wam.

A lottery will be conduct-
ed on March 11, 2026, if ap-
plications exceed available
spots. If the senior/veteran
declines participation based

on placement then anoth-
er senior/veteran will be
chosen in their place until
positions are filled or appli-
cations are exhausted which-
ever comes first.

For questions or to submit
applications, contact Cindy
Sullivan, Executive Director
of the Council on Aging, at
413-732-2835 or csullivan@
agawam.ma.us.

S

Senior Center to offer
CPR, AED training

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam Senior Center is ex-
tremely excited to offer
this potentially ‘life saving
class” to our staff and any
senior interested in joining
us. On Friday, Feb. 20 from
1 to 3 p.m. in the Veterans
Hall we will be offering
CPR and AED training with
Marsha Chappel from Bay-
state Hospital.

Marsha is the certified
AED and CPR trainer at

Baystate Hospital and has
kindly offered her training
to the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter. The cost is a $20 dona-
tion due on the day of the
class, all monies collected
on that day will be donated
to the American Heart As-
sociation.

If you are interested in
joining this class, Please
call Kristina at 413.726.2836
to reserve your spot. Spac-
es will be limited to 25.

Workshop of
Wonders free kids
program hosted by
First Congregational

WEST  SPRINGFIELD
- First Church will again
be offering a free kids pro-
gram during the upcoming
February school vacation!
Open to all children and
youth ages 3 and up, the
program will run Feb. 17
to 19 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Breakfast and lunch are in-
cluded. Kids are invited to
join in storytelling, crafts,
music, recreation, science
and fun.

Youth in grades 6 - 12
are able to receive commu-
nity service hours when
they volunteer. Sixth and
seventh graders are “Lead-

ers-in-Training” and those
in grades 8 - 12 can serve
as Group or Rotation lead-
ers. Those who are new will
receive a brief orientation.
There will also be a thank-
you gift at the end of the
week in gratitude for the
service and care they pro-
vide the younger partici-
pants.

First Congregational
Church is located at 108
Park Street in West Spring-
field. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.first-
churchws.org; email Diana
Forfa at drforfa@hotmail.
com or call 413-739-6608.

Murder Mystery show

AGAWAM — The Friends
of Agawam Senior Center
will host a Murder Mystery
Show and Dinner Fundrais-
er on Tuesday, Mar. 24, from
5 to 8:30 p.m. at the Agawam
Senior Center. The event is
open to the public.

The evening will feature
the interactive murder mys-
tery performance One Slew
Over the Cuckoos Nest,
presented by The Comical
Mystery Tour, a profession-
al theatre troupe based in
Greenfield.

The storyline follows Dr.
Frigmond Zoid, who claims
to have developed a miracle
cure capable of transforming
people who believe they are
someone they are not into
their “true” selves. While the
treatment may seem promis-
ing, complications arise—es-

pecially when some patients
would rather remain super-
heroes than return to normal
life. Guests will enjoy an eve-
ning of humor, intrigue, and
audience participation as the
mystery unfolds.

Dinner will be catered
by Partners Restaurant and
includes a choice of roasted
chicken or pasta and meat-
balls, along with salad, sides,
and dessert.

Tickets are $50 per per-
son and must be purchased
in advance. Tickets are avail-
able at the Agawam Senior
Center or by calling 413-786-
8010 and leaving a message.
No tickets will be available at
the door. Seating is limited.

Proceeds from the event
will benefit the programs
and activities of the Agawam
Senior Center.

FHCC Cupboard open house Feb. 14

FEEDING Hills - Feeding
Hills Congregational Church
invites the community to join
us for a Church Cupboard
Open House on Feb. 14 at 9
a.m. Stop by and visit to see
the Cupboard, learn about
what we do, drop off a do-
nation, sign up for a future
food drive and enjoy refresh-
ments!

A vyear ago, the Church
decided to open the Church
Cupboard, a place where
anyone in need could come
once a month to receive sup-
plemental food. The congre-
gation hoped that it would
become a true community
endeavor. Thanks to the sup-
port of many local organiza-

tions and individuals, it has
become just that. The Cup-
board serves more than 50
households, made up of 108
individuals, 33 of whom are
children. 66% of those served
reside in either Agawam or
Feeding Hills. Please reach
out and support the follow-
ing organizations, as they
truly make our community a
great place to live and work:
The Agawam Rotary Club, the
Agawam Lions Club, Hope
Community Church, the
REALTOR® Association of
Pioneer Valley, The Agawam
Garden Club, the Hampden
County 4-H Fair Association,
Roots Soccer League, Aga-
wam Soccer Association, the

=1 Public AuctioN |[&
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MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
e AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS -
* GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY %

é % (22) UNIT % A
TWO STORY

APARTMENT BUILDING

\kvowNas “THE WALNUT HILL APARTMENTS”

21 Dwight Street AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS

To Be Sold On The Premises

Features:

* (22) Unit Apartment Building * +29,621 S/F (0.68 Acres) Of Land

* (22) Efficiency Units w/ Bedroom, Living Room, Kitchen & Bath ¢

« All Units w/ Electric Heat « A/C Wall Units « Basement

 Brick Exterior » Azek Decking * Paved Parking for =24 Vehicles ¢

* Public Water & Sewer * Zoned Residence B * Assessor’s ID: J16-2-7 ¢
* Hampden County Registry of Deeds: Book 25173, Page 472+

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein
Of the firm of Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms Of Sale: $25,000.00 Deposit is Required at Time of Auction in Certified Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.

West Springdfield, MA ¢ Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 » 610-853-6655
TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161  PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info@posnik.com

Agawam Public Library, the
Parish Cupboard, ACE Pre-
cision, Banana Composting,
the Peace Valley Foundation,
and the Department of Veter-
ans, along with countless in-
dividuals. To date, more than
4,550 food or self-care items
have been distributed to
those in need. Call 786-5061
for more information.

Please celebrate with us
on Feb. 14, as we continue to
love and serve our neighbors.

Chamber
holding
mayoral

breakfast

AGAWAM - The VIP May-
oral Breakfast will be held on
Mar. 4 from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at
Tansey’s Catered Table.

The event is put on by the
West of the River Chamber
of Commerce. The chamber
believes the breakfast ought
to be a celebration of flavors
and a fun way to start the day
with the mayors of Agawam
and West Springfield.

The event will feature up-
dates from both mayors and
questions can be submitted
to robin@westoftheriver-
chamber.com for a Q&A part
of the event.

Go to the West of the Riv-
er’s website to register for the
breakfast.

Garden Club scholarship available

AGAWAM - Applica-
tions are now available for
the Agawam Garden Club
2026 scholarship.

To qualify for the schol-
arship students must be
a graduating senior of
Agawam High School or a
college student who grad-
uated from Agawam High
School and is planning to
attend an institution of
higher learning in the Fall.

Applicants must be
majoring in or planning
on majoring in one of the

following: botany, envi-
ronmental engineering,
environmental  science,
earths systems, forest
management, natural re-
sources, plant soil and in-
sect science, sustainable
agriculture, sustainable
horticulture or food and
farming, turf grass science
and management, land-
scape design and manage-
ment technology, clean
energy, technology stud-
ies: waste water or other
environmental related

studies. The recipient will
be awarded a $1,000 schol-
arship at the clubs annual

May meeting.
Completed applica-

tions along with tran-

scripts and references

must be submitted to De-
nise Carmody, 40 Prim-
rose Lane, Agawam MA
01001 by Apr. 1.
Applications are avail-
able through Agawam
High School or can be
found on our website at
agawamgardenclub.com.

Exhibit from Rick’s Place at the APL

AGAWAM - Agawam
Public Library is honored
to once again welcome
pieces from Rick’s Place
in the main floor gallery
walls and cases. The exhib-
it is titled “Colors of Grief:
Shades of Love and Loss.”

Originally created in
recognition of Children’s
Grief Awareness Month
and displayed at the Wil-
liam Blizard Gallery at
Springfield College, this
exhibit continues its jour-
ney by highlighting the
ways love endures beyond
loss. Through artwork cre-
ated by children, teens,
and adults participating in
Rick’s Place grief support
programs, the display ex-
plores themes of love, re-
membrance, connection,
and the ongoing bonds we
carry with those who have
died.

February is often asso-
ciated with love and rela-
tionships, and this exhibit
invites viewers to consid-
er love in its many forms
- including the love that
remains after a death. The
artwork reflects how grief
is not only about what was
lost, but also about what
continues: memories, tra-
ditions, and meaningful
connections that shape
our lives moving forward.

The exhibit will also
feature a curated selec-
tion of children’s and adult
grief-related books, offer-
ing visitors additional op-
portunities for reflection,
learning, and support.

Rick’s Place is a nonprof-
it organization based in
Wilbraham that provides
free peer grief support pro-
grams for children, teens,
and families grieving the

death of a parent, caregiv-
er, or sibling. Programs are
offered at no cost and cre-
ate space for connection,
understanding, and hope.
More information is avail-
able at ricksplace.org or
call (413) 279-2010.

Visitors are welcomed
to explore these art exhib-
its throughout February
during the regular hours of
the library.

The library will be
closed Feb. 16 for Presi-
dents Day. Any questions
about the exhibits can be
routed to the Information
Desk at 413-789-1550 x4.
Please contact Adult Ser-
vices Library Associate,
Erica LeFebvre at (413)
789-1550 x8858 or elefeb-
vre@agawamlibrary.org if
you are interested in dis-
playing artwork at the li-
brary.
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LOIN END OR RIB END..........
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\THE CORNER OF SPRINGFIELD & HIGHILAND STREETS

873 Springfield Street AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS

To Be Sold On The Premises

Features:

* (28) Unit Apartment Building * +22,216 S/F (0.51 Acres) Of Land «

¢ (20) Studio Units: Open Concept w/ Living Room/Bedroom, Kitchen & Bath
* (8) One Bedroom Unit: w/ Kitchen, Living Room & Bath «

* All Units w/ Electric Heat * A/C Wall Units « Carpeted & Vinyl Flooring

* Basement * Brick Exterior * Paved Parking for £30 Vehicles

* Public Water & Sewer * Zoned Business-A * Assessor’s ID: G11-2-9 «

* Hampden County Registry of Deeds: Book 20566, Page 409 «

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein
Of the firm of Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms Of Sale: $25,000.00 Deposit is Required at Time of Auction in Certified Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.

. West Springdfield, MA ¢ Philadelphia, PA
on Posnik 413-733-5238  610-853-6655
TPy e TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
ONEERS - APPRAISERS
MA Auc. Lic. #161 s PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L
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a4
PROVOLONE CHEESE...... S444 >
- .-/ | GROUND FRESH DAILY
NS 80% LEA
GROUND BEEF, .
$399
SALE DATES:
2/12/26-2/18/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN RIGHT NOW
USDA INSP. FROZEN COOKED 99
SO CrAB cLUSTERs Y2 S99
EXTINYEEIRON[SdE) 90 Avocado St.
Springfield
HOURS: Won. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

GOAT MEAT CUBED.d.......> B

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SHANKS.....ooooooeevonnnn, 3439

BUY DIRECT FOR ====== SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info @posnik.com
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Salve Regina University
announces Fall 2025 Dean’s List

NEWPORT, RI - The following students were named to the
Dean’s List during the fall 2025 academic semester at Salve
Regina University. To qualify for the Dean’s List, students
must earn a semester grade point average of 3.6 for full-time
students completing at least 12 graded credits, or a semester
grade point average of 3.8 for part-time students completing
at least six credits.

Hailey Goulet of Feeding Hills

Colby Mikuszewski of Agawam

Madison Oyler of Agawam

Durand named to Dean’s List at
Plymouth State University

PLYMOUTH, NH - Ally Durand of Agawam, MA, has been
named to the Plymouth State University Dean’s List for the
Fall 2025 semester. To be named to the Dean’s List, a student
must achieve a grade point average between 3.5 and 3.69 for
the Fall 2025 term, be a matriculated student with at least 12
credits, at least nine of which must confer grade points at the
time the list is finalized. Durand is majoring in Psychology at
Plymouth State.

Local students named to
WNEU Fall 2025 President’s List

SPRINGFIELD - Western New England University (WNE)
takes immense pride in recognizing the outstanding academ-
ic achievements of nearly 600 students who have been named
to the President’s List for the Fall 2025 semester. Students are
named to the President’s List for achieving a semester grade
point average of 3.80 or higher.

Athena Trench of Agawam has been named to Western
New England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025 se-
mester.

Vincent Martin of Feeding Hills has been named to West-
ern New England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025
semester.

Brooke Rising of Feeding Hills has been named to Western
New England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025 se-
mester.

Livia Gavelis of Agawam has been named to Western New
England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025 semes-
ter.

Nolan Chamberland of Agawam has been named to West-
ern New England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025
semester.

Colin Smith of Agawam has been named to Western New
England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025 semes-
ter.

Ryan Stairs of Feeding Hills has been named to Western
New England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025 se-
mester.

Tessa Ebreo of Agawam has been named to Western New
England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025 semes-
ter.

Frank Decaro of Feeding Hills has been named to Western
New England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025 se-
mester.

Emily Livchin of Agawam has been named to Western New
England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025 semes-
ter.

Ilya Shlemanov of Feeding Hills has been named to West-
ern New England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025
semester.

Brianna Manes of Feeding Hills has been named to West-
ern New England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025
semester.

Michael Sibilia of Feeding Hills has been named to West-
ern New England University’s President’s List for the Fall 2025
semester.

WNEU announces Fall Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD - Western New England University is proud
to announce the outstanding academic achievements of
nearly 800 students named to the Fall 2025 semester Dean’s
List including:

Antonio Larocque of Agawam, MA

Evan Danek of Agawam, MA

Nathan Labonte of Agawam, MA

Chris Johnson of Feeding Hills, MA

Alexandra Seibert of Agawam, MA

Antoine Poulin of Agawam, MA

Sophia Longo of Agawam, MA

Kaan Alkan of Agawam, MA

Lauren La of Agawam, MA

Trey Theriaque of Agawam, MA

Dennis Nesen of Feeding Hills, MA

Lucas Ritson of Feeding Hills, MA

Alexandra Fillion of Agawam, MA

Christina Gioscia of Agawam, MA

Jordan Nuzzolilli of Feeding Hills, MA

Camden Lanier of Agawam, MA

April Rider of Feeding Hills, MA

Ava Fitzgerald of Feeding Hills, MA

Victoria Cuello of Agawam, MA

Michael Elias of Agawam, MA

Mudrenko named to WPI
Fall 2025 Dean’s List

WORCESTER - Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) has
announced that Feeding Hills, resident Maximillian Mudren-
ko, a member of the class of 2029 majoring in Mechanical En-
gineering, was named to the university’s Dean’s List for aca-
demic excellence for the fall 2025 semester.

Local students make AIC
Fall 2025 Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD - American International College (AIC) in
Springfield, MA, is proud to announce that 489 students have
earned a place on the Dean’s List for the fall 2025 semester.
These full-time students have attained GPAs ranging from 3.3
to 4.0. AIC applauds the dedication and achievements of these
enterprising students.

Joe Liquori of Feeding Hills

Mia Wood of Agawam

APL fun activities offers for kids, teens

AGAWAM - Our Winter
Reading Challenge has be-
gun, but it’s not too late to
join and earn raffle tickets to
enter to win prizes! The Win-
ter Reading Challenge goes
through Feb. 21. The last day
to enter to try to win prizes is
Saturday, Feb. 21. Track your
reading, and earn your raf-
fle tickets at agawamlibrary.
beanstack.org. We are also
challenging the community
to log a combined total of
1,500 hours of reading. So far
weve logged a cumulative
154 hours. We need everyone
to work together to meet this
goal.

During  the winter
months, any closings or late
openings will be reported to
local TV stations 22 and 40,
as well as their websites. In-
clement weather closings or
delays will also be posted on
our social media platforms.
If you're unsure, call ahead at
413-789-1550 ext. 3.

Below is an alphabetical
list of programs and activities
for February. Some activities
require registration. To regis-
ter go to agawamlibrary.org
or call 413-789-1550 ext. 3.

Art and Stories -
For ages3 -5
Tuesday; Feb. 17 at
9:30 a.m. - Drop-in.

Join us for a short story
time followed by an art proj-
ect. We will explore simple
art concepts and experiment
with materials. Please wear
clothing that can get messy!

Baby Story Time -
For birth - 18 mo.
Thurs. Feb. 19 at
9:30 a.m. - Drop-in.

Join us as we learn a little
American Sign Language,
read stories, sing, & play to-
gether.

Chip Challenge -

For grades 3-4
Wednesday; Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. -
Registration is required

Which chip reigns su-
preme? Come participate in
a chip taste test challenge to
determine the best flavor.

Chip Challenge -

For grades 5-6
Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 7 p.m.
- Registration is required

Which chip reigns su-
preme? Come participate in
a chip taste test challenge
to determine the best fla-
vor!

Family Take and Make
Crafts - For all ages
First Day of the Week and
Thursdays - While supplies
last - Drop-in and pick up.

A new Take and Make
craft will be available the
first day of each week and
again on Thursdays. Corgi
Heart Balloon Craft Feb. 17
and 19: Chinese Paper Lan-
terns Feb. 23 and 26: Mov-
able Horse Puppet

Grow, Play, and Learn -
This program is provided
by Pathways for Parents.
Wednesdays & Fridays Ages
0-2 at 9:30 am Ages 3-5 at
10:30 am - Drop-in.

Stories, songs and skill
building, led by an Early
Childhood Developmental
trained staff member, guid-
ing caregivers in strength-

ening interactions with
their child.
Music with Mr. Liam -
All Ages

Saturday, Feb. 21 at 9:30
a.m. - Registration is re-
quired

Join us for an energetic
show filled with drums, the
ukulele, puppets, and com-
edy as Mr. Liam (Liam Hur-
ley) plays old favorites &
silly parodies. This program
is provided by Pathways for
Parents.

Open Lego Building -
For grades 1-4
Tuesday; Feb. 24 at 4:30 p.m.
- Registration is required

Show off your Lego
building skills! Use Legos to
build something awesome.
Creations will be put on dis-
play in the Children’s Room.
Pre-K Pals - For ages 2 - 5

Mondays in February

at 11 a.m. -

Registration is required

There will be no class on
Monday, Feb. 16. Each week,
we will focus on an area of
development and provide
fun activities to support
your child to learn through
play. This program is pro-
vided by Pathways for Par-
ents.

Special Saturday
Drop-In Craft: Snail Craft
- For All Ages
Saturday, Feb. 28 All Day -
While supplies last -
Drop-in & pick up.

Kids can build the snail’s
body and decorate its pur-
ple shell with brightly col-
ored hearts.

Tea Party Story Time -
For grades K-2
Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 6 p.m.
- Registration is required

Come dressed to impress
for our tea party! We'll have
stories, songs, a craft and
light refreshments! (Re-
scheduled from January)

Teen After-School Drop-
In - For grades 9-12
Tuesday, Feb. 24
from 2 to 3 p.m.

Stop by the library after
school and visit the Activi-
ty Room. Play our Nintendo

Switch, try out the air hock-
ey table, eat snacks, or just
hang out! No registration
necessary. There is no Drop-
In on Feb. 17
Teen
Dungeons and Dragons -
For grades 7-12
Thursdays, Feb. 12, 6 to 8

p-m., Activity Room Grades

7-12 Registration Required

Stretch your creativity
as you journey through a
magical world full of beauty
and danger! Join Dungeon
Master Anna for 4 sessions
of dice-rolling, roleplaying,
and imaginative adventur-
ing. No D&D experience?
No problem. This is a begin-
ner friendly program. Feel
free to bring your own (level
3) character sheet with you
to the session, or use of the
pre-rolled versions that will
be available when we meet.
Register once for all 4 ses-
sions.

Teen Polar Bear
Scavenger Hunt -

For grades 7-12
Monday, Feb. 2 - Saturday,
Feb. 14 Grades 7-12

Complete the scavenger
hunt in the Teen Space and
enter a raffle for a chance to
win a cozy throw blanket.
Teen Take and Make Craft

- For grades 7-12
Available now.

Grades 7-12 Stop by the
Teen Space to pick up a
Take and Make Craft Kkit.
They’ll be available until we
run out of supplies. No reg-
istration necessary

Teen Trivia Thursdays —
For grades 7-12,
February 12, and 26
from 2to 3 p.m.,

Visit the Teen Space and
answer a trivia question to
get a small prize. There is no
Trivia on Feb. 19.

For more information
about any of these pro-
grams, or to register, go to
agawamlibrary.org, or call
413-789-1550 ext. 3. We
hope to see you soon at the
library.

Agawam Day in Florida
tradition continues

ST PETERSBURG, FL
- The 45nd annual “Aga-
wam Day in Florida” will
be held on

Wednesday, March 4,
2026 from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m. Former Agawam res-
idents, old friends, class-
mates and relatives will

meet at Fort DeSoto Na-
tional Park, St. Petersburg,
FL. for a reunion, picnic,
raffles, hugs and to share
old memories. For more
information, contact:
Hank Drewnowski call/
text 860-462-7273 or email
- hdrew2452@gmail.com.

AHS Class of 1970
planning fall reunion

AGAWAM - Agawam
High School Class of 1970
will be holding its class re-
union in the fall. We are
looking for our classmates.
Please contact one of the
committee members listed
below with your name and
email address. Thank you

and hope to see you all soon.
Gale Sullivan: GaleP-
Sullivan@verizon.net Hol-
ly Cloran: PohnerHolly@
gmail.com Scott Macey:
macel459@comecast.net
Gail Donais: GCDonais@
cox.net Shirley Porter: Shir-
leyPorter525@gmail.com

Smith Scholarship applications now being accepted

WESTFIELD - The Horace
Smith Fund will be awarding
$317,000 in scholarships and
fellowships to residents of
Hampden County, who have
also graduated from an eli-
gible high school or private
school. This year 21 schol-
arships, four fellowships
and one William R. Rooney
Award for students with spe-
cial needs will be presented
to recipients at the June 18
Awards Night ceremony at
Storrowton Carriage House

in West Springfield.
Scholarships are offered
not only to graduating high
school seniors but also to
students already in college
or those wishing to return
to college. Scholarships of
$12,000 are distributed as
$3,000 annually and renew-
able each year until gradua-
tion. Fellowship awards of
$15,000 are distributed as
$7,500 annually and renew-
able for one additional year
to students pursuing a full-

Public AuctioN

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

s AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS -
* GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY %

(" * (16) UNIT % A
TWO STORY
APARTMENT BUILDING
“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO ALLAMENITIES”

438 Springfield Street AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS

To Be Sold On The Premises

Features:

* (16) Unit Apartment Building * +20,909 S/F (0.48 Acres) Of Land
¢ (16) One Bedroom Units: w/ Kitchen, Living Room & Full Bath
» All Units w/ Electric Heat * A/C Wall Units ¢ Carpeted & Vinyl Flooring ®

time graduate degree. Stu-
dents must maintain at least
a B average to renew.
Recipients are selected
on a variety of criteria, in-
cluding academic records,
merit, and financial need.
Of great importance is a per-
sonal written account of why
the student feels deserving
of financial assistance. Ap-
plicants must submit their
transcripts and, if applicable,
college entrance exam scores
or graduate degree specific

tests, and three letters of rec-
ommendation.

Completed applications
must be received either elec-
tronically or be mailed to
The Horace Smith Fund at
16 Union Avenue, Suite 2K,
Westfield, MA 01085 no later
than March 15, 2026. Appli-
cations are available at local
high school guidance offices,
college financial aid offices,
and on-line at www.Horace-
SmithFund.org or by phon-
ing (413) 739-4222.

Public AuctioN

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18™ at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

* AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS -

* (8) UNIT %
SINGLE STORY
APARTMENT BUILDING
witH ON-SITE PARKING FOR +10 VEHICLES

49 North Street

AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS

To Be Sold On The Premises

Features:

¢ (8) Unit Apartment Building * +£13,939 S/F (0.32 Acres) Of Land »

* (6) One Bedroom Units w/ Bedroom, Living Room, Kitchen & Bath

* (2) Two Bedroom Units w/ (2) Bedrooms, Living Room, Kitchen & Bath ¢
« All Units w/ Electric Heat » Slab Foundation « Wood Shingle Exterior ¢

« Basement * Brick Exterior ¢ Paved Parking for +23 Vehicles
* Public Water & Sewer * Zoned Business-A * Assessor’s ID: H14-11-14 «
* Hampden County Registry of Deeds: Book 22974, Page 571¢

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein
Of the firm of Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms Of Sale: $25,000.00 Deposit is Required at Time of Auction in Certified Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.

. West Springfield, MA ¢ Philadelphia, PA
n Posnik

413-733-5238 » 610-853-6655
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)

MA Auc. Lic. #161 * PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info @posnik.com

» Carpeted & Vinyl Flooring ¢ Parking for =10 Vehicles « Public Water & Sewer
* Zoned Business-A ¢ Assessor’s ID: 114-4.4 «
* Hampden County Registry of Deeds: Book 23653, Page 186 ¢

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein
Of the firm of Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms Of Sale: $25,000.00 Deposit is Required at Time of Auction in Certified Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.

. West Springdfield, MA ¢ Philadelphia, PA
on Posnik

413-733-5238 » 610-853-6655
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)

MA Auc. Lic. #161 ¢ PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info @posnik.com
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor

Councilor misunderstands senate bill

Dear Editor:

I am writing regarding the
recent vote of the Town Coun-
cil in favor of Councilor George
Bitzas resolution to oppose
two Massachusetts Senate
bills, S. 2404 and S. 2246, which
he stated “propose the imple-
mentation of mileage-based
taxes”

These two pieces of legisla-
tion have very different objec-
tives, and neither of them pro-
pose the implementation of
taxes. In fact, the words “mile-
age” and “tax” do not even ap-
pear in Senate 2246.

Senate 2404 is titled “An Act
to explore alternative fund-
ing sources to ensure safe and
reliable transportation.” This
bill would address declining
transportation revenue by es-
tablishing a pilot program to
study a vehicle mileage tax as
an alternative to the current
fuel tax.

Massachusetts’ fuel tax rev-

enue is primarily used to fund
the construction and main-
tenance of state highways,
bridges, and local roads. At the
time of its inception in 1929,
there was a direct correlation
between automobile fuel con-
sumption and automobile
road usage, so it was a fair way
to raise revenue — the more
you use the roads, the more
you pay for their upkeep. But
today, raising revenue by tax-
ing fuel is becoming a losing
proposition.

As drivers move to elec-
tric-powered vehicles (EVs), less
fuelissold andless taxrevenueis
collected. The Commonwealth
currently has over 140,000 regis-
tered EVs; well over 35,000 were
added in 2024 alone. Since they
do not burn fuel, every one of
these vehicles is using the roads
without paying for them. Liter-
ally, a free ride (the Mass. Pike
and a few Boston-area tolled fa-
cilities excepted).

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

i

By Russell Gloor

Why is my Social Security'
Retirement benefit so small?

Dear Rusty:

Can you help me under-
stand?

I have paid into Social
Security since I started
working in 1978. I did have
a lot of tax deductions, but I
don’t understand why I only
receive $350 a month from
Social Security.

Signed: Befuddled Senior

Dear Befuddled Senior:
Your Social Security
benefit is based upon your
average monthly earnings
for the 35 years over your
lifetime that you earned
the most while contribut-
ing to the Social Security
program; however, your
benefit isn’t based on your
contributions to SS. Your
average lifetime earnings
amount is called your Aver-
age Indexed Monthly Earn-
ings, which are adjusted
for inflation for years be-
fore you turn 60. Your earn-
ings, your net earnings if
self-employed, are provid-
ed to the SSA by the IRS.
Your AIME is subjected
to a formula which calcu-
lates your “Primary Insur-
ance Amount,” which is
the SS benefit you receive
if you start benefits in the
month you reach your full
retirement age. Your per-
sonal Full Retirement Age
depends on the year you
were born which, if you
were born in 1960 or lat-
er, is age 67. However, if
you claim Social Security
before reaching your FRA,
you will get only a percent-
age of your PIA, reduced
from what you would get
if you claimed at your FRA.
For example, if you
claimed at age 62, you
would only get 70% of the
amount you would have
gotten had you waited un-
til age 67, or if you claimed
at age 63 you would get
75% of your age 67 benefit.
The reduction is less as you
get closer to your FRA; if
you claimed at age 65, youd
get about 87% of your full
retirement age amount.
You can see your life-
time Social Security earn-
ings record at your per-
sonal “my Social Security”
online account at www.ssa.
gov/myaccount (you will
need to first create that
online account), or you
can call Social Security at

1-800-772-1213 to request
an “Earnings Statement”
be sent to you. That state-
ment will show your life-
time earnings by year, the
35 highest of which were
used to calculate your PIA
(your Social Security bene-
fit at your FRA). Generally,
your Social Security FRA
benefit will be about 40%
or less of your average in-
dexed monthly earnings.

So, to recap, your SS re-
tirement benefit isn't based
on your contributions to
the program; it’s based on
your average monthly life-
time earnings. If you had
less than 35 years contrib-
uting to the program, SS
would still use 35 years in
the benefit formula by us-
ing zero dollars in earnings
for some number of years,
which would result in a
smaller AIME.

Thus, if you claimed be-
fore your full retirement
age of 67, your SS benefit
was reduced because you
claimed early. And if you
had less than 35 years of
SS-covered employment,
your AIME was less, re-
sulting in a smaller PIA.
And that is likely why your
monthly Social Security re-
tirement benefit is low.

One other thought to
consider: if you are mar-
ried and your spouse’s
monthly SS benefit is con-
siderably more than yours
(e.g., more than twice as
much as yours), you may
want to explore your op-
tions for spouse benefits.

I hope this explains how
your SS benefit is calculat-
ed, but if you still question
your monthly SS retire-
ment amount, I suggest
you first obtain your “Earn-
ings Statement” to review
the lifetime earnings SS
has on file for you. If there
are any discrepancies in
your Social Security’s earn-
ings record, there are cor-
rection remedies available
to you. If that is the case,
please feel free to contact
us again for more informa-
tion.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security  Administration
or any other governmental
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If enacted, S. 2404 would
not impose a mileage tax. It
would simply explore the feasi-
bility of such a tax as a possible
replacement for the current
fuel tax. I think such a study
is smart. If we do nothing, it's
easy to envision the fuel tax
rate spiraling higher and high-
er, to compensate for increas-
ing numbers of EV drivers who
pay nothing... until were in a
crisis.

Mr. Bitzas' argument that
a mileage tax would unfairly
burden people “.regardless of
income level, geographic ne-
cessity, or lack of transporta-
tion alternatives.” simply does
not hold up. Such people are
already “burdened” by the fuel
tax. The proposal at issue is
exchanging an unfair meth-
od of raising revenue for a fair
one. I cannot understand why
anyone would be against such
a study.

Bill Schoenborn

Support appreciated
for backing resolution

Dear Editor,

I would like to publicly
thank my colleagues on the
Agawam City Council who
voted in support of my reso-
lutions opposing Senate Bill
No. 2246 and Senate Bill No.
2404, which propose the im-
position of mileage-based
taxes in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

I extend my sincere ap-
preciation to City Council
President Anthony Russo,
Vice President Anthony
Suffriti, and Councilors Ed-
ward Borgatti, Cecilia Cal-
abrese, Peter McNair, Dino
Mercadante, and Robert
Rossi for standing with the
residents of Agawam and
Western Massachusetts.

Their support reflects a
shared understanding that
mileage-based taxes would

place an unfair and dispro-
portionate financial burden
on residents who rely heav-
ily on personal vehicles for
work, medical care, family
responsibilities,  religious
obligations, and daily ne-
cessities. In communities
like ours, where public
transportation options are
limited, driving is not a
choice—it is a necessity.

By supporting these res-
olutions, my fellow council-
ors demonstrated thought-
ful leadership and a strong
commitment to protecting
our residents from policies
that would increase the cost
of living and penalize those
who must travel longer dis-
tances simply to maintain
their livelihoods and family
connections.

George Bitzas

©QAVEGNANLYND .COM
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Guest Column

Onions continued

h1s morn-

1ng after

reading
last week’s col-
umn, my mom
commented,
“Boy, I didn’t re-
alize onions are
S0 Challenglng to
grow.

Oh no, I truly
hope that the column
did not convey that message.
I've been growing onions for
years, and find them no more
challenging than any other
vegetable that you start in-
doors.

I hope I didn't discour-
age anyone. In fact, I hope
just the opposite happened,
whereby everyone pur-
chased some seed to give

a)wlp

Roberta MeQuaid

growing onions a whirl.

Read on to learn more
from where we left off last
week.

Growing on

How does one achieve
lots of top growth so that by
seasons end a big bulb will
result? Provide sufficient
moisture and nitrogen, and
lots of it, but only early in the
gardening season.

Amend a 100
square foot
area with a

bushel of aged
manure Or
finished
compos t
prior

planting, then top
dress when plants
are six-eight inches
high and again for the
last time three weeks later.
Fish emulsion is a great foliar

fertilizer for this purpose.
Because onions have
limited top growth and are
relatively shallow rooted, it
makes it hard for them to
compete with more aggres-

GARDEN 1 page 5

nDec. 20, compilers at
the Athol Christmas
Bird Count recorded a

total of 58 species including a
Gadwall, a first time for this
species during a Christmas
count.

Male Gadwall have gray-
ish-brown heads, sometimes
showing cinnamon on the
forehead and faint purplish
iridescence on the crown. Fe-
males resemble female mal-
lards, but they have a thin-
ner, darker bill.

Gadwall nest in tall vege-
tation near water and show
a preference for nesting on
islands. Their choice of nest-
ing location gives them some
protection from predators.
Female Gadwall produce an
egg a day and lay a clutch
of seven to 12 eggs. To meet
their demand for protein
during this stressful time, fe-
male Gadwall eat more inver-
tebrates than males during
this period in addition to
using reserves of nutrients
they've stored in their bodies
during the winter.

Their winter habitat is

mm,my

BACKYARD

By Ellenor Downer

Male gadwall

fresh and brackish wetlands
with abundant aquatic veg-
etation on which they pri-
marily forage. Gadwall of-
ten snatch food from diving
ducks as they surface. Gad-
wall number have increased

in North America since the
1980s. This is partly because
of conservation of their hab-
itat, wetlands and adjacent
uplands.
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Guest Column
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

e seem to love
Valentine's  Day.
Americans are ex-
pected to spend $27.7 billion
on Valentine’s Day this year,
a tad more than last year, ac-
cording to Capital One Shop-
ping. The statistic I find most
interesting is that 34% of that
spending - $9.5 billion — will
be for gifts that are ultimately
unwanted by their recipients.
So today, I will propose
some Valentine's Day ideas
that cost nothing and may
well be more meaningful than
candy, flowers or sappy cards.
Have a heart, and try one of
these “gifts” for yourself or a
loved one.
Volunteer: Volunteering

VOour
health

contributes to your commu-
nity and to your own well-be-
ing. Research has found that
giving of yourself reduces
stress and blood pressure;
promotes physical activity;
helps cultivate emotional
well-being; and promotes
mindfulness and an attitude
of gratitude.

You get as much as you
give, in other words. Find op-
portunities near you at ideal-
istorg or search “volunteer
opportunities near me” on
your web browser.

Listen: Research shows
that two out of every five
people who have had a major
cardiac episode experience
symptoms of clinical depres-

Have a heart: Patient advocate offers tips for Valentine's Day

sion, according to Northwest-
ern University Medicine. The
American Heart Association
says 33% of patients who have
had a heart attack experience
depression.

The combination of de-
pression and cardiac disease
can lead to poor outcomes.
If a friend or loved one is di-
agnosed with heart disease
or has a heart attack, one of
the kindest things you can
do is listen carefully to them.
If you detect signs of depres-
sion, you can suggest — gen-
tly — that they consider being
screened by their doctor.

Learn hands-only CPR: Es-
pecially since the pandemic,
people are hesitant to share
germs with a stranger, and I
can't blame them. The good
news is that compression-on-
ly CPR - or hands-only CPR
- is the preferred form of car-
diopulmonary resuscitation.

While someone dials
911, bystanders can perform
quick, strong compressions
in the center of the chest to
the rhythm of “Stayin’ Alive,;’
the BeeGees song, until first
responders can arrive.

If started immediately,

hands-only CPR has been
shown to double or even tri-
ple a person’s chance of sur-
vival. CPR classes are widely
offered by the Red Cross and
American Heart Association,
as well as at YMCAs and rec-
reation centers.

Take part in a clinical trial:
This is a different form of vol-
unteerism. Clinical trials offer
an opportunity to help re-
searchers find better ways
of preventing and treating
diseases, improving health
for all. Without clinical trial
volunteers, many of the med-
icines and scientific discover-
ies we enjoy today wouldn't
exist.

At any given time, there
are tens of thousands clinical
trials taking place around the
country and virtually. WGC
CenterWatch (centerwatch.
com) lets you browse study
topics and find clinical trials
near you.

Celebrate friendship: I've
written before about the im-
portance of social relation-
ships, and friendships in par-
ticular, in keeping our spirits
up, our hearts full and our
brains working.

So whether or not you
have a special someone to
celebrate Valentine’s Day
with this year, take time for
alternate observances, such
as Galentine’s Day or its gen-
der-neutral variation, Palen-
tine’s Day. They fall, techni-
cally, on February 13 - but
you can pick any day in Feb-
ruary to celebrate friendships,
check up on each others
health and well-being, share
healthful recipes and swap
health and fitness tips. Maybe
share a glass of wine, too.

Thank a nurse: Nursing is
my life’s work, formerly as a
critical care nurse and now as
a patient advocate who trains
nurses to become advocates.
I know how critical nursing is
to good patient outcomes. Ac-
cording to the National Coun-
cil of State Boards of Nursing,
though, more than 138,000
nurses have left the workforce
since 2022 and almost 40% in-
tend to leave by 2029.

Health-care ~ consumers
may not be able to do much
about working conditions,
pay and administrative prob-
lems, but we can help to make
nurses lives better. When

youre in the hospital or doc-
tor’s office, thank your nurses
for their time and care. You
can also show your appreci-
ation by nominating a nurse
for the DAISY Award, a pro-
gram that celebrates and rec-
ognizes nurses by collecting
nominations from patients,

families and co-workers.
Learn more at daisyfounda-
tion.org.

Valentine’s Day began as a
saint’s feast day and now cel-
ebrates all forms of relation-
ships. Make it yours.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg
RN, a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical pro-
fessionals to become successful
private patient advocates. A
Monson, MA resident, she is the
author of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself &
Your Loved Ones” and her new
book, “Advocating Well: Strat-
egies for Finding Strength and
Understanding in Health Care,”
available at Amazon.com.
Contact her at Teri@NurseAd-
vocateEntrepreneur.com to set
up a free phone consultation.
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sive plants for moisture and
nutrients. For that reason,
be sure to address enemy #1:
weeds!

I have found that a hand
held circle hoe is great for
getting into the narrow space
between plants as well as
within the rows. Perform this
task once or twice a week
and you will be weed-free all
summer.

You can also apply grass
clippings or chopped up
leaves as mulch. It will re-
duce weeds and conserve
moisture, and, as it breaks
down add valuable organic
matter to the soil.

As the summer solstice
draws near, the need for ni-
trogen drops as the bulb
switches from top growth to
bulbing up. From this point
on, no additional fertilizer is

necessary and watering can
be cut back some.
Harvesting

In early fall your onion
tops will begin to yellow and
bend at the necks. As men-
tioned earlier, reduced day-
light has signaled the plant
to go into dormancy.

When halfhave bent, bend
the rest and allow them to re-
main in the garden just a few
more days. If no rain is in the
forecast, pull them up and lay
them on edge in place, turn-
ing on occasion. This will be-
gin the curing process.

Should rain threaten, they
can easily be protected with
a tarp or moved under cover.

After three days to a week
of sunshine it is time to move
them to an airy, dry location
such as a shed to cure for an
additional two-three weeks.
Should this time frame in-
clude lots of rain or humidity,

sometimes a household fan
can help the drying process
along.

Dry onions will definite-
ly be the best for long term
storage.

Storage

You have a good idea that
your onions are ready for
storage when the necks have
withered away and the outer
skin is dry and starts to slip.
Nineteenth century garden-
ers would have braided and
hung them in the root cellar,
where cool and dry condi-
tions would, fingers crossed,
keep them fit for use as need-
ed into the spring months.

Onion braids have mod-
ern day appeal- they look
pretty and it is easy to sim-
ply tug the perfect size onion
from the braid as you need it.
The key to success is to attach
twine or string to at least one
of the braiding strands - this

BIRDS 1 from page 4

The oldest known Gadwall
was a male, and at least 19
years, 6 months old. He was
banded in Saskatchewan in
1962 and shot during hunt-
ing season in Louisiana in
1981.

Christmas Bird Count

The National Audubon So-
ciety Christmas Bird Counts
take place within a 22-day
period, there are many state
count circles and volunteers
must be available. Despite
snowy weather, compiler
Jon Skinner said of the Gro-
ton-Ayer count on Dec. 14, “I
was surprised that we were
able to scratch our way to 81
species in such snowy condi-
tions. It has to be a testament
to the relentless nature of
both our team and the birds”
Two new species were add-
ed 13 black vultures soaring
over Lancaster and a killdeer
at Devens. Some of the oth-
er highlights were evening
grosbeak in both Harvard
and Groton, red crossbills in
Townsend, Lapland longspur
at Fitchburg Airport and in
Ayer, chestnut-collared long-
spur at Fitchburg Airport,
American kestrel in Groton,
two Baltimore orioles in
Groton, eastern Phoebe in
Shirley, redpoll in Lancast-
er and a long-eared owl in
Devens. Species seen three
days before or after the ac-
tual count date and noted as
such were chipping sparrow,
brown-headed cowbird,Per-
egrine falcon and sandhill
crane.

Bluebird

I received an email on Jan.
26 from Jeffrey Landry. He
had a visit from a bluebird on
Friday, Jan. 23. He thought it
was either the male parent
or one of its offspring from
a previous summer. He said,
“For several years I have
called him, ‘Sunshine’ and
he arrived at my feeder on a
bright beautiful winter’s af-
ternoon and this uncalled for
visit was icing on my day’s
cake”

He offered to share this
bluebird story. He said, “I
was sitting on my meditation
cushion yesterday watching
my breath emerge from a
deep silence and then gen-
tly return back into it. There
was no counting, no manip-
ulation, only watching, only
flow. After some time had
passed, I opened my eyes be-
cause I felt I was being closely
watched”

“I have a bird feeder right
outside of my window and
sure enough a male bluebird
or one of his offspring from
a previous summer, was
perched and staring directly
at me. Two summers ago I
named the parent bluebird,
‘Sunshine’ and last May he

returned to the same nesting
box in my front yard.

Quizzically, Sunshine
leaned slightly forward. He
was amazingly close.”

“It was beautiful, glo-
rious to see his blue rust
colored body outlined by a
background of white snow
still clinging to frozen lilacs
and tall trees. The sight of
this sent ripples of love, that
became currents of joy, to
course through me”

“I felt a smile stretch a
mile wide across my whole
being. It was like being vis-
ited by a long absent friend.
Within minutes this made
me get up and fill another
feeder with dried mealworms
because bluebirds aren’t seed
eaters like many of the other
birds that seek nourishment
here. Like my breath, the
mealworms disappeared into
a well of silence. A content-
ed peaceful silence that then
took flight”

Evening grosheaks

A Cummington resident
sent a photo of evening gros-
beaks at her feeder. She said
they are part of a flock that
come to visit the feeders of-
ten.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, PO. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005. The Palmer
office has a new phone system
and I will be getting an exten-
sion where messages may be
left. I will publish the number
as soon as it is set up.

SECURITY 1 from page 4

entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purposes
and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It pres-

ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundations
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a

question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

will give your braid strength,
not to mention a way of
hanging it up.

We can also store onions
in mesh bags or old hosiery
in a household location that
remains close to freezing and
relatively dry. My unheated
mudroom works great.

Here simply cut the tops to
one inch prior to bagging up.
When you are going through
them to cut, or braid, be sure
to separate out those with
double bulbs, as well as those
whose necks remain thick;
neither will be good keepers
and should be used first.

'This is also a great time to
think about good traits and
the prospect of saving some
of your best onions for seed
production.

Save the seeds

Saving the seeds of your
open-pollinated, non-hybrid
onions is the next frontier

for allium aficionados. In
the north, we employ what
is called the “bulb to seed”
method.

Our bulbs are harvested
normally and stored over the
winter, and when the ground
is ready for planting, three or
four of your best onions are
replanted three inches apart.
Soon a flower stalk will form.
It can get quite tall (three-five
feet!) so place a stake for sup-
port early on and tie it off as
you need to.

After the flower head has
formed be on watch for the
black seeds to ripen and
loosen up- you want to catch
them before they shatter.
This can be accomplished by
clipping a few sections of the
head at a time.

Dry in an airy spot for a
few days before storing in pa-
per envelopes in a cool, dry
location for use the follow-

ing spring. Be advised that to
avoid cross pollination, only
one variety of onion can be
in flower at a time; it is fine,
however, to have first year
onions in the garden.

Onion seeds are viable for
one-two years.

Now that you know the
ins and outs of onion culture,
embrace the challenge and
try growing onions from seed
this year.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as

flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

8. Criminal syndicate

11. Moves back from

13. Satisfaction

14. Feel concern or
interest

15. Monetary units

43. Inaccessible

45, Evoke emotions

47. Ancient kingdom
near Dead Sea

49, Celtic punk rockers

50. A fencing sword

16. Congressman (abbr.) 55. Actor Idris

CLUES ACROSS sesame plant CLUES DOWN

1. Breezed through 38. Disallow 1. Sign language

5. Consumer protection  41. Provide greater 2. Fashionable
agency detail 3. Borough in Hels

4. Inability to hear
5. More quickly

a demonstrable
7. Shrewdly

are two

17. Israeli city 56. Affirmative (slang) 9. Mediterranean port 41, Feline

18. Restaurants 57. Afflicted in mind or ~ 10. Benedictine monk 42, Does not tell the truth

20. 2,000 Ibs. body 12. Midway between 44, Seduced

21. Grandmother 59. One point north of south and southeast ~ 45. Spiritual leader

22. North, South and northeast 14. Town in Galilee 46. Abba __, Israeli
Central 60. Born of 19. Satisfy politician

25. In an early way 61. Social mediahand ~ 23. Mice genus 47. Repair

30. Foes gesture 24. Brass instrument 48. Olive genus

31. Social networking 62 Hong Kong food stall  25. Chest muscle 51. Swiss river
platform __paidong (slang) 52. Prejudice

32. Early term for 63. Opposite of 26. Transmits genetic ~ 53. C. European river
basketball player beginning information from 54. Keep under control

33. Another name for 64. Email function DNA 58. Father

6. An idea accepted as

8. Rooney and Kate

27. Records electric
currents generated
by the brain

28. Woman (French)

29. Short route aircraft

34. Pitching statistic

35. Pointed end of a pen

36. Popular sports league

37. Body part

39. Inoffensive

40. Yellowish cotton cloth

inki

truth
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She is currently attending
Our Lady of the Elms College
and is a graduate of Universi-
ty of Florida as a psychology
and Pre- Med major. She is a
gradutate of Agawam High
School. During her time at
the University, she has taken a
variety of behavioral and psy-
chology classes. She is a four-
time Scholastic All American,
amember of the USA National
Team, and a member of the

Court member
Zoie Leopardi

2022 FINA World Champion-
ships. Summer works as an
Ocular Technician at New En-
gland Retina Consultants with
hopes to be a Retinal Surgeon.

Newsome is still attending
Agawam High School and is
a senior. She is part of multi-
ple National Honor Societies,
and is a captain of the varsity
swimming and diving team.
She recently represented Aga-
wam at the Massachusetts
Celebration of National Girls
and Women in Sports Day

Court member
Samantha Machos

2025. She works at the Spring-
field Country Club as a Head
Lifeguard and Swim Coach.
After high school, Hannah
plans on attending a four year
university or college and swim
at the collegiate level.
Szemela is currently a se-
nior at St. Mary’s High School
where she is taking College
Prep courses, is an Honor
Roll Student and is dual en-
rolled at Elms College. After
high school, Maddie plans on
obtaining a degree in animal

Court member
Hannah Newsome

science with ambition to own
her own business in Equine
Rehabilitation Therapy. Mad-
die is part of the Varsity Bas-
ketball Team and is a com-
petitive Equestrian Rider. She
has worked with the Epilepsy
foundation and has been an
Irish Step Dancer.

Machos is a senior at Aga-
wam High School where she
is taking honors courses in
History, Chemistry and AP
Language. After high school,
Sam plans on majoring in

Court member
Summer Smith

criminology and psychology
with a dream of going into
the FBI. She received the 2025
Certificate of Excellence in Fo-
rensics. She is a member of the
Peer Leadership club, Chiefs
and Honor Roll.

Leopardi is currently a stu-
dent at Westfield High School
taking courses in Anatomy,
Physiology, Math, English and
History. After high school, Zoie
plans on working towards her
nursing degree to become a
nurse in the NICU or Pediat-

Court member
Madelynn Szemela

rics. She is a varsity cheerlead-
ing team member and won
the Winter 2024 Award for
most improved cheerleader.
She currently works at Mc-
Donalds and has volunteered
with Wreaths Across America
and open pantries.

Over the next several
weeks, the court will be at-
tending multiple events lead-
ing up to the Holyoke St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade, where they
will represent the town atop a
float.

Irish Night on Feb. 28

HOLYOKE - The Hiber-
nians of Hampden/Hamp-
shire Counties and Ladies
Order invite the public to at-
tend Irish Night in Holyoke
2026 on Feb. 28 at the Log
Cabin 500 Easthampton Rd.
Holyoke, Mass. Doors open
at 5 p.m. and dinner is at
6:30 p.m.

The night will feature
the Keohane and Kenneally
Irish-American band and
a corned beef and cabbage
dinner with ribs. The price
is $50 per person and va-
let parking services will be

available.

For reservations by Feb.
24 call Joe O’Connor at 413-
627-7148, or Fran Hennessey
at 413-785-5687 or online at
eventbrite.com.

Additional  entertain-
ment by the Cassin School of
Irish Dance and Piper Matt
O’Connor. The night is in
memory of Hibernian Dan-
iel P. Curran and will bene-
fit the Maurice A. Donahue
Memorial Scholarship.

The Hibernians wish a
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to
all.

Women artists wanted for muesum exhibit

HOLYOKE - Wistaria-
hurst Museum is seeking
artist submissions for the
Fourth Annual Women’s His-
tory Month juried art show-
case for the month of March.
This year, the theme is wom-
en’s labor and community.

“Liberty and Labor” is
an exhibit that corresponds
with Massachusetts’ 250th
anniversary and Liberty and
the Learning initiative. This
exhibit urges artists to con-
sider the efforts women have
made throughout history
through labor and commu-

nity building. Historically,
Women’s labor has been un-
dervalued and overlooked.
Oftentimes, the work wom-
en have done in areas such
as homemaking, communi-
ty building, and parenting,
has not even been viewed as
work. “Liberty and Labor”
aims to highlight these ef-
forts, and others, that show-
case the hard work and dedi-
cation of women throughout
history.

All mediums are wel-
come for submission. Sub-
missions are open to anyone

who identifies as a woman
and non-binary artists of
any age. Artists are welcome
to submit 3-4 pieces, with
high-quality images. Art-
ists can submit their work
through the online submis-
sion form linked below. Sub-
missions are being accepted
through Feb. 10.
Wistariahurst is an art-
ist-friendly space that en-
courages creativity and
supports the growth of this
region’s artists. All questions
are welcome and encour-
aged. Up to five artists will

be selected as featured art-
ists and will be awarded a
$100 stipend. This program
is funded in part by a grant
from the Holyoke Local Cul-
tural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

Submissions are accept-
ed through the submission
form: https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS-
fjaHj4eiWOEXmRZnC-
d_23WGA8WQAW-60tM
FLYCFXzH5BUNew/view-
form?usp=publish-editor

Holyoke Community College announces Black History Month events

HOLYOKE — Holyoke
Community College is cel-
ebrating Black History

Month in February with a
series of events highlighting
this year’s national theme:
“A Century of Black History
Commemorations.”

Black History Month
events at HCC will continue
on Wednesday, Feb. 18, with
a Harambee Celebration
from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

in the HCC Campus Center.
Harambee is a Swahili word
that means “pull together”

or “unite” It’s a celebratory

event that honors the contri-
butions and achievements
of Black people. HCC’s event
will feature food, music, as
well as an open mic session.

On Thursday, Feb. 19,
HCC’s ALANA, El Centro,
and SAMP programs will
host a free screening of the

2017 Academy-Award win-
ning movie Moonlight be-
ginning a 1:30 p.m. in Room
301 of the Kittredge Center
for Business and Workforce
Development. Moonlight,
which won three Oscars in-
cluding Best Picture, follows
a young African American
man as he grapples with his
identity, sexuality, and bur-
geoning adulthood.

On Tuesday, Feb. 22,

HCC’s ALANA Men in Mo-
tion program is setting up an
on-campus barbershop that
will combine free profes-
sional haircuts for students
with honest dialogue about
being success in college and
beyond as a man of color in
today’s society. “Cuts, Con-
fidence, and College” runs
from 1-4 p.m. in Room 233
of the Frost Building. The
haircuts are being provided

by Jose Dones, owner of the
ParlorFaded Company bar-
bershop in Holyoke.

HCC will close out its
Black History Month calen-
dar on Wednesday, Feb. 25,
from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.,
with “Lift Our Voices,” a pre-
sentation by Vanessa Ford,
associate director of the
Community Music School
of Springfield, who will dis-
cuss defining oneself and

owning your story.

In  addition, HCC’s
Marieb Adult Learner Suc-
cess Center will host Black
History Month-themed
book readings, accompa-
nied by milk and cookies, in
the Parent Learning Center
(Frost 269) for student par-
ents and their children, on
Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 10
a.m., and Monday, Feb. 23,
at 11 a.m.

HCC and NEPM co-hosting Feb. 18
free lunchtime talk on philanthropy

HOLYOKE - Holyoke at-
torney Gina Barry, a 1994
graduate of Holyoke Com-
munity College and an es-
tate planning specialist, will
present “Pro Tips for Savvy
Philanthropy” during a com-
plimentary lunch at the HCC
MGM Culinary Arts Institute
on Wednesday, Feb. 18.

The lunch, part of a series
of “Inspired Giving” events
hosted by Holyoke Commu-
nity College, will run from
noon to 1:30 p.m. at the HCC
MGM Culinary Arts Insti-
tute, 164 Race St., Holyoke.
The lunch is free and open
to the public, but advanced
registration is required as
seats are limited.

The event 1is being

co-hosted by New England

Public Media, the local affili-
ate of National Public Radio,
which saw its federal funding
eliminated last year. NEPM
Executive Editor Elizabeth
Roman, a 2003 graduate of
HCC, will speak about the
impact of community jour-
nalism and her journey from
HCC to her current role.

HCC President George
Timmons will provide wel-
come remarks.

Barry, chair of the Estate
Planning and Elder Law De-
partment of Bacon Wilson,
P.C., will break down what
donors should know about
the shifting tax landscape.

“Many people I talk to ar-
en’'t aware that recent chang-
es to the tax code might af-
fect their tax returns this

year, said John Sieracki, HCC
leadership gift officer. “Com-
bining forces with NEPM
during these challenging
financial times has been a
great way to get the message
out to our supporters.”

Lunch will be prepared
and served by students in
HCC’s culinary arts pro-
gram.

Parking is available on
site and along Race Street.

Ifthe college is closed Feb.
18 due to inclement weather,
the program will be moved
online, and registrants will
be emailed a Zoom link.

To register, please go to
hcc.edu/inspired or contact
John Sieracki, HCC leader-
ship gift officer, at 413-687-
0322 / jsieracki@hcc.edu.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

HCC ‘26-'27 scholarship season open

HOLYOKE — The Holy-
oke Community College
Foundation is now accept-
ing scholarship applica-
tions for the 2026-2027 ac-
ademic year.

The application dead-
line is Friday, March 13,
2026.

Last year, the HCC
Foundation awarded 410
scholarships worth about
$364,000 to 379 incoming,

current, and transferring

HCC students. Some stu-
dents received multiple
scholarship awards. The
average scholarship award
is typically around $900.

Students must be cur-
rently enrolled at HCC or
have been accepted for the
upcoming academic year
to be eligible for scholar-
ships.

Applicants only need

to fill out a single online
form to be automatically
matched with the scholar-
ships they are most qual-
ified to receive. There are
scholarships for new stu-
dents, current students
and students transferring
to other institutions, schol-
arships based on financial
need, scholarships for stu-
dents in specific majors,
scholarships for residents
of certain communities,
and scholarships that rec-
ognize academic achieve-
ment.

To view scholarship op-
portunities and begin the
application process, please
go to: www.hcc.edu/schol-
arships.

The HCC Scholarship
Resource Center, on the
first floor of the Donahue
Building (Room 158), is

Tt ¢ Celebration Tame!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor

Event Rental Needs

AN
TN

Tent and Table Rentals

197 Main Street

Unit Rear
JAGENTET

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297

open Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., to help
current and incoming stu-
dents navigate the process
of applying for scholar-
ships.

The HCC Foundationisa
501(c)(3) that works to ad-
vance the college’s mission,
vision, and values. Found-
ed in 1968 as the Friends
of Holyoke Community
College, in response to a
devastating fire that forced
the college to rebuild on a
new campus, the Founda-
tion now manages assets of
more than $20 million, the
largest community college
foundation endowment in
Massachusetts.

Questions should be di-
rected to the HCC Founda-
tion office at 413-552-2182,
or by email to scholar-
ships@hcc.edu.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-

ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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Playoff chances

could come down
to wins or points

CHICOPEE - It's been
a tough go recently for the
Agawam High School boys
basketball team. The Brown-
ies have lost five straight
games, including last Mon-
day evening at Chicopee
Comprehensive 68-60. In the
matchup, Agawam actually
led before a Comp comeback
gave the Colts a nine-point
lead at halftime.

Agawam played stronger
in the second half, but could
not keep up as Brody Fay
scored his 1,000th point late
in the game for the Colts,
who now have 15 wins for
the season and are a lock
for both the Western Mass.
and state tournaments. The
Brownies are 7-10 with one
game left in the regular sea-

‘J"’

son. It is not known if Aga-
wam makes the Western
Mass. tournament, but it will
come down to either win-
ning their final three games
and scoring a tournament
berth with a .500 record.

Agawam is also ranked
No. 33 in Division 2, and
could still squeeze into the
top 32 even if they are be-
low .500. Comp meanwhile
is going strong heading for
the tournaments. Fay scored
28 points to lead the Colts
while Elijah Kleps scored
14 and Xavier Kleps had 12
points. Agawam was led by
their own 1,000-point scor-
er, Trevor Moynihan with 21
points. Brody Sheehan had
15 points and Gavin Cruz
had 11 points.

@turleysports

www.turleysports.com

[ Jacebook.com/turleysports

Dylan Jorgensen sends a pass
across the court.

Brody Sheehan takes a fade-
away jump shot.

Yusuf Ebrahim sends a long
pass away.

Caeden Roeder heads into the
offensive end of the court.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Trevor Moynihan tries to get around an opponent.

Brownies offense

breaks out against

Holyoke

AGAWAM - Last Tues-
day evening, Agawam
High School girls basket-
ball had one of its best
performances of the year
in a 51-28 win over visit-
ing Holyoke.

Isabella Laprise led the
Brownies with a 15-point
night while Sophia La-
prise had 13 points and
Carly Calabrese chipped
in 12 points. Holyoke’s
Kyra Lippman had nine
points while Genesis Rive-
ra turned in seven points.

Agawam is 6-11 while
Holyoke fell to 4-13,

Above, Samantha Izzo
goes for the layup.
Left, Sophia Laprise
makes her way down
the court.

Madison Georgina heads for the corner.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Phoenix Bond passes out of the paint.

Carly Calabrese takes a free throw.

A new look coming for Western Mass. hockey tournament this year

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD -
The 2026 Western Massa-
chusetts high school hockey
tournament is scheduled to
take place from Feb. 16-19.

Six of the seven Berry Di-
vision teams will qualify for
the Class A tournament.

The Berry Division teams,
who are looking to qualify for
the Class A tournament, are
Westfield, East Longmead-

ow, Greenfield, Minnechaug
Regional, Longmeadow, Lud-
low, and West Springfield.

The Westfield Bombers
are the two-time defending
Class A champions. They de-
feated the Greenfield Green
Wave, 7-3, in last year’s cham-
pionship match.

All six of the teams in the
Fay-Wright Division will be
competing in this year’s Class
B tournament.

Those six teams are
Easthampton, McCann Tech,

Ambherst, Taconic, Agawam,
and Chicopee High School.

Agawam defeated Tacon-
ic, 6-1, in last year’s Class B
championship match.

The top two teams in Class
A & B will automatically ad-
vance into the semifinals.

Prior to playing the semi-
final round, the top-seeded
team in Class A will be facing
the second-seeded team in
Class B. The top-seeded team
in Class B will also play the
second-seeded Class A team.

Those games will boost
the team’s state power rank-
ings.

The other four teams in
each of the classes will be
playing in the quarterfinals
on February 16.

The higher-seeded teams
will be hosting the quarterfi-
nal matches.

Any of the quarterfinal
games played at the Olympia
Ice Center in West Spring-
field will be held during the
daytime. The game times

on rink 1 will be 11am and
1:30pm. The games on rink
2 will be at noontime and
2:30pm.

The losers of the quarterfi-
nals will be playing non-play-
off games against each other.

The Class A semifinals are
scheduled to be played at
Olympia on Feb.17. The start
times for those two games
will be 11am and 1:30pm.

The Class B semifinals are
scheduled for Olympia on
Feb.18. The start times for

those two games will also be
1lam and 1:30pm.

Both Western Mass. finals
will be played on rink 1 at
Olympia on Feb.19.

The Class B finals will be
held at 5:30 p.m. followed by
the Class A final at 8 pm.

The tickets prices for the
semifinals and finals are $8.
Tickets are available through
GoFan Only.

There is not a different
price for students or senior
citizens.
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Worcester Railers fall to Trois-Rivieres Lions in overtime

TROIS-RIVIERES,

— 'The Worcester Rallers
HC (21-17-4-1, 47 pts) fell in
overtime to the Trois-Riv-
ieres Lions (18-20-1-3, 40
pts) in front of a crowd of
2,793 on Saturday, February
7th, with a final score of 2-3
at the Colisée Vidéotron. The
Railers will play Trois-Riv-
ieres next in Worcester on
Friday, February 13th, with a
7:05 p.m puck drop.

The Lions nabbed the
first goal for the afternoon,
as Anthony Beauregard (1-
0-1) took advantage of the
heavy traffic in front of the
Railers net. Worcester an-

swered Trois-Rivieres goal
in the third period with two
back-to-back goals from An-
thony Callin (1-0-1) to tie the
game and Ryan Miotto (1-0-
1) to take the lead (2-1). Egor
Goriunov (1-0-1) claimed
the second Lions goal with a
slapshot to re-tie the game.
This tally pushed the game
into overtime. The final goal
of the afternoon came from
Lions’ captain Morgan Ad-
ams-Moisan (1-0-1) for a
final score of 3-2 in favor of
Trois-Rivieres.
Trois-Rivieres  secured
the initial lead of the after-
noon at 16:47 in the first.

While Worcester saw a pow-
er play turned 5-on-3 chance
in the midst of the period,
the two-and-a-half-minute
advantage would go unful-
filled. Worcester then went
on the penalty kill and suc-
cessfully barred the Lions
from capitalizing. As the
game neared the 17-minute
mark, Trois-Rivieres bested
the Railers amidst ongoing
traffic along Parker Gaha-
gen’s crease. While Gaha-
gen remained tied up one
one side of the net, Anthony
Beauregard (9th) played an
opportune rebound off of a
Railers’ skate to score. Shots

on goal were 11-8 in favor of
Trois-Rivieres. The Railers
went 0-for-2 on the power
play, while the Lions went
0-for-1.

The Lions held on to
their 1-0 lead from the first
through the second twen-
ty minutes of action. The
Railers received the only
power play of the period
at the 19-minute mark,
as Trois-Rivieress Cédric
Deruisseaux headed to the
box for slashing. Worcester
outshot Trois-Rivieres 11-
10, while the Lions added
another infraction to their
count for a total of three.

Worcester’s scoreless
streak ended in the third pe-
riod. Anthony Callin (15th)
broke the clean slate with a
breakaway goal at 4:54. Cal-
lin charged the Lions’ net,
where Lavalliere could not
stop the momentum and
pushed himself over the
goal line. Just thirty-nine
seconds later, Ryan Miotto
(10th) capitalized on an at-
tempted clear of the Lions’
net by Charles Martin. Mar-
tin pushed the puck with a
backhanded pass into the
awaiting Miotto for another
Railers goal. The Lions tied
the match with a one-timer

from Egor Goriunov (2nd)
at 16:44. The tally pushed
the game into overtime, the
third appearance for the
Railers in their past four
games. Trois-Rivieres ended
up with the 3-2 OT win, the
final goal a tip on the door-
step from captain Morgan
Adams-Moisan (8th), the
initial shot from Darick Lou-
is-Jean. Final shots were 39
for Trois-Rivieres and 25 for
Worcester. The Railers and
the Lions each earned one
penalty in the third, which
brought final totals up to
two for Worcester and four
for Trois-Rivieres.

T-Birds suffer loss to Marlies

TORONTO, ON - The
Springfield  Thunderbirds
(16-24-4-2) fell by a
final score of 5-1 to
the Toronto Marlies
(23-15-4-3) on Satur-
day inside Coca-Cola
Coliseum in what proved
to be one of the nastiest
games of the season.

Simmering tensions
boiled over from the open-
ing drop of the puck on
this night, a result of an al-
tercation in the clubs’ prior
meeting on Jan. 23. In that
contest, Marshall Rifai of
the Marlies fought Spring-
fields Simon Robertsson
and threw multiple punches
at a vulnerable Robertsson
when he was lying prone on
the ice. Robertsson has yet
to play in a game since.

On this day, Steve Ott
chose to start Kale Kessy for
the opening puck drop, and
Kessy immediately dropped
the mitts with Rifai, which
lit the fuse for three sepa-
rate fights between the foes
in the opening 15 seconds,
resulting in 37 combined
penalty minutes, plus a
game misconduct to Toron-
to defenseman Blake Smith.

Once the dust from the

alter-
tions sub-  sided, the
Marlies quickly threw their
own punches on the score-
sheet, beginning with Vin-
ni Lettieri snapping a shot
past Vadim Zherenko on the
blocker side just 1:12 into
the contest, giving Toronto
the 1-0 advantage on a 4-on-
4 goal.

Springfield’s power play
had a tough go to begin the
night, failing to connect
on a three-minute power
play from the remnants of
Smith’s penalty time. De-
spite outshooting Toron-
to 15-5 in the period, the
T-Birds’ deficit grew as Lo-
gan Shaw and Michael Pez-
zetta each beat Zherenko
just 1:22 apart, and with just
over five minutes left in the
first, it was 3-0, and Georgi
Romanov was summoned
to replace Zherenko in the

c a -

net.
Romanov more than
did his part as the game
moved to the second,
as Romanov denied 14
Toronto offerings in the
period and helped Spring-
field kill off a Marlie power
play in the process.

After nearly 120 min-
utes without a goal, former
Marlie Calle Rosen final-
ly got Springfield on the
scoresheet with just 10 sec-
onds left in the period, as
he sneaked down the left
wing and slammed a shot
through Artur Akhtyamov
on Springfield’s 26th shot
of the night to make it a 3-1
game into intermission.

However, the T-Birds did
not have any offensive juice
left in the tank in the third,
and Romanov finally relent-
ed a power-play goal to Luke
Haymes past the midpoint
of the third, which restored
Torontos three-goal advan-
tage, 4-1. Romanov finished
his terrific night in relief
with 26 saves on 27 shots. Bo
Groulx would add an emp-
ty-netter with the T-Birds
skating 5-on-4 with the ex-
tra skater to round out the
scoring,.

Subscribe online: www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

Public Notices

AGAWAM ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the
Agawam Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing
at the Agawam Senior Center,
954 Main St., Agawam, MA. on
Monday, February 23,2026 at
6:30PM for all parties interest-
ed in the request of Arkadzi Tsi-
moshak, who is seeking a Spe-
cial Permit in accordance with
the Town of Agawam’s Chapter
114-5 and Chapter 180-55 (35)
to allow the petitioner to seek a
Class II auto sales license at the
premises identified as 371 South
Westfield Street.

Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson

Agawam Zoning
Board of Appeals
02/05, 02/12/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103

She Decides Women Empowerment
Brunch scheduled for March 1

HOLYOKE - At a time
when women are balancing
rising economic pressure,
caregiving responsibilities,
and increasing burnout,
The Becoming Initiative is
bringing women together
for something many say
they rarely experience. A
moment to pause, recon-
nect, and be supported.

On Sunday, March 1, The
Becoming Initiative will
host the She Decides Wom-
en’s Empowerment Brunch
at Wyckoff Country Club in
Holyoke. The event is ex-
pected to serve more than
200 women from across
Western Massachusetts
and will launch a yearlong
series of empowerment
and personal development
programming,.

She Decides was created
in response to what orga-
nizers describe as a grow-
ing need for spaces that
support women beyond the
workplace. Many women
are leading families, con-
tributing to the workforce,
and holding communities
together while quietly car-
rying emotional, financial,
and personal burdens. The
brunch creates a space
where women can be seen,
supported, and reminded

of their value.
Last year’s event sold
out within two weeks. At-

tendees shared stories
of renewed confidence,
meaningful connection,

and a sense of clarity they
had been missing. The re-
sponse revealed a clear
demand for continued
programming focused on
growth, leadership, and
wellness.

This year’s event will
serve as a cornerstone
fundraiser for The Becom-
ing Initiative, a nonprofit
organization dedicated
to providing skill-based
training, personal devel-
opment, and transforma-
tional experiences for indi-
viduals at all stages of life.
Funds raised will directly
support workshops, com-
munity gatherings, and
leadership focused initia-
tives throughout the year.

Women attending the
brunch will participate in
guided conversation, sto-
rytelling, and moments of
reflection designed to en-
courage personal growth
and connection. Organiz-
ers say the goal is not just
inspiration, but impact
that extends long after the
event ends.

“We created She De-
cides because women are
constantly giving to every-
one else and rarely have
space to be poured into,”
said Nicole Polite, Founder
and Executive Director of
The Becoming Initiative.
“This brunch is a remind-
er that women matter,
their stories matter, and
when women are support-
ed, entire communities are
strengthened.”

The Becoming Initiative
is currently seeking com-
munity partners, spon-
sors, and supporters who
want to invest in women
and help expand access to
these experiences. Spon-
sorships help offset the
cost for women who may
not otherwise be able to at-
tend and ensure the orga-
nization can continue its
programming throughout
the year.

Tickets and sponsor-
ship opportunities are now
available.

For more information
about the She Decides
Women’s Empowerment
Brunch or partnership op-
portunities,visit:  https://
www.thebecominginitia-
tive.org/events .

Docket No.
HD21P2105PM
In the matter of:
John Macedonia
of Agawam, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent
and all other interested per-
sons, you are hereby noti-
fied pursuant to Rule 72 of
the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court, that
the Fourth account(s) of Susan
A McCoy of Springfield, MA
as Conservator of the property
of said Respondent has or have
been presented to the Court for
allowance.

You have the right to object
to the account(s). If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 03/06/2026. This day is
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to
object to the account(s). If you

fail to file the written appearance
and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you,
including the allowance of the
account(s).

Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3
of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to
the Conservator, by registered or
certified mail, a written request
to receive a copy of the Petition
and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request

on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: January 30, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
02/12/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0206EA
Estate of:

Louise Rita Wagner
Also known as:
Louise R Wagner
Date of Death: 04/09/2010
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Final Probate
of will with Appointment of
Personal Representative has
been filed by Jane M Seaver of
Feeding Hills, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Jane M Seaver of Feeding
Hills, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 03/03/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

2
3

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: Rebruary 04, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
02/12/2026
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:
FIREWOOD - I
Fresh cut & split $225.00 Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
Seasoned cut & split $325.00 keyboards, vintage electronics,

jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate.

All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central Call Paul 413-206-8688

Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood

Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
0178

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Find archives of this
local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

ELECTRICIAN HEATING &

AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls —
Oil and Gas, AC service also.
413-222-2904 Bobby.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical

services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to
Carry permit $140.
Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 1sed
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa- '
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

~Walker

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry »
Framing * Drywall »
Painting * & more!

Call us at 413.283.8393

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-

wzﬁ coM*
TAX TIME |

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 51 For A |IRS

413-967-8364 RIZLTL

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

== 535 = == | gigé
PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-34.8-2279

I

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

]

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY'!

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
: JH Quabbin ———
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:
5 6 7 8 50,500
9 10 1 12 wﬁ&
13 14 15 16 Eg Eﬁ
17 18 19 20 Basgzl’gag qn
21 | 22 | 28 e s “n
2 i | 28 nepia| 27 | 28 weris| | Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
29 Bast;;;.igg 30 Basesg{iga 31 Bast;:;rfts:g 32 Basgggg
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 Bestmn | 34 Beao0| 39 Besgaan| 36 5| for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.
37 R | 39 i 40 B
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

HUBBARDSTON
BARRE

NEW BRANTREE

BRINFELD

- M

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

(4 1 3) 687-5552 | matc (41314784212
/
LANDSCAPING  STUMP GRINDING
TP‘?‘ DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
o L Al:l*.bnolzlill-lll-’s stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
BoB c::': ssn\ﬁ C&E nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212
Excavator Services

HEALTH CARE

SEEKING PERSONAL
CARE ATTENDANT.
$20/per hour with benefits.
Part-Time/Full Time. No experience
necessary. Serious inquiries only.
Call/text 413-813-5282/Warren.
Must pass Cori.

OR

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET.
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry,
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

| CERER
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

wd

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call

1-413-283-8393
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More activities and programs available in February at APL

AGAWAM - Our Adult
Winter Reading Challenge
has begun, but there is still
plenty of time to log your
hours, complete activities,
and contribute to our com-
munity reading goal! Visit
agawamlibrary.beanstack.
org to participate online or
visit the Agawam Library
Information Desk to par-
ticipate in person. The last
day to enter your raffle tick-
ets for the end-of-challenge
drawing is Saturday, Feb. 21.

Transport yourself to
1900s Paris and revel in
the romance of the Moulin
Rouge at our Red-Themed
Valentine’s Day Movie Mat-
inee on Saturday, Feb. 14
at 10:30 a.m. Tasty brunch
items will be served. Please
register to attend this event.
If music is more your style,
join us and jam out to songs
you love (or love to hate!)
at Valentine’s Day Music
Bingo: Sappy Love Songs
and Anti-Love Songs. Com-
pete to win one of our low
stakes prizes as you enjoy
some forgotten love songs.
Regardless of your opinion
on Valentine’s Day, the mu-
sical selections will have
something for everyone.
This event will take place on
Thursday, Feb. 19 at 6:30 p.m.
and registration is required.

Tea & Trivia will take
place on Tuesday, Feb. 17 at
6:30 p.m. and Wednesday,
Feb. 18 at 2:30 p.m. Come by
yourself or with a team and
join us for a couple of rounds
of Jeopardy and pub-style
trivia; prizes will be award-

ed to the winning teams. We
will use the same questions
for both sessions, so register
for the time you prefer and
join us for some fun.

On Wednesday, Feb. 25 at
7 p.m. on Zoom. In this pre-
sentation, mystery authors
Connie Berry, Lane Stone,
Nina Wachsman, and M. A.
Monnin—known collectively
as the Curators of Crime—
will examine the publics
fascination with the recent
burglary of Napoleonic jew-
els at the Louvre and discuss
how as authors they have
used the same elements in
their books. To attend these
events, please visit agawam-
library.org.

On Thursday, Feb. 12 at
2 p.m., Dr. Lindsey Stewart
will discuss her book The
Conjuring of America: Mo-
jos, Mermaids, Medicine,
and 400 Years of Black
Women’s Magic. Stewart’s
book tells the stories of Ne-
gro Mammies of slavery; the
Voodoo Queens and Blues
Women of Reconstruction;
and the Granny Midwives
and textile weavers of the
Jim Crow era. These women,
in secrecy and subterfuge,
courageously and devoted-
ly continued their practices
and worship for centuries
and passed down their tradi-
tions. Join us to take part in
the magic and celebrate the
legacy of Americas found-
ing Black women! History
buffs take note: Smithso-
nian Curator Emeritus Tom
Crouch will present his book
Smithson’s Gamble: The

Smithsonian Institution in
American Life, 1836-1906.
A Smithsonian veteran of
almost 45 years, Crouch
paints a robust picture of a
unique American Establish-
ment and its lasting legacies.
This event will take place on
Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 2 p.m. To
register attend these virtual
author talks, please call the
library or visit library.org/
agawamlibrary.

Fend off the cold with a
little bit of light exercise at
Chair Yoga on Wednesday
mornings at 9:05 a.m. Led by
yoga instructor Heidi Taber-
man, this drop-in class is
perfect for folks of all fitness
levels. Do you need help us-
ing digital library resources
like Libby, Hoopla, or Kano-
py? Book a One-on-One Li-
brary Tech Help Appoint-
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wam City Council passed a
resolution to inform the state
legislature it is opposed to
the two bills.

It drew interest from the
public, which spoke prior to
council discussion on the
resolution.

“What gets everyone’s at-
tention (in these bills) is re-
ducing miles traveled,” said
resident Douglas Reed. “It’s
biased toward Western Mass.
It’s such a slippery slope. I
understand there is a con-
cern about emissions. It’s go-
ing cripple people in Western
Mass. There are people who
travel as far as Boston (for
their job). It’s a burden. It’s a
big burden”

Denis Dorsoshenko said
he is a father of four, and is
a self-employe construction

worker traveling 80 miles per
day on average.

“I drive an average 17,000
miles a year; he said. “I pay
on that mileage whether I
am in Massachusetts or Con-
necticut. It’s an infringement
on our rights. It’s paying to
move around.’

Doroshenko went through
the numerous taxes and fees
residents already pay, includ-
ing tolls, excise tax, and gas
taxes, saying residents pay
enough.

More speakers expressed
similar concerns. No one
spoke from the public spoke
in favor of the senate bills at
the meeting, but one resident
Bill Shoenborn, submitted a
letter to the editor saying the
senate bills should pass (see
the letter on page 4).

Councilor Peter McNair
believes the potential of the
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proposal is biased toward the
other side of the state.

Councilor Thomas Hen-
drickson opposed the city
council resolution to con-
demn the senate bills.

He said the senate bills
have worthy goals, to reduce
emissions.

“I drive across the state
a lot” he said. “Every time I
do, I wish we could take 100
cars off the road and replace
it with one train or one bus.
These are the types of goals
we are looking at doing”

He, like Shoenborn, said
one of the senate bills only
establishes a study and is
meant to come up with an al-
ternative for people who are
driving electric vehicles, and
doing wear and tear to state
roads and highways, but do
not have to contribute be-
cause they are not paying any
fuel taxes.

The resolution passed 8-2
with Hendrickson and Coun-
cilor Christine Rickmon op-
posing it.

According to the state’s
website, S.2246 is currently
referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.
S.2404 is currently referred to
the committee on Transpor-
tation.

ment with Librarian Erica
LeFebvre to get started. We'll
have three 45-minute ap-
pointments on Wednesday,
Feb. 18 between 5:30 and 8
p-m. as well as Monday, Feb.
23 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
To book an appointment,
please visit agawamlibrary.
libcal.com/appointments.
Please note that these ap-
pointments are specifically
for help with library resourc-
es, not general tech help. Are
you a writer looking to con-
nect with other writers? Join
our Writers Group hosted
by Katherine Anderson on
Thursday, Feb. 26 at 6 p.m.
This in-person workshop is
open to writers of all levels
and genres. There will be op-

portunities for peer and host
feedback, finding opportuni-
ties for submission to maga-
zines, literary journals, and
presses, and more. Please
register to attend.

Thank you to the Agawam
Center Library Association
and the Friends of the Aga-
wam Library for sponsoring
select library programs.

Upcoming holiday clos-
ings include Monday, Feb. 16
in observance of Presidents’
Day. During the winter
months, any closings or late
openings due to inclement
weather will be reported to
local TV stations 22 and 40,
as well as their websites and
the librarys social media
platforms.

Stanley Park history program to explore
the park’s origins and lasting legacy

WESTFIELD - Stanley
Park of Westfield in collab-
oration with the Westfield
Athenaeum invites the
community to step back in
time during a special Stan-
ley Park History Program
on Thursday, Feb. 19, from
3 to 5 p.m. The program
will be held at the Westfield
Women’s Club, 28 Court
Street, Westfield, MA.

Local historian Rob-
ert Brown will lead an en-
gaging discussion on the
origins of Stanley Park,
tracing its beginnings in
1949 and highlighting the
people, vision, and preser-

vation efforts that shaped
the park into the cherished
community space it is to-
day. Brown’s dedication to
uncovering and sharing
Westfield’s history earned
him a Westfield Preserva-
tion Award from the West-
field Historical Commis-
sion in 2023.

Attendees will also enjoy
a screening of the 8-minute
documentary, Stanley Park:
Rooted in the Past, Grow-
ing for the Future, which
captures the park’s histo-
ry, mission, and enduring
impact. Stanley Park staff
will be on site to answer

questions about the park,
upcoming programs, and
ways to get involved during
the upcoming season.

Light refreshments will
be served.

This free program is
open to the public and of-
fers a meaningful opportu-
nity for longtime support-
ers and new visitors alike
to deepen their connection
to Stanley Park.

For questions or addi-
tional information, please
contact the Development
Office at 413-568-9312
ext. 108 or email develop-
ment@stanleypark.org.
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able, but leadership means
making difficult choices
and seeing them through”

During his time on
the Select Board, Perron
led the effort to establish
Southwick’s municipal ag-
gregation program — an
initiative he pursued after
researching why neighbor-
ing towns were able to se-
cure lower electric rates for
residents. He also brought
forth proposed zoning and
policy changes to support
responsible economic de-
velopment and strengthen
local finances. Perron also
authored Southwick’s town
flag policy to prevent con-
stitutional and civil rights
conflicts while keeping the
town’s practices clear, law-
ful, and consistent.

Perron said he decided
to run because he believes
too many people have
become accustomed to
watching government fall
short, complaining about
it, and then doing nothing
to change it.

“I'm not the type of
person who can sit back,
complain, and do nothing
— and I said that when I

ran for the Southwick Se-
lect Board,” Perron said. “I
heard so many people say
they weren't getting what
they needed or wanted, but
at the same time, almost
nobody was willing to take
the initiative to step up, do
the work, and actually run.
When the last election cy-
cle went by and there was
only one candidate, that
was the moment I really
started thinking seriously
about whether I should do
this — whether I should run
and see if I could do better”
Perron said his cam-
paign is focused on restor-
ing trust in government,
reducing cost-of-living
pressures, and fighting for
fair funding for Western
Massachusetts.
“Massachusetts has be-
comeone ofthemost expen-
sive places in the country to
live,” Perron said. “Families
are getting squeezed from
every direction — energy,
housing, healthcare, tax-
es, and everyday costs. We
need a representative who
understands what it’s like
to live here, work here, raise
a family here, and fight for
this region to get its fair

Perron said he is run-
ning as an Independent
because he believes a state
representative should an-
swer first and foremost to
the people of the district
— and should be willing
to work with anyone, re-
gardless of party, to deliver
results for Western Massa-
chusetts.

“I'm running as an In-
dependent because I an-
swer to the people of this
district,” Perron said. “And
I'll work with anyone — Re-
publican, Democrat, or In-
dependent — if it helps our
towns and our region.”

Perron concluded by
emphasizing that his cam-
paign is not about person-
alities — but about the peo-
ple of the district and the
work that needs to be done.

“I'm not running against
anyone,” Perron said. “I'm
running for the people of
this district. And if you
honor me with your vote,
I'll serve with honesty, in-
dependence, and purpose.”

Perron has to collect sig-
natures in order to get on
the ballot officially. Nomi-
nation papers were sched-
uled to come out earlier
this week.

Turley Publications is a
locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,
401k, and health plan.
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