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Rumplik awarded STEM Teacher of the Year
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

AGAWAM – Superin-
tendent Sheila Martin and 
school committee mem-
bers recognized one of their 
own educators when it was 
announced one was recog-
nized at the STEM Summit 
at Gillette Stadium on May 
7, the Massachusetts STEM 
Teacher of the Year granting 
the winner a $5,000 grant to 
their respective school sys-
tem for STEM related uses. 
Martin announced saying, 
“I am super proud to an-
nounce Mrs. Tammy Rum-
plik is a co-winner of this 
award! We found out and 
I’d like to recognize her and 

this special honor, she’s also 
here to do her presentation 
with students and Principal 
Costanzi,” on May 13.

From the Agawam Public 
Schools Facebook, “The goal 
of the program is to recog-
nize and honor a Massachu-
setts STEM teacher making 
significant contributions to 
STEM education and to pro-
mote the impact that edu-
cator is making in the field. 
This year’s co-winner of 
STEM Teacher of the Year is 
Mrs. Tammy Rumplik, STEM 
teacher at Doering School. 
Mrs. Rumplik started her 
career in Agawam Public 
Schools as a paraprofession-
al in April 1997 and as a full-
time Teacher in September 
1999. She transferred from 

a science teacher at Grang-
er/Clark to STEM teacher at 
Doering in December 2021.” 

“It was a very exciting 
time, the last week or so has 
been a whirlwind! I was able 
to speak and present at the 
Massachusetts STEM Sum-
mit which was amazing. The 
co-winner was amazing as 
well and it was great to be 
part of that event, answer-
ing questions and being part 
of a panel. It felt really cool 
to have that recognition of 
what I do. I just love it,” said 
Rumplik.

Moving onto the grade K 
through 6 Science/STEAM 
Report 2025, Rumplik said 
they went to Boston for the 
Applied Learning Showcase, 
which is part of the Project 

Lead the Way, the curricu-
lum used for K through 6. 
“It’s real-life science learn-
ing that’s applied. It uses 
the philosophy: activities, 
projects, and problems. 
The kids are learning their 
content. They are doing 
activities, not just memo-
rization. Then they are do-
ing projects where they’re 
practicing their skills some 
more, and then they are 
solving real-world problems 
where they’re applying their 
knowledge,” said Rumplik. 

The presentation of 
PLTW (Project Lead the 
Way) Launch stated that 
they received an expansion 
grant for access to more 

ACAA host Sunshine Village
By Christina Gioscia

Correspondent

AGAWAM – At Agawam 
Public Library on May 14, 
club members and attend-
ees gathered for May’s Aga-
wam Community Artists 
and Artisans meeting. The 
club and Sunshine Village 
collaborated to create a 
welcoming atmosphere 
where all are encouraged 
to enjoy refreshments, chat 
with a fellow community 
member, or look at the art-
work on display. Sunshine 
Village has also organized 
a free raffle for one lucky 
winner to get a Sunshine 
Village beach towel. There 
is a fused glass piece on 
display, by Kathy Glists, it’s 
a beautiful bright red glass 
plate. 

Club President Ceil 

Rossi and Treasurer Karen 
Conkey touted the mission 
of the ACAA.

“Our association has a 
mission to bring art into 
the community, so we do 
a lot of different things. It’s 
not just about the artists in 
the room, it’s about getting 
other people that might 
not even know they’re art-
ists, but who love art, to 
experience it,” says Conkey.

“I wanted to showcase 
what else is out there be-
sides our art. Sunshine 
Village had their art here 
last month and I thought it 
was very impressive,” Rossi 
said.

Robin Fernandes and 
Carolyn Maloney, who are 
both on the Agawam Com-
munity Artists and Artisans 
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Tammy Rumplik recently was awarded the Massachusetts STEM Teacher of the Year.	 SUBMITTED PHOT0

CEO and President of Sunshine Village Gina Kos and Treasurer 
of Agawam Community Artists and Artisans Karen Conkey.
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displayed at Art ShowCreativityCreativity
By Christina Gioscia

Correspondent

AGAWAM - On May 15 
students, teachers, family 
members and friends gather 
in the school’s rotunda to cel-
ebrate the unique abilities of 
the Agawam High School art 
students. The students and 
AHS art teachers, Amber 
Waters, Rebecca Osborn and 
Dianna Decaro, have made a 
welcoming atmosphere for 
the AHS Spring Art Show, 
complete with the artwork 
of the students, cake for lat-
er and peaceful background 
music. 

We spoke to three AHS se-
niors who told us about their 
inspiration and artistic jour-
neys. Victoria Okyere talked 
about when she first got in-
terested in making art.

“Freshman year I took a 
class, it was fun and I start-
ed to take more,” she said. 
“Maybe, like, what you feel,”

Hannah Parker has been 
an artist since childhood 
and shares the feelings 
behind her beautiful art. 
“What I feel and comforts, 
and also my mom,” Parker 
said. “My mom is the inspi-
ration for the wooden pieces 
over there, they’re sculpted 
wood” 

Angelina Lavrenchuk has 
been into art since she was 

very young.
“I’ve been an artist since 

I could remember basically,” 
she said.

When asked what in-
spires her art she replied 
with, “Other people’s art and 
nature.”

Rebecca Osborn, is one of 
the art teachers at AHS. She 
said not having to verbalize 
their art is a big reason for 
their passion

“I think they enjoy it a lot 
because they don’t have to 
present it in a verbal way,” 
Osborn said. “It seems like 
a lot of the art type kids are 
a little shy, not always, some 
of them are very outgoing. 
But if they are a more shy 
kid, then this gives them an 
opportunity to show their 
stuff without having to feel 
like they have to talk about 
it, you know.” 

Osborn enjoys being able 
to guide students through 
they’re journey as artists and 
creative people. “It’s great. 
It’s my favorite thing,” Os-
born said. “I love to see stu-
dents find their own voice 
and then thrive, and it’s re-
ally fun to kind of help them 
along. It’s my favorite thing 
when they surpass me. I get 
to ask them for advice and 
then they’re teaching me, it 
should be like, you know, a 
back and forth,” 

Osborn said the origins of 
her becoming an art teacher 
came from a love of art in 
college

“Well, my first degree was 
in fine arts and then I went 
back for teaching,” said Os-
born. “The main reason I 

Above,  Agawam High 
School art students 
wearing they’re 
sculpture projects.

Left, Agawam High 
School senior, Hannah 
Parker’s innovative 
recycled road sign.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
CHRISTINA GIOSCIA
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Senior Center announces new upcoming activities
AGAWAM – The Agawam 

Senior Center will be holding 
the following activities and 
events in the coming weeks:

Chair Fit to Music
Mondays, May 26, 

June 2, 9, 16, 23
My name is Mary Ellen. 

I am a certified Level 1 Yo-
gaFit instructor. In addition, 
I completed an Exercise 
Design for Senior’s train-
ing. I am passionate about 
teaching fitness while using 
proper form and keeping it 
fun. The Chair Fit class will 
consist of cardio, weights, 
stretch bands, balls, bal-
ance, yoga… and music too! 
All levels of fitness are wel-
come. Cost for the class is $3.  
Classes started May 12 

**The class will be moving 
to Fridays beginning June 27 
in the Veterans Hall.**

Jewelry Making with 
Sandy

Tuesday, May 27 
from 5:30 to 7:15 p.m. 
in the Garden Room

We here at the Agawam 
Senior Center are so excited 
to offer Jewelry Making with 
Sandy. Sandy will bring all 
the materials you need and 
you bring your creativity. 
Cost for the class is $3 per 
person plus the cost of your 
supplies. Call Kristina at 
413.726.2836.

Manicures with Jane
Monday, June 2 
in Seminar Hall

Jane is a licensed nail 
specialist, who will give 
your fingernails that extra 
special attention and love 
they deserve. She is offering 
simple manicures that in-
clude clipping, filing, soak, 

massage of the hands and 
your choice of color. These 
appointments are 15 min-
utes each. The cost is $15 
per person. Call Kristina at 
413.726.2836 to book.

Caregivers Connect 
Dementia Caregiver 

Support Group
Tuesday, June 3 
from 6 to 7 p.m. 

in the Garden Room
Laurie Cecchi, OT, OTR, 

CAPS (Certified Aging in 
Place Specialist), CDCS 
(Certified Dementia Care 
Specialist) is a highly re-
spected dementia specialist 
with 35 years of experience 
in clinical practice. With a 
strong passion for improv-
ing the quality of life for 
individuals affected by de-
mentia.

During our support 

group this month we are ex-
cited to have Brenda Labbe 
from Greater Springfield Se-
nior Services join us to offer 
information on how their 
agency can support you and 
your family as well Join us to 
feel heard, supported, and 
uplifted as you navigate the 
complexities of caregiving 
and celebrate the moments 
of joy and connection with 
your loved ones. Caregivers 
Connect will meet the first 
Tuesday of the month from 
6-7 p.m. Hot Dogs, Beans, 
and Sauerkraut will be of-
fered by Director Cindy Sul-
livan starting at 4:30 in the 
Coffee Shop.

Monthly Ballroom Dance
Wednesday, June 4 

from 2 to 4 p.m. 
in Veteran’s Hall

Join Richie Mitnick for 

an afternoon of great tunes, 
dancing and snacks. Our 
monthly ballroom dance 
takes place in the Veteran’s 
Hall of the Senior Center 
from 2 to 4 p.m. We look for-
ward to you joining us.

AT&T Cyber Aware 
Online Safety Training 

For Seniors
Friday, June 6 at 12:45 p.m. 

in the Dining Room
AT&T tech experts will 

host a fun, interactive 
and informative training 
session about how older 
adults can stay safe in a 
digital world while taking 
full advantage of the latest 
connected technology and 
devices. They will discuss 
several topics, including: 
phone/online scams, fraud 
and robocalls; ways to pro-
tect yourself and your data; 

how to be a savvy wireless 
consumer; how best to uti-
lize apps, social media and 
more. Presenters will also 
discuss ways attendees can 
engage in national and local 
efforts and government pro-
grams that help to bridge 
the digital divide. This free 
event includes a short pre-
sentation and Q&A session, 
followed by AT&T tech ex-
perts helping individuals 
one-on-one with any techni-
cal questions, device issues 
or troubleshooting. This is 
not a sales event – the infor-
mation provided is univer-
sally applicable and AT&T 
employees will do their best 
to assist and answer ques-
tions from all participants 
regardless of their provid-
er. https://about.att.com/
pages/cyberaware   Register 
with Kristina.

Boy Scout bottle and 
can drive scheduled

AGAWAM – The com-
munity’s longest-running 
Scout group, Troop 82, 
will host a bottle and can 
drive from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon on Saturday May 
31 at Agawam Congrega-
tional Church located at 
745 Main Street, Agawam.   
Funds raised will support 
troop activities, training 

and gear.  
The troop runs pro-

grams year-round and ac-
cepts new members aged 
11-17 at any time during 
the year.  

Scouts are also offering 
donation pick up before 
May 31; email troop82aga-
wam@gmail.com to make 
arrangements.  

Chamber 
to host 
trivia event

WEST SPRINGFIELD – 
The West of the River Cham-
ber of Commerce invites you 
to participate in Chamber 
Trivia Night at the 99 Restau-
rant & Pub on Riverdale St. in 
West Springfield on Wednes-
day, May 28 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Join the chamber for a fun 
night of trivia and network-
ing. To register for the event, 
go to www.ourwrc.com.

Children story times 
announced for APL

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Public Library Chil-
dren’s Department an-
nounced the following 
story time events upcom-
ing for the month. Baby 
Story Time for ages birth 
through 18 months along 
with their caregivers will 
be offered Thursday, May 15 

and May 29 at 10 a.m. Tod-
dler time, for children age 
19 months to three-years-
old on Monday, May 12 at 
10 a.m. Art & Stories for 
children ages three to five 
are scheduled for Tuesday, 
May 13 and May 27 at 10 
a.m. For more information, 
contact the library.

Yoga class offered at Stanley Park
WESTFIELD – Yoga 

will be starting for the 
2025 season on Thursday 
evenings beginning May 8 
through Aug. 21 from 6 to 
7 p.m., on the Acre Lawn 
next to the Pavilion Annex.  
Please join certified in-
structor Michelle Gagnon, 
as she leads the yoga class-
es.  This class is for all lev-
els of yoga practitioners, 
and all abilities are wel-
come. The poses are foun-
dational, and modifica-
tions are always available. 

As a class we will harness 
the power of our breath in 
alignment with the move-
ment of our bodies. 

Children 10 and up are 
welcome accompanied by 
an adult. Please bring your 
own mat and any props as 
needed, wear comfortable 
and stretchy clothes. 

Prepare to strength-
en, stretch your body, and 
open your minds. Bring 
lots of water (you might 
also want a small towel). 
Pre-registration is strongly 

encouraged. 
Donations to the Park 

are welcome, with a sug-
gested donation of $5 per 
person per class.  

Registration forms are 
available on our website 
at www.stanleypark.org 
and will also be available 
at class. You may sign up 
on our website, by e-mail-
ing us for the registration 
form at development@
stanleypark.org, or regis-
ter at the Park at your first 
class. 

Fire Department conducting safety campaign
AGAWAM – The Agawam 

Fire Department, in coop-
eration with The American 
Red Cross, is conducting 
a home fire preparedness 
and safety campaign. Those 
who sign up and participate 
in the program will be visit-
ed by Agawam Firefighters 
who will install new smoke 
detectors and Carbon Mon-

oxide detectors in the home 
free of charge. To be eligi-
ble, participants must meet 
the following criteria:

• Must own your home. 
• Existing smoke detec-

tors must be battery oper-
ated. Hardwired detectors 
not eligible. 

• Current smoke alarms 
more than 10 years old or 

not present.
To participate, interest-

ed parties should sign up by 
going to https://agawam.
ma.us/smokedetectorsig-
nup or calling 413-726-
2885. 

The goal of the program 
is to increase fire safety 
awareness and improve 
fire detection capabilities. 

“Early detection is critical 
in a fire emergency, giving 
people the time they need 
to escape safely. Smoke de-
tectors are proven lifesav-
ers. Through this program, 
we hope to strengthen the 
safety of our community 
and help prevent future 
tragedies,” said Agawam 
Fire Chief Alan Sirois.

Subscribe or read 
the Agawam Advertiser News online: 

agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ........................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORKLOINS ...

USDA INSP. 
$186

lb

$188

lb

USDA INSP. SOMETHING NEW
CHULETA KAN KAN
PORK CHOPS .....................

$399

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

POLSKA KIELBASA 
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ 

$399
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN SUPEROR ON MAIN

BLACK & WHITE
CAKE COOKIES ..............................

77¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CENTER CUT
BEEF BACK RIBS ...............

$299
lb

ea

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

$464

$174
lb

USDA INSP. OUR IN STORE BAKERY
ALL VARIETIES

BROWNIES 6 PAK ALL VARITIES ........ ea
$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$777
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$299
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

TRI-COLOR 
CHEESE TORTELLINI 14 OZ BAG ..

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............$335

USDA INSP. 
KAYEM NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ...........

$919

$499
lb

$899
lb

ea

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ................$279

SALE DATES: 
5/22/25-5/28/25

Closed Memorial Day

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN STORE MADE

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1569

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$1999
ea

Honoring Our Local Heroes

GREAT ON THE GRILL

CALABRESECALABRESE
FARMSFARMS

257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rt. 57)
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

OUR OWN RHUBARB &ASPARAGUS 

Hanging Baskets & Mixed Containers
~ We Accept SNAP and HIP Benefits ~

     Vegetable Plants, 
 Annuals, Perennials, 
 Herbs, Strawberry Plants,

 Clematis Vines, Geraniums,
 Tomato Plants & Roses

Water Garden Plants

Family Owned & Operated For Over 70 Years

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

Veterans’ Council 
announces Memorial 
Day ceremony

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Senior Center is 
pleased to announce its 
ongoing weekly ping pong 
program, “Ping Pong with 
Jerry,” held every Thursday 
from 1 to 2 p.m.

Players of all skill levels 
are welcome to join this in-
clusive and engaging activ-
ity. “Whether you’re a be-
ginner looking to learn the 
basics or an experienced 
player wanting to maintain 
your skills, this program of-
fers a supportive environ-
ment for everyone.”, added 
Ping Pong host Jerry. 

Jerry has been an avid 
ping pong player for many 
years, and is an enthuastic 
player and teacher. 

“Ping Pong with Jerry” 

provides an excellent op-
portunity for physical ac-
tivity, social interaction, 
and friendly competition in 
a welcoming atmosphere.

Equipment is provided, 
but participants are wel-
come to bring their own 
paddles if preferred.

Ping pong (table tennis) 
offers numerous health 
benefits, including im-
proved hand-eye coordi-
nation, mental acuity, and 
cardiovascular exercise in 
a low-impact format that’s 
appropriate for various 
ages and physical abilities.

For more information 
about this or other pro-
grams offered at the Aga-
wam Senior Center, please 
call 413-821-0604.

Senior Center starting 
ping pong every Thursday

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Veterans’ Council is having 
their annual Memorial Day 
Parade and Ceremony on 
Monday, May 26. 

The parade will take place 

along Main St. between 
Town Hall and the Veterans’ 
Green. 

The ceremony will take 
place following the parade at 
the Veterans’ Green.



May 22, 2025    ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 3

Volunteers needed for summer reading
AGAWAM – Volunteer 

on Fridays during the Sum-
mer Reading Program. 
Teens entering 7th grade 
and up: volunteer at the 
Agawam Public Library 
during our Summer Read-
ing Program! Volunteer for 
one hour every Friday from 
June 27 to Aug. 8 (with the 
exception of July 4th). Help 
us run activities for chil-
dren, prepare kids’ crafts, 
give out prizes, and more! 
Fill out the interest form 
at bit.ly/aplsummervolun-
teers 

All events are free and 
open to the public. Some 
programs require registra-
tion. To register, go to our 
website: agawamlibrary.org 
or call 413-789-1550 ext. 3. 

We hope to see you soon!
Thursday, May 1 – Teen 

Take & Make Craft for 
Grades 7-12 Stop by the 
Teen Space to pick up a Take 
& Make Craft kit! They’ll be 
available until we run out 
of supplies. No registration 
necessary. 

Every Tuesday in May 
from 2 to 3 p.m. After School 
Drop-in for grades 9-12. 
Play our Nintendo Switch, 
try out the button maker, 
eat snacks, or just hang out! 
No registration necessary. 

Every Thursday in May 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Trivia 
Thursday for grades 7-12. 
Visit the Teen Space and 
answer a trivia question to 
get a small prize! 

Wednesday, May 14 from 

6 to 7 p.m. Teen Advisory 
Board for grades 7-12. Make 
plans for teen library pro-
grams and the Teen Space, 
and eat pizza! Members of 
the Teen Advisory Board 
can earn community ser-
vice hours for their partici-
pation. If you‘d like to join, 
contact Evan at edelano@
agawamlibrary.org or 413-
789-1550 extension 3. 

Wednesday, May 21 from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. Chess Tour-
nament for grades 7-12. 
Compete with your peers 
for the title of Chess Cham-
pion. Snacks will be provid-
ed. Registration required. 
Please register at agawam-
library.org. 

Thursday, May 29 from 
6 to 7 p.m. Teen Book Club 

(Bring Your Own Book) 
for grades 7-12. Come eat 
snacks and discuss books. 
Bring a book you love (or 
a few) and tell some fellow 
book lovers all about why 
you love it and why they 
should read it, too. Regis-
tration required. Please reg-
ister at agawamlibrary.org. 

If you have any questions, 
or would like more informa-
tion please visit our website 
at agawamlibrary.org or call 
413-789-1550 ext. 3

Smithland Pet & Garden Center closure 
to affect Feline Friends fundraisers

AGAWAM – Feline 
Friends issued a statement 
last week concerning the 
recent announcement made 
by Smithland Pet & Garden 
Center:

We regret to report that 
we will no longer be holding 
donation drives at Smith-
land Pet & Garden Center 
due to the surprise closing 
of all Smithland locations 
by the end of June. Feline 
Friends Inc. Cat Sanctuary 
has been honored to have 
been associated with Smith-
land ( formerly Dave’s) of 
Agawam. The store as well 
as the friendly & helpful em-
ployees will be missed by the 
community.  

 We appreciate all of the 

wonderful donations re-
ceived from our wonderful 
donors and Sandy & Crystal 
will miss sharing pictures 
and stories every month.  If 
the store remains open on 
June 7, we plan to be there 
from 10-12.

Just a reminder that we 
have a donation bin and at 
the Agawam Public Library.  
Please include contact infor-
mation with donations if you 
would like an acknowledge-
ment. We are grateful for ev-
ery donation.  Please contact 
us if you would like us to pick 
up donations.

We are thrilled to an-
nounce that we have been 
chosen by E.B.’s Restaurant 
for their Give Back Wednes-

day Program on June 18th. 
Looking forward to seeing 
our friends there. On June 
18th, E.B.’s , located at 385 
Walnut Street Ext., will do-
nate 10% of the day’s total 
food sales to our sanctuary.

Feline Friends Inc. is a 
community-based, nonprof-
it sanctuary that does not 
discriminate against any cat 
based on age, gender or dis-
ability.

More information about 
our sanctuary may be found 
on our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Face-
book page at Feline Friends 
Cat Sanctuary. Contact us 
with questions at info@
felinefriendsinc.org  or by 
phone at 413-786-5019. 

Hypnosis for Weight Loss 
presentation to be held at library

AGAWAM – Cristina 
Di Nardo-Dupre has been 
changing lives through her 
therapy and clinical hyp-
nosis programs including 
Weight Loss through Hyp-
nosis. Cristina has sold 
thousands of her self-pub-
lished book “The Best You 
from Inside Out” and has 
recently released a new ver-
sion of her book “The Best 
You through Hypnosis: To-
tal Mind and Body Trans-
formation.”

Arriving in the United 
States from Italy at age 21, 
Cristina adapted quickly 
to the fast-paced Amer-
ican lifestyle, including 
gaining 15 pounds in her 
first month. Her constant 
weight loss struggle over 
the years motivated her to 
develop a healthy lifestyle 
program over a decade ago, 

where she drew upon her 
extensive training in clini-
cal hypnosis studied in Italy 
as well as the United States. 
Cristina went on to create 
this book to help her cli-
ents follow her Weight Loss 
through Hypnosis program. 
Cristina integrates healthy 
eating principles, clinical 
hypnosis, cognitive behav-
ioral strategies, and her Six 
Incentives to guide people 
in developing healthy hab-
its for life. Clinical hypnosis 
enhances people’s ability 
to learn how to regulate 
their emotions and their 
body, thus building confi-
dence to practice life-long 
healthy habits. “The Best 
You through Hypnosis: To-
tal Mind and Body Trans-
formation” covers Cristina’s 
whole program and even in-
cludes over 75 healthy reci-

pes to help with this trans-
formation. 

On June 2 at 6 p.m., Cris-
tina will be giving a presen-
tation at the Agawam Pub-
lic Library about her book 
and the programs that she 
offers. The presentation is 
free to attend. Her book will 
be available to purchase 
at an event-only price of 
$20. If there is any interest 
in booking a presentation 
with Cristina at your con-
venience and forum, please 
contact her office. 

Cristina has over 40 years 
of therapeutic experience 
as a Licensed Independent 
Clinical Social Worker in 
Massachusetts. Cristina has 
spent over a decade helping 
thousands of people trans-
form their lives to achieve 
a healthy lifestyle with 
her clinical hypnosis. She 
has been a member of the 
American Society of Clini-
cal Hypnosis for ten years 
and received certification 
through them as well. Cris-
tina’s website with more in-
formation can be found at: 
www.thebestyouthrough-
hypnosis.com. She is locat-
ed at 159 Main Street, Unit 
N, Agawam, MA 01001. 

 
To benefit the annual  

Donald “Willis” Blakesley Scholarship for an 
Agawam High School graduate 

and the Andy Yee Palliative Care Unit  
at Mercy Medical Center 

 
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2025 
Location:   
128 Southwick Road, 
Feeding Hills, 
Registration: 
9:00-9:45 

Shotgun start: 
10:00 

Grab and Go Lunch at the turn 

Cocktail hour and dinner immediately 
following. Dinner sponsored by: SEELEY 
HOWARD PRIVATE WEALTH 

Additional sponsorships:  

� $375 � Lunch Sponsor    

� $200 � Friend of “Willis” Sponsor 

� $100 � Tee/Green Sponsor   
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donald “Willis” Blakesley 
Memorial Scholarship  

Golf Tournament  
Sponsored by  

 

Fees:  
• Individual Golfer $125  

• Foursome $500  
• Dinner Only $50  

Scan the QR code and print out 
and mail registration or register 

on-line by June 9, 2025 

Questions contact:  

Jim Marcus - 413-626-6245  

Dan McDonough - 413-218-3046  
 

If you were a friend of Don’s, you were a friend for life! 
There is nothing he loved more  than spending time 
and enjoying life with his  family and friends. In his 

honor, we intend to make this tournament a fun and 
memorable gathering of friends and family! 
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PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

Open for the season! 
OUR OWN ASPARAGUS

PERENNIALS  |  ROSES  |  CLEMATIS 
PANSIES  |  HERBS 

LETTUCE  |  CABBAGE  |  SEEDS
POTS AND SOILS

STAND IS NOW OPEN WITH 
FRUITS & VEGETABLES

Use Our Easy Online Ordering

FRASCOFUEL.COM • 734-3578
Call For Our Current Low Oil Price

2383 Westfield St., West Springfield

$6 OFF
the purchase of 

125 gallons or more 
of heating oil 
or kerosene

COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

$10 OFF
the purchase of 

150 gallons or more 
of heating oil 
or kerosene

COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

$15 OFF
the purchase of 

200 gallons or more 
of heating oil 
or kerosene

COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

Fuel Assistance Customers Welcomed

Call Today
734-3578

1-800-696-9666

Quarterly

ANNA ZINA, Owner
413.262.8056

betterlivingquarterly@gmail.com

P.O. Box 309 . Huntington, MA 01050

TBG

SQUEEZE YOUR ENERGY DOLLAR$

Call Today For 
OUR CURRENT LOW OIL PRICE

734-3578

Call Today For 
OUR CURRENT LOW OIL PRICE

734-3578

Call Today for 

LOW PRICING on 
Premium Wood Pellets!

Call Today for 

LOW PRICING on 
Premium Wood Pellets!

2383 Westfield St.
West Springfield

the purchase of 
125 gallons or more of 
heating oil or kerosene

the purchase of 
150 gallons or more of 
heating oil or kerosene

the purchase of 
200 gallons or more of 
heating oil or kerosene

the purchase of 
100 gallons or more of 
heating oil or kerosene

Oil Burner 
Tune-Up

Central A/C Cleaning 
& Tune-Up

$6 OFF$10 OFF

$10 OFF $10 OFF

$15 OFF $4 OFF

Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

Can’t be combined 
with other 

offers. Coupon 
never expires.

Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

Can’t be combined 
with other 

offers. Coupon 
never expires.

Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

Can’t be combined 
with other 

offers. Coupon 
never expires.

Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

Can’t be combined 
with other 

offers. Coupon 
never expires.

Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

Can’t be combined 
with other 

offers. Coupon 
never expires.

Call for 
Details.

Can’t be combined 
with other offers. 

Coupon 
never expires.

the purchase of
150 gallons or more of
heating oil or kerosene

10$ OFF
Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

with other offers. 
Coupon never 

expires.

the purchase of
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expires.

the purchase of
200 gallons or more of
heating oil or kerosene

15$ OFF
Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

with other offers. 
Coupon never 

expires.

the purchase of
125 gallons or more of
heating oil or kerosene

6$
OFF

Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

with other offers. 
Coupon never 

expires.

Oil Burner
Tune-Up

10$ OFF
Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

with other offers. 
Coupon never 

expires.

the purchase of
100 gallons or more of
heating oil or kerosene

4$
OFF

Limit 1 coupon 
per household. 

with other offers. 
Coupon never 

expires.

Call Today for 

LOW PRICING on 
Premium Wood Pellets!

Call Today for Call Today for Call Today for Call Today for 

LOWLOWLOWLOW PRICINGPRICINGPRICINGPRICING on PRICING on  on  on  on  on 
Premium Wood Pellets!Premium Wood Pellets!Premium Wood Pellets!Premium Wood Pellets!

Fuel Assistance
Customers Welcomed

Super Premium ...

 Hardwood .......

WOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICINGWOOD PELLET PRICING

Quarterly

ANNA ZINA, Owner
413.262.8056

betterlivingquarterly@gmail.com

P.O. Box 309 . Huntington, MA 01050

TBG

SQUEEZE YOUR ENERGY DOLLAR$

$Can’t be combined 

CANADIAN AMBIANCE

Call TodayCall TodayCall TodayCall TodayCall TodayCall TodayCall TodayCall TodayCall TodayCall TodayCall Today

CORNWALL PREMIUM COAL RICE, PEA, NUT
 AND STOVE

$640 $595 $575
PER BAG 60 OR MORE 120 OR MORE

$26500
(Per Ton)

$29900
(Per Ton)

$29400
(Per Ton)

OKANAGAN Gold .........
Super Premium 
Softwood ...................

Delivery 
is Available.

Call for 
details.

$27000
(Per Ton)

SQUEEZE YOUR ENERGY DOLLAR$

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

AGAWAM – Agawam Gar-
den Club is planning its annu-
al plant sale for Saturday, May 
31. This year’s event will be 
held at the Historical Thomas 
Smith House, 251 North West 
Street, Feeding Hills and will 
run from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 
The sale will include many pe-
rennials and shrubs all from 
members gardens and all a 
bargain. 

Because the plants are all 
grown locally in members 
gardens they are well accli-
mated to the area. 

Proceeds from the sale go 
towards funding the club’s 
scholarship and providing 
educational programs for the 
year.  

Please check the club’s 
website for further informa-
tion agawamgardenclub.com.

Feline Friends announce fundraisers
AGAWAM – Feline 

Friends will be holding its 
monthly donation drives 
at Smithland Pet & Garden 
Center on Saturday, June 7 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Volun-
teers will be collecting food, 
litter & monetary donations 
for our kitties. Opened bags/
boxes will be accepted. 

Smithland, a valued spon-
sor, is stocked with Friskies 
Pate or Shreds canned food 
(single flavor cases are pre-
ferred), many Fancy Feast 
varieties and unscented, 
clumping cat litter.

We would also appreci-
ate jars of baby food (meat/

poultry varieties), paper 
towels, puppy peepads and 
gift cards to Smithland or 
Costco. Checks or cash are 
always gratefully accepted at 
Feline Friends, PO Box 174, 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030.

Just a reminder that we 
have donation bins at Smith-
land near the registers and at 
the Agawam Public Library.  
Please include contact infor-
mation with donations if you 
would like an acknowledge-
ment. We are grateful for ev-
ery donation.  

We are thrilled to an-
nounce that we have been 
chosen by E.B.’s Restaurant 

for their Give Back Wednes-
day Program on June 18. 
Looking forward to seeing 
our friends there. 

Feline Friends Inc. is a 
community-based, nonprof-
it sanctuary that does not 
discriminate against any cat 
based on age, gender or dis-
ability.

More information about 
our sanctuary may be found 
on our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Face-
book page at Feline Friends 
Cat Sanctuary. Contact us 
with questions at info@
felinefriendsinc.org  or by 
phone at 413-786-5019. 

Garden Club plans 
annual plant sale
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Guest Column

An Oakham 
couple saw 
their first 

Baltimore oriole 
at their feeder on 
Monday, May 5.

I saw the first 
Baltimore oriole for 
this year on Tues-
day, May 13. I heard 
it singing on two oc-
casions, but I could not locate 
it. The male oriole’s whistling 
song is often heard while the 
bright orange and black bird 
is perched in a tree top. They 
prefer tall trees in open areas.

The Baltimore oriole is a 
medium sized icterid black-
bird common in eastern 
North America as a migra-
tory breeding bird. It received 
its name from the resem-
blance of the male’s colors to 
those on the coat-of-arms of 
17th-century Lord Baltimore. 
The female weaves a hanging 
basket nest. As a child, ori-
oles nested in an elm tree in 
our yard and my family and I 
enjoyed watching the orioles 
from our porch.

Young male orioles don’t 

molt into the bright orange 
of the adult until the fall of 
their second year. Until that 
time they resemble the drab, 
female plumage. However, fe-
males become deeper orange 
with every molt and some 
older females are almost as 
bright orange as males.

Orioles have a long point-
ed beak with a thick base. 
The male has a black head 
with black wings and tail. The 
wings also have white marks.

The Oakham couple also 
had a Bald Eagle in their 
yard. The eagle was eating a 
fish while perched on a tree 
limb. 

Worthington birds
I received an email from 

a Worthington resident. 

He said, “For years the red 
breasted grosbeak has re-
turned to my feeder in the 
first week of May. I was think-
ing he was late this year, but 
yesterday afternoon (on May 
7) one arrived.”

He also said, “About a 
week ago I heard a wood 
thrush, but not since..I am 
nervous about bird popula-
tions. II know scholars say 
they are declining, and this 
year I am seeing very few 
robins, making for a silent 
spring.” He also commented 
he hoped there were plenty of 
robins my way. Yes, there are.

The Worthiington resident 
also saw a bear. He said, “A 

I was never all that fond of 
rhododendrons. Indeed, 
they are pretty when in 

flower, but the other 11 and a 
half months of the year I find 
them a bit uninteresting.  

As I write, however, I am 
staring out my window at 
pink rhododendron buds that 
before long will burst into 
bloom. The shrub is on the 
massive side, and each year a 
multitude of bees and our res-
ident hummingbirds frequent 
the blossoms.  

For this reason, I am re-
thinking my stand: when sit-
ed appropriately and cared 
for well, this shrub is deserved 
of a place in the average land-
scape, if just for its flowers 
alone.  

Please enjoy a column 
from the archives that will 
give you some pointers to 
help you achieve just that!

Where in the yard should 
a rhododendron be placed? 
Most rhododendrons look 

better when grouped with 
other shrubs in a border or 
foundation planting. 

Before doing so, however, 
consider the ultimate size of 
the variety you have chosen 
and position it the proper 
distance away from buildings 
and other plants.  Petite two 
foot tall container plants may 
grow upwards of seven feet 
tall in just ten years!    

In our locale, siting in par-
tial shade is best; morning sun 
and afternoon shade make an 
ideal combination. Too much 
sun will result in rhodies with 
yellow leaves.

What kind of soil do rho-
dodendrons prefer? Most of 
us know that rhododendrons 
are acid-loving. They require 
a soil pH of 5.5. Adjust your 
pH if necessary by adding 
agricultural sulfur or ferrous 
sulfate, not aluminum sulfate.  

Soils that are light and 
well-drained and have a high 
organic matter content are 

desirable, especially if the hu-
mus is acidic, say from oak 
leaves or pine needles.  

How should they be plant-
ed?  Never sink a rhododen-
dron too deeply – plant the 
root ball level with the ground 
or even an inch or two above 
it. Water the newly planted 
rhododendron well the entire 
first season. 

Since they have very fine 
roots, it will take a while for 
the roots to grow from the 
existing root ball into the sur-
rounding soil.  If the root ball 
dries out during this period it 
will be hard to rewet and the 
plant may die. Should this 
happen, drip water from your 
hose for several hours until 
the root ball is rehydrated.  

What else can be done to 
keep rhododendrons healthy? 
Since rhododendrons are 
shallow-rooted, keep cultiva-
tion at the base of the plant 
to a minimum. To prevent 
weeds and conserve soil mois-
ture, consider using a coarse 
mulch. If your soil is fertile, 
extra nutrients are rarely nec-
essary. 

Rhododendrons planted in 
less than ideal soil can benefit 
from a balanced fertilizer in-
tended for acid-loving plants. 
Apply it in early spring; nev-

Rhododendrons 101

Dear Rusty: 
I am a new AMAC mem-

ber and have an important 
question for you and your 
answer will be greatly appre-
ciated. 

My question is: Is the new 
DOGE effort going to help us, 
or hurt us, all those living on 
Social Security and receiving 
Medicare benefits? Please let 
us know soon. 

Regards: Worried Senior 
 

Dear Worried Senior: 
Here at the AMAC Foun-

dation, we offer free access 
to everyone, the public as 
well as AMAC members, 
for our acclaimed Social 
Security Advisory Service, 
at which we answer all in-
quiries from anyone with 
questions about Social Se-
curity and enrollment in 
Medicare. 

As you can imagine, we 
very closely watch all action 
in Washington, D.C. which 
will affect Social Security 
and Medicare, especially 
any Congressional legisla-
tion being considered. The 
new Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency organi-
zation is tasked with uncov-
ering and eliminating fraud 
and waste in all areas of the 
Federal Government and 
that includes Social Secu-
rity and Medicare. But the 
important thing to remem-
ber is that DOGE is seeking 
only to discover fraud and 
government waste.  

Recently a great deal of 
visibility has been given to 
DOGE’s efforts to discover 
potential fraud and waste 
in the Social Security Ad-
ministration. 

Everything we have 
seen thus far indicates that 
DOGE’s efforts have iden-
tified opportunities for re-
ducing fraud and waste at 
the Social Security Admin-
istration, so our expecta-
tion is that DOGE’s efforts 
will tend to help the Social 
Security Administration be-
come more efficient but not 
endanger anyone’s Social 
Security benefits. 

Indeed, President Trump 
and the DOGE team have 
repeatedly said that no cuts 
in Social Security bene-
fits will occur as a result of 
DOGE’s efforts. Reducing 
fraud and waste at the SSA 
would tend to improve the 

agency’s financial posture 
and improve their ability to 
pay full benefits longer. The 
same is true for Medicare. 

Actually, DOGE is very 
transparent and posts ev-
erything they find on this 
website: www.doge.gov. A 
quick look at this website 
reveals that none of what 
they have found at the SSA 
indicates any threat to SS or 
Medicare benefits.  

I suggest that any nega-
tive news media and social 
media accounts of DOGE’s 
activities be taken with a 
grain of salt. All such arti-
cles are largely meant to 
attract attention to unlikely 
“doomsday” scenarios. The 
reality is that our govern-
ment is over $36 trillion in 
debt, and that debt is grow-
ing, which is an unsustain-
able financial path for our 
country. 

DOGE is specifically 
tasked with eliminating 
the deficit gap by reduc-
ing frivolous government 
spending and fraud. But re-
ducing crucial benefits for 
seniors on Social Security 
and Medicare are not part 
of DOGE’s efforts, nor their 
goal.   

Rest assured that here 
at the AMAC Foundation 
we are watching all current 
DOGE efforts very closely 
and will vigorously oppose 
anything which will nega-
tively affect Social Securi-
ty and Medicare. Indeed, 
AMAC’s stated goal is to 
strengthen and preserve 
Social Security for all future 
generations. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on 
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local 
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the 
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for that 

Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be print-
ed. No letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the volume 
of letters received is larger than the space available 
in the newspaper, or if the letters become repeti-
tive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the 
Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor
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Baltimore oriole

Will ‘DOGE’ hurt our Social 
Security or Medicare benefits?

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
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OpinionOpinion

Is community college the answer? 
By Eric Goodhart

Guest Columnist

The cost of private four-
year colleges and uni-
versities has steadily in-

creased far beyond the means 
of all but a small percent of 
American households. 

Now, in May 2025, a bill is 
moving through Congress to 
cap PLUS loans for parents 
at $12,500 per year and elim-
inate the interest-free benefit 
of Stafford loans for students 
beginning with the Class of 
2026. Colleges that did not 
adopt the principles and 
strategies as Grove City and 
Hillsdale College did in the 
1980s will need to become in-
dependent or die. Below is the 
history that has led to this.     

The Higher Education Act 
of 1965 marked the beginning 
with no end. President Lyndon 
Johnson signed the Higher 
Education Act on Nov. 8, 1965. 
The act aimed to strengthen 
the educational resources of 
our non-profit colleges and 
universities in the U.S. and 
provide financial assistance 
to students in postsecondary 
and higher education. What 
first appeared to be a positive 
thing has become something 
entirely different.   

There are three primary 
reasons for that. In 1971, Pres-

ident Richard Nixon broke the 
1944 Bretton Woods Agree-
ment and removed the dol-
lar from the gold standard. 
During the 1960s, the Federal 
Reserve was printing dollars 
at an unprecedented rate, 
a period now known as the 
“Guns and Butter” decade. 
Nixon’s move was the catalyst 
for inflation as the dollar lost 
value. 

A year later, Nixon signed 
Title IX of the Civil Rights Act 
into law. Many of the most 
expensive private colleges 
were beginning to admit 
women. Title IX prohibits 
gender-based discrimination 
in any college or other educa-
tional program that receives 
federal funding, also known 
as American taxpayer dollars.  

In the fall of 1979, President 
Carter raised the Department 
of Education to a cabinet-lev-
el position. All colleges agreed 
with the principles of Title IX. 
However, a few questioned 
the long-term impact the law 
would have on academic free-
dom and the cost of college. 

One of those was a highly 
regarded college in Pennsyl-
vania, Grove City College. It 
did not agree to sign the Title 
IX agreement because it had 
already followed the ideals of 
Title IX since the co-ed col-
leges’ founding in 1876. Upon 

close examination, the col-
lege’s Board of Directors de-
cided Title IX would increase 
families’ college costs. Hills-
dale College followed their 
lead.  

Grove City College was 
100% correct, but they had to 
go all the way to the Supreme 
Court to maintain their inde-
pendence. Watch the video 
on their website at www.GCC.
edu (Type ‘Supreme Court’ in 
the search box.) That is proof 
enough to show how Title IX 
has been the key factor in why 
college is so expensive today.     

The entire Cost of Atten-
dance for a good four-year 
private college in 1962 aver-
aged $2,300 to $3,000 per year. 
In 2025, those same colleges 
will cost $77,000 to $88,300 
per year. State universities 
now cost up to $40,000 per 
year. 

Financial aid has not 
made the colleges affordable. 
In fact, in most cases, it has 
made them more expensive 
and put more students and 
their parents into  debt. The 
formulas used to determine 
“need” penalize families that 
save for college. The Asset 
Protection Allowance in 1990 
has been steadily reduced to 
Zero in 2024. Read what fol-
lows carefully. 

The Higher Education 

Act of 1965 included Stafford 
loans to students at an in-
creased annual amount over 
five years. However, by 1980, 
colleges began to increase 
their yearly costs as the DOE 
expanded the grant and loan 
amounts to students with 
need. All kinds of adjustments 
to benefit colleges more than 
students began to appear 
to astute observers. None of 
which could be forgiven in 
bankruptcy. 

As families became 
alarmed by higher costs, the 
effective lobbyists that col-
leges paid influenced law-
makers in Congress by mak-
ing adjustments to “help” 
families afford college. The 
DOE made it even less afford-
able. In 1980, the Parent Loan 
to Undergraduate Students 
(PLUS) was introduced as a 
“generous” funding source 
for parents. Only one parent 
needed to sign, and no serious 
credit check was required. 
The borrowing limit was 
$4000 per year. However, as 
colleges increased their costs, 
their lobbyists went to work.  

In 1993, the $4,000 annual 
cap was removed, allowing 
parents to borrow up to the 
full cost of attendance, less 
any other financial aid re-
ceived by the student. That 
soon put parents in debt more 

than the students with their 
Stafford loans. That should 
never have been done.  

It gets worse. Now, Con-
gress does not even believe 
that a family of four, for exam-
ple, with the oldest parent at 
48, needs an emergency fund 
of about $49,000. Such budget 
planning was once sacrosanct 
and basic to sound family fi-
nancial planning. It does not 
say much about either Con-
gress or non-profit tax-ex-
empt colleges’ understand-
ing of basic economics. Now, 
three to six months of house-
hold expenses are considered 
an asset to pay for college.                         

Additionally, Congress 
continued to yield to the pres-
sure of paid college lobbyists 
not to increase the financial 
need when a family has more 

than one student in college. 
In other words, if the Student 
Aid Index, formerly known as 
the Expected Family Contri-
bution, were $40,000 with one 
student in college, it would re-
main the same if two students 
were in college, rather than 
$20,000 per student. 

The Trump administra-
tion’s proposed changes, as 
outlined at the top of this arti-
cle, will affect the high school 
class of 2026 and younger. 
Therefore, parents should be 
aware of what is coming for 
planning purposes. If a family 
with more than one child is 
not debt-free by the time the 
first child applies to college, 
the family income is less than 
$400,000,and the family is liv-
ing below its means, signifi-
cant challenges will lie ahead.

bear reached up 7.5 feet and 
got the bottom of my feeder. 
I saw him in the dim light of a 
motion light, full height as he 
was doing it. A real monster 
that my 40 lb dog chased off.”

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield resident said, 

“Last week in the yard the 
first ruby-throated hum-
mingbird (male), phoebe and 
a house wren were seen.”

He said, “In Warren it 
looks like the ospreys are in-
cubating eggs.” He also said, 
“I have several black swal-
low-tailed butterfly chrysa-
lises in my garage that I need 
to get into the daylight now 
that the weather seems to be 

more spring like. Last year, 
he and his wife overwintered 
three and they all emerged 
and flew away.

Peregrine falcon cameras
Peregrine falcons are the 

fastest birds on Earth. They 
live throughout the world, 
including right here in Mas-
sachusetts! Several web cam-
eras allow the public to wit-
ness falcons during breeding 
season.

Some site in Massachu-
setts with web cameras: Clock 
Tower of the Custom House, 
Boston nesting for over 20 
years https://marriott.ozolio.
com/mwc-pulse-boston/

Fox Hall Dorm UMass 
Lowell nesting since 2007  
https://www.uml.edu/Fal-

cons/.
DuBois Library UMass 

Amherst since 2003 years  
https://www.library.umass.
edu/falcons/

Bird experience
The Brimfield resident 

sent the following email. “I 
had an interesting experience 
earlier today, May 12. We have 
a love seat that is tucked un-
der a which hazel shrub and 
behind a winterberry holly. 
There are other small trees 
and shrubs nearby and there 
is a feeding station about 15’ 
away. While sitting very still 
I began to hear bird’s wings 
flapping close by, then I could 
feel the air moving near my 
head.”

He continued, “Then the 

bird landed briefly on the 
top of my hear. Of course I 
couldn’t see the bird. As soon 
as it left my head I turned my 
head slowly but couldn’t see 
any birds behind me. I have 
a very healthy hear of hair for 
an old coot and I think the 
bird might have been looking 
for nesting material.

I suspect it was a titmouse 
because several had been 
back and forth to the feeder 
before this happened.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005.

er add fertilizer past June or 
you will encourage succulent 
growth that is apt to be winter 
killed.  

After large-flowered rhodo-
dendrons are done blooming, 
they can be deadheaded quite 
easily. Simply hold on to the 
center of the spent flower clus-
ter and bend it forward. Dead-
heading will keep your shrub 
looking tidy as well as prevent 
excessive seed formation.  

Plants that spend energy 
making seeds have less energy 
for next year’s flowers. If prun-
ing is needed it can be accom-
plished at the same time as 

deadheading; any later and 
you may sacrifice flower buds.  

Since flowers are the plant’s 
main attribute, don’t risk it. 
How do I deal with large areas 
of winter kill? This spring has 
brought with it some seriously 
damaged rhododendrons. My 
guess would be that this came 
as a result of excessive wind 
and a few days of very chilly 
late winter weather.  

Although I addressed this 
question over a month ago, 
readers are still concerned 
about their rhododendrons 
and other ericaceous plants 
such as azaleas and leu-
cothoe, that also have large ar-
eas of brown leaves and dead 

branches. Oftentimes, dead 
stems that are cut back to well 
within the shrub, to a point of 
active growth, will respond 
with new growth that will re-
juvenate the rest of the plant. 

I am hopeful that this is the 
case for my readers.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 33 years 
she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Yearly tonnage 

(abbr.)
  4. British thermal unit
  7. Afflict
  8. Refrain from 

harming
 10. Galls
 12. Leg bone
 13. Rhine distributary
 14. Recipe 

measurement
 16. Chap
 17. Useful book
 19. Mountain Time
 20. Snakelike fishes
 21. Places where 

people live
 25. US, Latin America, 

Canada belong to
 26. Periodical
 27. A type of sense
 29. A way to get 

possession of

 30. Everyone has one
 31. Body art
 32. Mr. October
 39. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 41. Head movement
 42. Jeweled 

headdress
 43. VCR button
 44. A way to change 

color
 45. Basketball move
 46. Upright stone 

slab
 48. Forest-dwelling 

monkey
 49. Pulsate steadily
 50. Negative
 51. Sino-Soviet bloc 

(abbr.)
 52. Unit of work

CLUES DOWN
  1. Island

  2. Pittsburgh 
ballplayer

  3. Chemical 
compound

  4. Indicates density 
of data (abbr.)

  5. Mesas
  6. Wild, long-legged 

sheep
  8. Engine additive
  9. “CSI” actor George
 11. Stony waste 

matter
 14. Thyroid-

stimulating 
hormone

 15. Pores in a leaf’s 
epidermis

 18. Digraph
 19. Married woman
 20. Peripheral
 22. Northern Italy city
 23. Klutz
 24. Type of tree

 27. Witnessed
 28. Popular breakfast 

food
 29. __ Mahal
 31. BoSox legend 

Williams
 32. Professional 

drivers
 33. Atom or molecule 

type
 34. The Constitution 

State
 35. Chest to store 

clothes (Scottish)
 36. Type of solution
 37. Speaker
 38. Specifying
 39. Formerly 

(archaic)
 40. Wiseman and 

Krom are two
 44. The bill in a 

restaurant
 47. Tennis shot
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS, 
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

BACKYARD   ❚   from page 4
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Habitat for Humanity to participate in ‘Women Build 2025’
WEST SPRINGFIELD – 

What if picking up a ham-
mer could change a life – in-
cluding your own?

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat for Humanity (GSHFH) 
understands real change 
happens when we act. 
Therefore, the nonprofit or-
ganization is challenging 
individuals, teams, and lo-
cal companies to sponsor 
“Women Build 2025.” 

Women Build is more 
than just a volunteer event—
it’s a call to action. It em-
powers women to better 
their communities and shine 
a light on the challenges 
families face when decent 
housing is out of reach. Par-
ticipants gain hands-on 
experience constructing a 
home for a local family, while 
actively addressing the need 
for affordable housing. The 

work is vital. The impact is 
lasting.

“While Women Build 
centers on the inclusion and 
empowerment of women, it 
welcomes volunteers of all 
genders and gender iden-
tities,” said Aimee Giroux, 
GSHFH executive director. 
“It’s about breaking down 
stereotypes, learning new 
skills, building together, and 
most importantly—having 

fun while making a differ-
ence.

Women Build 2025 of-
fers five levels of sponsor-
ships, ranging from $250 to 
$10,000. For more informa-
tion, see attached flyer or 
visit habitatspringfield.org/
women-build

GSHFH is a housing min-
istry dedicated to strength-
ening communities by 
empowering low-income 

families to change their 
lives and the lives of future 
generations through home-
ownership and home re-
pair opportunities. This is 
accomplished by working 
in partnership with diverse 
people, from all walks of life, 
to build and repair simple, 
decent, affordable housing. 
Habitat’s mission to provide 
homeownership opportuni-
ties to low-income families is 

unique as it requires partner 
families to work alongside 
the community that is reach-
ing out to help them. GSHFH 
has helped roughly 100 local 
families realize their dream 
of homeownership over the 
last 38 years. 

For more information, 
contact Aimee Giroux, ex-
ecutive director, at giroux@
habitatspringfield.org or 
(413) 739-5503 x1007.

Children’s Museum of Holyoke 
hosting artmaking party

HOLYOKE – The Chil-
dren’s Museum at Holyoke 
and The Color Collabora-
tive are thrilled to invite 
families to a special Imag-
ined Worlds Artmaking 
Party on Saturday, May 31 
from 12 to 2 p.m. This free 
community event, held 
outside the museum, or in-
side the museum if raining, 
promises an afternoon of 
hands-on creativity, con-
nection, and fun—includ-
ing pizza! Youth artwork 
will influence the design 
of a large-scale mural on 
Dwight Street in Holyoke.

Imagined Worlds is a 
traveling youth mental 
health and public art initia-
tive designed by The Color 
Collaborative. The project 
invites youth to reflect on 
the question: “What would 
a world look like where you 
would feel happy and safe?”

Using an art therapy-in-
formed art activity, the 
program encourages young 
participants to express 
their hopes and dreams 

through collaborative art-
making. The results are not 
only beautiful, but powerful 
tools for emotional well-
ness, empathy, and com-
munity pride.

“We’re excited to bring 
this project to Holyoke and 
to collaborate with such a 
beloved institution,” said 
Sharon Leshner, Artistic 
Director of The Color Col-
laborative. “We’re always 
looking forward to seeing 
what youth create and how 
their artwork will add to 
the neighborhood for years 
to come.”

The event is part of a 
broader initiative that 
brings together artists, 
therapists, educators, and 
families to support youth 
mental health through pub-
lic art. Finished artworks 
may travel to other commu-
nities or be displayed local-
ly as part of a larger Imag-
ined Worlds exhibition.

“This event reflects our 
mission to support whole-
child development through 

joyful, creative play,” said 
DJ Tucker, Executive Di-
rector at the Children’s 
Museum at Holyoke. “We’re 
proud to partner with The 
Color Collaborative to up-
lift youth voices and bring 
community-driven art to 
life right here in downtown 
Holyoke.”

This event is made pos-
sible thanks to the gener-
ous support of the Beve-
ridge Family Foundation, 
The Irene E. and George A. 
Davis Foundation, M&T 
Charitable Foundation, 
the Carlos Vega Fund, Val-
ley Creates of the Com-
munity Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts, 
Summerlin Floors, and 
Clayton Insurance.

Whether you’re a young 
artist, a family looking for 
a fun day out, or a com-
munity member passion-
ate about youth mental 
health, Imagined Worlds 
promises to be a memora-
ble and meaningful experi-
ence for all.

Fish lift now open for season
HOLYOKE – The first 

and most successful fish lift 
on the Atlantic Coast, the 
Robert E. Barrett Fishway at 
the Holyoke Dam, opens for 
its annual viewing season 
on Wednesday, May 7, with 
special Mother’s Day activi-
ties on Sunday, May 11.  The 
Fishway is fun for all ages 
and admission is free.

The Barrett Fishway, 
owned and operated by 
Holyoke Gas & Electric 
(HG&E), consists of 
two elevators or “lifts” which 
carry migrating fish up and 
over the Holyoke Dam. Vis-
itors can watch the lifts in 
action from an observation 
deck overlooking the Con-
necticut River.

The fishway is open for 
self-guided tours during 
regular business hours. In 
addition, HG&E will provide 
a guided tour each Satur-
day and Sunday throughout 

the season at 1:30 pm. This 
tour is free and open to the 
public. A knowledgeable 
and friendly guide will take 
guests on a forty-five-min-
ute tour of the facility and 
share information about 
fish species of the Connecti-
cut River.   Additionally, The 

Barrett Fish- way offers 
free educational programs 
for schools. Reservations for 
school groups are required, 
please visit www.hged.com/
tour for details.  

Continuing a decade-old 
tradition, all mothers visit-
ing the Fishway on Sunday, 
May 11 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
will receive a free carnation 
to commemorate Mother’s 

Day and the spirit of re-birth 
on the Connecticut River.  

In addition, the 58th An-
nual HG&E Shad Derby will 
be held on May 10, 11, 17, 
and 18 with a grand prize of 
$1,000 in cash for the first-
place winner in the senior 
division (www.hged.com/
shadderby).  

Located off Bridge Street 
(Route 116) in Holy-
oke, just west of the 
South Hadley-Holy-

oke Bridge, the Holyoke 
Fishway’s 2023 season runs 
from May 7 through June 
15, hours of operation are 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday 
through Sunday.   The facili-
ty is closed on Monday and 
Tuesday, with the exception 
of Monday, May 26 (Memori-
al Day) from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For further information 
on the Barrett Fishway, visit 
www.hged.com/fishway or 
call (413) 536-9460.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News

www.turley.com

Agawam Advertiser News seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or feature 
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Editor, Greg Scibelli
24 Water St.

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to

gscibelli@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Board of Directors, said they 
are pleased with the current 
composition of the club

“I like the diversity of the 
club because there are so 
many areas and expressions 
that are kind of represented 
as part of the membership,” 
Fernandes said.

Maloney and Frenandes 
promoted the program Art 
with a Heart. Art classes are 
held for anyone to attend 
and 100 percent of the prof-
its are donated to Parish 
Cupboard which provides 
groceries and meals to indi-
viduals and families in need 
in West Springfield, Aga-
wam, and Feeding Hills. 

CEO of Sunshine Village 
Gina Kos was the featured 

presenter and was pleased 
to come to the ACAA to pro-
mote what Sunshine does.

“Ceil Rossi was kind 
enough to invite Sunshine 
Village to come in to the art-
ists and artisans community 
to highlight what Sunshine 
Village does, in particular 
our Agawam program and 
our community based day 
services which is full of art-
ists who long to be entre-
preneurs,” Kos said. “And we 
hope that we’ll be able to 
find some partnerships for 
our artists to sell their home-
made goods. Sunshine Vil-
lage is an incredibly special 
place. It’s full of clients who 
bring with them their unique 
abilities and talents that 
they’re able to share with not 
only the employees, but real-

ly our community. One of the 
best things about Sunshine 
Village is the community 
support we get as an organi-
zation that translates to sup-
port for our clients. It opens 
doors for jobs and volunteer 
opportunities. We promote 
the abilities of people with 
disabilities. What we want 
people to see is that our cli-
ents, people who have intel-
lectual disabilities, develop-
mental disabilities, people 
who are on the autism spec-

trum can be meaningful, 
contributing members of 
our community, and that 
there are so many of our cli-
ents who are artists, whose 
talent is immeasurable, and 
we’re here to showcase that.”

Rossi, thanked Kos for 
coming to do her presenta-
tion. 

Kos has worked at Sun-
shine Village for 34 years.  
She shares that Sunshine 
Village was founded in 1967 
by a group of parents who 

wanted a better life for their 
children. Since then Sun-
shine Village has developed 
into a place where people 
with physical, developmen-
tal and intellectual disabili-
ties as well as people on the 
autism spectrum can come 
to find their passion, build 
a career, and foster friend-
ships. 

“We help people find 
their passion,” Kos said. She 
shares information about 
Sunshine Village’s communi-

ty-based day services which 
is a program that provides 
pathways for clients to de-
velop their career goals. 

“What all these programs 
do in a nutshell is help peo-
ple live their lives to the full-
est,” Kos said.

For more information 
about Sunshine Village vis-
it,  www.sunshine.us. For 
more information about up-
coming events at Agawam 
Public Library visit,  aga-
wamlibrary.org. 

science units, more qual-
ity trained teachers in 
STEAM, and extends for 
the next three school years. 
This will be used for mate-
rials and training teachers. 

Following was the rec-
ognition of Roberta Doer-
ing Schools from the PLTW 
as a 2024 to 2025 Distin-
guished Gateway School, 
which recognizes schools 

across the U.S. for their 
efforts to provide broad 
access to transforma-
tive learning for students 
through the PLTW Gate-
way programs. “The kids 
learned about occupation-
al therapy and OT toys and 
had to design ones of their 
own,” added Rumplik. The 
visiting students showed 
off their designs and ex-
plained the intentional use 
of each one. 

When asked how Rum-
plik’s class got involved 
with the PLTW Gateway 
program, she continued. 
“Everybody participates in 
STEAM class at the mid-
dle school for 5th and 6th 
grade, and we do use the 
PLTW program. The cool 
thing about the 6th grade 
program is it’s more like 
career pathways and this 
pathway is designed in en-
gineering.” 

TEACHER   ❚   from page 1
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Agawam Community Artists and Artisans attendees and club members, CEO and President of Sunshine Village Gina Kos, Community 
Relations Manager of Sunshine Village Corinne Dumont, and Sunshine Village associates during the meeting May 14.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

Paper Festival to take place June 7
HOLYOKE – The inaugural 

Holyoke Paper Festival is set 
to bring a one-day celebra-
tion of art, paper, and place 
to downtown Holyoke on Sat-
urday, June 7 at the De La Luz 
Soundstage, 114 Race Street.

This new event celebrates 
Holyoke’s unique identity as 
The Paper City, once produc-
ing an estimated 80% of the 
writing paper used in the 
U.S. during the late 1800s. 
Today, artists and commu-
nity members continue to be 
inspired by Holyoke’s histo-
ry of innovation, its vibrant 

arts scene, and its powerful 
connection to the Connecti-
cut River and the land of the 
Pocomtuc, Agawam, and 
Nonotuck peoples.

Festival attendees can 
look forward to a full day 
of programming including 
a fine art exhibition, inter-
active workshops, guest 
speakers, local tours, and 
more—all highlighting the 
legacy and future of paper as 
a creative medium. Entries 
to the art exhibition have 
been received from artists 
across the country, under-

scoring Holyoke’s national 
significance in paper and 
printmaking culture.

The Holyoke Paper Fes-
tival is made possible by 
support from MassDevel-
opment, the Holyoke Local 
Cultural Council, Holyoke 
Community College, and 
local business and property 
owners.

To learn more about the 
festival or to get involved as 
a sponsor, volunteer, or do-
nor, visit  www.holyokepa-
perfestival.com for the latest 
updates and details.
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Shlosser one-hits Comp
AGAWAM – Last Monday 

afternoon, the Agawam High 
School baseball team cele-
brated its Senior Day with a 
4-0 shutout over Chicopee 
Comprehensive. 

The Brownies got 112 
great pitches from starter 
Gavin Shlosser. He allowed 
just one hit and three walks 
and struck out an impressive 
15 batters of the 21 outs he 
got. Vincent Catelotti had a 
two-RBI hit and nine differ-
ent players registered hits 
for the Brownies. 

Comp’s Jacoby Haney al-
lowed four runs on nine hits 
with three strikeouts. He 
did hurl a complete game as 
well, going six innings.

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Thursday evening, it was a 
battle of 2025 powerhouses 
as the Agawam High School 
boys lacrosse team, with just 
two losses, went up against 
one-loss Minnechaug. The 
Falcons and Brownies went 
back-and-forth but the host 
Falcons were able snag the 
win 11-9. Brayden Federico 
led Agawam with three goals 
while Justin Lareau and Ri-
ley Jorgensen had two goals 
each. Minnechaug improved 
to 14-1 while Agawam fell to 
12-3 with the Western Mass. 
playoffs looming.

Brownies 
go 18-1, 
head for 
tournament

AGAWAM – In the final 
week of the regular season, 
Agawam secured both a 
top seed in the Western 
Mass. tournament as well 
as a likely high seed in the 
state tournament. The 
Brownies went an incredi-
ble 18-1, which included a 
split with Chicopee Com-
prehensive and two wins 
over Westfield, which has 
been a top team for the 
past several years. Aga-
wam swept eight of its 
final nine matches and 
then, in its regular season 
finale, defeated Needham 
of Eastern Mass. 3-2. The 
Brownies move into the 
Class A Western Mass. 
Tournament and were 
scheduled for a semifinal 
matchup with Central 
High School at home on 
Tuesday, May 20. The fi-
nals will be held later in 
the week.

Brayden Martin looks for a path 
to the goal.

Riley Jorgensen holds the ball away from 
a defender.

Justin Lareau gets set to make a pass.Brayden Federico looks for an open 
teammate.

The Brownies celebrate a goal.		  TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Parker Bean fouls off a pitch.

Vincent Catelotti catches a throw to third to try and tag out an attempted base stealer.Gavin Cruz catches a pickoff throw.	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Gavin Shlosser sends a pitch home.Nathan Ukrainets throws over to first. Aiden Lavelle makes contact.

Casey Thomas gets ready to rush the goal.

LAX team falls LAX team falls 
in close lossin close loss
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Dylan Zullo picks up win at Monadnock Speedway
WINCHESTER, N.H. – 

Dylan Zullo won his first ca-
reer Super Street victory Sat-
urday, May 10, at Monadnock 
Speedway, topping the season 
opener at the high banked 
quarter-mile.

Jimmy Zellman made the 
move of the night to snatch 
victory in the Pure Stock main 
event, while Kyle Templeton 
had his way in the Mini Stocks. 
Fourteen-year-old Sofia Rego 
won the night’s Young Guns 
feature, while Adam Lovejoy 
topped a spirited field of Pro 
V8 Sportsmen.

After rain forced post-
ponement of the oval’s sched-
uled 2025 season opener two 
weeks ago, a large field of 
competitors filled the pits 
Saturday, as the popular NA-
SCAR sanctioned speedplant 
began its 55th season of com-
petition.

Moisture still present at 
the top of the track and the 
dew coming in prevented the 
scheduled All State Materials 
Group 604 Modified feature 
from being run safely, but a 
stout field of 19 open-wheel-
ers were on hand to time trial 
in preparation for next Satur-

day’s twin features.     Second 
generation hot shoe Andrew 
Brousseau was fastest on the 
clock Saturday, blistering 
the high banks with a lap of 
12.343 seconds, after fast-tim-
ing in practice at 12.288.

Firing from the pole, teen 
star JD Stockwell led the first 
14 laps of the Twin State 
Truck Services Super Street 
main event Saturday. Dylan 
Zullo, though, was on a rail

The second-generation 
Claremont pilot moved up 
to second on lap nine, quick-
ly pulling up to Stockwell’s 
bumper and riding there until 
low-lining out of turn two to 
take command on lap 14. Zu-
llo would then shoot ahead to 
score his first career Monad-
nock Super Street victory four 
lengths ahead of Stockwell.

Strong all night, Zach Zi-
linski came home third, with 
Hillary Renaud winning a 
hard-fought battle over Erik 
Smith for fourth.

Jimmy Zellman came up 
just a handful of points shy 
of last summer’s Pure Stock 
championship. Bidding to im-
prove on that finish this time 
around, the Bay State blaster 

won a thriller Saturday with a 
masterful move as the Brattle-
boro Towing & Recovery Pure 
Stocks restarted lap 22.

Carlos Grenier, who’d tak-
en the lead from Colton Hull 
on lap three, seemed to have 
the field covered, including 
Zellman, who’d followed him 
to the front on the same go-
round. But a Carter Chamber-
lin looper in turn two brought 
Zellman to Grenier’s side, and 
potent Kyle Kenny to his back 
bumper.

With Zellman refiring 
from the top of the track, Ken-
ny was poised to low-line his 
way to second. But Zellman 
wasn’t buying it.

Firing like a missile at the 
drop of the green, Zellman 
beat Grenier into turn one 
and held him in his shadow 
to win a thriller. Kenny was 
strong in third, with Hull 
fourth and Markus O’Neil im-
pressing in fifth.

Kyle Templeton, who en-
tered Saturday’s Fabian Fu-
els Mini Stock main event 
with two Claremont feature 
wins already to his credit this 
season, kept that dominant 
streak intact, taking the lead 

from John Fultz on lap six and 
then soaring off to win with 
ease. 

Behind Templeton, the 
action was fast and furious. 
Former track champ Louie 
Maher rocketed into second 
when Fultz slowed on lap 
19, and Young Gun alum-
nus Zach Zilinski, made a 
late-race charge through the 
field to earn opening night’s 
bronze medal finish.

Adam Lovejoy took 

charge on lap four of the Pro 
V8 Sportsman feature and 
never looked back. If he had, 
he’d have seen Jimmy Renfrew 
Sr. charging through the pack. 
Renfrew got up for second on 
lap seven, but could never 
find the fast path past Love-
joy.

The visiting rear-wheel 
drive competitors raced 
three-across and nose-to-tail 
for all 25 laps without draw-
ing a caution flag. At the 

checkers, Scott Riggleman, 
who’d hauled in from 300 
miles away, finished the race 
in third.

In the youth division 
Doug’s Auto Body Young 
Guns 15-lapper, second-year 
driver Sofia Rego led all the 
way to score her first career 
victory. Hunter Duquette rode 
in her shadow until wobbling 
on lap 11, but then recovered 
to come home second. Maya 
Bell was third on the night.

MIAA holds annual meeting
FRANKLIN – More than 

250 principals, assistant 
principals and athletic di-
rectors from throughout 
the Commonwealth attend-
ed the MIAA 46th Annual 
Meeting – “A Celebration of 
Leadership and Service in 
Support of Educational Ath-
letics” – held April 2.

Highlighting the event 
was a performance by the 
Mighty Singing Falcons from 
Foxborough Regional Char-
ter School, under the direc-
tion of Evelyn D. Lee.

The day began with the 
annual MIAA business 
meeting, presided over by 
outgoing MIAA president 
Stephanie Sibley, who was 
presented with a rocking 
chair in appreciation of her 
service to the association 
and the Board of Directors.

In his Executive Direc-
tor Report, Dr. Bob Baldwin 
reviewed the accomplish-
ments of the Board and the 
association over the previous 
year, and also presented sev-
eral potential initiatives:

• Standardized Annual 
Calendar for Interscholastic 
Athletics

• An objective process 
to adopt and/or remove an 
MIAA sponsored sport

• Power ranked sports 
standards for Number of 
Championship Divisions

• Establish a Division 1A 
component of the statewide 
tournament

The Board also recog-
nized several retiring athlet-
ic directors and officials for 
their dedication and service.

Public NoticesPublic Notices

Section 00 11 13 
ADVERTISEMENT TO BID 

MGL c.149 Over $150K
The AGAWAM HOUSING 

AUTHORITY, the Awarding 
Authority, invites sealed bids 
from Contractors for the Window 
Replacement at State Aided De-
velopment: Country View (667-
1) in Agawam, Massachusetts, in 
accordance with the documents 
prepared by KMA DESIGN 
STUDIO.

The Project consists of but not 
limited to:

Replacement of existing vinyl 

windows in 1 story brick senior 
housing. The work is estimated 
to cost $600,871.00.

All bidding Requests for In-
formation (RFIs) shall be sub-
mitted online by 06/06/2025 at 
2:00PM EDT for filed sub-bids 
and by 06/12/2025 at 11:00 AM 
EDT for general bids.

Bids are subject to M.G.L. 
c.149 §44A-J & to minimum 
wage rates as required by M.G.L. 
c.149 §§26 to 27H inclusive.

THIS PROJECT IS BE-
ING ELECTRONICALLY 
BID AND HARD COPY BIDS 

WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
Please review the instructions 
in the bid documents on how 
to register as an electronic bid-
der. All Bids shall be submit-
ted online at biddocs.com and 
received no later than the date 
and time specified.

General bidders must be cer-
tified by the Division of Capital 
Asset Management and Main-
tenance (DCAMM) in the fol-
lowing category of work, Doors 
and Windows, and must submit 
a current DCAMM Certificate of 
Eligibility and signed DCAMM 

Prime/General Contractor Up-
date Statement.

General Bids will be received 
until 18 June 2025 at 2:00PM 
EDT and publicly opened online, 
forthwith.

Filed Sub-bids for the trades 
listed below will be received 
until 09 June 2025 at 2:00PM 
EDT and publicly opened online, 
forthwith.

Filed sub-bidders must be 
DCAMM certified for the trades 
listed below and bidders must 
include a current DCAMM 
Sub-Bidder Certificate of Eli-
gibility and a signed DCAMM 
Sub-Bidder’s Update Statement.

TRADES
Painting
General bids and sub-bids 

shall be accompanied by a bid 
deposit that is not less than five 
(5%) of the greatest possible bid 
amount (including all alternates) 
and made payable to the AGA-
WAM HOUSING AUTHOR-
ITY. Note: A bid deposit is not 
required for Projects advertised 
under $50,000.

Bid Forms and Contract Docu-
ments will be available for review 
at biddocs.com (may be viewed 
and downloaded electronically at 
no cost).

General bidders must agree 
to contract with minority and 
women business enterprises as 
certified by the Supplier Diversi-
ty Office (SDO). The combined 
participation benchmark re-
served for such enterprises shall 
not be less than 13% of the final 
contract price including accepted 
alternates. Request for waivers 
must be sent to EOHLC (Chad.
Howard@mass.gov) 5 calendar 
days prior to the General Bid 
date. NO WAIVERS WILL BE 
GRANTED AFTER THE GEN-
ERAL BIDS ARE OPENED.

The Contractor and all sub-
contractors (collectively referred 
to as “the Contractor”) agree to 
strive to achieve minority and 
women workforce participation. 
The Workforce Participation 
benchmark is set at 6.9% for 
women and 15.3% for minori-
ties. The Workforce benchmark 
percentages are a statutory re-
quirement under MGL c. 149 § 
44A(2)(G).

PRE-BID CONFERENCE / 
SITE VISIT: Scheduled (Option-
al)

Date and Time: 06/04/2025 at 
11:00AM EDT

Address: 95 North Westfield 
Street, Community Building, 
Agawam, MA 01001 

Instructions: Please gather 
outside community building at 
center of property

The hard copy Contract Docu-
ments may be seen at: 

Nashoba Blue Inc.
433 Main Street
Hudson, MA 01749
978-568-1167 

05/22/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P0739EA
Estate of: 

Jean Graham Brindle 
Date of Death: 02/21/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Elsie A Mallory of 
Agawam, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Elsie A Mallory of Agawam, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 06/16/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 19, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

05/22/2025

INTERMENT NOTICE
Alfred J. Ducharme Jr.

Date of Death: August 8, 1984
will be laid to rest at the 
Massachusetts Veterans 

Memorial Cemetery 
1390 Main St., Agawam 

on June 20, 2025
05/22/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield MA, 01103  
Docket No. 

HD19P0406PM
In the matter of: 
Sylvia Timothy

 of Springfield, MA
Protected Person/Disabled 

Person/Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 

ACCOUNT 
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
you are hereby notified pursuant 
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental 
Ru les  o f  the  P roba te  & 
Family Court, that the Fourth 
account(s) of Jewish Family 
Service of Springfield, MA 
as Conservator of the property 
of said Respondent has or have 
been presented to the Court for 
allowance.

You have the right to object 
to the account(s). If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 06/10/2025. This day is 
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to 
object to the account(s). If you 
fail to file the written appearance 
and objection by the return date, 
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you, 
including the allowance of the 
account(s). 

Additionally, within thirty 
days after said return day (or 
within such other time as the 
Court upon motion may order), 
you must file a written affidavit 
of objections stating the specific 
facts and grounds upon which 
each objection is based and a 
copy shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3 
of the Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court. 

You have the right to send to 
the Conservator, by registered or 
certified mail, a written request 
to receive a copy of the Petition 
and account(s) at no cost to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M. 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: May 06, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/22/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING

   AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
The Agawam City Council will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, June 2, 2025 at 

7:00pm, at a Regular Meeting of the Agawam City Council to be held at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main Street, Agawam, MA on the proposed Annual Operating Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2026, as submitted to the City Council by Mayor Christopher Johnson on May 9, 2025.  
The Annual Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2026 is available for public inspection at the 
City Clerk’s Office, 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA between the hours of 8:30am to 4:30pm, 
Monday through Friday.  It is also available at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA and the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main Street, Agawam, MA.  For an online 
version, please visit the town website at www.agawam.ma.us or contact the Clerk’s Office.

			   BY ORDER OF:
				    Rosemary Sandlin
				    City Council President

TOWN OF AGAWAM FISCAL YEAR 2026
ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET

Council .....................................................................................	$138,700 
Mayor .......................................................................................	$250,701 
Procurement ..............................................................................	 $105,527 
Human Resources .......................................................................	$186,534
Law Department .........................................................................	 $220,878
Auditor .....................................................................................	 $182,337
Clerk/Elections ...........................................................................	$286,717
Assessor  ...................................................................................	$287,370 
IT Department ............................................................................	$564,459 
Treasurer-Collector .....................................................................	 $336,897 
Police Department ...................................................................	 $7,330,994 
Fire Department .......................................................................	$4,923,114 
Building & Planning  ..................................................................	 $518,070
Health Department .....................................................................	 $974,539
Agawam Public Library .............................................................	$1,280,958 
Parks & Recreation ......................................................................	$287,804
Council on Aging ........................................................................	 $418,307 
Public Works Administration .........................................................	$155,700 
Highway & Grounds .................................................................	$2,796,918 
Motor Vehicle Maintenance ..........................................................	 $704,937 
Engineering ...............................................................................	 $196,559 
Stormwater Department...............................................................................	 $986,800
Building Maintenance ...............................................................	$6,300,347 
Agawam Public Schools ........................................................................	 $53,562,979 
Emergency Management ................................................................	$44,880 
Line Items..............................................................................	$33,586,086 

TOTAL - GENERAL FUND OPERATING BUDGET .................	 $116,629,112 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BUDGET ......................................	 $2,647,000 

TOTAL GENERAL FUND BUDGET ......................................	 $119,276,112 

Wastewater Department .............................................................	$   5,320,432
Water Department ....................................................................	 $   7,998,704
Municipal Golf Course  ............................................................	 $   1,174,262

TOTAL - SELF-SUSTAINING DEPARTMENTS ......................	 $ 14,493,398

TOTAL - ALL DEPARTMENTS ............................................	 $ 133,769,510
05/15, 05/22/2025

SportsSports
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE
MASSIVE MOVING SALE. 2319 
Barre Rd., Wheelwright. Friday, 
May 23 and Saturday, May 24. Great 
variety of household items including tools. 
Weather permitting.

MOVING SALE: May 25 & 26, 9am-
3pm. Everything must go. Dishes, fur-
niture, small appliances. 134 Rutland 
Road, Oakham.

YARD SALE
75 Thornwood Street
Chicopee Falls, MA

May 23 and 24
8AM to 2PM

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. Call Brendan 
at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Mowing - Mulching - Planting 

Small Shrubs & Tree Trimming, 
Removal Brush Hauling 
 Spring/Fall Clean-ups.

 (413)786-6184

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality, 
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and 
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917.

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate.

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TRYING TO REHOME
 MY TWO SPRINGERS.

English Springer Spaniels, 1 male, 1 fe-
male Liver/white adults. Can go as a pair 
or separately. Nice temperaments, very 
friendly. 413-596-8190.

SALES SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild 
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality 
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is 
seeking a Sales Support Specialist. 
Excellent communication and computer 
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations 
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply, 
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at 

(774) 315-3107 
or by email: 

brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
 FULL-TIME HIGHWAY 

TRUCK DRIVER/EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR/LABORER.

Applicants must possess at least a Mas-
sachusetts Class D driver’s license.  Class 
A or B CDL with Air Brake Endorsement is 
preferred.  Must possess or be able to ob-
tain 2B or higher & 4G Hoisting Engineer’s 
licenses within 6 months of hire.  $22.00 to 
$28.79 per hour based on qualifications.  
Application and complete job description 
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until 
filled.  Town of Huntington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
PART-TIME ASSISTANT

 TAX COLLECTOR.
18 hours per week to be worked Monday 
through Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
$20.00 to $22.00 per hour based on ex-
perience.  Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Position is 
open until filled.  Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

YARD AND BARN HELP. 14-years or 
older working with Morgan horses, groom-
ing and helping with showing (I need some 
good help). 508-867-7855.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIAL!SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to 
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue. 

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 28th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:

wdelcamp@turley.com
MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:

Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to

Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Honor Your Graduate
2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

SPECIAL $55.00Regular Price 
$76.00

did that was I enjoy work-
ing with kids and it seemed 
like a way to combine the 
things that I like to do. I love 
art, obviously, it’s something 
that I study academically, 
as well as actively create. 
So then I felt like I had the 
ability to share that and pass 
that knowledge on.” Osborn 
hopes that attendees of the 
art show will be able to see 
that art can be so many dif-
ferent things and be present-
ed in so many different ways.

“I hope people realize 
that art can be many things. 
There is such depth to what 
art is. People think that it’s 

easy, but if you ask any art 
student, it can be quite dif-
ficult. It’s much harder than 
being told like ‘this is a rule 
for this subject.’ It’s open 
and it’s about problem solv-
ing creatively, which is a 
beneficial skill for any field. 
So, no matter what art stu-
dents end up doing after 
high school or in their life, 
the skills they learn taking 
art classes will be of value. 
I hope that people under-
stand too, that there are 
many opportunities for arts 
careers. There are many 
different fields within that 
overall umbrella term of art, 
where people can design and 
work and have a creative ca-

reer and have an effective 
salary to have a life that is 
comfortable.”

Osborn gave out three 
scholarships to three lucky 
AHS seniors who have ex-
celled artistically through-
out their high school ca-
reers. She brought attention 
to the hard work each piece 
took and the passion the 
students brought to their 
art. It’s clear the AHS art stu-
dents have real talent and 
true passion for the master-
pieces they create. With the 
guidance of their dedicated 
teachers, they managed to 
put on an art show that per-
fectly encapsulated their ar-
tistic abilities.

ART   ❚   from page 1

Hannah Parker with her stunning and inspirational three wooden 
carven beach scenes inspired by her mother.

Left,  Senior, 
Jaden Meyer’s 
stipple drawing 
of a lizard.

Angelina Lavrenchuk with her impressive fruit painting.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

Jaden Meyer with his thought-provoking hand sculpted light up 
mask.

Hannah Parker with the quilt she made out of her old sports merchandise.

Above, art 
display by AHS 

art students 
at the Spring 

Art Show.


