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Rivers celebrates 100th
AGAWAM – A 

hundred years of a 
life well lived was 
celebrated last 
Saturday, March 14, 
by Robert R. Rivers of 
Feeding Hills.

He was born in 
North Agawam, and 
as a lifelong resident 
had been educated in 
its public schools and worked 
in the paper mills as a boy.  He 
fondly recalls swimming in the 
Agawam River with his friends 
and playing football near its 
banks off Walnut Street.

Bob is a veteran of WWII 
having volunteered with his 
twin brother, Earl, at age 17.   
He served in the US Navy in 
the Philippines.   A welder by 
trade, his career took him 
from years at the Springfield 
Armory until its closure, to 
Westover AFB then to his re-
tirement. 

He has enjoyed a hobby 
of refinishing antique trunks 
and maintaining his home 
that he shares with his wife, 
Jessie, who will be 95 in May.   
They have just celebrated their 
75th Wedding Anniversary 
this past January.  

A large family celebration 
was held earlier this month.

Community rallies behind softball team, forced to forfeit potential finals spot
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Due to a 
small data entry error that 
took place in the Agawam 
High School Athletics office, 

Agawam High School’s varsi-
ty softball team had one less 
placeholder than needed 
on its schedule required to 
allow Agawam 
full partic-
ipation 

in the Western Massachu-
setts Class A Tournament.

While the Pioneer Val-
ley Interscholastic Athletic 

Conference puts on the sec-

tional tournament now, the 
Massachusetts Interscho-
lastic Athletic Conference 
rules on such issue because 
they oversee a team’s overall 

schedule.
As of 

press time, the PVIAC had 
ruled that Agawam softball 
could participate in the 
quarterfinals and semifi-
nals, but even if Agawam 
advances to the finals, they 
would have to forfeit their 
spot in the tournament to 
their semifinal opponent.

As of press time, Agawam 
had defeated Central in 
the quarterfinals and were 
scheduled for participation 
in the semifinals later in the 
week. Their opponent was 
not known as of press time.

Since the issue was made 
public late last week, there 
has been an outpouring of 
support from the communi-
ty, including several officials 
who have written to the 
MIAA asking for their ruling 
to be reversed so Agawam 
can participate in the finals 

if they are able to win their 
semifinal game.

Mayor Christopher John-
son, who also chairs the 
Agawam School Commit-
tee, and Agawam’s legisla-
tive delegation, State Rep. 
Nicholas Boldyga, and State 
Sen. John Velis, all wrote 
letters to the MIAA seeking 
for them to allow Agawam’s 
participation in the finals.

On social media late 
Monday, AHS Athletic Direc-
tor Karen Gomez said she 
was meeting with the MIAA 
on Tuesday morning to dis-
cuss the situation.

“While the school has ac-
knowledged and accepted 
responsibility for the sched-
uling oversight, I respectful-
ly ask the Board to consider 

Sacred Heart’s Parish Center 
starts new walking group

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM – On Wednes-
days and Thursdays at 9 
a.m. at Sacred Heart’s Par-
ish Center their walking 
group meets. The group is 
leaded by Gina Smus and 
Sue Scantlen, they are both 
members of St. Martha’s 
Guild at Sacred Heart Par-
ish. Their group is fairly new, 
but they hope to welcome 
more community members 
into the group and contin-
ue regular meetings. The 
group’s activity is depen-
dent on the weather, al-
though Smus shared that a 
slight drizzle won’t stop her 
and Scantlen from walking.

Smus shared how the 
group got started out.

“So, this is probably go-
ing to be a month now. I 
started with Sue, because 
I needed somebody, just 
in case, like I can’t be here, 
she’s here. So, we work to-
gether. And, about a month 
ago, I have to say, what we 
did, we started Wednesday 
and Thursday, just until we 

can get it going. Some days 
we have like six of us and 
some days there’s two of us. 
It varies. And what I’ll try to 
do is I always put on the Sa-
cred Heart Parish website, 
‘Hey, we’re walking today.’

Smus shares why having 
a group to walk with is im-
portant and often more en-
joyable than doing it alone.

“So, it supports them. We 

talk. Especially when we’re 
with Sue, and she’ll stop at 
a gravesite and talk about 
the family member. So, it’s 
very educational. We com-
municate as we go, so your 
kind of are that person they 
can bounce things off of, 
what’s going on in their life. 
At the end of the walk, you 

FY2027 operating budget 
submitted to city council

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – In early June, 
the Agawam City Council is 
set to hold a public hearing 
for the fiscal 2027 operating 
budget.

The town’s operating bud-
get, which includes funding for 
the Agawam Public Schools, is 
proposed to increase by 3.3% 
overall, going from about 
$119.3 to about $123.3 million, 
according to the proposal sub-
mitted to the council by Mayor 
Christopher Johnson.

The budget for the Agawam 
Public Schools will increase by 
less than $2 million, but does 
account for one of the larg-
est chunks of the increase in 
the budget. Costs continue to 

climb for various cost centers, 
including health insurance, 
energy, and contractual obli-
gations. Both the police and 
fire department budgets will 
also have nominal increases in 
their budgets, according to the 
proposal.

Also being voted on are the 
three enterprise funds for the 
town. The water department, 
wastewater department, and 
municipal golf course are 
self-sustaining funds that have 
budgets provided by user fees, 
and business revenue in the 
case of the golf course.

Residents who want to be 
heard on the operating budget 
can attend the city council’s 
public hearing on Monday, 
June 1. The council meeting 
takes place at 7 p.m. at the 
Agawam City Council
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High school holds art show

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Students from advanced art classes showcased their many works of art in the rotunda at the Spring Art Festival held on 
Thursday, May 7 at Agawam High School.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

NEED CUTLINE
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Sacred Heart Parish’s Walking Group leaders, Gina Smus and 
Sue Scantlen.

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

The Agawam High School softball team competes in the Western Massachusetts Class A quarterfinals on Monday.  See this week’s 
editorial about the issue on page 4.
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Historical Association to hold annual meeting
AGAWAM – The public is 

invited to the historic Captain 
Charles Leonard House, 663 
Main Street, Agawam, for the 
annual meeting of the Aga-
wam Historical Association 
at 6:30 pm, Thursday, May 
28. Following the election 
of officers & directors, an-
nouncement of the Agawam 
Historical Association-Mari-
lyn P. Curry Memorial Schol-
arship re cipient, and a short 
business meeting, will be the 
featured presentation “Meet 
John Adams – A Lively and 
Revolution ary Conversation 
with America’s Second Pres-
ident.” 

Acclaimed John Adams 
portrayist George Baker will 
transport audience members 
to the Revolutionary era with 
his engaging and entertain-
ing portrayal of America’s 

second president. Wearing 
historically accurate clothing 
and per forming songs from 
the period, 

Baker will capture the 
Massachusetts native’s sharp 
wit, principled leadership, 
and deep commitment to the 
American experiment. Bak-
er’s portrayal is part of the 
association’s year-long cele-
bration of the United States 
Semiquincentennial. Sheryl 
Faye’s one-woman show “Ab-
igail Adams - Liberty & Leg-
acy” was presented to a ca-
pacity crowd at the group’s 
March meeting. An 18th cen-
tury encampment is among 
activities planned for a July 
Fourth event at the associa-
tion’s historic Thomas Smith 
House in Feeding Hills. 

Baker has performed his 
one-man show throughout 

the country, at venues such 
as the New York Historical 
Society, the Harry S. Tru-
man, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
and George H. W. Bush Pres-
idential Libraries, and was 
featured on Na tional Public 
Radio’s weekend program, 
Studio 360. A lawyer by pro-
fession, Baker brings clarity 
and credibility to Adams’s 
ideas through a blend of his-
tory, music, and storytelling, 
making Adams feel immedi-
ate and human, rather than 
distant and monumental. 
The program concludes with 
time for thoughtful audience 
questions and conversation. 

This event is free and open 
to the public, but registration 
is suggested. Please send the 
names of those attending to 
1855@agawamhistory.org 
with “Annual Meeting” in the 

subject line. Due to limited 
seating, preference will be 
given to Agawam Historical 
Association members. Mem-
bership information can be 
found at agawamhistory.org. 
This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Aga-
wam Cultural council, a local 
agency which is supported by 
the mass cultural council, a 
state agency. 

The private, non-profit, 
all-volunteer Agawam His-
torical Association preserves 
and presents Agawam and 
Feeding Hills history at its 
two locations and provides 
educational opportunities at 
its quarterly meetings. The 
association ar chives and dis-
plays artifacts pertaining to 
the Town of Agawam and its 
Fire Department in the Mari-
lyn P. Curry History Room and 

Chief Russell “Rusty” Jenks 
Apparatus Room of the Aga-
wam Historical & Fire House 
Museum, located in the for-
mer Elm Street Fire Station 
at 35 Elm Street in Agawam 
Center. The association has 
preserved the ca. 1757 Thom-
as Smith House, at 251 North 
West Street in Feeding Hills, 
in largely original, unrestored 
condition; the property was 
listed in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places in 2005. 
The association also offers an 
annual scholarship to an Aga-
wam senior pursuing higher 
education in a history-related 
field. For more information, 
please visit agawamhis tory.
org or follow the Agawam 
Historical Association on Ins-
tagram and Facebook. Volun-
teers and new members are 
always welcome.

Golf Tournament to support 
Wreaths Across America

AGAWAM – The Friends 
of the Massachusetts Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery at 
Agawam and the Friends of 
the Agawam Veterans Coun-
cil proudly announce their 
Second Annual Golf Tourna-
ment in support of Wreaths 
Across America, a nation-
al effort to honor and re-
member our fallen veterans 
during the holiday season.

This exciting event prom-
ises a day of camaraderie, 
remembrance, and com-
munity support. Golfers, 
sponsors, and community 
members are invited to par-
ticipate and help lay wreaths 
at the graves of veterans 
resting at the Agawam Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery 

this December.
The Tournament will be 

held on June 28. Registration 
begins at 10:30 a.m. and golf-
ing starts at 12 noon at Aga-
wam Municipal Golf Course. 
The costs are $135 for an 
individual golfer, $540 for a 
team of four, $30 for dinner 
only, and $100 to sponsor a 
tee. Other sponsorships are 
also available.

To Register or Sponsor, 
contact Marline Claremont 
at 413-221-9548 or email 
wreathfriends@gmail.com. 
Registration forms are avail-
able upon request. Join us in 
honoring those who served 
with a round of golf, good 
food, and great company—
all for a noble cause.

One remaining Yard Waste 
collection week before summer

AGAWAM – Yard Waste 
Collection will take place 
on scheduled recycling days 
during the weeks listed be-
low. 

*Yard Waste must be out by 
6:30 a.m. of collection day

Yard Waste is defined as:
• Grass clippings, leaves, 

weeds, shrub trimmings, and 
brush or limbs under 3” in di-
ameter.

Acceptable Yard Waste 
preparation:

• Brown kraft bags or 30 
gallon barrels with handles 
may be used.  

• Barrels must be labeled 
as Yard Waste, no heavier 
than 40lbs.

•Loose brush/branches, 
under 3”in diameter and 3’ 

in length, must be tied in 
bundles with biodegradable 
twine, weighing no more 
than 40lbs.

Not acceptable:
• Loose brush or branches
• Bundles tied with wire, 

nylon or plastic (these items 
harm grinding equipment)

• Bundles heavier than 40 
lbs

• Brush and limbs greater 
than 3” in diameter

• Yard waste bags contam-
inated with rocks, soil, or 
wood chips

• Yard waste in plastic 
bags

A Week
June 22-26

B Week
June 15-19

Class 
of 1967 
needs 
reunion 
help

AGAWAM – Aga-
wam High School Class 
of 1967 will be holding 
its 60th reunion some-
time in calendar year 
2027.  We are seeking 
our classmates that 
have not been contact-
ed recently. Please con-
tact John DeVecchi with 
your name, address and 
phone number(s) to 
agawam67@aol.com.

Memorial 
Day Parade 
announced

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Veterans Council is 
having their annual Me-
morial Day Parade and 
Ceremony on Monday, 
May 25. 

Please join us at the 
new Veterans Memorial 
in School Street Park. Pa-
rade starts at 10 a.m. at 
Bethany Assembly of God 
enters onto Main Street, 
turns down School Street 
and continue on to the 
new Veteran Memorial in 
School Street Park with 
the ceremony immediately 
following. There will be a 
picnic for those who wish 
to join the Veterans Coun-
cil after the ceremony.

Agawam Community Artists and Artisans ‘Call for Art’
AGAWAM – Agawam 

Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) is inviting 
artists and artisans to par-
ticipate in its Sixth Annual 
Pioneer Valley Art Festival.

The Art Festival will be 
held on Friday, Aug. 21, and 
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Pol-
ish American Club in Feed-
ing Hills. Show hours are 
from 2 to 8 p.m. on Friday, 
and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

The ACAA is encouraging 
artists, artisans, and writers 
to submit their work for 
review. Among the artistic 
mediums included are wa-
tercolor, acrylic, oil, mixed 
media, sculpture, photogra-
phy, ceramic, stained glass, 
wood, fashion, textile, and 

jewelry.
All work must be origi-

nal and handmade by the 
artist or artisan, of profes-
sional quality. Prints and 
giclees will be accepted. No 
kits, food, soap, candles, or 

AI-generated work will be 
accepted.

Tent space is available 
on the paved parking lot for 
$50.

Students from any area 
high school are accepted 

free of charge, and must 
have a tent set up.

The Pioneer Valley Art 
Festival is highly promoted 
through local TV stations; 
Agawam Media Channel 
15 and 1074HD; Agawam 
Cultural Council website; 
newspapers; town forums; 
Mailchimp; the ACAA web-
site, www.agawamarts.com; 
and the ACAA Facebook 
page, that has over 850 fol-
lowers. 

The week before the fes-
tival, there will be over 20 
street signs placed around 
Agawam. 

Further information, in-
cluding registration forms, 
can be obtained by contact-
ing Ceil Rossi at email: to-
carefree2@hotmail.com.

Feline Friends expresses 
appreciation for donations

AGAWAM – We were 
grateful to have the opportu-
nity to hold a donation drive 
at the vendor craft supply sale 
at the Community Grange 
#382 in Feeding Hills on April 
18. Thanks to those who do-
nated on that date: Pauline & 
Betty Sosnowich, Trudi Cal-
berg, Crystal Mengele, Ann 
Hall, Carl & Cheryl Kaufman, 
Michael & Karen Dolan and 
Ken Kurowski. 

We are incredibly grateful 
for the response to our ap-
peal for help with supplies. 
We have received packages 
at the professional office at 
532 Springfield St. (at the cor-
ner of Cleveland St.) in Feed-

ing Hills and at the Agawam 
Public Library. Please include 
your name and contact infor-
mation for acknowledgment. 
Financial donations have ar-
rived by check at P.O. Box 174, 
Feeding Hills 01030 as well as 
PayPal and Venmo.  

Thank you to those who 
donated in late April and the 
first 2 weeks of May: Jean Guz-
ik, Sue Borgatti, Ken Kurows-
ki and Irene Fisher, Judy Clini, 
Wynter Manyak, Karen Davis, 
Sandra Robb, Susan Brandon, 
Denise Broderick, Valerie 
Schumacher (proceeds from 
hand-made cards), Susan 
Whitney, Sheila Kida ( from 
Betty), Lydia Klimczuk, Jo-

anne Daurizio, Joan Eckert, 
Elizabeth Strole, Barbara Bo-
sworth, John Murphy, Dawn 
Struck, Katie Heald and the 
Kaufman kitties.

Feline Friends Inc. is a 
community-based, nonprof-
it sanctuary that does not 
discriminate against any cat 
based on age, gender or dis-
ability.

More information about 
our sanctuary may be found 
on our website at felinefriend-
sinc.org or our Facebook page 
at Feline Friends Cat Sanctu-
ary. Contact us with questions 
at info@felinefriendsinc.org  
or by phone at 413-786-5019. 

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ........................
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

USDA INSP. 
$186

lb

SALE DATES: 5/21-5/27/26

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN  CUT FREE ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN 
LEG 1/4s 40 LB BOX ...................
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

POLSKA KIELBASA
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ 
USDA INSP. FROZEN

JUMBO APPLE PIE
LATTICE CRUST 60 OZ ..................

69¢
ea

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE .............

$299
lb

ea
$479

$155
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KAYEM OLD TYME
NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS  2 1/2 BOX ...................$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$1799
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BLUE SEA SHRIMP RING
FULLY COOKED
WITH SAUCE 2 LB ..........................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

lb
$279

$777
lb

INFLATION

USDA INSP. 

KAYEM
CANNON FIRE

SPICY HOT DOGS

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK PORK RIBS .....

$365
lb

$209

lb

ea

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$988
lb

$299
ea

7 OZ

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

Honoring Our American Heroes

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
ITALIAN BBQ MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST .............
$399

lb

  

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations
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Mayor speaks at state house on income tax reduction
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Mayor Josh-

ua Garcia was among a con-
tingent of Massachusetts 
municipal leadership, which 
recently spoke out against a 

ballot initiative that would 
cut the state income tax rate.

There is currently an ini-
tiative to reduce the income 
tax rate, and Garcia, among 
the leaders opposing the bal-
lot question, say the reduc-
tion in income tax collect-
ed in the Commonwealth 
would adversely affect com-
munities like Holyoke.

Garcia, who earlier this 
year was named president of 
the Massachusetts Mayor’s 
Association, said in a press 
event that “mayors and mu-
nicipal officials ‘immediate-
ly understand’ the implica-
tions when a reduction of 
state revenue is proposed.

According to the press 
release from Garcia, a re-
duction in state-collected 
revenue would create a lot 
of anxiety among officials 
because there may not be 
enough funding to cover 
needed programs through-
out the state.

“It means uncertainty,” 
Garcia said. “It means jeop-

ardizing or reversing prog-
ress that residents already 
see in their neighborhoods. 
And for gateway cities and 
communities with signifi-
cant needs, the impact can 
be even more severe.

“We cannot afford to pull 
resources away from educa-
tion, transportation, public 
safety, and local government 
at a time when residents are 
asking us to do more, not 
less,” he said.

Garcia spoke at the State 
House on the front steps on 
Tuesday, May 12 to represent 
the mayor’s association on 
Beacon Hills

His press release states 
the proposed cut in the state 
income tax rate “would re-
sult in a projected $5 billion 
reduction of revenue collec-
tions which cities and towns 
would feel in reduced state 
aid.” Garcia emphasized that 
every dollar that goes to a 
city like Holyoke is not bo-
nus funding or surplus, but 
is part of the bare bottom 

line the city needs to func-
tion.

“State funding is not ‘ex-
tra’ for communities like 
ours,” Garcia said. “It is foun-
dational support that allows 
us to deliver core services 
and make long-term im-
provements as prudently as 
possible.”  

“For residents,” he said, 
“this debate is ultimately 
about what kind of commu-
nities we want to live in. Do 
we want communities with 
strong schools? Safe neigh-
borhoods? Reliable emer-
gency services? Maintained 
roads? A responsive local 
government?

“If we do, then we must 
strongly oppose this ballot 
question,” Garcia said.

Also gathered on the 
State House steps to voice 
opposition were Massachu-
setts Municipal Association 
Executive Director Adam 
Chapdelaine.

“When municipalities 
lose state support,” Chapde-

laine said, “there are only a 
few options available: sig-
nificantly reduce services, 
delay investments, or shift 
more pressure onto local 
property taxpayers.”

Amesbury Mayor Kassan-
dra Gove, president of the 
Massachusetts Municipal 
Association, said a signifi-
cant reduction in state in-
come tax revenues “deeply 
jeopardizes progress” in her 
city and across the state — 
threatening critical services 
and adding to the burden on 
local property taxpayers.

“This adds insult to injury 
at a time when communities 
are already facing inflation-
ary pressures, rising con-
struction costs, health insur-
ance increases, workforce 
challenges, and so much 
more,” she said. “Municipal 
leaders are not asking for 
luxuries. We are asking for 
stability, predictability, and 
the ability to continue pro-
viding the services our resi-
dents depend on.”

Library fundraiser with Gary 
‘The Gold Guy’ on May 23

AGAWAM – The Friends 
of the Agawam Library is 
pleased to announce a spe-
cial fundraising event to 
benefit the library and its 
programs. On Saturday, May 
23 from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Gary “The Gold Guy” will be 
on-site at the library to pur-
chase a variety of precious 
metal items from the public.

Community members 
are invited to bring gold 
jewelry (including broken 
or unwanted pieces), silver 
jewelry and coins, sterling 
flatware, dental gold, 
as well as scrap 
gold and sil-
ver. This is a 
unique op-
portunity 
to turn 

unused or forgotten items 
into cash while supporting 
a valuable community re-
source.

Gary will evaluate items 
and make offers on the spot. 
If an offer is accepted, pay-
ment will be issued imme-
diately by check. Everyone 
will be attended to on a 
first-come, first-served ba-
sis.

This event is a great way 
for residents to discover 
hidden value in items they 

no longer use, while also 
contributing to the contin-
ued success of the library. 
Everyone is encouraged to 
look through your jewelry 
boxes, drawers, kitchen cab-
inets, etc. for items that may 
be tucked away and bring 
them in for appraisal.

All proceeds from the 
fundraiser will support li-
brary programs, services, 
and community initiatives.

For more information, 
please contact the 

Agawam Library.

Craft Beer Tasting and BBQ event to be 
held at Captain Charles Leonard House

AGAWAM – The popular 
Summer Craft Beer Tasting 
and BBQ fundraiser will re-
turn to the historic Captain 
Charles Leonard House, 
663 Main Street, Agawam, 
on Friday evening, June 19, 
2026. The event will take 
place rain or shine, from 6 
to 9 p.m., and will benefit 
preservation efforts at the 
1805 former stage tavern, 
which has served as Aga-
wam’s Community House 
since 1939. 

The event, sponsored by 
McCarthy’s Liquors of Aga-
wam and Phipps Discount 

Liquors of Feeding Hills, 
will feature a wide variety 
of local and craft beers, live 
music, raffles, and food. Jo-
ey’s Deli & Market will pro-
vide barbecue and Captain 
Leonard House Trustees 
will grill hot dogs and ham 
burgers. 

Advance tickets are $50 
per person, available at Mc-
Carthy’s Liquors, 430 Main 
Street, Agawam, (413) 786-
9537, and Phipps Discount 
Liquors 1350 Springfield 
Street, Feeding Hills, (413) 
786-8471. Ticket includes 
food. 

Tickets will also be avail-
able at the door for $55 per 
person. 

Guests must be at least 
21 years old with a valid ID 
to attend this event. 

This program is support-
ed in part by a grant from 
the Agawam Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency which is 
supported by the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council, a 
State agency. 

More information about 
the Captain Charles Leon-
ard House can be found at 
Facebook.com/captain-
leonardhouse.

PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

Open for the season! 
OUR OWN ASPARAGUS

PERENNIALS  |  ROSES  |  CLEMATIS 
PANSIES  |  HERBS 

LETTUCE  |  CABBAGE  |  SEEDS
POTS AND SOILS

STAND IS NOW OPEN WITH 
FRUITS & VEGETABLES

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE

For License To Carry Permit
$140

Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz

muscione@hotmail.com

Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire
DEFENSE ATTORNEY

1380 Main Street, Suite 201
Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168
(Se Habla Español, preguntar por Marisol)

anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Holyoke Mayor Joshua A. Garcia, speaking on the State House 
steps Tuesday, May 12, expressed his opposition to a ballot 
initiative that he says will reduce state aid to cities and towns.

Joslyn Fox to headline PrideFest
More Pride Month 
events are scheduled 

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Pride is proud to announce 
that Massachusetts drag per-
former Joslyn Fox will head-
line Holyoke PrideFest 2026, 
taking place on Saturday, 
June 27, 2026, at Veterans 
Park in downtown Holyoke. 

Known for her humor, 
heart, and unforgettable 
personality from Season 6 of 
RuPaul’s Drag Race, Joslyn 
Fox brings home-
town New En-
gland energy to 
what organizers 
say will be the big-
gest Holyoke Pride 
celebration yet. 

Holyoke Pride 
has grown from a 
grassroots commu-
nity gathering into a month-
long citywide celebration of 
LGBTQIA+ visibility, culture, 
and joy, drawing thousands 
of attendees from across 
Western Massachusetts and 
beyond. PrideFest itself has 
become one of the region’s 
fastest-growing Pride events, 
featuring live performances, 
local artists, food vendors, 
community organizations, 
family activities, and night-
life events throughout the 
city. 

The 2026 celebration be-
gins with the annual Pride 
Flag Raising Ceremony at 
Holyoke City Hall on Mon-
day, June 1, followed by a full 
calendar of events through-
out the month, including:

• June 1 – Pride Flag Rais-
ing 5 p.m. at Holyoke City 
Hall

 • June 5 – House of Colors 
Youth Queer Prom

• June 7 – Buen Provecho 
Drag Brunch

• June 13 – Holyoke Pride 
Rainbow Run 5K & 1-Mile 
Walk at Ashley Reservoir

• June 25 – Drag Story 
Hour at Holyoke Public Li-
brary

• June 27 – Holyoke 
PrideFest 12 to 6 p.m. at Vet-
erans Park

• June 27 – Holyoke Pride 
After Party 6 to 11 p.m. at The 
Wauregan

Organizers say the ex-
panded lineup reflects 
Holyoke’s continued com-
mitment to building visible, 
welcoming, and inclusive 
spaces for LGBTQIA+ resi-
dents and visitors alike. 

“Now more than at any 
point in recent memory, it is 
important that LGBTQIA+ 
people know they are not 
alone,” said Holyoke City 
Councilor and longtime 
Holyoke Pride organizer Juan 
Anderson-Burgos. “Pride is 
more than a celebration — it 
is visibility, solidarity, and a 
public declaration that every 
person deserves the right to 
exist openly, safely, and with-
out fear. When communities 
come together in support 
and love, especially during 
difficult moments in our 
country’s history, that visibil-

ity becomes powerful. Holy-
oke continues to show that 
our city stands proudly with 
the LGBTQIA+ community.” 

Holyoke Pride organiz-
ers are also inviting local 
businesses, organizations, 
and community members 
to become sponsors, volun-
teers, and partners for the 
2026 season. According to 
organizers, sponsorship sup-
port helps keep many Pride 
events free and accessible to 
the public. 

“What began as a one-day 
event has become a citywide 

m o v e -
m e n t 
centered 
on com-
m u n i t y , 
c r e a t i v -
ity, and 
c o n n e c -

tion. Every 
sponsor, volunteer, perform-
er, and attendee helps make 
Holyoke Pride possible,” said 
Anderson-Burgos.

Additional announce-
ments regarding perform-
ers, entertainment, vendors, 
and special guests will be 
released throughout the 
spring. Holyoke Pride or-
ganizers also wish to thank 
lead sponsor Holyoke Com-
munity College and the Holy-
oke Local Cultural Council 
for their continued support 
over the years, helping ex-
pand LGBTQIA+ program-
ming, visibility, and commu-
nity celebration throughout 
the City of Holyoke. 

For event information, 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties, volunteer signups, and 
updates, visit www.holy-
okepride.org.
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Guest Column

For as long as I can re-
member, the 
“safe date” 

for planting 
tender crops 
was always 
M e m o r i a l 
Day.  

This year 
in particular 
the holiday is 
on the early 
side, the 25th of 
May, as opposed to 
the 30th or 31st. Here in New 
England, five or six days can 
make all the difference in the 
world.  

Sure, as I write, the mercu-
ry is set to rise well into the 
high eighties for three or four 
days, then become more sea-
sonable again. It’s a wonder 
the plants know what to do.  

Anyhow, read on to learn 
about some tender plants 
and how they respond better 
when soil or air tempera-
tures have warmed.

Although cool loving peas 
and warmth loving beans are 
both legumes, bean seeds in 
particular crave seventy to 
eighty degree soil in which 
to germinate. This is par-
ticularly evident with white 
seeded bean varieties, since 
the white seeds reflect the 
heat instead of holding on to 
it like dark seeds do.  

Oftentimes, white seeds 
will rot before they sprout 
if planted too soon. If you 
are in the mood to gamble 
and desire an early sowing 
of beans, use a dark seeded 
variety.

Untreated corn seeds will 
not germinate in soil below 
60 degrees. We are advised 
to be patient and trust that 
seed planted in warm soil 
will make up for lost time, 

and they typically 
will, in no time flat. 

Those of us who plant 
only a small plot have luck 
starting corn seeds indoors 
then transplanting the seed-
lings outside. I sowed my 
corn two seeds per six pack 
a few days back and have it 
on heat along with a sowing 
of winter squash and melons 
and all are popping up nicely.  

I usually pick the best of 
the two in the cell of the pack 
and pinch away the slower 
one so there is no compe-
tition, giving the stronger 
seedling all of the room to 
grow nicely. Never pull out 
when thinning; roots may be 
disturbed.

Speaking of seedlings, it’s 
also important not to shock 
our home grown pepper or 
tomato seedlings by trans-
planting them into cold soil 
or cold air. Night tempera-
tures should be a consistent 
50 degrees before planting 
out peppers.  

I typically preheat the soil 
my peppers are to be planted 
in with black plastic, laying it 
right down in the garden bed 
for a week prior to planting. 
I cut holes into it at trans-
planting time, amending 
each hole as I go.  

For added warmth, some 
gardeners looking to get a 
head start often use a row 

cover to add a few degrees of 
warmth and protect plants 

from the wind.
Tomatoes are 

planted outside 
after all danger 

of frost has 
passed. Typ-
ically on Me-

morial Day!  In 
fact, I think the whole 
“safe date” theory 
came to be because of 

tomatoes! When I was 
just getting started in horti-
culture I remember all sorts 
of contraptions people used 
to use to try and get the first 
ripe tomato in the neighbor-
hood.  

By planting tomatoes 
transplants earlier you could 
get earlier fruiting. Cloches 
or wall-o-waters were pop-
ular before the floating row 
covers became the rage.  

I typically wait to trans-
plant my tomatoes. Mine are 
huge this year.  

Remember, if your plants 
get big and your are still a 
few weeks away from getting 
them from the six pack into 
the ground, “pot them up.” 
It’s a term for going up a size, 
say from a cell to a four inch 
pot, so roots don’t get bound 
before they get the chance 
to live happily ever after in 
the garden. Soon enough, for 
sure.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Why do we wait until Memorial Day to plant?

Dear Rusty: 
I am 63 years old, and 

about to apply for my Social 
Security benefits. 

I am self-employed but 
only working part time. I 
know about Social Securi-
ty’s annual earnings limit 
but recently I learned I must 
also be concerned about a 
monthly earnings limit of 
$2,040. My questions are:  

1) How do I find out if I 
will be subject to a monthly 
earning limit of $2,040 per 
month? I thought it was only 
evaluated annually.  

2) If I choose to cancel So-
cial Security within the first 
year or after, what are the 
penalties? Would I have to 
pay them back for the whole 
amount for the whole time 
that they paid me? Which 
makes no sense, since I have 
been paid into SS since I was 
13 years old.   

Can you help me under-
stand this?  

Signed: Claiming Early 
and Still Working 

  
Dear Claiming Early: 

It can get tricky if you are 
still working after claiming 
your Social Security before 
your SS Full Retirement 
Age, especially during your 
first year collecting. I’m 
happy to answer your spe-
cific questions:  

1. There is a special 
rule which applies during 
your first year collecting 
early Social Security ben-
efits (e.g., before your Full 
Retirement Age or “FRA,” 
which for you is age 67). 
What will happen is this: 
when the IRS provides SSA 
with your 2026 earnings (in 
2027), SSA will review to see 
if your total 2026 net earn-
ings from self-employment 
exceeded the 2026 annual 
limit of $24,480.

If not, no further action 
is necessary. But if you did 
exceed the full year 2026 
earnings limit, SSA will 
contact you and ask you to 
provide them with details 
about your monthly 2026 
net earnings.  If you have 
exceeded the monthly lim-
it in any 2026 month after 
your SS benefit started, you 
will not be entitled to SS 
benefits for that month.  

Essentially, if you have 
exceeded the annual lim-
it, you cannot exceed the 
monthly earnings limit 
in any remaining month 
during your first year of 
collecting. If you exceeded 
the annual limit and also 
any monthly limit, SSA will 
send you an overpayment 
notice saying you must re-
pay them for the benefits 
you were not entitled to re-
ceive because you exceeded 
the monthly earnings limit. 

 2. You can, within 12 
months of applying for So-
cial Security, ask SSA to 
withdraw your application 
for SS retirement bene-
fits. They will do that for 
you, but you will also be 
required to repay them all 
SS benefits that they have 
already paid to (or for) you.

This essentially would 
“wipe the slate clean” and 
enable your SS benefit to 
continue growing, allow-
ing you to apply for a larger 
monthly benefit later. But 
if you wait longer than 12 
months after you first ap-
ply for SS benefits, you can 
no longer withdraw your 
application for Social Secu-
rity. Thereafter, you would 

be subject to the annual 
earnings limit (the month-
ly earnings limit would no 
longer apply).  

  FYI, after you reach 
your FRA, there is no limit 
on your earnings and you 
could choose to suspend 
your benefit payments 
and earn Delayed Retire-
ment Credits (DRCs) to get 
a higher monthly benefit. 
Also at your FRA, if SSA 
withheld any of your bene-
fits because you exceeded 
the earnings limit before 
reaching your FRA, you 
would get time credit for 
the number of months your 
benefits were withheld.  
Essentially, they would ad-
vance your benefit-start 
month by the number of 
months your benefits were 
withheld, yielding a slightly 
higher monthly amount af-
ter your FRA.  

Finally, it’s important 
to know that the contri-
butions you made to So-
cial Security from payroll 
taxes (FICA/SECA) over 
your lifetime are not what 
determines your monthly 
SS benefit amount. Your 
monthly SS benefit is based 
on two main factors: a) your 
average monthly earnings 
(indexed for inflation) for 
the highest earning 35 years 
over your lifetime as report-
ed to the IRS, and b) the age 
at which you claim your SS 
benefits. 

Your contributions to 
Social Security while work-
ing only provide you with 
eligibility to collect SS bene-
fits; the contributions aren’t 
put into a separate account 
for you and are not used to 
calculate your monthly SS 
benefit.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Brown thrasher

in my

By Ellenor Downer

A Western Massachu-
setts resident spotted 
this brown thrasher 

in the Berkshire foothills.
Sometimes they visit 

feeders like the one in the at-
tached photo. Brown thrash-
ers blend in with their sur-
rounding and are tricky to 
spot. 

They are fairly large, slen-
der songbirds with long pro-
portions: the legs are long 
and sturdy, the bill is long 
and slightly down curved 
and the tail is long. 

They often cock the tail 
upward in the manner of 
wrens. A bright yellow eye, 

gray brown face and black 
and white wings bars are 
other identifying features. 

Thrashers are reddish 
brown on the head, back, tail 
and wings. They have a white 
breast and belly with darker 
speckling. 

They are 9.1 to 11.8 inches 
long or slightly smaller than 
a blue jay. The brown thrash-
er is the only thrasher spe-
cies found east of Texas.

Thrashers have one of the 
largest repertoires of any 
North American songbird 
over 1,000 different songs. 
Since they rarely venture 
far from thick undergrowth, 

there singing give their lo-
cation away especially when 
perched in a treetop or 
shrubs.

Their songs are a com-
plex string of many musical 
phrases, many copied from 

other birds’ songs with each 
phrase typically sung twice. 
They also make a distinctive, 
harsh” tsuck” note.

They imitate other birds 
including Chuck-will’s-wid-
ows, wood thrushes and 
northern flickers.

Both males and females 
incubate the eggs and feed 
the young. Nestlings some-
times leave the nest fully 
feathered within nine days of 
hatching, earlier than either 
of their smaller relatives, the 
northern mockingbird and 
gray catbird. 

An aggressive defender of 
its nest, the Brown Thrash-
er is known to strike people 
and dogs hard enough to 
draw blood.

Shrubby habitats are pop-
ular hideouts for nest pred-
ators, which may explain 
why the thrashers fledge so 
quickly for birds of their size. 

BIRDS   ❙   page 8
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Nurse advocate advises on care at home after the hospital

It’s usually good news 
when the doctor says 
you or a loved one can 

come home from the hos-
pital. Sometimes, though, 
it’s a mixed blessing.

Hospital discharge 
sometimes means that 
further hospital care won’t 
improve someone’s health 
condition, and the hospi-
tal is eager to get someone 
else in that bed. People are 
discharged faster these 
days, often with significant 
lingering health issues that 
have to be seen to.

In the hospital, there’s a 
staff of nurses, nurse aides, 
therapists and others to 
care for you or a loved 
one. When you get home, 
though, it’s just you and 
maybe a spouse or other 
family member. That’s why 
the home health industry 
is booming.

In 2020 (the most recent 
data available), approxi-
mately 3 million patients 
received home health care 
services in the U.S., often 
following a hospitalization 
or skilled nursing facility 
stay. They are being cared 
for by some 12,000 home 
health agencies, more than 
80 percent of which are 
for-profit companies.

Home health is some-
thing patient advocates 
know a lot about – and 
there’s a lot to know. Here 
are some of the things I’ve 
learned over my years as 

an RN and nurse advocate.
Prepare in advance 

if you can
A best-case scenario 

is that you know you’ll 
need some help when you 
get home. For every day 
you spend in a hospital, 
you lose a month of mus-
cle tone and mobility, so 
depending on how long 
you’ve been hospitalized, 
you may need considerable 
help.

Will you need a walk-
er or wheelchair? Shower 
chair? A first-floor sleep-
ing arrangement? A bed-
side commode? These 
are all things that can be 
planned for if you know 
they’re coming. Very often, 
hospitals have social work-
ers who help patients nav-
igate after-hospital care. 
Medicare has a thorough 
discharge planning guide 
on its website; search 
Medicare Publication No. 
11376 in your browser.

Other things to think 
about are trip hazards like 
small pets and throw rugs 
and having some ready-
made or frozen meals on 
hand. 

Arrange for help
 in advance, too

A spouse may be stand-
ing by, but they may need 
help themselves. Adult 
children, friends or neigh-
bors may be able to pitch 
in. If there’s no one you can 
call on for help – and more 

than 50 million Americans 
over 50 are aging on their 
own – it’s time to contact a 
home health agency. A pa-
tient advocate, who is like-
ly familiar with the home 
health landscape in your 
area, is a good resource 
and go-between.

  The cardinal rule is: 
Ask for assistance when 
you need it to avoid fur-
ther complications from 
falls, lack of nourishment 
or lapses in personal care. 

Understand 
what Medicare covers

Home health care 
spending grew at an annu-
al rate of more than 10% in 
2024 and shows no signs 
of slowing down. A signifi-
cant chunk of the spending 
in 2023 – $148 billion – was 
by Medicare. But Medicare 
doesn’t cover everything, 
so you may have out-of-
pocket expenses.

Medicare-covered home 
health services include 
skilled nursing care, phys-
ical therapy, occupational 
therapy and speech-lan-
guage pathology services 
when ordered by a doctor. 
Part-time or intermittent 
home health aide care is 
covered only if you’re also 
getting those services at 
home.

Skilled nursing care 
can include wound care, 
injections, nutrition ser-
vices and monitoring un-
stable health conditions. 
Medicare also covers du-
rable medical equipment 
when prescribed by a doc-
tor, such as beds, walkers, 
wheelchairs, pumps and 
oxygen.

Medicare doesn’t pay 
for 24-hour a day care, 
meal delivery, homemaker 
services or personal care 
services that help with 
bathing, dressing, groom-
ing, etc.

Questions to ask 
a home health agency
There are a zillion ques-

tions you could ask, but I 
think these are among the 

most important:
• How long has this 

agency been in business 
and is it licensed to per-
form home health care?

• Can you provide refer-
ences, or can I speak with 
previous clients?

• Do you accept long-
term care insurance, Medi-
care or Medicaid? If so, do 
you bill insurance, or do 
clients pay you and then 
file for reimbursement?

•  How do you recruit 
and select caregivers, and 
do you perform back-
ground checks?

• Are your caregivers 
employees or contractors? 
Are they bonded?

• Can I meet caregiver 
candidates and select the 
ones I want?

• What should I do if my 
caregiver doesn’t show up 
as scheduled?

• How often is the care 
plan reviewed?

•  How do I communi-
cate concerns and ques-
tions to you?

Research has found 
that patients who recover 
at home have better out-
comes, which is why the 
hospital-at-home move-
ment is growing. So if 
you’re going to be recuper-
ating at your place, don’t 
go it alone.

  Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, R.N., a registered nurse 
and board-certified patient 
advocate, is the founder of 
www.NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com, which trains 
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates.  A Monson, 
MA resident, she is the au-
thor of “How to Be a Health-
care Advocate for Yourself 
& Your Loved Ones” and 
her new book, “Advocating 
Well: Strategies for Find-
ing Strength and Under-
standing in Health Care,” 
available at Amazon.com.   
Contact her at Teri@Nur-
seAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone 
consultation

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Government 

lawyers
  4. The back of a 

person’s neck
  8. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese
 10. In a less flashy 

way
 11. Living room 

piece
 12. Shepherd dog
 13. A citizen of Iran
 15. Moved slowly
 16. Small finch
 17. Previously
 18. What a kid does 

on Halloween
 21. Monetary unit
 22. Using dry humor
 23. Ocean

 24. Greek goddess of 
the dawn

 25. Not close
 26. NHL legend 

Bobby
 27. A ballplayer 

would love to do 
this

 34. Charity
 35. City in Finland
 36. Loomed over
 37. Vaccine 

developer
 38. Avoids capture
 39. We all need it
 40. Openwork fabrics
 41. Get away
 42. Something you 

might hit
 43. Soviet Socialist 

Republic

CLUES DOWN
  1. Abstain from
  2. Admirer
  3. Expedition to 

observe animals
  4. Act that is 

legally void
  5. WW2 

combatants
  6. A tool
  7. Looked at
  9. Showing wild 

excitement
 10. Banknotes
 12. Tired
 14. Printers need it
 15. Women’s 

patriotic group
 17. When you 

anticipate getting 
somewhere

 19. Functions
 20. Breed of sheep
 23. Mocking pieces
 24. A major division 

of geological time
 25. Andiron
 26. Many not ands
 27. Cuban city
 28. He voiced 

“Olaf”
 29. Criticize
 30. “Thundercats” 

character
 31. Markings
 32. Gets up
 33. MLB lefty 

reliever A.J.
 34. An assembly of 

witches
 36. High energy 

lasers (abbr.)
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your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

From Custom Design 
Landscaping And Hardscapes 

To Dumpster Rentals and More – 
WE DO IT ALL!

Full Landscape Service Specializing In: 
Hardscapes Brick Paver 

and Patio & Retaining Walls
 Lawn Maintenance 
 Roll-Off Dumpsters: 

10 Yard, 15 Yard and 20 Yard
 Mulch & Stone

Spring and Fall Cleanups

Agawam, MA
(413) 786-4392 • zymrozinc.com

Landscape Experts Serving Western MA and Northern CT

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

The buzzworthy sub-
ject on social media during 
the past week has been the 
controversy surrounding 
Agawam High School soft-
ball’s disqualification from 
the Western Mass. Class A 
championship game should 
they be victorious in the 
semifinals.

I’m going to break down 
a few of the issues on this 
issue, which is featured on 
the front page of this week’s 
Agawam Advertiser News.

First and foremost, the 
punishment absolutely does 
not fit the crime. A very sim-
ple, honest, clerical mistake 
is the cause of this. It was an 
error on data entry that the 
Athletic Department has 
taken full transparent re-
sponsibility for. So a simple 
clerical error that occurred 
two months ago is punish-
able by telling more than a 
dozen student-athletes they 
have worked hard all sea-
son long that they cannot 
go after a championship 
because another person, 
who is not them, had a very 
small oversight. Completely 
wrong and sends a horrible 
message to young people 
who spend 5 to 6 days a 
week practicing and work-
ing hard to improve, playing 
in games, traveling, balanc-
ing their school work, and 
that is their consequence. 
Completely unfair and com-
pletely unjustified. 

The second issue is that 
the Massachusetts Inter-
scholastic Athletic Associ-
ation is placing incredibly 
harsh consequences that 
are negatively affecting 
hard-working student-ath-
letes who have absolutely 
nothing to do with filling 
out forms, putting games 
on the Arbiter website, and 
any other clerical respon-
sibilities the athletic ad-
ministration has. Now, ac-
countability is important, 
for sure, but its on the MIAA 
to come up with a propor-
tional consequence when 
an administrator makes an 
error. Punishing kids for 
adult mistakes should not 
ever be that consequence. It 
might be hard, but that’s on 
the MIAA to come up with 
a more appropriate conse-
quence that sends the right 
message to athletic depart-

ments, but leaves the kids 
out of it.

Now, I’d like to shift focus 
to this community.

It is great that Mayor 
Christopher Johnson, State 
Sen. John Velis, and State 
Nicholas Boldyga all wrote 
letters of support and that 
many members of the com-
munity turned out to the 
Western Mass. quarterfi-
nals to support the team. 
Supporting these young 
women is great. The posi-
tivity is great because they 
don’t deserve what their 
current situation is.

What is not helpful is 
some of the online nega-
tivity being thrown at the 
athletic administration, 
which has been nothing 
but upfront, transparent, 
and especially apologetic 
for this. If you look on the 
Arbiter website, all of Aga-
wam’s contests and ros-
ters are properly filled in 
consistently by the athletic 
department. As sports ed-
itor at Turley Publications, 
which covers sports at 17 
high schools including Aga-
wam, the athletic adminis-
tration is exemplary in their 
updates of the Arbiter web-
site as well as completing 
schedules and team rosters. 
Several schools never fill in 
their team rosters.

What occurred was 
nothing more than a mis-
take. Mistakes happen. And 
the administration feels ter-
rible and takes it both seri-
ously and to heart. And calls 
for “action” to be taken or a 
resignation or firing to take 
place are both short-sight-
ed and completely ridicu-
lous. And I would challenge 
anyone who has never erred 
before to say why you make 
such a claim. A little bit of 
perspective is really needed 
in this situation. It sends a 
better message to the stu-
dent-athletes on how you 
handle these situations.

I’m pulling for the soft-
ball team to be able to take 
part in the finals, just like 
everyone else. Please keep 
sending positivity their way.

Do you have a take on 
this issue. Please send a 
letter to the editor at aan@
turley.com.

The opinions expressed in 
this column are that of the 
writer and is not the stance 
of the Agawam Advertiser 
News.

Punishment surely 
does not fit ‘the crime’

Guest ColumnEditorial

Subscribe online to the
Agawam Advertiser News: 

agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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Brayden Federico makes a centering pass.

LACROSSE

SPORTS
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Brownies offense 
keeps shining

BELCHERTOWN – Last 
Friday evening, Agawam High 
School boys lacrosse contin-
ue its trend of high-scoring 
games as they defeated host 
Belchertown 16-6 to improve 
to 11-3 on the regular season. 

The Brownies had one 
game left in the regular sea-
son as they were scheduled for 
face Pope Francis. Agawam 
will then likely have a spot in 

the Western 
Mass. tour-
n a m e n t 
before par-
ticipating 
in the Di-
vision 2 
state tour-
n a m e n t 
the follow-
ing week.

Brownies baseball team draws 
first round playoff matchup

AGAWAM – Last Monday 
afternoon, the Agawam High 
School baseball team closed 
out the regular season with 
a tough loss against Belcher-
town High School. 

The Orioles defeated Aga-
wam 8-4 thanks to five runs 
in the middle innings to 
break a 3-3 tie.

Agawam was led by Cole 
Ingham with two hits. Aiden 
Lavelle had a hit and two RBI. 
Agawam baseball finishes 
the regular season with a 5-11 
record. While they made the 
Western Mass. tournament, 
the Brownies are too far out 
of the top 32 in Division 2 to 
make the state tournament.

Volleyball 
completes 
regular 
season

AGAWAM – Last Friday eve-
ning, Agawam High School boys 
volleyball completed the regu-
lar season with a 3-0 win over 
Milford High School. Chase Ger-
ani and Tim Karcha had 10 kills 
each while Elijah Ramos had 
17 assists. Agawam finishes the 
regular season at 13-5 and en-
tered the Western Mass. tourna-
ment earlier this week, drawing 
a semifinal matchup with Chi-
copee Comprehensive.

Justin Lareau fights for a loose ball.	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Above, Jacob 
Nesen gets an 

easy bump. 
Right, Jason 
Mihalicenco 
goes for the 

block.

David Zhmaidziak gets a set from the back line.

Michael Lumkoski sets near the 
net.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Liam Grealis looks for the open teammate.

Casey Thomas passes 
the ball away.

Jason LaRocque makes a pick-up on defense.

Brayden 
Martin 

receives the 
high pass.

VOLLEYBALL

BASEBALL

Elijah Ramos sends a hit 
over the net.

Tim Karcha 
gets a big 
serve away.
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VOLLEYBALL

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Since joining 
USL League Two in 2019, 
the Western Mass. Pioneers 
have qualified for the league 
playoffs each season. A new 
group of Pioneers players 
are hoping to continue the 
postseason tradition this 
spring.

In front of a large crowd at 
historic Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow, the Pioneers began 
the 2026 campaign with a 4-2 
victory over the Albany Rush, 
last Friday night. 

“Most of the players on 
last year’s team graduated 
from college, so we do have 
a lot of first-year players this 
season,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. “I 
thought we played well in 
tonight’s game. We had a lot 
of opportunities, especially 
in the first half.”

The Pioneers posted a 10-
1-3 regular season record a 
year ago. They lost to FC Mo-
town STA, 2-1, in the Eastern 
Conference quarterfinals.

A couple of the Pioneers 
players from last year’s squad 
have signed with profession-
al soccer teams.

“It’s really nice to see your 
players playing soccer at a 
high level,” said Molinari, 
who’s been leading the Pio-
neers since 2012. “That’s our 
main goal every year.”

One of the local players 
listed on the 2026 Pioneers 
roster is Thomas Wadas, 
who’s played soccer for the 
Ludlow Lions and is cur-
rently a member of the UMa-
ss-Amherst men’s soccer 
team. 

Wadas has been listed on 
the Pioneers roster for the 
past several years. He made 
his first start for the Pioneers 
in the season opening match. 

“I used to watch the Pio-
neers games from the stands, 
so I’ve been looking forward 
to this moment for a long 
time,” said Wadas, who’s a 
midfielder. “Being a start-
er in the season opener is a 
very special thing to me. We 
played hard for the whole 90 
minutes of tonight’s game. 
When we come together as 
a cohesive team, we can look 
forward to another strong 
season.  Anything less than 
making the playoffs seems 
like a failure.”

Wadas was a starter in 
ten of the 15 games that he 

played in for the Minutemen 
as a freshman last fall. He fin-
ished the 2025 season with 
two goals and three assists.

“It was a big adjustment 
going from the high school 
level to the collegiate level,” 
Wadas said. “All of the play-
ers are bigger and stronger in 
college. The game is also a lot 
more physical. I’m just glad 
that I was able to contribute 
as a freshman. Playing for the 
Pioneers is only going to help 
me prepare for my sopho-
more season at UMass.”

A first-year player mem-
ber of the Pioneers is Michael 
Gouvin, who’s from Monson. 
His older sister, Laura, played 
for the New England Mutiny 
several years ago.

Gouvin, who comes from 
a soccer family, attended 
Avon Old Farms before play-
ing two seasons for the men’s 
soccer team at the University 
of New Hampshire. He decid-
ed to transfer to Bentley Uni-
versity before the start of last 
season.

“I used to play youth soc-
cer games on this field. It 
feels awesome to be back 
here playing again,” said 
Gouvin, who’s a starting de-
fender. “I’ve never played a 
game in this type of environ-
ment before. Winning our 
first game of the season feels 
incredible.”

The Pioneers have won ev-

ery match that they’ve played 
against the Rush since 2022. 
They outscored them. 11-0, 
in both matches last season. 

Prior to the start of the 
match, third grader Brooke 
Lamothe did an outstanding 
job of performing the Nation-
al Anthem.

The Rush ended their 
scoreless spell against the 
Pioneers when Lucas Horja 
fired a shot into the back of 
the net past Western Mass. 
goalie Ben Alexander for an 
unassisted goal during the 
11th minute of the opening 
half.

The Pioneers quickly took 
over the momentum.

The home side had five 
corner kicks before scoring 
the equalizer in the 37th 

minute. 
An Albany player fouled 

Wadas, which gave the Pi-
oneers a free kick. Pearse 
O’Brien booted the ball into 
the box and Matiwos Rumley 
managed to score the tying 
goal.

Two minutes later, an Al-
bany player fouled O’Brien 
inside the box resulting in a 
penalty kick.

O’Brien, who’s from West 
Hartford Conn., stepped up 
to the spot and lined a shot 
into the back of the net giv-
ing the Pioneers the lead for 
the first time.

Horja scored the tying 
goal nine minutes into the 
second half.

Five minutes later, Gouvin 
sent a pass into the box from 
the right wing where Felipe 

De Andrade, who had just 
entered the match as a sub, 
headed the ball into the net.

“I saw that Felipe was 
open and I just sent him the 
ball,” Gouvin said. “It was a 
perfect play. My main goal 
in every game is to make an 
impact.” 

The duo of Alfred Baafi 
and Martin Echarren, who 
also came off the bench, 
hooked up on the Pioneers 
final goal during the 82nd 
minute. Echarren flicked a 
shot into the net for his first 
goal as a Pioneers player.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to play a road game 
against the Seacoast United 
Phantoms on Wednesday 
night before returning home 
to face NEFC at 7:30 on Sat-
urday night. 

Jaiden Williams, of Belchertown, 
competes with an opponent.

Pearse O’Brien advances the ball.

Fernando Delgado dribbles up 
the field.

Michael Gouvin, of Monson, sends a pass 
away.

Racing season opens up 
at Stafford Speedway

STAFFORD SPRINGS, 
CT – Stafford Speedway 
returned to action with its 
first Friday night weekly rac-
ing program of the 2026 sea-
son on Friday, May 8.   Fea-
ture winners on the night 
included Keith Rocco in the 
SK Modified feature, Adam 
Gray in the Late Model fea-
ture, Robert Bloxsom, III in 
the SK Light feature, Gary 
Patnode in the Limited Late 
Model feature, and Brandon 
Warren in the Street Stock 
feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modi-
fied® feature, Troy Talman 
took the lead at the drop of 
the green flag with Dylan 
Kopec, Keith Rocco, Dylan 
Izzo, and Matt Vassar all 
lined up behind him.  Kopec 
took the lead from Talman 
coming out of turn 4 on lap-
3 before the caution came 
out for Chase Cook, who 
spun and came to a stop in 
turn 2.

Talman took the lead 
back on the restart with Ko-
pec in second.   Rocco and 
Izzo were side by side for a 
lap fighting for third placed 
before Izzo got loose in 

turn 2 and slid back sever-
al spots.   Vassar was fourth 
with Mikey Flynn in fifth.   
Flynn took foruth from Vas-
sar on lap-6 while Kopec 
took the lead before sur-
rendering the lead to Rocco 
on lap-9.   Talman was now 
third behind Rocco and Ko-
pec with Flynn fourth and 
Glen Reen up to fifth.

Marcello Rufrano was on 
the charge as he took fourth 
place from Talman on lap-
12 as Rocco continued to 
lead Kopec and Flynn.   An-
thony Flannery was now 
sixth with Reen, Alexander 
Pearl, Izzo, and Jon Puleo 
making up the top-10.   Ru-
frano charged his way past 
Flynn on lap-15 to move 
into third and now he was 
challenging Kopec for sec-
ond place.

Rufrano took second 
from Kopec on lap-19 and 
now set his sights on Roc-
co in the lead.   The caution 
flew with 24 laps complete 
as Meghan Fuller spun in 
turn 2 with Chase Cook.   
Cook was black flagged by 
Stafford officials for making 
contact with Fuller.

Rocco took the lead back 
under green with Rufrano 
taking second.   Kopec was 
third with Flannery fourth 
and Flynn fifth.   Pearl was 
sixth with Izzo, Talman, Mi-
chael Christopher, Jr. and 
Puleo making up the top-
10.  Rufrano nearly took the 
lead from Rocco on lap-28, 
but Rocco was able to fend 
off his challenge.   With five 
laps to go Rocco was still 
leading Rufrano with Ko-
pec, Flannery, and Pearl 
making up the top-5.

Rocco led Rufrano to the 
checkered flag to pick up his 
first win of the 2026 season.  
Kopec finished third with 
Flannery and Pearl round-
ing out the top-5.  Following 
post-race inspection, the 
car of Kopec failed to meet 
the minimum ride height 
requirement and the car 
of Flannery exceeded the 
maximum allowable left 
side weight and both cars 
were disqualified from the 
feature finish.   This moves 
Pearl into third with Chris-
topher and Flynn rounding 
out the new top-5 behind 
Rocco and Rufrano.

T-Birds steal Game 2 over the Penguins
WILKES-BARRE, PA – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds 
authored one of the most re-
markable comebacks in team 
history, storming back from 
three behind to shock the Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton Penguins 
in overtime, 4-3,  on Thurs-
day  night in Game 2 of the 
Atlantic Division Finals inside 
Mohegan Arena at Casey Pla-
za. With the win, Springfield 
evened the series at one win 
apiece and stole home ice ad-
vantage.

The Penguins’ newest of-
fensive weapon again proved 
to be a thorn in the T-Birds’ 
sides at the 8:42 mark of the 
first. With Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton operating on its first 
power play of Game 2, Bill 
Zonnon parked himself just 
outside Georgii Romanov’s 
goal crease and deflected a 
Mikhail Ilyin shot behind the 
Springfield goalie to make it a 
1-0 Penguins lead. 

Romanov was the far busier 
netminder in the first 20 min-
utes, with the Penguins heftily 
outshooting the T-Birds 14-4 
in the frame, but the Spring-
field goalie continued his stel-
lar work to keep the deficit at 
just a single goal heading into 
intermission. Sergei Murashov 
had little work to do in the first 
himself, needing to stop just 
four Springfield attempts.

Springfield’s deficit grew 
almost instantaneously in 
the middle period, when Ilyin 
freed up a loose puck in the 
right circle, allowing Tristan 
Broz to rip it home just 16 sec-
onds into the second, making 
it 2-0.

Springfield’s power play 
received two chances to try to 
take a bite out of the two-goal 
hole, but Murashov and the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton penal-
ty kill answered the bell with 
successive dispatchings.

Then it was the Penguins’ 
turn to return to the power 
play late in the period, and 
Avery Hayes made no mistake, 
taking a cross-ice setup from 
Rutger McGroarty and whip-
ping a forehander past Roma-
nov’s blocker at 18:16. 

The Penguins began the fi-
nal period with another power 
play and a chance to put the 
T-Birds away. Instead, Spring-
field began their comeback for 
the ages when Hugh McGing 
rifled home a one-timer, short-
handed, past Murashov just 
55 seconds into the period to 
make it 3-1. 

Springfield tilted the ice 
heavily in their favor for the 
entirety of the final period, 
unleashing 20 shots in 20 
minutes on Murashov. Still, it 
would take the T-Birds until 
the final four minutes to get 

closer when Dillon Dube de-
flected an Alek Kaskimaki at-
tempt behind Murashov with 
3:24 remaining to cut the mar-
gin to 3-2. 

The veteran forward was far 
from finished, as Dube picked 
up his second 6-on-5 goal 
with 1:50 remaining, parking 
himself off the right post and 
jabbing a loose puck behind a 
helpless Murashov following a 
Calle Rosen slapper to make it 
a 3-3 tie and force an improba-
ble overtime period. 

The T-Birds carried the 
overtime period as well, as 
the visitors finished the night 
with 31 of the game’s final 43 
shots on net. Finally, it was 
Akil Thomas who ended the 
festivities with a fortuitous 
bounce at 13:44 of the over-
time. Thomas was spilled on a 
breakaway down the slot area, 
but still got a shot away that 
rocketed off the end boards, 
careened back to the net front, 
bounced off Murashov’s back, 
and squeaked across the line 
to win it for Springfield. 

The magical third period 
and overtime marked Spring-
field’s largest third period 
comeback win in their post-
season history. Romanov im-
proved to 6-2 in his postseason 
run, making 39 saves in the 
win. Murashov finished with 
41 stops for the Penguins.

SportsSports

Pioneers get 2026 campaign underway with win
SOCCER

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Thomas Wadas, of Ludlow, is new to the Pioneers this season.

Sam Montalto looks to pass.

“It’s really nice to see your players 
playing soccer at a high level. 

That’s our main goal every year.”
– Pioneers head coach Federico Molinari
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
HARMON PELLET STOVE MODEL 
XXV. Like new condition, dark maroon 
enamel. $2750. 413-848-2298.

TAG SALE
BARN SALE

Goss Hill Road, Worthington. 
Fri., May 22-Sat., May 23

9am-5pm. Many vintage items, prints, 
collectibles, small furniture and quilts.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. 

Fully insured. All work fully guaranteed. 
Free estimates. Lic. #14960A. 

413-533-8867

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming, 

pruning, design, deliveries, 
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional. 

Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP GRINDING
AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING

 Fast, dependable service. 
Free estimates. Fully insured.

 Call Joe Sablack 
413-436-9821, Cell 413-537-7994

 

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 

LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE-OUTS, 
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. 

BRIMFIELD  – (413)374-1880

HELP WANTED: 
PAINTING, CLEAN-UP. 
413-297-1513, LES.

HOUSE CLEANER
POSITION AVAILABLE! 

Established company, flexible schedule, 
competitive wages, supportive team, re-
spectful clients! Work around college class-
es or meeting the bus! Call today to see if 
we are the right fit for you! We are eager to 
have you join our Team! 

413-267-4297 or 413-695-8087.

LABORERS AND HEAVY
 EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 

Positions available with local work. Proper 
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate 
with  experience. Transportation required.

Email: 
bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com 

with your resume and for more information.

FOR RENT
15 MAPLE ST., BROOKFIELD. 
Available June 1. Unit 2, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
fenced yard, washer/dryer/dishwasher. 
Country style kitchen cabinets, quiet lo-
cation. $1500/mo. First/last/security. Good 
credit 700+. 
Stone Group Realty 774-262-6667.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WALES: SECOND FLOOR ROOM 
RENTAL. $750 per week, no pets, no vis-
itors, non-smokers. Lease month to month. 
References required. First/last. 508-344-
0732.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

(413) 687-5552

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

Legal Notice
The Agawam Zoning Board 

of Appeals will conduct a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, June 
8, 2026 at 6:30PM for all par-
ties interested in the request of 
Joseph J Davis who is seeking 
a Variance from the Town of 
Agawam’s Zoning Ordinance, 
Ch.180-27 to allow a buildable 
lot with less than the required 
frontage at the premises identi-
fied as Lot #0, North Street. 
Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

05/21, 05/28/2026

Agawam 
Conservation Commission 

LEGAL AD
The Agawam Conservation 

Commission will meet on Thurs-
day, May 28, 2026 at 6:00PM at 
the Agawam Senior Center, 954 
Main St, Agawam, Ma. The pur-
pose of this meeting will be to 
hear the Request for Determina-
tion of Applicability of Dargie 
for property located on 15 Two-
If-By St.

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

Agawam Conservation 
Commission

05/21/2026

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

Legal Notice
The Agawam Zoning Board 

of Appeals will conduct a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, June 8, 
2026 at 7PM for all parties in-
terested in the request of Vadim 
Solokhin who is seeking a Spe-
cial Permit from the Town of 
Agawam’s Zoning Ordinance, 
Ch.180-37 (B) and 180-8.1 to 
allow for the keeping of hens 
at the premises identified as 32 
Marlene Dr. 
Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

05/21, 05/28/2026

Agawam 
Conservation Commission 

LEGAL AD
The Agawam Conserva-

tion Commission will meet on 
Thursday, May 28, 2026 at 
6:05PM at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main St, Agawam, 
Ma. The purpose of this meeting 
will be to hear the Request for 

Determination of Applicability 
of Tirone for property located on 
130 South Westfield Street

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

Agawam Conservation 
Commission

05/21/2026
PUBLIC AUCTION

The Salt Lake County Consta-
ble’s Office will sell to the high-
est qualified bidder in public, 
the property described below, on 
6/2/2026 at 10:00 am (Moun-
tain) at the following location: 
The courthouse front steps of 
the Third District Court, 8080 
S Redwood Road, West Jordan, 
UT 84088.  The opening bid, 
by the Lender / Secured Party, 
will be $1,000.00 or such other 
amount Lender / Secured Party 
deems sufficient and appropriate. 
Winning bidder must pay non-re-
fundable deposit of $5,000.00 in 
the form of certified funds (bank 
cashier’s check/money order), 
payable to Lender: DHM In-
dustries, Inc., with remainder of 
sale proceeds paid by electronic 
funds transfer (EFT) or wire on 
or before 6/3/2026 at 2:00 pm 
(Mountain).  Upon such sale, 
you will no longer have any 
right to the property sold and the 
proceeds from such sale will be 
used to reduce the obligations 
owed to the lender and secured 
creditor DHM Industries, Inc. 
until such obligations have been 
satisfied in full. You may request 
information or accounting by 
calling or sending an email to 
Spencer Macdonald, 801-709-
1824, spencer@dohardmoney.
com, attorney for the Lender. The 
property to be sold is: All rights, 
titles and interests in and to the 
limited liability company mem-
bership interests in: 171 OAK 
STREET INDUSTRIES, LLC, 
held by debtor and all proceeds 
therefrom. The limited liability 
company 171 OAK STREET IN-
DUSTRIES, LLC, owns the real 
property located at:  171 OAK 
STREET, EAST HARTFORD, 
CT 06118.
05/14, 05/21/2026

Legal Ad
Agawam 

Conservation Commission
The Agawam Conservation 

Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, May 28, 
2026 at 6:10 PM at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of 

this hearing will be to hear the 
Notice of Intent Application of 
O’Malley for work to be per-
formed at 365 Main St, subject 
to the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act.

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

Agawam 
Conservation Commission

05/21/2026

Legal Notice
Town of Agawam

The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, June 4, 2026 at 
6:00pm and the Agawam City 
Council will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, June 15, 2026 
at 7:00pm, both in the Veterans 
Hall at the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter, 954 Main Street, Agawam, 
MA. The purpose of these hear-
ings will be to hear the petition 
of Chanda Care, Inc for a zone 
change request for 430 North 
West Street from Business B to 
Residence A-2. City Council’s 
public hearing will be lives-
treamed on the Town of Aga-
wam’s website at www.agawam.
ma.us and will also be televised 
on Cable Access Channel 15 or 
Channel 1074. Copies of the 
proposed zone change can be 
obtained from the Planning De-
partment between the hours of 
7:30am and 3:30pm at the Aga-
wam DPW, 1000 Suffield Street, 
Agawam, MA or by emailing 
the Office of the City Clerk for 
an electronic copy at vgioscia@
agawam.ma.us

By Order Of:
Violet Baldwin, Chair
Agawam Planning Board
Anthony Russo, President
Agawam City Council

05/21, 05/28/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P1002EA
Estate of: 

Lindelee Ann Davis 
Also Known As: 

Lindelee A. Davis 
Date of Death: March 9, 2026 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Matthew Da-
vis of Granby, VT. 

 Matthew Davis of Granby, 
VT has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
05/21/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P0948EA

Estate of: 
Susan A O’Hare 
Also known as: 

Susan A Gosselin 
Date of Death: 04/04/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Gerry Gosselin of 
South Hadley MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Gerry Gosselin of South Had-
ley MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 

Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 06/02/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 04, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

05/21/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD25P2435PM
In the matter of:
Olivia Jane Rudd 

Of: Feeding Hills, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER 
PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 

Brian Rudd of Feeding 
Hills, MA

Samantha Rudd of Feeding 
Hills, MA

in the above captioned matter 
alleging that Olivia Jane Rudd 
is in need of a Conservator or 
other protective order and 
requesting that 

Brian Rudd of Feeding 
Hills, MA

Samantha Rudd of Feeding 
Hills, MA 

( o r  s o m e  o t h e r  s u i t -
able person) be appointed as 
Conservator to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate.  
The petition is on file with this 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
06/09/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon.  Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 04, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/21/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Brown Thrashers are the larg-
est common host of parasitic 
brown-headed cowbirds. 

The oldest Brown Thrash-
er on record was at least 10 
years, 11 months old. It was 
found in Florida in 1978 
where it was banded in 1967.

Rose-breasted grosbeak
A Worthington resident 

saw a rose-breasted grosbeak 
showed up at his feeder ear-
lier than usual on May 1. He 
said they always arrive the 
first week of May. Last year it 
was not until May 7.

Belchertown birds
A Belchertown resident 

sent an email reporting birds 
seen and heard on his prop-
erty. They included Balti-
more oriole, grey catbirds, a 
Blackburnian warbler in the 
maple tree, and he heard, but 
not seen, a northern parula. 
He also has a pair of eastern 
phoebes nesting under an 
eave of the house.

At nearby Lake Wallace, 

he took photos of yellow 
warblers and a green heron 
catching fish. 

Red-shouldered hawk
A Montgomery resident 

saw a red-shouldered hawk 
recently.

Nesting sparrows
A Belchertown resident 

said she had sparrows us-
ing a nest box in her yard. 
She found a few of their ba-
bies on the ground.At first, I 
thought something got into 
the nest, but today a found 
another one. I think the 
nestling had died and the 
parents got them out. She 
said she may remove the 
nest box and replace it with 
a new one in case the spar-
rows succumbed to disease.

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield resident said 

he put up the humming bird 
feeders in late April when 
he learned of a ruby-throat-
ed hummingbird in Ware.  
A couple days later he had 
an adult male ruby-throat-
ed hummingbird and a few 

days later he saw a female. 
He said, “One each gray 

catbirds, male Baltimore ori-
ole and males rose-breasted 
grosbeak showed up last 
week. This week a second 
male oriole and two more 
grosbeaks show up, another 
male and a female. He also 
has a male eastern towhee 
in his yard. He said, “A cou-
ple of years ago we had two 
male towhees in the yard 
and one spent the summer 
attacking its reflection in 

the many windows despite 
best efforts to dissuade it.” 

He said elsewhere, in 
Warren on South Street 
there are three occupied 
great blue heron nest and 
two others he was not sure 
if they were being used. 
The osprey pair has been 
around for awhile. The nest 
has gotten deeper over the 
years and on a recent visit 
he could only see the tail or 
maybe wing feathers barely 
showing above the nest. I 
think incubation has start-
ed, but can’t be sure.

He also has a male com-
mon yellowthroat and 
house wren in his yard.

He said, “House wrens 
have nested in nesting box-
ers in the yard several times 
and I saw feathers near the 
entrance hole on a box they 
have used before. The wrens 
have a habit of building false 
nests in a couple of boxes 
that hey never use.”

He also said, “A male yel-
low-bellied sapsucker spent 

some time on a native dog-
wood and today a sapsuck-
er, probably the same one, 
spent several hours tapping 
away at the same tree.”

Geese in a pavilion
On May 12, I drove by 

Camp Putnam in New 
Braintree and saw four 
geese under their pavilion 
near the pond. I see many 
Canada geese in fields or 
ponds, but I have never 

seen them in a pavilion.
Other birds

On May 8 I received an 
email reporting a scarlet 
tanager, grosbeaks and 
hummingbirds.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

BIRDS   ❚   from page 4

Red-shouldered hawk

OpinionOpinion

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Scarlet tanager



Page 10     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     May 21, 2026

Library announces new kids, teen activities available this month
AGAWAM – April show-

ers bring May flowers, which 
works beautifully for us at the 
Agawam Library, as we have 
just rolled out our brand new 
plant inspired logo.

We are also rolling out a 
slightly smaller program ros-
ter this month as we begin 
our Summer Reading Chal-
lenge preparations. 

Our Summer Reading 
Challenge will begin Monday, 
June 29 and go through Aug. 
8. 

During the Summer Read-
ing Challenge there will be 
lots of activities, games, and 
prizes to keep kids of all ages 
reading throughout the sum-
mer. But we still have some 
fun activities planned before 
that. 

Below is a listing of every-

thing that’s going on for kids 
& teens this month. Some 
events require registration. 
To register, call 413-789-1550 
ext. 3 or go to our website 
agawamlibrary.org.

Art and Stories - 
For ages 3 – 5

Tues. May 26 at 9:30 a.m. - 
Drop-in

Join us for a short story 
time followed by an art proj-
ect. We will explore simple 
art concepts and experiment 
with materials. Please wear 
clothing that can get messy! 

Baby Story Time - 
For birth – 18 mo. 

Thursday, May 28 at 9:30 a.m. 
- Drop-in 

Join us as we learn a lit-
tle American Sign Language, 
read stories, sing, & play to-
gether. 

Family Movie: Lilo & Stitch 
(2002) – For all ages

Thursday, May 21 at 6 p.m. – 
Drop-in

Join us for a showing of 
the original Lilo & Stitch film. 
Bring a small (not messy) pic-
nic to eat during the movie. 
We’ll have some snacks and 
coloring sheets available 
during the movie. 

Family Take and Make 
Crafts – For all ages 

First Day of the Week & Thurs-
days - While supplies last - 

Drop-in & pick up
A new Take & Make craft 

will be available the first day 
of each week and again on 
Thursdays. Butterfly Hand 
Puppet May 18 and 21: Con-
struction Site Scene May 26 
and 28: Robot Mask 

Grow, play and Learn - 

For Ages 0-2 at 9:30 am
 Ages 3-5 Wednesdays and 

Fridays at 10:30 a.m. 
- Drop-in. 

Stories, songs and skill 
building, led by an Early 
Childhood Developmental 
trained staff member, guid-
ing caregivers in strengthen-
ing interactions with their 
child. This program is provid-
ed by Pathways for Parents. 

Polymer Clay Crafting - 
For students in grades 5-6 

Wednesday, May 27 at 6 p.m. - 
Registration is required
Come craft small trinkets 

out of polymer clay! We’ll be 
able to bake it in our mini 
oven to set it for you.

Pre-K Pals - For ages 3 - 5 
This program is provided 
by Pathways for Parents. 

Mondays in May at 11 a.m. - 

Registration is required 
No class Monday, May 

25 Each week, we will focus 
on an area of development 
and provide fun activities to 
support your child to learn 
through play. 

Special Saturday Drop-in 
Craft: Dogs in Rain Gear 

Craft - For All Ages 
Saturday, May 30 All Day - 

While supplies last - 
Drop-in and pick up

These pups are playing in 
the rain. This craft kit fea-
tures two different designs 
that show images of dogs in 
colorful rain gear holding 
umbrellas and grinning while 
standing in the falling rain. 
Teen After School Drop-in 

- For grades 9-12
Every Monday the 

Agawam Public Schools 

are in session at 2 p.m.
Stop by the library after 

school and visit the Activi-
ty Room. Play our Nintendo 
Switch, try out the air hockey 
table, eat snacks, or just hang 
out. No registration neces-
sary. Note: there is no drop-in 
on Monday, May 25. 
Teen Take and Make Craft 

– For grades 7-12
Stop by the Teen Space to 

pick up a Take & Make Craft 
kit! They’ll be available until 
we run out of supplies. No 
registration necessary. 

Teen Trivia Thursday – 
For grades 7-12

Every Thursday the Agawam 
Public Schools are in session 

2 to 3:30 p.m.
Visit the Teen Space and 

answer a trivia question to 
get a small prize.

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

CALABRESECALABRESE
FARMSFARMS

257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rt. 57)
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

OUR OWN RHUBARB &ASPARAGUS 

Hanging Baskets & Mixed Containers
~ We Accept SNAP and HIP Benefits ~

     Vegetable Plants, 
 Annuals, Perennials, 
 Herbs, Strawberry Plants,

 Clematis Vines, Geraniums,
 Tomato Plants & Roses

Water Garden Plants

Family Owned & Operated For Over 70 Years

feel good. Because you were 
there for somebody who 
needed somebody’s ear to 
listen to them.” 

Smus explains that the 
benefits of joining the walk-
ing group don’t stop at get-
ting exercise but continue 
into meeting new people and 
learning more about the his-
tory of the town of Agawam.

Smus says the pace the 
group walks at varies de-
pending on how slow or fast 
the people joining the group 
that day wish to go. It var-
ies every day, as Smus and 
Scantlen take into consid-
eration everyone’s comfort 
throughout the walk. Smus 
then explains the schedule 

of the group and if she’d be 
open to walking at a different 
day or time, “I’ve offered that 
as well, but nobody’s really 
come forward to say that, 
yes, like for example Tuesday 
at 6 p.m. that works best for 
me. That would be open for 
Sue and I as well. We would 
be more than happy to, you 
know, add days in.” She also 
tells us she’d be willing to 
have the group walk at differ-
ent locations if a request was 
made.

Smus believes the walk-
ing group is not just a good 
idea for exercise but also to 
form friendships and con-
nections with others in the 
community, “People want 
to be amongst people. They 
want to be helpful. And that’s 

what life’s about. You got to 
fulfill yourself, but you want 
to also want to help others.”

Information about meet-
ing dates and times for the 
brand-new Sacred Heart 
Parish walking group can be 
found on their website. Or 
information about the walk-
ing group can also be found 
on the Agawam Forum. Any-
one looking to find a group 
to talk with and walk with is 
welcome to join the group, 
being a member of St. Mar-
tha’s Guild and Sacred Heart 
Parish is not a requirement. 
It’s clear that both Smus and 
Scantlen are dedicated to the 
community having a casual 
exercise space where every-
one is welcome and keeping 
a regular schedule.

WALKING   ❚   from page 1

the broader impact the de-
cision will have on the stu-
dent-athletes who commit-
ted themselves throughout 
the season and had no role 
in the administrative er-
ror. By all accounts, these 
young women have rep-
resented Agawam High 
School and our community 
with integrity, discipline, 
and sportsmanship, and 
they should not bear the 
full consequence of a mis-
take beyond their control,” 
Boldyga’s letter states.

Velis, in his letter to 
the MIAA, expressed the 

important of the Western 
Mass. tournament, some-
thing the region has tried 
to preserve since the MIAA 
went to a statewide-sanc-
tioned tournament instead 
of having four sectional 
tournaments. That change 
occurred in 2021.

Velis said the Western 
Mass. tournament is im-
portant to schools and the 
students.

“If this season is to end, 
let it end between the lines, 
on the pitcher’s mound and 
in the batter’s box, not be-
cause of a clerical error,” 
Velis said.

Johnson says the ath-

letic department accepted 
responsibility for the error, 
but believes the athletes 
should not be punished.

“The young women on 
the Agawam softball team 
represent the absolute of 
foundation of educational 
athletics,” Johnson stated. 
“They have worked tireless-
ly and competed with the 
highest level of sportsman-
ship. They did everything 
right. To disqualify  them 
from postseason conten-
tion over an administra-
tive error made by adults 
cuts against the very core 
of why high school sports 
exist.

SOFTBALL   ❚   from page 1
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SNHU announces 
Spring 2026 
President’s List

MANCHESTER, NH – It 
is with great pleasure that 
Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) congratu-
lates the following students 
on being named to the Spring 
2026 President’s List. The 
spring terms run from Janu-
ary to May.

Full-time undergraduate 
students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for the 
reporting term are named to 
the President’s List. Full-time 

status is achieved by earn-
ing 12 credits over each 16-
week term or paired 8-week 
terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

Elham Sayed
 Agawam

Connor Montagna
Feeding Hills

Madison Belmer
Feeding Hills
Sarah Gay 

Agawam

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam
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It’s Celebration Time!
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AND MUCH MORE! 
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Event Rental Needs

Student receives scholarship from Garden Club

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Agawam Garden Club Scholarship recipient, Tyler Saroglou, pictured with his parents and club member Luann Nowill.

COLLEGE NOTES

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Appeals are in process to allow Agawam to participate in the Western Mass. finals after a clerical 
error in scheduling led to the MIAA disqualifying Agawam from participating in the championship 
game if they win in the semifinals.
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