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AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Police Department is enforc-
ing the recent e-bike ordinance 
to ensure pedestrian safety.

The ordinance was passed 
during the July 5, 2025 city 
council meeting. City Council-
or Dino Mercadante proposed 
and sponsored the ordinance. 

The Agawam Police De-
partment recently reminded 
Agawam residents of the or-
dinance, as this is the first full 
summer it will be enforced. 

Mercadante felt it was 
needed to protect Agawam 
residents. 

“It’s necessary because the 
influx of e-bikes now in town…
has become a real problem and 
before we get somebody killed 
and say we should have done 
something, let’s be proactive,” 
he said. 

Mercadante especially was 
concerned about children 
riding the e-bikes or getting 
harmed by other e-bike riders. 

“It has become a necessity 
to add some teeth to what the 
state already has,” Mercadante 
said. “It gives our law enforce-
ment another tool to work 
with.”

The council unanimously 
supported the resolution in the 
hopes that it would be preven-
tative of e-bike accidents. 

“I’m glad we’re taking some 
action now before there is any 
major issue with electric bicy-
cles,” Councilor Gerald Smith 
said. 

The police are reminding 
Agawam citizens of this or-
dinance as summer kicks off 
and students are out of school, 
leading to increased e-bike 
traffic. 

Already the police depart-
ment has seen an increase in 
e-bike use, even from last year, 
and they want to take preven-
tative action to avoid accidents 
and injuries. 

The police department 
hopes the ordinance will help 
with e-bike education.

“The ordinance is just 
about safety,” Lt. Dan Bon-
afilia said. “It helps to clear 
up any confusion about the 
rules.” 

Bonafilia mentioned the 
ordinance is only clarifying 
for Agawam residents, but 
also for the police depart-
ment, so everyone can be 
aware of proper e-bike safety.

The ordinance reminded 
residents of requirements 
for e-bike riders. The first re-
quires all riders to wear a hel-
met, no matter their age. 

Mercadante was con-
cerned about the amount of 
young teens riding e-bikes 
without helmets, and believed 
that this ordinance would al-
low additional prevention of 
this dangerous occurrence. 

E-bikes are also not al-
lowed on sidewalks in Aga-
wam. All e-bike riders are re-
quired to remain on the road 
or the bike lanes. 

Additionally, the police 
would like to remind people 
that passengers are only al-
lowed on e-bikes if the bike is 
designed for them. Individu-
als are still welcome to attach 
child seats or trailers to the 
bikes if needed. 

Furthermore, they ask all 
e-bikers in Agawam to avoid 
speed-modifying alterations 
to their bikes and to not ride 
more than two abreast. 

The goal of these update 
ordinances is to prevent e-bike 
related accidents and injuries. 
With e-bikes on the rise, es-
pecially with school out, the 
police department wanted to 
ensure that everyone would 
remain safe. 

“We don’t want to take 
e-bikes away from anyone, it’s 
about making the rules clear 
and preventing injuries,” Bon-
afilia said. 

Any bike that has working 
pedals, has a motor under 
750 watts and has a top speed 
under 20 mph qualifies as an 
e-bike.

Violations of the ordinance 
can result in a fine of up to $50.

E-bike ordinance 
now in full effect
Bikes should remain off sidewalks

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Excessively 
oppressive weather was ex-
pected for late this week and 
is expected to last into next 
week. Thursday, July 2 and 
Friday, July 3 were expected 
to be among the worst heat 
and humidity with Thursday, 
July 2 forecasted to have an 
air temperature of 100 de-
grees or more, resulting in a 
heat index of feeling like near 
110 degrees.

Town officials are advising 
residents to take caution and 
stay indoors or in another 
cool location when the heat 
is oppressive as it can be very 
dangerous if exposed for a 
lengthy period of time.

For those who have an 
issue finding access to air 
condition, the town will uti-
lize two of its buildings as a 
cooling center. However, both 
locations will not be open on 
Friday, July 3 due to the ob-
servance of the Fourth of July 
holiday. Cooling centers in 
the community are also not 
available on the weekends.

According to a press re-
lease earlier this week from 
Mayor Christopher John-
son, Agawam Senior Center 
will be open for anyone who 
needs to stay cool on Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, the hours are 8 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The second location is 
Agawam Public Library. It 
will be open as a cooling cen-
ter Monday through Thurs-
day from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Look to the town’s website 
and other advertisements lo-
cal for hours for next week, as 
well as future heatwaves this 
summer.

For those looking for some 

Senior Center, 
library to be 
designated 
as cooling 
centers

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Weather per-
mitting, the 2026 Summer-
Fest, sponsored by the Aga-
wam Parks and Recreation, 
Agawam Rotary Club, and 
Agawam Cultural Council, 
got underway at School Street 
Park.

For many years, the Sum-
merFest has featured weekly 
concerts held at the park for 
residents to enjoy. The events 
were previously held at the 
old Veterans Green in front 
of School Street Park. Now, 
both the concerts and Veter-
ans Green are now located at 
School Street Park. The park 
has a beautiful band shell for 
performances and has been 
hosting the events for more 
than a few years now. The pa-
vilion also serves as a great 
backstop for people looking 

to watch the concerts under 
cover.

This year, there are 10 
events scheduled. There are 
nine concerts scheduled from 
Wednesday, July 1 to Wednes-
day, Aug. 19. There is also this 
year’s National Night Out, 
which has become a major 
tradition in town where all 
of the town’s public safety 
officials are featured and cel-
ebrated. The town turns out 
with several of the town’s fleet 
of police, fire, and other emer-
gency vehicles for families 
to see and explore. Agawam 
Night Out is scheduled for 
Friday, July 24 this year and 
will include an outdoor movie 
night for local children. Hop-
pers is the scheduled movie 
for the event.

The concerts include: Cob-
blestone Road, Ultimatum, 
Project 267, Jukebox Hero’z, 
Bennie & the Jets, Retro Floyd, 

Lindsey LaBella from Kix 
100.9, Jason Hackworth from 
Kix 100.9, and General Gist. 
Concerts usually begins at 7 
p.m., though the Aug. 19 per-
formance by General Gist will 
begin at 6 p.m.

Another huge part of the 
summer events is the annu-
al KidsFest. These events are 
held at 10 a.m. also at School 
Street Park and are geared 
specifically for local children. 
This year, there will be four 
events instead of the three 
that have been traditionally 
held for many years.

Events will be held 
Wednesday, July 1, Friday, July 
17, Wednesday, July 29, and 
Wednesday, Aug. 12. Robert 
Clark, the Toe Jam Puppet 
Band, Airborne Comedians, 
and Professor Paddy-Whack 
are the scheduled performers 

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM – On Monday 
June 22, Agawam Public 
Library hosted Dr. Ran-
di Lebar’s presentation, 
“Music and Memory”. This 
talk dove into her personal 
story of how the piano be-
came so much more than 
an instrument for Lebar’s 
mother Eliane when she 
was diagnosed with de-
mentia. This presentation 
touches the hearts of those 
who have known someone 
with dementia and those 
who are open to learning 
new things about commu-
nity members we interact 
with every day. The “Music 
and Memory” presentation 
tells the story of how Elaine 

Lebar went viral playing pi-
ano on TikTok and became 
a representation for those 
with dementia on social 
media.

Lebar shared how her 
idea of posting her mother 
playing piano on TikTok 
began.

“At the time it really was 
about Covid; that was my 
focus. So, that was the ini-
tial thing,” Lebar said. “But, 

over time I realized that 
to another degree, it was 
just the dementia concept, 
that you can have demen-
tia and still be a person 
and interact and be a con-
tributing member of soci-
ety, even from behind the 
locked doors of a memory 
care unit. So, I think it sort 
of morphed into that kind 

Agawam Public Library hosts 
‘Music and Memory’ program

“Music and Memory” information display at the presentation 
on June 22 at Agawam Public Library.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

Dr. Randi Lebar and Adult Services Library Associate Kristen Frost at Dr. Lebar’s talk, “Music 
and Memory”.

Summer concert series, KidsFest are underway

Matthew and Daniela Balsamo at the School Street Park Concert last year.	 FILE PHOTO 
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
STRIP STEAK TWIN PACK .......
USDA INSP. FRESH
KAYEM SKINLESS 
HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX

USDA INSP. $1776
ea

SALE DATES: 7/2-7/8/26
CLOSED 7/4/26

2/$1776

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN
21-25 CT
COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BOX ...

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS

ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST ........................

USDA INSP. FRESH 160 CT

HILLDALE PRE-SLICED 
AMERICAN CHEESE 5 LB ..

$176
lb

USDA INSP. STORE BAKED

DOUBLE CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIES DOZEN ..........................$250

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$250
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE DAILY

ITALIAN SAUSAGE
LINKS OR PATTIES ALL VARIETIES .

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .......................

ea
$1776

HAPPY 250TH! JULY 4TH!

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BAKED 8” 
ALL AMERICAN 

APPLE OR 
CHOCOLATE CHIP PIE

$250
ea

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP. FRESH
GREAT ON THE GRILL!
POLSKA KIELBASA 3 LB .......

$176
lb

$1776

ea

$976
lb

$499
ea

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

LEAN GROUND BEEF 
HAMBURGER PATTIES

4 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

$2776
lb

CHICKEN LEG
1/4S 40 LB 

BOX

24 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ

★ 1776 - 2026 ★

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BABY BACK RIBS ............
USDA INSP. FROZEN

ST. LOUIS 
STYLE PORK RIBS ............

$250
lb

$250

$250
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK
SPARE RIBS TWIN PACK ......

ALL AMERICAN RIB SALE!

lb

★

★

★
★

★

★

   

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

PLEASE REMEMBER 
TO RECYCLE 

THIS NEWSPAPER

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

AGAWAM – Celebrate the 
250th anniversary of America 
at the Agawam Public Library! 
Join us for a Patriotic Craft 
Night on Thursday, July 2 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Clini Commu-
nity Room. Just in time for the 
Fourth of July, we’ll be making 
adorable red, white and blue 
mini-flags! Not a fan of craft-
ing but still looking to get in 
the patriotic spirit? Stop by 
on Monday, July 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
for Patriotic Music Bingo in 
the Clini Community Room! 
Experience music from many 
decades and genres that men-
tions America, the Fourth of 
July, various patriotic sym-
bols, or pays tribute to the 
armed forces and various 
times in our country’s tumul-
tuous history. Prizes will be 
awarded to those with win-
ning bingo cards! We’re excit-
ed to welcome back Jon and 
Li Waterman of Sultana for 
an evening of live music and 
military history on Thursday, 
July 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Clini 
Community Room. Their pro-
gram Popular Music and Vet-
erans consists of songs, his-
tory, and an accompanying 
slideshow pertaining to some 
of the experiences of veterans 
of World War I, World War II, 
the Civil War, and other con-
flicts alongside the history of 
popular music in America. 
Registration is required for all 
of these events.

Calling all history buffs 
and aspiring researchers! 
Learn the ins and outs of the 
history of the Revolutionary 
War and discover potential 
personal connections. Ge-
nealogist Dave Robison will 

discuss Finding Your Rev-
olutionary War Ancestors 
on Monday, July 13 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Clini Community 
Room. Learn where to look 
for records, how to interpret 
historical documents, and 
how to get started connect-
ing with your family histo-
ry! Please register to attend 
this event. We’ve partnered 
with Ashland Public Library 
for two virtual events that 
you won’t want to miss! On 
Monday, July 13 at 7 p.m. on 
Zoom, authors Loretta Chase 
and Susan Holloway Scott—
collectively known as the 
Two Nerdy History Girls—
will discuss Everyday Life 
in 1776. Learn about those 
who lived during the Ameri-
can Revolution and how war 
would have upended their 
lives. They will also discuss 
how they conduct their re-
search, how much of it comes 
out of their visits to Colonial 
Williamsburg, and how they 
incorporate their knowledge 
into their writing. On Mon-
day, July 20 at 7 p.m. on Zoom, 
author, independent scholar, 
and herstorian Gracia Collins 
Rich will present The Black 
Experience of the Revolu-
tion. Gracia will discuss the 
extraordinary efforts of Black 
Americans whose invaluable 
contributions during the Rev-
olutionary War helped bring 
about U.S. Independence. 
Space is limited for these vir-
tual events, so be sure to reg-
ister soon!

Get crafting! This month, 
we have two exciting adult 
take and makes that will 
spark your creativity. Our 

Needle Felted Goose Adult 
Take & Make will be avail-
able beginning Monday, July 
13 and is great for folks look-
ing to try out fiber arts. Our 
Pressed Flower Collage Adult 
Take & Make will be avail-
able beginning Monday, July 
27 and includes everything 
you’ll need to create a beauti-
ful floral collage to display in 
your home. Please note that 
these kits are for ages 18 and 
older and will be available at 
the Information Desk while 
supplies last. 1 kit per person, 
please!

If you’ve been needing a 
place to get away and read 
for a bit, look no further than 
our Silent Book Club! Join us 
on Thursday, July 23 from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. in the Clini Commu-
nity Room for an hour and a 
half of quiet reading, as a way 
to get away from the hectic 
outside world. 6 to 6:30 p.m. 
and 8 to 8:30 p.m. will be op-
tional socialization time, and 
silent reading time will run 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Wheth-
er you’d like to join us to talk 
with others about your read-
ing or just want to come in 
for the reading time, all are 
welcome! Registration is pre-
ferred for headcount but not 
required.

Join us for a botani-
cal-themed Escape Room as 
part of our Summer Reading 
theme “Plant a Seed, Read”! 
Solve puzzles, break codes, 
and complete the challenge 
before time runs out! This 
event will take place on 
Wednesday, July 29 in the 
Peirce Conference Room and 
we’ll have three time slots 

that participants may reg-
ister for: 2 to 3 p.m., 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m., and 7 to 8 p.m. Sign 
up with a group during your 
preferred time slot or join on 
your own to make some new 
friends! This event is for pa-
trons ages 18 and older.

Our Summer Reading 
Challenge has officially be-
gun! Log your reading, com-
plete activities, and con-
tribute to our Community 
Reading Goal in exchange for 
raffle tickets that can be en-
tered to win one of our grand 
prizes. To participate online, 
please visit agawamlibrary.
beanstack.org. To participate 
in person using our paper 
packet, please visit the Aga-
wam Library Information 
Desk. The last day of this chal-
lenge is Friday, Aug. 7.

Our regular programs are 
a great way for folks to pur-
sue their interests or try out 
something new! Join us for 
weekly Chair Yoga at 9:05 a.m. 
on Wednesdays in the Clini 
Community Room. Led by 
yoga instructor Heidi Taber-
man, these drop-in classes 
are perfect for folks of all fit-
ness levels. If you’re a fan of 
board games and card games, 
then check out our drop-in 
Game Night on Wednesday, 
July 1 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cli-
ni Community Room! Tea & 
Trivia returns on Wednesday, 
July 15 at 2:30 p.m. and Tues-
day, July 21 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Clini Community Room. 
We’ll have a couple of rounds 
of both Jeopardy and pub-
style trivia, and prizes will 
be awarded to the winning 
teams. The questions are the 

same for both sessions, so 
register for the time you pre-
fer and join us for some fun! 
Are you a writer looking to 
connect with other writers? 
Join our Writers Group host-
ed by author Katherine An-
derson on Thursday, July 16 
at 6 p.m. in the Peirce Confer-
ence Room. There will be op-
portunities for peer and host 
feedback, learning the basics 
of self-publishing, finding op-
portunities for submission to 
magazines, literary journals, 
and presses, assembling a 
portfolio, and the basics of 
a query package for submis-
sions and publications. Please 
register to attend!

If you’re curious about 
eBooks or are seeking a free 
alternative to Audible, reg-
ister for one of our Library 
Tech Classes: Learning About 
Libby! We’ll show you the es-
sentials on how to find and 
borrow new eBooks and au-
diobooks, along with some 
helpful hints and tips. We’ll 
have an evening session on 
Wednesday, July 15 at 6:30 
p.m. and a morning session 
on Monday, July 20 at 10 
a.m. in the Clini Communi-
ty Room. Registration is re-
quired.

This month’s Virtual Au-
thor Talk Series kicks off on 
Tuesday, July 14 at 7 p.m. 
with a thrilling evening with 
acclaimed author Karin 
Slaughter. We’ll chat about 
her North Falls series, con-
sisting of We Are All Guilty 
Here—in which two teenage 
girls vanish in rural Georgia—
and her upcoming sequel, 
The Secrets We Hide. Join 

us for a thought-provoking 
conversation with bestsell-
ing author Reyna Grande as 
she discusses her ambitious 
new memoir Migrant Heart: 
Essays About Things I Can’t 
Forget. In this newest work, 
Grande illuminates the hid-
den cost of the American 
Dream and the complex jour-
ney of healing that follows 
survival. This event will take 
place on Thursday, July 16 at 
2 p.m. How do we make and 
keep friends in an era of dis-
traction, burnout, and chaos, 
especially in a society that 
often prizes romantic love at 
the expense of other relation-
ships? Dr. Marisa G. Franco 
explores this question and 
others in her book Platonic: 
How the Science of Attach-
ment Can Help You Make—
And Keep—Friends. Don’t 
miss out on this conversation 
with one of the world’s lead-
ing experts in human con-
nection! This event will take 
place on Tuesday, July 28 at 2 
p.m. To register to attend any 
or all of these virtual talks, 
please call the library or visit 
libraryc.org/agawamlibrary.

Thank you to the Agawam 
Center Library Association 
and the Friends of the Aga-
wam Library for sponsor-
ing select library programs. 
Agawam Public Library 
welcomes visitors Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. and Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. We are closed 
Saturdays in the summer. 
Please note that the library 
will be closed on Friday, July 
3rd in observance of Indepen-
dence Day.

Adult activities in July offered at Agawam Public Library

HOLYOKE — Holyoke 
Community College Presi-
dent George Timmons and 
the HCC Board of Trustees 
have been selected to join 
the second cohort of the As-
pen Presidents & Trustees 
Collaborative. 

This year-long initiative, 
led by the Aspen Institute 
College Excellence Program, 
brings together colleges 
nationwide to strengthen 
alignment between boards 
and presidential leadership 
and advance long-term stu-
dent success.

Through this collabora-
tion, President Timmons 
and HCC trustees will en-

gage with national experts 
and peer institutions, learn-
ing from best practices of 
Aspen Prize-winning col-
leges and leveraging Aspen’s 
Trustee Framework. The 
goal is to build sustainable 
governance practices that 
drive meaningful reforms in 
student success.

According to the Aspen 
Institute, “Aspen’s research 
into community college ex-
cellence reveals that long-
term, scaled change de-
pends on college presidents 
and trustees having a shared 
understanding of why stu-
dent-outcome reforms are 
needed, agreeing on priori-

tized reform strategies, and 
aligning their review of met-
rics, policies, and budgets to 
those priorities.”

The Aspen Institute Col-
lege Excellence Program 
aims to strengthen higher 
education leadership and 
practice to improve student 
outcomes, with the ultimate 
goal of advancing econom-
ic mobility and developing 
talent for the good of each 
individual and society as a 
whole.

Learn more about the 
program: https://as.pn/
presidentsandtrusteescol-
laborative

HCC president, board selected 
for national collaborativeAGAWAM – Feline 

Friends excited to be part 
of E.B.’s Give Back Wednes-
day Fundraising Program 
again this year. Enjoy a 
wonderful meal in the 
restaurant or participate 
through Take Out or Deliv-
ery on Wednesday, July 15. 
Feline Friends Inc. will re-
ceive 10% of the day’s total 
food sales. E.B.’s is located 
at 385 Walnut Street Ext. in 
Agawam. Check out their 
menu at ebsrestaurants.
com or call in your order at 
(413) 789-3525.  We hope to 
see you there! 

 We are incredibly grate-
ful for the response to our 
appeal for help with sup-
plies. We have received 
packages at the profession-
al office at 532 Springfield 
St. (at the corner of Cleve-
land St.) in Feeding Hills 
and at the Agawam Public 
Library. Please include your 
name and contact informa-
tion for acknowledgment.. 

Financial donations have 
arrived by check at P.O. Box 
174, Feeding Hills 01030 as 
well as PayPal and Venmo.  

Thank you to those who 
donated in late May and 
the first 3 weeks of June: 
Glen Birk, Judith Roberts, 
Judy Clini, Deborah Hasty, 
Katie Heald, John Murphy, 
Joanne Lamson, The Cat 
Hospital and Dr. Maureen 
Ricksgers, Valerie Schum-
acher, Christine and Peter 
Fairman in memory of their 
kitty, Claire Harris, Kar-
en Davis, Wynter Manyak, 
Wendy Hollis, Debra Park-
er, Wendi, Burton, Linda 
Kushin, Ida and Robert 
Shultz, Sylvia Rubin, Joan 
Eckert, Cherie Lemond, 
Denise Broderick, Diane 
Bannish-Chisolm, Steve 
Kiltonic, Laurene Bertera, 
Joanne Daurizio, Abigail 
Farrar, Susan Modzelesky, 
Tootsie the cat, Carl and 
Cheryl Kaufman, Debo-
rah Facchini, Edward and 

Kathy Cross in memory of 
Hydrox, Dan and Sasha,  
Daniel and Catherine Mi-
chaud in memory of Rob-
ert King, Melissa Marieb, 
Jeanette Landry, Bonnie 
Twining, Carol Roy, Jude 
Schwendenwien, Sheila 
Kida and Betty, Irene Fisher 
and Ken Kurowski, Krista 
Shea, Angela Copple, Peggy 
Mercadante and, as always, 
our wonderful monthly 
sponsors.

Feline Friends Inc. is a 
community-based, non-
profit sanctuary that does 
not discriminate against 
any cat based on age, gen-
der or disability.

More information 
about our sanctuary may 
be found on our website 
at felinefriendsinc.org or 
our Facebook page at Fe-
line Friends Cat Sanctuary. 
Contact us with questions 
at info@felinefriendsinc.
org  or by phone at 413-786-
5019.

Feline Friends raising money at EB’s



July 2, 2026    ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 3

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Public Library is hon-
ored to host a selection of 
images painted by the late 
Lyle Pearsons (Dec. 8, 1947 
– Jan. 1, 2026). After being 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease, Pearsons adapted 
to the loss of his fine mo-
tor skills by using a spatula 
and large palette knives to 
paint in a way that renewed 
his confidence and sense of 
control. Pearsons’s daugh-
ter Jaime Connor states 
that he called this inno-
vative technique, “Spatu-
la-Art,” and that he “found 
joy in the realization that 
his God-given creative tal-
ents remained strong and 
vibrant despite the chal-
lenges of Parkinson’s.” She 
views the collection as a 
tribute to determination, 
courage, and the enduring 

power of creativity, reveal-
ing how life’s challenges 
can become opportunities 
for transformation and 
discovery. Spanning ev-
ery stage of Pearsons’s life, 
these works showcase a va-
riety of mediums and offer 
a personal journey through 
his artistic expression.

Patrons entering the li-
brary are also encouraged 
to look at the cases on the 
main floor of the library, 
which will be housing 
summer reading prizes for 
youth summer reading. 
This year’s theme is “Plant 
a Seed, Read!” and patrons 
of all ages can sign up by 
contacting the library. Par-
ticipants under 18 can find 
out more information by 
contacting the Children’s 
Desk (413-789-1550 x3), 
and participants 18 and 

over can find out more in-
formation by contacting 
the Information Desk (413-
789-1550 x4).

Visitors are welcomed to 
explore these art exhibits 
throughout July during the 
regular hours of the library. 
The Agawam Public Library 
is open 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. Mon-
days through Thursdays, 
and 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Fridays. 
The library will be closed 
Friday, July 3 in honor of In-
dependence Day. Any ques-
tions about the exhibits can 
be routed to the Informa-
tion Desk at 413-789-1550 
x4. Please contact Adult 
Services Library Associate, 
Erica LeFebvre at (413) 789-
1550 x8858 or elefebvre@
agawamlibrary.org if you 
are interested in displaying 
artwork at the library.

July Art Exhibit at the 
Agawam Public Library

Enjoy the July 4th Weekend!
from Councilman Peter McNair

257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57)
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

CALABRESECALABRESE
FARMSFARMS

  SWEET CORN  SWEET CORN
   FRESH FROM OUR FIELDS

Squash, Kale, 
Lettuce, Cabbage, 

Cukes, Pickles, Broccoli 

SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE
PLANT CLEARANCE SALE

AGAWAM – Here are some 
upcoming activities happen-
ing at the Agawam Senior 
Center. Some require registra-
tion or confirmation. Infor-
mation in the details below:

Lock Box Informational w/
Agawam Fire Department 

Wednesday, July 8 at 1 p.m. 
in the Dining Room

Join us as we learn what 
a lock box is, where we can 
purchase one and the bene-
fits they offer to residents. The 
Agawam Fire Department 
will be here for any questions 
you may have. 

We Are Providing Facials
Thursday, July 9

MA Licensed Esthetician, 
Diane Neill began her journey 
with skin care and cosmetics 
over 20 years ago.   Services 
that will be available include: 

facials, microdermabrasion 
treatments, masks, make-
up and facial waxing such as 
eyebrow, lip, chin. To book 
a facial call Kristina on the 
1st of the month for an ap-
pointment for the following 
month. 413-726-2836 this is 
a first come first serve basis. 
We have some availability for 
the July 9 facial call Kristina at 
726-2836.

Craft Your Own Obituary
Wednesday, July 15 at 1 p.m.

Why write your own obit 
before the Grim Reaper pays 
you a visit? Here are a few rea-
sons: 

• you know all the details 
and dates of your life better 
than anyone else

• your family will likely be 
very upset when you die, so 
they might have trouble re-

membering and assembling 
all the correct details of your 
life

• your prior planning is a 
courteous and gracious gift 
to your family in their time of 
need; and,

• as a bonus, you get to 
choose how you’ll be remem-
bered for posterity (and future 
Ancestry searches!). 

On Wednesday July 15 at 1 
p.m., come to the Senior Cen-
ter and join Lyn Dean Casey 
and Will Coons for a guided 
hands-on workshop on con-
densing the essence of your 
life into your own personal 
obituary (or just use it as an 
opportunity to gather all the 
facts about your life in one 
place).

An obituary tells friends, 
extended family, and com-
munity who you were and 

how you are choosing to be 
remembered. It doesn’t have 
to be fancy or poetic: it can 
be how YOU want it to be. It 
can be brief or long, funny or 
reflective, and documenting 
joys and accomplishments 
and/or hurtles and regrets. 
Perhaps mention those peo-
ple and/or events whose pres-
ence in your life was an honor. 
There is no right or wrong – 
it’s your life and your obit-
uary – have it your way. No 
registration necessary. Bring 
a light heart, an open mind, 
essential facts about your life, 
pen and paper and if you’d 
like, an obituary or two that 
is close to your heart. Ponder 
your passions: how would you 
like to be remembered? Edit: 
different strokes for differ-
ent folks; we all have varying 
attitudes and approaches to 

the before, during and after 
process of dying and death. If 
this works for you, great; if it 
doesn’t, great.

Hearing Checks 
with Gary

Thursday, July 16
The next New Ears hearing 

care clinic will take place on 
Thursday, July 16. Gary Winn 
a licensed Hearing Instru-
ment Specialist, and owner 
of New Ears Hearing Care, 
will conduct a free hearing 
clinic. He will check ears for 
wax build-up, perform hear-
ing screenings, and counsel 
people about hearing loss. 
Hearing aids will be cleaned 
and adjusted if possible. Call 
821-0604 to make an appoint-
ment. Hearing checks will 
take place in the seminar hall.

BUNCO and Pizza
Tuesday, July 21

Have you ever played BUN-
CO? Now is your chance. Join 
Cindy and friends for a 

Tuesday evening of Bunco 
and Pizza. We will have teams 
of 2 or 4 per table. Be

prepared to have fun and 
laugh. $5 donation for pizza 
and snacks. 

Jewelry Making 
with Sandy

Wednesday, July 29 at 1 
p.m. in the Dining Room
We are excited to offer Jew-

elry Making with Sandy. San-
dy will bring all the 

materials you need and 
you bring your creativity. Cost 
for the class is 

$3 per person plus the cost 
of your supplies. Call Kristina 
at 413.726.2836

Senior Center announces some upcoming activities

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Women’s Fund of Western 
Massachusetts (The Fund) 
is pleased to announce 
$195,000 in general cycle 
grant awards to 17 organiza-
tions serving women, girls, 
and gender-diverse people 
across Berkshire, Franklin, 
Hampden, and Hampshire 
counties in June.

The Fund’s total fis-
cal-year grant cycle, be-
tween August 2025 and June 
2026, awarded $450,000 
in community investment 
grants that were distribut-
ed throughout the 4-county 
region.

The Fund highlighted 
their 30-year anniversary of 
grantmaking to reflect on 
decades-long partnerships 
throughout Western Mas-
sachusetts, while inviting 
new partners to expand its 
network. “This is an op-
portunity to reflect on 30 
years of grantmaking,” says 
Kelley Bryant, Director of 
Grantmaking and Impact at 
the Fund. “The Communi-
ty Investments committee, 
board, and staff sought to 
invest in close partners and 
new partners that sustain 
local communities and fuel 

gender equity in Western 
Massachusetts.”

Julia Keosaian, Execu-
tive Director of Berkshire 
Nursing Families, adds, 
“This support strength-
ens our ability to provide 
free, compassionate peri-
natal and lactation care to 
families across our region 
during one of the most vul-
nerable and transformative 
times of their lives. Mater-
nal and child health in the 
Berkshires depends on the 
kind of sustained, commu-
nity-centered investment 
that the Women’s Fund has 
championed—and we’re 
proud to be partners in that 
work.”

Turmoil in the national 
funding landscape is caus-
ing instability for organi-
zations providing direct 
support in the region. “This 
investment in our organiza-
tion comes at a meaningful 
time...flexible funding such 
as this allows us to remain 
responsive, innovative, and 
grounded in our mission 
of supporting and uplift-
ing our community,” says 
Jasarah Burgos, Executive 
Director, Enlace de Familias 
/ Holyoke Family Network.

Grantees from this cycle 
reflect The Fund’s focus ar-
eas of leadership, economic 
security, and freedom from 
gender-based violence. 
The awarded organizations 
include: Amherst Surviv-
al Center, Arise for Social 
Justice, Berkshire Nursing 
Families, Community Ac-
tion Pioneer Valley, Enlace 
de Familias/Holyoke Fam-
ily Network, Flying Cloud 
Institute, Gardening the 
Community, Girls Inc. of 
the Valley, Girls on the 
Run, Neighbor to Neighbor, 
Northampton Survival Cen-
ter, Planned Parenthood 
- Western Massachusetts 
Health Center of Spring-
field, Rites of Passage and 
Empowerment, Salasin 
Project, The Care Center, 
The Heartwing Center, and 
Volunteers in Medicine 
Berkshires.

Grant funding is pro-
vided by donors and foun-
dations that rely on The 
Fund’s knowledge of region-
al gender-equity challenges 
and expertise in identify-
ing promising solutions. 
Support gender equity and 
become a donor at mywom-
ensfund.org/give-now/.

Women’s Fund of Western MA
awards $195,000 in grants

AGAWAM – Please be ad-
vised that there is an opening 
for an alternate on the Li-
censing Commission.  Inter-
ested parties should contact 
the Mayor’s Office at 413-726-
9730  or send in a letter of in-
terest to nporfilio@agawam.
ma.us as soon as possible.

Opening for 
alternate on 
Licensing 
Commission

AGAWAM – Girls in 
grades 1-8 (26-27 school 
year) will learn the funda-
mental skills, techniques, 
and strategies of Field 
Hockey while practicing 
and playing in this fun pro-
gram. Girls will be broken 
into four different divisions 
based on grade. 

New Player “Try It” day 
will be held on Thursday, 
June 18 at the AHS Stadium 
from 6 to 7 p.m. This is a 
great opportunity to try the 
sport and meet the coaches 
before registering.

Registration begins in 
person and online Wednes-
day, June 10 through July 
12. 

Effective Monday, July 
13 all registrations must 
be done in person and fees 
will increase by $25. No new 
player registrations will be 
accepted after July 20. 

New players or players 
purchasing a new uniform 
will need to visit the Parks 
& Recreation office to be 
sized. To ensure we have 
enough time to order uni-
forms all players will need 
to be sized by Monday, July 
20. 

To access online pay-
ments and registrations log 
onto agawam.ma.us, then 

go to the Parks and Rec-
reation Department page, 
then click on the “Online 
Payments & Registration” 
button, then click on agree. 
This will send you to the 
Unipay Gold site where you 
can select specific program 
registrations under trans-
actions. 

Coaches will contact 
players at the beginning 
of August. Girls will meet 
from mid August through 
October. Practices will be 

held in the early evenings 
and games will be played 
against neighboring com-
munities. 

Players need to supply 
their own stick, shin guards 
and mouth piece.

The costs for the pro-
grams are as follows: 
Grades 1 and 2: Return-
ing $100, New player $125. 
Grade 3 and 4: Returning 
$125, New player, $150. 
Grades 5 to 8: Returning 
$150, New player, $200. 

Youth field hockey signups underway

Anthony C. Bonavita, 
Esquire

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT INJURIES

1380 Main Street
Suite 201

Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168
(Se Habla Español, 

preguntar por Marisol)
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com
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OpinionOpinion
Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author 
verification purposes. We 
do not publish anonymous 
letters.
 All letters are subject to ed-
iting for content and length. 
The deadline is Monday at 
noon. Please send letters to 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
care of Turley Publications 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, or e-mail aan@
turley.com.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibellli

aan@turley.com
sports@turley.com
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Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com
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Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

When should my wife
claim Social Security?

My husband and I were 
sitting on the porch 
reminiscing.  

To be hon-
est I felt a bit 
melancholy. 
Where has 
time gone?  

With emp-
ty nesting feel-
ing like it’s right 
around the cor-
ner, it’s easy to 
drift back in time and 
wish just for a moment that 
the kids were little again.  

Boy, did we read lots of 
books. I remember one of the 
girls’ favorites was “Butterfly 
Count” by Sneed B. Collard 
III.  

In honor of “days gone by,” 
enjoy this column right out of 
the archives

The basic premise of the 
book highlights the North 
American Butterfly Associa-
tion’s Fourth of July butterfly 
count with a simple story of a 
mother and daughter count-
ing butterflies at a prairie 
restoration site named after 
the girl’s great great-grand-
mother Nora Belle.  

When Nora traveled west 
as a child, “regal fritillaries by 
the thousands danced over 
the bluestem grasses, setting 
the prairie afire with butter-
fly wings” yet today they are 
gone, “their prairie homes 
are farms and houses now.” 
The story ends with mother 
and daughter finding the rare 
butterfly in an undisturbed 
area of the preserve, the tiny 
cemetery in which her great 
great-grandparents are bur-
ied.  

Reading the book got me 
thinking about what we could 
do as gardeners to encourage 
healthy butterfly populations. 
According to the North Amer-
ican Butterfly Association it 
isn’t enough to simply choose 
specific flowering “nectar” 
plants to attract butterflies, 
we must also choose plants 
that will feed caterpillars- that 

w a y we 

are providing for the entire 
life cycle of the insect.  

Some of the best nectar 
plants for our area include 
native wildflowers such as 
boneset, Joe-pye-weed, milk-
weed, black-eyed Susan and 
purple coneflower. Other 
common wildflowers like 
hawkweed, ox-eye daisy and 
Queen Anne’s Lace make 
good nectar plants as well.  

Top caterpillar food plants 
for our region include carrot, 
dill, parsley, fennel, milk-
weed, nasturtium and verbe-
na. 

The largest number of but-
terfly species will be drawn 
to our yards if we imitate 
how plants grow in the wild. 
To do so, we should install 
a diverse mixture of trees, 
shrubs, perennial and annual 
flowers and herbs that bloom 
throughout the growing sea-
son. 

Trees such as aspens, wil-
lows, poplars, and wild cher-
ry make great host plants for 
caterpillars. In addition, they 
give butterflies shelter from 
the wind, protection from 
predators and spots to roost 
at night.  

A good habitat should also 
include some form of water 
source that will provide but-
terflies with additional mois-
ture when dew and rain are 
scarce. “The Family Butterfly 
Book” by Rick Mikula (Storey 
Publishing, $29.95) offers a 
fun project to make with your 
kids called a waterless pond.  

Line a shallow hole in the 

garden with a trash bag, fill 
it with stones and add wa-

ter. Dew will collect on 
the rocks in the 
morning and 
slide down the 

cracks.  
Butterflies 

can land on 
the rocks and 

sip water from the 
crevices. Put a narrow 
band of sand around 

your pond and this area 
will serve double-duty as a 
“puddling station,” a place 
for male butterflies to imbibe 
salts and minerals in prepa-
ration for mating.  

Another important fea-
ture in a butterfly garden is a 
basking station. To be able to 
fly, these solar powered crea-
tures must warm up.  

In fact, Mikula reports 
that their flight muscles must 
achieve 83 degrees before lift-
off !  

Light colored stepping 
stones placed about the gar-
den will reflect the sun, al-
lowing the insects upper and 
lower wing surfaces to heat 
up at the same time.   

After researching this ar-
ticle I realize just how little I 
know about butterflies. Luck-
ily, some of the plants men-
tioned above already grow on 
my property, and butterflies 
often frequent the premises.  

For more information on 
or to participate in the North 
American Butterfly Associa-
tion’s butterfly count consult 
their website at www.naba.
org.  

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. For 34 
years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.
com with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line. 

Reminiscing brings butterflies to mind
inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
We could use guidance 

on optimum dates for my 
spouse to begin taking Social 
Security. 

She doesn’t have enough 
work credits on her own, so 
she will be using mine for 
spousal benefits. I was born 
in 1955, and I now get $3,886 
in monthly SS benefits. 

My wife was born in 1961. 
We currently receive about 
$50,000 per year in royalties 
and VA disability payments 
that will stop upon my death. 

So, with that in mind, can 
you suggest optimum dates 
for my wife to claim, based 
on my projected death in 
early 2027 or early 2030? My 
wife is very healthy and will 
likely live beyond 2040. 

Of course no one can pre-
dict their own passing; these 
are just random dates I came 
up with based on probabili-
ties with my health issues. 

Signed: Planning Ahead

 Dear Planning Ahead: 
Life expectancy and fi-

nancial need are prima-
ry factors for your wife to 
consider at this point, plus 
whether she is now working. 
Her Full Retirement Age for 
Social Security purposes is 
age 67 and, if she takes her 
spouse benefit before that, 
the monthly amount will be 
reduced by about 8.3% for 
each year early, and she will 
also be subject to Social Se-
curity’s Annual Earning Test, 
which limits how much she 
can earn from working prior 
to reaching her FRA. 

Statistically, your wife’s 
life expectancy is about 87 
that’s average longevity for 
a woman your wife’s current 
age. Even though she isn’t 
eligible for her own SS retire-
ment benefits, she can still 
get a spousal benefit while 
you are both living and will 
get an even higher surviving 
spouse benefit when you die. 

That’s because her spou-
sal benefit while both living 
will be based on 50% of your 
Full Retirement Age entitle-
ment, but your wife’s sur-
viving spouse benefits when 
you die will be based upon 
100% of the benefit you were 
receiving at your death.

Generally, if you believe 
you will pass within the next 
few years and your wife isn’t 
working, her best option 

would be to claim her regu-
lar spouse benefit now. 

Although she will initially 
get less than 50% of your FRA 
entitlement, that amount 
will be replaced automati-
cally by her higher survivor 
benefit when you pass. De-
pending on her age when 
you pass, she will get the full 
$3,886 monthly amount you 
are receiving at your death 
plus any COLA yet to be 
awarded. 

If that happens before she 
reaches her full retirement 
age, her monthly survivor 
amount will be actuarially 
reduced based upon how far 
before her FRA it is claimed. 
Generally, the survivor ben-
efit reduction will be about 
4.75% for each full year 
claimed early about .396% 
for each month early.  

So, to a large degree, your 
wife’s options for spouse and 
survivor benefits are based 
on your expected longevity. 
If you have reason to believe 
you will pass within the next 
few years, then your wife 
should probably claim her 
spousal benefit now while 
you are both living. 

Because she is a bit shy 
of 65 years old, her initial 
SS spouse benefit will be re-
duced she’ll get about 42% 
of your FRA benefit amount, 
instead of the 50% she would 
get if she claimed at age 67. 

She can collect that 
amount until you die, at 
which time she will receive 
her survivor’s benefit as your 
widow. If she has reached age 
67 when that happens, your 
wife’s benefit will become 
the same as yours was when 
you died, the $3,986, plus any 
COLA since awarded. 

And she will collect that 
higher SS survivor benefit 
for the remainder of her life 
which, from what you’ve 
shared, would likely be about 
20+ years. Assuming her life 
expectancy is at least aver-
age, that is how your wife 
would get the most cumula-
tive Social Security benefits 
over her lifetime.

As you have said, no one 
can predict how long they 
will live, but from the infor-
mation you’ve provided, I 
expect that the above would 
likely be your wife’s best So-
cial Security strategy. And, 
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John Kunhardt of Belcher-
town took this photo of a 
northern yellow warbler near 
Lake Wallace in Belchertown. 

Northern yellow warblers 
are small, evenly propor-
tioned songbirds with medi-
um-length tails and round-
ed heads. They are 4.7 to 5.1 
inches long. For a warbler, the 
straight, thin bill is relatively 
large.

Northern yellow warblers 
are uniformly yellow birds. 
Males are a bright, egg-yolk 

yellow with reddish streaks on 
the underparts. Females are 
also yellow but appear slightly 
duller. 

Both sexes flash yellow 
patches in the tail. The face is 
unmarked, accentuating the 
large black eye.

People may look for these 
warblers near the tops of tall 
shrubs and small trees. 

They forage restlessly, 
with quick hops along small 
branches and twigs to glean 
caterpillars and other insects. 

Males sing their sweet, whis-
tled songs from high perches.

Northern yellow warblers 
breed in shrubby thickets 
and woods, particularly 
along watercourses and in 
wetlands. Common trees 
include willows, alders and 
cottonwoods across North 
America 

In winter these warblers 
inhabit a variety of wood-
ed habitats including man-
groves, deciduous forests and 
tropical evergreen forests, as 

well as gardens, town plazas, 
second growth, brushy pas-
tures, hedgerows, agricultural 
lands and plantations.

Their song sounds like 
“sweet-sweet-sweet, I’m so 
sweet.” 

Yellow warblers usually 
build their nests in shrubs or 
small trees, typically 3 to 10 
feet above the ground. The 
nest is often placed in dense 
foliage, making it difficult for 
predators to spot.

They commonly select wil-

lows, alders or other shrubs 
near water. The surrounding 
leaves provide camouflage 
and protection from harsh 
weather.

A typical yellow warbler 
clutch contains about three 
to five pale greenish or bluish 
white eggs with small brown 
or gray speckles.

The female incubates the 
eggs for roughly 11 to 12 days, 
rarely leaving the nest ex-

cept to feed. Once the chicks 
hatch, both parents help feed 
them. 
Feeding mealworms

After seeing a pair of blue-
birds, I started putting out 
mealworms on the picnic ta-
ble every day. I figured   black 
bears would not bother with 
mealworms. 

I was right and the birds 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Northern Yellow Warbler PHOTO BY JOHN KUNHARDT
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. __ chat
  5. Statue near the 

Pyramids
 11. A process to 

change the look
 14. Herb
 15. Think about 

excessively
 18. Bass vocal part
 19. Supreme Allied 

Cmdr. of NATO
 21. A major division of 

geological time
 23. New Zealand parrot
 24. Cognitive contents
 28. Lump of yarn
 29. Atomic #109
 30. Let go of
 32. Indian title of 

respect
 33. Whereabouts 

unknown
 35. Electronic data 

processing

 36. Drivers’ licenses 
count

 39. Snakelike fishes
 41. They precede C
 42. Popular personal 

computers
 44. Intermediate 

community stage 
in ecological 
succession

 46. Wings
 47. Indicates position
 49. Pleasantly smooth 

or soft
 52. Jeweled headdress
 56. In slow tempo
 58. __ Falls
 60. Reassertions
 62. Eras
 63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN
  1. Corporate executive
  2. A plant used for 

flavoring food

  3. Opinion or belief
  4. Sheep in their 

second year
  5. Intensities of sound
  6. Indicates support 

for
  7. Expression of 

laughter
  8. OJ trial judge
  9. Pointed ends of 

pens
 10. True bugs genus
 12. Lawyers argue 

theirs
 13. Body parts
 16. Closes tightly
 17. World Heritage site 

in Nigeria
 20. Islamic calendar 

month
 22. Commercial
 25. “Westworld” actor 

Harris
 26. They __
 27. Religious guilds

 29. Woman (French)
 31. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 34. Brew
 36. Spiritual leader
 37. Indigo bush
 38. Burn with a hot 

liquid
 40. Older citizen
 43. Scad fish genus
 45. Morning
 48. Line passing 

through the center 
(abbr.)

 50. Double S-shaped 
curve

 51. Small, thin person
 53. Older
 54. Mars crater
 55. Humanities
 57. Word element 

meaning ear
 58. To the __ degree
 59. Residue
 61. It cools your home

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Spr ngfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Corn so fresh the ears still wiggle.”

freshpickedfrom our farm
every morning 

Coming Soon

AGAWAM – The highlight 
of the Agawam Historical 
Association’s yearlong com-
memoration of the United 
States Semiquincentennial 
will take place on Saturday, 
July 4 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the association’s historic 
Thomas Smith House, 251 
North West Street, Feeding 
Hills. The Smith house, built 
ca. 1757, and listed in the 
National Register of Histor-
ic Places, is one of the few 
surviving Agawam struc-
tures extant during Ameri-
ca’s fight for independence. 
Present on the Fourth will 
be the 25th Continental 
Regiment, who will model 
Revolutionary War military 
life and conduct musket 
drills throughout the day. 
Continuous demonstrations 
of blacksmithing, open fire 
cooking, tinsmithing, basket 
weaving, flax spinning, 18th 
century fashion and tex-
tiles by the 25th Continen-
tal Regiment and members 
of the Green Valley Home-
stead living history group 
will also take place. Sheep, 
ducks, and rabbits will be 
present on the grounds, 
and younger visitors will 
be able to partake in 18th 
century children’s activities. 
Other activities that day will 
be an archeological dig on the 

grounds, a display of artifacts 
marked for the association’s 
America250 time capsule, a 
public reading of the Decla-
ration of Independence, and 
a community bell ringing at 
2:00 pm, continuing an 18th 
and 19th century tradition of 
ringing bells in celebration 
of freedom and patriotism 
that was made official in 
1963 when President John F. 
Kennedy signed a congres-
sional resolution designating 
Independence Day “National 
Bell Ringing Day.” Attend-
ees are encouraged to bring 
a bell of any sort to join in. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
provide letters to future 
Agawam residents describ-
ing 21st century life for in-
clusion in the time capsule, 
which will be sealed later 
this year and not opened 
for another century. Those 
wishing to read a portion of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence should contact the as-
sociation by email at 1855@
agawamhistory.org by July 1. 
The Thomas Smith House 
and Delmore Hawthorn Ga-
rage will be open for tours 
during this event, which is 
free, open to the public, and 
supported in part by a grant 
from the Agawam Cultural 
council, a local agency which 
is supported by the Mass Cul-

tural Council, a state agency. 
The private, non-profit, 
all-volunteer Agawam His-
torical Association preserves 
and presents Agawam and 
Feeding Hills history at its 
two locations and provides 
educational opportunities at 
its quarterly meetings. The 
association archives and dis-
plays artifacts pertaining to 
the Town of Agawam and its 
Fire Department in the Mar-
ilyn P. Curry History Room 
and Chief Russell “Rusty” 
Jenks Apparatus Room of the 
Agawam Historical & Fire 
House Museum, located in 
the former Elm Street Fire 
Station at 35 Elm Street in 
Agawam Center. The associ-
ation has preserved the ca. 
1757 Thomas Smith House, 
at 251 North West Street in 
Feeding Hills, in largely orig-
inal, unrestored condition; 
the property was listed in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in 2005. The associ-
ation also offers an annual 
scholarship to an Agawam 
senior pursuing higher ed-
ucation in a history-related 
field. For more information, 
please visit agawamhistory.
org or follow the Agawam 
Historical Association on In-
stagram and Facebook. Vol-
unteers and new members 
are always welcome.

25th Continental Regiment members from left: Maureen Richard, Joseph Potter, Rob Keenan, and 
John Richard, will return to the historic Thomas Smith House in Feeding Hills on July 4 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. as part of the Agawam Historical Association’s commemoration of the United States 
Semiquincentennial.

Historical Association hosting July 4 event
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

for the record, I admire you 
exploring your wife’s options 
in advance. I hope this an-
swers your question, but rest 
assured we are always here if 
you need any further infor-
mation.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 

staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citizens 

Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

ate them up quickly. Yes, the 
bluebirds came for the meal-
worms, but so did two cat-
birds and a male robin.

The other day the pair of 
catbirds landed on the table 
as I spread out the meal-
worms. I’ve noticed them 
check the table for meal-
worms before I put them out.
Red-shouldered hawk

A woman in Montgom-
ery reported a red-shoul-
dered hawk in her yard. It’s 
one of the most distinctive-
ly marked common hawks 
with barred reddish-peachy 
underparts and a strongly 
banded tail. 
Wild turkey encounter

My daughter, Paula, was 
walking her dog, JoJo on the 
rail trail in Gilbertville along 
the river. A hen turkey was 
hidden on the side of the 
trail. She states, “When JoJo 
and I ran by, she flew up. One 
of the babies panicked and 
started running after mom 
flew off, which caused mom 
to charge at us making a 
bunch of noise.”

She states, “JoJo and I 
sprinted a good 20 feet be-
fore she decided we weren’t a 
threat anymore.”

She continues, “But this 

was definitely the closes en-
counter we’ve ever had. JoJo 
now ranks turkeys in the 
‘scary’ category along with 
Canada geese.”
Brimfield birds

A Brimfield resident 
emailed, “A pair of yel-
low-bellied sapsuckers spent 
a few days visiting a native 

dogwood tree in the yard 
awhile back. And we have 
seen a few warblers, a com-
mon yellowthroat checked 
me out when I was working 
in the garden yesterday. We 
have at least two male hum-
mingbirds visiting the yard 
and feeders and at least one 
female.” 

He stated, “I saw a female 
rose-breasted grosbeak col-
lecting nesting material so 
I’m going to look for a nest. 
Several years ago I found a 
grosbeak nest near our shed.”
Osprey

The Brimfield resident 
stated in his email, “The Os-
prey nest in Warren looks 
like the chicks have hatched 
based on the behavior of an 
adult at the nest yesterday. 
In the past it is usually mid 
June before I see chicks in 
the nest. When they are very 
young osprey chicks mostly 
lay down in the nest waiting 

to be fed.” 
He reported four great 

blue heron nests at the pond 
I visit in Warren where the 
Ospreys nest.
Bird count

The Brimfield resident 
also stated, “The Allen Bird 
Club of Springfield does 
a spring bird count each 
year in mid May. We use the 
Christmas Bird Count count 
circle, I have covered Ludlow 
since 1989. I only managed 
50 species this year, part-
ly because my hearing isn’t 
what it use to be.”

He stated,  “I did man-
age to find a Tennessee and 
Parula warbler, about a doz-
en yellow-rumped warblers, 
two common loons, one 
each solitary and spotted 
sandpiper and a black-billed 
cuckoo. I hadn’t seen a cuck-
oo in a few years.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. The Palm-
er office has a new phone 
system and I will be getting 
an extension where messag-
es may be left. I will publish 
the number as soon as it is 
set up.

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) is inviting 
artists and artisans to partic-
ipate in its Sixth Annual Pio-
neer Valley Art Festival.

The Art Festival will be 
held on Friday, Aug. 21, and 
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Pol-
ish American Club in Feeding 
Hills. Show hours are from 2 
to 8 p.m. on Friday, and from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. 

The ACAA is encouraging 
artists, artisans, and writers 
to submit their work for re-
view. Among the artistic me-
diums included are watercol-
or, acrylic, oil, mixed media, 

sculpture, photography, ce-
ramic, stained glass, wood, 
fashion, textile, and jewelry.

All work must be original 
and handmade by the artist 
or artisan, of professional 
quality. Prints and giclees will 
be accepted. No kits, food, 
soap, candles, or AI-generat-
ed work will be accepted.

Tent space is available on 
the paved parking lot for $50.

Students from any area 
high school are accepted free 
of charge, and must have a 
tent set up.

The Pioneer Valley Art 
Festival is highly promoted 
through local TV stations; 

Agawam Media Channel 
15 and 1074HD; Agawam 
Cultural Council website; 
newspapers; town forums; 
Mailchimp; the ACAA web-
site, www.agawamarts.com; 
and the ACAA Facebook 
page, that has over 850 fol-
lowers. 

The week before the fes-
tival, there will be over 20 
street signs placed around 
Agawam. 

Further information, in-
cluding registration forms, 
can be obtained by contact-
ing Ceil Rossi at email: to-
carefree2@hotmail.com.

ACAA ‘Call for Art’ for festival

LUDLOW – Crafters 
Wanted for the Rosary So-
dality’s St. Nicholas Craft Fair 
and Raffle on Saturday, Nov. 
14, 2026, at Christ the King 
Church located at 41 War-

saw Avenue in Ludlow from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The cost is a non-refund-
able $40. fee for an 8-ft table, 
which will be provided by the 
church. 

To reserve a table or for 
more information contact 
Debbie Martell at 413-547-
8739 or Lorraine Bernier at 
413-519-7658. Light refresh-
ments will be available.

Crafters wanted for fall craft fair
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AGAWAM – Last Wednes-
day evening, Agawam girls 
summer soccer defeated 
Ludlow 5-1 at Agawam High 
School’s turf field for their first 
win this summer. Agawam 
was scoring early and often in 

the game, jumping out to a 3-0 
lead in the first half. Agawam 
improved to 1-4-1, but still 
has a long way to climb in the 
standings. The Brownies are 
off for the holiday week and re-
turn to action early next week.

 Brownies pick up first win of summer

THOMPSON, CT — A 
beautiful afternoon greet-
ed the new and returning 
fans, teams and support-
ers at Thompson Speedway 
Wednesday night. Rookie 
Charles Beal led the start of 
the Street Stock main event 
with outside polesitter Mike 
Viens going around on lap 
one. Back under green, Jar-
rod Soucy stole the lead as Al 
Stone III and Ryan Lineham 
joined the picture up front. 
Veterans Stone and Lineham 
motored under Soucy by lap 
six with Ryan Lineham taking 
the win over Al Stone III and 
Soucy holding on for third.

Rookies Mikey Flynn and 
Andrew Brousseau brought 
the Thompson Sunoco Mod-
ifieds to green before Rob 
Schultz made contact with 
the backstretch wall to call 

out the early caution on lap 
two. Brousseau battled hard 
with Keith Rocco from then 
on with the rookie facing 
the multi-time track cham-
pionship veteran. Rocco and 
defending champion Todd 
Owen made the move under 
Brousseau before the halfway 
point and that is how they 
ran under the twin checkered 
flags at the end of 35-laps.

The Late Models were 
next to take the track with 
Jared Meteras and Travis 
Hydar putting on a show 
out front. The two went toe-
to-toe as defending champ 
Jake Johnson and Icebreaker 
winner Matt Lowinski-Loh 
joined in for a four-way bat-
tle. Hydar and Johnson were 
next to scuffle with Johnson 
powering under the rookie 
but the Stafford champion 

was far from finished. Hydar 
kept glued to his tail, making 
a move to the inside as he 
tried to lead lap twenty until 
losing it in turn three. Hydar 
held on and kept going but 
left Jake Johnson to take the 
Wednesday night win over 
sophomore Late Model racer 
Jared Roy and veteran Jared 
Materas.

The Pro Truck Challenge 
returned to Wednesday Night 
Racing action at Thompson 
Speedway with Randy Burr 
quickly taking control at the 
front of the field. Through a 
pair of quick-spin cautions, 
Burr proved to be the better 
restarter in the field, launch-
ing away each restart all the 
way to the 35-lap win over 
Adrien Paradis and Tyler 
Chapman.

The SK Light Modifieds 

got off to a shaky start before 
Todd Douillard and Daltin 
McCarthy kept things under 
green out front. Before too 
long, John O’Sullivan and 
Kevin Davis entered the pic-
ture under Douillard and be-
gan to chase down McCarthy. 
While the chase continued, 
Douillard’s day ended off turn 
two with a spin into Danny 
Gamache to end their nights 
on lap 10. In the final restart 
O’Sullivan pulled away but 
Davis came back with a ven-
geance to take the win ahead 
of O’Sullivan and RJ Marcotte 
at the line.

The Monaco Modified 
Tri-Track Series rounded out 
Wednesday’s racing program 
at Thompson Speedway with 
Noah Korner and Mike Chris-
topher Jr. fighting hard for 
the lead in the opening laps. 

Content to ride it out, veter-
ans Ronnie Williams and Ron 
Silk followed the leaders be-
fore slowly picking them off 
with the turn three slingshot 
underneath. After blowing 
the engine in his primary car 
in practice, Jon McKennedy 
ran home to Chelmsford to 
grab the back-up car and just 
made the tail of the starting 
field. By the lap 19 caution for 
a single-car spin in turn two, 
McKennedy sat tenth on the 
grid.

It continued to be the Ron-
nie and Ron show out front 
with Williams leading Silk 
around the 5/8-mile oval un-
til the lap 39 caution sent the 
field pit-side for fresh Hoo-
sier rubber. Patrick Emerling 
would use the superior pit 
stop to take the restart lead 
but Williams, McKennedy 

and Silk stayed nose-to-tail 
behind him. One final restart 
with 14 laps remaining left 
this talented gaggle of cars 
to fight it out to the end. Ul-
timately it was Ron Silk who 
took down the $10,000 win 
with Patrick Emerling across 
the line in second followed 
by Ronnie Williams, Austin 
Beers and Jon McKennedy to 
round out the top-five.

Thompson Speedway is 
back in action in just two 
weeks on Wednesday, July 
8 with Twisted Tea Winged 
Wednesday! The lightening 
fast New England Supermod-
ified Series (NESS) visits the 
Thompson highbanks along-
side the Thompson Suno-
co Modifieds, Late Models, 
SK Light Modifieds, Street 
Stocks and Thunderstock 
Crown Vics with a 6 p.m.

Ron Silk picks up win in modifieds event at Thompson Speedway 

Clockwise from above: Bella Santaniello dribbles up the field after 
making a play on defense; Gabriella Ramos controls play near 
midfield; Cecelia Litz plays the ball off her body; Samantha Izzo 
chases after the ball; Kaylen Paquette sends a pass away; Kaylen 
Paquette sends a pass away; Goalie Kayleen Sullivan picks up the 
ball ahead of a shot.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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HOLYOKE – The Valley 
Blue Sox dropped their third 
consecutive game after suf-
fering a 5-2 loss to the Dan-
bury Westerners on Saturday 
night. The Blue Sox had won 
their two previous matchups 
against Danbury but struggled 
to get on base early in tonight’s 
game, which contributed to 
the outcome. 

The top of the first inning 
came and went for the Blue 
Sox as Danbury’s starting 
pitcher, Cole Gibson, retired 
the batters in order, giving the 
Westerners a chance to set the 
tone. For Valley, Andrew Op-
penheimer made his season 
debut, joining the team due to 

personnel changes in the Blue 
Sox’s bullpen. 

Postgame, head coach John 
Raiola touched on having play-
ers come onto the team in the 
middle of the season, but made 
it clear that he has to rely on 
those who have been here from 
the beginning.

“It does take some guys 
here and there to come in and 
replace some guys that we 
lost,” said Raiola. “Our core is 
our core [and] they are all here 
for a reason…they know what 
it takes to be successful at this 
level.”

Oppenheimer began the 
bottom of the inning by walk-
ing the lead-off hitter, Jack 

Lutte, who advanced to second 
when Kyle Garbowski ground-
ed out. Collin Mowry then hit 
an RBI double with Lutte in 
scoring position, giving Dan-
bury an early 1-0 lead. 

Gibson continued his im-
pressive start in the second 
by retiring the batters in or-
der once again, but this time 
Oppenheimer followed suit, 
quickly regrouping from his 
first inning. 

Valley still had trouble find-
ing a way on base in the third, 
and Danbury kept capitalizing 
on the Blue Sox’s shortcomings 
as Noel Rivera got walked, ad-
vanced to second, and scored 
on a wild pitch, putting Valley 

behind 2-0. 
The fifth inning had Valley 

getting two men on base when 
Eddison Esquivel hit a single 
out to center field, and Nick 
Tomasetto was walked. Unfor-
tunately, the next three hitters 
were retired by Gibson, ending 
Valley’s chance at a scoring op-
portunity. 

Danbury did not waste any 
time starting the bottom of 
the frame as Peter Link hit a 
long homer out to center field, 
extending the deficit to 3-0. 
However, Anthony Grabau re-
sponded with a home run of 
his own during the sixth, lead-
ing the team in the home run 
category and getting Valley 

their first tally of the game.
The Blue Sox finally got the 

momentum on their side with 
Trevor Harmon getting walked 
and moving to second off an-
other Esquivel single. Nick To-
masetto hit a single of his own 
and sent Harmon home, bring-
ing Valley within one run of a 
tie game.  

Owen Basso replaced Op-
penheimer in the bottom of 
the sixth and ended up loading 
the bases after hitting Ronan 
Donohue with a pitch and 
walking Michael Delph and 
Gavin Donohue. Basso then 
threw a wild pitch that allowed 
Ronan Donohue to score Dan-
bury’s fourth run.

There were no runs scored 
in the seventh, and unlike Dan-
bury, Valley was not able to 
get on the board in the eighth. 
The final run of the game was 
another home run from the 
Westerners as Gavin Donohue 
hit the ball out of Rogers Park, 
putting a late Blue Sox come-
back out of reach.

Valley’s focus now shifts to 
their next game, and Coach 
Raiola spoke about what he 
hopes to see from his team 
when they play the Sharks.

“More compete, more fight, 
more energy,” said Raiola. “To-
morrow’s a new day…and [an] 
opportunity to put together a 
more complete game.”

Valley Blue Sox drop third straight game, falling to Danbury

Turley Publications 
sports department has re-
cently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account by 
searching “turleysports.” 

We will regularly feature 
samples of photos that you 
will see in our publications 
on a weekly basis. 

Please follow and share 

with your friends and loved 
ones. 

We will be featuring pho-
tos from all 11 of our sports 
sections, but as always, you 
can see all the photos that 
appear by subscribing to 
your local paper or picking 
up a copy in your commu-
nity.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Even though 
the New England Mutiny had 
already been eliminated from 
the USL W playoffs, they still 
had a chance to influence 
the race for first place in the 
Northeast Division entering 
the regular season finale.

Had the Mutiny pulled off 
an upset victory against Ver-
mont Green FC, the Hudson 
Valley Crusaders would have 
finished at the top of the 
Northeast Division table.

However, it was Vermont 
Green FC players and their 
rowdy supporters doing all 
the celebrating following a 
3-0 shutout win over the Mu-
tiny at Lusitano Stadium last 
Saturday night.

“We wanted to play 
the spoiler role in today’s 
match,” said New England 
Mutiny midfielder Avery 
Klingensmith, who’s from 
Belchertown. “We were hop-
ing to make the playoffs in 
our first season playing in 
this league, but it’s always a 
lot of fun trying to impact an-
other team’s season.”

Vermont Green FC cap-
tured the inaugural USL W 
League Northeast title with a 
6-0-4 overall record.

They’re scheduled to host 
the Eastern Conference play-
offs this weekend

One of the Vermont 
Green’s ties came at Lusitano 
Stadium against the Mutiny 
(1-1) on May 26. 

Vermont Green squeaked 

out a 2-1 home win in the 
second meeting between the 
two squads at the beginning 
of June.

The Mutiny finished their 
season with a 2-6-2 overall 
record.

“We lost a couple of close 
games this season,” Klin-
gensmith said. “We also had 
a lot of new players, and it 
was a rebuilding year for us. 
We always tried to do our 
best in every game.”

Kate Howarth and Megan 
Cunningham made their 

first starts of the season in 
last Saturday’s match.

“I played with both of 
them in the past and it was a 
lot of fun having them back 
on the field again today,” 
Klingensmith said. “They’re 
a big part of this organiza-
tion.” 

Howarth, who also played 
for the Orlando Pride of the 
National Women’s Soccer 
League, is the Mutiny’s all-
time leading goalscorer and 
point-scorer.

Klingensmith is also one 

of the Mutiny’s veteran play-
ers. She joined the squad af-
ter graduating from Belcher-
town High School in 2022.

“It has been a great jour-
ney playing for this team,” 
said Klingensmith, who 
graduated from American 
University in May. “I only live 
about 15 minutes away and 
this place is very special to 
me. I’m hoping to play for 
this soccer team again next 
year.” 

Klingensmith is planning 
to play for a professional 

soccer team in Greece be-
ginning in August.

The other players from 
Western Mass. listed on the 
Mutiny roster are Mila Dil-
lard (Chicopee), Hope San-
tiniello (Agawam), and Ten-
nessee Murphy (Monson). 
None of those players played 
in the final match of the reg-
ular season. 

During the opening half 
of last Saturday’s match, the 
Mutiny had two free kicks, 
but both attempts were 

saved by Vermont Green 
goalie Olivia Shippee.

The visitors from Burling-
ton took a 1-0 lead during 
the 28th minute following a 
goal from Georgina Clark.

Emily Mara, who assisted 
on Clark’s goal, booted the 
ball into the net three min-
utes later.

The score remained 2-0 
until the 73rd minute when 
Lauren DeGroot netted 
another goal for Vermont 
Green. 

New England Mutiny shut out by Vermont Green FC

Addyson Earl tries to outrun an opponent.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COMGoalie Chloe Lazier sends a free kick away.

Above: Brigid Moore winds up for a free kick.
Right: Avery Klingensmith is closely pressured by an opponent.

BASIC PISTOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE

For License To Carry Permit
$140

Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz

muscione@hotmail.com

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Had the West-
ern Mass. Pioneers failed to 
secure a victory in last Friday 
night’s match against AC Con-
necticut, their playoff hopes 
would have vanished for the 
first time since they entered 
USL League Two in 2019.

The Pioneers kept their 
postseason dreams alive a lit-
tle bit longer thanks to a hard 
earned 1–0 shutout win at Lu-
sitano Stadium.

“We didn’t get the result 
that we wanted in our last 
match on Tuesday night, and 
we had a tie here last week,” 
said Pioneers assistant coach 
Tomas Duben. “It was very im-
portant for us to get the three 
points and the win in tonight’s 
game. We’re still battling for a 
postseason berth.”

Duben took over the head 
coaching duties from longtime 
Pioneers head coach Federico 
Molinari, who spent last week-
end coaching a Western Unit-
ed Pioneers U-16 girls’ team at 
a tournament in Virgina.

Since 2024, Duben has a 
3-0-1 record as the Pioneers 
interim head coach.

“My playing career ended a 
couple of years ago because of 
a knee injury,” he said. “I really 
enjoyed playing for this soccer 
team. I’m very grateful that 
Federico gave me this coach-
ing opportunity and I’m still 
learning.”  

The Pioneers improved to 
6-2-2 (20 points) following the 
home shutout victory, solidi-
fying their hold on third place 
in the Northeast Division. 
They trail first place Vermont 
Green FC (10-0-1, 31 points) 
and second place NEC (10-
1-1, 30 points). Only the top 
two teams in the Northeast 

Division qualify for the league 
playoffs.

Western Mass. finished at 
the top of the Northeast table 
in both 2019 and 2021. They 
made it all the way to the 
National Semifinals in 2021. 
They’ve finished in second 
place during the past four sea-
sons. 

Between 2010 and 2018, the 
Pioneers only qualified for the 

USL PDL playoffs once.
AC Connecticut (1-10-0) 

had several scoring chances 
during the first twenty five 
minutes of the opening half, 
but Pioneers goalie Ben Alex-
ander made the saves which 
kept the match scoreless.

“Ben played very well in 
tonight’s match,” Duben said. 
“The defense also gave him a 
lot of support back there.

Alexander returned to ac-
tion after missing a couple of 
games due to an injury.

It was the Pioneers’ fourth 
1-0 win of the regular season. 
They also played a scoreless 
draw in a road match against 
Black Rock FC at the begin-
ning of June. 

The Pioneers, who have a 
3-1-1 home record, took ad-
vantage of a mistake made by 
AC Connecticut goalie Asger 
Hemmer-Hansen to take a 1-0 
late in the first half. 

Alfred Baafi put a shot into 
the back of the net giving the 
Pioneers a 1-0 lead at the end 
of the first half.

“The goalie attempted to 
clear the ball, but I stole it 
away from him,” said Baafi, 
who scored his third goal of 
the season. “Then I put a shot 
into the wide open net, which 
felt really good. We’re still hop-
ing to make the playoffs”

Baafi, who’s from Techi-
man, Ghana, is a first-year 
member of the Pioneers.

“The atmosphere at this 
stadium is always outstand-
ing,” he said. “We get plenty of 
support at our home games.”

Baafi is also a member of 
the men’s soccer team at High 
Point University in High Point, 
North Carolina.

Two years ago, Baafi was a 
member of the Seacoast Unit-
ed Phantoms, which captured 
the USL-League Two National 
Championship title.

“It was an amazing feeling 
after my team won the cham-
pionship game two years ago,” 
said Baafi, who’s going to be a 
senior in the fall. “I just needed 
a change and decided to play 
for the Pioneers this year. I’m 

also hoping to be drafted by a 
MLS team.”

The Pioneers had an oppor-
tunity to score another goal at 
the start of the second half.

Martin Echarren sent 
a pass into the box to Juan 
Galindrez, whose shot attempt 
skipped wide of the goal. 

The Western Mass. squad 
also had several more chanc-
es to score, but the score re-
mained 1-0.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to host Black Rock FC at 
7:30pm on Friday night.

Playoffs hopes still alive after Pioneers shutout

Left: Riley Priddy makes a quick pass.
Above: William Fauth watches his pass move away.

for this year’s KidsFest.
According to the Parks 

and Recreation Department, 
shows for the SummerFest 
could either be cancelled de-
pending on the circumstanc-
es, or if there is time to move 
the show, it could be held at 
the Polish American Club in 
Feeding Hills. KidsFest events 
could be cancelled in the 
event of rain.

To check on the status of 
events, please call Parks and 
Recreation at (413) 821-0514. 
They may also possibly adver-
tise cancellations on social 
media.

SUMMER  ❚   from page1

Joe Couture and Ellen Davilli enjoying a evening out at School Street Park at a previous concert. 

Clockwise from above, let: Jaiden Williams goes for the throw-in; 
Matiwos Rumley goes to meet the ball; Martin Echarren looks up 
the field; Alfred Baafi makes a backwards pass.TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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QUEEN SIZE SLEIGH BED, Amish 
made, beautiful, no hardware $325.
LEATHER ADJUSTABLE CONCERT 
PIANO BENCH, excellent, $65. 
TEEK SHOWER STOOL, 14dx8h, 
beautiful, brand new in box, $85. 
FUTON with quality mattress, $175. 

413-256-1670 

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000 
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200. 
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK
CHICKENS FOR SALE.

Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred. 
All large brown New England type layers. 
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

Town Administrator 
 Town of Russell, MA

 
The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication 
and collaborative skills to oversee and 
manage day-to-day operations for our 
Town.  Russell is a small rural community 
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the 
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.  
Led by a three-member Select Board, and 
Open Town Meeting form of government, 
the Town relies on the Town Administrator 
to be responsible for the oversight and 
management of daily operations of the 
Town. 
Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects, 
assisting with the preparation of budgets, 
coordinating with various town boards and 
committees, supervising and coordinating 
overall operations of Town government 
and managing day-to-day affairs under the 
general direction of the Select Board.  The 
Town Administrator will support the Select 
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with 
government agencies and the public and 
manage municipal operations for the Town.  
Attendance at certain evening meetings is 
required. 
Candidates should have knowledge and 
competence in municipal finance and 
budgeting, project management, human 
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations. 
The successful candidate should possess 
five (5) years of municipal management 
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government 
agency.  A degree in public administration 
or a related field is preferred.  An equivalent 
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession 
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered. 
This is a full-time position with benefits. 
Starting salary range of $70,000 – $85,000 
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.  

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf 
attachment to 

nboersig@townofrussell.us
 Applications must be 

received by July 16, 2026.
The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-
nity employer.

FOR RENT
826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2 
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR. 
Applications required. For more infor-
mation, please call 413-583-3097. 

CONDO: 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 bath in Chi-
copee. Quiet, parking/2 cars. Total remodel. 
$1600/month. First/security. 413-204-
9828 

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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outdoor relief, Agawam’s 
Spray Park is open now at 
School Street Park. It oper-
ates daily from 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. and is available to all 
visitors because it was cre-
ated using funds from the 
Community Preservation 
Act Fund.

Perry Lane Pool is also 
now available for limited 

hours. It is available Monday 
through Friday from 4 to 6 
p.m. 

Campers at the Perry 
Lane day camp utilize it 
during the daytime. The 
pool is also open for resi-
dents from 12 to 5 p.m. on 
Saturdays and Sunday.

Updates for all of these 
locations can be found on 
the town’s website at www.
agawam.ma.us. 

Johnson also said all res-
idents should do their part 
and look out for their friends 
and neighbors, including 
checking on elderly residents 
who live alone or are other-
wise vulnerable.

The summer is very early, 
it is more likely than not that 
cooling centers will be uti-
lized at more points between 
now and September.

of representation, and I had 
lots of comments on my thou-
sands of comments on my 
TikTok’s. Lots of comments 
that she can’t have demen-
tia and play piano that well. 
She can’t have dementia and 
have a sense of humor. All 
these things. So that’s when I 
started recording some of her 
dementia. And showing that, 
yes, this woman really is lost 
in space and time, until you 
get her to a piano.

Lebar’s mother walked 
into a room and began to 
play for people, the energy in 
the room shifted and people 
seemed to wake up, “That is 
honestly a physical thing to 
watch. It is a natural part of 
humanity, going back mil-
lennia, that people will re-
spond to rhythm and sound 
and people will tap their feet 
and it creates a unison, cause 
everybody’s doing the same 
thing. And it just wakes peo-
ple up; it’s just magical.”

A large portion of Lebar’s 
presentation discussed ways 
to gently lie or distract in or-
der to keep the peace, she 
tells us why she believes this 
method works well, “Mostly 
that book and then watching 
some of the more experienced 
aids in my mother’s memory 
care unit, who knew how to 
do it. Who knew how to dis-
tract, divert attention, those 
kinds of things. It’s not a nat-
ural thing to lie. But when you 
see the positive impact of it, 
and really the car keys thing 
was for me that was a switch 
flipping in my head because 
I’m like, ‘oh this worked like 
right away’ and it didn’t em-
barrass her.”

Adult Services Library As-
sociate Kristen Frost wanted 
to have the presentation at 
Agawam Public Library

“The journey of Randi and 
her mom Elaine is one that 
anyone who knows someone 
with dementia will be famil-
iar with,” Frost said. “Randi 
presents their story in such a 

compassionate and relatable 
way, so that anyone who may 
be experiencing something 
similar will connect with. The 
Music and Memory helps oth-
ers realize they are not alone 
in dealing with the stages of 
dementia a loved one is ex-
periencing. Randi’s message 
is ultimately encouraging to 
others, demonstrating that 
there are pathways to connect 
with someone in a meaning-
ful way throughout their de-
mentia diagnosis. Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Month is a perfect 
time to showcase this kind of 
information.”

Lebar is dedicated to 
spreading all the information, 
tips and tricks she learned 
through her journey with her 
mother to communities ev-
erywhere to provide some an-
swers and comfort for those 
going through similar jour-
neys with their loved ones. 
For more information about 
upcoming events at Agawam 
Public Library visit the li-
brary’s website.

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

AGAWAM – Karen Ca-
bana and Kara Phadael 
opened a new vintage store 
in Agawam.

The store, called Karen & 
Kara’s Vintage Vibes and Cu-
riosities sells a wide variety 
of items including kitchen 
ware, glassware and jewelry. 

Selling vintage items has 
been a dream of Cabana’s for 
a long time. Prior to opening 
the store she had been look-
ing to set up a stand at a local 
store. Then, the opportunity 
opened for her to purchase 
her own space. 

“My first instinct was ‘oh 
my gosh, no, that’s too much,’ 
but then I said ‘well, don’t 
be negative,’” Cabana said. 
“I thought about my friend 
Kara and I jumped up from 
my desk, ran over to where 
she sits, and I said to her, ‘do 
you want to go into business 
with me?’” 

Phadael had also long 
been interested in vintage 
items. She had already had 
some experience selling 
pieces she had found, but she 
was interested in expanding 
further. 

So, when Cabana asked, 
Phadael quickly agreed. 

Three days later, they 
rented the space and started 
preparation for opening the 
shop. They have yet to regret 
the decision. 

“It’s a job that doesn’t feel 
like a job,” Phadael shared. “I 
can’t wait until it takes over 
my life.”

Both Phadael and Cabana 
are grateful for the welcome 
they have received from the 
people of Agawam. 

“The community has 
been really welcoming, and 
it’s pretty amazing,” Cabana 
said. 

Already they have several 
customers who they think 
will become regulars. They 
also make sure to always 
greet repeat customers with 
new items. 

“We are constantly bring-
ing in some new stuff, even 
if we have to take things out 
that didn’t sell to make room 

for the new items,” Phadael 
said. “So every time you walk 
into our shop, you’re going to 
see things you didn’t see last 
time.”

Phadael and Cabana think 
that their success is, at least 
in-part, due to their prices. 

“We want to let people 
enjoy vintage items at afford-
able prices,” Cabana said. 

Additionally, they take a 
lot of pride in the environ-
ment of their store. 

“We wanted Karen & Ka-
ra’s Vintage Vibes to be dif-
ferent from the stereotypical 
antique shop,” Phadael said. 
“We want people to feel com-
fortable browning, gathering 
inspiration, and enjoying the 
experience–not just shop-
ping.”

They also shared their 
gratitude to the employees 
at Cooper’s Gifts. Cabana 
and Phadael share a building 

with Cooper’s Gifts and all 
of the employees have been 
very welcoming. 

“The staff at Cooper’s have 
been great,” Cabana said. 
“They helped us learn how to 
style a window because we 
had never had to style a front 
window before. They met us 
here early on days they didn’t 
even have to work.”

Caban and Phadael look 
forward to establishing 
themselves further in Aga-
wam as the months go by. 
They also hope to potentially 
expand to a second store in 
the future so they have more 
space to display their items. 

Karen & Kara’s Vintage 
Vibes is open on Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sat-
urdays and Sundays from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. To keep up to 
date on the store, go to their 
website at https://kkvinta-
gevibes.com/. 

Pair opens new vintage store

Karen & Kara’s Vintage Vibes and Curiosities has opened in 
Agawam.

COOLING   ❚   from page1

MUSIC   ❚   from page1

ObituaryObituary
Robert J. Cecchi, 1944-2026

Robert J. Cecchi, 81, of 
Feeding Hills, passed away 
unexpectedly on Tuesday, 
June 9 following a tragic 
accident while on the 2026 
Hot Rod Power Tour. He was 
traveling in his vintage ‘37 
Plymouth Hot Rod with his 
beloved wife, Clarice, doing 
what he loved. Born on Oc-
tober 1, 1944 in Springfield, 
Rob was the son of the late 
Erminio and Anna Cecchi, 
of Feeding Hills. He grew up 
on the family farm, a place 
that shaped his character 
and would later become his 
life’s work.

As a second-generation 
farmer and proud owner of 
E. Cecchi Farms, Rob leaves 
behind a remarkable legacy 
of hard work, perseverance, 
and dedication to serv-
ing the local community. 
Through his commitment 
to providing fresh produce 
and flowers, he touched the 
lives of generations of fami-
lies throughout the region. 
Leaving school at an early 
age to help raise a family 
and run the farm, he was 
instrumental in its growth 
and success. Rob was nev-
er daunted by challenges, 
whether from Mother Na-
ture or the ever-changing 
economy. He simply accept-
ed them as the nature of the 
business; “If farming was 
easy, everyone would do it.”

Though he “retired” 
years ago, retirement nev-
er quite seemed to suit 
him, and in recent years, 
he could still be found tin-
kering in his garage, fixing 
tractors and trucks, weld-
ing parts, or offering advice 
- whether it was requested 
or not. He had a natural 
talent for trouble shoot-
ing mechanical problems, 
and his sons kept him busy 
with a never-ending list of 
machinery and tractors 

that needed attention.
Through his example, he 

instilled a strong work ethic 
and sense of responsibility in 
his children and grandchil-
dren that will continue on 
for generations. It brought 
him great joy to see his sons 
grow up working alongside 
him and carry on his life’s 
work. Rob was deeply root-
ed in the community; he 
was an active member of the 
Agawam Chapter of The Li-
ons Club and supported lo-
cal food banks through con-
tributions from the farm.

When he wasn’t work-
ing on the farm, Rob could 
be found adventuring with 
the woman he loved the 
most, Clarice, his wife of 
22 years. He loved the open 
road, and enjoyed traveling 
the country with Clarice 
on road trips and weekend 
drives, frequently stopping 
at casinos, visiting Harley 
dealerships, or enjoying a 
meal at one of their favorite 
restaurants. They loved to 
include friends and family 
in their trips when possi-
ble, and would often make 
new friends along the way. 
Spending winters in Punta 
Gorda, FL in recent years, 
they enjoyed the sunshine, 
going for bike rides, square 
dancing, and gardening. 
They were members of Har-
ley Davidson clubs in both 
locations, and Rob will be 
missed greatly by their club 
members and neighbors.

Rob was an avid col-
lector and lover of vintage 
tractors and trucks, agri-
cultural tools and equip-
ment, and a pig enthusiast, 
developing an impressive 
collection despite only 
having acquired the hobby 
later in life. Rob and Cla-
rice attended many annual 
“pig conventions” and even 
hosted one on the farm.

Above all else, Rob loved 
his family and friends, and 
they all loved him back in 
equal measure. He was fond-
ly referred to by his children 
as “Pop” and by his grand-
children as “Nono”. Though 
he was at times a man of few 
words, he didn’t need many 
to convey his feelings for the 
people

he loved. It was a quiet, 
unspoken love that could al-
ways be felt by those closest 
to him. He would drop any-
thing to help a friend or fam-
ily member, and frequently 
lent his handiness to help-
ing take on a new project. 
He had a great sense of hu-
mor, which was often on dis-
play at family gatherings or 
on his many escapades with 
Clarice. Rob’s grandchil-
dren will forever remember 
the many Friday night pool 
nights, flea market visits, 
and road trips with him and 
Clarice, who worked as a 
team to ensure every occa-
sion was unique and excit-
ing, often including games, 
contests, or costumes.

Rob’s legacy will live on in 
the family he cherished, the 
farm he devoted his life to, 
the community he served, 
and the many lessons he 
has passed on through his 
example.

Rob was predeceased by 
his first wife Emily Cecchi. 
He is survived by his loving 
wife, Clarice Cecchi, his chil-
dren, David (Laurie), Bobby, 
and Michael (Michelle) Cec-
chi, step-daughter, Jenny La-
fond, his sister, Carol (Jim) 
Kaleialoha, and his grand-
children, Dillon, Joseph, Me-
gan, Bailey, Bethany.

In honor of Rob’s wishes, 
there will be no public ser-
vices or calling hours. Dona-
tions can be made in Rob’s 
memory to the Agawam Li-
ons Club.

Robert J. Cecchi
Died June 9, 2026

DEATH NOTICE
OBITUARY POLICY: Turley Publications offers two types 

of obituaries. One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the 
name of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place. 
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, which allows fam-
ilies to publish extended death notice information of their own 
choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com. Exceptions will be made only when the fam-
ily provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 

•
Public NoticesPublic Notices

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD24P2583EA 

Estate of: 
Patricia M Maynard

Date of Death: 10/25/2024 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of 

Complete Settlement has been 
filed by Clark P Maynard of 
Feeding Hills, MA requesting 
that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a 
final account, a determination 
of heirs at law and other such 
relief as may be requested in the 
Petition.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of  07/31/2026.

This  i s  NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: June 29, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

07/02/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield MA, 01103 
(413)748-7758 

Docket No. 
HD03P185476TP1
In the matter of: 

Hortense H. Bergeron
Date of Death: 01/01/1900 

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR ALLOWANCE OF 

ACCOUNT 
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed 

by: Bank of America, N.A. of 
Springfield, MA / Timothy 
J Ryan of Springfield, MA 
requesting allowance of the thir-
ty-seventh to the forty-second 
account(s) as Trustee and any 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To do 
so, you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before 
10:00 a.m. on 07/30/2026. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 

date, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you. 

Witness, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: June 17, 2026 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

07/02/2026

Town of Agawam
Legal Notice

The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a public hear-
ing on Thursday, July 16, 2026 
at 6:00pm and the Agawam 
City Council will hold its public 
hearing on Monday, August 3, 
2026 at 7:00pm at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of 
these hearings will be to hear 
the petition of Mayor Johnson 
& Council President Russo for 
a proposed zoning amendment 
for “An Ordinance Enacting a 
Temporary Moratorium on Data 
Centers in the Town of Aga-
wam.” The City Council’s public 
hearing will be livestreamed on 
the Town of Agawam’s web-
site at www.agawam.ma.us and 
will also be televised on Cable 
Access Channel 15 or Channel 
1074. Copies of the proposed 
zoning amendment can be ob-
tained from the Planning De-
partment between the hours of 
7:30am and 3:30pm at the Aga-
wam DPW, 1000 Suffield Street, 
Agawam, MA or by emailing 
the Office of the City Clerk for 
an electronic copy at vgioscia@
agawam.ma.us.

By Order Of:
Violet Baldwin, Chairman
Agawam Planning Board

Anthony Russo
City Council President 

07/02, 07/09/2026


