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AGAWAM – After a 
massive turnout to a late 
April Agawam City Council 
meeting and a subsequent 
community information 
meeting and city council 
workshop, town officials 
were able to reach a com-
promise with Alfred Pajer, 
owner of Pajer Superette so 
an intersection project can 
go forward.

At its May 18 meeting, 
the council approved em-
inent domain takings at 
the five-way intersection 
that meets Rowley St., with 
Cooper St. and Suffield St. 
(Rte. 75). The town will 
utilize casino mitigation 
funds for the project. The 
goal is to modernize the 
intersection with new traf-
fic signals and a couple of 
dedicated left turn lanes 
in order to help with the 
traffic flow. Sidewalk and 
crosswalks with proper 
ADA-compliant materials 
were also part of the plan. 
A rotary, or roundabout 
was considered, but ulti-
mately ruled out.

One part of the project 
that was a major issue was 
the eminent domain tak-
ings on a few properties 
needed to widen the inter-
section.

Pajer, community sup-
porters, and even some of 
his employees, addressed 
the city council in April, 
saying the land takings 

that would have eliminated 
a few of parking spaces in 
front of his business would 
have hurt his operations 
and asked the council to 
consider other options.

The council respond-
ed by holding a workshop 
meeting for more commu-
nity interaction and to ask 
more questions of proj-
ect designers and Mayor 
Christopher Johnson.

The takings were then 
tabled at the first May 
meeting before compro-
mised was reached be-
tween the Town and Pajer.

One thing of note was 
that the eminent domain 
takings would have elimi-
nated approximately three 
parking spaces in front 
of the Pajer building, but 
there are actually no lined 
spaces in front.

The mayor’s office says 
the exact details of the 
compromise cannot be 
shared until a contract has 
been signed between all 
the parties, but members 
of the city council were sat-
isfied a solution had been 
reached in order to vote 
in favor of it. It is also not 
known if any of the currant 
plans on the project have 
been changed to accom-
modate the agreement.

According to the pre-
sentation made last 
month, the design process 
for the intersection will 
continue and work will 

Pajer, town reach 
compromise 
to move forward 
with project 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Top photo, longtime 
members of the Catholic 
Women’s Club of 
Agawam. Above, the tea 
cup table on display.Left, 
Treasurer Eileen Kane, 
Deacon Dave Picard, 
Vice President Jackie 
Toussaint and President 
Paula Raiche.

City council shows support 
for legislation to help 
with affordable Internet

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – A resolu-
tion to support legislation 
currently in the state house 
that would major utility pole 
changes to accommodate 
high-speed fiber optic Inter-
net was approved last month 
by the Agawam City Council.

City Councilor Thomas 
Hendrickson, along with 
Councilors Rosemary San-
dlin and Edward Borgatti, are 
sponsoring a resolution that 
supports “One Touch Make 
Ready” legislation.

It passed through the full 
council as the town’s legisla-
tive body agreed that afford-
able internet is a necessity 
for the Town of Agawam.

Supporters of the resolu-
tion referenced the fact that 
other communities nearby 
have been able to achieve 
fiber optic networks that 

help create competition with 
Xfinity, which currently the 
main provider of Internet in 
the community.

“The price of internet ac-
cess in Agawam is one of the 
most significant cost-of-liv-
ing issues facing our com-
munity,” said Councilor Hen-
drickson.  “For many years, 
Comcast’s stranglehold over 
Agawam’s internet market 
has allowed them to charge 
exorbitant prices and has 
had severe consequences for 
Agawam residents.  This leg-
islation would make it easier 
for us to entice a competitor 
to come to Agawam, which 
would create market compe-
tition and fairer prices.”

The councilors’ resolu-
tion is to support HB.5290 
and SB.2285, which would 
establish “One Touch Make 
Ready” applications in Mas-

Every spring, the performing arts students from across the Agawam Public Schools come together to perform for the community.  
This form of collaborative event is unique to Agawam and showcased our K-12 performing arts students in a very meaningful way.

AGAWAM – On Wednes-
day, May 20, the Catholic 
Women’s Club of Agawam 
celebrated its 88th anniver-
sary with a beautiful banquet 

event at Storrowton Tavern. 
The May Banquet was 

held at Storrowton. And Club 
President Paula Raiche, Vice 
President Jackie Toussaint 

and Treasurer Eileen Kane 
presented tea cups and sau-
cers as a remembrance of 
the September “teas” and the 
many warm and wonderful 

friendships made through-
out the years. Honored guests 
were Deacon Dave Picard 
and Sr. Melinda Pellerin. 

It was a joyous evening. 

Club celebrates 88th anniversary

Bands come together
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$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/4/26-6/10/266/4/26-6/10/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS ...........
 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$249
USDA INSP. FROZEN POPEYE’S

PIEROGIES CHEESE & POTATO
POTATO & SOUR CREAM 13 OZ ................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS/SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB. BAG .........

lb

$139
lb

lb

$999

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK 
LOIN CHOPS ..........................

lb
$399

$222

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS PORK
SIRLOIN CUTLETS .................

$239
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$429
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb77¢

lb

USDA INSP. CUT IN STORE

BONE-IN HAM STEAKS ...............

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB. BAG ....

ea

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN BEEF

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR STORE

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................
$444

lb
lb

$279
BACK RIBS

$1298
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

lb
$599CHICKEN                   BEEF $899

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARM

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .......................$399

ea

CALABRESECALABRESE
FARMSFARMS

257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rt. 57)
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

OUR OWN RHUBARB &ASPARAGUS 

Hanging Baskets & Mixed Containers
~ We Accept SNAP and HIP Benefits ~

       Vegetable Plants, 
 Annuals, Perennials, 
 Strawberry Plants, Herbs, 

 Geraniums, Tomato Plants & Roses

Water Garden Plants

Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 70 Years

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

WESTFIELD – On Satur-
day, June 13, the Westfield 
River Watershed Association 
(WRWA) will sponsor a sce-
nic six-mile paddle from the 
Great River Bridge in West-
field to Robinson State Park 
in Agawam. For those used to 
seeing the river only in glimps-
es from the road, the fami-
ly-friendly canoe and kayak 
cruise offers a new, close-up 
view of the waterway. 

“We’re excited to be on the 
river this year for our annual 
Cruise. This is a fun section 
of river to paddle for anyone 
who enjoys being on the wa-
ter and it is ideal for begin-
ners looking to develop their 
skills,” says Mark Damon, 
WRWA Board president.  The 
Cruise begins just below the 

Great Bridges in Westfield 
and continues down to Rob-
inson Park in Agawam. 

“Nature enthusiasts will 
enjoy the early summer veg-
etation and birdlife.  Perhaps 
you’ll spot some of the more 
charismatic animals such as 
bald eagles, beavers, or snap-
ping turtles,” adds Damon. 
“We hope you can come out 
and join us!”  In the past, par-
ticipants paused paddling to 
watch a pair of nesting eagles 
as they soared and landed in a 
tall tree along the river.  

“Wow!  Those eagles were 
amazing—and so close up!  It 
was my first time down the 
Westfield, and I loved it,” re-
called a previous Cruise par-
ticipant.  “It was easier and a 
lot more fun than I expected.  

I’m a novice kayaker, so I real-
ly appreciated the help we got 
in the trickier spots, although 
no one who is experienced 
would call that water fast!”   

“People are amazed that 
the pollution is now gone and 
the river is really clean.  You 
don’t see any of the commer-
cial businesses near the river 
while paddling, just birds, 
wildflowers, even beaver 
dams and animals native to 
our area,” states Phil Sousa, 
who is a long-time member of 
the river organization.  He en-
courages paddlers to “Come 
and meet new people.  You’ll 
have a great time.  This cruise 
is suitable for people with at 
least a little paddling expe-
rience.  The water is mostly 
flat—we guide folks around 

any really fast spots.”
Participants need to bring 

their own canoe, kayak, or 
paddleboard and their own 
paddles and personal safety 
devices, as well as sunscreen 
and drinking water.  Organiz-
ers recommend that partici-
pants have some experience 
paddling, given that river 
conditions may be unpredict-
able.  Children under 18 must 
be supervised by a parent or 
guardian. Children under 14 
must paddle in the same boat 
as an adult. Other suggestions 
for what to bring include 
snacks for before and after 
the cruise, a picnic for an ear-
ly lunch for the second wave 
of registrants, or possibly a 
late lunch for the first wave of 
registrants for once you reach 

Robinson State Park, as well 
as easy snacks for munching 
along the way.  The cruise typ-
ically takes 2-3 hours.

A participation fee of $20 
per person ($15 for WRWA 
members) will help cover 
shuttle service, insurance and 
light refreshments.  Registra-
tion begins at 9:00 a.m. and 
continues to about 10 a.m. in 
the municipal parking lot off 
Meadow Street near the Great 
River Bridge in Westfield.  Par-
ticipants will register, unload 
boats and gear, drive their ve-
hicles to Robinson State Park 
(parking fees apply) and re-
turn by shuttle to the launch 
area.  Staggered Cruise depar-
tures will begin around 10:30 
a.m.  Parking fees at Robinson 
for the Canoe Cruise are $$ 

for Massachusetts residents 
($10 for a Lifetime Senior 
DCR Pass) and $20 for out-of-
state vehicles. 

“Signing up in advance 
helps us plan more effective-
ly.  For the past couple years, 
water conditions/ severe 
weather have requires us to 
cancel,” adds Heather Aieta, 
another Board member work-
ing on the Cruise.  “If you plan 
to participate and would like 
to receive a cancellation no-
tice by email the evening be-
fore the Cruise, email info@
westfieldriver.org and put the 
word ‘Notify’ in the Subject 
line.  WRWA will also post 
the cancellation on its Face-
book page and website, www.
westfieldriver.org the evening 
before. “ 

AGAWAM – Here are some 
upcoming activities happening 
at the Agawam Senior Center. 
Some require registration or 
confirmation. Information in 
the details below:

Social Security Presentation 
with Erica Anne Beaudry, CSA, 
RSSA Certified Senior Advisor

Wednesday, June 10 at 1 
p.m. in Seminar Hall 

This Social Security presen-

tation covers areas of interest 
such as the Importance of So-
cial Security & Mitigating Risk 
for Retirees, Social Security 
Basics: Rules and Benefits. We 
will also dive into Claiming 
Considerations & The Com-
plexities Involved in deciding 
when to claim. Lastly, we look 
at Optimizing Social Security 
Benefits and I provide some 
Case Examples to see how dif-

ferent scenarios play out in the 
real world.  726-2836 Call Kris-
tina

Learn to clean out and or-
ganize with Heide Blackak and 
Jerry Grondin

Tuesday, June 16 at 1 p.m. in 
the Garden Room

Come and learn different 
tips and tips to downsize, re-
organize and clean out. Heide 
and Jerry will share tips and 

tricks they have learned along 
the way. 1 p.m. in the Garden 
Room Call Kristina to register 
726-2836

Trivia with Cindy and Ce-
lebrity Guest MC - Patrick Ber-
ry

Tuesday, June 23 at 5:30 p.m.
Join Cindy and Celebrity 

Guest MC Patrick Barry for 
a fun filled night of trivia and 
snacks. Come alone or bring a 

team. We share a lot of laughs 
and have a blast! Call 726-2836 
to register.

Continuing Sessions with 
Glenn Olsen 

Wednesday, June 24 at 1 
p.m. in the Conference Room   

Olsen was a long term 
successful Physical Science 
Special Educator. In January 
of 2010, he had a severely dis-
abling stroke. For the past 15 

years, he has focused on re-
habilitation from his injuries 
with both traditional and non-
traditional methods. The ses-
sions will discuss topics essen-
tial to living a healthy life style 
and more. This time there will 
focus on muscle testing, ener-
gy levels and the significance 
of orbs and color. He looks for-
ward to welcoming you into 
our discussion group.

SOUTH HADLEY – After 
a hiatus of 25 years, the cur-
tain is rising once again on an 
ambitious and exhilarating 
new chapter of summer the-
atre at Mount Holyoke Col-
lege. Mount Holyoke College 
Summer Theatre will open 
this summer with two exciting 
productions, “Agatha Chris-
tie’s Murder on the Orient Ex-
press” adapted by Ken Ludwig 
and “The 39 Steps,” adapted 
by Patrick Barlow. More than 
a summer stock company, 
this initiative is designed as a 
professional launching pad, 
bridging the gap between ac-
ademic theatre training and 
the realities of the professional 
industry.

“It’s deeply exciting to bring 
summer performances back to 
Mount Holyoke College,” said 
Noah Tuleja, associate profes-
sor of Film Media Theater and 
chair of the Film Media Theater 
department at the College, and 
former participant of the origi-
nal Summer Theatre at Mount 

Holyoke College. “Mount Holy-
oke students will be collabo-
rating with alums, faculty, staff 
and local theatre profession-
als as they hone their craft by 
working on professional theat-
rical productions.” 

The Summer Theatre at 
Mount Holyoke College was 
founded by James T. Cava-
naugh, professor emeritus of 
theatre arts, at Mount Holyoke 
College in 1970. Cavanaugh 
founded the theater for stu-
dents who wanted more prac-
tical experience in acting and 
technical skills during a sum-
mer internship in the depart-
ment. A usual summer season 
would consist of eight plays for 
adults and two or three plays 
for children. Former patrons 
will remember that the plays 
were performed in the round 
in a large orange and white 
striped tent. 

Reviving the spirit of a 
once-thriving summer theatre 
tradition, thanks to the sup-
port of a generous anonymous 

donor, this new company will 
now be staged in the Kend-
all Sports & Dance Complex. 
Even though this reimagined 
theatre will look and feel dif-
ferent from the company un-
der Cavanaugh, it still focuses 
on being a training ground for 
the next generation of theatre 
artists. Students from various 
colleges and universities will 
work alongside professional 
theatre artists, fostering a col-
laborative atmosphere rich 
with mentorship and creative 
exchange. 

This company also aims to 
become a cultural destination 
for the city of South Hadley, 
bringing audiences together 
with a renewed commitment 
to live theatrical performanc-
es during the summer season. 
With a legacy reborn and a 
new generation ready to take 
the stage, Mount Holyoke Col-
lege is once again poised to 
become a summer home for 
community engagement and 
entertainment. 

WRWA holding river cruise on June 13

Agawam Senior Center announces upcoming June activities

MHC Summer Theatre to return

The Speech and Debate Society held their first annual Live Debate! The event consisted of 
two debates: one on the topic of free will and one on the topic of lying. Winning teams were 
Free Will Exists and Lying Is Not Okay! The four winning the Excellence in Debate Award were 
Mia Beaudry, Sam Izzo, Stella Christopher, and Aimen Adeel. Each debate consisted of opening 
statements, questionnaire round, and closing statements.  

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Live debate held at AHS

AGAWAM – Agawam 
High School Class of 1967 
will be holding its 60th re-
union sometime in calendar 
year 2027.  We are seeking 
our classmates that have 
not been contacted recently. 
Please contact John DeVec-
chi with your name, address 
and phone number(s) to aga-
wam67@aol.com

Class of 1967 
needs help 
organizing
reunion
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ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE

For License To Carry Permit
$140

Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz

muscione@hotmail.com

Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire
DEFENSE ATTORNEY

1380 Main Street, Suite 201
Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168
(Se Habla Español, preguntar por Marisol)

anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

Open for the season! 
OUR OWN ASPARAGUS

PERENNIALS  |  ROSES  |  CLEMATIS 
PANSIES  |  HERBS 

LETTUCE  |  CABBAGE  |  SEEDS
POTS AND SOILS

STAND IS NOW OPEN WITH 
FRUITS & VEGETABLES

Time to Plant!

PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College cele-
brated the graduation of 43 
students from its Associate 
in Science in Nursing degree 

program on Thursday, May 
21. 

The students were recog-
nized during a pinning cere-
mony in HCC’s Leslie Phillips 

Theater, during which they 
were formally inducted into 
the healthcare field as soon-
to-be registered nursing 
professionals. During a tra-

ditional pinning ceremony, 
new nursing graduates light 
candles, receive their nursing 
pin, and recite the Nightin-
gale Pledge. 

The graduates, many of 
whom are already working, 
will sit for their exams before 
becoming licensed as regis-
tered nurses. 

Holyoke Community Col-
lege Associate of Science in 
Nursing Degree Graduates 
for 2026: Scott Kelly, Innessa 
Schneider.

AGAWAM – Communi-
ty Grange #382 of Feeding 
Hills will hold a Strawberry 
Shortcake Luncheon “to-
go” on Saturday, June 20.  
The Grange Hall is locat-
ed at 47 North West Street 
in Feeding Hills.  Pick-up 
hours will be 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

The menu will consist 
of a freshly made sandwich 
of your choice served with 

macaroni salad and baked 
beans.  Dessert will be a 
strawberry shortcake and 
a beverage will also be in-
cluded.

Donation is $14.00.
Please pre-order your 

meal(s) by calling (413) 789-
2061. The last day for orders 
is June 18.

Proceeds will benefit 
2026 community projects 
and building fund.

HCC recently celebrated its Class of 2026 in the nursing program. SUBMITTED PHOTO

HCC celebrates Class of 2026 nursing graduates 

Grange hosting strawberry 
shortcake luncheon

SPRINGFIELD — Trea-
sure hunters, bargain shop-
pers, collectors, and fam-
ilies are invited to one of 
Springfield’s most antici-
pated community tag sales 
as the annual Pastor’s Attic 
Tag Sale returns to Trinity 
United Methodist Church on 
Saturday, June 6, 2026, from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

This year’s event promis-
es to be bigger, better, and 
more exciting than ever, fea-
turing an expanded selec-
tion of merchandise at Trini-
ty United Methodist Church, 
361 Sumner Avenue, Spring-
field.

Shoppers will discover an 
incredible variety of items 
including:

· Men’s, women’s, and 
children’s clothing

· Household goods and 
kitchenware

· Small appliances and 
electronics

· Furniture and home dé-
cor

· Collectibles and an-
tiques

· Artwork and decorative 
pieces

· Books, toys, games, and 
seasonal items

· Jewelry, accessories, and 
unique treasures

In addition to great bar-
gains, visitors can enjoy 
freshly baked goods while 
spending time with friends 
and neighbors in a fun and 
welcoming atmosphere.

“We’re excited to wel-
come the community back 
for an even larger Pastor’s 
Attic Tag Sale this year,” said 
Rev. Dr. David Calhoun, pas-
tor of Trinity United Meth-
odist Church. “This event 
brings people together for 
fellowship, fun, and an op-
portunity to support the on-
going mission and outreach 
ministries of our church.”

The Pastor’s Attic Tag Sale 
has become a favorite neigh-
borhood tradition, drawing 
shoppers from across the 
region looking for quality 
items at affordable prices 
while supporting a mean-
ingful cause.

Admission is free and all 
are welcome.

Trinity Church holding attic tag sale

L U D L O W— C r a f t e r s 
Wanted for the Rosary So-
dality’s St. Nicholas Craft 
Fair and Raffle on Satur-
day, Nov. 14, 2026, at Christ 
the King Church located at 
41 Warsaw Avenue in Lud-
low from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The cost is a non-re-
fundable $40. fee for an 8-ft 
table, which will be provid-
ed by the church. 

To reserve a table or for 
more information contact 
Debbie Martell at 413-547-
8739 or Lorraine Bernier at 
413-519-7658.

Light refreshments will 
be available.

Crafters 
wanted

HOLYOKE— The Holy-
oke Senior Center Garden 
Club will hold its second 
annual plant sale on Satur-
day, June 6, from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the Senior Center, 
291 Pine St., Holyoke. Shop-
pers will find a selection of 
sun or shade loving peren-
nials, plus herbs and annu-
als that do well in our local 

gardens. Members will be 
available to answer ques-
tions about the plants they 
enjoy. The sale will be held 
rain or shine.

Proceeds from the sale 
are used for projects that 
beautify and support the 
Senior Center’s gardens. 
Come and visit our beauti-
ful life-enhancing gardens.

Plant Sale at the Holyoke Senior Center

BELCHERTOWN – Native 
plants are essential to main-
taining local food webs, with 
many insects native to North 
America only being able to 
consume plants that are also 
native to North America. Na-
tive insect populations have 
been in sharp decline in re-
cent years, largely due to the 
removal of native plants, the 
rise of various invasive spe-
cies, and the use of pesticides. 
These insect populations are 
necessary food sources for 
songbirds which rely on them 
to raise their young. By restor-
ing native plants to our yards, 
we can help to protect the eco-

systems and food webs within 
our own neighborhoods, en-
suring that populations of a 
variety of creatures (including 
humans) remain healthy for 
many years to come. For more 
information on the benefits of 
native plants and how you can 
help, check out Homegrown-
NationalPark.org and Mass-
PollinatorNetwork.org. Also, 
the next time you go shopping 
for plants, consider looking 
for a nursery that specializes 
in native plants like the Native 
Plant Trust (Nasami) in What-
ely.

In addition to planting 
more native plants in your 

yard, you can also help main-
tain local ecosystems by re-
moving invasive species, many 
of which are able to get out 
of control because the native 
predators that keep them un-
der control in their places of 
origin do not live here. That 
means that it is up to us to 
control them ourselves, ide-
ally without using herbicides. 
For more information on 
which plants are invasive in 
Massachusetts and what can 
be done to control them, see 
the Mass Audubon’s Invasive 
Plant Guide at massaudubon.
org. 

The following free Apps 

are very useful for identifying 
plants and birds, making it 
much easier to tell what is na-
tive and what is invasive:

• Seek by iNaturalist: This 
is a phone app that allows 
you to take pictures of plants, 
animals, and fungi and will 
help you to identify them. You 
can also upload observations 
which helps give scientists 
more data to perform research 
on the distribution and size of 
plant and animal populations

• Merlin Bird ID: This is a 
phone app that allows you to 
record bird songs and will help 
identify which birds you are 
hearing.

The benefits of native plants in your backyard
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OpinionOpinion
Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on 
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local 
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the 
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered for 

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the 
Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author 
verification purposes. We 
do not publish anonymous 
letters.
 All letters are subject to ed-
iting for content and length. 
The deadline is Monday at 
noon. Please send letters to 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
care of Turley Publications 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, or e-mail aan@
turley.com.

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each
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Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

I’m being released from 
incarceration. What are my 
Social Security options?

Carole, who faith-
fully reads the 
column in 
the Wilbra-
ham-Hamp-
den Times 
each week, 
wrote in with 
this question 
for the Garden 
Lady:   

“I am hoping 
you can provide 
me with some advice as to 
how to rid my garden of an 
incredibly invasive plant. It is 
called Houttuynia cordata or 
chameleon plant. I bought a 
single variegated plant about 
25 years ago and now I liter-
ally have hundreds of them 
in my gardens and lawn. The 
plant is no longer variegated 
but reverted to green with 
red around the edges. For 
at least three or four years, I 
have been trying to dig them 
out one by one which has 
been extremely difficult due 
to the long roots – some can 
be over a foot long – which 
become intertwined with 
other plants, choking them. 
I have not been very success-
ful, despite spending hours 
at a time. And I painstakingly 
try to get every piece of root 
out. I am not sure if they are 
spreading solely through the 
roots or also from the flower 
pod seeds. 

I notice they also spread 
under my brick walkway even 
though they get no sun there. 
It’s been very frustrating. For 
that reason, I am consider-
ing  using a herbicide, but 

am concerned that it might 
poison nearby plants or may 
not be effective due to the 
long roots. Yet, at this point,  
I am open to the idea.  I look 
forward to any suggestions 
you may have.

Incidentally, I just learned 
from  the internet that it is 
considered to be a medici-
nal herb, which I find quite 
shocking, given how much I 
have come to dislike them! 
Thank you very much for 
your time and assistance.”

Happy to help, Carole! It’s 
funny you mention that this 
plant is a medicinal herb.  

Some years back I was 
taking extract of Japanese 
Knotweed, another invasive 
plant, in my quest to cure 
late stage Lyme Disease. I 
guess most plants have some 
merit although some times 
it’s hard to want to admit it, 
especially in the situation 
you are in.

While I have never grown 
Houttuynia cordata, I have 
dealt with similar invasive 
plants. Not always have I 
been successful, but here are 
a few tactics you can try.  

If there is a way to smoth-
er, go for it. Try black 

plastic, a thick tarp or 
cardboard cov-
ered in mulch.  

E v e n t u a l l y, 
if the plant 
can’t photo-
synthesize, it 

will die. 
You are smart to 

try and remove every 
little bit of root when 

hand digging it out; it’s 
kind of amazing how a tiny 
piece will start a whole new 
plant. For that reason, never 
take the rototiller to a patch 
of any invasive plant, espe-
cially those that spread by 
rhizomes. The roots will be 
dispersed throughout the 
garden.  

I also read about cutting 
the stems of the plants and 
then “painting” the open 
cuts with herbicide.  To me 
that sounds like a smart plan 
to get the chemical right to 
the roots. Time consuming, 
but targeted.  

I’ll be curious to know 
how you make out trying to 
rid your landscape of this 
plant.

Diane, who gardens in 
West Chesterfield, had a 
possible solution for my hy-
acinths getting cut off at the 
soil line.  

“We had a great disap-
pointment this spring when 
something  chopped off most 
of our cultivated black ber-
ries. When I was trying to 

A question and an answer?
inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty:
In a previous column, you 

wrote about people who filed 
for Social Security late in life. 

I am currently incarcerat-
ed and will be filing for Social 
Security in the fall of 2029. I 
will be 74 years old in the first 
week of January 2029. Unless 
I read it wrong, could I be el-
igible to collect the previous 
six months? 

If this is so, how would 
that work? Would I get that 
all at once or incrementally? 
According to the chart we 
once got in the mail, I should 
be collecting the maximum 
amount. I’ve worked all of 
my life and never collected 
Social Security before. Also, 
my ex-wife remarried and 
has since passed away. Do I 
qualify for part of her Social 
Security?  
     Signed, “D” in Danbury 

 
Dear “D” in Danbury: 

I’m afraid you cannot re-
ceive Social Security benefits 
while you are incarcerated, 
even if you are eligible for 
them prior to your release. 

Thus, you cannot get ret-
roactive Social Security ben-
efits for any period you were 
still incarcerated. For clarity, 
although most who apply at 
a later age (e.g., in their 70s) 
do have the option to claim 
retroactive benefits, you can-
not get any SS benefits for 
any month you were still in-
carcerated. Further, you will 
not get credit for delaying 
your application for SS ben-
efits while you are incarcer-
ated (you won’t earn Delayed 
Retirement Credits during 
your incarceration).  

Assuming ( from what you 
shared) that you expect to be 
released from incarceration 
in the fall of 2029, you can 
apply for your SS benefits to 
start upon your release. Be 
aware, however, that it usu-
ally takes several months for 
your application for SS bene-

fits to be processed and you 
can specify the month you 
wish your benefits start. 

Your benefit amount will 
be based upon your average 
monthly earnings for the 35 
highest earning years over 
your lifetime. But you cannot 
get retroactive SS benefits 
for time prior to your release 
from incarceration. Since 
Social Security does not pay 
benefits for partial months, 
you can file for your SS bene-
fits to start effective with the 
month following the month 
in which your incarceration 
ends. Be sure you have your 
official prison release doc-
umentation (parole or dis-
charge papers) in hand when 
you apply for your Social Se-
curity benefits. 

FYI, some correctional 
facilities have a “Prerelease 
Agreement” with Social Se-
curity, which may enable you 
to file for your SS benefits 
three to four months prior to 
your release from incarcer-
ation. Be sure to check with 
your facility to see if they 
have such an agreement with 
Social Security and, if so, use 
it to apply for your benefits in 
advance of your release. This 
will facilitate your SS ben-
efits starting more quickly 
upon your release. 

You did not ask about 
healthcare coverage, but 
since you will be eligible for 
Social Security, you will also 
be eligible for Medicare upon 
your release. When you apply 
for your Social Security ben-
efits, you can also apply for 
Medicare Part B (coverage for 
outpatient medical services), 
the premium for which will 
be deducted from your Social 
Security payment. FYI, Medi-
care Part A (coverage for in-
patient hospitalization ser-
vices) is free and automatic 
because you are also eligible 
for Social Security.   

GARDEN  ❙   page 5

John Kunhardt of Belcher-
town took this photo of a 
green heron catching a fish at 
Lake Wallace.

The green heron is solitary 
at most seasons and often 
somewhat secretive, living 
around small bodies of water 
or densely vegetated areas. 

When seen in the open, it 
often flicks its tail nervously 
and raises and lowers its crest. 

The small heron is about 16 
to 22 inches long. The green on 
this bird’s back is an iridescent 
color and often looks dull blu-
ish or simply dark. 

They have orange yellow 
legs, chestnut neck, black 
crown feathers. Young birds 
are duller and brown with a 
striped neck. 

Northern birds migrates 
as far as Panama and north-

ern South American. Green 
herons in the most southern 
states do not migrate.

Green herons inhabit 
coasts and shorelines, forests 
and woodlands, freshwater 
wetlands, lakes, ponds, rivers 
and saltwater wetlands. Their 
call is a sharp “kyowk” or “sky-
ow.” 

They nest in a wide variety 
of situations, including wil-
low thickets, mangroves, dry 
woods and open marsh. The 
female lays three to five pale 
green or blue green eggs. Both 
the male and female incubate 
the eggs which takes 19 to 21 
days.

The male chooses nesting 
territory and calls repeatedly 
from prominent perch in tree 
or shrub. Displays of male in-
clude stretching neck forward 
and down and snapping bill 
shut, pointing bill straight up-

ward while swaying back and 
forth. Male and female may 
perform display flights around 
territory. Nest site is usually in 
shrub or tree 5-30 feet above 
ground, but sometimes on the 
ground. 

It is often very close to wa-
ter, but it can be quite distant 
away. The nest is a platform of 
sticks. The male begins con-

struction, then female builds 
while male brings materials.

Both parents also feed their 
young by regurgitation. Young 
begin to climb about near nest 
by 16-17 days after hatching, 
usually make first flight at 21-
23 days.

They are fed by parents for a 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Green heron PHOTO BY JOHN KUNHARDT

BACKYARD  ❙   page 5
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull-god
  5. A young canine
  8. Cologne
 11. Fictional British P.I.
 13. Midway between 

northeast and east
 14. A place to shop
 15. Minneapolis suburb
 16. Single lens reflex
 17. NY Mets great 

Tommie
 18. Informal loan clubs
 20. Habitual twitching
 21. Holm oak
 22. Willing to consent or 

submit
 25. In an early way
 30. Made possible
 31. Language in Ghana
 32. Relating to one’s 

birth
 33. Deep-bodied fishes
 38. Defunct European 

currency
 41. Small American 

songbird
 43. One from L.A.
 45. After tenth
 47. Hillside
 49. Red deer
 50. Partner to “oohed”
 55. Indian musical 

pattern
 56. Israeli city __ Aviv
 57. Golden peas plant
 59. Breezed through
 60. Midway between 

east and southeast
 61. Frameworks
 62. Danish krone
 63. Fall back
 64. Influential Korean 

leader

CLUES DOWN
  1. Bridge building 

degree

  2. Expression of sorrow 
or pity

  3. Large, stocky lizard
  4. Turkish leader title
  5. Nag
  6. Blank
  7. Closely woven cotton 

fabric
  8. A nice shot in golf
  9. Away from wind
 10. Evergreen shrub 

genus
 12. Large African 

antelope
 14. Something you 

receive
 19. Satisfy
 23. Wet dirt
 24. No longer here
 25. Writing utensil
 26. Ribonucleic acid
 27. Consume food
 28. Licensed for Wall 

Street

 29. Alternative forms of 
a gene

 34. Buddy
 35. We all do it
 36. Chicken
 37. No seats available
 39. Yearned to possess
 40. Ineffectual
 41. Explosive
 42. Turkish title
 44. Worn near the foot
 45. Impatient
 46. Set an example for 

others
 47. Actor Pitt
 48. Instrument of 

torture
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. A way to print
 54. Storied college 

hoops program
 58. Midway between 

south and southeast

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5
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Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!

S E R V I N G  P A L M E R ,  M O N S O N ,  B R I M F I E L D ,  H O L L A N D  &  W A L E S

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com www.journalregister.turley.comNovember 13, 2025  ❙   Vol. CLXXIV,  No. 42  ❙   $1.00

Journal Register 
The

SPORTS: Mustangs trample Holbrook - Page 11    ■    Veterans Remembered - Page 14-16    ■    Obituaries - Page 17

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students
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Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER
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Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.
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Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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Cultivate your curiosity at 
the Agawam Public Library 
with this year’s Adult Summer 
Reading Challenge: “Plant a 
Seed, Read”! Log your read-
ing, complete activities, and 
contribute to our Communi-
ty Reading Goal to earn raffle 
tickets that can be entered to 
win one of our five grand priz-
es! This challenge will run from 
Monday, June 29 to Friday, Aug. 
7. You can participate one of 
two ways: visit agawamlibrary.
beanstack.org to log your read-
ing online, or visit the library 
Information Desk to log your 
reading in person using our 
paper packet! Registration for 
this challenge opens on June 
29.

Come on out for some golf-
ing fun! Agawam Public Library 
has partnered with the Aga-
wam Municipal Golf Course 
for Let’s Golf ! A Chipping and 
Putting Clinic on Monday, June 
1 at 1 p.m. Attendees will learn 
proper techniques of chip-
ping and putting, arguably the 
most important part of any 
golf round. This clinic is open 
to beginners as well as those 
looking to hone their golf skills. 
Please note that this event will 
be held at the Agawam Munic-
ipal Golf Course (128 South-
wick St, Feeding Hills, MA) and 
registration is required. 

Learn how to uncover the 
past of any home—whether it’s 
20 years old or 200! The Aga-
wam Public Library, Agawam 
Historical Association, and 
Agawam Historical Commis-
sion have partnered to bring 
you 10 Steps to Researching 

the History of Your House in 
Agawam with The Northeast 
House Historian. House histo-
rian Marian Pierre-Louis will 
introduce where to find the 
deeds to your house, how to 
chain a deed, and locate other 
sources of information such 
as the US Federal Census re-
cords, maps and tax records. 
Come learn 10 steps to get you 
started on your house history 
research and uncover the sto-
ries that bring the history of 
your house alive! This talk is 
appropriate for both beginners 
and those who have research 
experience. This event will take 
place on Monday, June 8 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Judith Clini Com-
munity Room. Please register 
to attend.

Interested in participat-
ing online for our Summer 
Reading Challenge, but need a 
Beanstack refresher? We’ve got 
you covered! On Wednesday, 
June 17th at 6:30PM and Mon-
day, June 22 at 10 a.m. in the 
Judith Clini Community Room, 
the library will be hosting Li-
brary Tech: Getting Started 
with Beanstack. Learn the ins 
and outs of using Beanstack 
for our reading challenge, as 
well as how you can use it to 
record what and how often you 
are reading. Please register to 
attend either of these sessions 
and be sure to bring along 
whichever mobile device you 
are most comfortable using.

Join us for an evening of 
Revolutionary War history as 
we continue to celebrate the 
250th anniversary of the Unit-
ed States. Alex MacKenzie 

from the Springfield Armory 
National Historic Site will 
present The Most Proper Spot 
in America: The Continen-
tal Arsenal at Springfield on 
Thursday, June 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Judith Clini Community 
Room. Following the creation 
of the Continental Army in 
1775, General George Wash-
ington and his lieutenants 
organized a system of supply 
and logistics to support the 
fledgling American military 
as it fought for independence. 
Brigadier General Henry Knox, 
Chief of Artillery, personally 
sited a military supply depot 
at Springfield, Massachusetts 
early in 1777. Hundreds of en-
listed tradesmen poured into 
town to begin building, repair-
ing, maintaining and shipping 
all sorts of military supplies, 
and Springfield was quickly 
bustling with activity through-
out the American Revolution. 
Join Springfield Armory NHS 
Curator Alex MacKenzie as 
he reveals the hidden stories 
of the Continental Arsenal at 
Springfield and the contribu-
tions of the region to American 
independence! Please register 
to attend.

Discover the power of mu-
sic with Dr. Randi Lebar as she 
presents Music and Memory: 
The Accidental Creation of a 
92-year-old Social Media Sen-
sation. Lebar will recount the 
wild ride she has taken with 
her mother, pianist Elaine Leb-
ar (born in 1928), who went 
viral on TikTok in 2020 while 
living in a memory care unit in 
Buzzards Bay. Specifically fo-

cusing on the magic and power 
of music in dementia, the talk 
features many videos of Elaine, 
and also includes lessons Ran-
di learned along the way about 
finding meaning and joy in 
their relationship, in spite of 
her mother’s mental decline. 
The presentation is sure to en-
tertain a wide audience, and it 
will be especially educational 
and hopeful for those dealing 
with a loved one in any stage 
of cognitive decline. This event 
will take place on Monday, 
June 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the Ju-
dith Clini Community Room 
and registration is required.

Join us for a Local Author 
Talk with Angela Grout as she 
discusses her latest novel Bean 
in My Breast. The book is a 
powerful story of motherhood, 
legacy, faith and the courage to 
say goodbye while still hold-
ing on. This fictional memoir 
of one woman’s journey of ac-
cepting living, loving and mak-
ing peace with dying as she 
lives her days with breast can-
cer prompts conversations for 
all. The author will read aloud 
a sample of the book and give 
insight to the writing and pub-
lishing process. Copies of all of 
Grout’s books will be available 
for purchase and signing. This 
event will take place on Mon-
day, June 29 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Judith Clini Community Room 
and registration is required.

Our regular programs are 
a great way for folks to pursue 
their interests or try out some-
thing new! Drop in for the last 
few sessions of Qigong for 
Spring on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. 

in the Judith Clini Communi-
ty Room. With similarities to 
yoga and tai chi, Qigong is an 
ancient healing art that blends 
fitness, breathwork, and med-
itation. Harness the expan-
sive energy of spring to build 
strength and flexibility while 
balancing mind, body, and 
spirit for a fresh new year. The 
last class will be held on June 
23. Join us for weekly Chair 
Yoga at 9:05 a.m. on Wednes-
days in the Clini Community 
Room. Led by yoga instruc-
tor Heidi Taberman, these 
drop-in classes are perfect 
for folks of all fitness levels. If 
you’re a fan of board games 
and card games, then check 
out our drop-in Game Night 
on Wednesday, June 3 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Clini Community 
Room. Are you a writer looking 
to connect with other writers? 
Join our Writers Group hosted 
by author Katherine Ander-
son on Thursday, June 18 in 
the Peirce Conference Room. 
There will be opportunities 
for peer and host feedback, 
learning the basics of self-pub-
lishing, finding opportunities 
for submission to magazines, 
literary journals, and presses, 
assembling a portfolio, and the 
basics of a query package for 
submissions and publications. 
Please register to attend!

This month’s Virtual Au-
thor Talk Series kicks off on 
Wednesday, June 3 at 2 p.m. 
with a fascinating discussion 
with Smithsonian Curator 
Mary Savig on the history and 
significance of craft at state 
fairs—from blue-ribbon quilts 

to sculpted butter cows, and so 
much more! Join us for an ad-
venturous conversation with 
bestselling author Matt Dinni-
man on Thursday, June 11 at 7 
p.m. as he discusses his wildly 
popular (and just plain wild) 
Dungeon Crawler Carl series. 
Storyteller and popular blog-
ger Ted Page will discuss his 
book Good Grandpa: Stories 
from the Heart of Grandfather-
hood on Thursday, June 18 at 2 
p.m. This heartfelt book high-
lights his journey to bring to-
gether the stories and wisdom 
of grandfathers from all walks 
of life—all with a mission to 
nurture the next great gener-
ation. Looking for some new 
recipes to try out? Join authors 
Sana Javeri Kadri and Asha 
Loupy as they discuss their 
cookbook, The Diaspora Spice 
Co. Cookbook, which cele-
brates beautiful, simple, and 
seasonal cooking with 85 reci-
pes adapted from India and Sri 
Lanka’s best family spice farms. 
This event will take place on 
Tuesday, June 23 at 2 p.m. To 
register to attend any or all of 
these virtual talks, please call 
the library or visit libraryc.org/
agawamlibrary.

Thank you to the Agawam 
Center Library Association 
and the Friends of the Agawam 
Library for sponsoring select li-
brary programs. Our last open 
Saturday before summer hours 
begin is June 6 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Please note that the li-
brary will be closed on Friday, 
June 19 in observance of June-
teenth.

Agawam Public Library announces adult activities for June

prune what was left and save 
something I found the stalks 
laying on the ground but the 
tops were eaten. It looked 
like someone took a clean 
angle sweep with a hatchet 
to cut down the stalks. Then 
one evening at dusk we saw 
the culprit. It was about a 
60 pound porcupine! He was 
chomping on our wild white 
rose bushes. He would bite 
the stalks off but since the 
rest of the bush wouldn’t let 
the branch fall, he couldn’t 
eat the top. What a mess.  
When I read your article I 
was thinking this might be 
the answer to the mystery.”  

Hmm, I will have to keep 
on the look out for a porcu-
pine; you never know.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 

few more weeks. Young are re-
portedly capable of swimming 
well. These herons have one to 
two broods per year.

These herons forage most-
ly by standing still or stalking 
very slowly at edge of shallow 
water, waiting for prey to ap-
proach. Sometimes they uses 
bait” by dropping a feather or 
small twig on surface of water 
to lure fish within striking dis-
tance.

They eat mostly small fish, 
but will also eat crayfish and 
other crustaceans, aquatic 
insects, frogs and tadpoles. 
Other items include grass-
hoppers, snakes, earthworms, 
snails and small rodents.

Black and white warbler

My daughter, Paula, saw a 
black and white warbler by the 
cross country trail at Quab-
bin Regional High School last 
week. As the name implies, the 
warbler has black and white 
feathers with black streaking 
on the breast and white wing 
bars, white eye line and white 
belly.

Red shouldered hawk
A Montgomery resident 

had a red shouldered hawk in 
her yard. She sent a photo of it 
in flight.

Whippoorwill
I received an email on May 

15 from a Belchertown resi-
dent. She stated, “The whip-
poorwill is back in my yard 
again this year.  The calls starts 
around dark and continue 
off and on till sunrise. She or 

he perches on the roof and 
calls all night. It can be very 
annoying as you are trying to 
sleep, but I still feel blessed or 
cursed.”

Common Ravens
A Brimfield couple had 

common ravens in their yard 
last month. They stated in an 
email, “We mostly hear them 
and sometimes see them fly-
ing over a local feature called 
West Mountain that is about 
1000’ elevation and runs 
north/south about a half a 
mile east of our house.”

They stated, “On a Thurs-
day a raven was in the drive-
way where I throw a seed mix 
daily for ground feeders. I saw 
the bird from inside the ga-
rage, my wife saw it with bin-
oculars from inside the house.”

They stated, “We both no-
ticed the larger size, bigger 
than the American Crows 
that often feed in  the same 
area. I noticed the wedged 
shaped tail when it flew 
away and my wife saw larger, 
heavier bill and the shaggy 
throat feathers.” A few days 
later they saw three ravens.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. The Palmer 
office has a new phone sys-
tem and I will be getting an 
extension where messages 
may be left. I will publish the 
number as soon as it is set 
up.

BACKYARD   ❚   from page 4

Finally, regarding survivor 
benefits from your ex-wife, 
you can only get a surviv-
ing ex-spouse benefit if you 
were married for more than 
10 years and your own SS re-
tirement amount is less than 
your ex-wife was receiving 
at her death. In other words, 
you can only get one SS ben-
efit either your own or your 
deceased ex-wife’s amount, 
whichever is higher.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.              

SOCIAL   ❚   from page 4
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AGAWAM – After fighting 
through the court system to 
playing in the Western Mas-
sachusetts Class A Cham-
pionship game, Agawam 
High School took to a rainy 
Westfield State University 
and faced East Longmead-
ow. Unfortunately, it was the 
Spartans day as Agawam 
fell 9-4 on Saturday, May 23. 
Agawam had an early lead 
3-2, but gave it up in the bot-

tom of the third inning and 
East Longmeadow never 
relinquished it again. Made-
lyn Pajer had a big game for 
Agawam, going 3-for-4. Tay-
lor Stairs had a 2-for-3 game 
with a walk. She also had two 
RBI. The Brownies entered 
the state tournament last 
week and are already head-
ed for the Round of 16 on 
Wednesday, June 3.

Brownies come up short for WMass title

The captains of Agawam High School softball, finalists in the Western Mass. tournament.

Taylor Stairs makes a catch for an out at third base.

Above, Madelyn Pajer slides back to first. Right, Kiley Ryan makes a catch at first.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

HOLYOKE – The Valley Blue Sox 
return for the 2026 season after fin-
ishing last season at 20-22 record. 
Despite narrowly missing out on 
the playoffs, The Blue Sox ended the 
season on a high note with a dom-
inant 23-1 win against the Upper 
Valley Nighthawks in July. The Blue 
Sox will open up their season June 4 
against the Newport Gulls at home. 

The Gulls are coming out of the 
gates as Regular Season Divisional 
Champions, after posting a 29-15 
record in 2025. The teams last met 
on a rainy July day in Rhode Island, 
where The Blue Sox pulled off a 6-5 
comeback win in extra innings. 

“Regardless of who we have out 
there … [it’s] just creating that kind 
of sense of urgency from the begin-
ning .. and you want to certainly 
make a good first impression,” head 
coach John Raiola said. “Play hard 

and compete, that’s really what I 
ask every day, no matter what … 
[and] that starts on June 4.”   

Raiola returns as head coach of 
the Blue Sox after five seasons in the 
front office as the team’s director of 
baseball operations. Following the 
departure of former head coach 
Endy Morales in pursuit of the Ba-
nana Ball League, Raiola returns 
to a team that he coached to back 
to back NECBL championships in 
2017 and 2018.

Returning to the same coaching 
job he first stepped into 11 years 
ago, one of Raiola’s top priorities 
is to put a team on the field that is 
ready to compete. 

“It’s not just summer ball,” Raio-
la said. “It’s an opportunity for you 
to put your best foot forward and 
show that you, in basically an all-
star league, can compete against 

the best throughout all over the 
country, and show up and do it ev-
ery single day.”

The Blue Sox offense ranked in 
the top of the NECBL last season 
but the pitching staff struggled, 
finishing with a team ERA of 4.93, 
the eighth best in the league. Raio-
la, who served as a pitching coach 
at Western New England Univer-
sity and in the Cape Cod Baseball 
League with the Yarmouth-Den-
nis Red Sox, seeks to heighten the 
threat of Valley’s arms.

“One thing that’s really im-
portant for us, and that I tell [the 
players] … is that they leave better 
than they came,” Raiola said. “... You 
should have something that you 
know that you need to do and that 
you don’t do particularly well and 
we should be working towards solv-
ing … so that when you leave, you 

leave better than we found you.”
Raiola spent the 2015-2019 sea-

sons as head coach of the Blue Sox, 
and has been the head coach of the 
Elms College baseball team since 
2020, where he’s posted a 94-120 
record.

Raiola is no stranger to NECBL 
titles. Prior to his time in Holyoke, 
Raiola won a championship as a 
part of the Newport Gulls coach-
ing staff in 2009, another with the 
Keene Swampbats in 2011, and 
made a championship appearance 
with the Sanford Mainers in 2014.

Raiola has exciting names to 
work with this summer from all 
over the country. 

Returning for the Blue Sox is in-
fielder Michael Elko. Elko suited up 
for Valley in 39 games last season, 
tallying 165 plate appearances. The 
Texas native earned 30 runs with 

34 hits and finished the season off 
with a 0.252 batting average. A se-
nior at the University of Richmond, 
Elko’s college season ended with 52 
starts and was named the Atlantic 
10 Baseball Player of the Week back 
in March. 

Incoming Blue Sox shortstop 
Anthony Grabau has made head-
lines in his junior season at Ford-
ham University. In 2026, he hit for 
a .303 batting average across 218 
at bats, posting a .911 OPS, a prom-
ising left-handed bat. Grabau fin-
ished with nine home runs and 38 
RBI and earned a spot on Baseball 
America’s College Team of the Week 
on April 21 at shortstop after an 
11-for-21 week where he hit for the 
cycle. Grabau has been a defensive 
anchor at shortstop, starting all 55 

Valley Blue Sox ready for the 2026 season

BLUE SOX ❙   page 12
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New England Mutiny battles Hartford Athletic to scoreless draw

Clockwise from left:
Kendall Bodak, of Monson, 
sends a free kick away;

Kayleigh Lukasik sends a pass 
away;

Nadia Cassmajor sends a pass 
away;

Kursten Shade looks to shoot in 
traffic;

Se-Hanna Mars fights for the 
ball.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM—After taking 
home the Division 2 state 
championship trophy twice 
in the past three seasons, the 
Agawam boys’ volleyball team 
were promoted to Division 1 
this year.

The sixth-seeded Brown-
ies began their journey in the 
Division 1 tournament with a 
3-0 (25-23, 25-12, 25-21) vic-
tory against the 27th-seeded 
Greater New Bedford Region-
al Vocational Technical High 
School Bears in a round of 32 
match held at Clifford P. Kib-
be Gymnasium, last Saturday 
afternoon. 

“We’ll be facing a lot 
tougher competition in the 
Division 1 state tournament, 
and we have to be very fo-
cused in every match,” said 
Agawam senior Tim Kar-

cha, who led the way with a 
team-leading 16 kills. “We 
started off slowly in today’s 
match, but we picked up our 
energy after winning the first 
set. We certainly didn’t want 
to end the season with a loss 
on our homecourt.” 

Agawam head coach Kev-
in Pender gave his thoughts 
about playing in the Division 
1 tournament.

“We were one of the top 
teams in the Division 2 tour-
nament the past couple of 
years,” he said. “Being the 
sixth seed in the Division 
1 tournament, we have the 
toughest path to win another 
state title. If we can win our 
next match, we’ll then have to 
face the third seed, the second 
seed, and the top seed if there 
aren’t any upsets along the 
way. I believe in this team, and 
I think we can do it, but it’s a 
much more difficult road.” 

Karcha is one of the 
Brownies senior captains, 
along with Elijah Ramos (16 
assists), Mike Lukomski (8 
digs, 6 kills), and Chase Ger-
ani (5 kills).

“The four of us are the 
team leaders,” said Karcha, 
who didn’t play any other 
sport in high school besides 
volleyball. “Coach Pender 
has a lot of trust in me and 
selected me as a captain this 
year. Volleyball is a very im-
portant thing at our school.”

The Brownies other se-
niors are Jaiden Briotta, Da-
vid Zhmiadziak, and Alex 
Williams.

Agawam, who had a 16-5 
overall record following the 
home sweep, defeated rival 
Westfield, 3-2, in the Western 
Mass. Class A finals nine days 
earlier. 

A year ago, the Brownies 
beat Wayland High School, 

3-1, in the Division 2 state 
finals, which were held at 
Shrewsbury High School. 
They also captured the Divi-
sion 2 state title in 2023. 

Under the old postseason 
tournament format, Agawam 
won the Division 1 state title 
in 2013.

It wasn’t the first time that 
Agawam and Greater New 
Bedford (16-4) had faced 
each other in a state tourna-
ment match. Back in 2023, 
the Brownies posted a 3-0 
home victory over the Bears 
in the Elite 8.

The two squads also met 
each other in a scrimmage 
before the start of the regular 
season.

Boys volleyball wins state tournament opener

Michael Lukowski sends a hit 
over the net.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

WILKES-BARRE, PA – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
saw their remarkable Calder 
Cup Playoff journey come to 
a bitter ending in an 8-1 loss 
to the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins on Saturday night 
inside Mohegan Arena at Ca-
sey Plaza in a deciding Game 
5 of the best-of-five series.

After getting shut out by 
Georgii Romanov and the 
T-Birds in Game 4 in Spring-
field two nights earlier, the 
Penguins came out with re-
newed purpose, and Tristan 
Broz’s second goal of the se-
ries just 3:56 into Game 5 put 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton in 
front, 1-0.

Harrison Brunicke would 
follow with a goal of his own 
on a 2-on-1 at 7:43 to make it 
2-0. Broz added his third point 
of the period with a power 
play goal at 16:17, and Rafael 
Harvey-Pinard completed the 
Penguins’ prolific first period 
with a rebound finish with just 
20 seconds left in the frame to 

make it 4-0 at intermission. 
The T-Birds swapped goal-

ies heading into the second 
as Vadim Zherenko took over, 
but the Penguins still man-
aged to find offense when 
Atley Calvert swatted a loose 
puck through Zherenko at 
17:21.

As the third period be-

gan, the Penguins power play 
found a second connection 
when Ville Koivunen finished 
off a passing play at 2:52 to ex-
tend the lead to six.

Akil Thomas finally got one 
back for Springfield at 4:30, 
but it would prove to only de-
lay the Penguins’ continued 
attack, as Harvey-Pinard and 

Koivunen each would add an-
other tally to their night’s work 
to finish off the victory and the 
series.

The T-Birds’ storybook 
season may have come to an 
end, but the excitement is only 
building as Springfield pre-
pares to celebrate 100 years of 
hockey in the city.

Magical runs ends for Springfield Thunderbirds in Wilkes-Barre

LUDLOW – On Friday, May 
22, the New England Mutiny 
battled the Hartford Athletic 
to a scoreless tie. The Mutiny 
is now 1-1-1 on the season. 
They previously defeated the 
Worcester Wanderers and 
had a defeat against the Hud-
son Valley Crusaders. More 
on the Mutiny and their new 
challenges in next week’s edi-
tion.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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SportsSportsPublic NoticesPublic Notices
Town of Agawam

Legal Notice
The Agawam Planning 

Board will hold a public hear-
ing on Thursday, June 18, 2026 
at 6:00pm and the Agawam 
City Council will hold its pub-
lic hearing on Monday, July 13, 
2026 at 7:00pm at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of 
these hearings will be to hear 
the petition of Council President 
Russo for a proposed zoning 
amendment for “An Ordinance 
Regarding Fence Height in the 
Town of Agawam.” The City 
Council’s public hearing will 
be livestreamed on the Town 
of Agawam’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us and will also be 
televised on Cable Access Chan-
nel 15 or Channel 1074. Copies 
of the proposed zoning amend-
ment can be obtained from the 
Planning Department between 
the hours of 7:30am and 3:30pm 
at the Agawam DPW, 1000 Suff-
ield Street, Agawam, MA or by 
emailing the Office of the City 
Clerk for an electronic copy at 
vgioscia@agawam.ma.us.

By Order Of:
Violet Baldwin, Chairman
Agawam Planning Board

Anthony Russo
City Council President

06/04, 06/11/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0991EA
Estate of: 

Ernest E Lagacy Jr.
Date of Death: 
April 26, 2026

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Siobhan R 
Murphy of East Longmeadow, 
MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Siobhan R Murphy of East 
Longmeadow, MA has been 
informally appointed as the Per-
sonal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the 
bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Repre-
sentatives appointed under in-
formal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
06/04/2026

1927-2026

Muriel Jane 
(McCarthy) Conk-
ey, 98, passed away 
peacefully on May 
15, 2026. She was 
born in Worcester, 
MA on November 
29, 1927, to the late 
John J. McCarthy 
and Mary (Butler) McCarthy. 

Muriel was a woman who 
basked in the warm glow of 
a lifetime of always striving 
to find the good in people, 
and who was in turn loved 
by so many of the people 
that she met along her path. 
That path began in Worces-
ter, MA, where she was raised 
and always held close to her 
heart. Muriel graduated from 
Worcester High School of 
Commerce and the Worcester 
School of Business Science – 
along the way, becoming an 
award-winning speedskater. 

After becoming married, 
Muriel moved to Agawam, 
MA and as her family grew, 
created a nurturing, loving 
household for each of her four 
children.  She was well-known 
in the community, with work 
that included being a teller for 
Shawmut Bank, a school bus 
driver for the DePalma Bus 
Company, and as a Realtor. 
She enjoyed many sporting 
activities, such as cross-coun-
try skiing, snowmobiling, 
bowling, and golf. All of her 
golfing friends knew that if 
you were playing with Muriel 
that day, a whiff counted as a 
stroke – and she put it on the 
scorecard. Muriel loved flow-
ers. When she moved into her 
first house, on Doane Avenue 
in Agawam, she spent many 
hours tending to a rose gar-
den, savoring every moment. 

T h r o u g h o u t 
her life, the best 
present anyone 
could ever bring 
Muriel were some 
flowers. And, of 
course, some can-
dy. Hershey’s Kiss-
es, to get the gold 
star. Muriel moved 
from Agawam to 

Cape Cod 15 years ago, and 
there she continued to leave 
her mark on so many people, 
who all came to appreciate 
her warm smile and her will-
ingness to always help, in any 
way she could. 

But perhaps her most en-
during legacy is the never-wa-
vering love and support that 
she had for her family. To her 
children, she was a consistent, 
loving, guiding light: when the 
streetlights came on, and it 
was time to head home, you 
always knew that a warm din-
ner and a smile would be wait-
ing for you. To her grandchil-
dren, “Grammy” was someone 
who brought them for their 
first library card; who always 
tried to get to every game; 
who always had banana bread 
or blueberry muffins wait-
ing for them; whose birthday 
card always had a $5 bill; and, 
most importantly, Grammy 
was someone who was always 
there for them, doing what-
ever she could to make sure 
they knew that if something 
was important to them, it 
was important to her. And to 
her great-grandchildren, she 
was someone always ready to 
give that warm, special hug 
that only special great-grand-
mothers can give, the hug that 
makes them know that they 
are loved. Muriel will be re-
membered as someone who 
always – always -- found a way 

into people’s hearts. 
Muriel leaves four children: 

Donald Conkey and his wife 
Karen of Southwick; MA; Pa-
mela Burke and her husband 
William of Mashpee, MA; Di-
ana Hawkins and her husband 
James of Cape Coral, FL; and 
Craig Conkey of Westfield, 
MA and his soulmate, Marian 
Watterlond of Windsor, CT. 
She also leaves five grand-
children: Megan Tracy and 
her husband Christopher of 
Plymouth, MA; Kelly Chandler 
and her husband Jonathan of 
Plymouth, MA; Evan Conkey 
and his wife Lauren of Box-
ford, MA; Bryan Burke and his 
wife Jenna of Sandwich, MA; 
and Colin Conkey and his wife 
Maggie of Boston, MA. Muriel 
also leaves five great-grand-
children: Amelia and Mabel 
Conkey, Morgan and Oden 
Chandler, and Bodhi Burke. 
Muriel was predeceased by 
her former husband, Donald 
E. Conkey of Agawam. Muriel 
was also predeceased by her 
brothers John, Butler, Robert, 
William and Richard McCa-
rthy; and her sister, Evelyn 
Poirier.  

We are profoundly grateful 
to the entire staff at Cape Cod 
Senior Residences and The 
Pavilion Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center for the com-
passionate support shown to 
Muriel and our family. A cele-
bration of life will be held for 
Muriel on Cape Cod in Sep-
tember. 

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests donations be made 
to the Ellie Fund (200 Reser-
voir St, Suite 300, Needham, 
MA 02494) to support local 
breast cancer patients, or the 
charity of your choice. For 
online guest book www.chap-
manfuneral.com

Muriel Jane Conkey

WMass Pioneers fall to NEFC
LUDLOW – On a very 

rainy evening, the turf was 
not kind to the Western 
Mass. Pioneers as they fell 
at home against NEFC 4-2. 

The Pioneers, which 
have a lot of new players 

on the roster this season, 
fell to a disappointing 1-2 
on the short regular sea-
son. 

The Pioneers had an-
other home game sched-
uled during the weekend, 

and were in action on the 
road against Black Rock 
FC. 

The Pioneers are on a 
lengthy road trip and are 
not playing at home until 
Friday, June 19.

Ben Alexander gets ready to clear the ball.

Michael Gouvin sends a pass away.
Jaiden Williams makes his way up the 
field.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

ObituariesObituaries

October 29, 1997 – 
May 25, 2026

Amber Georgianne Hoag-
ue passed away on May 25, 
2026, at the age of 28.

A lifelong resident of 
Agawam, Amber attended 
Agawam Public Schools and 
spent most of her life in the 
community she called home.

Amber’s life was filled 
with both joys and chal-
lenges, but those who loved 
her will remember her for 
far more than the struggles 
she faced. She was funny, 
creative, passionate, stub-
born, and deeply caring. 
She had a quick wit, a mem-
orable laugh, and a way of 
leaving an impression on 
everyone she met. Beneath 
her strength was a sensitive 
heart that longed for love, 
acceptance, and peace.

Amber was the mother 
of two daughters, Autumn 
Scott and Grace Dmitriev. 
Her girls were forever con-
nected to her heart, and 
her love for them remained 
a constant part of who she 
was.

James Dmitriev was a 
central part of Amber’s life 
for nearly 24 years. Though 
they were no longer togeth-
er at the time of her passing, 
their lives remained deeply 
intertwined through years 
of friendship, shared experi-
ences, love, and the daughter 
they brought into the world 
together, Grace. No matter 
where life led them, they re-
mained part of one another’s 
story from childhood into 
adulthood.

Amber was predeceased 
by her mother, Dayna Hoag-
ue, and her brother, Nathan 

Stebbins. She 
carried both of 
them in her heart 
throughout her 
life, and her fam-
ily finds com-
fort in believing 
they were there 
to welcome her 
home with love 
and peace.

Family was not always de-
fined by blood in Amber’s life. 
From the day she was born, 
Mary Mellinger Kirk and her 
husband, Robert “Bob” Kirk, 
were a constant presence in 
her life. As the lifelong best 
friend of Amber’s mother, 
Dayna, Mary was honored to 
become Amber’s godmother 
and, over the years, a mother 
figure whom Amber lovingly 
called “Mom.”

Bob was more than a 
family friend. He became the 
father figure Amber needed 
throughout much of her life, 
offering guidance, support, 
encouragement, and un-
conditional love. Their bond 
grew so strong that Amber 
proudly called him “Dad,” a 
title that reflected the special 
place he held in her heart.

Amber also shared a 
special bond with Paul Mel-
linger. Only two years apart 
in age, they grew up side 
by side and spent so much 
time together that, as young 
children, they genuinely be-
lieved they were brother and 
sister. As they grew older, 
that bond never faded, and 
Amber continued to consid-
er Paul her brother in every 
way that mattered.

Amber shared a special 
bond with her beloved great-
aunt, Alice, who held a cher-
ished place in her heart. The 
love and admiration Amber 

had for Aunt Alice 
was so profound 
that she chose the 
name Grace for 
her daughter in 
her honor.

Those who 
knew Amber will 
remember her 
smile, her sense 
of humor, her re-

silience, and the moments of 
kindness and love she shared 
with others. While her time 
here was far too short, the 
memories she created and 
the lives she touched will not 
be forgotten.

Amber’s memory will live 
on in the stories shared by 
those who loved her, in the 
photographs that capture 
her spirit, and most of all in 
the lives of her daughters.

A celebration of life will 
be announced by the family 
at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to 
support Amber’s daughter, 
Grace, through the family’s 
GoFundMe:

https://www.gofundme.
com/f/help-us-lay-amber-
hoague-to-rest-support-ba-
by-grace

Rest peacefully, Amber.
You were loved more than 

you knew.

Amber Georgianne Hoague

Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

DEATH 
NOTICES

Muriel Jane 
Conkey
Died May 15, 2026.
Celebration of Life 
in September

Amber Georgianne 
Hoague
Died May 25, 2026,
Celebration of Life 
at a later date

Proud publishers
of 12 community 

newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise your 

business here
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

HOHNER VERDI III. Red 120 Bass Pia-
no Accordian. 3/5 reeds, full size keyboard. 
5/3 switches. New condition. Bargain! 
$1475. 413-583-3740.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC

 formerly (Luis Arroyo licensed electrician)
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
budget friendly, committed to satisfaction, 
dependable & insured. Master Lic. #20773-
A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text or call Dan-
iel at 413-218-3301 or visit my website 
at dannyselectricllc.com to fill an on-
line work request.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE – Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2900 
or best offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

HEALTH CARE
Holyoke Health Center, Inc. has a 
position available in Holyoke, MA for a 

BE/BC (Board Eligible or 
Board Certified) Pediatrician

to provide medical care and treatment to in-
fants, children, and adolescents. Diagnose 
and treat various medical conditions, con-
duct examinations, prescribe medications, 
administer vaccinations, and offer guidance 
on child health and development. Salary 
range is $208,000 to $250,000 per year.
Minimum Requirements: M.D. or D.O. or 
foreign equivalent + BE/BC (Board Eligible 
or Board Certified) in Pediatrics. 

Apply to: resumes@hhcinc.org 
using ID: PD25DD.

FOR RENT
APT. FOR RENT: 826 EAST STREET, 
LUDLOW. 2 BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, di-
nette, LR. Applications required. For more 
information, please call 413-583-3097.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Buying? 
Selling?

Our Classifieds
Get Results!



occur after the project has 
gone through the bid pro-
cess. It is likely no work will 

take place in late Septem-
ber during the 17-day Big E, 
in which Suffield St. going 
north is a major access way 
to the fair.
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PLAN   ❚   from page 1

A proposed intersection project at the location of Pajer Superette 
will now become a reality after the city council approved the 
project and eminent domain takings at a recent meeting.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

sachusetts.  This legislation 
would require the owners 
of utility poles to allow a 
single construction crew to 
make changes to multiple 
utility wires.

Borgatti said the legisla-
tion would be helpful to the 
community in its efforts.

“Showing our represen-
tatives from our district 
that Agawam supports this 
legislation is an important 
step in supporting better 

services and pricing for in-
ternet access for our resi-
dents,” Borgatti said.

Hendrickson said other 
New England states have 
passed similar laws.

Both the House and Sen-
ate versions of the bill have 
been voted “Ought to Pass” 
in their respective Telecom-
munications, Utilities, and 
Energy Committees, and 
have both been referred to 
the House and Senate Ways 
and Means Committees.

Sapelli had initiated the 

process with GoNetSpeed 
and the Internet service 
provider firm was work-
ing through the process of 
trying to be able to install 
fiber optic cables through-
out the community so the 
town would be able to of-
fer a more affordable high-
speed Internet service. For 
high-speed Internet, Com-
cast, or Xfinity, is typical-
ly the only main option in 
Agawam.

Several communities, 
including Chicopee and 

Westfield, have since in-
stalled their own fiber op-
tic networks, and neighbor 
Southwick was also explor-
ing the possibility of joining 
Westfield’s infrastructure.

When Johnson received 
word that GoNetSpeed was 
suspending its effort due to 
difficulty negotiating with 
utility pole owners, the rea-
son given was due to “chal-
lenges related to Make Ready 
costs that [GoNetSpeed has] 
not been able to resolve with 
the pole owners.”

INTERNET  ❚   from page 1

“I’m good friends with 
their head coach (Richie 
Gomes Jr.),” Pender said. “He’s 
an assistant women’s coach 
at Providence College where 
I went to school. They host a 
play day before the start of the 
regular season. It was a long 
time ago, but we played well 
against them. Both teams 
have improved a lot since 
then.”

During the past couple of 
years, Pender was the head 
coach of the women’s vol-

leyball team at Anna Maria 
College. The private Catholic 
college in Paxton closed at the 
end of the spring semester.

“It’s a heartbreaking situa-
tion,” Pender said. “I feel bad 
for my girls, but all of them 
have found a new home. I 
have no plans to stop coach-
ing the boy’s team here, but 
I do want to coach a college 
women’s volleyball team in 
the fall.”

The Bears players played 
with a lot of energy and emo-
tion during the opening set. 

They held a 7-3 lead, but the 
Brownies never allowed their 
deficit to get more than five 
points.

The score in the first set 
was tied eleventh time at 
23-23 before the Brownies 
managed to win the final two 
points.

The home team dominat-
ed the second set from start 
to finish. 

An ace by Zhmiadziak and 
a kill by junior Jason Mihal-
icenco gave the Brownies a 
12-6 lead.

They also led 18-7 follow-
ing another ace from Mihali-
cenco. 

Agawam’s largest lead of 
the second set was 22-9.

“We served and passed 
very well in the second set,” 
Pender said. “We started to 
play our brand of volleyball in 
that set.”  

The Bears held a slim lead 
at the beginning of the third 
set before a 6-0 spurt gave the 
Brownies a 17-13 advantage. 
Karcha sealed the victory 
with a thundering kill.

WINCHESTER, N,H. – 
Joey Jarvis survived a slugfest 
to win his first Modified fea-
ture of the summer on May 
23 at Monadnock Speedway, 
The second generation Ver-
mont pilot accomplished the 
feat by sitting in the best seat 
in the house, the pole, from 
where he was immune to the 
wildness behind him.

Jarvis was one of five 
first time 2026 winners on 
the high banks of the fast 
quarter mile Saturday. Jus-
tin Beecher, in house for the 
night’s special R&R Open 
Street Stock show, duplicat-
ed his victory of the same 
event a summer ago, and 
reigning speedway Mini 
Stock champ John Fultz - in 
his first run of the summer 
- picked up where he left off 
last September.

In the Pure Stocks, red 
hot rookie Josh Brigham 
scored the first win of his ca-
reer. New England Dwarf Car 
pilot Ryan Carman scored 
his first career victory on the 
high banks, and then there 
was 11-year-old Dylan Stati.

Stati, a quiet fifth grade 
student at the Old Mill 
Pond School in his home-
town of Palmer, Mass. on 
weekdays, puts on his super 
hero personality every Sat-
urday, when he dominates 
the speedway’s Young Guns 
division. On this Saturday, 
he cruised to victory for the 
fourth time of his rookie 
campaign.

Jarvis and open-wheel 
rookie Kyle Kenny sat up 
front as Saturday night’s All-
states Materials Group 604 
Modified main event went 
green. They would run in 
that order until Ben Byrne 
blasted into second on lap 
four, with Nate Wenzel close 
behind.

Wenzel took third on lap 
11 and with the two veter-

ans battling for second, Jar-
vis was able to open some 
breathing room at the front. 
That, though, went out the 
window when a lap-21 cau-
tion brought Byrne back to 
his side.

Jarvis was again up to the 
task, holding a perfect line 
for all 40 laps to score his 
second career victory on the 
high banks. And he may not 
have had the fastest car.

A grinding lap-25 multi-
Mod dance out of turn 
four heavily damaged the 
Patnode and Martin rides, 
among others, and brought 
Nate Wenzel to the front row 
for the restart. Electrical is-
sues, though, sent Wenzel 
quickly to the pits, returning 
now seventh at the green.

Flying back through the 
field, Wenzel would finish 
second, three lengths behind 
the speedy Jarvis. Andrew 
Brousseau, victorious sev-
en days earlier, gobbled up 
Tyler Leary in turn three to 
come home second, Leary 
was fourth on the night, and 
Ben Byrne, in the mix all 40, 
came home fifth.

The R&R Open Street 
Stock feature saw three 
dominant Bay State stars 
again take center stage, Jus-
tin Beecher - who makes a 
habit of swooping onto the 
high banks to score victories 
in these specials - took first 
from Chris Buffone on lap 
eight and never looked back.

Top hometracker JD 
Stockwell, representing his 
Saturday night home well, 
got up for second on lap 11 
and kept Beecher close until 
exiting in a cloud of smoke 
51 circuits later, leaving Buf-
fone to finish second, a third-
lap shy of the high flying 
Beecher, Former speedway 
regular Adam Gray complet-
ed his hard night’s work in 
third.

games in the position and 
posting a .946 fielding per-
centage.

Behind the dish, junior 
Jacob Dilley has had a mon-
ster year at the University of 
North Carolina Greensboro. 
In 50 games, Dilley has hit 
for a .325 batting average, 
recorded a .960 OPS, left the 
yard for 10 home runs and 
recorded 38 RBI. Dilley has 
spent less time behind the 
plate in 2026 but has moved 
around the field for UNCG, 
making appearances in the 
outfield and first base in 
addition to his catching du-
ties. 

Junior Gavin Degnan 
brings a solid bat to the 
Valley outfield from the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
Degnan drove in 41 over 42 
games which led his team, 
and had a .306 batting av-
erage and a .898 OPS to go 
with it. Degnan went deep 
for seven home runs and at 
times was a threat on the 
basepaths, swiping 14 bags. 

Raiola has also assem-
bled a diverse bullpen with a 
wide range of arms. Coming 
from UMass Lowell, Jake Le-
Francois posted a 2.03 ERA 
on a little over 11 innings 

pitched for the Riverhawks, 
emerging with potential 
to be a reliable arm for the 
Blue Sox. Right-handed 
pitcher Dylan Reid brings 
some more experience on 
the mound, logging nearly 
60 innings pitched with a 
3.77 ERA for Brown Univer-
sity. Averaging 4.9 innings 
pitched per game for the 
Bears in 2026, Reid profiles 
as a durable arm and can 
compete deep into outings. 

Returning to the mound 
for Valley is Justin Mas-
teralexis. A Western Mas-
sachusetts native, the 
left-handed pitcher logged 
over 19 innings for UMass 
Amherst this past season. 
Masteralexis struck out 
19 batters for the Minute-
men and earned Atlantic 
10 All-Rookie Team honors 
back in 2024. 

“It’s not just about pick-
ing the best players and the 
stats and all that, it’s about 
getting the right guys,” Rai-
ola said. “[Seeing] how they 
mesh together, pull for each 
other and show up every 
single day.

The Blue Sox will kick off 
their 2026 season on June 
4 at Mackenzie Stadium in 
Holyoke. First pitch is set 
for 6:30 p.m. 

BLUE SOX  ❚   from page 6

Jarvis, Beecher top 
guns at Monadnock

BOYS  ❚   from page 7

Jacob Nesen goes to his side to get a hit. Elijah Ramos sets the ball up near the net.

Jason Mihalicenco goes for a block. Dominic Manes gets a set.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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