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By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The school com-
mittee voted at their meeting on 
Tuesday, June 27 to rename Rob-
inson Park Elementary School to 
the William P. Sapelli Elementary 
School. All committee members 
present–with the exception of 
Mayor William Sapelli himself, 
who abstained–voted yes on this 
proposal.

At the school committee meet-

ing on May 23, City Councilor Ger-
ald Smith came forward with the 
proposal of this name change. He 
believed it was a great opportuni-
ty to honor Sapelli for all that he 
has done for the town of Agawam. 

“I know this is not necessary 
but I do urge you, the members of 
the Agawam school committee, to 
vote yes on the proposal, to honor 
a man that has served for the bet-
ter part of 50 years as a teacher, a 
coach, assistant principal, prin-
cipal, assistant superintendent, 

superintendent of schools, and 
the past six years as our mayor,” 
Smith said. “[He is] a gentleman 
well deserving of this honor.”

Sapelli has been dedicated to 
the town of Agawam for the ma-
jority of his life. He has served in 
many different aspects of educa-
tion, including as a principal at 
the very school now named after 
him, and has worked as the mayor 
for six years now. 

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The school com-
mittee gave Superintendent 
Sheila Hoffman the results of 
her evaluation summative re-
port.

Hoffman met or made signif-
icant progress on meeting the 
benchmark for all of the evalu-
ation categories, thus receiving 
an overall score of proficient on 
this report.  

“I would congratulate her 
on that, that is an outstanding 
rating,” Mayor and School Com-
mittee Chairman William Sa-
pelli said at the June 27 school 
committee meeting. “The fact 
that she met or made significant 
progress on all her goals is quite 
commendable.”

The evaluation summative 
report contains 4 steps: assess-
ing progress towards goals, 
assessing performance of stan-
dards, the overall performance 
rating and the individual school 
committee member’s com-
ments. This report is set by the 
state and is used to determine if 
a superintendent is meeting the 
benchmark for a “good” superin-
tendent. 

Scores for each section of 
the report are determined by 
averaging together each school 
committee member’s individual 
ratings. 

This year’s goal categories 
were focused on professional 

practice goals, student learn-
ing goals and district improve-
ment goals. The ratings for this 
section are: did not meet, some 
progress, significant progress, 
met and exceeded. Superinten-
dents strive to reach “met” for 
their ratings in this category. 
Hoffman met the professional 
practice and district improve-
ment goals and made signifi-
cant progress on student learn-
ing goals. 

“Over this past year, stan-
dardized testing scores, while 
not the only metric by which 
the district should be measured, 
continued to rise,” committee 
member Dawn DeMatteo said. 
“This tells me that not only Shei-
la, but the entire Agawam public 
schools staff is committed to the 
academic health of the students 
in the care of the district.”

The standards included in-
structional leadership, manage-
ment and operations, family and 
community engagement, and 
professional culture. The ratings 
for this section are: unsatisfac-
tory, needs improvement, profi-
cient (which is the benchmark) 
and exemplary. Hoffman scored 
proficient in all of these catego-
ries. 

“I have given Mrs. Hoffman 
an overall rating of proficient, 
with an exemplary rating in the 
areas of instructional leadership 
and management of operations,” 

Hoffman impresses school 
committee with recent work

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Robinson Park School will be renamed William P. Sapelli Elementary School.

Elementary School renamed for 
outgoing mayor, longtime educator

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The state-funded 
Residential Assistance for Fami-
lies in Transition program began 
in Agawam on July 1. This pro-
gram is meant to help homeown-
ers who are at risk of foreclosure. 
According to City councilor Tom 
Hendrickson, applicants to the 
program can get up to $7,000 over 
a 12-month period for housing as-
sistance. 

“I think it will be immense-
ly beneficial to people in the 

community,” City councilor Tom 
Hendrickson said. “There are ap-
proximately 700 households in 
Agawam that spend over half of 
their income on housing and by 
that metric they are considered 
at risk of homelessness, so hous-
ing costs are on the rise and it’s 
difficult for people. This program 
will hopefully help people to re-
tain their homes and avoid fore-
closure.”  

Homeowners who have an 
income of below 50% of the Area 
Median Income are eligible for 
this program. The thresholds for 

eligibility are $34,900 for single 
individuals, $49,800 for four-per-
son households, and $65,750 for 
eight-person households. Those 
interested in applying can go to 
the Emergency Housing Payment 
Assistance Portal, which is acces-
sible through the state website. 

“You can go right through the 
state website, if you go through 
mass.gov…and you search for 
that [the RAFT program], you can 
apply for it,” Hendrickson said. 
“You just need an ID, verification 
of current housing, verification of 
eligible housing crisis, you basi-

cally need your notice that you’re 
at risk of foreclosure, mortgage 
statements showing that you’re 
three months behind, and some 
other documentation.”

Hendrickson is willing to offer 
his assistance to any resident who 
encounters difficulties while ap-
plying for the program. 

“If people have issues they 
can get in touch with me,” Hen-
drickson said. “I would also rec-
ommend reaching out to Sen. 
( John) Velis, who is also, I believe, 
familiar with the program and his 
office can probably help people as 

well. But, if people need help sign-
ing up for it I am happy to help 
guide them through that process.”

Hendrickson and two other 
city councilors, Rosemary San-
dlin and Anthony Russo, are 
working to ensure that residents 
are fully informed about this pro-
gram. They issued a press release 
on June 30 to spread awareness 
about this program as it contin-
ues forward. 

“We’ll definitely try to get the 
word out about it in any way that 

City councilors promote state assistance program for housing help

SCHOOL   ❙   page 6 HOFFMAN   ❙   page 6



Page 2     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     July 13, 2023

Enjoy limited time offers!

bankESB.com | 855.527.4111

Unlock your potential
Member FDIC | Member DIF

APY1

5.12% 
9-MONTH CD
WITH A CHECKING ACCOUNT. 
OPEN A NEW GET REAL CHECKINGSM 

ACCOUNT AND GET UP TO 
A $3002  BONUS

WITHOUT A CHECKING ACCOUNT

APY1

4.85%
9-MONTH CD

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

Open in-branch or online at bankESB.com today!

2 $300 ACCOUNT BONUS
Special offer is for opening a new Get Real CheckingSM account. Minimum balance to open Get Real CheckingSM is $10. Bonuses are for new checking account customers and limited to one account per customer. Bonus payouts may be 1099 reportable. 
Account must be in good standing and have a positive balance at the time the bonus is paid. May not be combined with other promotional offers. Customers who have previously received a bonus on a checking account closed with the bank within the 
previous 12 months are not eligible. This is a limited time offer and subject to change without notice. $200 promotional offer is for opening a Get Real CheckingSM account and activating direct deposit (of at least $25) OR enrolling in Online Banking 
and conducting 5 debit card transactions using your debit card within the first 60 days of account opening ($200 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been open). $50 promotional 
offer is for making 5 bill payments using Online Banking OR enrolling in eStatements within 60 days of account opening ($50 will be credited to the account by the last business day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been 
open). Minors (anyone under the age of 18) are not eligible for Online Bill Pay. $50 loyalty bonus will be paid after the account has been open for 12 months ($50 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 365th 
day the account has been open).

1 9-MONTH CD
5.12% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new and existing checking account customers only. For new customers, both accounts, checking and CD, must be opened at the same time to unlock bump up rate of 5.12% APY.
4.85% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new and existing customers without a checking account.

Specials available at any bankESB office for a limited time and may be withdrawn without notice.

9-Month CD rates are effective as of 7/1/2023. Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Automatically renews at maturity for 9 months at the then current CD rate and term. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $0.01. Substantial penalty for early 
withdrawal. Available for IRAs and business customers.

AGAWAM-- Wednesday July 19, at 7 p.m. 
the Midtown Horns will be performing at 
School Street Park, 418 Corey St. The Mid-
town Horns is New England’s largest cover 
band and has performed shows and func-
tions throughout the states of MA, NH, VT, 

ME and RI.
From Contemporary, to Motown, to Clas-

sic Rock, to Latin Rhythms, Soul, Funk, and 
Rhythm and Blues the Midtown Horns band 
does it all as they entertain audiences with 
many of the greatest songs in popular music.

Agawam summer concert series

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Midtown Horns will be the next performers at the Summer Concert Series at School Street Park

WESTFIELD — Kamp for Kids, a sum-
mer day camp for children and young 
adults with and without disabilities, will 
be holding an open house event, Kamp 
Welcome Day, from 10:30 a.m. to noon on 
Tuesday, July 18, at Camp Togowauk.

Camp Togowauk is at 754 Russell 
Road in Westfield. Kamp for Kids is for 
children and young adults ages 3 to 22 
and offers an opportunity to experience 
growth, inclusion and fun in a summer 
camp setting that includes a spray park, 
expressive arts, outdoor education, arts 
and crafts and non-competitive sports. 

State Senator John Velis will be in 
attendance, along with other public of-
ficials, representatives of Behavioral 
Health Network and parents and friends 
of Kamp for Kids. A brief program will 
be held, including remarks by officials 

and BHN staff and “Kampers” will give 
demonstrations they prepared of their 
creative work, including skits, songs and 
artwork.

Kamp for Kids was founded by Judy 
Hoyt, whose son Rick was the inspiration 
behind the camp.  Rick Hoyt, who be-
came famous through his participation 
in several Boston Marathons with his 
father Dick, passed away in May at the 
age of 61. They inspired the #TeamHoyt 
online community with followers from 
around the globe.

The camp operates every summer 
during July and August with about 150 
Kampers over three sessions. This year, 
Kamp runs 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday to 
Friday from July 10 through Aug. 18, 
For more information, visit bhninc.org/
kamp-kids. 

BHN’s Kamp for Kids open 
house is July 18

REGION — Girl Scouts of Cen-
tral and Western Massachusetts re-
cently announces it has received a 
three-year, $165,000 grant from the 
Women’s Foundation of Boston.

According to a press release, the 
grant will fund the expansion of 
the “It’s a Girls World” community 
based program that encompasses 
STEM, Financial Literacy, Healthy 
Living and Mental Health Wellness 
programs.

GSCWM is one of 10 nonprofits 
that exclusively serves women and 
girls awarded in WFBoston’s 2023 
grant cycle and one of three grant-
ees who serve women and/or girls 
in Massachusetts “Gateway Cities,” 

the release states.
“Historically as a society, we 

have not done enough to build 
women and girls’ confidence in 
their academic, athletic, leadership, 
and financial abilities, all of which 
are priorities for the organizations 
we support and help scale,” said 
Christina Gordon, co-founder and 
CEO of the Women’s Foundation of 
Boston. 

“It is crucial that we continue 
to invest in nonprofits, especially 
those operating in our Gateway Cit-
ies, giving them the ability to serve 
thousands of women and girls in 
need of our support.”

According to GSCWM Fund De-

velopment and Marketing Manager 
Jamie Mahon, “this generous grant 
enables us to expand what we’ve 
been doing in Worcester County 
and allows us to serve more girls, 
meeting them where they are, in 
communities that may experience 
gaps in access to resources and pro-
gramming.”

Girl Scouts of Central and West-
ern Massachusetts plans to bring It’s 
a Girls World to Chicopee, Holyoke, 
Pittsfield, Springfield and Westfield.

To inquire about It’s a Girls 
World, or to join, volunteer, donate 
or reconnect, contact GSCWM at 
info@gscwm.org or visit gscwm.org.

 About GSCWM
Girl Scouts of Central and West-

ern Massachusetts serves nearly 
5,000 girls in kindergarten through 
grade 12 with the support of over 
3,000 adult volunteers in 186 towns 
and cities in the region. The Girl 
Scout program allows girls to dis-
cover the fun, friendship and pow-
er of girls together while building 
their personal leadership qualities. 
GSCWM supports girls by giving 
them extraordinary opportunities 
to explore, experience, and learn 
about their world and helps girls 
recognize that they are vital mem-
bers of their communities.

 About the Women’s Foundation
The Women’s Foundation of 

Boston, Inc. is a nonprofit pub-
lic charity that creates, funds and 
accelerates high-impact econom-
ic and leadership programs that 
equip Greater Boston women and 
girls to be financially independent 
and successful leaders. WFBoston 
is becoming the primary vehicle 
for investing in women and girls 
in Greater Boston and is building 
a fast-growing network of female 
nonprofit and business leaders.

Foundation awards Girl Scouts of Central and Western Mass
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WESTFIELD--Westfield State Uni-
versity Board of Trustees has elected 
Ali Salehito serve as its chair, while 
trustees Melissa Alvarado and Gloria 
B. Williams, were elected as vice-chair 
and secretary, respectively. Daniel 
Currier was elected to the board as 
student trustee.

An Ipswich resident, Salehi serves 
as managing director of Hansen En-
gineering and Machinery Co., Inc. of 
Danvers. He holds a bachelors degree 
in mechanical engineering and a mas-
ter’s in engineering management from 
Western New England University.

Alvarado, a Westfield resident, is 
an assistant vice president in strategic 
planning and delivery at MassMutu-
al Financial Group. Alvarado has a  

B.S. in business administration from 
Westfield State, Alvarado holds an 
M.B.A. in finance from Western New 
England University and earned an ex-
ecutive certification in leadership and 
management from the University of 
Notre Dame.

Williams, a Springfield resident, 
is an educational consultant and 
leadership mentor, who previously 
completed a 21-year tenure as a mas-
ter principal for Springfield Public 
Schools. Her exceptional service in 
education, including as a representa-
tive for the Superintendent’s Advisory 
Committee, was recognized when she 
received the 2019 Educational Legacy 
Achievement Award.Williams earned 
a bachelors degree in education from 

Westfield State College and a certif-
icate in advanced graduate studies, 
from the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst.

Currier,of Attleboro, was elected by 
the student body in April to serve as 
Westfield State student trustee for the 
2023-24 academic year. A junior with 
majors in accounting and finance 
with minors in economics and En-
glish, Currier was formerly vice pres-
ident for Finance for Westfield State’s 
Student Government Association 
and is president of the Accounting 
Club. Currier is also a Commonwealth 
Honors Scholar and has received the 
Executive Excellence Award from the 
Westfield State University Student 
Government Association.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Melissa Alvarado was elected to 
WSU’s Board of Trustees.

Daniel Currier was elected to 
WSU’s Board of Trustees as the 
student trustee.

Ali Salehi was elected to WSU’s 
Board of Trustees.

Gloria B. Williams was elected to 
WSU’s Board of Trustees.

Westfield State University announces new board 
chair, officers and student trustee appointment

Staying safe and 
emotionally healthy 
during summer 
vacation

HOLYOKE -- Dr. Negar Beheshti, a board-certified 
adult, child and adolescent psychiatrist and Chief Med-
ical Officer for Holyoke-based MiraVista Behavioral 
Health Center and sister hospital, TaraVista Behavior-
al Health Center in Devens, recommends a balance of 
structured fun and learning during school vacation. 
Beheshti recommends as well that primary care givers 
do their due diligence to keep everyone engaged in safe 
behavior that supports mental health. 

Conversations around behavior and activities, she 
adds, should be age appropriate. 

“For example, children in elementary school may 
be doing a lot of summer camp activities and this is an 
opportunity to talk to them about appropriate behav-
ior with other peers at the camp,” Beheshti said. “When 
you get to the tweens, they may not want the regular, 
structured routine of summer camp. However, it is still 
good to do some type of structured program as it gives 
middle-schoolers the opportunity to continue social de-
velopment and promotes new learning opportunities. 
Some school districts offer enriched learning program-
ming at least part of the day that holds the potential to 
explore something new in a fun way.”

Other tips and recommendations for a safe and enjoy-
able summer break for young people from Dr. Beheshti, 
including what routines should be maintained, how to 
approach a difficult topic, including a change in normal 
behavior, and support available to a child questioning 
their sexual orientation or gender identity, can be found 
at https://www.miravistabhc.care/staying-emotionally-
healthy-during-school-break/.

The state Executive Office of Health and Human Ser-
vices recently created new resource hubs for LGBTQ+ 
individuals including at https://www.mass.gov/lgbtq-
youth-mental-health-resources, as well as a web re-
source page on summer programs for youth that are a 
mix of the academic and the recreational at  https://
www.mass.gov/info-details/summer-learning.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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Dear Rusty: I am a 62 year old widower that is 
still working full time. While my late spouse was in 
hospice, I was able to get her to apply for Social Se-
curity disability and she received one payment be-
fore she passed away two years ago. I was told that 
I could collect a survivor benefit, so I called my 
local Social Security office, but they told me that 
I could not collect any type of benefits from my 
wife and that all the money she paid into SS for all 
of those years was basically gone for good. Would 
you please advise what I can do and if this is true? 
I was also told that Social Security’s agents will do 
everything they can to avoid paying out benefits. 

Signed: Frustrated Widower
 
Dear Frustrated Widower: I suspect that the 

reason Social Security said you were not eligible 
for benefits as a widower is because you are work-
ing full time. At age 62, you are subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test” which limits how much 
you can earn while collecting early Social Security 
benefits. The 2023 earnings limit is $21,240 and, if 
that is exceeded, SS will take away $1 in benefits 
for every $2 you are over the limit. If your earnings 
are high enough, that could make you temporarily 
ineligible to collect benefits until 1) your earnings 
are less, or 2) you reach your Full Retirement Age 
(FRA) when the earnings test no longer applies.  

Assuming you have not yet claimed your per-
sonal SS retirement benefit, you are still eligible 
to collect a survivor benefit from your wife when 
your earnings are less or after you reach your full 
retirement age. One strategy you may wish to con-
sider, if you plan to keep working full time, is to 
wait and claim only your surviving spouse benefit 
at your FRA (67), thus allowing your personal SS 
retirement benefit to continue growing until you 
are 70 when your personal SS retirement benefit 
will be about 75% more than it would be now. Al-
though your survivor benefit reaches maximum 
at your FRA, your personal benefit doesn’t reach 
maximum until age 70, so it’s possible to collect 
your smaller survivor benefit from your wife first 

and claim your higher personal benefit later.  
You were apparently given some confusing in-

formation when you contacted Social Security. If 
you haven’t already claimed your own SS retire-
ment benefit, you are still eligible for a surviving 
spouse benefit from your wife but likely cannot col-
lect a widower benefit at this time because you’re 
working full time. However, that doesn’t mean you 
can never collect a survivor benefit; only that you 
can’t collect it at this time because of the “earnings 
test.” The earnings test goes away when you reach 
age 67, so you can claim only your survivor bene-
fit at that time or before if you no longer work full 
time and allow your personal SS retirement bene-
fit to continue to grow to age 70 if you like.  

From our experience with the Social Security 
Administration, the skill level of SSA represen-
tatives varies, but we have never suspected their 
goal was trying to avoid paying benefits due. Nev-
ertheless, depending on the agent you spoke with, 
the information provided may have been less clear 
about the best claiming strategy for you, which is 
why the AMAC Foundation’s Social Security Advi-
sory Service exists. Our advisors are all highly ex-
perienced and strive to provide you with complete 
and clear information which enables you to make 
an informed choice about how and when to claim 
the Social Security benefits you are entitled to. I 
hope we have succeeded.

Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article is in-
tended for information purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security Associ-
ation  To submit a question, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Why can’t I collect 
survivor benefits from 
my deceased wife?

BUSINESS
Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 

folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns.

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives.

For more information on business coverage for the Agawam Advertiser News, please email aan@turley.com.

A Brimfield resident reported a great 
crested flycatcher using a nest box in his 
yard, a first for him for this species. 

He said he saw them several times in 
his yard this year and recently saw a bird 
enter the box. He set up a wildlife camera 
and got a photo of the flycatcher at the 
nest box.

The great crested flycatcher is about 
eight inches long and has a crest as its 
name implies. The belly is bright yellow 
and the tail is reddish brown. The bird is 
gray overall with a darker gray throat and 
two white wing bars.

It raises its crest in alarm or curiosity. 
During aggressive displays it shows the 
reddish-brown feathers on its wings and 
tail by spreading them open. Its warning 
call is a loud, ascending “wheep” and a 
“prreet.”

The female lays five to six whitish eggs 
with darker marks in a new lined with 
grass, fur, bits of paper and occasionally 
bits of snakeskin. It will nest in a natural 
cavity, old woodpecker hole or nest box. 
They breed in the east and middle states 
in the north and south and some parts of 
Canada.

The great crested flycatcher inhabits 
woods and wooded urban areas. It flies 
from a perch to catch insects and often 
feeds high in the tree tops. Occasionally, it 
eats berries. 

Flycatcher at Lake Winnisquam
Sunday, June 25 I spent the day at my 

camp on Lake Winnisquam in Meredith, 
New Hampshire with one of my daugh-
ters and granddaughters. While stand-
ing on the dock, I noticed a great crested 
flycatcher flying out from tree branches 
along the shore. Its yellow belly was the 
identifying mark.

Other birds at the lake
I also saw double-crested cormorants. 

One swam by the dock and another land-
ed on a rock in the lake.

I did hear the loon, but I did not see 
them. The call came from a cove across 
the lake where the Loon Preservation 
Committee maintains a loon sanctuary 
with a floating nest. 

There were several boats anchored in 
the cove. I think one boater got too near 
the roped off area as the loon started mak-
ing its tremolo call, an alarm call. Loon 
chicks usually hatch sometime around the 
Fourth of July week or second week in July.

The water was quite warm and great 
for swimming. I hoped to make the trip 
to the lake again on the Fourth of July, but 
the weather did not cooperate.

Fledglings in Brimfield
I received an email from a Brimfield 

resident the end of June. He reported sev-
eral fledglings in his yard. He saw at least 
three cardinals with dark bills being fed by 
their parents.

Other youngsters included three fledg-
ing downy woodpeckers following their 
mother and begging for food, a young 
chipping sparrow, eastern towhee and a 
red-bellied woodpecker. He said the east-
ern towhee resembled the female, but it 
had a streaked breast. He saw the red-bel-
lied at the feeder.

He also said, “House wren have nested 
in the yard for several years, unfortunately 
they stuff several nesting boxes with sticks 
that don’t get used. On at least two occa-
sions have evicted black-capped chicka-
dees, who had stared to use a box.

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at exten-
sion 100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.
com or edowner@turley.com or mailing 
to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 

ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...

USDA INSP. 

$229
lb

SALE DATES: 7/13/23-7/19/23

$159

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............$299

USDA INSP 
FRESH DAILY

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK STEAKS or ROAST 

49¢

USDA INSP. FRESH 

CHICKENWINGS 1O LB BAG .............

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK..................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 CT 1 LB BAG ............................90% DIET LEAN

GROUND BEEF
ea

$169
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ...........

$299

$799
lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ...................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE

BEEF KABOBS W/VEGGIES .

$166
lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

$499

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
STEAKS

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$888
lb

FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS

$588
lb

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKIN ON

SALMON PORTIONS ............

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Local students graduate from 
Eastern Connecticut State 
University

AGAWAM-- More than 850 Eastern Connecticut State 
University students graduated in the 2022-23 academic 
year, which culminated with two commencement cere-
monies at the conclusion of the spring 2023 semester. The 
University’s undergraduate ceremony occurred May 16 at 
the XL Center in Hartford, CT, and the graduate-level cere-
mony occurred May 13 on Eastern’s campus.

Mia Perella of Agawam graduated with a Master of Sci-
ence degree in Early Childhood Education.

Jacob Sweeney of Agawam graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Environmental Earth Science.

Elms College announces 
dean’s list for spring 2023

CHICOPEE-- The College of Our Lady of the Elms has 
named the following students to the dean’s list for the 
spring semester. To qualify, a full-time student must earn a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher, without incompletes. These students 
are from the Agawam area:

Santino Giordano , Sabrina McBride, Brady Spaulding, 
Quincy Butler, Madison Carra, Megan Fanning 

Alec Ferrendino, Ariana Korcz, Samantha Landry, 
Zachary Ramos and Liam Sole.

Antonio Russo initiated into 
Omicron Delta Kappa

LEXINGTON,VIRGINIA-- Antonio Russo, a native 
of Agawam, was recently initiated into the Western 
New England University Circle of Omicron Delta 
Kappa, the National Leadership Honor Society. The 
Society welcomed 486 new initiates from 24 univer-
sities during May 2023.

SPRINGFIELD — The eighth an-
nual Barks and Brews event, present-
ed by Dakin Humane Society, will 
take place on Sunday, Sept. 10 at Fort 
Hill Brewery in Easthampton. The 
event will begin with a VIP Preview 
Hour from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m., with 
general admission taking place from 
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Ticket options are:

VIP admission tickets, priced at 
$75, entitle holders to on-site park-
ing, 2 complimentary beers, an event 
t-shirt, and an exclusive preview 
hour with refreshments. VIP Sales 
end Aug. 1.

General admission tickets, priced 
at $35, include a complimentary 
beer. Parking is located on-street and 
at the local school lot. Shirt not in-
cluded.

Tickets may be purchased online. 
All attendees of the event must be at 
least 21 years old.

Guests are invited to bring 
crowd-friendly dogs on a non-re-
tractable leash. Retractable leashes 
are not allowed. Please do not bring 
strollers. A Splash Zone and mist-
ing sprinkler will be available to 
keep dogs cool and the pavement 

wet. There will be a hot dog eating 
contest, 50/50 raffle, caricature art, 
nail-trimming, dog baths, vendor 
booth shopping, food trucks, and 
more!

Barks & Brews is an important 
annual fundraiser for Dakin, a 501(c)
(3) organization. In previous years 
at Fort Hill, this event has generated 
about $30,000 for services and pro-
grams that help animals in need. A 
50/50 raffle will be held at the event, 
but ticket holders need not be pres-
ent to win.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Previous attendees of Barks and Brew.

Barks and Brews event to 
benefit humane society

Free Small Business 
Legal Clinic now 
accepting applications

SPRINGFIELD--The Western New England University 
Small Business Legal Clinic is accepting applications from 
entrepreneurs and small business owners seeking legal as-
sistance for the fall semester.

Under faculty supervision, law students assist clients 
with a variety of legal issues. This is a free service available 
to local businesses that might not have the resources to 
obtain such services. The Small Business Clinic has assist-
ed more than 500 small businesses since it opened. 

“The Clinic is a great resource for entrepreneurs who 
lack the finances to retain an attorney,” explained Associ-
ate Clinical Professor of Law Robert Statchen. “By using 
the Clinic’s services, businesses can avoid problems by get-
ting legal issues addressed early and correctly. It also pro-
vides students with a great opportunity to get real world 
experience.”

The Clinic requests small business owners to submit 
their applications by Aug. 15. Applications received af-
ter that date will be considered if additional resources 
are available. Students will begin providing services in 
mid-September. For more information, call the Legal Clin-
ic at 413-782-1469 or email Marie Fletcher, Clinical Pro-
grams Administrator at mfletcher@law.wne.edu.

The School of Law Small Business Legal Clinic was es-
tablished to afford law students with an opportunity to 
provide practical consultation to entrepreneurs starting 
new and building existing small businesses in the commu-
nity. This initiative strengthens alliances within the com-
munity by using the resources of the University to foster 
new business development. For more information or to 
complete an online application, visit https://www1.wne.
edu/law/centers/small-business-legal-clinic.cfm.

HADLEY – To help conclude the 
celebration of Pride Month, UMa-
ssFive College Federal Credit Union 
(UMassFive) is pleased to announce 
the organization has joined the Mas-
sachusetts LGBT Chamber of Com-
merce. 

A longstanding supporter of the 
LGBT community, this new partner-
ship will allow the local credit union 
to further extend its reach, particu-
larly with local LGBT businesses. 

“This partnership is a natural fit 
for UMassFive,” stated Lauren Duffy, 
UMassFive’s Executive Vice Presi-

dent and Chief Operating Officer. 
“The Credit Union has always been 
committed to putting the best inter-
ests of our members and local busi-
nesses first, and one of the ways to 
do that is by assuring that diversity, 
equity, and inclusion are in the fabric 
of our organizational culture. Joining 
forces with the MA LGBT Chamber 
allows us to further this mission”. 

“Our Chamber is proud to add 
UMassFive as a partner,” said Grace 
Moreno, Executive Director of the 
MA LGBT Chamber of Commerce. 
“Ensuring that we have strong insti-

tutional partners across the state, 
especially in western Massachusetts, 
will benefit LGBTQ-owned and oper-
ated businesses of all sizes and bring 
more economic prosperity to our 
communities.” 

Collaborating with the MA LGBT 
Chamber opens the door for UMa-
ssFive to sponsor the Western Mass 
branch of the LGBT Chamber of 
Commerce networking events, par-
ticipate in additional volunteer op-
portunities, host educational finan-
cial workshops, participate in job 
fairs, and much more.

UMassFive joins Massachusetts LGBT 
Chamber of Commerce

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community 
features for the Agawam Advertiser News, please email 
aan@turley.com.
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Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

Email: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM by July 19th
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out August 2023 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include a 
high resolution,

clear photograph
for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph:

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Spr ngfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Corn so fresh the ears still wiggle.”

freshpickedfrom our farm
every morning 

CLUES ACROSS
1. Database 

management 
system

5. Medical 
procedures

11. __ Clapton, 
musician

12. Defender
16. Exert oneself
17. Indicates position
18. Prevents river 

overflow
19. Atrocities
24. Mister
25. Ends
26. Slope or tilt
27. Taxi
28. The very ends
29. Actor Sean
30. Japanese 

persimmon
31. Sours
33. Beneficiary
34. Baseball official
38. Muddy, boggy 

ground

39. Not worldly
40. Actress Lathan
43. Soil
44. __-Cola
45. Asleep
49. __ Angeles
50. Give birth to a 

child
51. Beach shelter
53. Commercial
54. Taste property
56. Local jurisdictions
58. It cools your 

home
59. Dismounted from 

a horse
60. Charge with a 

crime
63. Close in
64. Spoke
65. Famed garden

CLUES DOWN
1. Draw a scene
2. Its sultan is famous
3. Unlucky accident
4. A way to ski

5. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

6. Saw
7. “Westworld” actor 

Harris
8. Belonging to me
9. Shoelace tube
10. Takes to court
13. Early multimedia
14. In a way, 

produces
15. Bowlers
20. Of I
21. Equally
22. Gets some sun
23. A place to stay
27. Town in Galilee
29. Aronofsky film
30. Klingon character, 

“Star Trek”
31. Equal to 100 

square meters
32. Atomic #58
33. Arrived extinct
34. Loosen grip
35. A distinctive odor 

that is unpleasant

36. Membranes
37. Some is 

poisonous
38. Partner to Pa
40. Small brown gray 

rail
41. A salt or ester of 

acetic acid
42. Sodium
44. Military official 

(abbr.)
45. Lighted
46. Took off
47. All
48. Ohio city
50. More abject
51. A radio band
52. Controversial tech 

product (abbr.)
54. Monetary unit
55. Passed with flying 

colors
57. A way to win a 

boxing match
61. The Golden State
62. Home of the 

Longhorns

school committee member Shelley Reed 
said. “Mrs. Hoffman is an exceptionally 
strong leader, as shown by the evidence 
provided to us regarding curriculum, in-
clusiveness, teacher evaluation logs, and 
meeting the students’ diverse needs. She 
is continually discovering new ways to im-
prove student engagement, and improve 
student growth regarding MCAS after a 
few very trying years.”

With Hoffman’s scores on each cate-
gory, it was clear that she was meeting or 
exceeding the expectations of the commit-
tee. 

“Sheila Hoffman is an exceptional su-
perintendent,” committee member Wendy 
Rua’s comments said. “When reviewing 
the progress towards the goals and assess-
ing the performance standards it is easy to 
find evidence of exemplary performance 
in each category.”

All the committee members appeared 
especially grateful for Hoffman’s level of 
communication with the committee and 
the community as a whole, with many of 
them citing this communication as a di-
rect reason for Hoffman’s high score on 

this evaluation.
“She makes herself available to all 

stakeholders and is visible in the school 
buildings as well as in the community 
and other events,” committee member A.J. 
Christopher said. 

“Mrs. Hoffman’s leadership style is one 
of inclusion, she delegates effectively to 
administrative staff and encourages col-
laboration with all stakeholders,” the may-
or said. “She is consistent in keeping par-
ents, students, staff and elected officials 
up to date with all key issues and develop-
ments… It is my firm opinion that Agawam 
is indeed fortunate to have Sheila Hoffman 
leading our district as superintendent of 
schools.”

Hoffman herself was grateful for the 
committee’s feedback regarding her work 
throughout this year. She promises to keep 
pushing hard to ensure that the district 
continues to improve. 

“I promise to continue to set very ambi-
tious student learning goals, I think that’s 
very important,” Hoffman said. “If they’re 
met or not met, I think it’s more important 
that they’re ambitious because we need to 
close that learning gap.”

we can,” Hendrickson said. “We want to 
make sure that those who are eligible and 
who need it can get access to it.”

“As Agawam city councilors, it is our 
duty to the citizens of Agawam to keep 
them abreast of programs that assist 
them,” Sandlin said. “The RAFT program 
could provide crucial help to homeowners 
in distress.”

This program will be greatly beneficial 
to Agawam residents, the councilors say. 

With rising housing costs, many residents 
are struggling to make ends meet, and 
Hendrickson is glad that this program is 
there to support residents in need. 

“We have hundreds of households in 
Agawam that spend half their income on 
housing and we understand that the cost 
of living is going up for people and it’s 
tough to make ends meet nowadays for 
working families and low-income families 
so this will provide some assistance for 
those who are eligible,” he said. 

“What stands out to me is his dedication 
to the town, to making things better,” su-
perintendent Sheila Hoffman said. “It was 
focused on the schools when he was an ed-
ucator and a coach and superintendent…
but then as a mayor it really extended into 
how deeply he cares about the citizens and 
making this a great place for people to live.”

With three of the four elementary 
schools in Agawam already named after a 
previous superintendent, Smith thought it 
was time that the fourth school honored 
yet another deserving person for their 
work in Agawam.

“He’s done a fantastic job in education 
and also as our mayor,” Smith said. 

The school committee agreed with him. 
All four members present at this meeting, 
Shelley Reed, Dawn DeMatteo, A.J. Chriso-
pher and Michael Perry, voted yes on this 
proposal. Absent members, Wendy Rua 
and Kerri O’Connor, also sponsored this 
bill. 

“This is a well-deserved honor and 
I, along with my colleagues, myself, Ms. 
O’Connor, Ms. Rua, Mr. Perry, Mr. Chris-
topher, and Mr. Demario are all going to 
sponsor this bill together and we are hon-
ored to do so,” vice chair Shelley Reed said. 

Hoffman, as current superintendent, 
also fully supported this proposition. 

“I think Mr. Sapelli has dedicated his 
career to Agawam schools and now to the 
town of Agawam,” Hoffman said. “Other 

schools have been named after former su-
perintendents, and he was also a former 
superintendent and he’s, overall, a great 
guy and has been a mentor to me and I 
think this is a nice tribute in his honor.”

Sapelli himself was touched by this ded-
ication. 

“I can’t tell you how proud and hon-
ored I am, and humbled by this action and 
I can’t thank Gerry Smith and the entire 
school committee for this distinct honor,” 
he said. “It doesn’t happen often, as we all 
know, and it’s quite a special occasion for 
me. Thank you one and all, I greatly, greatly 
appreciate it.”

Moving forward, the school committee 
hopes to have a ceremony in September to 
honor this renaming.

“We certainly will be having a ceremony, 
an unveiling of the new signage and just a 
dedication to Mr. Sapelli,” Hoffman said. “It 
will most likely be at the end of September.”

SCHOOL   ❚   from page 1

HOFFMAN   ❚   from page 1 ASSISTANCE   ❚   from page 1

Robinson Park’s new name was approved at the 
June 27 school committee meeting.



July 13, 2023     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 7

SOCCER

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Brownies battle to tie with Comp prior to break

Mia Oyler sends a pass toward the middle of the field.

Angelina Kozhenevsky keeps the ball 
under control.

Madison Oyler goes after a loose ball.

Gabriella Wood stops the ball before 
making her next move. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Joann Schmuck kicks the ball away.

AGAWAM – Prior to the hol-
iday week, under the lights at 
Chicopee Comprehensive High 
School, the Brownies tied Chicop-
ee Comprehensive in A Division 

action in the Pioneer Valley Sum-
mer Soccer League on June 28. 
The girls are 1-2-2 for the first half 
of the summer season and were 
back in action this week.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Mamadi Jiana was 
one of the seven reserve players 
listed on the Western Mass. Pio-
neers starting line-up sheet for 
last Friday night’s USL League 
Two match-up with Vermont 
Green FC. 

Jiana, who was a member of 
the boys’ varsity soccer team at 
Chicopee High School a couple 
of years ago, entered the match 
during the 78th minute. Two min-
utes later, he scored what turned 

out to be the game winning goal. 
The Pioneers kept their postsea-
son dreams alive with an excit-
ing 1-0 victory before the largest 
crowd of the regular season at 
Lusitano Stadium.  

“The tempo was very high 
when I came into the game late 
in the second half, and I was 
ready for the moment,” Jiana said. 
“When I saw the scoring oppor-
tunity, I knew that I had to cap-
italize on it. We played very well 
tonight, and it just feels amazing. 

Bankers rolling to first place finish

HOLYOKE – PeoplesBank are 
the elite of the Tri-County Base-
ball League, and are now 13-1 
heading into the final stretch of 
the season. Last week, the Bank-
ers scored at 14-4 win over St. 
Joe’s, and a 12-1 win over DiFran-
co Realty. Those wins took place 

on consecutive nights and the 
Bankers now have a five-point 
lead for first place. The Chicopee 
Falls Tigers hold second place at 
10-5-1. St. Joe’s has moved into 
third place at 7-8. The regular sea-
son is heading for a close during 
the next two weeks.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Dave Clark makes a good throw to first.

Cam McDonald winds up for a long 
throw for an out.

James Flahive continues to rack up 
wins for PeoplesBank.

Pioneers score shutout to 
keep playoff chances going

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Gianluca Cersosimo sends a kick away.

PIONEERS   ❙   page 8
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I’m very proud of the guys.” 
It was Jiana’s third goal of the regular season and all of 

them were game winners.
“We can’t win games with just eleven players,” said Pio-

neers longtime head coach Federico Molinari. “We need con-
tributions from all 18 players to be successful. Mamadi is a 
local player and we’re very happy to have him on our team 
this year.”  

Jiana scored his first goal wearing a Pioneers uniform in a 
2-1 road win against AC Connecticut on June 10. A little more 
than two weeks later, Jiana, who currently lives in Westfield, 
was a starter in another road match against Pathfinder FC. He 
netted the only goal of that contest. 

During the past two years, Jiana scored 17 goals and had 13 
assists for a total of 47 points as a member of the men’s soccer 
team at Norwich University, which competes at the Division 
3 level. He recently entered the NCAA transfer portal and is 
hoping to play soccer for a Division 1 school in the fall.  Jiana 
has two more years of college eligibility remaining. 

The Norwich University men’s soccer coach was Adam 
Pfeifer, who retired at the end of last season.  Pfeifer is cur-
rently the Athletic Director at Kimball Union Academy and is 
also the Vermont Green head coach. 

The first and second place finishers in the Northeast Divi-
sion will qualify for the playoffs.

The Pioneers (8-1-3) and Vermont (9-3-0) are battling for 
one of those two spots, along with the Seacoast United Phan-
toms. If the Pioneers can win their final two regular season 
matches at Albany, which was scheduled to be played on 
Tuesday night, and at home against AC Connecticut on Sat-
urday night, they should lock up a playoff berth. The last time 
that the Pioneers didn’t qualify for the playoffs was in 2018.   

“This is a very good win for us tonight,” Molinari said. “We 
made a couple of changes at halftime, and we played a lot bet-
ter in the second half.”  

Alec Hughes, who entered the match at the start of the sec-
ond half, had a couple of opportunities to give the home team 
a 1-0 advantage. 

Hughes breakaway shot in the 58th minute was flicked 
over the endline by Vermont goalie Nathan Schmur resulting 
in a corner kick. 

Less than ten minutes later, Hughes had another wide 
open shot, but his chip shot clanked off the cross bar.  

The Pioneers didn’t miss their third scoring chance. 
The scoring play began when Connor Bagdon, who had 

also entered the match at halftime, intercepted a pass before 
delivering a pass to Lucio Berron. After dribbling the ball over 
the midfield line, Berron made a short pass to Ignacio Albo, 
who then found Jiana open on the left side. Jiana dribbled 
the ball into the box before firing a rocket shot into the right 
corner past Schmur, who made a diving attempt to make the 
save.

“I was wide open, and Ignacio passed the ball to me,” Jiana 
said. “Then I shot the ball with my right foot into the corner. 
As soon as I shot the ball, I knew that it was going to go into 
the net.”      

When the Pioneers made the trek north to the University 
of Vermont on June 17, Albo scored the only goal of the match.   

A year ago, the Pioneers pulled out a thrilling 3-2 come-
from-behind home victory over the Vermont Green.

In the first ever meeting between the USL-League two ri-
vals. 

During the first half of last Friday’s home match, West-
ern Mass. goalie Gianluca Cerosimo (4 saves) made a couple 
of outstanding saves, which allowed Jiana to score his third 
game winner of the season with ten minutes remaining in 
regulation. 

Tomas Duben stops the ball as he runs into the opposing defense.

PIONEERS   ❚   from page 7

MILFORD – Six-time NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour champion 
Doug Coby will look to add yet an-
other track to his winners list this 
Saturday night. Wall Stadium Speed-
way, located in New Jersey, is a high-
banked, high-speed track that has 
tight corners and often produces ex-
citing side-by-side racing.

When the NASCAR Whelen Mod-
ified Tour rolls into town for the Jer-
sey Shore 150, Coby will drive the 
Tommy Baldwin Racing, Mayhew 
Tools No. 7NY. With one win this sea-
son (Monadnock Speedway), Coby 
enters the race third, 30 points back 
in the championship standings on 

the Whelen Modified Tour circuit en-
tering the eighth race of the season. 

In his 35 career wins, Coby has 
been to Victory Lane at 12 different 
tracks. At Wall Stadium, Coby has 
three career Tour starts, with only 
one coming in the last 18 years. Coby 
started sixth, led 72 laps and finished 
10th in 2019. He did not compete 
in the Whelen Modified Tour event 
at Wall last year, but Jimmy Blewett 
won in the Tommy Baldwin Racing 
entry Coby will be driving for this 
event.

“I watched the race last year and 
it didn’t seem like it was similar 
to the one in 2019,” Coby said. “It 

seemed like the groove had moved 
around. Wall is one of those places 
that can throw a lot at you – and a lot 
can happen quickly. Our car will be 
good. I’ve never won there and it’s on 
my bucket list of tracks where I want 
to win. I got my first pole there, used 
to race at Little Wall as a kid, and I’ve 
always liked the facility.”

Saturday’s practice session will 
roll from 3:30-4:30 p.m., followed by 
Mayhew Tools qualifying and the 
Jersey Shore 150 at 8 p.m. The main 
event will be live on FloRacing.TV for 
those who would like to watch from 
home.

Wall Stadium Speedway to host big race

HOLYOKE – Last Saturday, the 
Valley Blue Sox swept a doublehead-
er versus another North Division op-
ponent. The team defeated the Upper 
Valley Nighthawks 4-1 to climb back 
to .500 on the season at 14-14. Valley 
now leads the West Division by one 
game over the Bristol Blues.

As in the first game, the Night-
hawks got on the board first, follow-
ing a sacrifice fly in the top of the 
second. 

Blue Sox pitching was rock solid 
in the ballgame, only allowing one 
run off five hits. Dillon Ryan started 
the game for the team, pitching three 
innings allowing one run while strik-
ing out two batters.

Michael Weidinger would relieve 
Ryan in the top of the fourth inning, 
pitching two shutout innings and 
striking out five batters. 

All of the runs for the Blue Sox 
came in the bottom of the fifth fol-
lowing a huge rally, even with the 
team only recording two hits in the 
inning. Efrain Correa Jr. was hit by 
a pitch, Will Gale singled, and new-
comer Jack Power walked to make it 
bases loaded with no outs. 

Jeff Pierantoni and Eliot Dix both 
hit RBI fielder’s choices to take the 
lead for Valley. The team added two 
more insurance runs off an RBI sin-

gle from AJ Guerrero, and a throwing 
error from Upper Valley to allow the 
final run of the ballgame. 

Jason Arrigo would relieve 
Weidinger to close the game for Val-
ley. Arrigo’s curveball was ranked 
third in the league in RPM. The right-
hander pitched two scoreless innings 
to earn himself the save, and added 
to his strikeout totals with three 
more on the night. 

AJ Guerrero went 2-for-3 in the 
game, with an RBI. Will Gale also had 
two hits, going 2-for-2 with a walk 
and a stolen base. 

In Game 1, another close game 
throughout the seven inning contest 
saw the Blue Sox rallying back from a 
three run deficit to claim the victory. 

The Nighthawks scored one run 
in the top of the first inning following 
an RBI double, then added two more 
in the top of the second inning off an 
RBI single. 

Sean Scanlon was on the bump 
to start the game for Valley, pitching 
four innings while allowing three 
runs and striking out two batters. 
In the bottom of the second inning, 
the Blue Sox took a run back off of 
an RBI double from Zach Ketterman. 
Matt Bergevin scored on the play to 
make it a 3-1 game.

Valley added two more runs to tie 

the game in the bottom of the third 
following RBI singles from AJ Guer-
rero and Matt Bergevin. 

The Blue Sox then wasted no time 
taking the lead, scoring a run in the 
bottom of the fourth inning follow-
ing the first home run hit by a Blue 
Sox player at home this season. Zach 
Ketterman hit a towering solo shot 
over the right field wall to make it 
a 4-3 ballgame. The third baseman 
went 2-for-3 with two RBIs in the 
contest.

Terry Murray relieved Scanlon in 
the top of the fifth inning, pitching 
two innings allowing one unearned 
run while striking out two.

The Nighthawks rallied back to tie 
the game 4-4 in the top of the sixth 
after two straight errors from the 
Blue Sox.

Zach Cameron pitched a score-
less frame in the top of the seventh 
to set the Blue Sox up to walk it off in 
the bottom half of the inning.

Jeff Pierantoni walked in the bot-
tom of the seventh, then AJ Guer-
rero hit a double to put runners on 
second and third with only one out. 
EJ Kreutzmann hit a ground ball 
down the third base line allowing Jeff 
Pierantoni to score. The Blue Sox se-
cured their second walk-off victory of 
the season 5-4.

Blue Sox score doubleheader sweep

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame announced 
four new board members. Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake, Executive Director 
of the National Basketball Players 
Association Foundation, was named 
to the Board of Governors. Executive 
Chairman of Delano Media Group, 
Todd Delano; Former NBA Head 
Coach and Player, Vinny Del Negro; 
and Thomas Tull, Chairman of the 
USIT Fund, and Chairman of Tulco 
Holdings, were named to the Board 
of Trustees. 

“We are very pleased to be adding 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, Todd Del-
ano, Vinny Del Negro, and Thomas 
Tull as board members,” said Jerry 
Colangelo, Board Chair of the Na-
ismith Basketball Hall of Fame. “Each 
new member brings unique perspec-
tives which will be invaluable in sup-
porting the Hall of Fame’s mission to 
promote and preserve the game.”

“I look forward to working closely 
with our new Board members,” said 
John Doleva, President and CEO of 
the Hall of Fame. “We have a signif-

icant amount of investment coming 
to the Hall over the next few years, 
and the Board’s input and guidance 
is critical to the success of our orga-
nizational goals.”

Board members serve as am-
bassadors of the Hall while also be-
ing responsible for preserving the 
fundamental mission and financial 
well-being of the Basketball Hall of 
Fame. The Board is made up of indi-
viduals that work in or have worked 
in the game, as well as business lead-
ers that have supported the game in 

Springfield, Mass., or on 
a national or global level. 

HoopHall introduces new board members

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.



July 13, 2023     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 9

Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM 

ZONING BOARD 
OF  APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Agawam Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a pub-
lic hearing at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St., 
Agawam, MA on Monday, 
July 24, 2023 at 6:30PM for 
all parties interested in the 
request of Nancy Wheeler, 
who is seeking a Variance 
from Chapter 180-26 (A1) 

of the Town of Agawam’s 
Zoning Ordinances, to allow 
for the construction of an 
addition with less than the 
required side yard at the 
premises identified as 44 
North West Street. 

Doreen A. Prouty
Chairperson

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

07/06, 07/13/2023

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News Public Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

DEA warns most 
fake pills contain 
lethal fentanyl

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration is alerting the public of a sharp nationwide increase 
in the lethality of fentanyl-laced fake prescription pills.  

According to a news release, the DEA lab found that, of 
the fentanyl-laced fake prescription pills analyzed in 2022, 
six out of 10 now contain a potentially lethal dose of fentan-
yl. This is an increase from DEA’s previous announcement 
in 2021 that four out of ten fentanyl-laced fake prescription 
pills were found to contain a potentially lethal dose.

“More than half of the fentanyl-laced fake prescription 
pills being trafficked in communities across the country 
now contain a potentially deadly dose of fentanyl,” DEA 
administrator Anne Milgram said in the release.

“This marks a dramatic increase – from four out of ten 
to six out of 10 – in the number of pills that can kill. These 
pills are being mass-produced by the Sinaloa Cartel and 
the Jalisco Cartel in Mexico. Never take a pill that wasn’t 
prescribed directly to you. Never take a pill from a friend. 
Never take a pill bought on social media. Just one pill is 
dangerous and one pill can kill.”

Last year, the DEA issued a Public Safety Alert on the 
widespread drug trafficking of fentanyl-laced fake pre-
scription pills in American communities. These pills are 
largely made by two Mexican drug cartels, the Sinaloa 
Cartel and the Jalisco Cartel, to look identical to real pre-
scription medications, including OxyContin, Percocet, and 
Xanax, and they are often deadly. In 2021, the DEA seized 
more than 20.4 million fake prescription pills. Earlier this 
year, the DEA conducted a nationwide operational surge 
to target the trafficking of fentanyl-laced fake prescription 
pills and, in just over three months, seized 10.2 million 
fake pills in all 50 states. Through its One Pill Can Kill cam-
paign, the DEA is working to alert the American public of 
the dangers of fake prescription pills. 

Fentanyl remains the deadliest drug threat facing this 
country, according to the DEA.. It is a highly addictive 
synthetic opioid that is 50 times more potent than heroin 
and 100 times more potent than morphine.  Just two milli-
grams of fentanyl, the small amount that fits on the tip of a 
pencil, is considered a potentially deadly dose. According 
to the CDC, 107,622 Americans died of drug poisoning in 
2021, with 66 percent of those deaths involving synthetic 
opioids like fentanyl.

The Sinaloa Cartel and Jalisco Cartel in Mexico, using 
chemicals largely sourced from China, are primarily re-
sponsible for the vast majority of the fentanyl that is being 
trafficked in communities across the United States, the 
DEA says.

For more information, go to the Fentanyl Awareness 
page at dea.gov.

BOSTON — The Massachusetts 
Registry of Motor Vehicles recently 
announced the Service Center locat-
ed in Chicopee has expanded to offer 
road tests.

According to a news release, this 
location will continue to accept 
dropped off registration bundles for 
B2B bulk transactions for insurance 
agents and car dealerships, includ-
ing new registration and titles, reg-
istration transfers and renewals, ad-
dress changes and cancellations. 

The RMV is implementing this 
customer service change to further 
support its ongoing efforts to pre-
pare for the Work and Family Mo-
bility Act which took effect on July 1, 
the release states. The RMV has also 
increased staffing and will be mak-
ing translation assistance available 
for customers using a hotline, infor-
mational materials and interpreter 
services.

“The Registry of Motor Vehicles 
continues to strategically prepare 
for the implementation of the Work 
and Family Mobility Act and the an-
ticipated customer service demand,” 
said Registrar of Motor Vehicles Col-
leen Ogilvie.

“The transitioning of this service 
center to accommodate additional 
road tests will help provide custom-
ers in Western Massachusetts with 
increased access, dedicated support 

services and additional opportuni-
ties to help secure driving creden-
tials.” 

B2B service
Customers will continue to be 

able to drop off registration bundles 
at the Chicopee RMV between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. and pick 
up returned bundles between 3 p.m. 
and 4 p.m.

There are no changes to any oth-
er B2B locations servicing Western 
Massachusetts. Bulk registration ser-
vices will continue to be processed 
in Easthampton, Greenfield, North 
Adams, Pittsfield and Springfield.

Road Test Information
and Requirements

Customers can schedule required 
road test appointments online at 
mass.gov/myRMV. Road test appli-
cants must bring a physical copy of 
their learner’s permit, a printed and 
completed copy of the Road Test 
application and be accompanied by 
a qualified sponsor. A sponsor is a 
person who is a licensed driver over 
the age of 21 with at least one year 
of experience driving. In addition to 
meeting the application and sponsor 
qualifications, the applicant must 
make sure the vehicle brought for 
testing meets all functional and safe-
ty requirements.

Private passenger vehicles used 
for a Class D road test must meet the 
following requirements (including 
vehicles with an ignition interlock 
device, and vehicles with adaptive 
equipment for a competency test): 

Be in good working condition and 
be able to pass a safety check. 

Have a valid registration and cur-
rent inspection sticker. 

Contain adequate seating accom-
modations next to the operator for 
the use of the examiner and have a 
rear seat for the sponsor. 

Be designed to let the examiner 
make an emergency stop using the 
parking brake. If not, the vehicle can-
not be used for the road test. 

Any vehicle with a center console 
that does not have a parking brake as 
part of the console cannot be used. 

Any vehicle that does not allow 
the examiner unobstructed access 
to the parking brake cannot be used. 

  The RMV has created a webpage 
to help applicants locate all informa-
tion related to their road test.  The 
webpage, which is located at  mass.
gov/guides/road-test-information, 
includes information on what to 
expect, videos to help prepare for 
the road test, links to checklists and 
applications to increase applicants’ 
chances of passing their exams.

RMV Service Center
in Chicopee offering road tests

Distracted driving is of most con-
cern in summer, when more people 
take the opportunity to travel, ex-
plore and visit family. Traveling with 
pets compounds this concern, as un-
restrained pets can both cause dis-
tractions and make accidents more 
dangerous.

“Pets can easily take a driver’s 
attention from the road, posing a 
serious risk not only to the pet but 
also to the passengers riding in the 
same vehicle,” says Michael Leung, 
co-founder and lead product de-
signer of Sleepypod, a manufacturer 
of premium pet carriers and pet re-
straint systems. “If there is nothing 
restraining a pet in a hard stop or car 
accident, the pet can become a pro-
jectile and potentially collide with 
fellow pets or human passengers.”

Such a collision could be cata-
strophic, regardless of a pet’s size. A 
10-pound dog in a 50-mile-an-hour 
car crash exerts 500 pounds of force. 
Meanwhile, an 80-pound dog in a 
30-mile-per-hour crash exerts 2,400 
pounds of force.

Unrestrained pets may also fall or 
jump out of open windows or flee the 
car in fear after a crash, potentially 
becoming lost, injured, or worse.

A quality, rigorously tested pet 
restraint can make all the difference 
in preventing distracted driving and 

keeping human and pet passengers 
safe during an accident. Interesting-
ly, an American Automobile Associ-
ation survey found that, while more 
than 80% of drivers admitted that 
they recognize the dangers of driving 
with an unrestrained pet, only 16% 
used pet restraints.

Leung spearheaded Sleepypod’s 
rigorous advanced crash-testing 
program. He and his research and 
development team gather real-life 
accident data through Sleepypod’s 
crash replacement program, which 
offers customers who have used a pet 
safety restraint while in an accident 
r e p l a c e m e n t 
pet restraints 
or discounts 
on new pet re-
straints.

F o l l o w 
these tips for 
m i n i m i z i n g 
pet-related dis-
tractions and 
keeping pets 
safe during ac-
cidents:

Pets should 
always be re-
strained in a 
back seat to 
prevent them 
from injury 

if an airbag is deployed. If the pet 
cannot restrain your pet with a rep-
utable, tested car restraint, the next 
safest option is to place the pet in 
the footwell behind the front seat. 
Smaller pets are safer when fully 
contained in a restrained carrier, 
while larger dogs should ride in a car 
safety harness that does not connect 
the pet with an extension tether. Pets 
should be unable to slide forward far 
enough to “submarine,” or drop off 
the seat, at any point during a colli-
sion.

Tips for driving safe with pets this summer

Our advertisers make
this publication

possible.
Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden Times
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ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE July 14 & 15 
8-4.  2 Country Club Lane Monson.  
Antiques,collectables, tools 50 year 
collection

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
2013 SUMMERLAND 28’ ONE 
BUMP OUT SLEEPS 6, PLENTY 
OF STORAGE GREAT CONDITION 
MUST BE SEEN ASKING $12,000.00 
(413)238-0199

LIKE NEW WOODEN OUTDOOR 
CHAISE LOUNGE WITH CUSH-
ION $150.00 ALSO ALUMINUM 
CHAISE LOUNGE $75.00 CALL 
GARY (413) 583-2183

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413) 563-0487

PAINTING & MORE
Interior painting and small exterior 
jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! Pro-
fessional and reliable. No job too 
small. Servicing the Wilbraham area.
Call Tom 339-832-5682.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and 
screened loam BBB approved Vinyl 
Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly mowing and yard maintenance
Landscape installation and restoration
Hedge trimming, pruning, and mulch-
ing. Schedule fall lawn overseeding 
and repair

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial and Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING
 Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

PER DIEM FRONT DESK.
Great place to work. Our front desk 
staff is averaging 10 years and count-
ing! This is a part time per-diem po-
sition, 10-20 hours a week, including 
weekend coverage. Retirees encour-
aged to apply. Send a resume to: The 
Gardens of Wilbraham, 2 Lodge Lane, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. Email: mch-
isholm@thegardensofwilbra-
ham.com. Fax: 413-596-5320.
Managed by Athena Communities, 
EOE.

FOR RENT
3 BR DUPLEX off-street parking, 
Stove, refrigerator included. W/d hook-
up. $1,400/ mo. First, security. Near Big 
Y and MA Pike. NO PETS. 413-668-
8348, 413-544-9012.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
Fast Rubbish Removal

Junk Appliance Cleanouts.

We load it & take it.

413-531-1936JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00

Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England 

Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 

guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-

ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-

4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-

tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 

Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-

um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PIANO BENCH LEATHER AD-

JUSTABLE EBONY $90.00 Bo-

gen professional 3001 tripod $75.00

Real wicker 2 chairs 1 loveseat   

$125.00. Cuisinart insta-pot electric 

pressure cooker used once $75.00 

Husqvarna Viking Daisy sewing ma-

chine never used $85.00 (413)256-

1670

TAG SALE

DANA WOODS ANNUAL tag sale: 

Belchertown: George Hannum Rd off 

Rt 9 (turn at Stop & Shop) Children’s 

clothes, toys, furniture, housewares, 

tools and more! Saturday, June 

10th, 9:00am-3:00pm

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-

ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 

Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 

Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 

instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-

chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 

lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 

military, automotive, fire department, 

masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 

barware, books, oil cans, advertising 

tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 

Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 

debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 

Swimming pools removed. Cheap-

er than dumpster fees and we do all 

the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 

(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 

repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 

Licensed/ insured. Call (413) 967-

6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-

ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-

room instructor, 20+ years experience. 

Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-

timate.

CLEANING 

SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 

AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 

(413) 455-9633

ELECTRICIAN

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 

FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 

cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 

Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 

Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-

TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 

508-882-0140

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-

MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-

ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 

siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 

insured. Free estimates. (413)246-

2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 

BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 

shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-

eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-

fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-

5789 (413)538-7954.

BRUSH CLEARING, VEGE-

TATION CONTROL CLEARING 

OF FENCE LINES, OVERGROWN 

PROPERTIES, HIKING TRAILS CALL 

GARY (413)531-3538

ELECTRIFIED LANDSCAP-

ING AND TREE SERVICE CALL 

(413)799-5686

MASONRY

STOP WET 

BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 

WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-

way doors, basement windows, chim-

neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 

repaired, basement waterproofing 

systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-

ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 

(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-

rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 

room. Very neat, references, prompt 

service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-

cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 

Specializing in all aspects of quality 

painting and staining. 25 years ex-

perience. Free consultation. Steve 

(413)477-8217

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-

thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 

stump grinding, storm damage and 

brush chipping. Honest and Depend-

able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-

nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 

today for free estimate (413)478-

4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 

of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-

6560 day/night.

STUMP 

GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-

ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-

fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-

478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING

 Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured

413-213-5470

PCA NEEDED, EASY WORK 

FLEXIBLE HOURS, PLEASANT 

ENVIRONMENT IN BRIMFIELD 

FOR MORE INFO CALL CONNIE 

(413)271-0573

TOWN OF PALMER:  ADMINIS-

TRATIVE ASSISTANT, ASSES-

SORS OFFICE Town of Palmer is 

seeking qualified candidates for a 

full-time, 32.5 hours Monday 8:30am 

– 7:30pm, Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30am o 4:30pm.

The position works under the direct 

supervision of the Principal Assessor. 

Please go to www.townofpalmer.

com for full job description.  Send 

resume and cover letter to kwenzel@

townofpalmer.com or to 4417 Main 

Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Salary com-

mensurate with experience between 

$22.26 - $25.77 per hour. 

This position requires a high school 

education; and one (1) to three (3) 

years of experience in a real estate or 

office setting; Experience in appraisal 

and assessment practices desired; 

or any equivalent combination of ed-

ucation and experience. Associates 

Degree preferred.  Experience with Vi-

sion, Munis and GIS is desirable.

 
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA em-

ployer.

DRIVERS

DRIVER WANTED

TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTA-

TION to individuals with develop-

mental disabilities to and from work, 

volunteering and other activities in the 

Belchertown area.Flexible hours Part 

time 10 -20 hours per week M-F Must 

have. A valid driver’s license, and clean 

driving record $17.00 to start Apply in 

person at 442 State St. Belcher-

town, MA or email ashelton@

communityoptionsma.org

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 

herein is subject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 

advertise “any preference, limitation, 

or discrimination because of race, col-

or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-

tus, or national origin, or intention to 

make any such preference, limitation, 

or discrimination.” We will not knowing-

ly accept any advertising for real es-

tate which is in violation of the law. All 

persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on 

an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME SUBSIDIZED 2 

BEDROOM APT. OFF STREET 

PARKING, COIN OP LAUNDRY 

CLOSE TO CENTER OF TOWN 

(413)323-8707

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin

Village Hills
Circulation:

50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 

the Suburban Residential ZONE 

for $26.00 for 20 words plus 

50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 
Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00

$5.00 Quabbin

❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns

❏

Run my ad in the

following ZONE(s):

Includes

additional words

Suburban 

Residential
Circulation: 

59,000

1 

2 

3 

4

5 

6 

7 

8

9 

10 

11 

12

13 

14 

15 

16

17 

18 

19 

20

21 

22 

23 

24

25 

26 

27 

28

29 

30 

31 

32

33 

34 

35 

36

37 

38 

39 

40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON

  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS

BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL

CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER

THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT

THE SENTINEL

THE SUN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER

WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com   •   413.283.8393
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT WWW.TURLEY.COM

New Subscribers!New Subscribers!
Stay connected to all the people, 

places and events that make 
our community a great place 

to call home. From dining and 
entertainment to shopping and 
neighborhood news, we cover 

every local angle to keep you in the 
know and on the go.

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS!

Call or go online today to subscribe:

413.283.8393
www.turley.com/subscriptions

___   YES, start my subscription to Country Journal today!
Delivery Address
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: ________________________  Email: ___________________________________

Billing/Mailing Address (if different from delivery address):
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________
Credit Card: _____________________________________________________________
Exp. ________________________________  CVV: ______________________________

Choose your subscription type and term:

__ 1 year $35.00  __ 2 years $50.00

Out-of-State  __ 1 year $40.00  __ 2 years $60.00

__ Check Enclosed  __ Credit Card

Mail this completed form with 
payment or bill me later preference to: 

Agawam Advertiser News
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get Home Delivery for
Less Than 60¢ a Week!

Agawam Advertiser News

JOBS. REAL ESTATE. BUY. SELL

Business Owners,
Reach households throughout 

Agawam and Feeding Hills when 
you advertise with us!

Call TERI WEGIEL 413.333.9218
today to get started.
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 13, 2023.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 16.

A M H E R S T - - 
Funded by a new 
grant from the Na-
tional Institutes of 
Health, a University 
of Massachusetts 
Amherst environ-
mental and repro-
ductive epidemi-
ologist is trying to 
develop a better 
understanding of the effects of 
ambient air pollution on wom-
en’s reproductive health.

Carrie Nobles, assistant 
professor in the School of Pub-
lic Health and Health Sciences, 
will use the two-year, $650,000 
exploratory/developmental 
research grant from the NIH’s 
National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences to 
identify mechanisms and sus-
ceptible reproductive process-
es across the menstrual cycle 
and early pregnancy.

Previous, smaller studies 
by Nobles and colleagues have 
linked air pollution to fertility 
at the broad population lev-
el, “but we don’t understand 
exactly how and who is most 
affected,” says Nobles, who is 
also analyzing the impact of 
air pollution and other envi-
ronmental factors on men’s 
fertility in another NIH-funded 
study.

“Around the time of ovula-
tion and also around the time 

of implantation of 
the embryo, expo-
sure during those 
points to higher 
levels of air pollu-
tion does seem to 
relate to a lower 
probability of get-
ting pregnant and 
also a higher risk 
of pregnancy loss,” 

says Nobles about findings 
from studies involving couples 
seeking infertility treatment. 
“But there are very few stud-
ies that have this fine detailed 
information on the timing of 
things like ovulation, the earli-
est possible detection of preg-
nancy and, potentially, a preg-
nancy loss. So, we will be able 
to look at these acute expo-
sures that are hard to detect.”

Nobles will estimate partic-
ipants’ exposure to ambient air 
pollution during biologically 
informed windows of the men-
strual cycle and early pregnan-
cy by looking at the EPA’s Com-
munity Multiscale Air Quality 
models where they live.

Nobles hypothesizes that 
air pollution exposure around 
ovulation and implantation 
will change reproductive hor-
mones and reduce fertility. 
Pollution exposure during crit-
ical windows in early pregnan-
cy is also expected to increase 
risk of pregnancy loss.

UMass Amherst 
Study impact of air 
pollution on women’s 
reproductive health

Carrie Nobles

EAST WINDSOR, Conn. – Sum-
mertime is the best time to visit 
the CTM, visit once or all summer 
long. CTM will hold activities for 
all ages. Let CTM help you make 
memories that will last a lifetime. 
Activities including- Trolley Rides: 
Take a trolley ride operated by pe-
riod dressed motormen on a trolley 
car dating back to the early 1900’s. 
Learn historic information about 
the collection and how the Muse-
um began. Trolley Experiences: Get 
up close and personal as you climb 
aboard selected trolleys from the 
Museum’s incredible collection in 
the Visitors Center. From street-
cars to Interurban cars this is your 
chance to take the controllers and 
let your imagination “operate.”   
Crafting Station: Make a Motor-
man Hat, create your own trolley 
fare ticket & more. Take your new 
creations home with you for future 
use. Scavenger Hunt/ISPY- Hunt 
through the Visitors Center to lo-
cate Trolley History answers for a 
chance to win a trolley fare token. 
Dress-up Station: Dress up as a Mo-
torman or Conductor. Great Pho-
to op. Scavenger Hunt- Navigate 
through the Visitors Center using 
a scavenger Hunt. Whoever com-
pletes the hunt wins a souvenir 
trolley fare token. LEGO Build- put 
your building skills to the test and 
create a design to coincide with 
the weekly transportation theme. 
Creations stay at the Museum to 
be broken down at the end of the 
day. Fire Truck Museum: View over 
15 Fire Trucks dating back to 1923.  
Learn more about the Fire Truck 
Museum’s collection along with 
historic Fire Fighting Equipment. 

(Admission to Fire Truck Museum 
is included in the Trolley Museum 
admission ticket).

Admission prices are $12 for 
Adults, $11 for Seniors (62+), $11 
for Youth (ages 12-17), Children 
(ages 2-11) $9, children under 2 
and Museum Members free. Please 
visit the website for Special Event 

prices. The Museum is open from 
10am-4:00pm (last trolley ride 
departs at 3pm), for more infor-
mation visit www.ct-trolley.org or 
call 860-627-6540. The Connecti-
cut Trolley Museum is located at 
58 North Road (Rt. 140) and is 15 
minutes north of Hartford and 15 
minutes south of Springfield.

Trolley museum announces summer 
activities

SUBMITTED PHOTO
There is lots happening at the nearby Connecticut Trolley Museum this summer.


