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New police 
HQ making 
progress

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The police depart-
ment building project is making 
good progress, the hope is it will 
open officially in the late fall.

The main issue the project 
is facing currently is some sup-
ply chain issues. At the moment 
they are waiting on an electrical 
switchgear and a generator. 

“I think it’s hampering every 
construction project that’s in ex-
istence out there,” Mayor Christo-
pher Johnson said. “We’re waiting 
for answers on when the partic-
ular pieces will arrive. So that 
might negatively impact when the 
project is completed.”

These supply chain problems 
could wind up delaying the proj-
ect further, though Johnson hopes 
that is not the case. He and the 
project team are waiting on de-
finitive answers from the suppli-
ers on when the materials will be 
delivered. 

So far, the demolition is com-
plete on the interior of the exist-
ing building and they are working 
on building out. 

The process has overall been a 
fairly smooth one, with only a few 
problems popping up about the 
building itself.  

“There were a couple of unex-
pected problems that are normal 
in a reconstruction scenario, but 
those have been handled,” John-
son said. “Other than the supply 
chain issues, the project is mov-
ing along relatively smoothly.”

The main construction has 
been focused on altering the 
building itself to fit the needs of 
the police. 

HOLYOKE – For the third 
time since the pandemic, Aga-
wam representatives made 
their way to the Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, one of the 
richest traditions in the region. 
Agawam’s contingent marched 
in the parade, which was held 
on a sun-splashed beautiful day 
in Holyoke. Agawam’s contin-
gent did not include the march-
ing band this season, but the 
cheerleaders, elected officials, 
and the colleen and court rep-
resented the town this year.

Strong SPED 
program 
aims to keep 
students 
in town

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Director of Spe-
cial Education Erin Walsh gave a 
report at the school committee 
meeting on Mar. 12. 

Walsh discussed the impor-
tance of keeping children in the 
district for special education 
as well as the wide variety of 
programs that Agawam Public 
Schools offers for special educa-
tion. 

When deciding on an Individ-
ualized Education Program for a 
student, the team needs to select 
the “least restrictive environment 
consistent with the needs of the 
student.”

In other words, the team 
needs to ensure a student has 
their needs best while receiving 
as typical an education as possi-
ble. The default should be a gener-
al education classroom with sup-
port implemented as the student 
needs. 

“When we’re considering oth-
er placements we really need to 
consider whether it would be a 
detriment to that student if they 
were provided services not in a 
general education setting,” Walsh 
said. “And for some kids you defi-
nitely need to do it, but it should 
always be the last resort or the 
last considered option.”

The guiding principles for de-
veloping an IEP plan are: “Stu-
dents have a right to be educated 
with their peers,” “students have 
a right to be educated in their 
home community” and “students 
have a right to access activities in 
‘the life of the school.’”

Thankfully, Agawam has a 
wide variety of in-district opera-
tions that help them to stick true 
to those guiding principles. 

Those opinions include: an 
integrated pre-K, ABA based pro-
grams k-12 ( for autistic students), 
Aspire (a program for children 
with cognitive needs), Integrated 
Learning Classroom (a resource 
room setting), the Transitional 
Learning Center (provides sup-
ports for low support needs au-
tistic children), Connections 
Program, Inclusion Programs 
and Transition Programming ( for 
kids that need services past the 
age of 18). 

“All of these programs in-dis-
trict really help us to keep our kids 
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The Town of Agawam contingent starts its way down Beech Street.         PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Christopher Johnson heads down 
the parade route as mayor for the 
first time in many years.

City Councilor Ed Borgatti marches 
in his first parade since joining the 
council.

The Agawam Colleen and Court travel the route in a horse-drawn carriage.

Citizenship Award winner City 
Council Anthony Russo marches.

Parade Marshall Frank Benson leads the 
Agawam contingent.

The Agawam Police Department is represented on the parade route.

The Agawam High School cheerleaders make their way down the parade route.

Agawam contingent attends parade

Construction for the new police 
department is well under way. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA
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New education legislation passed
BOSTON – The Massachusetts Senate 

unanimously passed legislation to make 
early education and care more accessible 
and affordable for families across Massa-
chusetts on March 3. 

The Early Ed  Act ensures affordability, 
readiness and learning for the youth and 
driving economic development. The Act 
takes transformative steps to improve the 
affordability and sustainability of childcare 
programs by making the state’s Common-
wealth Cares for Children (C3) operational 
grant program permanent, expanding eli-
gibility for the state’s subsidy program and 
capping subsidy recipients’ childcare costs 
at 7 per cent of family income, and boost-
ing compensation for educators by creating 
a career ladder and providing scholarships 
and loan forgiveness.

“As a parent to a little one myself, I was 
proud to support this legislation which 
makes key investments to expand access 
to affordable childcare for working families 
and support the development of young chil-
dren in the commonwealth,” said Senator 
John C. Velis (D-Westfield). “I am extreme-
ly thankful for the Senate President’s lead-
ership and for my colleagues work on this 
important issue. From lowering costs for 
families, to increasing the pay for providers, 
and supporting the professionalization of 
this dedicated workforce- there is so much 

that this bill will do to support children 
during these fundamental years and drive 
economic development all across our state.”

By extending access to high-quality ed-
ucation and care to families who currently 
lack access because of cost or availability, 
the bill seeks to set children up for future 
success and drive the Massachusetts econ-
omy forward. 

The bill would make the state’s C3 
grants permanent, which provides month-
ly payments directly to early education and 
care providers. The grants, which provide 
monthly payments to more than 92 per 
cent of early education and care programs 
across the state, have become a national 
model thanks to their success at keeping 
programs’ doors open during the pandem-
ic, reducing tuition costs for families, in-
creasing compensation for early educators, 
and expanding the number of childcare 
slots available. 

The legislation improves affordability by 
expanding eligibility for childcare subsidies 
to families making up to 85 per cent of the 
state median income, which is $124,000 for 
a family of four. It eliminates cost-sharing 
fees for families receiving subsidies who 
are below the federal poverty line, and caps 
cost-sharing fees for all other families re-
ceiving subsidies at seven percent of their 
income, putting millions of dollars back 

into families’ pockets. Finally, the bill paves 
the way for expanding the subsidy program 
to families making up to 125 per cent SMI, 
or $182,000 for a family of four, when future 
funds become available.

The legislation provides much-needed 
support for educators by directing the De-
partment of Early Education and Care to 
establish a career ladder with recommend-
ed salaries. This career ladder will help 
increase salaries in this historically under-
paid field. The bill would also make schol-
arship and loan forgiveness programs for 
early educators permanent, as well as direct 
the state to explore more innovative ways to 
develop this crucial workforce. 

Notably, the bill would also create an 
innovative public-private matching grant 
pilot program, which would give incentive 
to employers to invest in new early educa-
tion and care slots, with priority given to 
projects serving families with lower income 
and those who are located in childcare des-
erts. In addition, the bill tasks the Adminis-
tration with completing a study to further 
analyze ways to create incentives or require 
employers to partner with the state to ex-
pand access to high-quality and affordable 
early education and care.

Having been passed by the Senate, the 
legislation now heads to the House of Rep-
resentatives for consideration.

Life at Woodland Ponds lecture 
to be held on Monday, April 1

SPRINGFIELD – On Monday, April 1, at 
7 p.m. the Allen Bird Club of Springfield, 
will host the presentation, “Life at Wood-
land Ponds” in the Tolman Auditorium of 
the Springfield Science Museum, 21 Ed-
wards St.

In this program, photographer and 
naturalist Bill Platenik will use his capti-
vating images and charming narration to 
lead viewers on a visual tour of nature at 
three Hampden County ponds where Plat-
enik has quietly observed birds and other 

wildlife for the beauty, joy, and insight they 
bring. Progressing through the seasons, 
this presentation reveals mysteries and re-
lationships seen only by those keen observ-
ers willing to sit, wait, and watch as scenes 
unfold.

The Allen Bird Club is a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to bringing Greater 
Springfield area birders together since 
1912. This presentation is open to the pub-
lic free of charge. For more information, 
please visit www.AllenBirdClub.org.

Catholic 
Women’s Club 
host potluck 

AGAWAM – Members of the Catholic 
Women’s club of Agawam will enjoy a 
potluck supper at their April 8, meeting. 
It will start at 6:30 p.m. in the St. John the 
Evangelist Parish Center, 833 Main St. 
Members will be contacted by phone or 
e-mail to select a dish to bring. After din-
ner the club’s monthly business meeting 
will take place. 

The speaker for the evening will 
be Maryann Dietschler on her group, 
Wreaths with a Reason, which supports 
organizations that fight human traffick-
ing. Any Catholic woman residing in 
Agawam or Feeding Hills or is a mem-
ber of either of the town’s two Catholic 
parishes can join the members for this 
event by phoning or e-mailing Paula at 
413-537-1174 or praiche@comcast.net 
by April 1.

Scholarship 
applications 
now available

AGAWAM – The Agawam Rotary 
Club is now accepting applications for 4 
scholarships the club offers annually.  The 
awards cover a diverse range of interests 
and include vocational/technical train-
ing, cultural arts, the legal profession, and 
assistance with attending college.

Except for the Ray and Reita McCarroll 
Memorial scholarship which is awarded 
to graduating seniors from both Agawam 
and West Springfield, the awards are lim-
ited to residents of Agawam.

A full description and application for 
each of these scholarships can be found 
at the Agawam Rotary Club webpage 
at agawamrotary.org.  Click on “Schol-
arships” at the top of the home page.  
Please note that applications must be 
received by April 1.

APL virtual photography show 
on display

AGAWAM – The Friends of the Aga-
wam Public Library 4th Open Judged

Virtual Photography Show is on Dis-
play. The virtual photography show can 
be viewed by going to www.agawam-
library.org, and scrolling down to the 
Friends of the Library widget.  From 
there you will be able to click on a link 
to the show.

The show provided a platform to rec-
ognize and encourage photographers, 
and it benefited the Agawam Public 
Library.  Twenty-one awards totaling 
$1,540 were determined by judges Dave 
Roback and Tim Donelan.

There is 124 entries from 41 photog-
raphers are in the show.

The show was divided into four cate-
gories of photography:  creative, nature, 
photojournalism and pictorial.  Awards 
for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in each category, 8 
honorable mentions, and a Best in Show 
for a total of 21 awards were given out.

For further information please con-
tact Bob Kadis at r.kadis@comcast.net 
or at 413-789-4814.

Female Mallard Landing by Richard Harper is en-
tered into the category Best in Show, Nature, in 
The Friends of the Agawam Public Library 4th Open 
Judged Virtual Photography Show.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Veterans trip to 
Battleship cove

AGAWAM – On Sunday, April 7, The 
Agawam Veteran’s Council will be host-
ing a trip to Battleship Cove. The price 
is $50 per person which includes round 
trip motor coach transportation and 
museum admission. Take an incredible 
journey to historic landmarks and hon-
or those who served aboard them. Step 
aboard six wartime vessels, including 
the Battleship USS Massachusetts and 
Destroyer Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Enjoy a 
unique dining experience onboard the 
Morse Code Galley. To make reservations 
or to find more information call 413-593-
3939 or email amy@king-gray.com. 

A Great Blue Heron adds a stick to the family nest while another preens at a Hampden County pond. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Antique appraisals hosted April 6
AGAWAM – Feeding Hills Congrega-

tional Church, located at 21 North West-
field St., is hosting an antique appraisal 
Saturday, April 6 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The cost is $5 an item or 3 for $12 with a 
three item limit. All appraisals are verbal 

to give the owner an idea of value and a 
sense of history. Items should be small 
enough to be hand carried. 

Please no firearms or weapons of any 
kind. For further information call Kathy 
413-786-0195.
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New England Mosaic kits now available
AGAWAM – The New England Mosaic 

invites the Western MA creative commu-
nity to create and display visual art repre-
senting a favorite aspect of New England.  
This year’s Mosaic theme is “I love New 
England”.  Canvas kits will be available in 
partner libraries across the Pioneer Valley 
beginning March 11.

The New England Mosaic was organized 
in 2022 by the ACAA as a community art 
project to give individuals in Western MA 
an opportunity to creatively express their 
love of New England via painting, pho-
tography, fabric art, pouring, or any other 
media.  Professional artists, hobbyist, and 
any member of our Pioneer Valley creative 
community are invited to create a canvas 

tile and see their work become a part of 
this unique wall of art.  Tiles created for 
the Mosaic are donated to the Mosaic and 
sold to help fund art scholarships for local 
students.

The New England Mosaic invites indi-
viduals to create a canvas tile, which when 
displayed with others, becomes part of a 
24-foot fine art Mosaic wall that captures 
the beauty and diversity of New England 
life.  Free tile kits are available at the follow-
ing libraries:  Agawam, Southwick, West-
field, West Springfield and at three Spring-
field branch libraries, Central, East Forest 
Park, and East Springfield, by March 11.  
Completed tiles must be returned to these 
libraries by May 15.  Supplies at each library 

are limited so stop by and pick a kit up.
The New England Mosaic will be un-

veiled at a Mosaic grand opening at the 
Agawam Municipal Golf Course, Club, 128 
Southwick St., on July 11,.

All Mosaic artists and the public are 
invited to the unveiling.  The Mosaic will 
also be showcased at the Agawam Com-
munity Artists and Artisans’ Pioneer Valley 
Art Festival on Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
24-25,  from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Polish 
American Club, 139 Southwick St. The Mo-
saic will also be on display at the Scantic 
River Art Exhibit on Sept. 14 and 15. Please 
visit our website at www.agawamarts.com 
or Scantic River’s website at www.scanti-
criverartisans.com for more information. 

Ad club scholarship now available
SOUTH HADLEY – The Advertising 

club of Western Massachusetts Scholar-
ship Committee is pleased to announce 
applications are now available for a $1,000 
scholarship to be awarded to a deserving 
western Massachusetts high school gradu-
ate pursuing higher education in the com-
munication arts in 2024. Guidelines and 
application form can be found at www.
adclubwm.org/scholarships or by contact-
ing David Cecchi, Scholarship Committee 
chairman at cecco@davidcecchi.com or 
(413) 786-3236.

Completed scholarship applications 
and all support materials must be submit-
ted to the Ad Club, postmarked by April 
15. Scholarship decisions are made by the 
Scholarship Committee of The Advertising 
Club of Western Massachusetts and are 
considered final. The scholarship will be 
awarded in May.

Western Massachusetts high school 
seniors who plan to attend an accredited 
college or technical school to study ad-
vertising, communications, marketing, 
or graphic design and will be attending 
school in September 2024 are encouraged 
to apply. The scholarship must be applied 
against tuition and fees at the school. Can-
didates will be judged on academic per-
formance, extracurricular activities, com-
munity service and/or work experience, 
a demonstrated interest in advertising, 
communications, marketing or graphic 
design, personal recommendations, and 
a letter of introduction outlining future 
plans.

The Advertising Club promotes a tra-
dition of excellence, and with this annual 
scholarship, looks forward to making an 
important contribution to future genera-
tions of communications professionals.

Advertising Club of Western 
Mass. looking for nominations

SPRINGFIELD – The Advertising Club 
of Western Massachusetts is seeking 
nominations from throughout Hamp-
den, Hampshire, Franklin, and Berkshire 
counties for the Pynchon Award, which 
recognizes those citizens of our region 
who have rendered outstanding service 
to the community. Nominations must 
be submitted by March 31 to: William 
Pynchon Trustees, Advertising Club of 
Western Massachusetts, P.O. Box 1022, 
West Springfield, MA 01090-1022 or by 
e-mail to info@adclubwm.org.

The Order of William Pynchon was 
established by the Advertising Club in 
1915 to recognize and encourage indi-
viduals whose lives and achievements 
typified the ideals of promoting citizen-
ship and the building of a better com-
munity in western Massachusetts. Past 
recipients include community volun-
teers, social activists, teachers, journal-
ists, public servants, business leaders, 
philanthropists, historians, physicians, 
and war heroes - a diverse group united 
by their passion for our region.

Pynchon nominees are people that 
individuals know/live/work with, who 
are passionate about their communi-
ty or cause, and give selflessly of their 
time, talent, or treasure (sometimes all 
three).

ynchon recipients are recognized 
for giving a little more and doing a lit-
tle more, making them role models for 
community involvement. Though nomi-
nees may serve in a leadership role, they 
are just as likely to work anonymously or 
behind the scenes. The Pynchon award 
is not a recognition of “lifetime achieve-

ment” - age and length of service are 
unimportant - rather, it is depth of ded-
ication and influence on the community 
that matters. A nominees’ impact need 
not be region-wide, just meaningful and 
impactful within the community, (and 
the trustees’ definition of “community” 
is broad, including neighborhoods, mu-
nicipalities, and region). 

To nominate an individual, please 
submit a letter explaining why the nom-
inee should be considered. Be sure to 
include biographical information, out-
standing accomplishments, examples of 
service to the community, organizations 
he or she is or has been active in, and the 
names, phone numbers, and e-mail ad-
dresses of at least three people who can 
further attest to the nominee’s eligibility 
for induction into the Order of William 
Pynchon. The Pynchon Trustees re-
spectfully reserve the right to eliminate 
nominations from consideration due to 
insufficient information.

Qualifying nominees will be consid-
ered and researched by the Pynchon 
Trustees, composed of the current and 
five past presidents of the Advertising 
Club.

Pynchon medalists are chosen by 
unanimous decision of the Pynchon 
Trustees. The 2024 recipients will be 
announced in June of this year, with an 
awards ceremony tentatively scheduled 
for the fall of 2024. Recipients are pre-
sented with a bronze medal cast with 
the name and likeness of Springfield’s 
founder, William Pynchon, and bearing 
the inscription: “They honor us whom 
we honor.”

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

Open for the season! 
EASTER PLANTS

LILIES | TULIPS | DAFFODILS

PANSIES | LETTUCE
CABBAGE | ONIONS

PERENNIALS | SEEDS

Opening for Easter 
March 27th!

LILIES  |  TULIPS
DAFFODILS  |  HYACINTH
HYDRANGEAS  |  PANSIES

EASTER PLANTS

The Horace Smith Fund
Scholarship deadline extended

WESTFIELD – Due to the low number 
of applications received, The Horace Smith 
Fund, a private foundation that offers 
scholarships and fellowships to residents 
of Hampden County, MA, has extended the 
application deadline date for the Walter 
S. Barr Scholarships and Fellowships un-
til March 31. Last year, The Horace Smith 
Fund awarded $316,000 to 31 individuals.  

“We have received only 38 scholarship 
applications and five fellowship appli-
cations so far.  It is surprising that more 
students haven’t applied yet,” stated Tere-
sa Regina, chair of the Scholarship Com-
mittee and Trustee.  “This year, we would 
like to reach as many students as possible. 
Applications can be downloaded or com-
pleted online.  They are also available at 
every area high school and college and by 
contacting our office.”        

The Walter S. Barr Scholarship is avail-
able for residents of Hampden County.  Ap-
plicants may either be graduating seniors 
or currently attending college.  Scholar-
ships awards of $12,000 are distributed in 
two semi-annual installments of $1,500 

and renewable each year until graduation.  
Recipients are selected on a variety of cri-
teria, including their academic scores, 
extra-curricular activities, recommenda-
tions from school counselors and teachers, 
and a personal written account of why the 
student feels deserving of financial assis-
tance.  

The Walter S. Barr Fellowship awards 
are made annually to those wishing to pur-
sue a full-time graduate degree. In general, 
applicants must be permanent residents 
of Hampden County, Massachusetts.  The 
award of $15,000 is distributed in two 
semi-annual installments of $3,750 for a 
maximum of two years.  Awards will be 
based on all available information, includ-
ing school records, recommendations, and 
examination scores.  Consideration will be 
given to both the merit and financial need 
of the applicant.  “We hope more students 
take advantage of this local resource,” said 
Regina.

For more information, visit the website 
www.HoraceSmithFund.org  or call (413) 
739-4222.

City Council
seeks new 
members for 
CPA Committee

AGAWAM – Please be advised that 
there are two openings effective April 
30, 2024 for the Agawam Community 
Preservation Act Committee.  

Interested parties should contact 
Barbara Bard in the Agawam City 
Council office as soon as possible at 
(413) 726-9716 or email at bbard@aga-
wam.ma.us.

AGAWAM – Spring Tag Sale will be 
held on Friday and Saturday March 
22 and 23 at Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main Street, from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., each day, the church hall will be 
filled with interesting, affordable, and di-
verse items. 

There will be something for everyone 

of all ages. A limited number of vendor ta-
bles will be available at $25. 

A table and chair will be included. For 
an application, contact the church via 
e-mail: office@agawamcong.comor call 
413-786-7111.

The church is handicapped accessible 
with a large parking lot.

AGAWAM – Applications are 
now available for the Agawam 
Garden Club 2024 schol-
arship. To qualify for the 
scholarship students must 
be a graduating senior of 
Agawam High School or a 
college student who graduat-
ed from Agawam High School 
and is planning to attend an 
institution of higher learning 
in the fall. 

Applicants must be majoring 
in or planning on majoring in one of the 
following:  botany, environmental engi-
neering, environmental science, earths 
systems, forest management, natural re-

sources, plant soil and insect science, 
sustainable agriculture, sustainable hor-
ticulture or food and farming, turf grass 
science and management, landscape de-
sign and management technology, clean 
energy, technology studies: waste water 

or other environmental related studies. 
The recipient will be awarded a $1,000 

scholarship at the clubs annual June 
meeting. Completed applications 
along with transcripts and referenc-
es must be submitted to Denise Car-
mody, 40 Primrose Lane, Agawam 

MA 01001 by April 1.  Applications 
are available through Agawam High 

School or can be found on our website 
at agawamgardenclub.com.

Agawam Garden Club 
scholarships now available

Spring tag sale this weekend 
at Congregational Church
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Guest Column
Thank goodness for the ‘happy plant’ 

It was a bad night and the next day didn’t start 
out much better.  I had heard that the days prior 
to delivery can be a bit uneasy for a soon-to-be-

mother (and therefore for her spouse!), now I know 
it to be true.  Luckily, even before my husband 
came home from work, the smile he is accustomed 
to had returned to my face.  

My grin grew even bigger, however, when I 
greeted him at the door and found he had a pot of 
gerber daisies in his hand. Years ago, I deemed this 
particular potted plant “the happy plant.”  

For me it is next to impossible to look at its 
brightly colored flowers and remain in a bad mood.  
If you feel the same way but have never had any 
luck growing the gerber daisy, read on to learn just 
what cultural requirements are necessary to keep 
it happy. 

The gerber daisy was discovered by Robert 
Jameson in the early 1880s near the gold fields of 
Barberton, in the Transvaal region of South Africa. 
The most popular species, the one which we will 
concentrate on today, bears his name, Gerbera 
jamesonii. 

The Barberton daisy, the Transvaal daisy, and 
the African daisy are all common names for the 
plant that relate back to its place of origin.

Not long after its discovery, breeding began on 
the gerber daisy in England, eventually resulting in 
improved quality and enhanced color variations. 
Today, the Netherlands and Columbia are the pri-
mary producers of gerbers in cut flower form.  

In the floral trade, it ranks an impressive fifth in 
popularity, behind the rose, carnation, chrysanthe-
mum and tulip. 

According to floral lore, the meaning behind the 
gerber flower is one I would wholeheartedly agree 
with: cheerfulness, probably due to the wide pal-
ette of colors it is available in – nearly every one 
except blue. Look for vivid orange, cool coral, hot 
pink, crimson red and sunshine yellow, not to men-
tion bubblegum pink and creamy white!

Unfortunately, the gerber daisy is not hardy 
in our area; it prefers a much warmer location in 
which to grow. On the eastern seaboard, the only 
place it will overwinter is the southernmost tip of 
Florida, in hardiness zones 9 and 10.  

Here in New England, it is best enjoyed on the 
windowsill during the winter months.  As long as 
the plant is provided with normal room tempera-
tures, bright light and sufficient but not excess 
moisture it should bloom prolifically. 

Remember to remove spent flowers to keep up 
the gerber’s good looks as well as to encourage fu-
ture blooms.  

Once the danger of frost has passed, it is also 
safe to plant the gerber daisy outdoors, just as you 
would any other summer annual. More and more 
consumers are doing this each year and with suc-
cess! 

The best type of soil for it is one that is organi-
cally rich and well-drained. Full sun is a must for 
flower production.  

If you wish to dig up the plant after the season 
wanes and attempt to overwinter it indoors, be 
extra careful not to disturb its deep root system 
or death may incur. Some gardeners who plan on 
overwintering their gerbers sink the pot and all at 
planting time to avoid any potential risk later on.  

Right now, the “happy plant” sits on the bureau 
in the nursery, awaiting the arrival of our little girl, 
just as we are.  There is indeed so much to be happy 
about!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of Mas-
sachusetts. For 31 years she has held the position of 
staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line. 

How do survivor 
benefits work for 
a married couple?

 
Dear Rusty 

How does Social Security handle the 
death of one spouse? Say, for example, the 
husband receives $2,000 per month in So-
cial Security and his wife receives $1,000 
per month. How is the death of either 
spouse handled? 

Signed: Concerned spouse 
 

Dear Concerned
Benefits to a deceased beneficiary 

stop as soon as Social Security is notified 
of the death (notification usually done 
by the funeral director who handles ar-
rangements). Benefits are not paid for 
the month of death, only for the pre-
ceding month when the beneficiary was 
alive for the entire month.  

A surviving spouse is entitled to the 
higher of two benefits, their own person-
ally earned SS retirement benefit or an 
amount based on the deceased spouse’s 
benefit at death. In the example you cite, 
and assuming the surviving spouse has 
reached Full Retirement Age: if the hus-
band dies first the wife will receive the 
husband’s $2,000 monthly benefit in-
stead of her previous $1,000 amount. 

But if the wife died first, the husband 
would continue receiving only his $2,000 
monthly amount because that is more 
than his deceased wife was receiving. 
Note in either case, the surviving spouse 
would be entitled to a one-time lump 
sum “death benefit” of $255. 

The surviving spouse would need 
to contact Social Security to claim the 
“death benefit” and unless the surviving 
spouse was previously receiving only a 
spousal benefit also to claim the higher 
monthly amount, if eligible. If the surviv-
ing spouse was previously receiving only 
a spousal benefit from the deceased and 
not entitled to SS retirement benefits on 
their own, then Social Security would 
automatically award their higher survi-
vor amount when notified of the death. 

If a surviving spouse has reached 
full retirement age somewhere between 
66 and 67 depending on year of birth 
and is eligible for a survivor benefit, the 
amount of the survivor benefit will be 
100% of the deceased spouse’s benefit. 
But if the survivor claims the benefit 
before reaching FRA, the amount of the 
survivor benefit will be reduced by 4.75% 
for each full year earlier. The survivor’s 
benefit reaches maximum at the survi-
vor’s full retirement age. 

If a surviving spouse has not yet 
reached their FRA and if they are enti-
tled to not necessarily collecting their 
own Social Security retirement benefit, 
the surviving spouse has the option to 
delay claiming the survivor benefit un-

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Agawam Advertis-
er News, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 
or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered 

for that Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candi-
dates supporting their own candidacy will 
be printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a repre-
sentative sample. No endorsement letters will 
be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council 
during the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will be print-
ed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may con-
tact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid ad-
vertising in The Agawam Advertiser News.

Election letters to the editor welcome

SECURITY   ❙   page 5
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A Fiskdale couple reported seeing 
an American woodcock in their 
large field. They said, “On Saturday, 

March 9 we heard the first woodcocks of 
the season. So happy to have them back.”

The woodcock has an extremely long 
bill, a short neck, a dark back and buff 
breast. Its feathers blend into the leaf litter. 
The long bill allows the bird to probe into 
the earth and it can open its beak below the 
surface to grab prey. 

It can eat its weight in earthworms with-
in 24 hours. It also easts insects and seeds. 
Woodcocks inhabit woods and thickets 
bordered by open areas. 

Both sexes make a “peeent” call. In 
spring, woodcocks display in open fields. 
The male rises in the air in wide circles. 
When he reaches about 50 feet about the 
ground his wings start to make a twittering 
sound. At about 200 to 300 feet the twitter-
ing stops. He give a canary like flight song 
and begins a zig zag descent. 

Several males may display in the same 
field. Woodcocks are polygamous. Females 
are attracted to the area and mate with the 
males. Males continue to display after mat-
ing and may mate with other females.

After mating, the females raise their 
brood alone. The nest is a scraped depres-
sion in the ground lined with twigs or grass 

and placed within 100 to 200 yards of the 
male’s display ground. The female lays four 
buff eggs with brown splotches. 

Canada geese
On Friday, March 1 I saw a large flock of 

Canada geese in a field in Spencer. On Mon-
day, March 4 I heard the honking of geese. I 
looked up and saw two large flocks of Can-
ada geese fly overheard. The first flock flew 
lower and lower and landed in my hayfield 
and the pond next to it. The second flock 
flew much higher and headed northward. 

Belted kingfisher
On Feb. 29, a spotted a pair of belted 

kingfishers at a small pond in Ware on my 
way back from the Ware River News/Barre 
Gazette office. I was surprised to see them 
this early.

Black bears and more
I received an email from a Wilbraham 

resident. He said, “It was March 1, when I 
woke to see the damage a bear did to our 
poles and feeders. This was the second time 
our poles and feeders were damaged by a 
bear, in the last few years. Shame on me, for 
not bringing the feeders in at dusk.”

He said, “We have been casual bird 
watchers and feeders for over thirty years. 
It is relaxing and fun to see the local and 
migratory birds visit our feeders. Unfor-
tunately, we have to consider the risks as-
sociated with placing food sources in our 
back yards. It means we have to be aware 
and maybe take the feeders in at dusk, put-
ting them back out in the morning.” He also 
said, “However, that will not eliminate the 
chance for a bear/human encounter. Last 
year, a black bear was in our neighbors 
back yard, at 10:30 a.m. in the morning. The 
bear was attracted by the chickens in the 
coup. Fortunately, they have an electrified 
fence, surrounding the coup. After getting 
shocked, it ran across the street and into 
Cedar Swamp woods. It will be back, since 
a bear does remember where the food 
sources are located.” He said he recently 
saw a male, pileated woodpecker. 

Loon fact
The Loon Preservation Committee in 

Moultonborough New Hampshire included 
these interesting loon facts in their news-
letter. Loons are physiologically adapted 

for life in the water, so much so that they 
struggle to walk on land as a result. Their 
dense, thick walled bones help to weigh 
them down in the water. The extreme 

rear-placement of their legs and feet 
allows them to maximize the propulsive 
force that they can exert with each kick. 

Many studies documented the dura-
tion of observed loon dives. Most of these 
studies have reported that average loon 
dives last somewhere between 33 and 52 
seconds, regardless of season or location. 
Loons diving to deeper depths tend to 
spend more time underwater than those 
diving in more shallow areas. 

In a study of loons using Lake Michigan 
as a stopover site during fall migration, Ke-
now et al. (2018) found that loons diving to 
depths of 40 m (131 feet) were spending, on 
average, 139 seconds (over 2 minutes) un-
derwater per dive. In contrast, loons diving 
to depths of just 20 meters (65 feet) in that 
study were spending less time under water 
per dive (87 seconds, on average).

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Small Eurasian 

deer
  4. Irish county
 10. A major division 

of geological 
time

 11. Broadway actor 
Lane

 12. Canadian 
province (abbr.)

 14. Human gene
 15. Two
 16. A famous one 

is blue
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. Ring-shaped 

objects
 23. Spoils
 24. Occurs
 26. Commercial
 27. Near
 28. Products you 

may need
 30. Pledge thrown 

down as a 
challenge

 31. TV network
 34. Silk or cotton 

garments
 36. Soviet Socialist 

Republics
 37. Retired 

American 
football coach 
Dean

 39. Hot dish
 40. A type of gin
 41. Atomic #84
 42. Sawhorse
 48. About ground
 50. Medicine man
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. Capital of 

Albania
 53. Appendage
 54. OJ trial judge
 55. By the way 

(abbr.)
 56. Bicycle parts
 58. Barbie’s friend
 59. Moved one’s 

neck to see
 60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make up for
  2. Baltimore 

ballplayer
  3. Salary
  4. Influential 

world body
  5. Engravers
  6. Declared as 

fact
  7. One who steals
  8. Jewelry
  9. Hospital 

employee 
(abbr.)

 12. Nonsense 
(slang)

 13. Town in Galilee
 17. Value
 19. A fake name
 20. Sheep in their 

second year
 21. Town in Surrey, 

England
 25. Appropriate for 

a particular time 
of year

 29. Creative works
 31. Recesses
 32. W. Pacific 

island group
 33. Tolkien 

character
 35. Ancient symbol 

co-opted by the 
Nazi party

 38. Pioneer
 41. Scribe
 43. Painted a 

bright color
 44. Lowest 

members of 
British nobility

 45. Actress 
Thurman

 46. Type of sugar
 47. Crest of a hill
 49. N. American 

people of British 
Columbia

 56. Device
 57. The Mount 

Rushmore State

til it reaches maximum at their full retire-
ment age. And if the survivor’s personal SS 
retirement benefit will ever be more than 
their maximum survivor benefit, the sur-
viving spouse also has the option to claim 
only the smaller survivor benefit first and 
allow their personal SS retirement benefit 
to grow to maximum at age 70 if desired. 

With Social Security there is hardly 
ever a simple answer to a question but, in 
the example you use, if both are over their 
SS full retirement age:

If the husband dies first, the wife will 
get 100% of the amount ($2,000) the hus-
band was receiving, instead of the small 
amount ($1,000) she was previously re-
ceiving.  

If the wife dies first, the husband’s 

monthly benefit will remain at $2,000 
and he will get no increase in his month-
ly amount. In either case, the surviving 
spouse will be entitled to a one-time lump 
sum death benefit of $255.

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC.

Guest Column

in my

By Ellenor Downer

American woodcock

Loon

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 6

SECURITY   ❚   from page 4

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser NewsOur

advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser
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BELCHERTOWN – Last Saturday after-
noon, Agawam 5-6 Suburban Boys Basket-
ball won its division title in a matchup at 
Belchertown High School.

The Agawam 5-6 Suburban Boys Basketball team captured a title last Saturday afternoon at Belchertown.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jacob Quinby focuses hard as he shoots.

Jack Cravo takes the three-point attempt.

Luke Loughlin heads in for the layup. Cam Jorgensen heads for the sideline.

More players needed to fill Quabbin Valley League rosters
With April looming, the Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball 

League is looking for more players to fill its open roster spots.
There are more than 15 open roster spots as the league 

heads for its open practice and tryout date and teams are 
looking to fill their 14-player rosters for a 2024 season that will 
see the league get back to its normal schedule.

The league is very enthusiastic to welcome new members 
to the league to fill these roster spots so all teams have the full 
depth they need. To register, go to: www.quabbinvalleybase-

ball.org and click on the Registration tab.
Following heavy turnover between 2022 and 2023, the 

league had to downsize to five teams and ran a modified 
schedule that included scheduled doubleheaders and bye 
weeks for teams in order to complete a 15-game schedule. 
Rain also hampered the league’s schedule as well last year.

On March 3, the league’s board voted to bring in a new 
team, bringing the league back up to six teams and creat-
ing an even schedule with every team playing on 15 Sunday 

morning starting on Sunday, April 21 through late August 
with playoffs to follow.

The league is also voted to play a segment of its schedule 
using wood bats only. The middle five games of the schedule 
will be played that way while the rest of schedule is played 
with either metal or wood bats.

The league will be holding an open practice for all league 
players and especially players who are new to the league on 
Sunday, April 7 at 10 a.m. at Beachgrounds Park in South Had-
ley. 

Prior to that, the next meeting is scheduled for Sunday 
March 24 at 12 noon at the Hangar Pub & Grill in South Had-
ley. All are welcome to attend the meeting, ask questions and 
express interest in joining. The league’s board will be discuss-
ing final preparations for the 2024 season.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all-abilities league and all 
are welcome to join. Eligibility is players who are age 28 and 
over. You must be 30 to be eligible to pitch in the league. Your 
age for eligibility is whatever age you will turn in 2024. The 
league is also able to entertaining taking in an entire group as 
a team to add to the league. Please email the league board for 
to inquire about entering a team.

Games are typically held in the Easthampton and South 
Hadley area with some expansion to Chicopee, West Spring-
field, Agawam, and Granby being considered.

Agawam’s 5-6 
boys take title

SERVICE & REPAIR

443 Springfield Street, Agawam
www.vfauto.com
413-789-2181

OIL CHANGE

TIRE SERVICE

MAINTENANCE

AUTO REPAIR &
SERVICE EXPERTS
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More than 6,000 brighten day at Road Race
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – After some dreary, 
cold, or rainy weather during the past 
few years, the people attending the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race 
drew a winner yesterday.

On a sun-splashed afternoon with 
comfortable temperatures, the 47th 
running of the popular 10K Road 
Race took place.

With more than 6,000 harriers 
competing, and many more taking 
part in the Fun Run or walking events, 
the first part of St. Patrick’s weekend 
was definitely a success.

Louis Serafini was the big winner 
of the main event. He completed the 
very hilly, 6.2-mile course in 30:12. 
Serafini is from Cambridge.

The top female was a local runner 
from Western Massachusetts. Anna 
Steinmen, of Springfield, came across 
the finish line at 37:00.

Ryan Davis, of South Hadley, was 
one of the top local finishers at 34:36. 
He was 20th overall.

This year’s race would feature 
runners from all over the region, the 
state, and surrounding states as many 
are preparing for the Boston Mara-
thon, set to take place in just under 
a month on Monday, April 15. Many 
runners over the years have enjoyed 
using the St. Patrick’s Day Road Race 
as practice for the marathon because 
of the challenging hills throughout 
the streets of Holyoke that runners 
must navigate through.

Of the more than 6,000 runners 
who were registered, 4,442 finished 
the 10K course this year. Race officials 
have said the participation level in 
the event is still rebounding from the 
pandemic. Prior to the pandemic in 
2019, race participants totaled about 
7,000. The race was not held in 2020 
and 2021 before it returned in 2022 
with around 5,000 participants. More 
made their way out to the race last 
year, but that number was surpassed 
this year.

Because of that, the start of the 
race featured multiple waves, though 
4RUN3 ran the bibs and electronic 
results kept accurate results for all 
those involved.

A number of this year’s partici-
pants were featured in the usual cel-
ebratory costumes and outfits for 
St. Patrick’s Day, while many others 
opted for cartoon and other fictional 
characters, such as Spider-Man. Sev-
eral local running clubs also made 
their way to the race, as did the youth 
of the region. Youth participants 
in the race were as young as seven-
years-old.

Security was in full force at the 
event with plenty of presence from 
the Massachusetts State Police, Holy-
oke Police, and Hampden County 
Sheriff ’s Department, and the event 
went off without any incidents.

Male top finisher and first overall Louis Serafini, of Cambridge, finishes the race at 30:12. Anna Steinmen, of Springfield, was the top female finisher at 37:00.

SportsSports

The runners are off in the 2024 Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

The pace truck makes its way across the finish line followed 
by state police, which escorts the first set of runners.The wave of runners head down the first stretch of the 6.2-mile course.

Brett Abbott was Agawam’s top finisher 
in the event.

David Drigo, of Feeding Hills, finishes at 
41:09.

Jared Pare, of Feeding Hills, celebrates 
as she crosses the finish line.

18-year-old Aiden Therrien, of Agawam, 
finishes the race.

Joshua Goggin, of Feeding Hills, finishes 
at 46:25.
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Local athletes named to Senior All-Star Game

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame announced the team 
rosters for the 2024 Western Massachu-
setts Senior High School All-Star Games. 
On Thursday, March 21, the Hall of Fame 
hosted the 2024 All-Star event on the Jer-
ry Colangelo Court of Dreams at the Hall 
of Fame. A total of 60 players were select-
ed from different divisions within the re-
gion to participate in three games that will 
showcase the top seniors in their final high 
school contest. 

“The Basketball Hall of Fame is hon-
ored to host the top high school basket-

ball players from Western Massachusetts 
at our 13th annual All-Star celebration,” 
said John L. Doleva, President and CEO of 
the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame. “We 
encourage the residents of Western Mass. 
to join us as we celebrate these outstand-
ing seniors in the final game of their high 
school careers.” 

A committee of local coaches and me-
dia members who represent each division 
on the boys’ and girls’ sides selected the 
teams. Using the designated classes for the 
PVIAC Tournament, the players will be di-
vided into six teams: two girls’ teams, two 

boys’ teams of Class A and B players, and 
two boys’ teams of Class C and D players. 
Only graduating seniors are eligible for the 
All-Star Games. Rosters can be found on 
the next page. 

For the 13th year, the Naismith Basket-
ball Hall of Fame will recognize one boy 
and one girl as the Western Massachusetts 
Players of the Year. A special presentation 
will be made for the recipients during half-
time of one of the participating games. A 
panel of local media members selects the 
award winners, who are recognized for 
their achievements on the court, in addi-

tion to their sportsmanship and character 
off the court. 

The three All-Star Games were held on 
Thursday, March 21. There were two boys 
games and a girls game on the slate. 

Among the all-stars named were 
Granby’s Colin Murdock, Monson’s Colin 
Beaupre, Ware’s Jack McKeever and Emily 
McGrail, Palmer’s Andrew Menard, Min-
nechaug’s Lylah Jeannotte, South Hadley’s 
Drew Alley, Holyoke’s Amilyan Tread-
well-Mercedes and Shawn Rivera, Chicop-
ee Comprehensive’s Alyssa Caney and Tine-
us McCluster, and Agawam’s Colin Smith.

Railers fall to Adirondack
WORCESTER  – Worcester was beat-

en, 5-1, by the Adirondack Thunder even 
though it outshot the visitors by 40-26.

The Railers have scored exactly one 
goal in four straight games on a total of 
148 shots on goal. This is the third time 
in franchise history a Worcester team has 
scored one or fewer goals four straight 
times, the first time since Feb. 27 through 
March 3, 2022.

The Railers had two goals in that 
stretch.

“I’m sure that’s part of it,” coach Jor-
dan Smotherman said of the confidence 
factor. “Any time you put together (148) 
shots over four games and score four 
goals, guys start gripping the sticks and 
there’s definitely a letdown every time 
you have that big chance and it doesn’t 
go in.”

Jake Pivonka had the 
Railers goal. Grant Joze-
fek, Andre Ghantous, 
Ryan Smith, Shane 
Harper and Mike 
Gillespie scored for the 
Thunder. Gillespie hit an 
empty net.

For the first time 
this season Smotherman 
changed goalies not because 
of injury. John Muse allowed four 
goals on 16 shots and was replaced by 
Cole Ceci at 17:09 of the second period.

“We’ve asked a lot of him,” Smother-
man said of Muse. “Especially seeing that 
he’s 35 years old. I couldn’t imagine doing 
that. He wanted to play tonight. He want-
ed to fight to give us a chance to win. We 
know that the next time he’s in there he’s 
gonna be the giant we’ve come to know.”

With the defeat, the Railers have 
dropped into sixth place in the North 
Division, at least in terms of winning 
percentage. In terms of points, though, 
Worcester is remarkably tied with three 
other teams for the final playoff spot.

The Railers, Reading, Maine and 

Trois-Rivieres all have 57. Maine and 
Trois-Rivieres have winning percentages 
of .491. Reading is at .475.

Newfoundland is in third place with a 
.517 winning percentage, so the Growlers 
are in the playoff scrum, too.

“I told our guys — we’re in a 13-game 
push. There are four teams with 57 points, 
one with 62 that’s played a couple more 
games. We play all of them, so it’s up to us. 
The ball’s in our court.”

The winning goaltender was Vinnie 
Purpura. He was the last man the Railers 
wanted to see as they battle an offensive 
slump. The triumph improved his record 
against Worcester this season to 5-0-1 
with a 1.91 goals against average and .935 
saves percentage.

Worcester outshot the Thunder, 9-1, 
through the game’s 

first seven minutes 
and dominated play, 

but had nothing to 
show for it. Thus, Ad-

irondack scored the first 
goal and took a 1-0 lead 
at 16:09.

Jozefek, a former Rail-
er, snapped one home 
from the right circle.
Pivonka tied it late in the 

period as he converted a pass 
from Ashton Calder at 18:21. That 

could have translated into some momen-
tum for Worcester heading into the sec-
ond period, but did not.

Ghantous, newly signed out of North-
ern Michigan, got his first pro goal at 3:15. 
He put one under the crossbar from 20 
feet. Smith scored similarly at 4:33 on a 
power play, then Harper beat Muse from 
the top of the left circle at 17:09 to end the 
veteran’s night.

The Railers’ next four games are on the 
road. They play at Adirondack Wednesday 
night, then do a three-in-three weekend 
in Reading. The next game at the DCU 
Center is March 27 versus Newfoundland.

T-Birds get win over Charlotte
CHARLOTTE, N.C. – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds 
(27-27-3-2) answered 
a Charlotte 
comeback the 
day before with 
one of their own 
en route to a 6-4 win 
over the  Checkers 
(31-23-6-0) on Sunday 
afternoon at Bojangles’ 
Coliseum.

It did not take long for the Checkers 
to score their fourth consecutive goal 
of the weekend, as captain Zac Dalpe 
worked a 2-on-1, give-and-go rush to 
perfection with Cam Morrison, snapping 
a shot over Colten Ellis to make it 1-0 
Charlotte just 2:56 into the first.

Springfield answered in kind on its 
first power play chance of the day, as 
Will Bitten hit a crashing Ryan Suzuki in 
the crease for a redirection past Magnus 
Hellberg at 5:22, making it a 1-1 game.

Charlotte continued having penalty 
troubles, giving the T-Birds two addition-
al man-up situations in the period. How-
ever, the Checkers’ PK answered the bell, 
and on their third kill of the afternoon, 
Rasmus Asplund added offense with a 
shorthanded shot past Ellis on the block-
er at 14:32, finishing off another 2-on-1 
and giving the home side the 2-1 lead at 
intermission.

It took Adam Gaudette just 19 sec-
onds to restore a tie score when he stole 
a breakout pass and slapped a blistering 
shot over Hellberg’s shoulder to even the 
game, 2-2. It brought him back into a tie 
for the AHL goal-scoring lead with On-
tario’s Samuel Fagemo. 

The 2-2 tie only lasted 50 seconds, 
though, as Wilmer Skoog answered back 
on a jam shot from the right circle to give 
Charlotte the 3-2 advantage during a de-
layed Springfield penalty.

Charlotte’s third power play proved to 
be a charm when Gerry Mayhew gave the 

Checkers a two-goal lead when 
he poked a loose puck under 

Ellis at 8:32 to make it a 
4-2 game.

WIth much 
of the momentum 

seemingly on Char-
lotte’s side, the T-Birds 
got a wonderful stroke 
of luck at the 10:25 
mark when a Skyler 

Brind’Amour pass car-
omed off Uvis Balinskis’ skate and 
squeaked under Hellberg’s legs. Suzuki 
was given credit for his second of the 
game, and the Charlotte lead suddenly 
slipped to 4-3. 

With their power play beaming with 
confidence, the T-Birds tied the game 
when Will Bitten deflected a Calle Rosen 
shot in behind Hellberg, tying the score, 
4-4, with just 3:01 remaining in the mid-
dle period. 

Early in the third, the Springfield 
power play again made a huge impact 
following a double-minor on Mayhew. 
With just two seconds remaining on the 
first minor, Jakub Vrana played the role 
of the deflector, as he guided a Dylan 
Coghlan snapshot through Hellberg, giv-
ing the T-Birds their first lead at the 2:30 
mark of the third, 5-4. 

After both teams committed minors 
just 51 seconds apart to set up 4-on-4 
play, Coghlan added to the T-Birds lead 
on a 2-on-1, picking a spot over Hell-
berg’s stick-side arm to make it a 6-4 lead 
for the visitors at 9:26 of the final period. 
Coghlan finished the two-game set with 
three goals and five points, and his goal 
put him atop the AHL leaderboard for 
goals by defensemen with 16. 

From that point onward,  Ellis and 
the T-Birds’ defense stiffened, blocking 
countless Charlotte attempts en route 
to the win. Ellis, in picking up his third 
straight win over Charlotte, made 42 
stops.

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Agawam Advertiser News

www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
aan@turley.com  •  413.283.8393

Your Community Newspaper
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

LEGAL AD
The Agawam Conser-

vation Commission will 
meet on Thursday, March 
28, 2024 at 6:10 PM at the 
Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main St,  Agawam, 
Ma. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to hear the 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability of Calabrese on 
property located at 22 Samuel 
St.

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION 
03/21/2024 

AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Agawam Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a pub-
lic hearing at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St., 
Agawam, MA on Monday, 
April 8, 2024 at 6:30PM 
for all parties interested in 
the request of John & Jessica 
Velez, who are seeking a 
Special Permit in accordance 
with the Town of Agawam 
Zoning Ordinances Ch. 180, 
Section 8.1 to allow for the 
keeping of chickens at the 
premises identified as 59 
Simpson Circle. 

Doreen A. Prouty
Chairperson, ZBA 

03/14, 03/21/2024 

Legal Ad
AGAWAM 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

The Agawam Conser-
vation Commission will 
hold a public hearing on 
Thursday, March 28, 2024 
at 6:00 PM at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA. The 
purpose of this hearing will 
be to hear the Notice of Intent 
Application of the Agawam 
DPW for work to be per-
formed at 108 Perry Lane 
subject to the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act.

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION 
03/21/2024 

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING

AGAWAM 
CITY COUNCIL

T h e  A g a w a m  C i t y 
Council will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, April 1, 
2024 at 7:00 P.M. in Veterans 
Hall located at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA.  The 
purpose of this hearing will 
be to hear the petition of 88 
Agawam, LLC aka Shield 
Hotel Management, LLC for 
a zone change request for 
1422 Main Street, Agawam 
(Parcel ID K4-1-7) from 
Business A & Residence 
A-2 to entirely Residence 
A-2 (ZC-2024-1). This pub-
lic hearing will also be live-
streamed on the Town of 
Agawam’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us and televised 
on Cable Access Channel 15. 
ZC-2024-1 is available for 
public inspection by emailing 
the office of the City Clerk 
for an electronic copy at 
vgioscia@agawam.ma.us. 

BY ORDER OF:
Rosemary Sandlin

City Council President
03/14, 03/21/2024 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 
FOR WRITTEN QUOTES

The Agawam Housing 

Authority, the Awarding 
Authority, invites written 
quotes from Contractors 
for  the  “Paint  under-
side of balconies” project 
at Meadowbrook Manor, 
Buildings #1 through #6 
(667-3), 66 Meadowbrook 
M a n o r,  A g aw a m ,  M A 
(DHCD# 005150) for the 
Agawam Housing Authority, 
in accordance with the doc-
uments prepared by Jody 
Barker, AIA | Architecture + 
Design, LLC.

The Project consists of: 
repainting the underside 
and front of existing con-
crete balconies at buildings 
#1 through #6 at the project 
site.

The work is estimated to 
cost $61,000.

Quotes are subject to 
M.G.L. c.149 §44A (2)(B) & 
to state prevailing wage rates 
as required by M.G.L. c.l49 
§§26 to 27H inclusive.

For projects with an 
estimated construction 
cost of over $100,000, by 
DHCD contractual require-
ment, General Bidders must 
be certified by the Division 
of Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance (DCAMM), 
according to Article 2.1 in 
Section 00.21.00 Instructions 
to Bidders, in the category of: 
Name of Category or State 
“Not Applicable.” No Filed 
Sub Bids are required.

General Bids will be 
received until 2:00 p.m., 
Friday, April 5, 2024 and 
publicly opened forthwith.

This project is being 
Electronically Bid (E-Bid). 
All Quotes shall be pre-
pared and submitted online 
at www.Projectdog.com and 
received no later than the 
date & time specified above. 
Hard copy Quotes will not 
be accepted by the Awarding 
Authority. For assistance, 
contact Projectdog, Inc. at 
978.499.9014.

General bids shall be 
accompanied by a bid deposit 
that is not less than five per-
cent (5%) of the greatest pos-
sible bid amount (considering 
all alternates), and made pay-
able to the Town of Agawam 
Housing Authority.

Cont rac t  Documents 
will be available electron-
ically or for purchase at 
www.Projectdog.com on 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024, 
Project Code: 860999.

The job site and/or exist-
ing building will be available 
for inspection at 10:00 A.M. 
on Wednesday, March 27, 
2024.

For an appointment call:
RCAT PM: 

Hugh Mackay
Phone: 774-366-6093

e-mail: 
Mackey@worcesterha.org 

03/21/2024 

LEGAL NOTICE
       PUBLIC HEARING

AGAWAM 
CITY COUNCIL

T h e  A g a w a m  C i t y 
Council will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, April 1, 
2024 at 7:00 PM in Veterans 
Hall located at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA.  The 
purpose of this hearing will 
be to hear an Ordinance to 
amend Chapter 180 and 
Chapter 114 of the Code 
of the Town of Agawam 
as sponsored by Mayor 
Christopher Johnson (TOR-
2024-2) regarding Class 1 
and Class 2 licenses. This 
public hearing will also be 
live-streamed on the Town of 
Agawam’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us and televised 
on Cable Access Channel 15. 
TOR-2024-2 is available for 

public inspection by emailing 
the office of the City Clerk 
for an electronic copy at 
vgioscia@agawam.ma.us 

BY ORDER OF: 
Rosemary Sandlin

City Council President
 

03/14, 03/21/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0498EA
Estate of: 

Nicholas Buoniconti, Jr.
Date of Death: 04/25/2023

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Kimberly 
B e n j a m i n - P r o k o p  o f 
Westfield MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Kimberly Benjamin-
Prokop of Westfield MA 
be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve With Personal 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/05/2024. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PRO-

BATE CODE (MUPC)
A Persona l  Repre -

sentative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: March 08, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/21/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0559EA
Estate of: 

Walter Arthur DeFilippi 

Also known as: 
Walter A DeFilippi 

Date of Death: 01/15/2024 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Judith D. 
Asselin  of Southwick, MA 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Judith D. Asselin  of 
Southwick, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of  said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/11/2024. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PRO-

BATE CODE (MUPC)
A Persona l  Repre -

sentative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: March 14, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/21/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0478EA
Estate of: 

Lillian R Depalo
Date of Death: 01/06/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - 

Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Holly Harrison of East 
Longmeadow, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Holly Harrison of 
East Longmeadow, MA 
be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve on the bond in 

unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/17/2024. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PRO-

BATE CODE (MUPC)
A Persona l  Repre -

sentative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: March 12, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/21/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0082CA  
In the matter of: 

Emily Laine Greeson
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Emily Laine Greeson of 
Agawam, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Emily Laine Bugli 
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/09/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  March 12, 2024 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/21/2024

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

by Langonet Towing pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c.255, Section 39A, that on 
March 22, 2024 at 63 Ramah 
Cir S, Agawam the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy the 
garagekeeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
and expenses of notices and 
sale of said vehicle.

2008 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL21E88N525071
Tyshun Cleveland
24 Harvard Street
Springfield, MA 01109
03/07, 03/14, 03/21/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 748-8600

Docket No. HD24P0210EA
Estate of: 

John Podgorski
Also Known As: 

John L. Podgorski
Date of Death: 

November 13, 2023
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned est-
ate, by Petition of Petit i-
oner David J. Podgorski of 
Suffield, CT

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

David J.  Podgorski 
of Suffield, CT has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being ad min-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervi-
sion by the Court. Inven tory 
and accounts are not re quired 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal 
Repre sentative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Inter ested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Pet itioner.
03/21/2024

Legal Ad
AGAWAM 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION

The Agawam Historical 
Commission will be hold-
ing a public hearing at 7:00 
PM on Tuesday, April 9, 
2024 at the Captain Charles 
Leonard House, 663 Main 
Street, Agawam. The pur-
pose of this hearing will be to 
review the Demolition Permit 
for the Timothy Collins 
House, 71 Bridge Street, 
North Agawam, which comes 
under the Town of Agawam’s 
Demolition Delay Ordinance.

By Order of 
David Cecchi, Chairman

AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

03/21, 03/28/2024 

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

FREE REFRIGERATOR
21 cubic foot Amana refrigerator with 
ice maker. Ivory, good condition. Come 
and get it. Free. Clean photos on re-
quest. 508-344-4879, West Brook-
field.

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY

Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HIGHWAY
SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Brookfield is seeking an 
experienced full-time Highway Su-
perintendent. Full job description at 
brookfieldma.us.  Please submit 
resume and cover letter to selectmen@
brookfieldma.us. Application review 
will begin after March 28th. Resumes 
accepted until position is filled. Brook-
field is an equal opportunity employer.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a part-time HIGHWAY ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 16 
hours per week.  Applicants must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Outlook.  Hours are flexible, but must 
be worked during the regular highway 
department hours of Monday through 
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to assist 
the Highway Superintendent.  Applica-
tion and complete job description are 
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us. Position is open 
until filled. Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS ISFind archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR  
The Town of Brookfield is seeking 
qualified applicants for the posi-
tion of Town Administrator. Re-
sponsibilities include professional, 
administrative, supervisory, and 
technical work. See job description 
at brookfieldma.us. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Current 
appropriation $89,989.00 Please 
submit a resume and cover letter 
to Selectmen@brookfieldma.
us. Open until filled. Equal Oppor-
tunity/Affirmative Action Employer

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN/
FIELD INSPECTOR

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR 1

P/T EMERGENCY DISPATCHER
P/T PUBLIC TV PROGRAM 

COORDINATOR

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill 
several vacancies. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov. Open until 
filled.  EOE

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is seeking to 
fill the position of Assistant Treasurer/
Tax Collector:  7-10 Hours a week, the 
position consists of assisting in the 
collection and posting of real estate, 
personal property and motor vehicle 
excise taxes.  Assist in mailings and 
general office duties.  Special require-
ment:  Must meet the requirements 
to be bonded. Proficient in commu-
nicating with the public, computer 
skills, record keeping, and clerical 
skills.  Please send a cover letter and 
resume to Town of Worthington, 
Tax Collector’s Office, P.O. Box 
213, Worthington, MA  01098 by:  
April 11, 2024.
The Town of Worthington is an equal 

opportunity employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gilbert-
ville. Two lifts, compressor, office, bath-
room/washroom. Large 10 ft overhead 
electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 phase 
electric. Room for 5 vehicles plus 
inside and outside parking. Located 
right on Rt 32. Perfect for a business 
or? $1,500/month. Call Don @(413) 
758-3039. 

REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED TAX SERVICES

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Recycle Your Stuff for Cash
in the CLASSIFIEDS

Call, email  
or use the 
form in the 
papers to 

sell.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@turley.com • 413-283-8393

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
Post your 

job openings 
in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

“It went from being an office structure 
to being a public safety structure, so under 
the codes its different structural require-
ments,” Johnson said. 

The majority of the structural work is 
complete and now the team is working on 
the build out of the interior. 

As the police transition over, Johnson 
wants to assure the people of Agawam that 
the police will remain fully operational.

“The police are working on the transi-
tion plan, the moving plan,” Johnson said. 
“It’s not going to be a situation where we 
close the police department for a long 
weekend, it’s obviously a service that has 
to be maintained 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.”

Currently the police are working on de-
veloping a plan as to which portions of the 
department will move over first and how 
to best transfer more delicate items. 

“It’s more complicated than it sounds,” 
Johnson said. “At the existing building 
there’s significant areas of evidence stor-
age for existing criminal cases involving 
the department, so making sure we follow 
all the necessary rules regarding change of 

custody of evidence and so forth.”
The current police department is a 

building that used to be an elementary 
school and was built about 100 years ago. 
It was renovated to be the police head-
quarters in the 1980s.

“At this point the building and the 
equipment is significantly beyond its use-
ful life,” Johnson said. “There are signifi-
cant problems creeping up in the building 
relative to the structure and so forth.”

The new facility will help with those 
issues and will provide additional space. 
This additional space will be beneficial as 
the police department continues to grow 
and add specialized services.

Johnson is unsure what will happen to 
the old building. He thinks they may either 
look into keeping it for municipal use or 
try to interest a developer in the site, de-
pending on the salvageability of the build-
ing.

“We’re trying to look at all potential op-
tions at this point,” he said. “We’re looking 
at options of redeveloping the site, if not 
the building.’

The project itself has been in progress 
since early last year, with construction be-
ginning in fall of 2023. 

where they are and to provide high-qual-
ity special education services in-district, 
which I think is really a benefit of our 
district,” Walsh said. “Having that wide 
variety of programs allows us to be really 
flexible in how we meet students’ needs.”

Students are able to use services 
across a variety of the programs so they 
can develop a system that works best 
for them. 

“We can have a little bit of this and a 
little bit of that,” Walsh said. 

Even with these programs, there are 
some children who need further spe-
cialized care that Agawam has to place 
out of the district. 

Currently there are 23 students 
placed OOD, with 19 in day placements 
and four in residential placements.  Ten 
of those students moved into the dis-
trict with IEPs calling for OOD place-
ment. 

The OOD placements the district 
currently uses are: Valley West School, 
Helix-Mill Pond, Berkshire Hills Music 
Academy, The May Center and Amego.

These placements come at a high 
cost for the district, with costs per year 
per student for each being $62,508.95, 
$70,896, $86,706.40, $149,197.32 and 
$444,550.92, respectively. 

“All of these placements have addi-
tional costs to them, like transporta-
tion, these are just tuition rates,” Walsh 
said. “I think it highlights the impor-
tance financially of us keeping our kids 
in-district, too.”

In contrast, according to Walsh the 

most expensive child to educate in-dis-
trict this past year was $74,000. That 
included a paraprofessional, a special 
education teacher, transportation, sum-
mer services, occupational therapy and 
physical therapy. 

“Yes, it was expensive to educate that 
student, but when you compare it to the 
potential cost of sending a student like 
that OOD and, really, what’s right to do 
for that kid, I think it’s well worth it,” 
Walsh said. 

In deciding what the best IEP is for 
each student, Walsh confirmed that 
they will discuss with educators and the 
student’s family, especially before mak-
ing the decision to place OOD. 

Additionally, even when a student is 
placed OOD, Walsh confirmed that they 
try to keep them integrated in the Aga-
wam community. 

“I think it’s really important to main-
tain that connection for students and 
families to their home schools,” Walsh 
said. 

There are OOD who are doing clubs 
and participating in sports at AHS. 
Some students will even return from 
their OOD placement. OOD students 
are also welcome to participate in grad-
uation activities at AHS. 

The school committee appreciated 
Walsh’s presentation. They were im-
pressed by Walsh and her team’s ability 
to construct a budget around the needs 
of each student. 

“I think it’s a tribute to the school 
district that we can build that into our 
budget and do what’s best for the kid,” 
Committee Member Michael Perry said. 

POLICE   ❚   from page 1

PROGRAMS   ❚   from page 1

The interior demolition of the building is complete, now the construction team is working on building out.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

Subscribe online: www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST 
RIB END or LOIN END ........

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED 
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
WHOLE HAM ..........................

USDA INSP. 
$209

lb

SALE DATES: 
3/21/24-3/27/24

$244

lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDDABALL 
WHOLE SMOKED 
PIT HAM .............................

$369

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK ...............

USDA INSP. 

KINGFISH STEAKS w/ 
HEAD OR TAIL ........................
USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

HADDOCK FILLETS .................

$4999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CLEANED 
CONCH MEAT 5 LB BOX ..................

$499
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
HONEY HAM 3 LB AVERAGE ....

$199
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$599

49¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WILD CAUGHT 
SALMON FILLETS 1 LB BAG ......... lb

$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT
FREE

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

$799
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPER, 
BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESSlb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTION 
BUTT or SHANK 1 LB .............99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...................$129

USDA INSP.
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

EASTER HAMS

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$499
lb

$555
lb

ALL NATURAL PET STORE 
AND GROOMING SALON
Gentle, Professional 
Dog & Cat Grooming

45 Southwick Rd., Westfield
(413) 572-0055

www.K9sAndFelines.com

TREATS • TOYS • COLLARS
CBD • SPA & HEALTH PRODUCTS 

and more!
Featuring

Area fire chiefs stress importance of smoke/CO detectors
By Dalton Zbierski
dzbierski@turley.com

EAST LONGMEADOW – Led by State 
Fire Marshal John Davine, fire personnel 
from across the state gathered at the East 
Longmeadow Fire Department on the 
morning of Feb. 22 to emphasize the sig-
nificance of maintaining working smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors.

“We have carefully reviewed the recent 
data from fatal fires and have noticed 
some trends,” Davine said. “A total of 45 
people lost their lives from fire in Massa-
chusetts last year, and nearly 70% of those 
deaths took place in the home. Two-thirds 
of those fire victims were older adults ages 
65 and up. Tragically, more than half of 
those homes that had fatal fires did not 
have working smoke alarms.”

There was a time in the state’s history 
where a single fire could take the lives of 
492 people, as occurred during the Cocoa-
nut Grove nightclub fire in Boston in 1942, 
so 45 fire fatalities statewide in 2023 rep-
resents generational progress, but more 
progress could be made if all residents in-
stalled working detectors. 

Westfield Fire Chief Patrick Egloff not-
ed that 30% of the state’s residential fire 
deaths last year occurred in Western Mas-
sachusetts. Egloff is vice president of the 
Western Massachusetts Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation, which represents more than 100 
communities west of Worcester, ranging 
from larger urban centers to small rural 
towns and everything in between. 

“No matter where we work, we all 
agree on one thing: working smoke and 
CO alarms are vital, lifesaving tools that 
belong in every home, apartment, moving 
house and dorm,” Egloff said. 

Egloff relayed that fire personnel are re-
alistic and know fires will occur as long as 
people are cooking, heating their homes, 
smoking and using electricity. However, 
almost every fire death can be prevented 
if residents install, test and maintain their 
smoke detectors and alarms. 

“Smoke alarms alert you to the danger 
and give you time to escape safely, espe-
cially in the overnight hours while you’re 
sleeping,” Egloff said. “The sooner you 
know about the danger, the faster you can 
escape, and the sooner we’re notified, the 
faster we can be there to help.” 

Davine, formerly the Northampton fire 
chief, said that in the case of several dozen 
fatal fire incidents last year, investigators 
found smoke alarms disabled, outdated 

or altogether missing. 
Springfield Fire Commissioner B.J. 

Calvi spoke of a tragedy that occurred in 
the city on March 30, 2023, during a struc-
ture fire. Multiple people were trapped in 
the residence and couldn’t escape. 

“When ( firefighters) made entry and 
knocked down the fire, they found two 
elderly adults who never made it out of 
their bed. The subsequent investigation 
showed that there were no smoke detec-
tors present in the house,” Calvi said. 

Calvi noted that there were five fire fa-
talities in Springfield last year, of which 
four had no smoke detectors present. 

“These are tragedies that could have 
been averted and need to stop,” Calvi said, 
noting that all the fatal fires in Springfield 
last year occurred between midnight and 
8 a.m. 

“Please don’t spend a single night in 
your home without a working smoke de-
tector,” he said. 

Easthampton Fire Chief Christopher 
Norris encourages residents to check their 
detectors and alarms when they change 
their clocks, as the devices don’t last for-
ever. If you don’t remember when you in-
stalled your smoke detector, the manufac-
turing date is printed on the back. 

“Smoke alarms should be replaced 
every 10 years. If your alarm was made 
before February of 2014, or if there’s no 
date at all, it’s time to replace it,” Norris 
said. “We recommend alarms made by 

well-known, national brands. You should 
be able to find most of these at your local 
hardware stores.” 

Chicopee Fire Chief Dan Stamborski 
said smoke detectors and alarms are the 
first line of defense against a fire in your 
home and that everyone should know 
what to do when the alarm goes off. 

“That’s where your home escape plan 
comes in,” Stamborski said. “First and 
foremost, take a look around your house 
on a daily basis, be sure to keep furniture 
and clutter away from your doors, win-
dows and stairways because you don’t 
want anything blocking your way our 
during an emergency. And, when we re-
spond to your home, you certainly don’t 
want to impede our access to get to you.”

Stamborski encourages families to 
practice their escape routes and choose 
two or more ways to leave the building, 
which can include windows if you are on a 
lower floor. Pick a meeting place outside; 
it should be a safe distance away where 
everyone can gather. 

“Once you’re at the meeting place, nev-
er go back inside, not for anything. Call 
911 and let the firefighters enter with their 
protective equipment,” Stamborski said. 

Once you create your escape route, 
practice it often, both during the day and 
at night until it becomes muscle memo-
ry. Also, sleeping with your bedroom door 
closed is the simplest way to keep fire, 
smoke and carbon monoxide out. 

“You’d be amazed how much protec-
tion a simple closed door offers,” Stam-
borski said. 

Wilbraham Fire Chief Michael An-
drews spoke about CO, a poisonous gas 
created by burning fuels that is often pro-
duced by home heating equipment. CO is 
harmful and potentially fatal, especially 
for young children or older adults. 

“What makes CO so dangerous is that 
you can’t see it, smell it or taste it. Carbon 
monoxide is a silent, invisible killer,” An-
drews said. “Carbon monoxide poisoning 
is one of the leading causes of acciden-
tal poisoning deaths in the country. Here 
in Massachusetts, more than 350 people 
end up in the emergency room each year 
because of CO poisoning.” 

Last year, in Massachusetts, there 
were more than 5,000 calls reporting 
carbon monoxide, and the vast majority 
ended safely because people had working 
alarms.

Andrews said be sure to have CO 
alarms in every level of your home, test 
them every month and replace the batter-
ies twice a year. The alarms themselves 
need to be replaced every five, seven to 
10 years; one can check the manufactur-
er’s instructions or look up the make and 
model online to find out. 

“Finally, if you hear it going off, get 
outside and dial 911. Don’t disable them 
our write it off as a malfunction. Let us 
check to see if it’s safe,” Andrews said. 

State Fire Marshal John Davine takes to the podium at the East Longmeadow Fire Department on Feb. 22 to talk about the importance of having working smoke 
and CO detectors and alarms. TURLEY PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI


