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By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - On March
20, Agawam High School’s
Rosie Robotics Team met.
They shared with their ac-
complishments, collabora-
tive building process and
what makes them more than
a team. Assistant lead of de-
sign, AHS freshmen, Rachel
Haire said, “We're like one big
family”

The team consists of sub
teams, machining, design,
software, marketing, electri-
cal, and scouting.

Team Lead Dana Henry
talked about the origin of the
team

“In 2002, John Burns and
myself co-founded the team,’

Henry said. “There are many
facets to running a first ro-
botics team. It's run like a
small high-tech business, in
which you lose 25 percent of
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kicks into high gear

your workforce to gradua-
tion every year. It’s a constant
turnover of students that
come through the program.
Pick a profession and there’s

been somebody that’s come
through Rosie that is excel-
ling in that profession.”

ROSIE I page 6

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Above, Robbie and Rosie Alumni and Mentor Bob Giordano making
adjustments to the robot during a break at the NEFIRST District
Event at Western New England University. Left, the judges at
the NEFIRST District Event at Western New England University
interviewing Kylie, Vincent, and Jacob on business attributes and
how Rosie operates.
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The Fire House section at the Agawam Historical and Fire House

Museum.

Agawam Historical Association
opens museum doors,
prepares for America’s 250th

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - On Saturday
Apr. 4, the Agawam Histori-
cal and Fire House Museum
opened its doors to the pub-
lic from one to three. The mu-
seum is run by the passion-
ate members of Agawam’s
Historical Association. Aga-
wam Historical Association
works to keep Agawam’s his-
tory alive, and accessible for
the community to enjoy and
learn from. The museum is
one of the tools the historical
society uses to encourage ed-
ucation throughout the town
on Agawamss history.

President of Agawam His-
torical Association David
Cecchi testified to the impor-
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AC Tune-Ups &

New Installations

tance of the Agawam Histor-
ical and Fire House Museum.

“It’s really an interesting
history. Before the associ-
ation, you know, had the
opportunity to, you know,
establish a museum in this
building. There was nothing
really. There was not a place
where they could go and re-
ally see things. So, this is a
great place. We've been able
to amass a pretty interest-
ing collection of different
things from all different eras
of Agawam. And, people like
to know about, you know, the
town that they live in. We've
had a lot of people who move
here are really interested in
the history of the town”

MUSEUM I page 10

while units were enroute.

derly male occupant.
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AGAWAM - At approxi-
mately 2:42 p.m. last Tues-
day, Mar. 31, Agawam fire-
fighters were dispatched to
Juniper Ridge Drive for a re-
ported residential structure
fire. With initial dispatch
reports of heavy fire and a
possible trapped occupant, a
second alarm was requested

Upon arrival, crews en-
countered a home heavily
involved in fire, with neigh-
bors reporting that an oc-
cupant may still be inside.
Firefighters made entry into
the residence without the
protection of hose lines and
successfully rescued an el-

Extensive fire suppression
operations were required,
and the fire was brought un-
der control in approximately
30 minutes. Agawam fire-
fighters were assisted by the
Springfield Fire Department,
Westfield Fire Department,
Southwick Fire Department,

Fire department fights two-alarm blaze

The fire occurred last Tuesday afternoon.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Academic ‘A’ ceremony

SUBMITTED PHOTO
On Tuesday, Mar. 24, members of the Class of 2026 earned recognition for their academic success over the four year journey at
AHS. This high honor is issued to those students who have maintained a 3.0 (B) cumulative GPA during their freshman, sophomore,
junior, and first semester of senior years at Agawam High School.

Phone: 413.283.8393 ¢ Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews ¢ Email: aan@turley.com

STATE LINE

Looking for
an AC solution for
your home or office?

<

Let us design a system
that works for your
environment.
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DPW offers yard-care suggestion for spring

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Department of Public Works
offers the following tips for
spring clean-ups of your
yard:

Caring for Your Yard, Pro-
tecting Our Waterways

Spring has arrived, which
means many residents will
be outside cleaning up their
yards. Together, all these
yards produce large amounts
of stormwater runoff after a
rainfall. Stormwater runoff,
rain or snow-melt that soaks
into exposed soil or remains
on top of impervious sur-
faces such as pavement and
rooftops, eventually flows
into our local streams, riv-
ers and ponds. Stormwater
runoff has become a major
and fast growing source of
pollution that affects every
watershed. According to the
U.S. EPA, nitrogen and phos-
phorus are two of the most
troublesome pollutants in
stormwater runoff and are
considered the primary
cause of water quality prob-
lems in our lakes, ponds and
streams. Although nitrogen
and phosphorus are nutri-
ents that are natural parts
of the ecosystem, too much
in the water causes algae to
grow faster than our ecosys-
tems can handle, harming
the water quality. Managing
stormwater where it’s creat-

ed, in our own backyard, can
help curb stormwater pollu-
tion.

Spring Cleanup

Mulch or compost fallen
leaves and garden trimmings
so they don't get washed
away during a spring storm.
A mulch-mower is ideal for
retaining and spreading clip-
pings on your lawn. Clip-
pings decompose quickly,
providing important nutri-
ents for the lawn and reduc-
ing the need for nitrogen fer-
tilizers.

Dog waste has been cited
as one of the largest contrib-
utors of bacterial pollution
in our waterways. Pick up
pet waste to keep your yard
healthy and protect our wa-
terways.

Direct roof drains away
from paved areas to help en-
courage infiltration and re-
duce stormwater runoff from
your property.

Patch Grass

Inspect lawn for bare
spots. A thick lawn produces
less runoff than a thin lawn
with exposed soil. Reseed
grass mid-spring, when the
threat of frost is past due.

Test Soil

Excess fertilizer will not
improve grass growth and
could pollute local water-
ways. Consider testing your
soil. A soil test lets you know

what your lawn and gar-
den really need in terms of
nutrients. For more infor-
mation about having your
soil tested, visit the UMass
Cooperative Extension web
page  www.ag.umass.edu/
services/soil-plant-nutri-
ent-testing-laboratory
Lawn Care

Maximize  slow-release
nitrogen fertilizer. Slow-re-
lease nitrogen limits nutri-
ent runoff. This should be
applied in the spring, not
autumn, to provide a steady
source of nutrients through-
out the growing season. Ad-
ditionally, consider organic
alternatives to chemicals,
such as compost or manure.

Mow Sharp and High.
A sharp mower blade cuts
grass cleanly which im-
proves turf health and pro-
motes denser growth. Mow
your lawn often enough so
no more than % the length of
the grass is removed. Taller
grass has deeper roots - pre-
venting erosion, suppressing
weeds and helping the rain
soak into the ground.

Aerate Turf. Grass does
best, and traps more storm-
water, when it grows in loose
soils. Many lawns are the
opposite, compacted from
years of heavy use, including
outdoor parties, riding mow-
ers, even parked cars. Core

aeration is a process that re-
moves finger sized soil plugs
from the top layer of a lawn
so air and rain water can
support better root growth.
Sweep Away
Clippings and Fertilizer

Keep clippings and leaves
out of the street and storm
drains. Keeping clippings
out of the streets and storm
drains will have significant
benefits for our local water
ways.

Use a leaf blower or sweep
away loose grass clippings
and fertilizer granules off
sidewalks and driveways
onto your lawn where they
can do good.

Plant Trees and Shrubs

Spring is a great time to
plant native trees and shrubs
which provide important
water quality benefits. Both
reduce stormwater when
their leaves intercept rain-
fall, increase infiltration
when their roots penetrate
the soil, and filter pollutants
that gradually develop be-
neath their canopy.

The Department of Pub-
lic Works will commence its
Spring Yard Waste Collection
during the Months of April,
May and June. Yard Waste
will be collected on sched-
uled recycling days during
the weeks listed below.

A Week Streets will be col-

lected on scheduled recycling
collection days on the follow-
ing weeks:

April 13-17

May 11-15

June 22-26

B Week Streets will be
collected on scheduled re-
cycling collection days on
the following weeks:

April 6-10

May 4-8

June 15-19

Residents must put their
yard waste out by 6:30 am on
their scheduled collection
day.

Yard Waste is defined as:

+ Grass clippings, leaves,
weeds, shrub trimmings, and
brush or limbs under 3” in di-
ameter.

Acceptable Yard Waste
preparation:

« Brown kraft bags or 30

gallon barrels with handles
may be used.

« Barrels must be labeled
as Yard Waste, no heavier
than 40lbs.

« Loose brush/branch-
es, under 3”in diameter and
3’ in length, must be tied in
bundles with biodegradable
twine, weighing no more
than 40lbs.

Not acceptable:

« Loose brush or branches

« Bundles tied with wire,
nylon or plastic (these items
harm grinding equipment)

« Bundles heavier than 40
Ibs

« Brush and limbs greater
than 3” in diameter

« Yard waste bags contam-
inated with rocks, soil, or
wood chips

« Yard waste in plastic
bags

Eversource teams with foundation to offer free trees

SPRINGFIELD - As part
of its ongoing commitment
to sustainability and strong
environmental stewardship,
Eversource is partnering
with the Arbor Day Founda-
tion for the third year in a
row to distribute more than
1,000 free trees to customers
in select communities across
its three-state service terri-
tory. This year, customers in
Pittsfield and New Bedford
will be eligible to reserve a
complimentary tree through
the company’s innovative
Energy-Saving Trees pro-
gram and take advantage of
the many benefits trees pro-
vide.

Through this initiative,
customers will have access to
an interactive platform that
allows them to view their
property and find the best
location to plant their tree
to conserve energy, as well
as calculate estimated envi-
ronmental benefits and an-

nual cost savings. Using the
online portal that launched
this week, eligible customers
can reserve one free tree per
household on a first-come,
first-served basis and choose
from a list of species ranging
from Eastern Redbud and
Flowering Dogwood to River
Birch and Sweetbay Magno-
lia. The program will contin-
ue until all trees are reserved,
and distribution events are
planned in each community
for late April or early May.
“From providing shade
and cleaner air to support-
ing biodiversity, planting the
right tree in the right loca-
tion not only promotes pos-
itive environmental benefits
for entire communities, but
it also helps keep the pow-
er flowing for customers
and promotes the ongoing
reliability of the electric sys-
tem,” said Eversource Man-
ager of Vegetation Manage-
ment Christopher Gonzalez.

“Were excited to be giving
away hundreds of trees again
this year through our part-
nership with the Arbor Day
Foundation so we can help
our customers learn about
the importance of planning
before they plant and how
properly placed trees can
also lead to long-term energy
savings. This valuable initia-
tive is just another example
of how were working every
day to be responsible envi-
ronmental stewards and fos-
ter sustainable growth in the
communities we serve while
ensuring the delivery of safe,
reliable electricity for our
customers.’

“Thriving tree canopies
are a fundamental part of
building strong, healthy
communities, and weTe
grateful to partner with com-
panies like Eversource that
are committed to enhancing
sustainability in the cities
and towns they serve,” said

Dan Lambe, chief executive
of the Arbor Day Foundation.
“By encouraging people to
plant trees with purpose to-
day, this partnership is cre-
ating positive, lasting change
for years to come.”

Since 2024, Eversource
has partnered with the Ar-
bor Day Foundation to bring
community tree distribution
events directly to various
communities across Mas-
sachusetts, including Fram-
ingham, Springfield, West
Springfield and Waltham
- helping customers experi-
ence the benefits of strategic
tree planting and supporting

municipalities in advanc-
ing their own sustainability
goals.

“Springfield Forestry was
excited to partner with Ever-
source and the Arbor Day
Foundation to host a free
tree giveaway in our commu-
nity last year; said Spring-
field City Forester Alex Sher-

n. “Springfield residents
were able to select from a
variety of trees and shrubs
to plant in their yard at no
cost. The event was well or-
ganized, which made it sim-
ple and convenient for resi-
dents to come pick up their
trees. Thanks to Eversource’s
continued commitment to
the communities they serve,
we were able to increase
the overall tree canopy in
Springfield”

Eversource works year-
round to advance education-
al partnerships with arbor-
ists, municipalities, students
and the public about plant-
ing the right tree in the right
place. For more information
about the energy company’s
nationally recognized sus-
tainability efforts, please vis-
it Eversource.com. For regis-
tration and portal assistance,
please contact the Arbor Day
Foundation by calling 1-855-
234-3801.

Volunteers
needed to
flag graves

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Veterans Council is seeking
volunteers for flagging veter-
an graves at local cemeteries
in preparation of Memori-
al Day on Saturday, May 2.
(Rain date May 3) Anyone
interested in participating,
please meet at 8 a.m. in the
Springfield Street Cemetery
(across from Sacred Heart
Church) in Feeding Hills.

Grange to sell
craft supplies

AGAWAM - Communi-
ty Grange #382 located at 47
North West Street in Feeding
Hills is holding a Craft Supply
Sale on Saturday, Apr. 18 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring abag or
two and shop all the vendors.

Town to collect disposed sharps at free event

Visit us at

Www.

turley

.Co0Mm

AGAWAM - The Town of
Agawam Health Department
will hold a free drop off event
called Sharps Disposal Day.
It will be held on Saturday,

# Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire
DEFENSE ATTORNEY

1380 Main Street, Suite 201
Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168

(Se Habla Espariol, preguntar por Marisol)
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com
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Apr. 18 from 9 to 11 a.m. at
Agawam Public Library. The
event is for Agawam resi-
dents only and proof of res-
idency will be required. Dis-

posed sharps must be in an
approved sharps container.
Any questions, contact the
Health Department at (413)
786-0400 ext. 8207.
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Over 30 Years Experience
Owner On Site ® Guaranteed Work

Specializing in Unique
Hardscape Design & Installation
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Lf 90 Meat Outlet@

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

SAVINGS  SELECTION » SERVICE

BARBER FOODS
3899

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

ACC hosting spring tag sale

AGAWAM - Agawam
Congregational Church will
hold a huge tag sale on Fri-
day, Apr. 10 and Saturday,
Apr. 11 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

ACC is located at 745
Main St. They will have
something for everyone.

Expect sports cards,
clothing and accessories,
toys and games, books, hol-
iday decorations, puzzles,
kitchen and other house-
hold items, and much more.

Vendor tables are avail-
able for $25.

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE
For License To Carry Permit
$140
Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com

It ¢ Celebration Tome!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor
Event Rental Needs

<A
INT

Tent and Table Rentals

197 Main Street

Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297
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St. Patrick’s Committee announces parade award winners

Top bands,
performers, and float
designers recognized
for excellence

HOLYOKE - The St. Pat-
rick's Committee of Holyoke
is proud to announce the
2026 Parade Music and Float
Award winners, recognizing
the outstanding units that
brought energy, creativity,
and tradition to the 73rd An-
nual Holyoke St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade.

Each year, these awards
celebrate the performers,
designers, and community
groups whose dedication and
talent help make Holyoke’s
parade one of the largest and
most beloved St. Patrick’s Day
celebrations in the country.

“From the incredible mu-
sical performances to the
creativity and craftsmanship
of this year’s floats, our par-
ticipants once again made
this parade truly special,” said
Jim Wildman, Parade Presi-
dent. “We are grateful for the
pride and passion each group
brings to Holyoke”

2026 Parade
Music Award Winners

Most Outstanding Unit
in the Line of March
Presented by
Kinvara Literary Society
Tian Guo Marching Band

Best Pipe Band
Presented by Devin Sheehan
& Dr. Michael Dodge
Holyoke Caledonian
Pipe Band

Best Brass Band
Presented by Kathryn &
George Dulchinos
Bombyx Brass Collaborative

Best String Band
In Loving Memory of
Heather McMahon
Fralinger String Band

Best Band Captain
Presented by Westfield
Parade Committee
Aqua String Band

Best High School Marching
Band
William H. Burns
Memorial Award
Chicopee Comprehensive
High School Marching Band

Best Drum & Bugle Corps
In Memory of Sara Mutch
St. Peter’s
Drum & Bugle Corps

Best Flag Corps
Presented by
Kathleen Krisak
South Hadley
High School

Best Drumline
Presented by
Mass Surgical Supply
Libertas Academy
Charter School Drumline

Spirit of the Parade
In Loving Memory of
Uncle Jamie Feyre
Hot Tamales

People’s Choice Award
(More than 17,400
votes submitted!)

In Memory of
Monsignor David Joyce
Westtield High School
Marching Band

2026 PARADE
FLOAT AWARD
WINNERS

Grand Prize
Dr. Elmer J. Harrington
Memorial Award
West Springfield -
“Prosperity”

Best Colleen Float
Daniel E. Tierney
Memorial Award

Springfield - “Dublinia”

1st Prize - Irish Theme
William C. Lunney
Memorial Award
Sons of Erin - “Coming to
the Shores of America”

2nd Prize - Irish Theme
John T. Sheehan
Memorial Award
John Boyle O’Reilly Club -
“Woven in Irish Spirits”

3rd Prize - Irish Theme
Shaun Ferriter
Memorial Award
Agawam -
“Walk the Board
to Blarney”

1st Prize -
Patriotic Theme
William “Buck” Ford
Memorial Award
Springfield Lodge of Elks -
“Taste the Freedom -
250 Years of
Sweet Independence”

2nd Prize -
Patriotic Theme
Henry P. Dowd
Memorial Award
Unity Dance Spectrum -
“Celebrating 30 Years and
250 Years of the USA”

3rd Prize -
Patriotic Theme
Vincent Brown
Memorial Award
South Hadley -
“Let Freedom Be”

1st Prize - Open Theme
John E. Dowd
Memorial Award
Smith Vocational and
Agricultural Float

2nd Prize - Open Theme
John T. Sheehan
Memorial Award
Dean Career & Technical
Education

3rd Prize - Open Theme
Mary Sheehan
Memorial Award
Springfield Puerto Rican
Parade Committee

1st Prize -
Religious Theme
John K. Bowler
Memorial Award
Mater Dolorosa -
“Celebrating 120 Years”

2nd Prize -
Religious Theme
Lila Courtney
Memorial Award
AOH/LAOH -
“St. Brigid’s Float”

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KARA WALSH-VEY
The 2026 Agawam Colleen and Cour aboard the award-winning “Walk the Board to Blarney” float.

3rd Prize -
Religious Theme
Jericho -
“Our Favorite Things”

The St. Patrick’s Commit-
tee of Holyoke extends its
sincere congratulations to all
award recipients and thanks
every participating unit for
contributing to another un-
forgettable parade.

r

ACAA hosting annual
‘Spring Into Art’ show

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam Community Artists
and Artisans will host their
“Spring Into Art” show on
Saturday, April 18 at the
Sacred Heart Parish Cen-
ter, 1061 Springfield Street,
Feeding Hills. The show
hours are from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.

The show will include
26 talented artists and ar-
tisans, who will be present-
ing an array of oil, acrylic,
watercolor paintings, alco-

hol and colored pencil art.
Artisans will feature fused
glass, jewelry, gourds,
pottery, silk scarves, wire
wrapped trees, woodwork-
ing and handmade Ameri-
can style flutes.

St. Martha’s Guild mem-
bers will be serving break-
fast and lunch for purchase
throughout the day.

Further information can
be obtained by contacting
Diane Boglisch at email:
deeboglisch@comcast.net.

AGAWAM -

The next

meeting of the Agawam
Garden Club will be held
Tuesday, April 14, at 6:30
p-m. at the Agawam Public
Library, 750 Cooper Street.
After a short business
meeting Evan Abramson,
Founder of Landscape In-
teractions, will present a
talk on “Building Resilience
through Biodiversity: Scal-
able and Replicable Storm-
water Management De-
signs”. In this presentation

Garden Club to hold
next meeting Apr. 14

he will explore diverse strat-
egies for storing and man-
aging runoff while simulta-
neously supporting at-risk
native pollinator species.
Abramson holds a Master
of Science in Ecological
Design from the Conway
School of Landscape De-
sign as well as certificates
in Permaculture Design and
Biodynamic Gardening. All
meetings are open to the
public and not restricted to
Agawam residents.

April Art Exhibit to be on display at public library

AGAWAM - Agawam
Public Library is excited to
feature art from three local
artists during the month of
April.

Jan Caruso, Christine
Berge and Cheryl Shea will be
exhibiting their pieces on the
main walls and in the John-
son Case on the main floor
of the library. Pieces will in-
clude pen and ink drawings,
watercolor paintings, acryl-

ic abstract paintings, and
Ukrainian Easter eggs. The
artwork will feature mostly
realistic or natural subjects,
highlighting the artists’ aim
to “capture nature & creativ-
ity with color and vibrancy”
through their pieces.

Partway  through the
month, pieces from Agawam
Schools’ Early Childhood
Center will also be exhibit-
ed in the glass cases leading

into the Children’s

Room.

Together with their teachers,
students have built some-
thing beautiful after listening
to stories such as Ready, Set,
Build! by Meg Fleming, and
Vincent Paints His House by
Ted Arnold. The students at
the ECC have created open
ended art inspired by their lit-
tle hands.

Visitors are welcome to
view the gallery at the Aga-

Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver

The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to:

Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer
The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department,

110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

For further information, please contact
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451,
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov.

AA/E.O.E.

wam Public Library during
regular open hours: Monday
through Thursday 9 a.m. to 9
p-m.; Fridays and Saturdays 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library will
be closed Monday, April 20 in
honor of Patriots Day. Please
contact Adult Services Li-
brary Associate, Erica LeFeb-
vre at (413) 789-1550 x8858 or
elefebvre@agawamlibrary.org
if you are interested in dis-
playing artwork at the library.

Agawam Community
Artists and Artisans
invites ‘Call for Art’

AGAWAM - Agawam
Community Artists and
Artisans (ACAA) is inviting
artists and artisans to par-
ticipate in its Sixth Annual
Pioneer Valley Art Festival.

The Art Festival will be
held on Friday, Aug. 21, and
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Pol-
ish American Club in Feed-
ing Hills. Show hours are
from 2 to 8 p.m. on Friday,
and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday.

The ACAA is encourag-
ing artists, artisans, and
writers to submit their
work for review. Among the
artistic mediums includ-
ed are watercolor, acrylic,
oil, mixed media, sculp-
ture, photography, ceramic,
stained glass, wood, fash-
ion, textile, and jewelry.

All work must be origi-
nal and handmade by the
artist or artisan, of profes-
sional quality. Prints and
giclees will be accepted. No
kits, food, soap, candles, or

Al-generated work will be
accepted.

Tent space is available
on the paved parking lot for
$50.

Students from any area
high school are accepted
free of charge, and must
have a tent set up.

The Pioneer Valley Art
Festival is highly promoted
through local TV stations;
Agawam Media Channel
15 and 1074HD; Agawam
Cultural Council website;
newspapers; town forums;
Mailchimp; the ACAA web-
site, www.agawamarts.
com; and the ACAA Face-
book page, that has over
850 followers.

The week before the fes-
tival, there will be over 20
street signs placed around
Agawam.

Further information, in-
cluding registration forms,
can be obtained by con-
tacting Ceil Rossi at email:
tocarefree2@hotmail.com.

LANDSCAPE
CONSTI;UCTION

From Custom Design
Landscaping And Hardscapes
To Dumpster Rentals and More —
WE DO IT ALL!

Full Landscape Service Specializing In:
Hardscapes Brick Paver
and Patio & Retaining Walls.
Lawn Maintenance
Roll-Off Dumpsters
10yard, 15 Yard And 20 Yards
Mulch & Stone
Spring and Fall Cleanups

Agawam, MA
(413) 786-4392 ¢ zymrozinc.com
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Opinion

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

I'll be 65 soon and am working.
Must | enroll in Medicare?

Dear Rusty:

Iwill be 65 in October and
I am working full-time. My
goal is to work until age 67,
which is my Full Retirement
Age or until age 70.

I heard I have to apply
for Medicare Part A only. Is
this true or will I be penal-
ized? And do I have to go to
the Social Security office to
do this or can I do it online?
And then will they be still giv-
ing me my Medicare through
the next five years of working
or do I have to pay for some-
thing? 1 will have my own
healthcare insurance. Thank
you for your help.

Signed: Confused

Dear Confused:

There are two things you
should be aware of:

You do not need to claim
Social Security benefits
when you enroll in Medi-
care

You do not need to enroll
in Medicare at age 65 if you
have “creditable” health-
care coverage from your
employer, “creditable” is a
group plan with at least 20
participants.

Thus, it is perfectly okay
for you to delay taking your
Social Security benefits un-
til age 67 (your SS full re-
tirement age) or even until
age 70 when you will get
the maximum SS benefit
you are entitled to. And if
you now have “creditable”
healthcare coverage from
your employer, you can de-
lay enrolling in Medicare
until such time as your
employer’s healthcare cov-
erage ends. When you stop
working, you will enter a
Medicare Special Enroll-
ment Period, during which
you can enroll in Medicare
without incurring a Late
Enrollment Penalty.

Whenever you decide to
enroll in Medicare or Social
Security, you will not need
to visit your local SSA of-
fice to do so. You can enroll
in Medicare either online
at www.ssa.gov/medicare/
sign-up or you can call SSA
at 1-800-772-1213 to make
an appointment to enroll in
Medicare on the telephone.

Similarly, when you are
ready to claim Social Secu-
rity, you can do so online at
www.ssa.gov/apply or you
can call 1-800-772-1213 to
make an appointment to
apply for SS over the phone.
To apply online, however,
you should first create your
personal “my Social Securi-
ty” online account at www.
ssa.gov/myaccount. Creat-
ing your online SS account
now at age 65 will facilitate
later online enrollment
and will also provide you
with an estimate of your SS
benefit amounts at various
ages — e.g., now at age 65, at
your FRA of 67 or at age 70.
And that should help you
decide when it is best for
you to claim Social Security.

A few final points:

You should verify with
your employer’s health in-
surance provider that they
don’t require you to enroll
in Medicare at age 65. Most
employer plans don't, but
some do.

You don’t need to enroll
in Medicare Part A or Part
B now as long as your em-
ployer’s coverage is credit-
able. And it’s okay to enroll
in Medicare a couple of
months prior to your em-
ployer’s creditable health-
care coverage ending when
you stop working, request-
ing that your Medicare
coverage starts when your
employer’s healthcare ends.
This will ensure that there
is no gap in your healthcare
coverage. If your employer
coverage is creditable, you
will not suffer a Medicare
Late Enrollment Penalty for
enrolling after age 65.

If you claim Social Secu-
rity benefits at any time pri-
or to your FRA and are still
working, you will be subject
to Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test, which limits
how much you can earn be-
fore they take away some of
your benefits. The AET lasts
until you reach your FRA
(67), after which you can
earn as much as you like
without your SS benefits
being affected.

Whenever you claim
your Social Security bene-
fits, you will be required to
take Medicare Part A, which
is coverage for inpatient
hospitalization  services.
Medicare Part A is free be-
cause you are also eligible
for Social Security. But you
don’t need to enroll in Part
A at age 65 unless you also
claim Social Security.

Medicare Part B, which
is coverage for outpatient
healthcare services (doc-
tors, medical tests, etc.), is
optional if you have cred-
itable employer coverage
as explained above. You
do not need to enroll in
Medicare Part B, for which
there is a monthly premi-
um of $202.90 in 2026 until
your employer’s creditable
healthcare coverage ends,
even if you claim Social Se-
curity earlier.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundations
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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The ins and outs of forsythia ¢
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ach year as forsythia

Eburst into bloom, I
am reminded

of my dad.

You see, this
spring harbinger
always  blooms
right around his
birthday. This
year would've
been a monu-
mental one, as he
would have cele-
brated 100 years!

Although most landscape
professionals aren’t all that
fond of forsythia, it holds a
special place in my heart.
When it is in full bloom our
eyes are lifted away from the
still drab lawn and the bare
borders to bask at its branch-
es of yellow flowers.

If you are lucky enough
to have forsythia growing in
your yard, perhaps you will
find the following facts in-
teresting, straight from the
archives.

Forsythia can be forced
into bloom indoors. While
it is a little late in the sea-

@iybm PNeQuaid

son to fully appreciate this
technique, it can easily be
achieved now.

As long as temperatures
are above freezing, you can
harvest the branches. Sim-
ply prepare them as you
would any other cut flower
by removing side shoots that
would be under water in the
vase. Fill the vase with hot
water and just prior to in-
sertion recut the end of the
stem on a 45 degree angle to
expose as much surface area
as possible.

We use hot water because
it will move through the

vascular
system
quickly, hy-
drating it fully.
Place the vase
in indirect, bright
light, and change
the water a couple of times
a week. Expect blooms in a
matter of days this time of
year; if you harvest stems in
early March it will take a bit
longer to enjoy the flowers.
Forsythia buds are ten-
der. While the shrub itself is
hardy to Zone 4, the buds are
reliably hardy to only Zone 5.
After an especially cold
winter you may see forsythia
in half-bloom! The tops of the
shrub may be devoid of blos-
soms, but the bottom chock-
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Eastern Phoebe

March 28, my first sight-

ing of 2026.

The Eastern Phoebe is a
plump songbird with a me-
dium-length tail. It appears
large-headed for a bird of
its size. The head often ap-
pears flat on top, but phoe-
bes sometimes raise the
feathers up into a peak. Like
most small flycatchers, they
have short, thin bills used for
catching insects. The Eastern
Phoebe slightly larger than a
tufted titmouse.

The Eastern Phoebe is
brownish-gray above and
off-white below, with a dusky
wash to the sides of the
breast. The head is typically

Isaw an Eastern Phoebe on

. nmy 4
BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

the darkest part of the upper
parts. Birds in fresh fall plum-
age show faint yellow on the
belly and whitish edging on
the folded wing feathers.

The Eastern Phoebe gen-
erally perches low in trees
or on fence lines. Phoebes
are very active, making short
flights to capture insects
and very often returning to
the same perch. They make
sharp “peep” calls in addition
to their familiar “Phoebe” vo-
calizations. When perched,
Eastern Phoebes wag their
tails down and up frequently.

These birds favor open
woods such as yards, parks,
woodlands and woodland
edges. Phoebes usually breed
around buildings or bridg-
es on which they construct
their nests under the protec-
tion of an eave or ledge.

Bring in bird feeders

The Allen Bird Club of
Springfield reminds area

2+ &

residents that early spring
means hungry bears. If peo-
ple enjoy feeding birds during
the winter, it's now time to
bring feeders in at night or to
put them away entirely until
next December. Black bears
have an excellent memory
and will return to feeders
where they find easy meals.
When that happens, bears
can become a nuisance. FYI,
over 50 million Americans
purchase more than one bil-
lion pounds of bird seed and
suet annually.

An excellent way to feed
birds year-round is by plant-
ing native fruit and seed
bearing plants that provide
food for wildlife. The Cornell
Lab of Ornithology’s new
citizen science initiative,
Garden for Birds, offers re-
gionally-tailored tips on the
best plants to choose to help

BIRDS 1 page5

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must
be received by noon Monday to be considered for

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample. No endorsement
letters will be printed in the last edition before the
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the
Agawam Advertiser News.
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OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.
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By Julie Midura
Guest Columnist

One is brick and mor-

tar-built by  human
hands. There is a large sign
out front. A foundation.
Walls. A ceiling. Padded
chairs are lined up in rows.
Carpeting covers the floor.

A worship team plays
music. Guitars, a keyboard
and drums. A harmony of
voices blend with my own,
ringing out in praise. The
lyrics speak to me. Words
which stir my emotions and

Ibelong to two churches.

feel more like a spiritual en-
counter than mere singing.

My other church is a ca-
thedral. There is no sign out
front. No doors or windows.
No foundation. No floor or
walls or ceiling. At least not
in the manmade sense.

Gravel, granite and earth
are the floor. The vast can-
vas of blue sky is the ceiling.
The sentinel of trees lining
the path form the walls.
The foundation is made
from mountains rather than
poured cement, but they
hold me up and give me far
more strength than con-
crete ever could.

In my church, I listen
to our pastor preach words
of truth, faith and hope. In-
spiring me. Redirecting me.
Providing spiritual nourish-
ment. Leading me along the
path to alife of purpose.

In my cathedral, I listen
to nature preach a homily
in a language all its own.
No words are needed, but
it speaks to me nonethe-
less. Giving my life meaning
and purpose. Deepening my
faith. Restoring my soul.

The melody here is dif-
ferent. The music does not

l
- Nature is our Cathedral

reach my ears from a speak-
er in the corner of the room,
but through a tapestry wo-
ven from rustling leaves,
cascading streams and roar-
ing waterfalls. The sounds
blend together, proclaim-
ing God’s glory not through
spoken words, but through
something equally power-
ful.

This place is no less sa-
cred than the church where

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

I worship every Sunday. It
is a sanctuary created by
the hands of God himself.
Built out of unfailing love.
When I am standing in the
quiet stillness and immense
grandeur of Creation, I bear
witness to God’s profound
greatness.

There is a sacredness in
this cathedral of earth and
trees and sky which tran-
scends human understand-

ing. A peace which contra-
dicts life circumstance. A
gratefulness in spite of the
many trials and challenges.
Out here, I experience
deeply personal moments of
connection. As though there
is a thread joining heaven to
earth. A yarn woven of rev-
erent awe and immeasur-
able joy linking my human
heart to the Divine.
My worship is not re-

stricted to the confines of
a building. It flows from me
in equal measure out here
in the wild places... where
the wind dances and the
water flows and the heavens
themselves declare glory.

My soul is fed at both my
church and my cathedral.
But some days, I can hear
God speaking to me louder
in the church that was not
built by human hands.

BIRDS & from page 4

struggling wildlife to thrive.
This program is free and par-
ticipation can be cancelled
at any time. Information on
how to turn a yard into a
bird-supporting habitat can
be found by visiting garden-
forbirds.org.

Common mergansers

My husband and I saw the
male and female Common
Merganser diving in cedar
Lake Sturbridge in between
the ice on Thursday, March
19. They were beautiful.

Brimfield birds

I received an email from a
Brimfield resident. He said,
“In my last email I had re-

ported a broad-winged hawk
seen in the yard. I later was
looking at some photographs
I had taken of the bird and
discovered I was wrong, the
bird was a red-shouldered
hawk. Also it would have
been very early for a broad-
wing.”

He saw crows, blue jays
and a red-shouldered hawk
on his trail camera as well as
raccoons and an opossum.

He also has eight gold-
finch visiting regularly. He
said, “For most of the win-
ter we have only seen one or
two at the feeders. One was
starting to show some yellow
plumage”

He puts out a coffee can

of whole peanuts every day
in a tray. He said, “Blue jays,
titmice and an occasional
red-bellied woodpecker take
the peanuts that are usually
gone within a couple of hours.
Lately the peanuts have been
lasting two or three days and
I haven't seen any blue jays.
He also noted it is “A sign of
spring, the chipmunks are
out and about and the daf-
fodil leaves have started to
emerge, hooray.”
Goldfinches

I received an email from
a Worthington resident. He
said, “Around mid-February
each year my bird feeders are
inundated by a flock or may-
be flocks of goldfinches in

their drab winter colorations.
It's amazing how many flit in
and out of my feeders. And,
when the goldfinches come,
they are joined by an equal-
ly large flock of pine siskins.
They must travel together
and they look somewhat sim-
ilar since the goldfinches ar-
en't yet sporting their bright
yellow colors. They usually
hang around for a month
or so and then move on fur-
ther North” He said, “I enjoy
watching them at the feeders,
the few who decide to spend
the summer in Western Mas-
sachusetts”
Bluebirds

I received an email from

a Hampden resident, who

shared video from a blink
camera she installed inside
her bluebird house in 2025.
She placed the camera in the
birdhouse to keep track of ac-
tivity and this resulted in two
broods of bluebirds success-
fully hatching and fledging a
total of eight young. She said,
“The camera helped to keep
the sparrows from establish-
ing a nest and gave us close
ups of the bluebird families”
She also said, “Once Sep-
tember rolled around, it was
time to clean and sanitize
the birdhouse. However, a
downy woodpecker found it
was a fine place to spend the
night. He has continued ar-
riving at sundown and leav-

ing at sunrise the next day.
The bluebirds sometimes
stop by during the day pos-
sibly checking it out for their
future nest” She said, “Our
hope is the bluebirds return
this spring and don't have is-
sues with the woodpecker as
well as the sparrows”

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edowner@
turley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre,
MA 01005. The Palmer office
has a new phone system and
1 will be getting an extension
where messages may be left.
I will publish the number as
soon as it is set up.

HEALTH © from page 4

full. This generally happens
because the lower portion
of the shrub was insulated
under a snow bank or leaf
mound.

Likewise, the blossoms are
also tender - sometimes re-
duced to mush the morning
after a hard freeze.

Forsythia flowers are
borne on the previous year’s
wood. With that in mind,
prune as soon as possible af-
ter flowering.

Simply cut the oldest
stems all the way down to
the ground. You can safely
remove up to one-third of the
bush in a single pruning ses-
sion. New growth will emerge
over the summer and provide
blossoms for next season.

While some books recom-
mend cutting overgrown for-
sythias down to the ground

completely, in my experi-
ence, this advice is drastic.
The plant will need a couple
of years to recover from that
approach.

Sometimes you see for-
sythia pruned into balls or
stiff hedges. While some
homeowners consider this
look appealing, I like to see
the bush a little less tame.
It's also hard to guarantee
flowers throughout such a
manicured shape; sometimes
part will bloom and the rest
will be just foliage. Kind of a
weird look.

Propagating forsythias is
easy! Do you want more of a
good thing? Try layering your
forsythias. Take a long, pli-
able branch and bend it to the
ground a foot or so from the
main plant. Cover the bend
with soil and secure it with a
brick or heavy stone. In a few
months’ time it will root, and

by the following spring the
new plant can easily be sepa-
rated from its mother.

Forsythia is easily grown.
Perhaps this is why we see so
many forsythias in the land-
scape.

While it will undoubtedly
bloom best in full sun, once
established, it can tolerate
all but the driest of soils and
adapts to a range in pH. Also,
it is bothered by few pests or
diseases.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email it
to pouimeltte@turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 ¢ Fax 413-789-3738
WWwWW.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”’
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Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped
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Local filmmaker premlered Iatest movie

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

AGAWAM - The movie
industry in Western Massa-
chusetts may not be large,
but fans and participants are
not without passion for film,
or whatever digital medium
that cinema is captured on
currently.

On March 14 the audience
began arriving well before the
evening’s event was to begin,
and why not.

The impresario locally is
Ludlow native Geno McGa-
hee, and people were arriv-
ing for his latest production,
“Dark Places”. Dark as part of
the title is apt as McGahee is
known mostly for horror pro-
ductions.

That does not mean he
is not without the ability to
work in other genres. Not ex-
actly a fan of the Hallmark
style, he did make a “Christ-
mas Invitation”, which may
not be considered a tribute,
but was fun.

“Deadly Western” was hor-
ror with aspects of what used
to be called horse operas. His
team of actors, used to work-
ing in the Bay State, traveled
out west, rode horses, made a
western and came home.

Also out in Cali, he would
make “Fatal Justice”, an hom-
age to McGahee’s favorite
film, “Twelve Angry Men™.

This night, the premiere
would be at Agawam Cine-
mas in the town of that name.
Dedicated movie theaters are
rapidly vanishing in this age
of streaming, so it was a plea-
sure to experience a night out
at the movies.

At alittle past 7 p.m. every-
one moved into one of the two
theaters and took their seats
as the movie began.

Lindsey DeLand as Natalie,
is a beginning college student.
She meets Jason, played by

Jake Tyler, a boy next door
type guy, or so it seems. They
click and begin a relationship,
but not too fast.

At home, things are not
going smoothly for Natalie’s
family. Eric Michaelian, por-
trays her dad, James, who
is under stress due to an
over-demanding workload.
He is compensating with al-
cohol.

Gabbie Mendelsohn as Liz,
the mom, is doing all she can
to keep things to-
gether, and it is not
going well.

Natalie is for-
tunate to have a
bestie, Debbie,
played by Rita Ma-
rie Spence, not that
in the end Debbie
will be able to pre-
vent the denoue-
ment.

Jason and Na-
talie develop their relation-
ship as events unfold.

James avoids going into
rehab but will not be able to
save himself.

Natalie, worried about her
dad, goes to the police, played
by Lorrie Bacon , as detective
Amy Trent, and partner Phil
Godeck as Detective Adams.
The duo is sympathetic and
hear her story. After they
heard her and she is leaving,
she wishes them luck in find-
ing the murderers of one of
her professors. Professor War-
ren, played by Gus Bottazzi
has been found dead.

Detective Trent insists she
sit back down. The professor
had attempted to proposition
Natalie, and the detectives
suspect she knows some-
thing,

Detective Amy admits that
she is not unhappy with the
demise of the professor. In
fact, she is delighted.

Meanwhile, as the movie
goes on, the Goat Head as the

Geno McGahee

personification of
Satan and leader
of the cult, played
by Danell Reese, makes his
appearance. If he is not the
complete incarnation of evil,
he is doing a convincing imi-
tation.

Natalie’s relationship with
Jason is moving along and her
feelings continue to grow. He
invites her to a family early
New Year’s celebration, and
though she has some feelings
she might not be in a good
place, she agrees.

So, she goes to the family’s
middle-class home and meets
Jason'’s folks. Dwight an ex-po-
lice officer volunteers assis-
tance in finding Natalie’s dad.

The family and Natalie
discuss it all and it does not
all sound benign when Brent
Northup as Bill relates his ex-
perience with a goat head.

Debbie senses something
is wrong and investigates at
Natalie's house, and contacts
Trent. The detectives are gal-
vanized into action and learn
some crucial information
about Jason.

Acade’

AGAWAM

The situation at the par-
ty finds Natalie in trouble,
but she pushes back and the
whole situation sees her resist
but change as she rises to the
occasion.

The detectives arrive at the
house and find Natalie, but
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The cast and crew of “Dark Place”, the latest film by Ludlow native Geno McGahee.

come to a conclusion that will
shock Debbie and the audi-
ence.

So, it ended and the audi-
ence stuck around for a lively
Q & A with McGahee taking
many questions about the
movie and answering ques-

DARK PLACES

“Dark Places” premiered on
March 14. The film can be
viewed on Tubi.

tions about his other produc-
tions as well.

“Dark Places” included
interesting music and made
good use of various Massa-
chusetts locales. It will be in-
teresting to see what McGa-
hee does next.

Many of the actors are part
of the production team, but
Rick Caride does a lot of work,
directing lighting among oth-
er duties and deserves men-
tion.

“Dark Places” is available
on the screaming platform
Tubi as are most of the previ-
ous Xposse productions.

FIRE » from page 1

lance.

Longmeadow Fire Depart-
ment, and National Ambu-

There were no civilian
injuries reported. One fire-
fighter was transported to
the hospital and is currently
in stable condition. The res-

The Agawam Fire Department responds to a large fire on Juniper Ridge Dr.

idence sustained significant
fire damage and is consid-
ered a total loss.

The Agawam Fire De-
partment is grateful for the
support of our mutual aid
partners. Our thoughts are
with the family affected by
this devastating loss.

The cause of the fire is be-

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

ing investigated by the Aga-
wam Fire Department, Aga-
wam Police Department,
and Massachusetts State
Police Troopers assigned to
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Fire Services.

The Agawam Fire De-
partment provided this re-
port.

W u“;l ;ﬁ.}] n 1

Tim, Charlie, and Danny at the NEFIRST District Event at Western New England University, explaining how the robot functions to
Agawam City Councilor Anthony Russo in the pit at the competition.

ROSIE & from page 1

Lead of design Kylie Hen-
ry shared a memory of their
win at the New England Dis-
trict Championships at the
Big E last year.

“One of the most exciting
things that I think has stood
out to us, and one of our big-
gest accomplishments, was
last year. We have never per-
sonally done that in the past.
Getting this big accomplish-
ment, I'm pretty sure even
now when talking about it,
we'e all like starstruck at ac-
tually being able to do that. It
was just so fantastic”

)
COMING
SOON,

Kylie has been mentor-
ing Haire on everything she
needs to know about the Im-
pact Award and the Woody
Flowers Award.

“The Impact Award is ba-
sically how, as a team, we've
impacted our community.
The Woody Flowers Award
is where the students on
the team will nominate one
mentor on the team that has
really shown excellence in
teaching us,” Kylie said.

Robbie Cooney, an AHS
freshman apart of the ma-
chining and scouting teams
shared why likes the Robot-
ics team.

Summer Activities & Vacation Destinations

“I like how, no matter
what happens, there’s al-
ways people that are going
have your back,” said Cooney.
“There’s always someone, if
something goes wrong, or
you need help, theyre going
be there and they’ll come
check on you and make sure
youre okay.”

Assistant Lead Owen El-
well, a junior at AHS, tells
us about the welcoming at-
mosphere Rosie creates, “My
favorite thing about robotics
is the environment that you
interact with, at like different
events. It’s all positive. It’s all
really nice unique connec-

tions”

Lead ofthe Software Team,
Eli Lukin, an AHS sophomore
tells us how gratifying being
apart of Rosie is, “T just really
enjoy seeing something that
I wrote get improved upon
and then actually being used
on our robot and seeing how
that thing I was able to write
actually helps us in a compe-
tition”

Assistant Lead of Rosie,
Jon Elwell says Rosie is fo-
cused on inclusivity.

“One of the biggest things
I try to push here is that ev-
eryone is welcome said
Elwell. “It doesn’'t matter if

PLACE YOUR AD IN NEW ENGLAND’S #1 SUMMER ACTIVITY GUIDE
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE (413) 283-8393

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
MAY 8, 2026

PUBLICATION DATE:
JUNE 2026

Distributed in ALL
12 Turley Community
Newspapers!

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The team, including Fidan, Tyler, Wendy Rua, Jacob, Racheal,
Kylie, Kassie, Lucas, Lydia, Dana Henry, Mario Rua, Bobby Taylor,
Madison, Charlie, Eli, Vincent, Owen, Dean, Matt, Tim, Connor,
Robbie, Danny, Jon Elwell, Jack Barry, Lynne Henry, and Nikki
License, celebrating winning the Innovation in Control Award at
the NEFIRST District Event at Western New England University.

youre coming in with disabil-
ities or if youre coming in as
the top of the class. Everyone
has a place and we want to
give everyone a chance to
showcase what they can do”
AHS senior, Matt Ed-
wards, is the lead of the ma-
chining team. His experience
of being this years driver,
“I know the materials and I
know what it’s made of, and
it’s like, I know how much
of a beating the robot can
take before it snaps.” He then
speaks to the evolution of
Rosie as a club, “Id say every-
thing’s constantly evolving.
We've spent the last five years

not only building robots but
trying to fine tune this team,
and we kind of try to turn it
into a functional business.
Every part is something
to learn. I'm always doing
something different”

This team has existed for
more than 20 years. They are
a core part of the AHS com-
munity, participating in Pep
Rally, and several fundrais-
ers throughout the year. This
year Rosie’s robot is named
Zulu. Rosie stands for recog-
nizing outstanding science
inspired education, and that
is exactly what this beloved
AHS team is doing.




April 9, 2026 1

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 1

Page 7

(% @turleysports

www.turleysports.com

SPORTS

[ Jacebook.com/turleysports

LACROSSE

LAX falls to Falcons

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM - If the Min-
nechaug Regional girls™ var-
sity lacrosse team can con-
tinue to perform like they did
in the first three games of the
regular season, it should be a
very successful spring.

The Falcons improved to
a perfect 3-0 after dispatch-
ing Valley Wheel League rival
Agawam, 11-4, on a gloomy
afternoon at Harmon A.
Smith Field in Agawam, last
Thursday.

“We've started the season
off strongly and I'm hoping
that we can keep it going,
said Minnechaug senior

tri-captain Aubrey Stacho-
wicz, who has been a mem-

e X*JL\‘-

—— -

ber of the girls’ varsity la-
crosse team since she was a
freshman. “I'm very excited
because this is our best start
since I've been a member of
the varsity team. Were hop-
ing to win a championship
title this year”

Under the direction of
first-year head coach Thom-
as Brennan, Minnechaug Re-
gional began the 2026 cam-
paign with home victories
against Amherst (15-1), and
East Longmeadow (12-10).

“I've watched these girls
play lacrosse during the past
couple of years, so I'm not
very surprised that we're 3-0,
said Brennan, who was an
assistant coach a year ago.
“We're still trying to put the
pieces together, but I'm very

e T

proud of how well the players
have performed so far this
season.’

Stachowicz contributed
a goal and two assists in the
Falcons first road game of
the season. She’s planning to
attend the University of Ala-
bama in the fall.

“The University of Ala-
bama has been my dream
school since I was in the sixth
grade,” said Stachowicz, who
has only played lacrosse in
high school. “They don’t have
a womens lacrosse team
there, but I'm planning to
try out for their club lacrosse
team. One of my teammates
will also be attending Ala-
bama.

Finnola Mahoney tries to make a pass inside.

Tessa Pszeniczny receives a pass.

Gianna Goodrow makes a pass

from behind the goal.

Makayla Rosario maneuvers

her way up the field.

Lily Charest attempts to block a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Olivia Govoni goes for a faceoff.

SOFTBALL

|
i
y

Payton Malanson
heads for
first base after

- Brownies lose slugfest %

in season opener

AGAWAM - On Monday afternoon,
the Agawam High School softball team
was defeated by Hampshire Regional in
a slugfest with 31 hits between the two
teams. Hampshire was powered by an
11-run sixth inning for a 21-10 win over
the Brownies. Agawam got a 5-for-5 day
from Payton Malanson with 4 RBI and
3 runs scored. Taylor Stairs and Kiley
Ryan had two hits each. The Brownies
are 0-1 on the season.

Taylor Stairs lifts a fly ball to the outfield.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Avery Gordon
sends a pitch
. to the plate.

Madison Georgina sends a throw

to first.

LACROSSE

Offense
gets going
In season
opening
win for
Brownies

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam High School boys la-
crosse team picked up its
first win of the season with
a 16-6 win over visiting
Westfield last Tuesday af-
ternoon.

Justin Lareau had the
big scoring game for the
Brownies with four goals.
But it was Casey Thomas
who led the team in points
with two goals and four as-
sists.

Brayden Federico, Liam
Grealis, Cam King, Brayden
Martin, and Jaden Holloway
all had two goals each for
the Brownies.

Agawam  scored 12
times in the first half while
limiting Westfield to just
three goals to have a com-
manding lead at the break.

In the win, Douglas
Mackinnon had 17 saves for
the Brownies.

Agawam, now 1-0, had
a long layoff and is back in
action on Friday, Apr. 10 at
home against East Long-
meadow. The Brownies
then face rival Minnechaug
on Monday, Apr. 13 at 5 p.m.

How to contact
the Sports Editor

Send all sports-re-
lated photos and infor-
mation to Sports Editor
Greg Scibelli at: sports@
turley.com or call (413)
283-8393.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x¥xxxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL HANDY-
MAN SERVICES. No job too small. Call
for all your household and property mainte-
nance needs. 413-563-6993.

ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENT

~Walker

Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

2026
TAX TIME

413-96

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

AUTHORIZED

Call For An
Appointment

PROVIDER

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

e ——
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PREPARATION SERVICE
413-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

., 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

iy
BBB

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOUSE CLEANING

Trusted HOUSE CLEANING
in Wilbraham.
10+ years experience, references available.
Reliable, detail-oriented service. Free esti-
mates. Call/Text [Livea/ 508.371-5445]
today!

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 1" 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 28 g 24 "
% B iznso | 26 Beogsam| 27 Beetzosa| 28 B a0
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Name: Phone:

Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard 1 VISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv

Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

BOATS

17 STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT.
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor.
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000.
Verne, 413-539-8246.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING
FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and
product manufacturing positions. Duties
include assisting with plant care, trimming,
cleaning, product manufacturing and other

general tasks within the facility.

Start Date: Within the next few weeks to
months

Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21
or older and eligible to work in the United
States. Background checks are required
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email
holyokewilds9@gmail.com
with their contact information
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.
For a full job description, please visit
www.norcrosswildlife.org
or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting
in landscape maintenance and installation
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape,
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

LAND WANTED

Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 |
founder@rainbow-meadow.org
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Schools & Youth

Gloria McLellan
Memorial Scholarship
applications available

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) have kicked
off their annual scholar-
ship fundraising program,
designed to be awarded to
high school and college stu-
dents from Western Massa-
chusetts who are pursuing
further education in Visual
Arts.

Deadline to apply for the
Gloria McLellan Memorial
Scholarship is May 1. Stu-
dents can apply at www.aga-
wamarts.com.

Anthony Nguyen of
Springfield, Sarah McDon-
ald of Longmeadow, and
Charles Santiago of Chicop-
ee were each awarded $1200
scholarships last year.

Public Notices

The scholarship is named
after Gloria McLellan, alocal
artist and one of the found-
ing members of ACAA.

Funds for the scholar-
ship are raised through the
ACAAs New England Mo-
saic Project, which has just
launched in local Western
Mass libraries. Through the
libraries, anyone can pick up
a blank canvas, apply art to
it, and return it by May 15.
The canvases become part
of a 24-foot Mosaic display.
The canvases are sold at two
events in August with net
proceeds going directly to
the scholarship.

Scholarships ~ will ~ be
awarded in June for the 2026
fall semester.

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0699EA
Estate of:
Frederick Blair
Date of Death: 03/13/2023
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of
Complete Settlement has been
filed by John J Ferriter of
Holyoke, MA requesting that
the court enter a formal Decree
of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final
account and other such relief as
may be requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
05/04/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court.

CWC
Scholarship
applications
available

AGAWAM - Application
forms for the Catholic Wom-
en’s Club of Agawam’s scholar-
ship are available. Applicants
must be a child or grandchild
of a club member and a grad-
uating high school senior. The
forms will be available at the
clubs monthly meetings in
March and April or at the St.
John the Evangelist Parish
Center office at 833 Main St.,
Agawam MA, Monday -Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Completed forms and all
requested information must
be returned by Apr. 30 to the
email or mailing address on
the application. No late appli-
cations will be accepted.

HOLYOKE Holyoke
Community College will
host an open house and free
community tasting event on
Wednesday, April 15, from 4
to 6 p.m. at the HCC MGM
Culinary Arts Institute, 164
Race St.

Visitors will be able tour
the state-of-the-art kitch-
ens at the college’s culinary
arts facility, sample dishes
prepared by culinary arts
students and faculty, learn
about the college’s culinary
arts certificate and associate
degree programs, noncred-
it job training and personal
enrichment classes, and play
Food Bash Bingo for a chance
to win prizes.

Visitors will have the
opportunity to talk to rep-
resentatives from HCC pro-

grams including: Admis-
sions, Marieb Adult Learner
Success Center, HCC Foun-
dation, Alumni Relations,
Thrive Center and Food Pan-
try, El Centro, ALANA Men
in Motion, and Jumpstart, as
well as personnel from area
community groups, includ-
ing Tech Foundry/Tech Hub,

United Way, Alzheimer’s
Organization, and Holyoke
Medical Center.

Staff from the HCC Ad-
missions office will also be on
hand to discuss enrollment
options, including MassEdu-
cate and MassReconnect, the
state programs for free com-
munity college.

In 2021, HCC placed
50th among the Best Culinary
Schools in America, a list that
also includes such esteemed

HCC Culinary Arts program hosting
April 15 open house, free tasting

schools as the Culinary Insti-
tute of America. HCC’s culi-
nary program ranked third in
New England after Johnson &
Wales in Providence, R.I. and
Southern Maine Communi-
ty College in Portland. Best
Choice Schools cited HCC
for the quality of its one-year
certificate and two-year asso-
ciate of arts in science degree
programs in culinary arts, as
well as its 20,000 square-foot
culinary arts facility, which
opened in downtown Holy-
oke in 2018.

The HCC MGM Culinary
Arts Institute is equipped
with four modern kitchens,
a bakery, hotel lab, and stu-
dent-run dining room.

For more information visit
hcc.edu/culinary or send an
email to CAl@hcc.edu.

Date: March 30, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/09/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
HAMPDEN, Div.
Probate & Family Court Dept.
HD26E0008PP

To Deborah A. Davignon, of
Hampden County, Brian J Mur-
phy, of Gallatin County (MT),
Dennis G. Murphy, of Hamp-
den County, Yolanda Murphy, of
Hampden County, and to all oth-
er persons interested.

A petition has been present-
ed to said Court by Paul D.
Murphy, of Hampden County,
representing that they hold as
tenants-in-common in an undi-
vided part or share of land lying
in Feeding Hills, in the County of
Hampden, setting forth that they
desire that all of said land may
be sold at private sale or public
auction for not less than Three
Hundred and Eleven Thousand
Dollars ($311,000.00), and pray-
ing that partition may be made of
all the land aforesaid according
to law, and to that end that a com-
missioner be appointed to make
such partition and be ordered to
make sale and conveyance of all,
or any part of said land which
the Court finds cannot be advan-
tageously divided either at pri-
vate sale or public auction, and
be ordered to distribute the net
proceeds thereof after full adju-
dication of the equitable claims
contained in said petition and
supplemental memorandum filed
with the Court.

If you desire to object thereto,
you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection
in said Court at Springfield on or

before 10:00 AM. on the return
date of April 27th, 2026.
Witness, Claudine T. Stou-
demire, First Justice of said
Court, this 2nd day of March
2026.
Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register
03/26, 04/02, 04/9/2026

AGAWAM ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

The Agawam Zoning Board
of Appeals will conduct a public
hearing on Monday, April 27,
2026 at 7PM for all parties inter-
ested in the request of Longbrook
Estates Condominium Trust,
which is seeking a Variance from
the Town of Agawam’s Zoning
Ordinance, Ch. 180-29 (C) to
allow “Building 39”, which pre-
viously had been found to be in
violation of the required setback
to remain at the premises iden-
tified as Unit 304 and Unit 305
Longbrook Estates, 1485 Suff-
ield Street.

Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson

Agawam Zoning
Board of Appeals
04/02, 04/09/2026

AGAWAM ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

As allowed under the Town of
Agawam’s Charter, Section 2-8,
Paragraph C and M.G.L Ch. 40A,
Section 8, notice is hereby given
that the Agawam Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a public
hearing at the Agawam Senior
Center, 954 Main St., Agawam,
MA. on Monday, April 27, at
6:30PM for all parties interest-
ed in Longbrook Estates Con-
dominium Trust’s appeal of the
Inspector of Buildings denial for
a building permit for repairs to

Building 39.
Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson
Agawam Zoning
Board of Appeals
04/02, 04/09/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0716EA
Estate of:
Stephen D Prew
Date of Death: 02/26/2026
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Nancy D Murphy of Agawam,
MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Nancy D Murphy of Agawam,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 04/30/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but

Sports
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That will be Ava Luszcz,
who’s also a senior tri-cap-
tain.

Luszcz anchors the de-
fensive unit, along with
sophomore Oksana Do-
bronski, sophomore Kend-
all Placzek, and junior Ava
Scatolini.

The Falcons’ other senior
tri-captain is Nolah McCon-
nell, who didn’t play in the
game against the Brownies
because of an injury. She’s
planning to play lacrosse at
Worcester State University.

The Brownies (0-2), who
won their first meeting
against Minnechaug a year
ago, suffered an 11-10 non-
league loss at Tantasqua Re-
gional in their first game of
this season.

Agawam head coach
Taylor DeGeorge praised
the performance of senior
tri-captain Lucia LaRocque
defensively.

“We're a very young team
this year, but Lucia con-
trolled our defense very
well,” DeGeorge said. “When
you play defense for more
the 75 percent of the time,

youre going to get tired.”

Agawam’s other two se-
nior tri-captains are Makay-
la Rosario, and Finnola Ma-
honey.

Last Thursday’s contest
was scoreless for the first
eight minutes of the open-
ing quarter.

Minnechaug junior So-
phia Kozub finally broke the
ice by scoring the first of her
three goals with 3:44 left in
the quarter.

Junior Caelan Luszcz,
who assisted on Kozub’s
goal, netted an unassisted
goal a minute later giving
the Falcons a 2-0 advantage.

“Scoring the two goals
in the first period gave us
the momentum,” Stacho-
wicz said. “It’s always very
important to take the lead
in every game. We do have
a very strong offense this
year.

With 6:04 left in the first
half, the Brownies cut their
deficit in half following a
free position goal by Rosa-
rio.

Then three consecutive
goals from Luszcz, Kozub,
and sophomore Peyton Lee
extended the Falcons lead

to 5-1 with a little more than
two minutes left in the sec-
ond quarter.

The duo of Kozub and
Lee finished with hat-tricks,
while Luszcz added two
goals.

The Brownies second
goal was scored by soph-
omore Bella Santaniello,
whos older sister, Hope,
was an All-American soccer
player in high school.

Santaniello’s goal was as-
sisted by junior Gianna Go-
odrow.

After holding a 6-2 half-
time lead, Minnechaug out-
scored Agawam, 4-0, during
the third quarter.

The Falcons’ first two
goals of the second half
were scored by sophomores
Lillian Sergienko and Anna
Taylor. Kozub scored her
third goal of the match with
4:37 left in the quarter be-
fore Stachowicz’s goal gave
the visiting team a com-
manding 10-2 advantage en-
tering the final twelve min-
utes of the contest.

With no shot clock, the
Falcons took their time
whenever they held posses-
sion of the ball during the

final quarter.

Lee fired a shot into the
cage with 2:37 left in regu-
lation.

The Brownies responded
with goals by Santaniello
and Rosario during the last
two minutes, but the out-
come had already been de-
termined at that point.

Agawam will be looking
to split the rivalry series for
the second consecutive year
when they travel to Wilbra-
ham on April 27.
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a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE

(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 02, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/09/2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF AGAWAM
FY’27 SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT BUDGET

Agawam — In accordance with
the provisions of Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 71, Sec-
tion 38N, the Agawam School
Committee will hold a public
hearing on the proposed school
department budget for Fiscal

Year 2027.

The hearing will take place on
Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at 7:00
p-m. in the Agawam Junior High
School Auditorium, located at
1305 Springfield Street, Feeding
Hills, MA. All interested persons
shall be given an opportunity to
be heard in regard to the pro-
posed budget.

Copies of the proposed budget
will be available to the public at
least 48 hours prior to the hearing
at the following locations:

Superintendent’s Office: Aga-
wam Junior High School, 1305
Springfield Street

Town Clerk’s Office: Agawam
Town Hall, 36 Main Street

Agawam Public Library: 750
Cooper Street

Agawam School Committee
04/09, 04/16/26

AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING

The Agawam City Council
Administrative Sub-Committee
will conduct a Public Hearing on
TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2026 at
6:30PM, at the Agawam Senior
Center Hall Seminar Hall, 954
Main Street, Agawam, MA, on
an Western Massachusetts Elec-
tric Company petition for per-
mission to install and maintain
underground lines near the area
of Wilbert Terrace, Feeding Hills
and could include installation
of manholes, wires, cables and
fixtures, including the necessary
sustaining and protect fixtures
along and across the property.
This petition is available by con-
tacting the City Council Office,
36 Main Street, Agawam, MA
or by emailing bbard @agawam.
ma.us.

Robert E. Rossi, Chair

Administrative Sub-Committee
04/02, 04/09/2026
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A display at the Agawam Historical and Fire House Museum.
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Many of the members of the Agawam Historical Society were in attendance on Saturday to support the museum including, President
David Cecchi, Treasurer Katy Krause, Secretary Carolyn Cortis, Director Raymond Pond, Bruce Cortis, and Sue Scantlen.
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Another display in the Fire House section at the Agawam Historical
and Fire House Museum.
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Cecchi shared why it’s so
important to the association
that the museum remains
free to access, “People are
fairly generous with the do-
nations. Part of the reason,
you know, it’s free. We want
it to be accessible. We don't
want that to be a barrier at
all”

Although there are not
currently any new exhibits at
the Agawam Historical and
Fire House Museum, Cecchi
explained that this is because
each of the current exhibits
has so many artifacts to offer
and so much information at-
tached to them.

Coming up on the Fourth
of July is America’s 250th

birthday. Agawam Histori-
cal Society has been having
events throughout the year
to lead up to this celebration
and Cecchi shared with us a

& .
House

Museum

I'm a firm believer that
if you’re passionate about something, do it.
And so, | enjoy learning how to learn that
history and share it was other people.”

— Agawam Historical Association Treasurer Katy Krause
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The Fire House Museum opened up last weekend.

preview of what the associa-
tion has planned to celebrate
the birth of our country,
“Were having a big Fourth
of July event. The 25 Conti-
nental is gonna be having
an encampment. The Green
Valley Homestead reenacting
group is gonna have people
there. Were doing a recital
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. We're doing a bell
ringing at 2 o'clock. WeTe
also doing a time capsule on
the Fourth of July”

Cecchi and Agawam His-
torical Association Treasurer
Katy Krause talked about why
they enjoy being a part of the
association. Cecchi tells us,
“Ilove the research. Ilove the
stories. I just love finding in-
formation. Because Agawam,
in my opinion, didn't really
value its history for a long
time. It was just kind of, not
really a bigissue. Some towns
really embrace their heritage
and history, and Agawam
didn’t really seem to do that.
I think that the attendance
we've had over a thousand
people at our events over the
past two years. I think that

shows that people are inter-
ested in the history”

‘I am very passionate
about history and genealogy.
They go hand in hand. I'm a
firm believer that if youre
passionate about something,
do it. And so, I enjoy learning
how to learn that history and
share it was other people;
says Krause.

Many members of the
association were at the mu-
seum Saturday to support
the museum by providing di-
rections and information to
guests as well as running the
gift shop located in the fire
house section of the muse-
um on the lower level. Atten-
dance was high with many
community members mak-
ing an appearance to show
their interest in our town’s
history. Passion for our town’s
history is important for both
members of the Agawam
Historical Association and
members of the community
to keep the museum up and
going. For more information
about Agawam Historical As-
sociation visit, The Agawam
Historical Association.
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Agawam Historical Society Treasurer Katy Krause working at the
gift shop at the Agawam Historical and Fire House Museum.

Display in the Marlyin P. Curry Room at the Agawam Historical and
Fire House Museum.
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Display in the Marylin P. Curry Room at the Agawam Historical and
Fire House Museum.
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