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SPRINGFIELD— When Aga-
wam senior Brayden Fed-
erico woke up last Saturday 
morning, he felt confident 
that his lacrosse team would 
defeat Valley Wheel league 
rival Minnechaug Region-
al and capture the Western 
Mass. Class A championship 
title for the first time.

Federico led the way of-
fensively with five goals and 
an assist, as the top-seeded 
Brownies pulled away during 
the second half for a 13-6 vic-
tory over the second-seeded 
Falcons at Berte Field locat-
ed on the Springfield Central 
campus. 

“Our main goal coming 
into this season was to win 
the Western Mass. title,” said 
Federico, who’ll be playing 
college lacrosse at the Uni-
versity of New England next 
year. “When I woke up this 
morning, I had a pretty good 
feeling that it would be our 
day. It was a lot of fun, espe-
cially doing it against Min-
nechaug. We know each oth-
er very well and it’s always a 
physical game against them.”

It was the third meeting of 
the season between the Valley 
Wheel rivals.

Agawam, who finished the 
regular season with a 13-4 
overall record, won the first 

Strong second half 
wins Western Mass. 
title for Brownies

Title Town 

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
High School boys volleyball 
team has been a dominant 
force for several seasons 
with little deviation.

Their top competition in 
recent years has been West-
field High School, with the 
two teams exchanging wins 
and losses, as well as West-
ern Mass. championships. 
Agawam has been on the 
winning side more recent-
ly however, with two state 

championships in three 
years.

The state championship 
playoff brackets had yet to 
come out, and Agawam’s 
playoff competition has al-
ready heated up.

In two matchups, Aga-
wam has been playing to the 
maximum, defeating Chi-
copee Comprehensive 3-2 on 
May 19 in the Western Mass. 
Class A Tournament semifi-
nals.

Then, Agawam went up 

Boys volleyball 
outlasts competition 
at Western Mass.

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Last Thurs-
day, one day after Agawam 
High School softball success-
fully advanced to the West-
ern Mass. finals with a defeat 
of Westfield, the mayor filed 
a court injunction to prevent 
Agawam from being disqual-
ified from the game due to a 
clerical error.

The error, which almost 
got Agawam completely dis-
qualified from the Western 
Mass. tournament, involved 
the lack of a three-game com-
mitment in the system used 
to schedule games. Agawam 
was only scheduled for two 
TBA games per the MIAA 
and the Pioneer Valley Inter-
scholastic Athletic Confer-

Successful injunction allows AHS 
softball into Western Mass. finals

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM – On Monday 
May 11, Agawam Public Li-
brary hosted author Karen 
Warfield who discussed her 
book, “The Emancipation 
of Hannah Fathye Winslow: 
A Woman’s Journey in Co-
lonial America.” Her book 
is historical fiction. Kristen 
Frost, adult services library 
associate, introduced Warf-
ield. Warfield kicked off the 
discussion with a skit where 

she spoke to the audience us-
ing the form of English used 
during the colonial era, and 
kindly asked if she could re-
move her hat. The point of 
this portion of the discussion 
was for Warfield to show how 
hard things were for wom-
en back in the colonial era. 
During the discussion Warf-
ield showed the audience all 
the research she did to make 
sure her book was historically 
accurate. She gave audience 

Agawam Library hosts 
author Karen Warfield
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The Agawam High School boys lacrosse team is the Western 
Mass. champions.

The Class A Western Mass. Champion Agawam boys volleyball team.
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Above, Revolutionary War re-
enactors march in the Agawam 
Memorial Day parade. Left, 
Mayor Christopher Johnson 
waves to the townspeople. 
See story and more photos on 
page 12.
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$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. SMOKED

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BON-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
5/28/26-6/3/265/28/26-6/3/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

JONAH CRAB CLAWS COOKED ...
 

USDA INSP. FROZEN GOLDEN HARVEST

SHRIMP TOAST w/FISH 10.5 OZ .....

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN SARA LEE

CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 OZ ..

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN TENDERS TRAY PAK .........

lb

$199
lb

lb

$699

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

KRAKUS HONEY HAM ..................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN END 
or RIB END ROAST ................

ea

lb
$369

$279

$179

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST ..................

$279
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$139

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .........................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE FROZEN

PORK TENDERLOIN ......................

$449

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BONE-IN CHICKEN 
THIGHS 10 LB. BAG ............................

$299

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

SWISS CHEESE .............................
$444

lb lb
$659

BEEF CHUCK
STEAKS

$1049
lb

BEEF RIBEYE STEAKS

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

Cultivate your curiosity 
at the Agawam Public Li-
brary with this year’s Adult 
Summer Reading Challenge: 
“Plant a Seed, Read”! Log 
your reading, complete ac-
tivities, and contribute to our 
Community Reading Goal to 
earn raffle tickets that can be 
entered to win one of our five 
grand prizes! This challenge 
will run from Monday, June 
29 to Friday, Aug. 7. You can 
participate one of two ways: 
visit agawamlibrary.bean-
stack.org to log your reading 
online, or visit the library In-
formation Desk to log your 
reading in person using our 
paper packet! Registration 
for this challenge opens on 
June 29.

Come on out for some 
golfing fun! Agawam Pub-
lic Library has partnered 
with the Agawam Municipal 
Golf Course for Let’s Golf ! A 
Chipping and Putting Clinic 
on Monday, June 1 at 1 p.m. 
Attendees will learn proper 
techniques of chipping and 
putting, arguably the most 
important part of any golf 
round. This clinic is open to 
beginners as well as those 
looking to hone their golf 
skills. Please note that this 
event will be held at the Aga-
wam Municipal Golf Course 
(128 Southwick St, Feeding 
Hills, MA) and registration is 
required. 

Learn how to uncover the 
past of any home—wheth-
er it’s 20 years old or 200! 
The Agawam Public Library, 
Agawam Historical Associa-
tion, and Agawam Historical 
Commission have partnered 
to bring you 10 Steps to Re-

searching the History of Your 
House in Agawam with The 
Northeast House Histori-
an. House historian Marian 
Pierre-Louis will introduce 
where to find the deeds to 
your house, how to chain 
a deed, and locate other 
sources of information such 
as the US Federal Census re-
cords, maps and tax records. 
Come learn 10 steps to get 
you started on your house 
history research and uncov-
er the stories that bring the 
history of your house alive! 
This talk is appropriate for 
both beginners and those 
who have research experi-
ence. This event will take 
place on Monday, June 8 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Judith Clini 
Community Room. Please 
register to attend.

Interested in participat-
ing online for our Summer 
Reading Challenge, but need 
a Beanstack refresher? We’ve 
got you covered! On Wednes-
day, June 17th at 6:30PM and 
Monday, June 22 at 10 a.m. in 
the Judith Clini Communi-
ty Room, the library will be 
hosting Library Tech: Get-
ting Started with Beanstack. 
Learn the ins and outs of us-
ing Beanstack for our read-
ing challenge, as well as how 
you can use it to record what 
and how often you are read-
ing. Please register to attend 
either of these sessions and 
be sure to bring along which-
ever mobile device you are 
most comfortable using.

Join us for an evening of 
Revolutionary War history 
as we continue to celebrate 
the 250th anniversary of the 
United States. Alex MacKen-

zie from the Springfield Ar-
mory National Historic Site 
will present The Most Proper 
Spot in America: The Conti-
nental Arsenal at Springfield 
on Thursday, June 18 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Judith Clini Com-
munity Room. Following the 
creation of the Continen-
tal Army in 1775, General 
George Washington and his 
lieutenants organized a sys-
tem of supply and logistics to 
support the fledgling Ameri-
can military as it fought for 
independence. Brigadier 
General Henry Knox, Chief 
of Artillery, personally sited 
a military supply depot at 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
early in 1777. Hundreds of 
enlisted tradesmen poured 
into town to begin building, 
repairing, maintaining and 
shipping all sorts of military 
supplies, and Springfield was 
quickly bustling with activity 
throughout the American 
Revolution. Join Springfield 
Armory NHS Curator Alex 
MacKenzie as he reveals the 
hidden stories of the Conti-
nental Arsenal at Springfield 
and the contributions of the 
region to American inde-
pendence! Please register to 
attend.

Discover the power of 
music with Dr. Randi Lebar 
as she presents Music and 
Memory: The Accidental 
Creation of a 92-year-old So-
cial Media Sensation. Lebar 
will recount the wild ride she 
has taken with her mother, 
pianist Elaine Lebar (born in 
1928), who went viral on Tik-
Tok in 2020 while living in a 
memory care unit in Buz-
zards Bay. Specifically focus-

ing on the magic and power 
of music in dementia, the 
talk features many videos of 
Elaine, and also includes les-
sons Randi learned along the 
way about finding meaning 
and joy in their relationship, 
in spite of her mother’s men-
tal decline. The presentation 
is sure to entertain a wide 
audience, and it will be espe-
cially educational and hope-
ful for those dealing with a 
loved one in any stage of cog-
nitive decline. This event will 
take place on Monday, June 
22 at 6:30 p.m. in the Judith 
Clini Community Room and 
registration is required.

Join us for a Local Au-
thor Talk with Angela Grout 
as she discusses her latest 
novel Bean in My Breast. The 
book is a powerful story of 
motherhood, legacy, faith 
and the courage to say good-
bye while still holding on. 
This fictional memoir of one 
woman’s journey of accept-
ing living, loving and making 
peace with dying as she lives 
her days with breast can-
cer prompts conversations 
for all. The author will read 
aloud a sample of the book 
and give insight to the writ-
ing and publishing process. 
Copies of all of Grout’s books 
will be available for purchase 
and signing. This event will 
take place on Monday, June 
29 at 6:30 p.m. in the Judith 
Clini Community Room and 
registration is required.

Our regular programs are 
a great way for folks to pur-
sue their interests or try out 
something new! Drop in for 
the last few sessions of Qi-
gong for Spring on Tuesdays 

at 11 a.m. in the Judith Cli-
ni Community Room. With 
similarities to yoga and tai 
chi, Qigong is an ancient 
healing art that blends fit-
ness, breathwork, and med-
itation. Harness the expan-
sive energy of spring to build 
strength and flexibility while 
balancing mind, body, and 
spirit for a fresh new year. The 
last class will be held on June 
23. Join us for weekly Chair 
Yoga at 9:05 a.m. on Wednes-
days in the Clini Community 
Room. Led by yoga instruc-
tor Heidi Taberman, these 
drop-in classes are perfect 
for folks of all fitness lev-
els. If you’re a fan of board 
games and card games, then 
check out our drop-in Game 
Night on Wednesday, June 
3 at 6:30 p.m. in the Clini 
Community Room. Are you 
a writer looking to connect 
with other writers? Join our 
Writers Group hosted by 
author Katherine Anderson 
on Thursday, June 18 in the 
Peirce Conference Room. 
There will be opportuni-
ties for peer and host feed-
back, learning the basics of 
self-publishing, finding op-
portunities for submission to 
magazines, literary journals, 
and presses, assembling a 
portfolio, and the basics of 
a query package for sub-
missions and publications. 
Please register to attend!

This month’s Virtual Au-
thor Talk Series kicks off on 
Wednesday, June 3 at 2 p.m. 
with a fascinating discussion 
with Smithsonian Curator 
Mary Savig on the history 
and significance of craft at 
state fairs—from blue-rib-

bon quilts to sculpted butter 
cows, and so much more! 
Join us for an adventurous 
conversation with bestsell-
ing author Matt Dinniman 
on Thursday, June 11 at 7 p.m. 
as he discusses his wildly 
popular (and just plain wild) 
Dungeon Crawler Carl series. 
Storyteller and popular blog-
ger Ted Page will discuss his 
book Good Grandpa: Stories 
from the Heart of Grandfa-
therhood on Thursday, June 
18 at 2 p.m. This heartfelt 
book highlights his journey 
to bring together the stories 
and wisdom of grandfathers 
from all walks of life—all 
with a mission to nurture 
the next great generation. 
Looking for some new reci-
pes to try out? Join authors 
Sana Javeri Kadri and Asha 
Loupy as they discuss their 
cookbook, The Diaspora 
Spice Co. Cookbook, which 
celebrates beautiful, simple, 
and seasonal cooking with 
85 recipes adapted from In-
dia and Sri Lanka’s best fam-
ily spice farms. This event 
will take place on Tuesday, 
June 23 at 2 p.m. To register 
to attend any or all of these 
virtual talks, please call the 
library or visit libraryc.org/
agawamlibrary.

Thank you to the Agawam 
Center Library Association 
and the Friends of the Aga-
wam Library for sponsoring 
select library programs. Our 
last open Saturday before 
summer hours begin is June 
6 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please 
note that the library will be 
closed on Friday, June 19 in 
observance of Juneteenth.

Agawam Public Library announces adult activities for June

AGAWAM – The popular 
Summer Craft Beer Tasting 
and BBQ fundraiser will re-
turn to the historic Captain 
Charles Leonard House, 663 
Main Street, Agawam, on Fri-
day evening, June 19, 2026. 
The event will take place rain 
or shine, from 6 to 9 p.m., and 
will benefit preservation ef-
forts at the 1805 former stage 
tavern, which has served as 
Agawam’s Community House 
since 1939. 

The event, sponsored by 
McCarthy’s Liquors of Aga-
wam and Phipps Discount 

Liquors of Feeding Hills, will 
feature a wide variety of local 
and craft beers, live music, 
raffles, and food. Joey’s Deli & 
Market will provide barbecue 
and Captain Leonard House 
Trustees will grill hot dogs 
and ham burgers. 

Advance tickets are $50 
per person, available at Mc-
Carthy’s Liquors, 430 Main 
Street, Agawam, (413) 786-
9537, and Phipps Discount Li-
quors 1350 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills, (413) 786-8471. 
Ticket includes food. 

Tickets will also be avail-

able at the door for $55 per 
person. 

Guests must be at least 21 
years old with a valid ID to at-
tend this event. 

This program is supported 
in part by a grant from the 
Agawam Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a State 
agency. 

More information about 
the Captain Charles Leonard 
House can be found at Face-
book.com/captainleonard-
house.

Craft Beer Tasting event set for June 19
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – On Monday, 
Hampden District Attorney 
Anthony D. Gulluni has an-
nounced that a juvenile male 
indicted as a youthful offend-
er has been sentenced in con-
nection with a shooting inci-
dent that occurred inside the 
Holyoke Mall on July 25, 2025.

The incident was one of 
the most recent incidents 
that have drawn emergency 
personnel to the mall. There 
have been a couple of shoot-
ings that have taken place 
there, as well as a fire in the 
middle of the mall near the 
food court’s ventilation sys-
tem that has also taken place.

The resolution for the ju-
venile that opened fire on po-
lice resolved last week.

Last Thursday, the defen-
dant was sentenced to five 
years to five years and one 
day in state prison on two 
counts of assault with intent 
to kill.

Additionally, the defen-
dant received concurrent 
state prison sentences of two 
and a half years to three years 
on charges of unlawful pos-
session of a firearm and pos-
session of a firearm without a 
serial number. The defendant 
was also sentenced to pro-
bation through 2032, on two 

counts of attempted assault 
and battery with a firearm.

As conditions of pro-
bation, the defendant was 
ordered to stay away from 
the victims and the Holyoke 
Mall, possess no firearms or 
dangerous weapons, and at-
tend school, work, or obtain 
a GED.

According to a press re-
lease from the DA’s office, at 
approximately 4:30 p.m. on 
July 25, 2025, Holyoke Police 
Officers working a detail as-
signment inside the Holyoke 
Mall approached the defen-
dant after a mall security 
officer observed an alleged 
shoplifting incident. During 
the encounter near the 
Round One entrance, the de-
fendant produced a firearm 
and discharged a round in 
the direction of officers. One 
officer returned fire, striking 
the defendant in the leg.

“This defendant’s reckless 
and violent actions endan-
gered law enforcement of-
ficers, mall employees, and 
innocent shoppers,” said Gul-
luni. “This sentence reflects 
the seriousness of bringing a 
loaded firearm into a crowd-
ed public place and open-
ing fire. We are grateful no 
innocent individuals were 
injured and commend the 
responding officers for their 
professionalism and courage 

during an extremely danger-
ous situation.”

Holyoke Police Chief Bri-
an Keenan was pleased with 
the outcome of the case and 
the sentencing of the juvenile 
involved in the incident.

“I would like to thank 
Hampden District Attor-
ney Anthony Gulluni and 
ADA Curtis Frick who did a 
tremendous job prosecut-
ing this case,” Keenan said. 
“When a police officer is shot 
at, there must be severe con-
sequences, so a situation like 
we witnessed in Cambridge 
doesn’t repeat itself. I com-
mend the Judge for his rul-
ing. The mall should be safe 
haven for all our visitors and 
its employees. This suspect’s 
brazen actions put our offi-
cers and mall patrons in a 
potentially deadly situation. 
I would also like to applaud 
our officers involved for their 
professionalism and poise 
during this incident.”

The case was investigat-
ed by the Holyoke Police 
Department and the Mas-
sachusetts State Police De-
tective Unit assigned to the 
Hampden District Attorney’s 
Office.

The Commonwealth was 
represented by Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Curtis Frick 
and Victim Witness Advo-
cate Cassidy Dill.    

Mall shooting subject sentenced

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact aan@turley.com
Agawam Advertiser News, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS



May 28, 2026    ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 3

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE

For License To Carry Permit
$140

Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz

muscione@hotmail.com

Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire
DEFENSE ATTORNEY

1380 Main Street, Suite 201
Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168
(Se Habla Español, preguntar por Marisol)

anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

SPRINGFIELD – Dakin 
Humane Society has named 
Samantha Novak associate 
director of marketing, ac-
cording to Director of Devel-
opment and Marketing Molly 
Biechele. 

Novak will provide overall 
marketing, communications, 
and public relations strategy 
for the organization, with a 
specific emphasis on foster-
ing and stewarding corpo-
rate and local partnerships. 
She will implement vision, 
priorities, and standards for 

all marketing activity, ensur-
ing alignment across con-
tent, digital, design, public 
relations, and development 
efforts. In addition, she will 
be responsible for translat-
ing organizational goals into 
integrated, measurable mar-
keting strategies that elevate 
brand awareness, community 
engagement, partnerships, 
and revenue.

“Sam brings an exception-
al combination of strategic 
marketing expertise, rela-
tionship-building skills and 

passion for mission-driven 
work to Dakin Humane Soci-
ety,” noted Biechele. “We are 
thrilled to welcome her to the 
Dakin team.” 

Prior to joining Dakin, 
Novak was a senior market-
ing automation manager 
for Blackbaud, where she 
developed targeted nurture 
engagement programs for 
fundraising, grantmaking, 
and data intelligence product 
audiences, shaped marketing 
strategy, and executed cam-
paigns.

She also served as a mar-
keting specialist for Per-
formance Food Group of 
Springfield, MA, where she 
led negotiations with broker/
vendor representatives and 
managed the end-to-end ful-
fillment process and imple-
mented campaigns. 

Novak has a certificate of 
Nonprofit Board Education 
for Corporate Employees and 
is a Root Cause Analysis Prac-
titioner. She earned a Bache-
lor of Science (BS) in Market-
ing from Bay Path College.

Dakin names Novak associate director of marketing

HOLYOKE – During the 
month of June, the Wistaria-
hurst Museum at 238 Cabot 
St. in Holyoke will host an 
exhibition of artwork by 
members of the Holyoke 
Arts League (HAL). The mu-
seum and gardens are the 
historic home of the Skinner 
Family that owned and op-
erated the Skinner Silk Mill, 
the world’s premier silk fab-
ric production facility in the 
city’s Canal District.

We hope you will attend 
our opening reception and 

meet the artists who live 
in Western Massachusetts 
and Northern Connecticut 
on Monday, June 1, from 5-7 
p.m. This event is free and 
open to the public. Through-
out the month of June, the 
exhibition may be viewed 
free of charge during the mu-
seum’s open hours, Mondays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
Tuesdays from 4:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.

This juried show will 
include entries in oil and 
pastel, watercolor, acrylic, 

tempera, gouache and other 
non-oil wet media, graphite, 
charcoal, printmaking and 
other graphic media, sculp-
ture and ceramics.

Light refreshments will 
be served.

The arts league was 
founded in 1923 and is now 
celebrating its 102nd year in 
Holyoke. The League holds 
artist demonstrations and 
weekly adult figure drawing 
sessions. For more informa-
tion about HAL, visit https://
www.holyoke-arts-league.

org online. You may also ad-
dress inquiries to holyoke-
artsleague@gmail.com

For more information 
about Wistariahurst, call 
(413) 322-5660 or online at 
info@wistariahurst.org. You 
may direct inquiries about 
Wistariahurst by emailing 
munselle@holyoke.org.

This program is funded in 
part by a grant from the Holy-
oke Local Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass. Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Holyoke Arts League to be featured at Wistariahurst

HOLYOKE — Holyoke 
Pride is proud to announce 
that Massachusetts drag per-
former Joslyn Fox will head-
line Holyoke PrideFest 2026, 
taking place on Saturday, 
June 27, 2026, at Veterans 
Park in downtown Holyoke. 

Known for her humor, 
heart, and unforgettable 
personality from Season 6 of 
RuPaul’s Drag Race, Joslyn 
Fox brings hometown New 
England energy to what orga-
nizers say will be the biggest 
Holyoke Pride celebration 
yet. 

Holyoke Pride has grown 
from a grassroots commu-
nity gathering into a month-
long citywide celebration of 
LGBTQIA+ visibility, culture, 
and joy, drawing thousands 
of attendees from across 
Western Massachusetts and 
beyond. PrideFest itself has 
become one of the region’s 
fastest-growing Pride events, 
featuring live performances, 
local artists, food vendors, 
community organizations, 
family activities, and nightlife 

events throughout the city. 
The 2026 celebration be-

gins with the annual Pride 
Flag Raising Ceremony at 
Holyoke City Hall on Monday, 
June 1, followed by a full cal-
endar of events throughout 
the month, including:

• June 1 – Pride Flag Rais-
ing 5 p.m. at Holyoke City 
Hall

• June 5 – House of Colors 
Youth Queer Prom

• June 7 – Buen Provecho 
Drag Brunch

• June 13 – Holyoke  Pride 
Rainbow Run 5K & 1-Mile 
Walk at Ashley Reservoir

• June 25 – Drag Story 
Hour at Holyoke Public Li-
brary

• June 27 – Holyoke 
PrideFest 12 to 6 p.m. at Vet-
erans Park

• June 27 – Holyoke Pride 
After Party 6 to 11 p.m. at The 
Wauregan

Organizers say the ex-
panded lineup reflects Holy-
oke’s continued commitment 
to building visible, welcom-
ing, and inclusive spaces for 

LGBTQIA+ residents and vis-
itors alike. 

“Now more than at any 
point in recent memory, it is 
important that LGBTQIA+ 
people know they are not 
alone,” said Holyoke City 
Councilor and longtime 
Holyoke Pride organizer Juan 
Anderson-Burgos. “Pride is 
more than a celebration — it 
is visibility, solidarity, and a 
public declaration that every 
person deserves the right to 
exist openly, safely, and with-
out fear. When communities 
come together in support 
and love, especially during 
difficult moments in our 
country’s history, that visibil-
ity becomes powerful. Holy-
oke continues to show that 
our city stands proudly with 
the LGBTQIA+ community.” 

Holyoke Pride organizers 
are also inviting local busi-
nesses, organizations, and 
community members to be-
come sponsors, volunteers, 
and partners for the 2026 sea-
son. According to organizers, 
sponsorship support helps 

keep many Pride events free 
and accessible to the public. 

“What began as a one-
day event has become a city-
wide movement centered on 
community, creativity, and 
connection. Every sponsor, 
volunteer, performer, and at-
tendee helps make Holyoke 
Pride possible,” said Ander-
son-Burgos.

Additional announce-
ments regarding perform-
ers, entertainment, vendors, 
and special guests will be 
released throughout the 
spring. Holyoke Pride orga-
nizers also wish to thank lead 
sponsor Holyoke Communi-
ty College and the Holyoke 
Local Cultural Council for 
their continued support over 
the years, helping expand 
LGBTQIA+ programming, 
visibility, and community cel-
ebration throughout the City 
of Holyoke. 

For event information, 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties, volunteer signups, and 
updates, visit www.holy-
okepride.org.

Joslyn Fox to headline PrideFest 2026
More Pride Month events are scheduled 

HOLYOKE— The Holy-
oke Senior Center Garden 
Club will hold its second 
annual plant sale on Sat-
urday, June 6, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Senior 

Center, 291 Pine St., Holy-
oke. Shoppers will find a 
selection of sun or shade 
loving perennials, plus 
herbs and annuals that do 
well in our local gardens. 

Members will be available 
to answer questions about 
the plants they enjoy. The 
sale will be held rain or 
shine.

Proceeds from the sale 

are used for projects that 
beautify and support the 
Senior Center’s gardens. 
Come and visit our beau-
tiful life-enhancing gar-
dens.

Plant Sale at the Holyoke Senior Center

HOLYOKE – On June 19, 
Wistariahurst Museum and 
Genuine Culture welcome 
guests to the Wistariahurst 
gardens for our annual 
Juneteenth event, Celebrate 
Juneteenth! This event com-
memorates freedom and 
the country’s second In-
dependence Day through 
community and celebration. 
Wistariahurst and Genuine 
Culture are collaborating 
for the fourth year to bring 
back this celebration for 
the Holyoke community 
and beyond. Enjoy activities 
throughout Wistariahurst’s 
grounds. Play games in the 
gardens, get creative with 
hands-on art projects, and 
more! There’s something for 
everyone, with activities for 
people of all ages.

This event will feature 
performances including 
Voices of Praise, storyteller 
Eshu Bumpus, and DJ Pzo 
Pete! Local food vendors 
will also be selling food and 
drinks for guests to enjoy, in-
cluding Souper Sweet, White 
Lion Brewery, and Thai Chili 
Street Food. Other perform-
ers and food vendors are to 

be announced. 
Black-owned businesses, 

makers, and artists will be 
selling a variety of locally 
made items. Local organiza-
tions will also have tables at 
the event, sharing informa-
tion on their initiatives and 
what work they’re doing in 
the community.

 Juneteenth serves as a 
poignant reminder of the re-
markable resilience of Black 
lives, symbolizing the chal-
lenges and victories of for-
merly enslaved individuals 
striving for unity, education, 
and political engagement 
during the Reconstruction 
period. So mark your calen-
dars and bring your friends 
and family to Wistariahurst 
Museum on June 19 from 12 
to 3 p.m. It’s going to be a day 
of joy, making memories, 
honoring history, and uplift-
ing the voices of the Black 
community in Holyoke. Best 
of all, admission to this cel-
ebration is completely free 
and open to the public! We 
can’t wait to see you there.

This event is sponsored 
by the Adam’s Foundation of 
South Hadley.

Celebrate Juneteenth 
at Wistariahurst

CHICOPEE - Local non-
profit Harmony House of 
Western Massachusetts in-
vites the community to take 
a chance on winning a trip to 
Italy for two while support-
ing its mission and residents. 

The nonprofit is selling 
tickets for $100 per chance 
to win a guided trip for two 
to Italy, with several desti-
nations, including Rome, 
Capri, and the Amalfi Coast, 
from October 10-20, 2026.

Only 250 chances will 
be sold and the prize pack-
age-valued at $9,900-in-
cludes airfare, accommo-
dations, transportation, 
meals, and a curated trav-
el experience, making it 
a unique opportunity for 
community members to 
help care for their neigh-
bors facing terminal illness. 
Profits from the raffle will 
directly support Harmony 
House’s mission of provid-
ing a home with compas-
sionate end-of-life care and 
companionship to hospice 
patients in need, regardless 
of their financial status or 

any other circumstances.
This is the second year 

Harmony House has hosted 
the fundraiser. Last year’s 
winners, Jerry and Mari-
lyn, reflected on their ex-
perience, sharing, “You buy 
something like this and as-
sume that it would just be 
a donation, but this was the 
trip of a lifetime! Great trip, 
brand new buses, guides 
were very knowledgeable, 
and the information session 
at Figaro’s Restaurant before 
the trip was very informa-
tive.”

Tickets are available 
for purchase now through 
Thursday, June 4, and the 
drawing will take place via 
Facebook Live on Friday, 
June 5. Visit Harmony-
HouseWMA.org/ItalyRaffle 
for purchase options, trip 
itinerary, and terms and 
conditions. Tickets are also 
available for purchase at 
Figaro’s Restaurant in En-
field, Pizza Lino in Chicopee, 
and the office of Our Lady of 
the Blessed Sacrament Par-
ish in Westfield.

Win a trip to Italy while 
supporting hospice 
patients in need

AGAWAM – Agawam 
High School Class of 1967 
will be holding its 60th re-
union sometime in calen-
dar year 2027.  We are seek-
ing our classmates that 

have not been contacted 
recently. Please contact 
John DeVecchi with your 
name, address and phone 
number(s) to agawam67@
aol.com

Class of 1967 needs help

CALABRESECALABRESE
FARMSFARMS

257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rt. 57)
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

OUR OWN RHUBARB &ASPARAGUS 

Hanging Baskets & Mixed Containers
~ We Accept SNAP and HIP Benefits ~

       Vegetable Plants, 
 Annuals, Perennials, 
 Strawberry Plants, Herbs, 

 Geraniums, Tomato Plants & Roses

Water Garden Plants

Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 70 Years

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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OpinionOpinion
Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on 
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local 
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the 
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered for 

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the 
Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author 
verification purposes. We 
do not publish anonymous 
letters.
 All letters are subject to ed-
iting for content and length. 
The deadline is Monday at 
noon. Please send letters to 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
care of Turley Publications 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, or e-mail aan@
turley.com.

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibellli

aan@turley.com
sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com
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The Agawam Advertiser News 
(USPS 001-170) is published every 

Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
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publication. Materials will not be 
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Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Help, SSA says I’’m not
eligible for benefits

For as long as I can re-
member, the “safe 
date” for planting 
tender crops 
was always 
M e m o r i a l 
Day.  

This year in 
particular the 
holiday is on 
the early side, 
the 25th of May, 
as opposed to 
the 30th or 31st. Here in New 
England, five or six days can 
make all the difference in the 
world.  

Sure, as I write, the mercu-
ry is set to rise well into the 
high eighties for three or four 
days, then become more sea-
sonable again. It’s a wonder 
the plants know what to do.  

Anyhow, read on to learn 
about some tender plants 
and how they respond better 
when soil or air temperatures 
have warmed.

Although cool loving peas 
and warmth loving beans are 
both legumes, bean seeds in 
particular crave seventy to 
eighty degree soil in which 
to germinate. This is particu-
larly evident with white seed-
ed bean varieties, since the 
white seeds reflect the heat 
instead of holding on to it like 
dark seeds do.  

Oftentimes, white seeds 
will rot before they sprout if 

planted too soon. If you are in 
the mood to gamble and de-
sire an early sowing of beans, 
use a dark seeded variety.

Untreated corn seeds will 
not germinate in soil below 
60 degrees. We are advised 
to be patient and trust that 
seed planted in warm soil will 
make up for lost time, and 
they typically will, in no time 
flat. 

Those of us who plant only 
a small plot have luck start-
ing corn seeds indoors then 
transplanting the seedlings 
outside. I sowed my corn 
two seeds per six pack a few 
days back and have it on heat 
along with a sowing of winter 
squash and melons and all 
are popping up nicely.  

I usually pick the best of 
the two in the cell of the pack 
and pinch away the slower 
one so there is no competi-
tion, giving the stronger seed-

ling all of the room to grow 
nicely. Never pull out when 

thinning; roots may be 
disturbed.

Speaking of 
seedlings, it’s 

also import-
ant not to 
shock our 

home grown 
pepper or tomato 
seedlings by trans-

planting them into cold 
soil or cold air. Night 

temperatures should be a 
consistent 50 degrees before 
planting out peppers.  

I typically preheat the soil 
my peppers are to be planted 
in with black plastic, laying it 
right down in the garden bed 
for a week prior to planting. I 
cut holes into it at transplant-
ing time, amending each hole 
as I go.  

For added warmth, some 
gardeners looking to get a 
head start often use a row 
cover to add a few degrees of 
warmth and protect plants 
from the wind.

Tomatoes are planted 
outside after all danger of 
frost has passed. Typically 
on Memorial Day!  In fact, I 
think the whole “safe date” 
theory came to be because 
of tomatoes! When I was just 
getting started in horticulture 

Why do we wait until
Memorial Day to plant?

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
Help, the Social Security 

Administration says I didn’t 
pay enough into my Social 
Security account, despite 
being a business owner and 
paying taxes. 

What can I do? 
Signed: Self-employed 
American

Dear Self-employed: 
For all potential SS bene-

ficiaries, it is very important 
to know how Social Security 
determines if you are eligi-
ble for retirement benefits: 
Everyone including the 
self-employed must have 
earned at least 40 “quarter 
credits” contributing to the 
SS program, which is usual-
ly about 10 years’ worth of 
earnings. 

You can earn up to four 
“quarter credits” per year, 
depending on your earnings 
including your net earnings 
from self-employment. For 
example, this year (2026) 
you will get one “quarter 
credit” for each $1,890 of 
earnings, up to four credits 
maximum for the year. 

As a self-employed busi-
ness owner, only your net 
earnings are counted, e.g., 
after all your reported busi-
ness deductions are taken. 
The SSA gets your earnings 
information from the IRS, 
so SSA goes by whatever 
information you submitted 
in the self-employment in-
come tax returns you sub-
mitted to the IRS over the 
years. 

If you don’t have at least 
40 “quarter credits” over 
your lifetime, you won’t be 
eligible for Social Security 
retirement benefits.

The best way to further 
investigate this is to create 
your personal “my Social 
Security” online account at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 
When you have done that, 
you will be able to see how 

many quarter credits you 
currently have (apparently 
less than 40) and determine 
how much more you must 
earn to be eligible for SS re-
tirement benefits. 

For example, if you have 
36 or more credits now, 
you could likely work just 
another year or part of a 
year, to be eligible for SS 
benefits next year. Knowing 
how many “credits” you now 
have will tell you how much 
more in annual net earnings 
from self-employment you 
must have to become eligi-
ble for SS benefits.

When you create you 
online SS account, you will 
also be able to see your en-
tire lifetime record of your 
earnings reported to Social 
Security and you should 
review that record to make 
sure that your lifetime earn-
ings have been correctly re-
ported to Social Security. 

If there are any discrep-
ancies in your lifetime 
earnings record, they can 
be corrected by using form 
SSA-7008. You can find ad-
ditional guidance on this at 
the following SSA web link: 
www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-
10081.pdf .

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  GARDEN  ❙   page 5

What is “lifestyle medicine”? your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

We’ve known for decades 
that the foods we choose to 
eat and the habits (good and 
bad) we develop have a pro-
found impact on our quality 
of life and health. At your reg-
ular appointments with your 
primary care provider, you 
are probably quizzed about 
your diet, alcohol consump-
tion, drug use and level of 
activity.

Typically, doctors don’t 
have the time during the 7½ 
minutes they spend with you 
to connect the dots and help 
you make meaningful chang-
es in those aspects of your 
life. It’s not their fault; most 
of them are at the mercy of 
insurers and corporate over-
lords.

So, it’s usually up to us to 
change our lifestyle.

A branch of medicine 
emerged about 30 years 
ago – lifestyle medicine – in 
which an integrated group of 
practitioners, from internists 
to gastroenterologists to psy-
chologists to nutritionists to 
pharmacists, supports peo-
ple on this journey.

Lifestyle medicine gained 
momentum in the 2010s 
because of the explosion 
of chronic diseases, rising 
health-care costs, stronger 
long-term data linking life-
style to health, and dissatis-
faction with medication-only 
approaches.

By the 2020s, many ma-
jor health systems began in-
tegrating lifestyle medicine 
clinics.

There are several lifestyle 
medicine practices in Massa-

chusetts, including at Massa-
chusetts General.

In 2004, the American 
College of Lifestyle Medicine 
(ACLM) was founded, and 
earlier this year it launched 
a certification program for 
health-care professionals 
who want to bring the prac-
tice to their patients.

Lifestyle medicine focuses 
on what it calls six “pillars” to 
address the root causes, not 
just the symptoms, of chron-
ic illness. Those pillars are

• Optimal nutrition: A 
whole-food, plant-predomi-
nant eating pattern.

• Physical activity: Regu-
lar, consistent movement.

• Restorative sleep: Pri-
oritizing quality sleep for re-
covery.

• Stress management: 

Techniques to manage and 
reduce stress levels.

• Avoidance of risky sub-
stances: Quitting tobacco, 
limiting alcohol, and avoid-
ing harmful substances.

•	 C onn e c t edn e ss: 
Maintaining positive, sup-
portive social relationships. 

 Their goal is to treat, 
reverse and even prevent 
chronic diseases such as di-

abetes, obesity and cardio-
vascular disease using evi-
dence-based methods that 
may be used in conjunction 
with medication.

As long as you have a di-
agnosis of a chronic disease 
and are treated by a licensed 
health-care professional,it’s 
likely your insurance compa-
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!

S E R V I N G  P A L M E R ,  M O N S O N ,  B R I M F I E L D ,  H O L L A N D  &  W A L E S

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com www.journalregister.turley.comNovember 13, 2025  ❙   Vol. CLXXIV,  No. 42  ❙   $1.00

Journal Register 
The

SPORTS: Mustangs trample Holbrook - Page 11    ■    Veterans Remembered - Page 14-16    ■    Obituaries - Page 17

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Saluting Our Local Heroes★
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★
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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ny will cover care from a life-
style medicine practice. Ser-
vices like “wellness coaches” 
or “lifestyle programs” may 
not be covered.

Now, if all of this sounds 
a bit like Make America 
Healthy Again (MAHA), the 
signature program of our 
current health and human 
services secretary, Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr., you’re not wrong. 
Kennedy is a proponent of 
people exercising and eat-
ing healthier in order to take 
control of their own health.

So, there are areas where 
MAHA and lifestyle medi-
cine overlap, but the ACLM 
emphasizes that it’s a health-
care approach, not a political 
movement.

Lifestyle medicine 
supports vaccines, re-
search-based conventional 
treatments and standard 
medical guidelines. Practi-
tioners would agree that im-
proving diet, sleep and stress 
management is good public 
health policy, and those te-

nets exist independently of 
politics.

That said, the ACLM 
supports coming chang-
es in Medicare that are in 
alignment with its goals. 
The Make America Healthy 
Again: Enhancing Lifestyle 
and Evaluating Value-based 
Approaches Through Evi-
dence (MAHA ELEVATE) 
for Original Medicare, was 
announced in December. 
Launching later this year, it 
will provide funding for “ev-
idence-based, whole-person 
care approaches” not cur-
rently covered by Original 
Medicare. 

I don’t think there’s any-
thing about lifestyle medi-
cine that’s inherently contro-
versial or political. Those six 
pillars are certainly within 
the realm of traditional med-
ical practice. And you can 
use the pillars on your own to 
improve your health, wheth-
er that means eating more 
plant-based foods, practicing 
mindfulness for stress reduc-
tion, going out to lunch with 
friends, quitting tobacco or 

taking a daily walk.
But many people need the 

advice and support of medi-
cal professionals to make the 
changes they need to become 
healthier and manage chron-
ic diseases. If that sounds like 
something you need, you can 
learn more about lifestyle 
medicine at lifestylemedi-
cine.org and see if it would 
be a good fit for your health-
care journey.

 Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, 
R.N., a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical 
professionals to become suc-
cessful private patient advo-
cates.  A Monson, MA resident, 
she is the author of “How to 
Be a Healthcare Advocate for 
Yourself & Your Loved Ones” 
and her new book, “Advocat-
ing Well: Strategies for Finding 
Strength and Understanding 
in Health Care,” available at 
Amazon.com.  Contact her at 
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com to set up a free 
phone consultation. 

I remember all sorts of con-
traptions people used to use 
to try and get the first ripe 
tomato in the neighborhood.  

By planting tomatoes 
transplants earlier you could 
get earlier fruiting. Cloches 
or wall-o-waters were pop-
ular before the floating row 
covers became the rage.  

I typically wait to trans-

plant my tomatoes. Mine are 
huge this year.  

Remember, if your plants 
get big and your are still a 
few weeks away from getting 
them from the six pack into 
the ground, “pot them up.” 
It’s a term for going up a size, 
say from a cell to a four inch 
pot, so roots don’t get bound 
before they get the chance to 
live happily ever after in the 
garden.  

Soon enough, for sure!
Roberta McQuaid graduat-

ed from the Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For the last 
34 years, she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 

Schools & YouthSchools & Youth
COLLEGE NOTES

WORCESTER – On May 
15, members of the Assump-
tion community gathered to 
present 13 exceptional lead-
ers, including Kailey Butler 
of Agawam, in the Class of 
2026 with the Emmanuel 

D’Alzon Crown and Shield 
Award.

Students are nominat-
ed for the award by faculty 
and staff. The “crown” and 
“shield” refer to the icons 
in the university seal, and 

recipients have “protect-
ed (shield) and furthered 
(crown) the interests of the 
student body and university 
in various areas of leader-
ship and community service 
to students and others.”

Assumption honors Butler’s 
exceptional leadership

ANNVILLE, PA – Camer-
on Croteau of Feeding Hills, 
is one of more than 600 un-
dergraduate and graduate 
students who marked their 
academic success and re-
ceived their degree as part 

of Lebanon Valley College’s 
157th Commencement on 
Saturday, May 9.

Croteau received a bach-
elor of science in exercise 
science. Croteau will con-
tinue at LVC to pursue a 

doctor of physical therapy 
in physical therapy. Cro-
teau received the follow-
ing honor(s): magna cum 
laude.

Croteau is a graduate of 
Tec Connections Academy.

Croteau Graduates From 
Lebanon Valley College

AGAWAM – GFWC Aga-
wam Junior Women’s Club 
is pleased to announce that 
$3000 in scholarship mon-
ies were awarded this year 
to high school students who 
are Agawam/Feeding Hills 
residents.

Chairman Natalia Clifton 
and a committee of three 
clubmembers read applica-
tions and picked the win-
ners.

Winners were:
AJWC Future Teacher 

Scholarship - Maddie Balz-
zano 

Agawam Club Scholar-
ships - Matilda Larochelle, 
Aiden Therrien, Chloe Ba-
naitis

Congratulations to all 
graduates!

For 50 years, with scholar-
ships awarded totaling well 
over $120,000 ~ the Agawam 
Juniors’ reports that our pur-
pose is the same as when it 
was first organized in 1957 ~ 
the advancement of public 
welfare and the promotion 
of civic and cultural interests 
of women. Today members 
are welcome from all towns 

surrounding Agawam.
Our members include 

working and retired wom-
en, young mothers and both 
new and established resi-
dents. If you are 18 years of 
age or older, please consid-
er dropping by a meeting to 
learn what we are all about! 
New members are always 
welcome.

For more information 
about the Agawam Juniors 
please check out our Face-
Book page https://www.
facebook.com/AgawamJu-
niorWomensClub/

Junior Women’s Club award scholarships

WESTFIELD – Diane 
Chambers, executive direc-
tor of Amelia Park Children’s 
Museum has announced 
plans for a unique outdoor 
playscape called Farm in the 
Woods, scheduled to open 
this summer.

In 2025, the museum was 
awarded a grant through the 
Beveridge Family Foundation 
for concept, construction 
and fabrication of the out-
door play space. The fund-
ing allowed the museum to 
hire Panoptic Design/Build, 
a museum exhibit designer 

and fabricator, based in West 
Springfield to create designs.

The project was also 
funded in part by the Mas-
sachusetts Office of Travel & 
Tourism with state funding 
secured by Senator John Ve-
lis and Representative Kelly 
Pease.

“Panoptic is so excited to 
be working on the Farm in the 
Woods exhibit for the Ame-
lia Park Children’s Museum, 
with a community that has 
earnestly and enthusiastical-
ly supported this project. The 
Farm in the Woods is intend-

ed to bring out the best parts 
of growing up on a farm in 
New England: Curious obser-
vation, secret hideaways, ex-
citing adventures, and always 
something new to discover. It 
examines the place of farms 
in the broader ecosystem, ex-
ploring themes of biodiversity 
and connectedness with play-
ful interactives,” said Panoptic 
designer Terra Fletcher.

Sponsorships for Farm in 
the Woods are still available. 
For more information, con-
tact diane@ameliaparkmuse-
um.org, 413-572-4014. 

members maps to look at as 
well as a dictionary of colo-
nial English.

Warfield talked about her 
skit and her process of writ-
ing her book.

“I just want the audience 
to get into the mood of 1640. 
Because I’m using words, 
they may not have heard, and 
I just wanted them to realize 
the hard times back then. We 
kind of fantasize how easy it 
was, it was not. This book took 
me three years.” Warfield then 
spoke about how her charac-
ters have come alive in her 
mind and why a book revolv-
ing around hardships women 
historically went through is 
important, “They are real peo-
ple to me. And as crazy as it 
sounds, I think about them all 
the time. I dream about them. 
I used to put a little piece of 
paper by my bed, when I had 
a dream and say, ‘Oh, that’s 
a good way to do it.’ Then I 
wake up and come back to 
reality. But to me, they’re al-
most like children. They have 
their good times and their 
bad times. History is written 
by men, and the women are 
in the background, but they 
are there and they need to be 
recognized.”

Although Warfield’s 
character Hannah Fathye 

Winslow is fictional, she rep-
resents the many struggles’ 
women faced back in the co-
lonial era and also represents 
some issues that women still 
face today. Warfield is bring-
ing attention to these issues 
through her book; she hopes 
people can see, “A different 
point of view,” when reading 
her book. 

Frost said the library 
wanted to have Warfield 
come present her book to the 
community.

“When Karen reached out 
to let us know about her book, 
I was immediately interested 
due to the colonial time peri-
od and initial setting of Aga-
wam in the story. I thought 
her presentation would be of 
interest to the residents of the 
Agawam community. After 
reading the book, the plight 
of the characters, and partic-

ularly the women, brings to 
the forefront the challenges 
they experienced in the ear-
liest days of our country and 
how many women today still 
face related issues. It is an in-
teresting reflection point to 
compare the women of this 
time period to women in to-
day’s world.” 

Frost shared some up-
coming events at the library. 
On Tuesday, June 9 from 6 
to 8:30 p.m. the presentation 
of 10 Steps to Researching 
the History of Your House in 
Agawam will take place. This 
event is presented by The 
Northeast House Historian 
and sponsored by Agawam 
Public Library and Agawam 
Historical Association and 
Agawam Historical Commis-
sion.

It’s clear Warfield has put a 
lot of time and planning into 
not just writing her book but 
also the way in which she pre-
sented it to the community. 
By showing all the research 
she did and explaining how 
her characters are more than 
words on a page she was able 
to give the audience insight 
into the true experience of 
being an author. For more 
information about upcom-
ing events at Agawam Public 
Library, visit, Agawam Public 
Library - Agawam, (MA) Mas-
sachusetts. 

AUTHOR  ❚   from page 1

Karen Warfield

Amelia Park Children’s Museum 
announces plans for ‘Farm in the Woods’

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Streetcar
  5. Take __ of it!
 10. SW Asia peninsula
 12. Beating wings to escape 

from a perch
 14. One who revitalizes
 16. Indicates position
 18. Dishonorable man
 19. Singer King Cole
 20. Short-tailed marten
 22. One point east 

(clockwise) of due north
 23. The god of the 

underworld in ancient 
mythology

 25. Dirt
 26. Superconducting super 

collider
 27. Not good
 28. A way to sink
 30. Unwell
 31. Follow orders
 33. Deep ravine

 35. Perfumery practice
 37. Indian film director 

Sultan
 38. Member of U.S. Navy
 40. Wing-like
 41. Very fast airplane
 42. Slang for cigarette
 44. Most cars still need it
 45. Political war chest
 48. Cools down
 50. Diminish toward one end
 52. Indigenous person of 

Thailand
 53. Combined
 55. Container
 56. Expression of 

satisfaction
 57. Thou
 58. Return a favor
 63. Go over once more
 65. Removed
 66. “Silence of the __”
 67. Comedian Rogen

CLUES DOWN
  1. Children’s game
  2. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
  3. Own (Scottish)
  4. Female follower of 

Bacchus
  5. Subsides
  6. Protects from weather
  7. Spanish municipality
  8. Supermarket chain
  9. Domain name
 10. Semitic peoples
 11. Designs anew
 13. City associated with 

Jesus
 15. Cool!
 17. Bank employee
 18. Central nervous system
 21. Standardized piece of 

text
 23. A type of fever
 24. Baglike structure in a 

plant or animal

 27. Threaten persistently
 29. Aspirations
 32. Baby’s eating accessory
 34. Actress Thurman
 35. Turn into bone
 36. One who saves you
 39. Consume
 40. Swiss river
 43. A part of a river where 

the current is very fast
 44. Categories
 46. Expressed amazement
 47. It’s important in 

respiration (abbr.)
 49. Greek war dance
 51. Bland, semi-liquid food
 54. Regard in a specified 

way
 59. Taxi
 60. Naturally occurring solid 

material
 61. Feline
 62. Post-burning residue
 64. Elevated railroad
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AGAWAM – The Agawam 
High School softball team, 
which was the subject of 
controversy after a clerical 
error nearly disqualified the 
Brownies from the West-
ern Mass. tournament, got 
through the quarterfinals 
and semifinals last week, 
earning the berth in the finals 

through wins over Central 
High School and rival West-
field High School. Following 
a court injunction (see relat-
ed story), the Brownies were 
scheduled to face East Long-
meadow in the finals last 
Saturday. Highlights from 
that matchup will be in next 
week’s edition.

Brownies advance to Western Mass. finals

Payton Malanson rounds second and heads for third.

Kiley Ryan swings and connects on a base hit.
Right: Avery Gordon pitches for the Brownies.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Alexina Lentes gets her lead off third.Pinch-runner Reece Glynn retreats back to first.

Taylor Stairs sends a throw to first.

HOLYOKE – The Interna-
tional Volleyball Hall of Fame 
(IVHF) is proud to announce 
its 2026 induction class, with 
the official ceremony sched-
uled for October 17 in Holyoke, 
Mass., USA, the Birthplace of 
Volleyball. This prestigious 
group of nine legends, repre-
senting eight distinct disci-
plines within the sport, has 
been selected for their his-
tory-making contributions, 
standard-setting excellence 
as global icons on the field of 
play and significant impact 
off the court. In addition, four 
special award honorees will 
also be honored for their con-
tributions to the sport.

The 40th IVHF induc-
tion class features transfor-
mational leader and former 
FIVB President Dr. Ary Graça 
(Brazil, leader); three-time 
Olympian and FIVB World 
Champion April Ross (Unit-
ed States, female beach play-
er); two-time Olympic Gold 
Medalist and legendary libero 
Fabiana “Fabi” Alvim (Brazil, 
female indoor player); two-

time Olympian and World 
Cup Gold medalist Yoel “Joël” 
Despaigne (Cuba, male indoor 
player); four-time Olympian 
and two-time World Champi-
on Ekaterina Gamova (Russia, 
female indoor player); three-
time Olympian and two-time 
World Champion Alison Ce-
rutti (Brazil, male beach play-
er); legendary player who also 
coached his country’s first 
Olympic Gold Medal-win-
ning team Laurent Tillie 
(France, coach); the architect 
of Paralympic inclusion Denis 
Le Breuilly (England, ParaVol-
ley) and three-time Olympic 
referee Takashi Shimoyama 
(Japan, referee). 

Also announced are four 
special award winners, recog-
nized for their contributions 
to the IVHF or the global 
sport of volleyball itself. They 
include the late Gabriel Cher-
ebetiu (Mintonette Medallion 
of Merit, Romania/Mexico), 
John Cook (Mayoral Award 
of Excellence, United States), 
Starlings USA (Court of Hon-
or, United States) and Alejan-

dro Coccia (Award for Media 
Excellence, Argentina).

“The IVHF 2026 Induction 
Class brings together some of 
the most outstanding figures 
in our sport. Big congratula-
tions to the inductees and to 
the IVHF Leadership,” said Fa-
bio Azevedo, President of the 
FIVB. “The entire Global Vol-
leyball Movement thanks and 
fully supports the excellent 
work carried out by the IVHF 
in promoting the values, leg-
acy and heritage of our sport 
by honouring the athletes, 
leaders and officials who have 
made an exceptional contri-
bution to the development of 
volleyball and beach volley-
ball around the world.  Cele-
brating these legends strongly 
aligns with the FIVB Strategic 
Vision 2032, and our con-
tinued partnership with the 
IVHF helps bring this vision to 
life. Together as One!”

All told, the IVHF has in-
ducted 185 individuals from 
27 countries into its historic 
Hall of Fame -  those totals will 
rise to 194 inductees from 28 

countries after the 2026 event, 
as this will be England’s first 
inductee. Three of the induct-
ees also earned one of their 
votes by winning the Fan Vote 
for their respective category. 
More detailed information on 
each inductee can be found 
below.

“The International Volley-
ball Hall of Fame continues to 
serve as a bridge between the 
sport’s remarkable history and 
its exciting future,” said Steve 
Bishop, President of the IVHF 
Board of Directors. “The Class 
of 2026 reflects the worldwide 
growth, diversity, excellence, 
and enduring legacy of volley-
ball across every level and dis-
cipline of the game. On behalf 
of the International Volleyball 
Hall of Fame Board of Direc-
tors, we are proud to honor 
these extraordinary individu-
als whose achievements and 
lifelong contributions have 
helped inspire generations 
of athletes, coaches, officials, 
leaders, and fans while con-
tinuing to shape the future of 
our sport around the world.”

The 2026 International Vol-
leyball Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony will take place in 
Holyoke, Massachusetts, USA 
on Saturday, October 17, 2026. 
The event is open to the public 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis, and ticket packages are 
available online now at Volley-
Hall.org/Induction-Celebra-
tion. 

“This is one of the most 
historically significant class-
es ever assembled by the In-
ternational Volleyball Hall of 
Fame,” said George Mulry, Ex-
ecutive Director of the IVHF. 
“Collectively, the Class of 2026 
and this year’s special award 
recipients have helped shape, 
elevate and redefine the sport 
of volleyball across multiple 
eras, disciplines and conti-
nents. From Olympic cham-
pions and transformational 
global leaders to innovators 
in coaching, officiating, media 
and ParaVolley, their influ-
ence can be seen in nearly ev-
ery corner of the game today. 
Together, they represent the 
evolution of volleyball itself — 

honoring the sport’s rich his-
tory while inspiring its future 
generations.” 

Volleyball enthusiasts are 
encouraged to sign up for the 
IVHF Insider e-newsletter for 
behind-the-scenes and exclu-
sive content before, during 
and after Induction Weekend, 
including the new series “The 
Road To Holyoke.” To sign up 
for free, please visit ivhf.org/ 

The International Volley-
ball Hall of Fame is a 501c3 
nonprofit based in Holyoke, 
Mass., and is dedicated to 
honoring the legends, recog-
nizing the greats and preserv-
ing the history of volleyball at 
all levels - men and women, 
amateur and professional 
players, coaches and contrib-
utors, around the world. The 
IVHF was incorporated in 
1978 and continues to create 
a diversely representative in-
stitution from a wide range 
of countries and disciplines. 
For more information on the 
induction events, please visit 
the Hall’s website at www.ivhf.
org or email info@ivhf.org. 

International Volley Hall of Fame announces Class of 2026
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SportsSports
two meetings of the regular 
season against Minnechaug, 
9-4 and 6-4.

“It’s definitely hard to beat 
the same team twice in the 
same season, but it’s a lot 
harder to beat them three 
times,” Federico said. “I had no 
doubt that we were going to 
win today’s game.”

Federico, who has only 
played lacrosse in high school, 
is one of the Brownies senior 
co-captains, along with Liam 
Grealis.

“Liam is our faceoff guy,” 
Federico added. “He’s been 
one of my best friends since 
we began playing lacrosse in 
elementary school. It has been 
a lot of fun being teammates 
with him.” 

The other Agawam seniors 
are Casey Thomas, Grant 
Gionfriddo, Nick Brown, Jaden 
Holloway, Jason LaRocque and 
Cooper Hermans 

It was also a memorable 
day for first-year Agawam 
head coach Eric Balslov, who 
took over the reins from Joe 
Heney. 

“We knew that we had the 
players who were capable of 
doing this before the start of 
the season,” said Balslov, who 
had been an assistant coach 
at Agawam High School for 
more than ten years. “I’m very 
proud of these guys for buying 
into everything that we set out 
to do this year. We had a lot of 
returning players and I picked 
up where Joe left off. I’m very 
grateful to have this opportu-
nity.”

Heney presented his for-
mer players with the champi-
onship trophy following the 
game.

During the past two sea-
sons, the Brownies lost in 
the Class A semifinals to 
East Longmeadow and Min-
nechaug.

Agawam advanced into the 
finals for the first time after 
squeaking out a thrilling 14-
13 overtime home win against 
the East Longmeadow Spar-
tans in this year’s semifinals.

While the Brownies hadn’t 
been able to get past the semi-
final round, the Falcons (12-7) 
took home the Class A cham-
pionship trophy the last two 
years. 

The seniors listed on the 
Falcons roster are Zach Ko-
zub, Mason Jones, Kelly Balog, 
Donovan Belton, and Jacob 
Moore.

Just like Federico and Grea-
lis, the two head coaches have 
been friends for a very long 
time.

Minnechaug head coach 
Mike Delia played high school 
lacrosse at Shoreham-Wading 
River High School in Shore-
ham, New York. Their rival is 
Mt. Sinia, which is the high 
school that Balslov attended.

They played on the same 
men’s lacrosse team at Spring-
field College.

“I just want to congratu-
late Agawam for a heck of a 
season,” Delia said. “Eric and I 
used to play against each other 
when we were in high school 
and we were teammates at 
Springfield College. We are 
now coaching on opposing 
sides.  We really wanted to 
beat them in today’s game, but 
we didn’t play very well during 
the second half.”  

The first 24 minutes of the 
championship match was very 
close.

After Federico scored the 
game’s first goal less than a 
minute into the opening peri-
od, the Falcons took a 2-1 lead 
following a pair of goals from 
junior’s Andrew Dolaher and 
Liam Faneuff. 

With 5:47 left in the first 
period, Federico fired another 
shot into the cage.

Another goal from junior 
Brayden Martin gave the 

Brownies a 3-2 advantage en-
tering the second period.

While the score was tied a 
couple of times, the Falcons 
couldn’t retake the lead during 
the final three periods of the 
match

The Falcons’ three second 
period goals were scored by 
sophomore Drew Jennings, 
junior Cam Faneuff, and Liam 
Faneuff.

The Brownies held a slim 
6-5 halftime lead following 
two more goals by Federico 
and another one from junior 
Justin Lareau.

Agawam outscored Min-
nechaug, 6-1, during the sec-
ond half.

Lareau and Grealis each 
scored a pair of goals for the 

Brownies, while Federico and 
Thomas netted the other two.

The lone Falcons goal af-
ter halftime was scored by 
Jennings with 9:16 left in reg-

ulation. Junior Liam Metzger 
was credited with the assist.

The two rivals could pos-
sibly meet again during the 
Division 2 state tournament.

LACROSSE  ❚   from page 1

Justin Lareau holds the ball back from the defender.

Brayden Federico is hit as he goes for the goal.	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

against old rival Westfield, 
who beat the Brownies twice 
during the regular season. 
But this time, it was Agawam 
that outlasted the Brownies 
3-2 in the tournament finals 
held last Thursday evening 
at West Springfield High 
School.

Agawam picked up wins 
in the first and third sets, 
winning 25-21 and 25-12. 
Westfield took the second 
and fourth sets, winning 25-
17 and 25-17. Agawam finally 
got the winning points late 

in the fifth set with extra vol-
leys, winning 16-14.

For Agawam, Tim Karcha 
led the team with 15 kills 
and 14 digs. Elijah Ramo has 
10 digs and 22 assists. Mike 
Lumkowski had 11 kills, and 
David Zhmaidziak had 10 
kills.

With the win, Agawam 
heads for the state tourna-
ment, with seeds that were 
set to be announced earlier 
this week. Agawam is likely 
to begin state tournament 
action at some point late this 
week.

VOLLEYBALL  ❚   from page 1

Nazar Vasilevich takes a set from the back line.

Mike Lumkowski sends the ball 
over the net.

Tim Karcha gets plenty of air for this score. Elijah Ramos attempts a set. Jason Mihalicenco goes full extension on a spike.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Casey Thomas looks for the 
open teammate.

Jacob Nesen sends a set over 
the net.

Jason LaRocque makes a pass.
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

Legal Notice
The Agawam Zoning Board 

of Appeals will conduct a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, June 
8, 2026 at 6:30PM for all par-
ties interested in the request of 
Joseph J Davis who is seeking 
a Variance from the Town of 
Agawam’s Zoning Ordinance, 
Ch.180-27 to allow a buildable 
lot with less than the required 
frontage at the premises identi-
fied as Lot #0, North Street. 
Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

05/21, 05/28/2026

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

Legal Notice
The Agawam Zoning Board 

of Appeals will conduct a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, June 
8, 2026 at 7PM for all parties 
interested in the request of Vad-
im Solokhin who is seeking a 
Special Permit from the Town 
of Agawam’s Zoning Ordinance, 
Ch.180-37 (B) and 180-8.1 to 
allow for the keeping of hens 
at the premises identified as 32 
Marlene Dr. 
Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

05/21, 05/28/2026

Legal Notice
Town of Agawam

The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, June 4, 2026 at 
6:00pm and the Agawam City 
Council will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, June 15, 2026 
at 7:00pm, both in the Veterans 
Hall at the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter, 954 Main Street, Agawam, 
MA. The purpose of these hear-
ings will be to hear the petition 
of Chanda Care, Inc for a zone 
change request for 430 North 
West Street from Business B to 
Residence A-2. City Council’s 
public hearing will be lives-
treamed on the Town of Aga-
wam’s website at www.agawam.
ma.us and will also be televised 
on Cable Access Channel 15 or 
Channel 1074. Copies of the 
proposed zone change can be 
obtained from the Planning De-
partment between the hours of 
7:30am and 3:30pm at the Aga-
wam DPW, 1000 Suffield Street, 
Agawam, MA or by emailing 
the Office of the City Clerk for 
an electronic copy at vgioscia@
agawam.ma.us

By Order Of:
Violet Baldwin, Chair
Agawam Planning Board
Anthony Russo, President
Agawam City Council

05/21, 05/28/2026

SPRINGFIELD - The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
staved off elimination for a 
third time this postseason, 
picking up a 2-0 shutout 
win over the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Penguins last 
Thursday night at the Mass-
Mutual Center. Springfield 
win ties the series, 2-2, and 
forces a deciding Game 5 
last Saturday at Mohegan 
Arena at Casey Plaza. 

Early indications were 
that neither team’s red hot 
goaltender was going to 
give up anything easy, as 
the Penguins’ Sergei Mu-
rashov turned away 13 first 
period shot attempts from 
the T-Birds. In turn, Geor-
gii Romanov went a perfect 

7-for-7 in the opening peri-
od for Springfield. 

The Penguins appeared 
to take a 1-0 lead just past 
the 6:00 mark of the game 
when Harrison Brunicke 
jumped into a rush on the 
right side and snapped a 
shot over Romanov into 
the top shelf. However, af-
ter officials gathered to 
converse, it was ruled that 
Romanov could not prop-
erly play his position, and 
the goal was disallowed.

The scoreless deadlock 
carried well past the mid-
point of the game, with 
Springfield surviving a pair 
of Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
power plays in the opening 
half of period two. 

The T-Birds’ power play 
then made its presence 
known, snapping an 0-for-
15 drought when Dillon 
Dube fielded a pass in the 
slot area and chipped a 
forehand shot over Mu-
rashov’s glove to make it a 
1-0 Springfield lead at 16:14 
of the middle stanza. It was 
Dube’s team-leading fifth 
goal of the postseason and 
third in the series. 

The T-Birds continued 
to make life miserable for 
the Penguin offense as the 
game shifted into the third 
period. With Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton unable to regis-
ter more than seven shots 
in any period, Springfield 
took advantage to gain 

some insurance at 6:48 of 
the third when Akil Thom-
as fired a pass in the slot to 
Thomas Bordeleau. Borde-
leau’s shot deflected back 
to a trailing Marc-Andre 
Gaudet. The defenseman’s 
one-time attempt knocked 
a stick out of a defender’s 
hand, and the puck slowly 
elevated and trickled over 
the head of a perplexed 
Murashov, making it a 2-0 
Springfield lead. 

From there, Romanov 
took care of the rest, secur-
ing a Game 4 shutout for a 
second consecutive round 
and moving the T-Birds to 
a perfect 4-0 record follow-
ing a loss in these playoffs.  

FRANKLIN – The MIAA, 
in conjunction with the 
web agency Gravity Works 
Design & Development, is 
excited to announce the ad-
dition of “Game Day” – fea-
turing many new features 
and enhancements – to the 
MIAA website.

The new Game Day pack-
age takes scores and sched-
ules data already entered 
by MIAA member schools 
into the Arbiter platform, 
and displays it across mul-
tiple views and filter-able 
options.

The MIAA and Gravity 
Works launched the new 
MIAA.net in July 2024. We 
heavily focused on improv-
ing the user experience for 
visitors through streamlined 
navigation, refreshed con-
tent, and a modern, engag-
ing web design. Subsequent 
updates have included a 
new system for Tournament 

Brackets, as well as Open 
Dates, Games Wanted and 
a revamped Members Only 
area for MIAA schools.

Now, the addition of 
Game Day – which com-
bines the previous Tourna-
ment menu with the new 
features – will provide an 
enhanced user experience 
for administrators, student 
athletes, coaches and fans.

What’s New?
•	 SCHOOLS: A new 

top menu item brings us-
ers to a search-able and fil-
ter-able landing page that 
allows access to individual 
pages for each MIAA mem-
ber school.

•	 Individual School 
pages: Each member school 
page displays basic informa-
tion, a filter-able school-spe-
cific schedule, and tabbed 
views of each school’s varsi-
ty sports (by season). Click 
on each sport to see team 
schedules and links to team 

pages.
•	 Team pages: Pro-

vides additional team-spe-
cific views of schedules and 
results, including a ticker of 
Recent Scores. Schools also 
can enter Head Coach in-
formation and link to Facil-
ities. … For cooperative pro-
grams, Team pages will be 
linked across all approved 
Host and Guest schools.

•	 Facilities: Schools 
can enter and information 
on venues into a search-
able/filter-able database, 
and link the facilities to be 
displayed on Team pages.

•	 GAME DAY: Com-
bines the previous Tour-
nament menu options 
(Tournament Central, Tour-
nament Administration, 
Tournament Director Va-
cancies) with several new 
features:

•	 Scores: Displays 
scores/schedules data en-
tered by schools into Arbi-

ter, with filters for Sport, 
School and Customizable 
data ranges (Note: “From” 
and “To” dates must be dif-
ferent for filters to work 
properly)

•	 League Standings: 
Powered by Arbiter data, 
league standings can be fil-
tered by Sport, Gender (if 
applicable), League, Divi-
sion Name (if applicable) 
and MIAA Division. (Note: 
League standings currently 
will be updated daily).

•	 Rankings: When 
available, Power Rankings 
data can be filtered by Sport, 
Gender (if applicable) and 
MIAA Division. (Note: Pow-
er Rankings documents will 
continue to be displayed 
in the Tournament Central 
section.)\

•	 C O M M I T T E E S : 
Link to Committees landing 
page now can be found in-
side the About MIAA menu.

MIAA makes improvements to website

T-Birds win Game 4 to force deciding fifth game

ence, which governs Western 
Mass. high school sports, and 
now organizes the sectional 
tournament.

Mayor Christopher John-
son, following a request from 
members of the school com-
mittee, ordered the city so-
licitor to file an injunction in 
Hampden County Superior 
Court to allow the softball 
team to play.

AHS had appeal to both 
the PVIAC and the MIAA 
seeking a simple waiver for 
the clerical oversight, and 
while they were denied ac-
cess to the Western Mass. 
title game, they were allowed 
to participate in the quarter-
final and semifinal rounds. 
If they won in the semifinal 
round, their opponent would 
have been granted an op-
portunity to play in the final 
since Agawam would have 
been forced to forfeit that op-
portunity.

Unconfirmed sources say 
Westfield High School, Aga-
wam’s semifinal opponent, 
would have likely refused to 
play in the game, but that 
was not publicly confirmed.

The injunction request 
was heard on Friday morn-
ing, May 22, in front of Justice 
Thomas Townsend. He is-
sued a written ruling, grant-
ing the injunction, just a few 
hours later.

The defendant, the PVIAC, 
was ordered by Townsend to 
allow Agawam to participate 
in the championship game. 
The injunction, according 

AHS Principal James Blain, 
was not allowed to be filed 
until after Agawam had won 
the semifinal matchup with 
Westfield. 

In his decision, Townsend 
cited that the PVIAC did not 
identify how Agawam’s mis-
take could have inured to its 
own benefit.

“Nor has it identified how 
a penalty of exclusion in 
these circumstances advanc-
es the purpose of the rule,” 
Townsend stated in his de-
cision. “Based on the record 
before the court, which the 
PVIAC was invited to supple-
ment, the decision to exclude 
Agawam from the champion-
ship game ‘lacks any rational 
explanation that reasonable 
persons might support.’”

Following the decision, 
Agawam did participate in 
the championship game. Re-
gardless of the result, Aga-
wam would be charged with 
the a loss in the MIAA’s re-
cord-keeping for results that 
would determine Agawam’s 
ranking in the upcoming 
State Division 2 Tournament.

Agawam faced off with 
East Longmeadow on a rainy 
afternoon last Saturday at 
Westfield State University. 
Photos and more from that 
championship game will be 
in next week’s edition.

The PVIAC did not make 
any public comments on the 
decision to allow Agawam 
into the championship game.

The state tournament 
for softball was set to begin 
earlier this week. Seeds were 
announced on Tuesday after-
noon.

INJUNCTION  ❚   from page 1

Turley Publications sports 
department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can 
find our account by search-
ing “turleysports.” We will 
regularly feature samples of 
photos that you will see in 

our publications on a weekly 
basis. Please follow and share 
with your friends and loved 
ones. 

We will be featuring pho-
tos from all 11 of our sports 
sections.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram

ObituaryObituary
1935 - 2026

Marcia Tangredi, 90, 
passed away peacefully on 
May 20, 2026, surrounded by 
the love of her family. A long-
time resident of Agawam, 
Marcia will be remembered 
for her beautiful smile, pa-
tient spirit, kind eyes, and 
gentle heart that made ev-
eryone feel welcome and 
cared for. With her beautiful 
red curly hair and charm-
ing disposition, she brought 
warmth, laughter, and com-
fort wherever she went.

Born in Springfield, 
Marcia was one of three 
daughters of the late Agnes 
(Darcy) Childs and Francis 
Childs. More than seven-
ty-five years ago, she made 
her home in Agawam, where 
she lovingly raised her fam-
ily and built a life rooted in 
kindness, faith, and commu-
nity.

Marcia was known for 
her wonderful sense of hu-
mor, her love of animals, and 
the simple joys that brought 
her peace — feeding the 
birds outside her window, 

tending to her 
gardens with her 
remarkable green 
thumb, and en-
joying a glass 
of wine shared 
among family and 
friends. Her ex-
traordinary car-
ing nature made 
people gravitate 
toward her, and she had a 
gift for making others feel 
seen, heard, and valued.

A faithful member of St. 
John the Evangelist Church, 
Marcia formed many cher-
ished friendships through 
the years. She began her 
professional career at the In-
ternational Ladies Garment 
Workers Union, followed 
by a position at Farm Cred-
it Bank, where she worked 
with dedication and grace. 
Later in life, she worked at 
Chez Joseph and Six Flags 
amusement park, found a 
second family at the Aga-
wam Senior Center, where 
she became affectionately 
known as the chief greeter. 

Whether offering guid-
ance, organizing activities, 

or simply shar-
ing a cheerful 
smile and con-
versation, Mar-
cia welcomed 
everyone as if 
they belonged. 
Her home and 
her heart were 
always open.

Above all else, 
Marcia’s greatest joy and 
proudest accomplishment 
was being a devoted moth-
er to her six children. She 
was their guiding light, a 
compassionate listener, a 
steady source of encourage-
ment, and a loving presence 
through every season of life. 
She celebrated each of her 
children for their individual-
ity and carried endless pride 
in the people they became. 
Her constant concern for 
others, her sensitivity, and 
her unconditional love re-
main her legacy.

She leaves to cherish her 
memory her loving children: 
Dino Tangredi ( Jamie), Mia 
Tangredi (Mark Rothbaum), 
Patrick Tangredi, and Beth-
any Tangredi; her adored 
grandchildren, Jaime and 
Manoj Patel Tangredi, Lilith 
Lee-Tangredi, Shane, Sophia 
and Shayla; and her cher-
ished great-grandchildren, 
Aasha, Julian; nieces, neph-
ews and extended family.

In addition to her par-
ents, Marcia was prede-
ceased by her beloved chil-

dren, Johnny Tangredi and 
Marissa Tangredi-Davis; her 
precious granddaughter, 
Avery; her sisters, Barbara 
Ferris and Judith Childs; and 
her former husband, John D. 
Tangredi.

Marcia leaves behind 
a family who adored her, 
friends who treasured her 
companionship, and a com-
munity made better by her 
kindness. Though her pres-
ence will be deeply missed, 
the love she gave so freely 
will continue to live on in all 
who knew her.

Marcia was grateful to 
be cared for by many lov-
ing community members, 
including but not limited to 
Kathy and Jim Paulin, Erin 
Shepherd, and Lynn Kelly 
Plasse.

To honor Marcia, friends 
and family are invited to 
gather on Thursday, May 
28, 2026, from 4 to 6 p.m. at 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
& Cremation on 985 Main 
Street in Agawam; with a 
celebration of life ceremo-
ny at 6 p.m. A private burial 
will be held in St. Michael’s 
Cemetery in Springfield. 

Donations may be made 
in Marcia’s honor to St. Ju-
de’s: https://www.stjude.
org/donate or to https://
www.nationalmssociety.org. 
For more information or 
to share an online memory 
or condolence, please visit 
www.forastiere.com.

Marcia Tangredi 

MARCIA TANGREDI 
Died May 202, 206

Services May 28, 2026
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 7 Cremation

DEATH NOTICE
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

TAG SALE
GIANT MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE. 

3109 Pine St., Bondsville. 
JUNE 5-7TH, 9AM-4PM. 

Furniture, books, collectibles, vintage 
jewelry, clothing, knick-knacks, tools, pet 
supplies, Christmas home decor, small ap-
pliances, toys, puzzles, planters, designer 
handbags.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Buying? 
Selling?

Our Classifieds
Get Results!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

www.newspapers.turley.com
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AGAWAM – On Monday 
morning, the rain ended just 
in time for the Agawam Me-
morial Day Parade. This year, 
with the new Veterans Green 
now near full completion at 
School Street Park, the pa-
rade brought marchers from 
Bethany Assembly of God, a 
short way down Main St., and 
then down School St. ending 
at the park entrance. Visitors 
then gathered at the park for 
a ceremony at the location 
of the new green. The event 
featured multiple speakers, 
and the reading of those from 
Agawam who lost their lives 
in the various conflicts the 
country has been involved 
in as well as a wreath laying. 
Following the conclusion of 
the ceremony, the Agawam 
Lions Club hosted a picnic 
and country music concert 
at the pavilion and band shell 
located near the green

New look for Memorial Day festivities

Above: The Agawam High 
School marching band, in its 
rain gear, performs.

Left: Agawam’s emergency 
vehicles make some noise.

Right: The flag is raised at the 
Memorial Day ceremony at 
School Street Park.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

The Lions Club is represented in the parade.

Agawam Little League celebrates the holiday. State Rep. Nicholas Boldyga speaks at the ceremony.

Award winners from St. Patrick’s season are celebrated. 

Right: The 2026 Agawam Colleen Court rides on their float.


