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AGAWAM – Luke LaBor-
de is going for the rank of 
Eagle Scout in the next cou-
ple of months, and is leading 
his troop on a project to raise 
awareness and collect sup-
plies for at-risk or homeless 
veterans.

His great-grandfather a 
Korean War conflict veteran, 
LaBorde said his grandfather 
made the suggestion to him 
to do an Eagle Scout project 
that helps out local veterans.

LaBorde said he has 
teamed up with Soldier On, 
an organization that helps 
local veterans with housing, 
and has a facility located on 
S. Westfield St. in Agawam.

“I met with them and pre-
sented my project to them,” 
LaBorde said. “They were 
supportive and are going to 
help get our care packages 
out to veterans who need 
them.”

LaBorde said at first, his 
project was about collect-
ing shoes, but morphed into 
seeking to create full care 
packages with needed sup-
plies for homeless veterans.

“We thought the care 
packages would work better,” 
LaBorde said.

Last Sunday, LaBorde 
led some members of Scout 
Troop 82 in a donation drive 
outside Stop & Shop on 
Springfield St. in Feeding 
Hills.

LaBorde and the scouts 
presented a poster board to 
store-goers showing what 
the project was, and many 
leaving the store left mone-
tary donations, which he will 
use to buy supplies he needs 
to make the care packages.

Coming up this weekend, 
LaBorde and the scouts will 

hold two donations drives. 
The first will be on Saturday, 
Feb. 21 outside of Geissler’s 
Supermarket on Suffield St. 
On Sunday, Feb. 22, he will be 
back outside of Stop & Shop. 
Both drives will go from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

“This is a great project for 
him to lead the scouts on,” 
said Troop Leader Mark Mc-
Laughlin. “It will definitely be 
appreciated by the veterans 
in the community.”

Anyone who is able to 
make donations this coming 
weekend are asked to bring 
them out to the donations 
drives this weekend.

Among the supplies need-
ed, any kind of clothing, and 

hygiene products such as 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, ra-
zors, deodorant, mouthwash, 
wash clothes, soap, hand 
warmers, and dental floss. 

Once collected over the 
next few weeks, LaBorde will 
purchase more supplies with 
the monetary donations and 
construct as many care pack-
ages as he can. He will bring 
them to Leeds, and some of 
them will be distributed in 
Agawam to veterans in need 
locally.

Following the completion 
of the project, LaBorde will 
make a presentation to the 
scout board for consider-
ation of his Eagle Scout rank, 
which he must complete by 

May, when he turns 18-years-
old.

If you are unable to make 
it to the donation drives this 
weekend, but would still 

like to assist in LaBorde and 
Troop 82’s efforts, you can 
contact LaBorde at 413-222-
4519 or by email at lukelabor-
de30@gmail.com.

Battery Energy facility enters site plan approval stage
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – On Thursday, 
Feb. 19, the Agawam Plan-
ning Board will hear a site 
plan proposal for the recent-
ly named “Agawam Energy 
Center.”

Longroad Energy is the 
company that is working to 
establish a battery energy 
storage system in town. The 
BESS are allowed by right 
thanks to state law despite 
heavy resistance from res-
idents in many towns and 
cities who are afraid of the 
harsh environmental im-
pacts if there is a leak or 
some type of a fire resulting 
from the facilities.

Mayor Christopher John-
son held information ses-
sions with Longroad last 
month, working to inform 
the public on the realities of 
BESS along with the current 
intentions of Longroad En-
ergy.

Longroad noted during 
the information sessions 
that while they have the abil-
ity to locate a facility in Aga-
wam, thanks to ordinances 
installed by the Agawam City 
Council about a year ago, 

and BESS facility that looks 
to locate in town must ad-
here to some of the highest 
safety standards and in the 
entire country, one of their 
representatives said.

Residents were able to 
view the plans for the facility 
at length as well as ask ques-
tions of project managers.

Johnson held two in-
formation sessions at the 
Agawam Senior Center to 
accomplish this, with city 
councilors and other town 
officials available to inter-
act with residents who have 
questions and concerns.

“This was something that 
was approved at the state 

level,” Johnson. “There is 
nothing that can be done to 
prevent them from coming 
in.”

Johnson also advised res-
idents, who packed the din-
ing hall at the senior center, 
that Agawam is not the only 

Incumbent 
announces 
re-election 
campaign

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – With the re-
lease of nomination papers 
last week came an expected 
announcement from State 
Rep. Nicholas Boldyga that 
he will indeed seek re-elec-
tion for another term in the 
state House of Representa-
tives.

Boldyga is one of a small 
handful of Republican legis-
lators in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, and he 
has overcome Democratic 
challengers multiple times, 
though he was unopposed 
two years ago.

This year, to make up for 
that, he will face not one, but 
likely two challengers.

Democrat and current 
Agawam City Councilor 
Thomas Hendrickson and 
independent former South-
wick Select Board member 
Jason Perron have both made 
announcements in the pre-
vious few weeks looking to 
challenge for Boldyga’s seat 
which he has held since the 
beginning of 2010.

Boldyga continues to seek 
an end to wasteful spending 
and says he is running to pro-
mote transparency and com-
mon-sense policy.

“It has been an honor to 
serve as state representative,” 
Boldyga said in an announce-
ment made on social media. 
“I am running because too 
many families, seniors, and 
small businesses are being 
priced out of Massachusetts 

BOLDYGA   ❙   page 10

PLAN   ❙   page 10

Swimmers break record

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Members of the Agawam High School 400 freestyle 
relay recently broke a record. AHS Principal James Blain 
recently congratulated Donna Carrier, Vincy Cheung, 
Hannah Newsome, and Angie Prividenyuk for an incredible 
performance and a brand-new school record. What an 
exciting and well-deserved achievement for this amazing 
team. They completed the event at 3:54.74.

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Representatives from Longroad Energy present their plans for a battery energy storage system in 
Agawam.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Members of Troop 82, led by Eagle Scout-hopeful Luke LaBorde, 
hold a donation drive last Sunday at Stop & Shop. The goal of the 
donation drive is build care packages for at-risk and homeless 
veterans.

Eagle Scout projectEagle Scout project
Luke LaBorde seeks donations for 
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AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Historical Association’s com-
memoration of the United 
States Semiquincentennial 
continues on Thursday, Mar. 
19, when the public is invited 
to the Captain Charles Leon-
ard House, 663 Main Street, 
Agawam for the association’s 
Spring Meeting. At 6:30 p.m., 
actress Sheryl Faye will per-
form her new multimedia 
live show “Abigail Adams – 
Liberty & Legacy,” and bring 
Adams’ words, wit, and wis-
dom vividly to life for mod-
ern audiences.

Blending live perfor-
mance, immersive multime-
dia, original music and visual 
design, Liberty and Legacy 
reintroduces Abigail Adams 
not simply as a founder’s 
wife, but as a fearless po-
litical thinker, advocate for 
women’s rights, and moral 
compass during the Ameri-
can Revolution and the birth 
of a nation. Through Adams’ 
own letters and writings—
paired with contemporary 
staging and technology—the 
show invites audiences to ex-
perience her enduring rele-
vance in conversations about 
liberty, equality, leadership, 
and civic responsibility. This 
event is free and open to the 
public. 

Other semiquincenten-
nial events planned by the 
Agawam Historical Associa-
tion include the dedication 
of Agawam’s Liberty Tree at 
the Thomas Smith House 
on Apr. 19; presentation of 
George Baker’s “Meet John 
Adams — A Lively and Revo-

lutionary Conversation with 
America’s Second President” 
on May 28; US Semiquincen-
tennial Observance & Cele-
bration at the Thomas Smith 
House on July 4; “The Noble 
Train Arrives” Henry Knox 
250th commemoration and 
demonstration with live oxen 
from Fort Ticonderoga on 
Aug. 1; Sept. 12 presentation 
by master stone carver and 
gravestone conservator Ran-
dall Nelson about his work 
carving replicas of badly 
deteriorated gravestones of 
Revolutionary War veterans 
as replacements for the orig-
inal stones; and presentation 
of “Who Made the Grave-
stones in Agawam’s Old 

Burying Grounds” 
which will also 
mention grave-
stones of Revo-
lutionary War 
veterans buried 
in Agawam, by 
Bob Drinkwater, on Oct. 15. 
Eighteenth century encamp-
ments and living history 
demonstrations by the 25th 
Continental Regiment will 
be featured at the Thomas 
Smith House on July 4, and 
Oct. 10.

Information about these, 
and other Agawam Historical 
Association events planned 
for 2026, can be found at aga-
wamhistory.org and the Aga-
wam Historical Association’s 

Instagram and Facebook 
pages. 

The private non-profit, 
all-volunteer Agawam His-
torical Association preserves 
and presents Agawam and 
Feeding Hills history, and 
provides educational op-
portunities at its quarterly 
meetings. The association ar-
chives and displays artifacts 
pertaining to the Town of 
Agawam and its Fire Depart-
ment in the Marilyn P. Curry 
History Room and Chief Rus-
sell “Rusty” Jenks Apparatus 
Room, both located in the 
Agawam Historical & Fire 
House Museum, housed in 
the former Elm Street Fire 

Station at 35 Elm 
Street in Agawam 
Center. The asso-
ciation owns, and 
has preserved, the 
ca. 1757 Thomas 
Smith House, at 
251 North West 
Street in Feeding 
Hills, in largely 
original, unre-
stored condition; 
the property was 
listed in the Na-

tional Register of Historic 
Places in 2005. The associ-
ation also offers an annual 
scholarship to an Agawam 
high school senior pursuing 
higher education in a his-
tory-related field. For more 
information, please visit 
agawamhistory.org or follow 
the Agawam Historical As-
sociation on Instagram and 
Facebook. Volunteers and 
new members are always 
welcome.

Abigail Adams next historical presentation Applications now 
available for Garden 
Club scholarship 

AGAWAM – Applica-
tions are now available for 
the Agawam Garden Club 
2026 scholarship. To qualify 
for the scholarship students 
must be a graduating senior 
of Agawam High School or 
a college student who grad-
uated from Agawam High 
School and is planning to 
attend an institution of 
higher learning in the Fall. 
Applicants must be major-
ing in or planning on ma-
joring in one of the follow-
ing:  botany, environmental 
engineering, environmen-
tal science, earths systems, 
forest management, natu-
ral resources, plant soil and 
insect science, sustainable 
agriculture, sustainable 

horticulture or food and 
farming, turf grass science 
and management, land-
scape design and manage-
ment technology, clean 
energy, technology studies: 
waste water or other envi-
ronmental related studies. 
The recipient will be award-
ed a $1,000 scholarship at 
the clubs annual May meet-
ing. Completed applica-
tions along with transcripts 
and references must be 
submitted to Denise Car-
mody, 40 Primrose Lane, 
Agawam MA 01001 by Apr. 
1.  Applications are avail-
able through Agawam High 
School or can be found on 
our website at agawamgar-
denclub.com.

AHS Class of 1970 
planning fall reunion

AGAWAM – Agawam 
High School Class of 1970 
will be holding its 
class reunion in the 
fall. We are looking 
for our classmates. 
Please contact one 
of the committee 
members listed 
below with your 
name and email address. 
Thank you and hope to see 

you all soon.
Gale Sullivan: GaleP-

S u l l iv a n @ v e r i z o n .
net Holly Cloran: 
PohnerHolly@gmail.
com Scott Mac-
ey: mace1459@
comcast.net Gail 
Donais: GC-
Donais@cox.net 

Shirley Porter: ShirleyPort-
er525@gmail.com

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Agawam Historical Association will hold a 
presentation featuring the history of Abigail Adams.

Abigail Adams

Original HPS receiver appointed new Secretary of Education for the Commonwealth
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com 

HOLYOKE – In a bit of 
a full circle moment, as the 
city is preparing to name its 
first superintendent since 
re-taking local control of the 
Holyoke Public Schools, the 
original appointed state re-
ceivership has come back into 
the limelight.

On Wednesday morning, 
Gov. Maura Healey, who is 
currently running for her sec-
ond term, named Dr. Steven 
Zrike as the new Secretary of 
Education for the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

Zrike guided the Holyoke 
Public Schools through the 
formative years of receiver-
ship. He was the first receiver/
superintendent in Holyoke 
and led the district unilateral-
ly after the state took control 
due to underperforming test 
scores and graduation rates.

Zrike led the district 
through the implementation 
of a turnaround plan and 
worked to increase gradu-
ation rates, reconfigure the 
school district, and increase 
overall achievement.

Zrike served the district 
for five years before departing 

the district. He led 
the turnaround 
of 11 chronically 
underperforming 
schools, improved 
academic out-
comes,  increased 
the graduation 
rate, and  reduced 
chronic absen-
teeism. He also 
served as  Su-
perintendent of 
Schools in Wake-
field, Massachusetts,  Chief 
of Elementary Schools for 
the Pilsen-Little Village Net-
work in the Chicago Public 
Schools and Principal of both 
the William Ohrenberger El-
ementary School and John 
Philbrick Elementary School 
in Boston. He began his ca-
reer as a fifth-grade teacher in 
Massachusetts’ Andover Pub-
lic School District.

He was most recently the 
superintendent of schools in 
Salem.

Now, he will be the fore-
most authority on education 
in Massachusetts with his 
new appointment.

According to a press re-
lease from the governor’s 
office, Current Secretary of 
Education Patrick Tutwiler 

will be stepping 
down from his  po-
sition  on Friday, 
Feb. 13  to assume 
the role of Presi-
dent and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of 
Walker  Therapeu-
tic & Educational 
Programs.

“Dr.  Zrike  has 
a proven  track 
record  of improv-
ing learning for 

thousands of students across 
our state and the country. 
From his time as a fifth-grade 
teacher, to principal and 
onto Superintendent, he has 
changed lives and inspired 
those he works with. We con-
gratulate him on this new 
role and  can’t  wait to work 
together to  make sure every 
student has a high-quality 
education from early child-
hood through college and ca-
reer,” said Healey. “I’m grateful 
for Secretary Tutwiler’s  lead-
ership as Secretary of Educa-
tion and his lifetime of service 
to the students of Massachu-
setts. Together, we created na-
tion-leading graduation stan-
dards, enrolled thousands 
more students in early college, 
added thousands of  child 

care  seats, expanded early 
literacy tutoring and made 
historic increases to college 
financial aid. But what I’ll re-
member most about Secre-
tary Tutwiler is his unfailing 
positivity and the absolute joy 
on the faces of students across 
the state any time he walks 
into the room. We wish him 
the very best in his next steps.”

“I am pleased to welcome 
Stephen as our next Secre-
tary of Education. As a for-
mer Mayor  of Salem, I know 
firsthand what a strong part-
ner he is for our students, 
teachers and parents, and I 
am confident his leadership 
will strengthen education 
across our state and build 
on the great work from the 
last three years under Secre-
tary Tutwiler’s leadership,” 
said  Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll. “It’s been a plea-
sure to work with Secretary 
Tutwiler, and  I  am beyond 
grateful for his commitment 
to the students across Massa-
chusetts. He will be missed, 
but I wish him the very best in 
his next steps, and I know he 
will continue to positively 
shape the futures of the stu-
dents of Massachusetts for 
years to come.”

Zrike was elated to take on 
the appointment made by the 
governor.

“I’m deeply grateful to Gov-
ernor Healey and Lieutenant 
Governor Driscoll for the op-
portunity to serve as Secretary 
of Education,” said Dr. Zrike. “I 
look forward to continuing to 
work alongside students, par-
ents and educators across the 
state to ensure every student 
has the support and oppor-
tunities they need to succeed. 
I will miss working with Sa-
lem’s students, educators, and 
families; the lessons they have 
taught me over the past six 
years will be central to how I 
lead as Secretary.”

Commissioner  of the 
Massachusetts Department 
of  Early  Education and Care 
Amy Kershaw will  serve 
as Interim Secretary  until 
Dr. Zrike assumes his position 
in March.

Since 2020, Dr.  Zrike  has 
served as Superintendent 
of Schools for Salem Pub-
lic Schools, where he led 
academic recovery efforts, 
strengthened educator sup-
port, expanded student-cen-
tered programming, and 
deepened partnerships with 
families and the broader com-

munity. He oversaw signifi-
cant gains in MCAS achieve-
ment, expanded full-day 
pre-kindergarten, reduced 
chronic absenteeism to be-
low pre-pandemic levels, and 
strengthened dual language 
and early college program-
ming.

Dr. Zrike holds a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in history from 
Dartmouth College  and  a 
master’s degree  and a doc-
torate  in education from the 
Harvard University Graduate 
School of Education. He is Cu-
ban-American  and speaks 
Spanish.  He lives in Ando-
ver with his wife, who is an 
elementary school special 
education teacher in the An-
dover Public Schools, and his 
children who attend public 
schools.

The Executive Office of 
Education oversees and co-
ordinates the work of the De-
partment of Early Education 
and Care, the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education (K-12), the Depart-
ment of Higher Education and 
the state’s 29 public colleges 
and universities to align pro-
grams, policies and resources 
across the entire public edu-
cation system.

Dr. Steven Zrike

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices
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AGAWAM – 
The VIP Mayoral 
Breakfast will be 
held on March 4 
from 7:30 to 9 a.m. 
at Tansey’s Ca-
tered Table. The 
event is put on by 
the West of the 
River Chamber of 
Commerce. The 
chamber believes 
the breakfast 
ought to be a cel-
ebration of flavors and a fun 
way to start the day with the 

mayors of Aga-
wam and West 
Springfield. The 
event will feature 
updates from 
both mayors and 
questions can 
be submitted to 
robin@westoft-
heriverchamber.
com for a Q&A 

part of the 
event. Go to the 
West of the Riv-

er’s website to register for the 
breakfast.

Chamber holding 
mayoral breakfast

United States Navy Concert Band coming to Symphony Hall March 1
SPRINGFIELD – The U. S. 

Navy Concert Band is bring-
ing their Northeast Tour to 
Springfield Symphony Hall 
on Sunday, March 1 at 2 p.m.

The free concert, present-
ed by the Spirit of Springfield 
and sponsored by Yellow-
stone Landscape, is celebrat-
ing the 250th  anniversary 
of the United States with a 
family-friendly concert.    It 
features a broad selection of 
musical works, from Amer-
ican classics to contempo-
rary pieces.    Selections in-
clude works from John Philip 
Sousa’s “Washington Post 
March,” The Wizard of Oz’s 
“Somewhere Over the Rain-
bow,” Aaron Copland’s “Buck-

aroo Holiday,” John Williams’ 
“Liberty Fanfare,” “America 
the Beautiful,” “Armed Forc-
es on Parade,” and so much 
more!

“Touring the nation and 
performing concerts means 
connecting with communi-
ties and telling the great sto-
ries of our Sailors working 
around the globe to keep us 
safe and free,” stated Captain 
Robert “Seph” Coats, com-
manding officer of the U.S. 
Navy Band. 

The U. S. Navy Band con-
sists of 50 talented musi-
cians and vocalists, plus a 
highly-skilled production 
team.  They are accomplished 
musicians.    Almost all of the 

Sailors in the band have un-
dergraduate degrees in music 
and most have graduate de-
grees.   Their last Springfield 
concert was in 2016.

“It is an honor to host the 
U. S. Navy’s premier band in 
Springfield Symphony Hall,” 
said Spirit of Springfield Pres-
ident Judy Matt.    “The per-
formers love the acoustics, 
historic architecture, and the 
enthusiastic audience.”

Tickets are available at 
Pride Stores, Springfield Visi-
tor Center at 1319 Main Street, 
and the Security Desk at One 
Financial Plaza at 1350 Main 
Street in Springfield.    They 
can also be obtained by 
mailing a self-addressed 

stamped envelope to the Spir-
it of Springfield at 1350 Main 
Street, Suite 1004, Springfield, 
MA    01103.    Those without 
tickets can still attend.   They 
will be seated 10 minutes 
before the start of the perfor-
mance. 

Free parking for the con-
cert will be available in the 
I-91 South Garage courtesy 
of the Springfield Parking 
Authority.

In addition to Yellowstone 
Landscape, the free concert 
is supported by PIP Print-
ing, Pride Stores, Comcast, 
MassLive, Rock 102, The 
Republican, Western Mass 
News, NAI Plotkin, Spring-
field Business Improvement 

District, Springfield Parking 
Authority, and Springfield 
Symphony Hall.

For more information, vis-
it spiritofspringfield.org or 
call 413-733-3800.

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$196
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK LOIN CHOPS ROAST ...

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/19/26-225/262/19/26-225/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF 15/20 COUNT

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP
HEAD ON TAIL ON 1.5 LB BAG......... 

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

FULLY COOKED BREADED 
FISH WEDGES OR STICKS ........... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TUNA STEAKS ...............................

USDA INSP. FRESH EGGLANDS BEST

GRADE A LARGE FRESH EGGS 11/2 DOZ 

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$277
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$699

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

lb

lb
$269

$349

75¢

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST or STEAK

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
PORK LOIN STUFFED CHOPS 
or ROAST W/ BREAD STUFFING .....

$335
lb

$1288
lb

BEEF
TENDERLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$499
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUTCUT
FREEFREE lb

$249
ea

$799
lb

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PIG FEET .............................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN FEET ...................

SOUP’S ON!
$444

lb

  

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

Senior Center to offer 
CPR, AED training

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Senior Center is ex-
tremely excited to offer 
this potentially ‘ life sav-
ing class” to our staff and 
any senior interested in 
joining us. 

On Friday, Feb. 20 
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the 
Veterans Hall we will be 
offering CPR and AED 
training with Marsha 
Chappel from Baystate 
Hospital. 

Marsha is the certified 
AED and CPR trainer at 

Baystate Hospital and 
has kindly offered her 
training to the Agawam 
Senior Center. 

The cost is a $20 do-
nation due on the day of 
the class, all monies col-
lected on that day will be 
donated to the American 
Heart Association.

 If you are interest-
ed in joining this class, 
please call Kristina at 
413.726.2836 to reserve 
your spot. Spaces will be 
limited to 25.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Work continues at Agawam High School despite the cold and heavier than usual winter weather the past couple of months. The topping off ceremony was held last month where the final beam was 
placed on the new construction. Interior work continues at the site with work to continue all year long. The first phase of construction is supposed to be completed early next year.

Progress continues

Irish Night 2026 set to 
take place on Feb. 28

HOLYOKE – The Hiberni-
ans of Hampden/Hampshire 
Counties and Ladies Order 
invite the public to attend 
Irish Night in Holyoke 2026 
on Feb. 28 at the Log Cabin 
500 Easthampton Rd., Holy-
oke. 

Doors open at 5 p.m. and 
dinner is at 6:30 p.m.

The night will feature 
the Keohane and Kenneally 
Irish-American band and a 
corned beef and cabbage din-
ner with ribs. 

The price is $50 per per-

son and valet parking ser-
vices will be available.

For reservations by Feb. 
24 call Joe O’Connor at 413-
627-7148, or Fran Hennessey 
at 413-785-5687 or online at 
eventbrite.com. 

Additional entertainment 
by the Cassin School of Irish 
Dance and Piper Matt O’Con-
nor. 

The night is in memory of 
Hibernian Daniel P. Curran 
and will benefit the Maurice 
A. Donahue Memorial Schol-
arship.

Tax work-off program returning
The Town of Agawam is 

accepting applications for 
the 2026 Senior Citizen/Vet-
eran Property Tax Work-Off 
Program from Feb. 23 to Mar. 
10. This initiative allows eligi-
ble seniors, age 60+) and vet-
erans to earn credit toward 
their property tax bills by 
working in the Senior Cen-
ter or Veterans Office. “We 
are committed to support-
ing our senior citizens and 
veterans through this mean-
ingful program,” said Mayor 
Christopher Johnson. “This 

initiative not only assists our 
residents in managing their 
property taxes but also fos-
ters a strong sense of com-
munity involvement and civ-
ic engagement.” Eligible tasks 
may include administrative 
duties, cemetery headstone 
restoration, and other mu-
nicipal assignments.

Applications must be 
picked up at the Council on 
Aging/Senior Center, located 
at 954 Main Street in Aga-
wam.

A lottery will be conduct-

ed on March 11, 2026, if ap-
plications exceed available 
spots. If the senior/veteran 
declines participation based 
on placement then anoth-
er senior/veteran will be 
chosen in their place until 
positions are filled or appli-
cations are exhausted which-
ever comes first. 

For questions or to submit 
applications, contact Cindy 
Sullivan, Executive Director 
of the Council on Aging, at 
413-732-2835 or csullivan@
agawam.ma.us.

Senior Center hosting Murder Mystery
AGAWAM  — The Friends 

of Agawam Senior Center will 
host a Murder Mystery Show 
and Dinner Fundraiser on 
Tuesday, Mar. 24, from 5 to 
8:30 p.m.  at the Agawam Se-
nior Center. The event is open 
to the public.

The evening will feature the 
interactive murder mystery 
performance One Slew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest, presented 
by The Comical Mystery Tour, 
a professional theatre troupe 
based in Greenfield.

The storyline follows Dr. 

Frigmond Zoid, who claims 
to have developed a miracle 
cure capable of transforming 
people who believe they are 
someone they are not into 
their “true” selves. While the 
treatment may seem promis-
ing, complications arise—es-
pecially when some patients 
would rather remain superhe-
roes than return to normal life. 
Guests will enjoy an evening of 
humor, intrigue, and audience 
participation as the mystery 
unfolds.

Dinner will be catered by 

Partners Restaurant  and in-
cludes a choice of roasted 
chicken  or pasta and meat-
balls, along with salad, sides, 
and dessert.

Tickets are $50 per per-
son and must be purchased in 
advance. Tickets are available 
at the Agawam Senior Center 
or by calling 413-786-8010 and 
leaving a message. No tickets 
will be available at the door. 
Seating is limited.

Proceeds from the event 
will benefit the programs and 
activities of the Senior Center.

Mayor 
Christopher Johnson
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Guest Column

Shortly after the two 
part column on 
growing on-

ions, I received 
a question 
about shallots. 

My friend 
was looking 
through a seed 
catalog and 
wanted to know 
the ins and outs 
of growing them. 
This topic was a fun 
one for me because it re-
quired some research.  

Can you believe that 
the Garden Lady has 
never grown shal-
lots before? There 
is an explanation 
why, with part of 
the reason being 
that I am not what 
you’d consider a 
fancy cook, and shal-
lots have their place in 
fine dining.  

The other reason 
is that admittedly I 
never understood 
the point of shal-
lots – aren’t they 
just small onions? 
Why would you 
buy something spe-
cial for a recipe if you had a 
good old fashioned onion in 
the pantry?  

As all the cooks in the au-
dience gasp, let me qualify 
that statement with the fact 
that now I know better.

Shallots are slightly dif-
ferent plants from onions 
scientifically. Whereas the 
onion goes by the name Al-
lium cepa, shallots are what 
you would call a cousin, with 
the Latin name Allium cepa 
gr. Aggregatum.  

Although the fla-
vor hints of garlic 

(who is another more 
distant cousin), 

shallots are sweet-
er and more mild 
than onions, and 
are a staple in 

French and 
A s i a n 
c u i s i n e 
w h e r e 

they can 
be used 

raw or cooked. 
Think delicate 
sauces or vinai-
grettes. 

I laugh when 
I picture all of the 

onion family mem-
bers sitting around at a 

party. You’d have the gregar-
ious onion, the boisterous 
garlic and then the cultured 
shallot, wearing a beret and 
speaking with a French ac-
cent.  

I’m not sure why my mind 
went there, but it was a fun 
digression.                                

In terms of culture, shal-
lots are similar to onions in 
that they can be grown from 
both sets or seeds. Seeds 
would be started indoors 
anytime now through March. 
Transplants or sets are best 
planted in the garden as soon 
as the ground can be worked, 
usually early April.  

Although shallots mature 
smaller than onions, spac-
ing should still be four-six 
inches apart so that they can 
size up to their full potential. 
They are shallow rooted, so 
supplemental watering is a 
must.  

When foliage reaches 12 
inches, apply a mulch around 
the base of each plant to help 
conserve moisture and cut 
down on weed competition. 
Until that point, cultivate 
carefully by hand or pull indi-
vidual weeds as they pop up.  

Like onions, scallions be-

gin to “bulb up” around the 
time of the summer equi-

nox. Top dressing 
with fertilizer 
at that time is a 
smart idea.  

As sum-
mer draws 
to a close, 

shallots will 
exhibit similar die 
back as onions, 
whereby the tops be-

gin to fall over, indicat-
ing they are ready for harvest. 
If the weather cooperates, 
sun cure on the ground or 
garden path for a few days, 
then move indoors to a spot 
with good air movement to 
finish the curing process.  

Once necks have shrunk-
en and dried, cut the tops 
off to about one inch above 
the bulb and store in mesh 
bags as close as you can to 
the freezing mark with am-
ple humidity. One interest-
ing fact I learned from Fed-
co Seeds (www.fedcoseeds.
com) is that if you don’t have 
a room that cold, humidi-
ty can be adjusted to make 
up the difference for proper 
storage.  

For example, best case 
scenario dictates that shal-
lots need 34 degrees at 66 
percent humidity.  Say the 
coldest you can get your 
storage spot is 55 degrees, 
well then they would like 45 
percent humidity. The clos-
est you can get it to add up to 
100 the better.  

I wonder if this theory 
holds true for other crops 
in storage. My squash and 
pumpkin aren’t the happiest 
this year, so maybe I will look 
into how to manipulate the 
environment to avoid some 
of the shriveling I am seeing.  

Anyhow, I hope you had 
a few chuckles reading this 
column and that you might 
feel inclined to give shallots, 
that cultured onion cousin, a 
try this gardening season.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

What are shallots, anyway?

Dear Rusty: 
I have been working 

somewhat consistently since 
commencing my Social Se-
curity benefit income. I’ve 
been collecting since my full 
benefit age of 66, approxi-
mately. I’m now 81 and cus-
tomarily, in about October 
of each calendar year, Social 
Security notifies me of addi-
tional benefits from my addi-
tional work. Not this year.  

I earned some $18,000-
$19,000 in 2025. SS advised 
I did not meet some 35-year 
formula. I thought that for-
mula just applied to the orig-
inal benefit calculation. Oth-
erwise, one seems cheated 
given the SS taxes paid on in-
come received after applying 
for benefits without any con-
sideration for that income. 
Please advise me. 

Signed: Feeling Cheated

Dear Feeling Cheated: 
For Your Information, 

your Social Security benefit 
is always based on the high-
est 35 years of your lifetime 
earnings with your early 
years’ earnings automati-
cally adjusted for inflation. 
And that formula continues 
even after you start receiv-
ing benefits. Social Security 
will look at your earnings 
each year to see if your re-
cent earnings are among 
your highest. If so, they will 
automatically recalculate 
your benefit to give you a 
higher amount and pay you 
retroactively to the first of 
that year. 

Apparently, in past years, 
your more recent earnings 
were among the highest 
over your lifetime, which is 
why you received those no-
tifications in the fall of each 
previous year saying your 
benefit was adjusted based 
upon recent earnings. That 
you didn’t get a similar no-
tification this year, means 
that your earnings in 2024 
were not among the highest 
over your lifetime, so no ad-
justment to your monthly 
benefit was appropriate. 

Now, to clarify, those an-
nual notices you received 
in the past always referred 

to the preceding year – that 
is, if you received a notice in 
October 2024 of a higher SS 
benefit, that was a result of 
your 2023 earnings. If you 
got no such notice in Oc-
tober of 2025, that means 
that your 2024 income was 
not among the highest over 
your lifetime. And your 
2025 earnings of $18,000 
- $19,000 will likely not be 
among your lifetime high-
est either, so you probably 
won’t get a notice next year 
either. 

It’s important to under-
stand that your contribu-
tions to Social Security, i.e., 
the SS payroll taxes you pay 
while working, are not put 
into a separate account for 
you - rather, they are used 
to help pay benefits to all 
beneficiaries. 

In other words, just con-
tributing to SS with payroll 
tax from your work earn-
ings doesn’t necessarily 
mean you get a higher bene-
fit. Your SS benefit is always 
based upon the 35 years in 
which you earned the most, 
including recent years if 
you continue to work. So, 
you weren’t “cheated” that 
is simply how the program 
works your SS benefit is al-
ways based on your highest 
35 years of work earnings, 
including recent years, with 
earnings from the early 
years adjusted for inflation.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on 
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local 
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the 
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered for 

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the 
Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

I’m still working; 
Why didn’t my benefit 
amount increase

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact aan@turley.com
Agawam Advertiser News, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS
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your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Schools & YouthSchools & Youth
GSHFH Pickleball Tournament returns to benefit Habitat for Humanity

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications 

Manager, Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity

WESTFIELD – It’s back 
and it’s on! Get your team to-
gether and register for Great-
er Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity’s (GSHFH) Pickle-
ball Tournament on Sunday, 
March 29. The all-day event 
held at The Picklr in West-
field is sure to serve up kitch-
en-legal levels of fun.

That’s right, we’re down 
with the lingo and we mean 
this Habitat fundraiser will 
be all good. How could it not? 
The round-robin-style event 
features two-player teams. 
Play time will be divided into 
timed sections by skill lev-
el to ensure everyone gets 
worthwhile matchups and 
court time.

“The game itself is a fun 
way to get your body moving 
and is not as intimidating as 
tennis,” said Olga Callirgos, 
GSHFH Homeowner Ser-
vices manager, who played 
her first match at last year’s 
tournament. “Players are su-
per welcoming to newbies 
who don’t know what they’re 
doing. It’s definitely a com-
munity that looks out for 
one another. I’m still slowly 
learning the rules, though, 
because when I played, I just 
knew I had to hit the ball but 
not to hit it out of bounds.”

We’ll start the day at 8 
a.m. with beginners on the 
courts, roll into intermediate 
play, and finish strong with 
advanced matches. Tick-
ets are $50 per person and 
pre-registration is required. 
Snacks will be available and 
bragging rights are up for 
grabs. Plus, raffle tickets and 
merchandise are on hand for 
purchase.

“Pickleball has a way of 
bringing people together 
across ages and experience 

levels,” said Bree D’Amours, 
a member of GSHFH’s Board 
of Directors who’s also part 
of the planning committee. “I 
love the idea of being a part 
of an event that’s genuine-
ly fun while still promoting 
Habitat in a meaningful way. 
If people leave feeling ener-
gized, informed, and more 
connected to Habitat’s net-
work, then we’ve done well.”

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat’s first pickleball tour-
nament held in July 2025, 
attracted nearly 50 peo-
ple, including children and 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
mascot Boomer. Among the 
raffle prizes were a tabletop 
charcoal grill, gift baskets, 
pickleball swag, and Funko 
POP dolls.

“I had some fun and met 
some great people,” said 
Andy Szalai via a Facebook 
comment after last year’s 
tournament. “I’m looking 
forward to this being a tradi-
tion.”

GSHFH is a housing min-
istry dedicated to strength-
ening communities by 
empowering low-income 
families to change their 
lives and the lives of future 
generations through home-
ownership and home re-
pair opportunities. This is 
accomplished by working 
in partnership with diverse 
people, from all walks of life, 
to build and repair simple, 
decent, affordable housing. 
Habitat’s mission to provide 
homeownership opportuni-
ties to low-income families is 
unique as it requires partner 
families to work alongside 
the community that is reach-
ing out to help them. GSHFH 
has helped roughly 100 local 
families realize their dream 
of homeownership over the 
last 39 years.

For more information 
or to register, visit habi-
tatspringfield.org/pickleball.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Cut quickly
  5. A way to state 

clearly
 11. River in NE 

Scotland
 14. Expansive
 15. Lacking social 

polish
 16. Amount of time
 17. Frame
 19. Automobile
 20. Toadstools
 21. High school dances
 22. Utilize
 23. Experimented with
 25. One-sided
 27. Acquisitive
 31. Potted plants
 34. Everyone has one
 35. Kalahari Desert 

lake
 38. Unidentified flying 

object

 39. People 65 and over
 41. Small amount
 42. Daughter of 

Acrisius
 44. Ornamental box
 45. Government agents
 46. Uncertain
 49. A cotton fabric with 

a satiny finish
 51. Treeless plains
 55. One’s sense of 

self-importance
 56. Consumer advocate
 60. Type of lounger
 61. Body part
 62. Can be persuaded
 64. Woman (French)
 65. Ready and willing 

to be taught
 66. Arab ruler title
 67. Unhappy
 68. Gradually went 

away
 69. Able to think clearly

CLUES DOWN
  1. Brushed
  2. Small water spirit 

(Germ.)
  3. Heroes
  4. Monetary units
  5. Some don’t want to 

share theirs
  6. Free-swimming 

invertebrate
  7. Litigates
  8. Outer
  9. Parallelograms
 10. Uneasy feelings
 11. Cross
 12. A way to remove
 13. Pages can be 

dog-__
 18. Ukrainian city
 24. A citizen of Denmark
 26. Month
 28. Hindu queens
 29. Group of chemicals
 30. Rider of Rohan

 31. Wet dirt
 32. Southwestern Russia 

city
 33. Observed
 36. Angry
 37. Drivers’ licenses
 39. Musical composition
 40. Auction
 43. They __
 45. Women
 47. Be filled with love for
 48. Thick-soled sock
 49. Appears
 50. Old World lizard
 52. The leading 

performer
 53. Protein
 54. “Gunga Din” script 

writer
 57. Art __, around 1920
 58. __ Blyton, children’s 

author
 59. Abnormal breathing
 63. A place to rest

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 8

Expert players participate in a volley during Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity’s first-ever Pickleball Tournament at the 
Picklr last year.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Participants from Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity’s first-ever Pickleball Tournament pose after the action on July 20, 2025, at 
The Picklr in Westfield.

Kids prove pickleball is an all-ages game at Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity’s tournament.

“Falling back” to a season of change

It’s not just the leaves that 
change in autumn. We do, 
too.
Our bodies naturally 

change with the seasons, as 
the hours of sunlight, tem-
peratures and humidity fluc-
tuate. In our fast-paced mod-
ern world, we are tempted to 
ignore these seasonal signals, 
enabled as we are by artifi-
cial lighting, indoor climate 
control and the year-‘round 
availability of many foods. 
(Strawberries in January? Re-
ally?)

Let’s look at some of the 
ways our bodies adjust to fall, 
and a few ways you can per-
haps enhance wellbeing by 
paying attention to them.

Sleep disruptions
The hours of sunlight grad-

ually become fewer after the 
summer equinox, and then 
there’s the jarring change 
when we turn our clocks 
back in November. The poli-
ticians have haggled for years 
whether “falling back” is still 
necessary, as it requires stu-
dents to get up while it’s still 
dark, and sunset comes ever 
earlier.

The effects on our bodies 
are profound. With less expo-
sure to natural light, we sleep 
more, which can affect mood, 
focus, memory and energy. 
Later sunrises might make 
it harder to get out of bed in 
the morning, and daytime 
drowsiness becomes more 
frequent. 

Less physical activity
Chilly mornings and ear-

lier darkness may make us 
less likely to get that morn-
ing or evening walk in. We 
sit and watch football, eating 
nachos and drinking beer, 
rather than get outside our-
selves. All of this can lead to 
weight gain, which also af-
fects mood.

More frequent illnesses
As we are indoors more, 

we are exposed to more vi-

ruses, bacteria and allergens, 
and that’s why flu, COVID, 
colds and allergies come on 
more frequently. Drier air 
also has an impact, as it dries 
up our nasal mucous, which 
is designed to trap viruses, 
and lets those viruses in more 
easily. Drier noses may also 
bring on more nosebleeds.

Other changes
Researchers have found 

that people lose more hair in 
the autumn than in spring or 
summer, probably having to 
do with hormonal fluctua-
tions.

Those hormones may also 
go to work on the libido – 
more babies are conceived 
in November and December 
than at any other time of the 
year, according to data from 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. One the-
ory is that sperm quality is 
better in winter, but of course 
we’re also spending longer 
nights in bed.

Anxiety can be height-
ened, associated with the 
rigors of schoolwork and 
planning for the upcoming 
holidays.

And, of course, dry skin 
becomes more of a problem 
in the fall, when indoor hu-
midity drops.

A few tips:
Get more sunlight:  More 

exposure to sunlight increas-
es Vitamin D, serotonin and 

dopamine (the feel-good 
brain chemicals). In partic-
ular, morning sunlight helps 
our bodies sync our circadi-
an rhythms with the season, 
which in turn helps us sleep 
better at night. It can also 
counteract the effects of the 
blue light emanating from 
our computers, tablets and 
phones.

Put your senses to 
work:  Feel the colder air on 
your cheeks, listen to the 
leaves crunching under your 
feet and smell the changes 
in the air. Smell the crisp air, 
and perhaps experiment with 
some aromatherapy scents 
indoors – eucalyptus, carda-
mom, lavender – to elevate 
mood and tamp down anxi-
ety.

Take care of your 
skin:  Amp up your use of 
moisturizers, turn off the de-
humidifier and avoid long, 
hot showers and baths. Treat-
ing your skin kindly now will 
help as we head into the even 
drier winter months.

Try some “fall foods”: Eat-
ing vitamin-rich vegetables 
now will help you fight off 
winter illnesses. Good choic-
es include squashes (pump-
kin, butternut, acorn and the 
like); green leafy spinach and 
arugula; and cruciferous veg-
gies like kale, broccoli and-

HEALTH   ❙   page 10
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Scholarship applications accepted
WESTFIELD – The 

Horace Smith Fund will be 
awarding $317,000 in schol-
arships and fellowships 
to residents of Hampden 
County, who have also grad-
uated from an eligible high 
school or private school. 
This year 21 scholarships, 
four fellowships and one 
William R. Rooney Award 
for students with special 
needs will be presented to 
recipients at the June 18 
Awards Night ceremony at 
Storrowton Carriage House 
in West Springfield.

Scholarships are offered 
not only to graduating high 
school seniors but also to 
students already in college 

or those wishing to return 
to college.  Scholarships of 
$12,000 are distributed as 
$3,000 annually and renew-
able each year until gradu-
ation.  Fellowship awards 
of $15,000 are distributed 
as $7,500 annually and re-
newable for one additional 
year to students pursuing a 
full-time graduate degree. 
Students must maintain at 
least a B average to renew.  

Recipients are selected 
on a variety of criteria, in-
cluding academic records, 
merit, and financial need.  
Of great importance is a 
personal written account 
of why the student feels 
deserving of financial as-

sistance.  Applicants must 
submit their transcripts 
and, if applicable, college 
entrance exam scores or 
graduate degree specific 
tests, and three letters of 
recommendation.  

Completed applications 
must be received either 
electronically or be mailed 
to The Horace Smith Fund 
at 16 Union Avenue, Suite 
2K, Westfield, MA 01085 no 
later than March 15, 2026.  
Applications are available 
at local high school guid-
ance offices, college finan-
cial aid offices, and on-line 
at www.HoraceSmithFund.
org or by phoning (413) 739-
4222.  

Celebrates Civic Learning Week
HOLYOKE – From 

March 9 to 15, thousands 
of schools and organi-
zations across the na-
tion will celebrate Civic 
Learning Week, an annual 
nonpartisan awareness 
week bringing together 
students, educators, pol-
icymakers, and leaders 
in the public and private 
sectors to highlight and 
further energize the move-
ment for civic education 
in states and communities 
across the nation. 

Civic education is es-
sential to ensuring each 
and every person across 
this country is equipped 
with the necessary tools to 
engage as members of our 
self-governing society. As 
we look ahead to the 250th 
anniversary of the Decla-
ration of Independence in 
2026, we have an unparal-
leled opportunity to shine 

a light on the importance 
of civic education and the 
way in which it can sus-
tain and strengthen our 
“many voices, one nation” 
for the next 250 years and 
beyond.

“Wistariahurst Mu-
seum is excited to par-
ticipate in Civic learn-
ing Week, bringing 
several events to the mu-
seum along with sharing 
information on how to get 
involved with your local 
community.” says Emily 
Munsell, Wistariahurst 
Office Assistant. 

We know that the best 
civic learning happens 
both in and outside of the 
classroom, and is a lifelong 
endeavor touching every 
facet of society. In order 
to underscore the need to 
prioritize civic learning 
across the country, Civic 
Learning Week highlights 

the civic knowledge, skills, 
and dispositions that pro-
vide the foundation for 
an informed and engaged 
populace, sustaining and 
strengthening constitu-
tional democracy in the 
United States.

Learn about little-known abolitionists
HOLYOKE – On Saturday, 

Feb. 28 at 11 a.m. at Holyoke 
Public Library, join us for an 
hour of inspiring stories of 
commitment, courage, and 
resistance. Speakers Tom 
Weiner and Dr. Amilcar 
Shabazz will share from their 
recent book, “In Defiance: 20 
Abolitionists you were never 
taught in school,” which un-
covers stories of individuals 
who risked their lives in the 
struggle to end enslavement. 
The event is free and open to 
the public and will be held in 

the Community Room. After 
their talk, the authors will be 
available for questions and 
book signing.

Authors Tom Weiner and 
Dr. Amilcar Shabazz will of-
fer an engaging discussion 
of their recent book, In De-
fiance, which uncovers the 
stories of 20 individuals who 
risked their lives to fight en-
slavement and serves as a 
compelling call for justice 
and the preservation of his-
tory.

The talk focuses on the 
lives and words of a few of 
these individuals, highlight-
ing their courage, activism, 
and unwavering commit-

ment to freedom. Amid on-
going efforts to erase history, 
these stories serve as a pow-
erful corrective—meant to 
challenge, inspire, and ignite 
action.

Tom Weiner is a 
Northampton-based writer, 
educator, and anti-racist ac-
tivist, and Dr. Amilcar Shaba-
zz is professor of History and 
Africana Studies at UMass/
Amherst and former presi-
dent of the National Council 
for Black Studies.

Sponsored by the Holyoke 
History Room.

Recommended for middle 
school through adult. Light 
refreshments will be served.

More activities to come at APL
AGAWAM – Our Adult 

Winter Reading Challenge 
has begun, but there is still 
plenty of time to log your 
hours, complete activities, 
and contribute to our com-
munity reading goal! Visit 
agawamlibrary.beanstack.
org to participate online 
or visit the Agawam Li-
brary Information Desk to 
participate in person. The 
last day to enter your raffle 
tickets for the end-of-chal-
lenge drawing is Saturday, 
Feb. 21. 

If music is more your 
style, join us and jam out 
to songs you love (or love 
to hate!) at Valentine’s 
Day Music Bingo: Sappy 
Love Songs and Anti-Love 
Songs. Compete to win one 
of our low stakes prizes as 
you enjoy some forgotten 
love songs. Regardless of 
your opinion on Valentine’s 
Day, the musical selections 
will have something for ev-
eryone. This event will take 
place on Thursday, Feb. 19 
at 6:30 p.m. and registra-
tion is required.

On Wednesday, Feb. 25 
at 7 p.m. on Zoom. In this 
presentation, mystery au-
thors Connie Berry, Lane 
Stone, Nina Wachsman, 
and M. A. Monnin—known 
collectively as the Cura-
tors of Crime—will exam-
ine the public’s fascination 

with the recent burglary of 
Napoleonic jewels at the 
Louvre and discuss how 
as authors they have used 
the same elements in their 
books. To attend these 
events, please visit aga-
wamlibrary.org.

Join us to take part in 
the magic and celebrate the 
legacy of America’s found-
ing Black women! History 
buffs take note: Smith-
sonian Curator Emeritus 
Tom Crouch will present 
his book Smithson’s Gam-
ble: The Smithsonian In-
stitution in American Life, 
1836-1906. A Smithsonian 
veteran of almost 45 years, 
Crouch paints a robust 
picture of a unique Ameri-
can Establishment and its 
lasting legacies. This event 
will take place on Tuesday, 
Feb. 24 at 2 p.m. To register 
attend these virtual author 
talks, please call the library 
or visit library.org/aga-
wamlibrary.

Fend off the cold with a 
little bit of light exercise at 
Chair Yoga on Wednesday 
mornings at 9:05 a.m. Led 
by yoga instructor Heidi 
Taberman, this drop-in 
class is perfect for folks of 
all fitness levels. Do you 
need help using digital li-
brary resources like Libby, 
Hoopla, or Kanopy? Book 
a One-on-One Library Tech 

Help Appointment with 
Librarian Erica LeFebvre 
to get started. We’ll have 
three 45-minute appoint-
ments on Monday, Feb. 23 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
To book an appointment, 
please visit agawamlibrary.
libcal.com/appointments. 
Please note that these ap-
pointments are specifical-
ly for help with library re-
sources, not general tech 
help. Are you a writer look-
ing to connect with other 
writers? Join our Writers 
Group hosted by Katherine 
Anderson on Thursday, Feb. 
26 at 6 p.m. This in-person 
workshop is open to writ-
ers of all levels and genres. 
There will be opportunities 
for peer and host feedback, 
finding opportunities for 
submission to magazines, 
literary journals, and press-
es, and more. Please regis-
ter to attend.

Thank you to the Aga-
wam Center Library As-
sociation and the Friends 
of the Agawam Library for 
sponsoring select library 
programs. 

During the winter 
months, any closings or 
late openings due to in-
clement weather will be re-
ported to local TV stations 
22 and 40, as well as their 
websites and the library’s 
social media platforms.

Programs and activities for kids, 
teens at the Agawam Library

AGAWAM – Our Winter 
Reading Challenge has be-
gun, but it’s not too late to 
join and earn raffle tickets to 
enter to win prizes! The Win-
ter Reading Challenge goes 
through Feb. 21. The last day 
to enter to try to win prizes is 
Saturday, Feb. 21. Track your 
reading, and earn your raf-
fle tickets at agawamlibrary.
beanstack.org. We are also 
challenging the communi-
ty to log a combined total of 
1,500 hours of reading. So far 
we’ve logged a cumulative 
154 hours. We need everyone 
to work together to meet this 
goal.

During the winter 
months, any closings or late 
openings will be reported to 
local TV stations 22 and 40, 
as well as their websites. In-
clement weather closings or 
delays will also be posted on 
our social media platforms. 
If you’re unsure, call ahead at 
413-789-1550 ext. 3.

Below is an alphabetical 
list of programs and activi-
ties for February. Some ac-
tivities require registration. 
To register go to agawam-
library.org or call 413-789-
1550 ext. 3.

Baby Story Time - 
For birth – 18 mo. 

Thurs. February 19 at 9:30 
a.m. - Drop-in. 

Join us as we learn a lit-
tle American Sign Language, 
read stories, sing, & play to-
gether. 
Family Take and Make Crafts 

- For all ages 
First Day of the Week and 

Thursdays - While supplies 
last - Drop-in and pick up.

A new Take and Make 
craft will be available the 
first day of each week and 
again on Thursdays. Corgi 

Heart Balloon Craft Feb. 19: 
Chinese Paper Lanterns Feb. 
23 and 26: Movable Horse 
Puppet

Grow, Play, and Learn - 
This program is provided 
by Pathways for Parents. 
Wednesdays & Fridays Ages 
0-2 at 9:30 am Ages 3-5 at 
10:30 am - Drop-in. 

Stories, songs and skill 
building, led by an Early 
Childhood Developmental 
trained staff member, guid-
ing caregivers in strengthen-
ing interactions with their 
child. 

Music with Mr. Liam - 
All Ages 

This program is provided 
by Pathways for Parents. 

Saturday, Feb. 21 at 9:30 
a.m. - Registration is required

Join us for an energetic 
show filled with drums, the 
ukulele, puppets, and come-
dy as Mr. Liam (Liam Hurley) 
plays old favorites & silly par-
odies! 

Open Lego Building - 
For grades 1-4 

Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 4:30 
p.m. - Registration is required

Show off your Lego build-
ing skills! Use Legos to build 
something awesome. Cre-
ations will be put on display 
in the Children’s Room. 

Pre-K Pals - For ages 2 - 5 
This program is provided 

by Pathways for Parents.
Mondays in February at 

11 a.m. - Registration is re-
quired

There will be no class on 
Monday, Feb. 16. Each week, 
we will focus on an area of 
development and provide 
fun activities to support your 
child to learn through play. 

Special Saturday Drop-In 
Craft: Snail Craft 

- For All Ages 

Saturday, Feb. 28 All Day - 
While supplies last - Drop-in 
& pick up.

Kids can build the snail’s 
body and decorate its purple 
shell with brightly colored 
hearts.

Stroller Strides with FIT-
4MOM - For parents & their 
child ages 1 month - 10 years 
old 

Tea Party Story Time - 
For grades K-2 

Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 6 
p.m. - Registration is required

Come dressed to im-
press for our tea party! We’ll 
have stories, songs, a craft 
and light refreshments! (Re-
scheduled from January)
Teen After-School Drop-In – 

For grades 9-12
Tuesday, Feb. 24 from 2 to 

3 p.m.
Stop by the library after 

school and visit the Activi-
ty Room. Play our Nintendo 
Switch, try out the air hockey 
table, eat snacks, or just hang 
out! No registration neces-
sary. There is no Drop-In on 
Feb. 17
Teen Take and Make Craft – 

For grades 7-12
Available now. Grades 

7-12 Stop by the Teen Space 
to pick up a Take and Make 
Craft kit. They’ll be available 
until we run out of supplies. 
No registration necessary

Teen Trivia Thursdays – For 
grades 7-12,

February 26 from 2 to 3 
p.m., 

Visit the Teen Space and 
answer a trivia question to 
get a small prize.

For more information 
about any of these programs, 
or to register, go to agawam-
library.org, or call 413-789-
1550 ext. 3. We hope to see 
you soon at the library.

Becoming Initiative hosts She Decides Women Empowerment Brunch March 1
HOLYOKE – At a time 

when women are balancing 
rising economic pressure, 
caregiving responsibilities, 
and increasing burnout, 
The Becoming Initiative is 
bringing women together 
for something many say they 
rarely experience. A moment 
to pause, reconnect, and be 
supported. 

On Sunday, March 1, The 
Becoming Initiative will 
host the She Decides Wom-
en’s Empowerment Brunch 
at Wyckoff Country Club in 
Holyoke. The event is expect-
ed to serve more than 200 

women from across West-
ern Massachusetts and will 
launch a yearlong series of 
empowerment and personal 
development programming. 

She Decides was created 
in response to what orga-
nizers describe as a growing 
need for spaces that support 
women beyond the work-
place. Many women are lead-
ing families, contributing to 
the workforce, and holding 
communities together while 
quietly carrying emotional, 
financial, and personal bur-
dens. The brunch creates 
a space where women can 

be seen, supported, and re-
minded of their value. 

Last year’s event sold out 
within two weeks. Attendees 
shared stories of renewed 
confidence, meaningful 
connection, and a sense of 
clarity they had been miss-
ing. The response revealed a 
clear demand for continued 
programming focused on 
growth, leadership, and well-
ness. 

This year’s event will serve 
as a cornerstone fundraiser 
for The Becoming Initiative, 
a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing skill-

based training, personal 
development, and transfor-
mational experiences for in-
dividuals at all stages of life. 
Funds raised will directly 
support workshops, com-
munity gatherings, and lead-
ership focused initiatives 
throughout the year. 

Women attending the 
brunch will participate in 
guided conversation, story-
telling, and moments of re-
flection designed to encour-
age personal growth and 
connection. Organizers say 
the goal is not just inspira-
tion, but impact that extends 

long after the event ends. 
“We created She Decides 

because women are con-
stantly giving to everyone 
else and rarely have space to 
be poured into,” said Nicole 
Polite, Founder and Execu-
tive Director of The Becom-
ing Initiative. “This brunch 
is a reminder that women 
matter, their stories matter, 
and when women are sup-
ported, entire communities 
are strengthened.”

The Becoming Initiative 
is currently seeking com-
munity partners, sponsors, 
and supporters who want 

to invest in women and help 
expand access to these expe-
riences. Sponsorships help 
offset the cost for women 
who may not otherwise be 
able to attend and ensure the 
organization can continue 
its programming throughout 
the year. 

Tickets and sponsorship 
opportunities are now avail-
able. 

For more information 
about the She Decides Wom-
en’s Empowerment Brunch 
or partnership opportuni-
ties,visit: https://www.thebe-
cominginitiative.org/.events.

Agawam Day 
in Florida 
continues

ST PETERSBURG, FL – 
The 45nd annual “Agawam 
Day in Florida” will be held 
on   Wednesday, March 4, 
2026 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Former Agawam residents, 
old friends, classmates and 
relatives will meet at Fort 
DeSoto National Park, St. 
Petersburg, FL. for a re-
union, picnic, raffles, hugs 
and to share old memories. 
For more information, con-
tact: Hank Drewnowski call/
text 860-462-7273 or email - 
hdrew2452@gmail.com. 

HCC offers scholarships
HOLYOKE —  The Holyoke 

Community College Founda-
tion is now accepting scholar-
ship applications for the 2026-
2027 academic year. 

The application deadline is 
Friday, March 13, 2026.  

Last year, the HCC Founda-
tion awarded 410 scholarships 
worth about $364,000 to 379 
incoming, current, and trans-
ferring HCC students. Some 
students received multiple 
scholarship awards. The aver-
age scholarship award is typi-
cally around $900.

To view scholarship op-

portunities and begin the ap-
plication process, please go 
to: www.hcc.edu/scholarships.

The HCC Scholarship Re-
source Center, on the first 
floor of the Donahue Building 
(Room 158), is open Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., to  help current and in-
coming students navigate the 
process of applying for schol-
arships. 

Questions should be di-
rected to the HCC Foundation 
office at 413-552-2182, or by 
email to  scholarships@hcc.
edu.
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AGAWAM – Last Wednes-
day evening in the second 
game of a doubleheader that 
started with a girls match-
up, Agawam boys basketball 

was defeated by Central High 
School 82-66. 

Agawam was in the game 
throughout, but Central 
stayed ahead throughout 

most of the matchup. Trevor 
Moynihan led Agawam with 
19 points, including a pair of 
three-pointers. 

Dylan Jorgensen had 15 

points, and Caeden Roed-
er had 10 points. Agawam 
will make the state playoffs, 
with seeds coming out this 
weekend.

Golden Eagles pull 
away from Brownies

AGAWAM – Last Wednes-
day night, the Agawam High 
School girls basketball team 
entered the Western Massa-
chusetts Class A Tournament 
and were in a tough match-
up with top-ranked Cen-
tral High School. Agawam 
struggled on offense through 

the matchup and could not 
match Central’s speed. Cen-
tral would pull away with a 
strong second half and de-
feat the Brownies 83-29. Aga-
wam got eight points in the 
matchup from Alanna Rose 
while Sophia Laprise had 
seven points.

Brownies hockey fall 
in overtime to Pacers

HOLYOKE – Last Satur-
day, Agawam fell to Chicopee 
hockey in overtime at Fitz-
patrick Rink 4-3. Agawam 
was trailing 3-2 in the third 
period when they managed 
the tying goal. The game 
went to overtime and then 
Chicopee managed to grab a 
goal in overtime to give the 

Pacers their second win of 
the season. Agawam is 2-14 
while Chicopee went 2-12-2. 
Agawam’s goals were scored 
by Jackson Bates, Andy 
Holton, and Nick Brown. Chi-
copee got a hat trick by Aidan 
Nadeau and Braydon LaDuke 
had a single goal. Anthony 
Bonafilia had three assists.Madison Georgina tries to pass out of the corner.

Alanna Rose goes up for the 
rebound.

Isabella Laprise looks up the court.

Sophia Laprise keeps the ball away from an opponent.

Olivia Izzo makes a pass. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Bella Santaniello runs into 
trouble with a pair of defenders.

Agawam sets up on defense.

Brody Sheehan sends a pass away.

Gavin Cruz gets ready to shoot.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Caeden Roeder tries to avoid 
the opposition. Right, Matthew 
Letellier tries to grab a rebound.

Dylan Jorgensen tries to control the ball.

Agawam drops quarterfinal matchup to Central
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Springfield Thunderbirds outslug Iowa Wild on road
DES MOINES, IA - The 

Springfield Thunderbirds (18-
24-4-2) once again posted a 
prolific offensive showing, 
outpacing the Iowa Wild (13-
28-4-1) for a roller-coaster 
8-6 victory on Saturday night 
inside Casey’s Center in Des 
Moines.

The opening 20 minutes 
were a roller coaster of emo-
tions for both teams and their 
fans. Operating a man down 
in the opening minutes, the 
T-Birds still managed to break 
the ice, as Otto Stenberg beat 
Cal Petersen with a wrister 
from the left circle at 1:20 of 
the period, making it 1-0.

Normally a very disci-
plined team, Springfield 
succumbed to another pen-
alty two minutes later, and 
Iowa made them pay as Tyler 
Pitlick jabbed a backhand re-
bound over Georgi Romanov 

to tie the game, 1-1, at 3:53.
Springfield quickly coun-

tered at 6:36, as Quinton 
Burns flipped a wrister that 
glanced off Zach Dean’s blade, 
skipping through Petersen 
to make it a 2-1 game in the 
T-Birds’ favor. Jakub Stancl 
followed up 3:10 later with his 
second goal in as many days, 
finishing off a 2-on-1 pass 
from Hugh McGing to extend 
Springfield’s lead to 3-1. 

Like an evening ago, 
though, the Wild refused to 
go away, and Pitlick cashed 
in on his second of the period 
off a 2-on-1 setup by Hunter 
Haight to make it a 3-2 game 
at 15:14.

The one-goal deficit was 
short-lived for the Wild, as 
Thomas Bordeleau stripped 
the puck from an Iowa de-
fender and rifled home a 
perfect shot past Petersen’s 

blocker at 15:43 to make it 4-2. 
The goal was Bordeleau’s first 
in a T-Birds uniform. 

With just precious seconds 
remaining in the period, the 
Wild again responded in kind, 
as Nic Aube-Kubel set up Jack 
Peart in the left circle for a 
buzzer-beating tally in the 
midst of a delayed Springfield 
penalty, sending Iowa into the 
break trailing by just a goal at 

4-3.
Yet, despite the potential 

momentum changer from 
Peart, Springfield quickly re-
sponded to begin the middle 
frame, as Chris Wagner went 
to a knee to guide a power 
play feed from Matt Luff in 
behind Petersen at 1:32 of the 
second, making it 5-3.

The T-Birds’ defense sta-
bilized after the chaos of the 

first, and the offense contin-
ued its confident weekend, as 
Theo Lindstein cashed in for 
the second time in two games, 
punching a shot through Pe-
tersen’s glove side at 9:15 off 
another Luff assist to push 
the lead to 6-3. 

Springfield’s power play 
added to their tally when Mi-
chael Buchinger whistled a 
shot through the legs of Wil-
liam Rousseau, who entered 
the net in place of Petersen to 
begin the third. Buchinger’s 
fifth of the season gave the 
T-Birds a 7-3 advantage.

Even facing a huge deficit, 
the Wild continued to scratch 
and claw. A pair of Springfield 
penalties opened the door for 
Iowa, and the home side took 
full advantage as Dylan Gam-
brell cashed in on a rebound 
to the right of Romanov at 
8:04 to make it 7-4.

David Jiricek followed 
with a slap shot from the blue 
line that caromed in behind 
Romanov at 12:47, and the 
Springfield lead shrank to 7-5.

Things got even hairier 
for the T-Birds when Caedan 
Bankier got to his own re-
bound at 16:32 to beat Roma-
nov along the near side, and 
Iowa incredibly got the lead 
shaved down to a single goal, 
7-6. 

In the end, though, Io-
wa’s miraculous comeback 
attempt came up one tal-
ly short, as Luff delivered a 
much-needed empty net goal 
with 26 seconds remaining to 
seal the win. Luff and Stancl 
each finished their evenings 
with a goal and two assists, 
and Springfield’s eight goals 
from eight different players 
set a club record for most 
goals in a game on the road.

Railers fall at home against Lions
WORCESTER  – Worces-

ter suffered a 4-1 loss to the 
defending Kelly Cup cham-
pions Sunday afternoon. 
The Railers earned just one 
point of a possible six for the 
series. They went into the 
weekend with 12 of a possi-
ble 14 points in their seven 
previous games.

They netted only three 
goals for the weekend and 
have 12 in their last seven 
games. Their power play be-
trayed them Sunday as they 
were just one for seven. That 
included a wasted four-min-
ute man advantage on a high 
sticking double minor to 
Mathias Laferriere at 7:02 of 
the second period.

Worcester put only three 
shots in the direction of the 
net in those four minutes.

It was 1-1 going into the 
third period but the Railers 
could not beat Hunter Jones, 

who stopped 29 shots for 
the game. With the victory, 
Jones became the first op-
posing goaltender to beat 
Worcester in every game of 
a 3 in 3 series.

The Railers had five pow-
er plays in the first period 
and scored on one of them.

Lincoln Hatten got his 
12th goal of the season at 
17:03. It was his fifth on 
the power play and first of 
any kind since Jan. 24. Jesse 
Pulkkinen set up Anthony 
Repaci at the right point and 
the captain put a shot on 
net.

There was traffic, a good 
thing for Hatten, and he 
popped a rebound home 
from in close.

After the Railers failed to 
take advantage of their pow-
er play time early in the sec-
ond period, Trois-Rivieres 
began to dominate the ac-

tion. The Lions finally tied it 
at 12:15 on Joe Dunlap’s goal. 
He scored on a rebound from 
the bottom of the left circle. 

In the third period, 
Trois-Rivieres took a 2-1 
lead at 2:17, then made it 3-1 
at 8:44. Both were doorstep 
goals. Isaac Dufort had the 
first one, Cedric Desruis-
seaux the next one.

Morgan Moisan-Adams, 
who had a killer series, got 
the fourth visitors goal at 
10:54 on a penalty shot af-
ter being hauled down on a 
breakaway.

While the Lions arrived 
in town as a sixth place 
team, not resembling the 
ECHL defending champion, 
they are an entirely differ-
ent team with Jones in goal. 
Trois-Rivieres improved to 
13-5-0 with him as the goal-
tender of record. The Lions 
are 21-20-4 overall.

Registration now underway for QVBL
SOUTH HADLEY – Reg-

istration has opened for the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first 
meeting of 2026 to prepare 
for the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will 
include a 16th game add-
ed to the regular season 
schedule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented 
with playing on Mother’s 
Day Saturday as well as a 
weeknight game to allow 
players an opportunity to 
play under the lights. While 
the night games were very 
successful, the Mother’s 
Day Saturday games were 
rained out.

Those elements will re-
turn along with a 16th game 
with an opponent to be 
determine as the league’s 

board explores possibilities 
for interleague matchups 
with another league in the 
region. 

For returning players 
to the league, the deadline 
is Mar. 22 at 12 noon to 
be registered for the 2026 
season in order to be 
guaranteed a ros-
ter spot. There 
will be open 
practices for all 
players but spe-
cifically target-
ed at new play-
ers scheduled for 
March 29 and April 4 
at times and locations to 
be announced. The draft is 
currently scheduled to take 
place on April 4 following 
that practice.

The season is currently 
slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 

league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league 
in September and October 
this season.

The registration is live at 
www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league 

dues via Venmo or con-
tact the league leader-

ship if an alternate 
form of payment is 
needed.

Aside from 
the weeknight 

and Mother’s Day 
games, other games 

take place Sundays at 10 
a.m. outside of Mother’s 
Day, Memorial Day and July 
4 weekends. Playoffs will be 
in August.

This is the 30th season 
for the league and league 
officials are looking to cel-
ebrate the anniversary with 
a couple of events.

Public NoticesPublic Notices
Town of Agawam

Legal Notice
The Agawam Planning 

Board will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 
6:10pm and the Agawam City 
Council will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, March 16, 2026 
at 7:00pm, both in the Veterans 
Hall at the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter, 954 Main Street, Agawam, 
MA. The purpose of these hear-
ings will be to hear the petition 
of Dikan & Ashlaban for a zone 
change request for 515 & 533 
Mill Street from Business B & 
Agricultural to Residence A-2. 
City Council’s public hearing 
will be livestreamed on the Town 
of Agawam’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us and will also be 
televised on Cable Access Chan-
nel 15 or Channel 1074. Copies 
of the proposed zone change can 
be obtained from the Planning 
Department between the hours of 
7:30am and 3:30pm at the Aga-
wam DPW, 1000 Suffield Street, 
Agawam, MA or by emailing 
the Office of the City Clerk for 
an electronic copy at vgioscia@
agawam.ma.us

By Order Of:
Violet Baldwin, Chair 
Agawam Planning Board

Anthony Russo, President
Agawam City Council

02/19, 02/26/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield MA, 01103 
(413)748-7758 

Docket No. 
HD03P185476TP1
In the matter of: 

Hortense H. Bergeron
Date of Death: 01/01/1900 

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR ALLOWANCE OF 

ACCOUNT 
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed 

by: Bank of America, N.A. of 
Springfield, MA Philip J Ryan 
of SAINT PETERSBURG, 
FL requesting allowance of the 
31st through 36th account(s) as 
Trustee and any other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on 03/13/2026. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 

taken without further notice 
to you. 

Witness, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: February 06, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

2/19/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0273EA
Estate of: 

Barbara Joan Capponcelli
Also Known As: 

Barbara J. Capponcelli
Date of Death: 

October 12, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Bruce A. Cap-
poncelli of Brookline, VT

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Bruce A. Capponcelli of 
Brookline, VT has been infor-
mally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 

and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/19/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0275EA
Estate of: 

Michael Anthony Lim
Also known as: 
Michael A Lim 

Date of Death: 08/18/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Kieran M Lim of West Spring-
field, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Kieran M Lim of West Spring-
field, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/09/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 09, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/19/2026

AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD

LEGAL NOTICE
The Agawam Planning Board 

will hold a public hearing on 
Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 
6:00 PM at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main Street, Aga-
wam. The purpose of this hear-
ing will be to hear the petition of 
Calabrese Construction, LLC for 
a Definitive Subdivision Plan for 
property at Old River Street, 27 
Walnut Street, & 17 High Street

By Order of 
Vi Baldwin, Chairperson
Agawam Planning Board 

02/19, 02/26/2026

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports memo-
rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
os, ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &         
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – 
Oil and Gas, AC service also. 

413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME COUNCIL ON AGING 

CLERICAL AIDE
$20-$22 per hour based on experience. 
6 hours per week.  Application and com-
plete job description are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing 
admin@huntingtonma.us. Position is 
open until filled. 

Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking 
for a PART-TIME PROGRAM ASSIS-
TANT for the Senior Center. Please submit 
a resume with a letter of interest to the Se-
lectmen’s Office, 215 North Main 
St., North Brookfield, MA 01535; or 
by email to: selectmen@northbrook-
field.net.

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

WANTED SERVICES

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

TAX SERVICES

(413) 687-5552

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find us online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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GET
HIRED

Competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Locally Owned, Family Business

Full-Time
Advertising Sales 
➤ Do you want to work in your community 

helping local businesses connect with their 
customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local 
journalism, which tells the unique stories of 
our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers. The right candidate 
will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

➤ You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 
Basic computer skills are required. Previous 
print sales experience is preferred but we 
will train the right candidate.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

place that a BESS will be in-
stalled.

“They need more power 
to meet the demand,” John-
son “There are more of these 
coming all over the state.”

While nothing can be 
done about a BESS being 
allowed to be installed on a 
site in the community, how 
it is done can be regulated a 
little bit more locally.

“There are some commu-
nities that don’t have any 
regulations and energy com-
panies go though the state 
approval process,” Johnson 
said. “In that case, the towns 

and cities don’t get a say in 
anything.”

Now the Agawam Plan-
ning Board will get to eval-
uate the site plan to ensure 
that Longroad meets the 
requirements of those stan-
dards. If the project con-
tinues to move forward, it 
is expected to come online 
around 2028 or 2029, right 
in time to start generating 
much-needed tax revenue 
to help offset funds needed 
to pay for the Agawam High 
School project. The facility 
is expected to become the 
second-highest taxpayer in 
the community, according to 
Johnson.

PLAN   ❚   from page 1

The Planning Board will now be evaluating the formal site plan for the property.

Preliminary plans for the site were shown at the information meetings last month.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Mayor Christopher Johnson addresses residents.

by reckless spending, over-
regulation, and one-party 
rule.”

One-party rule has occur-
rent a couple of times during 
his tenure in the State House, 
first under Democratic Gov. 
Deval Patrick, and now un-
der Maura Healey. Boldyga 
was in the state house during 
two terms of Charlie Baker, 
a Republican who stepped 
down in 2022 and now runs 
the NCAA.

Boldyga said the cost 
living in Massachusetts is 
overwhelming and is being 
driven by progressive radical 
agendas that serve special 
interests over common sense 
policies.

“These policies continue 
to harm low- and middle-in-
come residents,” Boldyga 
said. “Make no mistakes 
about it, Democrats in Bos-
ton created this problem and 
their solution is only making 
matters worse.”

Boldyga said he is in 
full favor of an audit of the 
state legislature’s spending, 
something Democrats in the 

majority have re-
sisted, calling it 
a violation of the 
separation of pow-
ers in government. 
An audit of the 
state legislature 
was approved by 
a ballot question 
voted on by the 
people in the Com-
monwealth. But at-
tempts by the state 
auditor to conduct 
that audit have been met 
with resistance and lawsuits 
seeking to throw out the in-
tention of the ballot question.

Boldyga also says he will 
reject a single-payer system 
of healthcare, saying it will 
drive out providers in Massa-
chusetts, limiting options for 
residents.

Boldyga represents the 
Third Hampden District, 
which has grown to included 
several communities, includ-
ing seven of eight precincts 
in Agawam, Boldyga’s home 
town of Southwick, Granville, 
Tolland, as well as the hill-
towns of Russell, Blandford, 
Montgomery, Chester, Hun-
tington, and Middlefield.

Boldyga cur-
rently serves 
on the Human 
Resources and 
Employee En-
gagement Com-
mittee, and the 
joint committees 
on Aging and 
In d e p e n d e n c e , 
Agriculture and 
Fisheries, and 
Revenue.

This will be 
the first time, provided both 
his opponents turn in nomi-
nation papers and are certi-
fied to be on the ballot, that 
Boldyga will face two chal-
lengers in the general elec-
tion. Boldyga has defeated 
multiple Democratic oppo-
nents in the general election 
in the past, and has compet-
ed in a primary just once. He 
has never faced an indepen-
dent or other third party op-
ponent.

Boldyga was previously 
a member of the Southwick 
Select Board, which he was a 
member of for 18 months of 
a three-year term before he 
was elected state represen-
tative

BOLDYGA   ❚   from page 1

State Rep. 
Nicholas Boldyga

cauliflower.
Entertain yourself:  Even 

in the Middle Ages, people 
enjoyed indoor games like 
chess, as well as outdoor ac-
tivities and fall fetes.

As the saying goes, to ev-

erything there is a season. 
Making a few changes in your 
routines and habits can help 
you feel better this fall.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, 
is a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate and founder of www.Nur-
seAdvocateEntrepreneur.com, 

which trains medical profes-
sionals to become successful 
private patient advocates.   
Teri offers a free phone con-
sultation to Turley Newspaper 
readers as well as to nurses 
interested in becoming advo-
cates.  Reach her at Teri@Nur-
seAdvocateEntrepreneur.com.

HEALTH   ❚   from page 5

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com


