
By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – There are 
multiple unions working 
with the Town of Agawam. 
The several unions, which 
include administrative, po-
lice, fire, teachers, and nurses 
among them, typically agree 

to three-year contracts.
Earlier this week, the city 

council was asked to fund 
the first year of the new con-
tract with the Department 
of Public Works Employees 
Association. The contract 
is backdated to July 1, 2025, 
which means the DPW work-
ers have been working off the 

terms of their last contract 
for nearly a year.

The DPW workers will get 
raises of 2.5% retroactive to 
July 1, 2025, another 2.5% on 
July 1 this year, and 3% on 
July 1, 2027.

The contract will expire 
on June 30, 2028, meaning 
the town will be heading 

back to the negotiating table 
sometime in the near future 
to start work on the next con-
tract.

The city council was asked 
to transfer funding of more 
than $69,000 to cover the 
raises for the first year of the 
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The Agawam Rotary Club has been helping to support the newly established FHCC Church Cupboard.	 SUBMITTED PHOTO

Rotary Club supporting FHCC Church Cupboard
AGAWAM – The Aga-

wam Rotary Club is proud 
to have supported The 
Church Cupboard, a new 
food pantry at Feeding Hills 
Congregational Church 
Hall in Agawam, MA. Open 
on the 1st and 3rd Sat-
urdays each month from 
9 a.m., it offers free, no-
questions-asked access to 
non-perishable groceries. 
Guests may visit once per 
month, with food amounts 
based on household size 
and donation availabili-
ty. To further its mission, 
the Agawam Rotary Club 
plans to partner with End 
Hunger New England, part 
of the Outreach Program, 
which has packaged over 
890 million meals for those 
in need. Their meals of-
fer six servings per pack, 
made from all-natural in-
gredients, with 6-12 grams 
of protein and 21 essen-
tial nutrients. Shelf-stable 
for 12-24 months, these 
meals are easy to prepare 
and highly nutritious.  The 

project was funded with 
the support of a $2500 
grant from the Rotary Dis-
trict 7890 Grant program.

The Agawam Rota-
ry Club purchased meals 
and joined forces with the 
East Longmeadow Rotary 
Club at a Meal Packaging 
Event, where volunteers 
will prepare these meals 
in a two-hour, assem-
bly-line format. In Septem-
ber, Agawam Rotary Club 
dedicated time to prepare 
meals alongside the East 
Longmeadow Rotary Club. 
Additionally, the Agawam 
Rotary Club will provide 
shelving units to help store 
the meals. Rotary support 
for the Church Cupboard 
continued throughout the 
year.  In February members 
of the Agawa Rotary Club 
attended an Open House 
at the Church Cupboard. In 
March the Agawam Rotary 
Club collected food dona-
tions at the Stop N Shop 
in Agawam to donate to 
the Church Cupboard and 

in April, Agawam Rotary 
Club members filled totes 
with food to donate to the 

food pantry.  The project is 
designed to help feed over 
20,000 people.

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Residents 
have had to continue their 
wait for more affordable, 
town-owned and operated 
high-speed internet service 
every since GoNetSpeed 
made a decision to suspend 
their efforts to install the in-
frastructure Agawam needs 
for a fiber-optic network to 
be made available through-
out the community.

Mayor Christopher John-
son had continued working 
with the firm after the effort 
was started by former Mayor 
William Sapelli.

Sapelli had initiated the 
process with GoNetSpeed 
and the Internet service 
provider firm was working 
through the process of try-
ing to be able to install fi-
ber optic cables throughout 
the community so the town 
would be able to offer a more 
affordable high-speed Inter-
net service. For high-speed 
Internet, Comcast, or Xfinity, 
is typically the only main op-
tion in Agawam.

Several communities, in-
cluding Chicopee and West-
field, have since installed 
their own fiber optic net-
works, and neighbor South-
wick was also exploring the 
possibility of joining West-
field’s infrastructure.

When Johnson received 
word that GoNetSpeed was 
suspending its effort due to 
difficulty negotiating with 
utility pole owners, the rea-
son given was due to “chal-
lenges related to Make Ready 
costs that [GoNetSpeed has] 

not been able to resolve with 
the pole owners.”

In response to that, City 
Councilor Thomas Hen-
drickson, along with Coun-
cilors Rosemary Sandlin 
and Edward Borgatti, are 
sponsoring a resolution that 
supports “One Touch Make 
Ready” legislation.

The trio of councilors is 
looking for the full support of 
the entire council when the 
resolution comes to the full 
council.

“The price of internet ac-
cess in Agawam is one of the 
most significant cost-of-liv-
ing issues facing our com-
munity,” said Councilor Hen-
drickson.  “For many years, 
Comcast’s stranglehold over 
Agawam’s internet market 
has allowed them to charge 
exorbitant prices and has 
had severe consequences for 
Agawam residents.  This leg-
islation would make it easier 
for us to entice a competitor 
to come to Agawam, which 
would create market compe-
tition and fairer prices.”

The councilors’ resolu-
tion is to support HB.5290 
and SB.2285, which would 
establish “One Touch Make 
Ready” applications in Mas-
sachusetts.  This legislation 
would require the owners of 
utility poles to allow a single 
construction crew to make 
changes to multiple utility 
wires.

Borgatti said the legisla-
tion would be helpful to the 
community in its efforts.

“Showing our represen-
tatives from our district that 

Trio of councilors 
seek remedy for 
utility pole 
change issues

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Veterans Council is 
having their annual Me-
morial Day Parade and 
Ceremony on Monday, 
May 25. Please join us at 
the new Veterans Memo-
rial in School Street Park. 
Parade starts at 10 a.m. at 
Bethany Assembly of God 

enters onto Main Street, 
turns down School Street 
and continue on to the new 
Veteran Memorial in School 
Street Park with the cere-
mony immediately follow-
ing. There will be a picnic 
for those who wish to join 
the Veterans Council after 
the ceremony.

Donations, including girl scout cookies have been made recently 
to the pantry.

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Members 
of the community, specifi-
cally those who turned out 
on April 21 to support Pajer 
Superette from losing a few 
parking spaces in front of the 
business, got another crack at 
expressing their opposition to 
an intersection project when 
the Agawam City Council 
held a workshop on April 27.

The workshop came after 

councilors made the decision 
to table to eminent domain 
takings for multiple proper-
ties at a five-way intersection 
that connects Rowley, Coo-
per, and Suffield streets. Suff-
ield St. is also State Rte. 75.

The town was approved for 
grant funding from the Mas-
sachusetts Gaming Commis-
sion’s Community Mitigation 
Fund to design a new inter-
section. More funding, nearly 
$900,000, was then approved 
for the construction for the 

project. Agawam was contrib-
uting about $800,000 toward 
the project.

Grant funding expires on 
June 30, meaning the town 
needs to approve a project 
before then or risk losing the 
funds.

At the public meeting, De-
partment of Public Work Su-
perintendent told residents 
consideration was made to 
have a roundabout or rotary 
at the location, but that was 
scrapped for lane expansion, 

turn lanes, and updated sig-
nals. While it was would have 
created multiple lanes with 
some dedicated turn lanes. 
The lanes would have been 
small and still involved land 
takings from multiple busi-
nesses.

Specifically, Pajer’s was 
projected to lose several feet 
in front of its storefront, re-
sulting in the loss of at least 
three parking spots, accord-
ing to the design presented. 
This drew out social media 
posts and then a huge turn-
out at the April 21 regular city 

council meeting where own-
er Alfred Pajer, supported by 
many residents, customers, 
and employees asking the city 
council not to approve the 
project as is.

He has pledged to work 
with the town on an alter-
nate design, but not one that 
would cause him to have to 
sacrifice what he calls needed 
parking spaces.

The design includes updat-
ed traffic lights, crosswalks, 
and improvements to the 
sidewalks near the intersec-
tion.

One of the complicating 
factors in the possibility of 
“leaving Pajer’s out of the 
project” is that the crosswalks 
would not all be Americans 
with Disabilities Act com-
pliant. City Councilors ques-
tioned if there could be ac-
commodations made on the 
project that would leave Pa-
jer’s alone, but Mayor Chris-
topher Johnson said that was 
not possible. Not having the 
intersection be ADA compli-

City Council holds workshop on intersection project
Supporters of Pajer Superette continued to express their concerns

Memorial Day Parade announced Town finally completes negotiations with DPW union
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN  CUT FREE ...........
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 5/7-5/13/26

$219

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COOKS
1/2 SPRIAL HAM ...............

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

OVEN STUFFERS
WHOLE CHICKENS ..................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

JUMBO APPLE PIE
LATTICE CRUST 5 LB ................
USDA INSP. 90 MEAT’S

BROOKIES
BROWNIES 6 PAK............................

99¢
ea

USDA INSP. BONELESS STOREMADE 
ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST .............

$369
lb

ea
$799

$166
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CODINO’S 
STUFFED SHELLS 
WITH RICOTTA  48 OZ  ................$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$1799
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BLUE SEA SHRIMP RING
FULLY COOKED
WITH SAUCE 2 LB ..........................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS
PORK RIB .............................

lb
$299

$699
lb

INFLATION

USDA INSP. 

KAYEM
NATIONAL CASING

HOT DOGS

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE TURKEYS ...................FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

STEAKS

USDA INSP. WHOLE BONELESS
KAYEM SMOKED
BUDABALL PIT HAM ............

$289
lb

$119

lb

ea

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$989
lb

$989
lb

2 1/2 LB 
BOX

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

  

CALABRESECALABRESE
FARMSFARMS

257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rt. 57)
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

OUR OWN ASPARAGUSRHUBARB!

Onion Sets, Asparagus Roots, Seed Potatoes
~ We Accept SNAP and HIP Benefits ~

Annuals, Vegetable Plants, 
 Pansies, Violas, Perennials, 
 Herbs, Strawberry Plants,

 Clematis Vines
Large Selection of 
Hanging Baskets!

Gift
Certificates 
Available

PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

AGAWAM – The public is 
invited to the historic Cap-
tain Charles Leonard House, 
663 Main Street, Agawam, 
for the annual meeting of 
the Agawam Historical As-
sociation at 6:30 pm, Thurs-
day, May 28. Following the 
election of officers & direc-
tors, announcement of the 
Agawam Historical Associa-
tion-Marilyn P. Curry Memo-
rial Scholarship re cipient, 
and a short business meet-
ing, will be the featured pre-
sentation “Meet John Adams 
– A Lively and Revolution ary 
Conversation with America’s 
Second President.” 

Acclaimed John Adams 
portrayist George Baker will 
transport audience mem-
bers to the Revolutionary 
era with his engaging and 
entertaining portrayal of 
America’s second president. 
Wearing historically accu-
rate clothing and per form-
ing songs from the period, 

Baker will capture the 
Massachusetts native’s sharp 
wit, principled leadership, 

and deep commitment to 
the American experiment. 
Baker’s portrayal is part of 
the association’s year-long 
celebration of the United 
States Semiquincentennial. 
Sheryl Faye’s one-woman 
show “Abigail Adams - Liber-
ty & Legacy” was presented 
to a capacity crowd at the 
group’s March meeting. An 
18th century encampment 
is among activities planned 
for a July Fourth event at the 
association’s historic Thom-
as Smith House in Feeding 
Hills. 

Baker has performed his 
one-man show throughout 
the country, at venues such 
as the New York Historical 
Society, the Harry S. Tru-
man, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
and George H. W. Bush Pres-
idential Libraries, and was 
featured on Na tional Public 
Radio’s weekend program, 
Studio 360. A lawyer by pro-
fession, Baker brings clarity 
and credibility to Adams’s 
ideas through a blend of his-
tory, music, and storytelling, 

making Adams feel immedi-
ate and human, rather than 
distant and monumental. 
The program concludes with 
time for thoughtful audience 
questions and conversation. 

This event is free and open 
to the public, but registration 
is suggested. Please send the 
names of those attending to 
1855@agawamhistory.org 
with “Annual Meeting” in the 
subject line. Due to limited 
seating, preference will be 
given to Agawam Historical 
Association members. Mem-
bership information can be 
found at agawamhistory.org. 
This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Aga-
wam Cultural council, a local 
agency which is supported 
by the mass cultural council, 
a state agency. 

The private, non-profit, 
all-volunteer Agawam His-
torical Association preserves 
and presents Agawam and 
Feeding Hills history at its 
two locations and provides 
educational opportunities at 
its quarterly meetings. The 

association ar chives and dis-
plays artifacts pertaining to 
the Town of Agawam and its 
Fire Department in the Mar-
ilyn P. Curry History Room 
and Chief Russell “Rusty” 
Jenks Apparatus Room of the 
Agawam Historical & Fire 
House Museum, located in 
the former Elm Street Fire 
Station at 35 Elm Street in 
Agawam Center. The associ-
ation has preserved the ca. 
1757 Thomas Smith House, 
at 251 North West Street in 
Feeding Hills, in largely orig-
inal, unrestored condition; 
the property was listed in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in 2005. The associ-
ation also offers an annual 
scholarship to an Agawam 
senior pursuing higher ed-
ucation in a history-related 
field. For more information, 
please visit agawamhis tory.
org or follow the Agawam 
Historical Association on In-
stagram and Facebook. Vol-
unteers and new members 
are always welcome!

AGAWAM – Agawam Pub-
lic Library has a great lineup 
of programs happening this 
month that you won’t want 
to miss! From author talks 
to arts and crafts, we have 
something for everybody.

Celebrate America’s 250th 
anniversary at The Eman-
cipation of Hannah Faythe 
Winslow: A Woman’s Journey 
in Colonial America with au-
thor Karen Warfield. Open-
ing with a dramatization of a 
young colonial woman, Kar-
en will introduce us to her 
historical fiction novel which 
begins in Agawam, MA and 
meanders through Hartford, 
CT and down to the area of 
Gales Ferry. The book tells 
the story of orphan Hannah 
Winslow and her survival in a 
time where the things she ex-
periences make her question 
her religious upbringing in a 
patriarchal society. Her de-
termination takes her away 
from her home and ultimate-
ly toward her promising fu-
ture. Come experience what 
Agawam was like at its in-
ception! The author will also 
offer a book sale and signing. 

This event will take place on 
Monday, May 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Judith Clini Communi-
ty Room and registration is 
required.

Unleash your creativity 
and help raise money for lo-
cal scholarships at our Com-
munity Art & Paint Session 
for the New England Mosaic 
Project! Join us in the Judith 
Clini Community Room on 
Saturday, May 9 at 10 a.m. to 
12 noon to paint or decorate 
a canvas that will be donated 
to the New England Mosaic 
Project. The canvases will 
be auctioned and proceeds 
will fund scholarships for lo-
cal art students. This year’s 
theme is “New England Trea-
sures.” A variety of art materi-
als will be available at the li-
brary for attendees to use, or 
feel free to bring some of your 
own materials to make your 
piece more unique. Please 
register to attend.

Are you looking to focus 
on your fitness this spring? 
The library is the place to 
be! Join us for weekly Chair 
Yoga at 9:05 a.m. on Wednes-
days in the Clini Community 

Room. Led by yoga instructor 
Heidi Taberman, these drop-
in classes are perfect for folks 
of all fitness levels. Qigong 
for Spring is a weekly class 
held throughout the season 
that will help you harness the 
expansive energy of spring to 
build strength and flexibility 
while balancing mind, body, 
and spirit for a fresh new year. 
With similarities to yoga and 
tai chi, Qigong is an ancient 
healing art that blends fit-
ness, breathwork, and med-
itation. Classes are drop-in 
and will meet on Tuesdays at 
11 a.m. in the Clini Commu-
nity Room through June 23. 
Have you been trying to find 
ways to increase your daily 
step count? Are you looking 
for other people who might 
want to get some fresh air 
and exercise? Join the Aga-
wam Public Library Walking 
Group! On Saturday, May 30 
at 9 a.m., librarian Kristen 
Frost will lead participants 
for a morning session of 
movement and motion at 
School Street Park in Aga-
wam. Registration is required 
so we know how many walk-

ers to expect. Please meet at 
the Corey Street entrance of 
School Street Park under the 
pavilion.

Our monthly programs 
are a great way for folks to 
pursue their interests or 
try out something new. Tea 
and Trivia returns on Tues-
day, May 19 at 6:30 p.m. and 
Wednesday, May 20 at 2:30 
p.m. in the Clini Communi-
ty Room. We’ll have a cou-
ple of rounds of both Jeop-
ardy and pub-style trivia, 
and prizes will be awarded 
to the winning teams. The 
questions are the same for 
both sessions, so register for 
the time you prefer and join 
us for some fun! Are you a 
writer looking to connect 
with other writers? Join our 
Writers Group hosted by au-
thor Katherine Anderson on 
Thursday, May 21 at 6 p.m. in 
the Peirce Conference Room. 
This in-person workshop is 
open to writers of all levels 
and genres. There will be op-
portunities for peer and host 
feedback, learning the basics 
of self-publishing, finding op-
portunities for submission 

to magazines, literary jour-
nals, and presses, assembling 
a portfolio, and the basics 
of a query package for sub-
missions and publications. 
Please register to attend!

Do you need help us-
ing digital library resourc-
es like Libby, Hoopla, or 
Kanopy? Our One-on-One 
Library Tech Help Appoint-
ments make it a breeze to 
get started! We’ll have three 
45-minute appointments on 
Wednesday, May 20 between 
5:30 and 8 p.m. as well as 
Tuesday, May 26 between 10 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. To book 
an appointment, please visit 
bit.ly/APLTech. Please note 
that these appointments are 
for help with library resourc-
es, not general tech help.

This month’s Virtual Au-
thor Talk Series kicks off on 
Thursday, May 7 at 7 p.m. 
with an exciting conversa-
tion with internationally 
acclaimed author Marjan 
Kamali as we delve into the 
timeless wonder of her New 
York Times bestselling novel, 
The Lion Women of Tehran. 
Join us for a timely conversa-

tion on AI, humanity, and the 
next steps towards building 
a better future with self-pro-
claimed “mad scientist” Dr. 
Vivienne Ming as we discuss 
her new book, Robot-Proof: 
When Machines Have All 
the Answers, Build Better 
People. This event will take 
place on Tuesday, May 12th 
at 2PM. What if the only 
thing standing between you 
and the seemingly impossi-
ble…was belief ? Bestselling 
author Nir Eyal will explore 
this question as he discusses 
his new book Beyond Belief: 
The Science-Backed Way to 
Stop Limiting Yourself and 
Achieve Extraordinary Re-
sults on Tuesday, May 19 at 2 
p.m. To register to attend any 
or all of these virtual talks, 
please call the library or visit 
libraryc.org/agawamlibrary.

Thank you to the Agawam 
Center Library Association 
and the Friends of the Aga-
wam Library for sponsor-
ing select library programs. 
Please note that the library 
will be closed on Monday, 
May 25 in observance of Me-
morial Day.

Agawam Public Library announces May activities for adults

Historical Association to hold annual meeting

AGAWAM – The New En-
gland Mosaic project, spon-
sored by Agawam Commu-
nity Artists and Artisans, is 
about to conclude the first 
part of the project where 
people throughout Western 
Massachusetts can create art 
on a 6x6” canvas.  Libraries in 
Agawam, West Springfield, 
Southwick, Westfield, East 
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
East Forest Park and Chicop-
ee and the West Springfield 
Senior Center have collective-
ly given out over 280 free can-
vases.  Canvases are due back 
by Friday, May 15.

Once the canvases are 

returned, they will be assem-
bled into a 24-foot Mosaic 
display showing what each 
artist loves about New En-
gland.  The canvases are then 
sold, with the net proceeds 
funding scholarships for high 
school and college students 
pursuing further education in 
visual arts. 

Be sure to fill out the Artist 
Statement and include your 
email so we can personally 
invite you to the New England 
Mosaic Unveiling on Wednes-
day, August 5 at the Agawam 
Municipal Golf Course, 128 
Southwick Street, Feeding 
Hills.

Canvases for Mosaic
due back May 15

AGAWAM – The Mass Save 
2025 Annual Impact Report is 
out, and it shows that Ever-
source electric and gas cus-
tomers in Agawam received 
more than $2.8M in energy 
efficiency incentives in a sin-
gle year. 

Delivered through Mass 
Save programs supported by 
Eversource, these incentives 
helped Agawam residents in-
vest in home energy upgrades 
that improve efficiency and 
manage electricity and nat-
ural gas use, while meaning-
fully reducing both household 
energy costs and emissions 
across the community.

Statewide in 2025, Mass 
Save programs delivered 

more than $3.6 billion in total 
benefits, including weatheriz-
ing 52,000 homes, installing 
heat pumps in nearly 32,000 
households, and investing 
$450 million to expand pro-
gram access and reduce par-
ticipation barriers. 

We’d be happy to connect 
you with a representative 
from Eversource, who can put 
the Agawam data in context 
and share how Eversource 
customers across the region 
are making use of these in-
centives. Would you have 20 
minutes to chat this week? 

To read the full Mass Save 
2025 Annual Impact Report, 
visit MassSave.com/2025An-
nualImpact.  

Local residents take advantage 
of MassSave incentives

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire
DEFENSE ATTORNEY

1380 Main Street, Suite 201
Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168
(Se Habla Español, preguntar por Marisol)

anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE

For License To Carry Permit
$140

Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz

muscione@hotmail.com

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

Make your
Mother’s Day
HANGING BASKETS | MIXED PLANTERS

ANNUALS | PERENNIALS | HERBS | VINES

VEGETABLE PLANTS | PROVEN WINNERS

HYBRID TEA ROSES | KNOCKOUT ROSES

our own asparagus

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

Make your
Mother’s Day
HANGING BASKETS | MIXED PLANTERS

ANNUALS | PERENNIALS | HERBS | VINES

VEGETABLE PLANTS | PROVEN WINNERS

HYBRID TEA ROSES | KNOCKOUT ROSES

our own asparagus
Celebrating 75 Years 1946-2021~ Gift Certificates Available ~

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Community Artists and Arti-
sans (ACAA) is inviting artists 
and artisans to participate in 
its Sixth Annual Pioneer Val-
ley Art Festival.

The Art Festival will be 
held on Friday, Aug. 21, and 
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Pol-
ish American Club in Feeding 
Hills. Show hours are from 2 
to 8 p.m. on Friday, and from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. 

The ACAA is encouraging 
artists, artisans, and writ-
ers to submit their work for 
review. Among the artistic 
mediums included are water-

color, acrylic, oil, mixed me-
dia, sculpture, photography, 
ceramic, stained glass, wood, 
fashion, textile, and jewelry.

All work must be original 
and handmade by the artist or 
artisan, of professional qual-
ity. Prints and giclees will be 
accepted. No kits, food, soap, 
candles, or AI-generated work 
will be accepted.

Tent space is available on 
the paved parking lot for $50.

Students from any area 
high school are accepted free 
of charge, and must have a 
tent set up.

The Pioneer Valley Art 

Festival is highly promoted 
through local TV stations; 
Agawam Media Channel 
15 and 1074HD; Agawam 
Cultural Council website; 
newspapers; town forums; 
Mailchimp; the ACAA web-
site, www.agawamarts.com; 
and the ACAA Facebook page, 
that has over 850 followers. 

The week before the festi-
val, there will be over 20 street 
signs placed around Agawam. 

Further information, in-
cluding registration forms, 
can be obtained by contacting 
Ceil Rossi at email: tocare-
free2@hotmail.com.

Agawam Community Artists 
and Artisans ‘Call for Art’

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Quabbin Photo Group 
(QuabbinPhotoGroup.com) 
will host a presentation by 
Western Massachusetts 
landscape photographer 
Jamie Malcolm-Brown on 
Monday, May 18 at 7 p.m. at 
the Belchertown Recreation 
Department, 66 State Street, 
located behind the Belcher-
town Police Station.

His presentation, “Weath-
er, Light, and Luck: The Re-
ality Behind the Shot,” will 
offer an in-depth look at the 
decision-making process be-
hind his images. Attendees 
will gain insight into how 
he scouts locations, uses 
tools such as PhotoPills, 
tracks weather patterns, 
and adapts when conditions 
change unexpectedly.

Rather than focusing 
solely on technical settings, 
Malcolm-Brown will empha-
size the realities of fieldwork 
that include missed oppor-

tunities, shifting plans, and 
the importance of flexibility. 
The program will highlight 
how learning to pivot can 
lead to stronger, more com-
pelling photographs that 
convey a sense of place and 
story.

“We’re really looking for-
ward to learning how Jamie 
puts together his incredible 
images,” said QPG President 
Mark Lindhult. “He has an 
impressive ability to capture 
absolutely stellar images.” 
You can see his photographs 
at www.jamiemalcolm-
brown.com or on Instagram 
at @jamiemalcombrown.

Malcolm-Brown, a self-
taught photographer with 
more than two decades of 
experience, works primar-
ily throughout the Pioneer 
Valley, focusing on captur-
ing wild places shaped by 
fog, storms, night skies, and 
other fleeting natural condi-
tions. His professional work 

with Cultural Survival, an 
Indigenous rights organiza-
tion, informs his approach 
to land conservation and vi-
sual storytelling. 

The event is open to pho-
tographers of all skill levels, 
as well as anyone interested 
in landscape photography 
and the natural beauty of the 
Quabbin region.

The Quabbin Pho-
to Group (QuabbinPho-
toGroup.com) is a com-
munity of photographers 
based in Belchertown with 
a shared interest in nature, 
wildlife, and landscape pho-
tography, particularly within 
the Quabbin Reservoir re-
gion. The group hosts regu-
lar meetings, guest speakers, 
workshops, and field outings 
designed to help photogra-
phers of all experience levels 
improve their skills, share 
their work, and connect with 
others who appreciate the 
natural environment.

A frost covered tree stump sits in the foreground as the sun began to rise on a cold November 
morning. It is one of many photos to be featured when Jamie Malcolm-Brown presents to the 
Quabbin Photo Group May 18 SUBMITTED PHOTO

Photo Group to hosting 
Malcom-Brown on May 18

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College Trans-
fer Affairs Coordinator 
Mark Broadbent received 
a lifetime achievement 
award from the New En-
gland Transfer Association, 
a nonprofit association of 
transfer professionals from 
two- and four-year colleges 
and universities. 

Broadbent, a resident 
of Longmeadow, was pre-
sented with the Dr. Mary 
E. Dunn Lifetime Achieve-
ment in Transfer Award 
at the association’s 2026 
annual conference, which 
was held April 13-15 at 
the Hotel Northampton 
in Northampton, Mass. 
The award recognizes in-
dividuals who have made 
significant and sustained 
contributions to transfer 
in New England through 
their advocacy, leadership, 
and mentoring. 

Broadbent has worked 
at HCC since 1990 and 
served as coordinator of 
transfer affairs for 34 years. 

“This award is well de-
served,” said Renee Tastad, 
assistant vice president 
of student affairs and en-
rollment management. 
“Mark’s work has opened 
doors and created transfer 
paths for countless HCC 
students. He continues to 
elevate HCC as a college 
of academic excellence 
through our many transfer 
programs.”

Each year, HCC trans-
fers hundreds of graduat-
ing students to colleges 

and universities both near 
and far, with University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, 
Westfield State Universi-
ty, Elms College, Western 
New England, Smith Col-
lege, and Mount Holyoke 
College being among its 
top transfer partners. 

“It’s an honor, and it’s 
humbling,” said Broad-
bent. “It’s an outstanding 
award.”

Broadbent earned a 
bachelor’s degree in histo-
ry from Syracuse Univer-
sity and a master’s degree 
in psychological services 
from Springfield College. 
He started working at HCC 
as a Springfield College in-
tern and then moved into 
Admissions and the TRIO 
program before landing in 
his current position. 

HCC transfer coordinator receives 
lifetime achievement award

HCC Transfer Affairs Coordinator Mark Broadbent recently 
received a lifetime achievement award

AGAWAM – Members 
of the Agawam Communi-
ty Artists and Artisans will 
present their first “Share and 
Feedback Circle” on Wednes-
day, May 13.

The “Share and Feedback 
Circle” will be part of ACAA’s 
regular monthly meeting, to 
be held at the Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper St., Aga-
wam, starting at 6 p.m. The 
meeting is open to the public, 
free of charge. 

Everyone is welcome to 
join our fellow artists and ar-
tisans as we discuss ideas of 
how to improve your art and 
how to look at challenges you 
are encountering.  Feel free 

to join in on the dialogue that 
can lead to artistic growth 
and better techniques for 
your particular medium.

Everyone is encouraged 
to bring an example of their 
finished or in-progress art 
work. Others, without a sam-
ple, can join in on the discus-
sions.

There will be artists at var-
ious tables situated around 
the library’s Community 
Room, organized by me-
diums such as watercolor, 
acrylic, oil, mixed media, 
wood working, jewelry, etc.  

In small groups of 6-8 
members working in these 
related mediums, each artist 

will briefly introduce their 
work. Then, each artist will 
receive constructive feed-
back from peers.  Group 
members will ask questions 
such as what worked well, 
what challenges arose and 
what new approaches to the 
creative process may be pos-
sible.

This presentation should 
greatly benefit all artists and 
artisans, whether sharing a 
piece of art or contributing 
insights.

For further information 
please contact Ceil Rossi, 
President, ACAA at email: to-
carefree2@hotmail.com.

ACAA to hold unique art meeting

Subscribe to the Agawam Advertiser News online at 
agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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OpinionOpinion
Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on 
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local 
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the 
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered for 

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the 
Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author 
verification purposes. We 
do not publish anonymous 
letters.
 All letters are subject to ed-
iting for content and length. 
The deadline is Monday at 
noon. Please send letters to 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
care of Turley Publications 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, or e-mail aan@
turley.com.

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos
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Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

I want to do everything right 
when I claim Social Security

Debi, who gardens in 
Hardwick, reached 
out to the Gar-
den Lady with 
concerns over 
her daffodils.  

They didn’t 
bloom well 
this year, and 
she wonders if 
they need fertil-
izer.  

“Dear Garden 
Lady, sorry to bother you 
in this busy season but our 
daffodils aren’t doing well.  
I’m guessing they need food. 
What would you suggest?”

I am happy to answer your 
question! There are typically 
four reasons why daffodils 
don’t bloom.  

Probably the first mistake 
gardeners make is removing 
the foliage too soon after the 
flowers go by. Foliage needs 
about six-eight weeks of 
ripening before it can be re-
moved. 

While it is still green, it is 
photosynthesizing and mak-
ing energy for next year’s 
flowers. 

It can get unsightly as it 
starts to yellow and finally 
turn brown and dry up, but 
we must be patient.  

It is ready when it comes 
off with a gentle tug. Some 
gardeners get strategic 
with nearby plants so that 
the eye moves away from 
the foliage and to another 

plant taking the stage in full 
bloom.

Another reason why daffo-
dils may be stingy with their 
flowers is that the clumps are 
overgrown and need to be di-
vided. Wait until the foliage 
has turned brown, then dig 
up the bulbs, pry them apart 
and replant them twice their 
width from one another and 
about two to three times their 
height deep.  

I recommend using a 
pointed shovel, not a trowel. 
Sometimes they can be down 
deep and you want to make 
sure you get the bulb out in-
tact.  

Do this while the brown 
foliage is there so that you 
can find them. While it may 
feel “off ” to be replanting in 
early summer, it is a perfectly 
fine time to do it.  

Debi’s bulbs could also 
need fertilizer, like she 
suggested. A sprinkling of 
granular fertilizer with low 
nitrogen, but sufficient phos-

phorus and potassium for 
blooming and rooting, 

respectively, would be 
ideal.  

The two best 
times to feed 

are when the 
bulbs are up 
a few inches 

and now, just 
past bloom. Daffodils 
do require less fertil-

izer than tulips and hy-
acinths, and sometimes 

bloom for years without the 
addition of fertilizer.  

I am wondering if the 
trees or the ground cover 
adjacent to Debi’s daffodils 
were fertilized with a high ni-
trogen blend and it affected 
the bulbs? I have a few daf-
fodils near an apple tree that 
is close to my compost pile, 
where I mix chicken bedding 
with vegetable scraps, etc.  

I think the high nitrogen 
run-off from the pile affect-
ed my blooming, just as an 
example. Of five possible 
clumps I had a measly two 
flowers. Bone meal, high in 
phosphorus, is in order to re-
balance the soil.

Knowing Debi’s sun ex-
posure, I don’t think this is 
an issue, but it is worth the 
mention for other readers 
who may struggle with sparse 
blooms. Daffodils won’t 
bloom in deep shade. Dap-

The Garden Lady takes on 
spring bulb woes

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
I will be 62 in two years. 

I plan on signing up for SS 
at age 62, but I have heard 
there are details that are 
important when signing up. 
When it comes time, I want 
to make sure I do everything 
right. Can you help me un-
derstand? 

Signed: Claiming Soon
 

Dear Claiming Soon: 
Deciding when to claim 

your Social Security bene-
fit is a decision you should 
make only after careful con-
sideration of your personal 
circumstances. And details 
are, indeed, important. For 
example, if you claim at age 
62 (when you first become 
eligible), your monthly SS 
benefit will be only 70% of 
the amount you would get by 
waiting until age 67 to claim. 
And there are other consid-
erations as well, including:

If you are still working 
and claim at 62, you will be 
subject to Social Security’s 
Annual Earnings Test (AET) 
which limits how much you 
can earn from working while 
collecting early SS benefits. 
The earnings limit changes 
each year, and for 2026 it is 
$24,480. If the annual limit 
after you claim early is ex-
ceeded, SS will take back 
$1 in benefits for every $2 
you are over the limit. And, 
if your work earnings sub-
stantially exceed the annual 
limit, you may even be tem-
porarily ineligible for early 
SS benefits (until you either 
stop working full time or 
reach your SS full retirement 
age). FYI, the AET lasts until 
you reach your FRA (age 67).

The benefit reduction for 
claiming SS early is perma-
nent. After you claim, you 
will only get increases for 
Cost-of-Living Adjustments 
(COLA) which occur annual-
ly according to inflation. FYI, 
the average annual COLA 
adjustment is about 2.5%.

If you are married, the 
reduced benefit you get by 
claiming early will poten-
tially be the basis of your 
spouse’s survivor benefit 
if you pass first. Surviving 
spouse benefits are based on 
the amount you are receiving 
at your death, thus waiting 
longer for a higher person-
al benefit may also provide 
your spouse with a larger 
survivor benefit as your wid-
ow.

If you wait longer than age 
62, your monthly benefit will 
continue to increase (by ap-
proximately 6% per year) un-
til you reach your FRA, when 
you get 100% of the amount 
you are entitled to from a 
lifetime of working. FYI, you 
can even wait longer - up 
to age 70 - to claim an even 
higher monthly amount (8% 
more for each year of delay 
after FRA). At age 70, your SS 
benefit would be about 75% 
more than your age 62 bene-

fit amount. 
If you haven’t already 

done so, I suggest setting up 
your personal online “my 
Social Security” account at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount to 
see what your SS benefits 
are estimated to be at vari-
ous ages. Then, when you are 
closer to age 62, contact us 
again to talk about your spe-
cific personal circumstances 
at the time, and we can pro-
vide you with everything you 
need to know about applying 
for Social Security. 

In the end, when claiming 
your Social Security benefits, 
you should consider your 
financial need, your health 
and life expectancy, your 
plans for working, and your 
marital status. We commend 
you for exploring this well in 
advance of becoming eligible 
and we will be here to assist 
when it is time for you to ap-
ply.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Se-
curity Association  To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC.        

efit amount would be bet-
ter than a similar reduction 
to a lower benefit amount. 
In other words, your original 
plan is still a prudent one.  

Regarding your ques-
tion about your estimated 
benefits, I expect your most 
recent SS statement didn’t 
include future benefits be-
cause you are already collect-
ing SS survivor benefits. You 
can contact SSA at 1-800-
772-1213 to obtain the future 
SS retirement estimates you 
seek. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

These yellow-rumped 
warblers, also known as Myr-
tle warblers, flitted around 
the edges of Lake Wallace in 
Belchertown, on April 22.

A Belchertown resident 
sent an email reporting he 
saw two yellow-rumped. He 
attached the above photos. 
The second photo a rear view 
of the warbler clearly shows 
the yellow rump of this aptly 
named warbler. 

These warblers are about 
the size of black-capped 
chickadee and have a long bill 
and narrow tail

They are gray with yellow 
on their sides, a small patch 
on the head and of course, the 
large patch on the rump. They 
have white on wings, throat 
and underneath. They have 

black and white streaking on 
the breast Males have a large 
black patch around the eye. 
The female is duller.

In summer, yellow-rumped 
warblers inhabit open conifer-
ous forests and edges and not 
as often deciduous forests. 
They primarily feed on insects 
in the summer. On migration 
and winter they eat fruit and 
berries particularly bayberry 
and wax myrtle. Their song is 
a series of high-pitched notes 
often described as “chewy” or 
“chip-chip.”

When males court females, 
they fluff their feathers, raise 
their wings and the feathers 

of the crown and hop from 
perch to perch, chipping. 
They may also make display 
flights in which they glide 
back and forth or fly slowly 
with exaggerated wingbeats. 
The yellow-rumped Warbler’s 
flight is agile and swift and 
the birds often call as they 
change direction.

The female builds the nest 
and sometimes uses material 
the male brings to her. The 
nest is a cup of twigs, pine 
needles, grasses and root-
lets. The female also may use 
moose, horse and deer hair, 

Yellow
rumped
warblers
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moss and lichens. The nest 
takes about ten days to com-
plete. She lays a clutch of 
one to six eggs speckled with 
brown or reddish gray.

Bluebirds
A Rutland couple say two 

bluebirds in their yard on 
April 25. They hope they will 
nest in the yard.

Great blue heron
I finally saw a great blue 

heron perched in a tree at the 
beaver pond, which abuts my 
hayfield. Every year, one or 
two are frequent visitors and 
even nested there.

Purple martins
A purple martin watch-

er spotted the first purple 
martins in Massachusetts for 
2026 in Rehoboth on April 4. 

The largest species of swallow 
in North America, they win-
tered in Brazil and flew 7,000 
miles to the United States and 
Canada.

Hummingbirds
Soon the ruby-throated 

hummingbirds will be back. 
It is time to get out the nectar 
feeders. Instead of purchasing 
prepared nectar in powder or 
liquid form, avoid the harm-

ful dyes and boil a one to four 
ration of sugar to water. I pre-
ferred to mix small batches, 
¼ cup white sugar to 1 cup 
water on a more frequent ba-
sis to avoid spoilage. It can 
be stored in the refrigerator 
for about one week if making 
larger amounts.

Tom turkeys
In my travelers, I spotted in 

three different locations Tom 

turkeys displaying their tail 
feathers for one or more hen 
turkeys. I noticed one Tom 
with two hens strutting about 
as the females kept on eating 
near him.

Bird fact
Annually, over 50 million 

Americans purchased more 
than one billion pounds of 
bird seed and suet.

People may report a bird 

sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. The Palmer 
office has a new phone sys-
tem and I will be getting an 
extension where messages 
may be left. I will publish the 
number as soon as it is set up.

This photo shows a side view of a yellow-rumped warbler.This is a back view of a yellow-rumped warbler recently seen in Belchertown.

AGAWAM – The Town of 
Agawam is pleased to once 
again offer home compost 
bins at a reduced rate to all 
town residents.  

Home composting is a 
simple way to restore nutri-
ents in our soil.  The addition 
of compost enriches soil, 
stimulates plant growth, 
and reduces the need for 
chemical fertilizers.  In ad-
dition, composting food 
scraps with yard waste, has 
the added benefit of keeping 
those wastes out of our trash 
carts.  

It’s easy to make com-
post, and the Town of Aga-
wam makes it even easier 
by offering rodent-resistant 
home composting bins for 
$35.00, over 40% off the 
retail price.  According to 
Environmental Project Co-
ordinator Tracy DeMaio, a 
portion of the cost is funded 
by a grant awarded by the 
Mass Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection.  

“We are pleased Agawam 
is able to offer compost bins 
at an affordable rate to res-
idents.”  stated Mayor John-
son. “Agawam is committed 
to providing its residents 
with quality services while 
promoting a sustainable fu-
ture.”    

The New Age Composter 
is made in Massachusetts, 
constructed of thick, rug-
ged 100% recycled plastic.  
The composter is adjustable 
and has a capacity of 24 cu-
bic feet, the equivalent of 
about 12 bags of leaves.  It 
has a cone shaped floor and 
cover which provide air and 
moisture to the composting 
material, requiring a min-
imum maintenance while 
producing compost in about 
3 months.  

The compost bin helps 
hold in heat and moisture, 
keep animals out, and look 
more attractive than open 
compost heaps.  Organic 
material will start to turn to 

compost in the bin in 3 to 6 
months.  Compost, known 
as “black gold” to garden-
ers, replenishes nutrients in 
the soil, helps retain mois-
ture, makes the soil easy to 
work, and helps plants resist 
disease.  Compost makes 
plants healthy so they can 
overcome adverse condi-
tions without pesticides or 
chemical fertilizers.  

Pre-paid orders will be 
accepted until Friday, Apr. 
24.  Residents must pick up 
compost bins between 3 to 5 
p.m. on Thursday, May 7, or 
by appointment, at the De-
partment of Public Works.  

Order forms may be 
picked up at the Depart-
ment of Public Works or 
downloaded on the town 
website at www.agawam.
ma.us  Residents may also 
visit the DPW section of the 
town website for more infor-
mation on how to compost 
and how to set up the New 
Age Composter. 

pled sunlight is fine.  
Planting under deciduous 

trees is also fine. If you think 
shade is the culprit, wait until 
the foliage ripens and move 
them using the guidelines I 
provided for bulbs that are 
overcrowded.  

I sure hope one of these 
suggestions will help your 
daffodils regain their former 
glory!

Rose, who reads the col-
umn in the Ware River News, 
was concerned that a num-
ber of her hyacinths were bro-
ken off at ground level when 
just buds, and she wondered 
what or who could the culprit 
be. 

“This is so disheartening, I 
don’t want to even grow them 

any more.”
I was astounded to hear 

this, because the same thing 
happened to me in one of my 
gardens at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage where I have a multi red, 
white and blue planting of hy-
acinths and tulips.  Grooming 
last week yielded at least 10 
hyacinth buds that looked as 
if they were but off at ground 
level.  

Although the experts say 
rodents could be the cause, 
the cut was almost perfect, 
not gnawed in any way, plus 
hyacinths contain natural 
deterrents making them ro-
dent proof, typically. I did 
cultivate the bed awhile back, 
my thought being that I may 
have cut a few of them off un-
der ground.  

As the stems elongat-

ed, they could have forced 
the bud above ground even 
though it was already dis-
lodged, but the mystery re-
mains. I’m sorry this hap-
pened, Rose, and I wish I had 
a definite answer for you, but 
at least know you are in good 
company with your hyacinth 
woes.  

If anyone has any answers 
I would love to hear them!

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 

Compost bins for sale this spring

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Large dung 

beetle
  7. Gambling game 

__-lo
 10. Further along
 12. Type of tobacco
 13. Looked for
 14. Silk fabric
 15. Computer 

method to solve 
equations

 16. As fast as can be 
done (abbr.)

 17. Tear
 18. Brews
 19. “Famous” cookie 

baker
 21. Women’s Army 

Corps
 22. Front parts of an 

animal
 27. It’s causing quite 

a stir
 28. Beloved March 

holiday

 33. 12th letter of the 
Greek alphabet

 34. More impudent
 36. Indicates center
 37. Young woman 

(French)
 38. A cause of 

distress
 39. Santa’s helper
 40. Hillside
 41. Many wombs
 44. Is afraid of
 45. Popular baked 

goods ingredient
 48. Popular 

computers
 49. Conceiving of
 50. Google 

certification 
(abbr.)

 51. Sturdy

CLUES DOWN
  1. Peruse quickly
  2. Automobiles
  3. Razorbill genus

  4. Bravo! Bravo! 
Bravo!

  5. Consumed
  6. A place to sleep
  7. Small seeds
  8. Legendary law 

man Wyatt
  9. Female sheep
 10. Indigenous 

peoples of eastern 
Siberia

 11. A place ships 
dock

 12. Reciprocal of 
sine

 14. Discomfort
 17. British Air Aces
 18. Exit sleep
 20. Solar energetic 

particle
 23. Plagues 

characterized by 
starvation

 24. Short musical 
composition

 25. Trauma center

 26. Habitual 
twitching 

 29. A place where 
checks are 
exchanged (abbr.)

 30. Decameter
 31. Hinged surface 

in a wing
 32. Shouting
 35. Sports official
 36. Volcanic craters
 38. Supportive 

device
 40. It’s part of a 

rosary
 41. Two-toed sloth
 42. Body art
 43. Let out
 44. Foreign medical 

graduate
 45. Nonprofit 

journalism 
organization 
(abbr.)

 46. Couples say it
 47. Bird’s beak

GET
HIRED

Competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Locally Owned, Family Business

Full-Time
Advertising Sales 
➤ Do you want to work in your community 

helping local businesses connect with their 
customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local 
journalism, which tells the unique stories of 
our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers. The right candidate 
will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

➤ You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 
Basic computer skills are required. Previous 
print sales experience is preferred but we 
will train the right candidate.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications
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197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to  
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE 

in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message.

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION MAY 29th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
wdelcamp@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, 

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3  Black & White Grad Ad

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love, Mom & Dad

SAMPLE
SAMPLECongratulate            GraduateCongratulate            Graduate

SPECIAL! 
$55.00

Your

AGAWAM – Here are 
some upcoming activities 
happening at the Agawam 
Senior Center. Some require 
registration or confirmation. 
Information in the details 
below:

Manicures with Jane
Monday, May 11 in Seminar 

Hall
Jane is a licensed nail spe-

cialist, who will give your 
fingernails that extra special 
attention and love they de-
serve. She is offering simple 
manicures that include clip-
ping, filing, soak, massage of 
the hands and your choice of 
color. These appointments 
are 15 minutes each. The cost 
is $15 per person. Call Kristi-
na at 413.726.2836 to book.

Register of Deeds invites 
homeowners to an

Informational Seminar
Wednesday, May 13 at 1 p.m. 

in the Dining Room
Who we are and what we 

do:
*Homestead Act
*Consumer Notification 

System
*Title Fraud
All attendees are eligi-

ble to receive a free certified 
copy of their deed!

Carfit helps improve 
comfort and safety “Fit” 

for Senior Drivers
Friday, May 15 from 10 a.m. 

to 12 noon
To help the 10,000 Ameri-

cans turning 65 every day and 
all senior drivers find a better 
“fit” with their cars for com-
fort and safety, mobility ex-
perts are hosting a safety pro-
gram designed to help older 
drivers and their families. 
CarFit is national program 
developed by AAA, AARP and 
the American Occupation-
al Therapy Association and 
is designed to give a quick, 
yet comprehensive check on 
how well an older driver and 
their vehicle work together.  
Agawam Senior Center will 
host CarFit check-ups at the 
former senior center parking 
lot behind Agawam Housing 
Authority. At a CarFit event, 
trained volunteers complete 
a 12-point checklist with 
each driver. Among the items 
checked are: correct position 
of driver’s seat, driver’s abili-
ty to easily reach pedals, and 
proper adjustment of mir-
rors.

Occupational therapists 
are on hand also to provide 
a consultation, if needed, 
that will teach drivers how 
to maintain and improve 
aspects related to their driv-

ing health. The therapist can 
also provide information to 
participants addressing indi-
vidual needs, including infor-
mation about local commu-
nity resources on exercise, 
nutrition and other pro-
grams to help keep them safe 
on the road. It is critically im-
portant that mature drivers 
make safety a personal pri-
ority. Driving today is more 
difficult than ever because of 
increased traffic congestion, 
longer commute distances, 
new technology and faster 
speeds. Older drivers can 
take important measures to 
mitigate the stress associat-
ed with driving. CarFit is an 
opportunity for older drivers 
to make sure their personal 
vehicles are adjusted to their 
needs. Call Kristina to regis-
ter for this great opportunity 
413.726.2836.

Powerback Rehab 
Seminar

Tuesday, May 19 at 1 p.m. in 
the Garden Room

“Why travel for outpatient 
therapy? Powerback Rehab 
to You provides rehabilita-
tion services in your home 
or meeting you out in the 
community. Come join Emi-
ly from Powerback and learn 
about the different ways PT 

and OT can not only help you 
remain safe in your home but 
continue doing the things 
you love without having to 
drive to a clinic.”

Sheryl Faye as: 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg – 

“I Dissent”
Tuesday, May 19 at 5:30 p.m. 

Dining Room
Ruth Bader Ginsburg was 

an American lawyer and ju-
rist who served as an asso-
ciate justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States 
from 1993 until her death in 
September 2020. She was the 
second woman and the first 
Jewish woman ever appoint-
ed to the Court and became 
the longest serving Jewish 
Justice. She championed 
fairness and equality and 
objected to different expec-
tations for men and women, 
prejudice against minority 
groups in places like hotels 
and restaurants, and women 
having fewer job opportuni-
ties than men. Ruth served 
on the national board of the 
ACLU (American Civil Lib-
erties Union) and launched 
The Women’s Rights Project. 
She continued to be a lead-
ing voice for gender equality, 
women’s interests, and civ-
il rights and liberties. Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg’s life contin-
ues to be one of achievement: 
as a lawyer, professor of  law, 
a judge, and then a Supreme 
Court justice, she stands out 
because she was not afraid 
to dissent, disapprove, and 
disagree with conditions of 
unfairness and inequality. 
This show is the inspiring 
story of how she changed her 
life—and ours. Call 821-0605 
to sign up

CPR and AED Training
Wednesday, May 20 from 1 

to 3 p.m. in Veterans Hall
The Agawam Senior Cen-

ter is extremely excited to of-
fer this potentially ‘life saving 
class” to our staff and any se-
nior interested in joining us. 
On Wednesday, May 20 from 
1 to 3 p.m. in the Veterans 
Hall we will be offering CPR 
and AED training with Mar-
sha Chappel from Baystate 
Hospital. Marsha is the cer-
tified AED and CPR trainer 
at Baystate Hospital and has 
kindly offered her training to 
the Agawam Senior Center. 
The cost is a $20 donation 
due on the day of the class, all 
monies collected on that day 
will be donated to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. If you 
are interested in joining this 
class, PLEASE call Kristina at 

413.726.2836 to reserve your 
spot. Spaces will be limited 
to 25.

Comedy Show 
Wednesday, May 20 at 1 p.m. 

in the Auditorium
Comedians “On The Hill” 

are better than Under the 
Hill. Hosted by Angela Grout, 
better known in the comic 
world as-Tangela G. Join Tan-
gela G & friends for an hour 
of laughter with 5 comics 
from WMASS. This comedy 
showcase is filled with hu-
morous stories, and laughs 
for those over the limit in age 
or miles.
Hearing Checks with Gary

Thursday, May 21 
by appointment

The next New Ears hear-
ing care clinic will take place 
on Thursday, May 21. Gary 
Winn a licensed Hearing 
Instrument Specialist, and 
owner of New Ears Hear-
ing Care, will conduct a free 
hearing clinic. He will check 
ears for wax build-up, per-
form hearing screenings, and 
counsel people about hear-
ing loss. Hearing aids will be 
cleaned and adjusted if pos-
sible. Call 821-0604 to make 
an appointment. Hearing 
checks will take place in the 
seminar hall.

Senior Center announces new upcoming activities

SPRINGFIELD – On Mon-
day, May 4, at 7 p.m. the Allen 
Bird Club of Springfield, MA 
invites the public to attend, 
From Wood Thrush to Gos-
hawks: Using Traditional and 
Contemporary Approaches to 
Promote Bird Conservation. 
This program will be present-
ed by State Ornithologist An-
drew Vitz, who will explain 

how a combination of tradi-
tional and advanced technol-
ogies are used in studying bird 
biology for improved conser-
vation.  Dr. Vitz will highlight 
species such as the American 
Goshawk, Eastern Whip-
poor-will, American Bald Ea-
gle, Wood Thrush, and Ameri-
can Kestrel. This presentation 
will be held, free of charge, in 

the Tolman Auditorium of the 
Springfield Science Museum, 
21 Edwards Street, Spring-
field, MA. 

The Allen Bird Club is a 
nonprofit organization ded-
icated to bringing Greater 
Springfield area birders to-
gether since 1912. For more 
information, please visit www.
AllenBirdClub.org.

State Ornithologist to Discuss 
Latest in Bird Conservation

AGAWAM – The Friends 
of the Massachusetts Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery 
at Agawam and the Friends 
of the Agawam Veterans 
Council proudly announce 
their Second Annual Golf 
Tournament in support of 
Wreaths Across America, 
a national effort to honor 
and remember our fallen 
veterans during the holiday 
season.

This exciting event prom-
ises a day of camaraderie, 

remembrance, and com-
munity support. Golfers, 
sponsors, and communi-
ty members are invited to 
participate and help lay 
wreaths at the graves of vet-
erans resting at the Agawam 
Veterans Memorial Ceme-
tery this December.

The Tournament will be 
held on June 28. Registra-
tion begins at 10:30 a.m. and 
golfing starts at 12 noon at 
Agawam Municipal Golf 
Course. The costs are $135 

for an individual golfer, 
$540 for a team of four, $30 
for dinner only, and $100 to 
sponsor a tee. Other spon-
sorships are also available.

To Register or Sponsor, 
contact Marline Claremont 
at 413-221-9548 or email 
wreathfriends@gmail.com. 
Registration forms are avail-
able upon request. Join us in 
honoring those who served 
with a round of golf, good 
food, and great company—
all for a noble cause.

Golf Tournament to support 
Wreaths Across America

SUFFIELD, CT – When 
you see the merry, yellow and 
white striped tents next to 
the Phelps-Hatheway House 
barn in Suffield, CT, you 
know it’s time for May Mar-
ket

Now in its 48th year, the 
Suffield Garden Club’s May 
Market always delights. Thir-
ty-five vendors will be offer-
ing everything from plants, 
garden art, pottery, house 
signs, metal work, wooden 
ware, unique wreaths, and 
second-hand treasures to 
power equipment, jewelry 
and food. Shoppers can pa-
tronize returning favorites 
as well as new additions like 

the Dirty Sip, an on-trend 
drink that mixes soda with 
flavored syrup and creamer. 
Also new this year is live en-
tertainment for children and 
adults in the Summer House 
just south of the main house.

Gardeners can enjoy extra 
benefits such as the availabil-
ity of Spear Head Spades, ros-
es and shrubs, and Suffield 
High School’s Agriscience 
students with a selection of 
student-grown plants and 
herbs. The Garden Club also 
offers “Member Plants” – lo-
cally grown perennials and 
annuals at amazingly low 
prices – and free gardening 
advice at the Club’s booth. 

Admission is free, but 
don’t forget to bring cash or 
your checkbook since not all 
vendors take credit cards. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
bring their own reusable 
shopping bags, as well as a 
wagon or cart for transport-
ing their treasures back to 
their cars.

The Suffield Garden 
Club, organized in 1934, is a 
non-profit organization dedi-
cated to the beautification of 
Suffield. Proceeds from this 
event support civic beauti-
fication, high school schol-
arships, town conservation, 
horticulture education, and 
garden therapy programs.

Suffield Garden Club hosts May Market

AGAWAM – A group of 
local eldercare agencies 
and facilities is sponsoring 
“Nacho Average Wellness,” 
Thursday, May 7 from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m.at Heritage Woods, 
464 Main St., Agawam.

The event is designed to 
offer caregivers and profes-
sionals time to step away 
from their busy lives, recon-
nect with themselves, and 
connect with others, ac-

cording to Chantal Bernard, 
founder of Chanda Care, 
one of the sponsors.

The featured topic of the 
evening is “Don’t be a Burnt 
Taco: How to Come Back 
to Yourself,” with a focus on 
conversation around sim-
ple, practical ways for care-
givers to reduce stress and 
prevent burnout.

Margaritas, including a 
non-alcoholic option, will 

be available along with a 
taco bar and other light 
bites. In addition, guests 
will be able to enter a raffle 
for a wellness basket valued 
at $100.

The event is sponsored 
by Chanda Care, Chanda’s 
House, Brookhaven Hos-
pice, and Heritage Woods. 
There is no charge to attend. 
R.S.V.P. to tiffany.lagacy.gen-
esishcc.com.

‘Nacho Average Wellness’ Event
at Heritage Woods May 7th

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Garden Club is planning its 
annual plant sale for Satur-
day, May 30. This year’s event 
will be held at the Historical 
Thomas Smith House, 251 
North West Street, Feeding 
Hills and will run from 9 a.m. 

to 12 noon. The sale will in-
clude many perennials and 
shrubs all from members 
gardens and all a bargain. 
Because the plants are all 
grown locally in members 
gardens they are well accli-
mated to the area. Proceeds 

from the sale go towards 
funding the club’s scholar-
ship and providing educa-
tional programs for the year.  
Please check the club’s web-
site for further information. 
agawamgardenclub.com

Garden Club plans annual plant sale

AGAWAM – Community 
Grange #382 located at 47 
North West Street in Feed-

ing Hills is holding a Craft 
Supply Sale on Saturday, 
Apr. 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m.  Bring a bag or two and 
shop all the vendors.

Community Grange to sell craft supplies

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser



May 7, 2026    ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 7

AGAWAM – April show-
ers bring May flowers, 
which works beautiful-
ly for us at the Agawam 
Library, as we have just 
rolled out our brand new 
plant inspired logo! We are 
also rolling out a slight-
ly smaller program roster 
this month as we begin our 
Summer Reading Challenge 
preparations. Our Summer 
Reading Challenge will be-
gin Monday, June 29th and 
go through August 8th. 
During the Summer Read-
ing Challenge there will be 
lots of activities, games, 
and prizes to keep kids of 
all ages reading throughout 
the summer. But we still 
have some fun activities 
planned before that. Below 
is a listing of everything 
that’s going on for kids & 
teens this month. Some 
events require registration. 
To register, call 413-789-
1550 ext 3 or go to our web-
site agawamlibrary.org.

Art and Stories - 
For ages 3 – 5

Tues. May 12 and 26 at 9:30 
a.m. - Drop-in

Join us for a short story 
time followed by an art proj-
ect. We will explore simple 
art concepts and experi-
ment with materials. Please 
wear clothing that can get 
messy! 

Baby Story Time - For 
birth – 18 mo. 

Thursday, May 14 and 28 at 
9:30 a.m. - Drop-in 

Join us as we learn a little 
American Sign Language, 
read stories, sing, & play to-
gether. 

Family Movie: Lilo & 
Stitch (2002) – For all ages

Thursday, May 21 at 6 
p.m. – Drop-in

Join us for a showing of 
the original Lilo & Stitch 
film. Bring a small (not 
messy) picnic to eat during 
the movie. We’ll have some 
snacks and coloring sheets 
available during the movie. 

Family Take and Make 
Crafts – For all ages 

First Day of the Week & Thurs-
days - While supplies last - 

Drop-in & pick up. 
A new Take & Make craft 

will be available the first day 
of each week and again on 
Thursdays. May 7: Foam Owl 
Ornament May 11 and 14: 
Butterfly Hand Puppet May 
18 and 21: Construction Site 
Scene May 26 and 28: Robot 
Mask 

Grow, play and Learn - 
This program is provided 
by Pathways for Parents. 

Wednesdays and Fridays 
Ages 0-2 at 9:30 am Ages 3-5 

at 10:30 a.m. - Drop-in. 
Stories, songs and skill 

building, led by an Early 
Childhood Developmental 
trained staff member, guid-
ing caregivers in strengthen-
ing interactions with their 
child. 
Polymer Clay Crafting - For 

students in grades 5-6 
Wednesday, May 27 at 6 p.m. - 

Registration is required
Come craft small trinkets 

out of polymer clay! We’ll be 
able to bake it in our mini 
oven to set it for you.

Pre-K Pals - For ages 3 - 
5 This program is provided 

by Pathways for Parents. 
Mondays in May at 11 a.m. - 

Registration is required 
No class Mon. May 25 

Each week, we will focus 
on an area of development 
and provide fun activities to 
support your child to learn 
through play. 
Special Saturday Drop-in 
Craft: Dogs in Rain Gear 

Craft - For All Ages 
Saturday, May 30

 All Day - While supplies last - 
Drop-in and pick up.

These pups are playing in 
the rain. This craft kit fea-
tures two different designs 
that show images of dogs 
in colorful rain gear hold-
ing umbrellas and grinning 
while standing in the falling 
rain. 

Spring Carnival - 
For all ages.

Wednesday, May 20 at 6 p.m. 
- Registration is required 
Celebrate Spring with fun 

activities, crafts, and games! 
This program is hosted by 
the Agawam Public Library 
Teen Advisory Board.

Teen Advisory Board –
 For grades 7-12

Wednesday, May 13 
at 6 p.m.

Make plans for teen li-
brary programs and the 
Teen Space, and eat pizza! 
Members of the Teen Advi-
sory Board can earn com-
munity service hours for 
their participation. If you‘d 
like to join, contact Evan 
at edelano@agawamlibrary.
org or 413-789-1550 exten-
sion 3. 
Teen After School Drop-in 

- For grades 9-12
Every Monday the 

Agawam Public Schools are 
in session at 2 p.m.

Stop by the library after 

school and visit the Activi-
ty Room. Play our Nintendo 
Switch, try out the air hock-
ey table, eat snacks, or just 
hang out. No registration 
necessary. Note: there is no 
drop-in on Monday, 5/25. 
Teen Take and Make Craft 

– For grades 7-12
Available starting Friday, 

May 1 
Stop by the Teen Space to 

pick up a Take & Make Craft 
kit! They’ll be available until 
we run out of supplies. No 
registration necessary. 

Teen Trivia Thursday – 
For grades 7-12

Every Thursday the Agawam 
Public Schools are in session 

2 to 3:30 p.m.
Visit the Teen Space and 

answer a trivia question to 
get a small prize.

Toddler Time - 
For 19 mo. - 36 mo. 

Mon. May 11 at 9:30 a.m. - 
Drop-in. 

Join us as we read stories, 
sing, and play together. 

New kids, teen activities at Agawam Library

From Custom Design 
Landscaping And Hardscapes 

To Dumpster Rentals and More – 
WE DO IT ALL!

Full Landscape Service Specializing In: 
Hardscapes Brick Paver 

and Patio & Retaining Walls
 Lawn Maintenance 
 Roll-Off Dumpsters: 

10 Yard, 15 Yard and 20 Yard
 Mulch & Stone

Spring and Fall Cleanups

Agawam, MA
(413) 786-4392 • zymrozinc.com

Landscape Experts Serving Western MA and Northern CT

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21
– Thank you!

contract. DPW workers will 
receive back pay for their 
raises, retroactive to the start 
date of the contract.

Because members of the 
DPW work across multiple 
departments that include 
some of the enterprise funds 
such as water, and wastewa-
ter, some of the funding to 
pay for the contract came 
from user fees.

Funds needed for snow/
ice removal

Mayor Christopher John-
son also requested funding 
from reserves to cover the 
excess funds needed to cov-
er the snow/ice removal 
budget. For the first time in 
several years, the town saw 
a large amount of snow over 
the course of the winter, in-
volving multiple large-scale 
spending. The latest amount 
requested was more than 
$95,000 to bridge the defi-
cit, plus another $40,000 for 
equipment.

“The longstanding prac-
tice in Agawam is that any 
deficit in snow and ice remov-
al accounts filled via transfers 
from the Reserve Fund prior 
to the end of the fiscal year,” 
Johnson stated in a memo.

Massachusetts General 
Law allows for deficit spend-
ing ot take place in snow and 
ice budgets due to the unpre-
dictable nature of snow and 
ice events over the course of 
the winter.

While Agawam received a 
larger amount of snow com-
pared to recent years, it was 

not nearly as severe as some 
of the hits that took place 
in Eastern Massachusetts, 
including one storm that 
dumped more than 30 inches 
of snow in one storm.

Agawam got nearly two 
feet of snow in late January, 
followed by an addition 8 to 
10 inches in a subsequent 
storm.

UTILITY  ❚   from page 1

DPW  ❚   from page 1

Agawam supports this legis-
lation is an important step 
in supporting better services 
and pricing for internet ac-

cess for our residents,” Bor-
gatti said.

Both the House and Sen-
ate versions of the bill have 
been voted “Ought to Pass” 
in their respective Telecom-

munications, Utilities, and 
Energy Committees, and 
have both been referred to 
the House and Senate Ways 
and Means Committees.

  

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Additional funding was needed to close a deficit in the snow and 
ice removal budget this year. Agawam received more snow than 
it has in recent years.

BELCHERTOWN – The 
New England Small Farm In-
stitute, located at 275 Jackson 
Rd. in Belchertown, will host 
a workshop teaching people 
how to grow edible mush-
rooms on Saturday, May 30 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Hosted by 
NEFSI and Forestopia, come 
enjoy a hands-on workshop 
that explores all dimensions 

of shiitake mushroom cul-
tivation on home and com-
mercial levels. The workshop 
will provide an introduction 
to the agroforestry practice 
Forest Farming, cover the 
fundamentals of mushroom 
cultivations, and review ba-
sic considerations of those 
interested in growing com-
mercially. Participants will 

also have the opportunity 
to take home an inoculated 
shiitake log. The event has a 
suggested donation of $20 to 
$30 (add $15 for participants 
wishing to take home one in-
oculated shiitake log). All are 
welcome. To register, please 
contact Sara Weil at info@
smallfarm.org or call 413-
323-4531.

Learn to grow edible mushrooms

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Congregational Church is 
having a Mother’s Day Plant 
Sale to be held on May 9 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  
Come bright and early for 
the best blooms.  We will 

have over 50 hanging plants, 
hypertufa planters with se-
dums, annuals, perrenials, 
bulbs, hostas, hypertufa 
lady bugs, pine cone flowers 
that last forever.   

If you have a garage or 

basement full of old pots 
(any size) and you want to 
get rid of them this is the 
time.  Drop them off outside 
the back door of the church, 
745 Main St. Agawam. 

ACC to hold Mother’s Day Plant Sale

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Council on Aging will 
host a Gold, silver and coin 
buyback event on Friday, 
May 15 at 8:30 a.m. at Chi-
copee Council on Aging’s 
RiverMills Center, located 
at 5 W. Main Street.

Join Olde Tavern An-
tiques at RiverMills Center 
for a Gold, Silver and Coin 
exchange. Olde Tavern An-
tiques of Connecticut will 
be at RiverMills to buy your 
old gold, silver and coins 
that you are ready to par-

ty with. This is NOT an ap-
praisal event. You will re-
ceive payment on the spot 
if you accept the offer, and 
a percentage of the earnings 
will go back to the FRIENDS 
of RiverMills Center. You 
must register in advance.

Gold, Silver and Coin Buyback 
with Olde Tavern Antiques

AGAWAM – Agawam 
High School Class of 1967 
will be holding its 60th 
reunion sometime in cal-
endar year 2027.  We are 
seeking our classmates that 

have not been contacted re-
cently. Please contact John 
DeVecchi with your name, 
address and phone num-
ber(s) to agawam67@aol.
com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Class of 1967 needs 
help organizing reunion
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM – A domi-
nating performance.

That’s probably the best 
way to describe Minnechaug 
Regional’s 15-2 home victory 
against Valley Wheel league 
rival Agawam, last Monday 
(April 27).

“We’ve had several games 
during the season where we 
played very well in spurts,” 
said first-year Minnechaug 
girls’ varsity lacrosse coach 
Thomas Brennan. “I thought 
we played very well from the 
start to the finish in today’s 
game. It was probably our 
best effort so far this season. 
We were unselfish on offense 
and the defense played ex-
ceptionally well.”

The Falcons, who had a 7-3 
overall record following the 
home victory, defeated the 
Brownies, 11-6, at Agawam 
High School on April 2. They 
also swept the season series 
with the Brownies (1-8) for 
the first time since 2024.

Agawam’s only victory so 
far this season came at West-
field (11-4) on April 14.

The first three Falcons 
losses were on the road 

against West Springfield (11-
10), Somers Conn. (11-10) 
and Shrewsbury (17-7.)

“We lost at Shrewsbury, 
who’s a very good team, the 
other day,” Brennan said. “We 
don’t talk about that game 
anymore because it’s ancient 
history. However, we did 
learn from our mistakes.”

There are six sophomores 
listed on the Minnechaug ros-
ter. Four of them combined to 
score 10 goals.

“The sophomores have 
been leading us offensively,” 
Brennan said. “All of them are 
very coachable and they al-
ways play very hard.”  

Sophomore Peyton Lee 
led the way offensively for the 
home team with four goals.

Sophomore Lily Sergienko 
and junior Sophia Kozub also 
recorded hat-tricks.

Sergienko scored two of 
her three goals during the 
opening twelve minutes of 
the match. Lee added an un-
assisted goal, which helped 
the Falcons build a 3-0 lead.

“I thought we were very 
methodically on offense 
during the first quarter,” Bren-
nan said. “We worked the ball 

Falcons score early and often to beat Agawam

Olivia Govoni advances up the field through traffic.

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam High School boys 
lacrosse team is off to one 
of its best starts in years, 
jumping out to an 8-0 re-
cord before suffering its 
first loss of the season last 
Saturday on the road.

Agawam would lose 
to Wachusett of Central 
Mass. 12-8. Last Thursday 
evening, the Agawam of-
fense was on full display 
with an 18-7 win over 
East Longmeadow on 
the road. Justin Lareau  
had seven goals and two 
assists to lead Agawam. 
Brayden Federico and 
Brayden Martin had three 
goals each and Liam Gre-
alis added two goals.

The Brownies will face 
Tantasqua Regional at 
home on Thursday, May 7 
at 7 p.m.

WINCHESTER, N.H. - 
Open-wheel ace Nathan 
Wenzel strutted the stuff that 
made him both a speedway 
and New Hampshire state 
Modified champion Saturday 
at Monadnock Speedway, top-
ping the season opening main 
event at the high-banked 
speedplant.

And even though Saturday 
marked the first event of the 
new season, reigning Limited 
Late Model track champion 
Dylan Zullo is already in the 
running for what may be the 
summer’s most exciting victo-
ry at the historic quarter-mile 
oval.

With a huge crowd braving 
the chilly April temperatures, 
six drivers started their season 
with a flourish, each earning 
the first victory lap of the new 
season in their respective divi-
sion. Along with Wenzel and 
Zullo, long-ago Mini Stock 
champ Kevin Clayton, Pure 
Stock hot shoe Jimmy Zell-
man, Pro V8 Sportsman pilot 
Chris Kingsley and Young Gun 
speedster Sofia Rego each 
went home victorious.

Colton Martin and JT 
Cloutier led the All States Ma-
terials Group 604 Modifieds to 
the green Saturday, with Mar-
tin jumping all over the open-
ing lead. Cloutier rode second 
in his shadow, with Kimmy 
Rivet a close third, and Wen-
zel, from row three, quickly on 
the charge.

Wenzel had third on lap 
three and took second from 
Rivet on the tenth go-round. 
He and Martin then raced 
under a blanket until light 
contact on lap 28 sent Martin 
tumbling off turn two, then 
moving Wenzel and Rivet to 
row one, with Tyler Leary now 
up to third.

Leary powered up to sec-
ond on lap 36, quickly gluing 
his ride to Wenzel’s as the two 
former speedway champions 
squared off. They rubbed in 
the final turn, with Wenzel 
wobbling but still holding the 
point to score his first win of 
the season.

With Leary an airtight 
second, Martin charged back 
through the field to snatch 
third from Rivet, and Clouti-

er’s strong night’s work netted 
him fifth. Leary set fast time 
in qualifying, scorching his 
way around the high banks in 
12.127 seconds.

Hillary Renaud led early in 
the Twin State Truck Services 
Limited Late Model feature. 
Dylan Zullo, though, was on 
a mission, blasting from row 
three as he began to pick up 
where he’d left off in his cham-
pionship season a year ago. 
Taking the lead on lap two, 
he looked headed for an easy 
romp in Saturday’s 30-lapper. 
A caution, though, on lap 24, 
brought JD Stockwell to his 
door and the action was just 
getting started.

Over the last three laps, 
they rubbed, they pushed, and 
they traded places, with Zullo 
prevailing to win by just a foot. 
Robert Hagar had the best 
view of the top-two chaos, 
watching from close behind 
as he impressed in third. Re-
naud was fourth on the night, 
and Erik Smith rounded out 
the first five.

Kevin Clayton won the 
Monadnock Speedway Mini 

Stock championship more 
than a quarter century ago, 
taking top honors way back in 
2000. In recent summers, vic-
tory lane had been like a for-
eign nation to him. But now, 
the popular wheelsman has a 
new streak started.

Starting up front, Clayton 
led all the way to win by three 
lengths over third row starter 
Craig Chaffee in the night’s 
Keene Towing and Recovery 
MIni Stock main event. Steady 
Tim Paquette came home 
third, Tim O’Shea was fourth, 
and Dick Lamotte fifth.

Jimmy Zellman won a 
thriller in the Brattleboro Tow-
ing and Recovery Pure Stocks, 
coming off a pair of runner-up 
finishes at Claremont, the Bay 
State blaster had his mind 
set on something a little bit 
better, Leading all the way, he 
achieved that goal Saturday.

Zellman’s opening night 
victory didn’t come easily 
though. He had Colton Hull 
and Carlos Grenier draped 
all over him every inch of the 
way. Grenier got up for sec-
ond on lap18 and the potent 

trio raced under a blanket 
the rest of the way. With Hull 
third, Josh Brigham impressed 
in fourth, and Kyle Begos was 
fifth.

Chris Kingsley won the 
spirited Beck’s Automotive 
Pro V8 Sportsman feature. 
Stephen LaPlante was second 
and Garden State ace Scott 
Riggleman came home third. 
It was Kingsley’s first career 
win on the high banks.

Sofia Rego had a memora-
ble night in the Doug’s Auto 
Body Young Guns, winning 
with ease in both her heat and 
feature races. Eleven-year-old 
Dylan Stati - yes, just elev-
en - was second in the 15-lap 
feature, and Maeve Barry was 
third.

Monadnock Speedway 
roars back into action next 
Saturday, May 2, with a special 
Todd Martell Memorial 75-lap 
Modified main event atop a 
full night of NASCAR Local 
Racing Series events, and the 
first visit of the season of the 
exciting Pro 4 Modified series. 
Post time is 6 p.m each Satur-
day.

Wenzel opens up season with win at Monadnock Brownies 
suffer first 
loss of 
season

GIRLS ❙   page 10

Yabsira Kebede tries to make a save.Bella Santaniello tries to get around a Minnechaug defender.Grace Curto reaches high to catch a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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PROVIDENCE, R.I. – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
and Providence Bruins 
fought tooth and nail in an-
other stingy contest, with 
the Bruins prevailing 2-1 in 
Game 2 of the Atlantic Divi-
sion Semifinals on Sunday 
night inside Amica Mutual 
Pavilion. With that, the series 
shifts back to Springfield tied 
at one game apiece in the 
best-of-five set. 

All of the scoring in the 

game came in a window of 
less than six minutes’ time 
in the opening period. For a 
fifth straight game in these 
playoffs, Springfield suc-
cumbed to a 1-0 deficit with-
in the opening half of period 
one. Frederic Brunet geared 
a slapper toward Georgi Ro-
manov, who made the initial 
save. However, the rebound 
bounced over to a waiting 
Matej Blumel on the right 
wing, and the 2024-25 AHL 

goal scoring leader rifled it 
into an empty cage to make 
it a 1-0 game at 8:34 of the 
opening period.

The T-Birds were grant-
ed a power play and an op-
portunity to tie the score 
quickly, and at 11:30, Dillon 
Dube did just that, parking 
himself along the left post 
and guiding a Hugh McGing 
pass behind Michael DiPiet-
ro to even the slate, 1-1.  Alek 
Kaskimaki picked up his sec-

ond assist in as many games 
to round out the scoring play. 

The Bruins showed they, 
too, could answer in a hurry, 
as Brunet gathered a rolling 
puck along the right wing 
and geared a backhand pass 
across the slot to Georgii 
Merkulov, who beat Roma-
nov with a quick release to 
put Providence ahead, 2-1, at 
14:02.

Providence outshot the 
T-Birds 25-14 over the first 

40 minutes of the game, but 
both DiPietro and Romanov 
were taxed with special teams 
work in a second period that 
featured 10 minor penalties 
and eight combined power 
plays of varying lengths. 

The T-Birds finally were 
able to give DiPietro a steady 
diet of scoring chances in 
the third, but the Springfield 
power play left two more 
opportunities on the table, 
going 0-for-6 in the final two 

frames after connecting on 
their first man advantage of 
the evening. 

Springfield’s netminding 
and penalty killing did ev-
erything in its power to buy 
the offense time for an equal-
izer. Romanov, for a fourth 
straight contest, kept his op-
position to two goals or less. 
The T-Birds’ backstop has 
now stopped 116 of 123 shots 
for a .943 save percentage in 
the Calder Cup Playoffs.

Springfield Thunderbirds defeated in series opener with Providence Bruins

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Tuesday evening, boys vol-
leyball rivals Agawam and 
Minnechaug met with the 
Brownies getting a 3-1 win. 
Agawam outlasted the Fal-
cons in the first set to win 
26-24, then took the second 

set. Minnechaug would keep 
it alive with a 25-22 in third 
set. Agawam prevailed 25-17 
in the fourth set to take the 
match. Agawam is now 10-3 
while Minnechaug is 8-6 on 
the season.

Brownies take down Falcons

Jacob Nesen makes a jumping set.

Dominic Manes sends the ball up for a possible spike. Alexander Williams returns the ball to the other side.Chase Gerani attempts a spike.

Elijah Ramos sets the ball straight up.

Mike Lumkowski goes for a score.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM



Page 10     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     May 7, 2026

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21
– Thank you!

SportsSports

Public NoticesPublic Notices
Legal Ad
Agawam 

Conservation Commission
The Agawam Conservation 

Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, May 14, 
2026 at 6:05 PM at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of 
this hearing will be to hear the 
Notice of Intent Application of 
HP Hood, LLC for work to be 
performed at 233 Main Street, 
subject to the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act.
05/07/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD26P0910PM
In the matter of:

Royetta M. Dionne
Of: Agawam, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER 
PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 

Agawam East Rehab & Nursing 
of Agawam, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Royetta M. Dionne is in need 
of a Conservator or other pro-
tective order and requesting that 
Kimberly Benjamin-Prokop of 
Westfield, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Conservator to serve With 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
05/26/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-

ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon.  Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 28, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/07/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD21P1300EA 

Estate of: 
Lillian Etkin 

Date of Death: 04/05/2020 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of 

Complete Settlement has been 
filed by James Goodhines of 
Springfield, MA requesting that 
the court enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement includ-

ing the allowance of a final 
account and other such relief as 
may be requested in the Petition.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
05/21/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

WITNESS, Hon.  Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 15, 2026 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/07/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0900EA
Estate of: 

Robert Henry Knight 
Also known as: 

Robert H Knight 
Date of Death: 10/04/2025 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by David A Greco of 
Southwick, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
David A Greco of Southwick, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 05/26/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-

istration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 

Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 27, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

05/07/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
DESTRUCTION OF 

STUDENT 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

RECORDS
Changes made to record 

retention laws now require 
Agawam Public Schools Spe-
cial Education Records to be 
retained for five years rather 
than seven years after the stu-
dent has either graduated, aged 
out, moved out of Agawam or 
has been dismissed from Spe-
cial Education Services.

Agawam Public Schools Spe-
cial Education records from the 
2020-2021 school year will be 
destroyed after July 6, 2026.   
Any person(s) who have grad-
uated, aged out, moved out of 
Agawam or has been dismissed 
from Special Education Services 
during the 2020-2021 school 
year may sign a release and pick 
up their special education file at 
the Agawam Special Education 
Department, 760 Cooper Street 
Agawam, 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
before July 6th.  If you have 
any questions please call Jenni-
fer Roberts at 413-726-1658 or 
email Jroberts@agawamed.org.
05/07, 05/14/2026

Agawam 
Conservation Commission

Legal Ad
The Agawam Conservation 

Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, May 14, 
2026 at 6:00 PM at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of 
this hearing will be to hear the 
petition of Kanegsberg for an 
Amendment to the Order of Con-
ditions for the work at 184 River 
Road, subject to the Massachu-
setts Wetlands Protection Act.

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

Agawam Conservation 
Commission

05/07/2026

around a lot to see how the 
defense will react. We didn’t 
rush out shot opportunities.” 

Agawam only had three 
shots on goal during the 
opening quarter.

“Every time that Agawam 
had a good opportunity in 
the first quarter, our defense 
would force a turnover,” Bren-
nan added. “Agawam has 
some strong offensive play-
ers, so we knew that they’re 
capable of scoring goals. They 
played well against us the 
first time that we faced them.”   

Any hopes that the Brown-
ies players had of making 
a comeback vanished very 
quickly.

Kozub and Lee scored 
goals 18 seconds apart early 
in the second quarter.

With 9:53 remaining in the 
first half, Kozub delivered a 
pass to sophomore Anna Tay-
lor, who fired a shot past Aga-

wam freshman goalie Yabsira 
Kebede (4 saves).

Trailing, 6-0, the Brownies 
broke the ice following a goal 
from freshman Grace Curto, 
which was assisted by soph-
omore Sophia DiBella with 
6:55 remaining on the score-
board clock.

Minnechaug senior goalie 
Nina Semanie, who’s plan-
ning to play hockey at Fram-
ingham State University, was 
also credited with four goals.

Nola McConnell, who’s a 
senior starting defender for 
Minnechaug, will be playing 
college lacrosse at Worcester 
State University. 

Lee scored two more goals 
during the final six minutes 
of the opening half.

The other three first half 
goals for the home team were 
scored by O’Connor, Kozub, 
and senior Aubrey Stacho-
wicz, which made the half-
time score 11-1.

Minnechaug’s final three 

goals were scored in the third 
quarter by O’Connor, Kozub, 
and Sergienko.

With five minutes left in 
regulation, sophomore Bella 
Santaniello netted an unas-

sisted goal for the Brownies. 
Her older sister, Hope, was an 
All-American soccer player at 
Agawam High School. 

The Falcons also celebrat-
ed victories over West Spring-
field (14-7) and Leominster 
(17-4) last week.

GIRLS   ❚   from page 8

Lucia LaRocque advances up the field after making a play on 
defense.

Makayla Rosario circles the opposing goal.

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO: Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,  24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com *Be sure to indicate “Summer Event”  in the subject line of your email.

        Send Us 
Your Community 
Summer Events

FREE Calendar Listings 
Reaching over 200,000 Readers 

in the Pioneer Valley!!

Turley Publications will print your Summer event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Summer Fest Supplement 

which will be published June 3, 2026. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is May 10.

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
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MISCELLANEOUS
2022 LOADRITE BOAT TRAILER, 
Model C650-1T. Capacity 650 lbs. Used 
two seasons with canoe. Adjustable for 
conventional boat. Original owner, $1500, 
413-244-4520.

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

TAG SALE
FRIDAY, MAY 8 AND 

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 8am-3pm. 
Rain/shine. 63 Walker Rd., Wales. 

Antiques, furniture, plants, arts, rare finds.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no 
project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 

trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall 
clean-ups, mulching, pruning. 

Serving parts of Hampden 
and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

“RANDY and RICKY 
Spring Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

TUNE-UPS

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 

LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE-OUTS, 
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. 

BRIMFIELD  – (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

LABORERS AND HEAVY
 EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 

Positions available with local work. Proper 
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate 
with  experience. Transportation required.

Email: 
bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com 

with your resume and for more information.

The Town Oakham is seeking 
an experienced 

LABORER/TRUCK DRIVER
 to join the Highway department.

Pay rate is $26.26 - $28.28/hr 
depending on experience. 

For a full job description
and job application please visit: 

ma-oakham.civicplus.com/
216/Highway-Department

 or email admin@oakham-ma.gov

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WEST BROOKFIELD. Clean  2 bed-
room, 1 bath mobile home in over 55 park. 
508-867-7972

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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Each week you’ll receive
TOWN HALL NEWS  •  BUSINESS HAPPENINGS  •  AREA EVENTS  •  SPORTS

COMMUNITY STORIES  •  SCHOOL COVERAGE  •  CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

CALL US 

1-413-283-8393
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Use our website 
to securely subscribe 

online at
AGAWAMADVERTISERNEWS.TURLEY.COM
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Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________

Exp. Date: _______________________________  CVV2 code:  _____________

Signature ______________________________________________________

GIFT TO:

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

New            Renewal          Gift A GIFT CARD WILL BE SENT 
TO ANNOUNCE YOUR GIFT!

AAN23TMC

Yes!Yes!Yes!
❏   $35 ................................................1 year in state

❏   $40 ..........................................1 year out of state

❏   $50 ................................................2 year in state

❏   $60 ..........................................2 year out of state

 CHECK ENCLOSED          CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD

Enclosed is my payment for:

      I want to 
    subscribe to 
  Agawam
Advertiser News

3

If you’re enjoying 
this FREE edition of 

Agawam Advertiser News

PLEASE CONSIDER
SUBSCRIBING

Current recipients of our weekly paper
enjoy town news, local stories and articles

of interest generated in Agawam
and its surrounding communities.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

413.283.8393   •   Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews   •   Email: aan@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com
August 17, 2023   ❙   Vol. 45,  No. 25   ❙   $1.00

www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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National Night Out
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – National Night Out is an event held around the country every first Tuesday in 

August to give communities a chance to get to know their po-lice department. Agawam held a National Night Out of its own at School Street Park on Tuesday, Aug. 1. 

The event was packed with fun for kids and families to enjoy while they were also getting to know more about the police de-partment. 
“The idea behind this is bring-

ing the police department and the community together where we can show all of the…resources that can be helpful to provide to a member of the public,” Officer Jeff Hichborn, who organized the 

celebration, said. 
At the event there were a vari-ety of vendors for members of the community to enjoy, including Q 99.7 Radio Station and Agawam Veterans Counsel. Each booth gave out its own items to the fam-ilies present, with the Veterans Counsel handing out snow cones and balloon animals and Q 99.7 having its own spin-the-wheel prizes. 

Also present at the event was the high school robotics team, Rosie Robotics. This robotics team brought along five robots they had designed that manipu-lated game pieces. The biggest hit was the robot that threw frisbees for kids in the crowds to try to catch. 
The robotics program runs from kindergarten through twelfth grade, with different levels offered as the children grow and 

Aloisi set to release new bookBy Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Agawam native and author Michael Aloisi is re-leasing his next book on Aug. 22. This newest novel is titled A Life with Ghosts: True, Terrifying, and Insightful Tales from My Favourite 

Haunts and is a biography about Ghost Hunters TV star Steve Gon-salves, who also helped to write the novel.
This new book will detail differ-ent locations that Gonsalves has investigated for the paranormal, providing the background history of each place as well as Gonsalves’ 

own experiences. 
“Steve didn’t want to do the traditional biography, he wanted to focus on locations that he liked a lot, so we came up with a con-cept that showed the top 20 places he loves that are really haunted,” Aloisi explained. 

The process for writing this biography took a lot of back and forth between Aloisi and Gon-salves, with the two of them decid-ing on the best locations together and then Gonsalves talking Aloisi through his experiences at those places. 
“Once we picked the locations together, I would ask him all kinds of questions about them, he would tell me his experiences there and then I would do my own research,” Aloisi said. 

Aloisi and Gonsalves haven been in the process of writing this novel since before the pandemic, as COVID put a halt on the works. Thankfully, the two of them were able to resume the process after the worst of the pandemic ended 

COA to potentially 
lower membership

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Council on Aging, supported by Mayor William Sapelli, has pushed forward a proposal to lower the number of members on the council from 13 to seven.The CoA currently has 13 members. The law is that in order for them to run a meet-ing and make decisions, more than half of the members have to be present at the meeting. Therefore, they need seven members present at any one meeting in order to be able to run business as usual. 
This creates a problem as currently, according to Ex-ecutive Director of the CoA Michael Squindo, the council currently only has seven ac-tive members attending meet-ings, making it difficult if one of the consistent members is 

absent, for them to make any progress. 
“We have not had a CoA board meeting regularly in a while, which impedes the ability of the advisory board to do their job,” Squindo said. Due to this, the CoA pushed forward the propos-al to reduce the number of members on the CoA from 13 to seven. 

“The board had recom-mended reducing the board to seven,” Squindo said. “The CoA is an advisory board, so they advised myself and May-or Sapelli in our daily opera-tions and they recommended we reduce the board to seven.”The board voted 7-0 in fa-vor of this proposal. 
Prior to the pandemic, the CoA had been planning to begin a strategic plan, which would have encompassed this 
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10 SPRINGFIELD ST  |  AGAWAM, MA(413) 786-6776  |  ROCKYS.COM

YOUR BEFORE AND AFTER THE 
STORM HEADQUARTERS

We have the tools you need and the power to keep them running!  

A Life with Ghosts: True, Terrifying, and Insightful Tales from My Favourite Haunts is Aloisi’s latest work.

Local author Michael Aloisi is releasing his new book on Aug. 22.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Paramedic Jeff Oakes and Fire Inspector Derek Meyers give out gifts for kids as well 
as safety tips.  Agawam Police Department and the Hampden County Police do a K-9demonstration.TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

back in full force

3 EASY WAYS 
TO SUBSCRIBE
TODAY

Please complete this form, 
and mail it in a secure envelope to:

Agawam Advertiser News
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get the 
Agawam
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SOUTH HADLEY – The Pi-
oneer Valley Baseball League, 
an adult baseball league for 
players who are age 18 and 
over, still has open roster 
spots for 2026 season.

The league is especially 
in need of some additional 
pitching for a couple of its 
teams. The season is just a 
few games in and there are 
many more games remaining 
through the summer with 
playoffs taking place in Au-

gust.
The adult league will be 

administered by the Quab-
bin Valley Baseball League, 
and a registration link is on 
the home page of the league’s 
website www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org. Thought it will 
be under the Quabbin um-
brella, there will be no major 
changes in how the league is 
operated.

This year, the PVBL will 
have a 22-game regular sea-

son schedule followed by 
a double-elimination play-
offs. The league, which had 
five teams last year and 
had to utilize multiple byes 
throughout the season, will 
be fielding a sixth team this 
season.

The league is a wood-bat 
only league utilizing play-
ing under regular baseball 
rules though all players do 
bat. The league operates on a 
Saturday-Tuesday schedule. 

Games are played on Satur-
day mornings with 10 a.m. 
starts typical and on Tuesday 
evenings with start times in 
the 5:30 to 6 p.m. range. The 
league will start play in late 
April and run through the 
end of August. There are slots 
open for both full-time play-
ers and part-time players. 
The fee for full-time players 
will be $260 with part-time 
players getting up to 11 
games for $130. Fees paid go 

toward the operation of the 
league, paying for insurance, 
umpires, fields, and base-
balls. No one profits in any 
way. Those who sign up after 
the season begins will pay a 
prorated fee for the season.

In addition to the new 
sixth team, there are limited 
open roster spots on the oth-
er teams in the league, so get 
your registration in as soon 
as possible to participate in 
this season.

Games are played at 
ballfields throughout the 
region from as far south as 
Southwick’s Whalley Field, 
through South Hadley’s 
Beachgrounds and up north 
at Frontier Regional High 
School in South Deerfield.

For any questions, please 
go to the league website 
for more information. The 
league hopes interested play-
ers will come out and join the 
fun this spring and summer.

Pitching still needed for Pioneer Valley Baseball League

ant would result in the state 
revoking the grant funding.

In terms of the city council, 
the land takings are currently 
tabled and were likely to re-
main on the table for the May 
4 meeting. 

According to Mazza, the 
project needs to be approved 
by mid-May in order to meet 
the deadline to secure the 
grant funding. If the project 
or another version is voted 
through, it is possible it could 
take through next year to 
complete.

Residents continued to 
voice their opposition to any 
part of the Pajer’s business 
being negatively affected by 
the project, and City Council 
President Anthony Russo as-
sured the residents it was not 
the final word on the project.

The project workshop was 
taped and is available on Aga-
wam’s cable channel website 
along with the most recent 
council meetings.

INTERSECTION  ❚   from page 1

The debate continues on improvements to a five-way intersection project that is being partially funded by the state. A workshop was held April 27 with the city council 
hearing more about the project and residents having another opportunity to air its concerns.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI


