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Bob Bloom’s concert
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Elections are 
swiftly approaching for the town, 
with the preliminary election tak-
ing place on Tuesday, Oct. 10 and 
the general election on Tuesday, 
Nov. 7. 

Voters have until Sept. 29 to 
register to vote in the preliminary 
election and until Oct. 27 to regis-
ter for the general election. 

On the ballot will be the posi-
tions of mayor, city council and 
school committee. 

Currently, five residents of 
Agawam have taken out papers 
to run for mayor. They are: City 
Councilor Cecilia Calabrese, Wil-
liam Clark, Council President 
Christopher Johnson, Andy Mon-
tefusco and City Councilor Rose-
mary Sandlin. 

As of Thursday, July 27, only 
Calabrese and Johnson had re-
turned their papers. 

For the city council, a total of 
13 people have taken out papers 
to run for a position. 

Ten of those who have taken 
out papers to run for a position 
are current members of the city 
council. This includes: George 
Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Paul 
Cavallo, Thomas Hendrickson, 
Dino Mercadante, Robert Rossi, 
Anthony Russo, Rosemary San-
dlin, Gerald Smith and Anthony 
Suffriti. 

Therefore, the only person on 
the city council currently who 
has not taken out papers to run 
for reelection is Johnson, who has 
returned his papers declaring his 
run for mayor.

Candidates cannot run for 
multiple positions, therefore if a 
citizen took out papers for more 
than one position, they are only 
able to appear on the ballot for 
one of those. Therefore, given that 
Calabrese has declared her run 
for mayor, she will not appear on 
the ballot for a city council posi-
tion.

Challengers for the city coun-
cil seats are Edward Borgatti, Su-
san Dawson and Maria Valego. 

Of those who have taken out 
papers for a seat on the council, 
nine have returned them. These 
nine are: Bitzas, Borgatti, Hen-
drickson, Mercadante, Rossi, 

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The bus company 
Lower Pioneer Valley Educational 
Collaborative is planning to put 
in an employee parking lot at 384 
Shoemaker Lane in Agawam.

They presented their site plan 
to the Planning Board at the 
meeting on Thursday, July 20. 

During this meeting the plan-
ning board approved the site 
plan, though they did request 
some landscaping be added in or-
der to ensure that the lot wouldn’t 
detract from the appearance of 
the area.

“The planning board doesn’t 
have any issues with this, they did 
ask for some landscaping and for 
some trees to be planted to pro-
vide a visual aesthetic to the park-
ing lot,” Planning Director Pamela 
Kerr said.

The parking lot will have 127 
paved parking spaces for the em-
ployees to use. 

Due to the lot, there will be 
two curb cuts off of Shoemaker 
Lane into the parking lot. 

There will be a sidewalk in-
stalled as well in order to ensure 
that the area is easily and safely 
accessible. 

“The sidewalk will provide pe-
destrian access from the parking 
lot to the facility,” Kerr said. 

On top of the sidewalk, the 
project will include stormwater 
management and site lighting.

According to Kerr, LPVEC also 
has further plans to do more work 
on the bus lot at 384 Shoemaker 
Lane, with representatives plan-
ning to return to the planning 
board at a future meeting to pres-
ent the plan for that location. 

The LPVEC, which provides 
vocational education services for 
students in the Agawam Public 
Schools, also provides the bus 
services for the community as 
well as a couple of other commu-
nities nearby, including South-
wick.

“I think it’s part of a bigger 
picture for the bus company…the 
planning board supports local 
businesses and doesn’t have any 
issues with [the project],” Kerr 
said. 

LPVEC 
to locate 
parking

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – KidsFest at 
School Street Park continues 
with Drummer Bob Bloom’s 
concert on Wednesday, July 
26. 

Bloom was happy to bring 
his drumming skills to the 

children and families of Aga-
wam through his program 
“Drumming About You”. 
Throughout his performance, 
he made sure to make each 
attendee become a part of the 
show.

“Everything I do is about 
everybody participating, ev-
erybody,” Bloom said. “It’s all 

about that, it’s all about the 
level of interactivity. That’s 
why the program is called 
‘Drumming About You’, it’s 
not just to come watch.”

Each show attendee got to 
play three different percussion 
instruments, a drum, a shaker 
and a castanet. They also got 
a chance to dance and play 
with the scarves Bloom had 
brought. 

“They’re all going to play 
three different kinds of per-
cussion instruments and 
they’re also going to get up 
and do some movement with 
colorful scarves,” Bloom said. 

The program was a big hit, 
with everyone in the audience 
joining in on the fun.

Bloom emphasized that he 
believed his shows are so en-
joyable due to the level of in-
teraction he includes in every 
performance. 

“Everybody is doing it and 
they’re doing it together, and 
that builds camaraderie and 
teamwork,” Bloom said. “We’re 
the Agawam Drum Team and 
I’m the coach. It’s about that, 
it’s about them.”

The show was a ton of fun 
and each kid left with a smile 
on their face. 

The final KidsFest show for 
2023 is at 10 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Aug. 9, with musician 
Johnny the K. 
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Drummer Bob Bloom performs for KidsFest at School Street Park. 

 A good crowd gathers at the pavilion to enjoy the rhythm of Bob Bloom’s drums. TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN 
SUOMALA

The LPVEC provides 
bus services for 
Agawam schools
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Summer reading still going strong at library
AGAWAM – The Agawam Library is ex-

cited to finish up our annual Adult Summer 
Reading Program with a few minor chang-
es. There is still time to finish your Bingo 
and Beanstack reading challenges. The 
deadline to enter for prizes is Friday, Aug. 
11. Prize winners will be notified during 
the week of Aug. 14. 

Due to our closure, we are extending 
the dates of our Tiny Art Exhibition and 
Contest. Artists of all ages can still submit 
their tiny masterpieces until Friday, July 28. 
Those who submitted Tiny Art are invited 
to a reception for prize announcements 
and refreshments on Monday, Aug. 7 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Community Room. All of 
our visitors are encouraged to explore the 
Tiny Art during the month of August when 
the pieces will be on display. Submissions 
for our Community Chapbook will be ac-
cepted until Aug. 11. 

The Library is pleased to welcome musi-
cal group Whisper Not featuring Sarah Clay 
and the Star Cats on Monday, August 14 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Community Room. Whis-
per Not will be here to perform songs that 
tell a story through retro-pop, swing, blues 
and Latin jazz. This program is support-
ed by a grant from the Agawam Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency. Please register online www.
agawamlibrary.org or by phone (413) 789-
1550 X4.

We have adjusted our trivia dates to 
keep your trivia skills sharp all month. 
Please see the changes to our Kahoot triv-
ia challenges below. Each challenge will be 
posted on our website and our social me-
dia for 2 weeks so you can play at your own 
pace. 

July 31 to Aug. 11
Kahoot Trivia Challenge #2

Aug. 14 to Aug. 28
Kahoot Trivia Challenge #3
We will also be pushing back the sched-

ule of Adult Take and Make Crafts. Supplies 

can be picked up at the Information Desk 
beginning on the following dates: 

Beginning July 24 
Information Desk
Adult Craft Take & Make: Needle Felted 

Sheep
Try your hand at needle felting! Each kit 

contains everything you’ll need to create 
a  felted sheep, including a barbed  needle, 
wool roving in various colors, and detailed 
instructions. While supplies last.

Beginning August 7
Information Desk

Adult Take & Make: DIY Collage Book-
marks

Using old receipts as bookmarks is a 
thing of the past! Create your own custom 
collage bookmarks with this take and make 
kit, which includes patterned cardstock, 
stickers, ribbons, decorations, instructions 
and inspiration images, and a laminating 
sheet to hold it all together.  While supplies 
last.

Beginning August 21
Information Desk
Adult Take & Make: Shrinky Dink Pins
Create your own custom pins with this 

new take and make for adults. Each kit in-
cludes most of the supplies needed to cre-
ate a set of handmade pins. While supplies 
last.

Announcements will be made soon re-
garding our canceled July programs. Find 
Your Voice is The Massachusetts Statewide 
Summer Library Program and is funded by 
the Massachusetts Library System, the Bos-
ton Bruins, and the Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners. Programs and 
crafts are sponsored in part by the Agawam 
Center Library Association. Visitors are 
welcome at the Agawam Library Monday 
through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
and Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. For more 
information, please visit our website www.
agawamlibrary.org or call the Information 
Desk at (413) 789-1550 X4. 

Feline Friends fundraiser to be 
held Aug. 5, seeking donations

FEEDING HILLS – Feline Friends Inc. 
Cat Sanctuary will be holding a food/sup-
ply drive at Smithland Pet & Garden Cen-
ter on Saturday, Aug. 5 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Volunteers will be accepting food, 
litter & monetary donations for our kit-
ties. Opened bags/boxes will also be ac-
cepted. Gift cards from various pet stores 
or Costco would be much appreciated.

Smithland, a valued sponsor, is 
stocked with Friskies Pate or Shreds 
canned food (single flavored cases pre-
ferred), some Fancy Feast varieties and 
unscented, clumping cat litter. All dona-
tions are gratefully accepted. The dona-
tion bin is located near the cash registers. 

Other Wish List items: disinfecting 
wipes, paper towels, puppy pee pads, dry 
cat or dog food for strays & colonies.

The Sanctuary is grateful to Stop & 
Shop at 1282 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 

for choosing Feline Friends to partici-
pate in their Community Bag Program in 
July. Thanks also to E.B.’s for hosting the 
June 21 Give Back Wednesday event. The 
sanctuary is also thankful to all of our 
community members for their support 
throughout the year. Just a reminder that 
the sanctuary has collection bins at the 
Agawam Public Library & the Agawam 
Senior Center as well as at Smithland in 
Agawam.

Feline Friends Inc. is a communi-
ty-based, nonprofit sanctuary that does 
not euthanize or discriminate against 
any cat based on age, gender or disabili-
ty. More information about our sanctuary 
may be found on our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Facebook page at 
Feline Friends Cat Sanctuary. Contact us 
with questions at info@felinefriendsinc.
org or by phone at 413-786-5019. 

Pioneer Valley Art Festival coming to Polish American Club Aug. 26 and 27
AGAWAM – On Saturday, Aug. 26 and 

Sunday Aug. 27 at the Polish American Club, 
139 Southwick St. will be the Pioneer Valley 
art festival from 10 a.m. To 4 p.m. 

There will be over 70 artists and artisans, 
free public admission, food, our local rock 
painting group, free parking, and live enter-
tainment by Handler & Levesque.  

New this year is the  “Art With A Heart” 
project.  Visitors can enjoy a painting work-
shop with our instructors from ACAA.  
There will be two workshops at 11 a.m. and 

2  p.m. each day.  Net proceeds from all do-
nations will go to local Food Banks.

A silent auction will be held for the 
benefit of the Gloria McLellan Art Scholar-
ship.  The scholarship will benefit area high 
school seniors who are pursuing further 
education in visual arts. Mclellan was one 
of the founding members of the Agawam 
Community Artists and Artisans pursuing 
her love of the arts and creating art well into 
her nineties.

The New England Mosaic, a 24 ft wall of 

6×6 canvases representing a New England 
theme, will be on display.  This year’s theme 
is “New England’s Seasons: Beauty, Bounty 
and Favorite Pastimes.” Finished canvases 
are donated by their creators to be sold to 
fund community art projects and art schol-
arships.

New this year is our “Art With A Heart” 
project.  Visitors can enjoy a painting work-
shop with our instructors from ACAA.  
There will be two workshops at 11:00am and 
2:00pm each day.  Net proceeds from all do-

nations will go to local Food Banks.
Visitors can stroll the festival and enjoy 

the live music of Handler and Levesque per-
forming music from around the world for 
guitars and mandolin.  

Our local “Agawam Rocks” group will 
be bringing “Frank the Snake” to our event!  
Stop by their tent and paint a memorable 
rock.  Sponsored by Jen Baginski Pronovost.

For more information, please contact 
Ceil Rossi at info@agawamarts.com or (413) 
207-1247.

Legislation announced to 
direct $100 Million to combat 
health risks of extreme heat

WASHINGTON – Sen. Edward J. Markey 
(D-Mass.), chair of the Senate Environment 
and Public Works Subcommittee on Clean 
Air, Climate, and Nuclear Safety, Sen. Alex 
Padilla (D-Calif.) and Sen. Kyrsten Sinema 
(I-Ariz.) and Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (OR-
01), Rep. Marilyn Strickland (WA-10) and 
Rep. Ruben Gallego (AZ-03) today rein-
troduced the Preventing Health Emergen-
cies And Temperature-related Illness and 
Deaths Act to address the rising health risks 
of extreme heat. The announcement follows 
Earth’s hottest day on record, the predicted 
hottest day in the past 125,000 years, and 
new national and local responses to ex-
treme heat.

As climate change continues to worsen, 
extreme heat events in the United States are 
becoming more frequent, longer lasting, and 
more severe. Earlier this month, nearly one 
in three Americans were under an extreme 
heat advisory or warning. Prolonged expo-
sure to this kind of heat can have dangerous 
consequences for human health, includ-
ing heat exhaustion, heat stroke, and even 
death. The Preventing HEAT Illness and 
Deaths Act would improve and expand in-
ter-agency efforts, provide $100 million in 
financial assistance for community projects 
to reduce exposure to extreme heat, and is-
sue recommendations for federal action on 
heat-health issues.

“It’s no coincidence that we’ve seen back-
to-back record-breaking heat this summer, 
it’s the climate crisis announcing it’s at our 
doorstep. We need to take bold and aggres-
sive action to combat the climate crisis, but 
we also need to act fast to protect Americans 
from the health risks of extreme heat that 
we are experiencing right now,” said Markey. 

“My legislation would direct $100 million in 
federal funding to help local communities 
on the front lines of the climate crisis stave 
off the worst outcomes of heat-related ill-
ness. As unprecedented waves of sweltering 
heat persist, I will keep calling on my col-
leagues in Congress to pass the Preventing 
HEAT Illness and Deaths Act and create a 
national response to save lives.”

“As we learned from the 2021 Heat 
Domes, we must actively pursue short-term 
solutions to save lives during heat waves, in 
conjunction with long-term steps towards 
saving our planet,” said Strickland. “The Pre-
venting HEAT Illness and Deaths Act will 
address the dangers of extreme summer 
temperatures on human health and equip 
communities with the ability to combat the 
heat-health crisis.”

The Preventing HEAT Illness and Deaths 
Act would: Create the National Integrated 
Heat Health Information System Interagen-
cy Committee to enhance inter agency ef-
forts to address extreme heat; Formalize 
and expand the existing NIHHIS within the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, which was initiated under Presi-
dent Barack Obama; Commission a Nation-
al Academies of Science, Engineering, and 
Medicine study on federal action on heat-
health issues and response; and, establish 
and authorize a $100 million financial assis-
tance program to provide federal funding to 
community projects that reduce the health 
impact of extreme heat events, prioritizing 
projects in historically disadvantaged com-
munities, communities with significant heat 
disparities associated with race or income, 
and communities with large gaps in heat 
preparedness.
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MA Legislature passes $375 million transportation bill
BOSTON – The Massachusetts Leg-

islature on Thursday passed a bill that 
includes $375 million in bond authoriza-
tions for transportation needs across the 
state, including $200 million for the state’s 
Chapter 90 program, which provides mu-
nicipalities with a reliable funding source 
for transportation-related improvements, 
including road and bridge repairs.

“Ensuring that people in every region of 
Massachusetts have safe and dependable 
transportation options is fundamental to 
creating a competitive and equitable com-
monwealth,” said Senate President Karen 
E. Spilka (D-Ashland). “This funding in-
vests in our infrastructure and transit sys-

tems everywhere, allocating much-need-
ed funds to local roads and bridges, 
regional transit, EV infrastructure, and 
parts of the MBTA. I want to thank Sen-
ator Crighton for making this a priority, 
my Senate colleagues for their support, 
and Speaker Mariano and the House for 
agreeing on these critical investments in 
our infrastructure.”

This legislation also authorizes $175 
million in programs that will support 
various transportation-related projects. 
This includes $25 million for each of the 
following: the municipal small bridge pro-
gram; the complete streets program; a bus 
transit infrastructure program; grants to 

increase access to mass transit and com-
muter rail stations; grants for municipal-
ities and regional transit authorities to 
purchase electric vehicles and the infra-
structure needed to support them; fund-
ing for pavement and surface improve-
ments on state and municipal roadways; 
and new funding dedicated to additional 
transportation support based on road 
mileage, which is particularly helpful for 
rural communities.

Senator Jake Oliveira (Hampden, 
Hampshire &Worcester District) was glad 
to see the new funding dedicated to ad-
ditional transportation support based on 
road mileage, “Western Mass has consid-

erably more rural communities than other 
areas of the state, so I’m glad to see the 
Legislature prioritize regional equity by 
taking more factors into account beyond 
just population and other socioeconom-
ic factors. Addressing regional equity is 
about acknowledging and understanding 
that Western Mass has different challeng-
es than other parts of the state. I’m grate-
ful to Senate President Spilka, Speaker 
Mariano, and my colleagues in the Legis-
lature for considering that.” said Oliveira. 

The bill having passed both the Senate 
and the House of Representatives, it will 
now be sent to the Governor for her con-
sideration.

Garden Club to meet Aug. 8
AGAWAM – Join us for the next meet-

ing of the Agawam Garden Club to be held 
Tuesday Aug. 8, 6:30 p.m. at The Agawam 
Public Library 750 Cooper Street, Feed-
ing Hills. After a short business meeting 
Peter Redfern and Patti Steinman from 
the Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary will pres-
ent a program about the birds found in 
our own back yards.

Peter Redfern has volunteered at Ar-
cadia Wildlife Sanctuary for over 20 years 
leading education programs for children 

and adults. He has turned his backyard 
into habitat for birds and butterflies.

Patti Steinman is the senior teacher/
naturalist at Arcadia. She has overseen 
camps, preschool, school and public 
programs at Mass Audubon for over 30 
years.  Club meetings are open to the 
public and not restricted to Agawam 
residents. 

More information about the club can 
be found on our website agawamgarden-
club.com or follow us on facebook.

Summer 
Concert Series

AGAWAM – In partnership with Kix 
100.9 summer concert series will continue 
on Aug. 9, at 7 p.m.  with local artist Lind-
sey Labelle will open for Meghan Patrick 
at the School Street Park, 418 Corey St.
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Flea market 
at church

FEEDING HILLS – Feeding Hills 
Congregational Church, 21 North West-
field St., is hosting a giant Flea Market/
Tag sale/Craft Sale on Saturday, Sept. 9 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be an 
assortment of crafts, antiques, and tag 
sale items. Space is still available inside 
the church for $40 or outside for $25. 
Vendors interested in participating can 
call Christine 413-210-2421.

New Bill to support American farmers and rural 
communities through plant-based food production

WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. James P. Mc-
Govern (D-MA), Ranking Member of the 
House Rules Committee and Senior Mem-
ber of the House Agriculture Committee, 
introduced a bill to support American 
farmers and rural communities through 
plant-based food production.

McGovern’s bill establishes new oppor-
tunities for farmers and food companies, 
creates new jobs in farming communities, 
advances USDA’s efforts to connect Amer-
ican farmers to new markets at home and 
abroad, and expands consumer choices 
at the grocery store, through plant-based 
food research and production.The Peas, 

Legumes, and Nuts Today Act, or PLANT 
Act, provides a blueprint for maintaining 
America’s leadership in plant-based food 
production, while empowering farmers 
and rural communities and producing 
delicious, affordable food options for all 
Americans.

“The PLANT Act will help us win the fu-
ture of food,” said McGovern. “Plant-based 
foods are already creating new opportu-
nities for farmers across the country and 
exciting new options for consumers, and 
this legislation will be a game-changer. By 
putting farmers and their communities 
front and center as we grow the greatest 

plant-based sector in the world, we can 
create countless good jobs while showing 
the world what makes American agricul-
ture so strong. Now is the time to embrace 
the enormous potential that plant-based 
foods have to strengthen our economy and 
our food system.”

The United States is already the world 
leader in plant-based food production, 
with over 55,000 people directly employed 
in a sector that generates $4.5 billion in an-
nual revenue. Other countries are making 
significant public investments in plant-
based food innovation that may eclipse U.S. 
production. Since 2020, Canada, France, 

Denmark, Australia, the European Union, 
and Sweden have all invested more in this 
sector than the United States. The PLANT 
Act would enable the U.S. to maintain a 
leadership role in plant-based food pro-
duction by supporting farmers, food manu-
facturing workers, and rural communities. 
Specifically, the PLANT Act would provide 
support for U.S. farmers who grow the in-
gredients used in plant-based foods; ensure 
that food companies who turn those ingre-
dients into plant-based foods are eligible 
for USDA producer programs; and make 
targeted R&D investments at USDA to fos-
ter American innovation.

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
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www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
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Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted
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By Patricia Michalski

I started my career in healthcare 
in 1976 as a candy striper at 
Mary Lane Hospital. We were 

called “candy stripers” because of 
the red-and-white striped aprons 
we wore.

As volunteers, we did a range 
of duties to help the nurses com-
fort their patients. My first role in 
healthcare led to my love for caring 
for people. When I was old enough 
to get a job, I worked as a nurse’s aide and later 
as a unit secretary on the Med/Surg floor and 
the Oncology Unit. 

In 2016, I moved to Baystate Wing Hospital 

and now work as an Operations Asso-
ciate in the Emergency Department.   

Throughout my career, I have wit-
nessed many changes and worked 
through many challenges, but 
COVID-19 brought the greatest chal-
lenges to our team. Working in the 
ED during the pandemic was diffi-
cult; Our patients were very sick and 
many of our team members worked 
long hours to help care for them. I am 
thankful that we are no longer in the 
middle of a pandemic and I am excep-

tionally proud of the work we did to help care for 
our community members and each other over 
the past two years. 

The work of an operations associate in the 

ED requires me to stay calm and work in a fast-
paced environment. We often care for patients 
with extreme illnesses who are in pain and suf-
fering. On busy and hectic days, I keep things or-
ganized and moving.

I have a special place in my heart for older pa-
tients and veterans and my role in the ED allows 
me to be a friendly face as I help care for them.

Throughout my career, as I worked in diverse 
roles, every day has been different. What has 
not changed is the comradery I have witnessed 
among my colleagues each and every day and 
the commitment we have to place our patients 
at the center of everything we do. 

Patricia Michalski is an operations associate 
in the Emergency Department at Baystate Wing 
Hospital.

Guest Column

My Baystate story: From ‘candy striper’ to the ED

I have never been a daylily aficionado, but as 
of late, they are growing on me. Why I write 
is because on Cape Cod they are everywhere. 

The last few days I have seen them paired with 
shrubs, other perennials and even as a backdrop 
to carefully placed annuals. 

Read on as I resurrect a column from the ar-
chives with new and updated factoids.

We’ve all seen the clumps of orange daylilies 
(Hemerocallis fulva) blooming along roadsides 
each summer. These remnants of long ago have 
oftentimes outlived the people who planted 
them and the farmhouse in which they were 
planted around. 

Arriving from Asia in the late 1800s, the com-
mon daylily is now considered invasive because 
it crowds out native plants. While experts ad-
vise not planting daylilies that are known to run 
amok, there are many cultivars that rightly de-
serve a place in the landscape.

Two varieties of daylilies presently occu-
py space in my landscape, one that is a family 
heirloom, and another that was purchased on a 
whim. 

The lemon lily (Hemerocallis lilioasphodelus) 
was a family heirloom, although I am not sure 
where it originated. I think it was my grand 
babci that first gave it to my mother back in the 
1950s. 

It has been almost entirely choked out of the 
banking of my childhood home by lily of the val-
ley, but I am lucky enough to have saved a piece 

and it is thriving in my perennial garden. It is 
delicate as far as daylilies go, perfectly lemon 
yellow and subtly scented. 

The lemon lily has a short bloom time, a week 
or less in early June, but it makes a perfect bed 
fellow to deep purple bearded iris.

Today, thousands of cultivars of daylilies are 
available, many of which bloom for longer peri-
ods of time than the old-fashioned types. They 
are offered in shades of all colors except blue 
and pure white. 

Miniatures look great in rock gardens, while 
more beefy types work well to stabilize bank-
ings. The majority blend nicely with annuals, pe-
rennials, and shrubbery, as mentioned. 

Daylilies belong to the genus Hemerocallis- 
hemero being Greek for “beautiful,” and callis 
Greek for “day.” Individual flowers do open and 
perish in 24 hours or less. 

Luckily though, there are usually several 
flowers per scape (stem), and when one goes by 
another is waiting to take its place. A desirable 

variety will bloom for at least two weeks, or will 
repeat blooming later in the season. 

When shopping for daylilies at the nursery 
simply count the number of buds per scape of 
the potted plant. The number of buds (or the 
number of scars if blooming is nearly finished) 
coincides with the number of days that particu-
lar variety is expected to bloom. 

Unfortunately, my lemon lily had a mere four. 
If you choose carefully and plan accordingly 

by including early, mid, and late season bloom-
ers in your mix, it is possible to achieve continu-
ous bloom over a three month period in a mixed 
border of daylilies. 

 Many people are opting to plant a single va-
riety for a season’s worth of flowers. Different 
than varieties that rebloom, everbloomers offer 
a nonstop performance from the beginning of 
their bloom period until frost. 

It is said that Dr. Darrel Apps, a geneticist and 
master breeder evaluated some 11,000 seedlings 
to end up with a mere few that flower continu-
ously.  

Breeding continues, so look for the newest in-
troductions each year. My whim purchase from 
a few years back is a rebloomer called “Purple 
D’oro.” I bought it because it was blooming in the 
nursery alongside Gayfeather, orange Helenium, 
and Purple Coneflower. 

They are a power quartet in my summer 
border for sure, and the rebloom factor surely 
stretches out the show.

Locate daylilies where they will receive at 
least six hours of sun a day. Average soil, as long 
as it drains well, will grow strong plants. 

Vigor determines whether clumps need to 
be separated and divided every few years, or if 
they can grow uninterrupted for many seasons. 
Division is best accomplished in early spring or 
immediately after bloom. 

If you take the later approach, just be sure 
the plant has at least one month of growing time 
before frost hits. This way it will have an oppor-
tunity to root well, anchoring itself before win-
ter freezing and thawing can heave it from the 
ground.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the sub-
ject line.

The daylily, both friend and foe

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Patricia Michalski

Orange daylilies (Hemerocallis fulva) Lemon lily (Hemerocallis lilioasphodelus) 
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House Democratic Health committee leaders 
announce new legislation on prescription drugs

WASHINGTON – House Democratic 
Health Committee leaders introduced 
new legislation to further lower prescrip-
tion drug prices for American families 
and rein in pharmaceutical price goug-
ing.  The bill was introduced by  Ways 
and Means Committee Ranking Mem-
ber Richard E. Neal (D-MA), Energy and 
Commerce Committee Ranking Member 
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), and Education 
and the Workforce Committee Ranking 
Member Robert C. “Bobby” Scott (D-VA).

Nearly one year ago, President Biden 
signed the Inflation Reduction Act into 
law, granting the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services-for the first time-the au-
thority to negotiate lower drug prices for 
America’s seniors.

 It was a historic achievement that lift-
ed restrictions that had been in place for 
nearly 20 years preventing Medicare from 
negotiating drug prices. The law also fur-
ther reduced drug prices for seniors by 

penalizing pharmaceutical com-
panies that raised prices faster 
than the rate of inflation.  The 
Lowering Drug Costs for Amer-
ican Families Act builds on this 
important progress by en-
suring more Americans 
can benefit from the 
law’s provisions.

  “The Lowering 
Drug Costs for 
A m e r i c a n 
Families Act 
builds on 
our historic 
work in the 
I n f l a t i o n 
R e d u c t i o n 
Act to expand 
access to lower drug pric-
es negotiated by Medicare 
to even more Americans,”  Ways and 
Means Committee Ranking Member Neal 

said.  “This legislation is 
another step to bring-
ing down the costs of 

prescription drugs and 
putting an end to the 
unconscionable deci-
sion to forgo life-saving 
medication.  Lowering 
health care costs is key 
to finishing the job for 

the American peo-
ple, and House 

D e m o c r a t s 
won’t be 

d et erred 
by Re-
p u b -
l i c a n 

threats or 
Big Pharma’s lawsuits.”
The Lowering Drug 

Costs for American Families 
Act builds on the drug pricing provisions 

included in the Inflation Reduction Act 
last year. Specifically, the bill would:

Extend the historic drug price negoti-
ation program to all Americans with pri-
vate coverage. 

This includes over 164 million workers 
and their families who get health cover-
age through their jobs and more than 16 
million individuals with Marketplace cov-
erage; stop drug companies from raising 
prices faster than inflation  by ensuring 
that the inflation rebates enacted under 
the Inflation Reduction Act also apply 
to individuals covered by private health 
plans.  Extending the inflation rebates 
to privately covered American workers 
can save as much as $40 billion over the 
next decade alone; and strengthen the 
drug price negotiation program to deliver 
more savings to the American people  by 
increasing the annual number of pre-
scription drugs selected for negotiation 
from 20 to 50.

Greater Springfield YMCA 
has programs for all ages

SPRINGFIELD – The YMCA of Greater 
Springfield is a leader when it comes to 
serving the human needs in greater Spring-
field by providing programs that promote 
life-long personal growth and balanced de-
velopment of spirit, mind and body.

The Y provides care through nationally 
accredited Early Learning Centers located 
in Springfield (15m-5y) and Wilbraham 
(4w-5y).

The Y before and after school programs 
for children K-6 grade are offered at mul-
tiple locations throughout Springfield, 
Chicopee, and Hampden/Wilbraham. The 
School Age programs’ goal is to nurture 
young people by providing a safe place to 
learn foundational skills, develop healthy, 
trusting relationships, and build self-con-
fidence.

The Y-AIM program is a social inter-
vention program designed to provide pos-
itive adult mentors, strong peer relation-
ships, and academic support, in and out of 
school, to middle and high school students 

in Springfield. 
In addition, the Y operates four summer 

camp and program sites: Camp Weber in 
West Springfield, Stony Brook Acres in Wil-
braham, and Fun City Summer Program in 
Springfield, all for ages 6 through 15. Small 
Fry Summer Program in Springfield is for 
ages 5 entering Kindergarten.

At two of the health and wellness cen-
ters located in Springfield and Wilbra-
ham, members have access to; cardio and 
strength training equipment, group exer-
cise classes, personal training, wellness 
programming, steam and sauna, *pools, 
*gymnasium and *childcare while par-
ents work out (*Wilbraham location). The 
Scantic Valley Y location offers preschool 
sports and swim lessons for all ages. 

The Y believes in making their programs 
and services affordable for all. The Y will 
not turn anyone away based on an inabil-
ity to pay full fees. Financial assistance is 
made possible through the generous con-
tributions of YMCA donors.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Indicates tire 

pressure
4. Request
7. Clairvoyance
10. 007’s creator
11. Adult male
12. Scandinavian god 

of battle
13. Cloths spread on 

a coffin
15. Breeze through
16. Ladyfish genus
19. It’s good to take 

them
21. Noble-governed 

territory
23. Members of U.S. 

Navy
24. Card game 

resembling 
rummy

25. Affected by injury
26. Member of a 

Semitic people
27. Left
30. Woman’s cloak

34. S. American plant
35. Prohibit
36. Offense
41. Dish soap brand
45. Ottoman military 

commanders
46. Ancient Greek 

City
47. Makes unhappy
50. Discuss again
54. Medical 

instrument 
55. Promote
56. A beloved carb
57. Tag the base 

runner to get him 
out

59. Prehistoric people
60. Large African 

antelope
61. Vehicle
62. Georgia rockers
63. Scientific 

instrument (abbr.)
64. A major division 

of geological time
65. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
1. Plant of the nettle 

family
2. Fit to be sold
3. Rather
4. Collected
5. A baglike structure 

in a plant or 
animal

6. Patella
7. Ageless
8. Lists of course 

requirements
9. Pokes at
13. TV network
14. They __
17. Cooking hardware
18. U.S. Army title
20. Iron-containing 

compound
22. Swiss river (alt. 

spelling)
27. Former French 

coin
28. Electronic 

countermeasures
29. Taxi

31. Helps little firms
32. Woeful
33. Midway between 

northeast and 
east

37. Glowing
38. Tasks which 

should be done
39. An informal body 

of friends
40. Intrinsic nature
41. Neural structures
42. Brews
43. Where ships 

unload cargo
44. Singer
47. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
48. Southwest 

Scotland town
49. Most worthless 

parts
51. Viscous
52. Put to work
53. Old world, new
58. Swiss river

Russo, Smith, Suffriti and Valego.  
All six of the current school committee 

members have taken out papers to run for 
reelection. The only new challenger who 
has taken out papers is Catherine McDou-
gal.

So far only three residents–Shelley 
Borgatti-Reed, AJ Christopher and Wendy 
Rua–have returned their papers. 

All interested candidates have until 
Aug. 22 to turn in their nomination papers 
if they want to be on the ballot. 

On election days, poles will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. The different polling 
locations are: Precinct 1: Robinson Park 
School, 65 Begley Street

Precinct 2: Clifford Granger School, 31 
South Westfield Street

Precinct 3: Agawam High School, 760 
Copper Street

Precinct 4: Roberta G, Doering School, 
68 Main Street

Precinct 5: Benjamin Phelps School, 
689 Main Street

Precinct 6: James Clark School, 65 Ox-
ford Street

Precinct 7: Agawam Jr. High School, 
1305 Springfield Street

Precinct 8: James Clark School, 65 Ox-
ford Street

If you have any questions about where 
to vote and the precinct you reside in, go 
to https://www.sec.state.ma.us/Where-
DoIVoteMA/.

BALLOT   ❚   from page 1

HNE offers grants to address mental health and opioid epidemic
SPRINGFIELD – Health New England 

will award grants totaling $100,000 to eligi-
ble non-profit organizations with programs 
that work to address mental health and the 
opioid epidemic in Western Massachusetts. 
The programs must address health equi-
ty and at least one social determinant of 
health and focus on Health New England’s 
service area including Berkshire, Frank-
lin, Hampden, Hampshire, and Worcester 
counties.

One in five adults in Health New En-
gland’s service area experience depression, 
according to the company’s community 
health needs assessment. Despite some 

signs of improvement, the opioid crisis has 
grown in the last several years. For instance, 
in 2020 Hampden County experienced the 
highest rate of Emergency Medical Service 
calls related to opioid overdoses of any 
county in the state, the assessment reports.

“The mental health crisis and opioid 
use disorder have hit our home counties 
hard, and the impact of health and socie-
tal inequities in these cases is undeniable,” 
said Richard Swift, President and CEO of 
Health New England. “It is our hope that 
these grants help remove barriers un-
der-resourced communities face to allow 
residents to enjoy better mental health and 

avoid or recover from opioid addiction so 
they may thrive.”

Social Determinants of Health include: 
Built environment (includes transporta-
tion, access to healthy foods), education, 
employment, housing, social environment 
(social isolation, institutional racism), vio-
lence and trauma.

IRS-designated 501(c)(3) non-prof-
it organizations that manage innovative 
community-based programs benefiting 
undeserved residents may apply for Health 
New England DEIB grants through Sept. 11, 
2023.

In its fourth year, the Health New En-

gland DEIB grants program has awarded 
nearly $340,000 to local non-profits ad-
dressing health equity in Western Massa-
chusetts.

How to Apply
Completed grant applications are due 

by 11:59 p.m. on September 11. Only com-
plete submissions made online will be 
considered. Non-profit organizations will 
only be eligible for Health New England 
community benefit funding once per calen-
dar year. Apply here: https://form.jotform.
com/203005404536039.

Those with questions may email com-
muntiygiving@hne.com.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 9
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STEM program gives students a head start for college
SPRINGFIELD – It’s been a few years 

since he last sat in a classroom which is 
one of the reasons why Bradley De Jesus 
is grateful for the STEM Starter Academy 
Summer Bridge Program at Springfield 
Technical Community College.

“It’s definitely helped me with relearning 
a lot of what I’d forgotten over the years,” 
said De Jesus, who is interested in physics. 
He graduated from high school in 2015 and 
recently decided to return to school to pur-
sue a degree.

De Jesus is taking math, English and 
First-Year Experience classes at STCC this 
summer through the Summer Bridge pro-
gram, which offers incoming fall students 
registered in a STEM or Undeclared/Gen-
eral Studies major a head start toward their 
first semester on campus.

The program is part of the STEM Starter 
Academy, which supports underrepresent-
ed student populations by providing equity 
and access to majors in STEM.

“It’s a great way for everyone to get their 
foot in the door for college,” said Samar 
Ghrear, STEM starter academy activity 
coordinator who works directly with the 
students. Jason Phillips, an academic coun-
selor at STCC, advises and works with stu-
dents over the summer.

This year, 32 STEM Starter Academy 
students are participating, which is double 
the number of students enrolled last year, 
Ghrear said. She hopes to keep expanding 
in the coming years.

The program also includes 13 students 
from STCC’s Male Initiative for Leadership 
and Education program. MILE is designed 

to provide inclusive academic support, 
mentoring and community engagement 
opportunities to male students at STCC 
and increase retention rates of Black and 
Latino men.

“We are thrilled to partner with STEM 
Starter Academy and STEM in continuing 
the MILE Summer Bridge program,” said 
Miguel Maria, assistant dean of Student 
Initiatives. “With a focus on empowering 
incoming students, this transformative 
initiative offers a wealth of support and 
resources, including academic advising, 
tutoring, and financial aid counseling. We 
firmly believe that this program will ele-

vate our students’ educational journey and 
drive substantial improvements in their ac-
ademic outcomes.”

Summer Bridge not only offers cred-
it courses in English and math, but also a 
First-Year Experience class that addresses 
the many transitional needs of new stu-
dents at STCC.

“We are excited to offer the Summer 
Bridge program to our students,” said 
School of STEM Dean Lara Sharp. “The 
program is connected to our strategic plan-
ning for the next five years. Programs like 
Summer Bridge clear the path to student 
success and remove barriers.”

STCC, the only technical communi-
ty college in Massachusetts, is a federally 
designated Hispanic Serving Institution, 
which means at least 25 percent of the stu-
dents identify as Latina/Latino/Latinx. 

Students In Summer Bridge started 
in June with two weeks of intense “boot 
camp” to prepare for the math course. They 
also learned how to use Blackboard, the ap-
plication for online teaching and learning. 
Upon successful completion at the end of 
the summer, students will receive a total 
of seven free credits in math, English and 
First-Year Experience classes.

Students receive free supplies, tutoring 

and advising as well as opportunities to 
participate in enriching STEM experienc-
es, events and activities throughout the 
academic year. At the end of the summer, 
if they successfully complete the program 
with a grade of C or higher, they receive a 
$500 stipend.

Interested in applying to STCC? Visit 
stcc.edu/apply or call Admissions at (413) 
755-3333.

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH ASSORTED 

PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

USDA INSP. $209
lb

SALE DATES: 8/3/23-8/9/23

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS ...............$198

$496
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL .............................

66¢

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ..

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICK 10 LB .......

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................. ea

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HASHBROWN PATTIES 2O CT ......

$279

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGH ..................

CUT 
FREE $166

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
ROTISSERIE STYLE 
CHICKEN BREAST .............$499

lb

$899

BEEF 
STRIPLOIN STEAKS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN

$799
lb

$999
ea

USDA INSP. 2 1/2 BOX
KAYEM NATURAL CASING

HOT DOGS ...........................

$989
lb

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser

Samar Ghrear, front center, STEM Starter Academy activity coordinator, with students in the Summer Bridge program at STCC. Jason Phillips, an academic 
counselor at STCC, is third from left. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Professor Zahi Haddad works with students in the 
STEM Starter Academy Summer Bridge program.
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Bankers 
cash in 
for finals

WILBRAHAM – Last Friday 
night, PeoplesBank Tri-County 
baseball took down DiFranco in 
the opener of a best-of-three se-
ries 17-0 in five innings. 

The Bankers are the No. 1 
seed in the Tri-County League 
playoffs. They would punch their 
ticket to the finals the following 
day when DiFranco forfeited the 
second game of the series, giving 
the Bankers the finals berth. 

The finals were scheduled to 
begin earlier this week.

Connor Glynn chases down the ball. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY  WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

James Shostak dribbles up the field.

Maxim Savoin sends a pass forward.

Jaden Holloway traps the ball as a Chicopee player comes 
to steal. Nicholas Gobielle looks to steal the ball.

Brownies 
B squad 
makes 
playoffs

CHICOPEE – Despite a 4-0 loss last 
Wednesday night at Chicopee, the Aga-
wam B Boys summer soccer team is 
headed for the Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League playoffs. 

Agawam defeated Granby 2-0 last 
Friday and are the No. 5 seed. They 
were headed to Pittsfield earlier this 
week.

Agawam’s Cam Rivest delivers a pitch for DiFranco Realty. Zach Handzel, of Palmer, pitches for PeoplesBank. Joe Ferry slides into third base safely.

Cam McDonald throw to first.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 

Nicholas Wilken, of Ludlow, swings and 
connects.

Dave Clark fields a grounder for Peoples-
Bank.

Braeden Lamirande gets an out at first 
for DiFranco.

Ryan Hemenway, of Wilbraham 
sizes up a pitch.
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Thunderbirds 
caravan 
event moved

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield 
Thunderbirds today announced that 
the first installment of the Thunder-
birds Community Caravan presented 
by Dunkin’ has been postponed to Sat-
urday, Aug. 12 due to potential inclem-
ent weather this weekend.

The T-Birds Community Caravan 
will still make a total of three stops in 
the Springfield area throughout the 
summer months:

• Saturday, Aug.12 - Szot Park (Chi-
copee), 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

• Saturday, Aug. 19 - Amelia Ice Are-
na (Westfield), 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
in conjunction with the T-Birds Street 
Hockey Tournament 

• Public skating from 10:50 to 11:50 
a.m.

• Saturday, Sept. 9 - Forest Park & 
Cyr Arena (Springfield), 1 to 3 p.m.

Each event will feature an ap-
pearance from Thunderbirds mascot 
Boomer and team staff, as well as a 
wide variety of activities and vendors, 
including a Dunkin’ Taste Truck, street 
hockey activities, and various food op-
tions.

SportsSports
Valley Blue Sox win the West, playoffs begin

HOLYOKE – The Valley Blue Sox are the 
2023 NECBL West Division Champions. In 
their final game of the regular season, the 
Blue Sox defeated the Keene Swamp Bats 
8-7, to finish 23-18-2 on the season. 

In a game that saw 23 hits and four dif-
ferent position players on the mound, the 
Blue Sox scored runs in four different in-
nings. 

Brendan Yagesh started the game for 
the Blue Sox, pitching two innings while al-
lowing four runs with three strikeouts. 

Keene got on the board first in the top 
of the second inning, following three RBI 
singles and a wild pitch to put the Swamp 
Bats up 4-0 early.

Valley rallied back to quickly take the 
lead back in the bottom of the second in-
ning, batting around their entire lineup. 
Conor Kiely hit an RBI single to score EJ 
Kreutzmann in his first at-bat of the sea-
son. Zach Ketterman hit an RBI single to 

score Michael Zarrillo.
Will Gale walked with the 

bases loaded, AJ Guerrero 
hit an RBI single, then EJ 
Kreutzmann was hit by a 
pitch with the bases load-
ed, to allow the Blue Sox 
to take the lead 5-4.

Kurt Thomas 
took over for 
Yagesh in the 
top of the third, 
pitching two innings 
while allowing one 
run. 

Keene tied the game at five after Bryan 
Padillia was hit by a pitch with the bases 
loaded.

Valley took the lead back in the bottom 
of the fourth after Michael Zarrillo walked 
with the bases loaded to put the team 
ahead 6-5.

Third Baseman Zach Ket-
terman made his first appear-

ance on the mound this sea-
son, taking over for Thomas in 

the top of the fifth inning. The 
right-hander pitched two in-
nings with three strikeouts, 

allowing one run. 
The Swamp Bats 

tied the game at six 
following an RBI 

single in the top of the 
fifth, but Valley quickly 
took the lead back in 

the bottom of the inning after Guerrero hit 
an RBI groundout. 

Center Fielder Will Gale also made his 
first appearance on the mound this sea-
son, taking over for Ketterman in the top of 
the seventh inning. The speedy outfielder 
pitched one inning, allowing one run and 
striking out one batter. 

The Swamp Bats tied the game at seven 
in the top of the seventh inning after an RBI 
single.

CJ Willis, a position player who has 
made four different appearances on the 
mound this season, once again saw himself 
on the mound after relieving Gale in the 
top of the eighth inning. Willis pitched two 
scoreless innings to earn himself his sec-
ond win of the season. 

The Blue Sox took the lead in the bot-
tom of the eighth after 2023 All-Star EJ 
Kreutzmann hit an RBI single to score Col-
lier Cranford. 

Willis pitched a clean ninth inning to 
secure the victory and division title for the 
Blue Sox.

With the NECBL Playoffs beginning 
Monday night, the Blue Sox remained at 
home to host their division rival Bristol 
Blues in the first game of a best-of-three-
game series. 

Belanger, Grenier get first career wins
WINCHESTER, N.H. – Joel Belanger and 

Carlos Grenier each scored his first career 
Monadnock Speedway victory Saturday at 
the historic high-banked oval.

Belanger won the nightcap 30-lapper in 
the NHSTRA Modifieds, while Nate Wen-
zel topped the first open-wheel go-round. 
Grenier earned his victory lap by holding 
Colton Martin at bay to win the 50-lap 
Pure Stock main event. In the NHSTRA 
Late Models, it was Hillary Renaud scoring 
her first win of the summer and, in so do-
ing, becoming the fifth different LM victor 
this year.

Steve Miller Jr. won for the first time 
this year in the Six Shooters, and Adrian 
Smith continued to outrun everyone as 
he dominated en route to his third 2023 
Young Guns victory.

Wenzel’s win in the first Modified fea-
ture came gift-wrapped in the form of a 
Brian Chapin/Tyler Leary last-lap tangle 
that saw Wenzel avoid the mess immedi-
ately before him as he darted off to victory.

Chapin had taken control on lap three 
and was probably already making plans for 
where the night’s trophy would later be dis-
played when he and Leary, up to second on 
lap 25, jingled in turn two as the checkers 
awaited them less than a lap away. Wenzel 
steered clear and blasted to his second win 
of the summer.

In the nightcap, Belanger held off all 
challengers to wire the event for his first 
career victory on the high banks. Geoff 
Rollins got up for second on lap 15 but, on 
this night, was no match for the speedy 
Belanger. Rollins was the night’s overall 
Modified winner, putting together a pair 
of deuce runs. Aaron Fellows and Scott 
Zilinski each had a third for their hard 
night’s work.

A field of 21 potent chargers went to 
war in the night’s Pure Stock 50-lapper. 
Carlos Grenier, starting up front, had seen 
victory slip away from him in his last out-
ing on the high banks and wasn’t about to 
let it happen again.

He led Dominick Stafford on laps one 
and two, with two-time winner Colton 
Martin then taking over on a restart and 
riding in Grenier’s shadow the rest of the 
way.

While the lap-two jingle didn’t affect 
the race’s outcome, it strongly impacted 
the mid-season points chase. Multi-time 
track champ and points titan Chris Davis, 
along with Zach Phillips and Andrea St. 
Amour were the big victims in this one, 
with Davis’ early demise dropping him to 
20th on the night.

Grenier and Martin fought hard the rest 
of the way, with Zach Zilinski in close tow 
until 2022 Claremont champ Chris Cham-

bers claimed third on lap 42. Grenier, third 
his last time out, prevailed to take a happy 
victory lap.

Hillary Renaud used her Saturday vic-
tory in the NHSTRA Late Models to leap-
frog two spots in the points parade into 
second. She led all the way, with Haydon 
Grenier – up to second on lap two – strong 
in his runner-up performance. Points lead-
er and reigning track champ Tim Wenzel 
used a final-turn blast to snatch third from 
JD Stockwell.

Steve Miller Jr. took the lead from Jacob 
Scott on lap three of the Six Shooter fea-
ture and never looked back. Scott then had 
his hands full for much of the race holding 
off Miller’s father, Steve Sr., for second, as 
Scott, Miller Sr., and Andrew Scott took the 
checkers nose-to-tail.

Adrian Smith took the lead from Mad-
ison Cousino on lap eight of the Young 
Guns feature and then blasted off to his 
third win of the summer. Cousino, impres-
sive all night, held strong the rest of the 
way to earn her first career podium fin-
ish in second, while Markus O’Neil came 
home third.

After a week off, Monadnock Speedway 
will return to action on Saturday, August 
5, when the high-banked speedplant will 
host another full night of oval track racing 
featuring 50 Lap Mini Stock Challenge.

Teams clinch playoff spots as 
Valley Wheel season nears close

WILBRAHAM – Sunday’s action 
in the Valley Wheel Over-28 baseball 
league got a lot clearer as three teams ce-
mented their spots in the playoffs while 
the fourth team will be determined by a 
matchup this week.

The Twins-Angels game held at Bruce 
Park in Suffield provided the stage for a 
preview to the playoffs.

The two teams have met in the last 
two playoff finals. It will not happen this 
year. Thanks to a complete game from 
Todd Bergstrom, as well as a two-run 
single in the ninth inning he also provid-
ed, the Twins prevailed over the Angels 
6-4.

The game was close throughout, with 
the Angels and Twins trading leads a few 
times. Down 4-3 in the eighth, Trevor 
Portlock, of Wilbraham, drove home a 
run with a single to make the game 4-4. 
The Angels, unfortunately, could not 
bring home the go-head runs, which 
were at second and third with one out. 
Bergstrom was able to close the game in 
the ninth.

With the win, the Angels fell to 8-7 
and their regular season is finished. The 
Twins are 8-6, and had a makeup game 

scheduled with the Tigers on Wednes-
day at Spec Pond under the lights. A 
win gets the Twins to 9-6 and the final 
playoff spot. But a loss would make the 
Twins 8-7 like the Angels, and put the 
Angels in the playoffs. The Angels hold 
a 2-1 advantage in their tiebreaker over 
the Twins this year, winning the first two 
matchups the teams had.

Elsewhere in the league, the Cubs ce-
mented their playoff spot, winning their 
ninth game of the season with a 14-12 
win over the Orioles. The Orioles would 
finish 1-14 and out of playoff contention.

The Cubs meet the Athletics on Thurs-
day night with the top seeds on the line.

The Athletics defeated the Tigers on 
Sunday evening at Spec Pond 9-7. Both 
teams have already made the playoffs 
this year, but will look for momentum in 
their respective games later this week.

The two makeup games were necessi-
tated from rainouts last Thursday night 
that wiped out all the action about two 
hours before the games were scheduled.

The playoffs are currently scheduled 
for this Sunday at Spec Pond with the 2 
and 3 seeds playing at 2:30 p.m. and the 1 
and 4 seeds playing at 6 p.m.

West showcased in volleyball
BOSTON – In last month’s Bay State 

Games, the Western part of the state fea-
tured a volleyball team. Here is a look at 
how they fared in some of their matchups 
held July 8 and 9:

The Central girls team opened up the 
Girls side of the showcase with strong play 
from  Katy O’Connell  (Northborough, Al-
gonquin Reg. HS) and Lily Davidson (Rut-
land, Wachusett Reg. HS), leading them to a 
25-13 first game win. The second game saw 
more of the same, as the Nault twins Victo-
ria, and Sabrina (Shrewsbury, Shrewsbury 
HS) also helped power Central to a domi-
nant game one performance, winning the 
second set 25-12.

Coastal 2, West 0
This match featured an impressive start 

for the West squad, as they held the lead 
numerous times thanks to Sasha Fyfe (Dal-
ton, Waconah Reg. HS) and  Gabrielle Ad-
ams (Greenfield, Frontier Reg. HS). Unfor-
tunately, they were unable to hold the lead, 

as Coastal stormed back to grab a 25:16 
win in the first set, and rolled through the 
second game as well. Although closer in 
the end, the Coastal team found success 
thanks to consistent play from  Haley Jen-
kins (Dartmouth, Dartmouth HS) and Han-
nah Storm (Swansea, Joseph Case HS).

West 2, Southeast 0
During this match, Southeast used a 

6-point run, along with multiple diving 
plays to help propel them to a quick 25-15 
first-game win. In the second game, West 
used great efforts from Chloe Schott (Long-
meadow, Longmeadow HS) and  Gabri-
ella Manes  (Feeding Hills, Agawam HS), 
however it wasn’t enough as  Zoe Small-
man  (Weston, Weston HS) and  Caroline 
Gray  (Whitman, Whitman-Hanson Reg. 
HS) continued their good performances on 
the day, winning the second game 25-21.

The west would play in a challenge game 
on Sunday, July 9, but did not play in either 
of the medal games.

Send Us Your Sports Photos!
sports@turley.com
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
Agawam Housing Authority 

Invitation for Sealed Bids 
The Agawam Housing 

Authority, the Awarding 
Authority, invites sealed 
bids from Contractors for 
the 667-2 Replacement 
of existing wood trim at 
entries, #005125 in Agawam, 
Massachusetts, in accordance 
with the documents prepared 
by Tighe & Bond, Inc..

 The Project consists of: 
Removal and replacement of 
existing wood trim and cano-
py posts, brick flashing, and 
associated repairs.

The work is estimated to 
cost $125,000.

Bids are subject to M.G.L. 
c.149 §44A-J & to minimum 
wage rates as required by 
M.G.L. c.l49 §§26 to 27H 
inclusive.

T H I S  P RO J E C T  I S 
B E I N G  E L E C T R O N -
ICALLY BID AND HARD 
COPY BIDS WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. 

Please review the instruc-
tions in the bid documents 
on how to register as an elec-
tronic bidder. The bids are to 
be prepared and submitted 
at www.biddocsonline.com. 
Tutorials and instructions on 
how to complete the electron-
ic bid documents are available 
online (click on the “Tutorial” 
tab at the bottom footer).

General bidders must be 
certified by the Division of 
Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance (DCAMM) 
in the following category 
of work, General Building 
Construction, and must sub-
mit  a current DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility and 
signed DCAMM Prime/
General Contractor Update 
Statement.

General Bids will be 
received until 2:00 PM on 
Thursday, 10 August 2023 
and publicly opened online, 

forthwith.
Filed Sub-bids for the 

trades listed below will be 
received until on and publicly 
opened online, forthwith.

SUBTRADES: NONE 
All Bids should be sub-

mitted online at www.biddoc-
sonline.com and received no 
later than the date and time 
specified above. General bids 
and sub-bids shall be accom-
panied by a bid deposit that is 
not less than five (5%) of the 
greatest possible bid amount 
(considering all alternates), 
and made payable to the 
Agawam Housing Authority.

Bid Forms and Contract 
Documents will be available 
for pick-up at www.biddoc-
sonline.com (may be viewed 
electronically and hardcopy 
requested) or at Nashoba 
Blue, Inc. at 433 Main Street, 
Hudson, MA 01749 (978-
568-1167).

There is a plan deposit of 
$50.00 per set (maximum of 
2 sets) payable to BidDocs 
ONLINE Inc.

Plan deposits may be elec-
tronically paid or by check. 
This deposit will be refunded 
for up to two sets for gener-
al bidders and for one set for 
sub-bidders upon return of the 
sets in good condition within 
thirty (30) days of receipt of 
general bids. Otherwise the 
deposit shall be the proper-
ty of the Awarding Authority. 
Additional sets may be pur-
chased for $50.00

B i d d e r s  r e q u e s t i n g 
Contract Documents to be 
mailed to them shall include 
a separate check for $40.00 
per set for UPS Ground (or 
$65.00 per set for UPS over-
night), nonrefundable, pay-
able to the BidDocs ONLINE 
Inc., to cover mail handling 
costs.

General bidders must 
agree to  contract  with 

minority and women busi-
ness enterprises as certified 
by the Supplier Diversity 
Office  (SDO),  former-
ly known as SOMWBA. 
The combined participation 
benchmark reserved for such 
enterprises shall not be less 
than 10.4% of the final con-
tract price including accepted 
alternates. Request for waiv-
ers must be sent to DHCD 
(David.McClave@mass.gov) 
5 calendar days prior to the 
General Bid date if the work 
is estimated to cost less than 
$500,000 OR 10 calendar 
days prior to the General Bid 
date if the work is estimat-
ed to cost $500,000 or more 
– NO WAIVERS WILL BE 
GRANTED AFTER THE 
BID DATE. See Contract 
Documents - Article 3 of the 
Instructions to Bidders. 

PRE-BID CONFERENCE 
/ SITE VISIT:  Date and 
Time: Thursday, 3 August 
2023 at 2:00 PM Address: 
Colonia l  Haven Drive , 
Agawam, MA Instructions: 
VOLUNTARY PRE-BID 
CONFERENCE /  SITE 
VISIT: Date and Time: 
Thursday August 3, 2023 at 
2:00 PM Address: Colonial 
Haven Drive, Agawam, MA

S I T E  V I S I T  B Y 
APPOINTMENT: NONE 

The Contract Documents 
may be seen, but not removed 
at: 

A g a w a m  H o u s i n g 
Authority 66 Meadowbrook 
Manor Agawam, MA 01001 
413-786-1297 

Nashoba Blue Inc. 433 
Main Street Hudson, MA 
01749 978-568-1167
08/03/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD23P1551EA

Estate of:
Philomena James 
Also known as: 

Philomena Marie James, 
Phyllis M James 

Date of Death: 02/12/2016 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - 

Late and Limited Formal 
Testacy and/or Appointment 
has been filed by Michele 
Trznadel of Chicopee, MA 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Michele Trznadel of 
Chicopee, MA  be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve without 
surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
08/25/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: July 28, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/03/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1589EA 
Estate of:

Paul M. Radwanski 
Also known as: 
Paul Radwanski 

Date of Death: 01/22/2020  
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 

Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has 
been filed by Carol Ann 
Radwanski of Agawam, MA  
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 

and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
08/24/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: July 27, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/03/2023

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News Public Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Register for 35th Annual Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk
BOSTON  – Registration is now open 

for the 2023  Boston Marathon  Jim-
my Fund Walk presented by Hyundai. 
Scheduled for Sunday, October 1, funds 
raised from the Walk support all forms 
of adult and pediatric patient care and 
cancer research at one of the nation’s 
premier cancer centers,  Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute.

The Jimmy Fund Walk is the only or-
ganized walk permitted on the famed 
Boston Marathon course, and partici-
pants have the flexibility to choose from 
four distance options:

5K walk,10K walk, Half Marathon 
walk, or Marathon Walk. All registered 
walkers will receive a bib, medal, and a 
Jimmy Fund Walk T-shirt.

Register as an individual walker, 
team member, or start a team. 

To register for the Walk) or to support 

a walker, visit  www.JimmyFundWalk.
org  or call (866) 531-9255. Registrants 
can enter the promo code NEWS for $5 
off the registration fee.

Whatever route walkers choose, par-
ticipants will be treated to 10 refueling 
stations as well as poster-sized photo-
graphs of patients displayed at each mile 
and half-mile marker as inspiration.

All four routes of the Jimmy Fund 
Walk will culminate at the Jimmy Fund 
Walk Finish Line. Due to construction 

in Copley Square, the Jimmy Fund Walk 
Finish Line location has been moved to 
the Fenway neighborhood for 2023. The 
finish line will include a celebration 
complete with food, music, and a speak-
ing program.

If walkers wish to participate a bit 
closer to home, the Jimmy Fund Walk 
has flexible opportunities. Participants 
can also join the event virtually by walk-
ing their way from wherever they are 
most comfortable-in their neighbor-

hood, on a favorite hiking trail, or on a 
treadmill at home. Virtual programming 
and supporting materials will be avail-
able.

The 2023 Walk will be held during 
the Jimmy Fund’s 75th anniversary year 
and will aim to raise $9 million in the 
effort to prevent, treat, and defy cancer. 
The Jimmy Fund Walk has raised more 
than $167 million for Dana-Farber Can-
cer in its 34-year history, raising a re-
cord-breaking more than $8.8 million in 
2022. 

Funds raised from the Walk support 
all forms of adult and pediatric patient 
care and cancer research at  Dana-Far-
ber Cancer Institute. The Boston Athlet-
ic Association has supported the Jimmy 
Fund Walk since 1989, and Hyundai has 
been the presenting sponsor for more 
than 20 years.
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 13, 2023.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 16.

Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox 
Church hosting 
annual Greek 
festival Aug. 26

HOLYOKE – Saturday, Aug. 26, 
at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church  Grounds,  410 Main Street, will be 
having the second annual Greek festival 
from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

There will be Greek food, pastries and 
music. Event is rain or shine. Admission 
will be free. For more information, contact 
Sharon at 413-533-9880 or email  holytrini-
tyofholyoke@gmail.com.

Hibernians to hold 
summer picnic Aug. 27

HOLYOKE – The Hibernians of 
Hampden/Hampshire Counties in-
vite the public to attend a Traditional 
Summer Picnic featuring Jim O’Con-
nor and the Boston Blackthorn Band 
at Hamel’s Summit View Pavilion, 555 
Northampton St., on Sunday, Aug. 27, 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. rain or shine.

Tickets are $30 per person for adults 
and children ages 16 and up; children 
ages 5- 15 tickets are $11. For reserva-
tions call John Gaughan 860-904-3056 
0r Fran Hennessey 413-785-5687 by 
Sunday Aug. 20. 

The Hibernians will celebrate Holy-
oke’s 150 anniversary of incorporation 
as a City and also present the Maurice 
A. Donahue Memorial Scholarship to 
Gavin Sullivan, Patrick Sweeney, and 
Caroline Taylor.

There will be Irish and American 
Music; Dancing; Hot Dogs; Hamburg-
ers; BBQ Chicken; Baked Beans; Potato 
Salad; Tossed Salad; Dessert; Coffee; 
Cash Bar; Children’s Games, and Raf-
fles.

The Event will benefit the Maurice 
A. Donahue Memorial Scholarship.

Tax Bills
due Aug. 1

AGAWAM – The First quarter pre-
liminary real estate and personal 
property tax bills for fiscal year 2024 
are due in the Town of Agawam col-
lector’s office by 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Aug. 1.Bills may be paid online at www.
agawam.ma.us, by mail in the envelope 
provided or you may utilize the drop 
box that is provided outside the town 
hall for your convenience. First quar-
ter payment notices were mailed June 
23. By law, bills were mailed to owners 
of record as of Jan. 1, 2023. Any new 
homeowner or anyone who has not 
received their real estate or personal 
property tax bill should contact the 
collector’s office immediately to obtain 
the bill amount. The telephone number 
is 786-0400 extension 8218.

BBB offers advice on how to avoid rental scams
HOLYOKE – BBB Scam Tracker is get-

ting reports of party hosts tricked by rent-
als that don’t materialize. Before planning 
the next party, get to know this scam to 
avoid being conned.

How the scam works
A consumer is planning a party and 

needs to rent supplies. They do a web or 
social media search and find a few options. 
For example, they may find a legitimate 
website with a convenient online booking 
system. Or the consumer might message 
someone through a social media account 
that seems professional. Either way, the 
“vendor” promises to reserve the rental for 
the date it’s needed, if the consumer pays a 
deposit first. The “vendor” may also require 

you to fill out a contact form with your per-
sonal details.

The date of the party arrives, and the 
rental tent, furniture, or other supplies 
don’t arrive. At this point, the “vendor” may 
tell the consumer they’ve had an emergen-
cy and can’t deliver on their promise. How-
ever, the scammers will disappear com-
pletely when asked for the money back. 
Other times, the consumer can’t contact 
the rental company at all.

One consumer reported this experi-
ence to BBB Scam Tracker: “The day of the 
event, the rental never came. I called the 
phone number, and it went straight to an 
answering machine… I left several mes-
sages. None have been returned, and it has 
now been two months.”

How to avoid rental scams
Do the research before renting. Look for 

the rental company’s website and ensure 
it has accurate contact information. Then, 
read consumer reviews about the company 
on third-party websites, such as BBB.org. 
Search the business name plus the word 
“scam” to ensure there are no reports of 
fraudulent business dealings.

Be careful with personal details. The con-
sumer may need to fill out a contract with 
personal information, the consumer should 
make sure they are dealing with a legitimate, 
professional company before handing over 
sensitive information.

Be wary of people who contact randomly 
on messaging apps. Legitimate businesses 
may use messaging apps to interact with 

customers, but it’s unlikely they will contact 
the customer out of the blue this way. Even 
if speaking with a business through a mes-
saging app, ensure they have a website and 
working contact information.

Always pay with a credit card. It’s much 
easier to dispute fraudulent charges using 
your credit card. If paying with a debit card 
or cash, the consumer may not get your 
money back if scammed.

For more information
If you spot a party rental scam or any oth-

er kind of scam, report it to BBB.org/Scam-
Tracker to help build consumer awareness.

Always look for businesses that follow 
BBB Accreditation Standards and BBB Stan-
dards for Trust.

www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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COLLECTOR PAYS CASH
for stamp collections,

large or small. Call Ron for sale or 
evaluation

(413)896-3324

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
15’ GRUMMAN CANOE WITH MO-
TOR MOUNT MINKOTA ELECTRIC, 
PADDLES ALUMINUM TRAILER 
FOR CANOE OR KAYAK ALL MIINT 
$850.00 (413)245-7409

MOVING SALE
15 RAINGER STREET SOUTH 
HADLEY MA. SAT & SUN., AUG 5 & 
6 8:00AM-4:00PM. MANY ITEMS IN-
CLUDING WASHER AND ELECTRIC 
DRYER.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly mowing and yard maintenance
Landscape installation and restoration
Hedge trimming, pruning, and mulch-
ing. Schedule fall lawn overseeding 
and repair.

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING 
Residential and Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair, fertilizing, mulch, stone, hedge 
trimming, planting. Free estimates, Ful-
ly licensed and insured.

You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

TUNE-UPS

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly 
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-
street parking, coin-op laundry, $1,100/ 
mo includes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 
413-896-1555

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES XXXXXX

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00

Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England 

Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 

guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-

ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-

4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-

tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 

Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-

um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PIANO BENCH LEATHER AD-

JUSTABLE EBONY $90.00 Bo-

gen professional 3001 tripod $75.00

Real wicker 2 chairs 1 loveseat   

$125.00. Cuisinart insta-pot electric 

pressure cooker used once $75.00 

Husqvarna Viking Daisy sewing ma-

chine never used $85.00 (413)256-

1670

TAG SALE

DANA WOODS ANNUAL tag sale: 

Belchertown: George Hannum Rd off 

Rt 9 (turn at Stop & Shop) Children’s 

clothes, toys, furniture, housewares, 

tools and more! Saturday, June 

10th, 9:00am-3:00pm

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-

ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 

Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 

Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 

instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-

chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 

lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 

military, automotive, fire department, 

masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 

barware, books, oil cans, advertising 

tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 

Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 

debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 

Swimming pools removed. Cheap-

er than dumpster fees and we do all 

the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 

(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 

repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 

Licensed/ insured. Call (413) 967-

6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-

ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-

room instructor, 20+ years experience. 

Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-

timate.

CLEANING 

SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 

AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 

(413) 455-9633

ELECTRICIAN

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 

FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 

cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 

Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 

Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-

TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 

508-882-0140

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-

MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-

ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 

siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 

insured. Free estimates. (413)246-

2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 

BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 

shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-

eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-

fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-

5789 (413)538-7954.

BRUSH CLEARING, VEGE-

TATION CONTROL CLEARING 

OF FENCE LINES, OVERGROWN 

PROPERTIES, HIKING TRAILS CALL 

GARY (413)531-3538

ELECTRIFIED LANDSCAP-

ING AND TREE SERVICE CALL 

(413)799-5686

MASONRY

STOP WET 

BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 

WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-

way doors, basement windows, chim-

neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 

repaired, basement waterproofing 

systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-

ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 

(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-

rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 

room. Very neat, references, prompt 

service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-

cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 

Specializing in all aspects of quality 

painting and staining. 25 years ex-

perience. Free consultation. Steve 

(413)477-8217

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-

thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 

stump grinding, storm damage and 

brush chipping. Honest and Depend-

able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-

nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 

today for free estimate (413)478-

4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 

of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-

6560 day/night.

STUMP 

GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-

ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-

fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-

478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING

 Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured

413-213-5470

PCA NEEDED, EASY WORK 

FLEXIBLE HOURS, PLEASANT 

ENVIRONMENT IN BRIMFIELD 

FOR MORE INFO CALL CONNIE 

(413)271-0573

TOWN OF PALMER:  ADMINIS-

TRATIVE ASSISTANT, ASSES-

SORS OFFICE Town of Palmer is 

seeking qualified candidates for a 

full-time, 32.5 hours Monday 8:30am 

– 7:30pm, Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30am o 4:30pm.

The position works under the direct 

supervision of the Principal Assessor. 

Please go to www.townofpalmer.

com for full job description.  Send 

resume and cover letter to kwenzel@

townofpalmer.com or to 4417 Main 

Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Salary com-

mensurate with experience between 

$22.26 - $25.77 per hour. 

This position requires a high school 

education; and one (1) to three (3) 

years of experience in a real estate or 

office setting; Experience in appraisal 

and assessment practices desired; 

or any equivalent combination of ed-

ucation and experience. Associates 

Degree preferred.  Experience with Vi-

sion, Munis and GIS is desirable.

 
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA em-

ployer.

DRIVERS

DRIVER WANTED

TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTA-

TION to individuals with develop-

mental disabilities to and from work, 

volunteering and other activities in the 

Belchertown area.Flexible hours Part 

time 10 -20 hours per week M-F Must 

have. A valid driver’s license, and clean 

driving record $17.00 to start Apply in 

person at 442 State St. Belcher-

town, MA or email ashelton@

communityoptionsma.org

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 

herein is subject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 

advertise “any preference, limitation, 

or discrimination because of race, col-

or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-

tus, or national origin, or intention to 

make any such preference, limitation, 

or discrimination.” We will not knowing-

ly accept any advertising for real es-

tate which is in violation of the law. All 

persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on 

an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME SUBSIDIZED 2 

BEDROOM APT. OFF STREET 

PARKING, COIN OP LAUNDRY 

CLOSE TO CENTER OF TOWN 

(413)323-8707

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin

Village Hills
Circulation:

50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 

the Suburban Residential ZONE 

for $26.00 for 20 words plus 

50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 
Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00

$5.00 Quabbin

❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns

❏

Run my ad in the

following ZONE(s):

Includes

additional words

Suburban 

Residential
Circulation: 

59,000

1 
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8
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23 

24

25 

26 

27 

28

29 

30 

31 

32

33 

34 

35 

36

37 

38 

39 

40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON

  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
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www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com   •   413.283.8393
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT WWW.TURLEY.COM

New Subscribers!New Subscribers!
Stay connected to all the people, 

places and events that make 
our community a great place 

to call home. From dining and 
entertainment to shopping and 
neighborhood news, we cover 

every local angle to keep you in the 
know and on the go.

YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS!

Call or go online today to subscribe:

413.283.8393
www.turley.com/subscriptions

___   YES, start my subscription to Country Journal today!
Delivery Address
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: ________________________  Email: ___________________________________

Billing/Mailing Address (if different from delivery address):
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ____________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________
Credit Card: _____________________________________________________________
Exp. ________________________________  CVV: ______________________________

Choose your subscription type and term:

__ 1 year $35.00  __ 2 years $50.00

Out-of-State  __ 1 year $40.00  __ 2 years $60.00

__ Check Enclosed  __ Credit Card

Mail this completed form with 
payment or bill me later preference to: 

Agawam Advertiser News
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get Home Delivery for
Less Than 60¢ a Week!

Agawam Advertiser News

JOBS. REAL ESTATE. BUY. SELL

Business Owners,
Reach households throughout 

Agawam and Feeding Hills when 
you advertise with us!

Call TERI WEGIEL 413.333.9218
today to get started.


