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Velis seeks later hours 
for veterans’ cemetery

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – State Sen. John 
Velis (D-Westfield) has petitioned 
for an increase in visiting hours 
at the Veterans’ Memorial Ceme-
tery located in Agawam on Main 
St.

The cemetery is one of just 
two veterans’ cemeteries in Mas-
sachusetts, and the other open all 
the time.

Velis called out the limited vis-
iting hours at the Agawam Veter-
ans’ Memorial Cemetery. While 
the Winchendon Veterans’ Me-
morial Cemetery is open to visi-
tors 24/7, it was recently brought 
to Velis’ attention that the gates 
at the Agawam Veterans’ Memo-

rial Cemetery have been clos-
ing at 4 p.m. for the past several 
months. 

“There are only two state vet-

erans’ cemeteries in all of Massa-
chusetts. People from all over the 

Autism Autism 
Awareness Awareness 

Month Month 
beginsbegins

AGAWAM – Mayor William 
Sapelli and other city officials 
visited Sunshine Village to 
celebrate the start of Autism 
Awareness Month. The visit 
included a celebration of Sun-
shine’s art display and a new 
flag being raised.

Charter 
review 
comes to 
forefront

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – A massive debate 
over the logistics of early mail 
voting in municipal elections has 
renewed calls for charter review 
in town.

For many years, numerous 
past and present city councilors 
have been calling for change to 
the city, or an overall charter re-
view to happen.

Council President Christo-
pher Johnson told the city coun-
cil he would specifically draft 
language for council approval 
for a charter change that would 
increase the length of time be-
tween a municipal primary and 
general election from four to 
eight weeks. The change is need-
ed so the town clerk’s office can 
entertain the possibility of future 
early mail-in voting being made 
available to all residents.

But it does not stop there.
Both Councilors Robert Ros-

si and Cecilia Calabrese were 
among the town’s legislative 
body saying full charter review is 
necessary.

Councilor Rosemary Sandlin, 

No universal early mail 
voting for 2023 election

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – When it came 
down to it, logistics prevailed 
over the will of the people as 
the majority of the Agawam City 
Council voted to opt out of early 
mail voting for the 2023 munic-
ipal primary and general elec-
tions.

At a public hearing held Mon-
day night, a parade of communi-
ties members spoke against a 
proposal from Mayor William 
Sapelli and Council President 
Christopher Johnson to opt the 
town out of early mail voting for 
the 2023 elections.

This means only the tradi-
tional absentee ballots will be 
available and then voting will be 
held early October if a primary is 
needed and then on Nov. 7.

Seven city councilors were 
more swayed that the ulti-
mate solution was to work on 
a change that will fix the town’s 
election calendar.

Town Clerk Vincent Gios-
cia spoke at the public hearing 
Monday night. He shared a lot of 
statistics about recent elections, 
and stated his belief mail voting 
was not a significant enough of 
a factor in voter turnout to have 
it in the municipal election this 
year due to the logistical issues 
with securing ballots.

Gioscia explained there are 
only four weeks between the 
primary and general election, 
which is set by the city charter. 
He said the amount of time it 
takes to go through the logis-
tics of the election, including 
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The Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery located in Agawam is only open until 4 p.m. State 
Sen. John Velis is looking to change that as soon as possible.

PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Superintendent Sheila Hoffmann, City Councilor Thomas Hendrickson, Mayor 
William P. Sapelli, Executive Director Gina Kos, Vice President City Councilor Dino 
Mercadante with new Autism Awareness flag. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Sunshine Village celebrates Autism Awareness Month. Art from Sunshine Village is displayed.
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Simpson work to be featured at ACAA meeting
Martha Simpson will be demonstrating 

her Eco Printing method at the monthly 
meeting of the Agawam Community Artists 
and Artisans on Wednesday, April 12 at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA beginning at 6 p.m.

The meeting will take place in the Clini 
Community Room. The public is invited to 
attend this free demonstration.  Refresh-
ments are served beginning at 6 p.m.                  

Simpson’s artwork, as she describes it, is 
wild and untamed, imperfect, a bit like na-
ture from which it mirrors itself. Botanical 
Printing or Eco Printing is a modern adapta-
tion of an age-old natural dye process. When 
steamed, the chemicals present in leaves and 
flowers release themselves onto the fabric 
and create a mirror image. Nature’s bounty is 
endless and using natural dyes often enhanc-
es the results.

Simpson often refers to herself as a tex-
tile artist who works with many different 
types of fiber. Early on she discovered there 
is a difference between making and creating. 
Making is the putting together of certain el-
ements that you hope will provide a desired 
result. Machine stitching led to making doll 
clothes and then adult clothes, always some-
one else’s pattern Creating on the other hand 
was different. Creating is coming up with 
something new, taking the old techniques 
and birthing something unique, free, having 
its own spirit. It isn’t a pattern but a journey.

Through the years Simpson has enjoyed 
spinning fiber from raw wool, natural dyeing, 
knitting, crewel embroidery, needlepoint, 
stitchery, and years past, rug hooking and 
braiding rugs. For many years she has done 
both wet and needle felting which ultimately 
led to botanical printing on wool and fabric. 
Printing images of the leaves and flowers 
around her felt like a new creative experi-

ence, each outcome different. Mother Nature 
doesn’t believe in patterns.

Simpson is a self-taught artist. Learn-
ing Botanical Printing online with an Irish 
environmental naturalist and later from an 
Israeli woman whose work she admired, led 
to different techniques and classrooms filled 
with students from around the world, each 
bringing their particular flora to the expe-
rience. Her work has been shown in juried 
galleries in Connecticut and around New 
England. She has received blue ribbons for 
excellence and best in show. During the past 

eight years she has taught wet felting, needle 
felting and botanical printing in museums 
and with local artists.

Simpson’s formal education consisted of 
obtaining a degree in Early Childhood Edu-
cation from Tufts University and later a Mas-
ter’s Degree from UConn in Gifted and Tal-
ented Education. She developed and taught 
programs for the gifted and talented before 
switching careers to become a financial Ad-
visor for over thirty years in the Hartford 
area. Simpson resides in Broad Brook, Con-
necticut.

Volunteers needed for flagging
AGAWAM – The Agawam Veterans’ 

Council is seeking volunteers to flag vet-
erans’ graves on Saturday, April 22 with a 
rain date of April 29.  Anyone interested in 
participating meet at 8 a.m. at the Spring-
field Street Cemetery (across from Sacred 
Heart Church), Feeding Hills.

Sherman to speak at Garden Club
AGWAM – The Agawam Gar-

den Club will meet on Tuesday, 
April 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the Judy 
Clini Conference Room at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam.   Re-
freshments will be served. After 
a short business meeting the 
speaker will be Alexander R. 
Sherman, the City Forester for 
the City of Springfield, MA, who 
will present a program on urban 
forestry.  Mr. Sherman is a graduate of the 
University of New Hampshire (B.S., Forest 
Ecology 2001) and University of Massa-
chusetts (M.S., Urban Forestry 2013). He 
holds a professional certificate in Geo-
graphic Information Systems from Penn-

sylvania State University 
and various industry cre-
dentials, including ISA and 
Massachusetts certified 
arborist. Alex has also tak-
en part in several trainings 
and deployments of the 
USDA Forest Service Urban 
Forest Strike Team (UFST) 
and is a trained UFST 
team leader. Mr. Sherman 
notes that “urban forestry 

is increasingly important considering a 
changing climate and increasing urban 
populations. More frequent and severe 
extreme weather events has made un-
derstanding how to manage urban trees 
before more critical than ever.”

The work of Martha Simpson will be featured at the next ACAA meeting. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Simpson will be demonstrating Eco Printing at the 
meeting, scheduled for Wednesday, April 12.

Alexander Sherman

ACC in need of new members
AGAWAM – The Agawam Cultural Coun-

cil is asking citizens of the Agawam commu-
nity to consider becoming a member of the 
council.  The Council awards thousands of 
dollars of grants to local schools, artisans, 
and other groups to benefit the arts, hu-
manities, and sciences in Agawam.  This 
fiscal year, the Council has awarded $25,605, 
more than half of which was granted to our 

schools here in Agawam.  These grants have 
funded field trips and special educational 
activities for the students of Agawam, which 
have greatly enriched their lives.  

Serving as a member of the Council 
means attending one meeting per month.  
Our next meeting is April 18 at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Peirce Room at the Agawam Public Li-
brary. 

Town Easter Egg Hunt re-set for 
this weekend

AGAWAM – On Saturday, April 8, the 
Agawam Parks & Recreation Department, 
Agawam Lions Club, and Agawam Rotary 
Club will present the 2023 Easter Egg Hunt 
at School Street Park. The event will be-
gin at the pavilion though parking will be 
available on both sides of the park.

No advance registration is necessary 
and there will be a charge of $5 per family/
car payable on entrance to the park.

Participants are advised to arrive ear-
ly as the hunt will begin at promptly at 10 
a.m. Please bring a container of some kind 
to collect eggs.

There will be hunts for three age groups, 
age four and younger, age five to seven, and 
age eight and older, with special prizes in 
each area.

Allergy-free gift bags will also be avail-
able on request.

The event was postponed from April 1 
due to rain.

Agawam Cultural Council plans New York City trip
AGAWAM – Now that pandemic 

conditions have eased, the Agawam 
Cultural Council is once again sponsor-
ing a “Plan Your Own Day” Bus Trip to 
New York City, scheduled for Saturday, 
May 20. While proof of vaccination is 
not required and masks are optional, 
the Council recommends the contin-
ued wearing of masks while on board 
the bus. 

From the CDC:
“Travel contributes to interstate 

and international spread of COVID-19. 
Wearing masks that completely cover 
the mouth and nose reduces the spread 
of COVID-19. People who never devel-
op symptoms (asymptomatic) or are 
not yet showing symptoms (pre-symp-
tomatic) might not know that they are 
infected but can still spread COVID-19 
to others. Masks also offer protection to 
the wearer from exhaled virus in the en-
vironment.”

Traditionally, New York activities 
such as museum and gallery exhibits, 
theatre and music performances, street 
festivals and shopping are available to 
those going on the trip. On the bus, a 
member of the Council will be available 
to help with information and sugges-
tions along the way. We will attempt to 
make five stops in Manhattan:  The Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art, Rockefeller 
Center/Radio City, Times Square/TKTS, 
34th Street (Macy’s), and the South 
Street Seaport. Riders may elect to get 
off at any of these scheduled stops. The 
bus departs the Roberta G. Doering 
School (Middle School), 68 Main St, Aga-
wam, rear parking lot at 7 a.m. sharp. 
The return trip will leave New York City 
at 6:30 p.m. and be back in Agawam by 
about 9:30 p.m. 

Further details, a map to the de-
parture point, plus a wealth of use-
ful NYC links, can be found at www.
agawamcc.org (click on “Bus Trips” or 

“Our Favorite Links”). 
Tickets will become available mid-

March, 2023. The price is $50 per person 
for both residents and non-residents 
alike. Seating is unreserved, and limited 
to 54 passengers, on a first come / first 
served basis. Please note that seats can-
not be reserved by phone. 

To reserve your seat(s), please send a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope with 
a check made out to “Agawam Cultural 
Council” to: 

Agawam Cultural Council, 153 An-
thony Street, Agawam, MA 01001. 

Important: a phone number or 
e-mail address must be included with 
the check, only so that we can reply to 
confirm receipt, or to notify if the trip is 
cancelled. 

Current ticket availability, updated 
as requests are processed, plus contact 
info for the Bus Trip Coordinators can 
be found on the Cultural Council’s “Bus 
Trips” page at:  www.agawamcc.org. 

Lions Club sets 
up collection 
containers

AGAWAM – The Agawam Lions Club 
is proud to partner with Soapy Noble,  a 
wonderful  new car wash, in Feeding Hill 
on  219 Southwestfield St. The Lions Club 
has set up two bottle collection  contain-
ers in the vacuum area of the car wash. All 
proceeds from these bottles will be dis-
tributed to local charities by the Agawam 
Lions Club. The Lions Club  thanks Soapy 
Noble for their proactive leap into commu-
nity service as newcomers to our town. 

The Agawam Lions club is a major 
charity fundraising organization. It do-
nate to many local clubs in need includ-
ing, youth clubs, school scholarships, the 
food pantry, veterans, and our top pri-
ority is Massachusetts  Eye Research to 
which we have donated over $500,000 in 
the past 20 years.
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Cooper’s Accepting Donations for Dress for Success
AGAWAM – For a limited time Cooper’s 

Gifts Apparel Home of Agawam is accepting 
donations of professional attire for Dress 
for Success of Western Massachusetts. 

Interview-appropriate women’s cloth-
ing, shoes and accessories will be collected 
at Coopers through April 30. 

“We invite everyone to Spring-clean 
their closets and change a life,” said Kate 
Gourde, Owner of Cooper’s Gifts Apparel 
Home.

Donations must be like-new, clean and 
on hangers. All professional attire is wel-
come, but DFS has expressed that their 
greatest current needs are for plus size 
clothing, pocketbooks and scrubs. No casu-
al clothing, please. 

“Just ask yourself ‘Would I wear this to 
an interview?’ If the answer is yes, Dress 
for Success can put it to good use,” Gourde 
said.

The mission of Dress for Success (DFS) 

is to empower women to achieve econom-
ic independence by providing a network of 
support, professional attire and develop-
ment tools to help women thrive in work 
and in life.  They provide each client with 
professional attire to secure employment, 
but they are about much more than simply 
a new outfit. Besides physically equipping 
the client with apparel and accessories, 
their programs furnish her with a con-
fidence that she carries forever and the 
knowledge that she can actively define her 
life, the direction she takes and what suc-
cess means to her. 

 “We have held clothing drives for DFS 
for years; our customers consider it a con-
venience. Especially for people West of the 
river, it’s easier to bring donations here 
than up to the DFS Boutique on Boston 
Road,” Gourde said. Items may be brought 
to the shop anytime during the month of 
April. Cooper’s is located at 161 Main St., 

Agawam, and is open daily 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun-
days 12 to 4 p.m. Cooper’s will be closed on 
Easter Sunday. Questions may be directed 
to Diane Jacobs from Dress for Success of 
Western Massachusetts, call (413)732-8179.

“This drive coincides with Dress for Suc-
cess as our April Round Up charity; so it’s 
the perfect time to spread the word of their 
mission and really help them out,” Gourde 
said. Each month Gourde chooses a local 
charity to receive the profits of the store’s 
Round Up program through which custom-
ers are invited to round up their purchase 
total to the next dollar amount. Gourde will 
then match 50% of the total collected. The 
program has donated over $47,000 to local 
organizations since its inception in 2014. 
More information on the Round Up pro-
gram and how to nominate a charity, may 
be found on Cooper’s website www.coo-
persgifts.com/round-up/

All ages poetry contest at the library
AGAWAM – Celebrate National Poetry 

Month this April by participating in the 
Agawam Library’s Poetry Contest. Poets of 
all ages are invited to submit their original 
poems for the chance to win a prize. Not a 
poet? Not a problem. Patrons can still par-
ticipate by voting for their favorites and 
sharing the love of literature. Submissions 
will be accepted April 1 through April 13 

and voting will begin April 17. For more in-
formation on submitting and voting, please 
see details below. 

To Enter a Poem:
Submissions will be accepted between 

Saturday, April 1 at 9 a.m. and Thursday, 
April 13 at 9 p.m. Submit your original 
poem by: 1. Emailing cpope@agawamli-
brary.org and including your name, grade, 
phone number, and the poem’s title in the 
body of the email, or 2. Bringing it to the 
Children’s Desk or Information Desk at the 
library. If you plan to submit your poem in 
person at the library, please do not write 
your name on the poem; instead, please 
put your name and other information on 
our entry form that is available at the Chil-
dren’s Desk and the Information Desk.

To Cast Your Vote:
Submissions will be displayed anony-

mously in person at the library and on our 
website at agawamlibrary.org beginning 
Monday, April 17 at 9 a.m. The categories 
are: grades 1-4, grades 5-8, grades 9-12, and 
adults. Children’s poems will be displayed 
in the Children’s Room, teen poems will be 
displayed in the Teen Area, and adult po-
ems will be displayed on the round display 
shelf located near the New Fiction shelf. 
Voting will take place between Monday, 
April 17 at 9 a.m. and Saturday, April 29 at 
5 p.m., and may be done in person at the 
library or on our website. You are only al-
lowed one vote per category.

Each category will have a first place and 
second place winner. Winners will receive 
a $10 Barnes and Noble Gift card and book 
of all of the poems entered in the contest.

For any additional questions, please 
contact Library Associate, Charlie Pope 
at cpope@ agawamlibrary.org or call (413) 
789-1550 X8867. 
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St. Peter’s to host dinner-dance
AGAWAM – St. Peter’s will host a dinner 

dance from 5 p.m. to 12 midnight on April 
22 at the Springfield Sheraton Hotel locat-
ed at Monarch Place in downtown Spring-
field, MA.  Proceeds will benefit the church 
ministries.  Tickets are $55 each, $100 cou-
ple and kids $25. Included is your choice of 
one meal with not substitutions (rosemary 
and garlic chicken, roast prime rib au jus, 

New England baked scrod, vegetable napo-
leon) kids meal is chicken fingers.  Please 
RSVP by April 8, 2023 no tickets sold at the 
door.  Parking is validated.

The event will begin at 5 p.m. social 
hour, then 6 p.m. dinner, followed by 8 p.m.  
dancing/raffles. Tickets are available on 
Eventbrite.com or by calling 413-736-8567.

Catholic Women’s Club meeting
AGWAM – Celine Hamilton-Quill from 

the Ronald McDonald House in Spring-
field will be the speaker at the April 10 
meeting of the Catholic Women’s Club 
of Agawam. Refreshments will start the 
evening at 6:30 p.m., in the St. John the 
Evangelist parish center gymnasium, at 
833 Main St., Agawam. It will be followed 
by the club’s monthly business meeting. 

Celine will present a power point pro-
gram about the facility after the business 
meeting. Members are invited to bring 
travel-size female toiletries, baby books 
and soda tabs that evening to be donated 
to the home. Any Catholic woman resid-
ing in Agawam/Feeding Hills or member 
of one of the town’s Catholic parishes are 
welcome to attend this event. 

End of life 
seminar

AGAWAM – Join Colonial Foras-
tiere Funeral Home for a Lunch and 
Learn at the Agawam Senior Center, 
located at 954 Main Street on Friday, 
April 14 at 12 noon. Colonial Forastiere 
will provide a delicious lunch for you 
while you take part in their informa-
tive seminar., “To Bury Or To Cremate? 
That Is The Question.” 

Join Pre-Planning Director, Gary 
Szewczyk from Forastiere Smith Fu-
neral & Cremation for a free lunch as 
he answers one of the most frequently 
asked questions to come up during the 
pre-planning process. He will discuss 
the options that are available to you 
for burial, cremation, and both to help 
you make the best decisions for your-
self and your loved ones. Please regis-
ter by calling Kristina at 413-726-2836. 
You must register by Tuesday, April 11.
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Guest Column

A Palmer resident and bird photographer 
sent an email this week. He said there 
was a snow goose in Palmer and it was his 

first time seeing the bird in this area. He shared 
this photo he took of the snow goose.

Snow geese are about 29 inches long and are 
mostly white with black wing tips, which are 
prominent in flight. Immature snow geese are 
either light or dark gray with dark legs and bill. 

Snow geese winter along the Atlantic and Pa-
cific coast and summer in the tundra where they 
nest. They are highly colonial and winter in huge 
flocks, which can number in the tens of thou-

sands. The female snow goose lays three to five 
white eggs in a nest of grasses and down placed 
near the water. 

They dig up roots and tubers of aquatic plants 
and also feed on waste grain and tender shoots 
of grass. They make a high pitched honking.

Years ago, Ricky Adams in New Braintree 
called me to come see a flock of snow geese, 

which had landed in his field. It was a first time 
sighting for me and a thrill. Another Oakham 
resident was also there to see the geese.

Blue heron rookery
I received an email from a Hardwick resident. 

He said, “There is a great blue heron rookery at a 
beaver pond not far from my home in Hardwick. 
My wife and I often walk there. Last week my son 
and daughter in-law counted 20 blue herons.” He 
said there were approximately 13 heron nests 
and one osprey nest. They are keeping an eye out 
for the return of the osprey. 

Purple finch and more
An Oakham couple recently saw a purple 

finch at their feeder. They also have lots of gold-
finches and the males are sporting their spring 
yellow feathers.

Bears and more
I rsaid in a previous column about bears be-

ing out of hibernation and the loss of my suet 
feeder. An Oakham resident reported in an email 
he saw a bear crossing my road on two different 
occasions. He said, “I actually saw it twice. The 
first time was on Saturday, March 11 around 
7:15 p.m. crossing between your home and your 
daughters, heading into the woods across from 
your residences. The following evening, I saw it 
again at 8 p.m. crossing at the same spot head-
ing in the same direction. It wasn’t a big bear and 
I couldn’t tell if it was collared or not.” 

He also said he was at work Monday night 
during the recent heavy snowstorm. While 
walking outside he noticed a bird, slightly small-
er than a cardinal, flying under the light, then 
landing on the ground, then flying again. He was 
not sure what kind of bird it was, but it seemed 
confused by the bright, exterior lighting.

More blackbirds
I now have over a dozen red-winged black-

birds coming to my feeders. Since the bears are 
out of hibernation, I only put a small amount of 
seed out in the morning for the birds. I no longer 
have suet cakes hanging outside.

People may report a bird sighting or bird re-
lated experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, 
leaving a message at extension 100, emailing my-
backyard88@aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

For the last few days my dining room has 
been filled with a wonderful fragrance – 
Hyacinths in bloom.  

To me, at least, they are simply the “smell of 
Easter.”  Don’t worry, I didn’t forget about Easter 
Lilies- they smell great too.  

More on those beauties in a bit.
The hyacinths I speak of were purchased 

in the fall on clearance. I actually think I was 
out Christmas shopping when I spotted a bag 
marked 50% off.  

I paid around $3 for 10 bulbs. The bulbs 
looked and felt fine, no mold and not soft or 
dried out. Once I got them home, the mesh bag 
was placed in my mudroom where temperatures 
run about 50-55 degrees. There they sat for the 
longest time going through a chilling process.  

Sometime in early March I found the bag and 
potted five bulbs in individual 4” pots and the 
other half I placed in forcing glasses. Vases, real-
ly, the kind that are an hourglass shape, whereby 
all but the very bottom of the bulb stays dry.  

Roots are initiated where the bulb comes in 
contact with the water. I put the pots and vases 
back in the cool mudroom to give them a chance 
to root. 

Once roots form down the side of the vase 
(you can see them through the glass) and green 
begins to emerge from the top, it was time to 
share them with my friends so that they could 
watch the blossoms unfold.  

It took about 10 days once the bulbs were 
moved into the warm house for the flower stalks 
to emerge and for the individual flowers to open.  
And boy, when they do, you know it.  

As I mentioned, the fragrance is heavenly! 
I wish I would write dates down, so that I 

could time the flowers better, but with how busy 
life is I am happy they got planted at all, even if 
they are blooming a week before Easter!   

There is no guarantee that flowers forced in a 
vase can be replanted in the garden, but those in 
pots should be just fine planted the ground post-
bloom.  Be sure to “deadhead” the blooms and 
let the greens ripen before moving in the garden 
once the weather improves; remember, these 
plants have been coddled indoors and may not 
be able to withstand a frost.  

What nice lead into a conversation about our 
other favorite Easter flower – the Easter Lily, of 
course! 

Most people assume that it should be hauled 
off to the compost pile once it has finished 
blooming. On the contrary, it can become a reg-
ular feature of your perennial garden providing 
you give it the appropriate care.  

First, remove any spent flowers from the 
plant as you did with the hyacinth.  We all know 
that the process of “deadheading” redirects en-
ergy away from seed making and back to the 

bulb.  Leaves, however, are left in place until they 
have browned; as long as they are green they are 
photosynthesizing and helping the bulb grow 
stronger.  

A large, healthy bulb will give you the best 
chance of return.  

When the weather has warmed up, it’s time 
to plant your lily in the garden.  Sink the bulb 
about 3” below the soil surface- just about the 
depth that it was in the pot.  Don’t expect much 
out of it the first season or even next spring.  

Easter lily growers manipulate the plant to 
bloom much earlier than it would normally. 
Its natural bloom time is during the summer 
months.  

Hopefully, you will enjoy pure white blooms 
and a heady fragrance at the height of barbecue 
season! These same rules can be applied to those 
of you looking to rebloom colorful Asiatic or Ori-
ental lilies you received as Easter gifts as well.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Heavenly scents define two favorite Easter plants

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Snow Goose

Hyacinths
Easter Lilies
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Multiple events during vacation week for kids
AGAWAM – During the week of April 18 

to 21, the Agawam Senior Center will be of-
fering some kid-friendly programs during 
school vacation week. 

We would love to have your grandkids 
join us. We are going to have “kid friendly” 
lunch options too.

Please call Kristina to register for any 

of the following days. We look forward to 
making that special time with your grand-
children extra fun. 

April School Vacation is coming and 
you have the grandkids? 

Let us help you fill part of your day with 
some fun activities together. 

Ice Cream and Card Making
Tuesday, April 18, join us for a Free Ice 

Cream Social at 12:45 p.m. with Card Mak-
ing with Lauren to follow. Lunch this day is 
macaroni and cheese.

Ed the Wizard 
Wednesday, April 19, Ed the Wizard will 

be here to share his magic with everyone at 
1:30 p.m. Lunch is low sodium hot dogs.

Minions the Rise of Gru movie
Friday, April 20, we will be offering a kid 

friendly movie in the afternoon at 1 p.m. 
Minions the Rise of Gru. Lunch is Chicken 
Cordon Bleu.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Colas
7. Single-celled animals
13. The rear car of a 

train
14. Endangered
16. It cools your home
17. Helper
19. “The First State”
20. More aged
22. Partner to cheese
23. Type of wrap
25. From a distance
26. Satisfies
28. “Dallas Buyers’ 

Club” actor Jared
29. God of battle (Scan-

dinavian)
30. Cooking utensil
31. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
33. Able to perform
34. Big man on campus
36. Second epoch of the 

Tertiary period
38. Porticos

40. Alban and Peter are 
two

41. Gets up
43. Humble request for 

help
44. One-thousandth of 

an inch (abbr.)
45. Unhappy
47. Hint or indication
48. A way to plead
51. Digits
53. Broadway actress 

Daisy
55. Jewish calendar 

month
56. Author Gore __
58. Peacock network
59. White poplar
60. Promotional material
61. A period of calm
64. Take too much
65. Emit energy
67. Something you can 

take
69. Mended with yarn
70. Inconsistent

CLUES DOWN
1. Calm down
2. One quintillion bytes 

(abbr.)
3. One who pretends
4. Hang glide
5. Distinctive practice
6. Mariner
7. Peaks
8. Queens ballplayer
9. Geological times
10. Twofold
11. Atomic #13
12. Tranquillizing
13. Metric weight unit
15. Indicates
18. Unwanted rodent
21. Partly cooked with 

hot water
24. One who can be 

recommended
26. Resembles a bag 

or pouch
27. Midway between 

south and south-
east

30. Sets up for a photo
32. California white 

oak
35. More (Spanish)
37. After B
38. Decorated tea urn
39. Island
42. Car mechanics 

group
43. Wordplay joke
46. Cut a rug
47. Prickly plant
49. Speech in praise of 

a deceased person
50. European buzzard
52. Influential linguist
54. West African 

languages
55. Siskel’s partner
57. Skinny
59. Oblong pulpit
62. Consumed
63. Small, mischievous 

sprite
66. Powerful lawyer
68. Indicates position

 CENTER STREET AUTO PARTS OF CHICOPEE
We will pay you top dollar for your car 

AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

413-733-2778
$$$ Money on the Spot 

for All Vehicles
Save $$$ with 

Used Auto Parts
50%-70% Savings!651 Center St., Chicopee

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

Open for the season! 
EASTER PLANTS

LILIES | TULIPS | DAFFODILS

PANSIES | LETTUCE
CABBAGE | ONIONS

PERENNIALS | SEEDS

PERENNIALS  |  ROSES  |  CLEMATIS 
PANSIES  |  HERBS 

LETTUCE  |  CABBAGE  |  SEEDS
POTS AND SOILS

EASTER PLANTS

state come to Agawam to visit their loved 
ones and it is absolutely heartbreaking to 
hear that folks are unable to do that be-
cause of these limited hours,” said Velis, 
who is the Senate Chair of the Legislature’s 
Veterans and Federal Affairs Committee 
and a veteran himself. 

“Closing the gates at 4 p.m. means that 
people with 9-5 work schedules don’t even 
have time to visit on the weekdays,” Velis 
said. “The men and women who reside in 
the Agawam cemetery selflessly served 
and sacrificed for our nation. Their fami-
lies and friends should be provided every 
opportunity to visit them and pay their re-
spects.”

Velis did not go as far as to expect the 
cemetery to be open 24 hours a day, but 

did say 4 p.m. is too early versus a clos-
ing around 8 p.m. especially when it is a 
regional cemetery and visitors could be 
coming from all over the region to visit 
their loved ones.

Velis noted that as of March 1, the Ex-
ecutive Office of Veterans’ Services (EOVS) 
now has a new Secretariat and that he has 
already reached out to them to raise this 
issue.

According to Linnea Walsh, director of 
communications for the state Executive 
Office of Veterans’ Services, said the deci-
sion was made in last October to close the 
gates at 4 p.m. daily, due to its close prox-
imity to a major tourist attraction, staffing 
challenges, and concerns over ensuring 
the safety and security of the site.

The cemetery is less than a mile away 
from Six Flags New England.

a former state representative for Agawam, 
also has been seeking charter review.

“It’s something I wanted when I was 
elected as state rep, and it’s something I 
spoke of when I ran for city council,” San-
dlin, who is in her third term on the coun-
cil, said.

Calabrese said she and Housing Com-

mittee member Corinne Wingard have 
been seeking charter review for many years 
and she was pleased to hear so many coun-
cilors citing a need for charter review.

Johnson said there is a procedure that 
allows for a committee to be put together 
and for the charter to basically be re-writ-
ten. But that complete re-writing and re-
view of the entire charter is a lengthy pro-
cess that could take years of work.

A more simplistic charter change, like 
the one the council will seek for the elec-
tion process, has a three-step process.

“It first goes to the council for approv-
al,” Johnson said. “Then it goes to the state 
legislature for approval, and then it comes 
back for a ballot vote an election.”

The process is similar to that of home 
rule legislation that is used for a number of 
different items, like the attempt to change 

the mayor’s term from two to four years. 
That ballot question failed in the 2022 elec-
tion.

It is unclear when a full charter review 
could come in front the city council or how 
long it would take, but with several council-
ors speaking in favor of the need to review, 
it could finally come forward this year.

The entire city council is up for election 
this fall.

drawing numbers for ballot position for the 
elected offices, submitting the ballot for be-
ing printed, and getting the versions of the 
ballots back from the state.

Because of the time it takes to accom-
plish those things, there is just a small win-
dow to get mail ballots sent out and voters 
have only a short time to send them back 
to the town.

“The state and federal elections are al-
lowed to accept mail ballots up to three 
days after the election,” Gioscia said. “But 
that is not allowed for municipal elections. 
If I don’t have a mail ballot by the day of the 
election, the vote will not count.”

Gioscia and Johnson both suggested 
there should be eight weeks between the 
primary and general elections to make the 
early mail-in balloting easier.

There is not enough time to enact a 
charter change for this year, which is what 
swayed the majority of the council to vote 
for an opt-out this year.

The vote was displeasing to an over-
whelming majority of residents who spoke 
during the public hearing. Several more 
spoke in name only to oppose the opt-out.

Councilors Thomas Hendrickson, Rob-
ert Rossi, Gerald Smith, and Rosemary San-
dlin voted with their constituents, favoring 
having more options to vote.

Speakers at the hearing used terms like 
restricting or suppressing the ability to 

vote by not offering mail voting.
Henry Kozloski mentioned that mail-

in voting is being used in state and federal 
elections and voters should have the same 
ability at municipal elections, a point coun-
tered by Gioscia because of the short peri-
od of time between the primary and gener-
al elections in municipal years.

Two others who have been vocal about 
the issue were Corinne Wingard and Susan 
Grossberg, who referenced a “20%” increase 
in voter turnout from the 2019 municipal 
election to the 2021 municipal election.

The 20% number, however, is direct 
comparison of the two turnout numbers. 
The 5,500 voters who turned out in 2021 
was 20% more than the turnout in 2019. 
But the overall voter turnout was 19% in 

2019 and went up to only 24% in the 2021 
election. There are approximately 22,000 
voters in Agawam, Gioscia said. About 100 
mail ballots were part of that turnout in 
2021. Gioscia also projected the increase 
in voter turnout was due to the fact there 
was a contested race for the mayor’s seat. 
Sapelli was unopposed in 2019.

Gioscia pointed out absentee ballots 
are available for a variety of reasons, even 
as simple as an applicant who says they will 
not in Agawam on the day of the election. 
He encouraged residents to avail them-
selves of the absentee process. The clerk 
said he only turned away one application 
during his tenure, and that was only due to 
an individual who would not sign the ap-
plication.

CEMETERY   ❚   from page 1

REVIEW   ❚   from page 1

ELECTION   ❚   from page 1

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 11
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Mariachi band brings Mexican folk music
AGAWAM – Season 19 of the Agawam 

Cultural Council’s Applause Series contin-
ues on April 7 at the Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main Street, Agawam when Mexican 
Mariachi band Fiesta del Norte presents ¡Fi-
esta del Agawam! Showtime is 7 p.m.; doors 
open at 6:15 p.m. This performance will also 
be livestreamed on Agawam Comcast chan-
nels 1074 (HD) and 15 (SD).

Dressed in traditional sombreros and 
“charro” outfits, the Fiesta del Norte reper-
toire spans the Mariachis of Jalisco to the 
Nortenas of Chihuahua, to the harp music 
of  Vera Cruz, down to the Marimba music 
of Chiapas.  Played on authentic instru-
ments such as guitar, vihuela, guitarron, 
violin, trumpet, and with beautiful singing 
throughout, the musical numbers are inter-
spersed with song translations, storytelling 

and cultural insights.
Fiesta del Norte is a Hartford-based en-

semble that has serenaded New England 
audiences at major festivals, First Nights, 
colleges, schools, libraries, town greens, and 
senior centers since 1986.

The hallmark of every Fiesta del Norte 
concert is the wonderful audience partici-
pation that takes place, with singing, danc-
ing, hand-clapping, maraca-shaking, and 
the joyful calls or “gritos” heard with every 
song.  All cultures and age groups are wel-
come — put on your sombreros and cele-
brate Mexico with Fiesta del Norte!

Production sponsor of ¡Fiesta del Aga-
wam! is People’s United Bank. The Agawam 
Cultural Council would also like to thank 
bankESB, Elaine Carlson, E. Cecchi Farms, 
OMG, Inc., PeoplesBank, Howie and Mary 

Jo Safford, Anthony Suffriti, TD Bank, West-
field Bank, and the Westfield Cultural Coun-
cil for their generous support as Applause 
Series season sponsors.

This concert is free and open to the pub-
lic. Please consider calling (413) 821-0604 to 
let us know you’ll be attending.

For more information on the activities 
and virtual offerings of the Agawam Cul-
tural Council, please visit their web site, 
www.agawamcc.org. The Agawam Cultural 
Council is an all-volunteer local partner of 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency, and is funded, in part, by the MCC. 
The ACC is charged with bringing engaging, 
entertaining, and educational events and 
opportunities in the arts, humanities, and 
sciences, to children and adults from Aga-
wam and the surrounding communities.

Traveling rehab advice program
AGAWAM – Have you ever fallen and 

ended up in the hospital needing in-pa-
tient rehabilitation before returning 
home and are unsure where to go? Have 
you ever needed a short stay while your 
caregiver is going away on Vacation? Or 
are you in need of more care than what 
can be provided at home?

If you answered yes to any of these 
questions or would like more informa-
tion please join us Wednesday, April 12 
for a presentation on planning for Reha-
bilitation, Respite, and Long Term Care 

planning with Hailey Lyne, Admissions 
Director for Genesis Healthcare. Pastries 
and Donuts will be provided.

The main topics that will be covered 
are:

• Short Term-Rehabilitation Care
• Respite Services
• Long Term Care
In-patient Skilled Nursing Care plan-

ning can be confusing and time consum-
ing, so let me help you get the jump start 
on it. Please call Kristina at 413-726-2836 
to register.

Vet’s council seeking 
new members, volunteers

AGAWAM – The Agawam Veteran’s 
Council is looking for active, auxiliary and 
volunteer members:

Anyone interested in serving on the 
Council must:

• Be an Honorably Discharged Veteran 
from the Armed Forces.

• Be a resident of Agawam.
Anyone interested in becoming an Aux-

iliary Council Member: 
• Honorably Discharge Veteran 
• Would be a non-voting member
Anyone interested in volunteering:
• Need not be a veteran
• Volunteer your time for the following 

events:

Flagging placement, Memorial Day 
Parade, summer concerts, Veteran’s Day 
events, cleanup projects throughout the 
town etc.

Please send a letter of intent for any po-
sition to:

VSO, Christopher Lanski
681 Springfield Street, Suite 2
Feeding Hills, MA 01030
The mission of the Agawam Veteran’s 

Council is to work together in the best in-
terest of and for the welfare of the Veterans 
of the Town of Agawam. We organize and 
implement Memorial Day and Veteran’s 
Day activities in the town and assist in oth-
er patriotic events throughout the year.

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

SALE DATES: 3/30/23-4/5/23

BUY DIRECT
& SAVE $$$

USDA INSP. 

$888
lb

WHOLE PEELED 
BEEF TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HICKORY SMOKED 
DAISYFIELD 
SEMI-BONELESS 
HAM ..........................99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COOKS 
BUTT or SHANK 
PORTION HAM ..........99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HALF SPIRAL HAM ...$129
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

HARDWOOD SMOKED 
SKINLESS & 
SHANKLESS 
WHOLE HAM .............$233

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

SMOKED
KAYEM BUDABALL 
WHOLE PIT HAM .......$349

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE HAM
(PORK LEG) ...............$179

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST ..........$555

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE
CHICKEN ................... 99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK .49¢

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KINGFISH STEAKS
(with HEAD or TAIL) .$499

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TALAPIA 
FILLETS..................... $399

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

26/30 COUNT
RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG .$1299

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

$555
lb

AMERICAN 
WHOLE LEG OF LAMB

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

$499
lb

SMOKED BLUE SEAL 
EASTER KIELBASA

(Local from Chicopee)

USDA INSP. 
BONELESS

$349
lb

HOLIDAY PORK ROAST
Stuffed with Ham, Cheese, 
Peppers & Topped w/Bacon

CUT 
FREE

WITH THIS AD.  EXP. 4/30/23

Haircut
SAVE

$2 OFF

Perm 
or Color

SAVE

  $5 OFF
W/COUPON W/COUPON

O
R

MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

ALL HAIRCUTS $18
(Free wash with every haircut)

HIGHLIGHTS/COLOR $45
PERMS $60
NAILS $10+

Tuesday Senior Discount $15

WALK-INS WELCOME

   ANGELA’S   ANGELA’S
HAIR SALONHAIR SALON

778 Springfield Street, Agawam
413-786-6988

HAPPY EASTER!

Tues. Fri. $5 eyebrow wax after 5 pm

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser

Come for paint, sweets social
AGAWAM – On Thursday, April 20, join 

the Agawam Senior Center for a fun Paint 
and Sweets Class at 1:30 p.m. Lunch this 
day is Spaghetti and Meatballs. Bring your 
grandchildren to the Senior Center for this 
kid friendly instructional painting class.

Cost per person is $20. Call Kristina 
at (413) 726-2836 to Register. We will be 
painting an adorable Spring Gnome.

The Agawam Cultural Council’s Applause Series 
continues its 19th season with a program of 
traditional Mexican folk music on April 7. Fiesta del 
Norte will present ¡Fiesta del Agawam! at 7 p.m. 
at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main Street, 
Agawam. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Subscribe to Agawam Advertiser News: 
www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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Brownies fall in season opener

Ezekiel NGuessan reaches back to keep this ball in play. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Nicholas Uschmann tries to make a block.
Eric Nazarets goes straight up for a 
set.Daniel Yovenko sets from the back line.

Brayden Federico makes a run 
toward a teammate.

Jaden Holloway looks to make a run at 
the goal.

Brayden Federico passes away.
PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
High School boys lacrosse team 
beat the rain last Friday after-
noon, taking on Westfield in the 
season opener for both teams. 

Westfield jumped out to a lead 
early, improving to a 7-4 lead at 
halftime. 

Agawam threatened to 
change the momentum early 

in the second half, but a turn-
over led to a goal for Westfield, 
and eventually a 16-7 win. Aga-
wam travels to Northampton on 
Thursday, April 6.

Dennis Nesen serves to start off a 
play.

Boys 
volleyball 
scores 
opening 
sweep

AGAWAM – Last Thursday 
afternoon, Agawam High School 
boys volleyball started out their 
regular season with a 3-0 sweep of 
Putnam Vocational. The Brown-
ies are off to another good start 
as they continue a successful 
program. The Brownies next face 
Chicopee Comprehensive on Fri-
day, April 7.

Benjamin Tokarev goes vertical for the 
spike.

Liam Grealis emerges from a faceoff with the ball.

Casey Thomas sends a pass away ahead of pressure.
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SportsSports
Locals among Bessone award winners

WEST SPRINGFIELD – The annu-
al awards honoring high school hockey 
players in Western Massachusetts were 
announced today by the Amo Bessone 
Awards Committee, which will present the 
awards during an April 13 reception at 6 
p.m. at the Dante Club in West Springfield. 
Each of the eleven major Bessone awards 
include a $500 scholarship.

Senior forwards Josh Iby of the Pope 
Francis Preparatory School and David 
Noel of Minnechaug Regional High School 
will receive Amo Bessone Awards, present-
ed to this season’s overall most valuable 
players. 

Sam Cocchi, a senior forward at Ludlow 
High School, will receive the Kevin J. Major 
Award, which recognizes the most valu-
able player in the Fay/Wright Divisions. 

Senior goalie Joshua Bordeaux of Green-
field High School will receive the Bruce 
Landon Award for goaltending excellence 
this year, while senior forward Ben Corbin 
of Ludlow High School will receive the 
Gene Grazia Award, which recognizes the 
season’s outstanding offensive player.

Agawam High School’s senior defen-
seman Ryan Maloney will receive the Rob 
Murray Award, which recognizes a player 
with a high level of leadership, physical 
play and dedication. Longmeadow senior 
forward Joe Mikaelian will receive the Har-
old Passerini Award for outstanding athlet-
ic, academic and community achievement. 

Co-winners of the committee’s Joe Buc-
cholz “Coach of the Year” Award for this 
season are Derek Chandonnet of Belcher-
town High School and Paul Rivest of Lud-

low High School.
Recipients of this year’s Aldo Altobelli 

Rookie of the Year Awards are Dom Fioren-
tino of Minnechaug Regional High School, 
Sean Kefalas of Ludlow High School, Jack 
Laurie of Greenfield High School and Felix 
Goeckel of the Pope Francis girls’ team.

Families and friends of award recipi-
ents are welcome to attend the reception 
and presentation of awards on April 13. 
Award recipients may contact the Bessone 
Committee’s Dave Tuohey at david2e@
comcast.net for additional information.

The Bessone awards are the legacy of 
Amo “Betts” Bessone, who grew up in West 
Springfield and gained national recogni-
tion as NCAA Division I Coach of the Year 
when his Michigan State hockey team won 
the national championship in 1966. Bes-

sone coached Michigan State for 28 years 
and recruited many players from Western 
Massachusetts, including Aldo Altobel-
li, Henry Campanini, Harold Passerini, 
Ken Mattoon and Gene Grazia, who was 
a member of the 1960 USA Olympic Gold 
Medal team.

In 1967, local friends of Bessone estab-
lished the Bessone Award, which started 
with a single award but has grown with 
assistance from the Exposition Area Alum-
ni Scholarship Fund, the Dante Club and 
a growing list of business and individual 
sponsors. Awards presented by the com-
mittee recognize several of Bessone’s play-
ers as well as the region’s hockey legends, 
including Eddie Shore, Bruce Landon, Joe 
Buchholz, Rob Murray, Billy Ryan and Ka-
sey Bellamy.

Registration open for 
2023 Summer Bay State Games

WOBURN – Registration for the 41st an-
nual Bay State Summer Games is now open. 
The 2023 Summer Games will include thir-
ty sports with competitions from June 3 to 
July 29 at venues throughout eastern and 
central Massachusetts including Game 
On in Fitchburg, Boston Sports Institute 
in Wellesley, Union Point Sports Complex 
in Weymouth, and New England Sports 
Center in Marlborough. Bay State Games 
participants range in age from 5 to over age 
75 and represent more than 300 Massachu-
setts communities as well as surrounding 
New England States in some sports. From 
grassroots participants to accomplished 
amateur athletes, the Bay State Games 
provide opportunities for the athlete in all 
of us.

Eight high school showcase sports will 
take place for a variety of sports, including 
baseball, basketball, field hockey, ice hock-
ey, lacrosse, soccer, softball, and volleyball. 
Athletes currently in grade 8-11 who live or 
go to school in Massachusetts are eligible to 
attend regional tryouts during the month 
of June. These tryouts will determine teams 
representing the various regions of the 
Commonwealth that will compete against 
each other in July. Check each sport page 
for specific eligibility requirements.

The Summer Games include a wide va-
riety of individual sports including swim-
ming, track & field, figure skating, pick-
leball, wrestling, weightlifting, archery, 
judo, badminton, and more. These sports 
are open to a wide range of ages and skill 
levels from youth participants to mas-
ters-aged athletes. Adaptive sport divisions 
in archery, swimming, and track & field are 

offered, as well. Bay State Games also orga-
nizes tournaments for pre-existing teams 
in girls lacrosse, rugby, and 6v6 field hock-
ey.

The 2023 Summer Games will feature 
Game On in Fitchburg as the host venue 
for 8 sports. Bay State Games expects 1,500 
athletes and their families to attend com-
petitions at Game On during the second 
week of July. “We are excited to expand the 
roster of sports being held at Game On this 
year,” said Kevin Cummings, Executive Di-
rector of the Bay State Games. “This state-
of-the-art facility allows us to enhance the 
athlete and spectator experience and pro-
vide a true Olympic-style multi-sport at-
mosphere for our participants.”

An additional feature in 2023 is that in 
over a dozen sports, athletes who win a 
gold, silver, or bronze medal at the 2023 
Bay State Games will qualify to partici-
pate in the 2024 State Games of America in 
San Diego, California. The State Games of 
America feature more than 8,000 athletes 
from over 30 different state games pro-
grams nationwide. To see the list of qual-
ifying sports, please visit www.stategame-
sofamerica.com.

In addition to sports programming, Bay 
State Games offer college scholarships, a 
sportsmanship initiative, college intern-
ship opportunities, and a High School Am-
bassador program.

For more information on all sports in 
the 2023 Summer Games, links to online 
registration, and information on other pro-
grams, go to www.baystategames.org.

For questions, email  info@baystate-
games.org or call 781-932-6555.

Worcester Railers fall 
against Adirondack Thunder

WORCESTER – Not next year, proba-
bly, but somewhere down the road Railers 
fans will turn on their TVs to see an ep-
isode of History’s Mysteries investigating 
why their team can’t beat the Adirondack 
Thunder.

This strange turn of events in the play-
off drive added another chapter Saturday 
night at the DCU center with the Thunder 
beating Worcester, 3-1, even though the 
home team had a 33-22 edge in shots on 
goal.

The outcome disappointed an enthusi-
astic crowd of 5,681 on Military Night. It 
was the sixth largest crowd of the season.

Adirondack has taken 9 of a possible 
10 points in the last five games between 
the teams. Worcester still has a one point 
lead in the North Division playoff race but 
the Thunder has two games in hand. The 
Railers have four games left, three against 
Adirondack, so they are hardly out of the 
race but they have to find a way to score.

How do they do that?
“Shoot the puck,” coach Jordan Smoth-

erman said. “When we’re in scoring areas 
we don’t shoot the puck.”

That was really evident in this defeat. 
If Railers forwards did not make the ex-
tra pass when they were in scoring areas, 
they made one too many moves with the 
puck trying to get even closer.

Worcester’s shots on goal margin in-
cluded a 22-3 margin in the second pe-
riod when there were times it seemed as 
though the Railers were playing with a 
two-man advantage.

The outcome might have been differ-
ent if Worcester had played a better first 

period. The Thunder scored twice to take 
2-0 lead as Sebastian Vidmar registered 
a power play goal at 5:04, then Matt Jen-
nings converted a breakaway at 18:55, 
beating Henrik Tikkanen with a back-
hander.

The Railers only goal came in that sec-
ond period. It was also on a power play 
as Nolan Vesey snapped a 14-game goal 
drought at 12:44 by firing a 20-footer past 
Thunder goaltender Isaac Poulter, who 
was great.

The final Adirondack goal was an emp-
ty netter by Travis Broughman with 10 
seconds left in the third period.

A word about Thunder goaltending in 
general.

Aside from Friday night when Adiron-
dack used two rookie goaltenders in the 
Railers’ 5-4 overtime victory, Poulter and 
Jake Theut have combined to stop 121 of 
125 Worcester shots in their team’s four 
recent triumphs.

Even though they are still mathemat-
ically in fourth place, the Railers’ hold on 
a playoff berth is tenuous. The Thunder is 
playing almost perfect hockey; they have 
earned at least one point in 11 straight 
games.

Worcester’s road to the playoffs is a 
bumpy one, but the way the Railers need 
to play is not complicated.

“You can’t play just 40 minutes of 
hockey,” Smotherman said. “We show it 
for glimpses of time, and it’s on the lead-
ership in that (dressing) room. You have 
to coach everybody up, bring guys togeth-
er.”

And take the shot, not make the pass.

Bonsignore takes fourth at Richmond Raceway
RICHMOND, VA – Justin Bonsignore 

scored his second consecutive top-five fin-
ish in the NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
season on Saturday, April 1 at Richmond 
Raceway. Driving in the Virginia is for Rac-
ing Lovers 150, Bonsignore started from 
the outside of the front row after qualifying 
there on Friday, March 31. Following quali-
fying, rain fell at Richmond, and postponed 
the race to Saturday – following the conclu-
sion of the NASCAR Xfinity Series 250.

Early in the 150-lap race, Bonsignore 
was running inside the top few rows when 
crew chief Ryan Stone made the decision 
to head down pit road for a few fresh Hoo-
sier tires. Bonsignore raced back up to 13th 
in the field prior to the next caution, then 
stayed out when many others pitted, and 
rocketed to the lead quickly for a few laps. 
After being passed for the lead, he fell to the 
bottom of the top-10 before the next cau-
tion, then made his charge back to the front 
at the end.

Bonsignore passed Doug Coby for sec-
ond late – and crossed the line fourth at the 
finish – after a tough battle with J.B. Fortin 

and Max McLaughlin over the final laps. 
The Holtsville, New York native and his Ken-
neth Massa Motorsports team had Coastal 
Fiber LLC on the car for the Richmond race.

“All in all, it was a good day,” Bonsigno-
re said. “The guys you need to beat for the 
points, we feel like we beat today. Austin 
Beers (race winner) has been on point in the 
first few races as well. We came away with a 
good finish in a tough battle there in the last 
laps. The two guys we were racing were just 
a little bit better on the last lap. It was a lot 
of work for our team with two days here in 
Richmond – but we’re going to go home and 
start working for the next one.”

Justin Bonsignore will return to the track 
on Saturday, May 6, for the third race of the 
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour season – 
the Duel at the Dog 200 – at Monadnock 
Speedway Fans can find more information 
on that event at JDVProductions.com and 
more information on the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour at NASCAR.com. For more 
information on Justin and his team, visit 
JustinBonsignore.com and follow Justin’s 
Athlete page on Facebook.

Justin Bonsignore places fourth in an early-season race on Saturday, April 1 in Richmond, VA.
SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Springfield Thunderbirds win 6-5, sweep Charlotte Checkers
CHARLOTTE, N.C.  -   The Springfield 

Thunderbirds (36-23-2-5, 79  points) sur-
vived a roller-coaster game against the 
Charlotte Checkers  (35-23-5-3, 78 points) 
and propelled themselves into solo posses-
sion of third place in the Atlantic Division 
with a heartstopping 6-5 overtime victory 
on Saturday night at Bojangles’ Coliseum. 

The first period proved to be one of 
the most chaotic 20-minute frames in re-
cent memory, as the two clubs combined 
for more offensive output than the entire 
game on Friday. It took Springfield only 39 
seconds to take the first lead of the night, 
as Martin Frk located a loose puck in his 
feet in the goal crease off a centering feed 
by Matthew Peca. Frk shuffled it home 
past J-F Berube for his 30th goal of the sea-
son, equaling the T-Birds’ single-season 
goal-scoring record. 

The early lead would evaporate quick-
ly, though, as Zac Dalpe scooped up a re-
bound near Vadim Zherenko and pounded 
home his 200th career AHL goal, evening 
the score, 1-1, at 4:45. 

As would become a theme in the peri-
od, the fans would not have to wait long for 
more offense, as Keean Washkurak spun a 
shot from the slot through Berube’s arm at 
5:08 to restore the T-Birds lead, 2-1. 

Just over five more minutes later, op-
erating on their first power play the night, 
the Checkers tied it again on a right-circle 
wrist shot by Aleksi Heponiemi at 10:16, 
making it a 2-2 game.

Once again, though, there was a rebut-
tal, as Springfield used its first power play 
to get right back in front, with Scott Pe-
runovich turning into the shooter, beating 
Berube over the glove at 12:33 for his sec-
ond of the season, making it 3-2. 

Berube’s night would come to an ear-
ly and unceremonious end just 1:04 later 
when Nikita Alexandrov got his second 
point of the period, beating the veteran 
goalie off the inside of the far post at 13:37, 
making the T-Birds lead 4-2.

However, Charlotte continued to push 
the issue, and Matt Kiersted blasted a shot 
through Zherenko at 18:04 off a set play on 

a face-off, and the Checkers cut the deficit 
down to 4-3 heading into the intermission 
break following a seven-goal period on 22 
combined shots by the two clubs. 

Thunderbirds head coach Drew Ban-
nister elected to insert Joel Hofer into the 
game at the start of period two, and his 
team responded by outshooting Charlotte 
17-7 in the middle frame while also gener-
ating the only goal of the second at 2:22. 
Frk stopped just inside the zone on the left 
side, allowing Peca to join the attack, and 
the centerman beat newcomer Evan Fitz-
patrick high to the stick side to make it a 
5-3 game. 

After Peca’s goal, though, Fitzpatrick 
did his part to keep Charlotte close, de-
nying 16 shots in the second period alone 
in his first AHL action since December of 
2021. 

Down 5-3 going into the third, the 
Checkers turned the game on its head, 
outshooting Springfield 13-4 in the final 
period and using their power play to storm 
back. First, Dalpe got his second goal of the 

night and 20th of the season, as he lifted 
a rebound over Hofer’s glove at 1:11 of the 
third to make it 5-4.

The Thunderbirds spent much of the 
final period in their own zone, and it fi-
nally hurt them with just 2:54 to play, as 
the Checkers tied the score with their 
third power-play marker of the night. Ger-
ry Mayhew found his way to the side of 
Hofer’s net and was able to stuff a loose 
puck in through the Springfield netminder 
to tie the score, 5-5.

For a second straight night, extra time 
was needed, but not before the T-Birds had 
to survive the final 1:35 of regulation while 
shorthanded once again. After killing the 
remaining 25 seconds of power play time 
for Charlotte to begin overtime, play car-
ried on at 4-on-4. With no real numbers 
advantage, Alexandrov found his way into 
the slot area and took a wrist shot that 
fortuitously ricocheted off a defenseman’s 
stick and flailed past a stunned Fitzpatrick 
to give the T-Birds the win at 3:26 of the ex-
tra frame.

Public NoticesPublic Notices
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given 
by Langonet Towing pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c.255, Section 39A, that on 
April 17, 2023 at 63 Ramah 
Cir S, Agawam the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy the 
garagekeeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
and expenses of notices and 
sale of said vehicle.
2004 Honda Civic
VIN:1HGEM22904L082285
Miguel Burgos
860 Meadow Street
Chicopee, MA 01013
03/30, 04/06,04/13/2023

AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
LEGAL AD

The Agawam Conser-
vation Commission will meet 
on Thursday, April 13, 2023 
at 6:00PM at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose 
of this meeting will be to hear 
the Request for Determination 
of Applicability of Sawyer, 
for construction of a 15’ x 30’ 
shed on concrete slab on prop-
erty at 292 S. West Street.

By Order of Henry A. 
Kozloski, Chairman

AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
04/06/2023

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE OF

 REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale con-
tained in a certain mortgage 
given by Robert J. Bartnik to 
Bank of America, N.A., dated 
September 18, 2009, record-
ed with Hampden Registry 
of Deeds in Book 17996, 
Page 307; which mortgage 
was assigned to Champion 
Mortgage Company by 
Assignment dated September 
18, 2012, recorded in Book 
19452, Page 591; further 
assigned to Bank of America, 
N.A. by Assignment dated 
February 4, 2016, recorded 
in Book 21063, Page 374; 
further assigned to Secretary 
of  Housing and Urban 
Development by Assignment 
dated April 21, 2016, record-
ed in Book 21187, Page 45; 
further assigned to Home 
Preservation Partnership, 
LLC by Assignment dated 
September 26, 2022, record-
ed in Book 24780, Page 

112; and further assigned to 
Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, as Owner 
Trustee of the Residential 
Credit Opportunities Trust 
VI-B by Assignment of 
Mortgage dated September 
29, 2022, recorded in Book 
24780, Page 115, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is 
the present holder, for breach 
of the conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will 
be sold at Public Auction at 
11:00 a.m. on the 8th day of 
May 2023 at the mortgaged 
premises described below, 
being known as 63 Coronet 
Circle, Agawam, MA all 
and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 

Certain real estate situ-
ated in Agawam, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts being 
known and described as Lot 
#17 as shown on a Plan of 
Lots recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
Book of Plans 77, Page 47, 
to which plan reference is 
hereby made for a particular 
description.

Subject to restrictions of 
record. 

Subject  to  r ights  of 
American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company dated 
July 6, 1922, and recorded in 
said Registry in Book 1141, 
Page 489, if applicable. 

Subject  to  r ights  of 
Western  Massachuse t t s 
Electric Company and New 
England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, dated 
January 27, 1959, and record-
ed in said Registry in Book 
2657, Page 141.

Together with rights in 
common with others lawfully 
entitled thereto to use Coronet 
Circle for all purposes of a 
public way.  

The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to postpone the 
sale to a later date by pub-
lic proclamation at the time 
and date appointed for the 
sale and to further postpone 
at any adjourned sale date by 
public proclamation at the 
time and date appointed for 
the adjourned sale date.  The 
Mortgagee further reserves 
the right to open the bidding 
at the time, date and place 
appointed for sale, and if no 
bids are received, or the bids 
received are deemed unac-
ceptable to Mortgagee, to 
postpone the sale to a later 
date by public proclamation.

Said premises will be sold 
subject to and with the benefit 
of all restrictions, easements, 
improvements, outstanding 
tax titles, mortgages, liens, 
rights of tenants and parties 
in possession, unpaid taxes, 
municipal liens and other 
public taxes, assessments or 
liens, having priority over the 
mortgage described herein, if 
any.

In the event that the suc-
cessful bidder at the fore-
closure sale shall default 
in purchasing the within 
described property according 
to the terms of this Notice of 
Sale and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale execut-
ed at the time of the foreclo-
sure, the Mortgagee reserves 
the right to sell the property 
by Foreclosure Deed to the 
second highest bidder pro-
vided that the second high-
est bidder shall deposit with 
Mortgagee’s attorneys the 
amount of the required depos-
it as set forth herein within 
three (3) business days after 
written notice of default of the 
previous highest bidder and 
title shall be conveyed to said 
second highest bidder within 
twenty (20) days of said writ-
ten notice.

TERMS OF SALE:  
Ten  Thousand  Dol la r s 
($10,000.00) will be required 
to bid and be paid in cash or 
by certified check at the time 
and place of sale as earnest 
money.  The balance is to be 
paid in cash or by certified 
check within thirty (30) days 
of the date of the sale at the 
offices of Murphy & Lupan, 
P.A., 5 Commonwealth Road, 
Natick, Massachusetts 01760.  
The description of the premis-
es contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of 
any typographical error in this 
publication. 

Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the time and 
place of sale.

W I L M I N G T O N 
SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,

F S B ,  A S  O W N E R 
T R U S T E E  O F  T H E 
RESIDENTIAL CREDIT 
OPPORTUNITIES TRUST 
VI-B

Present holder of said 
mortgage,

By its attorney,
Michael J. Murphy
Murphy & Lupan, P.A.
5 Commonwealth Road
Natick, MA  01760
Tel:  (508) 650-9252

04/06, 04/13, 04/20/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD18P1891PM

In the matter of: 
Joseph P Iellamo
 of Agawam, MA

Protected Person/Disabled 
Person/Respondent 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 

CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, you are hereby notified 
pursuant to Rule 72 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court, that 
the Conservator’s First and 
Final account(s) of Jonathan 
J Davey of Quincy, MA as 
Conservator of the proper-
ty of said Respondent has or 
have been presented to the 
Court for allowance.

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this court on 
or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 05/01/2023. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s).

Additionally, within thir-
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a writ-
ten affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a copy 
shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court.

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis-
tered or certified mail, a writ-
ten request to receive a copy 
of the account(s) at no cost 
to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 

to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: March 27, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/06/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

by Langonet Towing pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c.255, Section 39A, that on 
April 10, 2023 at 63 Ramah 
Cir S, Agawam the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy the 
garagekeeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
and expenses of notices and 
sale of said vehicle.
2004 Chevy Impala
VIN: 2G1WF52EX49110024
Patrick Sheehan
144 Autumn Street
Agawam, MA 01001
03/23, 03/30, 04/06/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD20P0483PM

In the matter of: 
Mary E Stoddard
 of Agawam, MA

Protected Person/Disabled 
Person/Respondent 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 

CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, you are hereby noti-
fied pursuant to Rule 72 of 
the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court,  that the Second 
account(s) of Mary P Powers 
of West Springfield, MA as 
Conservator of the property of 
said Respondent has or have 
been presented to the Court 
for allowance.

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objec-

tion at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 04/28/2023. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which 
you have to object to the 
account(s). If you fail to file 
the written appearance and 
objection by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you, including the allow-
ance of the account(s). 

Additionally, within thir-
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a written 
affidavit of objections stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
upon which each objection 
is based and a copy shall be 
served upon the Conservator 
pursuant to Rule 3 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court. 

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis-
tered or certified mall, a writ-
ten request to receive a copy 
of the Petition and account(s) 
at no cost to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: March 24, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/06/2023

SportsSports

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

MORE PUBLIC NOTICES ON PAGE 11
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

TAG SALE
APRIL 14 9:00-4:00, APRIL 15 
9:00-3:00 HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 
FURNITURE AND MORE, 4 IN-
WOOD DRIVE, WILBRAHAM 
,MA

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

WE BUY HOUSES!!! Any condition.  
Easy and fast closing terms.  Mill Road 
Properties (413)530-1299 Jim

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates,
accumulations, junk, estates,
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services.

10% disc. with this ad off services.
Dumpster Rentals available for rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs BBB approved Vinyl 
Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 
Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Spring clean-up and lawn repair
Weekly mowing and yard maintenance
Landscape installation and restoration
Shrub trimming, pruning, and mulching

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING 
Residential and Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing,
lawn repair, fertilizing, mulch, stone, 

hedge trimming, planting.
Free estimates, 

Fully licensed and insured.
You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

MASONRY
C&J MASONRY 

Chimney repair & rebuild 
 Retaining walls, steps, patios,
pool surrounds, waterproofing, 

 pressure washing, foundation repair. 
Call (413) 222-5542

visit  cjmasonryhardscape.com

FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA
Call 978 257 8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior and exterior, res-
idential,commercial and new construc-
tion, wallpaper removal, sheetrock and 
plaster repairs. Quality products. Since 
1985. Free estimates. Fully Insured.  
Call Brad at 413-887-1987.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413)344-
6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING 
We use brushes and state of the art 
equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways. 
Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CDL TRUCK DRIVER FOR 
SMALL PAVING COMPANY 
MUST HAVE DUMP TRUCK EXPE-
RIENCE, PAVING AND ASPHALT 
KNOWLEDGE HELPFUL. CALL PE-
TER (413) 533-9635

WANTED A PART TIME 
DRIVER FOR A LADY IN 
PALMER $15/HOUR PLEASE 
CALL (413)283-2508 

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Classified 
Advertising

DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

TAX SERVICES

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20232023

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD23P0604GD

In the matter of: 
James Tibbetts

Of: Agawam, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been 
filed by David Milewski  
of North Adams, MA in 
the above captioned matter 
alleging that James Tibbetts 
is in need of a Guardian 
and requesting that Robin 
Therrien of Holyoke, MA 
(or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
AM on the return date of 
04/20/2023. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 

date, action may be taken in 
this matter without-further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: March 23, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/06/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD19P0406PM

In the matter of: 
Sylvia Timothy

 of Springfield, MA
Protected Person/Disabled 

Person/Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 

ACCOUNT 
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested per-
sons, you are hereby noti-
fied pursuant to Rule 72 of 
the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court, that the Temporary 
Conservator’s first and final 
account(s) of  Jewish Family 

Service of Springfield, MA as 
Conservator of the property of 
said Respondent has or have 
been presented to the Court 
for allowance.

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objec-
tion at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 04/28/2023. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which 
you have to object to the 
account(s). If you fail to file 
the written appearance and 
objection by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you, including the allow-
ance of the account(s). 

Additionally, within thir-
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a written 
affidavit of objections stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
upon which each objection 
is based and a copy shall be 
served upon the Conservator 
pursuant to Rule 3 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court. 

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis-
tered or certified mail, a writ-
ten request to receive a copy 
of the Petition and account(s) 
at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara 

M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: March 27, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/06/2023

TOWN OF AGAWAM
Tuckahoe Farm Master 

Plan Improvements Project
Town of Agawam, MA 

(Owner) invites sealed Bids 
for Tuckahoe Farm Master 
Plan Improvements for instal-
lation of access road, parking 
lots, walking trails, improve-
ments to existing boat launch, 
rehab of low-hazard dam, 
installation of stormwater 
treatment systems, construc-
tion of stream crossings, and 
wetland/riverfront replication 
and restoration. Substantial 
Completion:  12/29/23.  Final 
Completion:  6/28/24.

Bidding is per MGL 
Chapter 30 s39M. Prevailing 
wage rates per MGL c149 s26 
to 27D inclusive issued by 
Dept. of Labor Standards.

R e q u e s t  e l e c t r o n i c 
Bidding Documents (no 
cost): 04/05/23 at 12:00 p.m. 
by email to MunicipalBids@
woodardcurran.com  with 
complete contact information 
& subject line Tuckahoe Farm 
Master Plan Improvements.  
Official Bidding Documents 
will be available once regis-
tered. Documents from third 
parties are not considered 
official Bidding Documents.

 MANDATORY pre-
Bid conference: 11:00 
a.m. local time on 4/12/23 
at Department of Public 
Works conference room, 
located at 1000 Suffield 
Street, Agawam, MA.

Receipt of Bids: 11:00 
a.m. 04/26/23.  Submit to: 
Town of Agawam, 1000 
Suffield Street, Agawam, 
MA 01001, Attn:  Jennifer 
Bonfiglio Chief Procurement 
Officer with Bid security at 
5% of total Bid.

Also published on www.

commbuys.com & on the 
MNPA website at http://mass
publicnotices.org. 
04/06/2023

Legal Notice of Private Sale
Notice is hereby given by  

USA Towing, 71 Garden St., 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030, 
sale of a motor vehicle pursu-
ant to the provisins of M.G.L. 
C. 255, Section 39A, that on 
04/10/2023 at 8:00 a.m., at 
USA Towing, said motor vehi-
cle will be sold at a private 
sale to satisfy the garage keep-
er’s lien for towing, storage 
and costs of sale. 

2012 Chrysler  Town & 
Country
VIN: 2C4RC1BG6CR133354
Plate #: KBL776 - VT
Last known reg. owner:
Timothy Susee
212 Pleasant St.
Bennington, VT 05201
03/23, 03/30, 04/06/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING

AGAWAM 
CITY COUNCIL

T h e  A g a w a m  C i t y 
Council will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Tuesday, 
April 18, 2023 at 7:00 
P.M. in Veterans Hall at the 
Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main Street, Agawam, 
MA.  The purpose of this 
hearing will be to hear the 
petition of Mayor William 
Sapelli on an Ordinance 
to amend Section 94 of 
Chapter 180 of the Code 
of the Town of Agawam 
regarding the  Wire less 
Telecommunications Overlay 
District (TOR-2023-4). This 
public hearing will be live-
streamed on the Town of 
Agawam’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us and will also 
be televised on Cable Access 
Channel 15. TOR-2023-4 is 
available for public inspec-
tion by emailing the office 
of the City Clerk for an elec-

tronic copy at vgioscia@aga-
wam.ma.us 

BY ORDER OF:
Christopher C. Johnson
City Council President

03/30, 04/06/2023

Public NoticesPublic Notices

Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
of  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

MORE PUBLIC NOTICES ON PAGE 9
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OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

Send Us Your Photos!

email: aan@turley.com

JUNK REMOVAL
ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS

1/2 The Price of Big 1-800 Co.
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$100, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser NewsSEPTIC PUMPING CALL

S C R I P T :  A R L I A N  |  R E G U L A R :  B R I K TA I L
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Serving Belchertown, Granby and
Surrounding Communities for Over 30 Years.

www.latourwilsonseptic.com

Under New Ownership • Family Owned and Operated

185 West State Street, Granby • 413-323-4569

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com 

WARREN – The chance to explore the 
world is closer than you think, and thanks to 
Adventure Tours of Warren, the trip of a life-
time can start right in your own backyard.

Traveling is something Randall Decoteau 
has been passionate about since a young 
age, when he first traveled by himself to visit 
family.

“I was 13-years-old and I went to visit my 
aunt and uncle in Montreal. I went by myself 
on Eastern Air Lines,” he said. 

Decoteau’s aunt and uncle met him at the 
airport and from then on, he was hooked.

“It was a nice experience,” he said.
Decoteau experienced his first trip over-

seas when he went to Europe between his 
junior and senior year of college. He traveled 
for two months, armed with a Eurail pass 
and a copy of Arthur Frommer’s “Europe on 
5 Dollars a Day”. 

“I went to maybe 10 countries…I love Eu-
rope,” he said.

Decoteau has now been to 48 countries 
and said he has “a passion for travel.”

In 2000, Decoteau used this passion 
when he teamed up with the Warren Cultur-
al Council to raise money for a scholarship 
program by offering tours. 

By 2006, he had officially formed Adven-
ture Tours of Warren.

Within a year, Adventure Tours was offer-
ing 45 trips a year. 

Since its founding, Adventure Tours has 
amassed a following of 800 travelers hailing 
from all over New England, with more than 
half being repeat customers.

“I have really loyal customers,” Decoteau 
said.

Adventure Tours takes the hassle and 
stress out of traveling, by providing safe and 
comfortable transportation so travelers can 
just sit back and enjoy the ride. 

“I think some people might never travel if 
it weren’t for tours like these,” Decoteau said. 
“I have people tell me all the time, ‘I never 
would have gone here.’ They no longer have 
to do the driving; all they have to do is get on 
the bus. That is part of the appeal of group 
travel.”

What also makes Adventure Tours 
unique, is that you become part of a “travel 
family.”

“You’re never alone when you’re on a 
tour, motor coach or cruise or whatever. You 
always have your fellow travelers who are 

part of your travel family,” Decoteau said. 
While many travel agencies gear their 

trips toward certain age demographics, 
Decoteau takes pride in making his trips in-
tergenerational. 

Intergenerational travel is a “wonderful 
experience,” that allows people to celebrate 
their differences, Decoteau said. “Everyone 
is welcome.”

“I think we have something to learn from 
people that are older than us, and younger 
than us. It’s wonderful to see a destination 
through the eyes of a senior or the eyes of a 
child,” he said.

One of the biggest draws for young trav-
elers is the Bronx Zoo, which Decoteau has 
planned every two years since he started.

“You can’t see it all in one day,” he said of 
the 265-acre zoo.

Independent exploration is another key 
feature to the service Adventure Tours of-
fers.

“We encourage our travelers to explore 
neighborhoods, shopping streets, and 
restaurants on their own as part of the Ad-
venture Tour experience,” Decoteau said. 

Decoteau and his tour guides offer a vari-
ety of tours to suit the needs of all travelers, 
including theater trips, day trips, multi-day 
coach tours, cruises and international trips.

Adventure Tours partners with Norwe-
gian Cruise Lines for all of its cruises and 
Collette Vacations for both international 
and domestic air tours. 

Planning your cruise or an international 
trip is something that takes time, book early 
in order to get the best possible cabin loca-
tions, international flights and more.

“The earlier you book, the better you 
do,” Decoteau said.  “You really should 
book a cruise a year ahead, same with 

international trips.”
Adventure Tours will be offering an early 

booking discount for the 2024 cruise sea-
son, which includes a 12-night Eastern Ca-
ribbean cruise, a seven-night Bermuda and 
Maine cruise and a seven-night Canada and 
New England cruise.

These cruises will take place on Norwe-
gian’s ships the Getaway and the Gem and 
their new ship Prima.

“What really matters is the ship experi-
ence. The dining is better than anything you 
do at home and the shows are wonderful,” he 
said. 

Cruise travelers can also enjoy cocktail 
dates with friends, art classes like painting 
and origami, cooking classes, along with 
days spent exploring on shore.

Decoteau and a group of 24 travelers just 
returned from a 10-night Caribbean cruise 
aboard the Prima, visiting five ports.

For inexperienced travelers, one of the 
easiest ways to travel is a cruise. The cabins 
also allow travelers to enjoy their own space 
and privacy.

“You get to know your fellow passengers 
in a small group,” Decoteau said. 

Adventure Tours is also offering dis-
counts on Collette Vacations trips, which in-
clude Dec. 2-9, Magical Christmas Markets 
of Austria and Germany; Feb. 29-March 11, 
2024, Treasures of Egypt; April 14-21, 2024, 
America’s Music Cities; May 22-31, 2024, 
Reflections of Italy; and July 21-30, 2024, Ice-
land: Land of Fire and Ice. 

Decoteau said this is the third time Ad-
venture Tours will experience the Treasures 
of Egypt, which is one of his personal favor-
ites.

“It’s a country of contrast, rich and poor, 
limousines and donkey carts…to me it’s 

magical,” he said.
Theater trips to the nonprofit Providence 

Performing Arts Center are always popular 
Decoteau said, booking six to eight shows a 
season. Adventure Tours always secures 45 
prime orchestra seats.

“Their shows are every bit as good as any 
Broadway performance. It’s sensational,” he 
said.

In September, Adventure Tours offers 
the chance to see “Funny Girl” and the leg-
endary crooner Johnny Mathis perform his 
Voice of Romance tour.

Some trips have food as the focus, includ-
ing the Lake Winnipesaukee Turkey Train 
on Oct. 7, which not only includes a ride on 
the scenic railroad in 1930s train cars, but 
also a hot, delicious turkey dinner catered 
by Hart’s Turkey Farm. 

The Hampton Beach Seafood Festival on 
Sept. 9 allows travelers to sample the flavors 
of New England’s seacoast, featuring food 
from 60 of the top restaurants. Dining op-
tions range from lobster and clams to bar-
becued ribs. 

For entertainment, there will be sand 
sculpting by Master Greg Grady, along with 
two musical performances. Get a jumpstart 
on your holiday shopping by visiting the 80 
craft and art vendors at the sidewalk sale.

Whether it’s riding an elephant, sleeping 
in a camel-hair tent in Morocco or enjoy-
ing nearby shopping and dining, Adventure 
Tours can help travelers make memories 
that will last a lifetime.

“The travel experience is one that certain 
people just love,” Decoteau said.

For more information about Adventure 
Tours or to book a trip, visit adventuretour-
sofwarren.com, call 413-436-5357 or email 
adventuretours@att.net.

Adventure Tours of Warren makes travel fun for all

Randall Decoteau is shown with his camel driver 
Mohammed on a visit to the Giza Pyramids.

COURTESY PHOTOS BY ADVENTURE TOURS OF WARREN

A hundred hot air balloons go up all at once at the 
Adirondack Balloon Festival at Lake George, New 
York.

Carol Haire of West Brookfield, Dot Dimo of Warren, 
and Carol Borowiec of Palmer are shown at the 
Acropolis in Athens, Greece.


