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By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Public Library welcomed
kids and their families for
them to take part in the Poop
Museum.

Kids got to learn about
how different animals eat
and then recycle their waste
(or poop).

They learned about snails,
penguins, birds, bees, aphids,
snakes, ants, butterflies and
many more animals.

They also learned how all
of these animals can work
together to make the ecosys-
tem work, even through their
poop.

“In the animal kingdom,
poop goes back to being part
of the world really quickly]
Owner of the Poop Muse-
um Susie Maguire said. “But
when our poop goes into a
sewer system it aggregates
and becomes food for things
we don’t want in the world,
that’s when it becomes tox-
ic. So I think we are going
to have challenges around
water and changing the way
in which we handle our own
poops...so 1 think it helps
having those conversations
we need to have around
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Children experiment with ‘poop’ é

During the Poop Museum, Owner of the Poop Museum Susie Maguire shared fun facts about aphid poop.

poop.”

An example of how ani-
mal poop goes back into the
environment is that bees use
aphid poop to then create
honey, which so many hu-
mans enjoy eating.

The kids also learned a
variety of other fun facts to
share with their friends, such
as the fact that butterflies
actually don’t poop at all or
that snails’ poop is the color

Maguire came up with the
idea of the poop museum
back in 2020. It initially start-
ed as an online program, and
has just continued to grow
from there.

of anything they eat.

“It was the

middle of

COVID and parents were
desperate for cool stuff for
their kids to do, I just just
couldn't do enough classes;
Maguire said. “It changed my
life. I've done thousands of
Zoom programs and now I
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get to go to libraries”

When she made the move
to make the program in-per-
son and not just online, the
APL was one of the first plac-
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People who attended the library’s summer reading kick-off could play arcade games at the arcade on wheels.

TURLEY PHOTO BY QUINN SUOMALA

Fun and games at the APL summer reading kick-off

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Public Library held their
summer reading kick-off on
Monday, June 23.

During this event kids
and adults were welcome to
play board games, do crafts,
eat ice cream from the Moo-
licious Ice Cream truck and
play games on the arcade on
wheels.

The library staff tried to
have a variety of activities so
anyone could come in and
enjoy themselves.

“The concepts we were
going for were an all-ages
program, something kids
can do and also adults could
enjoy, Children’s Librarian
Pamela Weingart said.

One of the available activ-
ities was a make-your-own
board game craft, which
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many families were excited
to take home and get started
on.

“We have an outline of
the board game and then
kids and families can add all
the special parts in,” Weing-
art said.

All of these activities
were to encourage people to
come to the library and sign-
up for the summer reading
program.

There are summer read-
ing programs for kids, teens
and adults. Kids and teens
can earn a raffle ticket for
every half hour they read
which they can then use to
enter into a raffle for the va-
riety of prizes the library has
available.

Adults earn a raffle ticket
for every hour they read, and
they can also use those tick-
ets to try to earn prizes.

Kids, teens, and adults

can also earn raffle tickets
for doing different activities
(such as reading a fantasy
book or going to an event
at the library) and for com-
pleting the summer reading
challenge.

To sign up for the sum-
mer reading program online,
go to the website at https://
agawamlibrary.beanstack.
com/reader365.

There is a community
summer reading goal for
the summer. The APL is
challenging the community
to read for a total of 5,000
hours.

“We've started doing
community goals so every-
body is reading together
and contributing to the goal
we have,” Adult Services Li-
brarian Cher Collins said.
“I think it helps to have ev-
eryone work collaboratively
toward that common goal”

Collins also hopes the
community goal will help to
encourage adults to partici-
pate in the summer reading
program just as much as the
kids.

“We think it is as import-
ant for adults [to read] as it
is for kids,” Collins said.

While it is important for
children to read through-
out the summer so they can
keep up their literacy and
education, adults can also
benefit greatly from reading
and Collins hopes to encour-
age more people to do so.

Also, she felt that adults
should have the chance to
enjoy summer reading just
as much as the kids.

“We have found that
adults who get to do incen-
tivized reading seem to en)\
joy the fun too,” Collins said.
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Salomao presents
professional development
plans for next year

By Amanda Munson
amunson@turley.com

AGAWAM - On June 24,
the Assistant Superinten-
dent Cheryl Salomao pre-
sented the professional de-
velopment plans of 2025 to
2026. Superintendent Sheila
Martin mentioned that the
district has a professional de-
velopment committee, Salo-
mao continued with cultivat-
ing learning independence
themed PowerPoint.

“The picture on the left
is showing an adult teacher
working alongside a student
providing support and scaf-
folds. Our goal is we can get
students moving more to-
wards the right photo where
students are independent
learners and thinkers. Not
relying on the adults working
with them in the classroom
and doing that major think-
ing for them. said Salomao.

With the cultivating learn-
ing independence theme,
the three categories of pro-
fessional development are
universal design for learning
(UDL), shifting dependent
learners to independent
learners, and culturally re-
sponsive teaching. UDL cre-
ates a learning environment

that’s accessible and inclu-
sive to all learners, regardless
of their background or learn-
ing style.

For culturally responsive
teaching, this will connect
classroom instruction to stu-
dents’ lives making learning
more relevant and effective.
Salomao followed by review-
ing Agawam’s strategic plan
with fostering a sense of be-
longing, equipping schools
with the necessary resources,
strategies and support; along
with increasing opportuni-
ties for voice and choice, ex-
panding learning opportuni-
ties so all students meet high
expectations. “Within that,
we have our professional de-
velopment days that are set
within our school calendar”
added Salomao.

The professional devel-
opment dates are the fol-
lowing: Sept. 3 with Keynote
Speaker Matthew Rodriguez
of Coaching Independent
Learners with the entire dis-
trict staff, Oct. 23 for a half
day for grades seven through
12 and education support
personnel (ESP), Nov. 4 is
a full professional develop-
ment day for teachers aimed
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Senior Center holding bus trips

Bus trips are here. Join us
on Aug. 6 to visit the iconic
Saratoga Racetrack. Witness
the home of Sovereignty, the
celebrated winner of the 2025
Kentucky Derby and Belmont

Stakes. We have only 10 seats
left for this thrilling experience.
$125 pp. Contact Jo and Debbie
[ InsidersTravel2025@gmail.
com for details. Two new trips
to be announced soon.

Phone: 413.283.8393 ¢ Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews ¢ Email: aan@turley.com
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Library announces upcoming children’s activities

The Summer Reading Chal-
lenge at the Agawam Libraryis
off to a spectacular start. Kids
and teens have been logging
their reading, winning prizes,
and participating in fun, free
activities. If you haven't signed
up yet, it’s not too late! Our
Summer Reading Challenge
goes through August 8th. We
are challenging the entire
community to work towards
logging a total of 5,000 hours
of reading during the Summer
Reading Challenge. You will
be able to follow our progress
by checking out the life-sized
game board by the Circulation
Desk. To log your reading go
to the website agawamlibrary.
beanstack.org.

We will also have lots of ac-
tivities for kids and teens. All
activities are free and open to
public. Some events require
registration. Registration is
open. To register go to the
website agawamlibrary.org, or
call 413-789-1550 ext 3.

The following events are
happening July 7 to 18 at the
Agawam Public Library. To
view the full listing of Summer
Reading events go to our web-
site: agawamlibrary.org

Monday, July 7

Family Take & Make Craft
- 3-D Floating Ship. For kids
of all ages. Available all day
while supplies last. Drop-in,
no registration is required.

Teens Kirby Scavenger
Hunt - For grades 7-12. All

Week. Stop by the Teen Space
anytime the library is open
to do this scavenger hunt.
Everyone who completes a
Kirby Scavenger hunt will
be entered into a raffle for a
special scavenger hunt prize,
separate from the Beanstack
raffles.

Kids Scavenger Hunt &
Riddle - All Ages. Available
all day. At the end of the week
two winners will be chosen
and they will each get a small
prize. This week we will have
a Pac-Man-themed hunt &
riddle.

9:30 am Toddler Time - For
ages 19 m. - 36 m. Drop-in.
Join us for stories, activities,
and playtime.

Tuesday, July 8

Kirby Scavenger Hunt — For
grades 7-12. All Week. Stop by
the Teen Space anytime the
library is open to do this scav-
enger hunt. Everyone who
completes a Kirby Scavenger
hunt will be entered into a
raffle for a special scavenger
hunt prize, separate from the
Beanstack raffles.

Kids Scavenger Hunt &
Riddle - All Ages. Available
all day. At the end of the week
two winners will be chosen
and they will each get a small
prize. This week we will have
a Pac-Man-themed hunt &
riddle.

Kids Tuesday Trivia -
Available all day on Tuesdays
during Summer Reading

Challenge. Kids can answer a
trivia question and get a small
prize. The questions range in
difficulty so there will be ques-
tions that are appropriate for
different age groups.

9:30 am Art & Stories — For
ages 3-5. Drop-in. Hear a story
and make a fun art project!

11:00 am Ready for Kin-
dergarten - For ages 3-5. Reg-
istration is required. Come
practice the skills you'll need
for Kindergarten. This pro-
gram is provided by Pathways
for Parents.

3:00 pm - 4:30 pm - Dun-
geons & Dragons for grades
7-12. Registration is required.
Create your own character
and journey through a mag-
ical world full of beauty and
danger! Join Dungeon Master
Evan for 7 sessions of dice-roll-
ing, roleplaying, and imagina-
tive adventuring. No D&D ex-
perience? No problem! This is
a beginner-friendly program.

Wednesday, July 9

Teens Kirby Scavenger
Hunt - For grades 7-12. All
Week. Stop by the Teen Space
anytime the library is open
to do this scavenger hunt.
Everyone who completes a
Kirby Scavenger hunt will
be entered into a raffle for a
special scavenger hunt prize,
separate from the Beanstack
raffles.

Kids Scavenger Hunt &
Riddle — All Ages. Available
all day. At the end of the week

two winners will be chosen
and they will each get a small
prize. This week we will have
a Pac-Man-themed hunt &
riddle.

Joke Day - For all Ages. All
Day. Tell a joke to alibrarian in
the Children’s Room and get a
small prize.

9:30 am Grow, Play & Learn
- For ages birth - 2 years old.
Drop-in. Stories, songs and
skill building, led by an Early
Childhood  Developmental
trained staff member, guiding
caregivers in strengthening
interactions with their child.
This program is provided by
Pathways for Parents.

10:30 am Grow, Play &
Learn - For ages 3 years old
- 5 years old. Drop-in. Sto-
ries, songs and skill building,
led by an Early Childhood
Developmental trained staff
member, guiding caregivers
in strengthening interactions
with their child. This program
is provided by Pathways for
Parents.

6:00 pm Make Your Own
Shrinky Art Keychain - For
grades 7-12. Registration is
required. Use heat-shrink
plastic to make your own key-
chain! All materials will be
provided.

Thursday, July 10

Family Take & Make Craft
- 3-D Floating Ship. For kids
of all ages. Available all day
while supplies last. Drop-in,
no registration is required.

Teens Kirby Scavenger
Hunt - For grades 7-12. All
Week. Stop by the Teen Space
anytime the library is open
to do this scavenger hunt.
Everyone who completes a
Kirby Scavenger hunt will
be entered into a raffle for a
special scavenger hunt prize,
separate from the Beanstack
raffles.

Kids Scavenger Hunt &
Riddle - All Ages. Available
all day. At the end of the week
two winners will be chosen
and they will each get a small
prize. This week we will have
a Pac-Man-themed hunt &
riddle.

9:30 am Baby Story Time
- For ages birth — 18 months.
Drop-in. We will read stories,
sing songs, learn a little Amer-
ican Sign Language and play
together.

6:30 pm Balloon Twisting
Story Time - For ages 2 and
older. Registration is required.
Join us for this special story
time with special guest Miss
Brie. We will read stories, and
play with balloons.

Friday, July 11

Teens Kirby Scavenger
Hunt - For grades 7-12. All
Week. Stop by the Teen Space
anytime the library is open
to do this scavenger hunt.
Everyone who completes a
Kirby Scavenger hunt will
be entered into a raffle for a
special scavenger hunt prize,
separate from the Beanstack

raffles.

Kids Scavenger Hunt &
Riddle - All Ages. Available
all day. At the end of the week
two winners will be chosen
and they will each get a small
prize. This week we will have
a Pac-Man-themed hunt &
riddle.

Joke Day - For all Ages. All
Day. Tell a joke to alibrarian in
the Children’s Room and get a
small prize.

Extra Fun Fridays — All Day.
For kids of all ages. Kids of all
ages can stop by the Children’s
Room anytime on Fridays and
do special activities.

9:30 am Grow, Play & Learn
- For ages birth - 2 years old.
Drop-in. Stories, songs and
skill building, led by an Early
Childhood  Developmental
trained staff member, guiding
caregivers in strengthening
interactions with their child.
This program is provided by
Pathways for Parents.

10:30 am Grow, Play &
Learn - For ages 3 years old
- 5 years old. Drop-in. Sto-
ries, songs and skill building,
led by an Early Childhood
Developmental trained staff
member, guiding caregivers
in strengthening interactions
with their child. This program
is provided by Pathways for
Parents.

2:30 pm stay Cool at the
Movies Elf: Buddys Sing &
Cheer Along,. For all ages. Reg-
istration is suggested.

Veterans Cemetery friends
group holding golf tournament

AGAWAM — The Friends
of the Massachusetts Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery at
Agawam and the Friends of
the Agawam Veterans Coun-
cil proudly announce their
First Annual Golf Tourna-
ment in support of Wreaths
Across America, a national ef-
fort to honor and remember
our fallen veterans during the
holiday season.

This exciting event prom-
ises a day of camaraderie, re-
membrance, and community
support. Golfers, sponsors,
and community members
are invited to participate and
help lay wreaths at the graves

of veterans resting at the
Agawam Veterans Memorial
Cemetery this December.

Event Details: 18 Holes of
Golfwith a cart, lunch, dinner
and araffle entry.

Location: Agawam Munic-
ipal Golf Course

Date: Aug. 31

Time: 12 noon

Registration Options:

« Individual Golfer: $125

« Team of Four: $450

+ Dinner Only: $30

« Tee Sponsor: $100 (Com-
pany or “In Memory of” ded-
ication)

« Other Sponsorship Op-
portunities Available

Payments Accepted:

+ Check (payable to FM-
VMCA, PO Box 03, Feeding
Hills, MA 01030)

» Venmo

« Credit Card (by phone)

To Register or Sponsor:

Contact Marline Clare-
mont at 413-221-9548 or
email wreathfriends@gmail.
com.

Registration forms
available upon request.

Join us in honoring those
who served with a round of
golf, good food, and great
company—all for a noble
cause.
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Tykes Tuesday back in the summer

HOLYOKE - Summer is
just around the corner and
that means Tykes Tuesday
is back for free family fun at
Holyoke Mall Tuesday morn-
ings from July 8 through Aug.
19.

Tykes Tuesday, sponsored
by The Care Center, features
seven weeks of free family
activities and exclusive dis-
counts on Tuesdays starting
at 11 am. on the lower lev-
el in Macy’s Court. The kids’
program is free, open to the
public, and is best suited for
children ages 12 and under.
This year’s activities include
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live animal ambassadors, a
magic show, free trampoline
park admission, and more.

Tykes Tuesday Schedule:

+ July 8: Wildlife on Wheels
with Forest Park Zoo

+ July 15: Adventures at Al-
titude Trampoline Park (Lim-
ited Availability, Registration
Full)

« July 22: Celebrate Christ-
mas in July with Mrs. Claus,
Face Painting and More

« July 29: Magic Show with
Ed Popielarczyk

« August 5: Meet and Greet
with the Holyoke Fire Depart-
ment and Belchertown PD
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« August 12: Superhero
Training Academy with Face
Painting and Balloon Art

« August 19: Funtastic
Forces with Mad Science

Families are encouraged
to pre-register at www.holy-
okemall.com/tykes-tues-
day-2025/. Plus, families who
come to all 7 weeks of Tykes
Tuesday will be entered to
win a Grand Raffle Prize of
a Back-to-School gift pack.
Those interested can get aloy-
alty punch card at the Holy-
oke Mall registration table on
July 8.

Supplies running short,
Feline Friends Cat Sanctuary
seeks more donations

AGAWAM - To all of
our valued friends and
supporters: The Cat Sanc-
tuary is running short of
supplies this month. Could
you help out with an extra
boost by donating unscent-
ed clumping cat litter, Kirk-
land purple bag of dry cat
food, cases of Friskies, gift
cards to Costco or B.Js?
financial donations,
checks can be mailed to
P.O. Box 174, Feeding Hills
@Feline-
FriendsRaffle. Venmo: @Fe-
line-Friends. New drop off
location: 532 Springfield
St., Feeding Hills. *Look for
the Feline Friends sign on
the side door. Please put
donations inside the door. *

Just a reminder that we
have a donation bin at the
Agawam Public Library.

For

01030. PayPal:

Please include contact in-
formation with donations
if you would like an ac-
knowledgement. We are
grateful for every donation.
Local pick up is available
by calling 786-5019.

We are thrilled to an-
nounce that were chosen by
E.B’s Restaurant for their
Give Back Wednesday Pro-
gram on June 18. E.Bs, lo-
cated at 385 Walnut Street
Ext., will donate 10% of the
day’s total food sales to our
sanctuary. It includes eat
in or take out. Thanks to all
who participated.

Thank you to every-
one who donated goods
or monetary donations in
June. Your generosity is ap-
preciated by the cats and
their humans. Thanks to
Katie H, Carl and Cheryl

K, Kim, Joanne L, Carolyn
C, Terry and Bill, Kay and
Tootsie, Joan E, Crystal M,
Ken K and Irene F, Virginia
R, Valerie S, Dawn S, Julie G,
Christina and Pete, Abigail
F, Daniel G, Eva S, Judith R,
Judith C, Juanita E, Glen G
and Linda K.

Feline Friends Inc. is a
community-based,  non-
profit sanctuary that does
not discriminate against
any cat based on age, gen-
der or disability.

More information
about our sanctuary may
be found on our website
at felinefriendsinc.org or
our Facebook page at Fe-
line Friends Cat Sanctuary.
Contact us with questions
at  info@felinefriendsinc.
org or by phone at 413-786-
5019.

AHS Class of 1975 to hold reunion

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam High School Class of
1975 will hold a reunion
on Saturday, Oct. 4 from
4:30 to 10 p.m. at the Polish

American Club in Feeding
Hills.

Please email connie-
beaudette@yahoo.com for
any questions.

There is also a Facebook
page dedicated to the re-
union, which can be ac-
cessed by searching “Aga-
wam Class of 75 Reunion.”
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Adult Summer Reading Program ramps up in July

AGAWAM - Summer is
in full swing as we “Level
Up” at the Agawam Library.
The Adult Summer Reading
Program kicked off on June
23 and runs through August
8. Adults 18 and older can
win up to 66 raffle tickets
throughout this challenge by
logging their reading and do-
ing activities. Raffle tickets
can be entered to win one of
our grand prizes. We've also
challenged the Agawam com-
munity to collectively read
5,000 hours, and every hour
logged during this reading
challenge will help reach our
goal. All ages may contribute!
Stop in throughout the sum-
mer to track our progress on
the summer reading game
board display. For more infor-
mation about and to register
for the adult summer reading
challenge, please visit aga-
wamlibrary.beanstack.org or
stop at the Information Desk
for a summer reading packet.

July is busy at the library.
In addition to our reading
challenge, the library is of-
fering fun programs and
creative crafts. Chair Yoga
will continue on Wednesday
mornings at 9:05 a.m. in the
Clini Community Room. As
we celebrate the Level Up
theme, our adult board game
night returns on Wednesday,
July 2 at 6:30 p.m. Put the
screens away and join us for a
traditional board game night
with games like Ticket to Ride
and Munchkin. Have a favor-
ite game youd like to share?
Bring it along. This is a drop-
in event and adults 18+ are
welcome. Light refreshments
will be available. A special
viewing of the original Mar-

vel superhero movie will be
shown on Thursday, July 3 at
2 p.m. Enjoy the cool space
and some patriotic snacks
to usher in the Fourth of July
holiday.

Adult take and make crafts
are back for the summer. Let
us help you Level Up your
crafting. Beginning Monday,
July 7, crafters can pick up the
first of three summer take and
makes. The first take and make
craft kit includes everything
you'll need to create a piece
of beautiful floral collage art,
including a variety of pressed
flowers, watercolor paper to
use as a base for the collage,
a paint brush and glue, and
an acrylic stand in which to
display your creation! The
second take and make will be
available on Monday, July 21.
Try your hand at embroidery
and create a piece of rustic,
nature-themed canvas art
with this free craft kit. Each
kit includes the following: 6
template designs, 1 canvas,
acrylic paint in the colors
navy, green, and black, a paint
brush, white embroidery
floss, an embroidery needle,
and step-by-step instructions.
These kits are for patrons ages
18 and over and are available
while supplies last. 1 kit per
person, please.

On Monday, July 7 at 6:30
p-m. in the Clini Community
Room, the library is pleased
to welcome back Master
Gardener Shari Petrucci for
session number two of ‘A
Gardener’s Year” After last
session’s spring introduction,
we will follow up with vari-
ous gardening practices for
summer. Let’s dive into perk-
ing up your soil, managing

flowers, herbs, and veggies
and also pruning your trees
and shrubs. We then switch
over to succession planting
and new plantings for the fall
harvest and discuss successes
and failures of our gardens.
Join us for this helpful and
informative gardening ses-
sion and “level up” your green
thumb. This program is spon-
sored by the Agawam Center
Library Association.

Join for an interesting and
informative program on Mon-
day, July 14 at 6:30 p.m. in
the Clini Community Room.
Let’s talk about death—over
something sweet. Death
over Donuts is a welcoming,
no-pressure space to explore
death, loss, and the liminal
spaces in between. Inspired
by the Death Café movement
but with a looser structure,
this gathering invites open
conversations through books,
movies, art, poetry, and na-
ture. This inclusive meetup
is for girls, guys, and ghouls
alike—because death touches
us all. Come as you are, and
let’s navigate the unknown to-
gether—one donut at a time.
A partnership with Agawam
Public Library, West Spring-
field Public Library and Hid-
den Hollow Holistix. This
program is sponsored by the
Agawam Center Library Asso-
ciation.

Qigong Instructor Pame-
la Cincotta is back with us
for a “pop-up” qigong class
on Tuesday, July 15 at 11:00
a.m. in the Clini Community
Room. Explore balance and
calm movements to stay en-
ergized, cool, and calm during
these warmer months.

The July Library Tech

Sessions will focus on Libby.
Come learn the essentials
on how to find and borrow
new eBooks and audiobooks,
along with some helpful hints
and tips. Tech sessions will be
held on Wednesday, July 16 at
6:30 p.m. and Tuesday, July 22
at 10:00 a.m. in the Clini Com-
munity Room. Please register
for either session. Tea & Triv-
ia returns on Tuesday, July 22
at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday,
July 30 at 2:30 p.m., also in
the Clini Community Room.
Come by yourself or with a
team; prizes will be awarded
to the winning players. We
will use the same questions
for both sessions, so register
the time you prefer and join
us for some fun. These pro-
grams are for patrons ages 18
and older. The Agawam Writ-
er’s Group will meet on Thurs-
day, July 17 at 6:00 p.m. in the
Peirce Conference Room.

The library is excited to
welcome back Julia Nadolny
on Thursday, July 17 at 6:30
pm for Chakra Healing. If
you have experienced Ju-
lia’s sound healing sessions,
this next class will bring you
deeper into exploring your
energy. Discover the power
of your energy centers in this
gentle, guided class. Learn
about each chakra and how
to recognize imbalances.
Clear energetic blockages in
your chakras through a guid-
ed meditation with Julia and
her crystal bowls. No experi-
ence needed—just come with
an open heart. This event is
sponsored by the Agawam
Center Library Association.
Please register for this event.

Adult Services Librarian
Cher Collins will present an

Introduction to Genealo-
gy on Monday July 28 at 6:30
p-m. in the Clini Communi-
ty Room. Come learn about
basic research strategies and
tips and tricks for getting and
staying organized. For a more
advanced introduction to re-
search, Cher will present an
Introduction to Ancestry-Li-
brary Edition on Friday, Aug.
1 at 10 a.m. Search for census
records, vital statistics, immi-
gration and military records
and start to piece together the
story of your family’s history.
Registration is required for
both sessions.

Back by popular demand.
Level Up your puzzle-solving
with this literary-themed Es-
cape Room! Eccentric mys-
tery novelist and book collec-
tor Penelope Nightingale has
recently passed away, leaving
her vast fortune and collection
of rare books behind. Howev-
er, the prized jewel of her col-
lection — an antique book val-
ued at $6 million - is nowhere
to be found. A month after her
death, a group of her friends
and family members each re-
ceive a letter in the mail from
the deceased stating that she
has constructed an elaborate
puzzle, the solution of which
will reveal the location of the
book. These participants have
one hour to search her study,
solve the puzzle, and claim
this vast fortune for them-
selves. Register for one of
three time slots on Tues. July
29: Session 1: 2 p.m. — 3 p.m.;
Session 2: 5:30 p.m. - 6:30p.m.;
Session 3: 7 — 8 p.m. Sign up
with a group during your
preferred time slot or join on
your own to make some new
friends! Please register for

only one time slot. This event
is for Adults aged 18 and old-
er.

The library is pleased to
partner with Ashland Public
Library on two virtual pro-
grams this month. The first
is on Friday, July 18 at 10 a.m.
and it’s called Artificial Stu-
pelligence: The Hilarious
Truth About AI”. Author,
finance expert and tech en-
thusiast Lynn Raebsame will
shine a hilarious light on Ar-
tificial Intelligence that will
just knock the fear out of us.
On Monday, July 21 at 7 p.m.
join us online for The Wis-
dom of Morrie with Author
(and son of Morrie), Rob
Schwartz. For 30 years, Mor-
rie Schwartzs wisdom has
resonated with people around
the world largely due to the
beloved, best-selling memoir,
Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch
Albom. Now we have the op-
portunity to speak with Mor-
rie’s son, Rob Schwartz, about
the book The Wisdom of Mor-
rie. Please note these are vir-
tual programs that will take
place via zoom. Registrants
will receive a link via email to
access the Zoom Webinar.

Our virtual Author Series
will feature writers that may
interest teachers this month.
For a complete list of featured
authors, please visit our vir-
tual author talk events page
https://libraryc.org/agawam-
library. Please note that the
library will close early at 5
p-m. on Thursday, July 3. We
will be closed Friday, July 4 in
observance of Independence
Day. Registration for adult
programs is now open. The
library is closed Saturdays
during the summer.

Senior Center announces upcoming activities for start of July

As temperatures contin-
ue to rise across the region,
MiraVista Behavioral Health
Center is reminding com-
munity residents who may
be taking medication to sup-
port their mental health to
be extra cautious in summer
heat.

According to MiraVista
Behavioral Health Center
Medical Director, Dr. Ken-
neth Richmond, “Increased
temperatures can affect the
impact of medications. It
is important for anyone on

medications, including those
which may be prescribed for
a mental health condition,
to talk with their health care
provider about how extreme
temperatures and exposure
to sun may change how they
feel, cause certain side ef-
fects and what they can do
during periods of increasing-
ly hot weather to be safe”
According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), more than
1,200 people in the United
States die from extreme heat

every year, with individuals
who take medications that

affect thermoregulation
among those at higher risk.
Dr. Richmond added,

“Many people don't realize
that the medications they
take to support their mental
health may also impact how
their body manages heat. Be
informed, take precautions,
and know the warning signs
of heat-related stress such as
dizziness, confusion, exces-
sive sweating, blurry vision
or skin rashes”

The CDC has made an
Extreme Heat guide avail-
able to visitors on its website
with tips on staying cool,
staying hydrated, identify-
ing individual risk factors
and knowing the symptoms
associated with overheat-
ing and when to seek med-
ical care. Their guide can
be found at https://www.
cdc.gov/heat-health/about/
index.htmI?CDC_AA_
refVal=https%3A%2F%2F-
www.cdc.gov%2Fextreme-
heat%2Fabout%2Findex.

html or on the MiraVis-

ta  website at  www.
miravistabhc.care.
MiraVista Behavioral

Health Center opened in
April of 2021 on the grounds
of the former Providence
Behavioral Health Hospital
in Holyoke, Mass. MiraVista
offers psychiatric care
services for both adults
and adolescents, as well as
an array of recovery reha-
bilitation programs includ-
ing outpatient services such
as substance use individual

and group counseling, an In-
tensive Outpatient Program
(IOP), court-ordered ser-
vices, and outpatient Medi-
cation Supported Recovery
and Massachusetts Impaired

Driving programs.
MiraVista cares for
thousands of individuals

from across New England.
MiraVistas purpose is to
provide effective, inspiring
care for those challenged by
mental health and substance
use so they are empowered
to lead fulfilling lives.

MiraVista Behavioral Health Center: Caution
and Care During Periods of Intense Heat

As temperatures contin-
ue to rise across the region,
MiraVista Behavioral Health
Center is reminding commu-
nity residents who may be
taking medication to support
their mental health to be extra
cautious in summer heat.

According to MiraVis-
ta Behavioral Health Center
Medical Director, Dr. Ken-
neth Richmond, “Increased
temperatures can affect the
impact of medications. It
is important for anyone on
medications, including those
which may be prescribed for
a mental health condition,
to talk with their health care
provider about how extreme
temperatures and exposure to
sun may change how they feel,
cause certain side effects and

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

appears.

what they can do during peri-
ods of increasingly hot weath-
er to be safe”

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), more than
1,200 people in the United
States die from extreme heat
every year, with individuals
who take medications that af-
fect thermoregulation among
those at higher risk.

Dr. Richmond added,
“Many people don't realize
that the medications they
take to support their mental
health may also impact how
their body manages heat. Be
informed, take precautions,
and know the warning signs
of heat-related stress such as
dizziness, confusion, excessive
sweating, blurry vision or skin

rashes”

The CDC has made an Ex-
treme Heat guide available
to visitors on its website with
tips on staying cool, staying
hydrated, identifying individ-
ual risk factors and knowing
the symptoms associated
with overheating and when
to seek medical care. Their
guide can be found at https://
www.cdc.gov/heat-health/
about/index.html?CDC_AA_
refVal=https%3A%2F%2F-
www.cdc.gov%2Fextreme-
heat%2Fabout%2Findex.html
or on the MiraVista website at
www.miravistabhc.care.

MiraVista Behavioral
Health Center opened in April
of 2021 on the grounds of the
former Providence Behavioral
Health Hospital in Holyoke,

Tt e Celebration Tane!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor

Event Rental Needs

AN
TNT

Tent and Table Rentals

197 Main Street

Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297

Mass. MiraVista offers psy-
chiatric care services for both
adults and adolescents, as well
as an array of recovery reha-
bilitation programs includ-
ing outpatient services such
as substance use individual
and group counseling, an In-
tensive Outpatient Program
(IOP), court-ordered services,
and outpatient Medication
Supported Recovery and Mas-
sachusetts Impaired Driving
programs.

MiraVista cares for thou-
sands of individuals from
across New England. MiraVis-
ta’s purpose is to provide ef-
fective, inspiring care for those
challenged by mental health
and substance use so they are
empowered to lead fulfilling
lives.

newspaper
correspondent

Agawam Aavertiser News seeks Experienced
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

e Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Editor, Greg Scibelli
24 Water St.

Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
gscibelli@turley.com
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WE DELIVER HAPPINESS!

Your 4th of July Just Got Easier!

Skip the hassle and enjoy the holiday from home. BlazeXpress
offers FREE, discreet, same-day delivery of safe, legal
cannabis straight to your door. No crowds, no worries—just

pure convenience.

Get $10 OFF your 1st order!
Use Promo Code: NEWS1

* Visit BlazeXpress.com or Call (413) 412-8525
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Opinion

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

ikt

By Russell Gloor

When will funds stolen from
Social Security be replaced?

Dear Rusty:

When will the funds sto-
len from the SS Fund be re-
placed?

They used Social Secu-
rity when the government
ran out of money and used
it for illegals. I think the
funds should be replaced
except for legitimate pay-
ments to Social Security
recipients. This money was
never meant to be used by
the federal government to
pay their bills.

Signed: Concerned Se-
nior

Dear Concerned Senior:

I must tell you that no
funds have ever been “sto-
len” from the Social Security
Administration despite the
persistent myth. All money
received by SS from payroll
taxes, interest on invest-
ments and income tax on SS
benefits is — and always has
been - immediately convert-
ed to special issue govern-
ment bonds (investments),
which are held in the Social
Security Trust Funds and
which pay interest at the
current federal bond rate.

Those bond investments
held in reserve have been
and are used only to pay
benefits to those who have
earned them by contribut-
ing to Social Security via
payroll taxes for at least 10
years (40 quarters). Only
U.S. citizens and legal resi-
dents can get Social Secu-
rity benefits. Illegal aliens
cannot receive Social Secu-
rity benefits.

For information, repay-
ment of the special issue
bonds held in SS reserves
occurs every day, because
incoming revenue has been
insufficient to pay all Social
Security benefit costs for
several years now, which
means that the bonds must
be redeemed regularly so

that full benefits can be
paid to all SS recipients,
who have earned them.
There were about $2.8 tril-
lion in SS reserves as of the
end of 2023, but that bal-
ance is steadily decreasing
due to being redeemed to
pay full benefits. As of the
last report by the Trustees
of Social Security, the re-
serves will be depleted in
about 2033, unless Congress
passes reform legislation to
restore SS to full solvency.

FYI, the Association of
Mature American Citizens
is working hard to prevent
depletion of the Trust Fund,
suggesting to Congress a
way to reform the program
so future generations can
fully benefit from it, with
AMAC’s Social Security
Guarantee proposal. AMAC
is constantly working to
prevent depletion of the SS
Trust Funds, which would
result in an across the board
cut in everyone's benefit by
about 23%. AMAC works ev-
ery day in Washington D.C.
to ensure Social Security is
here for many generations.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation's
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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By Ellenor Downer

ast week on a strip
to Rhode Island
with my brother

and cousin, we saw two os-
prey when we stopped by
Point Judith Lighthouse.

We watched them as they
flew over the ocean and hov-
ered as they looked for fish.
One got ready to dive as it
tucked in its wings, but then
stopped and flew to another
spot to hover.

The osprey, also known
as the fish hawk, eats a diet
of live fish, has the ability
to hover and dives into the
water to catch them. They
are often seen soaring over
shorelines.

Ospreys are brown birds
with a white head and a
brown stripe through its eye.
Underparts are grayish. They
are over 24 inches long and
have a wingspan of 71 inch-

es. They are the only raptor
whose outer toe is reversible,
allowing it to grasp its prey
with two toes in front and
two behind.

Ospreys are very success-
ful in catching fish. Accord-
ing to a study at least one out
of every four dives results in
catching fish. The average
time ospreys spend hunting
before making a catch was
about 12 minutes.

Ospreys often build large
stick nests on manmade
structures such as telephone
poles, channel markers, and
nest platforms designed for
their use. Their eggs do not
hatch all at once with the
first chick emerging about
five days before the last one.
The oldest chick dominates
the younger ones. When food
is scarce, the younger chicks
may starve to death.

A Brimfield resident, who
likes to visit inland ponds,
often watches osprey nest-
ing. Ospreys migrate and
this resident reports their re-
turn in the spring. An osprey,
equipped with a tracking de-
vice, flew 2,700 miles from
Martha’s Vineyard, Massa-
chusetts to French Guiana
South America during 13
days in 2008.

Other seashore birds
In addition, to the osprey we
saw cormorants, seagulls,
bank swallows, grackles and
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BBB Tip: Flight canceled? Tips for handling travel delays

Paula Fleming pfleming@
boston.bbb.org

When a consumer is flying
domestically in the United
States, rules regarding flight
delays and cancellations are
overseen by the US Depart-
ment of Transportation. In
Canada, complaints about
flight delays are handled by
the Canadian Transportation
Agency. In general, no US.
federal laws require airlines to
compensate passengers for a
delayed flight. In Canada, see
the flight and delay cancella-
tions guide.

Airlines may have policies
and provide better benefits
if a flight is canceled or sig-
nificantly delayed within the
airline’s scope of control. Con-
sumers may have additional

benefits if they purchase the
flight with a credit card that
offers additional travel pro-
tections. Check the cardhold-
er agreement with the air-
line. Consumers should keep
receipts for extra purchases,
like a hotel room, to submit
them to their airline or credit
card company for reimburse-
ment later. Typically, nearly
all domestic airlines will try
to accommodate passengers
on the next available flight
and sometimes on a different
carrier.

When flights are canceled
by the airline, consumers are
always entitled to a full re-
fund. This includes refunding
bag fees or extras for a seat,
such as additional legroom.
Ask about expiration and
blackout dates if the airline

offers a voucher instead of a
refund. Airlines may also have
additional restrictions on the
use of vouchers. Consumers
are not obligated to accept
vouchers and may insist on
a full refund. However, if the
consumer cancels the trip,
they may not be entitled to a
full refund.

BBB is asking consumers
to keep the following tips in
mind when handling travel
disruptions:

Check delays - Travelers
can check their latest flight
information on their carrier’s
website or via the airlines
telephone reservation sys-
tem. Delays often don't occur
until the day of the flight, and
the airline must update its
flight information within 30
minutes of receiving a status

change notice.

Check carrier and credit
card terms - While federal reg-
ulations don't require airlines
to reimburse expenses such
as rooms or food in the event
a flight is canceled or severely
delayed, the carrier and cred-
it card companies may have
different policies. Purchase
tickets with a credit card that
offers trip protection or trav-
eler insurance and check indi-
vidual airline policies.

Keep documentation -
Keep receipts and records
for expenses incurred due
to a significantly delayed or
canceled flight. These may be
needed later to recover ex-
penses.

Check the carrier’s website
- Most airlines allow consum-
ers to initiate refunds directly

on the carrier’s website. Using
a website may help a consum-
er obtain a refund or rebook a
trip much faster than waiting
for a consumer service agent
in person or on the phone.
Consider travel insurance.
Most travel insurance poli-
cies cover trip cancellations
or interruptions; emergency
medical situations; lost, sto-
len or damaged baggage; and
cancellations for any reason.
It's important to check with
the provider to verify what is
covered and what is not.
Rules are different for for-
eign flights. Flights canceled
in another country will be
affected by the laws of that
nation. Check with the lo-
cal country’s department of
transportation while traveling
internationally.

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for that

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be print-
ed. No letters written by candidates supporting
their own candidacy will be printed. If the volume
of letters received is larger than the space available
in the newspaper, or if the letters become repeti-
tive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a
representative sample. No endorsement letters
will be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

fundraisers.

plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the
Agawam Advertiser News.

PHONE

413.283.8393

Fax: 413.283.7107
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com
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Gregory Scibellli
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author
verification purposes. We
do not publish anonymous
letters.

All letters are subject to ed-
iting for content and length.
The deadline is Monday at
noon. Please send letters to
Agawam Advertiser News,
care of Turley Publications
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer,
MA 01069, or e-mail aan@
turley.com.
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Schools & Youth

COLLEGE NOTES

AIC celebrates 2025 graduates

SPRINGFIELD - American International
College (AIC) held its 140th Commencement
Ceremony on May 4 at the MassMutual Cen-
ter in Springfield, honoring the graduates in
the Class of 2025.

Amie Parnes, senior political correspon-
dent for The Hill covering national politics,
delivered the Commencement address to
undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral re-
cipients. In recognition of her distinguished
contributions to political journalism and her
commitment to fostering public understand-
ing of national affairs through rigorous and
insightful reporting, Parnes was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from
American International College.

Parnes is the co-author, with Jonathan
Allen, of three political books published by
Crown/Penguin Random House: Lucky: How
Joe Biden Barely Won the Presidency; the
no. 1 New York Times best seller Shattered:
Inside Hillary Clinton’s Doomed Campaign;
and HRC: State Secrets and the Rebirth of

Hillary Clinton, also a New York Times best
seller. Their most recent book, Fight: Inside
the Wildest Battle for the White House, was
published in April 2025 by Morrow/Harper-
Collins and became another no. 1 New York
Times best seller.

AIC extends its congratulations to the
Class of 2025 and wishes all graduates con-
tinued success in their future endeavors.

Brittany O’Grady of Agawam with a Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing in Nursing

Andrada Mihaila of Feeding Hills with a
Doctor of Education in Professional Counsel-
ing and Supervision

Giovanna Recchia of Feeding Hills with a
Doctor of Physical Therapy in Physical Ther-
apy

Brooke Szafran of Agawam with a Master
of Business Administration in Business Ad-
ministration

Katelynn Nardi of Agawam with a Master
of Education in English as a Second Lan-

guage.

Fleury achieves President’s List honors for
spring 2025 semester at Nichols College

DUDLEY - Isabella Fleury of Agawam,
MA, has achieved President’s List honors for
the spring 2025 semester at Nichols College.

President’s List recognizes those students
who achieve high grades during a single se-

mester. Students whose semester grade point
average is 3.85 or higher for at least 12 under-
graduate credit-hours and no grades below
B- will receive President’s List honors.

Local students earn Dean’s List honors at
Nichols College for spring 2025

DUDLEY - Nichols College is proud to rec-
ognize the academic accomplishments of stu-
dents on the spring 2025 Dean’s List.

Dean’s List recognizes those students who
achieve high grades during a single semester.
To be included on the Dean’s List, a student
must have a minimum grade point average of
3.5 for at least 12 undergraduate credit-hours

and must have received no grades below B-
during the semester.

'The following local students have achieved
Dean’s List honors for the spring 2025 semes-
ter:

Cameron Cofer of Feeding Hills, MA

Erin Mahoney of Feeding Hills, MA

AIC students named to Spring 2025 Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD - American International
College (AIC) in Springfield, MA, is proud to
announce that 468 students have earned a
place on the Dean’s List for the spring 2025
semester. These full-time students have at-
tained GPAs ranging from 3.3 to 4.0. AIC ap-

plauds the dedication and achievements of
these enterprising students.

Joe Liquori of Feeding Hills

Brittany O’Grady of Agawam

Mia Wood of Agawam

Local student named to Russell Sage
College’s Spring 2025 Dean’s List

TROY, NY - Nicholas Donovan of Feeding
Hills, Massachusetts, was named to Russell
Sage College’s Spring 2025 Dean’s List.

Donovan was among nearly 600 students
named to the list.

To be placed on the Dean’s List for the se-
mester, a student must earn a grade point av-
erage of 3.50 or higher while carrying a mini-
mum of 12 credits in courses graded A-F with
no grades of Incomplete.

Read the Agawam Advertiser News online at
www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

STATE LINE

Registration open for many summer programs

AGAWAM - Registra-
tion has begun for all of our
summer programs. Some
of our programs are at full
capacity.

Doering PE Academy,
CO0-Ed Basketball Clinic,
Boys Lacrosse Clinic, and
Girls Lacrosse Clinic have
openings as of this week.

Doering PE Academy
Doering Middle School
PE Teachers will offer fun
and physically engaging
activities in a safe struc-
tured environment foster-
ing fitness, teamwork, and
social skills. The academy
will consist of a variety of
games, sports, and activ-
ities.  Participants need
to wear sneakers, bring a
snack, and plenty of water.

Session I

July 1 through July 3
Session II

August 5 through August
7

Days: Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday

Location: Doering Middle
School Field & Gym if rain-
ing

Ages: Boys and Girls in
Grades K - 8 (24-25 school
year)

Times: 8to 1l a.m.

Cost: $100 per person
Registration: Begins in per-
son and online on Tuesday,
June 3.

Boys Lacrosse

Agawam High School La-
crosse Coaches will focus
on the basic, skills, strate-
gies, and rules of the game
in this four day program.
Participants need to bring
their own equipment, bring
asnack, and plenty of water.
Days: Monday through
Thursday (Friday will be
used as a make-up day if
needed)
Dates:
July 28 through July 31
Location: AHS Stadium
Ages: Boys in Grades 1 - 8
(24-25 school year)
Times: 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Cost: $100 per person
Registration: Begins in per-
son and online on Tuesday,
June 3.

Girls Lacrosse
Agawam High School La-

crosse Coaches will focus
on the basic, skills, strate-
gies, and rules of the game
in this four day program.
Participants need to bring
their own equipment, bring
asnack, and plenty of water.
Days: Monday through
Thursday (Friday will be
used as a make-up day if
needed)

Dates: August 11 through
August 14

Location: AHS Stadium
Ages: Girls in Grades 3 - 8
(24-25 school year)

Times: 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Cost: $100 per person
Registration: Begins in per-
son and online on Tuesday,
June 3

Co-Ed Youth Basketball

American International
College (AIC) Men’s Bas-
ketball Coaches will lead
players through a series of
drills and games that will
enhance their ability in the
game of basketball. Partic-
ipants need to wear sneak-
ers and bring plenty of wa-
ter.

BACKYARD & from page 4 and two royal terns in Prov-

even a redwing blackbird
whose epaulets were bright
red. There were new bench-
es installed along the cliff
bank. When we stopped
there last year, the benches
were in poor condition.

Birds in Sutton

My brother lives in Sut-
ton. He sets out grape jelly
and a hummingbird feed-
er. The Baltimore orioles,
catbirds, red bellied wood-
peckers and even house
finches come for the jelly.
The ruby throated hum-
mingbirds come for the
sugar water.

Mass Audubon Society
sightings
The Massachusetts
Audubon Society reports
several unusual bird sight-
ings. They included swal-
low-tailed kites in Mash-
pee. a Mississippi kite in
Harwich, a Franklin’s gull

incetown, a continuing pro-
thonotary warbler in Con-
cord, a Wilson’s phalarope
at Belle Marsh Reservation
in Boston and a Brewster’s
warbler in Amherst.

Berkshire County sight-
ing were a worm-eating
warbler on Mt. Washington
Road in Egremont, a least
bittern in the Post Farm
Marsh in Lenox, an Acadi-
an flycatcher at the Jug End
Reservation in Egremont
and six red crossbills at the
summit of Mt. Greylock in
Adams.

In Franklin County, there
were four sandhill cranes
on Plainfield Road in Ash-
field and two hooded war-
blers on Falls Road in Sun-
derland.

Hampshire County high-
lights were a Brewster’s
warbler on the Narwottuck
Rail Trail in Amherst and
a least bittern near Station
Road on the Narwottuck
Rail Trail also in Ambherst,

three purple martins and
four blue grosbeaks in the
Honey Pot on Moody Bridge
Road in Hadley and a com-
mon goldeneye on the
Quabbin Reservoir off the
Windsor Dam in Belcher-
town.

Hampden County no-
tables were two upland
sandpipers on the Perim-
eter Road in Ludlow and
two blue grosbeaks at the
Southwick Wildlife Man-
agement Area in Southwick.
Worcester County had an
Acadian flycatcher near the
Uxbridge Rice City Pond in
Uxbridge and five evening
grosbeaks at a private resi-
dence in Royalston.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related ex-
perience by calling me at
413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre,
MA 01005.
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BBB: New scam involving Tik Tok

If you've spent any time
on social media, you may
have come across ads or vid-
eos selling merchandise that
claim to support a charity
or a local cause. Complete
with older adults, adorable
animals, touching music,
and handmade products,
these videos are part of a
growing social media scam
targeting animal lovers and
kind-hearted donors.

What you’ll learn:

« How a new scam on Tik-
Tok is targeting social media
users with fake donation re-
quests.

« Tips to avoid donation
scams and other social me-
dia scams.

« Information on how to
give locally and check to see
if a charity is real.

How the scam works

When scrolling on TikTok
or another social media plat-
form, you see a video show-
ing an older adult asking
for help. The video may say
something along the lines
of, “Please stay for 8 seconds
to help my cat shelter from
shutting down,” or “Please
don’t scroll for 12 seconds to
help my failing animal shel-
ter”

You continue watching
the video, which shows cats
or other animals in a shel-
ter. The video captions say
that the person is struggling
to keep their animal shelter

open, so they are making cat
slippers to help fund it. You
see shots of the person in
a craft store, cutting fabric,
and then showing the final
slipper product.

In the video description,
you see a link to donate to
the cause. You will be direct-
ed to a website to make a
purchase, where it is unclear
if the money is going to a
charity.

These social media videos
may be Al-generated or may
include stolen videos or im-
ages from other accounts.

BBB received the follow-
ing report on BBB Scam

Tracker from someone
who experienced this
scam:

TikTok videos on an ac-
count called FlappyBirdUS of
a little old man and his wife
who “make cat toys to support
their failing cat shelter’... when
you order the toy to support
them nothing ever gets sent to
Yyou they just take your mon-
ey... all the videos are fake, Al
generated nonsense ...selling
cat toys in this case, cow slip-
pers in another version”

BBB has tips to avoid do-
nation scams:

e Only do business with
companies you know and
trust. If you want to pur-
chase a product or donate,
do so through a reputable
business or non-profit. If
you want to buy something

from a company you aren’t
familiar with, do plenty of
research first. Look up the
company name, website, and
contact information. Read
reviews on BBB.org and do a
general search with the com-
pany’s name and the word
“scam.” Don't skip this step,
even if youre excited about
the product. It's the best
way to protect yourself from
fraud and identity theft.

o Don’t give in to vid-
eos that tug at your heart-
strings. If you see one of
these videos with Kkittens,
puppies, or cows and want to
make a purchase to support
the cause, resist the urge to
do so right away, even if the
video relays a sense of urgen-
cy. Intimidation and sympa-
thy tactics are often used by
scammers and are a red flag.

o Check to see if the
charity is real on Give.org.
For a charity to receive Ac-
creditation, it must meet 20
Standards of Accountability
covering everything from
governance to fundraising.
If the organization does not
appear on Give.org, that does
not mean it’s not a real char-
ity, but it can be a warning
that you need to do more in-
vestigation.

o Give locally. Contact
your local or state/provin-
cial animal shelters or oth-
er agencies directly and ask
how you can support them.

Senior Genter to host ‘Ping Pong with
Jerry’ every Thursday afternoon

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Senior Center is pleased to
announce its ongoing week-
ly ping pong program, “Ping
Pong with Jerry, held every
Thursday from 1 to 2 p.m.

Players of all skill levels
are welcome to join this in-
clusive and engaging activity.
“Whether youre a beginner
looking to learn the basics
or an experienced player
wanting to maintain your
skills, this program offers a
supportive environment for

everyone., added Ping Pong
host Jerry.

Jerry has been an avid
ping pong player for many
years, and is an enthuastic
player and teacher.

“Ping Pong with Jerry”
provides an excellent op-
portunity for physical activ-
ity, social interaction, and
friendly competition in a
welcoming atmosphere.

Equipment is provided,
but participants are welcome
to bring their own paddles if

preferred.

Ping pong (table tennis)
offers numerous health ben-
efits, including improved
hand-eye coordination, men-
tal acuity, and cardiovascu-
lar exercise in a low-impact
format that’s appropriate
for various ages and physical
abilities.

For more information
about this or other programs
offered at the Agawam Senior
Center, please call 413-821-
0604.

Send s Yr
Autumn Event
Information

Turley Publications will

print your Autumn event

Autumn Fest Supplement

*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

The Cows Are Coming Home!

Old Sturbridge Village teams up with World-Renowned CowParade
and regional artists to design an Udderly Moo-ving Experience

STURBRIDGE —This
summer, Old Sturbridge
Village, New England’s
premier living history mu-
seum, is partnering with
CowParade, the world’s
largest public art event, to
bring history and imagina-
tion to life with more than
two dozen, artistically dec-
orated cows grazing the
Village grounds.

The  world-renowned
cows, made of fiberglass
and weighing 100-pounds,
are being transformed by
local artists into creative
works of art that represent
early New England life,
America 250 and more. The
exhibit will be unveiled to
the public the weekend
of June 21-22 and will run
into September, culminat-
ing with a cattle auction

to support the Museum’s
non-profit educational pro-
grams.

In March, more than 130
New England artists re-
sponded to the Village’s call
to create one-of-a-kind cow
designs with over 261 sub-
missions. Those chosen to
go “on parade” range from
revolutionary-inspired
cows such as the “Bull of
Rights” to more contem-
porary masterpieces like,
“Salted,” which represents a
giant stick of butter. The se-
lected artists will receive a
$1,000 honorarium and are
now hard at work - paint-
ing, staining, and even knit-
ting their imaginative cre-
ations to life.

“By welcoming the inter-
nationally known CowPa-
rade to Massachusetts, we

hope to bring history to life
in a creative and unexpect-
ed way, said James Dona-
hue, President and CEO of
Old Sturbridge Village. “It
is a wonderful opportunity
to use Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage as an open-air gallery
to celebrate New England
artists while offering visi-
tors a truly unique experi-
ence.”

In addition to seeing the
one-of-a-kind cows, visitors
will have the opportunity to
learn about the importance
of cattle in early 19th-cen-
tury New England, meet
the Village’s heritage breed
cows and oxen (including
Devons, Shorthorns, and
Randall Linebacks), and
learn about the dairying
process of the past.

Travelers cautioned about scams

BBB is cautioning travelers
about USPassportandVisa.org,
a website falsely claiming to
facilitate international travel
processes. Despite a disclaimer
stating it is not affiliated with
any government agency, many
consumers have been misled
into believing they are on an of-
ficial site for passport and visa
applications or renewals.

Since the website’s launch
in January of this year, BBB
Scam Tracker has received 78
reports detailing fraudulent
activities associated with this
website. Travelers have report-
ed paying approximately $88,
expecting official documents,
only to receive a simple PDF ap-
plication that can be filled out
for free on the U.S. Department
of State website.

The scam operates by luring

travelers to search for passport
or visa renewal information
online. Fake websites mimic
official platforms, collecting
personal information and fees
under false pretenses. Subse-
quently, victims are left to com-
plete the actual application
process with the U.S. Depart-
ment of State, incurring addi-
tional costs.

BBB recommends the fol-
lowing for those looking to re-
new their passport.

« Do thorough research.
Verify passport renewal proce-
dures directly through the U.S.
government’s official channels.
Authentic information is cru-
cial to avoid unnecessary fees.

« Allow ample processing
time. Passport renewals can
vary in processing times. Plan
ahead and consult the U.S. De-

partment of State for current
processing estimates to pre-
vent rushing into potentially
fraudulent quick-fix options.

« Verify website URLs. Offi-
cial government websites end
in .gov. Exercise caution with
sponsored ads or suspicious
URLs that mimic legitimate
sites. Ensure websites are se-
cure before entering personal
information.

« Avoid third-party services.
Utilize BBB.org and BBB Scam
Tracker to verify legitimacy
before sharing sensitive infor-
mation online. Be cautious of
impostor websites and protect
yourself from potential scams.

+ Report scams. If you en-
counter or fall victim to a scam,
help others by reporting it
promptly to BBB Scam Tracker.

ACC holding family

AGAWAM - Please join
us for Family and Friends
Day at Agawam Congrega-
tional Church at 745 Main

Community
Autumn Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

St., Agawam on Sunday, July
13. Pastor Dan’s wife will be
preparing a non-spicy Ja-
maican meal directly after

day

our 9:30 a.m. service. To sign
up, please call the church of-
fice at 413-786-7111.

y Event Name
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es to welcome her.

“Pamela [a Children’s Li-
brarian] is one of the first
librarians that I called two
years ago when I knew I
wanted to go to Massachu-
setts and visit libraries,” Ma-
guire said. “And Pamela was
one of the first librarians that
said yes to me...so Agawam
has a very special place in my
heart”

Maguire has loved bring-
ing this program live to kids
all over the country.

“I continue to feel like the
luckiest girl in the world be-
cause I get to do this;” Magu-
ire said. “The kids get to eat
the poop honey and make
the poop pranks come to
life...and there is nothing like
kids’ laughter”

Maguire offers this pro-
gram in libraries and other
community spaces through-
out the year. Go to her web-
site at https://www.thepoop-
museum.com/ to  keep

updated on where she will
be.

The library has many
more fun programs planned
throughout the rest of the
summer, including a make
your own shrinky art key-
chain for teens on Wednes-
day, July 9 at 6 p.m..

To keep up to date on all of
the different programs go to
their website at https://www.
agawamlibrary.org/.

There is a community
summer reading goal for the
summer. The APL is challeng-
ing the community to read
for a total of 5,000 hours.

“We've started doing com-
munity goals so everybody
is reading together and con-
tributing to the goal we have,”
Adult Services Librarian
Cher Collins said. “T think it
helps to have everyone work
collaboratively toward that
common goal”

Collins also hopes the
community goal will help to
encourage adults to partici-
pate in the summer reading

Owner of the Poop Museum Susie Maguire talked about how snails poop.

program just as much as the
kids.

“We think it is as import-
ant for adults [to read] as it is
for kids,” Collins said.

While it is important for
children to read throughout
the summer so they can keep
up their literacy and educa-
tion, adults can also benefit
greatly from reading and Col-
lins hopes to encourage more
people to do so.

Also, she felt that adults
should have the chance to
enjoy summer reading just as
much as the kids.

“We have found that
adults who get to do incen-
tivized reading seem to enjoy
the fun too,” Collins said.

Additionally, on top of the
reading challenge for sum-
mer reading there will also
be a variety of events and ac-
tivities for people of all ages
at the library.

To keep updated on these
events at the library, go to
their website at https://www.
agawamlibrary.org/.

Children’s Librarian Pamela Weingart and Owner of the Poop Museum Susie Maguire welcomed

everyone to the program.
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to build learning indepen-
dence, and Jan. 22, Mar. 11,
and May 7 are all half profes-
sional development days for
Pre-K through 12 grade.
Salomao continued,
“Within that piece, we have
some of these half days al-
lotted because schools and
principals have looked at a
number of different things

and they have a chance to
individualize ~ professional
development days for what
their building needs. So they
might have teachers looking
at their needs based on what
the data is showing in their
classroom and school wide
and determine what profes-
sional development day they
need for their building. Re-
ferring to the slide with in-
dividual school professional

Our
advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

development topics for the
following school vyear, for
example the de-escalation
and behavior strategies, best
practices for culturally re-
sponsive teaching, inclusive
writing strategies and more.

Additional training during
the school year is the science
project lead the way (PLTW)
for grade three, crisis pre-
vention intervention train-
ing (CPI) with restraint and

de-escalation, new teach-
er evaluation tool training,
curriculum anti-bias review
training (based on the recent
DESE reports), and special
education training (based on
the recent DESE reports).

“Learning is not a des-
tination, it's a continuous
process. We are always trying
to continually sharpen our
ideas, strategies and tools,
said Salomao.
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coverage of local games
has remained the same.
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coaches and players.
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Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.
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structure, 401k, and health plan.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Back on June
8, the New England Muti-
ny scored a season-high six
goals during a road victory

Orioles, Brownies

(¥ @turleysports
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Mutiny drills Fuel to clinch playoff spot

against the New Jersey Al-
liance. The Alliance were
scheduled to make their first
ever visit to Lusitano Stadi-
um last Sunday afternoon,
but they didn't have enough
players to fill out their roster.

clash on the
soccer pitch

BELCHERTOWN - To
finish off the first part of the
schedule last Friday, Aga-
wam and Belchertown met
in A Division action in the Pi-
oneer Valley Summer Soccer

dle School. The final score
was not available at press
time due to website issues.
The two teams were off this
week for the Fourth of July
holiday and return to action
next week.

League at Jabish Brook Mid-

Above: Jason LaRocque controls his dribble.
Right: Aiden Monaghan tries to settle the ball.

Instead of taking the
weekend off like the Western
Mass. Pioneers were forced to
do 24 hours earlier, the Muti-
ny were able to find another
opponent on short notice.
The Worcester Fuel made the

45-minute trek west on the
Mass. Pike to Ludlow.

It wasn't a very compet-
itive match, as the Mutiny
posted a 12-0 shutout victory
in what was most likely their
final home game of the sea-

son.

The Mutiny and Fuel were
originally scheduled to face
each other at Millbury High
School on July 6.

“New Jersey indicated to
us that they were having ros-

ter issues for this weekend,
so we decided to switch our
game with Worcester,” said
Joe Ferrara, whos the Own-
er/Managing Director of the

MUTINY I page 12
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Bankers take second straight over Saints

HOLYOKE - Last week in
Tri-County League action,

PeoplesBank defeated St. Joe’s
5-3 at Mackenzie Stadium in
Holyoke. Jovanni Merced got

==

the win with Jack Feltovic
taking the loss. Seth Allen
had two hits and two RBI for
the Bankers while Dave Clark
turned in two hits. Peoples-

Bank is a per-
fect 6-0 so far
this season
while St. Joe’s
is 7-4.

e

Brandon Magni attempts to catch a pickoff throw.
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Cam MacDonald gets an out.
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Jpvanni Merced sends
a pitch home for
PeoplesBank.
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Dave Clark slings a throw to first.

Devin Slattery, of Ware, sends a
throw to first.

Jack Feltovic fires a pitch home for St. Joe’s.

Sports clinics return this summer

LUDLOW - The Lions
Pride Sports Clinics return
this summer with a dynamic
lineup of programs designed
to support youth athletic
development, foster sports-
manship, and prepare
athletes for competitive
success. Hosted at Ludlow
High School, the clinics will
run from late June through
August and include offer-
ings in basketball, soccer,
volleyball, beach volleyball,
athlete preparation, and
track & field.

With a strong roster of
experienced coaches and
a focus on skill-building,
these clinics provide ath-
letes from kindergarten
through 12th grade with
opportunities to grow in
a fun, supportive environ-
ment. Registration is now
open.

Summer 2025 Clinics
Include:

- Basketball Clinic
« Grades: 1st-9th

« Coach: Tim Brillo

« Dates: July 7-11 | 9 a.m. to
12 noon

« Fee: $100

Soccer Clinics -

Session 1 & 2

« Ages: 5-12

« Coach: Greg Kolodiezy

« Session 1: June 23-27 |
9 a.m. to 12 noon

« Session 2: July 21-25 |
9 a.m. to 12 noon

« Fee: $100 per session

High School Volleyball

« Grades: 10-12

« Coach: Ethan Campbell

« Dates: June 24-August 14
Tuesdays and Thursdays
6 to 8 p.m.

« Fee: $200

Athlete Prep

« Grades: 8-12

« Coach: Brian Walsh

« Dates: June 23-August 7

« Sessions: Monday and
Thursday at 8 a.m.,
Monday and Wednesday
at 10 a.m.

« Schedule subject to

change

+ Fee: $130

Volleyball Basics

+ Grades: 7-9

« Coach: Ethan Campbell

« Dates: July 8—August 14 |
Tuesdays and Thursdays |
4 and 6 p.m.

+ Fee: $200

Beach Volleyball

« Grades: 10-12

« Coach: Ethan Campbell

+ Dates: June 24-August 14
Tuesdays and Thursdays
(6 ] to 8 p.m.), Sundays (10
a.m. to 12 noon)

« Fee: $350

Youth Track and Field

« Grades: K-8

« Coaches: Brian Walsh

« Dates: June 30-August 11
Mondays | 5 to 6:30 p.m.

+ Fee: $100

All sessions will be held at

Ludlow High School, fea-

turing high-quality facilities

and a supportive environ-

ment for young athletes to

learn and grow.

Follow Turley

Turley Publications
sports department has re-
cently joined Instagram.
You can find our account by
searching “turleysports.” We
will regularly feature sam-

ples of photos that you will
see in our publications on a
weekly basis. Please follow
and share with your friends
and loved ones. We will be
featuring photos from all 11

Sports on Instagram

of our sports sections, but
as always, you can see all the
photos that appear by sub-
scribing to your local paper
or picking up a copy in your
community.

Quabbin Valley Baseball set to
host second over-28 fall league

Following up on the re-
sounding success of its inau-
gural campaign, the Quabbin
Valley Baseball League, an
over-28 adult baseball league
will hold its second Fall
League this September and
October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environ-
ment to its spring/summer
league, Quabbin Valley, with
contributions from the Val-
ley Wheel Over-28 Baseball
League, created a four-team
fall league last year featuring
the Braves, Dodgers, Cardi-
nals, and Twins.

Those same four teams
are set to return and each
team tends to have openings
on them. Additionally, the

league is open to welcoming
more teams in to the league if
it finds enough interest.
While the fall league
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games
played with wood-bat only,
which is customary for fall
baseball. There could be
some Saturday games added
to the schedule depending on
the completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to
makeup rainouts, potentially.
Games are nine-innings long
and there is a small playoff
and championship held at
the end of the season. Last
year’s fall season was eight
games and that is the goal for
this year. Free and low-cost

fields are used as well as just
one umpire in an effort to
keep the costs lower for play-
ers. The cost to play will likely
range from $40 to $60 for the
eight-game schedule. Players
from outside the Quabbin
League may also pay a small
fee for insurance as well.

An interest/registration
form, will be forthcoming
soon, but until then, to ex-
press interest in the league,
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Scheduled and team
placement for unaffiliated
players will be finalized in
mid-to-late August. Please
join in the fun this fall.

Annual 3v3 Julia’s Jamboree scheduled

BELCHERTOWN - The
Third Annual Julia’s 3v3 Soccer
Jamboree is scheduled to be
held at the State Street Fields
in Belchertown on August
16th, 2025. The annual event
is held in memory of 13-year-
old Julia Haynes who passed
away in March of 2023 follow-
ing a battle with brain cancer.
All of the funds the Jamboree
raises benefit the Julia Haynes
Scholarship Fund, which is a
501(c)(3) founded by four of

Julia’s classmates.

The first two events host-
ed more than 60 teams, each
year, in grades 3 through high
school for the all-day event
bracket which also featured
food trucks, raffle and dunk
tank.

Registration is open until
July 20 and is $100 per team
for up to four players and in-
cludes an event t shirt. There
is also a new bracket for class
of 2022 - 2025 participants.

There will again be food
trucks, a DJ and some fun ac-
tivities for attendees including
a raffle. Those interested in
registering a team, becoming
a volunteer, sponsor or donat-
ing to the raffle can get more
details on the @julias3v3jam-
boree Instagram or Julia’s 3v3
Soccer Jamboree Facebook
pages or through Runsig-
nup: https://runsignup.com/
Race/MA/Belchertown/Juli-
as3v3SoccerJamboree
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First inner surge leads Blue Sox past Sharks

HOLYOKE - A four-run
first inning was the catalyst
for a dominant Blue Sox win
on Saturday, as they handily
defeated the visiting Martha’s
Vineyard Sharks by a final
score of 6-2.

After an error by Vineyard’s
Harley Goodner opened the
scoring, Valley piled on three
more runs. The runs scored
on a Gavin Schrader single, a
Mike Lucarelli double and a
Cade Carr sacrifice fly.

“It allowed us to be confi-
dent;” said Head Coach Endy
Morales of the early surge.
“We had lost to them already
this week, theyre a really

good team, so to come out
and punch them first, it just
set the tone for the rest of the
game.

Michael O’Conor added
the other two Valley scores
on a home run that soared
into the Blue Sox bullpen. Se-
bastian Mexico contributed a
two hit performance, and Mi-
chael Elko came across home
plate twice as a base runner.

Valley threw eight pitchers
in the contest, striking out 11
Vineyard batters. Max Mc-
Crary earned the win. Andrew
Wertz came in for the ninth
inning, when he struck out
two batters to close out the

game and earn the save.

Gio Colasante started the
game for Vineyard, allowing
four hits and four runs across
two innings of work. He was
credited with the loss.

The Blue Sox improve to an
overall record of 10-8 on the
season, while the Sharks fall
to 12-7. The win snaps a two
game losing skid for Valley.

“I thought that was a good
one to get. It could have very
easily been three losses in
a row, said Morales. “Now
we get to go into the off day
with a win, and a really tough
stretch coming up next week.
I thought that was a great way

to approach the off day and
beat a team that’s super com-
petitive”

The Valley Blue Sox suf-
fered defeat on Friday despite
arally in the sixth inning that
saw them score four runs and
take the lead.

Down 3-0 to the visiting
Mountaineers, Valley went
on a run that featured a Rees
Kozar two run double, a Clay
Burdette sacrifice fly and an
additional run on a throwing
error.

Vermont responded in
the top of the seventh with
a Jaylen Hernandez two run
home run, securing the 5-4

victory at MacKenzie Stadi-
um.
“Overall, our defense
needs to be cleaned up. Were
making key mistakes later in
the game ... Iwould like for us
to be a little more efficient on
the mound, and then defen-
sively just clean up in those
big moments, said Head
Coach Endy Morales.

Beau Ellson started the
game on the mound for Val-
ley, allowing six hits and three
runs across four innings of
work. Riley Williams was
credited with the loss in relief
for Valley.

For the Mountaineers, Jack

Rollo earned the win. Oliver
Ellison got the save.

The loss drops Valley’s re-
cord on the season to 9-8. Mo-
rales will look to build on this
record today, when they host
the Martha’s Vineyard Sharks.

“In the grand scheme of
things, weTe still above .500,
I would love to stay above
.500 [today] ... This is the time
where you want to make that
separation. You don’t want it
to be the last week of the sea-
son and youre chasing four
wins to try and get into the
playoffs. You want to do that
now so you have a bit more
buffer] Morales said.

Thunderbirds recognized for multiple

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
were recognized among their
peers across multiple busi-
ness areas during the Amer-
ican Hockey Leagues Team
Business Meetings presented
by Victory Live in Indianap-
olis. The team captured the
following honors:

« AHL Marketing Depart-
ment of the Year

« AHL's Most Unique Social
Media Content

« Matthew McRobbie: 3rd
in Eastern Conference in cor-
porate sales revenue generat-
ed

« Ticket Sales Department
Benchmark Award for 600
New Full Season Equivalents

« Corpoate Sales Depart-
ment Benchmark Award for
90% Renewal in Corporate
Cash

The highlight of this year’s
award recognition was the
teams Marketing Depart-
ment capturing top marks in
the 32-team league with the
title of AHL Marketing De-
partment of the Year.

The department has ex-
celled with a fully in-house
strategy blending creativi-
ty, consistency, and a strong
brand identity. Each of the
team’s 36 home games fea-
tures a unique campaign
built around a cohesive sea-
son-long look, incorporating
bold visuals and local imag-
ery. Their efforts span digital,
print, radio, billboards, and
social media—reinforced by
a revamped website and new
mobile app—all designed to
engage fans and drive recog-
nition across every platform.

The Thunderbirds’ Social

Media Departments also
earned leaguewide recog-
nition during the 2024-25
season, most noticeably by
winning the award for Most
Unique Social Media Content.
'The honor stemmed from the
team’s inventive response to
a shipping mishap that sent
their Teddy Bear Toss jerseys
to Germany by mistake. Turn-
ing an unfortunate situation
into an opportunity, the so-
cial media team showcased
that agility and creativity are
sometimes the most powerful
tools in a successful strategy.
“As we look back on the
2024-25 season, we couldn’t
be prouder of our team’s
tireless effort and passion in
delivering a first-class expe-
rience for our fans—both in
the arena and through our
marketing and social media

content, said Thunderbirds
President Nathan Costa. “To
see those efforts recognized
at the league level is incredi-
bly rewarding and reinforces
the strong year-round en-
gagement we strive for. When
you pair that with another re-
cord-setting year at the Thun-
derdome—including new
highs in attendance, season
ticket membership, and cor-
porate revenue—its a testa-
ment to our entire organiza-
tion. We're excited to raise the
bar even higher in 2025-26”
In addition to teamwide
awards, the Thunderbirds
also saw Director of Busi-
ness Development Matthew
McRobbie recognized for fin-
ishing third among all Eastern
Conference representatives in
corporate sales revenue. This
marks the second consecu-

tive season that McRobbie
finished in the top-3 in the
conference in this category.

Continuing a trend estab-
lished over the previous three
seasons, the 2024-25 Thun-
derbirds once again set new
Springfield hockey records in
average attendance per game
(6,369), season ticket mem-
bers, and group sales revenue.
The ticket sales team also
earned benchmark recogni-
tion with 600 new Full Season
Equivalents (FSEs), the indus-
try standard for measuring
full- and partial-season ticket
sales.

In another milestone
year for the clubs corporate
sales team, the department
was honored for achieving
a renewal rate exceeding 90
percent in corporate cash ac-
counts, helping drive a new

honors

single-season record in cor-
porate revenue for the second
straight year.

The Thunderbirds enjoyed
another impactful season in
the Springfield community,
making over 400 appearanc-
es with mascot Boomer and
players alike. Their presence
spanned everything from
youth hockey practices to
major charitable events, in-
cluding the Rays of Hope
Walk, annual Teddy Bear Toss
deliveries, the Community
Caravan (with support from
MassMutual), and a variety of
corporate-sponsored  initia-
tives. Altogether, the T-Birds
Foundation raised more than
$100,000 in support of chari-
table causes across Western
Massachusetts during the
2024-25 season.

Pickleball

WESTFIELD - Greater
Springfield Habitat for Hu-
manity (GSHFH) is excited to
announce a Pickleball Tour-
nament open to players of all
skill levels on Sunday, July 20,
at The Picklr 415 E. Main St
(The Westfield Shops Retail
A-1).

tournament to henefit Greater

From 12 to 4 p.m., sea-
soned players and rookies
alike, will play a “King of
the Court” three-person
style play. Tickets are $40
each, which includes prizes,
snacks and refreshments,
swag bags, and ridiculous
amounts of fun. All are wel-

Public Notices

come to participate or spec-
tate. To purchase tickets, vis-
it habitatspringfield.org

“We are excited to be host-
ing this event. The staff at The
Picklr has been educating us
on all things pickleball and
helping us to ensure a fun
and lively event while raising

awareness and supporting
our construction programs,’
said Aimee Giroux, GSHFH
executive director.

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat is also looking for spon-
sors for the event. Sponsor-
ships range from $500 to
$1,500. For more informa-

Springfield Habitat

tion, see attached flyer.
GSHFH is dedicated to
strengthening communities
by empowering low-income
families to change their lives
and the lives of future gener-
ations through homeowner-
ship and home preservation
opportunities. Since 1987,

Greater Springfield Habi-
tat has built or repaired 129
homes in Hampden County.

For more information,
contact Olga  Callirgos,
Homeowner Programs co-
ordinator, at callirgos@hab-
itatspringfield.org or (413)
739-5503 x1003.

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 748-8600
Docket No.
HD25P1269EA
Estate of:
Philip C. McCarthy
Date of Death:

March 27, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Kimberly Bo-
becki of Agawam, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Kimberly Bobecki of Aga-
wam, MA

has been informally appointed

as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition

and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.
07/02/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1320EA
Estate of:
Carole Ann Rushby
Date of Death: 12/28/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has

been filed by

Robin L. Rushby of West
Springfield

Renee D Czupta of Agawam,
MA

Rene Rushby of Springfield,
MA

requesting that the Court enter
a formal Decree and Order and
for such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:

Robin L Rushby of West
Springfield

Renee D Czupta of Agawam,
MA

Rene Rushby of Springfield,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain

a copy of the Petition from

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

2
3

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 07/21/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a written
appearance and objection if
you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days
of the return day, action may
be taken without further notice
to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: June 23, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
07/03/2025
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

ELECTRIC MINI BIKE. New 2024
Greenworks, 60V with two 8.0 oh batteries,
dual port, 128 Ibs. 25 mph max, 20 mi. radi-
us, 90 minute charge, black/green. $1350.
413-575-6448.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE

221 BRECKENRIDGE STREET,
PALMER. Holiday decorations, blow
molds, Snow Buddies, household misc.,
tools, car parts, etc. July 4th through
July 13th, 8am-5pm.

ESTATE SALE. 6 Wheeler Road,
West Brookfield. Saturday-Sunday,
July 12-13, 1pm-5pm. Old tools, refriger-
ator, furniture, rain or shine.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted.
Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage hunting,
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising,
motorcycles, clothing. Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xxx*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection.
Fully insured. Licensed #22882A.
Mike 413-210-9140.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable.
Luis Arroyo #20773A.
Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

WALKER HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowingw
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Call us at 413.283.8393

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

— e

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER PUP-
PIES, AKC reg. Salt/ Pepper. Vet checked,
first shot, non shedding. Ready now, $1500.
413-782-2305

NG

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications for a
FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immediately.
Visit www.hampdenpolice.com
for more information. EOE
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All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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$26.00

2 | 2 | 23 | 24 s
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29 Beetanso | 30 Baroo| 31 Besso| 32 B a0

33 Peiso | 34 Besgaam| 39 Pesasso| 36 a0

37 Beeoaso | 38 Beogaam| 39 Beesanso| 40 B an00

Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv

Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———
Village Hills

Circulation:

B n

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

NEW BRANTREE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

d |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!

Call 413-283-8393
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MUTINY & from page 8

Mutiny. “We'll try to resched-
ule the game with New Jersey
or find another opponent to
fill out our regular season
schedule.”

Because Mutiny head
coach Federico Molinari was
unavailable to coach last Sun-
day’s home match, Ferrara
took over the coaching duties.

The Worcester team used
to be in the same Division
as the Mutiny, but they were
moved down to the second
Division this year. They've
played a couple of other
games against First Division
clubs this season.

The victory improved the
Mutiny’s record to a perfect
7-0

Racing Power, who are
from Baltimore, lost to the
Mutiny, 3-0, at Lusitano Sta-
dium on June 14, but they’ll
most likely be hosting the
playoff game on July 13 be-
cause of the goal differential.
The margin is capped at five
goals for each match.

The U.W.S. National semi-
finals and finals are sched-
uled to be held in Chicago,
Ilinois.

The Mutiny, who lost in
last year’s championship
match, clinched a berth in
the United Women’s Soccer
League playoffs for the fifth
time since they moved to
Lusitano in 2019.

“We've had a lot of suc-
cess since we began playing
our home matches here at

Lusitano Stadium,” Ferrara
said. “We've had a dynamic
group of players during the
past couple of years. We are
losing a couple of key players
for the rest of the season.”

Chioma Okafor was
called up to play for the Ni-
gerian Women’s National
Team in the African Nations
Women’s Cup. Cat Perez,
whos a goalie, is playing
for the Colombian National
Team.

Kendall Bodak, whos
from Monson, returned to
Clemson University to start
preparing for the college
soccer season. Avery Galan-
te also went back to the Uni-
versity of South Carolina.

While the Mutiny were
missing a couple of players,

Hope Santaniello played in
her first match of the season
against Worcester. She re-
turned home to Agawam af-
ter playing for a professional
soccer team in Iceland. She
has been a member of the
Mutiny since 2019.

“Playing soccer with this
team is something that’s
very special to me;” Santa-
niello said. “It was great to
be back and see all the girls
again.I've also really enjoyed
playing for the professional
soccer team in Iceland. I'm
learning a lot of different
things”

Santaniello scored the
Mutiny’s fifth goal of the first
half and added three more
during the final 20 minutes
of the match.

“Hope just looks fantas-
tic Ferrara said. “She’s
been on our roster the
whole season and is one of
our all-time best players”

Hope’s younger sister,
Bella, was also scheduled
to play for the Mutiny in
last Sunday’s match. How-
ever, because Worcester
didn’t have enough players
show up for the match, she
played for the visitors.

“My sister definitely has
a lot of potential,” Hope
said. “I'm very glad that
she’s following in my foot-
steps. It was a lot of fun
playing against her today.”

Maddy Theriault, who
graduated from Palmer
High School, recorded a
hat-trick during the first

15 minutes of the opening
half.

Bella Meadows scored
the other first half goal for
the Mutiny. She also scored
the first goal of the second
half.

Avery Klingensmith, who
graduated from Belcher-
town High School, chipped
in offensively with a pair of
second half goals.

Mila Dillard, who's from
Chicopee, also scored a goal
during the second half.

It was the Mutiny’s fourth
shutout of the regular season.
The defense was anchored by
Aida Name, whos from Chi-
copee, Kylie Ray, who grad-
uated from Minnechaug Re-
gional, Rachel Marchini, and
Anna Carson.
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Additionally, on top of the
reading challenge for sum-
mer reading there will also
be a variety of events and ac-
tivities for people of all ages
at the library.

To keep updated on these
events at the library, go to
their website at https://www.
agawamlibrary.org/.

Right: Dozens of
community members
came to the Agawam

Public Library to enjoy
all of their activities at
their summer reading

kick-off.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

Left: Kids, teens and adults were
welcomed to come do crafts and
play games at the library during

their summer reading kick-off.

Right: Adult Services Librarian
Cher Collins welcomed people to
the library’s summer reading kick-

off.
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