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AGAWAM - On Sun-
day April 19, at the Thomas
Smith House in Agawam, the
Agawam Historical Associ-
ation hosted the dedication
of Agawam’s very own Liber-
ty Tree. The dedication was
free and open to the pub-
lic. There for the dedication
were members of Agawam’s
Historical Association as
well as members of the 25th
Continental Regiment for a
musket salute. Agawam High
Chamber Choir member,
Chelsea Casamento sung the
National anthem. The Thom-
as Smith House and the Del-
more Hawthorne Garage
were open for attendees to
walk around and see the arti-
facts inside. Inside the Thom-
as Smith House were warm
refreshments, perfect for the
chilly rainy afternoon.

President of the Agawam
Historical Association Da-
vid Cecchi provided some
insight on the symbolism
behind the Liberty Tree ded-
ication.

“We wanted it to be on
Apr. 19, Cecchi said. “It’s an
important day in our history.
I wish the weather cooperat-
ed, but we figured the people
who appreciate that it’s the
nineteenth will be here. The
Liberty Tree was a meeting
place for early colonists who

were rebelling against the
rule of King George. It be-
came kind of a rally point.
Throughout the colonies
there were similar groups,
and they had similar liberty
trees. So, it is really a symbol
of our early fight for liberty.”

Former Agawam City
Councilor Peter Smus talked
about what the Liberty Tree
here in Agawam means to
him.

“A lot of stuff, if you don’t
pay attention to what hap-
pens in the past, good or bad,
it can be repeated in the fu-
ture,” Smus said. “Some of it,
you don’t want to repeat. And
it's always really nice to know
your heritage, everything
about it. It’s very important
for the town”

Agawam Historical As-
sociation Treasurer Katy
Krause mentioned signifi-
cance of hosting the Liberty
Tree dedication on Apr. 19.

“It's what kicked off
the American Revolution,’
Krause said. “So, out in the
Boston area, there was a
crowd of people who were,
you know, kind of harass-
ing the soldiers, and they
were harassing them back,
and somehow, accidentally,
a shot went off. The Boston
Massacre. We don't usually
do Sunday events, but be-
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Members of the 25th Continental Regiment with Agawam’s new liberty tree at the dedication ceremony on Apr. 19.
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City council tables eminent domain takings for intersection

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - Last week it
took fewer speakers, but a
large turnout of support as
the Agawam City Council
heard the publics concern
about the effects plans to im-

prove the five-way intersec-
tion at the Cooper St., Rowley
St. and Suffield St. (which is
Rte. 75).

The council would not
even discuss the eminent
domain takings that were
presented as a resolution,
instead unanimously voting

to table the measure at the
city council meeting held last
Tuesday evening.

The main speaker during
Citizens Speak Time was Al-
fred Pajer, owner of Pajer Su-
perette, a long-standing Aga-
wam business located at the
corner of Cooper and Rowley

streets.

Plans to improve the five-
way intersection would have
involved taking some land
from the Pajer property, and
would have eliminated park-
ing spaces at the location.

Employees and customers
of the business stacked the

Agawam Senior Center to
support Pajer as he pleaded
with the city council not to
approve the eminent domain
takings.

“Theyre going to take us
out of business if we lose one-
third of our parking lot,” Pajer
said.

He expressed a willingness
to work with town officials on
the design, but said not at the
sacrifice of his business.

The land takings would
occur in the front of his store.
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AHS announces top graduates

Last week, Agawam High School announced who its valedictorian and salutatorian would be
the for the Class of 2026. The Valedictorian is Matilda Larochelle, and the Salutatorian is Keira
Murphy.
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City Council approves borrowing
$2.57M for two new fire trucks

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - Two fire
trucks in the Agawam Fire
Department’s fleet are reach-
ing the end of their useful life
and the Agawam City Council
last week approved borrow-
ing $2,577,398 to purchase
two new fire engine pump
trucks.

According to Mayor Chris-
topher Johnson, “the Agawam
Fire Department currently
has four fire engine pump
trucks with two assigned to
each station. Two of the cur-
rent fire engine pump trucks
were purchased in 2018 and
they are currently deployed
as front line vehicles in each
station, and the other two fire
engine pump trucks were pur-
chased in 2008 and they are
deployed as reserve in each
station. The 2008 fire engine
pump trucks are nearing the
end of their serviceable life
and there is considerable lead
time to have new vehicles
manufactured and deliver”

Johnson said the delivery
team to build the truck and
get it to Agawam is approx-
imately 850 days, well more
than two years.

Because of that, Johnson
said the debt would not come
into play in the town’s budget
for a couple of years.

There is also a discount of
more than $124,000 per truck
if the bill is paid in advance at
the time the order is placed.
However, Johnson advised
against doing such as thing
after analyzing the interest
in borrowing the funds now
versus when the vehicles are
delivered. He said the town is
currently making more than
4% interest on reserve funds,
making it prudent to hold
onto the money.

Chief Alan Sirois, in a
memo to the Agawam City
Council, said the two older
pump engines have high-
er maintenance costs and a
greater likelihood of mechan-
ical failure during emergency
response.

“While

still functional,

¢ Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews ¢ Email: aan@turley.com

they no longer provide the
level of reliability expected
of reserve apparatus and in-
stead present a growing op-
erational vulnerability,” Sirois
said.

With the current estimat-
ed build and delivery time,
Sirois puts the timeline some-
time in late 2028 or early 2029
to have it available for use.

The cost of the new appa-
ratus also includes $45,000
per truck for trade-in.

“Approving this project
will ensure the fire depart-
ment maintains a reliable
and modern fleet capable of
supporting both front-line
and reserve operations for
the next 20 years,” Sirois said.
“Replacing aging apparatus
will reduce maintenance
costs, minimize downtime
and improve overall system
enhancing firefighter safety
and operation effectiveness
during emergency incidents”

The council approved the
request, allowing the propos-
al to build the new pump en-
gines to move forward.
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Senior Center announces some upcoming activities

AGAWAM - Here are
some upcoming activities
happening at the Agawam
Senior Center. Some require
registration or confirmation.
Information in the details be-
low:

Planning for Medicare -
Countdown to 65
Tuesday, May 5 at 10 a.m.
in Seminar Hall

Presented by Blue Cross
Blue Shield Medicare Out-
reach Representative Brian
Guagnini, this is a fabulous
presentation if you are won-
dering what your insurance
options will be when you
leave employment or if you
are planning to enroll - or if
you are already actively en-
rolled - on Medicare. Topics
will include: Explanation of
Original Medicare; Medicare
Supplement (Medigap) and
Medicare Advantage plans;
Programs available to early
retirees, such as COBRA; and
Insurance options if you re-
tire before age 65.

Education Against
Senior Exploitation
Program
Wednesday, May 6 at 1 p.m.
in the Dining Room

Hampden District Attor-
ney Anthony D. Gulluni is
pleased to present Education
Against Senior Exploitation
(E.A.S.E.), a presentation fo-
cusing on scams and finan-
cial exploitation. Scammers
are always trying new ways
to access your money. As part
of DA Gullunis continuing
effort to protect seniors and
prevent abuse, the District
Attorney will provide infor-

mation on the latest: tele-
phone, mail, internet, and
door-to-door scams and offer
practical knowledge and tips
to help you avoid becoming a
victim.

This one-hour presenta-
tion is aimed at protecting
seniors and preventing abuse
by providing the informa-
tion they need to avoid be-
coming victims of financial
exploitation and scams. This
program has been presented
to numerous assisted/inde-
pendent living facilities and
senior centers throughout
Hampden County. The EASE
program is presented by As-
sistant District Attorney Nina
Vivenzio.

Diabetic Support Group
Wednesday, May 6 at 1 p.m.
in the Garden Room

We're excited to announce
that our Diabetic Support
Group will begin meeting in
May.

The first Wednesday of ev-
ery month - May 6 in The Gar-
den Room at 1 p.m.

Each month will offer
something a little different—
some sessions will feature
guest speakers, while others
will bring special surprises.
We look forward to support-
ing one another and building
a strong, encouraging com-
munity.

Manicures with Jane

Monday, May 11
in Seminar Hall

Jane is a licensed nail spe-
cialist, who will give your
fingernails that extra special
attention and love they de-
serve. She is offering simple

manicures that include clip-
ping, filing, soak, massage of
the hands and your choice of
color. These appointments
are 15 minutes each. The cost
is $15 per person. Call Kristi-
na at 413.726.2836 to book.
Register of Deeds invites
homeowners to an
Informational Seminar
Wednesday, May 13 at 1 p.m.
in the Dining Room
Who we are and what we

do:
*Homestead Act
*Consumer Notification
System
*Title Fraud

All attendees are eligible
to receive a free certified copy
of their deed!

Carfit helps improve
comfort and safety “Fit”
for Senior Drivers
Friday, May 15 from 10 a.m.
to 12 noon

To help the 10,000 Ameri-
cans turning 65 every day and
all senior drivers find a better
“fit” with their cars for com-
fort and safety, mobility ex-
perts are hosting a safety pro-
gram designed to help older
drivers and their families.
CarFit is national program
developed by AAA, AARP and
the American Occupation-
al Therapy Association and
is designed to give a quick,
yet comprehensive check on
how well an older driver and
their vehicle work together.
Agawam Senior Center will
host CarFit check-ups at the
former senior center parking
lot behind Agawam Housing
Authority. At a CarFit event,
trained volunteers complete

a 12-point checklist with
each driver. Among the items
checked are: correct position
of driver’s seat, driver’s abili-
ty to easily reach pedals, and
proper adjustment of mir-
rors.

Occupational therapists
are on hand also to provide
a consultation, if needed,
that will teach drivers how
to maintain and improve
aspects related to their driv-
ing health. The therapist can
also provide information to
participants addressing in-
dividual needs, including in-
formation about local com-
munity resources on exercise,
nutrition and other programs
to help keep them safe on
the road. It is critically im-
portant that mature drivers
make safety a personal pri-
ority. Driving today is more
difficult than ever because of
increased traffic congestion,
longer commute distances,
new technology and faster
speeds. Older drivers can
take important measures to
mitigate the stress associat-
ed with driving. CarFit is an
opportunity for older drivers
to make sure their personal
vehicles are adjusted to their
needs. Call Kristina to regis-
ter for this great opportunity
413.726.2836.

Powerback Rehab
Seminar

Tuesday; May 19 at 1 p.m.

in the Garden Room

“Why travel for outpatient
therapy? Powerback Rehab
to You provides rehabilita-
tion services in your home
or meeting you out in the

community. Come join Emi-
ly from Powerback and learn
about the different ways PT
and OT can not only help you
remain safe in your home but
continue doing the things
you love without having to
drive to a clinic”
Sheryl Faye as:
Ruth Bader Ginsburg -
“I Dissent”
Tuesday;, May 19 at 5:30 p.m.
Dining Room

Ruth Bader Ginsburg was
an American lawyer and ju-
rist who served as an asso-
ciate justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States
from 1993 until her death in
September 2020. She was the
second woman and the first
Jewish woman ever appoint-
ed to the Court and became
the longest serving Jewish
Justice. She championed
fairness and equality and
objected to different expec-
tations for men and women,
prejudice against minority
groups in places like hotels
and restaurants, and women
having fewer job opportuni-
ties than men. Ruth served
on the national board of the
ACLU (American Civil Lib-
erties Union) and launched
The Women’s Rights Project.
She continued to be a lead-
ing voice for gender equality,
women’s interests, and civ-
il rights and liberties. Ruth
Bader Ginsburg’s life contin-
ues to be one of achievement:
as a lawyer, professor of law,
ajudge, and then a

Supreme Court justice,
she stands out because she
was not afraid to dissent, dis-

approve, and disagree with
conditions of unfairness and
inequality. This show is the
inspiring story of how she
changed her life—and ours.
Call 821-0605 to sign up
CPR and AED Training
Wednesday, May 20 from

1 to 3 p.m. in Veterans Hall

The Agawam Senior Cen-
ter is extremely excited to of-
fer this potentially ‘life saving
class” to our staff and any se-
nior interested in joining us.
On Wednesday, May 20 from
1 to 3 p.m. in the Veterans
Hall we will be offering CPR
and AED training with Mar-
sha Chappel from Baystate
Hospital. Marsha is the cer-
tified AED and CPR trainer
at Baystate Hospital and has
kindly offered her training to
the Agawam Senior Center.
The cost is a $20 donation
due on the day of the class, all
monies collected on that day
will be donated to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. If you
are interested in joining this
class, PLEASE call Kristina at
413.726.2836 to reserve your
spot. Spaces will be limited
to 25.

Comedy Show
Wednesday;, May 20 at 1 p.m.
in the Auditorium

Comedians “On The Hill”
are better than Under the
Hill. Hosted by Angela Grout,
better known in the comic
world as-Tangela G. Join Tan-
gela G & friends for an hour of
laughter with 5 comics from
WMASS. This comedy show-
case is filled with humorous
stories, and laughs for those
over the limit in age or miles.

Friends of Veterans holding
engraved brick fundraiser

AGAWAM - The Friends
of the Agawam Veterans
Council (FAVC) are proud to
announce the launch of their
Engraved Brick Fundraiser in
support of the Veterans Me-
morial at School Street Park.

This meaningful initiative
offers community members
the opportunity to create a
lasting tribute honoring vet-
erans who have served our
nation. Participation is open
to everyone— you do not
need to be an Agawam resi-
dent to purchase a brick.

Supporters can purchase
a4x8 engraved brick for $125,
which will become a perma-

nent part of the memorial.

Each brick is designed to
maintain a uniform and re-
spectful appearance and may
include:

« Name

« Branch of Service

« Years of Service

(Up to 3 lines of text, 18
characters per line, including
spaces.)

“This memorial is a way
for our community to come
together and recognize the
sacrifices of the men and
women who served,” said rep-
resentatives of the Friends of
the Agawam Veterans Coun-
cil. “Each brick tells a story

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!
« Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
« First-Rate Used Auto Parts
« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us

“Serving all of Western Mass.”

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778
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T0 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET!
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN RIB END

INFLATION

or LOIN END ROAST.....ccersss

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

GENTER CUT PORK LOIN

CHOPS or ROAST ......ccermsmmens

CutT
FREE

5217

USDA INSP. FRESH

SMOKED SHOULDER

(11118 3 (1| F—

$1 39

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

SWISS CHEESE...ounoemrn 2 12

CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

VIRGINIA HAM oo 2B 22

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS

B W[ —

539)9

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY TENDERLOINS 1¢5..> 2 22

SALE DATES:

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOINS

51288

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS
BEEF EYE ROUND

WHOLE s 4%9

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY
80% LEAN

4/30/26-5/6/26

and ensures that these indi-
viduals are honored for gen-
erations to come.

The Veterans Memorial at
School Street Park is being
developed as a place of re-
flection, remembrance, and
community pride.

Community members are
encouraged to participate
by honoring a family mem-
ber, friend, or loved one who
served—no matter where
they reside.

For more information or
to purchase a brick, please
contact: Patrick Asta-Ferrero
at agawamvetfriends@gmail.
com.
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State Ornithologist Andrew Vitz to
discuss latest in bird conservation

SPRINGFIELD -

On

Herbs, Strawberry Plants,
Clematis Vines

Monday, May 4, at 7 p.m. the
Allen Bird Club of Spring-
field, MA invites the pub-
lic to attend, From Wood
Thrush to Goshawks: Using
Traditional and Contem-
porary Approaches to Pro-
mote Bird Conservation.
This program will be pre-
sented by State Ornitholo-
gist Andrew Vitz, who will

explain how a combination
of traditional and advanced
technologies are used in
studying bird biology for
improved conservation.
Dr. Vitz will highlight spe-
cies such as the American
Goshawk, Eastern Whip-
poor-will, American Bald
Eagle, Wood Thrush, and
American Kestrel. This pre-
sentation will be held, free

of charge, in the Tolman
Auditorium of the Spring-
field Science Museum, 21
Edwards Street, Springfield,
MA.

The Allen Bird Club is a
nonprofit organization ded-
icated to bringing Greater
Springfield area birders to-
gether since 1912. For more
information, please visit
www.AllenBirdClub.org.

Garden Club hosting Green Thumb Guru

AGAWAM - The next
meeting of the Agawam
Garden Club will be held

Z 7R

Large Selection of 77
il Hanging Baskets! %%_

257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rt. 57)

Southwick, MA < (413) 569-6417
(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

PRICES IN R
ARE AT OR BELOW
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 105 516,00 > 2 20

Onion Sets, Asparagus Roots, Seed Potatoes

~ We Accept SNAP and HIP Benefits ~

Tuesday, May 12, at 6:30
p-m. at the Agawam Pub-
lic Library, 750 Cooper
Street. After a short busi-
ness meeting Ed Sourdif-
fe, WMass Green Thumb
Guru, Master Gardener,
and Garden Educator will
present a talk on organic
gardening. He is the go-to
gardening expert on NBC’s
channel 22’s Life Style pro-

gram, Mass Appeal. Cov-
ered will be the basics in-
cluding how to make your
garden work for you in-
stead of against you. How
to save money and have
amazing results with age-
old and modern gardening
techniques. It’s all about
creating a healthy environ-
ment for you, your plants,
and the planet.

ACC to hold Mother’s Day
Plant Sale on May 9

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Congregational Church
is having a Mother’s Day
Plant Sale to be held on May
9 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
Come bright and early for
the best blooms. We will
have over 50 hanging plants,
hypertufa planters with se-
dums, annuals, perrenials,

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 A 1 58

USDA INSP. FROZEN OAKDALE FARM
PREMIUM MARINATED 1 LB PAK 5399
ea

PORK TENDERLOIN TIP w sourson
CHICKEN TENDERLOIN wr mauian pressine

USDA INSP. FROZEN PHILLIPS MARYLAND STYLE99¢

CRAB SOUP 10 0z ensersssssssssssn

Thurs. 8-6

BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. FROZEN BLUE SEA

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB
RAW WHOLE CLEANED » s s 1 292

L.f 90 Meat Outlet®@

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-
‘e Fri. 8-6 » Sat. 8-3

4 413-737-1288

SAVINGS © SELECTION * SERVICE

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

NOTICE

ERRORS: FEach adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

bulbs, hostas, hypertufa lady
bugs, pine cone flowers that
last forever.

If you have a garage or
basement full of old pots
(any size) and you want to
get rid of them this is the
time. Drop them off outside
the back door of the church,
745 Main St. Agawam.

Rotary to host
guest speaker
at APL

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Rotary’s Guest Speaker Se-
ries date will take place on
Wednesday, May 6. In rec-
ognition of Mental Health
Month, Lois Nesci, CEO of
Gandara will speak at the
Agawam Public Library from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. about men-
tal wellness and the scope
of services available in our
community.



April 30, 2026 1

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 1

Page 3

Ve

GFWC Agawam Junior Women’s Club and Agawam Cultural Council co-hosted an event honoring America’s 250th anniversary.
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Events celebrates America 250

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Cultural Council in conjunc-
tion with the GFWC Aga-
wam Junior Women’s Club
sponsored the Agawam Pub-
lic Library event document-
ed at https://www.facebook.
com/share/1Czn6]YWcp/

In celebration of Ameri-
ca’s 250th anniversary, the
Agawam Public Library
hosted a spirited Ameri-
ca 250 event last Tuesday,
Apr. 21. featuring Boston’s
national award-winning
musical ventriloquist Kevin
Driscoll, performing as Paul
Revere and Friends.

As communities across
the nation commemorate

two and a half centu-
ries of American
independence,
Driscoll brings
Revolution-
ary-era histo
ry to life wit
music, con
edy, and in
teractive ven-
triloquism
designed to
engage  audi-
ences of all ages.
Blending patriotic
storytelling  with
ly-friendly entertainment,
the program celebrates the
enduring ideals of liberty,
courage, and unity that de-

fami-

fine the American
experience.
While
histori-
ans agree
1ere is
» docu-
ented
sidence
nat Paul
Revere
owned a
talking dog,
the library au-
dience may have
found themselves imagining
otherwise. If such a com-
panion had joined Revere
on his legendary midnight
ride, he might very well have

looked and sounded like
Doug The Talking Dog, one
of Driscoll's most beloved
characters. Doug added hu-
mor, heart, and a contem-
porary twist to the Revolu-
tionary narrative, helping
younger audiences connect
with the spirit of 1776.

Driscoll recently en-
tertained large crowds at
the Boston Parks Depart-
ment’s America-themed ex-
travaganza on the historic
Boston Common, further
solidifying his reputation
for delivering high-caliber,
educational entertainment
that resonates across gener-
ations.

Grinspoon award banquets
scheduled for next month

HOLYOKE - The Pioneer
Valley Excellence in Teach-
ing Awards will honor 90
teachers from over 20 West-
ern Massachusetts school
districts at celebratory ban-
quets at the Log Cabin in
Holyoke on May 6, 12 and 20.

The program will fea-
ture anawards presenta-
tion honoring the winners,
who will each receive an en-
graved plaque and monetary
award in recognition of their
achievement, along with
generous tuition incentives
and scholarships offered
by the following colleges
and universities in the re-
gion: American International
College, Bay Path Universi-
ty, Elms College, Springfield

College, Western New En-
gland University, Westfield
State University, and the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts.
Winners also receive a
3-month membership to
one of the six regional YM-
CAsand a 1- month mem-
bership to the Springfield
Jewish Community Center.
The Pioneer Valley Excel-
lence in Teaching Awards
program, now in its23rd
year, is made possible by the
Harold Grinspoon Charitable
Foundation in partnership
with the Irene E. & George A.
Davis Foundation and sup-
ported by the American In-
ternational ~ College, Smith
College, Arrha Credit Union
a division of BrightBridge

Credit Union, Country
Bank, and Meyers Brothers
Kalicka.

“Our teachers serve not
only as educators, but also as
mentors, community lead-
ers, and innovators. They
play a fundamental role in
supporting families and
building communities. It is
agreat privilege to recog-
nize outstanding teachers in
the Pioneer Valley. Michelle
Moon, Director, Excellence
in Teaching Awards at the
Harold Grinspoon Charitable
Foundation.

For a complete list of the
2026 award winners, please
visit the Harold Grinspoon
Charitable Foundation web-
site: hgef.org.

Canvases for Mosaic due back May 15

AGAWAM - The New En-
gland Mosaic project, spon-
sored by Agawam Community
Artists and Artisans, is about
to conclude the first part of the
project where people through-
out Western Massachusetts
can create art on a 6x6~ can-
vas. Libraries in Agawam,
West Springfield, Southwick,
Westfield, East Longmeadow,
Longmeadow, East Forest Park

and Chicopee and the West
Springfield Senior Center have
collectively given out over 280
free canvases. Canvases are
due back by Friday, May 15.
Once the canvases are re-
turned, they will be assembled
into a 24-foot Mosaic display
showing what each artist loves
about New England. The can-
vases are then sold, with the
net proceeds funding scholar-

N

=

& WASTE]

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT
DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 * Fax 413-789-3738
www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small’”’

ships for high school and col-
lege students pursuing further
education in visual arts.

Be sure to fill out the Artist
Statement and include your
email so we can personally in-
vite you to the New England
Mosaic Unveiling on Wednes-
day, August 5 at the Agawam
Municipal Golf Course, 128
Southwick Street, Feeding
Hills.
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Golf Tournament to support
Wreaths Across America

AGAWAM — The Friends
of the Massachusetts Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery
at Agawam and the Friends
of the Agawam Veterans
Council proudly announce

their Second Annual Golf
Tournament in support of

Wreaths Across America,
a national effort to honor
and remember our fallen
veterans during the holiday
season.

This exciting event prom-
ises a day of camaraderie,

remembrance, and com-
munity support. Golfers,
sponsors, and communi-
ty members are invited to
participate and help lay
wreaths at the graves of vet-
erans resting at the Agawam
Veterans Memorial Ceme-
tery this December.

The Tournament will be
held on June 28. Registra-
tion begins at 10:30 a.m. and
golfing starts at 12 noon at
Agawam Municipal Golf
Course. The costs are $135

for an individual golfer,
$540 for a team of four, $30
for dinner only, and $100 to
sponsor a tee. Other spon-
sorships are also available.

To Register or Sponsor,
contact Marline Claremont
at 413-221-9548 or email
wreathfriends@gmail.com.
Registration forms are avail-
able upon request. Join us in
honoring those who served
with a round of golf, good
food, and great company—
all for a noble cause.

Suffield Garden Club hosts

SUFFIELD, CT - When
you see the merry, yellow and
white striped tents next to
the Phelps-Hatheway House
barn in Suffield, CT, you
know it’s time for May Mar-
ket

Now in its 48th year, the
Suffield Garden Clubs May
Market always delights. Thir-
ty-five vendors will be offer-
ing everything from plants,
garden art, pottery, house
signs, metal work, wooden
ware, unique wreaths, and
second-hand treasures to
power equipment, jewelry
and food. Shoppers can pa-
tronize returning favorites
as well as new additions like

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE
For License To Carry Permit
$140
Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com

\|

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

the Dirty Sip, an on-trend
drink that mixes soda with
flavored syrup and creamer.
Also new this year is live en-
tertainment for children and
adults in the Summer House
just south of the main house.
Gardeners can enjoy extra
benefits such as the availabil-
ity of Spear Head Spades, ros-
es and shrubs, and Suffield
High School's Agriscience
students with a selection of
student-grown plants and
herbs. The Garden Club also
offers “Member Plants” - lo-
cally grown perennials and
annuals at amazingly low
prices — and free gardening
advice at the Club’s booth.

May Market

Admission is free, but
don’t forget to bring cash or
your checkbook since not
all vendors take credit cards.
Visitors are encouraged to
bring their own reusable
shopping bags, as well as a
wagon or cart for transport-
ing their treasures back to
their cars.

The Suffield Garden
Club, organized in 1934, is a
non-profit organization dedi-
cated to the beautification of
Suffield. Proceeds from this
event support civic beauti-
fication, high school schol-
arships, town conservation,
horticulture education, and
garden therapy programs.

~ Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire
DEFENSE ATTORNEY

1380 Main Street, Suite 201
Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4163

(Se Habla Espariol, preguntar por Marisol)
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

Make your
Mother’s Day

HANGING BASKETS | MIXED PLANTERS

ANNUALS | PERENNIALS | HERBS | VINES

VEGETABLE PLANTS | PROVEN WINNERS
STAND IS OPEN WITH
FRUITS & VEGETABLES

~ Gift Certificates Available ~

E@®

Eo Cec&li Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET

FEEDING HILLS, Mass. € “Everythingyou’d grow if you had forty acres.”
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Opinion

Guest Column

I

By Russell Gloor

SOCIAL SECURITY

Should | collect S5
now or wait two years
until age 707?

Dear Rusty:

I'am 67 and 9 months old,
collecting a modest SS sur-
vivor benefit with plans to
collect my own much larger
benefit at age 70.

I was confident this plan
was a good one, but recent
turbulent events make me
nervous that cuts could
come to Social Security at
any time without warning.
Would it be prudent to file
for my own Social Security
as soon as possible so that
my benefit might be “grand-
fathered” in before any sud-
den and drastic cuts occur?
I do not generally panic,
but these are unprecedent-
ed times. I would be quite
comfortable with the benefit
listed on my 2024 statement
for my current age; I was just
hoping to maximize the ben-
efit by waiting.

When I go to the Social
Security website to view my
2025 annual statement to see
the personalized monthly
retirement benefit estimates
for ages 68, 69 and 70 that
section no longer shows. This
omission makes me uncom-
fortable. Can I find out what
my current benefit estimate
would be for ages 68, 69 and
70? Or should I just rely on
the 2024 statement?

Signed: Nervous in Port-
land

Dear Nervous:

Please do not be ner-
vous that recent “turbulent
events” pose a threat to your
future Social Security bene-
fits. Those events do not, in
any way, jeopardize your fu-
ture Social Security benefits,
because Social Security is
completely separate from all
other federal political issues
and finances. The primary
problem with Social Security
became an issue long before
the current administration
took office.

The Trustees of Social
Security have been warning
Congress for decades that
Social Security’s finances
require Congressional atten-
tion. The fact is that Social
Security revenue (as pre-
dicted decades ago) became
insufficient to pay all benefit
obligations in about 2021.
Since that time, money from
Social Security’s reserved
funds (Trust Funds)has been
used to pay full benefits to
all.

In 2020, there was near-
ly $3 trillion in SS reserved
funds, but that has now
dwindled to about $2.5 tril-
lion as reserves are used to
supplement SS payments.
And that problem continues.
The Trustees of SS now pre-
dict that the reserves will be
fully depleted in about 2032,
at which time, lacking pro-
gram reform by Congress, So-

cial Security will be forced to
pay out only what it receives
in revenue. And that would
mean an estimated cut of
about 23% to everyones
monthly SS benefit. In the
unlikely event that happens,
wouldn't a 23% reduction to
your larger age 70 benefit be
better than a 23% cut to your
lower age 68 benefit?

No one wants those cuts
to happen least of all pol-
iticians because it would
amount to political suicide
(seniors are, after all, a very
large voting bloc). Thus, we
believe that Congress will act
to reform Social Security to
prevent any general benefit
cuts from happening. It will,
however, require Congressio-
nal bipartisanship because
the reforms needed for So-
cial Security are likely unsa-
vory to some.

Those reforms may in-
clude SS tax increases and
changes to the basic struc-
ture of the SS program to
align it with today’s demo-
graphic reality. The program
needs reform, which Con-
gress has, unfortunately, ne-
glected to provide for many
years.

And this neglect will
likely also continue, at least
through the forthcoming
mid-term elections. It seems
the nature of Congress is to
wait until the last possible
moment to offer corrective

legislation.
Heres what to keep in
mind: Congress already

knows how to reform Social
Security to avoid any future
benefit cuts; they just lack
the bipartisanship to ac-
complish that reform. For
our part, the Association of
Mature American Citizens
has offered to Congress a
commonsense reform plan
via its “Social Security Guar-
antee” AMAC’s proposal has
received a positive reception
in Congressional circles and
we are optimistic that the
proposal will provide finan-
cial stability to the program
for generations. AMAC con-
tinues to advocate for SS
reform in Washington, D.C.
on aregular basis, even more
intensely as the depletion
of the SS Trust Funds grows
closer.

We do not suggest chang-
ing your strategy for claim-
ing Social Security benefits
based upon fear the program
will cut benefits. That’s be-
cause it’s unlikely that all
benefits will be cut because
we believe Congress will
eventually enact reform. And
even in the unlikely event
that Congress neglects to
reform the program by 2032,
the percentage of reduction
to a higher monthly SS ben-
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I was so happy to fi-
nally get into the
vegetable gar-
den this past
week.

My peas
seeds are
sown! Yippee!

Next on my
list is beets. I
have to admit
thatI am no beet
aficionado. In fact,

I began eating beets only a
few years ago.

Who knows what turned
me off in my younger years.
Maybe it was the fact that I
only knew beets by way of
a can — we never grew them
in our home garden. They
honestly didn't look or taste
all that yummy, especially to
a kid who ate a total of two
other vegetables; that is, of
course, if corn counts.

Anyway, I think what final-
ly convinced me to include
beets in my garden was the
fact that the plants are mul-
tipurpose (you can eat both
the greens and the roots) and
beets themselves are wonder-
ful “keepers.” Lately, there is a
lot of talk about the benefits
of eating them in relation to
heart health.

Let me give you a brief run
down on how to grow beets.

Roberta Mcluaio

Beet seeds are unique in
appearance. I can only de-
scribe them as multi-faceted
“orbs”

The orb is a grouping of
seeds. You can go through the
trouble of trying to separate
them by way of wax paper
and a rolling pin, but most
folks don’t bother.

Because the orb is thick,
however, and moisture must
penetrate it in order for it to
germinate, a good soaking is
beneficial. Although you can
try starting beets nearly as
soon as the soil can be worked
in spring, it is probably best to
wait until two weeks before
the last expected frost.

In our location that trans-
lates into the first or second
week of May. This timeframe
will give them the most desir-
able soil temperature (sixty

tion.

“Beets,” me

the

degrees plus) for germina-

Be sure that you
keep the seed
bed moist until
the seeds pop up,
and continue
to  provide
at least one
inch of water
throughout the grow-
ing season if Mother
Nature does not. Steady
moisture will keep your
beets sweet and crack-free.

I should also mention
that beets prefer a soil that
is slightly alkaline, and well-
drained but fertile. In other
words, sprinkle some lime
and work a couple inches of
compost into the soil!

Beet seeds should be sown
aninch or so apart- my theory
is to sow once and sow heavy.
Because multiple plants may
come from one “orb” it is crit-
ical that you thin your plants:
first to one and a half inch
spacing and then, when beets
are the size of a marble, to a
final spacing of three inches
apart.

Don't feel badly when you
are thinning - you are hon-
estly doing your plants a fa-
vor. Beets that are grown too
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Protein: The big food craze of 2026

First it was low-calorie.
Then it was fat-free. Then high
fiber and low carb. Then glu-
ten-free and zero sugar.

And now, it’s protein.

Walk down the aisle of
your favorite store and you'll
see shelves packed with pro-
tein powders, shakes, chips,
bars, coffee, cereal, even pro-
tein soft drinks, alcoholic
drinks and ice cream.

Food giants such as Pep-
siCo, Kellogg and Pop-Tarts
maker Kellanova have rolled
out protein-boosted versions
of their products. Starbucks
and Kroger are offering pro-
tein-fortified coffees and
French toast sticks. The glob-
al market for protein-fortified
foods is projected to hit $100
billion by 2030, according to
Grand View Research.

What's going on?

These companies hope
to profit off a key concern of
consumers: Getting more pro-
tein in their diets. According

=
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

to a 2025 survey from the In-
ternational Food Information
Council, 70 percent of Ameri-
cans said they'e trying to eat
more protein, up from 59%
just three years ago.

We've always known that
our bodies need protein to
build and maintain lean mus-
cle, hair, bones, connective
tissues and general health.
But what’s driving the current
fad, and how much protein do
we need anyway?

VOour
healtn

to be partly the result of the
boom in semaglutide (GLP-1)
medications, such as Ozem-
pic, Wegovy, Mounjaro and
the like. They are helping peo-
ple lose weight and maintain
it, but users are also losing
muscle because “every pound
is water, fat and muscle; reg-
istered dietitian Kim Shapira
said in an interview.

HEALTH I page 5

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample. No endorsement
letters will be printed in the last edition before the
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must
be received by noon Monday to be considered for

fundraisers.

plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ingup to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the
Agawam Advertiser News.
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aan@turley.com
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Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to
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photo-request

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.
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Schools & Youth

Gloria McLellan Scholarship available

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) have kicked
off their annual scholarship
fundraising program, de-
signed to be awarded to high
school and college students
from Western Massachusetts
who are pursuing further ed-
ucation in Visual Arts.

Deadline to apply for the
Gloria McLellan Memorial
Scholarship is May 1. Stu-
dents can apply at www.aga-

wamarts.com.

Anthony  Nguyen  of
Springfield, Sarah McDonald
of Longmeadow, and Charles
Santiago of Chicopee were
each awarded $1200 scholar-
ships last year.

The scholarship is named
after Gloria McLellan, a local
artist and one of the founding
members of ACAA.

Funds for the scholarship
are raised through the ACAAs
New England Mosaic Project,

which has just launched in
local Western Mass libraries.
Through the libraries, anyone
can pick up a blank canvas,
apply art to it, and return it
by May 15. The canvases be-
come part of a 24-foot Mosaic
display. The canvases are sold
at two events in August with
net proceeds going directly to
the scholarship.

Scholarships ~ will  be
awarded in June for the 2026
fall semester.

‘Nacho Average Wellness’ event to
be held at Heritage Woods May 7

AGAWAM - A group of
local eldercare agencies
and facilities is sponsoring
“Nacho Average Wellness;
Thursday, May 7 from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m.at Heritage Woods,
464 Main St., Agawam.

The event is designed to
offer caregivers and profes-
sionals time to step away
from their busy lives, recon-
nect with themselves, and
connect with others, ac-

cording to Chantal Bernard,
founder of Chanda Care,
one of the sponsors.

The featured topic of the
evening is “Don’t be a Burnt
Taco: How to Come Back
to Yourself,” with a focus on
conversation around sim-
ple, practical ways for care-
givers to reduce stress and
prevent burnout.

Margaritas, including a
non-alcoholic option, will

be available along with a
taco bar and other light
bites. In addition, guests
will be able to enter a raffle
for a wellness basket valued
at $100.

The event is sponsored
by Chanda Care, Chanda’s
House, Brookhaven Hos-
pice, and Heritage Woods.
There is no charge to attend.
R.S.VP. to tiffany.lagacy.gen-
esishcc.com.

ACAA seeks art for August festival

AGAWAM - Agawam
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) is inviting
artists and artisans to partic-
ipate in its Sixth Annual Pio-
neer Valley Art Festival.

The Art Festival will be
held on Friday, Aug. 21, and
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Pol-
ish American Club in Feeding
Hills. Show hours are from 2
to 8 p.m. on Friday, and from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.

The ACAA is encouraging
artists, artisans, and writers
to submit their work for re-
view. Among the artistic me-
diums included are watercol-
or, acrylic, oil, mixed media,

sculpture, photography, ce-
ramic, stained glass, wood,
fashion, textile, and jewelry.

All work must be origi-
nal and handmade by the
artist or artisan, of profes-
sional quality. Prints and
giclees will be accepted. No
kits, food, soap, candles, or
Al-generated work will be
accepted.

Tent space is available on
the paved parking lot for $50.

Students from any area
high school are accepted free
of charge, and must have a
tent set up.

The Pioneer Valley Art
Festival is highly promoted

through local TV stations;
Agawam Media Channel
15 and 1074HD; Agawam
Cultural Council website;
newspapers; town forums;
Mailchimp; the ACAA web-
site, www.agawamarts.com;
and the ACAA Facebook
page, that has over 850 fol-
lowers.

The week before the fes-
tival, there will be over 20
street signs placed around
Agawam.

Further information, in-
cluding registration forms,
can be obtained by contact-
ing Ceil Rossi at email: to-
carefree2@hotmail.com.

Volunteers needed to flag veteran’s graves

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Veterans Council is seeking
volunteers for flagging vet-
eran graves at local ceme-

teries in preparation of Me-
morial Day on Saturday, May
2. (Rain date May 3) Anyone
interested in participating,

please meet at 8 a.m. in the
Springfield Street Cemetery
(across from Sacred Heart
Church) in Feeding Hills.
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efit amount would be better
than a similar reduction to
a lower benefit amount. In
other words, your original
plan is still a prudent one.
Regarding your question
about your estimated bene-
fits, I expect your mostrecent
SS statement didn't include
future benefits because you
are already collecting SS sur-
vivor benefits. You can con-

tact SSA at 1-800-772-1213
to obtain the future SS retire-
ment estimates you seek.
The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents

the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundations
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Se-
curity Association To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell
Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC.

LET’S

Jamie Joslyn

Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic

person interested in selling DAY
advertising for our community
newspapers plus more! The
right candidate will assume an
established territory with

a portfolio of customers.

WORK
TOGETHER

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Join Our Team!
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Turley Publications
Send resume & cover letter to:

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com
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HEALTH

“This has just boomed an
entire industry of protein,
she said.

The problem is that a good
deal of these protein-packed
foods may not be good for
us. A 2024 survey by Spanish
researchers, posted on the
National Institutes of Health
website, that found 91% of
foods with “protein” market-
ing claims (PCs) were less
healthy overall because they
are ultraprocessed and often
have added sugar, fat and so-
dium.

“The perception that
foods with PCs are healthy
is incorrect, and consuming
them may pose an additional
health risk] the researchers
wrote.

The protein we need every-
day varies with age, weight,
level of activity and other fac-
tors. To estimate your min-
imum recommended daily
allowance (RDA), multiply
your weight in pounds by 0.36
grams. For a 140-pound sed-
entary woman, that comes to
about 50 grams a day.

Pregnant women and ac-
tive adults benefit from more

from page 4

protein, but researchers really
don’'t know how much is too
much. (The USDA has a nutri-
tion calculator on its website
at myplate.gov.)

They do recommend spac-
ing out protein consumption
throughout the day rather
than consuming most of it at
dinner, as most Americans do.

Jumping on the protein
bandwagon takes careful
consideration. It’s not just a
question of jacking up protein
consumption, but doing it in
the context of healthy eating.
In other words, eating six pro-
tein bars a day is not likely to
help your overall health.

If youre ready to boost
your protein intake, here are
some tips:

Turn to protein-rich un-
processed or lightly pro-
cessed foods, which you may
have in your pantry and fridge.
According to the USDA, some
of the best are:

- Tuna: 21 grams of protein
in 3 ounces

- Cooked chicken or turkey:
19 grams in 3 ounces

- Plain Greek yogurt: 17
grams in 3 ounces

- Cottage cheese: 14 grams
in %4 cup

Other good sources are
beans, nuts, low-fat dairy and
eggs.

Don’t translate “eat
more protein” as “eat more
beef and cheese.” The satu-
rated fats in these foods are
not good for cardiovascular
health.

To avoid weight gain, cut
back on other foods. If youre
consuming more calories as
protein, reduce the calories
you get from breads, sweets
and alcohol. Rather, up your
intake of fruits, veggies and
legumes.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg
R.N.,, a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical pro-
fessionals to become successful
private patient advocates. A
Monson, MA resident, she is the
author of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself &
Your Loved Ones” and her new
book, ‘Advocating Well: Strat-
egies _for Finding Strength and
Understanding in Health Care,”
available at Amazon.com.
Contact her at Teri@NurseAd-
vocateEntrepreneur.com to set
up a free phone consultation.

GARDEN

close together will never de-
velop to their full potential.

Instead of letting the thin-
nings go to waste, make a sal-
ad and be grateful for some
early season greens. Even
when beets are at their final
spacing I will rob the patch
of some leaves every now and
then for the very same reason.
As long as I am prudent, no
harm will be done to the de-
veloping roots.

Some beet varieties are
grown especially for their
greens. Try “Bull’s Blood,” an
heirloom variety known for its
large and sweet reddish-pur-
ple leaves. “Early Wonder Tall
Top” is another oldie - prized
as much for its early beet
greens as it for its beets.

Looking for less leaf and
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more beet? Try “Detroit Dark
Red Short Top.” Well over one
hundred years old, this late
variety is great for canning.
Beets also come in a wide
array of colors. For a depend-
able and tasty yellow beet try
“Touchtone Gold” Another
interesting heirloom beet is
“Chiogga’ (aka “Bassano”).
Cercospora Leaf Spot of
Swiss Chard, Beets, and Spin-
ach is a common fungus that
appears as circular rings on
the leaves, making them un-
sightly and barely edible.
There are a number of tac-
tics that claim to help if this
is a problem for you. Water at
the base of the plant, and do it
early in the day so it dries out
by evening, especially in the
summer months when hu-
midity heightens the spread.
Likewise, if you make suc-

cessive sowings, space them
a distance apart from one an-
other. There are organic and
chemical means of control
that are worth investigating.

If that’s not for you, give
growing these plants a break
for two-three years and like-
ly youll be in the clear to
attempt trying again. Some
companies offer disease free
seed, too.

It's worth looking into.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School
of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. For the
last 34 years, she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

Garden Club plans annual plant sale

AGAWAM - Agawam
Garden Club is planning its
annual plant sale for Satur-
day, May 30. This year’s event
will be held at the Historical
Thomas Smith House, 251
North West Street, Feeding
Hills and will run from 9 a.m.

to 12 noon. The sale will in-
clude many perennials and
shrubs all from members
gardens and all a bargain.
Because the plants are all
grown locally in members
gardens they are well accli-
mated to the area. Proceeds

from the sale go towards
funding the clubs scholar-
ship and providing educa-
tional programs for the year.
Please check the club’s web-
site for further information.
agawamgardenclub.com
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CLUES ACROSS 27. Unexciting 52. Soviet Socialist ~ 23. Car mechanics

1. Purchase 29. American Republic group

4. British news comedian Vidale 24. Buffer used in
organization 30. Peyton’s little CLUES DOWN chemistry

7. Midway between brother 1. Type of whale 27. Fall heavily
northeast and 31. Corporate 2. In tune 28. Pie ___ mode
east higher-up 3. A citizen of 29. The Brits love it

8. Language 32. “All'in the Yemen 31. Children’s TV
specialist group Family” star 4. Actress Ling channel (abbr.)

10. Fancy 39. Strike something 5. One who 32. Jacksonville
automobile forcefully supports footballer

12. Small loop or 41. Up in the air 6. Circus performer  33. Helps little firms
series of loops (abbr.) 8. Yearly tonnage 34. __ and behold

13. Exploiter 42. Clay earth (abbr.) 35. A way to resemble

14. Don’t know pigments 9. Quantitative fact  36. Fingers
when yet 43. Means to record 11. Utah city 37. Excessive

16. Group of brain activity 14. Where a golfer indulgences
languages 44, Small begins 38. You might be an

17. One who’s constellation 15. Attendant “empty” one
finished 45. Embraces 18. The ancient 39. “How the West

19. After B 46. Brief description Egyptian sun god Was Won” writer

20. Angled 48. Exclude 19. Book of 40. European river

21. A place to adopt  49. White (French) Chronicles (abbr.) 44. They begin the
pets 50. Insect 20. Benedictine alphabet

25. Swiss river 51. A major division monk 47. The body’s

26. Young boy of geological time  22. Not turbulent messenger
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Michael A. Fenton declares run for Governor’s Gouncil

SPRINGFIELD — Michael
A. Fenton, a Springfield at-
torney, today announced his
candidacy for the Massa-
chusetts Governor’s Council,
District 8, representing 102
cities and towns, primarily
located in Hampden, Hamp-
shire, Franklin, and Berkshire
counties.

Fenton enters the race
with a focused mission:
bringing the legal expertise,
impartiality, and regional ad-
vocacy that Western Massa-
chusetts communities need.

“The Governor’s Council
is one of the most conse-
quential and least under-
stood bodies in Massachu-
setts government, and our
region needs to take full
advantage of the power of
the position, both through
its constitutional authority
and the influence that comes
from the position’s proximity
to the Governor” said Fen-
ton. “It shapes the future of
our courts and provides ex-
traordinary opportunities to
advance our region’s inter-
ests even beyond the confir-
mation of appointments. Our
Governor’s Councilor needs
to have a strong working
relationship with the Gov-

ernor, not a combative one.
When I am at the table, I will
work with the Governor to
advocate for nominations
and funding of critical proj-
ects in Western Mass”’

The Governor’s Council
is an eight-member elected
body that advises the Gover-
nor on judicial nominations,
confirms appointments to
the bench, reviews pardons
and commutations, and
oversees other critical state
appointments. The Lieu-
tenant Governor presides
over Governor’s Council
meetings. “T will fight for
regional equity and work
to recruit and confirm seri-
ous, accountable judges to
the bench. I intend to be a
strong voice on the Council
advocating for Western Mas-
sachusetts” said Fenton

Fenton pointed to the fact
that no current member of
the Supreme Judicial Court,
the Parole Board, or the Ap-
pellate Tax Board hails from
Western Massachusetts.
“These appointees make de-
cisions that impact the lives
of everyone in our Common-
wealth, and Western Mas-
sachusetts deserves to be
represented. There is a long

tradition of regional diver-
sity on the Supreme Judicial
Court, the Parole Board, and
the Appellate Tax Board. In
recent years, the Governor’s
Council has gotten away
from that practice, and our
region has been left behind.
If elected, I will restore that
proud tradition of regional
diversity and ensure West-
erns Mass has representation
on the SJC, the ATB, and the
Parole Board”
A Proven Attorney

Fenton focuses his law
practice in the areas of com-
mercial real estate, business
planning, commercial fi-
nance and estate planning.
He is a graduate of West-
ern New England Universi-
ty School of Law, where he
served on the Law Review,
and earned a Master of Busi-
ness Administration. He is
currently an adjunct profes-
sor at the law school. His
practice involves represent-
ing principals in business
formation and succession
planning, businesses in the
purchase and sale of enter-
prises, lenders and borrow-
ers in commercial financing
transactions, developers in
the acquisition and permit-

ting of projects, and individ-
uals in establishing compre-
hensive and sophisticated
estate plans. He regularly
represents businesses, lend-
ers, and individuals through-
out Hampden, Hampshire,
Franklin, and Berkshire
County. Fenton brings to
this race something no oth-
er candidate offers; years of
firsthand experience evalu-
ating legal arguments, judi-
cial reasoning, and the stan-
dards that separate good
judges from great ones.

“The Governor’s Coun-
cil confirms our judges
and oversees our courts,
said Fenton. “We deserve a
Governor’s Councilor who
is a member of the bar, un-
derstands the law, and can
evaluate a nominee’s judicial
temperament from experi-
ence”

Public Service
Experience and
Impartiality

Fenton’s record in pub-
lic service has been defined
by impartiality and sound
judgment. As a member of
the Springfield City Council
for seventeen years, a former
five-time City Council Pres-
ident, Fenton has earned a

reputation for making deci-
sions based on evidence and
the public good. He would
bring that same standard to
the Governor’s Council.

“First and foremost, the
Governor’s Council must
evaluate nominees on their
legal qualifications and fit-
ness for the bench,” said Fen-
ton. “I will bring impartiality
and legal rigor to every con-
firmation”

A Proactive Advocate for
Western Massachusetts
Courts

Western Massachusetts
has real needs on the Gov-
ernor’s Council. The region’s
Superior  Court recent-
ly faced a critical judicial
shortage; a gap that built up
over time and left commu-
nities without the judicial
resources they need and de-
serve. Fenton has spent his
career being proactive, not
reactive, when it comes to
delivering results for the re-
gion.

“Western Massachusetts
went without fully staffed
courts for too long, and the
impacts were real. Members
of the bar have been very vo-
cal about these issues and
have brought their concerns

to me” said Fenton. “District
8 needs a representative who
will be proactive, not reac-
tive, when it comes to ensur-
ing our region has the judi-
cial resources it deserves.”
Rooted in District 8

Fenton has spent his en-
tire life and career in Spring-
field and Western Mass. “1
know these communities,
practice law in these com-
munities, and have spent
decades advocating for the
people who call them home.
Our area has some of the
busiest court houses in the
Commonwealth, and it is
critical that the citizens of
the four western counties
receive full access to justice,
through property funded
and staffed court rooms.”

Fenton and his family
are longtime residents of
Springfield. He is an active
member of the Western Mas-
sachusetts legal community
and has spent years in public
service at both the local and
regional level.

To learn more about Mike
Fenton’s campaign for Gov-
ernor’s Council District 8,
visit www.votemikefenton.
com or follow the campaign
on social media.

New kids, teen activities at

AGAWAM - April show-
ers bring May flowers, which
works beautifully for us at
the Agawam Library, as we
have just rolled out our brand
new plant inspired logo! We
are also rolling out a slight-
ly smaller program roster
this month as we begin our
Summer Reading Challenge
preparations. Our Summer
Reading Challenge will begin
Monday, June 29th and go
through August 8th. During
the Summer Reading Chal-
lenge there will be lots of ac-
tivities, games, and prizes to
keep kids of all ages reading
throughout the summer. But
we still have some fun ac-
tivities planned before that.
Below is a listing of every-
thing that’s going on for kids
& teens this month. Some
events require registration.
To register, call 413-789-1550
ext 3 or go to our website aga-

wamlibrary.org.
Art and Stories -
For ages3 -5

Tues. May 12 and 26 at 9:30
a.m. - Drop-in
Join us for a short story
time followed by an art proj-
ect. We will explore simple
art concepts and experiment
with materials. Please wear
clothing that can get messy!
Baby Story Time - For
birth - 18 mo.

Thursday, May 14 and 28 at
9:30 a.m. - Drop-in

Join us as we learn a little
American Sign Language,
read stories, sing, & play to-
gether.

Community Helper Story
Time - For all ages
Tuesday, May 5 at 4:30 p.m. -
Registration is suggested

Join us for a special story
time where we'll learn about
different community helpers.
We will have a special guest
City Councilor Christine
Rickmon.

Family Movie: Lilo &
Stitch (2002) - For all ages
Thursday, May 21 at 6 p.m.
- Drop-in

Join us for a showing of
the original Lilo & Stitch film.
Bring a small (not messy) pic-
nic to eat during the movie.
We'll have some snacks and
coloring sheets available
during the movie.

Family Take and Make
Crafts — For all ages
First Day of the Week &
Thursdays - While supplies
last - Drop-in & pick up.

A new Take & Make craft
will be available the first
day of each week and again
on Thursdays. May 4 and 7:
Foam Owl Ornament May 11
and 14: Butterfly Hand Pup-
pet May 18 and 21: Construc-
tion Site Scene May 26 and

T ¢ Celebration Tame!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor

Event Rental Needs

AN
TNT

Tent and Table Rentals

197 Main Street

Unit Rear
ALENTET

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297

28: Robot Mask
Grow, play and Learn -
This program is provided
by Pathways for Parents.
Wednesdays and Fridays
Ages 0-2 at 9:30 am Ages 3-5
at 10:30 a.m. - Drop-in.
Stories, songs and skill
building, led by an Early
Childhood  Developmental
trained staff member, guid-
ing caregivers in strengthen-
ing interactions with their
child.

Polymer Clay Crafting - For
students in grades 5-6
Wednesday, May 27 at 6 p.m. -
Registration is required

Come craft small trinkets
out of polymer clay! We'll be
able to bake it in our mini
oven to set it for you.

Pre-K Pals - For ages 3 -
5 This program is provided
by Pathways for Parents.
Mondays in May at 11 a.m. -

Registration is required

No class Mon. May 25
Each week, we will focus
on an area of development
and provide fun activities to
support your child to learn
through play.

Special Saturday Drop-in
Craft: Dogs in Rain Gear
Craft - For All Ages
Saturday, May 30
All Day - While supplies last -
Drop-in and pick up.

These pups are playing

Agawam

in the rain. This craft kit fea-
tures two different designs
that show images of dogs in
colorful rain gear holding
umbrellas and grinning while
standing in the falling rain.

Spring Carnival - For all ages.
Wednesday, May 20 at 6 p.m. -

Registration is required

Celebrate Spring with fun
activities, crafts, and games!
This program is hosted by the
Agawam Public Library Teen
Advisory Board.

Teen Advisory Board -
For grades 7-12
Wednesday, May 13
at 6 p.m.

Make plans for teen li-
brary programs and the Teen
Space, and eat pizza! Mem-
bers of the Teen Advisory
Board can earn community
service hours for their par-
ticipation. If youd like to join,
contact Evan at edelano@
agawamlibrary.org or 413-
789-1550 extension 3.

Teen After School Drop-in -
For grades 9-12
Every Monday the
Agawam Public Schools are in
session at 2 p.m.

Stop by the library after
school and visit the Activi-
ty Room. Play our Nintendo
Switch, try out the air hockey
table, eat snacks, or just hang
out. No registration neces-
sary. Note: there is no drop-in

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

* Must be dependable,

professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

» Salary based on

HELP WANTED

Library

on Monday, 5/25.

Teen Take and Make Craft
- For grades 7-12
Available starting Friday,
May 1

Stop by the Teen Space to
pick up a Take & Make Craft
kit! They’ll be available until
we run out of supplies. No
registration necessary.

Teen Trivia Thursday —

For grades 7-12
Every Thursday the Agawam
Public Schools are in session

210 3:30 p.m.

Visit the Teen Space and
answer a trivia question to
get a small prize.

Teen Volunteer Work Party
— For grades 7-12
Wednesday;, May 6 from
6to8p.m.

Get a couple of volunteer
hours in. We'll have a few
different kinds of volunteer
projects available to work on.
Stop by for an hour or stay
the whole time. Make sure
you turn in a volunteer appli-
cation before the event and
let Evan know youre coming.
Contact Evan at edelano@
agawamlibrary.org or 413-
789-1550 extension 3.

Toddler Time -

For 19 mo. - 36 mo.
Mon. May 11 at 9:30 a.m. -
Drop-in.

Join us as we read stories,
sing, and play together.

Catholic
Women’s
Club
Banquet

AGAWAM - The an-
nual May Banquet for the
Catholic Womens Club
of Agawam will be held
on Wednesday, May 20
at Storrowtown Tavern
in West Springfield, MA.
It will begin with a social
time at 6 p.m. and the buf-
fet will be served at 6:30
p-m. The menu will consist
of fruit and cheese plat-
ter/veggie and dip platter,
salad, bread and butter,
potatoes, seasonal vege-
tables, Chicken Francaise,
Yankee pot roast, broiled
scrod, tea, coffee and des-
sert ice cream puff. The
price is $38 per person
and checks payable to
CWC can be placed in the
St. John the Evangelist’s
collection baskets at Mass
or mailed to Paula Raiche,
181 Leonard St., Agawam,
MA 01001, no later than
May 10. There will be no
refunds. The club’s month-
ly business meeting and
annual meeting will fol-
low the dinner.

EXPERIENCED

WRITERS &
JOURNALISTS

N

a flat rate by story and photo.

TurIey%

Publications, Inc
www.turley.com

v a

DEADLINE FOR
SUBMISSION MAY 29th <Y d S H /1| K]
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: $55.00

wdelcamp@turiey.com

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

CongratulateYOUR Graduate
[ Class o

We are offering a great deal for you to

CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE

in your community graduation issue.
Submit a photo and a brief message.

*

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:

Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to

Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper,

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

Congratulations
Karly Smith!

you and your
accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College!

2x3 Black & White Grad Ad
\J
‘@L@

We a'C o i
very pyo). 2ot

Love, Mom ¢ Dad

Send writing
samples with
resume to:

GREG SCIBELLI

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:
gscibelli@turley.com
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cause it's April nineteenth,
we did it. History is import-
ant, you know, you learn it,
you remember it, and you
repeat what you should. And
you don’t repeat what you
shouldn’t, you know. I think
every community should be
celebrating our anniversary.

Kathy Keenan, a member
of the 25 Continental Reg-
iment shared why keeping
history accessible through-
out communities is import-
ant.

“Liberty is important. It
means thatI have a free place
to live, where I can purse
what I want to pursue, given
the time period what a wom-
an could pursue, Keenan
said. “But it means freedom.
I think people need to know
what happened before them.
I think they don’t realize how
much it affects their lives
today. We where we are be-
cause of what those people
did 250 years ago, and they
need to know that. They need
to know that life was rough
back then and it can be
rough to now. The historical
society contacted us, wanted
to know if we were available
to be here, once they real-
ized we were in the area and
available to do those kinds of
events. We have been in con-
tact ever since”

A lot of thought and plan-
ning went into the organi-
zation and execution of this

~,

I

. Deadline fo

important day for Agawam.  apqye: The 25 Continental Regiment doing the Musket salute at the [©

The Agawam Historical As-
sociation picked the perfect
location for Agawam’s Lib-
erty Tree, on the day that
started our country’s jour-
ney towards independence.
For more information about
upcoming events hosted by
The Agawam Historical As-
sociation, visit, The Agawam
Historical Association.

send Us Your
Summer Event
ﬁnffa"rgm'

~~ SUMMERFEST
Supplement which
publishes June 3.

Y

r submissions
is May 6.

Liberty Tree dedication on Apr. 19.

At right: Agawam’s brand-new Liberty Tree

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

aation

Turley Publications

your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE

The Thomas Smith House was open for attendees to come in and
see some of the history it has to offer.

will print

in our

Community
Summer Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
® 06 0 0. 0. 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email.
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Brownies eek out win over Longmeadow

AGAWAM - Last Mon-
day afternoon, Agawam High
School baseball squeaked out
runs in the fourth and fifth
innings to take a 3-2 lead,
holding it down for the win at
School Street Park. Cole Ing-
ham and Gavin Cruz had two

Rkl £ A

Above: Aiden Wykes scampers home with a run.
Below: Dominic Chriscola gets ready to swing.

hits each. Cruz, Joseph Wilkin-
son, and Parker Bean all drove
in runs for the Brownies. Bean
also tossed a complete game,
scattering two runs on six hits.
He walked three and struck
out four. Agawam is now 4-6
this season.

Dominic Chriscola gets ready to swing.
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Above: Cole Ingham comes up throwing in center.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Zachary 0’Connor throws home to start a run-down.

Pitching still needed for the 2026 season of the Pioneer Valley Baseball League

SOUTH HADLEY - The Pi-
oneer Valley Baseball League,
an adult baseball league for
players who are age 18 and
over, still has open roster
spots for 2026 season.

The league is especially
in need of some additional
pitching for a couple of its
teams. The season is just two
games in and there are 20
games remaining through
the summer with playoffs
taking place in August.

The adult league will be
administered by the Quab-
bin Valley Baseball League,
and a registration link is on
the home page of the league’s
website www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org. Thought it will
be under the Quabbin um-
brella, there will be no major
changes in how the league is
operated.

This year, the PVBL will
have a 22-game regular sea-
son schedule followed by

a double-elimination play-
offs. The league, which had
five teams last year and
had to utilize multiple byes
throughout the season, will
be fielding a sixth team this
season.

The league is a wood-bat
only league utilizing play-
ing under regular baseball
rules though all players do
bat. The league operates on a
Saturday-Tuesday schedule.
Games are played on Satur-

day mornings with 10 a.m.
starts typical and on Tuesday
evenings with start times in
the 5:30 to 6 p.m. range. The
league will start play in late
April and run through the
end of August. There are slots
open for both full-time play-
ers and part-time players.
The fee for full-time players
will be $260 with part-time
players getting up to 11
games for $130. Fees paid go
toward the operation of the

league, paying for insurance,
umpires, fields, and base-
balls. No one profits in any
way. Those who sign up after
the season begins will pay a
prorated fee for the season.

In addition to the new
sixth team, there are limited
open roster spots on the oth-
er teams in the league, so get
your registration in as soon
as possible to participate in
this season.

Games are played at

ballfields throughout the
region from as far south as
Southwick’s Whalley Field,
through South Hadley’s
Beachgrounds and up north
at Frontier Regional High
School in South Deerfield.

For any questions, please
go to the league website for
more information.

The league hopes interest-
ed players will come out and
join the fun this spring and
summer.
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Railers conclude their
season with OT win

WORCESTER - This is
strictly a judgment call, but
it can be said with some cer-
tainty that the Railers’ last
shot of 2025-26 was their
best.

It was taken by Gleb Ver-
emyev at 5:06 of overtime
Sunday, Apr. 19. It gave
Worcester one of its most
emotional victories of the
72-game season, a 4-3 de-
cision over the Adirondack
Thunder that capped a dra-
matic comeback. It provid-
ed the home team with its
sixth straight victory, second
straight in overtime.

How is it that things work
this way in sports?

One of the assists on the
overtime winner went to
Railers goaltender Thomas
Gale. It was the first, and last,
assist by a Worcester goal-
tender of the entire season.

The OT goal was Veremy-
ev’s second of the game. He
got the tying goal at 16:39 of
the third period as the Rail-
ers fought back from a two-
goal deficit. The winner came
on a long, long breakaway
— something like 150 feet —
when the puck squirted free
from a scrum in front of Gale.

Thus, Veremyev was able
to ponder his move as he
closed in on Thunder goal-
tender Henry Welsch.

“I saw I had a lot of time;
Veremyev said, “and I saw the
goalie was super far out so I
knew that with speed I could
beat him wide and I went for
it”

As he got ready to make
the play Veremyev checked
the rearview mirror.

“I took a peak behind
me,” he said, “and saw there
wasn't anybody really close
so TknewIhad alot of time”

It was thanks to Gale that
the Railers were in position
to tie the game. They were
badly outshot and outplayed
into the early minutes of the
third period but led, 1-0, on
Vincent Corcoran’s goal in
the first period.

Adirondack then scored
three goals in a span of 4:01.
Jeremy Hanzel got the first at
7:18. Jace Isley scored his first

pro goal, then Brannon Mc-
Manus connected for his 31st
of the season at 11:19 and the
Railers looked disorganized
and disheartened.

That changed just 62 sec-
onds after McManus scored.

Max Dorrington won a
faceoff in the right offen-
sive circle, sending the puck
cleanly to Mitton. He sizzled
a wrist shot home from 25
feet. Worcester then tied it at
16:39 on Veremyev’s deflec-
tion of Case McCarthy’s shot
from the left point, Mitton
getting another assist.

Both teams had chances
in overtime but Gale stopped
all the visitors shots, then set
up Verymev for the winner.

“That line has been
hounding the puck the last
couple of games,” coach Nick
Tuzzolino said of the decid-
ing breakaway, “and even
tonight I thought they were
great and I think he almost
scored almost a whistle be-
fore that. I think it was one
of those things where if you
give him a chance he’s gonna
score.

“He’s very hot right now”

The Thunder held a 7-0
edge in shots on goal as the
first period approached the
9-minute mark but Worces-
ter withstood the early pres-
sure thanks to some fine
saves by Gale. The offensive
tide turned just about when
the period was half over. Not
long after that the Railers
took the lead.

Vinny Corcoran got the
goal, his second of the year,
at 13:16. Anthony Callin set it
up with a pass from the right.

The second period was
scoreless but not chance-
less. Adirondack had the
better of those chances by
far. Gale stopped all 16 shots
he faced as the Thunder had
twice as many shots on goal
as Worcester. The Railers
buzzed around the Adiron-
dack net on occasion. Jordan
Kaplan had a nice bid reject-
ed by Welsch.

The Railers also had a Lib-
erty Bell ringer off the right
post at 3:38.

Thunderbirds move into
next round of playoffs

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - The
Springfield  Thunderbirds
proved to be the comeback
kids for the second straight
night, defeating the Char-
lotte Checkers 2-1 in over-
time in the deciding Game
3 of the clubs’ First Round
Calder Cup Playoff series.

For a third straight game,
a Checkers blueliner broke
the ice within six minutes of
game action. With the teams
skating 4-on-4, Jack Studnic-
ka skated up the right side
before sliding a pass across
the slot to Tobias Bjornfot,
who flipped a wrist shot
past Georgi Romanov’s glove
hand at 5:58 to give Charlotte
the 1-0 advantage.

As he did in Game 2,
though, Romanov helped
stabilize the defensive zone,
turning away a sneaky back-
hand effort from Noah Gre-
gor and the remaining seven
shots that came his way in
the opening period.

Springfield’s offense only
got four shots on the net,
but chances began to arrive
late in the period, with Otto
Stenberg catching the post
on a sharp angle chance
and Julien Gauthier forc-
ing Charlotte goalie Cooper
Black to hold the fort on
two net-crashing efforts. The
T-Birds also got a power play
opportunity late in the peri-
od that came up empty, then
carried a second man advan-
tage into the opening 1:38 of

period two.

The Springfield power
play had a difficult time get-
ting offense established, and
the T-Birds were limited to
just eight shots for the dura-
tion of period two, then failed
to get on the board with a
power play to open the third
period as well.

Despite the odds, Steve
Ott’s club continued to dig
deeper, and at 5:45 of the
third, a greasy goal changed
the T-Birds fortunes when
Chris Wagner rolled a puck
into the blue paint, where
Calle Rosen crashed the net
front and tucked it across the
line to even the score, 1-1.

Black and Romanov kept
things locked down for the
remainder of the third, forc-
ing the winner-take-all game
into sudden death overtime.

Springfield managed just
two shots in the extra period,
but the second of those two,
at 14:54 of the frame, proved
to be the dagger as former
Checker Julien Gauthier
power-drove the right side
of the net, flipping a back-
hander that glanced off the
post, then off Black’s back-
side before finding its way
home for the series-clinching
goal.

The T-Birds now move on
to face the Providence Bruins
in the Atlantic Division Semi-
finals; Game 1 is slated for
Friday, May 1 at 7:05 p.m. at
Amica Mutual Pavilion.

—

Michael Lukomski lifts a bump.

Mark Stepchuk goes for the set.

Brownies get sweep of Haverhill

AGAWAM - Last Wednes-
day afternoon, Agawam High
School boys volleyball defeat-
ed Haverhill 3-0. The Brown-
ies were in control through
the entire matchup and

managed to score the sweep
quickly against the Eastern
Mass. opponent. Agawam is
now 7-3 on the season and
next plays on Friday, May 1 at
East Longmeadow at 6 p.m.

IAM

Left: Andrei Batranciuc goes for a spike.

Above: Elijah Ramos gets a set near the net.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Roster spots remain open in the Quabbin Valley Baseball League

SOUTH HADLEY - While
the new player draft has
come and gone in the Quab-
bin Valley Baseball League,
there are still several open
roster spots for players age
28-and-up.

The regular season is set
to get underway in a little
more than a week and the
six teams in the are still
looking to add more players.

Players can go to the
league website and fill out
the registration form so they
can get placed on a team im-
mediate in front of the sea-

son opener.

For the 2026 season, the
cost will be $215 and will
include a 16th game added
to the regular season sched-
ule. Those who sign up after
the season begins will be
charged a prorated fee

During the 2025 season,
the league experimented
with playing on Mother’s
Day Saturday as well as a
weeknight game to allow
players an opportunity to
play under the lights.

While the night games
were very successful, the

Mother's Day Saturday
games were rained out.

Those elements will re-
turn along with a 16th game
with an opponent to be
determine as the league’s
board explores possibilities
for interleague matchups
with another league in the
region.

The season began on
Sunday, Apr. 26, but there
are still spots open and 15
games to play.

The registration is live
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-

ter and then pay the league
dues via Venmo or contact
the league leadership if an
alternate form of payment is
needed.

Aside from the weeknight
and Mother’s Day games,
other games take place Sun-
days at 10 a.m. outside of
Mother’s Day, Memorial Day
and July 4 weekends. Play-
offs will be in August.

This is the 30th season
for the league and league
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a
couple of events.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram

Turley Publications
sports department has re-
cently joined Instagram.
You can find our account by
searching “turleysports” We

will regularly feature sam-
ples of photos that you will
see in our publications on a
weekly basis.

Please follow and share

with your friends and loved
ones.

We will be featuring pho-
tos from all 11 of our sports
sections, but as always, you

can see all the photos that
appear by subscribing to
your local paper or picking
up a copy in your commu-

nity.
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Sports

Agawam softball team falls to Tantasqua

AGAWAM - Last Wednes-
day on a chilly afternoon,
Agawam softball was de-
feated 13-3 by Tantasqua

Regional High School. The
Warriors handed Agawam
their fourth loss of the sea-
son, though the Brownies re-

bounded to pound Westfield
12-2 last Friday.

Agawam softball is now
6-4 for the season.

Agawam will host Long-
meadow on Thursday, Apr.
30 at 4 p.m.

Jordyn Rosario fouls off a pitch.

Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P066SEA
Estate of:
Frank Stephen Drewniak, Jr.

Also Known As:

Frank S. Drewniak and
Frank S. Drewniak, Jr.
Date of Death: April 24, 2023
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Darrell
Drewniak of Chicopee, MA.

Darrell Drewniak of Chi-
copee, MAhas been informally
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-

¥
.

Alexina Lentes runs in a ball after cutting it off.

A

/msg/ AN

s A

Avery Gordon fires home a pitch.

|

tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

04/30/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0781EA
Estate of:
John A Hanson
Date of Death: 03/06/2026
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Kurt J Hanson of
Fairfield, CT requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Kurt J Hanson of Fairfield, CT
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or

your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/15/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE

(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 16, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/30/2026

2

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD21P2105PM
In the matter of:
John Macedonia
of Agawam, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent
and all other interested per-
sons, you are hereby noti-
fied pursuant to Rule 72 of
the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court, that
the third account(s) of Susan
A McCoy of Springfield, MA
as Conservator of the property
of said Respondent has or have
been presented to the Court for
allowance.

You have the right to object
to the account(s). If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 05/18/2026. This day is
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to
object to the account(s). If you
fail to file the written appearance
and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this mat-

ter without further notice to you,
including the allowance of the
account(s).

Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3
of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to
the Conservator, by registered or
certified mail, a written request
to receive a copy of the Petition
and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 17, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
04/30/2026

Town of Agawam
Legal Notice

The Agawam  Planning
Board will hold a public hearing
on Thursday, May 7, 2026 at 6:00
p-m. and the Agawam City Coun-
cil will hold a public hearing on
Monday, May 18, 2026 at 7:00
p.m., both in the Veterans Hall at
the Agawam Senior Center, 954
Main Street, Agawam, MA. The
purpose of these hearings will be
to hear the petition of Charlie’s
Garden Park for a zone change
request for 1399 Suffield Street
and Parcel 2 Suffield Street
from Business A, Agricultural,
and Residence A-2 to just Busi-
ness A and Agricultural and to
include the parcels in the Mixed-
Use Business C Overlay District.
City Council’s public hearing
will be livestreamed on the Town
of Agawam’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us and will also be
televised on Cable Access Chan-
nel 15 or Channel 1074. Copies
of the proposed zone change can
be obtained from the Planning
Department between the hours of
7:30am and 3:30pm at the Aga-
wam DPW, 1000 Suffield Street,
Agawam, MA or by emailing
the Office of the City Clerk for
an electronic copy at vgioscia@

agawam.ma.us

By Order Of:
Violet Baldwin, Chair
Agawam Planning Board

Anthony Russo, President
Agawam City Council
04/23, 04/30/2026

413.283.8393 ¢ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MISCELLANEOUS

2022 LOADRITE BOAT TRAILER,
Model C650-1T. Capacity 650 Ibs. Used
two seasons with canoe. Adjustable for
conventional boat. Original owner, $1500,
413-244-4520.

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer
ing my prayers. P.F.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

TAG SALE

FRIDAY, MAY 8 AND
SATURDAY, MAY 9, 8am-3pm.
Rain/shine. 63 Walker Rd., Wales.
Antiques, furniture, plants, arts, rare finds.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2***xxx%p & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

Call us at 413.283.8393

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall
clean-ups, mulching, pruning.

Serving parts of Hampden
and Hampshire counties.
Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

“RANDY and RICKY
Spring Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services \

alker

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry »
Framing * Drywall «
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552)

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

AUTO
CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
LENGTH 33; 2 SLIDE-OUTS,
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD - (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-BUY/S
A Call We Haul
()
FAST REMOVAL G n
Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED \
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 | 22 | B | 24 s
%5 B nse | 26 Bt | 27 Ben| 28 P00
29 Bgings | 30 S| 31 S| 32 B0
33 Bginse | 34 Besiasa| 39 e B a0
3 Bgiass | 38 S| 39 Bt 40 B0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §
Credit Card: d MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

b

NEW BRANTREE
WEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD. | BROOKFELD

BRIFELD
STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

LABORERS AND HEAVY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Positions available with local work. Proper
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate

with experience. Transportation required.
Email:

bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com

with your resume and for more information.

The Town Oakham is seeking
an experienced
LABORER/TRUCK DRIVER
to join the Highway department.
Pay rate is $26.26 - $28.28/hr
depending on experience.

For a full job description
and job application please visit:
ma-oakham.civicplus.com/
216/Highway-Department
or email admin@oakham-ma.gov

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

WEST BROOKFIELD. Clean 2 bed-
room, 1 bath mobile home in over 55 park.
508-867-7972

| CERISEDY
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

v |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069




Page 12 1

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 1

April 30, 2026

HCC awarded $455K for clean energy careers training

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College has
been awarded a $455,000
grant from the Massachu-
setts Clean Energy Center to
continue and refine its clean
energy careers training pro-
grams.

In particular, the grant
will pay for two free training
programs for up to 30 indi-
viduals, Introductory Train-
ing in Construction, Electric-
ity and Clean Energy Systems
in fall 2026, and Solar Install-
er / Electrical Pre-Appren-
ticeship program in spring
2027.

HCC piloted both pro-
grams in 2025 after receiving
a $1.42 million grant from
the Mass. Executive Office of
Education for climate-relat-
ed workforce training initia-
tives. The new award is part
of a $7 million allocation in
clean energy and -climate-
tech grants announced last
month by the Healey-Driscoll
administration.

“The first grant was re-
ally to design, develop, and
essentially figure out what
would work in our market,

said Kermit Dunkelberg,
HCC assistant vice president
of adult basic education and
workforce development.
“Now we'll not just be con-
tinuing but refining these
programs to achieve even
stronger outcomes.”

The MassCEC grants will
support 17 organizations
through four programs: Equi-
ty Training Implementation;
Climate Critical Training,
Equipment and Infrastruc-
ture; Climate Critical Under-
represented Business Sup-
port; and Student and Young
Adult Career Awareness and
Training. They are designed
to help local organizations
expand inclusive training,
career awareness, and busi-
ness support for jobs such
as electricians, solar techni-
cians, HVAC-R technicians,
energy auditors, refrigeration
technicians, and EV charger
technicians.

HCC received its grant
through the Equity Training
Implementation  program
track.

HCC was the only commu-
nity college in Massachusetts

Jayshawn Brown, a student in HCC’s solar tech training program,
works on a solar panel installation project at Dean Technical High

School.

to receive a dedicated grant,
while the Massachusetts
Association of Community
Colleges, a consortium of all
15 community colleges in
the state, received $120,000

SUBMITTED PHOTO

to support HVAC programs
across the community col-
lege system.

“Massachusetts is lead-
ing the nation in clean en-
ergy and climatetech, and

that leadership depends on
a strong, skilled workforce,’
said Gov. Maura Healey.
“These investments will con-
nect with residents across
the state to good-paying ca-
reers while helping employ-
ers meet growing demand.
We are building a clean ener-
gy economy that creates op-
portunity in every region and
real jobs for Massachusetts
workers”

HCC’s key partners in the
grant are Holyoke’s Dean
Technical High  School,
where the clean energy train-
ing classes meet, and so-
lar industry companies PV
Squared and SolaBlock.

Other partners include
MassHire Hampden Coun-
ty Workforce Board, Coali-
tion for Equitable Economy,
Springfield Works, Browning
the Green Space, and the En-
trepreneurship & Business
Collaborative.

“Thanks to these grants,
we've been able to connect
students to career pathways
that can be very challenging
to get into,” said Mary Wa-
ger, HCC workforce and eco-

nomic development train-
ing manager. “Through our
programs and partnerships,
students are introduced
to building trades unions,
in particular, the electrical
workers union and carpentry
union, as well as solar install-
er and electrical apprentice-
ship opportunities.”

Since 2025, HCC has run
the introductory clean en-
ergy introductory program
three times, the solar tech
program once, a weatheriza-
tion program two times, and
recently introduced an Intro-
duction to Manufacturing
and Clean Energy Applica-
tions pilot program.

“These  programs are
creating opportunities for
underserved  populations,”
said Dunkelberg. “It’s not
just opening the pathways
but reaching deeply into the
community to create the ac-
cess that’s been missing”

Program enrollment will
begin during the summer,
but applicants can fill out a
general interest form now at
hcc.edu/cleanenergy.

Compost bins for sale

AGAWAM - The Town of
Agawam is pleased to once
again offer home compost
bins at a reduced rate to all
town residents.

Home composting is a
simple way to restore nutri-
ents in our soil. The addition
of compost enriches soil,
stimulates plant growth, and
reduces the need for chem-
ical fertilizers. In addition,
composting food scraps with
yard waste, has the add-
ed benefit of keeping those
wastes out of our trash carts.

It’s easy to make compost,
and the Town of Agawam
makes it even easier by of-
fering rodent-resistant home
composting bins for $35.00,
over 40% off the retail price.
According to Environmental
Project Coordinator Tracy
DeMaio, a portion of the cost
is funded by a grant awarded
by the Mass Department of
Environmental Protection.

“We are pleased Agawam

is able to offer compost bins
at an affordable rate to resi-
dents” stated Mayor John-
son. “Agawam is committed
to providing its residents
with quality services while
promoting a sustainable fu-
ture”

The New Age Composter
is made in Massachusetts,
constructed of thick, rug-
ged 100% recycled plastic.
The composter is adjustable
and has a capacity of 24 cu-
bic feet, the equivalent of
about 12 bags of leaves. It
has a cone shaped floor and
cover which provide air and
moisture to the composting
material, requiring a min-
imum maintenance while
producing compost in about
3 months.

The compost bin helps
hold in heat and moisture,
keep animals out, and look
more attractive than open
compost heaps.  Organic
material will start to turn to

this spring

compost in the bin in 3 to 6
months. Compost, known
as “black gold” to gardeners,
replenishes nutrients in the
soil, helps retain moisture,
makes the soil easy to work,
and helps plants resist dis-
ease. Compost makes plants
healthy so they can overcome
adverse conditions without
pesticides or chemical fertil-
izers.

Pre-paid orders will be ac-
cepted until Friday, Apr. 24.
Residents must pick up com-
post bins between 3 to 5 p.m.
on Thursday, May 7, or by
appointment, at the Depart-
ment of Public Works.

Order forms may be
picked up at the Department
of Public Works or down-
loaded on the town website
at www.agawam.ma.us Resi-
dents may also visit the DPW
section of the town website
for more information on how
to compost and how to set up
the New Age Composter.

Class of 1967 needs help organizing reunion

AGAWAM - Agawam
High School Class of 1967
will be holding its 60th re-
union sometime in calendar

year 2027. We are seeking
our classmates that have
not been contacted recently.
Please contact John DeVec-

chi with your name, address
and phone number(s) to aga-
wamé67@aol.com

Subscribe to the Agawam Advertiser News online at
agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

Science on display

At Agawam High School, physics students in Dr. Balli’s class conducted a variety of self directed
inquiry investigations these past weeks. In the picture, Samantha Izzo, Megan Fitzgerald and
Grant Gionfriddo (right to left) are investigating the effect of rotational inertia on motion.
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The store’s frontage is on Coo-
per Street, with the north side
of the business property along
the end of Rowley St.

The takings would help
widen the intersection at
Cooper St. to allow dedicated
turn lanes.

The plans involve install-
ing new crosswalks for all five
streets, newer traffic lights,
and a left-turn lane on Suff-
ield St.

The cost to renovate the
intersection is estimated at
$1.7 million, with about half
of the money coming from a
grant from the Massachusetts

Casino Community Mitiga-
tion Fund. Agawam is in close
proximity to one of the state’s
casinos, MGM in Springfield.

Pajer claimed at the meet-
ing that the town has not
been willing to spare his park-
ing spaces with any modifica-
tions to the plan.

All of the land takings
proposed, would be small-
er amounts, but significant
space to the businesses that
are at the tight five-way cor-
ner. There is a dentistry at one
corner, and a Mobil gas sta-
tion at another corner.

The corner can be danger-
ous because of the confusing
traffic pattern, but is only re-

ally particularly busy during
the 17 days of the Big E, when
traffic heading toward West
Springfield gets very congest-
ed and backs up to the inter-
section.

As of press time, the Aga-
wam City Council was plan-
ning to hold a public meet-
ing and workshop to allow
for more information to be
shared and for the public to
be able to further share their
concerns with the city council
earlier this week.

Rules at regular city coun-
cil meetings prohibit back
and forth conversation be-
tween city councilors and the
public.
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Above: Pajer’s Superette has been the center of a lot of complaints about the Rowley-Suffield-
Cooper St. intersection project. It led to public outcry at last Tuesday’s city council meeting.

Left: The intersection has five-ways and town officials were seeking to make improvements to it
utilizing casino mitigation grant funding.
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