
By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Though it is 
a little bit earlier than nor-
mal and on a different day of 
the week, one of the largest 
community events of the 
summer is set to take place 
on Friday, July 25.

The Agawam Police De-
partment and its commu-
nity public safety partners 
will host National Night Out 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at School 
Street Park.

Agawam has hosted a Na-
tional Night Out for many 
years and is one of more 
than 16,000 communities in 

the United States to host the 
event.

Holyoke and Chicopee 
are among the surrounding 
communities that host the 
event.

It has normally taken 
place on the first Tuesday in 
August, in line with the tra-
dition across the country, 

but the event was moved to 
a Friday in order to pave the 
way for more resources to 
the be available and poten-
tially get larger attendance.

Agawam’s event has al-
ways been large and like 
many of the Night Out 
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Escape from APL

AGAWAM – The grounds 
of the historic Thomas Smith 
House at 251 North West 
Street in Feeding Hills, will 
be the site of a first-person 
visit from General & Mrs. 
Ulysses S. Grant, and the 
General’s horse, Egypt, on 
Saturday, Sept. 6. An open 
house at the National-Regis-
ter-listed property will take 
place from 12 3 pm; General 
and. Mrs. Grant will arrive 
(with Egypt) at 1 p.m. 

After a brief introduction 
and survey of the General’s 
life by Mrs. Julia D. Grant, 
the engagements, habits 
and contributions of the 
great Civil War general will 
be explored by Sam Grant 
through the use of lively and 
often hu morous anecdotes, 
letters and impressions of 
the times. 

Since 1989, Sam Grant 
has dedicated his life to un-
derstanding Ulysses S. Grant, 
one of the greatest leaders 
this nation has ever known. 
After years of study and ex-
perience, and portrayal of 
General Grant, his profes-
sional interpretation of the 

General’s physical stature 
and character have won him 
the intellectual admiration 
and heartfelt appreciation 
of novice spectators and the 
most serious students of Civ-
il War history alike. A high-
ly acclaimed academic and 
motivational speaker, film 
producer, and United States 
Navy veteran, Sam Grant’s in 
spiring and informative pre-
sentation will leave you with 
the overwhelming sense you 
have experienced the true 
General Grant, up close and 
personal, as history should 
be. Photo opportunities with 
the General, Mrs. Grant, and 
Egypt will follow the presen-
tation. 

This program, free and 
open to the public, is sup-
ported in part by a grant 
from the Agawam Cultur-
al Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

The private, non-profit, 
all-volunteer Agawam His-
torical Association preserves 
and presents Agawam and 
Feeding Hills history at its 

two locations and provides 
educational opportunities at 
its quarterly meetings. The 
association archives and dis-
plays artifacts pertaining to 
the Town of Agawam and its 
Fire Department in the Mar-
ilyn P. Curry History Room 
and Chief Russell “Rusty” 
Jenks Apparatus Room of 
the Agawam Historical &  
Fire House Museum, located 
in the former Elm Street Fire 
Station at 35 Elm Street in 
Agawam Center. The as so-
ciation has preserved the ca. 
1757 Thomas Smith House, 
at 251 North West Street in 
Feeding Hills, in largely orig-
inal, unrestored condition; 
the property was listed in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in 2005. The associ-
ation also offers an annual 
scholarship to an Agawam 
senior pursuing higher ed-
ucation in a history related 
field. For more information, 
please visit agawamhistory.
org or follow the Agawam 
Historical Association on In-
stagram and Facebook. Vol-
unteers and new members 
are always welcome!

Agawam elections starting to take shape
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – There will be 
challengers for the Agawam 
City Council as well as po-
tential challenges for seats 
on the school committee in 
the municipal elections this 
fall.

One elected official that 

may not face a challenge is 
incumbent Mayor Christo-
pher Johnson.

Johnson is currently un-
opposed as he seeks re-elec-
tion for a second term in 
this latest “run” as the top 
official in Agawam. Johnson 
was Agawam’s first may-
or when it changed to that 
form of government in 1990. 

He served for 10 years before 
leaving. He returned to the 
mayor’s seat last year follow-
ing the retirement of former 
Mayor William Sapelli. John-
son also had several terms 
on the city council, most of 
them as council president 
prior to becoming mayor 
again.

Johnson announced his 

intention to seek re-election 
in late June and has returned 
his nomination papers to 
run for office.

According to informa-
tion provided by Town Clerk 
Vincent Gioscia, Johnson is 
the only to have taken out 
papers for the mayor’s seat. 
As the deadline approaches, 
Johnson could run for a sec-

ond term unopposed.
His former main chal-

lenger is looking to re-claim 
her seat on the Agawam 
City Council. Two years ago, 
Johnson, who was council 
president, was challenged 
by his own vice president, 
Cecilia Calabrese. Calabrese 
was defeated by Johnson and 
she lost her seat on the city 

council through her run for 
mayor.

Calabrese is among the 
challengers for one of 11 
seats on the city council. Ac-
cording to Gioscia’s records, 
all 11 current city councilors 
have returned papers and 
are seeking election.
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The Agawam Historical Association will host a first-person visit by General and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant 
on Saturday, Sept. 6 at the historic Thomas Smith House, 251 North West Street, Feeding Hills, Mass. 
An open house will take place from 12 to 3 p.m.; General and Mrs. Grant will arrive with the General’s 
horse, Egypt, at 1pm, with presentation by acclaimed Grant portrayist Sam Grant to follow.

General Ulysses S. Grant to visit historic Thomas Smith House 

A variety of emergency vehicles and other crucial vehicles for the town were on display for people to check out at Agawam’s National 
Night Out. 

Highlight of the summer set to return

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Public Library had 
teens work together to 
solve puzzles and myster-
ies in order to escape from 
a Wizard’s Tower. 

This event took place 
on Thursday, July 17 and 
any person in grades seven 
through twelve was invited 
to come and participate. 

During this escape room 
the teens had to work to-
gether to cast spells, brew 
potions and solve riddles 
in order to escape on time. 

Children’s Librarian 
Pamela Weingart and the 
other Children’s library 
staff were inspired to do 
the escape room as they 
felt it fit the theme of sum-
mer reading. 

Since the theme for our 
Summer Reading Chal-
lenge this year is “Level Up 
at Your Library” we are cel-
ebrating all sorts of games 
and puzzles,” Weingart 
said. “This escape room 
was a chance for teens to 
put their puzzle solving 
skills to the test and see if 
they could figure out the 
puzzles and solve the locks 
in time to Escape the Wiz-
ards Tower. Don’t worry, 

everyone escaped and no 
one was trapped in the li-
brary.”

Weingart was grateful 
to Matt Donle of Wicked 
Fun Games, as he is the 
one who came up with the 
design for the escape room 
and set everything up. 

“He planned all the puz-
zles, set everything up and 
helped answer the teens’ 
questions as they went 
along,” Weingart said.

Weingart enjoyed see-
ing the teens come in and 
work together as they tried 
to escape from the wizard’s 
tower. 

“We were delighted 
when the teens would 
work together to solve the 
clues,” Weingart shared. 
“[A highlight] was seeing 
people work together.”

There were a multitude 
of different puzzles and 
challenges within the es-
cape room, so Weingart 
felt that everyone really 
had a chance to shine and 
show off their skills. 

“There was something 
everyone could succeed 
at,” Weingart said.

The library has hosted 
escape rooms before for 
the teens to enjoy, and they 
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By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – July 
is National Disability Pride 
Month, and it commem-
orates the signing of the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act, which was signed on 
July 26, 1990. 

The ADA makes it so that 
it is illegal to discriminate 
against anyone with dis-
abilities and helps to ensure 
there are equal opportuni-
ties in employment, public 
accommodations like ramps 
and elevators, transporta-
tion, and other areas like 
playgrounds with wheel-
chair accessible parts.

Disability Pride Day hap-
pened on the same day as a 
signing, and Chicago later 
hosted the first Disability 
Pride Parade in 2004. 

“I enjoy working towards 
and for inclusion. There is 
also considerable creativity 
and a solution-oriented per-
spective,” said Tay Silveira, 
Chair of the Commission on 
Disabilities.

The Commission began 
in November of 2019, and 
its first meetings were held 
in early 202, during the pan-
demic, where they began to 
find ways to make the town 
of South Hadley more acces-
sible for all. 

Tay Silveira has been the 
Chair of the Commission for 
the past three years, and offi-
cer elections are coming up 

at a future meeting, but Sil-
veira has 

The town of South Hadley 
has a Commission on Dis-
abilities, whose main func-
tion is to, according to the 
Commission’s website: 

“The function of a dis-
abilities commission is to 
advise and assist municipal 
officials in ensuring compli-
ance with federal and state 
disability laws; review poli-
cies and activities of munici-
pal departments and boards 
as they affect persons with 
disabilities; provide infor-
mation, referral, advocacy 
and technical assistance to 
individuals, businesses and 
organizations in all matters 
pertaining to disability; and 
coordinate the activities of 
other local groups organized 
to meet the needs of persons 
with disabilities.” 

“There are some disabil-
ity related matters that are 
outside our scope, but the 
Commission on Disabilities 
exists, in part, to support 
various disability related 
matters within the Town. We 
can be engaged for various 
disability related purposes,” 
said Silveira. “Our scope in-
cludes the physical environ-
ment and also programs and 
services, for example.”

Right now, the Commis-
sion on Disabilities has a va-
cancy, and there is also a va-
cancy for the Human Rights 
Commission, both of which 
help to serve our communi-
ty. 

“Anyone interested in 
serving on the COD or as a 
COD appointee to the Hu-
man Rights Commission 
may consult the qualifica-
tions and apply,” said Silvei-
ra. 

You can learn more about 
the commission on their 
website, by going to https://
www.southhadley.org/1016/
Commission-on-Disabilities, 
and people who are interest-
ed in serving can apply, and 
they can be reached at cod@
shadleyma.org. 

“Members of the public 
are also encouraged to con-
tact us or join a meeting. 
We typically meet the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month, 
but sometimes need to re-
schedule,” said Silveira. “The 
next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, July 23, at 5 p.m. 
via Zoom. “ 

A few times a year, you 
can find the Commission 
at the Senior Center with a 
table of information peo-
ple can utilize, and they are 
working alongside other de-
partments in order to find 
other ways to bring these 
resources to those who need 
them. 

“As we continue to grow 
as a local Commission, we 
will continue to expand our 
outreach and ability to sup-
port local efforts to improve 
accessibility for everyone 
and the overall experience of 
people with disabilities,” said 
Silveira. 

AGAWAM – Insider’s 
Travel, LLC, in cooperation 
with the Agawam Senior 
Center, will be announc-
ing two new trips for area 
seniors on July 22 at 1 p.m. 
in the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter. The trip reveal will in-
clude updates on currently 
planned trips, the new In-
sider’s Travel Website, and 
a chance for a $99 raffle 
drawing if you RSVP by July 
21 and are present at the re-
veal.

Two new exciting and 

affordable trips have been 
added to this season’s 
schedule, which includes 
trips to Saratoga Race Track 
on Aug. 6, and beautiful Wa-
ter’s Edge Resort and Clin-
ton Outlets on Sept. 9. There 
is also a Las Vegas concert 
at the famous Aqua Turf 
Club on Oct. 14.

With highly successful 
and entertaining trips al-
ready to Newport, RI and 
Thimble Islands, CT, two 
more trips are set to be re-
vealed to 55-and-over res-

idents. The response from 
our travelers have been 
overwhelmingly positive 
regarding attention to de-
tails, scheduling, and overall 
planning.

Please come Tuesday, 
July 22 at 1 p.m. in the Aga-
wam Senior Center for an 
opportunity to build your 
own travel experiences in 
a fun, safe, and affordable 
way.

RSVP to Jo at (413) 478-
4698 or email insiderstrav-
el2025@gmail.com. 

PIONEER VALLEY – As 
temperatures continue 
to rise across the region, 
MiraVista Behavioral 
Health Center is reminding 
community residents who 
may be taking medication 
to support their mental 
health to be extra cautious 
in summer heat. 

According to MiraVista 
Behavioral Health Center 
Medical Director, Dr. Ken-
neth Richmond, “Increased 
temperatures can affect 
the impact of medications. 
It is important for anyone 
on medications, including 
those which may be pre-
scribed for a mental health 
condition, to talk with their 
health care provider about 
how extreme temperatures 
and exposure to sun may 

change how they feel, cause 
certain side effects and 
what they can do during 
periods of increasingly hot 
weather to be safe.” 

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), more 
than 1,200 people in the 
United States die from ex-
treme heat every year, with 
individuals who take medi-
cations that affect thermo-
regulation among those at 
higher risk.

Dr. Richmond added, 
“Many people don’t realize 
that the medications they 
take to support their men-
tal health may also impact 
how their body manages 
heat. Be informed, take 
precautions, and know the 
warning signs of heat-relat-

ed stress such as dizziness, 
confusion, excessive sweat-
ing, blurry vision or skin 
rashes.”

The CDC has made an Ex-
treme Heat guide available 
to visitors on its website 
with tips on staying cool, 
staying hydrated, identify-
ing individual risk factors 
and knowing the symptoms 
associated with overheat-
ing and when to seek med-
ical care. Their guide can be 
found at https://www.cdc.
gov/heat-health/about/
i n d e x . h t m l ? C D C _ A A _
refVal=https%3A%2F%2F-
w w w . c d c .
gov%2Fextreme-heat%-
2Fabout%2Findex.html or 
on the MiraVista website at 
www.miravistabhc.care.

WESTFIELD – Join us 
Aug. 18 on the Stanley Park 
Acre Lawn next to the Pa-
vilion Annex from 6 to 7 
p.m. for two Chakra Dance 
sessions led by Harlene 
Simmons from All Natural 
Reiki. 

Chakra dance is rhythm 
for your soul, a move-
ment-based practice that 
combines dance, music, 
and visualization to bal-
ance and activate the body’s 
seven energy centers, or 
chakras. This dance is to 
balance your Chakras (en-
ergy centers) and discover 
a deepened connection to 

your true self and feeling of 
coming home.

Music for your Base 
Chakra : vibrational, con-
necting your body to earth

Music for your Sacral 
Chakra: sensual, connect-
ing to your inner goddess 
or god

Music for your Solar 
Plexus Chakra : fiery & 
dynamic, strong defined 
movement.

Music for your Heart 
Chakra:  uplifting, joyful 
softening of your heart.

Music for your Throat 
Chakra: more ethereal, 
chanting as you dance, ex-
pressing your inner truth.

Music for your Third Eye 
Chakra: High vibrations, 
opens up to intuitive guid-
ance through dance.

Music for your Crown 
Chakra: opening to a feel-
ing of oneness, connected 
to the divine.

Dress comfortably, easy, 
flowing clothes are recom-
mended. 

Donations to the Park of 
$5 per person, per class, is 
suggested.  

For more information 
on Chakra Dance classes 
and all other Stanley Park 
events, 

check online at: www.
stanleypark.org.

257 Feeding Hills Road, (Rte 57)
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

CALABRESE FARMSCALABRESE FARMS

Tomatoes, Beets, Kale, 
Lettuce, Cabbage, Cukes, Pickles, 
Green & Yellow Beans, Peppers

CORN
BLUEBERRIESBLUEBERRIES

SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE

Subscribe to the Agawam Advertiser News online at 
agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

Glascow Lands Scottish festival next weekend
NORTHAMPTON – On 

Saturday, July 19, beautiful 
Look Park comes alive with 
Celtic Dancers, Highland 
pipers and drummers, a clan 
parade, sheep herding, Scot-
tish dogs and other animals, 
wool spinners and weavers 
and lively Celtic music.  Cel-
ebrate your Scottish heri-
tage – real or coveted – with 
kilt-wearing, tree-tossing 
Scotsmen at the Highland 
athletic games and delight 
in plates piled high with 
scones, shortbread, bridies 
or meat pies. Over 30 pipe 
bands competing with 600 
to 700 pipers and drummers 
marching in opening cere-

monies. 
Come celebrate the sec-

ond largest Scottish Festival 
in New England, and the only 
one in Massachusetts. We 
have been chosen to host the 
first ever EUSPBA Northeast 
Branch Amateur Drumming 
championships.

Fencing Demonstrations 
by Mass Historical Swords-
manship.  Saving Scottish 
Wildcats organization.  Doug 
Fluie Jr. Foundation for Au-
tism. 

Honored guests: State 
Representative Lindsay Sa-
badosa, 1st Hampshire Dis-
trict.

   Mayor Gina-Louise Scia-

rra, City of Northampton
This family fun event in-

cludes children’s athletic 
games and a water spray 
park.  Many Clans and a ge-
nealogist will be present to 
assist in tracing your Scot-
tish ancestry. Vendors will be 
offering a variety of imports, 
Scottish and other foods.  
Listen to the beautiful Celt-
ic harp music of the Pioneer 
Valley Harpers’ Guild.  Learn 
about spinning and weaving 
from the Weavers’ Guild of 
Springfield. Relive history 
with the Historic Highland-
ers.

For 2025, Glasgow Lands 
Scottish Festival presents 

world class Celtic music in 
the Ceilidh tent from 9:45 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Featured 
artists The Devil’s Brigade, 
Albannach, and Waking Fin-
negan. Whether sitting in the 
Ceilidh Tent watching the 
show, quenching your thirst 
in the Celtic Pub with local 
microbrews provided by New 
City Brewery, Easthampton, 
or just having a picnic on the 
grass nearby, plan on enjoy-
ing great live Celtic music all 
day long. Again this year – 
Whisky Tasting! – sponsored 
by ImpEx and Four Seasons 
Wine & Liquor, Hadley, MA.  
New this year –Wine and 
Mead from Four Phantoms 

Brewing Co, Greenfield.
The Glasgow Lands Scot-

tish Festival, Inc. is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit corporation.  
Its mission is to support oth-
er nonprofit organizations 
and to provide scholarships 
for qualifying Scottish dance, 
pipe and/or drum students.  
Event co-sponsored by: 
Westfield Bank, New En-
gland Public Media, Burger 
King of Northampton, and 
New City Brewery, Westfield 
Gas & Electric, Accelerated 
IT, Walker’s Shortbread, Four 
Seasons Wine & Liquor and 
ImpEx Beverages and many 
others.

All Festival Proceeds Ben-

efit:  River Valley Counseling 
Center, a multi-service agen-
cy in Hampden County, MA, 
is a licensed mental health 
clinic, offering a range of tra-
ditional and non-traditional 
outpatient services to adults 
and children.  Also, Forum 
House, Westfield, a service of 
Viability, Inc., a 501(c)(3) not 
for profit organization serv-
ing disabled and disadvan-
taged adults in Hampden, 
Hampshire and S. Worcester 
Counties. 

For more information and 
schedules, visit our web site:  
www.glasgowlands.org or 
call (413) 862-8095/4539.             

Stanley Park announces fundraiser
AGAWAM – Stanley Park 

is pleased to invite the com-
munity to its Annual Fund-
raiser on Saturday, Sept. 13 
at 5 p.m. in the Beveridge Pa-
vilion. This cherished event 
helps sustain the Park’s nat-
ural beauty, facilities, and 
free public programs.

The evening will feature 
hors d’oeuvres, a buffet din-
ner, dessert, a cash bar, and 
show-stopping entertain-
ment from Howl2Go Duel-
ing Pianos—a high-energy, 
interactive, request-driven 

musical experience where 
two pianists battle it out 
with your favorite songs and 
a healthy dose of humor.

Returning this year is an 
exciting online auction with 
an added raffle, filled with 
must-have prizes you won’t 
want to miss out on, in-
cluding an hour-long scenic 
plane ride for three, a week-
long Cape Cod vacation, gift 
certificates to your favorite 
local businesses, museum 
passes, and much more.

Follow Stanley Park on 

Facebook for exclusive pre-
views of auction and raf-
fle items leading up to the 
event.

Seats are limited, so don’t 
wait—reserve yours now at 
https://auctria.events/ivo-
rykeysandmelodies and en-
joy a memorable night while 
making a lasting difference 
for Stanley Park.

Please call the Develop-
ment Office at 413-568-9312 
x108 or email development@
stanleypark.org with any 
questions.

Commission on Disabilities 
celebrates its own pride month

Extreme Heat and Medications
Caution and Care During  Periods of Intense Heat

Trips offered to Agawam seniors

Stanley Park hosting dance sessions

$288
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. STORE CUT BONE-IN
HAM STEAK ..............................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/24/25-7/30/257/24/25-7/30/25

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SALAD 
SHRIMP 91/120 CT. 2 LB BAG ..........

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

PANCAKE BATTERED SAUSAGE 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG .............

$569
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK ROAST
or STEAKS .........................................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

      $1099
lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$399
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PEPPER JACK CHEESE .......

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS
OR ROAST ..............................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN 
BBQ MARINATED

lb

lb
$299

$335
BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS .....
                 

lb
$233

$155
lblb

$299

1/2 CHICKEN ...........................

lb BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

$749
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN 
   SPOON ROAST

or STEAKS
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A G A W A M / W E S T 
SPRINGFIELD – West 
Springfield Agawam Par-
ish Cupboard 3rd Annual 
Pickleball FUNdraiser will 

be held Saturday, Sept. 
13 at Mittineague Park in 
West Springfield. All ages 
welcome – Recreation-
al and Competitive play 

divisions. For info or to 
register: www.theparish-
cupboard.org or call 413-
734-7969.

HOLYOKE – Holyoke Medical Cen-
ter (HMC) has once again received 
the American Heart Association’s Get 
With The Guidelines Stroke Gold Plus 
with Target: Stroke Honor Roll Elite 
with Target: Type 2 Diabetes Hon-
or Roll quality achievement award. 
HMC has been recognized annually 
with Get With The Guidelines Stroke 
awards since 2007. 

Stroke is the No. 5 cause of death 
and a leading cause of disability in the 
United States. A stroke occurs when 
a blood vessel that carries oxygen 
and nutrients to the brain is either 
blocked by a clot or bursts. When that 
happens, part of the brain cannot get 
the blood and oxygen it needs, causing 
brain cells to die. Early stroke detec-

tion and treatment are key to improv-
ing survival, minimizing disability and 
accelerating recovery times.

Get With The Guidelines puts the 
expertise of the American Heart As-
sociation and American Stroke Asso-
ciation to work for hospitals nation-
wide, helping ensure patient care is 
aligned with the latest research- and 
evidence-based guidelines. Get With 
The Guidelines - Stroke is an in-hospi-
tal program for improving stroke care 
by promoting consistent adherence to 
these guidelines, which can minimize 
the long-term effects of a stroke and 
even prevent death.

To qualify for the American Heart 
Association’s Target: Stroke Honor 
Roll Elite award, HMC met specific 

criteria to reduce the time between an 
eligible patient’s arrival at the hospi-
tal and treatment with thrombolytic 
therapy. 

The Target: Type 2 Diabetes Hon-
or Roll award aims to ensure patients 
with Type 2 diabetes, who might be at 
higher risk for complications, receive 
the most up-to-date, evidence-based 
care when hospitalized due to stroke.

Holyoke Medical Center meets spe-
cific scientific guidelines as a Primary 
Stroke Center, featuring a comprehen-
sive system for rapid diagnosis and 
treatment of stroke patients admitted 
to the emergency department. HMC 
also participates in educating patients 
to help them manage their health and 
recovery at home. 

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

It’s been a month since 
school let out for the sum-
mer. The daily grind of 
early alarms and packed 
lunches has been replaced 
by late mornings, camps, 
part-time jobs, and plenty 
of screen time. For many 
teens, summer brings a wel-
come break. But for others, 
especially those facing emo-
tional or mental health chal-
lenges, these unstructured 
weeks can be anything but 
carefree.

We talk often about 
“learning loss” during sum-
mer break. But what about 
the loss of structure, con-
nection, and routine that 
schools provide? For adoles-
cents, these aren’t just con-
veniences, they’re lifelines. 
Teachers, counselors, and 
trusted adults offer stability, 
and their absence over the 

summer can leave vulner-
able youth feeling isolated 
and unsupported.

Recent national data 
highlights what many par-
ents and providers already 
know: youth mental health 
is in crisis. According to the 
CDC, more than 40% of high 

school students report per-
sistent feelings of sadness or 
hopelessness. And anxiety 
and depression diagnoses 
among adolescents have 
risen sharply in the past de-
cade, with anxiety increas-
ing by more than 60% and 
depression by nearly 45%.

At MiraVista Behavioral 
Health Center, we see the 
effects of this seasonal gap 
firsthand—and we’re here to 
help fill it.

“We want families to 
know that help is avail-
able—and accessible,” 
says Shelley Zimmerman, 
Hospital Administrator at 
MiraVista. “Our direct ad-
mission process allows ado-
lescents in need of inpatient 
mental health care to be 
admitted without the delays 
and stress of an emergency 
department visit. It’s a more 

compassionate, streamlined 
approach to care.”

Our adolescent inpatient 
program, serving youth ages 
13 and older, remains fully 
open and active through-
out the summer months. 
Because we know that men-
tal health doesn’t take a 
break—and neither do we.

Parents, caregivers, pe-
diatricians, and community 
leaders: If you know a young 
person who’s struggling 
emotionally, please don’t 
wait. Early support can 
make all the difference.

To learn more about 
our services or to refer a 
teen for care, visit www.
miravistabhc.care.

Mental health matters in 
every season. A month into 
summer, it’s worth remem-
bering: when school is out, 
support must stay in.

A month into Summer, let’s not forget 
about Adolescent Mental Health

Shelley Zimmerman

By Shelley Zimmerman, MPA, MHM, BSN, RN, Hospital Administrator, MiraVista Behavioral Health Center

Trailer Repair and Maintenance 
Aluminum Flatbed Sales & Installation

We Do Trailer Tires

38 Russell Road • Huntington, MA 01050 • 413-685-8015 • jong@integritytsr.com

NEW TRAILER 
BLOWOUT!

NOW 
OPEN!!

STARTING 
AT $1,800

E. Cechi Farms 1131 Spr ngfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Corn so fresh the ears still wiggle.”

freshpickedfrom our farm
every morning 

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

Upcoming activities 
at the Agawam 
Senior Center

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Senior Center will be holding 
the following activities and 
events in the coming weeks:

Agawam Senior Center 
Computer Tech & Support 
Club

July 22, Aug. 12 and 26 
from 10 to 11 a.m.

The Agawam Senior Cen-
ter Computer and Technol-
ogy Club will meet on July 8 
and 22 and again on Aug. 12 
and 26.

Continuing Sessions with 
Glenn Olsen

Friday, July 25 and Aug. 22 at 
1 p.m. in the Conference Room

A little about me, I was a 
long term successful Physical 
Science Special Educator. In 
January of 2010 I had a severe-
ly disabling stroke. For the 
past 15 years I have focused 
on rehabilitation from my 
injuries with both traditional 
and non-traditional methods. 
We have discussed topics es-
sential to living a healthy life 
style such as foods, nutrition, 
and vitamins. We will contin-
ue to talk about fascinating 
topics such as muscle testing, 
energy levels, orbs, the signif-
icance of color and more. I 
look forward to having you a 
part of our discussion.

Jewelry Making with Sandy
Tuesday, July 29 at 5 p.m. in 

the Garden Room
We are excited to offer 

Jewelry Making with Sandy. 
Sandy will bring all the mate-
rials you need and you bring 
your creativity. Cost for the 
class is $3 per person plus 
the cost of your supplies. Call 
Kristina at 413.726.2836.

Nutrition and Cooking 
Educational Seminar

July 30 at 1 p.m. in the Garden 
Room

Ascentria Care Alliance 
SNAP-Ed is pleased to offer 
a four-week nutrition and 
cooking course. During the 
course we will cover a variety 
of topics including healthy 
eating guidelines, demystify-
ing food labels, grocery shop-
ping on a budget and more. 
Each class includes an inter-
active cooking demo with the 
opportunity to taste test the 
recipe. Please call the Senior 
Center to register for this 
four-week seminar.

Computer Classes
Monday, Aug. 18 from 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

The Agawam Senior Cen-
ter in conjunction with Revi-
talize Community Develop-
ment of Springfield will be 
provide Computer Literacy 
Work Shops twice a month 
at the Senior Center. Andrew 
Fluitt who is a Digital Navi-
gator/IT Support from Revi-
talize will be here to provide 
this service at no cost to you. 
The class will be available to 
9 students per time. We will 
be sharing the computers. 
Please call Kristina at 726-
2826 to register. First come 
first serve.

Coffee Talk with Veterans
Wednesday, Aug. 20 in the 

Coffee Shop
Are you a Veteran? We 

here at the Agawam Senior 
Center would like to offer you 
a space to have a coffee or tea 
on us. Come alone or bring a 
buddy. We would love to get 
to know you. 

HS of Commerce 
50th Class Reunion

SPRINGFIELD – The 
High School of Commerce 
Class of 75 is holding their 
50th class reunion.

It will take place at the 
Storrowton Tavern, West 
Springfield, MA, on Satur-
day Aug. 30, 2025 at 6 p.m. 

Contact Janet at 
jan0826@comcast.net to 
learn more.

HMC recognized for stroke care

HOLYOKE — Holyoke 
Rows is pleased to announce 
another great lineup of free 
summer programming to 
help our community get out 
and explore on the Connecti-
cut River. From free all ages 
kayaking days to a free learn 
to row week for Holyoke, Chi-
copee and Springfield mid-
dle and high school students, 
there are endless options to 

enjoy the outdoors from our 
boathouse at Holyoke Rows, 
25 Jones Ferry Rd, in Holy-
oke. 

Holyoke Rows is pleased 
to announce Free Summer 
Nights for Youth and Fami-
lies that will take place Mon-
days/Wednesdays July 7 to 
Aug. 20 5:30 to 8 p.m. Chil-
dren, youth, and families are 
invited to come down to the 

boathouse for free kayaking, 
fishing, and more. No reg-
istration needed, all equip-
ment & instruction provided. 
Enjoy the outdoors from our 
boathouse at Holyoke Rows, 
25 Jones Ferry Rd, in Holy-
oke. This program is offered 
as part of the Massachusetts 
DCR Summer Nights grant 
program. 

Holyoke Rows announces free youth kayaking Parish Cupboard to hold pickleball fundraiser

HOLYOKE – A Greek 
Festival will be held on Sat-
urday, Aug. 23 at the Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church Grounds from 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at 410 Main 

Street, Holyoke. Greek food, 
pastries music, vendors and 
family-friendly features. We 
look forward to sharing an-
other “Greek Day in Holy-
oke” with you.  Admission 

is free; Ample parking. For 
more information, con-
tact Sharon at 533-9880 or 
email holytrinityofholyoke@
gmail.com

Greek Festival to be held August 23
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Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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our publications. Go to 
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photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on 
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local 
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the 
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for that 

Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be print-
ed. No letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the volume 
of letters received is larger than the space available 
in the newspaper, or if the letters become repeti-
tive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the 
Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

Guest Column

Revisit wildflower gardening
After driving by 

an exqui-
site wild-

flower border, I 
was prompted to 
revisit and up-
date a column I 
wrote some years 
back on the topic of 
wildflowers.

If you wish to 
give the natural look 
a go, preparation is the 
key. Read on for more useful 
advice.

Wildflower or meadow 
gardens can be beautiful, 
even breathtaking, if prop-
erly cared for. Besides being 
pretty, they are low mainte-
nance and environmentally 
friendly, and they often at-
tract butterflies, bees and 
other pollinators.  

Our goal at the time of 
sowing is a grass-free, weed-
free seed bed. Since wild-
flower seed is sown in winter 
or early spring, we have lots 
of time achieve that goal.  

At summer’s end rototill 
the spot intended for your 
wildflowers. If the grass is 
especially thick you may 
need to go over it several 
times. Allow what is left of 
the grass to decompose. 

Pull any weeds that 
sprout, or lightly cultivate 
the soil – don’t go too deep 
or you’ll expose more weed 
seeds to the light! You can 
also skip the tiller, and eradi-
cate the grass by use of black 
plastic or a tarp- of course 
you’ll have to look at it for 
several weeks!  

If that’s okay, then start 
now by mowing the grass 
as close as possible. Lay the 
black plastic or tarp on top 
and secure it in place with 
bricks or rocks. The heat, 
coupled with the absence 

of    light will kill the grass 
underneath.  

 By early fall you will be 
able to rake away any debris 
that remains. Plan to sow 
your seeds in early spring.

There are many wildflow-
er mixes to choose from. I’d 
recommend selecting one 
that is suited to the north-
east.  

A mix that contains both 
annual and perennial flow-
ers is a good option – the 
annuals providing you with 
color the first year while the 
perennials are establishing 
themselves.  

Don’t skimp on the seed. 
In fact, use up to three times 
more than the packet says 
you need to ensure you’ll 
end up with lots of blooms. 
To avoid bare spots, divide 
your seed in half and sow 
the entire area with the first 
half, then go to the second.  

Don’t cover the seed at 
all, just firm it into the soil. 
A lawn roller works great!  

Gently water until your 
seeds have sprouted and 
your plants are up and grow-
ing – this will usually take at 
least a month. Watch now, 
as the season unfolds in all 
of its beauty!

At the end of the growing 
season, after the plants have 
gone to seed, you should 
mow the entire field with 

your mower on its highest 
setting. This will pre-
vent trees and shrubs 

from establish-
ing themselves in 

your meadow. 
The mower 
will do a fair 

job of chopping 
up spent stems and 
leaves – just let them 
fall where they will.  

First, they will act as 
winter mulch. Then, over 
time they will break down 
and add organic matter to 
the soil – just as leaves and 
twigs do in the woods. In the 
absence of a mower you can 
go the old fashioned route 
and cut the meadow with a 
scythe or hedge clippers.  

In all instances care 
should be taken not to dam-
age the crown of the plants, 
this can severely weaken or 
even kill perennial wildflow-
ers.

As far as fertilizers go, 
wildflowers generally don’t 
need it! In fact, rich soil 
does more harm than good, 
causing weeds to thrive and 
compete with your flow-
ers for sunshine and water.  
Speaking of water, once your 
meadow is established it will 
only require water in cases 
of severe drought or if you 
plan to re-sow annual seeds 
in bare spots the following 
spring. 

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.    

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
I am curious about the 

“formula” to decide when to 
take Social Security while still 
working. 

I am past the Full Retire-
ment Age. How do you best 
address such? Should we 
schedule a call? 

Signed: Wondering When
 

Dear Wondering: 
Well, you can always 

contact us by phone on 
1-888-750-2622 to speak to 
one of our certified Social 
Security Advisors or you 
can send your questions to 
us via email at SSadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. You 
don’t need to pre-schedule 
a meeting, as we have mul-
tiple advisors answering the 
phone on most normal busi-
ness days. If they all happen 
to be busy when you call, 
simply leave a voicemail and 
an Advisor will return your 
call promptly.  

For starters, since you 
have reached your Full Re-
tirement Age, know that 
your work earnings will no 
longer negatively affect your 
Social Security benefits. You 
can earn as much as pos-
sible and your monthly SS 
amount will be the same, 
based on your average life-
time monthly earnings for 
your highest 35 years and 
based on your age when you 
claim. Since you have not yet 
claimed SS, you are already 
earning Delayed Retirement 
Credits, which increase your 
monthly SS amount by .667% 
for each month you continue 
to delay. That’s 8% for each 
full year you delay past your 
FRA.  You should not, how-
ever, wait longer than age 
70 to claim because that is 
when you will get your max-
imum SS benefit amount. 
For you, that means that 
your age 70 amount will be 
28% more than the amount 
you would have received at 
your FRA of 66 years and 6 
months in October 2023 and 
about 15% more than if you 
were to claim now.  

Note too, that if your 
more recent income is 
among the highest of your 
lifetime, Social Security 
will automatically increase 
your monthly SS retirement 
amount to account for that 
event. They will check your 
work earnings each year to 
see if you are entitled to a 
larger SS amount because of 

your recent earnings.  
Since (according to your 

AMAC member record) you 
are married, you may also 
wish to consider whether 
your wife will get a spousal 
benefit from you when you 
claim. If your wife’s person-
al SS retirement amount 
at her FRA is less than the 
amount you were entitled 
to at your FRA, then she will 
get a spousal boost when 
you claim. With her spou-
sal boost (if claimed at her 
FRA), her total SS benefit 
should be about 50% of your 
FRA benefit amount not half 
of the higher amount you 
will get because you waited 
longer to claim. But your 
wife cannot get a spousal 
boost until you are collect-
ing your SS. 

And here is something 
else to think about: received 
SS benefits will become part 
of your overall income taxed 
by the IRS when you submit 
your income tax return. If 
you file your income tax as 
“married/jointly” and your 
combined income from all 
sources is more than $32,000 
then some of your SS ben-
efits will become taxable 
income. If your combined 
income is between $32,001 
and $44,000, then half of 
the SS benefits you received 
during the tax year becomes 
part of your taxable income. 
Or, if your combined income 
from all sources exceeds 
$44,000, then about 85% of 
your received SS benefits 
will become part of your in-
come taxed by the IRS. Just 
something to keep in mind, 
especially since you are still 
working. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

What is the formula for deciding 
when to to claim?

Veterans Cemetery friends group holding golf tournament
AGAWAM — The Friends 

of the Massachusetts Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery at 
Agawam and the Friends of 
the Agawam Veterans Coun-
cil proudly announce their 
First Annual Golf Tourna-
ment in support of Wreaths 
Across America, a nation-
al effort to honor and re-
member our fallen veterans 

during the holiday season.
This exciting event prom-

ises a day of camaraderie, re-
membrance, and community 
support. Golfers, sponsors, 
and community members 
are invited to participate and 
help lay wreaths at the graves 
of veterans resting at the 
Agawam Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery this December.

Event Details: 18 Holes of 
Golf with a cart, lunch, din-
ner and a raffle entry.

Location: Agawam Mu-
nicipal Golf Course

Date: Aug. 31
Time: 12 noon
Registration Options:
• Individual Golfer: $125
• Team of Four: $450
• Dinner Only: $30

• Tee Sponsor: $100 (Com-
pany or “In Memory of ” ded-
ication)

• Other Sponsorship Op-
portunities Available

Payments Accepted:
• Check (payable to FM-

VMCA, PO Box 03, Feeding 
Hills, MA 01030)

• Venmo
• Credit Card (by phone)

To Register or Sponsor:
Contact Marline Clare-

mont at 413-221-9548 or 
email wreathfriends@gmail.
com. Registration forms are 
available upon request.

Join us in honoring those 
who served with a round of 
golf, good food, and great 
company—all for a noble 
cause.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Pacific Standard 

Time
  4. Extracts through 

heating and melting
 10. Express delight
 11. More curvy
 12. Expression of 

uncertainty
 14. Indicates before
 15. Daughter of Hera 

and Zeus
 16. Southwestern CA 

city
 18. Unified
 22. Less attractive
 23. Base of jellies
 24. A large and noisy 

party
 26. He was traded for 

Luka
 27. Wolverine genus
 28. «Happy Days» 

actress Moran
 30. Root of taro plant
 31. Student 

environmental 
group (abbr.)

 34. Silk garments
 36. Unique power
 37. Ray Liotta cop film
 39. Leak slowly 

through
 40. Notion
 41. Atomic #55
 42. Fixed in one place
 48. About heat
 50. Type of baseball 

pitch
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. Large wading birds
 53. Similar
 54. Time zone
 55. Atomic #34
 56. Program
 58. Old world, new

 59. Contrary belief
 60. «To the __ degree»

CLUES DOWN
  1. Plain-woven fabric
  2. Classed
  3. Suppositions
  4. Midway between 

south and west
  5. Tropical American 

trees
  6. Leveled
  7. Published false 

statement
  8. Adolescent
  9. Junior’s father
 12. Aurochs
 13. Not low
 17. Boxing’s GOAT
 19. Short musical 

composition
 20. Small immature 

herrings

 21. Eavesdropper
 25. Parcels of land
 29. Anger
 31. Irritations
 32. Hindu holy man
 33. Wicker basket for 

fish
 35. Natural object
 38. Transporting in a 

vehicle
 41. A dog is one
 43. Smaller portion
 44. Sew
 45. Belonging to a 

thing
 46. Horsley and 

Greenwood are two
 47. Scottish language
 49. Producer
 56. Exclamation of 

surprise
 57. Russian river

Schools & YouthSchools & Youth

Roger Williams 
University announces 
2025 graduates

BRISTOL, RI – The follow-
ing students received their 
degrees in May as part of the 
Class of 2025.

Siobhan McMahon of 

Agawam, MA received a B.A. 
in Psychology

Zack Wieners of Agawam, 
MA received a Master of Ar-
chitecture

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE xx

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Full-time Park Administrator for a large, over-55 mo-
bile home community. Responsibilities include over-
seeing facilities and maintenance crew, as well as 
enforcement of cooperative rules. Individual would 
be expected to take an active role in day-to-day op-
erations, in coordination with President, Board of Di-
rectors, maintenance crew and office staff. 

Requirements include previous management expe-
rience; general knowledge of building, property and 
vehicle maintenance; excellent organizational, com-
munications, and time-management skills. 

Resumes can be sent to: 
Pine Valley Plantation Cooperative, 
281 Chauncey Walker St., OFC30, 

Belchertown, MA 01007
or emailed to office@pvpco-op.com

Attention: Richard Kelleher, President

 Please include days and times that you would be 
available for an in-person interview.

Park Administrator 

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

COLLEGE NOTES

Croteau named 
AHCA/Krampade 
All-American Scholar

ANNVILLE, PA – Camer-
on Croteau of Feeding Hills, 
Mass., is one of eight Leba-
non Valley College ice hockey 
players named AHCA/Kram-
pade All-American Scholars 
for the 2024-2025 season.

Croteau, a graduate of 
Tec Connections Academy, 
is pursuing a bachelor of sci-
ence in exercise science at 
The Valley.

A student-athlete must 

have attained a 3.75 GPA 
for each semester and have 
appeared in 40% of the 
team’s games to qualify as 
an All-American Scholar. 
Exceptions were granted to 
injured players and back-up 
goaltenders. Schools were 
also required to be members 
of the AHCA. There were 664 
men and 459 women who 
were recognized in Division 
II and Division III.

UTampa student 
Zomek earns 
Dean’s List honors

TAMPA, FL – Madison 
Zomek, of Feeding Hills, 
earned dean’s list honors at 
University of Tampa as a Se-
nior in the Spring 2025 se-
mester. Zomek is majoring 

in Criminology and Criminal 
Justice BS. Students must 
maintain a GPA of 3.75 or 
higher to be eligible for the 
dean’s list.

FHCC holding a paint night
AGAWAM – Join us 

for an evening of painting 
and FUNraising to benefit 
Church World Services at 
Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church, located on 21 North 
Westfield Street, on Friday, 
Aug. 8 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  
The cost is $35 and includes 
all the materials needed to 
paint a canvas of candlelit 
mason jars.

CWS is a faith-based glob-
al organization providing re-

lief for communities plagued 
by hunger, poverty, displace-
ment and disaster.  Recently 
Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church put together health 
and school kits to help with 
disasters like the flooding in 
Texas and the Carolinas.

Deadline for registration 
is August 4th.  For further 
information and to register 
contact Linda 413-896-4041 
or Mary Beth at 413-426-
2319.

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

HCC awarded $423K federal grant for 
TRIO student support program

HOLYOKE — The U.S. De-
partment of Education has 
awarded Holyoke Commu-
nity College a TRIO Student 
Support Services grant of 
$423,190 to improve college 
retention and graduation 
rates among low-income, 
first-generation students, 
and students with disabili-
ties.

This award, which runs 
through June 2026, marks 
the continuation of more 
than 30 years of TRIO SSS 
services at HCC. Since 1993, 
the program has served 
thousands of HCC students, 
helping them stay in school, 
earn degrees, and build 
meaningful careers.

SSS is one of eight feder-
al TRIO programs funded 
under the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 to remove so-
cial, academic, and cultural 
barriers to higher educa-
tion. Since its inception in 
1968, TRIO SSS has helped 
millions of low-income, 
first-generation students 
graduate from college and 
contribute to their commu-
nities and the economy. 

Through individualized 
services including academ-
ic tutoring, financial aid, 
scholarship guidance, ca-
reer exploration, personal 
and academic counseling, 
and mentoring, TRIO SSS 
empowers students to over-
come barriers to success. 
These comprehensive sup-
ports make it significantly 

more likely that students 
will complete their degrees 
or successfully transfer, with 
the lowest possible debt.

“The TRIO Student Sup-
port Services program at 
Holyoke Community Col-
lege empowers students 
to achieve their academic 
goals through personal-
ized academic support as 
they navigate both educa-
tional challenges and per-
sonal growth,” said Elsie 
Rodriguez-Garcia, director 
of TRIO programs at HCC. 
“Through mentorship, guid-
ance, and valuable resourc-
es, TRIO inspires students 
to realize their full potential 
and thrive during their col-
lege journey. TRIO is more 
than just a support service, 
it is a community that en-
gages, encourages, and up-
lifts students – fostering 
resilience, persistence, and 
lasting success beyond col-
lege.”

Nationally, the TRIO 
SSS program has a proven 
track record. According to 
a 2019 evaluation by the 
U.S. Department of Educa-

tion, students in TRIO SSS 
at two-year institutions 
were 48 percent more likely 
to earn an associate degree 
or transfer to a four-year 
school, and students at 
four-year institutions were 
18 percent more likely to 
earn a bachelor’s degree 
compared to similar peers 
not in the program.

“TRIO programs general-
ly and TRIO SSS in particu-
lar transform students from 
the least resourced back-
grounds into college grad-
uates,” said Kimberly Jones, 
president of the Council for 
Opportunity in Education in 
Washington, D.C. “This vital 
program makes all the dif-
ference for nearly a million 
students each year across 
the country.”

Notable alumni of the 
TRIO Student Support 
Services program include 
Michael Cashman, town 
supervisor of Plattsburgh, 
N.Y.; former NASA astronaut 
José Hernández; and Cheryl 
Johnson, 36th Clerk of the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives. 

TRIO SSS student Danyelle 
Foster celebrates her 
graduation from Holyoke 
Community College at 
Commencement on May 31. 
She earned an associate 
degree in criminal justice.

They are: President 
Rosemary Sandlin, Vice 
President Anthony Russo, 
longest-serving member of 
more than 30 years George 
Bitzas, Ed Borgatti, Thom-
as Hendrickson, Dino Mer-
cadante, Robert Rossi, Pe-
ter Smus, Anthony Suffriti, 
and Maria Valego. Gerald 
Smith has taken out papers, 
but has not returned them 
as of press time. 

Smus, Valego, and Bor-
gatti were elected to their 
first terms in the place 
Johnson, Calabrese, and 
Paul Cavallo, who retired 
after many terms on the 
council.

As of press time, other 
challengers besides Cal-
abrese are Mark Del Negro, 
Uduak Athalia Enyiema, 

Peter McNair, and Christine 
Rickmon. Richard Borsari 
has taken out papers but 
has not returned them yet.

On the School Commit-
tee, incumbent members 
AJ Christopher, Shelley Bor-

gatti-Reed, Dawn DeMat-
teo, Catherine MacDougal, 
Michael Perry, and Wendy 
Rua have all taken out nom-
ination papers. Only Mac-
Dougal and DeMatteo have 
not retuned them. Heather 
Zielenski is a possible chal-
lenger, having taken out pa-
pers, but not returned them 
as of press time.

The deadline to turn in 
nomination papers is Au-
gust and the general elec-
tion is Tuesday, Nov. 4.

A primary would be held 
four weeks before if there 
are more than two can-
didates per elected seat. 
In the case of mayor, that 
would be three candidates, 
city council, more than 
22 candidates, and school 
committee, more than 12 
candidates.

ELECTIONS  ❚   from page 1

Mayor Christopher Johnson 
is currently unopposed for 
re-election.

Former Councilor and mayor 
candidate Cecilia Calabrese 
is looking to re-gain her seat 
on the council in the election 
this fall. FILE PHOTOS
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Brownies 
hand 
Wilbraham 
first loss 
of summer

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Wednesday evening, Aga-
wam handed Wilbraham A 
Girls summer soccer their 
first loss of the season. 

Agawam prevailed 3-1 
in the matchup to notch its 
sixth win of the season. Aga-
wam is in fifth place in the 
A Division standings while 
Wilbraham is in third with a 
7-1-2 record. 

The playoffs are set for 
next week in the PVSSL.

WINCHESTER, New 
Hampshire – For Tommy 
Catalano, watching his 
brother Trevor earn his first 
NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour victory at Monadnock 
Speedway last year was 
emotional for several rea-
sons.

Trevor’s triumph came 
in only his eighth NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour ap-
pearance. Entering Satur-
day’s Duel at the Dog 200 
at Monadnock Speedway, 
Tommy had 96 career starts 
on his resume, none of 
which had resulted in a win 
despite several close calls.

Years of patience and 
hard work brought a second 
Catalano to Monandock’s 
Victory Lane in thrilling 
fashion.

Tommy was tasked with 
fending off Patrick Emer-
ling during an overtime 
restart while on older tires. 
Emerling briefly took the 
lead from Tommy, but a 
nudge to Emerling’s back 
bumper knocked him out 
of the groove just enough 
for Tommy to earn an emo-
tional breakthrough victory 
by the slimmest of margins 
– .007 seconds.

“I didn’t really want to 
get [Emerling] like that into 
[turn three],” Tommy said. “I 
was hoping to kind of move 
him up the hill a little bit. 
Everyone was kind of tight 
right there. Justin [Bon-
signore] was right on my 
bumper. It’s unbelievable.

“Hopefully this isn’t the 
last one.”

After starting 12th, Tom-
my cycled to the second 
position after electing to 
stay on track during a cau-
tion with 42 laps remaining 
that, ironically, involved his 
brother Trevor.

Tommy lined up second 
behind Luke Baldwin for 
the ensuing restart, with 
Tyler Rypkema providing 
the two a buffer between 
Emerling, who led the re-
maining lead lap cars off pit 
road. Knowing he needed 
to move quickly, Tommy 
dove underneath Baldwin 
in Turn 1 to take the lead, 
which also pinned Emerling 
on the top line.

By the time Emerling 
worked his way back to sec-
ond behind Tommy, anoth-
er caution would trigger an 
overtime restart. The fast-
est car at Monadnock all 
evening would now be lined 
up to Tommy’s outside for 
the final two-lap sprint, but 
even with the odds against 
him, the seasoned veteran 
was not ready to surrender 
the win just yet.

Emerling led at the white 
flag. Through determina-

tion and sheer will, Tommy 
led at the checkered flag, al-
beit just barely.

The scene in Victory 
Lane was nearly identical to 
last year’s Duel at the Dog 
250, with the only differ-
ence being the role reversal 
of the brothers.

As the Catalanos cele-
brated, Emerling felt a mix 
of frustration and disap-
pointment with his sec-
ond-place effort. He was 
critical of the maneuver 
Tommy pulled on him to 
take the victory but does 
not plan to linger on Satur-
day’s defeat for long.

“We had the best car 
today,” Emerling said. “We 
led basically the whole race 
and the whole team exe-
cuted really good. We were 
doing exactly what we had 
to do and had the race won 
in the last corner but got 
smashed out of the way. 
That’s not the type of racing 
that I do, but I guess that’s 
how it goes.”

If Emerling had edged 
Tommy at the line, he would 
have snapped a streak of 
different winners to open 
2025, having previously 
won at New Smyrna Speed-
way. Austin Beers’ victory 
at Lancaster Motorplex last 
weekend tied the record for 
seven different winners in 
seven events that was set in 
1999.

Instead, Tommy’s valiant 
effort during the final laps 
set a new NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour record; eight 
winners in the first eight 
races.

Building up Catalano 
Motorsports has been a 
prolonged, methodical ef-
fort not only by Tommy, but 
his mother Amy, his father 
Dave, his brothers and ev-
ery member of his team. 
That elusive first victory 
finally arrived on Saturday, 
a day Tommy wasn’t sure 
would ever materialize.

“It’s just nuts,” Tommy 
said. “You see all the peo-
ple that have won so far 
this year and if you said 
any of them were going to 
win their second race [this 
year], that wouldn’t have 
surprised me at all. To come 
here and do what we did is 
phenomenal.

“You start getting down 
thinking it’s not meant to 
be, but you keep plugging 
away and keep at it.”

Kyle Bonsignore finished 
third in his 100th NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour 
start, followed by his cous-
in Justin Bonsignore and 
Beers. The rest of the top 10 
included Rypkema, Bald-
win, Stephen Kopcik, Craig 
Lutz and Anthony Nocella.

DEVENS – Earlier this 
month, the entrant from 
Western Massachusetts 
captured the gold in this 
year’s Bay State Summer 
Games for softball.

The tournament began 
this year with West team 
actually suffering a loss 3-0 
in the opener playing in 
the Willard Field Complex 
in Devens. The tournament 
started on July 8 with two 
games. Following an open-
ing loss, the West bounced 
back with a 4-3 win over 
the Northeast team.

Action continued on 
Wednesday July 9 as the 

West scored two wins in 
the game. They defeat-
ed Metro 2-1 and then 
trounced on the Central 
Mass. team 10-2 to earn 
a spot in the gold medal 
game, which took place on 
Thursday, July 10. The West 
found itself in a rematch 
with Coastal and this time 
prevailed in a slugfest, win-
ning 11-7.

Among the players on 
this year’s team from West-
ern Mass., Chelsea Hull of 
Monson High School, Aga-
wam’s Alexina Lentes, and 
Holyoke’s Mia Bauer were 
on the team. 

Western Mass. softball captures gold

Tommy Catalano 
scores win 
at Monadnock

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Left: Megan Fitzgerald fights 
for possession.

Gabriella Ramos looks to settle the ball.

Bella Shunaman focuses on the ball as she nears the sideline.Laura Parolo carefully dribbles into the offensive end.

Makayla Rosario takes a shot on goal.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Four days af-
ter giving up a pair of stop-
page time goals and having 
to settle for a tie against 
rival Vermont Green FC 
in the regular season fina-
le, the Western Mass. Pio-
neers hosted the Long Is-
land Rough Riders in a USL 
League Two play-in match.

Once again, the Pioneers 
held a two-goal advantage 
late in the second half, but 
this time there wouldn’t be 
any miracle comeback by 
the opposing team. The Pi-

oneers advanced into the 
Eastern Conference quar-
terfinals with a 2-0 shutout 
victory before a large crowd 
at Lusitano Stadium, last 
Tuesday night. 

“We’re very happy with 
this result, especially after 
what happened on Friday 
night,” said longtime West-
ern Mass. Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari.  “It 
was in the back of my mind 
during tonight’s game. You 
just hope it doesn’t happen 
again.” 

The Pioneers, who fin-
ished the regular season 
with a 10-1-3 record, played 

their last home game of the 
season.

Pioneers’ goalie Trey 
Sheppard, who made his 
first home start of the sea-
son against Vermont, was 
feeling much better after 
posting his first shutout 
against the Rough Riders.

“I didn’t sleep very well 
the other night, but I re-
ceived a lot of support from 
my teammates,” said Shep-
pard, who’s from Columbus, 
Ohio. “I just forgot about 
the past and focused on to-
night’s game. I’m really look-
ing forward to playing for 
this team again next year.”

Sheppard is also one of 
the goalies listed on the Am-
herst College men’s soccer 
roster. The Mammoths are 
the defending NCAA Divi-
sion 3 National Champions.

Sheppard, who’s going to 
be a sophomore in the fall, 
missed most of the Pioneers 
regular season because the 
Amherst men’s soccer team 
made a trip to Europe where 
they played several matches. 

“It was definitely a very 
cool experience,” he said. 
“We played a few games 
over there, but I’m very glad 
they gave me an opportunity 
to play here.”

Sheppard certainly en-
joyed having a solid defense 
in front of him led by Pio-
neers captain Aidan Kelly, 
who’s a member of the UMa-
ss-Amherst men’s soccer 
team.

“Aidan is a great de-
fender,” Sheppard said. “He 
makes all of the plays.”

The other three Pioneers 
starting defenders in the 
home finale were Jaiden 
Willems, Juan Hermoso, and 
Gustavo Barosa.

Willems suffered an inju-
ry in the middle of the first 
half against Long Island (9-
3-1). He was replaced by Jar-

ed Smith.
“I thought Jared was the 

man of the match,” Shep-
pard added. “We have a very 
good defense.”

The play-in match was 
scoreless until the 26th min-
ute of the opening half.

That’s when Mamadi Ji-
ana, who graduated from 
Chicopee High School, re-
ceived a pass from Israel 
Neto before blasting a shot 
into the net.

“I felt very good after 
scoring what turned out to 

GREEN BAY, WI – The 
Massachusetts Pirates were 
held to just 10 points in the 
second half as the Green Bay 
Blizzard clinched a berth in 
the upcoming Indoor Foot-
ball League playoffs with a 
56-27 victory at the Resch 
Center. The Pirates (7-8) led 
three times in the first half 
but could not slow down the 
Blizzard (10-5) as Green Bay 
swept the season series from 
Massachusetts.

The Pirates took the 
opening kickoff and put to-
gether an 11-play drive that 
resulted in a 24-yard field 
goal by Josh Gable for the 
first points of the contest. 
The Blizzard wasted no time 
coming back as quarter-
back Max Meylor threw two 
passes to JT Davis and then 
handed off to Kymani Clarke 
for a two-yard touchdown 
run for a 7-3 lead.

The Pirates would re-
claim the lead with 52 sec-
onds on the clock in the 
quarter as quarterback 
Kenji Bahar scored his 26th 
rushing touchdown of the 
season on a one-yard scam-
per, capping a six-play 44-

yard drive, giving Massachu-
setts a 10-7 lead after one.

The second quarter saw 
both teams turn the ball 
over. The Blizzard were deep 
in their own territory and 
on second and 12 from the 
12, Meylor was intercepted 
by defensive back Smoke 
Monday, who returned it to 
the four-yard line. On the 
next play, Bahar fumbled the 
ball as he tried to hand off 
to Pooka Williams Jr. Scean 
Mustin recovered the ball, 
and it led to the Blizzard’s 
second score. Meylor threw 
a five-yard shovel pass to 
Lowell Patron for the third 
lead change of the game, 
with Green Bay out front 14-
10.

The Pirates’ offense al-
most misfired again on the 
next possession. With a first 
and goal at the three, Bahar 
fumbled again. This time he 
recovered at the 19. A defen-
sive pass interference penal-
ty moved the ball back to the 
four-yard line, and two plays 
later, it was Bahar running 
it in for his second rushing 
touchdown of the night to 
put Massachusetts back 

out front 17-14 with 3:36 re-
maining in the first half.

Green Bay would answer 
as Meylor threw his second 
touchdown pass of the half, 
as Andre Williams pulled in a 
12-yard strike. Andrew Mevis 
added the point after for a 21-
17 lead with 60 seconds on 
the clock. The Pirates drove 
all the way to the Green Bay 
six, but Gable’s 14-yard field 
goal attempt was no good 
as the Blizzard led by four 
points at the break.

Green Bay started the 
third quarter with a bang as 
on the first play Meylor threw 
a 30-yard touchdown pass to 
Williams, his second TD re-
ception of the game, to give 
the Blizzard an 11-point lead 
at 28-17.

The Pirates added a 25-
yard field goal from Gable 
to close the deficit to eight 
points with 8:12 remaining 
in the quarter, but the lead 
increased to 15 as Meylor 
connected with Patron for 
his second touchdown. The 
successful six-play, 30-yard 
drive gave the Blizzard the 
confidence to attempt an 
onside kick. The kick was re-

covered by Green Bay’s Kevin 
Ransom, and five plays later, 
it was Meylor throwing his 
fifth touchdown pass of the 
game. Clarke made a six-yard 
TD reception, and the quar-
ter ended with the Blizzard 
leading 41-20.

The fourth quarter be-
gan with the Pirates scoring 
on a six-play 30-yard drive 
with Bahar hitting Teo Red-
ding with a clutch four-yard 
touchdown pass from five 
yards out. Gable’s PAT made 
the score 41-27 with 9:42 to 
play.

The Blizzard would score 
the next two touchdowns 
as TJ Davis found the end 
zone from 27 yards out on 
Meylor’s sixth TD pass of the 
game. Then Ransom inter-
cepted Bahar and returned 
it 28 yards for a touchdown. 
Green Bay’s good fortune 
continued as the conversion 
snap bounced to Mevis, who 
executed a perfect drop kick 
to make the final score 56-27.

The Pirates’ final regular 
season game will be next 
Friday night at the Tsongas 
Center at 7:05 against the Bay 
Area Panthers.

Mass. Pirates near end of regular season

HOLYOKE – The Valley 
Blue Sox had great offensive 
success in their 14-11 victo-
ry over the Sanford Mainers. 
Valley (16-19) had the bats 
going early thanks to short-
stop Michael Elko and right 
fielder Isaac Wachsmann, 
however, Sanford (18-18) 
started the offensive explo-
sion first. 

In the top of the first, 
Mainers’ Zack Kent singled 
up the middle to score Do-
menico Tozzi. Peter Keblin-
sky scored an earned run on 
an E2 by Hayden Perry and 
Kent scored unearned. San-
ford had a dominant top of 
the second inning, scoring 

four more insurance runs 
thanks to wild pitches and an 
error by the Blue Sox. 

Valley found their footing 
in the bottom of the inning. It 
started with Wyatt Hunt be-
ing hit by a pitch which was 
followed by Andrew Loikits’ 
double. An E6 error occurred 
which allowed Hunt to score 
and Loikits to advance to 
third. Kai Cunningham then 
singled into center field scor-
ing Loikits. Cunningham 
found his way down to sec-
ond base on a nice steal and 
was then driven in to score 
off of a single by Chris Car-
son. It was now 7-3 at the end 
of two innings. 

Sanford acquired two run-
ners on first and second be-
fore Sam Miller nuked a three 
run home run shot into left 
field to make it 10-3 heading 
into the bottom of the third.

Just when it looked like 
the Blue Sox were going to be 
crushed by the Mainers, Val-
ley had an incredible offen-
sive explosion. Wachsmann 
crushed a homer into left 
field to start the scoring fren-
zy. Nichoals Spaventa and 
Hunt walked and then Loi-
kits reached first base on an 
E1 which allowed Spaventa 
to score to make it 10-5. Cun-
ningham hit a sac ground 
out to score Hunt and ad-

vance Loikits. Hayden Perry 
walked to reach first. Carson 
drove a ball into left center 
to score Loikits and advance 
Perry to third. Then Michael 
Elko came to the plate. Elko 
ripped a triple into right field 
scoring Perry, Carson and 
himself on a E4 to tie the 
game at 10-10. Wachsmann 
came up to bat for the second 
time that inning and crushed 
a homer into the same exact 
spot as before to give Valley 
their first lead of the night 
11-10 to end the inning. 

Wachsmann was hyped 
about his home runs. “There 
was not a lot going through 
my head [during the home 

runs.] I was just trying to put 
together good at bats and 
help the team get back into 
the game.”

Valley’s Head Coach Endy 
Morales was impressed with 
Wachsmann’s performance. 
“He’s a super talented guy 
and when pitchers make mis-
takes and when facing really 
good hitters, you make them 
pay, that’s just the name of 
the game right there.”

More scoring occurred 
in the bottom of the fourth. 
Hunt tripled which was then 
followed by Lokits walking 
and stealing second. Cun-
ningham then walked to 
load the bases up. Perry’s sac 

ground out scored Hunt and 
advanced Loikits to third. 
Carson walked and then Elko 
slapped a double off the cen-
ter field wall to drive in Loi-
kits and Carson. The Blue Sox 
were now up 14-10.

Sanford was ultimately 
not able to catch up to Val-
ley’s explosive offensive mo-
mentum as the game ended 
14-11 in favor of the Blue Sox. 

Morales was hyped about 
the win. “Absolutely incredi-
ble [game]. I told the [team] 
in the second inning this 
game was going to be a dog 
fight and they responded,” 
Morales said.  

Following up on the re-
sounding success of its inau-
gural campaign, the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, an 
over-28 adult baseball league 
will hold its second Fall 
League this September and 
October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environ-
ment to its spring/summer 
league, Quabbin Valley, with 
contributions from the Val-
ley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, created a four-team 
fall league last year featuring 
the Braves, Dodgers, Cardi-
nals, and Twins.

Those same four teams 
are set to return and each 
team tends to have openings 
on them. Additionally, the 
league is open to welcoming 
more teams in to the league if 
it finds enough interest.

While the fall league 
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games 
played with wood-bat only, 
which is customary for fall 
baseball. There could be 
some Saturday games added 

to the schedule depending on 
the completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to 
makeup rainouts, potentially. 
Games are nine-innings long 
and there is a small playoff 
and championship held at 
the end of the season. Last 
year’s fall season was eight 
games and that is the goal for 
this year. Free and low-cost 
fields are used as well as just 
one umpire in an effort to 
keep the costs lower for play-
ers. The cost to play will likely 
range from $40 to $60 for the 
eight-game schedule. Players 
from outside the Quabbin 
League may also pay a small 
fee for insurance as well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcoming 
soon, but until then, to ex-
press interest in the league, 
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or 
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Scheduled and team 
placement for unaffiliated 
players will be finalized in 
mid-to-late August. Please 
join in the fun this fall.

Valley Blue Sox scored slugfest win over Mainers before break

Quabbin Valley set to host 
second over-28 fall league

Above: Rees Sheppard socks a free kick away. Right: Jose Suarez Monaco goes after the ball.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Western Mass. Pioneers grab win in playoffs
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
Commonwealth of

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD24P1821PM
In the matter of:

Deborah Ann Bradford
Of: Feeding Hills, MA

RESPONDENT
(Person to be Protected/

Minor) 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 

CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 
PROTECTIVE ORDER 

PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304 & §5-405

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Stephanie M Bradford of 
Feeding Hills, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Deborah Ann Bradford is in 
need of a Conservator or other 
protective order and request-
ing that (or some other suit-
able person) be appointed as 
Conservator to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 

must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
08/11/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M. 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 14, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

07/24/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD25P1411GD
In the matter of: 
Roberta Fletcher 

Of: Feeding Hills, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 

OF PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, a pe-
tition has been filed by 

Donna Rosenberg of East 
Windsor, CT

Lynn Szatrowski of Feeding 
Hills, MA

in the above captioned matter 
alleging that Roberta Fletcher 
is in need of a Guardian and re-
questing that 

Donna Rosenberg of East 
Windsor, CT

Lynn Szatrowski of Feeding 
Hills, MA

(or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian to 
serve on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish to do 

so, you or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 a.m. on the re-
turn date of  08/14/2025. 

This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the writ-
ten appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the 
written appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to 
you. In addition to filing the writ-
ten appearance, you or your at-
torney must file a written affida-
vit stating the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-

ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  July 17, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

07/24/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court

50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103  

Docket No. 
HD22P0152PM
In the matter of: 

McKenna J O’Brien 
Of: Agawam, MA
Protected Person/

Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 

ACCOUNT 
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
you are hereby notified pursuant 
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental 
Rules of the Probate & Family 
Court, that the first account(s) 
of Robert Francis O’Brien of 
Agawam, MA as Conservator of 
the property of said Respondent 
has or have been presented to 
the Court for allowance.

You have the right to object 
to the account(s). If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 08/19/2025. This day is 
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to 
object to the account(s). If you 
fail to file the written appearance 
and objection by the return date, 
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you, 
including the allowance of the 
account(s). 

Additionally, within thirty 
days after said return day (or 
within such other time as the 
Court upon motion may order), 
you must file a written affidavit 
of objections stating the specific 
facts and grounds upon which 

each objection is based and a 
copy shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3 
of the Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court. 

You have the right to send to 
the Conservator, by registered or 
certified mail, a written request 
to receive a copy of the Petition 
and account(s) at no cost to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M. 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: Ju;y 16, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate

07/24/2025

Town of Agawam
Request for Proposals

The Town of Agawam is re-
questing sealed proposals for 
Workers’ Compensation Third 
Party Administration. RFP 
Packages will be available at 
10AM 7/21/25.  Packages are 
available via email at bids@
agawam.ma.us.  Proposals due 
by 8/7/25 at 3:30 PM. 
07/24/2025

be the game winning goal 
in front of the hometown 
crowd,” said Jiana, who 
mostly likely played his final 
match wearing a Pioneers 
jersey at Lusitano Stadi-
um. “It’s always very special 

whenever we’re playing at 
home.”   

A couple of minutes lat-
er, Neto fired a shot from 
the top of the box, but Long 
Island goalie Ethan Wood 
managed to knock the ball 
over the crossbar resulting 

in a corner kick.
The Pioneers held a 1-0 

halftime advantage.
In the middle of the sec-

ond half, Neto chipped a 
pass from the right side of 
the box to a wide Santiago 
Blasco Gomez, who put the 

ball into the net giving the 
Pioneers a 2-0 advantage.

Unlike what happened 
in the regular season finale, 
Sheppherd and the defense 
didn’t allow the Rough Rid-
ers to make a late come-
back.

PIONEERS  ❚   from page 9

Clockwise from above: Gustavo Barbosa gets a leg on the ball; Juan Hermoso heads up the field but eyes an open teammate.; Israel 
Neto makes a quick pass during recent action. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

They are: President Rose-
mary Sandlin, Vice Presi-
dent Anthony Russo, lon-
gest-serving member of 
more than 30 years George 
Bitzas, Ed Borgatti, Thom-
as Hendrickson, Dino Mer-
cadante, Robert Rossi, Peter 
Smus, Anthony Suffriti, and 
Maria Valego. Gerald Smith 
has taken out papers, but 
has not returned them as of 
press time. 

Smus, Valego, and Borgat-
ti were elected to their first 
terms in the place Johnson, 

Calabrese, and Paul Caval-
lo, who retired after many 
terms on the council.

As of press time, other 
challengers besides Cal-
abrese are Mark Del Negro, 
Uduak Athalia Enyiema, Pe-
ter McNair, and Christine 
Rickmon. Richard Borsari 
has taken out papers but has 
not returned them yet.

On the School Commit-
tee, incumbent members 
AJ Christopher, Shelley Bor-
gatti-Reed, Dawn DeMatteo, 
Catherine MacDougal, Mi-
chael Perry, and Wendy Rua 
have all taken out nomina-
tion papers. Only MacDou-

gal and DeMatteo have not 
retuned them. Heather Ziel-
enski is a possible challeng-
er, having taken out papers, 
but not returned them as of 
press time.

The deadline to turn in 
nomination papers is August 
and the general election is 
Tuesday, Nov. 4.

A primary would be held 
four weeks before if there 
are more than two candi-
dates per elected seat. In the 
case of mayor, that would be 
three candidates, city coun-
cil, more than 22 candidates, 
and school committee, more 
than 12 candidates.

ELECTIONS  ❚   from page 1NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PIANO FOR SALE
$100 or best offer.

 Call Judy at 413-419-8263.

NATIVE ULTIMATE 12
 FISHING KAYAK: 

Excellent Condition, always stored indoors.  
Adjustable seat, Scotty Rod Holders, Hum-
mingbird fish finder, trolling motor, paddle, 
Stohlquist fishing vest, and many extras. 
$600.

 Call Frank 413-537-5254

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

 Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations re-
paired, basement waterproofing systems, 
sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free esti-
mates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-1611, 
(413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

Full Time Position
 OIL BURNER SERVICE TECH

MA Oil Burner Tech License required. Full 
Time position with benefits and vacation. 
Local service area, no cities. Potential 
signing bonus based on experience. Call 
Sherman Oil to inquire. 508-867-7447 or 
email shermanoil@aol.com.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5 
hours each day. Duties include cleaning, 
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box 
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
 or call 413-284-0005.

THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
IS SEEKING A

 PART-TIME TREASURER.

$20,384 - $23,110 annual salary based 
on experience. Approximately 16 hours 
per week. Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.  Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters 
of interest and resumes from qualified can-
didates for a full-time Equipment Op-
erator/General Laborer position within 
the Highway Department. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s 
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.

More in-depth information can
be found on the Town’s website: 
www.worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the Highway 
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road, 
Monday – Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send 
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information 
to highway@worthington-ma.us and 
sboard@worthington-ma.us.
This posting will remain pertinent until the 
position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER

The Town of Peru Highway Department is 
now accepting applications for the posi-
tion of Truck Driver/Laborer. Preferred 
applicants will have a valid Class B CDL, 
Class 2A Hoisting license, and a current 
DOT Physical card. Construction and me-
chanical experience preferred. Must be 
able to work in all weather conditions. Po-
sition is full time 40hrs/week with manda-
tory overtime during snowstorms. Excellent 
benefits. 
Email resume to: townadmin@townof-
peruma.com or mail to Town of Peru, 
Board of Selectmen, 3 East Main 
Rd. Suite 107, Peru MA 01235. 
For additional information contact the High-
way Superintendent at (413) 655-8224.
(The Town of Peru is an equal opportunity 
employer).

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WARE: 3 BDRM., quiet dead end street. 
Refrig/stove/off-street parking. $1300/mo. 
First/last. (508) 723-2638.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES AUTO HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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events, features police, fire 
and EMS, and often features 
demonstrations and their 
cruisers, fire trucks, and 
ambulances on display.

Agawam has also often 
displayed its DPW and oth-
er town vehicles for display, 
and has added multiple food 
and other business vendors 
along with many activities 
for children.

The Summerfest summer 
concert series has usually 
held a concert on the same 
night in the band shell, but 
with the event moving to a 
Friday evening, there will be 
a movie in the park follow-
ing the conclusion of Na-
tional Night Out.

The free movie is sched-
uled to be “Inside Out 2” and 
popcorn will be provided to 
those who attend.

Families and the entire 
communities are encour-
aged to come out, meet the 
police, fire, and other public 
safety officials that serve the 
community. The event is for 
everyone, though there will 
be many activities geared 
toward children.

NIGHT OUT  ❚   from page 1

hope to do many more in the 
future. 

Having the escape rooms 
at the library can give people 
a safe and free way to try out 
the escape room experience. 

There is an upcoming 
escape room planned for 
adults to enjoy. This will take 
place on Tuesday, July 29 in 
three separate sessions. 

The first session is 2 p.m. 
to 3 p.m., the second is 5:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and the 
third is from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Another fun event is vid-
eo game bingo for kids in 
grades three and four. This 
will be on Thursday, July 31 
at 3 p.m.

Additionally, the library’s 

summer reading program 
is still in full swing. People 
are still welcome to sign up 
and join the summer reading 
challenge for the chance to 
earn prizes. 

The library has a com-
munity goal of reading 5,000 
hours this summer, so the 
more people who join the 
challenge the better. 

“We are already at 2,800 
hours of reading and we’re 
halfway through our sum-
mer programs,” Weingart 
said. “Please sign up today 
to help us reach our commu-
nity goal.”

To keep up to date on all 
the different library events, 
go to https://www.agawam-
library.org/.

APL  ❚   from page 1

Teens worked together to puzzle through a wizard-themed escape room. 

Clockwise from top left: The Emergency Management Department 
came out to support National Night Out last year; People gathered 
around the Friends of the Agawam Cemetery tent to receive 
different bead necklaces and learn about their organizations 
during the 2024 event; The fire department put on a jaws of life 
demonstration for the gathered audience. 

FILE PHOTOS

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Learn about a proposed natural gas  
system upgrade in your area.

Si necesita que le traduzcan esta notificación, envíenos un correo electrónico a  
Projectinfoma@eversource.com y escriba “Gas Reliability Project” en el asunto.

Если вам нужен перевод данного уведомления, отправьте электронное письмо по адресу 
Projectinfoma@eversource.com, указав в строке темы «Проект по обеспечению надежности газа».

Location:  
UMass Center at Tower Square, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA

Event Date/Time: Thursday, August 7th 
6:00 PM—Open
6:30 PM–8:00 PM—Informational & Listening Session 

Guest Services to be Provided:
• Tower Square parking vouchers 
• Childcare available
• Refreshments throughout the duration of the event 
• Spanish and Russian translation available

Visit eversource.com/wma-gas-reliability to learn more about the 
proposed project and see details about the Informational & Listening 
Session, and to access the event virtually if you are unable to attend 
in person. 
 

Questions?
For more information, please email Eversource at   
projectinfoma@eversource.com  or call 833-836-0302.  
You can also keep up to date on the project by visiting our website at 
eversource.com/wma-gas-reliability, or by scanning the QR code 
below with your smart device.

The Western Mass Reliability Project Informational & Listening
Session (in-person and virtual) will provide more information 
on efforts to improve system reliability to existing natural gas 
customers in the Greater Springfield area. This project includes 
constructing a new point-of-delivery (POD) station in Longmeadow 
and installing, upgrading, and operating a steel main between this 
new POD station and the company’s Bliss Street Regulator Station  
in Springfield. 

Please join us in person or virtually at our Informational & Listening 
Session on Thursday, August 7th, where you’ll learn what this project 
will mean for the Greater Springfield area. Project team members will 
be available to provide information and answer your questions.


