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AGAWAM - Early on July
17 at School Street Park, Toe
Jam Puppet Band performed.
This performance is included
in this year’s Agawam Sum-
merFest concert series.

The band is based in Mas-
sachusetts and is comprised
of Tom Poitras, Jack Poitras,
and Vinny Lovegrove. Tom
Poitras plays ukelele and
does vocals, Jack Poitras
plays washboard and does
vocals, and Vinny Lovegrove
led the performance through
vocals.

The band put on a fan-
tastic performance for Perry
Lane Summer Camp mem-
bers as well as community
members.

The program was free to
attend and open to children
of all ages and their families.

Upcoming concert days
for Agawam’s KidsFest in-
clude Airborne Comedians
on Wednesday July 29 and
Professor Paddy-Whack on
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Wednesday August 12, both
of these shows will be held at
School Street Park at 10 a.m.

et .

Melony and Callen at the Toe Jam Puppet Band show on July 17.
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Show for Agawam’s 2026 SummerFest.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA
Toe Jam Puppet Band, including Tom Poitras, Jack Poitras, Vinny Lovegrove at Friday’s KidsFest

Katie Deren and Brady Deren at the Toe Jam Puppet Band show.

Sultana
duo
performs

at library

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - On July
16, Agawam Public Li-
brary hosted their pro-
gram, “Popular Music and
Veterans - A Program
by Jon and Li Waterman,
performing as ‘Sultana’.
The program consisted
of songs performed by
the musical duo with a
corresponding slideshow
to provide the audience
with context for the lyrics,
and in between songs Jon
Waterman spoke about
some of the history and
inspiration behind each
song. This performance
was not just full of lovely
singing and guitar play-
ing, but also educational
facts about the treatment
of veterans throughout
American history. The
duos name, “Sultana;
comes from a steamboat
that carried over 2,000
union soldiers during the
Civil War. Unfortunately,
the steamboat was over-
loaded, and it resulted in
a disaster. As Jon shared
during the performance,
this piece of history is
rarely spoken about.

The performance
kicked off with a song
combining music history
with veteran history with
the story of Elvis Presley’s
time in the army. From

SULTANA 1 page ?

Council
agrees to
amendment
in fence
ordinance

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - Last week,
the Agawam City Council
voted to approve a change in
the fence ordinance, allowing
residence to build any fence a
half-foot higher than is cur-
rently allowed.

Council President Antho-
ny Russo brought the ord-
nance change forward.

In his proposal, he ref-
erenced the fact that fence
heights of up to four feet are
allowed on the setback por-
tion of any property with the
rest of the perimeter allowed
to be up to 6 1% feet.

Any higher fence, a resi-
dent must obtain a special
permit from the Zoning
Board of Appeals if they look-
ing to exceed the ordnance.

“The current town code
has inhibited the construc-
tion of residential privacy
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APD, community partners host Agawam nght Out this Frlday

N N

AGAWAM - Though it is
a little bit earlier than nor-
mal and on a different day
of the week, one of the larg-
est community events of the
summer is set to take place
on Friday, July 24.

The Agawam Police De-
partment and its commu-
nity public safety partners
will host Agawam Night Out
from 6 to 8 p.m. at School
Street Park.

Agawam has
hosted a Agawam
Night Out for
many years and
is one of more
than 16,000
communities
in the United
States to host
the event.

FILE PHOTOS

Above, members of the Agawam Police Department were excited
to welcome everyone to Agawam Night Out. Left, Agawam’s
Rosie Robotics brought some of their robots to Agawam Night

Out for people to interact.

Holyoke and Chicopee
are among the surrounding
communities that host the
event.

It has normally taken
place on the first Tuesday
in August, in line with the

tradition across the country,
but the event was moved to
a Friday in order to pave the
way for more resources to
the be available and poten-
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Touch-A-Truck

ACAA seeks artists for festival

AGAWAM - Agawam tent set up.

Community Artists and Ar-
tisans (ACAA) is inviting
artists and artisans to partic-
ipate in its Sixth Annual Pio-
neer Valley Art Festival.

The Art Festival will be
held on Friday, Aug. 21, and
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Pol-
ish American Club in Feeding
Hills. Show hours are from 2
to 8 p.m. on Friday, and from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.

The ACAA is encouraging
artists, artisans, and writ-
ers to submit their work for
review. Among the artistic
mediums included are water-
color, acrylic, oil, mixed me-
dia, sculpture, photography,
ceramic, stained glass, wood,
fashion, textile, and jewelry.

All work must be original
and handmade by the artist
or artisan, of professional
quality. Prints and giclees will
be accepted. No kits, food,
soap, candles, or Al-generat-

ed work will be accepted.
Tent space is available on
the paved parking lot for $50.
Students from any area
high school are accepted free
of charge, and must have a

The Pioneer Valley Art
Festival is highly promoted
through local TV stations;
Agawam Media Channel
15 and 1074HD; Agawam
Cultural Council website;
newspapers; town forums;
Mailchimp; the ACAA web-
site, www.agawamarts.com;
and the ACAA Facebook
page, that has over 850 fol-
lowers.

The week before the fes-
tival, there will be over 20
street signs placed around
Agawam.

Further information, in-
cluding registration forms,
can be obtained by contact-
ing Ceil Rossi at email: to-
carefree2@hotmail.com.

event to be

AGAWAM - The GFWC
Agawam Junior Women’s
Club is having their Touch-
A-Truck event on Saturday,
Aug. 1from9a.m.to 1 p.m.

Held at the Bethany As-
sembly of God parking lot,
we are asking attendees
to being a non-perishable
food donation for the Beth-
any Food Pantry.

There will be Agawam
emergency vehicles in at-
tendance as well as private
utility trucks and construc-
tion vehicles from local

held on Aug. 1

businesses. Children will
have the opportunity to sit
in the vehicles and talk to
our first responders and ve-
hicle operators.

The First Time Bus Rid-
ers Program will be held
that day, too. A bus will be
provided by LPVEC for chil-
dren to learn safe riding
techniques and get valu-
able information about bus
safety.

We will also have a few
kid-run booths with unique
items to sell.

HCC announces Dean’s List

HOLYOKE - Each semester
Holyoke Community College
recognizes superior scholar-
ship through the Dean’s List.
A student is placed on the
Dean’s List if their G.PA. is 3.2
or higher. The students listed
below have earned Dean’s List
honors for the Spring 2026 se-
mester.

Agawam:

David Oleg Abramchuk,
William Curt Barker III, Jac-
quelyn Bazelow, Jolene Cecile
Bertone-Gross, Kevin Robert
Bryden, Jack Tillman Canney,
Aidan Henry Cavanaugh, Iris
Colon-Beliveau, Ashley Anne
DeForge, Jessica Marilyn Fuda,
Emily Ryan Gonzalez, Egzona
Grainca, Iryna Ilechko, Ruslan
Kliuchnik, Cha Lor, Zacha-

ry Alexander Makol, Hayley
Maltz, Dylan Thomas Molloy,
Karisa Lynn Racette, Kenna
Marie Rainville, Anita Rotar,
Innessa Eduardovna Schnei-
der, Emily Thay Seng, John
Campbell Stone, Caleb White.
Feeding Hills:

Allison Dana Boucher, Au-
tumn Rose Braleski, Joshua
Daniel Carrier, Denise Cook,
Emma-Liegh Cook, Jose Fran-
cisco Dejesus, Daniel V. Gibbs,
Ayden Louis Goodell, Lucille
Teresa Hildreth, Mia Kay-
la-Michelle Johnson, Owen
Micheal Lavelle, Jaxon Kaleb
Luke, Adianeris Pacheco Ro-
lon, Noah Rivera, Payton Eliz-
abeth Roderick, Eman A. Sar-
han, Yusuf Sarhan, Branden
Matthew Wilbur.

AGAWAM - Girls in
grades 1-8 (26-27 school year)
will learn the fundamental
skills, techniques, and strat-
egies of Field Hockey while
practicing and playing in this
fun program. Girls will be
broken into four different di-
visions based on grade.

New Player “Try It” day
will be held on Thursday, June
18 at the AHS Stadium from
6 to 7 p.m. This is a great op-
portunity to try the sport and
meet the coaches before reg-
istering.

Registration begins in per-
son and online Wednesday,
June 10 through July 12.

Effective Monday, July 13
all registrations must be done

in person and fees will in-
crease by $25. No new player
registrations will be accepted
after July 20.

New players or players
purchasing a new uniform
will need to visit the Parks &
Recreation office to be sized.
To ensure we have enough
time to order uniforms all
players will need to be sized
by Monday, July 20.

To access online pay-
ments and registrations log
onto agawam.ma.us, then go
to the Parks and Recreation
Department page, then click
on the “Online Payments &
Registration” button, then
click on agree. This will send
you to the Unipay Gold site

Youth field hockey signups open

where you can select specific
program registrations under
transactions.

Coaches will contact
players at the beginning of
August. Girls will meet from
mid August through October.
Practices will be held in the
early evenings and games will
be played against neighbor-
ing communities.

Players need to supply
their own stick, shin guards
and mouth piece.

'The costs for the programs
are as follows: Grades 1 and 2:
Returning $100, New player
$125. Grade 3 and 4: Return-
ing $125, New player, $150.
Grades 5 to 8: Returning $150,
New player, $200.

Class of ‘67
needs help

organizing

reunion

AGAWAM - Agawam
High School Class of 1967
will be holding its 60th re-
union sometime in calen-
dar year 2027.

We are also seeking
our classmates that have
not been contacted re-
cently.

Please contact John
DeVecchi  with  your
name, address and phone
number(s) to agawam67@
aol.com.

Applications
open for
wreath bazaar

AGAWAM - Agawam
Congregational ~ Church
is now accepting applica-
tions for the Holly Wreath
Christmas Bazaar to be
held on Saturday, Nov. 21
at 9 am. to 2 p.m. If you
are interested in partici-
pating contact the church
office at 786-7111 from 9
a.m. to 12 noon for an ap-
plication. You may pick
one up at the church office
or request one be sent to
you by email. The church
email is office@agawam-

cong.com.

Historical Association to pay special tribute to Henry Knox at Thomas Smith House

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam Historical Association’s
yearlong commemoration of
the United States Semiquin-
centennial continues with a
special event paying tribute
to Henry Knox and his Noble
Train of Artillery at the histor-
ic Thomas Smith House, 251
North West Street, Feeding
Hills on Saturday, Aug. 1, from
12 to 4 p.m.

During the winter of 1775-
76, Knox’s “Noble Train of Ar-
tillery” passed through sever-
al nearby towns en route from
Fort Ticonderoga to Boston.
There, 59 pieces of captured
British ordnance, hauled 300
miles over frozen rivers and
snow-covered ~ mountains,

played a crucial
role in forcing the
British evacuation
of the city in the
spring of 1776. Cit-
izens along the en-
tire route remem-
bered for their
entire lives the ex-
perience of seeing
this collection of
artillery, hauled by
horses and oxen,
as it passed through their
communities.

Skilled costumed educa-
tors from Fort Ticonderoga,
friendly, well-trained oxen,
and reproduction cannon
bring to life the Noble Train
of Artillery. This educational

Henry Knox

program features
skilled oratory
and dramatic
demonstrations,
led by staff trained
at the origin of this
signature event in
our War for Inde-
pendence. Visitors
will be invited to
handle reproduc-
tion, inert cannon
ammunition, and
examine reproduction can-
non, to better understand
the power of these weapons.
Watch as oxen move sleds
bearing heavy cannon and
discuss the challenges faced
by Henry Knox and these
teamsters driving from Ticon-

deroga to Boston. This fasci-
nating living history event is
perfect for the whole family!

The c. 1757 Thomas Smith
House and 1920 Delmore
Hawthorne Garage will also
be open for tours that after-
noon. Also on display will
be items to be included in a
time capsule the association
will seal later this year, not to
be opened again for another
century. Visitors are encour-
aged to provide letters to
future Agawam residents de-
scribing 21st century life for
inclusion in the time capsule.
Brochures and business cards
from local businesses are also
wanted.

This event is free and open

to the public. This program is
supported in part by a grant
from the Agawam Cultural
Council, a local agency which
is supported by the Mass Cul-
tural Council, a state agency.
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Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped
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 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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PRICES IN_ RED
ARE AT OR BELOW
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS 87

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS 1o BAGs1 Ib

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..oovosnnnn O D
lIJwSIIJNAIINDSBﬁFﬁ){gER’S BAKERY
POWDER OR CINAMMON s 2., > 1 29

USDA INSP. CHICKEN OF THE SEA

SHRIMP SCAMP
BARLIC & BUTTER 1002, P 2 o2

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
$499
Ib

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS twin paK ...

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN......

$199
b
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS.........c 3239

SLICED IN OUR DELI
USDA INSP. s 99
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DONESTIC HAM
USDA INSP.
SIVISS CHEESE....oonn B2

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES 17
Ib

ITALIAN SAUSAGE $2

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THiGHS .~ $369

PATIOS - WALLS - WALKS - STAIRS

Over 30 Years Experience
Owner On Site ® Guaranteed Work

Specializing in Unique
Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWIandscapes@gmail.com - 413-821-9498

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN
cuT 3988 WHOLE

Ib

FREE OR HALF
USDA INSP.

FRESH BONELESS
EYE ROUND
WHOLE

5499
Ib
USDA INSP.

GROUND FRESH DAILY
80% LEAN

GROUND BEEF
28
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SALE DATES:
7/23-7/29/26
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TOL COURSE
WITH LIVE FIRE

COOKED SHRIMP
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ELL Y P IMIc) 90 Avocado St.

Springfield
HQURS.‘ Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com
We reserve the right

to limit quantities.

For License To Carry Permit
$140
Call For Class Dates/Details
413-537-0620 Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com
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BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS * SELECTION « SERVICE
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APL hosting virtual
program for 250th

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam Public Library will
host America’s 250th: The
Black Experience of the
Revolution on Monday,
July 20 at 7 p.m.

We are so pleased to
be continuing this 9 week
series to celebrate the
250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration
of Independence.

We're thrilled to wel-
come Gracia Collins Rich,
Independent Scholar, Au-
thor and Avid Reader to
our virtual stage. She will
be discussing the extraor-
dinary efforts of Black

Americans whose invalu-
able contributions during
the Revolutionary War
helped bring about U.S.
Independence.

Gracia discusses all
things history and all
things on the origins of
the United States even if
it is uncomfortable be-
cause she believes that
that is what leads to a
better understanding of
this Country and why
some things are the way
they are.

We hope you can join
us for this fascinating and
important conversation.

Senior Center announces upcoming activities

AGAWAM - Here are
some upcoming activities
happening at the Agawam
Senior Center. Some require
registration or confirmation.
Information in the details
below:

Hearing Checks with Gary
Thursday, July 16

The next New Ears hear-
ing care clinic will take place
on Thursday, July 16. Gary
Winn a licensed Hearing
Instrument Specialist, and
owner of New Ears Hear-
ing Care, will conduct a free
hearing clinic. He will check
ears for wax build-up, per-
form hearing screenings, and
counsel people about hear-
ing loss. Hearing aids will be
cleaned and adjusted if pos-

sible. Call 821-0604 to make
an appointment. Hearing
checks will take place in the
seminar hall.

BUNCO and Pizza
Tuesday, July 21

Have you ever played
BUNCO? Now is your chance.
Join Cindy and friends for a

Tuesday evening of Bun-
co and Pizza. We will have
teams of 2 or 4 per table. Be

prepared to have fun and
laugh. $5 donation for pizza
and snacks.

Jewelry Making with Sandy
Wednesday, July 29 at
1 p.m. in the Dining Room
We are excited to offer
Jewelry Making with Sandy.

Sandy will bring all the
materials you need and
you bring your creativity.
Cost for the class is
$3 per person plus the
cost of your supplies. Call
Kristina at 413.726.2836

Fitness Training
with Ethan
Tuesday, Aug. 4

Have you ever wanted to
have a personal fitness train-
er but were not able to af-
ford it? Wow you are in luck!
Ethan Sotolotto will start 40
minute 1:1 personal training
sessions. Cost to you is $30
per session. First session be-
gins Tuesday evening Aug. 4.
Call Kristina at 726-2836 with

questions or to register.

Glee Club
Music
Wednesday, Aug. 5 at 11 a.m.
Music with the Glee Club
of Work Opportunity Center

Movie
Wednesday, August 12 at
1 p.m. in Veterans Hall

Karaoke and
Cousins Lobster
Tuesday, Aug. 18 at 5:30 p.m.

Karaoke with Raven is
back. We had such a great
time last summer, Raven has
decided to come back for
another fun filled evening
of Karaoke. Cousins Maine
Lobster will be here for you
to purchase all your favorite
seafood delights.

Cooper’s Gifts, Apparel, Home seeks

school supplies, food donations

AGAWAM - For a limited
time, Cooper’s Gifts, Appar-
el, Home of Agawam, Mass.,
is accepting non-perishable
food and school supplies
donations for the Westover
Galaxy Community Council.

The  Westover  Gal-
axy Community Council
(WGCC) needs non-perish-
able food and educational
items for back-to-school
season, to help the families
of Westover. Items will be
collected at Cooper’s now
through July 31. Each item
donated earns donors one
raffle ticket to be used on
any of the prizes featured in
Cooper’s display of a dozen
United States-made items.

“We will swap you a raffle
entry for every item that you
donate!” said Kate Gourde,
owner of Cooper’s Gifts, Ap-
parel, Home. “Many of our
favorite vendors have been
very generous in supplying
some fantastic prizes, all
made right here in the USA,
said Gourde. “If customers
would like to purchase en-
tries for the raffle, tickets are
$1 each, or 6 tickets for $5. All

TOMATOES & PEACHES

FRESH FROM OUR FIELDS
Squash, Kale, Cabbage, Cukes,
Pickles, Beans & Peppers

SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE

donations and ticket sales go
directly to the charity”

“We are thrilled to offer
the WGCC prize, too, which
was kindly provided by their
organization” continued
Gourde. “It's two tickets to
the 2027 Great New England
Air Show with a VIP experi-
ence! Enjoy shaded seating
with premium views, which
is guaranteed to be an unfor-
gettable day, with up-close,
exclusive looks at remark-
able aircrafts.’

The WGCC is comprised
of veterans, local business-
people and other citizens
who want to support the
men, women and mission of
Westover Air Reserve Base
(WARB), a 501(c)(3) charita-
ble organization formed in
1989 and run 100% by volun-
teers.

“We have held this raffle
for years; our customers are
very supportive and like to
take care of our local heroes
and their families,” explained
Gourde. “Especially for peo-
ple west of the river, it's eas-
ier to bring donations here,
and we are open seven days

of the week;” said Gourde.

Items may be brought
to the shop anytime during
the month of July. Cooper’s
is located at 161 Main St.,
Agawam, Mass., and is open
daily 10am-5pm, Saturdays
10am-4pm and Sundays 12-
4pm.

“This WGCC is also our
July Round-Up charity, so it’s
the perfect time to spread
the word about their mission
and really help them out,” re-
affirmed Gourde.

Each month Gourde se-
lects a local charity to re-
ceive the profits of the store’s
Round-Up Program, through
which customers are invited
to round up their purchase
total to the nearest dollar
amount. Gourde will then
match 50% of the total col-
lected. The program has do-
nated more than $68,000 to
local organizations since its
inception in 2014. More in-
formation on the Round Up
program and how to nomi-
nate a charity may be found
on Cooper’s website www.
coopersgifts.com/round-
up/.

Place your.ad.
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257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57)

Southwick, MA « (413) 569-6417

Heritage in Bloom fundralser

tickets
available

WESTFIELD - Stanley Park
invites the community to join
us for Heritage in Bloom: Stan-
ley Park’s Annual Fundraiser,
taking place on Saturday, Sept
12 at 5 p.m. in the scenic Beve-
ridge Pavilion.

This signature evening cel-
ebrates the history, natural
beauty, and enduring legacy of
Stanley Park while supporting
the ongoing care and preserva-
tion of one of the region’s most
treasured public spaces.

Guests will enjoy a mem-
orable evening surrounded
by the park’s gardens, begin-
ning with light hors d'oeuvres
during cocktail hour and a
guided garden tour highlight-
ing the beauty, history, and
stewardship of the landscape.
The evening continues with
dinner stations and dessert
catered by The Bubble Mug at
the Pottery Cellar, along with a

cash bar available throughout
the event.

Festivities will also include
expanded online and in-per-
son raffles, a dynamic online
auction, and the interactive
Stanley Park Heritage Chal-
lenge, a team-based competi-
tion celebrating the park’s his-
tory, landmarks, wildlife, and
memorable moments from
more than 75 years of commu-
nity impact.

Stanley Park is also hon-
ored to welcome Ward Cas-
well, great-grandson of found-
er Frank Stanley Beveridge, as
guest speaker. He will share

reflections on the park’s found-
ing vision and the shared re-
sponsibility of preserving this
special community resource
for future generations.

“Heritage in Bloom™ cele-
brates the generations of do-
nors, volunteers, staff, and vis-
itors who have helped Stanley
Park flourish. The event under-
scores a simple message: heri-
tage is what we inherit, and
legacy is what we leave behind.

Tickets are now avail-
able for purchase online at:
https://spwi.betterworld.org/
events/annual-fundraiser-her-
itage-bloom.

Registration, volunteer signups open
for 14th Annual Run Stanley 5K

WESTFIELD - Stanley
Park is excited to announce
that registration is now open
for the 14th Annual Run
Stanley 5K, taking place on
Sunday, October 4, 2026. Par-
ticipants and volunteers can
sign up online at https://run-
signup.com/Race/MA/West-
field/RunStanley.

Run Stanley is a beloved
community tradition that
brings together runners,
walkers, families, students,
and their four-legged com-
panions for a morning of
fitness, fun, and support for
Stanley Park. The event wel-
comes participants of all ages
and abilities through a variety
of race divisions, including

the 5K Trail Run/Walk, K9
Division, 1-Mile Stroll & Roll,
and the 3-Mile Munchkin
Run for elementary school
students.

Elementary schools are
also encouraged to partici-
pate in the School Spirit Chal-
lenge. The elementary school
with the most registered par-
ticipants will take home the
coveted Run Stanley School
Spirit Trophy.

In addition to participants,
Stanley Park is seeking volun-
teers to help make the event
a success. Volunteers are
needed for a variety of roles,
including registration, course
marshaling, water stations,
finish line support, and event

setup and cleanup. Commu-
nity members, service groups,
students, and local organiza-
tions are encouraged to get
involved.

As a private nonprofit or-
ganization, Stanley Park relies
on the support of events like
Run Stanley to help maintain
its nearly 300 acres of gardens,
trails, wildlife sanctuary, and
recreational spaces, which are
enjoyed by more than 400,000
visitors annually. The park
remains free and open to the
public year-round.

To register for the race
or sign up to volunteer, vis-
it:  https://runsignup.com/
Race/MA/Westfield/Run-
Stanley.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Tt ¢ Celebration Tame!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor

Event Rental Needs

Tent and Table Rentals

197 Main Street

Unit Rear
JAGENTET

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297

&

WAST E) &

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 ¢ Fax 413-789-3738
WWwWW.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”’

Anthony C. Bonavita,
Esquire

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT INJURIES

1380 Main Street

Springfield, MA 01103
413-537-4168

(Se Habla Espaniol,
preguntar por Marisol)
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

Suite 201
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Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

YIRS

Can my spouse file at 63
and then get half of mine
when [ later claim?

Dear Rusty:

My spouse is 63 and I
am 65.

I am planning to take
my Social Security bene-
fits at age 70. Can my low-
er earning spouse take his
own benefits now, and then
-when I take my full bene-
fits at age 70, can he then
file for 50% of mine instead
of the lower benefit he is
getting because he claimed
at age 63?

Signed:

Higher Earning Spouse

Dear
Higher Earning Spouse:

Yes, your lower-earning
spouse can take his benefits
based on his personal life-
time earnings record at any
time (i.e., age 63) and, when
you later claim your own
SS at 70, your spouse will
be evaluated to determine
whether he is eligible for a
“spousal boost” based on
your Social Security record.

But to be sure you are
clear, if you claim at age
70, your spouse will not get
50% of your age 70 benefit
amount.

Spousal benefits are al-
ways determined by com-
paring each partners’ Full
Retirement Age entitle-
ment and, if your spouse’s
FRA entitlement is less than
half of your FRA entitle-
ment, your spouse will get
a “spousal boost” to bring
his monthly SS retirement
payment up to what he is
entitled to as your spouse.

The amount of the
“spousal boost” would be
the difference between his
FRA entitlement and 50%
of your FRA entitlement,
which would be added to
his own (age 63) SS retire-
ment amount.

And that means that his
total benefit amount would
be less than half of your age
70 amount (less also than
50% of your FRA amount,
because he claimed at age
63).

One caution for your
spouse to be aware of: if he
is still working and claims
at age 63, he will be subject
to Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test, which lim-
its how much he can earn
before SS takes away some
benefits.

The earnings limit for
2026 is $24,480 (changes
annually) and if that is ex-
ceeded, SS will take back $1
of benefits for every $2 he
is over the limit. FYI, Social
Security will “take back” by
withholding future benefit
payments, so he will not
get his benefits for some
months if he exceeds the
annual earnings limit.

And if the annual earn-
ings limit is significantly ex-
ceeded, your spouse could
even be temporarily ineli-

gible to receive SS benefits
(until he either earns less or
reaches his full retirement
age, the earnings limit goes
away when FRA is reached.

The only way your
spouse can avoid both a
reduced personal benefit
and the annual earnings
test limitation is to wait
until his own Full Retire-
ment Age to claim Social
Security.

However, if he’s not
working full time and needs
the Social Security money
sooner, then claiming at age
63 may be a good choice. In
any case, he won't get half
of your age 70 amount.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundations
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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Washing the e/ephjnt in the garaen

he name Paul
Rogers may
ring a bell

with some of
my  readers.
Paul was a dear
friend of mine,

a mentor and
acclaimed hor-
ticulturist who
had amazing
influence at Old
Sturbridge Village,
especially early on in my ten-
ure.

He operated Stonehedge
Gardens with his wife Barb
in Charlton and for many
decades wrote a regular col-
umn for the Worcester Tele-
gram and Gazette. Paul also
had a radio show, a weekly
gardening Q&A on WTAG.

It was with his coaxing
that I applied for and got this
gig as the Garden Lady for
Turley Publications over 20
years ago. He was very well
known throughout Central
Massachusetts, the Boston
area and beyond.

Once I was in Bath, Maine,
and to my disbelief someone
mentioned that they knew
Paul Rogers when I was shop-
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ping in
a kitchen store of all places.
But alas, I digress.

Paul and I would meet ev-
ery other week at the Village
unless he was traveling on
some horticultural odyssey.
Many times he and I would
chat before we took our
walks around campus to as-
sess my beds.

I learned all about his
trips in great detail and he
got to know me pretty well,
too. He always knew when I
was “down in the dumps”

During those periods,
Paul would say, “you've got to
wash the elephant”

At first this made little
sense to me, but after a bit I
understood. When you are
not feeling like yourself, you

have to tackle a project, a big,

elephant-like project,
and afterwards you
will feel better.

Of course,
his projects
were, and
mine  are,
typically gar-

den related.
So this weekend
I tackled the iris and
rose bed. Or shall I say
the iris, rose and violet
bed?

The violets were un-wel-
comed guests in the garden,
as were the borers, but we
will get to that in a minute.

You see, I inherited this
beautiful patch of blue-pur-
ple bearded irises when we
moved to this house. For
years it bloomed effortlessly.
I divided it once a few years
back and it was nice for
awhile.

But this year blooms were
sparse and rose suckers be-
gan to show up everywhere
within the garden. Violet foli-
age crowded out the vertical
spear-shaped iris leaves.
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By Julie Midura
Guest Columnist

eventeen days into our
SSZO—miIe walk on the

A.T. from North Caroli-
na to Virginia, the sky broke
open with unyielding rain,
drumming the leaves over-
head and turning the trail
into a torrent of rushing
water. The squish, squish,
squish of water-filled shoes
became a constant melody
for the next eight days as
rain drifted through the for-
est... sometimes in sheets

and sometimes in hushed
murmurs.

Wet foliage accosted us
at every turn, the branch-
es leaning heavily onto the
trail from the weight of SO
MUCH unrelenting rain.

Every step became me-
thodical. Our eyes looked
down rather than ahead,
focusing on the individual
brushstrokes rather than the
entire painting. Only then
were we able to see the tiny
little details we likely would
not have noticed under sun-
ny skies.

As we continued to walk
through ever-present WET,
our attention narrowed. We
focused our eyes on a much
smaller world-the one di-
rectly below our feet.

I crouched down to see
a turtle shyly peeking its
head out of its bright yellow
lacquered shell. I squatted
with my elbows on my knees
in the middle of the path to
watch a snail moving with
ceremonial slowness as it
crossed the trail on a rotting
log, leaving a trail of silver
in its wake. I stooped low to
get a closer look at a vivid or-
ange salamander with black
speckles dusting its back and
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Twenty-four days of mountains, miles & memories on Appalachian Trail
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that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample. No endorsement
letters will be printed in the last edition before the
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must
be received by noon Monday to be considered for

fundraisers.

plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the
Agawam Advertiser News.

Nobody dreams
of having
multiple sclerosis

Some dreams are universal:
hitting a ball over the Green
Monster; winning the World
Series with a grand slam in
the bottom of the ninth inning.
Finding out you have have MS
is not one of them.

Multiple sclerosis is a
devastating disease of the
central nervous system
where the body's immune
system attacks the insulation
surrounding the nerves. It
strikes adults in the prime of
life - and changes lives forever.

To help make the dream
of ending MS come true,
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

-5

National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society
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again and playing Simon

Says. “Simon says, ‘Stand
on one leg’ Now, stand on
the other one” Oops, youTre
‘out.” because there wasn't a
“Simon says.” But you can be
“in” better health if you can
train yourself to stand on
one leg for a few seconds or
as long as a minute.

A recent article posted by
the BBC detailed the positive
health effects of being able to

Imagine youre 6 years old

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

VOur
health

balance on one leg. It can im-
prove and maintain balance,
mobility and even memory.
The thing is, our ability to do
it peaks at around age 10 and
then slowly declines with
age.

“If you find that it’s not
easy, it’s time to start training
your balance,” Tracy Espir-
itu McKay of the American
Academy of Physical Medi-
cine and Rehabilitation, told
the BBC.

Let’s play!

Quite a lot of research has
backed this up. For example,
it's been found that for older
adults, including those with
dementia, regular single-leg
training significantly reduc-
es the risk of falls and helps
maintain muscle strength,
balance and the ability to
perform those all-import-
ant activities of daily living
(ADLs). These are the things
that, if you can do them on
your own, keep you out of
assisted living and nursing
homes.

Balancing on one leg also
significantly increases mus-
cle activity in the legs and
ankles compared to standing
on both feet. This includes
the hamstrings, which is
beneficial for stabilizing our
knees.

It seems counterintui-
tive, but standing on one leg
even challenges the brain,

Simon says, “Stand on one leg”

improving its alertness and
motor control, improving
posture and maintaining
stability.

In addition, when per-
formed with specific instruc-
tions (such as focusing on an
external object), the exercise
significantly activates core
muscles, including the ab-
dominals and back muscles,
which is vital for prevent-
ing and rehabilitating lower
back injuries. It's also a key
tool for recovering from an-
kle and knee injuries.

It's even good for your
heart and overall cardiovas-
cular fitness. Balancing on
one leg is more physically
demanding than standing
on two, increasing oxygen
demand and metabolic rate.

Doctors can use the abili-
ty - or inability - to stand on
one leg as areliable indicator
of future fall risks and cogni-

tive decline. “In Alzheimer’s
patients, researchers are ac-
tually finding that if they're
unable to stand on one leg
for five seconds, it usually
predicts a faster cognitive
decline;” Espiritu McKay told
the BBC.

So let’s get going — I mean
standing. And we need to
start slowly and safely.

If you can't hold a one-leg
stance for more than a sec-
ond or two, hold on to the
back of a chair. Stand upright
with a slight bend in your
knees and lift one foot off
the ground. Lift your hands
off the chair briefly, then re-
peat on the other side. Keep
practicing several times a
week until you can maintain
a one-leg stance for 10 sec-
onds without holding on and
without too much wobble.

Then you can move on to
other variations. Wear differ-

entkinds of shoes, have socks
on or go barefoot. Stand on
different types of surfaces:
carpet, wood, tile, sidewalks.
Focus on an object in front of
you, like a clock so you can
time yourself. One minute is
longer than you think.

Or try it with your eyes
closed, which is especially
challenging!

The nice thing about this
exercise is that you can build
it into your everyday rou-
tines, such as waiting for the
coffee to perk or brushing
your teeth before you go to
bed.

What else can you do to
improve your ability to stand
on one leg?

« Lift your knees as high
as you can, one after the oth-
er, balancing for a few sec-
onds between lifts. Incorpo-
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golden eyes staring straight
into mine. I observed tiny
creatures of our earth-who
remain under cover on hot
sunny days-come to life on
the surface of the raindrops.

For eight days in a row, we
awoke in a tent and pulled
on soaking wet socks and
shoes. We gripped trekking
poles with fingers that turned
white and puckered by days
end. But we also witnessed
magical forest spirits and tiny
details we would never have
noticed on a clear day.

It rained overnight and
was still spitting when we
packed up our wet tent on
our final day on trail. Before
we started walking, we end-
ed our morning prayer with,
“And if it be your will, Lord,
please let us end this hike un-
der sunny skies”

Several hours later, we
reached the end of our jour-
ney at the Virginia border,
completing our 320-mile
walk from Fontana Dam,
NC to Damascus, VA! We
congratulated each other,
snapped a few pictures, then
continued hiking the final
few miles toward the town of
Damascus, where our friends
were meeting us to shuttle us
back to our car.

As we walked, the clouds
finally began to loosen their
grip on the sky. Minutes lat-
er, golden beams of sunlight
spilled between the branch-
es, as if an unseen hand was
parting a curtain. The en-
tire forest came alive with a
radiance that could not be
explained by mere sunlight
alone.

I stopped walking, and
with my pack on my shoul-
ders, I tilted my face upward
as the sun poured rivers of
gold through the canopy
above me. And suddenly,
I was filled with an over-
whelming revelation-so pow-
erful that I began to weep un-
controllably.

I wept not because the

I from page 4

rain finally stopped. Not be-
cause the hike had been so
hard. Not because we com-
pleted our goal. I cried, be-
cause in that sudden moment
of awakening, I could feel
God’s presence to the depths
of my very soul. And I realized
we had never walked a single
mile alone.

God had carried us
through everystorm. Through
every drop of rain. Every ex-
hausting climb. Every wind-
swept ridge. Every stretch of
muddy trail. Through every
ache and every pain.

He had not been waiting
for us at the end. Had not
been watching us from a
distance. He had been walk-
ing right alongside us, filling
us with His glory with every
step, and carrying us when
we could no longer carry our-
selves.

My fatigue had concealed
it. The rain and clouds had
obscured it. My own deter-
mination had camouflaged
it. But here, in a moment of
complete clarity, with the
sunlight warming my face,
drops of water dripping from
the leaves above me, and over
three hundred miles behind
me, I could see it clearly.

God had been with us in
every step.

In the strength when ours
failed. In the shelter that ap-
peared when we needed it
most. In the strangers who
offered kindness. In the mo-
ments when we thought we
had nothing left, yet some-
how continued forward.

I stood among the trees,
while beams of golden
light streamed through the
branches above me in silent
testimony. Stripped of my ar-
mor, I wept on my husband’s
shoulder while he held me in
his arms. And finally, every
raindrop, every ache, every
hard climb, every trial, and
every mile... made sense.

We completed our goal,
not because it was easy, but
because we kept putting one
foot in front of the other for

24 days.

We embraced a path that
humbled us. Carried us. Chal-
lenged us. Stripped us down
and built us up-physically,
mentally and emotionally.
Taught us resilience. Showed
us that we can sit in discom-
fort without becoming a ca-
sualty of it.

We tasted freedom. We

inhaled silence. We knew
peace.
The miles may be finished,

but we will carry what they
gave us as we step out of this
wilderness and re-enter the
world we left behind.

Onward!

Read more about Julie and
Tom's wilderness adventures
on Instagram @morethanthe-
mountain.

GARDEN

How was I to tame this
mess and do it in the most
efficient way possible? My ap-
proach may seem unconven-
tional, but if I didn't do it this
way I might still be outside
squatting in that very garden.

I took out the lawn mow-
er and adjusted the height to
the tallest I could, six inches.
Then I mowed down the gar-
den.

After that I got into the
bed with a hand trowel and
one scoop at a time, dug up
the bed. It was easier than I
thought, because the irises
were in worse shape than I
thought. They came up so
easily because they were
weakened by a bad iris borer
infestation.

I had never seen anything
like it. As I unearthed the rhi-
zomes I smelled the rot be-
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fore I found my first borer. To
say it was gross was an under-
statement.

Each rhizome was lift-
ed, inspected and cut back
to healthy tissue. Two inch
long borers were collected
in a yogurt container for the
chickens. They ranged in col-
or from light pink to deep ma-
hogany.

To think that I've been gar-
dening for so long and had
never seen one before! The
violet rhizomes were also dug
up and discarded, as were the
unwanted rose runners and
suckers.

Thinning out the apothe-
cary rose will certainly help
to dissuade powdery mildew
from taking hold next year.
This year it's pretty bad.

Meanwhile, the irises were
moved to a holding bed, also
known as the vegetable gar-
den, while I solarize the area

they came from to kill off any
violet seeds. I hope. They are
notorious at self seeding.

I realize I took this project
on a bit later in the season
than I should have; my irises
may not bloom next year, but
it was then or never.

So now you have my
“washing the elephant” story.
And you know a little more
about an amazing man who
I miss so much and think of
often, especially when I am in
the garden.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School
of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. For 34
years she has held the position
of staff horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as flowers.
Have a question for her? Email
it to pouimette@turley.com
with “Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

14. Actor Idris

15. A citizen of Iran

16. Pretentiously artistic

17. Harness

18. Diamond weight
measurement

19. “Better Call __"

20. Fervent support

22. Male cat

23. Jewish spiritual leader

24, Disposed to venture or
take risks

27. A way to nail

30. Cool!

31. Women’s __ movement

32. “Losing My Religion”
rockers

35. Step-shaped recess

37. Aprincess can detect it

38. Tractor-trailer

39. Leslie and Leon are two

42. Dodgers great Hershiser

43, Floor covering

44, Traveled aimlessly

45, Rocker Stewart

46. Body art

47. Congressman (abbr.)

48. No seats available

49, Breaks apart

52. Hand gesture

55. Ballplayers tool

56. Sword

60. Baseball team

61. Upper bract of floret of
grass

63. Italian Seaport

64. Mars crater

65. Tube on a shoelace

66. U. of Miami mascot

67. South American nation

68. Video game series “Max

GLUES ACROSS 40. Color at the end of the 69. Upper body part

1. Listen to spectrum

5. Presents 41, Lines where fabrics are CLUES DOWN

10. A type of quitar sewn 1. German courtesy title

2. Ancient Greek

5. Photo
6. Delivered a speech

8. Decorated
9. Cease to stand
10. The bottom layer

11. Member of a Semitic

people
12. Part of a ticket

13. Defunct monetary unit

21. Challenges

23. Body part

25. Tellon

26. By way of

27. Shady green alcove
28. Egyptian city

29. __ and flowed

personification of mercy
3. Jewish calendar month
4. Family of long-legged frogs

7. Lute used in Indian music

32. Widens a hole

33. Eurasian wheat

34. Act incorrectly

36. “Be back later”

37. Al Bundy’s wife

38. Ocean

40. Large root eaten as a
vegetable

41, Units of subjective
loudness

43. Music genre

44, A way to drench

46. Popular hot beverage

47. Silk-like cotton fabric

49, Rumanian city

50. Come back

51. Vaccine developer

52. Canadian law enforcers

53. Wings

54. Observational comedian Bill

57. Small fry

58. __ Clapton, musician

59. Take a chance

61. Semi-liquid food for babies

62. Consumed food
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Obituary
Steven Richard Reed

1966-2026

Steven Richard
Reed, age 59, passed
away from compli-
cations of kidney
cancer on July 15,
2026; at DBaystate
Medical Center in

known as Car-
dinal Health in
Chicopee.
Steven moved
to Westfield in
1999 to be close
to his beloved
wife of 25 years,
LaRue “Lori”
(Foard) Reed ;

Springfield. Steven
was born in Springfield, on
August 10, 1966 to Elaine
(Parent) (Reed) Bowler and
Clyde Reed both of Aga-
wam. He attended Agawam
Schools and Whitingham
Schools; graduating in 1984.
By trade, Steven was a
machinist working in several
machine shops in the local
area. He worked for 14 years
at Tyco Health Care now

Besides  his
wife he leaves his mother
Elaine Bowler; a brother
Scott Reed and his wife Ai-
mee. He also leaves his neph-
ews, Keegan Reed, Hayden
Reed; and niece Kylie Reed;
his mother-in-law, Judith
Foard-Giucastro; brother-in-
law Larry Foard his husband
Eric Bowman and his two
much beloved and spoiled

pooches Oreo and Mocha. He
was predeceased by his step-
father, Paul Bowler; and fa-
ther-in -law Lawrence Foard.

He will be missed deep-
ly by his wife, family and
friends for his heart of gold
and grumpy but great since
of humor.

As per Steve’s wishes there
will be no services. South-
wick Forastiere Funeral &
Cremation, 624 College High-
way, Southwick. www.foras-
tiere.com.

DEATH NOTICE

Steven Richard Reed
Died July 15, 2026

HEALTH

rating hand weights makes
it more challenging - as
well as helping you work on
your upper body.

« Sit and stand without
using your arms for 30 or so
seconds. A dining chair or
other straight-backed chair
is good for this exercise.
(Also works the upper legs
and glutes.)

Older adults who work
on maintaining strength,
balance and mobility have
a better chance of remain-
ing independent, being
able to drive and aging in
place. In addition, research
is finding that older brains
that are able to keep gener-
ating neurons are less sub-
ject to cognitive decline.

Do your body and brain
a favor by playing a little

I from page 5

“Simon Says” every day.
Teri

(Dreher)  Fryken-

berg, R.N,, a registered nurse

and board-certified patient
advocate, is the founder of

www.NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com, which trains
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the au-
thor of “How to Be a Health-

care Advocate for Yourself
& Your Loved Ones” and
her new book, “Advocating
Well: Strategies for Finding
Strength and Understanding
in Health Care,” available at
Amazon.com. Contact her
at Teri@NurseAdvocateEn-
trepreneur.com to set up a
free phone consultation.
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Director of Public Health offers tips on how to stay safe from ticks and mosquitos

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

As the weather gets warm-
er there is an increase in the
number of ticks and mosqui-
tos as people go about sum-
mer activities.

It is important for peo-
ple to be aware of protection
against these insects to pre-
vent illnesses, including West
Nile Virus, Lyme disease and
Alpha-gal Syndrome.

The Director of Public
Health in Wilbraham Ryan
Paxton recommends that
people check themselves,
children and pets for ticks af-
ter going outdoors.

The key places to check
are: inside and behind ears,

along the hairline, the back

of the neck, the armpits, the
groin, the legs, and between
the toes.

To remove a tick utilize
fine point tweezers and grab
the tick as close to the skin as
possible. Try to pull straight
out, as moving at an angle
can leave parts of the tick be-
hind.

Additionally, as is on the
website for the Massachu-
setts Department of Public
Health, people should avoid
applying kerosene, petro-
leum jelly, nail polish or a hot
match tip to remove a tick, as

those methods aren't effec-

tive and can result in injury.
The Department of

Public Health also

recommends not-

ing when the tick

was removed and

where on the

body it was

removed

from. This

informa-

tion  will

be  helpful

if a person or pet needsto

go to a doctor for treatment.
A person should go to the

doctor if they develop a rash

where they were bitten or ex-

perience the common symp-

el
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toms of tick-borne diseases
(including fever, headache,
fatigue or sore mus-
cles).

Someone
should also go
to the doctor
they have
stomach or in-
testinal problems
(including nausea,
vomiting or diarrhea)
or symptoms of an allergic
reaction within a few hours of

eating meat or dairy.

It is also important to be
aware of mosquito bites. The
West Nile Virus is the most
common mosquito-born ill-
ness in the United States.

However, this illness has
not been reported in humans
in Massachusetts this year.

To prevent tick and mos-
quito bites a person can wear
a light-colored long-sleeved
shirt with long pants and
tuck their pants into their
socks. This helps to prevent a
tick or mosquito from getting
onto a person’s skin and can
help a person to spot a tick on
their clothing.

Avoiding outdoor activi-
ties between dusk and dawn
during peak mosquito season
also greatly lowers the risk of
mosquito bites.

The Department of Pub-
lic Health also recommends

removing standing water in
yars, as that is where mosqui-
tos breed.

This can include water
in garbage cans, flowerpots,
bird baths.

Property owners can also
utilize mosquito prevention
services, including spraying
private property with insect
repellant to help reduce the
amount of insects.

Additionally, people
should use bug repellents
that contain DEET on their
skin. There should be no
more than 30-35% DEET in
repellents for adults and no
more than 10-15% DEET in
repellents for children.

NIGHT OUT 1 from page 1

tially get larger attendance.

Agawam’s event has al-
ways been large and like
many of the Agawam Night
Out events, features police,
fire and EMS, and often fea-
tures demonstrations and
their cruisers, fire trucks,
and ambulances on dis-
play.

Agawam has also often
displayed its DPW and oth-
er town vehicles for display,
and has added multiple
food and other business
vendors along with many
activities for children.

The Summerfest sum-
mer concert series has

Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P1302EA
Estate of:
Mary Shannon Kiefer
Also Known As:
Mary J. Kiefer
Date of Death: 04/18/2026
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Marjorie H.
Savoie of Agawam, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Marjorie H. Savoie of Aga-
wam, MA has been informally
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-

usually held a concert on
the same night in the band
shell, but with the event
moving to a Friday evening,
there will be a movie in the
park following the conclu-
sion of Agawam Night Out.
The free movie is sched-
uled to be “Hoppers” and
popcorn will be provided
to those who attend.
Families and the entire
communities are encour-
aged to come out, meet
the police, fire, and oth-
er public safety officials
that serve the community.
The event is for everyone,
though there will be many
activities geared toward

children.

COUNCIL

fence in the town where such
fences may not pose any safe-
ty hazard or create a private
nuisance,” Russo said in his
resolution.

The state building code
allows fence heights of up to
seven feet without needing to
obtain a special permit.

The council approved the
first meeting at their July
13 meeting after having no
major objections to the pro-
posed change. The council
also held a public hearing
which yield no major barri-
ers.

The zone change did re-
ceive the okay from the

I from page 5

Planning Board, which held
a public hearing last month.
The Legislative Sub-Com-
mittee also did not find any
issues with allowing higher
fences in the community, are
being proposed to allow res-
idence to have more privacy
within their properties if they
choose.

According to the ordi-
nance, any fence or fall that
exceeds the height require-
ment without a special per-
mit can be deconstructed
and removed by the town.

While the bottom line is
that fence heights will be al-
lowed up to seven feet, the
language reads that walls
and fences can be between

“The current town code has inhibited the construction
of residential privacy fence in the town where
such fences may not pose any safety hazard
or create a private nuisance.”

- Agawam City Council President Anthony Russo

four feet and six-and-half
feet, but any fence higher
than seven feet shall require
the special permit.

The ZBA will still be the
authority that handles any
special permits a resident
seeks for building a fence
that is higher than the al-
lowed heights.

The first reading approved
by the council included at
least eight votes, a super

majority required in order to
pass any type of ordinance or
zoning change.

Now, the final approval is
set for the city council’s Au-
gust meeting. Two readings,
or votes, are required in or-
der to fully pass an ordinance
change. The council will sim-
ply re-vote on Aug. 3 at their
next meeting to finalize the
passage of the ordinance
change.

tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal

procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained

from the Petitioner.
07/23/2026

Sale of Motor Vehicle

Notice is hereby given by Lan-
gonet Towing pursuant to the
provisions of G.L. c.255, Sec-
tion 39A, that on July 24, 2026
at 63 Ramah Cir S, Agawam the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy the
garagekeeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, and ex-
penses of notices and sale of said
vehicle.
2005 Buick Lesabre
VIN: 1G4HP52K25U276668
Alfred Dimauro
4 Colony Drive
Hampden, MA 01036
07/09, 07/16, 07/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P1409EA

Estate of:

MARCIA TANGREDI
Also Known As:
MARCIA C. TANGREDI
Date of Death:

MAY 20, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner DINO M.
TANGREDI of Watertown,
MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

DINO M. TANGREDI of
Watertown, MA has been infor-
mally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory

and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

07/23/2026

Sale of Motor Vehicles
PUBLIC NOTICE
Under G.L. C. 255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by
USA Towing, 71 Garden St.,
Feeding Hills, MA, 01030, sale

of a motor vehicle(s) pursuant to
the provisions of M.G.L. C. 255,
Section 39A, that on August 31,
2026 at 8:00 a.m., at USA Tow-
ing, said motor vehicle(s) will be
sold at a private sale to satisfy the
garage keeper’s lien for towing,
storage and costs of sale .

2017 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4AL3AP1IHC266698
Plate: 453-BCB-LA

Last Known Reg. Owner:
Marc Merriman,

5337 Clearpoint Dr.

Slidell, LA 70460

2006 Jeep Cherokee
VIN: JHS58N96C312313
No Plates with vehicle
Last Known Reg. Owner:
Anthony Flores

35 Lonbhill St.
Springfield, MA 01108
07/23, 07/30, 08/06/2026

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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Victoria Papova
traps the ball.

SOCCER

Girls
enter ___|
final
week of
summer
season

AGAWAM - Earlier this
week, Agawam girls summer
soccer was scheduled to enter
the final week of the PVSSL
summer season. The Brownies
are 2-6-1 after action ended last
week with games for the regular

BASEBALL

PeoplesBank defeats
Teddy Bear Pools

WILBRAHAM - Last

Thursday night at Spec Pond
in Wilbraham, Jake Jachym
pitched PeoplesBank to a 7-5
win over Teddy Bear Pools.
The Bankers got a save
from Johnny Gegetskas to

e e e

season wrapping up this week. Kaelynn  Paquette  eyes

The playoffs, which Agawam is téammates up the field.

currently not in contention for, 1y ey pHoTOS BY P

are set to begin next week. DAVID HENRY pa Yo

[ Jacebook.com/turleysports

during

Grace Curto
sends a ball
up the field

recent action.

BASEBALL

St. Joe’s
suffers
late loss

By Tim Peterson

for the right side.

Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE - In what
might've been a preview of
a TriCountry League playoff
matchup, Teddy Bear Pools
and Spas broke open the fi-
nal meeting of the regular
season against St. Joseph's by
scoring nine runs across the
fifth and sixth innings, roll-
ing to an 11-1 victory at St.
Joe€’s Field in Thorndike, last
Friday night.

“We split with St. Joe’s
during the regular season,
and we'll probably be seeing
them again in the playoffs;’
said Teddy Bear Pools play-
er/manager Ryan Magni.
“The first three innings of
tonight’s game was almost
like a playoff game. Then we
were able to break it open

ST.JOE’'S I page 8

SOCCER
secure the win. The Bankers
lead the Tri-County League
with a 15-3-1 record and 31
points.

Theregular season is about
to wrap up with the playoffs
beginning shortly after.

Robert Ninotti fires a throw
across the diamond.

Jake Jachym sends a pitch home.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Darien Rosado is safe as he slides home.

Mason Barcomb pitches for Teddy Bear Pools.

Mutiny
finishes up
first dual
league
season

LUDLOW -
month, the New England
Mutiny, which features soc-
cer players from all over the
region as well as some play-
ers from out of state, fin-
ished up their season, un-
fortunately failing to reach
any postseason play de-
spite playing in two leagues
this season. The Mutiny
participated in both the
USL as well as the UWS,
nearly doubling its number
of games this season. The
Mutiny hope to have
~ better luck next sea-
~ son with the added
schedule.

Earlier this

Sadie Mathis
winds up for a
long shot.

Trinity Clark dribbles toward the goal.

Oq‘

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Laci Lewis fights to keep possession.
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Valley Blue Sox fails to complete doubleheader sweep

BRISTOL, CT - The Valley
Blue Sox couldn’t complete a
doubleheader sweep Friday
night, surrendering a four-
run lead in a 5-4 walk-off loss
to the Bristol Blues in the
second game at Muzzy Field.

After opening the evening
with a 7-1 victory, marking
the Blue Sox’s first win over
Bristol this season, Valley
(13-18-1) looked to carry that
momentum into a sweep. But
the Blues (16-18) had oth-
er plans, erasing a four-run
deficit with five unanswered
runs over the final three in-
nings to split the seven-in-
ning doubleheader.

“I thought we were playing

really well,” head coach John
Raiola said. “I thought those
were some of the best swings
that we took in a game all
year. They beat us at the end,
and that’s how it goes”
Bristol completed its
come-from-behind  victory
in the bottom of the seventh,
giving it the walkoff win.
Christopher DiPrima
(Yale) opened the inning
with a single before Nicholas
Francuzenko reached to put
two runners aboard. With
one out, Cal Chance (UMa-
ss Lowell) lined a single into
right field, allowing DiPrima
to score the winning run and
hand the Blue Sox a walk-off

defeat.

While the latter innings
decided the contest, Valley
struck first and early.

Anthony Tirado (Penn
State) reached base to be-
gin the game before steal-
ing third and eventually
scoring on a throwing error
by Chance. Moments later,
Chris Cancel (UConn) tagged
and advanced to third before
crossing the plate on Jacob
Dilley’s (UNC Greensboro)
sacrifice fly to right, giving
the Blue Sox a 2-0 advantage
after just one inning.

Making his Blue Sox de-
but, right-hander Justin Mas-
teralexis (UMass) kept Bris-

tol off the scoreboard early.
The UMass product, making
his first appearance since
April, allowed no hits across
1 2/3 innings while striking
out three.

“[1t is] great for [Master-
alexis], having him be able
to get back out there;” Raiola
said. “It went as well as I'm
sure he would’ve hoped.”

Nick Tomasetto (Seton
Hall) singled to put a runner
aboard before Chris Carson
(Stony Brook) turned on a
pitch and sent it just inside
the right-field foul pole for a
two-run home run. Carson’s
first long ball of the season
extended Valley’s lead to 4-0

and marked the Blue Sox’s
10th home run of the sum-
mer.

“Chris works hard,” Rai-
ola said. “That was part of a
bunch of really good swings
today from a lot of guys”

Bristol answered imme-
diately in the bottom half of
the inning when Nick Flores
(VCU) lifted a sacrifice fly to
left, trimming the deficit to
three.

After loading the bases,
Sean Britt (St. Johns) lined
a two-run double into the
left-center field gap to bring
Bristol within one. Just two
batters later, Evan Menzel
(UConn) followed with an

RBI single to center, tying the
contest at 4-4.

Once the Blues got hot,
the Blue Sox were unable to
answer offensively. Valley fin-
ished with six hits and struck
out 12 times, managing just
one baserunner over the final
two innings.

Despite the result, Raiola
said he was encouraged by
the quality of his team’s play
throughout the doublehead-
er.

“I thought the energy was
really good,” Raiola said. “Our
guys were taking really good
swings. Sometimes that’s
baseball. They beat us at the
end”

HoopHall names presenters

SPRINGFIELD - The Na-
ismith Basketball Hall of
Fame has announced the
list of Hall of Famers who
will present the Class of
2026 at the Enshrinement
Ceremony on Saturday, Au-
gust 15, at Symphony Hall in
Springfield, Massachusetts,
the “Birthplace of Basket-
ball” Over 50 Hall of Famers
are expected to be in atten-
dance for the ceremony.

Each member of the
Class of 2026 selected their
presenter(s) from among
previously inducted Hall of
Famers, a decision made by
the inductee, while the 1996
USA Basketball Women’s
National Team will be pre-

sented by its own previously
enshrined members.

The 2026 Hall of Fame In-
ductees and Presenters:

Joey Crawford - Danny
Crawford (Class of 2025),
Rod Thorn (‘18)

Mike D’Antoni - Jerry Col-
angelo (‘04), Bob McAdoo
(‘00), Steve Nash (‘18), Am-
ar’e Stoudemire (26), Rod
Thorn (‘18)

Elena Delle Donne - Syl-
via Fowles (“25), Marianne
Stanley (22)

Mark Few - John Calipari
(‘15), Grant Hill (‘18), John
Stockton (‘09)

Chamique  Holdsclaw
- Tamika Catchings (‘20),
Tina Thompson (‘18), Teresa

Weatherspoon (‘19)
Catchings (20), Allen Iver-
son ('16), Cheryl Miller (‘95),
Dwyane Wade (23)

nett (‘20), Paul Pierce (21)

Candace Parker - Tamika

Doc Rivers - Kevin Gar-

Amar’e Stoudemire -

Jerry Colangelo (‘04), Mike
DAntoni (26), Grant Hill
(‘18), Tracy McGrady (‘17),
Steve Nash (‘18), Rick Welts
('18)

1996 USA Basketball
Women’s National Team -
Teresa Edwards (‘11), Lisa
Leslie (‘15), Rebecca Lobo
(‘17), Katrina  McClain
(‘12), Dawn Staley (‘13),
Sheryl Swoopes (‘16), Tara
VanDerveer (‘11)

Monadnock Speedway hosting
open modified race with prize

WINCHESTER, N.H. - The
stakes will be higher than
ever when the Open Modi-
fieds return to Monadnock
Speedway on Saturday, Aug.
1, for the thrilling Dash for
the Cash 100.

The special event will
feature 100 laps of intense,
wheel-to-wheel Open Modi-
fied competition on the high
banks, with an impressive
$10,000 awaiting the race
winner. Some of the region’s
top Modified competitors
are expected to battle for
one of the biggest paydays of
the season.

Adding even more excite-
ment, the Dash for the Cash
100 will serve as the final
event of the Open Modified
Tri-Race Championship Se-
ries. At the conclusion of
the night, one driver will be
crowned the series cham-
pion and collect a $5,000
championship bonus.

With the race victory and
championship both on the
line, every position and ev-
ery lap will matter.

One Track. One Winner.
One Champion Crowned.

The Dash for the Cash 100
promises to deliver every-

thing race fans love about
Open Modified competi-
tion—high speeds, close rac-
ing, bold moves and nonstop
action from the drop of the
green flag to the final charge
toward the checkered flag.

Racing is scheduled to
begin at 6 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 1. The rain date, if need-
ed, is Sunday, Aug,. 2.

Fans will not want to miss
this championship show-
down as the Open Modified
stars compete for big money,
bragging rights and the hon-
or of being crowned the 2026
Tri-Race Champion.

ST. JOE’S 1 from page 7

against their relief pitchers.

Even though Friday’s
makeup game was played
at St. Joe’s Field, Teddy Bear
Pools served as the home
team because their own field
was unavailable. The game
ended with two outs in the
bottom of the sixth inning
due to the ten-run mercy
rule.

Teddy Bear Pools entered
the final week of the regular
season sitting in third place
in the league standings with
a 13-5-1 record one point
behind second place St. Jo-
seph’s. The Saints had a 14-4
overall record.

Peoples Bank (15-3-1),
who are looking to capture
the league championship ti-
tle for the 13th consecutive
season, was sitting in first
place.

Teddy Bear Pools could
move into second place with
a win against BankESB on
Thursday night and if St. Joe’s
losses their final two regular
season games.

The Saints had the oppor-
tunity to move into first place
if they defeated the DOC
Spartans on Monday and
Peoples Bank on Wednesday.

The top two finishers in
the league standings earn a
first round bye and the first
place team will get home

field advantage throughout
the playoffs, which are all
best of three series.

Teddy Bear Pools
righthander Matt Drobiak,
who graduated from South
Hadley High School, was the
winning pitcher in last Fri-
day’s game. He went the dis-
tance, allowing one run on
just one base hit with three
walks and two strikeouts.

“My defense made the
plays behind me in tonight’s
game,” said Drobiak. “This is
a big win for us, and it feels
great. We're hoping to play
them again in the playoffs”

Teddy Bear Pools took a
1-0 lead against St. Joe’s with
two outs in the bottom of the

Se s Yr
Autumn Event
Information

Turley Publications wiill
print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our
Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published

September 9, 2026.

Total circulation of 85,000
reaching over 200,000 readers

AIL YOUR LIS'rING l

in the Pioneer Valley.

~\ for Calendar
-\ submissions is
August 19.

Deadline

third inning.

Magni, who started in cen-
terfield, drew a leadoff walk.
Then St. Joe’s lefthander Jack-
son Hayes retired the next
two batters before catcher
Michael Toth hit a flyball
which the centerfielder lost
in the twilight. Toth, who
graduated from Granby High
School, wound up at second
base with a double and Mag-
ni scored on the play.

St. Joe’s tied the score in
the fourth inning.

Designated hitter Mark
Jodoin singled leading off the
frame before stealing second.
He scored the tying run when
right fielder Ryan O’Leary hit
a sacrifice fly.

Drobiak then retired sev-
en of the final eight batters
that he faced.

“We just didn't hit the ball
very well in tonight’s game,’
said St. Joe's manager Paul
Marcinek. “You can't beat
many teams by scoring only
one run.’

Prior to the start of the
bottom of the fourth inning,
righty Jack Feltovic replaced
Hayes on the mound.

Teddy Bear Pools retook
the lead with two outs in that
inning when designated hit-
ter Bailey Griggs hit a ground
ball single up the middle into
centerfield scoring shortstop
Ray Toth (walk).

Teddy Bear Pools scored

three more runs in the fifth
inning. Two of the runs
crossed the break on RBI sin-
gles from Ray Toth and right
fielder Sean Rosemond. The
other run scored following a
throwing error by the catch-
er.

Holding a 5-1 lead, Teddy
Bear Pools scored six more
runs in the sixth.

Left fielder Josh Frometa
and Magni knocked home a
pair of runs with RBI singles,
while second baseman Ra-
mon Jomenez added a run
scoring ground rule double
to center. Griggs also drew
a bases loaded walk during
that frame.

Community
Autumn Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

Event Name

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

NFORMATION TO:

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

PRAYERS
ANSWERED

THANK YOU ST. JUDE for your inter-
cession and prayers answered. In gratitude
publication promised. BLC

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2+xx*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

Call us at 413.283.8393

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Buying?

ot :IA L >a..
Our Classifieds
Get Results!

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122
to set up an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns,  keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

“Waller

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry »
Framing * Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552)

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE
Everything from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and brush
chipping. Honest and Dependable. Fully
insured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE
All phases of tree care.
Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AKC REGISTERED MINIATURE
DACHSHUNDS. BLACK/TAN PUPPIES
READY MID AUGUST. VET CHECKED
FIRST VACCINATION. WELL SOCIAL-
IZED. APPROXIMATELY 12 LBS WHEN
FULL GROWN. 413-596-8190

i

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

\
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BRNFELD
STURBRIDGE

WEST NORTH
e W)
:

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

RUSSELL PUBLIC LIBRARY SEEKS
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT; 8+ hours
weekly. Strong public service skills and
solid computer literacy required. Detailed
description at russellmapubliclibrary.
com, and on our Facebook and Instagram
pages. Send resume to RPL, PO Box
438, Russell MA 01071 or email
rpldirector162@gmail.com

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.
$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us

Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026 .
Town of Huntington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME CHIEF OF POLICE.
$37,500 - $50,000 yearly salary
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us.
Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026.
Town of Huntington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

[
&)

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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IVHF to unveil new exhibit July 30

HOLYOKE - The Inter-
national Volleyball Hall of
Fame at 444 Dwight Street,
in cooperation with the City
of Holyoke will unveil its
newest exhibit, Puerto Rico
Volleyball, on Thursday, July
30, at 11 a.m. to celebrate
one of the world’s most pas-
sionate volleyball nations
while kicking off the opening
day of Holyoke’s annual Fies-
tas Patronales.

According to a press re-
lease made by Mayor Joshua
Garcias office, the Hall of
Fame invites volleyball fans,
families, and community
members to attend this free
event and experience the
story of Puerto Rico’s volley-
ball tradition while enjoying
one of Holyoke’s signature
cultural festivals.

The grand opening hon-
ors Puerto Ricos volleyball
legacy and the longstanding
relationship between Holy-
oke and Puerto Rico. The ex-
hibit showcases the history
of volleyball in Puerto Rico
through historic artifacts
and profiles of legendary
athletes, coaches, and lead-
ers. Researched and orga-
nized by Holyoke resident
Jimmy Camacho over several
years — including multiple
research trips throughout
Puerto Rico to collect pho-
tographs and the stories

behind them. The exhibit is
designed and fabricated by
Gaddier Rosario Fine Art
Studio.

The grand opening will
welcome representatives
from the Puerto Rico Volley-
ball Hall of Fame, led by Pres-
ident Pedrito Rodriguez and
Vice President Raful Rodri-
guez, along with guests from
the municipalities of Naran-
jito and Salinas. Guests will
enjoy authentic Puerto Rican
cuisine provided by Boricua
Bites, a cultural performance
by Bomba de Aqui, and live
coverage throughout the day
by Audacy Radio (WEEI).

“This exhibit represents
far more than volleyball
said George Mulry, Executive
Director of the Internation-
al Volleyball Hall of Fame.
“It tells the story of a people
whose passion for the sport
has inspired generations.
Puerto Rico has produced
world-class athletes, unfor-
gettable moments, legendary
clubs, and a special volley-
ball culture. We are honored
to preserve that history in
Holyoke — the birthplace of
volleyball — and to celebrate
the deep friendship that con-
tinues to grow between our
communities.

For Jimmy Camacho, the
exhibit represents years of
dedication to preserving an

important chapter of volley-
ball history.

“Every trip to Puerto Rico
uncovered another incred-
ible story, another artifact
and another person whose
contributions deserved to
be remembered,” Camacho
said. “This exhibit is a trib-
ute to the athletes, coaches,
communities, and fans who
made volleyball such an im-
portant part of Puerto Ri-
can culture. My hope is that
visitors leave with a deeper
appreciation for the passion,
pride and excellence that
have defined Puerto Rican
volleyball for generations.”

The celebration continues
at 3:30 p.m. with the Holyoke
vs. Salinas Sister City Vol-
leyball Match, continuing
a tradition established in
2025 when Holyoke traveled
to Salinas for the inaugural
competition. Holyoke enters
this year’s match after earn-
ing the first victory in Puerto
Rico last September.

“Holyoke is proud to be
the birthplace of volleyball,
but just as importantly, we
are proud to celebrate the
communities that have em-
braced and elevated the
sport across the globe,” said
Holyoke Mayor Joshua A.
Garcia. “The Puerto Rico
Volleyball Exhibit reflects
the deep cultural ties be-

tween Holyoke and Puerto
Rico while showcasing the
power of sport to connect
people, preserve heritage
and strengthen internation-
al friendships. We are excit-
ed to welcome visitors from
across the region and be-
yond for what promises to be
a truly memorable day”

Following the sister city
match, visitors are encour-
aged to enjoy the opening
night of Holyoke’s Fiestas
Patronales, featuring live
entertainment, food, music,
local vendors, and cultural
celebrations.

“It is a tremendous honor
to see Puerto Ricos volley-
ball history recognized in
the International Volleyball
Hall of Fame,” said Pedrito
Rodriguez, President of the
Puerto Rico Volleyball Hall
of Fame. “For generations,
volleyball has united cities
across Puerto Rico and in-
spired countless young peo-
ple to dream big. This exhibit
preserves those stories while
strengthening the special
bond between Puerto Rico
and Holyoke, the birthplace
of the sport we all love.

The exhibit and grand
opening gained support
from Set to Serve, USA Inter-
national Sports Group, Ex-
plore Holyoke, and the City
of Holyoke.

AGAWAM - On Satur-
day, Sept. 12 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., there will be an
open house held at the

historic Thomas Smith
House.
The c¢. 1757 Thomas

Smith House and 1920
Delmore Hawthorne Ga-
rage will be open for tours.
Master stone carver
& gravestone conservator
Randall Nelson will be on-
site to talk about his work
carving replicas of badly
deteriorated gravestones
of Revolutionary War vet-
erans as replacements for
the original stones.
The National

Regis-

Thomas Smith Home
to have open house

ter-listed Thomas Smith
House is one of a few
remaining resources
from Feeding Hills’ eigh-
teenth-century agricultur-
al past, and is significant
architecturally as an un-
usually intact example of
eighteenth-century build-
ing practices and a rare
surviving example of mid-
to late-eighteenth century
Connecticut River Valley
design and materials.

The Hawthorne Garage
illustrates the property’s
evolution from agricul-
tural to suburban setting
that took place in the early
twentieth century.

Tips offered to help children build confidence for summer camp

For many children, sum-
mer camp is filled with ad-
venture, new friendships, and
memories that last a lifetime.
But for others, it may also be
their first experience spend-
ing time away from home—a
milestone that can bring both
excitement and understand-
able anxiety.

According to Karyn Ros-
sacci, DNP, MSN, NP-C, RN,
CCRN, Chief Nursing Officer
for MiraVista and TaraVista
Behavioral Health Centers and
aparent herself, those nervous
feelings are not something to
fear. In fact, they can become
an important part of a child’s
emotional growth.

“Summer camp gives chil-
dren the opportunity to dis-
cover something incredibly
important, said Rossacci.
“They learn that they can try
something unfamiliar, expe-
rience uncertainty, and come
through it stronger on the oth-
er side”

Rossacci encourages par-
ents and caregivers to resist
the temptation to eliminate
every anxious feeling before
camp begins.

“Our goal isn't to eliminate
every anxious feeling. It's to
help children discover they
can move through those feel-
ings with confidence, knowing
theyre capable, resilient, and
never alone”

Instead, Rossacci recom-
mends helping children pre-
pare for the experience while
reinforcing their growing in-
dependence.

Among her suggestions:

« Talk about camp with
excitement, focusing on the
friendships, activities, and ex-
periences they’ll enjoy.

. Practice indepen-
dence before camp through
sleepovers with grandparents
or relatives, day trips with
trusted adults, or encouraging
children to make age-appro-
priate decisions on their own.

« Normalize anxious feel-
ings by reminding children
that feeling nervous doesn’t
mean they aren't ready, it sim-
ply means theyre doing some-
thing new.

« Pack a small reminder
of home, such as a favorite
stuffed animal, family photo,
or handwritten note.

« Keep goodbyes warm,
loving, and brief. Children of-
ten take emotional cues from
the adults around them, and a
calm farewell communicates
confidence in their ability to
succeed.

+ Celebrate courage when
camp is over. Whether they
conquered the climbing wall,
made a new friend, or simply
spent their first night away
from home, recognize the
bravery it took to try some-
thing unfamiliar.

“Growing up isn't about
never feeling anxious, Ros-
sacci said. “It's about learning
that we can face those feelings,

ask for support when we need
it, and discover were stronger
than we thought”

While some pre-camp
jitters are a normal part of
childhood, Rossacci notes
that trusted adult caregivers
should pay attention if anxi-
ety becomes persistent, over-
whelming, or begins inter-
fering with a child’s daily life.
In those cases, conversations
with a pediatrician or mental
health professional can pro-
vide additional guidance and
support.

“As parents, we naturally
want to protect our children
from discomfort; Rossac-
ci added. “But some of life’s
greatest confidence comes
from discovering that we can
do hard things. Camp often
becomes one of those expe-
riences children remember
for the rest of their lives—not
because they were never ner-
vous, but because they found
the courage to keep going”

Greek Festival set for Aug. 22

HOLYOKE - Holy Trinity
Church in Holyoke is cele-
brating its 5th Greek Festival
on Aug. 22 from 11-5 p.m.

The community event
will raise funds to support
the Ladies of the Philopto-
chos (Friends of the Poor)
Society whose main mission
is to support those facing
hardships.

As America celebrates

250 years, this year’s fea-
tures will include live mu-
sic, a community-wide
charity drive (personal care
items, Walmart Gift-Cards,
and slightly used back-
packs), honor those who
protect and serve by offer-
ing First Responders $5 off
any purchase with ID, and
a crowd-pleasing Baklava
Sundae!

ADVERTISING

SALES

portfolio of customers.

Turley®

Publlcatlons Inc.

» Do you want to work in your community helping local
businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism, which
tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling
advertising for our community newspapers. The right
candidate will assume an established territory with a

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

We are a locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,

401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com
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there, the duo moved into the
Revolutionary War era and
then the Civil War Era. When
Jon explained the World War
One era, he made sure to
highlight the 369th Infantry
Regiment, which was one
of America’s first unit com-
prised of African American
soldiers. They became known
as the Harlem Hellfighters.
Jon connected this piece of
history by pointing out the
role 1st Lieutenant of the
Harlem Hellfighters; James
Reese Europe played in the
creation of jazz. When speak-
ing about World War Two,
Jon highlighted Joe Medicine
Crow who was a Native Amer-
ican who fought for the U.S.
Army as a platoon leader for
the 103rd Infantry Division.
Throughout the performance

Sultana also sang about The
Korean War, The Vietnam
War and The Bonus Army’s
march on Washington during
the great depression. Sultana
ended their performance by
singing a song they described
to be about hope, new begin-
nings, and learning from the
past. They were also sure to
highlight their appreciation
for those who have fought in
the military.

After the show, Li and Jon
Waterman said they connect
history and music and enjoy
sharing this program with
different communities.

Jon Waterman said, “I
think it’s just the idea of en-
tertaining people, connect-
ing with people, sharing
stories. Someone asked for
a show, but we do a series
of shows called “Live Mu-
sic Making History Live”.

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

» Must be dependable,

professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

» Salary based on

HELP WANTED

There're the roots of popular
music, there’s another one
that’s about the railroad, we
have a new one for the 250th.
But a few years ago, some-
body requested one for the
Veterans. So, we put it to-
gether”

Li Waterman adds, “And
that’s really nice that we can
show our appreciation in the
way we can.] think the stories
from history are really inspir-
ing. You want to write songs
about cool things. Not about
the usual stuff. There’s some
music groups like Iron Maid-
en and Alexander the great,
that do songs about history.
Like the Medicine Crow guy.
Like he became a warrior in
modern times, by fighting
and art, that’s so inclusive to
everybody. That brings peo-
ple together”

“Well, I've always been in

history my whole life and his-
tory has always been a hobby.
It’s something that I enjoyed
doing and it inspired a lot
of songs. I sort of, at some
point, figured out, well, I'm
not going to be a rock star.
So, I might as well do history
songs and entertain people
and tell these stories this way.
There’s a long tradition. His-
tory has always been a form
of entertainment. And it’s al-
ways been in entertainment.
Except nowadays, for some
reason, it's not. Except for
these exceptions which are
really cool, like Iron Maiden”
says Jon.

Jon tells us, “Also, there’s so
much division in our country.
The way out of this problem
that our country is in, is if we
start learning about this stuff
and celebrate the stuff that’s
to be celebrated.”

FREELANCE

WRITERS &
JOURNALISTS

a flat rate by story and photo.

\ TurIe b

Publlcatlons InC.
www.turley.com

Send writing
samples with
resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:

pouimette@turley.com
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