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St. Martha’s Thrift Shop becoming hidden gem

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - Sacred Heart
Parish’s thrift store, St. Mar-
tha’s Thrift Shop, has been
open for around three-and-
a-half years now. This hid-
den gem located in Feeding
Hills has so much to offer
the community from vintage
glassware to classic records.
The shop is primarily run
by parish members, Joanne
Cappuccilli and Dee Ziegert.

What started off as a sim-
ple way for the parish to raise
extra money has turned into
a staple for the community.

“It was just something
that we wanted to see if we
could raise some extra mon-
ey for our parish,” said Cap-
puccilli.

St. Martha’s Thrift Shop
has grown significantly in
the past three-and-a-half
years. Cappuccilli shared
that the shop initially was
just one room in the church
office building but due to
large quantities of items
generously donated by
community members, they

have been able to expand to
an additional room in the
building as well as keeping
many the donated books in
the hall, creating a makeshift
library set up.

About how the parish
distributes proceeds from
St. Martha’s Thrift Shop Cap-
puccilli said, “We use them

St. Martha’s Thrift Shop
accepts a wide variety of
items, including but not
limited to, small furniture

pieces, small appliances,
records, glassware, jewelry,
books, paintings, picture

frames, lamps, clocks, and
other trinkets. “Everything
but clothing and electronics.

We enjoy working together, and the people
who come in; We have requlars who come in.

And, they get to be like family
- Dee Ziegert

for events. We use from for;
a big one is our scholarships
that we do each year. And
dinners, breakfasts, we have
a parish picnic, and the St.
Martha’s Guild, which is the
men and womens group
here at the church. St. Mar-
tha’s Guild has been around
for almost twenty years.
Mainly because were very
dedicated to our parish.
And, as you know, things are
expensive.’

We don't accept that, mainly

because of our room. We ad-

vertise in our weekly bulletin

donations accepted. We try
to keep it a little vintage, as
they say;” Cappuccilli said.

Ziegert adds, “Clean and
gently used”

Cappuccilli and Ziegert
enjoy volunteering their
time to St. Martha’s Thrift
Shop and collaborating with
each other and other mem-
bers of the parish and com-

munity as a whole.

“Well number one, we
like each other;” Cappuccilli
says.

“We enjoy working to-
gether, and the people who
come in, we have regulars
who come in. And they get
to be like family. You know
what they like, what they’re
looking for. They come in
because everyone’s cheerful
and happy, and we have nice
things. I think that’s why we
like to do it, is because we
enjoy it,” says Ziegert.

Regarding the donation
process and why donating
items is so rewarding, Cap-
puccilli tells us this, “The
people who donate, I mean,
we come in on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, so the two days
that were open, our bench
outside in the hall always has
boxes and packages. People
just come in and they leave
things. And that’s the really
wonderful part about it, be-
cause theyre doing some-
thing too. They may not be
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Mayor presents capital
improvement plan

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - Fiscal re-
sponsibility is a key theme for
many communities during
this budget cycle, and that
includes capital needs and
improvements.

The Agawam High School
project is completely under-
way, but as shown earlier this
week, it is not the only need
for the town.

Mayor Christopher John-
son presented the city coun-
cil with the five-year Capital
Improvement Plan, which
is sometimes called a “wish
list” for the subsequent four
years of the plan. Typically,
the items proposed for the
next fiscal year are also part
of the mayor’s budget re-
quest.

As Johnson reported in his
presentation, the town has
actually made some signifi-
cant capital improvements
in recent years. In addition
to the high school project,
which will take another three
years to complete, the town
has recently opened a brand-
new police headquarters.

A new early childhood cen-
ter will be a part of the high
school project, addressing
another capital need. John-
son also mentions the work
completed at Still Brook
Park. He said all of these
things were accomplished
with limited funds.

“Fiscal restraint and care-
ful planning are required to
assure long-term financial
stability, his presentation
states. “And care must be
taken in project develop-
ment and implementation
in order that bond sales are
timed, so that principal and
interest costs occur in the
year scheduled”

The town plans to tack-
le the roofs at its four ele-
mentary schools. The town
should receive significant
help with those projects
after applying to the Mas-
sachusetts School Building
Authority’s Accelerated Re-
pair Program.

According to Johnson’s
proposal, there is more than
a half million projected for
DPW equipment, $250,000
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AHS students take first
place at 2026 Western
Mass. Chemistry Olympiad

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - On March 17
the University of Massachu-
setts held the 2026 Western
Mass Chemistry Olympiad in
Ambherst. The Western Mass
Chemistry Olympiad is held
every year; all High Schools
throughout Western Mass
are eligible to compete. The
Agawam High School Chem-
istry Teams performed out-
standingly with both the AP
Level team, as well as the
first-year chemistry team
scoring first place in their re-

spected divisions. The relay
team, Quiz Bowl Team, also
won first place. The teams
are coached by Agawam
High Teachers, Dr. Mitchel
Chambers, Teresa Buklere-
wicz, Brian Melloni, and Julie
Scannell.

“We are so proud of our
students,” says Buklerewicz.

This victory follows up
their accomplishment in
2025 where the first-year
chemistry team scored first
place and their victory in
2024 when the AP- Level
team scored first place. It

AHS 1 page 12

Former State Senator Linda Melconian unveils new book

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - On April 17,
the Agawam Public Library
hosted a reading done by For-
mer Massachusetts State Sen-
ator Linda Melconian. During
Melconians time as senator,
she focused on issues involv-
ing anti-discrimination in
genetic testing, Route 57, and
education.

On Thursday evening,
she presented, “Ella Grasso:
The First of the Firsts”. Gras-
so was the first female state
governor elected on her own.
Melconian states Grasso en-
couraged her to pursue a
career in politics, this led to
Melconian becoming the first
female senate majority leader
in Massachusetts. Copies of
Melconians book were sold
at the event; and she donated
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all proceeds from the event to
Friends of the Agawam Public
Library.

Melconian shares
Grasso inspired her.

“I try to emulate her in a
sense of being everywhere,
Melconian said. “She was all
things to all people” Melco-
nian called Grasso a “change
agent” and “ray of sunshine”

“She was always there for
people;” Melconian says. ‘I
didn’t care about appearance.
I want to radiate sunshine. I
worked hard for my constit-
uency.

Agawam Public Library
Adult Services Library As-
sociate Kristen Frost talked
about the organization of the
event.

“Linda first contacted
me last September to let me
know about her new biogra-
phy of Ella Grasso and to ex-

how

press her interest in coming
to talk about the book.” Frost
said. “Although I was still
fairly new here at the library,
I knew from my supervisor,
Cher, that Linda had present-
ed here before on a previous
book she wrote about Con-
gressman Tip O'Neill. When
I met with her, she expressed
her desire to not only share
information about the book
in her presentation but to
also donate the full proceeds
of any books sold back to the
Friends of the Agawam Public
Library group. I was certain-
ly touched by her generosity,
and I was also excited to have
a former state senator appear
at our library”

Melconian’s book perfectly
encapsulates how important
strong role models are for
women. Grasso and Melconi-
an herself, paved the way for

more women to pursue high-
er education and work hard
in their respected careers.
Frost highlights the role
Mount Holyoke College had in
the paths of Melconian, Gras-
so and so many more women,
“Reading the book, you im-
mediately understand that
Senator Melconian is champi-
oning women who have made
important changes in our
world and who have impacted
women in future generations.
It is special that the book
presents several women who
have ties to Mount Holyoke
College, demonstrating their
connectedness and drive for
excellence in their various
fields. Each woman profiled
in the book, from Mary Lyon
to Ella Grasso made some
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Former asachusetts State Senator

Linda Melconian presenting

her book, “Ella Grasso: The First of the Firsts” last Thursday, April

17 at Agawam Public Library.
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Pynchon Point cleanup set for this Saturday morning

AGAWAM - Volunteers
along the Westfield River
and its streams will celebrate
Earth Day on Saturday, Apr.
24 by cleaning up the banks
of the Westfield River water-
shed. This year’s Westfield
River Watershed Associa-
tion's (WRWA) cleanup will
be in honor of Agawam’s
environmental activist, Jack
Coughlin.  Coughlin, well-
known for his daily litter
clean-up activities, was pick-
ing up “nips” bottles at the
roadside when he was struck
by a car and left paralyzed
this past January.

Sheryl Becker, coordina-
tor of the Agawam site and
WRWA Board member, in-
vites everyone to come out
for a morning and support
the work the Jack did every
day. “Jack has been a tireless
and constant supporter of

the environment. We are so
happy to be able to honor
him by carrying on his work
this way””

According to Mark Da-
mon, coordinator for the
WRWA Earth Day cleanup
projects, people can just
show up at one of the gather-
ing sites to participate in the
morning’s cleanup. “Come
out and celebrate with us.
Once again, we are coordi-
nating our cleanup with May-
or Humason’s program. We
invite everyone, Including
young families and teens, to
join us as we clean up our lo-
cal river and its streams and
banks so that they are safe for
everyone to enjoy.’

“Earth Day is a great rea-
son to come out and help
keep our river clean for peo-
ple and wildlife;” said Sher-
yl Becker, another WRWA

cleanup coordinator. “We
find all kinds of garbage
from old tires and bike parts
to plastic water bottles and
snack wrappers. The kids
(and adults, too) love how
good their section of West-
field River looks when they
finish—and they can point
to what they did with such
pride”

This year the water level
has been low, exposing debris
along the banks. “Because of
the pandemic, many more
people have been out along
the shores of the river and its
streams. Not everyone prac-
tices “Leave No Trace,” says
Damon, “so we have some
spots that have significantly
more trash than usual. Safe-
ty is our priority. COVID-19
precautions, including
masks, will be in place for
work groups beyond a family

unit. If the weather or condi-
tions are really severe, we'll
post an update on our web-
site Friday evening/Saturday
morning at www.westfiel-
driver.org” The rain date is
Sunday, April 25.

Mark Damon is apprecia-
tive for the groups that par-
ticipate. “Besides individuals
who just show up at one of
our gathering points, we get
groups from businesses and
organizations, and students
from the local schools and
colleges. We've been doing
this clean-up for 25 years
or so. Schools like Agawam
High send crews almost ev-
eryyear. Damon, who teach-
es at Westfield State Univer-
sity invites his students to
join in. “The kids from the
sports teams really help out
by moving some of the bigger
items we find”

WRWA encourages people
to come and join them for the
morning on Saturday, April
24. Volunteers for the Spring
2021 Westfield River cleanup
will gather at one of two lo-
cations by 9 a.m., meeting in
Westfield in the public park-
ing lot at the end of Meadow
Street near the green bridge
or in Agawam at the Pynchon
Point parking lot near the
South End bridge circle on
River Road. WRWA will dis-
tribute gloves and trash bags
and offer safety tips, then
send off site teams. Note that
most of the cleanup is done
from shore—no river wading
needed. Organizers target
watershed sites in Westfield,
Russell, Huntington, West
Springfield and Agawam. As-
signments are generally com-
pleted by 1 p.m. or earlier.

Everyone is welcome;

children must be supervised
by an adult, and Covid pre-
cautions will be observed.
WRWA will arrange with lo-
cal communities for pickup
of trash and debris recovered
at each site. For questions,
contact Mark Damon regard-
ing Westfield locations at
413-977-1577, markjdamon@
gmail.com or Sheryl Beck-
er for Agawam area sites at
413-374-1921, sherlearth69@
gmail.com.

The Westfield River Water-
shed Association was estab-
lished in 1953 to protect and
improve the natural resourc-
es of the watershed, as well as
to expand recreational and
other land use opportunities
for people’s enjoyment and
for sound ecology. To learn
more, visit www.westfieldriv-
er.org or visit our Westfield
River Facebook page.

Springfield CROP Hunger Walk this Sunday

AGAWAM - No one in
this world should be hungry.
That’s why CROP Hunger
Walks are more than just
a gathering of people in a
place. CROP Hunger Walk-
ers are part of a movement,
taking steps and raising
funds to provide meals for
those in their own commu-
nity who need them - and
supporting programs that
create greater food security
in communities around the

world.
The annual Agawam/
West  Springfield CROP

Hunger Walk is on Sunday,
April 26. Agawam Congre-
gational Church, 745 Main
Street in Agawam, is host-
ing the event this year. The
Registration Rally begins
at 1 p.m. with the Aga-
wam Lion’s Club providing
lunch. There will be music
and raffle prizes before the

1:30 p.m. kick-off. There are
options for walkers of all
ages of one, three and six
mile routes. The two longer
routes will take in the Con-
necticut River walkway. The
event takes place rain or
shine with the motto, “We
walk because they walk”
Around the world, there
are many people who walk
miles for water, food and
fuel for cooking.

Three quarters of funds
raised will go to Church
World Service (CWS) while
one quarter of funds will
support the Parish Cup-
board (which serves fam-
ilies in Agawam, Feeding
Hills and West Springfield.)
CROP Hunger Walkers raise
more than $6 million annu-
ally to bring help and hope
to those who need it most.
500 walks across the coun-
try are building a world

who

where there is enough for
all. The 2025 local CROP
Hunger Walk raised over
$11,000 and hopes to exceed
that this year!

People can sign up online
at www.events.crophunger-
walk.org/chw and search-
ing for the Agawam/West
Springfield Walk. Faith com-
munities and organizations
have formed teams
include Agawam Congre-
gational Church; Agawam,

West Springfield and West-

field United Methodist
Churches; Feeding Hills
Congregational Church; St.
David’s Episcopal Church,
First Congregational West
Springfield; Grace Lutheran
and Good Shepherd Church-
es; the Islamic Society of

Western MA; and the Parish

Cupboard. People can also
sign up as individuals or cre-
ate their own teams.

A message from concerned Agawam residents

Automated License
Plate Readers
(ALPRSs) are being

installed in Agawam ‘“‘{

They are Flock cameras.

Part of a nationwide surveillance
network owned by a for-profit

company.

They use Al 24x7 to identify and
record all vehicles and their

characteristics.

Flock ALPR camera

A

The cameras were quietly
approved* and installed
without community

Friends of Veterans holding
Engraved Brick fundraiser

AGAWAM — The Friends
of the Agawam Veterans
Council (FAVC) are proud to
announce the launch of their
Engraved Brick Fundraiser in
support of the Veterans Me-
morial at School Street Park.

This meaningful initiative
offers community members
the opportunity to create a
lasting tribute honoring vet-
erans who have served our
nation. Participation is open
to everyone— you do not
need to be an Agawam resi-
dent to purchase a brick.

Supporters can purchase
a4x8 engraved brick for $125,
which will become a perma-

nent part of the memorial.

Each brick is designed to
maintain a uniform and re-
spectful appearance and may
include:

« Name

« Branch of Service

« Years of Service

(Up to 3 lines of text, 18
characters per line, including
spaces.)

“This memorial is a way
for our community to come
together and recognize the
sacrifices of the men and
women who served,’ said rep-
resentatives of the Friends of
the Agawam Veterans Coun-
cil. “Each brick tells a story

and ensures that these indi-
viduals are honored for gen-
erations to come.”

The Veterans Memorial at
School Street Park is being
developed as a place of re-
flection, remembrance, and
community pride.

Community members are
encouraged to participate
by honoring a family mem-
ber, friend, or loved one who
served—no matter where
they reside.

For more information or
to purchase a brick, please
contact: Patrick Asta-Ferrero
at agawamvetfriends@gmail.
com.

Yard Waste Collection dates announced

AGAWAM - Yard Waste
Collection will take place
on scheduled recycling days
during the weeks listed be-
low.

*Yard Waste must be out
by 6:30 a.m. of collection day

Yard Waste is defined as:

«Grass clippings, leaves,
weeds, shrub trimmings, and
brush or limbs under 3” in di-
ameter.

Acceptable Yard Waste
preparation:

«Brown kraft bags or

30-gallon barrels with han-
dles may be used.

«Barrels must be labeled
as Yard Waste, no heavier
than 40lbs.

«Loose brush/branches,
under 3”in diameter and 3’
in length, must be tied in
bundles with biodegradable
twine, weighing no more
than 40lbs.

Not acceptable:

«Loose brush or branches

Bundles tied with wire,
nylon or plastic (these items

harm grinding equipment)

«Bundles heavier than 40
Ibs

«Brush and limbs greater
than 3” in diameter

«Yard waste bags contam-
inated with rocks, soil, or
wood chips

«Yard waste in plastic bags

A Week

May 11-15

June 22-26

B Week

May 4-8

June 15-19

Troop 82 to hold annual bottle and can drive

AGAWAM - Troop 82,
Agawams longest-running
Scout group, will host a bot-
tle and can drive from 9 a.m.
to 12 noon on Saturday May
2 at Agawam Congregation-

al Church located at 745
Main Street, Agawam. Funds
raised will support troop ac-
tivities, training and gear.
The troop runs programs
year-round and accepts new

members aged 11-17 at any
time during the year. Scouts
are also offering donation
pick up before May 2; email
troop82agawam@gmail.com
to make arrangements.

License plate and "vehicle
fingerprint" data go to Flock's
cloud database, made for access
by law enforcement nationwide.

knowledge or consent.
*see Agawam TR-2025-67

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

« Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
« First-Rate Used Auto Parts $5$

appears.

Money on . .
« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts the gp - will be liable for any er-
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All ror in an advertisement
“Serving all of Western Mass.” Vehicles to a greater extent than

the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

GREY TOYOTA TACOMA i Py
34.87934, -86.24786 2025-02-10 16:05Z
Annotated ALPR image,
courtesy of DeFlock.org

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

[rey
Firerl Hall

See more ALPRs mapf)ed
at DeFlock.org

Take Action

Learn: DeFlock.org, dontgetflocked.com/home. Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Talk with your neighbors: Many are unaware of ,
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

Agawam ALPRs. Mass surveillance affects everyone,
regardless of politics.

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

Request public records: Grant application/amendment,
contracts, data-sharing agreements, camera locations.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Contact elected officials: Push for policies that ban or
restrict mass-surveillance technologies.

Attend City Council meetings: Share your feedback.
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Suffield Garden Club
hosts May Market

SUFFIELD, CT - When
you see the merry, yellow
and white striped tents next
to the Phelps-Hatheway
House barn in Suffield, CT,
you know it’s time for May
Market

Now in its 48th year,
the Suffield Garden Club’s
May Market always de-
lights. Thirty-five vendors
will be offering everything
from plants, garden art,
pottery, house signs, metal
work, wooden ware, unique
wreaths, and second-hand
treasures to power equip-
ment, jewelry and food.
Shoppers can patronize
returning favorites as well
as new additions like the
Dirty Sip, an on-trend drink
that mixes soda with fla-
vored syrup and creamer.
Also new this year is live
entertainment for children
and adults in the Summer
House just south of the
main house.

Gardeners can enjoy
extra benefits such as the
availability of Spear Head

Spades, roses and shrubs,
and Suffield High School’s
Agriscience students with a
selection of student-grown
plants and herbs. The Gar-
den Club also offers “Mem-
ber Plants” - locally grown
perennials and annuals at
amazingly low prices — and
free gardening advice at the
Club’s booth.

Admission is free, but
don’t forget to bring cash
or your checkbook since
not all vendors take credit
cards. Visitors are encour-
aged to bring their own re-
usable shopping bags, as
well as a wagon or cart for
transporting their treasures
back to their cars.

The Suffield Garden
Club, organized in 1934, is
a non-profit organization
dedicated to the beautifi-
cation of Suffield. Proceeds
from this event support
civic beautification, high
school scholarships, town
conservation, horticulture
education, and garden ther-
apy programs.

Catholic Women’s
Club Banquet

AGAWAM - The an-
nual May Banquet for the
Catholic Women’s Club of
Agawam will be held on
Wednesday, May 20 at Stor-
rowtown Tavern in West
Springfield, MA. It will be-
gin with a social time at
6 p.m. and the buffet will
be served at 6:30 p.m. The
menu will consist of fruit
and cheese platter/veggie
and dip platter, salad, bread
and butter, potatoes, sea-
sonal vegetables, Chicken

Francaise, Yankee pot roast,
broiled scrod, tea, coffee
and dessert ice cream puff.
The price is $38 per per-
son and checks payable to
CWC can be placed in the
St. John the Evangelist’s col-
lection baskets at Mass or
mailed to Paula Raiche, 181
Leonard St., Agawam, MA
01001, no later than May
10. There will be no refunds.
The club’s monthly business
meeting and annual meet-
ing will follow the dinner.

ACC to hold Mother’s
Day Plant Sale

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Congregational Church is
having a Mother’s Day Plant
Sale to be held on May 9
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
Come bright and early for
the best blooms. We will
have over 50 hanging plants,
hypertufa planters with se-
dums, annuals, perrenials,

bulbs, hostas, hypertufa
lady bugs, pine cone flowers
that last forever.

If you have a garage or
basement full of old pots
(any size) and you want to
get rid of them this is the
time. Drop them off outside
the back door of the church,
745 Main St. Agawam.

N E

& WASTE]

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS

BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 ¢ Fax 413-789-3738
WWW.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small’”’

Grant to visit historic site

AGAWAM - The grounds
of the historic Thomas Smith
House at 251 North West
Street in Feeding Hills, Mass.,
will be the site of a first-per-
son visit from General & Mrs.
Ulysses S. Grant on Satur-
day, May 2. An open house at
the National-Register-listed
property will take place from
12 to 3 p.m., with a presen-
tation by General and Mrs.
Grant at 1 p.m. This event
is suitable for all ages; 19th
century-style clothing will be
available for children to try
on and have their photos tak-
en with the General.

After a brief introduction
and survey of the General’s
life by Mrs. Julia D. Grant,
the engagements, habits and
contributions of the great
Civil War general will be ex-
plored by Sam Grant through
the use of lively and often
humorous anecdotes, letters
and impressions of the times.

Since 1989, Sam Grant has
dedicated his life to under-
standing Ulysses S. Grant,
one of the greatest leaders
this nation has ever known.
After years of study and ex-
perience, and portrayal of
General Grant, his profes-
sional interpretation of the
General’s physical stature
and character have won him
the intellectual admiration
and heartfelt appreciation
of novice spectators and the
most serious students of Civ-
il War history alike. A highly
acclaimed academic and
motivational speaker, film

producer, and United States
Navy veteran, Sam Grant’s in
spiring and informative pre-
sentation will leave you with
the overwhelming sense you
have experienced the true
General Grant, up close and
personal, as history should
be.

Photo opportunities with
the General and Mrs. Grant
will follow the presentation.

This program, free and
open to the public, is sup-
ported in part by a grant
from the Agawam Cultural
Council, alocal agency which
is supported by the Mass Cul-
tural Council, a state agency.

The private, non-profit,
all-volunteer Agawam His-
torical Association preserves
and presents Agawam and
Feeding Hills history at its
two locations and provides
educational opportunities at
its quarterly meetings. The
association archives and dis-
plays artifacts pertaining to
the Town of Agawam and its
Fire Department in the Mar-
ilyn P. Curry History Room
and Chief Russell “Rusty”
Jenks Apparatus Room of the
Agawam Historical & Fire
House Museum, located in
the former Elm Street Fire
Station at 35 Elm Street in
Agawam Center. The as so-
ciation has preserved the ca.
1757 Thomas Smith House,
at 251 North West Street in
Feeding Hills, in largely orig-
inal, unrestored condition;
the property was listed in the
National Register of Historic

The Agawam Historical Association will host acclaimed Ulysses
S. Grant portrayist Sam Grant for a first-person visit by General
& Mrs. Grant on Saturday, May 2 at the historic Thomas Smith
House, 251 North West Street, Feeding Hills, Mass. An open house
will take place from 12 to 3 p.m.; with a presentation by General

and Mrs. Grant at 1 p.m.

Places in 2005. The associ-
ation also offers an annual
scholarship to an Agawam
senior pursuing higher ed-
ucation in a history related
field. For more information,

SUBMITTED PHOTO

please visit agawambhistory.
org or follow the Agawam
Historical Association on In-
stagram and Facebook. Vol-
unteers and new members
are always welcome.

Golf Tournament to support Wreaths Across America

AGAWAM — The Friends
of the Massachusetts Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery at
Agawam and the Friends of
the Agawam Veterans Coun-
cil proudly announce their
Second Annual Golf Tourna-
ment in support of Wreaths
Across America, a national
effort to honor and remember
our fallen veterans during the

holiday season.

This exciting event prom-
ises a day of camaraderie, re-
membrance, and community
support. Golfers, sponsors,
and community members
are invited to participate and
help lay wreaths at the graves
of veterans resting at the
Agawam Veterans Memorial
Cemetery this December.

The Tournament will be
held on June 28. Registration
begins at 10:30 a.m. and golf-
ing starts at 12 noon at Aga-
wam Municipal Golf Course.
The costs are $135 for an indi-
vidual golfer, $540 for a team
of four, $30 for dinner only,
and $100 to sponsor a tee.
Other sponsorships are also
available.

To Register or Sponsor,
contact Marline Claremont
at 413-221-9548 or email
wreathfriends@gmail.com.
Registration forms are avail-
able upon request. Join us in
honoring those who served
with a round of golf, good
food, and great company—all
for a noble cause.

Nacho Average Wellness’

AGAWAM - A group of
local eldercare agencies and
facilities is sponsoring “Nacho
Average Wellness, Thursday,
May 7 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.at
Heritage Woods, 464 Main St.,
Agawam.

The event is designed to
offer caregivers and profes-

X

sionals time to step away from
their busy lives, reconnect with
themselves, and connect with
others, according to Chantal
Bernard, founder of Chanda
Care, one of the sponsors.

The featured topic of the
evening is “Don't be a Burnt
Taco: How to Come Back

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE
For License To Carry Permit
$140
Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com

GRAND OPENING!

Sunday April 26th, 11:00 to 3:00

STONEBRIDGE COMMONS, Enfield, CT
55+ Community of Ranch Homes
Starting at $624,900.00

P

C:413-478-1166

Corner G. Washington and Brainard Rd, Enfield CT
G.P.S. 242 Brainard Rd., Enfield, CT
www.stonebridgecommons.com

Free Standing Ranch Homes
3 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage
5 Models To Choose From
Phase 1, Choice Lots Available

a N
- -

STONEBRIDGE

COMMONS

Event at Heritage Woods

to Yourself, with a focus on
conversation around simple,
practical ways for caregivers
to reduce stress and prevent
burnout.

Margaritas, including a
non-alcoholic option, will be
available along with a taco
bar and other light bites. In

addition, guests will be able
to enter a raffle for a wellness
basket valued at $100.

The event is sponsored by
Chanda Care, Chanda’s House,
Brookhaven Hospice, and
Heritage Woods. There is no
charge to attend. R.S.VP. to tif-
fanylagacy.genesish

 Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire
DEFENSE ATTORNEY

1380 Main Street, Suite 201
Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168

(Se Habla Espariol, preguntar por Marisol)
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

LAVLILE

CANDSCAPE
CONSTIQQUCTION

Landscape Experts Serving Western MA and Northern CT

From Custom Design
Landscaping And Hardscapes
To Dumpster Rentals and More —
WE DO IT ALL!

Full Landscape Service Specializing In:
Hardscapes Brick Paver
and Patio & Retaining Walls
Lawn Maintenance
Roll-Off Dumpsters:
10 Yard, 15 Yard and 20 Yard
Mulch & Stone
Spring and Fall Cleanups

Agawam, MA
(413) 786-4392 * zymrozinc.com
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Opinion

Guest Column
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Must [ set up a
Social Security account
to enroll in Meaicare?

Dear Rusty:

I turn 65 this November
2026. Someone told me I
need to set up a Social Se-
curity account at least three
months ahead of time be-
fore applying for Medicare
for the first time. I do not
intend to take any Social
Security benefits until, per-
haps, age 67 or later. Please
advise and thank you.

Signed: Looking Ahead

Dear Looking Ahead:

You don't technically
need to “set up” an online
SSA account to enroll in
Medicare, but it would be
more efficient to do so. We
always recommend creat-
ing your online “my Social
Security” account at www.
ssa.gov/myaccount well be-
fore you are ready to claim
your Social Security bene-
fits. That’s because you can
monitor your projected
Social Security benefits to
help you decide when to
claim, but it also facilitates
other things you might
need to do at the Social
Security ~ Administration
such as claiming your SS
retirement benefits online
and enrolling in Medicare
online.

As for Medicare, you
can enroll in Medicare up
to three months before the
month you turn 65, and
you can contact the Social
Security Administration by
phone up to three months
prior in order to schedule
an appointment to enroll
over the phone (call 1-800-
772-1213 to make the ap-
pointment). You can enroll
via telephone, even if you
don’t have your “my Social
Security” online account
set up.

However, an advantage
to creating your personal
online Social Security ac-
countIs that you could then
enroll in Medicare online as
described at this link: www.
ssa.gov/medicare/sign-up.
And you can, as you wish to
do, enroll only in Medicare
without also taking your

Social Security benefits at
this time.

I want to also make you
aware that if you are still
working and have “credit-
able” healthcare coverage
from your employer (“cred-
itable” is an employer group
plan with at least 20 partic-
ipants), then you can delay
enrolling in Medicare until
your employer coverage
ends (thus saving the usual
Medicare Part B monthly
premium). When your em-
ployer’s healthcare cover-
age ends, you will enter a
Special Enrollment Period
during which you can en-
roll in Medicare without in-
curring a Late Enrollment
Penalty.

Finally, please be aware
that whenever you claim
your Social Security bene-
fits, you will be automati-
cally enrolled in Medicare
Part A (inpatient hospital-
ization coverage) and Part
B (coverage for outpatient
medical services). Since
there is a monthly premium
associated with Medicare
Part B (but not with Part
A), you can choose to de-
cline Part B if you are still
working and covered by
your employer’s creditable
healthcare plan, until your
employer’s healthcare cov-
erage ends.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundations
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

In honor of Mother Earth

This week, we cel-

tions such as beau-

tifying our yards or produc-
ing home grown vegetables,
it is important to note that
the gardening/greenhouse
industry hasn’'t always been
what youd call “earth-friend-
ly” From mountains of plastic
pots not rotting away in our
landfills to story after story of
chemical misuse, we inadver-
tently hurt the very source of
our pleasure.

So, in honor of Earth Day,
read from the archives eight
easy things we can do as gar-
deners to tread a bit more
lightly on ‘ole Mother.

Feed the soil,
not the plant

Have your soil tested and
ask for organic recommen-
dations to correct nutrient
deficiencies.  Replenishing
your garden with amend-
ments like rock phosphate
and greensand will help to
create long-lasting nutrient
storehouses.

Healthy soil will produce
plants that are less prone to
insect and disease problems.

Start a compost pile

Layer your vegetable and
yard waste, keep it moist and
give it a turn. After a short
time it will decompose, leav-
ing behind a great source of
organic matter.

%

Were

ebrate Earth Day.
Lots of towns
host bulk
waste days or
a town-wide
clean up as
ways to note
the day.

While most
of us garden
with great inten-

Roberta Meluaio

No matter how you gar-
den, be it vegetables, flowers,
herbs, fruits or even shrubs,
each benefit from a yearly top
dressing of “black gold”

Make compost tea

Are your transplants look-
ing a little pale? Rather than
sprinkling them with “blue
water; perk them up with
home-brewed compost tea.

Mix one part well-rotted
compost or manure to five
parts water and allow it to
sit for a week or more. Strain
before foliar feeding your
plants.

Shop Mom and Pop

Buying local, directly from
the grower usually means a
knowledgeable sales team!
Form relationships and learn
from their expertise.

Ask them to carry organic
seeds, potting soils and pest
control options.

Reduce, reuse, recycle!

I first became familiar
with this catch phrase back
in 1990, when Earth Day
celebrations went global. In
the context of plastic pots
and other containers used to
grow or move plants, I'd like
to think that the local Mom
and Pop shop would take
back the pots you bought

their plants in and use them
to grow next years crop.

If not, maybe you

could reuse

them to start

some home-
grown seed-
lings and re-

N\ cycle the rest.
: An even better
solution for earth con-
scious growers would
be to replace plastic
with fiber (stronger than
peat and made from recycled
materials to boot).

Use least toxic measures
to control bugs and

other garden thugs

Beer to trap slugs, and
baking soda for black spot —
the list of remedies to fight
garden maladies is numerous
and not always a stretch of
the imagination. If you must
choose a chemical option fol-
low the manufacturer’s rec-
ommendations.  Assuming
that more is better is outdat-
ed and dangerous thinking!

Conserve water

We all know that watering
during the heat of the day re-
sults in lots of moisture lost
to evaporation while water-
ing in the evening can make
plants more prone to disease.
What to do?

For happy, hydrated plants
water in the early morning
hours instead. Hand water-
ing at the base of each plant
or using soaker hoses or drip
irrigation is far better than
overhead sprinklers when it
comes to conservation and
disease prevention.
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Red-breasted nuthatch

Last Wednesday, April 8
while waiting at the bus stop
for my grandson, I saw two
red-breasted nuthatches in a
small grove of pine trees near
the road.

They were going up and
down several pine trees most
likely in search of insects.
The red-breasted nuthatch
is about 4.3 to 4.7 inches
long and exhibits the typical
head-down nuthatch behav-
ior of its larger cousin, the
white-breasted nuthatch.

Male and females are similar
with a black eye stripe, white
eyebrow and buff orange un-
derparts. It has a blue-gray
back.

They inhabit conifer for-
ests and in winter may be
found in other trees. They
nest mostly in conifers such
as spruce, fir, hemlock.

Both sexes excavate a nest
cavity in a rotten stub or snag,
usually five to 40 feet about
the ground. Sticky pitch is
smeared around the entrance

of the nest hole possibly to
prevent other creatures from
entering. Adults avoid getting
stuck in the pitch by flying
straight into the hole. Some-
times they are seen with pitch
on their feathers.

The female lays five to six
white, spotted eggs. The fe-
male incubates the eggs and
the male brings food to her.
Both parents feed the nest-
lings. Young nuthatches leave
the nest about two to three
weeks after hatching.

w0 My

BACKYARD

By Ellenor Downer

v+ &

They have a soft, musical
song used especially in court-
ship by the male. These nut-
hatches eat insects, spiders
and seeds in summer. In win-

ter they eat many seeds espe-
cially those of conifers.

Nesting bluebirds
BACKYARD I page 5

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must
be received by noon Monday to be considered for

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample. No endorsement
letters will be printed in the last edition before the
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

fundraisers.

plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the
Agawam Advertiser News.
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OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.
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Schools & Youth

Gloria McLellan Scholarship available

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) have kicked
off their annual scholarship
fundraising program, de-
signed to be awarded to high
school and college students
from Western Massachusetts
who are pursuing further ed-
ucation in Visual Arts.

Deadline to apply for the
Gloria McLellan Memorial
Scholarship is May 1. Stu-
dents can apply at www.aga-

wamarts.com.

Anthony  Nguyen  of
Springfield, Sarah McDonald
of Longmeadow, and Charles
Santiago of Chicopee were
each awarded $1200 scholar-
ships last year.

The scholarship is named
after Gloria McLellan, a local
artist and one of the founding
members of ACAA.

Funds for the scholarship
are raised through the ACAA’s
New England Mosaic Project,

which has just launched in
local Western Mass libraries.
Through the libraries, anyone
can pick up a blank canvas,
apply art to it, and return it
by May 15. The canvases be-
come part of a 24-foot Mosaic
display. The canvases are sold
at two events in August with
net proceeds going directly to
the scholarship.

Scholarships ~ will  be
awarded in June for the 2026
fall semester.

CWC Scholarship applications available

AGAWAM - Applica-
tion forms for the Catholic
Women’s Club of Agawam’s
scholarship are available.
Applicants must be a child
or grandchild of a club mem-
ber and a graduating high

school senior. The forms
will be available at the club’s
monthly meetings in March
and April or at the St. John
the Evangelist Parish Center
office at 833 Main St., Aga-
wam MA, Monday -Thursday;,

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Completed forms and all
requested information must
be returned by Apr. 30 to the
email or mailing address on
the application. No late ap-
plications will be accepted.

BACKYARD 1 from page 4

On Saturday, April 11 1
received an email from a
Hampden resident. She said,
“Our bluebirds are back and
have completed their nest.
We are awaiting the first egg.
I'm surprised they use mostly
pine needles constructing the
nest.

Brimfield birds

A Brimfield resident said
he saw a female brown-head-
ed cowbird in his yard. He
said it was unusual as he usu-
ally sees the male before the
female.

He said, “On SundayIdid a
tour of local ponds. There was
a pair of ring-necked ducks
on Sherman Pond in Brim-
field and several on a pond in
Warren. Also in Warren I saw
an osprey at the pond where
they have nested for several
years. I've been checking the
pond since early March and
this is the first sighing of an
osprey this year. I hope its
partner shows up soon”

He also said, in Warren,
there was a bald eagle at a
pond on New Reed Street.
There has been one or two
there frequently  during
March. A pair of eastern blue-
birds was seen perched on

Red-breasted nuthatch

two different trees with holes
possibly suitable for a nest.
I often see bluebirds using
nesting boxes, but have nev-
er seen them using a natural
cavity. I'll keep checking to
see it they nest in either tree”

Non-bird sighting

The Brimfield resident re-
ported a non-bird sighting.
He said “while driving out
of the driveway yesterday I
saw a small frog hopping off
of the driveway. Probably
a spring peeper. I'll have to
check a nearby small pond
in the woods nearby to see if
there are peepers there. The
frog could have been a pick-
erel frog, we see those every
year in the yard. They come
in three sizes; small, medium

and large. I try to be careful
when I mow or weed whack
to avoid them.”

Raven

My granddaughter while
walking her dogs on Saturday,
April 11 heard the crooking
sound of a raven. It startled
both the dogs and her.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005. The Palmer
office has a new phone sys-
tem and I will be getting an
extension where messages
may be left. I will publish the
number as soon as it is set up.

GARDEN & from page 4

Extend the harvest

Do you know how far most
fruits and vegetables have to
travel to reach the local super-
market? Probably far more
than the average American
travels in a year’s time. Frus-
trated? Then read up on vari-
ous methods of extending the
use of your own garden boun-

ty past the growing season.

This could mean grow-
ing a few veggies like winter
squash, onions or garlic - all
of which store well. It could
also mean trying your hand
at freezing or drying some of
your produce for use in the
offseason.

Few of us can feed our-
selves entirely, but whatever
we can grow offsets the rest.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School
of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. For the
last 34 years, she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

LET’S

Jamie Joslyn

Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic
person interested in selling
advertising for our community
newspapers plus more! The
right candidate will assume an
established territory with

a portfolio of customers.

WORK
TOGETHER

Join Our Team!
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Turley Publications
Send resume & cover letter to:

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

R

Y : ,

' Jotimal Register

B home

Representative

wellneg

-

DISTRIBUTED :"

HIRING:

Advertising

Offering a
competitive

commission structure,
401k, and health plan.

Library unveils new logo
during National Library Week

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Public Library looks to the
future and embraces its roots
as we launch arebranding ini-
tiative this Spring. In recogni-
tion of National Library Week
(April 19 to April 25), the Aga-
wam Library is unveiling our
new official logo and brand
redesign. Beginning very
soon, visitors and patrons
of the Agawam Library will
notice a concerted effort to
expand its vision as a vibrant
and cohesive gathering place
for the greater Agawam com-
munity. Over the past several
months, the library’s manage-
ment team has been working
with graphic designer, Heath-
er Bulmer to create a logo de-
signed to be sustainable and
meaningful to the patrons
and staffat the library. “It was
ajoy to work with the team at
the Agawam Public Library”,
Ms. Bulmer noted. “Their
warmth, dedication, and gen-
uine care for the community
made the process truly col-
laborative. Together, we cre-
ated an identity that reflects
both the library’s roots and its
welcoming, forward-looking
spirit.”

When visitors come to the
Agawam Library, they are wel-
comed by a variety of plants
that have come to define the
warm, communal spaces

throughout the building. The

management team aimed to
capture that impression in its
rebranding efforts. The new
logo also honors the tradi-
tions of the printed page and
the town’s agricultural histo-
ry. The timing is right for the
library to reimagine its role in
the Agawam community and
also consider what lies ahead.
After the challenges of the
pandemic and a 10-month
relocation, the library is ready
to greet the future with a re-
newed dedication to its mis-
sion:

“The mission of the Aga-
wam Public Library is to pro-
vide materials and services to
help residents of all ages and
abilities obtain information
meeting their personal, ed-
ucational, recreational and
professional needs. The li-
brary strives to promote and
encourage lifelong learning,
self-improvement and self-ex-
pression. Emphasis is placed
on access to and assistance in
using technologies that serve
as a gateway to information
resources within the library
and beyond. The library has a
special mission serving young
children and their parents;
bringing the joy of reading
and learning at the earliest
possible age to enhance life-
time literacy”

The library strives to culti-
vate a sense of belonging and

the plant collection creates
an atmosphere that encour-
ages growth and inspires
connections. The community
lies at the heart of everything
the library does. The new ta-
gline “Connecting Commu-
nity, Cultivating Curiosity”
recognizes the library’s role
in providing access to ideas,
resources and learning op-
portunities, as well as being
a place that fosters creativ-
ity, discovery and lifelong
learning. Library visitors can
always rely on access to tradi-
tional materials and look for-
ward as the library introduces
new and innovative programs
and services.

There will be a special
visual exhibit in the library
lobby during National Library
Week. In the coming weeks,
the library will be converting
all of its printed and digital
material to reflect the new
branding. A new website is
soon to follow. The library is
especially grateful to Heather
Bulmer for her guidance, ex-
pertise and patience in work-
ing with the library’s man-
agement team. According to
Assistant Library Director,
Cher Collins “we are thrilled
about the branding redesign
for the library. The images
and colors capture our com-
mitment to our past, present
and future.”

Grinspoon banquets scheduled for next month

HOLYOKE - The Pio-
neer Valley Excellence in
Teaching Awards will hon-
or 90 teachers from over
20 Western Massachusetts
school districts at celebra-
tory banquets at the Log
Cabin in Holyoke on May
6, 12 and 20.

The program will fea-
ture anawards presenta-
tion honoring the winners,
who will each receive an
engraved plaque and mon-
etary award in recognition
of their achievement, along
with generous tuition in-
centives and scholarships
offered by the following col-
leges and universities in
the region: American Inter-
national College, Bay Path
University, Elms ~ College,

Springfield College, West-
ern New England University,
Westfield State University,
and the University of Massa-
chusetts.

Winners also receive a
3-month membership to
one of the six regional YM-
CAsand a 1- month mem-
bership to the Springfield
Jewish Community Center.

The Pioneer Valley Excel-
lence in Teaching Awards
program, now in its 23rd
year, is made possible by
the Harold Grinspoon
Charitable Foundation in
partnership with the Irene
E. & George A. Davis Foun-
dation and supported by
the American International
College, Smith College, Ar-
rha Credit Union a divi-

sion of BrightBridge Credit
Union, Country Bank, and
Meyers Brothers Kalicka.

“Our teachers serve
not only as educators, but
alsoas mentors, commu-
nity leaders, and innova-
tors. They play a funda-
mental role in supporting
families and building com-
munities. It is a great priv-
ilege to recognize outstand-
ing teachers in the Pioneer
Valley” Michelle Moon, Di-
rector, Excellence in Teach-
ing Awards at the Harold
Grinspoon Charitable Foun-
dation.

For a complete list of the
2026 award winners, please
visit the Harold Grinspoon
Charitable Foundation web-
site: hgcf.org.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Egyptian bull-god 33. Defunct of Republic of Korea  29. Scrape a surface

5. Romanian monetary supercomputer 34. Green vegetable
unit developer CLUES DOWN 35. Pacific Standard Time

8. Will Ferrell holiday ~ 38. Promotional 1. Bridge building degree  36. Capital of Brazilian city
film materials 2. Expression of sorrow  37. Paddle

11. “It Ain’t Half Hot 41, A forgetful state or pity 39. Cause to become
Mum” actor 43. One who beheads 3. Large, stocky lizard insane

13. Error-related 45, Photographers 4. Romanian river 40. Drier and flakier
negativity 48. Small, rich sponge 5. Communication 41. Mimic

14. Volcanic crater cake 6. Stoats 42. ESPN personality

15. Boston Herald 49. Clergy’s vestment 7. Showcases Kimes
columnist Margery ~ 50. Expressed pleasure 8. Bird of prey 44, One who moves

16. True market value  55. Abba __, Israeli 9. King of Thebes slowly

17. Italian term for politician 10. Cleaving tool 45, Secret political clique
exchange rate 56. Zero 12. Large African antelope  46. Behind the stern of

18. Informal loan clubs

20. Men’s fashion for “earless” notable
accessory 59. Nigerian 19. Meet one’s needs

21. Children’s craft governmental area  23. C. European river
supply 60. Mild expression of 24, Dictator

22. Extra benefits
25. In an early way
30. A judge has one
31. Soviet Socialist
Republic

things

63. Make

32. Tractor unit

57. Ancient Greek word

surprise
61. Places to hang

62. Keyboard key

out of 100 (abbr.)

26. The 17th letter of the university
Greek alphabet 58. Midway between
a mistake 27. Consume food south and southeast

64. One-time president

14. Three are particularly

25. Indicates how much

28. Woman (French)

aship
47. Supernatural force
48. Sanctuary
51. Swiss river
52. Grayish white
53. Engrave by coating
54. North Carolina

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 10
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HCC hosting ‘Fresh Check Day’
Wednesday, April 29

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College is host-
ing a day dedicated to pro-
moting mental health and
wellness on Wednesday,
April 29.

“Fresh Check Day” will
run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
the HCC Courtyard.

This innovative program,
developed by the Connecti-
cut-based Jordan Porco
Foundation, is designed to
bring together the campus
community to “check in” on
the mental health and well-
ness of college students. The
event is free and open to all.

Organized by the Office
of the Dean of Student Ex-
perience and HCC Student
Engagement, with support
from other campus partners
and student clubs, Fresh
Check Day will transform
the HCC Courtyard into a
vibrant expo-like setting
with interactive exhibits,
food prizes, giveaways — and
friendly puppies.

“Student well-being is an

essential part of the overall
student experience at Holy-
oke Community College;
said Julissa Col6n, HCC
dean of student experience.
“By increasing awareness
of mental health resources
and creating opportunities
for connection, we remind
students that they are sup-
ported not only academi-
cally but as whole people
throughout their time here”

Highlights include in-
teractive exhibits and ac-
tivities designed to educate
and engage students on
mental health topics, such
as stress management, anx-
iety, depression, and suicide
prevention; community
engagement opportunities
where students can connect
with their peers and to cam-
pus resources in a positive,
community-focused envi-
ronment; and prizes and
giveaways.

The Jordan Porco Foun-
dation is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit based in Wethers-

field, Conn. It was founded
in 2011 by Ernie and Marisa
Porco after they lost their
son Jordan to suicide when
he was a freshman in col-
lege.

The goal of Fresh Check
Day is to create an ap-
proachable and hopeful
environment for discussing
mental health and support-
ing student wellness.

“Many of our students
are navigating compet-
ing responsibilities and
an increasingly complex
world,” said Col6n. “Events
like Fresh Check Day help
strengthen a campus cul-
ture where students feel
seen, valued, and encour-
aged to reach out”

In the event of rain, the
event will be held inside, on
the second floor of the HCC
Campus Center.

Fore more details about
Fresh Check Day at HCC,
please contact Julissa Colén
at 413-552-2508 or jcolon@
hcc.edu

ACAA New England Mosaic
project oficially underway

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans’ 2026 New England
Mosaic project is officially
off and running.

This year’s Mosaic theme
is “New England Treasures.
Net proceeds from the proj-
ect fund scholarships for
Western Massachusetts
high school and college stu-
dents pursuing an educa-
tion in visual arts.

The 2026 Mosaic project
kicked off recently at eight
local libraries and the West
Springfield Senior Center.

The Mosaic effort invites
the public to paint/create a
small 6x6-inch canvas. Last

year over 200 artists partici-
pated. The returned canvas-
es are assembled onto a 24-
foot Mosaic display and are
sold at two events in August.

Whether this would be
your first canvas or if you
are a seasoned artist, we
invite you to pick up a free
canvas at any of the fol-
lowing libraries: Agawam,
West Springfield, Westfield,
Southwick, East Forest Park,
East Longmeadow, Long-
meadow, and Chicopee;
or, at the West Springfield
Senior Center. Details are
included with each canvas.
You can paint, draw or apply
anything to a canvas that

illustrates what you love
about New England. Can-
vases need to be returned by
May 15.

Whether you create a
canvas or not, please join
us at our Mosaic Unveiling
on Wednesday, Aug. 5, from
5 to 7 p.m., at the Agawam
Municipal Golf Course.
There, you can view the Mo-
saic, perhaps see a canvas
you would like, and support
our scholarship.

The Mosaic will also be
on display at the sixth annu-
al Pioneer Valley Arts Fes-
tival, to be held on Aug. 21
and 22 at the Polish Ameri-
can Club in Feeding Hills.

LETTUCE | CABBAGE | SEEDS
POTS AND SOILS

Open for the season!

PERENNIALS | ROSES | CLEMATIS
PANSIES | HERBS

Eo Cec&li Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET

FEEDING HILLs, Mass. © “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

E®

T ¢ Celebration Tame!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor
Event Rental Needs

AN
TNT

Tent and Table Rentals

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
ALENTET

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297

Spring Clean Up Is for the Birds

SPRINGFIELD -  This
Earth Day, the Allen Bird
Club of Springfield, MA offers
tips to make your spring yard
cleanup beneficial for birds.

« Clean out any bird hous-
es on your property. A mouse
may have moved in over the
winter. If the house was used
last year, remove old nest-
ing material. It could harbor
parasites detrimental to new
nestlings.

+ Western Masss Ru-
by-throated Hummingbirds
typically return in late April
or early May. Be ready for
these fairy-like wonders by
cleaning your hummingbird
feeders with hot water (no
soap). Fill with a cooled solu-
tion of % cup refined white
sugar fully dissolved in 1 cup
boiling water. Clean twice
weekly thereafter.

« In warm weather, feed

birds not bears. In place of
bird feeders, plant native
plants, trees, and shrubs
that produce nectar, seeds,
or fruit. These natural food
sources will attract birds to
your yard year round.

+ In addition to planting
native plants, learn to tol-
erate caterpillars. Birds rely
heavily on caterpillars to
rear their young. Many cat-
erpillars require specific, na-
tive plants to survive. A yard
without native plants means
fewer caterpillars and fewer
birds.

« Getlazy about your lawn.
Perfect lawns are the “empty
calories” of the ecosystem.
By letting go of a green-car-
pet ideal, youll add color
to your landscape by allow-
ing dandelions, violets, and
white clover to decorate your
grass. More important, these

“weeds” feed pollinators
which, in turn, feed birds.

« Offer a water source.
Maintaining a clean, fresh
water source in your yard will
make birds frequent visitors,
especially on dry summer
days.

« Keep chemicals on the
shelf. Rather than being up-
set at signs of insects eat-
ing your plants, just remind
yourself that the plants are
doing their job—taking ener-
gy from the sun and channel-
ing it to the next layer of the
food web. Remember, birds
are part of that food web -
and so are we!

The Allen Bird Club is a
nonprofit organization ded-
icated to bringing Greater
Springfield area birders to-
gether since 1912. For more
information, please visit
www.AllenBirdClub.org.

Compost bins for sale

AGAWAM - The Town of
Agawam is pleased to once
again offer home compost
bins at a reduced rate to all
town residents.

Home composting is a
simple way to restore nutri-
ents in our soil. The addition
of compost enriches soil,
stimulates plant growth, and
reduces the need for chem-
ical fertilizers. In addition,
composting food scraps with
yard waste, has the add-
ed benefit of keeping those
wastes out of our trash carts.

It’s easy to make compost,
and the Town of Agawam
makes it even easier by of-
fering rodent-resistant home
composting bins for $35.00,
over 40% off the retail price.
According to Environmental
Project Coordinator Tracy
DeMaio, a portion of the cost
is funded by a grant awarded
by the Mass Department of
Environmental Protection.

“We are pleased Agawam

is able to offer compost bins
at an affordable rate to resi-
dents” stated Mayor John-
son. “Agawam is committed
to providing its residents
with quality services while
promoting a sustainable fu-
ture”

The New Age Composter
is made in Massachusetts,
constructed of thick, rug-
ged 100% recycled plastic.
The composter is adjustable
and has a capacity of 24 cu-
bic feet, the equivalent of
about 12 bags of leaves. It
has a cone shaped floor and
cover which provide air and
moisture to the composting
material, requiring a min-
imum maintenance while
producing compost in about
3 months.

The compost bin helps
hold in heat and moisture,
keep animals out, and look
more attractive than open
compost heaps.  Organic
material will start to turn to

this spring

compost in the bin in 3 to 6
months. Compost, known
as “black gold” to gardeners,
replenishes nutrients in the
soil, helps retain moisture,
makes the soil easy to work,
and helps plants resist dis-
ease. Compost makes plants
healthy so they can overcome
adverse conditions without
pesticides or chemical fertil-
izers.

Pre-paid orders will be ac-
cepted until Friday, Apr. 24.
Residents must pick up com-
post bins between 3 to 5 p.m.
on Thursday, May 7, or by
appointment, at the Depart-
ment of Public Works.

Order forms may be
picked up at the Department
of Public Works or down-
loaded on the town website
at www.agawam.ma.us Resi-
dents may also visit the DPW
section of the town website
for more information on how
to compost and how to set up
the New

Class of 1967 needs help organizing reunion

AGAWAM - Agawam
High School Class of 1967
will be holding its 60th re-
union sometime in calendar

(CRW

year 2027. We are seeking
our classmates that have
not been contacted recently.
Please contact John DeVec-
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Cooper’s Accepting Men and Women’s Professional Attire Donations

AGAWAM - For a limited
time, Cooper’s Gifts, Appar-
el, Home of Agawam, Mass.,
is accepting professional at-
tire donations for Dress for
Success of Western Massa-
chusetts and Suit Up Spring-
field.

Both causes request in-
terview-appropriate wom-
ens and men’s clothing,
shoes and accessories.
Items will be collected at
Cooper’s now through April
30. “We invite everyone to
spring clean their closets
and change a life;” said Kate

Gourde, owner of Cooper’s
Gifts, Apparel, Home.
Donations must be like
new, clean and on hangers.
All professional attire is wel-
come, but casual clothing
will not be accepted. “Just ask
yourself “‘Would I wear this to
an interview?’ If the answer
is ‘yes, Dress for Success and
Suit Up Springfield can put it
to good use,” Gourde said.
The mission of Dress
for Success (DFS) is to em-
power women to achieve
economic independence by
providing a network of sup-

port, professional attire and
development tools to help
them thrive in work and in
life. They provide each cli-
ent with professional attire
to secure employment, but
they are about much more
than simply a new outfit. Be-
sides physically equipping
the client with apparel and
accessories, their programs
furnish her with a confidence
that she carries forever and
the knowledge that she can
actively define her life, the
direction she takes and what
success means to her.

Suit Up Springfield (SUS)
is a community organization
focused on providing the
men of Springfield with pro-
fessional attire. Their goal is
to help everyone find a suit
that will give them the con-
fidence, knowledge and tools
to help them become a suc-

ce

ssful member of our com-

munity. Both organizations
have boutiques in downtown
Springfield.

“We have held clothing

drives for years; our custom-
ers consider it a convenience.
Especially for people west of

the river, it’s easier to bring
donations here, and we are
open 7 days a week,” Gourde
said. Items may be brought to
the shop anytime during the
month of April. Cooper’s is
located at 161 Main St., Aga-
wam, Mass., and is open daily
10am-5pm, Saturdays 10am-
4pm and Sundays 12-4pm.
“This drive coincides with
Dress for Success as our April
Round-Up charity; so, it’s the
perfect time to spread the
word about their mission
and really help them out
Gourde said. Each month

Gourde chooses alocal chari-
ty to receive the profits of the
store’s Round-Up Program
through which customers
are invited to round up their
purchase total to the nearest
dollar amount. Gourde will
then match 50% of the total
collected. The program has
donated more than $67,000
to local organizations since
its inception in 2014. More
information on the Round
Up program and how to nom-
inate a charity may be found
on Coopers website www.
coopersgifts.com/round-up/.

Agawam Community
and Artisans ‘Call for Art’

AGAWAM - Agawam
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) is inviting
artists and artisans to partic-
ipate in its Sixth Annual Pio-
neer Valley Art Festival.

The Art Festival will be
held on Friday, Aug. 21, and
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Pol-
ish American Club in Feeding
Hills. Show hours are from 2
to 8 p.m. on Friday, and from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.

The ACAA is encouraging
artists, artisans, and writers
to submit their work for re-
view. Among the artistic me-
diums included are watercol-
or, acrylic, oil, mixed media,

sculpture, photography, ce-
ramic, stained glass, wood,
fashion, textile, and jewelry.

All work must be origi-
nal and handmade by the
artist or artisan, of profes-
sional quality. Prints and
giclees will be accepted. No
kits, food, soap, candles, or
Al-generated work will be
accepted.

Tent space is available on
the paved parking lot for $50.

Students from any area
high school are accepted free
of charge, and must have a
tent set up.

The Pioneer Valley Art
Festival is highly promoted

Artists

through local TV stations;
Agawam Media Channel
15 and 1074HD; Agawam
Cultural Council website;
newspapers; town forums;
Mailchimp; the ACAA web-
site, www.agawamarts.com;
and the ACAA Facebook
page, that has over 850 fol-
lowers.

The week before the fes-
tival, there will be over 20
street signs placed around
Agawam.

Further information, in-
cluding registration forms,
can be obtained by contact-
ing Ceil Rossi at email: to-
carefree2@hotmail.com.

HCC opens registration

HOLYOKE — Registration
is now open for summer and
fall classes at Holyoke Com-
munity College.

Summer classes at HCC
begin Tuesday, May 26. Full-
term summer classes run
for 14 weeks, from May 26 to
Aug. 28. Half-term summer
classes run in consecutive
seven-week sessions: Sum-
mer Session I (May 26-July
10) and Summer Session II
(July 13-Aug. 28).

The fall 2026 semester
starts Tuesday, Sept. 8. In ad-
dition to traditional 15-week
semester classes, HCC will
run three accelerated fall flex
start sessions: Flex Start I
classes also begin Sept. 8 but

run for seven weeks until Oct.
27; Flex Start II classes begin
Monday, Sept. 21, and run for
12 weeks; Flex Start III class-
es begin Monday, Nov. 2, and
run for seven weeks. All fall
classes conclude by Dec. 22.

To view course offerings
for summer, please visit hcc.
edu/summer-2026 or hcc.
edu/fall-2026 for fall.

To help prospective stu-
dents get ready, HCC will be
hosting a special Walk-In
Week May 18-21 when pro-
spective students can apply
for admission, take the col-
lege placement test, meet
with an academic adviser,
register for classes, and set
up financial aid.

for classes

Other Walk-In Weeks are
scheduled for June 22-25, July
20-23, and Aug. 17-20.

“Our admissions and fi-
nancial aid staff members
are always available to help
guide prospective students
through every step of the ap-
plication process and apply
for financial aid,” said Mark
Hudgik, dean of recruitment,
admissions and financial aid.

Anyone interested in
starting this summer or fall
can find more information
at hcc.edu/admission or by
calling 413-552-2321.

To arrange a campus tour,
please contact the HCC Ad-
missions office at admis-
sions@hcc.edu.

Garden Club

AGAWAM - Agawam
Garden Club is planning its
annual plant sale for Sat-
urday, May 30. This year’s
event will be held at the
Historical Thomas Smith
House, 251 North West
Street, Feeding Hills and

plans annual plant sale

will run from 9 a.m. to 12
noon. The sale will include
many perennials and shrubs
all from members gardens
and all a bargain. Because
the plants are all grown lo-
cally in members gardens
they are well acclimated

to the area. Proceeds from
the sale go towards funding
the club’s scholarship and
providing educational pro-
grams for the year. Please
check the club’s website for
further information. aga-
wamgardenclub.com

Volunteers needed
to flag veteran graves

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Veterans Council is seeking
volunteers for flagging veter-
an graves at local cemeteries
in preparation of Memorial
Day on Saturday, May 2. (Rain

date May 3) Anyone interest-
ed in participating, please
meet at 8 a.m. in the Spring-
field Street Cemetery (across
from Sacred Heart Church) in
Feeding Hills.
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Stanley Park announces Whimsical
Fairy Walk Opening Weekend

WESTFIELD - Join us for
a magical opening weekend
at Stanley Park’s Whimsi-
cal Fairy Walk, where cre-
ativity and the beauty of
nature come together in an
enchanting outdoor expe-
rience. This family-friendly
event invites visitors of all
ages to stroll through the
Woodland Wildflower Gar-
den, where charming fairy
houses line the path and
lead to the Enchanted Oak
Tree.

Handcrafted by dedicat-
ed volunteer builders, these
whimsical fairy and gnome
homes are made from nat-

ural materials, encouraging
a deeper appreciation for
nature while sparking imag-
ination and wonder.

Guests can enjoy deli-
cious offerings from The Pit
Stop BBQ and What's Your
Brew food trucks, which will
be on site both days serving
a variety of food and bever-
ages.

Peacock’s Nest Studio
will also be in attendance
throughout the weekend,
offering face painting with
a variety of design options
available for purchase. In
addition, Stanley Park will
offer Fairy Hair Extensions

Send Us

Your Community
Summer Events

Turley Publications will print your Summer event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Summer Fest Supplement
which will be published June 3, 2026.

Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name

for a $5 donation, which in-
cludes two extensions avail-
able in a variety of color,
perfect for adding a touch of
magic to your visit.

Arts and crafts activities
will be available in the Beve-
ridge Pavilion both days,
providing an opportunity
for attendees to create their
own magical keepsakes.

There is still time to be
part of the magic. Those in-
terested in sponsoring the
event or building a fairy or
gnome house are encour-
aged to register by emailing
development@stanleypark.

org.

T/
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Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
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N
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24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
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SPORTS

Strong second half leads Brownies over Falcons

WILBRAHAM - After a
great start to the regular sea-
son, Minnechaug Regional
High School boys lacrosse
has run into a few tougher
opponents. Last Monday af-
ternoon, Agawam outscored
the Falcons 6-1 in the second

half for a 9-4 win. Both teams
battled in the first half hard
with Minnechaug

scoring

a late goal to make it 3-3 at
halftime. But Agawam’s of-
fense came alive in the sec-
ond half with the Falcons not
able to answer back. Agawam
got three goals from Casey
Thomas while Cam Faneuff
scored two goals for the Fal-
cons. Agawam is a perfect 5-0
awhile Minnechaug is now
5-3.

Matthew Chobotaru picks up the ground ball on defense.

Brayden Martin looks to get around a Minnechaug defender.

¥
\
o

Casey Thomas circles toward the goal.

Liam Grealis sprints for the goal.

Justin Lareau sends a pass away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Roster spots remain open in the Quabbin Valley Baseball League

SOUTH HADLEY - While
the new player draft has come
and gone in the Quabbin Val-
ley Baseball League, there are
still several open roster spots
for players age 28-and-up. The
regular season is set to get un-
derway in a little more than a
week and the six teams in the
are still looking to add more
players.

Players can go to the
league website and fill out the
registration form so they can
get placed on a team imme-
diate in front of the season
opener.

For the 2026 season, the
cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season,

the league experimented with
playing on Mother’s Day Sat-
urday as well as a weeknight
game to allow players an op-
portunity to play under the
lights. While the night games
were very successful, the
Mother’s Day Saturday games
were rained out.

Those elements will return
along with a 16th game with

an opponent to be determine
as the league’s board explores
possibilities for interleague
matchups  with  another
league in the region.

The regular season was
scheduled to get underway
on Sunday, Apr. 19, but games
were postponed due to rain,
pushing the start of the sea-
son to Sunday, Apr. 26. There-

fore, anyone who is able to
sign up before that date will
be able to participate in the
full season.

The registration is live at
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org. Players must register and
then pay the league dues via
Venmo or contact the league
leadership if an alternate
form of payment is needed.

Aside from the weeknight
and Mother’s Day games, oth-
er games take place Sundays
at 10 am. outside of Mother’s
Day, Memorial Day and July 4
weekends. Playoffs will be in
August. This is the 30th season
for the league and league offi-
cials are looking to celebrate
the anniversary with a couple
of events.
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Brownies boys volleyball sweeps St. John’s

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SHREWSBURY—The Aga-
wam boys’ volleyball team
are the defending Division 2
state champions.

The Brownies won't be re-
peating as Division 2 cham-
pions this spring because
they were moved up to Divi-
sion 1 during the off season.

“They were thinking about
adding another division in
volleyball, but there wasn’t

enough teams,” said Agawam
head coach Kevin Pender.
“Because of our school en-
rollment, we were moved
up to Division 1 instead. It’s
going to be a little more chal-
lenging, but we're hoping to
earn a higher seed, so we can
play a couple of home match-
es during the state tourna-
ment.”

The other Division 1 vol-
leyball teams from Western
Mass. are Springfield Cen-
tral, Putnam Voc/Tech, West

Springfield, and Minnechaug
Regional.

At the midway point of the
regular season, the Brown-
ies had a 6-2 overall record
following a 3-0 (25-18,25-
11,25-20) non-league win at
St. John’s of Shrewsbury, last
Wednesday night.

“We graduated almost all
our starters from last year’s
team. The younger players
have done a very good job
of stepping into their roles,
Pender said. “We came off

the bus focused and we
played well against a very
good Division 1 opponent in
tonight’s match”

The Brownies lost at
Needham High School, 3-0, in
the second match of the reg-
ular season. Needham lost to
top-seeded Brookline, 3-1, in
the 2025 Division 1 state fi-
nals.

Agawam also suffered a
3-2 road loss against North
Division rival Westfield High
School, whos still a Division

2 team, on April 8.

“Our two losses this sea-
son were against high quality
opponents, said Pender, who
replaced Patricia Demers
as the varsity coach in 2016.
“We learned a lot in those
matches, which will only
help us moving forward”

A year ago, the Brownies
lost to Westfield, 3-1, in the
Western Class A finals be-
fore defeating Wayland High
School, 3-1, in the Division 2
state finals, which took place

a couple miles away from St.
John's at Shrewsbury High
School. They also captured
the Division 2 state title in
2013 and 2023.

The Brownies have won
the past three matchups
against the Pioneers. They
hold a slim 3-2 lead in the
overall series since the start
of the 2022 regular season.

“We've built a very good
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Agawam girls lacrosse falls at home to Terriers

AGAWAM - The Agawam
High School girls lacrosse
team was defeated last

Thursday evening by rival

West Springfield 11-6. The
Brownies got two goals each
from Finn Mahoney and Gi-
anna Goodrow. Grace Curto

and Bella Santaniello also
had single goals. Agawam fell
to just 1-6 on the season.

Above: Gianna Goodrow goes for the free shot on goal.

Left: Bella Santaniello eyes the goal for a shot.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Pitching still needed for Pioneer Valley Adult Baseball League

SOUTH HADLEY - The Pi-
oneer Valley Baseball League,
an adult baseball league for
players who are age 18 and
over, still has open roster
spots for 2026 season.

The league is especially
in need of some addition-
al pitching for a couple of
its teams. The season is just
one game in and there are 21
games remaining through the
summer with playoffs taking

place in August.

The adult league will be
administered by the Quab-
bin Valley Baseball League,
and a registration link is on
the home page of the league’s
website www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org. Thought it will
be under the Quabbin um-
brella, there will be no major
changes in how the league is
operated.

This year, the PVBL will

have a 22-game regular sea-
son schedule followed by a
double-elimination playoffs.
The league, which had five
teams last year and had to uti-
lize multiple byes throughout
the season, will be fielding a
sixth team this season.

The league is a wood-bat
only league utilizing play-
ing under regular baseball
rules though all players do
bat. The league operates on a

Saturday-Tuesday schedule.
Games are played on Satur-
day mornings with 10 a.m.
starts typical and on Tuesday
evenings with start times in
the 5:30 to 6 p.m. range. The
league will start play in late
April and run through the
end of August. There are slots
open for both full-time play-
ers and part-time players. The
fee for full-time players will
be $260 with part-time play-

ers getting up to 11 games for
$130. Fees paid go toward the
operation of the league, pay-
ing for insurance, umpires,
fields, and baseballs. No one
profits in any way. Those who
sign up after the season be-
gins will pay a prorated fee for
the season.

In addition to the new
sixth team, there are limited
open roster spots on the oth-
er teams in the league, so get

your registration in as soon as
possible to participate in this
season.

Games are played at ball-
fields throughout the region
from as far south as South-
wick’s Whalley Field, through
South Hadley’s Beachgrounds
and up north at Frontier Re-
gional High School in South
Deerfield. For any questions,
please go to the league web-
site for more information.
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Springfield T-Birds defeat Wolf Pack, await playoff opponent

SPRINGFIELD -  'The
Springfield  Thunderbirds
(32-32-6-2) overcame anoth-
er hard charge from the Hart-
ford Wolf Pack (26-38-5-3)
to emerge with a 4-3 win on
Saturday night before a sell-
out crowd of 6,793 inside the
MassMutual Center.

After a disheartening
third period on Friday, the
T-Birds came out with a clear
purpose to their game in the
opening 20 minutes, out-
pacing Hartford on the shot
board, 18-4. Despite that dis-
parity, it took until the 14:14
mark and the club’s 16th shot
of the period to find the back

of the net. Dillon Dube did
just that, deflecting an Alek
Kaskimaki shot past Callum
Tung’s glove to make it a 1-0
lead for Springfield.

Dube’s work was not done,
either, as the veteran forward
cranked a one-timer through
Tung at 19:07 off a pass into
the high slot from Calle Ros-
en, giving him 20 goals in just
46 games this season and
joining Chris Wagner and
Kaskimaki as 20-goal scor-
ers for this season’s T-Birds
squad.

Juraj Pekarcik helped
buoy the lead further when
he stole a puck from two de-

fenders and quickly chipped
a forehand shot past Tung at
5:45 of the second to make it
a 3-0 lead for the home team.

However, for a second
straight night, the Wolf Pack
refused to go away quietly,
as Brendan Brisson’s second
goal in two nights got Hart-
ford on the board at 7:56
of the second. Then Aidan
Thompson stole a puck
off the right wing wall and
quickly funneled a forehand
shot through Will Cranley on
the stick side to cut it to 3-2
at 12:48 of the period.

From there on, though,
the T-Birds’ rookie netmind-

er was monstrous, as Cranley
would make 37 saves by the
time his night was done.

Just 33 seconds after
Thompson’s goal, Springfield
got a much-needed response
when Hugh McGing put a
shot off a defenseman’s stick
and past Tung’s shoulder,
giving the T-Birds a two-goal
cushion heading into the
third.

Controversy made an ap-
pearance 3:46 into the third
when Brisson poked a puck,
along with Cranleys pad,
across the line on a power
play to make it a 4-3 game.
The T-Birds argued heavily,

but the officials stayed with
the goal call on the ice, and
the margin was down to one
heading down the stretch.

McGing appeared to have
Springfield’s fifth goal of the
night moments later, but
after video replay, he was
deemed to have kicked the
puck over the line, so the 4-3
score was upheld.

Despite a furious push
of 36 shots over the final 40
minutes of play, the Wolf
Pack wound up finishing one
goal short.

By virtue of their win and
Hershey’s regulation loss to
the Islanders, Springfield

now awaits the final outcome
of the Bears’ Sunday contest
with the Rochester Ameri-
cans to determine who their
first-round opponent will be.

If Rochester defeats the
Bears, Springfield will se-
cure the 5-seed and face the
Bridgeport Islanders, who
locked in the 4-seed with
their win over Hershey on
Saturday.

If the Bears defeat the
Americans, Springfield will
be the 6-seed and face the
Charlotte  Checkers, the
3-seed who would host all
three games of the best-of-
three series.

Railers get win in penultimate game

WORCESTER - For the
Railers’ loyal fans, the 2025-
26 hockey season has gone
from being “wait till next
year” to “we can’t wait for
next year”

The home team increased
its winning streak to five
games with a wonderful 3-2
overtime victory over the Ad-
irondack Thunder Saturday
night. Drew Callin, assisted
by Anthony, got the winner
at 4:05 of OT.

The game went into extra
minutes thanks to a late goal
by the Thunder.

Adirondack, though, car-
ried no momentum into
overtime. The Railers outshot
the visitors, 4-0, in the fourth
period. At times it looked like
Worcester was playing with a
two-man advantage.

The winning goal came via
a short pass from Anthony to
Drew in close. The older Cal-
lin had a tap-in, although a
minute earlier he had missed
what looked like a gimme
from in close on a similar

play.

The goal was Drew Cal-
lin's 25th of the season. He is
merely the fifth Railers play-
er to reach that plateau and
has two of Worcester’s eight
overtime goals this year.

“We love that OT; he said,
adding, “We came into the
weekend knowing it was the
last weekend and we wanted
to go out the right way. We
wanted to get the first one
and do it again (Sunday)”

MacAuley Carson and
Max Dorrington had the oth-
er Railers goals, both in the
first period. Dylan Wendt
and Grant Loven scored for
the Thunder. Lovens goal
came with only 2:09 left in
regulation and just six sec-
onds after a delay of game
penalty on Adam Samuels-
son had expired.

Parker Gahagen was the
winning goaltender with an-
other great performance. He
made 23 saves to improve his
record to 20-11-1. Gahagen
is only the second individual

Railers goalie with a 20-win
season. Mitch Gillam won
20-plus in the team’s first
two years as members of the
ECHL.

It is Gahagen’s second
personal 20-win year as pro,
at least with the same team.
He was 20-10-3 with the Flor-
ida Everblades when they
won the Kelly Cup in 21-22.
Gahagen has been beyond
good at the DCU Center. He
is 10-4-0 at home with a 1.96
goals-against average and
930 saves percentage.

The Railers got ahead ear-
ly on Carson’s goal at 4:41 of
the first period. He received a
neat pass from Riley Piercey
along the left boards and
beat Thunder goaltender
Tyler Brennan along the ice
from about 20 feet out. It was
Carson’s seventh goal of the
season and third in the last
five games after he endured
an 11-game drought.

Worcester retained its 1-0
lead for about 14 minutes.
Dorrington made it a 2-0

game at 18:26 His goal came
on a bad angle shot from the
right of the net with Gleb
Veremyev and Adam Samu-
elsson picking up assists. The
goal was Dorringtons sev-
enth and he has four in the
last five games.

The Railers kept Adiron-
dack off the scoreboard for
more than half of the second
period but Wendt got his
team a goal at 10:41. It was a
very nice play all around as
Thunder defenseman Con-
nor Hutchison slid a diago-
nal pass from the left point
to Wendt between the circles.

He re-directed it over Ga-
hagen’s glove into the top
corner.

Worcester nearly regained
its two-goal lead shortly after
that as Lincoln Hatten had
the puck and some space
about 25 feet out but was de-
nied by Brennan.

Adirondack’s tying goal
came from in close, set up by
a shot from Kevin O'Neil.

Subscribe to the Agawam Advertiser News online at agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

Public Notices

Town of Agawam
Request for Sealed Bids

The Town of Agawam is re-
questing sealed bids for Road,
Sidewalk, Driveway Parking Lot
Maintenance. IFB Packages will
be available at 10AM 4/22/2026.
Pre-bid 5/5/2026. Packages are
available via email at bids@aga-
wam.ma.us. Due by 5/13/2026
@ 2:30 PM.
04/23/2026

PUBLIC HEARING
AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
The Agawam City Council

will conduct a public hearing on
Monday, May 4, 2026, at 7:00
p.m., at a Regular Meeting of
the Agawam City Council to be
held at the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter, 954 Main Street, Agawam,
MA, on TR-2026-20 which is the
Capital Improvement Program
for Fiscal Year 2026 to Fiscal
Year 2030 as submitted by May-
or Christopher Johnson on April
6,2026.

The Capital Improvement
Program is a prioritized plan of
proposed capital improvements
over the next five fiscal years. A
capital improvement is a project
or undertaking which provides
for the planning, design, con-
struction, reconstruction, reno-
vation or replacement of a public
building or facility; an addition
to a public building or facility;
the purchase of land, buildings or
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relationship with St. John’s
during the past five years,
Pender said. “We won in
five sets in this gym two

well in tonight’s match”

Two of the Brownies re-
turning varsity players are
junior Jacob Nesen, and se-
nior Tim Karcha, who was
credited with a team-high
15 kills.

to Tim as much in tonight’s

some other guys contrib-
ute,” Pender said. “He had
27 kills in our four set win

night”

Nine other players were
credited with kills in the
road match against the Pi-
oneers.

The Brownies other se-
niors are Michael Lukoms-
ki, Jaiden Briotta, Andrei
Batranciuc, David Zhmaid-

Williams, and Elijah Ramos,

who had a team-high 21 as-

sists against the Pioneers.
Nesen, who has enough

early, is alibero. He finished
the match against St. John’s
with seven digs.

years ago. We executed very

“We didn’'t have to got

match because we had

against Chicopee Comp last

ziak, , Chase Gerani, Alex

credits to graduate a year

“We have a couple of

home school players who
graduated early in the past,’
Pender said. “We would
love to have Jacob back
again next year, but he’s
thinking about graduating
early”

A couple of the Brownies
juniors are Jason Mihali-
cenco, Aiden Torres, Brady
Cross, and Dominic Manes
(17 assists).

The Brownies led from
start to finish in the open-
ing set of last Wednesday’s
road match. Their largest
lead was 23-14.

There were six ties early
in the second set before the
Brownies pulled away with
the help of an 8-1 run and
they never looked back.

The third set was a lot
closer. The score was tied
for the final time at 19-19
before the Brownies sealed
the deal with a 6-1 run.

“Playing close sets like
the last one is only going
to help us improve,” Pender
said. “The players are work-
ing very hard and are learn-
ing every day”’

The members of the Aga-
wam boys’ volleyball team
are hoping to still be play-
ing meaningful matches in
the middle of June just like
they did a year ago.

facilities for a public purpose; or
a long range development study.
TR-2026-20 is available for
public inspection on the Town
of Agawam website (wWww.aga-
wam.ma.us) or by emailing the
office of the City Clerk for an
electronic copy at vgioscia@aga-
wam.ma.us.
BY ORDER OF:
Anthony J. Russo, President
Agawam City Council
04/16, 04/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD14P1201PM
In the matter of:
James J D’Amato
of Agawam, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT
To the named Respondent
and all other interested per-
sons, you are hereby noti-
fied pursuant to Rule 72 of
the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court, that the
Twelfth account(s) of William

P D’Amato of of Colchester,
VT as Conservator of the prop-
erty of said Respondent has or
have been presented to the Court
for allowance.

You have the right to object
to the account(s). If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 05/19/2026. This day is
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to
object to the account(s). If you
fail to file the written appearance
and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you,
including the allowance of the
account(s).

Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3
of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to
the Conservator, by registered or
certified mail, a written request
to receive a copy of the Petition
and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 14, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
04/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P0786EA
Estate of:
CHRISTINE MARIE
MEYER
Date of Death:
MARCH 5, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Petition-
er SHERYL L BAXTER of
WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA

2
3

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

SHERYL L BAXTER of
WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA

LISA RAMSEY of PALM-
ER, MA

have been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative
of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

04/23/2026

Town of Agawam
Legal Notice
The Agawam  Planning
Board will hold a public hearing

on Thursday, May 7, 2026 at 6:00
p-m. and the Agawam City Coun-
cil will hold a public hearing on
Monday, May 18, 2026 at 7:00
p-m., both in the Veterans Hall at
the Agawam Senior Center, 954
Main Street, Agawam, MA. The
purpose of these hearings will be
to hear the petition of Charlie’s
Garden Park for a zone change
request for 1399 Suffield Street
and Parcel 2 Suffield Street
from Business A, Agricultural,
and Residence A-2 to just Busi-
ness A and Agricultural and to
include the parcels in the Mixed-
Use Business C Overlay District.
City Council’s public hearing
will be livestreamed on the Town
of Agawam’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us and will also be
televised on Cable Access Chan-
nel 15 or Channel 1074. Copies
of the proposed zone change can
be obtained from the Planning
Department between the hours of
7:30am and 3:30pm at the Aga-
wam DPW, 1000 Suffield Street,
Agawam, MA or by emailing
the Office of the City Clerk for
an electronic copy at vgioscia@
agawam.ma.us
By Order Of:
Violet Baldwin, Chair
Agawam Planning Board

Anthony Russo, President
Agawam City Council
04/23, 04/30/2026

413.283.8393 ¢ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

TAG SALE

MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE.
MAY 2 AND MAY 3, 9AM-3PM.
63 Charon Terrace, South Hadley.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xxxxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE****##

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall
clean-ups, mulching, pruning.

Serving parts of Hampden
and Hampshire counties.
Call 413-536-3697.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

~

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing » Drywall «
Painting * & more!

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

“RANDY and RICKY
Spring Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor
carpentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways. Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

BUY
LOCALLY

Auppont ouh co |

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call us at 413.283.8393

The Town Oakham is seeking
an experienced
LABORER/TRUCK DRIVER
to join the Highway department.
Pay rate is $26.26 - $28.28/hr
depending on experience.

For a full job description
and job application please visit:
ma-oakham.civicplus.com/
216/Highway-Department
or email admin@oakham-ma.gov

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

AUTO
CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33; 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
f DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 Btmse | 22 Bizron| 23 Berey| 24 B n
25 sasgfrics | 26 megprics| 27 Basgfics| 28 Baseprics
29 sasgfrice | 30 megprice| 31 Basgprice| 32 Besgprkes
33 Bt | 34 Ptmson| 39 Be%sas0| 36 it
37 Besso | 38 S| 39 Beetanso| 40 ]
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

HUBBARDSTON

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

| DLy
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

TurIeyB

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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THRIFT » from page 1

working with us, you know,
in the store. But theyre doing
something too. Cause without
their donations, we would not
have anything. So, you know,
it makes other people feel that
they're helping, and they are”

St. Martha’s Thrift Shop of-
fers beautiful items for reason-
able prices. The store is open
Tuesdays and Thursdays from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Cappuccilli then shares
some annual events Sacred
Heart Parish hosts, “We have
a vendor’s craft fair in Novem-
ber, and then in May we have a
tag sale. It’s a lot of fun, a lot of
work?” Coming up on Saturday

May 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. is
the St. Martha’s Guild Mother’s
Day Plant, Tag and Bake Sale.
For more information regard-
ing St. Marthas Thrift Shop
and upcoming Sacred Heart
Parish Events, visit, Sacred
Heart Parish — A Roman Cath-
olic Church of Feeding Hills.

, & N

St. Martha’s Second Chance Thrift Shop Sign, outsi

T

de the

entrance located in the Sacred Heart Parish Office building.

There is glassware and flatware at the store.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

ol

There are numerous items for sale at the shop.

AHS 1 from page 1

seems Agawam High's Chem-
istry Olympiad teams are
making it a tradition to win.

Chambers gave details on
how the chemistry students
prepare to compete for the
Chemistry Olympiad each
year.

“This is the third year
that 1 have been teaching
AP Chemistry, Chambers
said. “I also teach Honors
and College Prep levels too,
as do the other 3 teachers.
The AP level students get ex-
cited about the day, and we
start talking about it on day

one so that they can prepare
along the way. For Chem-
istry one students, they are
asked to compete if they
show an aptitude for chem-
istry, and by the time the
trip is organized, many of
them have registered for AP
Chemistry for the following
year. Our past year’s success
and energy of the first-year
students carries forward,
and students who took AP
Chem as juniors are invited
back to attend their senior
year. This year we had four
returners. Students who
then sign up for the trip join
our Google Classroom, and

resources and study guides
are supplied to them. By the
day of the Olympiad, most
are well prepared, but there
are always questions that
the students have not seen
before”

“I am very fortunate to
work with Ms. Buklere-
wicz, Mr. Melloni, and Ms.
Scannell. We are not only
colleagues, but we are also
friends.  Throughout the
entire year, we are all help-
ing each other, sharing labs,
ideas, and best practices.
We enjoy working with each
other,” said Chambers.

Chambers expresses his

pride in the Agawam High
students.

“The Chemistry Olympi-
ad has been occurring for a
few decades and Agawam
has always attended, and
although Agawam students
have always done well, we
are unsure if Agawam High
has ever swept the compe-
tition to the first-place vic-
tories in all divisions,” said
Chambers. “I am very proud
of our students and am
thankful that my colleagues
and I have prepared our stu-
dents to do well. The success
that they achieve in college
is rewarding’”

Scannell commented on
the success of the students.

“This was my first-year
teaching chemistry students
who go to Chem Olympiad
so I'm incredibly proud of
them for both helping to win
first place and doing just as
well as the students from the
more experienced chemistry
teachers,” said Scannell.

The Agawam chemistry
teams this year were com-
prised of 34 students total.
Each and every student
worked hard throughout the
year for this competition,
and that hard work paid off
in the end with Agawam’s

fairly earned victories. By
having supportive teachers,
these students are able to
learn so much about chem-
istry in a short period of
time in preparation for the
Chemistry Olympiad. The
dedication of Chambers,
Scannell, Buklerwicz, and
Melloni is truly what allows
these students to apply and
refine their chemistry skills
for class, the competition,
and future goals such as
college. The Agawam High
Chemistry Olympiad teams
shocked the community
with their victories.

CAPITAL 1 from page 1

for sidewalks, $600,000 for
street and infrastructure im-
provements to go along with
whatever the town receives
in Chapter 90 transportation

funding. There is $200,000
needed for IT Network
modernization. The floor
at the Junior High School
needs work as well, valued
at $135,000. There are also
enterprise funds equipment

replacements proposed for
the water, wastewater, and
golf course.

Johnson’s five-year capi-
tal plan does not call for any-
thing large scale such as new
buildings.

Johnson mentioned Aga-
wam Town Hall in his report.
He said the town hall is near-
ing its 100th anniversary, and
says it will need significant
renovations or replacement
in the next decade or two.

The city council will be
asked to vote on whether
or not it will endorse John-
son’s direction for the capi-
tal needs of the town. John-
son will also have to get the
council’s approval in June for

capital items included in the
full FY2027 budget, a propos-
al that will be forthcoming
in the next month, including
the budget for the Agawam
Public Schools.

BOOK 1 from page 1

kind of significant impact on
society, as did the author of
the book. I think it is terrific
that the book not only high-
lights the outstanding career
of Ella Grasso but also puts

Mount Holyoke College front
and center in the develop-
ment and success of each of
the women profiled, showing
what a gem the college is here
in the Western Massachu-
setts area. 'm proud that our
library was able to highlight

this book and the important
role Ella Grasso played in pol-
itics. As evidenced from some
of the comments in the crowd
last night, in light of politics
in the country currently, it is
important to have women
represent constituents and

do the necessary work to help
improve life in our country.
It is also notable that Lin-
da Melconian was herself a
Mount Holyoke College grad-
uate and a First of the Firsts
here in Massachusetts.”

“The library is grateful to

Linda for coming out to pres-
ent her work and for donating
the proceeds of the book sales
to our friends' group” Says
Frost.

By Melconian writing her
book about Ella Grasso and
doing so much to promote it

and share it in communities
throughout Massachusetts,
she continues Grassos legacy.
Grassos story is so important
and relevant today; Melconi-
an knows this and is working
hard to ensure her story con-
tinues to inspire people.



