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Town awards trash,
recycling contract
to new vendor

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - Ever since
single-stream recycling and
trash removal was intro-
duced for the town of Aga-
wam about a decade ago, Re-
public Services has been the
vendor Agawam residents
have observed coming by
their homes to collect each
week.

Last week, the town an-
nounced it was ending its
relationship with Republic
and awarded the trash and
recycling removal contract
to USA Waste and Recycling.

According to Tracy De-
Maio, Environmental Project
Coordinator with the Aga-
wam Department of Public
Works, the town has signed
a new contract with USA
which will begin on Tuesday,
July 1, which is also the start

of the next fiscal year. It is
not known how long the new
contract is for.

Most residents will not
see a noticeable change in
their basic services. For ev-
ery residence in the com-
munity, there are two barrel
issued, a trash barrel and a
single-stream recycling bar-
rel. Single-stream recycling
allows anything that is a re-
cyclable item to be placed
in the bin. Most recycle bins
in Agawam are orange and
brown, matching the town’s
school colors.

The Town purchased
those barrels when they
started the program and will
continue to own those bar-
rels. They will continue to
be utilized and residents will
not need purchase new bar-
rels.
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Members of the Agawam Veterans Council lead a Memorial Day ceremony at Agawam American Legion Post 185. See more
photos on page 6. SuBMITTED PHOTO

Ms. Connecticut Senior America 2017, Charlene Saltonstall Armitage
and Ms. Massachusetts Senior America 1995, Jessie Rivers at The
32 Annual Ms. Massachusetts Senior America Pageant.

Ms. Massachusetts Senior America 2024, Victoria Wright crowning

Ms. Massachusetts Senior America 2025 Laura Hicks.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

City hosts 32nd annual Senior America pageant

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - On Sunday,
May 25, the 32nd Annual Ms.
Massachusetts Senior Amer-
ica Pageant was held.

The event took place at
Holyoke High School. Set
up outside the school’s au-
ditorium was a display of
the past women who have
competed in the pageant
and won the title of queen.
Ms. Massachusetts Senior
America of 2024 was Victo-
ria Wright, she was at the
pageant Sunday ready to
pass on her crown to the
next queen. This memora-
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ble presentation of all the
past queens truly showed
how important this pageant
is to the community as well
as the women who compete
each year. This pageant has
been going on for decades
and it’s clear each queen is
remembered for inspiration
and guidance. A raffle was
going with a cash prize, sell-
ing tickets for the raffle was
Mary Lee Manning and Da-
vid Jenney.

Manning was the runner
up for the 2024 pageant. She
said her experience compet-
ing in the Ms. Massachusetts
Senior America Pageant last
year and the community she

found within the pageant
world.

“It was a wonderful ex-
perience,” Manning said. “I
learned a lot. I met wonder-
ful people. We go and en-
tertain in some wonderful
places for seniors. Everyone
is great. We go to senior
centers, we go everywhere
to entertain, it’s great. I
hope more people will get
involved in it. I think they
should try a new experience
in their life, try something
different. If you have a talent,
or even if you don't think you
have a talent, they find a tal-
ent for you. I do country mu-
sic. I love to dress up in all

Phone: 413.283.8393 ¢ Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews ¢ Email: aan@turley.com

the outfits and go out there
and entertain. It’s so much
fun” When asked what she
hoped people would get out
of watching the pageant she
told us, “T hope they get en-
tertained and I also hope
that maybe some of them
would join the club.

David Jenney helped
Manning sell the raffle tick-
ets before the pageant be-
gan. Jenney said the pageant
is important and how it pos-
itively impacts women en-
tering “The Age of Elegance”
“There’s a variation of talent
that goes on. It's import-
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Therrien welcomed as
school committee’s
new student representative

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

AGAWAM - On May 27,
current Student Represen-
tative Christina Ritter intro-
duced and welcomed its new
student representative, Aid-
en Therrien. The committee
was also posed with consid-
eration of adding a second
student representative to
add a more diverse student
perspective to the school
committee.

While welcoming Ther-
rien to the stand, Ritter had a
few words for the committee
before her time ended as stu-
dent representative.

“I really appreciated the
opportunity to serve every-
one as the student represen-
tative. It's been a valuable
experience for myself, and
I am grateful to have repre-
sented the student body and
get to know all of you for the
past year. Now I would like
to introduce the new stu-
dent representative Aiden
Therrien. Aiden is involved
in the school and especially
when it comes to athletics.
He’s the founder and head of
‘Gwam Athletics Club which
runs a student led Instagram
account sharing game times
and amazing photography,
recapping scores, and high-
lighting a player of the week
to recognize amazing athlet-
ic achievements. Not only is
the organization providing
great experiences, but a lot of
families and students rely on

Instagram to stay up to date
with school sports and get to
know the athletes behind the
games. He also made a great
impact on Agawam Athletics
as the varsity member of the
soccer team since last year”

Therrien serves as a MIAA
student ambassador where
he works with students to
give input on athletic policies
and shape the future of high
school sports in Massachu-
setts. He is also a member of
the National Honors Society
and Spanish and History Na-
tional Honors Society.

Ritter added that Therrien
is working as a referee across
the state and in his free time,
he does photography involv-
ing school sports and other
events. Ritter ended by say-
ing, “I am confident he’s a
good fit for this role and rep-
resents the student body very
well?”

Therrien began by intro-
ducing himself and reiterat-
ing his involvement within
the school, while adding his
gratification towards the
staff that nominated him.

“The ‘Gwam Athletics club
is essentially aimed at provid-
ing a platform for athletes and
giving them, I feel, the rec-
ognition that they deserve;
Therrien said. “There was a
need in our school for that,
and I saw a need and I filled
it. I look forward to working
with all of you next year”

Ritter passed on to Ther-
rien the student representa-
tive sash to end his introduc-

tion.

ARRESTED? CHARGED?

Call Attorney Anthony C. Bonavita, Esquire
FOR JUSTICE

413-537-4168
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Gulluni shares recent narcotics mvestlgatlons

SPRINGFIELD - Hamp-
den District Attorney Antho-
ny D. Gulluni announced the
results of three major drug
trafficking investigations
that have dismantled signif-
icant narcotics distribution
networks operating in and
around Springfield.

“These operations reflect
the power of collaboration
between my office and our
local, state, and federal law
enforcement partners;” said
District Attorney Gulluni.
“Together, we've made a sig-
nificant impact on the avail-
ability of dangerous drugs in
our region and brought doz-
ens of traffickers to justice”

DA Gulluni was joined
by Massachusetts State Po-
lice Lieutenant Colonel
Marc Lavoie of the Division
of Homeland Security and
Preparedness;  Lieutenant
Colonel Daniel Tucker of
the Division of Investigative
Services; Springfield Police
Superintendent  Lawrence
Akers, among other repre-
sentatives.

The investigations were

led through DA Gulluni’s
office and the Hampden
County Narcotics Task Force
(HCNTF), the Strategic Ac-
tion & Focused Enforcement
Task Force (SAFE), and the
Massachusetts State Police’s
Commonwealth Interstate
Narcotics Reduction En-
forcement Team Western
Region (CINRET West). The
operations were supported
by Homeland Security Inves-
tigations (HSI) New York, the
Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration (DEA) New York and
Springfield, the Massachu-
setts State Police Gang Unit,
and the Springfield Police
Department Firearms Inves-
tigation Unit.

Operation One: Garcia
Market Drug Trafficking
Organization

Since October 2022, inves-
tigators with the DAs HCNTF
and SAFE units have been
investigating drug traffick-
ing activity centered around
Garcia Market (344 Orange
St.) and Angel’s Used Appli-
ances (167 White St.), which

served as fronts for an exten-
sive trafficking network. The
area has long been plagued
by gun violence, with over 80
firearm-related calls to po-
lice during the investigation
period.

On May 15, investigators
executed arrests and sei-
zures, resulting in:

« 12,138 grams of cocaine

« 530 grams of fentanyl

« 15 firearms

«+ 19individuals arrested

The defendants face a
range of charges including
drug trafficking, firearm pos-
session, child endangerment,
and stolen property offenses.

Operation Two: Spring-
field-Bronx Drug Pipeline

In the summer of 2024,
CINRET West began inves-
tigating Anthony Perez of
Springfield for heroin/fen-
tanyl distribution. Surveil-
lance revealed that Perez
was supplied by a large-scale
drug trafficking organization
operating in both Hampden
County and the Bronx.

In collaboration with HSI

The three operations represent a collaboration between the District Attorney’s office, state, local, and
federal law enforcement organizations, to get dangerous drugs and weapons off the street.

Hampden District Attorney Anthony D. Gulluni addresses the media at the Hampden District Attorney’s
Office’s May 27 press conference sharing details of three major operations that disrupted dangerous
supply lines of drugs in our region. To his left are Springfield Police Department Deputy Chief Steven
Kent and Springfield Police Superintendent Lawrence Akers. To his right are Massachusetts State
Police members Lt. Colonel Marc Lavoie, Lt. Colonel Daniel Tucker, and Detective Lt. Liam Jones.

and DEA agents in New York
and Massachusetts, investi-
gators conducted a months-
long investigation, leading
to:

« 2,061 grams of heroin/

fentanyl

« 3,060 grams of cocaine

« 29 firearms

« 30 individuals arrested

The defendants face traf-
ficking, firearm, and conspir-
acy charges. The most recent
arrests occurred on May 14.

Operation Three: Luna
Drug Trafficking
Organization

In a recent investigation,
the Massachusetts State Po-
lice Gang Unit and Spring-
field Police Department un-
covered a cocaine trafficking
network run by Ruben Luna
and associates.

Search warrants executed
on May 22 at three Spring-

field locations uncovered:
« Approximately 20 kilo
grams of cocaine
« 437 grams of cocaine
« 570 grams of cocaine
« 78 grams of heroin
« Additional narcotics
and pills
« Three individuals
arrested
The defendants are facing
trafficking and conspiracy
offenses.
All defendants are pre-
sumed innocent of all allega-
tions until proven guilty.

Use of Advanced
Detection Technology
Gulluni also highlighted
the role of new technology,
including the MX908 Drug
Analyzer and the TruNarc
Analyzer, provided through
a partnership with the Mas-
sachusetts National Guard.
These devices enabled inves-

tigators to detect substanc-
es such as fentanyl, cocaine
HCL, xylazine, eutylone, tra-
madol, and several cutting
agents, enhancing field-level
narcotics identification.

“These three operations
have disrupted dangerous
supply lines and removed
dozens of high-level traffick-
ers from our streets;” said
DA Gulluni. “Our priority re-
mains saving lives, prevent-
ing overdoses, and holding
accountable those who profit
from addiction and violence.”

As the region heads into
the summer months - when
drug trafficking and violence
historically rise - Gulluni em-
phasized that these proac-
tive operations send a strong
message and are intended
to protect public safety in
Springfield, Hampden Coun-
ty, and beyond.

Authors Madison, Jewell to
give talks on recent books

AGAWAM - On Mon-
day, June 9, there will be a
lecture by author Robert
Madison on his biography
of Lt. Richard Falley, Jr. It
will be held in the Judy Cli-
ni Community Room from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Madison’s lecture is
about the untold service of
Lt. Richard Falley and the
military career of a West-
ern Massachusetts Patriot
in time to celebrate our
country’s 250th Anniver-
sary.

On July 2, 1775, Gener-
al George Washington ar-
rived in the Boston area to
take command of the new-
ly established Continental
Army.

Falley supplied flintlock
muskets from his secret
armory at Mt. Tekoa in the
foothills of the Berkshires.
The lecture includes Fall-
ey’s involvement as a pris-
oner and private in the
1756 French and Indian

LOWER PRICES
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INFLATION

PORK LOIN CHOPS ..

war followed by his 1775
service after the Lexing-
ton and Concord conflict,
included are accounts
of Colonel Knox’s Artil-
lery Train and a comment
made in a Westfield tavern,
Falley’s involvement in the
1776 Battle of Bunker Hill,
General Burgoyne’s 1777
surrender at Saratoga, NY,
a history of Shays’ Rebel-
lion, and ends with Falley’s
Springfield Armory con-
tract for 1,000 muskets in
1798.

Register today to learn
about this forgotten piece
of New England Revolu-
tionary War history and
celebrate our nation’s
250th anniversary of inde-
pendence.

On Tuesday, June 10 at 2
p-m., there will be a virtu-
al session with author Lisa
Jewell.

You're invited to an
exclusive preview event
with New York Times best-
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selling author Lisa Jewell
as she introduces read-
ers to her forthcoming ti-
tle Don’t Let Him In (Out
June 24, 2025!). Along with
an introduction to her
newest bone-chilling, psy-
chological thriller, Jewell
will chat about her life as
a writer and her critical-
ly-acclaimed body of work.

In Don’t Let Him In,
three women are connect-
ed by one man in this kalei-
doscopic thriller.

Nick Radcliffeis aman of
substance and good taste.
He has a smile that could
melt the coldest heart and
a knack for putting others
at ease. He’s just what Nina
Swann needed in her life
after her husband’s unex-
pected death. But to Nina’s
adult daughter, Ash, Nick
seems too slick, too pol-
ished, too good to be true.
Without telling her moth-
er, Ash begins digging into
Nick’s past.

Arts League Exhibition on display in June

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST
CUTLETS CUBED........oon P B2

HOLYOKE - During the
month of June, Wistariahurst
Museum at 238 Cabot St. in
Holyoke will host an exhibi-
tion of artwork by members
of the Holyoke Arts League
(HAL). The museum and gar-
dens are the historic home
of the Skinner Family that
owned and operated the
Skinner Silk Mill, the world’s
premier silk fabric produc-
tion facility in the city’s Canal
District.

We hope you will attend
our opening reception and
meet the artists who live in
Western Massachusetts and

Northern Connecticut on
Monday, June 2, from 5-7 p.m.
This event is free and open to
the public. Throughout the
month of June, the exhibition
may be viewed free of charge
during the museums open
hours, Mondays from 10 a.m
to 2 p.m., and Tuesdays from
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

This juried show will in-
clude entries in oil and pastel,
watercolor, acrylic, tempera,
gouache and other non-oil
wet media, graphite, char-
coal, printmaking and other
graphic media, sculpture and
ceramics. Submissions are

accepted through May 24.

Light refreshments will be
served. The Arts League was
founded in 1923 and is now
celebrating its 102nd year in
Holyoke. The League holds
artist demonstrations and
weekly adult figure drawing
sessions. For more informa-
tion about HAL, visit https://
www.holyoke-arts-league.
org online. You may also ad-
dress inquiries to holyoke-
artsleague@gmail.com For
more information about Wis-
tariahurst, call (413) 322-5660
or online at info@wistaria-
hurst.org.

Polish food sale to be held on June 14

LUDLOW - A Polish
Food Sale will be held on
Saturday, June 14 from 9
am. to 1 p.m. at Immac-
ulate Conception Church

Hall, 25 Parker St. Indian
Orchard, MA. There will be
Golabki (3) $12, Kapusta
(Large) $10, Pierogi (12),
Pierogi Available, Cabbage,

Potato and cheese $14,
Sweet Cheese, Blueberries
$15

Everyone is welcome to
come and purchase.

Sacred Heart

AGAWAM - Sacred
Heart Parish in Feeding
Hills will be hosting a spe-
cial Mass in honor of St. An-

holding St. Anthony Mass

thony of Padua on Friday,
June 13 at 9 a.m. It will in-
clude the blessing and dis-
tribution of the St. Anthony

bread and veneration of the
relic.

All are welcome to at-
tend.
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FRIED CHICKEN CUT UP........ > 24
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COOKED SHRIMP 51/60 CT ..... 5499
£ 90 Meat Outlet®

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

BUY DIRECT FOR = SAVINGS + SELECTION « SERVICE

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Go Ductless!

Let us design a system
that works for your
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution
for your home
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

STATE LINE
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Senior Center announces more activities for June

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Senior Center will be hold-
ing the following activities
and events in the coming
weeks:

AT&T Cyber Aware Online
Safety Training For
Seniors
Friday, June 6 at 12:45 p.m. in
the Dining Room

AT&T tech experts will
host a fun, interactive and
informative training session
about how older adults can
stay safe in a digital world
while taking full advantage
of the latest connected tech-
nology and devices. They
will discuss several topics,
including: phone/online
scams, fraud and robocalls;
ways to protect yourself and
your data; how to be a savvy
wireless consumer; howbest
to utilize apps, social media
and more. Presenters will
also discuss ways attendees
can engage in national and
local efforts and govern-
ment programs that help
to bridge the digital divide.
This free event includes a
short presentation and Q&A
session, followed by AT&T
tech experts helping indi-
viduals one-on-one with any
technical questions, device

issues or troubleshooting.
This is not a sales event -
the information provided is
universally applicable and
AT&T employees will do
their best to assist and an-
swer questions from all par-
ticipants regardless of their
provider. https://about.att.
com/pages/cyberaware.
Register with Kristina

Powerback Rehabilita-

tion To You Balance Clinic
Wednesday, June 11 at 1
p-m. in the Garden Room

Are you at a higher risk
for falls compared to your
neighbors? Come find out
at our balance clinic. We
will walk you through some
exercises to help determine
where you stand compared
to others’ your age. If you are
at a higher risk for falls you
may benefit from some ther-
apy. Powerback Rehabilita-
tion to You brings Physical
and Occupational Therapy
to your doorstep. Let us help
you get back to doing what
you love without the hassle
of driving to a rehab clinic
or working around some-
one else’s schedule. Register
with Kristina

Around Agawam and
Feeding Hills - Author
Presentation and Book
Signing
Wednesday; June 11 at 2 p.m.
in the Dining Room

Join us as local historian
David Cecchi talks about
the fascinating history of
his hometown, with photo-
graphs and artifacts from
the Agawam Historical As-
sociation archives and his
own extensive collection.

Around Agawam and
Feeding Hills is Cecchi’s
fifth title in Arcadia Publish-
ing’s Images of America se-
ries, following Agawam and
Feeding Hills (2000); Aga-
wam and Feeding Hills Re-
visited (2005); Riverside
Park (2012); and The Big E,
Eastern States Exposition
(2016).

Copies of all books will
be available for sale and
signing by the author. Pro-
ceeds from the sales of the
three Agawam and Feeding
Hills books benefit the Aga-
wam Historical Association.
David Cecchi is a lifelong
resident of Agawam. He is
honored to follow in the
footsteps of previous town
historians Edith LaFrancis
and Marilyn Curry.

Hampden County
Sheriff Triad Division
Educational Seminar
Thursday, June 12 at 1 p.m. in
the Seminar Hall

The Hampden County
Sheriff’s Office Triad Divi-
sion is one way we are work-
ing proactively to help our
senior neighbors stay safe
and stay educated. Join us
to learn about the free and
tangible programs we offer
to our community.

Senior Center
Brainstorming
Session
Tuesday, June 17 at 5:30 p.m.
in the Dining Hall

Senior  Center  Staff,
Friends of the Agawam Se-
nior Center, Agawam Coun-
cil On Aging, and Agawam
Media are pulling together
resources to better serve
Senior Center members
with future programs and
events. Please join us for
this important session as
your input is vital in help-
ing us understand the wants
and needs of our members.
The Brainstorming Session
will be held on June 17 at
5:30 p.m. in the Dining Hall.
Each of the four previously
mentioned groups will give

a brief introduction of their
involvement, purpose, and
commitment, to the Senior
Center followed by Q&A and
an exchange of ideas with
those in attendance. Please
plan to attend and help us to
truly put our best foot for-
ward to make this a Senior
Center worthy of your con-
tinued membership.

Coffee and Chats with
Mayor Johnson
Wednesday, June 18 at 10 in
Friends Coffee Shop

Join Mayor Johnson in the
Friends Coffee Shop at 10
a.m. for all the latest and up
to date information regard-
ing the beautiful Town of
Agawam and Feeding Hills.

Coffee Talk
With Veterans -
Coffee Shop
Wednesday, June 18 at 1 p.m.
in the Friends Coffee Shop
Are you a Veteran? We
here at the Agawam Senior
Center would like to offer
you a space to have a coffee
or tea on us. Come alone or
bring a buddy. We would
love to get to know you.

The Dementia Experience

Monday, June 23 from 11

a.m. to 3 p.m. in Seminar

Hall

The Dementia Experi-
ence is a powerful, 30-min-
ute interactive training us-
ing sensory modification.
Participants will engage in
typical daily activities while
encountering what it feels
like to live with dementia.
Stephanie Schellenger MHS,
CDP the Memory Care Pro-
gram Director from Heritage
Woods will be here at the
Senior Center to conduct
this educational experience.
Please call Kristina to regis-
ter for a time slot.

Forastiere Pre-Planning
Presentation Lunch
and Learn
Wednesday, June 25 from 12
to 1:30 p.m. in the
Veterans Hall

Join Forastiere Funer-
al Home for a lunch and
learn. We will have a pizza
lunch and dessert as you
dive further into the bene-
fit of pre-planning services
for your future and peace of
mind. Please call Kristina at
413-726-2836 by Friday, June
20, 2025 to register for this
event.

Eversource

SPRINGFIELD - With
work to prepare the elec-
tric system to support
Eversource’s transition to
smart meters nearly com-
plete in Western Massachu-
setts, the energy company
is alerting customers that
crews will begin upgrad-
ing meters in the next few
months.

Eversource will begin in-
stalling the first smart me-
ters at customers’ homes
and businesses in late July
and continue through the
following months. At the
same time, the energy com-
pany will expand to Eastern
Massachusetts its work in-
stalling network devices—
technology that will extend
the range of Eversource’s
meter network and help
the smart meters safely and
securely communicate im-
portant information back
to the energy company.

Eversource will send
customers in Western Mas-
sachusetts a series of notifi-
cation letters approximate-
ly 90, 60, and 30 days in
advance of work to install
smart meters starts in their
community. The energy
company is also reaching
out directly to customers
in Eastern Massachusetts

to install smart meters

with information about
what to expect as work
to support the transition
to smart meters begins in
their neighborhood.

“Now more than ever,
were focused on empow-
ering our customers with
greater control over their
energy use, and smart me-
ters are key to those efforts,”
said Eversource Senior Vice
President of Customer Op-
erations, Digital Strategy
and Chief Customer Officer
Jared Lawrence. “Upgrad-
ing to smart meters is like
replacing an old flip phone
with a smart phone. This
modern, smart tech will en-
able our customers to mon-
itor their energy use in near
real time—including how
they use power, how much
they use and peak times of
use during the day—so that
they can make informed
decisions about the most
effective ways to reduce
their energy consumption
and bill.

The information smart
meters provide will also
significantly improve ser-
vice for our customers by
enabling our team to pro-
actively address power
outages before they occur
and to deliver enhanced,

real-time outage alerts.”

In addition to helping
customers better manage
their energy use and speed-
ing power restoration out-
side storms, smart meters
will enable Eversource to
start or end a customer’s
service remotely when
they move in or out of their
home, eliminating the need
to schedule a crew to come
out. Customers will also
be able to sign up to re-
ceive high usage alerts if
the amount of energy they
use exceeds a set thresh-
old based on their histori-
cal energy usage and other
helpful notifications.

The transition to smart
meters for all Eversource’s
Massachusetts electric cus-
tomers is expected to take
approximately three years
to complete.

Eversource will send a
letter to customers whose
meters are being upgrad-
ed to the latest technolo-
gy in the next few months,
and all customers will be
notified several times in
advance of work to install
their new smart meter.

Learn more about Ever-
source’s transition to the
modern power grid of the
future.

Celebrate Juneteenth at Wistariahurst

oo W

—CELEBRATE FREEDOM: ———

JJUNIE

TEENTH

HOLYOKE - On June 19,
join Wistariahurst Museum
and Genuine Culture in the
gardens as we host our an-
nual Juneteenth event, Cele-
brate Juneteenth!

This event commemo-
rates freedom and the coun-
try’s second Independence
Day through community
and celebration. Wistaria-
hurst and Genuine Culture
are excited to collaborate
once again to bring back this
celebration for the third year.
Enjoy activities throughout
Wistariahurst's  grounds.
Play games in the gardens,
get creative with hands-on
art projects, and get your
face painted. There's some-
thing for everyone, with ac-
tivities for people of all ages
to participate in.

This event will feature
performances includinglive-

HCC to host July 4th fireworks

HOLYOKE — The City
of Holyoke will be hosting
the annual Fourth of July
fireworks on Friday, June
27 (with a rain-date of June
29). The event will take place
on the grounds of Holyoke
Community College, at 303
Homestead Avenue.

Vendors interested in tak-
ing part in the event should
contact the Parks and Rec-
reation Department before
June 13, for a permit applica-
tion at 413-322-5620.

We encourage everyone to
come early to enjoy the mu-

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

sic and food from a variety of
vendors as well as many chil-
dren’s activities.

The event begins at 6 p.m.,
with the fireworks display
scheduled to start at dusk.

Many of the streets
around the college will close
early, please plan for alter-
nate routes. We are current-
ly searching for volunteers,
please call the Mayor’s Office
at 413-561-1600.

If you are planning to
bring your dog to the fire-
works, the dog must be al-
ways kept on a leash.

Grange holding Strawberry
Shortcake luncheon

AGAWAM - Celebrat-
ing 100 years, Communi-
ty Grange #382 of Feeding
Hills will hold a Strawber-
ry Shortcake Luncheon
“to-go” on Saturday, June
21. The Grange Hall is
located at 47 North West
Street in Feeding Hills.
Pick-up hours will be 11
a.m. until 1 p.m.

The menu will con-
sist of a freshly made
sandwich of your choice

Strawberries

~ OUR OWN ~
Rhubarb ¢ Asparagus

Vegetable Plants,
Annuals, Perennials
Herbs, Geraniums
Tomato Plants & Roses

Southwick, MA < (413) 569-6417
(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

Hanging Baskets & Mixed Containers
~ We Accept SNAP and HIP Benefits ~

257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rt. 57)

served with macaroni sal-
ad and baked beans.
Dessert will be a
strawberry shortcake and
a beverage will also be in-
cluded.
Donation is $12.00.
Please pre-order your
meal(s) by calling (413)
789-2061. The last day for
orders is June 18.
Proceeds will benefit
2025 community projects
and building fund.

ly music from the Young@
Heart choir, who “prove you
can grow old without grow-
ing boring” The Bethlehem
Baptists will also share song
and spoken word perfor-
mances. DJ Pzo Pete will
provide tunes throughout
the event that will get you
dancing! When you finally
work up an appetite after
all of this fun and games,
we will have local food ven-
dors to satisfy your cravings.
White Lion Brewing Co. will
be serving up beverages ga-
lore with 10 drinks on tap.
Souper Sweet will be serving
up sandwiches and soups to
guests as well.

Treat yourself by shop-
ping for an array of prod-
ucts from crystals to jewel-
ry. Black owned businesses,
makers, and artists will be
selling a variety of locally

made items. Local organi-
zations will also have tables
at the event, giving you the
opportunity to learn about
their initiatives, and what
work theyre doing in the
community.

Juneteenth serves as a
poignant reminder of the re-
markable resilience of Black
lives, symbolizing the chal-
lenges and victories of for-
merly enslaved individuals
striving for unity, education,
and political engagement
during the Reconstruction
period.

So mark your calendars
and bring your friends and
family to Wistariahurst Mu-
seum on June 19th, 2025
12:00-3:00pm! It’s going to be
a day filled with joy, laughter
and a whole lot of celebra-
tion. Let’s make memories,
honor history, and uplift the
voices of the Black commu-
nity in Holyoke. Best of all,
admission to this celebra-
tion is completely free and
open to the public! We can't
wait to see you there.

Wistariahurst Museum
has received a grant from
the Mass Cultural Council,
a state agency, through its
Festivals & Projects grant
program to support this
event.

1t ¢ Celebration Tame!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor
Event Rental Needs

AN
INT

Tent and Table Rentals

197 Main Street

Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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Opinion

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

e

By Russell Gloor

I'm a retired veteran; why must
[ pay for Medicare?

Dear Rusty:

I'm a retired Navy veteran,
who is going to be turning 65
years old this year.

My question is concerning
mandatory Medicare sign-up
requirements. Why do I have to
sign up for Medicare coverage
at 65 when I can't start collect-
ing full Social Security benefits
until I turn 67? My Social Secu-
rity benefits will not pay for my
mandatory Medicare because I
can't start collecting full Social
Security benefits until I'm 67.

I currently pay for Tricare
and utilize my local Veterans
Administration medical facili-
ties and referrals for my health-
care. With me turning 65 and
having to wait until I'm 67 for
my full Social Security bene-
fits, it just seems unfair that I'll
have to pay out of pocket Medi-
care monthly expenses for two
years. Is there any way to avoid
this unfair penalty?

Signed: Retired
Navy Vet

Dear Retired Navy Vet:

First, I want to thank you
for your military service to our
country. Please know that here
at the AMAC Foundation we
care a lot about our veterans
and you may find the “For Vet-
erans” section of our Founda-
tion website interesting — visit
www.amacfoundation.org.

Regarding your question,
you should be aware that
enrolling in Medicare is not
mandatory, but there are con-
sequences if you do not enroll
when you become eligible, nor-
mally at age 65). For one thing,
if you are a retired veteran on
military TriCare, you will lose
your TriCare benefits if you
don't enroll in Medicare when
you are eligible.

TriCare requires that you
enroll in Medicare when eligi-
ble. And, since you are not yet
collecting Social Security, you
will be required to separately
pay the Medicare Part B premi-
um directly to Medicare; they
will bill you when you enroll
in Medicare. Another potential
consequence is that if you do
not enroll in Medicare Part B
when you are first eligible, you
may incur alifetime late enroll-
ment penalty for enrolling in
Part B later.

Something else to keep
in mind is that there are two
“parts” to Medicare - Part A,
which is coverage for inpa-
tient hospitalization services
and Part B, which is coverage
for outpatient healthcare ser-
vices — doctors, medical tests,
etc. Medicare Part A is free to
you, but there is a premium for
Medicare Part B ($185/month
for 2025).

Note that you will need to
pay a Part B premium as long
as you are enrolled in Medi-
care Part B (it doesn't go away
after you are collecting Social
Security, but it is taken from
your Social Security payment).
And there is no way for you
to avoid the Part B premium
after enrolling and enrolling

in Part B is necessary for you
to continue your military Tri-
Care-for-life benefits. Note that
Medicare Part A and Part B do
not include prescription drug
coverage, but your TriCare cov-
erage usually does.

It's important to note that
Medicare and Social Security
are two independent senior
programs with different eligi-
bility rules. As you may know;,
you can collect early (reduced)
Social Security at age 65 (and
have your Medicare Part B pre-
mium deducted from your SS
payment). But you would be
collecting Social Security early
and, in addition to a reduced
benefit, you would also be sub-
ject to Social Security’s annual
earnings test if you are still
working. The SS earnings test
limits how much you can earn
before some of your SS benefits
are taken away if you exceed
the earning limit prior to your
full retirement age.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does
not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the
Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association To
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or email
us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC.

So, is it unfair that you
must pay for Medicare Part B
before you are collecting So-
cial Security? Well, I think not,
because the two programs
are completely independent
benefits (the Social Security
Administration merely admin-
isters Medicare payments as a
convenience). Remember your
Medicare Part A is free, but you
must pay a premium for Part
B, and you must take both to
retain your military TriCare-
for-Life benefits. You can visit
this site to see how to pay your
Medicare premiums until it is
later deducted from your So-
cial Security payment: www.
medicare.gov/basics/costs/
pay-premiums/online-bill-pay.

Once again, thank you for
your service to our country.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not af-
filiated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any
other governmental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for information pur-
poses and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpretations
of the Association Mature Citizens
Foundations staff, trained and
accredited by the National Social
Security Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory
or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
Jfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for AMAC.

Pothole cheerleaders...
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The peony takes the stage in June

s I look out my
living room
window,

I can see the
chubby round
buds of one

of my favorite
June-bloomers,
the peony. No
doubt, the plant
will be in full flow-
er just in time for
my birthday, as it has for a
number of decades.

Read on to learn all you
need to know, straight from
the archives!

Who doesn’t love the pe-
ony? Its frilly flowers, fine
fragrance and fit form make
it a favorite in the June pe-
rennial border.

And although it only
blooms for a short while, the
plant itself is reliably hardy
and notably long lived in our
climate. In fact, the peony
that grows in my garden is
one my great grandmother

%
onds
' \w addition of a

by
Roberta TeQuata

grew in the 1930s!

Here are a few tips to
keep your peonies thriving
for the next seventy years.

Planting

Peonies are best plant-
ed in the fall, September or
October in our area. This
timing will give the plants
an opportunity to develop a
healthy stand of feeder roots
before the ground freezes.

Choose a location that
receives six or more hours
of sun a day. Don't skimp on
the size of the planting hole;

one that measures a foot
and a half deep by two
and a half feet wide will

sustain the plant

for many years.

If your soil
is average, the

balanced  fer-
tilizer may be all that
is necessary at plant-
ing. Soils that are lean

should be improved pri-
or to planting by amending
the hole with roughly equal
parts good soil and aged
compost or manure.

Peonies prefer a pH of
6.0-7.0, a wide enough range
to accommodate most
home garden situations. If
your soil is more acidic than
that, bring up your pH by
adding lime.

Mail order plants usu-
ally arrive bareroot. These
can be soaked in a bucket of
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By Ellenor Downer

Brimfield resident
reported a yellow
bellied sapsucker

pair in his yard.

He said in an email, “I
began seeing a male yel-
low-bellied sapsucker at a
dogwood tree in front of the
house. The bird was there
every day last week. On Sat-
urday, I saw a female on the
same tree. I'll try to find a
nest, I did find a sapsucker
nest in the Brimfield State
Forest a few years ago.” He
also has a mountain ash in
his yard with lots of sap-
sucker holes.

Yellow-bellied sapsuck-
ers lap up the leaking sap
and any trapped insects
with its specialized, brush-
tipped tongue from holes
they makes in a variety of
trees especially birch and
maples

Like many of the wood-
pecker family, it has barred

2~ @

Yellow bellied sapsucker

black and white feathers
with a red cap. The male
also has a red throat. They
sit still on tree trunks for
long intervals while feeding.
To find one, listen for their
loud mewing calls or stut-
tered drumming.

Sapsuckers inhabit
young deciduous forests.
To find a sapsucker’s terri-
tory, people should keep an
eye out for their distinctive,
neatly organized rows of sap
wells. They cling motion-
less to trees while calling,
birders should look closely
at the trees around the for
their sharply contrasting
black-and-white face stripes
and the bright-red patches
on their heads.

The Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker makes two kinds
of holes in trees to harvest
sap. Round holes extend
deep in the tree and are not
enlarged. The sapsucker in-

serts its bill into the hole
to probe for sap. Rectangu-
lar holes are shallower and
must be maintained con-
tinually for the sap to flow.
The sapsucker licks the sap
from these holes, and eats
the cambium of the tree toe-
New holes usually are made
in a line with old holes, or in
anew line above the old.
The sap wells made by
yellow-bellied sapsuck-
ers attract hummingbirds,
which also feed off the sap
flowing from the tree. Oth-
er birds as well as bats and
porcupines also visit sap-
sucker sap wells. Although
a few individuals remain
throughout much of the
winter in the southern part
of the breeding range, most
head farther south, going
as far south as Panama. Fe-
males tend to migrate far-
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Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be print-
ed. No letters written by candidates supporting
their own candidacy will be printed. If the volume
of letters received is larger than the space available
in the newspaper, or if the letters become repeti-
tive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a
representative sample. No endorsement letters
will be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for that

fundraisers.

plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the
Agawam Advertiser News.

WEB
www.agawamadvertiser
news.turley.com

!’j @ Agawam Advertiser
News

The Agawam Advertiser News
is published by
Turley Publications, Inc. ® www.turley.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author
verification purposes. We
do not publish anonymous
letters.

All letters are subject to ed-
iting for content and length.
The deadline is Monday at
noon. Please send letters to
Agawam Advertiser News,
care of Turley Publications
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer,
MA 01069, or e-mail aan@
turley.com.

9
Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

AGAWAM

ADVERTISER NEWS

=" | EDmOR/SPORTS
_ Greg Scibellli
aan@turley.com

sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING
SALES
Wendy Delcamp
waelcamp@turley.com

The Agawam Advertiser News (USPS
001-170) is published every Thursday
by Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone
(413) 283-8393, Fax (413) 289-1977.
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069.

Ei

@AgawamAdvertiserNews

WEB
www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

PATRICK H. TURLEY
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.




June 5,2025 |

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 1

Page 5

Schools & Youth

Local residents graduate from Worcester Polytechnic Institute

WORCESTER - Worcester
Polytechnic Institute (WPI)
celebrated its 2025 Com-
mencement with a series of
ceremonies honoring the
achievements of graduates
across all degree levels. For
the second year, commence-
ment exercises were held at
the DCU Center, where WPI
conferred 1,298 bachelor’s
degrees representing a di-
verse range of disciplines in
science, engineering, tech-
nology, business, and the
humanities. President Grace
J. Wang, PhD, and Board
of Trustees Chair William

Fitzgerald presided over the
156th Commencement exer-
cises on Friday, May 16.
Wang told members of the
Class of 2025 they are enter-
ing a changing world filled
with competing visions for
how to solve challenges and
advance society. But, she
said, along with knowledge
and technical competence in
their chosen fields of study,
WPI graduates have been
equipped with the ability to
think critically, to be resil-
ient, to work in teams, and to
do it all with a sense of ethics
and global responsibility.

“Outside these walls today
is a world that needs you,
Wang said. “Not just because
of what you have learned to
do in your chosen field, but
because of who you are, and
also because of the leader-
ship qualities you built at
WPI”

Delivering the under-
graduate Commencement
address, Michelle Gass ‘90,
president and chief execu-
tive officer of Levi Strauss &
Co., reflected on her journey
from student to global busi-
ness leader to inspire the
Class of 2025. Gass said she’s

often asked how a chemical
engineering graduate from
WPI became CEO of one of
the most iconic apparel com-
panies in the world. The an-
swer, she told the graduates,
lies in a handful of guiding
principles she started refin-
ing in her years on the WPI
campus.

“I've realized that to the
extent I've been successful
and able to engineer the kind
of life I wanted for myself and
my family, it’s largely because
I learned how to approach
problems and moments in-
tentionally and productively,

while keeping real people in
mind at all times,” Gass said.

Gass and Mark Fuller,
chair and treasurer of the
George F. and Sybil H. Full-
er Foundation, a significant
supporter of WPI, received
honorary degrees as part of
the ceremony.

Student speaker Dhes-
pina Zhidro, a biomedical
engineering and mechani-
cal engineering double ma-
jor, reminded fellow gradu-
ates about the community
they formed for themselves,
shaped by a collective expe-
rience that included strug-

gle, doubt, and, ultimately,
achievement.

“WPI has given us more
than an education,” Zhidro
said. “It has given us a blue-
print for how to live, how
to lead, create meaning-
ful change, and leave every
place we enter better than we
found it”

The following graduates
earned BS degrees:

« Christian Rua from Feed-
ing Hills, Massachusetts, ma-
jored in Computer Science

« Margaret Johnston from
Feeding Hills, Massachusetts,
majored in Civil Engineering

Croteau Named to Dean’s List at Lebanon Valley College

ANNVILLE, PA - Camer-
on Croteau of Feeding Hills,
Mass., is one of more than
800 Lebanon Valley College
students named to the Dean’s

List for the spring 2025 se-
mester. Dean’s list students
must maintain a GPA of at
least 3.4 out of 4.0.

Croteau is pursuing a

bachelor of science in exer-
cise science at The Valley and
is a graduate of Tec Connec-
tions Academy.

Assumption students named to Spring 2025 Dean’s List

WORCESTER - As-
sumption University has
announced those who have
been named to the Universi-
ty’s Dean’s List for the spring
2025 semester. Students
named to the Dean’s List

must achieve a grade point
average of 3.5 for a five-class,
15-credit semester to be in-
cluded on this prestigious
list, which is announced at
the completion of the fall and
spring semesters.

« Kailey Butler of Agawam

« Taryn Crowley of Aga-
wam

+ Milana Kogan of Feeding
Hills

+ Emily Padilla of Feeding
Hills

Emmanuel student named to All Conference Team

BOSTON -  Delaney
Brown, of Agawam was re-
cently named to the Great

Northeast Athletic Confer-
ence (GNAC) All-Conference
Team, in recognition of out-

standing play as a member of
the Emmanuel College wom-
en’s lacrosse team.

HCC celebrates students for 2024-2025 achievements

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College is proud
to celebrate the students who
earned honors and awards
for their outstanding achieve-
ments during the 2024-2025
academic year.

Awardees were honored

Wednesday, May 21, during a
ceremony in the Leslie Phil-
lips Theater.

Below is a list of HCC hon-
orees and award recipients
for the 2024-2025 academic
year. Some students received
multiple awards.

A full list of students along
with their specific honors and
awards can be found at hcc.
edu/awards-2025

Agawam awardees are:

Jacquelyn Bazelow, Miguel
Dailey, Eric Jorgensen, Elise
Nooney.
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ther south than do males.

Other birds

The Brimfield resident
reports the return of the
rose-breasted grosbeak, cat-
bird and great crested fly-
catcher. His wife saw two great
crested flycatcher near the
nest box a pair used last year.

Eagle nests

The Brimfield resident
also reported a tree with a
bald eagle nest at the Steb-
bins Wildlife Refuge in Long-
meadow fell down and the
fire department rescued
two chicks. They have been

placed in the care of a lo-
cal raptor rehabilitator. The
chicks look to be fully grown,
but unable to fly. He will care
for the birds until they are
old enough to release.

In Ludlow there is another
eagle nest and there are two
chicks in that nest also but
they are still very young, their
heads are just visible above
the rim of the nest.

Solitary sandpiper

The Brimfield resident re-
ported seeing a solitary sand-
piper at one of the ponds in
Warren. He said he has seen
spotted sandpipers there, but
this was the first time he saw
a solitary sandpiper at that
location.

Black bear

Saturday, May 24 I saw a
black bear walking down the
side of my road about 4:30
p-m. I slowly followed him
in my car. He left the road
and went up a steep path
leading into some woods. At
the top of the hill, he turned
and looked oward the road.
He had a healthy, dark black
coat of fur.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyardS88@aol.com  or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.
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water overnight to rehydrate
prior to planting.

When it comes time to
plant, remember this: eyes
point up, roots point down!
Eyes should end up no more
than two inches below the
soil surface; any deeper than
that and flowers may be sac-
rificed. Get your plants off to
a good start by watering oc-
casionally until the ground
freezes. Once it does, a light
mulch can be applied over
the peonies to prevent them
from being heaved out of the
ground during periods of
freeze and thaw.

Fertilizing and Watering

Peonies fertilized at plant-
ing time require no addition-
al food until the following
fall. Bear in mind that too
much nitrogen will encour-
age lots of leaves but few
roots and flowers. For that
reason choose a fertilizer
that is lower in nitrogen than
the other nutrients.

After the third season fer-
tilize after blooming, as well
as in the fall. An established
peony is drought resistant,
but if spring rains are scarce,
a weekly watering will pro-
mote good flowers.

Staking

Heavy peony flowers,
especially the old-fash-
ioned types will no doubt
bow down to the ground
in the wind and rain un-
less staked. I usually pick
some for the vase in the
bud stage in an attempt to
avoid this task, but never-
theless it makes the plant
nice and tidy and should
be accomplished. Middle
weight bamboo stakes in-
serted into the ground on
the outer edge of the plant
cut to three-quarters its
height, work well. Run two
rows of twine or jute at one
third and two thirds up the
bamboo, respectively. Sim-
ply start by tying a knot on
one stake, wrapping around
the next and tightening as
you go.

If green bamboo and jute
are used the staking will
hardly be visible, especially
if you don’t tighten so much
that it looks unnatural. I
have been using a three
rung, large tomato cage
with success for the last
several years. The key is to
get the cage in place early!

Diseases

One year my peony buds
wilted and dried up just pri-

or to bloom. The culprit was
botrytis.

Good hygiene can reduce
the risk of this fungus in-
vading your garden. Each
fall simply cut the stems of
herbaceous peonies down
to the ground. Haul them
off to the trash, don’t com-
post.

If watering is necessary,
do so early in the morning
and water at the plant’s
base rather than overhead
to keep foliage dry. Any
stems that show signs of
wilting should be cut away
and thrown in the trash as
well. Disinfect clippers in
between cuts.

By next weekend, I am
sure there will be peonies in
a vase, perfuming the entire
room, just like they have for
a number of decades each
June...

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held
the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette@turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam Fire Department,
in cooperation with The
American Red Cross, is
conducting a home fire
preparedness and safety
campaign. Those who sign
up and participate in the
program will be visited by
Agawam Firefighters who
will install new smoke de-
tectors and Carbon Monox-
ide detectors in the home
free of charge. To be eligi-
ble, participants must meet

OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

the following criteria:

« Must own your home.

« Existing smoke detec-
tors must be battery oper-
ated. Hardwired detectors
not eligible.

« Current smoke alarms
more than 10 years old or
not present.

To participate, interest-
ed parties should sign up by
going to https://agawam.
ma.us/smokedetectorsig-
nup or calling 413-726-
2885.

newspaper
correspondent

Agawam Advertiser News seeks Experienced
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

meet strict deadlines
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www.turley.com

e Must be dependable, professional and able to

e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Fire Department hosts safety campaign

The goal of the program
is to increase fire safety
awareness and improve
fire detection capabilities.
“Early detection is critical
in a fire emergency, giving
people the time they need
to escape safely. Smoke de-
tectors are proven lifesav-
ers. Through this program,
we hope to strengthen the
safety of our community
and help prevent future
tragedies,” said Agawam
Fire Chief Alan Sirois.

Editor, Greg Scibelli
24 Water St.

Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
gscibelli@turley.com
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Marsh plant

6. Southern constellation
(“The Peacock”)

10. Fogginess

14. Home to Fools’ Day

15. Absence of the sense

22. Japanese honorific

23. Actor Malek

24. One point south of
southeast

26. lllegal acts

29. As fast as can be
done

31. Prevents harm to
young

32. Exclamation of
satisfaction

34. African nation

35. Slow-moving animal

37. Oh, goodness!

38. Ateam’s best pitcher

39. Cleanser

4. Strong liquor

5. Large red deer

6. Holder of less
common religious
beliefs

7. West Indian shrub

8. Family of proteins

9. Wealthy, influential
business leader

10. Low spirits

and Oman

maxims

of pain 40. Radioactivity units 18. Relaxing spaces 46. Without (French)
17. Popular November ~ 41. Expectorated matter ~ 22. The NFL’s big game  47. A bank might give
holiday 1. Satisfy 23. Proof of payment you one
19. Consume food 2. European health (abbr.) 48. Agricultural testing
20. Buddy advocate 24. Starchy preparation organization
21. Long-haired goat- 3. Expression of of dried orchid tubers  49. A small island
antelope annoyance 25. Indicates near 50. Type of gene

30. Pouches

sauce
33. Commercials

events

11. Approves food
12. Monetary unit of Iran

13. Mary __, cosmetics
16. Expressed in pithy

27. Minneapolis suburb
28. Herring-like fish
29. Doctors’ group

31. Bread dipping in

35. A reminder of past

36. Affected by injury

37. Geological time

39. Stationary part of a
motor

42. Brings together

43. 0f sound mind

44, Personal computer

51. Murres

52. Card game

53. A measure of human
health

54. Australian airline
(abbr.)

55. One point south of
due west

56. Affirmative
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TIE TOWN OF AGAWAK
REMEMBERS THOSE WhO
SERVED THEIR COUNTRY

IN WORLD WAR
1017 - 1918

The World War 1 Memorial at the American Legion Post 185.

Memorial Day marked
at several locations

AGAWAM - The Town of
Agawam marked the Memo-
rial Day holiday on Monday,
May 25 with more than just a
parade and ceremony at the
Veterans Green. Members of
the American Legion, Aga-
wam Veterans Council, and
their Color Guard, took place
in ceremony at numerous

locations. Among them, the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Bridge at the border of West
Springfield, the Agawam
American Legion Post 185,
Springfield St. Cemetery,
Granger School’s “Field of Pa-
rade,” the South Westfield St.
Cemetery, and the Agawam
Center Cemetery.

Left: A British flag is placed at one of the graves.

Above: Christion and Gabriel Rua perform “Taps.”

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Better Business Bureau: Sponsored ad could be a scam

Sponsored content is ev-
erywhere online. From the
top results of your search
engine to the tempting deal
you scrolled past on social
media - it’s hard to avoid.

While most sponsored
ads are legitimate, some ar-
en't. Just as real, trustworthy
businesses can purchase
sponsored ads to boost their
content in your search re-
sults or social media feeds,
so too can scammers that
create impostor websites.

BBB Scam Tracker con-
tinues to receive reports
from consumers who are
tricked into clicking on fake
websites that are advertised
on search engines and social
media as “sponsored.” These
scams are not only specific
to retail websites and mer-
chandise - there are also
reports of sponsored ads for

fake passport renewal ser-
vices, healthcare open en-
rollment websites, lost and
found services, puppies for
sale, and more.

How the scam works

It starts with a simple
search. Let’s say youre look-
ing to buy sneakers, and the
top result of your search is a
“sponsored” ad for a retail-
er selling your item. Or, you
may see a sponsored ad on
your social media feed for
the same product.

You click on the link and
are taken to what appears to
be a legitimate website. The
merchandise may even be
majorly discounted, and you
think youre getting a great
deal. At checkout, you enter
your personal and financial
information and make your

purchase.

At this point, you may
never receive your merchan-
dise. If you try to contact
the company’s customer
support, they may not have
a record of your purchase,
making you realize that you
purchased from a fake web-
site. You may not be able
to find the original website
that you purchased from or
their contact information
may be disabled.

As mentioned, these
sponsored ad scams are not
always tied to fake retail
websites. One person shared
their experience on BBB
Scam Tracker, “Idid a [search
engine redacted] search for
“Apply Global Entry” and I
clicked on the first link that
showed up. I didn't realize it
was a sponsored link. I filled
out all my daughter’s per-

strawberries\

OUR OWN HOTHOUSE
TOMATOES, CUKES & PICKLES

Asj)amgm season ending soon!

Coming Soon: Squash From Our Fields

E. CecChi Farms .. srme

FEEDING HILLs, Mass. ® “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”

SPRINGFIELD STREET

sonal information including
name, date of birth, address,
passport information think-
ing I was on the U.S. govern-
ment’s website and realized
only when I arrived at the
payment page that this was
ascam.

How to avoid spon-
sored ad scams

. No matter what, al-
ways confirm you are on a
legitimate website. Even if
a website is sponsored and
shows up at the top of your
search results, always con-
firm that you are on the cor-
rect website before making
a purchase or entering your
personal information. Scam-
mers are easily able to create
lookalike websites that seem
like the real deal. See BBB’s
tips for identifying a fake

website.

. Use caution when
making purchases through
social media shops. Some-
times, sponsored ads on
social media platforms take
you to purchase products
on the app’s shop. You may
not be able to tell if the re-
tailer or merchandise is le-
gitimate through the app’s
shop. If youre unsure, you
can search for the retailer on
your own and find their real
website to purchase from.
See BBB’s tips for buying
from social media ads.

. Be wary of too-
good-to-be-true deals. Ma-
jor discounts on otherwise
expensive products often
trick people into purchas-
ing items on fake websites.
If the deal seems too good
to be true, it probably is. Do
a quick search to compare

prices on other sites to get
an idea of what the item re-
ally costs.

. Use BBB to veri-
fy business information. If
youre questioning whether
the website you're visiting is
an impostor site, check with
BBB.org to find the busi-
ness’s information and verify
its web address. If you're not
familiar with the business,
you can also see if there are
any customer reviews or
complaints listed.

Be proactive and keep
trusted contact informa-
tion handy. Having official
websites bookmarked or
customer service numbers
saved can help you avoid
scams when you'e in a hur-
ry and searching for a busi-
ness.

Ortho MA treats:

) i 7z X
ORTHOPEDIC URGENT CARE

* FRACTURES ¢ SPRAINS ° DISLOCATIONS
* JOINT PAIN ¢ SPORTS OR WORK INJURIES & MORE!

Walk-Ins Welcome No Appointment Needed
Monday-Friday: 4pm-8pm e Saturday & Sunday 8am-12pm

www.OrthoMA.org ¢ info@orthoma.org

53 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 ¢ (413)83-ORTHO
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Agawam Library summer reading program, activities continue this month

AGAWAM - June is an ex-
citing time at the Agawam
Library. Library staff are busy
preparing for our annual
Summer Reading Program
which will begin on Monday,
June 23 and run through Fri-
day, Aug. 8. We are excited to
offer summer reading for all
ages, so stay tuned for later
this month when we kick off
“Level Up at Your Library”.
This summer, the library en-
courages everyone to reach
new heights with reading,
gaming and trying new chal-
lenges. Adults can partic-
ipate in fun programs and
earn prizes just for reading!
In the meantime, the library
is ready for summer and all
the celebrations that come in
the month of June

On Monday, June 9 at 6:30
p-m., the Agawam Library
welcomes local author Rob-
ert Madison as he discusses
his book, George Washing-
ton’s Secret Armory: The Bi-

ography of Lt. Richard Falley,
Jr. On July 2, 1775, General
George Washington arrived
in the Boston area to take
command of the newly es-
tablished Continental Army.
Falley supplied flintlock mus-
kets from his secret armory
at Mt. Tekoa in the foothills
of the Berkshires. The lecture
includes Falley’s involvement
as a prisoner and private in
some of the most well-known
battles of the Revolutionary
War. Register today to learn
about this forgotten piece of
New England Revolutionary
War history and celebrate
our nation’s 250th anniver-
sary of independence. Please
register for this event.

Tea & Trivia returns on
Tuesday, June 17 at 6:30 p.m.
and Wednesday, June 18 at
2:30 p.m. in the Clini Com-
munity Room. Get ready to
have your wits matched and
enjoy a nice cup of hot or
iced tea! Please note that our

trivia sessions are for ages 18
and older and registration is
required. Our June Library
Tech Sessions will feature all
the information you need to
use Beanstack - the online
reading tracker that we’ll be
using for our summer read-
ing challenge. Participants
can register for either ses-
sion: Wednesday, June 18 at
6:30 p.m. or Tuesday, June
24 at 10 a.m. Participants
are asked to bring whichever
mobile device you are most
comfortable using.

Join us for our summer
reading kick-off on Monday,
June 23 at 5:30 p.m. Join us
for fun and games for all ages,
including a host of indoor
and outdoor games, weath-
er permitting. We will have
yard games, a puzzle race, a
mobile arcade, board games,
and a visit from the Mooli-
cious ice cream truck! Be one
of the first to sign up to par-
ticipate in summer reading

and begin working toward
the goal of achieving a col-
lective 5,000 hours of reading
while earning chances to win
avariety of great raffle prizes.
Level up your brain and level
up your game this summer at
the Agawam Public Library!
This event is for all ages and
no registration is necessary.
The  Library  Writers
Group will meet on Thurs-
day, June 26 at 6 p.m. in the
Peirce Conference Room.
The virtual author line-up
for June features three excel-
lent authors, starting with
Smithsonian Scientists Bri-
an Gratwicke and Dr. Gina
Della Tonga on Wednesday,
June 4 at 2 p.m. This will be
an informative and fun dis-
cussion of the Smithsonian’s
book, Extinctopedia. Best-
selling thriller writer Lisa
Jewell will introduce readers
to her new book, Don't Let
Him In on Tuesday, June 10
at 2 p.m. And children’s au-

thor Katherine Applegate
will talk to viewers about her
heartwarming novel, Odd-
er on Tuesday, June 24 at 4
p-m. Please note that these
author talks will be held vir-
tually. More information and
registration can be found by
visiting: https://libraryc.org/
agawamlibrary

Join world sailor Amy
Alton on a voyage around
the globe and Level Up your
Travel. On Monday, June
30 at 6:30 p.m. in the Clini
Community Room, the li-
brary welcomes Amy Alton
for a presentation on her
world travels. From 2014-
2024 she lived on a sailboat
full time with her husband,
traveling tens of thousands
of miles and visiting dozens
of countries. If youve ever
wondered what it would be
like to cast off the lines and
set sail into the sunset, Amy
will talk about the highs and
the lows about setting off to

sea. She'll share photos and
stories from her trip and the
romance books that were in-
spired by her adventures and
written under the pen name
Liz Alden. Please register for
this event.

Registration for adult pro-
grams is open now. Registra-
tion for the Summer Reading
Challenge will open on

June 23. Please visit our
online calendar at www.aga-
wamlibrary.org to register,
or call the Information Desk
at (413) 789-1550 X4. Our
programs are often support-
ed by the Agawam Center
Library Association. Please
note that the library will be
closed on Thursday, June 19
for the observance of June-
teenth. Please note that our
last Saturday will be June
7. We will be closed on Sat-
urdays during the summer.
Please visit our website for
more information www.aga-
wamlibrary.org.

ACAA announces new exhibit at

AGAWAM - A new art ex-
hibit is on display at Cooper’s
Commons, 159 Main Street,
Agawam.

The exhibit, sponsored by
the Agawam Community Art-
ists and Artisans, will be on
display throughout the sum-
mer.

The ACAA is an Agawam

art group consisting of many
professional artists and arti-
sans who participate in qual-
ity juried art shows and gal-
leries.

The group conducts the Pi-
oneer Valley Art Festival each
year in August, attracting vis-
itors from throughout out the
region.

The art is displayed in the
historic building of Cooper’s
Commons on all floors and in
all of the quaint rooms.

This art show depicts
scenes of tobacco barns,
whimsical farm animals, and
covered bridges in oil, acrylic,
lithographs and watercolor.

All of the art is beautifully

Cooper’s

framed and would look won-
derful in any style home.

Proceeds from any sold art
goes directly to the artist.

For further information
please contact Ceil Rossi at
(413) 207-1247 or email to-
carefree2@hotmail.com  or
contact the artist listed on the
art.

Senior Center starting ping pong every Thursday

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Senior Center is pleased to
announce its ongoing week-
ly ping pong program, “Ping
Pong with Jerry; held every
Thursday from 1 to 2 p.m.

Players of all skill levels
are welcome to join this in-
clusive and engaging activity.
“Whether youre a beginner
looking to learn the basics or

an experienced player want-
ing to maintain your skills,
this program offers a support-
ive environment for every-
one’, added Ping Pong host
Jerry.

Jerry has been an avid ping
pong player for many years,
and is an enthuastic player
and teacher.

“Ping Pong with Jerry” pro-

vides an excellent opportunity
for physical activity, social in-
teraction, and friendly com-
petition in a welcoming atmo-
sphere.

Equipment is provided,
but participants are welcome
to bring their own paddles if
preferred.

Ping pong (table tennis) of-
fers numerous health benefits,

including improved hand-eye
coordination, mental acuity,
and cardiovascular exercise in
alow-impact format that’s ap-
propriate for various ages and
physical abilities.

For more information
about this or other programs
offered at the Agawam Senior
Center, please call 413-821-
0604.

BBB: Recognize wedding photographer scams

You've hired a photogra-
pher to capture every magi-
cal moment of your special
day, only to find out at the
last minute that they've dis-
appeared without a trace.

BBB has received reports
of wedding photographer
scams on BBB Scam Track-
er. Some scammers take
couples’ money and dis-
appear before the big day,
leaving couples scrambling,
while others never receive
the treasured photos they
paid for in advance.

What are the signs of
a wedding photographer
scam?

After searching online
for a wedding photogra-
pher, you find one you like
on social media or another
wedding vendor site and
reach out. After discussing
the details and confirming
your wedding date with the
vendor through email or
social media, you decide to
book them. You sign a digi-
tal contract and send your
deposit through a peer-to-
peer payment app. Your
final payment will be due
just before your wedding
date.

This type of scam can
take a few different turns
as wedding dates approach.
Some brides report after
making the final payment
to the photographer before
the wedding, the photog-
rapher reaches out a few

PLEASE

days before the big day to
cancel. In other instances,
the photographer may not
show up to the wedding at
all. When you try to contact
the photographer to get
your money back, they are
unresponsive, or their con-
tact information no longer
works.

One person shared their
experience with BBB Scam
Tracker, “After receiving
my money, she stopped
contacting me and all of
her contact information
went out of service. After
digging I found she had
done the same if not worse
to 30+ other brides, some
who never received their
wedding photos.” This per-
son reported losing $1,700.
Another report states, “
She began the process of
setting up a plan for our
wedding day. She took our
deposit. She took our pay-
ment in full the week before
the wedding. She cancelled
two days before the event
and kept the entirety of the
money. This person report-
ed losing $5,300.

Other couples say that
the scam doesn’t take place
until after the wedding
when waiting for their pho-
tos to arrive. Another BBB
Scam Tracker entry reads,
“...He charges a deposit and
has you sign a contract.
Full payment is due before
the wedding/event and he
would either show up and

do the work and you nev-
er hear from him again or
he doesn’t show up at all,
either way you never get
any photos [or] videos and
he stops all contact with
you.” They reported losing
$2,400.

How can you spot and
avoid vendor scams?

. Do your research
ahead of time. Before you
book with any vendor, look
at several sources for rat-
ings and reviews. Don't
rely on one website. A great
place to start is BBB.org,
where you can check the
business’s BBB Accredita-
tion and read complaints
and reviews. If you suspect
a potential scam, search
BBB Scam Tracker to see if
any reports have been filed.

. Check out the pho-
tographer’s online pres-
ence. In addition to reading
ratings and reviews, look
for the photographer’s web-
site and social media pag-
es. Photographers usually
share their work on social
media, so seeing a long
history of happy clients on
their pages is typically a
good sign.

. Use caution on
social media. Be wary of
booking services  with
someone who only operates
and communicates through
social media. If you can't
find anything else online
about the photographer,

obtain some references
from the photographer and
call them to get feedback.

. Ask for a phone
call or in-person meeting.
Before booking your pho-
tographer, ask to speak on
the phone or to meet in
person to finalize the de-
tails and sign the contract.
If the photographer refuses
a phone call or a meeting,
take that as a warning sign.

« Review your contract
and keep it on hand. Check
that the terms and condi-
tions meet your expecta-
tions, especially regarding
cancellations and refunds.
Confirm the details for the
day of the wedding and the
expected turnaround time
to receive your edited pho-
tos. Review the terms for
making your payments, and
make sure the contract in-
cludes the photographer’s
contact information. Be
sure to ask for a copy of the
contract that is signed and
dated by both you and the
photographer.

. Peer-to-peer pay-
ment apps can be ared flag.
Businesses that only accept
payments through peer-to-
peer payment apps can be a
red flag for a scam. If you're
being asked to send a large
amount of money through
one of these apps, ask if you
can instead pay via a dif-
ferent method like a cred-
it card, cash, or cashier’s
check.

REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

& ~NWASTE &

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 * Fax 413-789-3738
WWwWWw.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”’

(CRW

LANDSCAFPES INC

PATIOS - WALLS -

WALKS - STAIRS

Over 30 Years Experience
Owner On Site e Guaranteed Work

Specializing in Unique
Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWIlandscapes@gmail.com - 413-821-9498

AGAWAM - We regret to
report that we will no longer
be holding donation drives
at Smithland Pet & Garden
Center due to the surprise
closing of all Smithland lo-
cations by the end of June.
Feline Friends Inc. Cat
Sanctuary has been
honored to have been
associated with Smith-
land (formerly Dave’s)
of Agawam.
The store as
well as the
friendly &
helpful em-
ployees will
be missed by
the commu-
nity.

We  appre-
ciate all of the
wonderful
donations  re-
ceived from our
wonderful  do-
nors and Sandy
& Crystal will miss
sharing  pictures
and stories every
month. No cat food
(Friskies, Fancy
Feast) remains on
the shelves, but if
you have other do-
nations, we plan to
be at Smithland for
the last time from 10-12.

Just a reminder that we
have a donation bin at the
Agawam Public Library.
Please include contact in-
formation with donations if

SALE

Turleyg

Publications, Inc.

:
3
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ADVERTISING

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» |f so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Feline Friends are still
accepting donations at

Agawam Public library

you would like an acknowl-
edgement. We are grateful
for every donation.

Please contact us if you
would like us to pick up do-
nations.

*We are thrilled to an-

nounce that we have
~ been chosen by E.B’s
Restaurant for their
Give Back Wednesday
Program. On June 18,
E.B’s, located at 385
Walnut Street Ext.,
will donate 10% of
the day’s total food
sales to our sanctu-
ary. It includes eat
in to take out.”
Feline
Friends Inc.
is a commu-
nity-based,
nonprofit
sanctuary
that does not
discriminate
against any
cat based on
age, gender
or disability.
More
informa-
tion about
sanctu-
be found on
our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Face-
book page at Feline Friends
Cat Sanctuary. Contact us
with questions at info@
felinefriendsinc.org or by
phone at 413-786-5019.
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Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Putting  the
ball into the back of the net
wasn't a major issue for the
Western Mass. Pioneers in
their first two regular season
matches.

The Pioneers, who out-

Mamadi Jiana advances up the field.

scored Boston City and the
Albany Rush, 15-0, on the
road, played a 1-1 draw
against the Seacoast United
Phantoms in the home open-
er at historic Lusitano Stadi-
um on May 23.

“I thought it was a very
good game tonight, said
longtime Pioneers head

A e

Israel Neto looks to clear the ball away.

coach Federico Molinari.
“Seacoast won the champi-
onship last year and they're
a very good team again this
year. They defended very well
against us. We did play much
better during the second half
than we did in the first half”
The Pioneers first home
match was played on a mis-

erable night weatherwise.

Eleven different players
scored a goal in the Pioneers’
first two road matches.

Israel Neto led the way
offensively with three goals.
Matt Cence and Robbie Ly-
ons both scored two goals.
The other goals for the Pio-
neers were scored by Oskar

After pair of big wins, ineers draw in home opener

[

-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Kaufmann, Aiden Kelly, Aus-
tin Bush, Jose Suarez, Jose
Bustamante, Gustavo Barbo-
sa, and Mamadi Jiana, who's
a former member of the Chi-
copee boys’ soccer team.

The Phantoms (0-1-1),
who are the defending USL
League Two National cham-
pions, had won the previous

three matchups between the
two rivals held at Lusitano
Stadium.

The home team had an
opportunity to take an early
lead, but a breakaway oppor-
tunity by Kaufmann in the
second minute of the match
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Brownies suffer walk-off loss
in state tournament opener

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHARLTON—Agawam
senior righthander Gavin
Shlosser received plenty of
support from his defense

in the first six innings of
the Division 2 preliminary
round game at Bay Path,
which is a vocational high
school located in Charlton.

Things didn’t go very well
for the 33rd-seeded Brown-
ies in the bottom of seventh
inning, as the 32nd-seeded
Minutemen battled back for
a 2-1 walk-off victory, last
Thursday afternoon.

“We played one of our
best games of the season in
the first six innings, said
Agawam head coach Jay Ya-
rymowicz. “You just have to
give Bay Path credit for pull-
ing it out in the end”

Agawam, who upset
Springfield Central in the
quarterfinals of the Western
Mass. Class A tournament
before losing to Minnechaug
Regional in the semifinals,
qualified for the Division
2 state tournament for the
first time since 2023. They
finished the 2025 campaign
with an 11-8 overall record.

Shlosser, whos the ace
of the Brownies pitching
staff, is one of the seven se-
niors listed on the Brownies
varsity roster. He’s going to
continue playing baseball at
Framingham State Universi-
ty next year.

The other Brownies se-
niors, wholl be receiving
their diplomas at Springfield
Symphony Hall on June 14,
are Nathan Ukrainets, Vin-
cent Catelotti, Owen Lavelle,
Cody Adamczyk, Joe Szeme-
la, and Jonah Higby.

“The seven seniors are
very special players,” Yary-
mowicz said. “They worked
very hard every day, and I
can’t say enough good things
about those guys.”

Bay Path (17-5), who was
scheduled to face top-seeded
Plymouth North in the round
of 32 game, only had three

singles against Shlosser
during the first six innings.
They didn't have a runner
reach second base until the
bottom of the seventh in-
ning.

Shlosser was helped with
three double-plays and an
outstanding diving catch by
junior centerfielder Parker
Bean in the second inning.
Overall, the righthander al-
lowed two runs on six hits
with seven strikeouts. He is-
sued only one walk.

The Brownies entered the
bottom of the seventh hold-
ing onto a 1-0 lead. They only
needed to record three more
outs to advance to the round
of 32, but the contest ended
before that took place.

Senior Dale Nussey, who
was the Minutemen starting
pitcher, lined a single into
center field leading off the
frame. Senior shortstop Ja-
cob Delvalle followed with
a double putting runners at
second and third with no
outs. Yarymowicz elected
to intentionally walk soph-
omore first baseman Max
Lapriore which loaded the
bases.

Following a mound visit,
Bay Path senior right field-
er Josh Hemingway was hit
by a pitch forcing home the
tying run. The bases were
still loaded when senior left
fielder Hunter Davis hit a
foul pop-up that was caught
by Catelotti next to the Bay
Path dugout, which is locat-
ed on the third base side of
the field. After making the
catch in play, Catelotti, who's
the Brownies third baseman,
fell over the out of play line.
It allowed the runner at third
base to score the winning
run.

Watching the play un-
fold from the first base dug-
out, Yarymowicz thought
Catelotti caught the ball af-
ter crossing the line, which
would've made it a dead
ball. The home plate umpire
didn’t see it the same way.

TOURNEY I page9

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—For some
unknown reason, Chicop-
ee Comprehensive has not
been a very friendly place for
the Agawam boys’ volleyball
team this spring.

Agawam lost their only
match of the 2025 regu-
lar season to the Chicopee
Comp Colts, 3-1, at Curry
Gymnasium at the beginning
of April.

The top-seeded Brownies
made another visit to Comp
on May 24. Once again, they
suffered a 3-1loss to archrival
and second seeded Westfield
in the Western Mass. Class A
finals.

“We haven't played very
well in this gym this year]
said Agawam head coach
Kevin Pender. “If I knew the
reason why, I would fix it. We
got off to a very slow start in
today’s match. You just have
to give Westfield a ton of
credit”

557
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Westfield (18-4) took the
first two sets 25-22, and 25-19
before Agawam (19-2) kept
their hopes of winning back-
to-back Class A titles alive by
squeaking out a two-point
win (25-23) in the third set.

The Bombers held the
lead in the fourth set from
start to finish and they took
home the Class A title for the
first time since 2023.

Both teams are members
of the North Division, and
the Brownies swept the two
regular season matchups, 3-1
and 3-0.

“We played a little bit bet-
ter against them during the
regular season than we did in
today’s match,” Pender said.
“We didn't execute our game
plan. We also made more er-
rors than we typically do”

The Brownies, who cap-
tured the Class B title in
2023, lost to Wayland in the
Division 2 state semifinals a
year ago.

VBALL I page9

Agawam High School boys volleyball was the runners up in the Western Mass. title game.

Top-seeded Brownies stunned by Westfield

A *

Eric Nazarets gets a hit to his side.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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Sports

UConn, BYU to meet in Hall of Fame series at TD

BOSTON -  Position
Sports, in partnership with
the Naismith Basketball Hall
of Fame, announced that
projected preseason Top 10
teams UConn and BYU will
meet in the Hall of Fame Se-
ries Boston event on Satur-
day, Nov. 15, at TD Garden.
This marks just the second
meeting between the pro-
grams, with the Huskies de-
feating the Cougars in the
first matchup during the
opening round of the 2003
NCAA Tournament.

“Were thrilled to es-

tablish TD Garden as our
newest Hall of Fame Series
venue, creating a basket-
ball showcase in the heart
of New England, just a short
journey from our home in
Springfield, said John L.
Doleva, President and CEO
of the Naismith Basketball
Hall of Fame. “The matchup
between UConn and BYU
brings together one of the
sport’s premier programs
and one of its most exciting
up-and-coming teams, led by
alocal talent in A] Dybantsa.
This event not only highlights

elite college basketball but
also reinforces our ongoing
relationship with the Boston
Celtics and our shared com-
mitment to celebrating the
game’s rich history in the re-
gion”

This will be UConn’s sec-
ond appearance in the Hall
of Fame Series, following a
win over Gonzaga at Madison
Square Garden last Decem-
ber. The Huskies are led by
two-time National Champion
Alex Karaban, who hails from
Southborough, Mass. BYU,
featuring Brockton, Mass.,

product and consensus No. 1
incoming recruit AJ. Dyban-
sta, is also set to participate
in the Hall of Fame Series
Las Vegas event on Opening
Night, Nov. 3.

“Bringing the Hall of Fame
Series to Boston for the first
time is an exciting milestone,
especially just down the road
from the Naismith Basketball
Hall of Fame in Springfield,’
said Melissa Meacham-Gross-
man, President of Position
Sports. “UConn’s champion-
ship legacy and BYU’s emerg-
ing star power—highlighted

Garden this November

by Massachusetts own AJ.
Dybansta—set the stage for a
memorable night at TD Gar-
den, in a city where the game’s
history runs deep, thanks to
the tradition of the Boston
Celtics and the legacy of their
many Hall of Famers”

Further details regarding
ticketing, game times, broad-
cast details, and media cre-
dentials for the event will be
shared at a later date.

The Hall of Fame Series,
owned and operated by Po-
sition Sports, is a premier
collection of multi-game,

singular events that feature

top collegiate basketball
programs in  high-profile
non-conference  matchups

played both domestically and
abroad. Past stops have in-
cluded the following cities:
Baltimore (2024), Charlotte
(2023), Las Vegas (2023-24),
New York (2024), Phoenix
(2023-24), San Antonio (2023),
and Toronto (2023).

For more Hall of Fame Se-
ries information and updates,
please visit HOFSeries.com or
follow @HOFSeries on all so-
cial platforms.

DRAW 1§ from page 8

was saved by Seacoast goalie
Jahn Tobias.

With 15 minutes remain-
ing in the first half, Tobias
made a diving save on an-
other shot attempt from
Kaufmann.

Down at the other end of
the field, Western Mass. goal-
ie Cameron Hall also made
a couple of key saves, which
kept the contest scoreless
until the second half.

The Phantoms also had
nine corner kicks during the
first 45 minutes.

Early in the second half,
the referee awarded the
Phantoms a penalty kick fol-
lowing a foul inside the box.

Hall, who posted shut-
outs in the first two match-
es, made a diving save on
the shot taken by Taig Healy.
The ball was deflected away
by Hall, but Healy was in the

right spot to knock home the
rebound shot giving the visit-
ing team a 1-0 advantage.

The Pioneers scored the
equalizer a little more than
ten minutes later.

The scoring play be-
gan with Suarez sending a
crossing pass from the left
side of the penalty area to
Kaufmann, who fired a shot
into the lower right corner of
the net.

Neither team was able to
score another goal during the
last 30 minutes of regulation.

The second meeting of the
regular season between the
two squads is scheduled to
take place on June 25th.

The Pioneers played a
road match against the
Boston Bolts on June 3 be-
fore returning home three
nights later to face NEFC,
whos competing at the USL-
League Two level for the first
time this season.

ABOVE: Oskar Kaufmann grabs a quick stop.

RIGHT: Jaiden Williams sets for a throw-in.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Chase Gerani winds up for a
big hit.

VBALL & from page 8

One of the Brownies se-
nior captains is David Dzhen-
zherukha, who was credited
with a game-high 37 assists
and had 13 digs in this year’s
Western Mass. finals.

“We always expect to make
it to the Western Mass finals,
but this wasn't the result that
we wanted, Dzhenzherukha
said. “We didn’t pass very well,
and our energy was down. It’s
a very difficult loss for us, es-
pecially after beating them
twice during the regular sea-
son. This loss will give us some
extra motivation heading into
the state tournament. We just
need to stay focused 100 per-
cent of the time”

Despite the setback, the
Brownies were expected to be
the top-seeded team in the Di-
vision 2 state tournament.

Agawam’s other senior cap-
tains are Joe Culhane, who had
a team-leading 17 kills, and
Kyle Doughlas.

Their other three seniors
are Fric Nazarets, Dennis
Nesen, and John Cote.

g
%
—

The score of the opening
set was tied a couple of times
before the Bombers, who were
ranked second in the Division
2 power rankings, built a 15-8
lead with the help of a 10-3
run.

The Brownies were trailing,
24-19, before closing the gap to
two points.

The Bombers won the final
two points of the first set.

The second set was also
close, but Westfield managed
to take a 2-0 lead in the overall
match.

In the third set, the Brown-
ies used a 5-0 run with Naza-
rets handling the serving du-
ties to take a 9-7 lead.

The score was tied 18-18
when a Culhane kill gave the
Brownies the lead back, which
they didn't relinquish.

Westfield won the first two
points of the fourth set, and
they never looked back the
rest of the way.

The fourth meeting of the
2024 campaign between the
two rivals could possibly take

David Dzhenzherukha grabs a set near the net.

Joe Culhane steps up for a set.

place in the Division 2 state
finals. That match would most
likely take place at Worcester
State University.

The Brownies probably
don't want to make another
visit to Herbert H. Curry Gym-
nasium anytime soon.

David Zhmiadziak gets over the net for a spike.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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“The umpire said that
Vincent caught the ball in
play before falling over the
line, but I saw it a different
way, Yarymowicz said. “His
opinion is the only one that
matters and mine doesn't.
This is a very tough loss for
us and I'm very proud of my

guys.”

The Brownies had several
scoring opportunities, but
they didn’t score a run until
the sixth inning.

With one out in the sec-
ond inning, junior designat-
ed hitter Cole Ingham and
Lavelle, who started the
game in left field, had back-
to-back singles. Both run-

ners moved into scoring po-
sition following a wild pitch.
Nussey retired the next two
batters, ending the inning.
Ingham, who had three of
the Brownies eight base hits,
beat out an infield hit with
two outs in the fourth inning
before stealing second base.
The next batter hit a ground
ball to the second baseman

for the third out.

Szemela (catcher) and ju-
nior shortstop Aiden Wykes
(2-for-3) had singles in the
fifth, but the Brownies failed
to score once again.

Meanwhile, the Brown-
ies defense recorded double
plays in the third, fourth,
and fifth innings, which kept
Shlosser’s pitch count below

50. The righthander threw
a total of 63 pitches in the

game.

The Brownies finally
broke the ice in the sixth in-
ning.

Catelotti began the rally
by hitting a line-drive single
into right field leading off
the frame and he advanced
to second base on a fielding

error. After the next bat-
ter struck out, Ingham hit
a single down the left field
line, which put runners at
the corners. Catelotti scored
when Lavelle hit a ground
ball to the shortstop.

The Brownies would
watch their 1-0 lead slip
away in the bottom of the
seventh inning.
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Obituaries

Gloria Lawre

Gloria Edith (Piccin)
Lawrenz, was a remark-
able matriarch who has
peacefully and honor-
ably departed from this
earthly life. Her larger-
than-life presence will
leave an indelible void in
the lives of her many de-
voted loved ones. At the
age of 92, Gloria grace-
fully made her way to heaven
after a quick bout with can-
cer. Gloria was the picture of
health, youth and timeless-
ness up until her very last
days. Gloria left us peacefully
on Wednesday, May 14, 2025
in her sleep in her beloved
Montana home surrounded
by her devoted children.

Born in West Springfield,
Massachusetts in 1932, Glo-
ria was the daughter of a true
Italian family who had immi-
grated from Vittorio Veneto,
Italy to the United States
after WWI. Her parents
founded the historic Vene-
tian Bakery which was still in
operation until very recently
on Baldwin Street in West
Springfield, Massachusetts.
She always shared many sto-
ries of growing up as a young
girl in this culturally rich
Italian neighborhood. Glo-
ria and her family were very
proud of their Italian heri-
tage and it showed.

Gloria Edith Piccin grad-
uated from West Springfield
High School in 1950 and
married Robert “Bob” Thom-
as Gibson in 1954. Together
they had 4 beautiful children;
Celeste, Roberta, Judith and
George. Years later, in 1969,

B

Gloria met William “Bill”
Robert Lawrenz who would
become the long-time love
of her life. Together they
both embraced their second
chances by forming a blend-
ed family with 6 children,
including her 4 children and
Bill's 2 children, Laura and
Curt. In this bold union, they
decided to pioneer a new
life for themselves and their
children by moving West to
Evergreen, Colorado in 1970,
where they established their
“New Horizons™.

After a short time in Col-
orado, Gloria and Bill had
another child, named Gloria.
The family then embarked
on many business and travel
adventures, including an ice
cream shop, a carpet shop,
a country music bar, a thriv-
ing real estate business, and
many trips to favorite Ports
of Call destinations.

After exploring in their
family motorhome, Bill and
Gloria finally settled in Mon-
tana and purchased a home
on stunning Flathead Lake in
1979. This was the beginning
of an epic era of family sum-
mers on the lake that lasted
more than 45 years. These
special family gatherings

nz, 1932-2025

were an anchor for their
family of 7 children,
many  grandchildren
and great grandchil-
dren. These summers
are filled with memo-
ries of large Italian fam-
ily dinners, Tortellini
Sundays, boat rides and
nights around the fire.
Gloria’s legacy will live
on in a lifetime of memories
and love created by her pos-
itive personality. She taught
us everything about life, pa-
tience, strength, love and
family.

Gloria is preceded in
death by her parents, Anto-
nio and Virginia Piccin, her
late husband Bill Lawrenz,
and beloved two older broth-
ers Gino Piccin and Dino
Piccin, along with her cousin
Nini Kroll.

Gloria is survived by her
younger sister Teresa Ouim-
ette, her lifelong best friend
Shirley Reid, her 5 children,
Celeste Gibson, Roberta
“Ruby” Gibson, Judith Gibson
(John Kiefer), George Gibson
(Shauna), and Gloria Arpasi
(David), Bill’s children, Curt
Lawrenz and Laura Arm-
strong, her 13 grandchildren,
her 8 great grandchildren,
many cousins and countless
other friends and family.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made
in Gloria’s name to the Ex-
position Area Alumni Schol-
arship Fund, Post Office Box
124, West Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts 01090. Donations
may also be made online at
exposcholarship.org.

Ronald C Sieczkowski

Ronald C Sieczkowski
of Agawam, passed on June
1, 2025 surrounded his by
family. He was born in Ad-
ams, MA on July 19, 1935,
he was the son of Margaret
(Schoenfelder) and Chester
Sieczkowski. He was raised
in Adams and attended lo-
cal schools. Mr. Sieczkow-
ski retired from Bassette
Printing of Springfield. In
earlier years he was a police
officer for the town of Wil-
liamstown and employed

loved to bowl, play
golf and travel the
United States. Ron
is survived by his
wife Joan of Aga-
wam; two daugh-
ters Lynn Pangburn
of Arizona and
Donna Jones and
her husband Mark
of  Charlestown,
Rhode Island; four grand-
children, Mary Lea, Ryan,
Lauren and Kristen; and
great grandchildren Julian,

Calling hours
for Ron will be
held from 10-
11AM on Sat-
urday, June 7,
2025 at Colonial
Forastiere  Fu-
neral & Crema-
tion, 985 Main
St., Agawam
with a funeral
home service beginning at
11AM. A private interment
will be held by the conve-
nience of his family. For on-

Armand R. Provost, 1933 — 2025

AGAWAM -
Armand R. Pro-
vost, 91, passed
away on May 27,
2025, at Baystate
Medical Center.
Born in Agawam,
MA on August
18, 1933, he was
the son of the late
Adolphus J. and
Lena (Flebotte) Provost.

For many years, Armand
was employed at Center
Pontiac. In his spare time,
he enjoyed restoring vehi-
cles, building stock cars for
local tracks including Leb-
anon Valley Speedway and
Riverside Park Speedway,
and building and customiz-
ing his Harley Sportster that
was in milk crates when he
purchased it. He was also an
avid snowmobiler and was
a member of VAST. He en-
joyed cruising Lake George
in Wales, MA in his custom
mahogany boat, snowmo-
biling at “The Buckhorn”
in Stratford VT, and being
a member of the “Forever

Young” Car Club
with his many
friends. Armand
loved spending
countless hours
at his daughter
and late son-in-
law’s farm help-
ing wherever
he was needed
and enjoyed ev-
ery minute on the farm. He
cherished his time with his
family and friends, and in
the past four years he loved
spending time with his two
great-grandchildren ~ who
will miss him dearly.

To cherish his memory,
Armand leaves his wife of
67 years, Dorothy (Bopp)
Provost; his daughter, Deb-
ra Neilson and her husband
Paul Gauthier; his grand-
daughters, Jamie Berry and
son-in-law John Berry; Carly
Neilson and her partner Eric
Paquette; and Kristi Neil-
son; his great-grandchildren
Chase and Charlotte Ber-
ry; his sister Joan Kane, his
brother-in-law John Poirier,
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obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

as well as many other family
members and dear friends.
Besides his parents, he was
predeceased by his son-in-
law Edward “Ted” Neilson,
and his siblings Adolphus
“Junior” Provost III and his
wife Norma Provost, Shirley
Poirier, and Robert Provost
POW/MIA.

Family and friends are in-
vited to gather on Thursday,
June 5, 2025, from 9 to 11
a.m. at Colonial Forastiere
Funeral & Cremation, 985
Main Street, Agawam fol-
lowed by a service at 11 a.m.
Burial will be in Springfield
Street Cemetery, Feeding
Hills, MA.

Memorial contributions
in Armand’s memory may
be made to TJ O’'Connor An-
imal Control and Adoption
Center, 627 Cottage Street,
Springfield, MA 01104 or to
Dakin Humane Society, PO
Box 6307, Springfield, MA
01101. For more informa-
tion or to leave an online
condolence, please visit
www.forastiere.com.

I
DEATH NOTICES

Lawrenz, Gloria
Died May 14, 2025

Provost, Armand R.
Died May 27, 2025
Service June 5, 2025
Colonial Forastiere Funeral
& Cremation

Sieczkowski, Ronald C
Died June 1, 2025
Service June 7, 2025
Colonial Forastiere Funeral
& Cremation

Smith House hosting Bond Drive

AGAWAM - The public is
invited to the historic Thom-
as Smith House at 251 North
West Street, Feeding Hills on
D-Day+1, Saturday, June 7
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. when
the 82nd Airborne, 505th
PLR. 2nd Battalion, Com-
pany D, Reenacted will hold
a WWII “Bond Drive” fund-
raiser to benefit the Agawam

Feeding Hills, Mass. will re-
turn to the 1940s with WWII
era military and civilian ve-
hicles, music, and demon-
strations.

Facsimile souvenir War
Bonds will be available for a
donation of $5 each, with all
proceeds aiding the Agawam
Historical Association.

The historical associa-

able for purchase. The book
features more than 200 his-
toric photos depicting Aga-
wam and Feeding Hills’ rich
history. Proceeds from the
sale of the book benefit the
Agawam Historical Associa-
tion.

The National Register-list-
ed Thomas Smith House and
its preserved 1920s garage

Historical A iation. tion’ I f Ameri ill alsob fort .
as a guard at the Berkshire Mason, Jones, Berkley, Char- line condolences please visit [sorical ASSHCIEOon. 10ns New AMages o erica - Wit 150 be open fof tours
C iR d his wife lie and Clai forasti The grounds of the histor-  title, Around Agawam and This event is free and
ounty Jail. Ron and his wife lie and Claire. ~orastiere.com. ic Thomas Smith House in Feeding Hills will be avail- open to the public.
Public Noti
AGAWAM ZONING Appeals will hold a public hear- Date of Death: be filed with the Court, but inter- Docket No. ADMINISTRATION
BOARD OF APPEALS ing at the Agawam Senior Cen- January 6, 2025 ested parties are entitled to no- HD25P1098EA UNDER THE
LEGAL NOTICE ter, 954 Main St., Agawam, MA INFORMAL PROBATE tice regarding the administration Estate of: MASSACHUSETTS
Notice is hereby given that the on Monday, June 23, 2025 at PUBLICATION NOTICE from the Personal Representative ~ Arthur Lawrence Granger, Sr. UNIFORM PROBATE
Agawam Zoning Board of Ap-  6:30PM for all parties interested To all persons interested in the  and can petition the Court in any Also known as: CODE (MUPC)

peals will hold a public hearing
at The Agawam Senior Center,
954 Main St., Agawam, MA,
on Monday, June 23, 2025 at
7PM for all parties interested in
the request of Daniel Adzhigirey,
who is seeking a Special Permit
in accordance with the Town of
Agawam’s Zoning Ordinances,
Ch.180-37(B) and 180-8.1 to al-
low for the keeping of hens at the
premises identified as 150 Mead-
owbrook Rd.
Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson
Agawam Zoning
Board of Appeals
06/05, 06/12/2025

AGAWAM ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that
the Agawam Zoning Board of

in the request of MBNZ Holding
CO., which is seeking a Special
Permit in accordance with the
Town of Agawam’s Zoning Or-
dinances, Ch.180, Section 7 to
allow for the construction of an
addition to an Auto Body Repair
business at the premises identi-
fied as 223 Garden Street.
Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson
Agawam Zoning
Board of Appeals
06/05, 06/12/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P1134EA
Estate of:
Robert W Bourgeois

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of

Petitioner ~ Christopher V
Bourgeois of Feeding Hills, MA

Petitioner Stacey A Lemke
f/k/a Cavallo of Agawam, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Christopher V Bourgeois of
Feeding Hills, MA

Stacey A Lemke f/k/a Caval-
lo of Agawam, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to

matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

06/05/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Arthur Granger,
Arthur L Granger
Date of Death: 01/21/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Arthur L. Granger,
Jr. of Southwick, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Arthur L Granger, Jr. of
Southwick, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/20/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 22, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
06/05/2025

Legal Ad
AGAWAM
Conservation Commission

The Agawam Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Thursday, June 12,
2025 at 6:00 PM at the Agawam
Senior Center, 954 Main Street,
Agawam, MA. The purpose of
this hearing will be to hear the
Notice of Intent Application of
the Town of Agawam for work to
be performed on the South West
Street Right-of-Way adjacent to
841 South West Street, subject to
the Massachusetts Wetlands Pro-
tection Act.

By Order of

Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

Agawam Conservation
Commission
06/05/2025
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanoults, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*%*xx*xx% & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured;, Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry,
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks. Competitive pric-
ing. Insured.

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

41;-213-5_{;70

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CASH FOR
JUN
AND REPAIRABLE

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

BUS CLEANER WANTED. Part-time
mornings and weekends. Warren — local
applicants preferred. 413-436-5262 .

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 2 P.M. ON FRIDAY

PANTRY COORDINATOR for Commu-
nity Survival Center in Indian Orchard.
Application available at www.communi-
tysurvivalcenter.org

Must be able to lift 40 pounds and stand
for extended periods of time. Four-day work
week; 34-hours/week; Pays $17.50/hour

SALES SUPPORT
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is
seeking a Sales Support Specialist.
Excellent communication and computer
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply,
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at
(774) 315-3107
or by email:

brstephenofstj h

r d ’ com.
holyroodguild.com

FOR RENT

4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 15/baths,
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities.
1st/last/security. References and proof of
income required. Call 413-589-0401.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!

Call 413-283-8393
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QdVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

BRIFELD

WALES ( HoLLAND

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

EoRiRENTI
&)

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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Display of past queens of Ms. Massachusetts Senior America outside the Holyoke High School

auditorium. TURLEY PHOTO BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

PAGEANT » from page 1

ant to all of these ladies, you
know, but they don't start
till theyre 60 years old. Well,
you know, it’s like a new life
for them. So it’s very exciting,
and also very demanding.
It’s a thing that most people
should know about that they
don't; Jenney said..

The auditorium  was
packed with friends and fam-
ily of the women competing,
past queens, and supportive
community members. Com-
peting in this year’s Ms. Mas-

sachusetts Senior America
Pageant was Donnalee Hol-
ubecki, Carolyn Janet Nestor,
Laura Hicks, Lori McElhiney
and Christine Wilson. The
pageant opened with a live-
ly dance performance and
then began the talents. Each
contestant either danced,
sung, or did baton twirling.
It was clear each contestant
had a passion for the talent
they chose and felt confident
performing it for the audi-
ence and judges. Throughout
the pageant special guests,
Wright, Jessie Rivers, and Pe-

(o e
ASSACHUs p ‘.
$' " 2.022 Tre !
JENIOR AMERICA
FIANE ERICKSON

o

ter Arnone sang angelically
for the contestants, judg-
es, and audience members.
These vocal presentations
were done flawlessly and
showed their support for
the past and future queens.
Ms. Massachusetts Senior
America 2024, Wright, gave
a heartfelt farewell speech
before passing her crown to
the winner of Ms. Massachu-
setts Senior America 2025,
Laura Hicks. Hicks looked
absolutely joyful when she
was announced winner of
the pageant.

This pageant is beloved
by the team running it, the
women competing, and the
past queens. Each contestant

Mary Lee Manning and David Jenney at the pageant.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

worked hard leading up to
the pageant and it didn’t go
unrecognized. Ms. Massa-
chusetts Senior America al-

Massachusetts  Senior
America 2025, Laura Hicks
after winning the title of queen.

Ms.

lows women to build friend-
ships, find support for their
talents and have their day in
the spotlight.

BBB: Watch

Roofing scams tend to pop
up after big storms. BBB Scam
Tracker often receives reports
of shady “free” roof inspec-
tions. Homeowners should
know how to recognize these
cons and always hire busi-
nesses they can trust.

How the scam works

You receive a call, or some-
one shows up at the door
claiming to represent a roof-
ing company that is working
in your area. (Sometimes con
artists use the names of legit-
imate companies, so always
check BBB.org first to learn
the real address, phone num-
ber, and name of the real com-
pany).

Note: BBB Accredited Busi-
nesses promise to adhere to
BBB's Standards for Trust, so
look for the BBB Accredited
Business Seal when hiring a
roofer. It's the Sign of a Better
Business.

The fake “roofer” offers a
free inspection or an on-the-
spot roof repair. Why, you ask?
The person may claim that
their company is working on a
neighbor’s home and is offer-
ing inspections to those living
nearby, or they just happened
to notice your damaged roof.
But if you ask questions about

out for roofing scams after storms

where the business is located
or how their services work -
if youre not dealing with an
honest company, you'll most
likely be met with vague an-
swers. If you are speaking on
the phone to a con artist, they
may hang up if pressed for
more details.

If you accept the free in-
spection from a con artist, the
dishonest “inspector” shows
up at your house. If they don't
find enough wear and tear to
merit a whole new roof, they
may fabricate it, by tearing
off shingles to mimic wind
damage (so pay attention and
watch what they do). Or they
may show you pictures of
someone else’s damaged roof.
Don't hire a company that
does this! Repairs from such
a dishonest business are not
likely to be high quality.

One person shared this ex-
perience on BBB Scam Track-
er, "Perpetrators came to my
dad's home saying he needed
roofrepair as they were "work-
ing on homes in the neighbor-
hood" & noticed a small hole
in his shingle. Dad trusted
them & allowed them to go
up on the roof & "fix" the hole.
They came down with a pre-
ripped shingle in their pocket
to "show” him the damaged

one. It did not match his cur-
rent roof shingles. From there
it escalated into moss remov-
al (which was not done), fixing
woodpecker holes in his sid-
ing (filling with spray foam),
pouring a concrete walkway
(VERY poor quality that any
legit contractor would not
have done), saying he needed
foundation work done to fix
his "bowing wall" & ultimate-
ly ended up putting paint up
on the side of his home that
he did not ask for forcing him
into accepting more work...
They did not allow my dad to
say no. When he told them
he was out of money, they
coached him through how
to take out a HELOC, move
money from his 401K & his
pension. They stood over
his shoulder coaching him
through moving money so he
could pay them more. They
never provided a legitimate
business name, card, email
or scope of service propos-
al or invoice. Dad just kept
paying them every time they
asked for more. He felt like he
couldn't say no."

How to avoid roofing scams
. Beware of unsolicit-
ed offers. Many scams begin
with a contractor who “just

happens to be in the area’
and notices your roof or home
appears to need repairs from
the outside. Roofing scams
typically increase in frequency
after a powerful storm, so stay
alert. Legitimate roofers may
also be in the area, so be savvy
enough to check BBB.org and
do your homework before hir-
ing.

. Get your insurance
company to inspect your roof,
and/or get a second opinion.
Filing a claim with your insur-
ance company goes on your
record and could affect fu-
ture claims or your continued
coverage. Before signing any
paperwork or contracts with
a roofing company, you can
have your insurance company
come out for an inspection to
verify the need for repairs or
replacements. You can also
call another reputable roofing
company to take alook.

. Research  roofing
companies before you hire.
Look at a company’s business
rating on BBB.org. Keep a
close eye on previous reviews
and any complaints other
consumers might have had.
Doing your own research is
one of the best ways to know if
a roofing company is reputa-
ble or just a cover for a scam.

TRASH 1 from page 1

Also not changing will
be the days that residents
will have their trash and
recycling picked up.

DeMaio said trash and
recycling will continue to
be on the same regular-
ly scheduled day. Prior to
the end of June, residents
should all receive a mail-
er home with a calendar
which also reflects the re-
cycling collection sched-
ule. Recycling is collected
every other week.

DeMaio said the format
for barrels will remain the
same and every parcel will
only be allowed one trash
and one recycling barrel.

Any trash that exceeds
the town’s 65-gallon trash
cart capacity will be re-
quired to have an official
town green overflow bag.

“Green bags are for
household trash only (no
recyclable materials, haz-
ardous waste, yard waste,
bulk waste, electronics, or

construction debris per-
mitted),” DeMaio stated.

Bags are sold in rolls of
5 for $15 each. Overflow
bags are available for sale
at Rocky’s Hardware, Geis-
ler’s and Stop & Shop.

The calendar residents
will receive will also out-
line dates for holidays,
yard waste, and other col-
lections. Residents, how-
ever, will need to pay for all
bulk items to be picked up,
though those bulk items
can be scheduled for pick-
up at any time. Residents
will be given a number to
contact USA to scheduled
bulk pickups. The town
website will soon have a
page with the fees for bulk
items on its webpage. Oth-
er questions from residents
can be potentially found at
the town’s trash and recy-
cling webpage at www.aga-
wam.ma.us. Other ques-
tions from residents can be
sent to recycle@agawam.
ma.us.

Read or Subscribe to the
Agawam Advertiser News online at
agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

TOWN HALL NEWS ¢ BUSINESS HAPPENINGS ¢ AREA EVENTS ¢ SPORTS
COMMUNITY STORIES ¢ SCHOOL COVERAGE ¢ CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

CALL US

1-413-283-8393

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Use our website
to securely subscribe
online at

AGAWAMADVERTISERNEWS.TURLEY.COM
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