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Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

 

StateLinePropaneOil.com

Looking for 
an AC solution for 

your home or office?
PROPANE: 413.998.0080 
OIL/AC: 413.998.0090

500•514 Salmon Brook St.,
GRANBY, CT Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737- 478

AC Tune-Ups & 
New Installations

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Early voting 
and unrestricted mail-in vot-
ing have grown in popularity 
since the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, allowing voters options 
other than showing up to the 
election polls on one desig-
nated day in early November.

City Councilors in Aga-
wam turned away mail-in 
voting for a previous local 
election due to the timing of 
the primary being so close to 
the general election. It made 
the processing and mailing 
out of ballots nearly impos-
sible to have enough time 
for people to turn them in by 
Election Day.

While mail-in ballot-
ing has been an issue, early 
voting has not, and Mayor 
Christopher Johnson, is up 
for election this fall after his 
first term back in the mayor’s 
seat, has proposed allowing 
early voting for both the pri-

mary and general elections.
This year, the Board of 

Registrars recommended 
that Johnson by able to set 
early voting hours for the 
municipal election at his 
discretion. Their vote, taking 
place on April 16, was unan-
imous and the city council 
will be asked to adopt the 
resolution.

The start of the election 
cycle is now underway in 
Agawam. Candidates for 
public office were able to be-
gin taking out nomination 
papers to run.

All 11 members of the city 
council, six school commit-
tee members, and the mayor 
are up for election every two 
years, and municipal elec-
tions in Agawam take place 
in November of every odd 
year.

In 2023, Johnson was re-
turned the mayor’s office 
after more than a decade on 

Mayor proposes 
early voting for 
municipal election

SEMIFINAL BOUND

The Agawam High School boys volleyball team is looking for another state title since the new format was established in 2022. 
The Brownies are the No. 1 seed once again in this year’s state tournament and have made it to the state semifinals. Last Friday 
in the quarterfinals, the Brownies defeated East Longmeadow with a 3-0 sweep. More photos on page 8.
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By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com

AGAWAM – Occurring 
on June 20 to 22, the boys 
4x100 team qualified for the 
Adidas Nationals in Greens-
boro, North Carolina, and 
needs the community’s help 
in raising funds to cover reg-
istration, travel, lodging, and 
uniforms. Submitted to the 
Agawam Advertiser News 
from the athletes, Chris 
Bates, Julian Gebo, Dom Ro-
driguez and Marcus Stall-
worth, with Lisa Trimboli; 
“These athletes have worked 
hard all season, and they ded-
ication and tireless training 
has led them to break school 
records and qualify for the 

Adidas Nationals. We are 
trying to raise funds to help 
cover the cost. Every dollar 
goes directly to helping these 
young athletes compete safe-
ly, confidently and to proudly 
represent our community. 
Please consider helping us by 
donating whatever you can, 
no amount is too small and 
sharing our story.”

Trimboli commented say-
ing, “The kids are really ex-
cited to go and the parents 
of these four kids are trying 
hard to get them to nation-
als.”

The 2025 Adidas Track 
Nationals will be held at the 
Marcus T. Johnson Track and 
Field complex on the campus 
of North Carolina A&T State 
University. 

The High School Band hosted the annual Band Time Concert with the Junior High and Doering School Bands and dazzled the 
audience with their selections and the traditional “America the Beautiful” grand finale. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Banding together Boys Track 4x100 
team fundraises 
for Adidas Nationals

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
High School band recent-
ly hosted on June 2, Mayor 
Christopher Johnson pre-
sented the city council of the 
FY26 budget with general 
updates, beginning that the 
general operating budget 

is up 4.75 million dollars or 
about 4.1% over the last fiscal 
year. “It’s based upon a tax 
levying increase of 2.5% with 
new growth of half a mil-
lion dollars. Please keep in 
mind that Agawam has $18.2 
million or will at the end of 
2026, in levy capacity, which 
means we are taxing $18.2 
million below the maximum 
allowed by Proposition 2 ½ 

without an override. Right 
now, in Agawam, we are tax-
ing at less than 80% less than 
- 80 cents on a dollar of what 
Proposition 2 ½ allows to tax 
at.”

The MMA, Massachusetts 
Municipal Association, is 
working on a study about 
the impacts of Proposition 2 
½, which refers to the max-
imum amount cities and 

towns can levy raised by tax-
ation (on real estate and per-
sonal property) can increase 
each year. 

Johnson continued, “One 
of their findings is only about 
30% of the communities in 
Massachusetts have any levy 
capacity, which means 70% 
are taxing at the full amount 
that Proposition 2 ½ allows 
them to tax at. So, I bring this 

point up because it shows 
how conservative the lead-
ership in Agawam has been 
over the last few decades. We 
have the second lowest aver-
age single-family tax bill in 
the area. We have the lowest 
combined water sewer rates 
in the area. We’re still a com-
munity that provides full-ser-
vice without fees. So, take 
those into consideration and 

understand that we are tax-
ing at less than 80% of what 
Proposition 2 ½ allows us to 
tax us without an override, 
that says a lot about how you 
do your jobs and how we do 
ours. There were some mi-
nor personnel changes on 
the town’s side of the budget. 
We eliminated the Assistant 

Agawam City Council presented with budget for fiscal year 2026 

VOTING   ❙   page 12

BUDGET  ❙   page 12
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORKLOINS CUT FREE  .................................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 

$222

lb

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP
CHULETA KAN KAN .............. $399

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN LEG 1/4 40 LB. BOX ...
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

POLSKA KIELBASA 
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ 

$399
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
71/90 CT 1 LB. BAG ............................

ea

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

$464

$188
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SARA LEE

COOKIES & CREAM WHIPPED 
CHEESECAKE 24 OZ ....................... ea

$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$899
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FRESH GREAT BLUE

CRAB MEAT
COOKED CLAW 1 LB CAN ...............

USDA INSP. 
FRESH STOREMADE

KABOBS

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............$335

USDA INSP. 
KAYEM NATURAL CASING
JUMBO HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX 

$777

ea

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED
BONELESS CHICKEN
THIGHS ....................................

$369

SALE DATES: 6/12/25-6/18/25

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN STORE MADE

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1569

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$1999
ea

GREAT ON THE GRILL Beef 
$799 

Chicken
$599

lb lb

$199

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK
PORK RIBS .........................

$6945
box

$499
lb

$366
lb

lb

HappyHappy

Museum to offer passport series

Library summer activities continue this month
AGAWAM – June is an ex-

citing time at the Agawam 
Library. Library staff are 
busy preparing for our annu-
al Summer Reading Program 
which will begin on Monday, 
June 23 and run through Fri-
day, Aug. 8. We are excited to 
offer summer reading for all 
ages, so stay tuned for later 
this month when we kick off 
“Level Up at Your Library”. 
This summer, the library en-
courages everyone to reach 
new heights with reading, 
gaming and trying new chal-
lenges. Adults can partic-
ipate in fun programs and 
earn prizes just for reading. 
In the meantime, the library 
is ready for summer and all 
the celebrations that come 
in the month of June

Tea & Trivia returns on 
Tuesday, June 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

and Wednesday, June 18 at 
2:30 p.m. in the Clini Com-
munity Room. Get ready 
to have your wits matched 
and enjoy a nice cup of hot 
or iced tea! Please note that 
our trivia sessions are for 
ages 18 and older and regis-
tration is required. Our June 
Library Tech Sessions will 
feature all the information 
you need to use Beanstack 
- the online reading tracker 
that we’ll be using for our 
summer reading challenge. 
Participants can register for 
either session: Wednesday, 
June 18 at 6:30 p.m. or Tues-
day, June 24 at 10 a.m. Par-
ticipants are asked to bring 
whichever mobile device 
you are most comfortable 
using. 

Join us for our summer 
reading kick-off on Monday, 

June 23 at 5:30 p.m. Join us 
for fun and games for all 
ages, including a host of in-
door and outdoor games, 
weather permitting. We will 
have yard games, a puzzle 
race, a mobile arcade, board 
games, and a visit from the 
Moolicious ice cream truck! 
Be one of the first to sign up 
to participate in summer 
reading and begin working 
toward the goal of achiev-
ing a collective 5,000 hours 
of reading while earning 
chances to win a variety 
of great raffle prizes. Level 
up your brain and level up 
your game this summer at 
the Agawam Public Library! 
This event is for all ages and 
no registration is necessary.

The Library Writers 
Group will meet on Thurs-
day, June 26 at 6 p.m. in the 

Peirce Conference Room. 
The virtual author line-up 
for June features three excel-
lent authors, starting with 
Smithsonian Scientists Bri-
an Gratwicke and Dr. Gina 
Della Tonga on Wednesday, 
June 4 at 2 p.m. This will be 
an informative and fun dis-
cussion of the Smithsonian’s 
book, Extinctopedia. Best-
selling thriller writer Lisa 
Jewell will introduce readers 
to her new book, Don’t Let 
Him In on Tuesday, June 10 
at 2 p.m. And children’s au-
thor Katherine Applegate 
will talk to viewers about 
her heartwarming novel, 
Odder on Tuesday, June 24 
at 4 p.m. Please note that 
these author talks will be 
held virtually. More infor-
mation and registration can 
be found by visiting: https://

libraryc.org/agawamlibrary
Join world sailor Amy 

Alton on a voyage around 
the globe and Level Up your 
Travel. On Monday, June 
30 at 6:30 p.m. in the Clini 
Community Room, the li-
brary welcomes Amy Alton 
for a presentation on her 
world travels. From 2014-
2024 she lived on a sailboat 
full time with her husband, 
traveling tens of thousands 
of miles and visiting dozens 
of countries. If you’ve ever 
wondered what it would be 
like to cast off the lines and 
set sail into the sunset, Amy 
will talk about the highs and 
the lows about setting off to 
sea. She’ll share photos and 
stories from her trip and the 
romance books that were 
inspired by her adventures 
and written under the pen 

name Liz Alden. Please reg-
ister for this event. 

Registration for adult 
programs is open now. Reg-
istration for the Summer 
Reading Challenge will open 
on 

June 23. Please visit our 
online calendar at www.aga-
wamlibrary.org  to register, 
or call the Information Desk 
at (413) 789-1550 X4. Our 
programs are often support-
ed by the Agawam Center 
Library Association. Please 
note that the library will be 
closed on Thursday, June 19 
for the observance of June-
teenth. Please note that our 
last Saturday will be June 
7. We will be closed on Sat-
urdays during the summer. 
Please visit our website for 
more information www.aga-
wamlibrary.org. 

HOLYOKE – Take a trip to 
Wistariahurst Museum this 
summer for our Summer 
Passport Series at Sensory 
Friendly Sunday Fundays. 
We have an array of themed 
Sunday Fundays that will de-
light the whole family visit 
after visit. Wistariahurst vis-
itors will get their own pass-
port that will be stamped at 
every event. Guests will get 
rewarded prizes based on 
how many stamps they col-
lect by the end of the Sum-
mer Passport Series. From 
toys, to coloring books, to 
limited Wistariahurst mer-
ch, you don’t want to miss 
earning a prize! Aiming for 
the biggest prize? Make sure 
to visit Wistariahurst during 
each of the following Sun-
day Funday events:

June 8, June 22, July 13, 
July 27, Aug. 10, Aug. 24, 
Sept. 7, and Sept. 21 all from 
12 to 3 p.m. Each day fea-
tures a different events from 
Celebrate Pride and June-

teenth to Garden Grooves 
and Dino Days.

Each of these events has 
unique activities and op-
portunities for engagement. 
From Drag Storytime at 
Celebrate Pride, to a Dino 
Dance Party at Dino Days, 
there’s something new ev-
ery visit. Sunday Fundays 
are designed for guests of 
all ages, with our friends 
with sensory sensitivities in 
mind. Throughout the first 
floor, children will be able to 
interact with fine motor ac-
tivities, puzzles, and board 
games to engage with and 
enjoy. Gross motor activi-
ties like hula hoops, hop-
scotch, and bounce balls 
will get everyone moving 
and grooving. Need to take 
a break from the energy? 
A low sensory area will be 
available to guests as well. 
Throughout the first floor, 
guests can also interact 
with activities such as our 
Where’s Winston scavenger 

hunt. During your self-guid-
ed tour, keep your eyes open 
for our lethargic, little lion. 
Take a picture or selfie with 
him and show your picture 
to our front desk attendant 
to get an exclusive Winston 
sticker.

Our Sensory Friendly 
Sunday Fundays provide an 
excellent opportunity for 
families with sensory sen-
sitivities to experience our 
museum in a relaxed envi-
ronment at their own pace. 
Wistariahurst is thrilled to 
host these open hours, al-
lowing families to explore, 
discover, and connect with 
our museum. This is why 
these events will be free and 
accessible to the public for 
all to enjoy. The first event 
of the Sunday Funday Pass-
port Series is right around 
the corner. Join us Sunday, 
June 8 for Celebrate Pride. 
Pack your bags, pick up your 
passport, and start collect-
ing stamps- and memories.

Prior to the Memorial Day holiday, The Agawam High School girls lacrosse program helped 
place over 10,000 flags at the Agawam Veterans Cemetery. Coach Taylor DeGeorge, a first-
year coach at Agawam and former player, led her group on the volunteer effort.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

St. John the Evangelist Church to 
host a ‘Women of Grace’ Session

AGAWAM – Women in 
the Diocese of Springfield, 
Massachusetts are invited to 
attend an information ses-
sion for an upcoming “Wom-
en of Grace” group study. The 
non-committal information 
session will be held Thurs-
day, June 19, 6:30 p.m., in the 
parish center at St. John the 
Evangelist Church, 833 Main 
Street, Agawam. For more in-

formation, contact the par-
ish office at 413-786-8105, or 
sje.parishsecretary@gmail.
com.

More about this program:
Full Of Grace: Women 

And The Abundant Life - 
Are you looking for a group 
study that would help to af-
firm your dignity and voca-
tion as a daughter of God? 
The Women of Grace Foun-

dational Study was devel-
oped by Johnnette Benkovic 
Williams who has an EWTN 
(Eternal Word Television 
Network) program of the 
same name (www.womenof-
grace.com).

This nine-week study will 
be held at St. John the Evan-
gelist Church July 10 through 
Sept. 11, 6:30 p.m. at St. 
John’s.

Grange holding Strawberry 
Shortcake luncheon

AGAWAM – Celebrat-
ing 100 years, Communi-
ty Grange #382 of Feeding 
Hills will hold a Strawberry 
Shortcake Luncheon “to-go” 
on Saturday, June 21.  The 
Grange Hall is located at 47 
North West Street in Feeding 
Hills.  Pick-up hours will be 
11 a.m. until 1 p.m.

The menu will consist 
of a freshly made sandwich 
of your choice served with 

macaroni salad and baked 
beans.  Dessert will be a 
strawberry shortcake and a 
beverage will also be includ-
ed.

Donation is $12.00.
Please pre-order your 

meal(s) by calling (413) 789-
2061. The last day for orders 
is June 18.

Proceeds will benefit 
2025 community projects 
and building fund.

Holyoke Community to host 
Fourth of July fireworks

HOLYOKE – The City of 
Holyoke will be hosting the 
annual Fourth of July fire-
works on Friday, June 27 
(with a rain-date of June 29). 
The event will take place 
on the grounds of Holyoke 
Community College, at 303 
Homestead Avenue.

Vendors interested in 
taking part in the event 
should contact the Parks 
and Recreation Department 
before June 13, for a permit 
application at 413-322-5620.

We encourage everyone 
to come early to enjoy the 

music and food from a va-
riety of vendors as well as 
many children’s activities. 
The event begins at 6 p.m., 
with the fireworks display 
scheduled to start at dusk.

Many of the streets 
around the college will close 
early, please plan for alter-
nate routes. We are current-
ly searching for volunteers, 
please call the Mayor’s Of-
fice at 413-561-1600. If you 
are planning to bring your 
dog to the fireworks, the dog 
must be always kept on a 
leash.

Girls lacrosse supports veterans



June 12, 2025    ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 3

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

Read the Agawam Advertiser News online at 
www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

Sheriff’s Office celebrates 
new training program

LUDLOW – The Hamp-
den County Sheriff ’s Office 
(HCSO) recently hosted a 
celebration of the Emerge 
Career tech-driven Com-
mercial Driver’s License 
(CDL) Training Program at 
HCSO’s All-Inclusive Sup-
port Services (AISS) facili-
ty in Springfield. The event 
honored the accomplish-
ments of justice-involved 
individuals who trans-
formed their lives through 
their CDL training. 

The Emerge Career CDL 
Program, made possible 
through funding from Gov-
ernor Maura Healey’s Com-
monwealth Corporation, is 
one of the few in the nation 
that provides incarcerated 
individuals with the oppor-
tunity to receive fully ac-
credited commercial driv-
ing instruction while still 
in custody, allowing them 
to step directly into careers 
upon release. Due to the 
high demand for licensed 
CDL drivers in logistics, 
delivery, and construction 
industries, participants in 
the program often secure 
high-paying employment 
offers with starting salaries 
ranging from $65,000 to 
$85,000 annually. 

Since its establishment, 
the Emerge Career CDL 
Training Program has 
graduated more than 200 
individuals across several 
states, and over 94% have 
gained employment within 
90 days of completion. The 
program’s public-private 
partnership reduces recid-
ivism, strengthens families, 

and fills critical labor short-
ages.

“The Emerge Career 
tech-based CDL Program 
is proof that when you in-
vest in people and believe 
in second chances, the re-
sults are transformative, 
not just for the individuals, 
but for our entire commu-
nity. These graduates are 
leaving with more than a li-
cense – they’re leaving with 
purpose, opportunity, and a 
path to long-term success,” 
said Sheriff Nick Cocchi. 

Sheriff Cocchi, Emerge 
Career co-founders Uzo-
ma “Zo” Orchingwa and 
Gabriel “Gabe” Saruhashi, 
as well as Massachusetts 
State Representatives Shir-
ley Arriaga, Brian Ashe, and 
Carlos González attended 
the event, all commenting 
on the life-changing oppor-
tunities the program pro-
vides. 

“The Emerge model 
demonstrates how AI- and 
software-powered voca-
tional training, paired with 
supportive coaching, trans-
parent processes, and di-
rect job placements, can 
transform lives and build 
sustainable careers at 
scale,” said Orchingwa. 

Honored at the event 
were two graduates who 
spoke about their experi-
ences with the Emerge CDL 
program. The graduates 
spoke of their ability to take 
care of themselves and their 
families as a result of the 
program, emphasizing the 
crucial opportunity for re-
demption. One of the grad-

uates, who arrived in a trac-
tor-trailer, shared how the 
program had transformed 
his life. 

“When someone walks 
out of our care and custody 
with the skills and certifica-
tion to earn a solid, honest 
living – often upwards of 
$70,000 a year – it funda-
mentally changes the tra-
jectory of their life. It breaks 
the cycle of incarceration by 
replacing desperation with 
stability and pride. That’s 
how you reduce recidivism. 
That’s how you build safer, 
stronger communities,” said 
Sheriff Cocchi. 

The Sheriff ’s Office’s 
partnership with Emerge 
Career demonstrates the 
ongoing commitment to 
providing innovative reen-
try and vocational training 
opportunities that provide 
justice-involved individuals 
the skills necessary for suc-
cessful reintegration. 

For more information 
about the Emerge Career 
CDL Training Program at 
HCSO, visit https://hcso-
ma.org/emerge-career-cdl-
training-program-at-hcso/. 

to complete. 
Eversource will send a 

letter to customers whose 
meters are being upgraded 
to the latest technology in 
the next few months, and all 
customers will be notified 
several times in advance of 
work to install their new 
smart meter.

 Learn more about Ever-
source’s transition to the 
modern power grid of the 
future.

Support 
Agawam Boys Track! 

Our Agawam High School 
Boys 4x100 Relay Team 

is headed to the 
Adidas Nationals in 

Greensboro, NC 
 June 20–22, 2025!

These hardworking athletes have broken school records 
and earned their place on the national stage. 

Now they need your help to get there!
We’re raising funds for 

registration, travel, lodging, and uniforms.

Every dollar helps our team compete
 and represent Agawam with pride!

Please Donate & Share: 
https://gofund.me/5df3e958

Thank you for supporting local athletes!

Senior Center announces 
more activities for June

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Senior Center will be hold-
ing the following activities 
and events in the coming 
weeks:

Hampden County 
Sheriff Triad Division 

Educational Seminar
Thursday, June 12 at 1 

p.m. in the Seminar Hall
The Hampden County 

Sheriff ’s Office Triad Divi-
sion is one way we are work-
ing proactively to help our 
senior neighbors stay safe 
and stay educated.  Join us 
to learn about the free and 
tangible programs we offer 
to our community.

Senior Center 
Brainstorming Session

Tuesday, June 17 at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Dining Hall

Senior Center Staff, 
Friends of the Agawam Se-
nior Center, Agawam Coun-
cil On Aging, and Agawam 
Media are pulling together 
resources to better serve 
Senior Center members 
with future programs and 
events.  Please join us for 
this important session as 
your input is vital in help-
ing us understand the wants 
and needs of our members.  
The Brainstorming Session 

will be held on June 17 at 
5:30 p.m. in the Dining Hall.  
Each of the four previously 
mentioned groups will give 
a brief introduction of their 
involvement, purpose, and 
commitment, to the Senior 
Center followed by Q&A and 
an exchange of ideas with 
those in attendance.  Please 
plan to attend and help us to 
truly put our best foot for-
ward to make this a Senior 
Center worthy of your con-
tinued membership.

Coffee and Chats with 
Mayor Johnson

Wednesday, June 18 at 10 in 
Friends Coffee Shop

Join Mayor Johnson in the 
Friends Coffee Shop at 10 
a.m. for all the latest and up 
to date information regard-
ing the beautiful Town of 
Agawam and Feeding Hills.

Coffee Talk With 
Veterans - Coffee Shop 

Wednesday, June 18 at 1 p.m. 
in the Friends Coffee Shop

Are you a Veteran? We 
here at the Agawam Senior 
Center would like to offer 
you a space to have a coffee 
or tea on us. Come alone or 
bring a buddy. We would 
love to get to know you.

The Dementia 
Experience

Monday, June 23 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in Seminar Hall
The Dementia Experi-

ence is a powerful, 30-min-
ute interactive training us-
ing sensory modification. 
Participants will engage in 
typical daily activities while 
encountering what it feels 
like to live with dementia. 
Stephanie Schellenger MHS, 
CDP the Memory Care Pro-
gram Director from Heritage 
Woods will be here at the 
Senior Center to conduct 
this educational experience. 
Please call Kristina to regis-
ter for a time slot.

Forastiere Pre-Planning 
Presentation Lunch and 

Learn
Wednesday, June 25 from 
12 to 1:30 p.m. in the 

Veterans Hall
Join Forastiere Funer-

al Home for a lunch and 
learn. We will have a pizza 
lunch and dessert as you 
dive further into the bene-
fit of pre-planning services 
for your future and peace of 
mind. 

Please call Kristina at 
413-726-2836 by Friday, June 
20, 2025 to register for this 
event.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Opportunities in technology

The EASTEC/SME student affiliated manufacturing event at the Eastern 
States Exposition gave Agawam students in the Manufacturing/Engineering 
pathway the opportunity to make connections with more than fifty industry 
leaders and explore the latest in manufacturing technology.

ACAA announces new exhibit at Cooper’s
AGAWAM – Celebrat-

ing 100 years, Community 
Grange #3 AGAWAM – A 
new art exhibit is on dis-
play at Cooper’s Commons, 
159 Main Street, Agawam.

The exhibit, sponsored 
by the Agawam Communi-
ty Artists and Artisans, will 
be on display throughout 
the summer.

The ACAA is an Aga-
wam art group consisting 
of many professional art-
ists and artisans who par-

ticipate in quality juried 
art shows and galleries.  
The group conducts the 
Pioneer Valley Art Festi-
val each year in August, 
attracting visitors from 
throughout out the region.   

The art is displayed in 
the historic building of 
Cooper’s Commons on 
all floors and in all of the 
quaint rooms.  

This art show depicts 
scenes of tobacco barns, 
whimsical farm animals, 

and covered bridges in oil, 
acrylic, lithographs and 
watercolor. All of the art 
is beautifully framed and 
would look wonderful in 
any style home.

Proceeds from any sold 
art goes directly to the art-
ist.

For further information 
please contact Ceil Rossi 
at (413) 207-1247 or email 
tocarefree2@hotmail.com 
or contact the artist listed 
on the art.
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Guest Column

I was “late” planting 
my bush beans this 
year, at least accord-
ing to the calendar. 
But with the gar-
den being under 
water for awhile 
and then mucky 
for days on end, this 
past week was the 
first time conditions 
were favorable.

We want to grow a lot of 
beans this year. The kids like 
them steamed, then stir-
fried with garlic. My hope it 
to have lots of them to freeze, 
and to do that it will require 
multiple plantings. 

Bush beans are a good 
example of a vegetable that 
works well as a succession 
crop. What that means is 
that they can be sown mul-
tiple times throughout the 
summer. 

Why? Because unlike 
most other vegetables, beans 
produce less than 8 weeks 
from sowing, are not finicky 
about heat, and as long as 
you have full sun and aver-
age garden soil they can be 
grown with relative ease.  

Consider making addi-
tional sowings of this versa-
tile vegetable now before you 
get busy with the harvest. 
That way you can enjoy a 
continuous supply all sum-
mer long.

You might still refer to 
snap or bush beans as “string 
beans” even though the 
tough strings that connect-
ed the two halves of the pod 
were bred out of the snap 
bean beginning in 1884 with 
Calvin N. Keeney’s introduc-
tion of the Stringless Refugee 
Wax Bean. 

Today’s modern stringless 
beans are a result of those 
early breeding efforts.

All types of beans require 
warm soil in which to ger-
minate; 60 degrees at least. 
White seeded varieties are 
especially picky about soil 
temperatures.  

Black and tan seeds reg-
ulate moisture intake more 
effectively, and therefore are 
less likely to rot in cool, wet 
soils. If you want to gamble 
with an early sowing, sow 
these instead.  

Many seed companies 
even tell you the seed color 
in a description. Usually by 
May 20 the ground is warm 
enough to sow all types of 
beans. 

Succession plantings 
can be made every 10 days 
through July 30.  After that 
it is unlikely that plants will 
produce a viable crop before 
frost hits.  

Rather than sowing bean 
seeds in rows, I make good 
use of garden space by plant-
ing them in a four-foot wide 
block. Anything wider than 
four feet would make it dif-
ficult to reach in among the 
plants to harvest.   

If soil has been turned 
over or rototilled first it is 
easy to simply place the bean 
seeds on top of the soil four 
inches apart and push them 
into the ground with your 
index finger, up to the first 
knuckle. Pat the surface of 
the soil with your palm to 
firm, and water well. Germi-

nation will take place in a 
week to 10 days.  

It is good prac-
tice not to work 
among the plants 

after a rain-
storm or in the 
early morn-

ing when dew is 
present. Touching wet 
foliage can encourage 

diseases and spread 
them from plant to plant.  

When the foliage is dry 
you will want to be on the 
look out for the Mexican 
Bean Beetle.  A bit larg-
er than ladybugs, and all 
brown, these pests and their 
fuzzy yellow larvae can deci-
mate a stand of bean plants. 
Vigilance is the key.  

If squashing bugs isn’t 
for you, dropping them into 
soapy water will also do 
them in. Try planting mari-
golds nearby to deter them. 

I have also found through 
experience that subsequent 
sowings are best sited away 
from one another. It will take 
the beetles a longer time to 
find the new plants than if 
they are planted side by side.

Harvest beans when 
they are still relatively thin.  
Depending on the variety, 
pods can average five to sev-
en inches long at maturity. 
When inner seeds start to 
swell and fatten up the bean 
they aren’t nearly as tasty.  

As mentioned, bumper 
crops are possible, and 
sometimes it may be difficult 
to keep up with the harvest. 
One variety known especial-
ly for its holding power is 
Jade. Beans from this variety 
retain a deep green color and 
sport thin pods.  

I have also enjoyed grow-

Bush beans are a great succession
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Social Security questions
asked over coffee

To the Editor:
On April 27, people of 

all ages gathered at West 
Springfield United Method-
ist Church for the annual 
Agawam/West Springfield 
CROP Hunger Walk. It was 
a good day for a communi-
ty event that raised funds to 
fight hunger both locally and 
around the world. The CROP 
Planning Committee’s goal to 
raise $10,000 was surpassed! 

As of this writing, $11,400 
has been donated. The num-
ber of walkers also exceeded 
expectation - over 70 people 
showed up to help end hun-
ger, one step at a time.

Agawam Congregational, 
Feeding Hills Congregation-
al, First Congregational West 
Springfield, Grace Lutheran 
Church, St. David’s Episco-
pal and West Springfield 
United Methodist churches 

all contributed both walk-
ers and funds. Cub Pack 570 
from WS United Methodist 
Church participated, and a 
dozen children enjoyed play-
ing at the newly construct-
ed playground behind Bagg 
Brook Trail. Members of the 
West Springfield High School 
Class of 1975 and people 
from the community also 
signed up to walk.

The West Springfield Li-

on’s Club provided lunch 
to participants at the rally 
prior to the walk. Grace Lu-
theran’s Back Row Bank pro-
vided joyous music. Painted 
rocks were provided by St. 
David’s Sunday School kids 
and First Church’s Care Team 
and Youth Group. Door prize 
baskets were provided by 
Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church and the Parish Cup-
board.

Our gratitude goes out to 
all participants and the two 
communities that take part 
in this annual event. Raising 
awareness about the needs 
of our neighbors near and far 
reaps benefits for all.

In thanksgiving,
Diana Forfa
Coordinator

Agawam/West Springfield 
CROP Hunger Walk 

Thanks to those who took part in CROP Walk
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Dear Rusty: 
My coffee conversations 

among a group of friends 
have resulted in several 
questions about Social Se-
curity. 

1. What happens to the 
Social Security account of 
someone who dies before 
retirement age. What hap-
pens to that money and 
where does it end up?  

2. How does the de-
creased birth rate of the 
USA affect future Social Se-
curity benefits?  

3. Is a person, who has 
never contributed to the 
Social Security System enti-
tled to any benefits from the 
Social Security Administra-
tion?  

4. Is there a central lo-
cation online that a person 
can access that explains the 
history and current status 
of the Social Security Sys-
tem, that explains all of it in 
simple terms. I would like to 
be able to give this location 
to people I talk with about 
Social Security. 

Most of the articles 
we read are like slogging 
through mud. I enjoy AMAC 
articles and am college edu-
cated, but the average read-
ing level in the U.S. is less 
than sixth grade. Thank you 
for considering these ques-
tions. 

Signed: Curious Reader 
  

Dear Curious: 
Thank you for your read-

ership and I’ll be happy to 
tackle your “over coffee” 
questions about Social Se-
curity. 

1. Social Security is a “pay 
as you go” program, where 
all money collected from 
workers is used to pay ben-
efits for all those, who are 
currently receiving Social 
Security. In other words, all 
money contributed is used 
to pay benefits to others al-
ready receiving benefits. It 
is not put into a separate ac-
count for each person and 
that is a good thing. Most 
people get more from Social 
Security than they ever con-
tributed, but benefits are 
paid for life, regardless of 
how long one lives. The spe-
cific answer to your ques-
tion is that if someone dies 
before retirement age, the 
money contributed has al-
ready been used to pay ben-
efits to others. Keep in mind 
though, that a surviving 
spouse or minor or disabled 
adult child may also collect 
benefits on a deceased per-
son’s Social Security record. 

2. The decreasing birth 
rate in the U.S. hurts Social 
Security. That’s because 
fewer babies mean fewer 
future workers contribut-
ing to the Social Security 
program. FYI, in 1950 there 
were about 15 workers con-
tributing to SS for every one 
person collecting benefits, 

but today there are less than 
three workers for each SS 
beneficiary. That problem is 
exacerbated by the steadily 
increasing U.S. life expec-
tancy. Beneficiaries are now 
often collecting SS benefits 
for decades from a program 
designed to pay benefits for 
only a few years. 

3. Only those who have 
worked and contributed 
to Social Security through 
payroll taxes for about 10 
years (40 quarters of SS 
credit) are eligible to col-
lect SS Retirement benefits. 
However, some dependent 
spouses and/or dependent 
minor or dependent dis-
abled children who have 
never worked might also 
be eligible for benefits from 
the worker’s Social Securi-
ty record. Along with each 
U.S. state, the SSA also ad-
ministers another program, 
known as Supplement Secu-
rity Income, on behalf of the 
federal government. How-
ever, federal “SSI” benefits 
are not paid with Social Se-
curity funds. “SSI” is a sep-
arate government benefit 
program, with federal ben-
efits paid from the general 
U.S. Treasury. 

4. There are lots of plac-
es to get information about 
Social Security, but I sug-
gest you start at our AMAC 
Foundation Social Security 
information website, which 
can be found at www.so-
cialsecurityreport.org. Here 
you will find numerous ar-
ticles about Social Security, 
retirement, Medicare, etc., 
as well as all the Ask Rusty 
articles I have published 
weekly over the last 8 years. 
You can also find excellent 
Social Security informa-
tion on our AMAC Foun-
dation main website, www.
amacfoundation.org. And, 
of course, you can always 
ask any questions you have 
via email to SSAdvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Or, if 
you prefer, you can just call 
us on 1-888-750-2622 if you 
have questions about Social 
Security or about Medicare 
enrollment.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

Purchase a photo 
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com/photo-request
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Racquet sports 

association
  4. Places to sleep
  8. Native American 

tribe
 10. Small platforms
 11. Egg shape
 12. Running out
 13. French painter
 15. Some are “of the 

Caribbean”
 16. Painful intestinal 

problem
 17. More irritated
 18. Prove yourself
 21. Catch
 22. Supplement with 

difficulty
 23. American 

automotive giant
 24. Form of “to be”

 25. Boxing’s GOAT
 26. Peyton’s little 

brother
 27. Eli’s big brother
 34. Capable of 

producing
 35. Reproductive 

structures in fungi
 36. Allowed to go 

forward
 37. Smiles
 38. Arteries
 39. VVV
 40. Win a series 

without losing a 
game

 41. This (Spanish)
 42. Opposites of 

beginnings
 43. Germanic 

mythological god

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Consisting of 

uncombined 
atoms

  2. Island country
  3. Heavenly body
  4. Caribbean 

island
  5. Copyread
  6. A place to eat
  7. Drops down
  9. Native group of 

Alaska
 10. Engage in
 12. “Desperate 

Housewives” lane
 14. Thyroid-

stimulating 
hormone

 15. Foot (Latin)
 17. A place to bathe
 19. Animosities

 20. Partner to 
cheese

 23. Venus __, plant
 24. A donation
 25. Pokes holes in 

the ground
 26. Midway between 

northeast and 
east

 27. Looked into
 28. Not young
 29. Annoy constantly
 30. Something one 

can strike
 31. Most glacial
 32. Ten less than 

one hundred
 33. Idle talker
 34. Has moved 

through the air
 36. Container for 

shipping
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ing French beans “Haricot 
Verts” because they are very 
long and thin, never tough.

Fresh beans are easy to 
freeze. Blanch in boiling wa-
ter for three minutes then 
plunge into ice water until 

cooled.  Air-dry thorough-
ly, pack in plastic bags, and 
place in the freezer.  Easy 
breezy.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held 

the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.    
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COLLEGE NOTES

STCC announces 
spring 2025 Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD – Spring-
field Technical Community 
College announces students 
who were named to the 
spring 2025 dean’s list.

Published each semes-
ter, the STCC dean’s list rec-
ognizes excellence in aca-
demic performance. To be 
considered, degree-seeking 
students must earn 12 or 
more college level credits in 
the current semester, or a 
total of 12 or more combined 
college-level credits earned 
during the fall and spring se-
mesters, and achieve a 3.3 or 
above grade point average.

Student names are listed 
under the towns or cities in 
which they reside.

Agawam
Abdullah Atwan Rajee, 

Allison F Cohen, Amal Has-
sanein, Ashbala Khan, Bric-
kelle C Leitl, Brody Aaron 
Robbins, Carianne Haluch, 

Emin Olgun, Evelina Lapso-
va, Grant Steven Lanier, Hai-
ley Ouellette, Holly Buffam, 
Isabel Laurie Clarke, Joseph 
Christian Higgins, Joseph 
Wesley Brewster, Joshua 
Nathaniel Joubert, Juliana 
Madison Sheehan, Katherine 
Felicia Baulkman, Kaylish M 
Lopez, Kevin Pirogov, Krys-
ten Paquette, Laura Ostas, 
Lena Oliyevskaya, Lilivette 
Denise Colon, Liliya Sereda, 
Magdalena Ostas, Melissa 
Harrington, Nicholas Taylor 
Skorupski, Nicole J Stefano, 
Oksana Morgun, Peter John 
Rochford, Rawand M Alla-
mi, Salman Eshraghi, Samuel 
Ostas, Scott Edward Minal-
ga, Stacey M Ramsdell, Sul-
livan Serafino-Marrin, Thuy 
T Nguyen, Yelena Beaulieu, 
Yolimar Sanchez, Zachary 
Stephen Rivers, Zahide Cure, 
Zuowanna Sadae Pennant

Emmanuel College awards 
degrees to local students

BOSTON – Emmanuel 
College awarded more than 
450 degrees to the Class of 
2025 at the College’s 103rd 
Commencement on May 10.

The following local stu-
dents were awarded degrees:

Delaney Brown of Aga-
wam was awarded a BS in 
Nursing

Jaylee Hiersche of Feeding 
Hills was awarded a MED in 
Education Moderate Disabil-
ities

Local students named to 
Emmanuel 2025 Dean’s List

BOSTON – In recognition 
of their outstanding academ-
ic achievement, Emmanuel 
College has named more than 
850 students to the Dean’s 
List for the Spring 2025 se-
mester. To earn a spot on the 
Dean’s List, Emmanuel stu-

dents must achieve a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher 
for a 16-credit semester. The 
following local students were 
named to the Dean’s List:

Delaney Brown of Aga-
wam, who is majoring in 
Nursing.

Rhode Island students 
make Dean’s List

KINGSTON, RI – The Uni-
versity of Rhode Island is 
pleased to announce that 
several area students have 
been named to its Spring 
2025 Dean’s List. Among 
them are:

Emily Gamelli of Agawam
Marissa Hermans of Aga-

wam 
Madison Hill of Feeding 

Hills
Jack Patterson of Agawam
Nursing.

Registration open for 
many summer programs

AGAWAM – Registration has begun for all of our 
summer programs.  Some of our programs are at full 
capacity. 
Doering PE Academy, C0-Ed Basketball Clinic, Boys La-
crosse Clinic, and Girls Lacrosse Clinic have openings as 
of this week.
Doering PE Academy 
Doering Middle School PE Teachers will offer fun and 
physically engaging activities in a safe structured envi-
ronment fostering fitness, teamwork, and social skills.  
The academy will consist of a variety of games, sports, 
and activities.  Participants need to wear sneakers, 
bring a snack, and plenty of water. 
Session I         	 July 1 through July 3
Session II 	 August 5 through August 7
Days    	 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Location: 	 Doering Middle School Field 
	 & Gym if raining
Ages: 	 Boys and Girls in Grades K - 8  
	 24-25 school year)
Times:              	8 to 11 a.m.
Cost:                 	$100 per person
Registration:  Begins in person and online on Tuesday, 	
	 June 3.
Boys Lacrosse 
Agawam High School Lacrosse Coaches will focus on 
the basic, skills, strategies, and rules of the game in this 
four day program.  
Participants need to bring their own equipment, bring 
a snack, and plenty of water.
Days	 Monday through Thursday
                    	 (Friday will be used as a make-up day if 	
	 needed)
Dates:               July 28 through July 31
Location:     	 AHS Stadium
Ages:             	 Boys in Grades 1 - 8  (24-25 school year)
Times:          	 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Cost: 	 $100 per person
Registration: 	 Begins in person and online on Tuesday, 	
	 June 3.
Girls Lacrosse 
Agawam High School Lacrosse Coaches will focus on 
the basic, skills, strategies, and rules of the game in this 
four day program.  
Participants need to bring their own equipment, bring 
a snack, and plenty of water.
Days 	 Monday through Thursday
         	 (Friday will be used as a make-up day if 	
	 needed)
Dates:             	  August 11 through August 14
Location:  	 AHS Stadium
Ages:         	  Girls in Grades 3 - 8  (24-25 school year)
Times:            	 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Cost:               	 $100 per person
Registration:	 Begins in person and online on Tuesday, 	
	 June 3
Co-Ed Youth Basketball 
American International College (AIC) Men’s Basketball 
Coaches will lead players through a series of drills and 
games that will enhance their ability in the game of bas-
ketball.  Participants need to wear sneakers and bring 
plenty of water.
Days/Dates	  Monday, July 14 through Thursday, 
	 July 17
Location 	 Agawam High School Gymnasium
Session I    	 Ages 7 - 10
Times:            	 9 to 11 a.m.
Limit :           	 35 per session
Session II      	 Ages 11 - 14
Times:             	 12 to 2 p.m.
Limit :         	 35 per session
Cost:                	 $50 per person
Registration: 	 Begins in person and online on Tuesday, 	
	 June 3.

U.S. Rep. Richard Neal 
will be the Keynote speak-
er at The Horace Smith 
Fund 125th Anniversary 
Celebration and Scholar-
ship Awards Ceremony. 
The event will take place 
on Thursday, June 19 at 6 
p.m., at the Carriage House 
of Storrowton Tavern for 
recipients, their parents, 
school counselors, and 
Corporators.  

Scholarships and Fel-
lowships totaling $309,000 
will be awarded to resi-
dents of Hampden County.  
Walter S. Barr Scholarships 
of $12,000 will be given to 
18 graduating high school 
seniors and two students 
currently attending college.  
A Sidney S. Letter Scholar-
ship, named after a recent 
benefactor, will be award-
ed to a college student of 
significant merit. The Wil-
liam R. Rooney Award will 
be granted to a high school 
senior who has received 
special education services.  
Three Walter S. Barr Fel-
lowships of $15,000 will be 
given to students pursuing 
full-time graduate studies.  

The Horace Smith Fund 
was established in 1899 by 

the successful and gener-
ous philanthropist named 
Horace Smith.  He and Dan-
iel Wesson were the found-
ers of Smith & Wesson, 
located in Springfield.  Mr. 
Smith’s will provided that 
the residual of his estate, 
after several bequests to 
relatives and institutions, 
was to be used for public 
purposes at the discretion 
of his executors.  They de-
cided that it should be used 
to help deserving students 
finance their education.

The Walter S. Barr Schol-
arships and Fellowships are 
named for a West Spring-
field businessman, whose 
widow left the bulk of the 
family estate to The Horace 
Smith Fund in 1950.  The 
William R. Rooney Award is 
named for a past Executive 
Director with a desire to as-
sist special needs students.  
All recipients must be resi-
dents of Hampden County.

This year’s scholarship 
recipients who are gradu-
ating seniors are from the 
following high schools: 

Agawam High School: 
Isabella M. Oliveira, Han-
nah M. Parker

Congressman Neal to 
Speak at Walter S. Barr 
Awards Ceremony

STURBRIDGE—This sum-
mer, Old Sturbridge Village, 
New England’s premier liv-
ing history museum, is part-
nering with CowParade, the 
world’s largest public art 
event, to bring history and 
imagination to life with more 
than two dozen, artistically 
decorated cows grazing the 
Village grounds.

The world-renowned 
cows, made of fiberglass and 
weighing 100-pounds, are be-
ing transformed by local art-
ists into creative works of art 
that represent early New En-
gland life, America 250 and 
more. The exhibit will be un-
veiled to the public the week-
end of June 21-22 and will run 
into September, culminating 
with a cattle auction to sup-

port the Museum’s non-profit 
educational programs.

In March, more than 
130 New England artists re-
sponded to the Village’s call 
to create one-of-a-kind cow 
designs with over 261 sub-
missions. Those chosen to 
go “on parade” range from 
revolutionary-inspired cows 
such as the “Bull of Rights” 
to more contemporary mas-
terpieces like, “Salted,” which 
represents a giant stick of 
butter. The selected artists 
will receive a $1,000 hono-
rarium and are now hard at 
work - painting, staining, and 
even knitting their imagina-
tive creations to life.

“By welcoming the inter-
nationally known CowPa-
rade to Massachusetts, we 

hope to bring history to life 
in a creative and unexpected 
way,” said James Donahue, 
President and CEO of Old 
Sturbridge Village. “It is a 
wonderful opportunity to use 
Old Sturbridge Village as an 
open-air gallery to celebrate 
New England artists while of-
fering visitors a truly unique 
experience.”

In addition to seeing the 
one-of-a-kind cows, visitors 
will have the opportunity to 
learn about the importance 
of cattle in early 19th-cen-
tury New England, meet the 
Village’s heritage breed cows 
and oxen (including Devons, 
Shorthorns, and Randall 
Linebacks), and learn about 
the dairying process of the 
past.

The Cows Are Coming Home!
Old Sturbridge Village teams up with World-Renowned CowParade and
regional artists to design an Udderly Moo-ving Experience

Therapy dog to 
visit library

HOLYOKE – Holyoke Pub-
lic Library will host a visit 
from Maki the Therapy Dog. 
He will appear on June 9, 16, 
23, July 7, 14, 21, and 28, Aug. 
18 and 25 from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. on the fourth floor. Call 
for a 15-minute time slot.
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PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rt. 57)
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

Hanging Baskets & Mixed Containers
~ We Accept SNAP and HIP Benefits ~

Strawberries
~ OUR OWN ~

Rhubarb • Asparagus

Vegetable Plants, 
Annuals, Perennials 
Herbs, Geraniums 

Tomato Plants & Roses

CALABRESE FARMSCALABRESE FARMS

Summer Reading for kids and teens 
offered at the Agawam Library

AGAWAM – The Summer 
Reading Challenge at the 
Agawam Library is a seven 
week span full of activities, 
reading, and prizes following 
the theme of Level Up at Your 
Library. That means we are 
embracing all things gaming.

The Summer Reading 
Challenge will begin on Mon-
day, June 23 and end on Fri-
day, Aug. 8. Each week, kids & 
teens can enter raffle tickets 
for prizes and work to secure 
a spot in the Grand Prize Raf-
fle. This year the grand prize 
is a Kindle Fire 7. 

The library is challeng-
ing the entire community to 
work towards logging a to-
tal of 5,000 hours of reading 
during the Summer Reading 
Challenge. You will be able to 
follow our progress by check-
ing out the life-sized game 
board by the Circulation 
Desk. To log your reading 
go to the website agawamli-
brary.beanstack.org.

We will also have lots of 
activities for kids and teens. 
All activities are free and 
open to public. Some events 
require registration. Reg-
istration starts June 16. To 
register go to the website 
agawamlibrary.org, or call 
413-789-1550 ext 3.

The following events are 
happening June 23 to July 
5. To view the full listing of 
Summer Reading events go 
to our website: agawamli-
brary.org

Monday, June 23
Family Take and Make 

Craft – Summer Treat Mag-
net. For kids of all ages. Avail-
able all day while supplies 

last. Drop-in, no registration 
is required.

Kirby Scavenger Hunt – 
For grades 7-12. All Week. 
Stop by the Teen Space any-
time the library is open to 
do this scavenger hunt. Ev-
eryone who completes a 
Kirby Scavenger hunt will 
be entered into a raffle for a 
special scavenger hunt prize, 
separate from the Beanstack 
raffles.

9:30 a.m. Toddler Time – 
For ages 19 m. – 36 m. Drop-
in. Join us for stories, activi-
ties, and playtime.

1 p.m. Pre-K Pals – For 
ages 2 years 9 m. – 5 years 
old. Drop-in, no registration 
is required. Come practice 
the skills you’ll need for Kin-
dergarten. This program is 
provided by Pathways for 
Parents

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Summer 
Reading Kick-Off – For all 
ages. Drop-in, no registration 
is required.

Kick off your summer 
reading with an evening of 
fun and games.

Tuesday, June 24
9:30 a.m. Art & Stories – 

For ages 3-5. Drop-in. Hear 
a story and make a fun art 
project.

3 to 4:30 p.m.– Dungeons 
& Dragons for grades 7-12. 
Registration is required. 
Create your own charac-
ter and journey through a 
magical world full of beauty 
and danger! Join Dungeon 
Master Evan for 7 sessions 
of dice-rolling, roleplaying, 
and imaginative adventur-
ing. No D&D experience? 
No problem! This is a begin-

ner-friendly program.
6 p.m. Poop Museum with 

Susie Maguie – For All ages. 
Registration is required. At 
The Poop Museum, every-
one learns many fantastic, 
fabulous and fun facts about 
human, animal and insect 
poop, many of which truly 
amaze and surprise. At The 
Poop Museum, everyone 
learns A LOT, and some of 
the facts that are shared are 
mind blowing! But The Poop 
Museum is also full of laugh-
ter … because … well … our 
subject is poop and Susie has 
found a wonderful way to 
blend solid science, with the 
hilarity that humans love, 
when it comes to poop.

Wednesday, June 25
Joke Day – For all Ages. All 

Day. Tell a joke to a librarian 
in the Children’s Room and 
get a small prize.

9:30 a.m. Grow, Play & 
Learn – For ages birth – 2 
years old. Drop-in. Stories, 
songs and skill building, led 
by an Early Childhood De-
velopmental trained staff 
member, guiding caregivers 
in strengthening interac-
tions with their child. This 
program is provided by Path-
ways for Parents.

10:30 a.m. Grow, Play & 
Learn – For ages 3 years old 
– 5 years old. Drop-in. Sto-
ries, songs and skill building, 
led by an Early Childhood 
Developmental trained staff 
member, guiding caregivers 
in strengthening interac-
tions with their child. This 
program is provided by Path-
ways for Parents.

Thursday, June 26
Family Take and Make 

Craft – Summer Treat Mag-
net. Available all day while 
supplies last. Drop-in, no reg-
istration is required.

9:30 a.m. Baby Story Time 
– For ages birth – 18 months. 
Drop-in. We will read sto-
ries, sing songs, learn a little 
American Sign Language 
and play together.

6:30 p.m. Family Paint 
Night for grades 1-6. Registra-
tion is required. Join special 
guest Stephanie Gaboury for 
a family friendly paint night. 
This is an acrylic-paint pro-
gram designed for families, 
but welcome to children and 
adults of all ages. Students 
will learn about brush stroke, 
color mixing, gradient blend-
ing, and more as they receive 
step-by-step instructions to 
complete their paintings on 
canvas. 

Friday, June 27
Extra Fun Fridays – All 

Day. For kids of all ages. Kids 
of all ages can stop by the 
Children’s Room anytime on 
Fridays and do special activ-
ities.

9:30 a.m. Grow, Play & 
Learn – For ages birth – 2 
years old. Drop-in. Stories, 
songs and skill building, led 
by an Early Childhood De-
velopmental trained staff 
member, guiding caregivers 
in strengthening interac-
tions with their child. This 
program is provided by Path-
ways for Parents.

10:30 a.m. Grow, Play and 
Learn – For ages 3 years old 
– 5 years old. Drop-in. Sto-
ries, songs and skill building, 

led by an Early Childhood 
Developmental trained staff 
member, guiding caregivers 
in strengthening interac-
tions with their child. This 
program is provided by Path-
ways for Parents.

Monday, June 30
Family Take and Make 

Craft – Hatching Dino Craft. 
For kids of all ages. Available 
all day while supplies last. 
Drop-in, no registration is 
required.

1 p.m. Pre-K Pals – For 
ages 2 years 9 m. – 5 years 
old. Drop-in. Come prac-
tice the skills you’ll need for 
Kindergarten. This program 
is provided by Pathways for 
Parents

Tuesday, July 1
11 a.m. Ready for Kinder-

garten – For ages 3-5. Reg-
istration is required. Come 
practice the skills you’ll need 
for Kindergarten. This pro-
gram is provided by Path-
ways for Parents.

3 to 4:30 p.m. – Dungeons 
& Dragons for grades 7-12. 
Registration is required. 
Create your own charac-
ter and journey through a 
magical world full of beauty 
and danger. Join Dungeon 
Master Evan for 7 sessions 
of dice-rolling, roleplaying, 
and imaginative adventur-
ing. No D&D experience? 
No problem. This is a begin-
ner-friendly program.

6 p.m. Cardboard Drive-
In – For kids entering K-2nd 
grade. Registration is re-
quired. Come create your 
own custom cardboard race 
car while we watch the Super 
Mario Bros Movie! 

Wednesday, July 2
Joke Day – For all Ages. All 

Day. Tell a joke to a librarian 
in the Children’s Room and 
get a small prize.

9:30 a.m. Grow, Play & 
Learn – For ages birth – 2 
years old. Drop-in. Stories, 
songs and skill building, led 
by an Early Childhood De-
velopmental trained staff 
member, guiding caregivers 
in strengthening interac-
tions with their child. This 
program is provided by Path-
ways for Parents.

10:30 a.m. Grow, Play & 
Learn – For ages 3 years old 
– 5 years old. Drop-in. Sto-
ries, songs and skill building, 
led by an Early Childhood 
Developmental trained staff 
member, guiding caregivers 
in strengthening interac-
tions with their child. This 
program is provided by Path-
ways for Parents.

Thursday, July 3
Family Take and Make 

Craft – Hatching Dino Craft. 
For all ages. Available all day 
while supplies last. Drop-in, 
no registration is required.

4:30 p.m. Younger LEGO 
building for kids entering 
K-2nd grade. Registration is 
required. We will have a con-
test to see who can build the 
tallest tower that can hold up 
5 rubber duckies.

If you have questions 
about these programs or 
would like to know more 
about upcoming programs 
for kids & Teens at the Aga-
wam Library please call 
413-789-1550 ext. 3 or email 
Pamela Weingart at pweing-
art@agawamlibrary.org.

BBB: Sponsored ad could be a scam
Sponsored content is ev-

erywhere online. From the 
top results of your search en-
gine to the tempting deal you 
scrolled past on social media 
– it’s hard to avoid.

While most sponsored 
ads are legitimate, some ar-
en’t. Just as real, trustworthy 
businesses can purchase 
sponsored ads to boost their 
content in your search re-
sults or social media feeds, 
so too can scammers that 
create impostor websites.

BBB Scam Tracker contin-
ues to receive reports from 
consumers who are tricked 
into clicking on fake web-
sites that are advertised on 
search engines and social 
media as “sponsored.” These 
scams are not only specific to 
retail websites and merchan-
dise – there are also reports 
of sponsored ads for fake 
passport renewal services, 
healthcare open enrollment 
websites, lost and found ser-
vices, puppies for sale, and 
more.

How the scam works
It starts with a simple 

search. Let’s say you’re look-
ing to buy sneakers, and the 
top result of your search is a 
“sponsored” ad for a retail-

er selling your item. Or, you 
may see a sponsored ad on 
your social media feed for 
the same product.

You click on the link and 
are taken to what appears to 
be a legitimate website. The 
merchandise may even be 
majorly discounted, and you 
think you’re getting a great 
deal. At checkout, you enter 
your personal and financial 
information and make your 
purchase.

At this point, you may 
never receive your merchan-
dise. If you try to contact 
the company’s customer 
support, they may not have 
a record of your purchase, 
making you realize that you 
purchased from a fake web-
site. You may not be able to 
find the original website that 
you purchased from or their 
contact information may be 
disabled.

As mentioned, these 
sponsored ad scams are not 
always tied to fake retail 
websites. One person shared 
their experience on BBB 
Scam Tracker, “I did a [search 
engine redacted] search for 
“Apply Global Entry” and I 
clicked on the first link that 
showed up. I didn’t realize it 
was a sponsored link. I filled 

out all my daughter’s per-
sonal information including 
name, date of birth, address, 
passport information think-
ing I was on the U.S. govern-
ment’s website and realized 
only when I arrived at the 
payment page that this was 
a scam.”

How to avoid sponsored 
ad scams

• No matter what, always 
confirm you are on a legiti-
mate website. Even if a web-
site is sponsored and shows 
up at the top of your search 
results, always confirm that 
you are on the correct website 
before making a purchase or 
entering your personal infor-
mation. Scammers are easily 
able to create lookalike web-
sites that seem like the real 
deal. See BBB’s tips for iden-
tifying a fake website.

• Use caution when mak-
ing purchases through 
social media shops. Some-
times, sponsored ads on so-
cial media platforms take 
you to purchase products on 
the app’s shop. You may not 
be able to tell if the retailer 
or merchandise is legitimate 
through the app’s shop. If 
you’re unsure, you can search 
for the retailer on your own 

and find their real website to 
purchase from. See BBB’s tips 
for buying from social media 
ads.

• Be wary of too-good-
to-be-true deals. Major 
discounts on otherwise ex-
pensive products often trick 
people into purchasing items 
on fake websites. If the deal 
seems too good to be true, it 
probably is. Do a quick search 
to compare prices on other 
sites to get an idea of what 
the item really costs.

• Use BBB to verify busi-
ness information. If you’re 
questioning whether the 
website you’re visiting is an 
impostor site, check with 
BBB.org to find the business’s 
information and verify its 
web address. If you’re not fa-
miliar with the business, you 
can also see if there are any 
customer reviews or com-
plaints listed.

Be proactive and keep 
trusted contact informa-
tion handy. Having official 
websites bookmarked or cus-
tomer service numbers saved 
can help you avoid scams 
when you’re in a hurry and 
searching for a business. See 
BBB’s recommendations for 
what contact information to 
save.

Sacred Heart holding special Mass
AGAWAM – Sacred Heart 

Parish in Feeding Hills will 
be hosting a special Mass in 
honor of St. Anthony of Padua 
on Friday, June 13 at 9 a.m. It 

will include the blessing and 
distribution of the St. Antho-
ny bread and veneration of 
the relic.  All are welcome to 
attend.

Read the Agawam Advertiser News online at 
www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Top-seeded Brownies cruise 
toward semifinals

AGAWAM – Its tough 
under the new state tourna-
ment format for teams from 
Western Massachusetts to 
get especially high seeds in 
the playoffs. But Agawam 
boys volleyball holds the 
No. 1 seed in this year’s Di-
vision 2 state tournament. 
As a result, Agawam has 
now cruised through three 
rounds of tournament play, 

with the latest win coming 
last Friday evening with a 
3-0 sweep of East Longmead-
ow. The Brownies were not 
in any trouble throughout 
the match and moved on to 
the final four. Agawam was 
scheduled to face rival West 
Springfield in the state semi-
finals. Westfield vs. Wayland 
is the other semifinal.

By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com
LUDLOW — The evening 

of May 31 was filled with 
pride, emotion, and celebra-
tion as the Western United 
Pioneers Football Club hon-
ored 37 graduating seniors 
during a special halftime 
ceremony at historic Lu-
sitano Stadium. Held under 
the lights and light rain, the 
event brought together fam-
ilies, coaches, alumni, and 
soccer fans to recognize the 
achievements of student-ath-
letes who have helped shape 
the club’s legacy.

“These individuals have 
been more than just players 

on the field,” said Western 
United Pioneers FC President 
Carlos Chaves in his opening 
remarks. “They have been 
ambassadors of the club and 
pillars of our community. 
Their dedication, passion, 
and sportsmanship have left 
an indelible mark on our or-
ganization.”

The evening’s recognition 
ceremony honored graduat-
ing players from the club’s ju-
nior academy, many of whom 
are continuing their athletic 
careers at the collegiate lev-
el. Chaves emphasized that 
the event was more than a 
send-off, it was a celebration 
of personal growth, com-
mitment, and the role these 

players have played in the 
club’s success.

Among the honorees were 
standout players such as 
Chloe Laizer, Abigail Toom-
ey, and Hudson Manzolini. 
One graduate, Chloe Laizer, 
was even the starting goal-
keeper for the night’s match 
with the New England Muti-
ny, the region’s senior wom-
en’s professional team that 
shares a deep connection 
with the youth academy.

“Most of the women on 
the Mutiny roster are NCAA 
Division I collegiate athletes,” 
Chaves explained. “And 

Western United Pioneers celebrate 37 graduating seniors 

HOLYOKE – The 
Tri-County Baseball League, 
which still contains the best 
quality adult baseball in the 
region, was back in action 
last week. Multi-time cham-
pion PeoplesBank opened up 

their season last Thursday at 
Holyoke’s Mackenzie Stadi-
um and defeated Hilltown 
Tents 15-5. James Flahive 
got the win while catcher 
Pete Hogan homered for the 
Bankers.

Bankers grab win as 
Tri-County opens season

Left: Eric Nazarets gets a set from the back.
Above: Andrei Betranceic gets a long hit from the back line.

Above: Andrei Betranceic gets a long hit from the back line.
Right: Joseph Culhane lunges for a bump.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Those honored had been part of the Pioneers youth program.PIONEERS  ❙   page 9

Cam MacDonald comes up throwing home.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Catcher Pete Hogan slides safely into third.

Cam Rivest catches a fly ball to right.

Dave Clark fields a ground ball to second.

Lefty James Flahive delivers home.

Johnny Gegetskas is safe at home.
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HOLYOKE – It was a great 
day for baseball on Sunday 
afternoon at MacKenzie Sta-
dium, the home of the Valley 
Blue Sox. Valley took on the 
Ocean State Waves in what 
was a close game.

Ocean State’s shortstop 
Greg Pettay started at the 
plate with a productive at 
bat. Pettay hit a ball in the 
gap towards center field for a 
lead off single. Valley’s catch-
er Cade Carr tried to catch 
the speedy shortstop but he 
missed the throw to second 
allowing Pettay to also steal 
third. The Blue Sox defense 
held strong, not allowing any 
runs in the top of the first de-
spite the error made by Carr.

In the bottom of the first, 
center fielder Tyler Bak kept 
his dominant success at the 
plate and walked in his first 
at bat. Carr was second in 
the lineup for Valley and hit 
a nice single into center field 
to give the Blue Sox two run-

ners on base. Right fielder 
Clay Burdette hit a sacfrice 
pop fly to give the Blue Sox 
a quick 1-0 lead after one in-
ning of play.

Valley had another pro-
ductive inning at the plate 
in the bottom of the third 
thanks to Sebastian Mexico’s 
first homerun of the season 
to extend their lead to 2-0.

The Waves fought back 
and scored their own two 
runs thanks to the leadoff 
batter, right fielder, Ryan Ge-
rety being walked and suc-
cessfully stealing second. 
Blue Sox’s pitcher Jack Levine 
had a wild pitch and Gere-
ty stole third. Center fielder 
Gavin Greger hit a double 
that drove in one run to put 
Ocean State on the board.

Catcher Brandyn Durand 
hit a pop fly to drive in Greger 
to tie the game at two apiece. 
In the bottom of the fourth 
Valley almost jumped back 
out in front but shortstop 

Michael Elko was not able to 
steal home successfully due 
to being hesitant initially 
on his steal. Blue Sox Head 
Coach Endy Morales likes to 
stay aggressive even if it does 
not always workout.

“I want to get starting [op-
posing pitchers] out of the 
game. If we can put pressure 
on early and steal runs on 
their miscues, I want to do 
that,” Morales said. “[Elko] 
hesitated and was not quite 
ready but we’re going to con-
tinue to be aggressive.”

The game remained at 2-2 
until extra innings started in 
the top of the tenth. In extra 
innings in the New England 
Collegiate Baseball League, a 
runner starts on second base 
to start the inning and for the 
Waves that was Kolton Reyn-
olds. Valley’s pitcher Ethan 
Slowik started the inning for 
the Blue Sox. Slowik threw a 
wild pitch and Reynolds was 
able to steal third base easily.

Ocean State’s Left fielder 
Zach Plasschaert hit a nice 
single to drive in Reynolds to 
push the Waves in front 3-2. 
Plasschaert stole second to 
put another runner in scor-
ing position for his team. The 
Blue Sox managed to get one 
out but then Slowik balked, 
leading to two runners on 
base. Slowik’s struggles con-
tinued as he walked yet an-
other batter to load the bases.

Waves’ first baseman Jack 
LaRose hit a pop fly ball for 
the second out of the inning. 
Ocean State did not allow the 
last out to come easy. Slowik 
walked second baseman Sam 
Seidel with the bases load-
ed and the Waves jumped 
out in front by another run 
to make it 4-2. Center field-
er Greger hit a beautiful line 
drive to drive in two more 
insurance runs, helping the 
Waves cruise out in front 6-2. 
Slowik was taken out of the 
game after that hit. Carson 

Walsh came in to pitch for 
Valley and got them out of 
the inning down 6-2. Heading 
into the bottom of the tenth 
would be a tough comeback 
for the Blue Sox.

Ocean State’s pitcher An-
drew Rogovic had his strug-
gles on the mound as first 
baseman Chris Walsh stole 
third. The designated hitter 
for Valley Rees Kozar put up 
a fight in his ten pitch at bat, 
but was eventually walked to 
leave runners on the corner 
bases. The Blue Sox called in 
a pinch hitter for Wyatt Hunt 
which was Nicholas Spaven-
ta. Spaventa had a great at 
bat hitting a single to knock 
in a run to make it a score of 
6-3.

Rogovic had another wild 
pitch allowing runners to ad-
vance to second and third. 
Blue Sox’s Bak was walked a 
third time this game to load 
the bases up yet again for 
Valley. Carr stepped up to the 

plate and was drilled by a fast 
ball to cut the deficit to two 
runs. Left fielder Sebastian 
Mexico reached first base on 
a walk to make the game 6-5.

The Waves saw enough of 
Rogovic and made a pitching 
change to bring in Kayden 
Faulcon. Ocean State was 
able to get one out from Val-
ley before third baseman 
Michael O’Conor was hit by 
a pitch to tie the game at six 
apiece. The shortstop for the 
Blue Sox stepped up to the 
plate. Keeping his calm, cool 
composure, Elko ripped a ball 
out of reach for the Waves 
and walked it off for Valley in 
the bottom of the tenth. The 
Blue Sox head coach was im-
pressed with how his team 
played today. 

“We learn from our mis-
takes, [last night’s 4-3 loss to 
North Shore]. We faced ad-
versity last night but I knew 
we’d learn from it,” Morales 
said.

Valley Blue Sox walk off against Ocean State Waves at Mackenzie Stadium

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds are 
proud to announce the re-
turn of the T-Birds Commu-
nity Caravan, with support 
from MassMutual, marking 
the third annual summer 
tour designed to bring the 
excitement of Thunderbirds 
hockey to communities 
across the region.

This year’s Caravan will 
include three stops through-
out the Greater Springfield 
area during the summer 
months, continuing the ini-
tiative’s mission to keep the 
T-Birds top-of-mind in the 
offseason while deepening 
the team’s connection to lo-
cal families and fans. This 
summer’s Caravan dates are 
as follows:

• Saturday, June 14 - For-
est Park, Springfield – 12 to 
2 p.m.

• Saturday, July 19 - Son-
ny’s Place, Somers, CT - 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m.

• Saturday, August 9 - 
Amelia Park Ice Arena, West-
field - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. *

*The Westfield Communi-
ty Caravan will also feature 
the annual T-Birds Street 
Hockey Tournament on the 
outdoor deck hockey court 
at Amelia Park. The Street 
Hockey Tournament fea-
tures teams of players ages 
9-12. To register your team, 
click here. 

“After a fantastic contin-
uation of the program last 
summer, we’re thrilled to 
bring back the Caravan and 
keep building on its success,” 
said Thunderbirds President 
Nathan Costa. “We’re equal-
ly excited to welcome back 
MassMutual as a partner and 
thank them for embracing 
our mission of being cham-
pions in the community be-
yond the Thunderdome.”

Each free-to-attend event 
will feature appearances by 

Thunderbirds mascot Boom-
er, team staff, and a lively mix 
of interactive games, street 
hockey, family-friendly ac-
tivities, and local vendors. 
Fans can also enjoy delicious 
food options, with each Car-
avan date spotlighting a 
local nonprofit beneficiary, 
helping to raise awareness 
and support for impactful 
community organizations.

“We’re delighted to sup-
port the Springfield Thun-
derbirds not only on the ice 
but also throughout the lo-
cal community,” said Dennis 
Duquette, head of commu-
nity responsibility at Mass-
Mutual and president of the 
MassMutual Foundation. 
“Their caravan provides 
terrific activities for local 
kids and families, and we’re 
proud to be a part of it.”

The Springfield edition of 
the Caravan will be collect-
ing donations benefiting The 
Gray House. Among the re-
quested items are baby food, 
diapers and wipes, school 
supplies, and non-perish-
able food items. The Thun-
derbirds will also be host-
ing food drives at the July 
and August Caravan stops. 
The July Caravan at Sonny’s 
Place will benefit the Enfield 
Food Shelf in Connecticut, 
while the August Caravan in 
Westfield will collect items 
for the Westfield Food Pan-
try.

Additional information 
for all Community Caravans 
will be released in the com-
ing weeks via the Thunder-
birds’ website and social me-
dia channels.

For more information on 
upcoming events, including 
the Community Caravan, 
stay tuned to the T-Birds 
on social media @Thunder-
birdsAHL, or visit the Com-
munity Tab on www.Spring-
fieldThunderbirds.com.

T-Birds bringing back 
Community Caravan

WINCHESTER, NH – 
Once again, Mother Nature 
has forced the Management 
of Monadnock Speedway to 
cancel the Saturday, June 7 
event.

Next event will be on Sat-
urday, June 14 featuring the 

Teddy Bear Pools & Spas Tri-
ple Crown Series and Open 
Track Party.

If Saturday, June 14 rains 
out, the speedway is working 
on approval to hold that race 
on Sunday, June 15.

LUDLOW – The Lions 
Pride Sports Clinics return 
this summer with a dy-
namic lineup of programs 
designed to support youth 
athletic development, foster 
sportsmanship, and prepare 
athletes for competitive suc-
cess. Hosted at Ludlow High 
School, the clinics will run 
from late June through Au-
gust and include offerings 
in basketball, soccer, volley-
ball, beach volleyball, ath-
lete preparation, and track 
& field.

With a strong roster of 
experienced coaches and a 
focus on skill-building, these 
clinics provide athletes from 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade with opportunities 

to grow in a fun, supportive 
environment. Registration is 
now open.

Summer 2025 Clinics In-
clude:

• Basketball Clinic
o Grades: 1st–9th
o Coach: Tim Brillo
o Dates: July 7–11 | 9 a.m. 

to 12 noon
o Fee: $100
• Soccer Clinics – Session 

1 & 2
o Ages: 5–12
o Coach: Greg Kolodiezy
o Session 1: June 23–27 | 9 

a.m. to 12 noon
o Session 2: July 21–25 | 9 

a.m. to 12 noon
o Fee: $100 per session
• High School Volleyball
o Grades: 10–12

o Coach: Ethan Campbell
o Dates: June 24–August 

14 | Tuesdays and Thursdays 
| 6 to 8 p.m.

o Fee: $200
• Volleyball Basics
o Grades: 7–9
o Coach: Ethan Campbell
o Dates: July 8–August 14 

| Tuesdays and Thursdays | 4 
and 6 p.m.

o Fee: $200
• Beach Volleyball
o Grades: 10–12
o Coach: Ethan Campbell
o Dates: June 24–August 

14 | Tuesdays and Thursdays 
(6 to 8 p.m.), Sundays (10 
a.m. to 12 noon)

o Fee: $350
• Athlete Prep
o Grades: 8–12

o Coach: Brian Walsh
o Dates: June 23–August 

7
o Sessions: Monday and 

Thursday at 8 a.m., Monday 
and Wednesday at 10 a.m.

o Schedule subject to 
change

o Fee: $130
• Youth Track and Field
o Grades: K–8
o Coaches: Brian Walsh
o Dates: June 30–August 

11 | Mondays | 5 to 6:30 p.m.
o Fee: $100
All sessions will be held 

at Ludlow High School, fea-
turing high-quality facilities 
and a supportive environ-
ment for young athletes to 
learn and grow.

Lions Pride Sports clinics return this summerRain hurts racing schedule

Turley Publications sports 
department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can 
find our account by search-
ing “turleysports.” We will 
regularly feature samples of 
photos that you will see in 
our publications on a week-
ly basis. Please follow and 

share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be fea-
turing photos from all 11 of 
our sports sections, but as 
always, you can see all the 
photos that appear by sub-
scribing to your local paper 
or picking up a copy in your 
community.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Even though 
the weather was miserable, 
it was still an enjoyable eve-
ning for the New England 
Mutiny players and their 
faithful supporters.

The Mutiny, who scored 
a pair of second half goals, 
defeated the Ole’ Eagles, 2-0, 
in front of a large crowd on a 
rainy night at Lusitano Sta-
dium last Saturday

“It’s always nice to win 
at home,” said Mutiny head 
coach Federico Molinari. “I 
thought we played very well 
tonight, especially during 
the second half.” 

The Mutiny (2-0) began 
the regular season by post-
ing a 4-1 home win over 
Maine Footy two weeks ear-
lier. That match was stopped 
by the referee in the middle 
of the second half due to a 
thunderstorm.

The Ole’ Eagles (0-1), 
who are from Trumbull 

Connecticut, is a first year 
member of United Women’s 
Soccer, which is celebrating 
its tenth season.

A couple of the Mutiny 
players saw their first action 
in the second home match 
of the regular season.

Chloe Laizer, who’s grad-
uating this week from West 
Springfield High School, was 
the starting goalie.

During the second min-
ute of the first half, Alexa 
Pino fired a shot from the 
left side of the box, but Laiz-
er made the diving save keep 
the visiting team off the 
scoreboard.

“This was my first start 
with the Mutiny, and I was a 
little bit nervous before the 
game. I had a lot more confi-
dence after making the early 
save,” said Laizer, who’ll be 
a freshman on the St. Mi-
chael’s College women’ soc-
cer team in the fall. “Playing 
a game in the rain and wind 
is very challenging, especial-
ly as a goalie.” 

Pino, who’ll be a fresh-
man at the University of 
South Carolina in the fall, is 
the two-time Connecticut 
Gatorade Player of the Year.

The Mutiny back-up goal-
ie was Maddie Riley, who’s a 
member of the girls’ varsity 
soccer team at Ludlow High 
School.

Both teams had several 
corner kicks during the first 
half, but the match was still 
scoreless at halftime.

The Mutiny finally broke 
the ice with a corner kick 
goal in the 56th minute.

Avery Galante sent the 
ball into the box from the 
left corner where Maya 
Mathis, who’s a defender, 
sent a shot into the back of 
the net past goalie Emily 
Robinson for her first goal as 
a Mutiny player.

“Avery and I are best 
friends. We used to play on 
a club soccer team together,” 
Mathis said. “My younger 
sister, Sadie, was also on the 
field when I scored my goal, 

so it was very exciting shar-
ing that moment with them.”      

Maya Mathis, who grad-
uated from Acton Boxboro 
Regional High School, was 
a member of the UConn 
women’s soccer team during 
the past two seasons before 
entering the transfer portal. 
She’ll be joining the Univer-
sity of Kansas women’s soc-
cer team this fall.   

“I just wanted to make a 
change and go to a part of 
the country where I’ve never 
been before,” Maya Mathis 
said. “I’m really exited about 
playing soccer at Kansas.”

Sadie Mathis will be play-
ing soccer at Boston College.

About twenty minutes 
later, the Mutiny were given 
a penalty kick following a 
foul inside the box.

Taylor Jenkins, who also 
plays at UConn, put the PK 
into the right corner making 
the score 2-0.

Mutiny return home to record win over Eagles

Left: Laci Lewis looks to deke out an opponent.
Above: Chloe Laizer gets ready to send the ball away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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Chloe, a high school senior, 
started in goal tonight. That 
tells you what kind of talent 
and commitment we’re cele-
brating.”

Founded with the mis-
sion of developing young 
talent, the Western United 
Pioneers program today 
serves around 800 athletes, 
half boys and half girls, from 
ages 4 through high school. 
The program has grown into 
a vital part of the regional 
soccer landscape, nurturing 
talent and fostering commu-
nity spirit.

“Tonight is about all 37 of 
our graduating seniors,” said 
Chaves. “Whether they’re 
going on to play in college 
or moving forward in life in 
other ways, we’re proud of 
them. We want to recognize 
the dedication and passion 
they’ve shown not just to 
the sport, but to our com-
munity.”

Names of all the gradu-
ates were read aloud during 
the halftime ceremony, 
receiving enthusiastic ap-
plause from the packed 
stands. The full list includes:

Katelyn Gilhooly, Cal-
leigh Foley, Avery D’Amour, 
Allison Morris, Mia Car-
valho, Evan Costa, Sophia 
Scyocurka, Brianna Ribeiro, 
Robert Bustamante, Ethan 
Sousa, Eleanor Leland, Co-
lette Thayer, Taylor Colberg, 
Taryn Carriveau, Madeline 
Hockman, Parker Tunley, 
Gabriella Fialho, Lilliana 
Barkyoumb, Derke Lonczak, 
Ryan Baublitz, Madison 
Rathbone, Norah Walsh, 
Nicholas Byrnes, Matthew 
Ryan, Loretta Petrashewicz, 
Carlos David, Thomas Wa-
das, Otis Chuan, Pasquale 
D’Ascoli, Helen Vissas, Ca-
simir Pierre, Chloe Laizer, 
Joey Borelli, Abigail Toomey, 
Ryleigh Remillard, Fallon 
Clancy, and Hudson Man-
zolini.

The evening also marked 
a confluence of tradition 
and celebration. Lusitano 
Stadium, one of the nation’s 
oldest soccer-specific sta-
diums, served as a fitting 
venue for such an occasion. 
Built in the 1920s, the walled 
stadium is home to both 
the Western Mass Pioneers 

(USL League Two) and the 
New England Mutiny (Unit-
ed Women’s Soccer), both of 
which maintain strong ties 
to the junior academy.

“What makes this place 
special is the culture,” said 
Chaves. “It’s intimate, it’s 
family-driven. You’ve got vol-
unteers in the kitchen and at 
the bar. You’ve got local beer 
and Portuguese sandwich-
es being served. It feels like 
home.”

Despite dreary weath-
er earlier in the day, spirits 
remained high following 
the club’s spring picnic held 
before the match. Over 450 
players, families, and sup-
porters turned out for the 
event, which blended the 
grassroots spirit of the club 
with the professionalism of a 
matchday experience.

“Our kids had their pic-
nic in the rain, and then they 
stayed for the game,” Chaves 
said. “That’s what communi-
ty looks like.”

As the Pioneers look to the 
future, leadership remains 
committed to fostering tal-
ent through experienced 
coaching and mentorship. 
The junior program’s Direc-
tor of Coaching, Federico 
Molinari, brings profession-
al playing experience from 
Argentina and Italy and also 
serves as head coach for both 
the Mutiny and the men’s pro 
team.

“We’re a nonprofit, and 

what sets us apart is the soc-
cer-specific culture and fam-
ily atmosphere,” Chaves said. 
“We’re not just building play-
ers…we’re building people.”

As the night concluded, 
seniors posed for photos, 
hugged their teammates, 
and soaked in the applause 
one final time as youth play-

ers of the Western United Pi-
oneers FC. The send-off was 
not only a tribute to past ac-
complishments but a call to 
future greatness.

“You will always be part 
of our family,” said Chaves. 
“And we look forward to see-
ing the amazing things you’ll 
accomplish next.”

Roofing scams tend to 
pop up after big storms. BBB 
Scam Tracker often receives 
reports of shady “free” roof 
inspections. Homeowners 
should know how to recog-
nize these cons and always 
hire businesses they can 
trust.

How the scam works
You receive a call, or some-
one shows up at the door 
claiming to represent a roof-
ing company that is working 
in your area. (Sometimes 
con artists use the names of 
legitimate companies, so al-
ways check BBB.org first to 
learn the real address, phone 
number, and name of the real 
company).

Note: BBB Accredited 
Businesses promise to ad-
here to BBB’s Standards for 
Trust, so look for the BBB Ac-
credited Business Seal when 
hiring a roofer. It’s the Sign of 
a Better Business. 

The fake “roofer” offers a 
free inspection or an on-the-
spot roof repair. Why, you 
ask? The person may claim 
that their company is work-
ing on a neighbor’s home 
and is offering inspections to 
those living nearby, or they 
just happened to notice your 
damaged roof. But if you ask 
questions about where the 
business is located or how 
their services work - if you’re 
not dealing with an honest 
company, you’ll most likely 
be met with vague answers. 
If you are speaking on the 
phone to a con artist, they 
may hang up if pressed for 
more details.

If you accept the free in-
spection from a con artist, 
the dishonest “inspector” 
shows up at your house. If 
they don’t find enough wear 
and tear to merit a whole 
new roof, they may fabricate 
it, by tearing off shingles to 
mimic wind damage (so pay 
attention and watch what 
they do). Or they may show 
you pictures of someone 
else’s damaged roof. Don’t 
hire a company that does 
this! Repairs from such a dis-
honest business are not likely 

to be high quality.
One person shared this 

experience on BBB Scam 
Tracker, “Perpetrators came 
to my dad’s home saying he 
needed roof repair as they 
were “working on homes in 
the neighborhood” & noticed 
a small hole in his shingle. 
Dad trusted them & allowed 
them to go up on the roof 
& “fix” the hole. They came 
down with a pre-ripped shin-
gle in their pocket to “show” 
him the damaged one. It did 
not match his current roof 
shingles. From there it es-
calated into moss removal 
(which was not done), fixing 
woodpecker holes in his sid-
ing ( filling with spray foam), 
pouring a concrete walkway 
(VERY poor quality that any 
legit contractor would not 
have done), saying he needed 
foundation work done to fix 
his “bowing wall” & ultimate-
ly ended up putting paint up 
on the side of his home that 
he did not ask for forcing him 
into accepting more work...
They did not allow my dad to 
say no. When he told them 
he was out of money, they 
coached him through how 
to take out a HELOC, move 
money from his 401K & his 
pension. They stood over 
his shoulder coaching him 
through moving money so he 
could pay them more. They 
never provided a legitimate 
business name, card, email 
or scope of service propos-
al or invoice. Dad just kept 
paying them every time they 
asked for more. He felt like he 
couldn’t say no.”

How to avoid 
roofing scams

• Beware of unsolicited of-
fers. Many scams begin with 
a contractor who “just hap-
pens to be in the area” and 
notices your roof or home 
appears to need repairs from 
the outside. Roofing scams 
typically increase in frequen-
cy after a powerful storm, so 
stay alert. Legitimate roofers 
may also be in the area, so be 
savvy enough to check BBB.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News Public Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the 
Agawam Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing 
at The Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main St., Agawam, MA, 
on Monday, June 23, 2025 at 
7PM for all parties interested in 
the request of Daniel Adzhigirey, 
who is seeking a Special Permit 
in accordance with the Town of 
Agawam’s Zoning Ordinances, 
Ch.180-37(B) and 180-8.1 to al-
low for the keeping of hens at the 
premises identified as 150 Mead-
owbrook Rd.

Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson
Agawam Zoning 

Board of Appeals
06/05, 06/12/2025

AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Agawam Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hold a public hear-
ing at the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter, 954 Main St., Agawam, MA 
on Monday, June 23, 2025 at 
6:30PM for all parties interested 
in the request of MBNZ Holding 
CO., which is seeking a Special 

Permit in accordance with the 
Town of Agawam’s Zoning Or-
dinances, Ch.180, Section 7 to 
allow for the construction of an 
addition to an Auto Body Repair 
business at the premises identi-
fied as 223 Garden Street.

Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson
Agawam Zoning 

Board of Appeals
06/05, 06/12/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0189CA 
In the matter of: 

Chester Adam Cominski
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petit ion to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Chester Adam Cominski of 
Agawam, MA requesting that 
the court enter a Decree chang-
ing their name to: 
Chester Adam Ronald Comins

 IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
07/02/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  June 04, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/12/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1201EA
Estate of: 

Edna Frederick 
Date of Death: 03/11/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Stephanie M Bradford of Feed-
ing Hills, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Stephanie M Bradford of Feed-
ing Hills, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 07/03/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-

davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 05, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

06/12/2025

PIONEERS   ❚   from page 7

Several outgoing seniors were honored at a recent Pioneers game. 

Players will be moving on to college and other interests.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

BBB: Watch out for roofing
scams after storms
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

You’ve hired a photogra-
pher to capture every magical 
moment of your special day, 
only to find out at the last 
minute that they’ve disap-
peared without a trace.

BBB has received reports 
of wedding photographer 
scams on BBB Scam Tracker. 
Some scammers take couples’ 
money and disappear before 
the big day, leaving couples 
scrambling, while others nev-
er receive the treasured pho-
tos they paid for in advance.

What are the signs of a 
wedding photographer 
scam?
After searching online for a 
wedding photographer, you 
find one you like on social 
media or another wedding 
vendor site and reach out. 
After discussing the details 
and confirming your wedding 
date with the vendor through 
email or social media, you de-

cide to book them. You sign 
a digital contract and send 
your deposit through a peer-
to-peer payment app. Your 
final payment will be due just 
before your wedding date.

This type of scam can 
take a few different turns as 
wedding dates approach. 
Some brides report after 
making the final payment to 
the photographer before the 
wedding, the photographer 
reaches out a few days before 
the big day to cancel. In other 
instances, the photographer 
may not show up to the wed-
ding at all. When you try to 
contact the photographer to 
get your money back, they are 
unresponsive, or their contact 
information no longer works.

One person shared their 
experience with BBB Scam 
Tracker, “After receiving my 
money, she stopped contact-
ing me and all of her contact 
information went out of ser-

vice. After digging I found 
she had done the same if not 
worse to 30+ other brides, 
some who never received 
their wedding photos.” This 
person reported losing $1,700. 
Another report states, “…She 
began the process of setting 
up a plan for our wedding 
day. She took our deposit. She 
took our payment in full the 
week before the wedding. She 
cancelled two days before the 
event and kept the entirety of 
the money.” This person re-
ported losing $5,300.

Other couples say that the 
scam doesn’t take place until 
after the wedding when wait-
ing for their photos to arrive. 
Another BBB Scam Tracker 
entry reads, “…He charges a 
deposit and has you sign a 
contract. Full payment is due 
before the wedding/event 
and he would either show up 
and do the work and you nev-
er hear from him again or he 

doesn’t show up at all, either 
way you never get any photos 
[or] videos and he stops all 
contact with you.” They re-
ported losing $2,400.

How can you spot and 
avoid vendor scams?
• Do your research ahead of 
time. Before you book with 
any vendor, look at several 
sources for ratings and re-
views. Don’t rely on one web-
site. A great place to start is 
BBB.org, where you can check 
the business’s BBB Accredi-
tation and read complaints 
and reviews. If you suspect a 
potential scam, search BBB 
Scam Tracker to see if any re-
ports have been filed.

• Check out the photogra-
pher’s online presence. In ad-
dition to reading ratings and 
reviews, look for the photog-
rapher’s website and social 
media pages. Photographers 

usually share their work on 
social media, so seeing a long 
history of happy clients on 
their pages is typically a good 
sign.

• Use caution on social me-
dia. Be wary of booking ser-
vices with someone who only 
operates and communicates 
through social media. If you 
can’t find anything else online 
about the photographer, ob-
tain some references from the 
photographer and call them 
to get feedback.

• Ask for a phone call or 
in-person meeting. Before 
booking your photographer, 
ask to speak on the phone or 
to meet in person to finalize 
the details and sign the con-
tract. If the photographer re-
fuses a phone call or a meet-
ing, take that as a warning 
sign.

• Review your contract 
and keep it on hand. Check 
that the terms and conditions 

meet your expectations, es-
pecially regarding cancella-
tions and refunds. Confirm 
the details for the day of the 
wedding and the expected 
turnaround time to receive 
your edited photos. Review 
the terms for making your 
payments, and make sure the 
contract includes the photog-
rapher’s contact information. 
Be sure to ask for a copy of the 
contract that is signed and 
dated by both you and the 
photographer.

• Peer-to-peer payment 
apps can be a red flag. Busi-
nesses that only accept pay-
ments through peer-to-peer 
payment apps can be a red 
flag for a scam. If you’re be-
ing asked to send a large 
amount of money through 
one of these apps, ask if you 
can instead pay via a differ-
ent method like a credit card, 
cash, or cashier’s check.

WESTFIELD – Yoga will 
be starting for the 2025 sea-
son on Thursday evenings 
beginning May 8 through 
Aug. 21 from 6 to 7 p.m., on 
the Acre Lawn next to the 
Pavilion Annex.  Please join 
certified instructor Michelle 
Gagnon, as she leads the 
yoga classes.  This class is 
for all levels of yoga prac-
titioners, and all abilities 
are welcome. The poses are 
foundational, and modifica-
tions are always available. As 

a class we will harness the 
power of our breath in align-
ment with the movement of 
our bodies. 

Children 10 and up are 
welcome accompanied by 
an adult. Please bring your 
own mat and any props as 
needed, wear comfortable 
and stretchy clothes. Pre-
pare to strengthen, stretch 
your body, and open your 
minds. Bring lots of water 
(you might also want a small 
towel). Pre-registration is 

strongly encouraged. 
Donations to the Park are 

welcome, with a suggested 
donation of $5 per person 
per class.  

Registration forms are 
available on our website at 
www.stanleypark.org and 
will also be available at class. 
You may sign up on our web-
site, by e-mailing us for the 
registration form at devel-
opment@stanleypark.org, or 
register at the Park at your 
first class. 

 Senior Center starting ping pong every Thursday

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 10, 2025.
Total circulation of 85,000 

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 11.

Ortho MA treats:
   • FRACTURES • SPRAINS • DISLOCATIONS
   • JOINT PAIN • SPORTS OR WORK INJURIES & MORE!

www.OrthoMA.org • info@orthoma.org
53 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 • (413)83-ORTHO

Walk-Ins Welcome No Appointment Needed 
Monday-Friday: 4pm-8pm • Saturday & Sunday 8am-12pm

BBB: Recognize wedding photographer scams

Yoga at Stanley Park
AGAWAM – The Agawam 

Senior Center is pleased to 
announce its ongoing week-
ly ping pong program, “Ping 
Pong with Jerry,” held every 
Thursday from 1 to 2 p.m.

Players of all skill levels 
are welcome to join this in-
clusive and engaging activity. 
“Whether you’re a beginner 
looking to learn the basics or 
an experienced player want-
ing to maintain your skills, 
this program offers a support-
ive environment for every-

one.”, added Ping Pong host 
Jerry. 

Jerry has been an avid ping 
pong player for many years, 
and is an enthuastic player 
and teacher. 

“Ping Pong with Jerry” pro-
vides an excellent opportunity 
for physical activity, social in-
teraction, and friendly com-
petition in a welcoming atmo-
sphere.

Equipment is provided, 
but participants are welcome 
to bring their own paddles if 

preferred.
Ping pong (table tennis) of-

fers numerous health benefits, 
including improved hand-eye 
coordination, mental acuity, 
and cardiovascular exercise in 
a low-impact format that’s ap-
propriate for various ages and 
physical abilities.

For more information 
about this or other programs 
offered at the Agawam Senior 
Center, please call 413-821-
0604.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
BLANDFORD, 

134 CHESTER ROAD.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY,
JUNE 13-14-15, 9AM-3PM. 

Garden supplies, power tools, household 
items, automotive. Rain or shine.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 
Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage hunting, 
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising, 
motorcycles, clothing.  Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.  Competitive pric-
ing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

BUS CLEANER WANTED. Part-time 
mornings and weekends. Warren – local 
applicants preferred. 413-436-5262 .

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

SALES SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild 
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality 
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is 
seeking a Sales Support Specialist. 
Excellent communication and computer 
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations 
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply, 
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at 

(774) 315-3107 
or by email: 

brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ANTIQUES AND
 OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE 
IS 2 P.M. ON FRIDAY

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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Planner position, cut that 
funding, and created a Grant 
Writer/Administrator posi-
tion. We’ve been somewhat 
successful getting grants 
from the state and federal 
government, and even from 
some private resources, and 
at this point we simply need 
help not only writing more 
grant applications but ad-
ministrating the grants we 
currently have. We’re moving 

a Principal Clerk from the 
Treasurer/Collector office 
into the Procurement Office.”

The big monetary changes 
that Johnson explained were 
electricity and gas are both 
up 5.6% or about $300,000, 
the solid waste is up 5.6% or 
about $146,000. “We have a 
new contractor starting on 
July 1st and it will not change 
the day your trash gets 
picked up, it will not require 
you to get new barrels, they 
will be picking up weekly for 

trash and bi-weekly for recy-
clables.”

Johnson continued speak-
ing about the town for the 
next couple of years will try 
to be as cheap and conser-
vative as they can, with ex-
pectations of the new high 
school build and expected 
tax increases. “Trying to keep 
our taxes as low as possible.”

A final vote on the FY2026 
budget is pending at the 
next city council meeting, 
scheduled for June 16.

the city council. He was the 
council president for most 
of that time. Johnson was 
Agawam’s first mayor when 
it changed to that form of 
government in 1990. John-
son served as mayor for the 
decade before going in to the 
private sector. He briefly re-
turned to town government 
as solicitor in 2008 for a one-
term run by former Mayor 
Susan Dawson, then was 
elected to the city council a 
few years later.

Johnson then chose to 
succeed former Mayor Wil-
liam Sapelli in 2023 when 
Sapelli chose to retire. He 
defeated former City Council 
Vice President Cecilia Cal-
abrese handily to win back 
the mayor’s seat.

Johnson, Calabrese, and 
Paul Cavallo all departed 
the city council, with Cavallo 
choosing to retire after many 
years on the council. With 
three openings, Ed Borgatti, 
Peter Smus, and Maria Vale-
go were elected as new coun-
cilors. Thomas Hendrickson 

won his first full-term on 
the council. He was selected 
to the council following the 
passing of longtime Council-
or Gina Letellier.

Johnson has yet to an-
nounce if he is running for 
re-election, and councilors 
and school committee mem-
bers running for re-election 
or election should be emerg-
ing during the next two 
months.

This year’s primary is 
scheduled for Oct. 7 with the 
general election scheduled 
for Nov. 4

A couple of local play-
ers who played in the home 
match are Maddy Theriault 
(Palmer), Tennessee Murphy 
(Monson) Kylie Ray (Min-
nechaug), Bella Meadows 

(Pope Francis/ Chicopee) Ol-
ivia Crespo (Ludlow), and Av-
ery Klingensmith (Belcher-
town).

The New England Mu-
tiny will be one of the four 
teams competing in the in-
augural Brandi Chastain 

Cup. The Mutiny will be fac-
ing Richmond Ivy of the USL 
W-league at City Stadium in 
Richmond, VA. On Thursday 
night.

“It’s really special for us 
to be regarded as one of the 
top teams in our league,” 

said Klingensmith, who’s is 
a member of the American 
University women’s soccer 
“We’re very exciting about 
playing in that game. The 
team that we’ll be playing 
has some quality players, so 
it’ll be a challenging match 

for us.” 
If the Mutiny defeats Rich-

mond Ivy, they’ll be host-
ing the finals of the Brandi 
Chastain Cup on June 18 at 
Lusitano Stadium. The Cali-
fornia Storm beat Pan World 
Elite, 4-1, in the other semifi-

nal, which was held in May. 
The Mutiny will also play 

two regular season road 
matches against NJ Alliance 
and the Ole’ Eagles before re-
turning home to face Racing 
Power FC on June 14.
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MUTINY   ❚   from page 8

Olivia Crespo makes her way up the field.

Avery Klingensmith sends the ball deep.

Taylor Jenkins tries to out run an opponent.

Maddy Theriault, of Palmer, makes her Mutiny season debut in their most recent home game.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Preservation Trust announces annual Garden Tour
HOLYOKE – The Holy-

oke Preservation Trust has 
announced it will host the 
Fifth Annual Garden Tour in 
the city. This year’s event will 
feature new gardens, a pho-

tography contest, a tree tour 
with Forester Tom Kass, and 
a lecture from Bernie Conway, 
Assistant Gardener at NY 
Botanical Garden. The event 
will be held on Saturday, June 

28 and admission is $20 per 
person with children 12 and 
under free of charge. For more 
information and to purchase 
tickets, go to www.holyokep-
reservationtrust.org

VOTING   ❚   from page 1

BUDGET   ❚   from page 1

org and do your homework 
before hiring.

 • Get your insurance 
company to inspect your 
roof, and/or get a second 
opinion. Filing a claim with 
your insurance company 
goes on your record and 
could affect future claims 
or your continued cover-

age. Before signing any pa-
perwork or contracts with 
a roofing company, you can 
have your insurance com-
pany come out for an in-
spection to verify the need 
for repairs or replacements. 
You can also call another 
reputable roofing company 
to take a look. 

 • Research roofing com-

panies before you hire. Look 
at a company’s business rat-
ing on BBB.org. Keep a close 
eye on previous reviews 
and any complaints other 
consumers might have had. 
Doing your own research is 
one of the best ways to know 
if a roofing company is rep-
utable or just a cover for a 
scam.

ROOFING  ❚   from page 9

Send Us Your Photos!
Email: aan@turley.com


