
Phone: 413.283.8393   •   Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews   •   Email: aan@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

April 16, 2026   ❙   Vol. 48,  No. 7 ❙   $1.00 www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

ADVERTISER NEWS
AGAWAM

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – After one of 
the three Republicans look-
ing to unseat incumbent Gov. 
Maura Healey touched down 
in Ludlow, another one made 
an appearance here in Aga-
wam.

A few weeks ago, Brian 
Shortsleeve appeared at an 
event hosted by Partners 
Restaurant.

Shortsleeve spoke to a 
gathering of approximately 
50 guests at the event about 
why he should have the op-

portunity to run for the top 
seat in the state against 
Healey.

Shortsleeve was joined by 
his proposed running mate, 
Shawn Oliver. Michael Mi-
nogue and Mike Kennealy are 
also running in the primary.

Shortsleeve is the MBTA’s 
chief administrator. He told 
the crowd the state is “des-
perate need” of new leader-
ship and believes he is the 
right person to lead the state.

He talked about the cur-
rent bloat in the state budget 
and believes it has ballooned 
out of control, having grown 

by $17 billion in the past four 
years under Healey.

Healey succeeded Char-
lie Baker, a Republican, af-
ter Baker chose not to run 
for a third term. Baker had 
guided the state through the 
COVID-19 pandemic, then 
Healey, the former Attorney 
General, was elected.

Shortsleeve pledged to cut 
all the wasteful spending in 
the state government’s bud-
get. He also said he would 
work to cut fees that were 
making electric bills rise, 
and even pledged to remove 
mandated fees from all util-

ity bills on day one of being 
elected.

Shortsleeve and Oliver 
spoke to the group on a va-
riety of topics, including pot-
holes, education, and state-
wide housing.

He went as far as to pro-
pose eliminating the stretch 
energy code to help encour-
age more contractors to 
build. He also proposed sus-
pending the Environmental 
Policy Act. 

In terms of education, 
while the state has eliminat-
ed MCAS testing as a gradua-
tion requirement, it has failed 

to come up with a replace-
ment to measure a student’s 
fitness to graduate from high 
school. Shortsleeve said he 
was in favor of finding anoth-
er method to measure a stu-
dent’s achievement.

Visits to Western Massa-
chusetts have often been a 
source of contention when 
electing a governor. Massa-
chusetts has often been a 
tail of two halves, with the 
Western and sometimes 
Central part of the state for-
gotten by state legislators 
and the executive branch. 
Elected governors and the 

major of legislators have 
come from the eastern part 
of Massachusetts, which has 
the most densely populated 
areas while Western Mass. is 
diverse in area and also has 
less of the population living 
there. Residents on this side 
of the state look for candi-
dates who pledge to include 
Western Mass. in their plans 
to govern.

Healey is running for 
re-election and does not, at 
this time, have a primary 
challenger. The three Repub-
lican candidates will run in a 
primary election on Sept. 1.

Republican candidate for governor makes local appearance

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM – Agawam Se-
nior Center hosted its first 
ever senior prom on Friday, 
April 10. About 100 seniors 
were in attendance. Regis-
tration was required; tickets 
were ten dollars per per-
son, or fifteen per couple. 
Agawam High’s Acceptance 
Community Trust, A.C.T, 
club volunteered at the 
event. Handing out roses at 
the door was Mayor Johnson, 
Senior Center Director Cin-
dy Sullivan, and City Coun-
cil member Anthony Russo. 
The theme of the prom was 
Hollywood. Leading into the 
building was a red carpet 
that went through the en-
trance, leading to the dining 
room. Gold curtains covered 
the windows, and film clap-
pers were set up as center 
pieces, tying the theme to-
gether throughout the whole 

room.
Sullivan about how this 

event came to fruition.
“The idea originated from 

a few Seniors who were 
talking about how they nev-
er attended their Senior 
Prom in High School or with 
their current spouse,” Sulli-
van said. “We had help from 
a student named Isabella 
Iannarella who was looking 
for some volunteer hours to 
become a candidate to the 
National Honor Society at 
Agawam High School. She 
was speaking to her friend, 
John Atkins, who was part 
of A.C.T. at Agawam High 
School another volunteer 
group and he reached out to 
me. He asked if his group of 
peers could help with prom 
the night of the event, and I 
said sure.  Isabella and John 
became the students in 
charge of organizing the vol-

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - On Saturday, 
April 11 at 9 a.m. the Agawam 
Public Library Walking group 
met at Robinson State Park. 
The group is lead by Agawam 
Public Library Adult Services 
Library Associate, Kristen 
Frost. Walking groups are a 
fantastic resource for adults 
offered by many libraries and 
senior centers. They allow 
attendees to exercise whilst 
enjoying nature and forming 
connections and friendships 
with the others in the group. 
It’s a great way to make new 
friends, meet people in the 
community, and stay healthy.

Frost explained the ori-
gins of the walking group.

“One of my roles at the 
library is to offer program-
ming for adults. I am always 
looking for ways to help 
adults in our community 
connect with one another 
and with the library. Also, 
personally I am a big propo-
nent of health and wellness 
activities, so you will see 
many programs at the library 
that incorporate that angle. 
The walking group was born 
out of another program that I 
offered last spring, which was 

a Couch to 5K program. Lots 
of folks signed up to be part 
of the Couch to 5K group, 
but after we got a few weeks 
in, many of them preferred 
walking to running. One of 
our patrons actually suggest-
ed having a walking group, so 
I started one in September of 
2025. We meet once a month 
on a Saturday morning at 
various parks throughout 
Agawam and Feeding Hills. I 
try to vary the location each 
month. We meet throughout 
the fall and then we general-
ly skip January and February, 
although this year I had a 
“resolution walk” in Janu-
ary, then we pick back up in 
March and continue through 
May-June. Registration is 
required, but only so that I 
know how many people to 
expect. If someone shows up 
without registering, they of 
course are welcome to join 
in.”

Frost then shared the im-
portance of creating a space 
for people to connect with 
each other, themselves, and 
nature.

“The Agawam Public Li-
brary Walking Group defi-

Students in the Child Development classes at AHS crated 
projects about toddler milestones. Students studies young 
characters from pop culture and evaluated the physical, 
intellectual, emotional, and social milestones for each. They 
also understood how caregivers can support toddlers gaining 
independence.

Child Development 
students share milestones

APL Walking Group’s mission 
of wellness and connection
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 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$288
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
4/16/26-4/22/264/16/26-4/22/26

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................
 

USDA INSP. 

CHICKEN PARMASEAN 
MINI EMPANADA 9 OZ ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399

ea

USDA INSP. PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .......................

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

ea

$139
lb

lb
$1699

USDA INSP.
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA ....
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$333

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

lb

lb
$399

$349

75¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
LOIN END or RIB END ROAST .....

$199
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$217

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF NECK BONES .............
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH ................

SOUP’S ON!
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

$659
lb

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAK

$399

ea

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAKS
$999

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

 

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

AGAWAM – For a lim-
ited time, Cooper’s Gifts, 
Apparel, Home of Agawam, 
Mass., is accepting profes-
sional attire donations for 
Dress for Success of West-
ern Massachusetts and Suit 
Up Springfield. 

Both causes request 
i n t e r v i e w - a p p r o p r i a t e 
women’s and men’s cloth-
ing, shoes and accessories. 
Items will be collected at 
Cooper’s now through April 
30. “We invite everyone to 
spring clean their closets 
and change a life,” said Kate 
Gourde, owner of Cooper’s 
Gifts, Apparel, Home.

Donations must be like 
new, clean and on hangers. 
All professional attire is wel-
come, but casual clothing 
will not be accepted. “Just 
ask yourself ‘Would I wear 
this to an interview?’ If the 
answer is ‘yes,’ Dress for 
Success and Suit Up Spring-
field can put it to good use,” 
Gourde said.

The mission of Dress 
for Success (DFS) is to em-
power women to achieve 
economic independence by 
providing a network of sup-
port, professional attire and 

development tools to help 
them thrive in work and in 
life. They provide each cli-
ent with professional attire 
to secure employment, but 
they are about much more 
than simply a new outfit. Be-
sides physically equipping 
the client with apparel and 
accessories, their programs 
furnish her with a confi-
dence that she carries for-
ever and the knowledge that 
she can actively define her 
life, the direction she takes 
and what success means to 
her. 

Suit Up Springfield (SUS) 
is a community organiza-
tion focused on providing 
the men of Springfield with 
professional attire. Their 
goal is to help everyone find 
a suit that will give them the 
confidence, knowledge and 
tools to help them become 
a successful member of our 
community. Both organi-
zations have boutiques in 
downtown Springfield.

 “We have held clothing 
drives for years; our cus-
tomers consider it a conve-
nience. Especially for people 
west of the river, it’s easier 
to bring donations here, and 

we are open 7 days a week,” 
Gourde said. Items may be 
brought to the shop anytime 
during the month of April. 
Cooper’s is located at 161 
Main St., Agawam, Mass., 
and is open daily 10am-
5pm, Saturdays 10am-4pm 
and Sundays 12-4pm. 

 “This drive coincides 
with Dress for Success as 
our April Round-Up char-
ity; so, it’s the perfect time 
to spread the word about 
their mission and really 
help them out,” Gourde said. 
Each month Gourde choos-
es a local charity to receive 
the profits of the store’s 
Round-Up Program through 
which customers are invited 
to round up their purchase 
total to the nearest dollar 
amount. Gourde will then 
match 50% of the total col-
lected. The program has do-
nated more than $67,000 to 
local organizations since its 
inception in 2014. More in-
formation on the Round Up 
program and how to nomi-
nate a charity may be found 
on Cooper’s website www.
coopersgifts.com/round-
up/. 

AGAWAM – Here are 
some upcoming activities 
happening at the Agawam 
Senior Center. Some require 
registration or confirmation. 
Information in the details 
below:

April Vacation is here
Bring your Grandchildren 

to the Senior Center to enjoy 
some fun activities:

Tuesday: Apr. 21 Ice 
Cream Social in the Din-
ing Room at 12:15 p.m. with 
Chair Volleyball at 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, Apr. 23 at 1 p.m. 
Join us for Magician ED THE 
WIZARD. Call Kristina to 
sign up 413-726-2836

Your Care Your Choice: 
A Guide to Advanced Care 
Planning

Wednesday, Apr. 22 at 1 
p.m. in the Dining Room

Greater Springfield Se-
nior Services will offer a 
free, one-hour presenta-

tion called Your Care, Your 
Choice: A Guide to Advanced 
Care Planning on Wed. April 
22, 2026 @ 1pm – 2pm.  The 
goals are to inform people 
18 years and older about the 
importance of planning for 
their healthcare now and 
in the future if they are ever 
unable to speak for them-
selves. Discussing the essen-
tial documents and how to 
complete them. Exploring 
how to start this important 
conversation with your loved 
ones and your medical team. 
These Advanced Care Plan-
ning goals are important for 
your health and your peace 
of mind. Light refreshments 
will be served, and all par-
ticipants will receive a free 
copy of the Honoring Choic-
es toolkit, which includes all 
the relevant Massachusetts 
forms. Space is limited to 12 
participants, and registration 
is required. Please see staff to 
sign up; however, if you have 

any questions related to the 
course, please contact Leno-
ra Johnson at 413-781-8800 
ext. 1385.

Stroke Support Group 
Thursday, Apr. 23 at 10 

a.m.
“Hello everyone my name 

is Carol Swenor and I had a 
stroke 42 years ago, I am here 
today I believe in the power 
of credit and sheer experi-
ence. Living with the effects 
of a stroke can be challeng-
ing, but none of us have to 
face it alone. This group is 
a place to support one an-
other, learn from each other 
and remind ourselves that 
we are more than our stroke. 
I have volunteered at Mercy 
Hospital for over 15 years, 
while I ran a support group 
for stroke victims it was very 
successful. I hope you will 
join me on Thursday, Apr. 23 
at 10 a.m. Please call 413-726-
2836 to register.

AGAWAM – A group of 
local eldercare agencies 
and facilities is sponsoring 
“Nacho Average Wellness,” 
Thursday, May 7 from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m.at Heritage Woods, 
464 Main St., Agawam.

The event is designed to 
offer caregivers and profes-
sionals time to step away 
from their busy lives, recon-
nect with themselves, and 
connect with others, ac-

cording to Chantal Bernard, 
founder of Chanda Care, 
one of the sponsors.

The featured topic of the 
evening is “Don’t be a Burnt 
Taco: How to Come Back to 
Yourself,” with a focus on 
conversation around sim-
ple, practical ways for care-
givers to reduce stress and 
prevent burnout.

Margaritas, including a 
non-alcoholic option, will 

be available along with a 
taco bar and other light 
bites. In addition, guests 
will be able to enter a raffle 
for a wellness basket valued 
at $100.

The event is sponsored 
by Chanda Care, Chanda’s 
House, Brookhaven Hos-
pice, and Heritage Woods. 
There is no charge to attend. 
R.S.V.P. to tiffany.lagacy.gen-
esishcc.com.

AGAWAM – The annual 
May Banquet for the Catho-
lic Women’s Club of Agawam 
will be held on Wednesday, 
May 20 at Storrowtown 
Tavern in West Springfield, 
MA. It will begin with a so-
cial time at 6 p.m. and the 
buffet will be served at 6:30 
p.m. The menu will consist 

of fruit and cheese platter/
veggie and dip platter, sal-
ad, bread and butter, pota-
toes, seasonal vegetables, 
Chicken Francaise, Yankee 
pot roast, broiled scrod, tea, 
coffee and dessert ice cream 
puff. The price is $38 per 
person and checks payable 
to CWC can be placed in the 

St. John the Evangelist’s col-
lection baskets at Mass or 
mailed to Paula Raiche, 181 
Leonard St., Agawam, MA 
01001, no later than May 
10. There will be no refunds. 
The club’s monthly business 
meeting and annual meet-
ing will follow the dinner.

AGAWAM – Feline Friends 
Inc. Cat Sanctuary Donation 
Drive is happy to announce 
that we will be holding a 
donation drive on Saturday, 
Apr. 18 at 47 North Westfield 
Street in Feeding Hills. The 
Community Grange #382 at 
that address is conducting a 
vendor craft supply sale on 
that date from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

We are incredibly grateful 
for the response to our ap-
peal for help with supplies. 
We have received packages 
at the professional office at 
532 Springfield St. (at the 
corner of Cleveland St.) in 
Feeding Hills and at the Aga-
wam Public Library. Finan-
cial donations have arrived 
by check at P.O. Box 174, 

Feeding Hills 01030 as well as 
PayPal: @FelineFriendsRaf-
fle. Venmo: @Feline-Friends.  
Please include name/contact 
information with donation if 
you would like an acknowl-
edgement. Venmo donations 
do not provide addresses or 
email information. 

We appreciate every sin-
gle donation. Local pick up is 
available by calling 786-5019.

Thank you to our gener-
ous recent donors: Barbara 
Ledger in memory of her 
sister Fran Baird, Gricelle 
Cruz in memory of her dear 
cats, Joanne D’Aurizio, Ida 
and Robert Shultz, Judy Clini, 
Judy and Steve Yaryrnowicz 
in memory of their 5 cats, 
Linda Fletcher and Poppy, 
Wendi Burton, Eva Recchia, 

Cheryl and Carl Kaufman, 
Denise Broderick, Kevin 
Widmer, Karen Davis, Katie 
Heald, Valerie Schumacher, 
Joanne Lamson as well as a 
grant from Fidelity Charita-
ble Foundation. 

Feline Friends Inc. is a 
community-based, nonprof-
it sanctuary that does not 
discriminate against any cat 
based on age, gender or dis-
ability.

More information about 
our sanctuary may be found 
on our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Face-
book page at Feline Friends 
Cat Sanctuary. Contact us 
with questions at info@
felinefriendsinc.org or by 
phone at 413-786-5019.

AGAWAM – Turn your 
home’s clutter into cash. 
Guest Speaker, Raymond 
Rose, will teach you simple 
ways to declutter your home 
including:

- the smart process to 
eliminate clutter

- how to use Facebook & 
eBay to sell your items

- get rid of unused items 
using a “curb alert”

- got collectables you 
want to sell?

- understanding estate 
sales

- the best places to do-
nate your goods.

Bring a friend - it will be 
fun.

The event will be held 
Tuesday, Apr. 21 at 1 p.m. 
at Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main Street. Walk-in’s 
are welcome - or save your 
seat by calling Kristina 
Lynch at Senior Center at 
413.821.0604.

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) is inviting 
artists and artisans to partic-
ipate in its Sixth Annual Pio-
neer Valley Art Festival.

The Art Festival will be 
held on Friday, Aug. 21, and 
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Pol-
ish American Club in Feeding 
Hills. Show hours are from 2 
to 8 p.m. on Friday, and from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. 

The ACAA is encouraging 
artists, artisans, and writ-
ers to submit their work for 
review. Among the artistic 
mediums included are water-
color, acrylic, oil, mixed me-

dia, sculpture, photography, 
ceramic, stained glass, wood, 
fashion, textile, and jewelry.

All work must be original 
and handmade by the artist 
or artisan, of professional 
quality. Prints and giclees 
will be accepted. 

No kits, food, soap, can-
dles, or AI-generated work 
will be accepted.

Tent space is available on 
the paved parking lot for $50.

Students from any area 
high school are accepted free 
of charge, and must have a 
tent set up.

The Pioneer Valley Art 
Festival is highly promoted 

through local TV stations; 
Agawam Media Channel 
15 and 1074HD; Agawam 
Cultural Council website; 
newspapers; town forums; 
Mailchimp; the ACAA web-
site, www.agawamarts.com; 
and the ACAA Facebook 
page, that has over 850 fol-
lowers. 

The week before the fes-
tival, there will be over 20 
street signs placed around 
Agawam. 

Further information, in-
cluding registration forms, 
can be obtained by contact-
ing Ceil Rossi at email: to-
carefree2@hotmail.com.

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Garden Club is planning its 
annual plant sale for Satur-
day, May 30. This year’s event 
will be held at the Historical 
Thomas Smith House, 251 
North West Street, Feeding 
Hills and will run from 9 a.m. 

to 12 noon. The sale will in-
clude many perennials and 
shrubs all from members 
gardens and all a bargain. Be-
cause the plants are all grown 
locally in members gardens 
they are well acclimated to 
the area. Proceeds from the 

sale go towards funding the 
club’s scholarship and pro-
viding educational programs 
for the year.  

Please check the club’s 
website for further informa-
tion. agawamgardenclub.
com

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Congregational Church is 
having a Mother’s Day Plant 
Sale to be held on May 9 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  
Come bright and early for 
the best blooms.  We will 

have over 50 hanging plants, 
hypertufa planters with se-
dums, annuals, perrenials, 
bulbs, hostas, hypertufa 
lady bugs, pine cone flowers 
that last forever.   

If you have a garage or 

basement full of old pots 
(any size) and you want to 
get rid of them this is the 
time.  Drop them off outside 
the back door of the church, 
745 Main St. Agawam. 

Agawam Garden Club plans annual plant sale

Cooper’s accepting men and women’s 
professional attire donations 

Catholic Women’s Club Banquet May 20

‘Nacho Average Wellness’ event at Heritage Woods

Clutter seminar at Agawam Senior Center

ACC to hold Mother’s Day Plant Sale

Senior Center announces some 
upcoming activities

Feline Friends holding next fundraiser this weekend

Agawam Community Artists and Artisans ‘Call for Art’
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE

For License To Carry Permit
$140

Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz

muscione@hotmail.com

Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire
DEFENSE ATTORNEY

1380 Main Street, Suite 201
Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168
(Se Habla Español, preguntar por Marisol)

anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

From Custom Design 
Landscaping And Hardscapes 

To Dumpster Rentals and More – 
WE DO IT ALL!

Full Landscape Service Specializing In: 
Hardscapes Brick Paver 

and Patio & Retaining Walls.
 Lawn Maintenance 
 Roll-Off Dumpsters 

10yard, 15 Yard And 20 Yards
 Mulch & Stone

Spring and Fall Cleanups

Agawam, MA
(413) 786-4392 • zymrozinc.com

Landscape Experts Serving Western MA and Northern CT

Subscribe to 
the Agawam 

Advertiser News 
online at 
agawam

advertisernews.
turley.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

HOLYOKE — The Taber 
Art Gallery at Holyoke Com-
munity College and the HCC 
Visual Art Department are 
presenting the annual Stu-
dent Art Exhibition Mon-
day, April 13, through Friday, 
May 1, with a reception and 
awards ceremony April 16 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
gallery.  

The exhibition features 
artwork created by HCC stu-
dents from more than 50 vi-
sual art classes during the 
2025-2026 academic year, in-
cluding painting, two-dimen-
sional and three-dimensional 
design, basic drawing, still 
photography, ceramics, digi-
tal imaging and design, figure 
drawing, animation, digital 
photography, illustration, mo-
tion graphics, printmaking, 

and typography.
The exhibition reflects all 

the artwork done in studio 
classes during the academic 
year. Faculty members select 
the pieces and install them, 
giving art students the op-
portunity to see their work 
displayed in a professional 
gallery. 

The April 16 reception also 
includes the Excellence in Vi-
sual Art Awards presentation, 
which recognizes the best 
student artwork of the year 
in various categories, as se-
lected by the visual art faculty. 
Attendees are encouraged to 
dress creatively, as an award 
will also be presented for best 
costume.

“I’m thrilled to welcome 
the Holyoke community to 
join us for the 2026 HCC 

Student Art Exhibition,” said 
Taber Director Rachel Rush-
ing. “In particular, the open-
ing reception is always a 
highlight of the year as we cel-
ebrate the hard work of the vi-
sual art classes and announce 
the student award winners.” 

Student artwork will be 
displayed in the Taber Art 
Gallery, as well as in the dis-
play cases outside the HCC 
Library, along the third-floor 
corridor of the Fine and Per-
forming Arts Building, and 
in the Media Arts Center on 
the third floor of the Campus 
Center. 

The Taber Art Gallery, lo-
cated off the lobby of the HCC 
Library on the second floor of 
the HCC Donahue Building, 
is free and open to the public 
Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. during regular 
school sessions.

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College is host-
ing a day dedicated to pro-
moting mental health and 
wellness on Wednesday, 
April 29. 

“Fresh Check Day” will 
run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
the HCC Courtyard.  

This innovative program, 
developed by the Connecti-
cut-based Jordan Porco 
Foundation, is designed to 
bring together the campus 
community to “check in” on 
the mental health and well-
ness of college students. The 
event is free and open to all. 

Organized by the Office 
of the Dean of Student Ex-
perience and HCC Student 
Engagement, with support 
from other campus partners 
and student clubs, Fresh 
Check Day will transform 
the HCC Courtyard into a 
vibrant expo-like setting 
with interactive exhibits, 
food prizes, giveaways – and 
friendly puppies.

“Student well-being is an 

essential part of the overall 
student experience at Holy-
oke Community College,” 
said Julissa Colón, HCC 
dean of student experience. 
“By increasing awareness 
of mental health resources 
and creating opportunities 
for connection, we remind 
students that they are sup-
ported not only academi-
cally but as whole people 
throughout their time here.”

Highlights include in-
teractive exhibits and ac-
tivities designed to educate 
and engage students on 
mental health topics, such 
as stress management, anx-
iety, depression, and suicide 
prevention; community 
engagement opportunities 
where students can connect 
with their peers and to cam-
pus resources in a positive, 
community-focused envi-
ronment; and prizes and 
giveaways.

The Jordan Porco Foun-
dation is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit based in Wethers-

field, Conn. It was founded 
in 2011 by Ernie and Marisa 
Porco after they lost their 
son Jordan to suicide when 
he was a freshman in col-
lege.

The goal of Fresh Check 
Day is to create an ap-
proachable and hopeful 
environment for discussing 
mental health and support-
ing student wellness. 

“Many of our students 
are navigating compet-
ing responsibilities and 
an increasingly complex 
world,” said Colón. “Events 
like Fresh Check Day help 
strengthen a campus cul-
ture where students feel 
seen, valued, and encour-
aged to reach out.” 

In the event of rain, the 
event will be held inside, on 
the second floor of the HCC 
Campus Center. 

Fore more details about 
Fresh Check Day at HCC, 
please contact Julissa Colón 
at 413-552-2508 or jcolon@
hcc.edu

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Congregational Church will 
hold a huge tag sale on Fri-
day, Apr. 10 and Saturday, 
Apr. 11 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

ACC is located at 745 Main 
St. They will have something 
for everyone. Expect sports 
cards, clothing and acces-
sories, toys and games, 

books, holiday decorations, 
puzzles, kitchen and other 
household items, and much 
more. Vendor tables are 
available for $25.

WESTFIELD – Join us for a 
magical opening weekend at 
Stanley Park’s Whimsical Fairy 
Walk, where creativity and the 
beauty of nature come togeth-
er in an enchanting outdoor 
experience. This family-friend-
ly event invites visitors of all 
ages to stroll through the 
Woodland Wildflower Gar-
den, where charming fairy 
houses line the path and lead 
to the Enchanted Oak Tree.

Handcrafted by dedicat-
ed volunteer builders, these 
whimsical fairy and gnome 
homes are made from natu-
ral materials, encouraging a 
deeper appreciation for nature 
while sparking imagination 
and wonder.

Guests can enjoy delicious 

offerings from The Pit Stop 
BBQ and What’s Your Brew 
food trucks, which will be on 
site both days serving a variety 
of food and beverages.

Peacock’s Nest Studio will 
also be in attendance through-
out the weekend, offering 
face painting with a variety of 
design options available for 
purchase. In addition, Stan-
ley Park will offer Fairy Hair 
Extensions for a $5 donation, 
which includes two extensions 
available in a variety of color, 

perfect for adding a touch of 
magic to your visit.

Arts and crafts activities 
will be available in the Beve-
ridge Pavilion both days, 
providing an opportunity for 
attendees to create their own 
magical keepsakes.

There is still time to be part 
of the magic. Those interest-
ed in sponsoring the event 
or building a fairy or gnome 
house are encouraged to regis-
ter by emailing development@
stanleypark.org.

HOLYOKE – Wistaria-
hurst Museum is excited to 
welcome historic performer 
Kandie Carle- The Victorian 
Lady- for a presentation on fan 
language in the Victorian era. 
This performance is scheduled 
during the opening reception 
of the exhibit Fans, Fashion, 
and Feminism. This exhibit 
showcases Wistariahurst’s 
collection of hand fans and 
garments from the Victorian 
era to the early 20th century. 
Carle’s performance will add 
to the narrative of this exhib-
it, showing visitors the secret 
language of the Victorian hand 
fan.

Kandie Carle has been 
working in the theatre for over 
35 years as an actress, dancer, 
singer, and director, through-
out the US and abroad. She 
has experience both on stage 
and researching social history 
and fashion. Ms. Carle is based 

in East Haddam, CT, and 
serves as the Producing Artis-
tic Director of the East Hadd-
am Stage Company. She also 
tours throughout the country 
as The Victorian Lady.

Carle created The Victori-
an Lady to share her passion 
for history, culture, and social 
reflection. She has performed 
at venues including historical 
societies throughout New En-
gland and beyond, as well as 
numerous house museums, 
universities, libraries, church-
es, and many other public and 
private organizations.

Her presentation is not a 
fashion show; rather, Carle 
dresses from corset to gloves, 
in authentic as well as repro-
duction garments she has 
made herself, taking her audi-
ence on a journey of discovery 
by using clothing and acces-
sories as a tool to reflect the 
era. During her presentation 

at Wistariahurst, she will be 
dressed in 1890s Gilded Age 
fashion.

Throughout the presenta-
tion, she will share insights 
into the fashion, lifestyle, man-
ners, and etiquette of men, 
women, and children. The per-
formance is full of audience in-
teraction and is geared toward 
audience members of all ages.

Join The Victorian Lady 
at Wistariahurst Museum on 
Tuesday, Apr. 21 at 5:30 p.m. 
This one-hour long perfor-
mance will occur during the 
opening reception of Fans, 
Fashion, and Feminism. Visit 
Wistariahurst before the per-
formance as early as 4:30 p.m. 
to explore the exhibit. This 
program is funded in part by a 
grant from the Holyoke Local 
Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

Holyoke Community College 
hosting ‘Fresh Check Day’

‘The Victorian Lady’ presents Fan Language

HCC Student Art Exhibition in 2025.

HCC presents annual Student Art Show April 13-May 1
Opening reception and awards ceremony April 16

Stanley Park announces Whimsical Fairy Walk Opening Weekend

Agawam Congregational hosting spring tag sale
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OpinionOpinion
Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

When a spouse died will 
the other get a Social 
Security Survivor Benefit?

I was so looking for-
ward to last Sat-
urday, a day in 
which I did not 
have to drive 
anywhere. I 
could simply 
stay put and 
work on get-
ting the yard in 
shape.  

Boy, was it a 
long winter, and 
there was proof of that no 
matter where I turned. 

Read on to learn which 
outdoor and indoor garden-
ing activities kept me busy.

First I decided to tackle 
the perennial and shrub bor-
ders that I walk by the most 
often. Half of the reason we 
garden is because we like to 
stand back in admiration, so 
I figured if I cleaned those 
up I’d have something to feel 
good about on my way to the 
car or the chicken coop.  

I leave many perennials 
standing through the winter, 
especially those with seed 
heads the birds might like to 
dine on.  

So, before I got out the 
rake, I went plant by plant 
with my hedge clippers, cut-
ting the dead and brown 
stalks to about “fist” height 
from the ground. Hedge clip-
pers make fast work of this 
task. After that came the 
rake, with which I carefully 
cleaned the bed of matted 
leaves and the plant parts I 
just cut back. As I was work-
ing, I weeded out clover, and 
some perennial grasses that 
appeared within the bed, 
and although I am nowhere 
near ready to apply bark 
mulch, I got out the spade 
and did my best to put a crisp 

edge on the border with the 
lawn. Looking good.

While I was putting tools 
away I found (gasp) some 
hyacinth and daffodil bulbs 
that never got planted in the 
fall. I cannot even believe 
that there were green tips on 
these bulbs that sat in a emp-
ty pot in my unheated sub-
arctic garden shed over the 
winter months.  

I figured that after that 
torture they deserved to be 
planted. I sunk them twice 
their height deep and wa-
tered them in. Say a prayer. 

My “Redbud garden” 
shares a stone wall with 
some thornless blackberry 
bushes. It may not have been 
smart on my account to have 
an ornamental garden oppo-
site plants that like to suck-
er like crazy but such is life 
when you want to squeeze 
in as many plants as you can 
into the space you’ve got…
Anyway, ten foot long canes 
jumped the wall into the bed 
where I have a few bulbs and 
biennials at the base of the 
Redbud.  

I was able to give the canes 
a strong yank and lo and be-
hold I have three new black-
berry bushes free for the tak-
ing. I separated them from 

the mother plant, potted 
them up and will delight 

a friend with them, 
just as my friend 
Kelly’s husband 
had done for me 

some years 
back.  

T h e s e 
berries are so 

wonderful. Even with 
a small patch I am al-

ways able to freeze a 
couple of quarts for use in 

the offseason. Yum!
With stems cut back, 

leaves raked, weeds and 
suckers removed and the 
beds given a crisp edge, I felt 
good enough about leaving 
outlying gardens for another 
day. It was time to turn my at-
tention to tomato seedlings 
that had long since outgrown 
the seed packs the seeds 
were sown in the third week 
of March.  

Typically we transplant 
when the first true leaves 
form. I am maybe a week late.  

Carefully I lifted out the 
clumps of seedlings and gen-
tly pried the roots apart. To-
mato seedlings can be sunk 
deeply, almost up to their 
leaves; new roots will form 
on the stems.  

After a gentle watering 
they will go back under the 
grow lights they until they 
are big enough to be moved 
from the six packs to a four 
inch pot. Probably by May 1. 

What is next on the agen-
da? Next weekend I have to 
assess my potato patch. I’ll 
probably pull up old red rasp-
berry canes nearby to expand 
the bed. 

Blueberry bushes need 

What I did last weekend
inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty:
I am 79. My husband is 

also 79 and we both receive 
Social Security benefits. We 
were both married before 
and we married each other 
at the age of 58. Am I to un-
derstand correctly that when 
either of us dies, the surviv-
ing spouse is not eligible to 
collect the deceased spouse’s 
Social Security benefits? 
Please correct me if I am 
wrong. 

Signed: Curious Spouse

Dear Curious Spouse: 
A surviving spouse only 

gets one benefit - either 
their own SS retirement 
amount, or their deceased 
spouse’s amount, which-
ever is more. So, the Social 
Security benefit that the 
deceased was receiving at 
death will be paid to the 
surviving spouse, replacing 
any smaller SS payment the 
survivor was already col-
lecting. To be sure you are 
aware, the surviving spouse 
will also be eligible for a 
one-time lump sum death 
benefit of $255 (I know it 
isn’t much, but it should be 
claimed anyway). 

Also, unless the surviv-
ing spouse was already re-
ceiving a spousal benefit 
while both partners were 
living, the surviving spouse 
will need to contact Social 
Security at 1-800-772-1213 
or at the local SS field office 
to make an appointment 
to apply for their survivor 
benefit.

One other thing to be 
aware of since you were 
both married before: if ei-
ther of you die, and your 
first marriage lasted at least 
10 years and your ex-spouse 
has also died, the surviving 
spouse will have a choice 
to collect a survivor benefit 

from either the ex-spouse or 
the most recently deceased 
spouse, whichever amount 
is more. But, again, you can 
only collect one benefit pay-
ment as a surviving spouse 
either from your ex-spouse 
or from your recently de-
ceased spouse, whichever 
benefit is higher.

FYI, survivor benefits 
are a confusing area of So-
cial Security, so you might 
also find informative this 
article I recently published, 
as it goes more deeply into 
surviving spouse benefits 
including benefits for sur-
viving minor children and 
surviving adult disabled 
children. Read the article 
titled “Demystifying Social 
Security Survivor Benefits” 
at www.amacfoundation.
org/demystifying-social-se-
curity-survivor-benefits/.  
Of course, if you have any 
further questions, please 
contact us at 1-888-750-
2622 or email us at SSadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
There is never a fee for our 
services.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column
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Remember “tough love”? 
It was all the rage in the ‘80s 
and legitimized unkind or 
even cruel behaviors in pur-
suit of persuading a loved 
one to change their behavior.

“Positive narratives of 
tough love not only coursed 
through communities but 
also became a staple for tele-
vision shows for decades,” 
wrote Peg Streep in Psychol-
ogy Today, “despite the fact 
that there is no evidence 
–and never has been – that 
what is called tough love 
works in any context, includ-

ing addiction.”
So there.
Tough love doesn’t work 

on ourselves either. It’s been 
shown that negative self-talk, 
beating ourselves up when 
we don’t meet our own ex-
pectations, and ruminating 
over our perceived failures 
don’t do anything to improve 
our state of mind. In fact, it’s 
damaging – and if you’ve ever 
been assessed for depression, 
those are some of the behav-
iors that might be identified.

There’s a better way. This 
holiday season, give yourself 

the gift of self-compassion.
It’s not just an idea. It’s a 

way of living.
There’s even an institute 

for its study and implemen-
tation, founded by Kristin 
Neff, an associate professor 
of educational psychology at 

the Univer-
sity of Texas 
at Austin. A 
pioneer in 
the field of 
s e l f - c o m -
passion re-
search, she 
conducted 
the first 
e m p i r i c a l 
studies on 
s e l f - c o m -
p a s s i o n 
more than 

20 years ago and now runs 
the Self-Compassion Insti-
tute (self-compassion.org).

What is 
self-compassion?

Neff explains that 

self-compassion is showing 
yourself the same care and 
consideration you would 
show to a friend who is strug-
gling or feeling bad about 
themselves. 

“It means being support-
ive when you’re facing a life 
challenge, feel inadequate or 
make a mistake,” she writes. 
“Instead of just ignoring 
your pain with a ‘stiff upper 
lip’ mentality or getting car-
ried away by your negative 
thoughts and emotions, you 
stop to tell yourself: ‘This is 
really difficult right now, how 
can I comfort and care for 
myself in this moment?’”

She points out that when 
we berate ourselves for mis-

Give yourself the gift of 
self-compassion

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to the editor for publi-
cation on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates on the 
ballot or discussing campaign issues should be 
sent to the Agawam Advertiser News, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.
com. Please include a daytime telephone num-
ber for verification purposes (it will not be print-
ed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to 
be considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. No 

attack letters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative sam-
ple. No endorsement letters will be printed in the 
last edition before the election. For more infor-
mation, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races 

for Congress, state Senate, state House, district 
attorney and Governor’s Council during the 
weeks leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. 

In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising 
in the Agawam Advertiser News.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author 
verification purposes. We 
do not publish anonymous 
letters.
 All letters are subject to ed-
iting for content and length. 
The deadline is Monday at 
noon. Please send letters to 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
care of Turley Publications 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, or e-mail aan@
turley.com.

Purchase a photo that 
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$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibellli

aan@turley.com
sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com

ADVERT ISER NEWS
AGAWAM

The Agawam Advertiser News 
(USPS 001-170) is published every 

Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

WEB
agawamadvertiser
news.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Greek goddess of marriage
  5. Tropical American blue 

jay-like bird
 10. Abba __, Israeli politician
 14. Dark olive black
 15. Light, crinkled fabric
 16. Notre Dame has a golden 

one
 17. Leaked blood
 18. Confronted
 19. Negligible amount
 20. Facilitated
 22. Hill or rocky peak
 23. Minneapolis suburb
 24. Songs to one’s beloved
 27. Brake horsepower
 30. Angry
 31. Children’s game
 32. Spelling is a type of one
 35. Obtained in return for 

labor
 37. Indicates center
 38. Chinese dynasty
 39. Old World buffaloes
 40. Slang for time off

 41. Fabric
 42. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
 43. Defunct regional economic 

organization
 44. Philly footballers
 45. Female sibling
 46. Peter Griffin’s daughter
 47. Digital audiotape
 48. Insecticide
 49. Scientific instrument
 52. Pages may be dog-__
 55. Israeli city __ Aviv
 56. Type of sword
 60. Middle Eastern military 

title
 61. Wise individuals
 63. French Polynesian island 

Bora __
 64. Popular shoe type
 65. One of 50
 66. Divulge a secret
 67. Dish of cooked meat 

mixed with potatoes
 68. Actress Zellweger
 69. Romanian city

CLUES DOWN
  1. Greek cupbearer of the Gods
  2. Ancient Syrian city
  3. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
  4. Range of mountains
  5. One thousand cubic feet 

(abbr.)
  6. Spoke
  7. City in Georgia
  8. Theatrical
  9. CNN’s founder
 10. Icelandic poems
 11. Bjorn __, tennis player
 12. Bowfin genus
 13. One point north of northeast
 21. Political divisions in ancient 

Greece
 23. Electroencephalograph
 25. Cool!
 26. Male parent
 27. Where some gymnasts 

work
 28. Capital of Vietnam
 29. Sailboats
 32. Shelter (Scottish)
 33. Completed

 34. Discharge
 36. Arrest
 37. Partner to cheese
 38. Coffee receptacle
 40. Stagnate
 41. Satisfies
 43. Snakelike fish
 44. Consume food
 46. Type of school
 47. Erase
 49. Inform
 50. Girl’s given name
 51. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 

congregation
 52. Every one of two or more 

things
 53. Northern India city
 54. Seventeenth stars in a 

constellation
 57. Weapon
 58. Amounts of time
 59. Isodor __, American Nobel 

physicist
 61. Soviet Socialist Republic
 62. Witness

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram
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South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER
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Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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AGAWAM – The Agawam 

Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) have kicked 
off their annual scholarship 
fundraising program, de-
signed to be awarded to high 
school and college students 
from Western Massachusetts 
who are pursuing further ed-
ucation in Visual Arts. 

Deadline to apply for the 
Gloria McLellan Memorial 
Scholarship is May 1. Stu-
dents can apply at www.aga-

wamarts.com. 
Anthony Nguyen of 

Springfield, Sarah McDonald 
of Longmeadow, and Charles 
Santiago of Chicopee were 
each awarded $1200 scholar-
ships last year.

The scholarship is named 
after Gloria McLellan, a local 
artist and one of the founding 
members of ACAA.

Funds for the scholarship 
are raised through the ACAA’s 
New England Mosaic Project, 

which has just launched in 
local Western Mass libraries. 
Through the libraries, anyone 
can pick up a blank canvas, 
apply art to it, and return it 
by May 15.  The canvases be-
come part of a 24-foot Mosaic 
display.  The canvases are sold 
at two events in August with 
net proceeds going directly to 
the scholarship.  

Scholarships will be 
awarded in June for the 2026 
fall semester.  

Gloria McLellan Scholarship available
SPRINGFIELD – This 

Earth Day, the Allen Bird 
Club of Springfield, MA 
offers tips to make your 
spring yard cleanup benefi-
cial for birds. 

• Clean out any bird 
houses on your property. A 
mouse may have moved in 
over the winter. If the house 
was used last year, remove 
old nesting material. It 
could harbor parasites det-
rimental to new nestlings.

• Western Mass’s Ru-
by-throated Hummingbirds 
typically return in late April 
or early May. Be ready for 
these fairy-like wonders by 
cleaning your humming-
bird feeders with hot water 
(no soap). Fill with a cooled 
solution of ¼ cup refined 
white sugar fully dissolved 
in 1 cup boiling water. 
Clean twice weekly there-
after.

• In warm weather, feed 
birds not bears. In place of 
bird feeders, plant native 
plants, trees, and shrubs 
that produce nectar, seeds, 
or fruit. These natural food 
sources will attract birds to 
your yard year round.

• In addition to planting 
native plants, learn to toler-
ate caterpillars. Birds rely 
heavily on caterpillars to 
rear their young. Many cat-
erpillars require specific, 
native plants to survive. A 
yard without native plants 
means fewer caterpillars 
and fewer birds.

• Get lazy about your 
lawn. Perfect lawns are 
the “empty calories” of the 
ecosystem. By letting go of 
a green-carpet ideal, you’ll 
add color to your landscape 
by allowing dandelions, vi-
olets, and white clover to 
decorate your grass. More 

important, these “weeds” 
feed pollinators which, in 
turn, feed birds.

• Offer a water source. 
Maintaining a clean, fresh 
water source in your yard 
will make birds frequent 
visitors, especially on dry 
summer days.

• Keep chemicals on the 
shelf. Rather than being up-
set at signs of insects eating 
your plants, just remind 
yourself that the plants are 
doing their job—taking en-
ergy from the sun and chan-
neling it to the next layer of 
the food web. Remember, 
birds are part of that food 
web - and so are we!

The Allen Bird Club is a 
nonprofit organization ded-
icated to bringing Greater 
Springfield area birders to-
gether since 1912. For more 
information, please visit 
www.AllenBirdClub.org.

AGAWAM – Applica-
tion forms for the Catholic 
Women’s Club of Agawam’s 
scholarship are available. 
Applicants must be a child 
or grandchild of a club mem-
ber and a graduating high 

school senior. The forms 
will be available at the club’s 
monthly meetings in March 
and April or at the St. John 
the Evangelist Parish Center 
office at 833 Main St., Aga-
wam MA, Monday -Thursday, 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Completed forms and all 

requested information must 
be returned by Apr. 30 to the 
email or mailing address on 
the application. No late ap-
plications will be accepted.

AGAWAM – Paul Re-
vere and His Talking Dog 
(Driscoll Productions) will 
be presented to the public, 
free of charge, at the Aga-
wam Public Library on Apr. 
21 starting at 6 p.m.

This program is being 
sponsored by the GFWC 
Agawam Junior Women’s 
Club with support from the 
Agawam Cultural Council.

Please sign up your chil-
dren through the library’s 

event link: https://bit.ly/4r-
bxk6H.

In honor of our country’s 
250 anniversary we will pass 
out goodie bags and patri-
otic books to all children at-
tendees while supplies last.

takes or setbacks, we lose 
confidence and often give up. 
“By contrast, self-compas-
sion provides the emotional 
safety we need to keep trying, 
even when things don’t go as 
planned,” she explains. “Most 
importantly, it allows us to 
learn and grow from our mis-
takes rather than getting de-
railed by shame and anxiety.”

Neff has created a little in-
dustry featuring books, work-
shops, coaching and videos 
that you can pay for, but there 
are also many free resourc-
es like guided practices and 
self-compassion exercises. 
A good place to start might 
be the self-evaluation, which 
asks how often…

• I’m disapproving and 
judgmental about my own 
flaws and inadequacies.

• I try to be loving towards 
myself when I’m feeling emo-
tional pain.

• I’m intolerant and impa-
tient towards those aspects of 
my personality I don’t like.

Learning to practice 
self-compassion

Can we teach ourselves to 
become self-compassionate? 
Yes, but it takes work, and 
we may be trying to undo de-
cades of behavior that stems 
from how we were raised, the 
people we’ve been exposed 
to, and the way we’re used to 
talking to ourselves.

Here are a few things you 
can try:

Turn it around: Let’s say 
you make a mistake at work 
or mess up a project. Rather 
than beating yourself up (“I’m 
such an idiot!”), imagine a 
friend in the same situation. 
Would you tell them they’re 
an idiot? Probably not. You’d 
listen to them, offer a shoul-
der and discuss what to do 
differently the next time.

Put it in perspective: Re-
mind yourself that struggle 
is a part of the human expe-
rience. You can say: “I’m not 
alone in feeling this way,” or 
“We all struggle sometimes.”

Soothe yourself: Find a 
mantra that works for you: “I 

will accept myself as I am,” for 
example. You can also place 
your hand over your heart or 
give yourself a hug.

Challenge negative 
thoughts: Write down what 
you’re thinking or feeling, read 
it over and then replace those 
negative thoughts with kind-
ness and compassion.

I wish all of you a peaceful 
– and self-compassionate – 
holiday season!

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, 
R.N., a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical pro-
fessionals to become successful 
private patient advocates.  A 
Monson, MA resident, she is the 
author of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself & 
Your Loved Ones” and her new 
book, “Advocating Well: Strat-
egies for Finding Strength and 
Understanding in Health Care,” 
available at Amazon.com.  
Contact her at Teri@NurseAd-
vocateEntrepreneur.com to set 
up a free phone consultation.

 CWC Scholarship applications available

some fertilizer. Asparagus 
could use lime and compost, 
probably some weeding as 
well. 

There is never a dull mo-
ment this time of year, and 

I am not sure I’d want it any 
other way.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-

ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

GARDEN   ❚   from page 4

Junior Women’s Club sponsoring library program

Spring Clean Up is for the birds

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Veterans Council 
is seeking volunteers for 
flagging veteran graves 
at local cemeteries in 
preparation of Memorial 
Day on Saturday, May 2. 
(Rain date May 3) Anyone 
interested in participat-
ing, please meet at 8 a.m. 
in the Springfield Street 
Cemetery (across from 
Sacred Heart Church) in 
Feeding Hills.

Volunteers 
needed to 
flag graves

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
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AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

CHICOPEE – Local non-
profit Harmony House of 
Western Massachusetts in-
vites the community to its 
upcoming Pizza for a Pur-
pose fundraiser on Thurs-
day, April 23 from 5 to 8 
p.m. at View Street Tavern, 
92 View Street in Chicopee.

This family-friendly 
event will directly support 
Harmony House’s mission 
of providing a home with 
compassionate end-of-life 

care and companionship 
to hospice patients in need. 
Guests can enjoy all-you-
can-eat pizza, along with 
raffles, a cash bar with local 
celebrity bartenders, and a 
50/50 drawing.

Tickets are $20 for 
adults, $10 for children 
ages 3–17, and free for chil-
dren 2 and under. Tickets 
can be purchased at the 
door or online in advance. 
View Street Tavern is gen-

erously donating the pizza 
and space for this event, 
ensuring that funds raised 
directly support Harmony 
House and its residents. 
Harmony House is seeking 
additional sponsors to help 
meet its fundraising goal. 
Visit HarmonyHouseWMA.
org/PizzaNight to purchase 
tickets, become a sponsor, 
or learn more about the 
event and the nonprofit.

Harmony House hosts 
All-You-Can-Eat Pizza fundraiser
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AGAWAM – Last Monday 
night, Agawam High School 
took control and defeated 
Central in three straight sets 

3-0. In the win, Chase Ger-
ani led the Brownies with 
six kills while Elijah Ramos 
had 25 assists. Agawam did 

fall to Westfield 3-2 also last 
week and are now 4-2 on 
the season. Agawam next 
faces Haverhill High School 

in independent action on 
Wednesday, Apr. 22 at 2:15 
p.m.

Brownies grab sweep of Central

Clockwise from above: David Zhmiadziak gets play started; Mike Lukomski goes for a spike; Jacob 
Nesen reaches out to keep the ball in play; Tim Karcha fires a spike over the net.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

GREENSBORO, NC — The 
Worcester Railers HC (31-30-
5-2, 69 pts) bested the Greens-
boro Gargoyles for a second 
straight time (18-43-6-1, 43 
pts) on Saturday, April 11, with 
a final score of 3-1 in front of 
a crowd of 6,035 at the First 
Horizon Coliseum. The Railers 
will close out their weekend in 
Greensboro against the Gar-
goyles with a 3:00 p.m. EDT 
puck drop on Sunday, April 
12th. 

Max Dorrington (1-0-1) 
broke the goal drought at 10:55 
in the second and picked up 
the lone goal of the period for a 
1-0 Railers lead. Greg Smith re-
sponded for Greensboro with 
a finishing feed off defensem-

an Caleb Price’s wrap around 
play early in the third (1-1). 
Worcester reclaimed their 
lead with a top-shelf tally from 
Drew Callin (1-0-1) at 15:41 (2-
1). Anthony Repaci’s (1-0-1) 
empty net goal at 19:11 ce-
mented the Railers’ 3-1 victo-
ry at the evening’s close. 

It was a scoreless start 
to the night as Thomas Gale 
for the Railers and Ruslan 
Khazheyev for Greensboro 
kept their opponents shut 
out through the initial frame. 
No penalties were assessed 
in the period, as Worcester 
closed the first leading in 
shots with 15 to Greensboro’s 
9. 

Worcester gained an edge 

over the Gargoyles as the sec-
ond period turned to its latter 
half. Max Dorrington (5th) 
broke the goal drought with 
a forceful drive from atop the 
far face-off circle, the play set 
up by a cross-ice pass from 
Gleb Veremyev at 10:55. The 
Railers held on to their nar-
row 1-0 lead heading into the 
third as Dorrington’s goal re-
mained the sole tally scored 
in the period when the horn 
sounded. Worcester and 
Greensboro were nodded up 
with penalties at one a piece, 
Blake Swetlikoff for delay of 
game and Anthony Callin for 
hooking, while Worcester led 
once more in shots 16-9. 

Greensboro came out with 

a quick reply to Worcester’s 
second-period play as Greg 
Smith tied the game at 3:10 in 
the third with a chip off of a 
failed wrap-around bid from 
Caleb Price. The evening 
heated up as Gleb Veremy-
ev squared off against Blake 
Dangos, with the Railers for-
ward quickly shutting down 
the Gargoyle defensman 
before heading into the box 
at the start of the final five 
minutes of play. Adam Samu-
elsson and Drew Kuzma fol-
lowed shortly with their own 
brief exchange, but the pair 
were ushered to their respec-
tive benches with no penalties. 
Soon after, the possibility of 
overtime was wiped away by 

Drew Callin (23rd), unassisted 
at 15:41. Callin walked in on 
Khazheyev after a turnover in 
the offensive zone and lit the 
lamp on the top shelf for a 2-1 
Railers lead. The Greensboro 
netminder was soon pulled 
for an extra attacker, but the 
decision proved costly for the 
Gargoyles as Anthony Repa-
ci (22nd) sent the puck the 
full 200 feet into the awaiting 
empty net at 19:11 for the 3-1 
regulation final in favor of the 
Railers. Veremyev and Dangos 
were the only penalties called 
in the third, while shots for the 
period favored the Gargoyles 
11-9. Final shots totalled 40 for 
Worcester and 29 for Greens-
boro. 

Turley Publications 
sports department has re-
cently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account 
by searching “turleysports.” 

We will regularly feature 
samples of photos that you 
will see in our publications 
on a weekly basis. 

Please follow and share 
with your friends and loved 
ones. We will be featuring 
photos from all 11 of our 
sports sections, but as al-
ways, you can see all the 
photos that appear by sub-
scribing to your local paper 
or picking up a copy in your 
community.

Worcester Railers ground Gargoyles in win Follow Turley Sports 
on Instagram
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SportsSports

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM— One of the 
aspects that makes baseball 
truly unique is the oppor-
tunity to experience some-
thing different every time 
you watch a game. No two 
games are ever exactly alike, 
and each contest presents 
its own set of surprises and 
special moments. Wheth-
er it’s an unexpected play, 
or a remarkable individual 
performance, baseball con-
sistently delivers new expe-
riences for players and fans 
alike.

When the Minnechaug 
varsity squad visited Aga-
wam’s Gerald “Gerry” Smith 
Field last Wednesday after-
noon, the Falcons defeated 
the Brownies for the fourth 
consecutive time by the fi-
nal score of 25-0.  

The non-league contest 
ended after five innings due 
to the 10-run mercy rule.

“What I love the most 
about baseball is that you 
can see something new 
in every game,” said Min-
nechaug head coach Mike 
Netkovick “I never imagined 
that we would score 25 runs 
in today’s game. Agawam is 
a very strong offensive team. 
They did hit a couple of balls 
hard, but we played well 
defensively. My guys were 
ready to play today.”

The previous most runs 
scored by the Falcons (2-
3) was when they defeated 
East Longmeadow, 20-5, on 
April 24, 2015.

The Brownies (1-2) were 
looking to beat the Falcons 
on the baseball diamond for 
the first time since the 2019 
regular season when they 
celebrated a 5-3 home win.

It turned out to be a very 
memorable afternoon for 
Minnechaug senior Evan 

Liverseidge who near-
ly hurled his first career 
no-hitter in a varsity game. 
He also led the way offen-
sively with two base hits and 
nine RBIs.

“We came out with a chip 
on our shoulder and started 
scoring runs,” said Liverse-
idge, who’s a three-year var-
sity player. “The team was 
definitely in it today, and I 
hope it carries over into our 
next few games.” 

It was the first time that 
Liverseidge, who’s planning 
to play college baseball at 
Franklin Pierce University 
next year, made a start at 
Smith Field. He didn’t allow 
any runs on just one base hit 
with four strikeouts and one 
walk. 

“Evan has been pitching 

for the varsity team since 
he was a sophomore,” Net-
kovick said. “He ended last 
season really strong. Every-
thing came together for him 
in today’s game both on the 
mound and at the plate.”

Agawam junior 
righthander Matt Machos 
didn’t experience the same 
amount of success on the 
mound as Liverseidge did.

With one-out in the top 
of the first inning, Liverse-
idge and senior centerfield-
er Ian Angelica were both 
hit by pitches. Then an in-
field hit by junior third base-
man Sam Przybyl (2-for-3) 
loaded the bases. Follow-
ing a strikeout, Liverseidge 
scored the first run of the 
game on a wild pitch. Two 
more runs crossed the plate 

when junior second base-
man Peter Langone singled 
to right.

The Falcons exploded for 
ten runs in the following in-
ning.

Liverseidge brought 
home the first run of the 
inning with a bases loaded 
walk. The bases were also 
loaded when he came up 
later in the same inning. 
This time, Liverseidge blast-
ed a three-run double to the 
gap in left center. 

Sophomore shortstop 
Nick Nordstrom also had an 
RBI and the Falcons other 
runs in that frame scored 
on either walks or fielding 
errors.   

Machos was replaced on 
the mound by senior righty 
Dominic Chriscola during 

the second inning.
Agawam junior first 

baseman Gavin Cruz drew 
a walk with one out in the 
bottom of the second. Se-
nior designated hitter Joe 
Wilkinson was also hit-by-
a-pitch before Liverseidge 
retired the next two batters 
on a flyball and a strikeout.

Liverseidge had another 
three-run double to left in 
the third, which was a part 
of a five-run inning.

The Falcons, who only 
had eight hits in the game, 
scored five more runs in the 
fourth, which gave them a 
comfortable 23-0 advan-
tage.

Liverseidge capped off 
his offensive performance 

with another bases load-
ed walk in the fifth. Senior 
catcher Alex Savlick also 
drew a bases loaded walk 
during that same frame.

Liverseidge’s no-hit bid 
came to an end following 
an infield hit by Wilkinson 
leading off the fifth inning. 

Senior pinch hitter Noah 
Bushnik also reached base 
on a fielding error. After 
Liverseidge struck out the 
next two batters, senior left 
fielder Parker Bean was hit-
by-a-pitch, which loaded 
the bases. The next batter 
lined out to Langone, which 
ended the only meeting of 
the regular season between 
the two teams a couple of 
innings early.  

Agawam baseball suffers tough blowout defeat

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(30-30-6-2) unleashed 37 
attempts at the net of the 
Hartford Wolf Pack (25-35-
5-3) but were kept in check 
in a 3-1 defeat at the hands 
of their Braman I-91 Rivalry 
Series opponents in front of 
a sellout crowd of 6,793 in-
side the MassMutual Center 
on Saturday night.

The T-Birds were sluggish 
out of the gates, and despite 
a seven-game losing streak 
coming into the game, the 
Wolf Pack took advantage 
of early mistakes, beginning 
with an Anton Blidh goal 
off a cross-crease setup by 
Bryce McConnell-Barker at 
7:58 of the first. 

A Springfield penalty set 
the stage for Hartford’s first 
and only power play of the 
game, and just 1:03 after 
Blidh’s goal, Brendan Bris-
son made a highlight-reel 
play, putting the puck be-
tween his legs and chipping 
a forehander past Vadim 
Zherenko at 9:01 to make it 
a 2-0 score.

Thunderbirds head 
coach Steve Ott called a 
timeout to try to quell Hart-
ford’s momentum, but even 
that proved futile as Scott 
Morrow blasted a slapper 
that squeezed through Zhe-
renko 39 seconds later to 
make it a 3-0 score. 

The T-Birds finally got 
one back at 13:28 when 

Zach Dean saucered a per-
fect 2-on-1 pass to Hugh 
McGing, who elevated a 
shot through Callum Tung 
to cut the lead to 3-1. 

From that point, Zhe-
renko’s night was relatively 
quiet, with Hartford only 
registering 13 shots for the 
remainder of the game after 
their three-goal blitz in the 
opening period. The Spring-
field power play had a 
half-dozen chances to try to 
cut into the deficit, but the 
Hartford penalty killing in 
front of Tung held the fort, 
and the rookie backstop 
finished his night with 36 
stops for his sixth win of the 
season and second in three 
starts against Springfield.

T-Birds suffer tough loss against rival Wolf Pack
SOUTH HADLEY – While 

the new player draft has 
come and gone in the Quab-
bin Valley Baseball League, 
there are still several open 
roster spots for players age 
28-and-up. The regular sea-
son is set to get underway in 
a little more than a week and 
the six teams in the are still 
looking to add more players.

Players can go to the 
league website and fill out 
the registration form so they 
can get placed on a team im-
mediate in front of the sea-
son opener.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to 
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season, 

the league experimented 
with playing on Mother’s Day 
Saturday as well as a week-
night game to allow players 
an opportunity to play under 
the lights. While the night 
games were very successful, 
the Mother’s Day Saturday 
games were rained out.

Those elements will re-
turn along with a 16th game 
with an opponent to be de-
termine as the league’s board 
explores possibilities for in-
terleague matchups with an-
other league in the region. 

The season is currently 
slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league in 

September and October this 
season.

The registration is live 
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league 
dues via Venmo or contact 
the league leadership if an 
alternate form of payment is 
needed.

Aside from the weeknight 
and Mother’s Day games, 
other games take place Sun-
days at 10 a.m. outside of 
Mother’s Day, Memorial Day 
and July 4 weekends. Playoffs 
will be in August.

This is the 30th season for 
the league and league offi-
cials are looking to celebrate 
the anniversary with a cou-
ple of events. 

Roster spots remain open in the QVBL

Connor Glynn fouls off a pitch.
Matt Machos delivers a pitch in the second inning.

Aiden Lavelle fields a base hit to right.

Cole Agostino brings in a throw home.	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI



nitely helps people make 
connections. Some folks who 
have participated in prior 
walks have exchanged con-
tact information and regular-
ly meet outside of our sched-
ule to walk on their own. I 
absolutely love this because I 
think it is sometimes hard to 
meet new people who enjoy 
the same activities that you 
do, but this group helps to 
fill that gap for anyone who 
is looking for a walking bud-
dy. Getting in some physical 
fitness is so important for 
everyone, and I’d love to en-
courage more people to come 
out for our group walks. You’ll 
get fresh air, movement, and 
a chance to enjoy nature and 
forget about the stresses of 
everyday life for an hour. It is 
non-competitive and begin-
ner friendly.”

Frost explained why she 

enjoys taking the lead on the 
walking group at APL.

“What I love about the 
walking group is getting to 
enjoy a bit of a workout with 
wonderful people while ex-
periencing the various beau-
tiful outdoor recreational ar-
eas Agawam has to offer. The 
walks are always pleasant, 
and I leave feeling like I’ve 
done something beneficial 
at the start of the day. I hope 
that others share this same 
feeling when they partici-
pate. I hope that readers who 
are interested in getting out 
to walk will give our group a 
try. It is a fun way to start a 
healthy habit.”

Frost cares a lot about this 
group that she has created 
over the months. Schedules 
can be hectic, and life can be 
busy, but this walking group 
provides a once-a-month 
opportunity for attendees to 
get some fresh air and chat 

with new people. To register 
visit, Agawam Public Library 

- Agawam, (MA) Massachu-
setts. 
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
Agawam 

Conservation Commission
LEGAL AD

The Agawam Conserva-
tion Commission will meet on 
Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 
6:00PM at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main St, Agawam, 
Ma. The purpose of this meeting 
will be to hear the Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
of Ruhland for property located 
on 27 Mark Drive.

By Order of Henry A. Kozlos-
ki, Chairman

Agawam Conservation Com-
mission 
04/16/2026

PUBLIC HEARING
    AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL

The Agawam City Council 
will conduct a public hearing on 
Monday, May 4, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m., at a Regular Meeting of 
the Agawam City Council to be 
held at the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter, 954 Main Street, Agawam, 
MA, on TR-2026-20 which is the 
Capital Improvement Program 
for Fiscal Year 2026 to Fiscal 

Year 2030 as submitted by May-
or Christopher Johnson on April 
6, 2026.  

The Capital Improvement 
Program is a prioritized plan of 
proposed capital improvements 
over the next five fiscal years.  A 
capital improvement is a project 
or undertaking which provides 
for the planning, design, con-
struction, reconstruction, reno-
vation or replacement of a public 
building or facility; an addition 
to a public building or facility; 
the purchase of land, buildings or 
facilities for a public purpose; or 
a long range development study. 
TR-2026-20 is available for 
public inspection on the Town 
of Agawam website (www.aga-
wam.ma.us) or by emailing the 
office of the City Clerk for an 
electronic copy at vgioscia@aga-
wam.ma.us.  

BY ORDER OF:
Anthony J. Russo, President

Agawam City Council
04/16, 04/23/2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 

FY’27 SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT BUDGET
Agawam – In accordance with 

the provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 71, Sec-
tion 38N, the Agawam School 
Committee will hold a public 
hearing on the proposed school 
department budget for Fiscal 
Year 2027.

The hearing will take place on 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Agawam Junior High 
School Auditorium, located at 
1305 Springfield Street, Feeding 
Hills, MA. All interested persons 
shall be given an opportunity to 
be heard in regard to the pro-
posed budget.

Copies of the proposed budget 
will be available to the public at 
least 48 hours prior to the hearing 
at the following locations:

Superintendent’s Office: Aga-
wam Junior High School, 1305 
Springfield Street

Town Clerk’s Office: Agawam 
Town Hall, 36 Main Street

Agawam Public Library: 750 

Cooper Street
Agawam School Committee

04/09, 04/16/26

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0757EA
Estate of: 

Stephen A Wichrowski, Jr. 
Also known as: 

Stephen A Wichrowski 
Date of Death: 02/20/2026
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Andrew 
Hryniewicz  of Agawam, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 

such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Andrew Hryniewicz  of Aga-
wam, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 05/08/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 08, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

04/16/2026

Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver
The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for 
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants 
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT 
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B 
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should 
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to: 
Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

____________________________

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer 
The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform 
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds 
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License 
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible 
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter 
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department, 
110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531. 

For further information, please contact 
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451, 
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov. 

A.A./E.O.E.

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Pioneer Valley Baseball 
League, an adult baseball 
league for players who are 
age 18 and over, is now fully 
open for registration for the 
2026 season.

New players are especial-
ly wanted for the new sixth 
team. There are several spots 
open for that sixth team, so 
players interested in joining 
the league should get signed 
up as soon as possible to 
claim a spot.

The adult league will be 
administered by the Quab-
bin Valley Baseball League, 
and a registration link is on 
the home page of the league’s 
website www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org. Thought it will 
be under the Quabbin um-
brella, there will be no major 
changes in how the league is 
operated.

This year, the PVBL will 

have a 22-game regular sea-
son schedule followed by 
a double-elimination play-
offs. The league, which had 
five teams last year and 
had to utilize multiple byes 
throughout the season, will 
be fielding a sixth team this 
season.

The league is a wood-bat 
only league utilizing playing 
under regular baseball rules 
though all players do bat. 
The league operates on a 
Saturday-Tuesday schedule. 
Games are played on Satur-
day mornings with 10 a.m. 
starts typical and on Tuesday 
evenings with start times in 
the 5:30 to 6 p.m. range. The 
league will start play in late 
April and run through the 
end of August. There are slots 
open for both full-time play-
ers and part-time players. The 
fee for full-time players will 
be $260 with part-time play-

ers getting up to 11 games for 
$130. Fees paid go toward the 
operation of the league, pay-
ing for insurance, umpires, 
fields, and baseballs. No one 
profits in any way.

In addition to the new 
sixth team, there are limited 
open roster spots on the oth-
er teams in the league, so get 
your registration in as soon 
as possible to participate in 
this season.

Games are played at 
ballfields throughout the 
region from as far south as 
Southwick’s Whalley Field, 
through South Hadley’s 
Beachgrounds and up north 
at Frontier Regional High 
School in South Deerfield.

For any questions, please 
go to the league website 
for more information. The 
league hopes interested play-
ers will come out and join the 
fun this spring and summer.

More players wanted for new 
team in Pioneer Valley League

Agawam Public Library’s Walking group enjoying a walk on a trail 
through the woods on Saturday, April 11.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

WALKING ❚   from page 1

Jeanne Butrick, Jan Mitchell, Debbie Boucher, Robin Erhart and 
Mikala Wollmershauser enjoying a morning walk on Saturday, 
April 11.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

Send Us Your Photos!
Email: aan@turley.com
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall 
clean-ups, mulching, pruning. 

Serving parts of Hampden 
and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

 

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

TUNE-UPS

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. 
Champion Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 
30 years experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/
shots. Now $1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND 
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING 

FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and 
product manufacturing positions. Duties 
include assisting with plant care, trimming, 
cleaning, product manufacturing and other 
general tasks within the facility.
Start Date: Within the next few weeks to 
months
Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges 
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21 
or older and eligible to work in the United 
States. Background checks are required 
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email 
holyokewilds9@gmail.com 

with their contact information 
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.

For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org

or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for 
a part-time Program Assistant for 
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North 
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to 
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER 
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting 
in landscape maintenance and installation 
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape, 
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2 
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No 
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 



unteers with help from their 
advisors and they helped 
make the night a huge suc-
cess as well.”

Sullivan, the Agawam 
High students involved, Se-
nior Center Deputy Director 
Kristina Lynch, and every-
one else who worked hard to 
bring this event to life were 
successful in their mission 
to create a welcoming place 

for seniors to come and have 
fun.

Sullivan gave details on 
what Agawam Senior Center 
always keeps in mind with 
every event they put togeth-
er.

“Like with any event or 
anything we do at the Senior 
Center we hope the partici-
pants are meeting new peo-
ple socializing, staying mo-
bile, using their resources 
in the community,” she said. 

“We have been seeing a trend 
of younger seniors coming to 
the senior center and to our 
events, which is great. Senior 
Centers offer opportunities 
for older adults far beyond 
the parties. Walking in the 
door of a Senior Center can 
be hard, but if you know 
there is friendly face to greet 
you or if there is a friend in 
the dining room maybe com-
ing in when a loved one has 
died because you’re lonely or 

if you need help because you 
have no fuel or need help 
with insurance it will be easi-
er. That’s why we do what we 
do to get people to come to 
our events and have a good 
time. We are trying to fight 
the stigma of getting old and 
the stigma of what a Senior 
Center is and what we are 
all about. We accomplished 
that a little on Friday. 

“Those Seniors danced 
for hours, and the teenagers 

couldn’t keep up with them 
with some of their moves. It 
was fun. People were laugh-
ing, singing, dancing, taking 
pictures, and everyone took 
home a keepsake of a pic-
ture, a frame, a rose from the 
mayor, and lots of memories. 
We hope to make this or 
something like it an annual 
event.”

The event included live 
music, dinner, a photogra-
pher, and the opportunity 

for attendees to have a night 
of excitement. Agawam Se-
nior Center has hosted some 
amazing events in the past, 
and they continue to raise 
their own standards, outdo-
ing themselves every time. 
Prom will make a great ad-
dition to their annual events. 
For more information about 
Agawam Senior Center, vis-
it www.agawam.ma.us and 
check out the senior center 
page.
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Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to  
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE 

in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message.

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION MAY 15th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
wdelcamp@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, 

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3  Black & White Grad Ad

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love, Mom & Dad

SAMPLE
SAMPLECongratulate            GraduateCongratulate            Graduate

SPECIAL! 
$55.00

Your

Joe and Carrie Calitori in line to get their photo taken at Agawam Senior Center’s first ever prom on 
Apr. 10.

Linda Christofori and Ron Plasse at Agawam Senior Center’s first ever prom. Diana and Earl Roy at Agawam Senior Center’s first ever prom on April 10.

Senior Center Director Cindy Sullivan, Mayor Christopher Johnson, and City Council Member Anthony 
Russo handing out roses outside at Agawam Senior Center’s first ever Prom.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA


