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Clark receives
Gold Award from
Girl Scouts

AGAWAM - Girl Scouts of
Central and Western Massa-
chusetts proudly recognized
21 members of the 2025 Girl
Scout Gold Award class who
earned the highest award
in Girl Scouting, the Gold
Award. Twenty-one teen
world-changers in Central
and Western Massachusetts
who invested nearly seven-
teen hundred hours creating
lasting impact on issues im-
portant to them.

Kathryn Clark of Agawam
was among the awardees.

Clark earned her Girl
Scout Gold Award with “Un-
leashing Knowledge: Epilepsy
Education and Empathy;” a
project inspired by her own
experiences living with epi-
lepsy and the misconceptions
she faced. To raise awareness
and foster understanding,
Kathryn created educational
materials, including record-
ed presentations and distrib-
uted copies of Epilepsy: The
Abilities in Me to fifty school
counselors. She partnered
with the Epilepsy Founda-

ect managers. They learn re-
sourcefulness, tenacity, and
decision-making skills, giv-
ing them an edge personally
and professionally. As they
take action to transform their
communities, Gold Award
Girl Scouts gain tangible
skills and prove theyre the
leaders our world needs.

The 2025 Gold Award Girl
Scout class identified issues
in their communities, took
action, and found or created
solutions to earn their Gold
Awards, addressing real-life
problems such as access to
menstrual hygiene products,
neurodivergence awareness,
animal welfare, environmen-
tal sustainability, mental and
physical well-being, and map-
ping a whole town for a rural
fire department.

“Earning the Gold Award
is a distinguished honor that
sets Gold Award Girl Scouts
apart from their peers,” said
Theresa Lynn, CEO of Girl
Scouts of Central and West-
ern Massachusetts. “We're
proud to recognize 21 out-
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People gathered outside of the Agawam Police Department tent during Agawam Night Out to get to learn more about the police

department.

Community celebrates ‘National Night Out’

By Quinn Suomala

ple would come up and ask

Night Out no one could pur-

demonstrations would help

tion of Connecticut to extend  standing young women this Correspondent the department any ques- chase anything, but because to show people the wide va-
her impact, and her resourc- year whose efforts demon- tions they had, so they could were separate now, we can.”  riety of services that these
es will continue to be used strate the leadership, prob- AGAWAM - Agawam learn more about the police On top of the food trucks, departments can offer.

by schools and community
groups. Clark also led cloth-
ing and pet supply drives to
support epilepsy services,
setting up a model others can
replicate.

“Never underestimate the
impact of your story—edu-
cating others with empathy
is a powerful way to make a
difference;” she said.

Gold Award Girl Scouts

lem-solving, and commit-
ment to community that the
Gold Award represents. Their
work makes a lasting impact
and shows they are exactly
the kind of leaders our world
needs”

According to recent re-
search, Gold Award Girl
Scouts are more likely to fill
leadership roles at work and
in their personal lives and are

Night Out was an evening
filled with fun and communi-
ty building for the people of
Agawam.

“The goal of this evening s
to build a better relationship
between the community and
the police,” School Resource
Officer Taylor Hartman said.
“These days a lot of people
have a bad view of us and we
just want to show them that

and how they operate.

This year Agawam did
their Night Out separate
from National Night Out so
they could make the event
bigger and better than ever.
The event was held Friday,
July 25.

“We wanted to change it
up and make it a little bigger,
get more resources because
we wouldn't be competing

there were also a variety of
vendors passing out free
items for children and their
families. Additionally, there
was a train and the National
Guard brought their obstacle
course.

Throughout the evening
there were also a variety of
demonstrations. The Fire
Department did a jaws of
life demonstration, the state

“The demonstrations also
offer people a chance to get
to know the different de-
partments,” Hartman said.
“When else do you ever get
to talk to the fire depart-
ment, for example, unless
they are coming to your
house to help with some-
thing?”

Children and their fam-
ilies were also invited to

become innovative prob- more civically engaged than we are people like they are with Springfield and Chicop-  police did a flyover and there  check out the different vehi-
lem-solvers, empathetic  their non-Girl Scout peers. and that it’s okay to come up ee; Hartman said. “We also  were some trained dogs who cles owned by these different
leaders, confident public and talk to us” have food trucks now, before  showed off their skills.

speakers, and focused proj-
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The new electronic sign at Sacred Heart Church is celebrated.

Church celebrates new electronic sign

Sacred Heart Church par-
ish has completed the instal-
lation of a new electronic sign
in front of our church. The
new electrical sign will dis-
play the multitude of events,
news and information that
take place at our parish.

Many individuals, parish-
ioners, groups and contrac-

||04879 13176|

tors were involved in making
the sign project a success. We
wish to thank the Boy Scouts
Troop 82, Thomas Crouss,
Jr., Aaron O’Connell, Seth
Pouliot and Jack Sullivan for
lending a hand, Craig and
his crew from Witch Equip-
ment for their generosity in
equipment and labor, Mike

J

from O’Connell

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Electrical

Services, Sign Dynamics Inc,
Chicopee Cement, DeCaro
Brothers Landscaping, CRW
Landscaping and the sign
committee: ~ Peter Smus,
Charlie Kehoe, Tony Russo,
Bruce Peterson, Daniel Fry-
dryk, Phil Cristofori, Gina
Smus and Lisa Raffia.

Town releases aggregation plan
for power supply program

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - The Agawam
City Council previously ap-
proved a Massachusetts law
that would allow residents
to have a choice in who
would be their power sup-
plier. The new law was ap-
proved to all residents to be
able to get better rates from
electric providers, which are
able to change service rates
through the state’s attorney
general’s office.

According to the town’s
website, the town recently
developed its Aggregation
Plan, and residents can
now pursue savings on their
electric bills.

The website states, The
Town of Agawam devel-
oped its Aggregation Plan,in
compliance with Massachu-
setts law regarding public
aggregation of electric con-
sumers. It contains required
information on the struc-
ture, operations, services,
funding, and policies of the
Town’s Plan. The Plan has
been developed in consulta-
tion with the Town’s munic-

ipal aggregation consultant,
Colonial Power Group, Inc.
(CPG) and the Massachu-
setts Department of Energy
Resources (DOER) and is
consistent with the Munici-
pal Aggregation Guidelines
developed by the Massachu-
setts Department of Public
Utilities (DPU).

The purpose of the Ag-
gregation Plan is to repre-
sent consumer interests
in competitive markets for
electricity. It seeks to ag-
gregate consumers in the
Town to negotiate rates for
power supply. It brings to-
gether the buying power
of more than 28,000 con-
sumers. The Town seeks to
take greater control of its
energy options, including
enhancing the ability to
pursue price savings, price
stability and the amount of
renewable energy content.
Participation is voluntary
for each consumer. Con-
sumers can decline service
provided through the Plan
and choose an alternative
supply option instead. The
Town has distributed this
Plan for public review prior

to submitting it to the DPU.

Basic  Service rates
change twice a year or more,
depending on rate class. As
aresult, the aggregation rate
may not always be lower
than the Basic Service rate.
The goal of the aggregation
is to deliver savings over the
life of the Program against
Eversource Basic Service.
However, savings cannot be
guaranteed.

Public comment is going
to be accepted on the plan.
The plan became available
for review on July 28.

The Town of Agawam’s
Aggregation Plan will con-
tinue to be available for
public review and comment
through Friday August 29,
2025, at 5:00 p.m.

Any person who de-
sires to comment may do
so in person at the Clerk’s
office or submit written
comments using one of the
following methods: (1) by
e-mail to JBonfiglio@aga-
wam.ma.us; or (2) by postal
mail to Jennifer Bonfiglio,
Chief Procurement Officer,
Town of Agawam, 36 Main
Street, Agawam, MA 01001.

Phone: 413.283.8393 ¢ Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews ¢ Email: aan@turley.com
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Mall shooting suspect held without bail

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - A juvenile
male who was involved with
a shooting incident at the
Holyoke Mall last Friday has
been ordered held without
bail and soon could be sen-
tenced as an adult for the in-
cident.

The juvenile, who cannot
be named because of his age,
was from Springfield accord-
ing to the Hampden County
District Attorney’s Office.

Hampden District Attor-
ney Anthony Gulluni said
the incident could have been
much worse, and emphasized

the dangers of young people
possessing and using guns.

“This harrowing situa-
tion could have ended much
worse. Juveniles and guns is
a recipe for disaster,;” Gulluni
said.

The incident happened at
about 4:30 p.m. last Friday af-
ternoon. Police in Holyoke re-
sponded to a report of shots
fired at the mall.

According to the DA’ re-
port, a Holyoke Mall security
officer observed an individu-
al who was allegedly shoplift-
ing. The security officer alert-
ed Holyoke Police who were
working a detail assignment
within the mall.

suspect was ap-
proached by officers near
the middle of the mall close
to Roundl, a bowling and
arcade place at the mall. The
juvenile showed a firearm
and discharged the weapon,
leading to a brief firefight.
The juvenile was shot in the
leg by police and transported
to Baystate Medical Center in
Springfield. He was arrested
and the firearm he used was
recovered in the incident.
Gulluni said he plans to
pursue a youthful offend-
er indictment on the male,
which would allow courts to
sentence him as an adult ifhe
is convicted.

“The juvenile’s alleged be-
havior is appalling, and we
will seek accountability to
the fullest extent of the law.
We are grateful that no inno-
cent people or officers were
injured,” Gulluni said.

The incident caused a
panic at the mall when the in-
cident happened, with many
people fleeing the mall when
the gunshots were heard. No
one else was injured but the
suspect in the incident.

In the days following
the incident, James Soos, a
spokesperson of Pyramid
Management, which owns
the mall, issued a statement
on behalf of the mall:

“The safety and well-being
of our guests, tenants, and
employees remain our high-
est priority at Holyoke Mall.
We are committed to provid-
ing a secure and welcoming
environment, and we contin-
ue to take proactive steps to
strengthen safety protocols
throughout the property. In
close collaboration with local
law enforcement agencies,
these measures are continu-
ally reviewed and enhanced
to meet evolving safety
needs, including our Parental
Escort Policy, which has been
in place for several years. In
addition, Holyoke Mall reg-
ularly conducts emergency

preparedness drills, training
sessions, and risk assess-
ments to ensure our team is
equipped to respond swiftly
and effectively in any situ-
ation. We also encourage
guests to remain vigilant and
report any suspicious activity
to mall security or local au-
thorities. We remain stead-
fast in our efforts to foster a
safe, family-friendly environ-
ment for all who visit, work,
and shop at Holyoke Mall”

The next step in the case
is a dangerousness hearing
scheduled for Aug. 4. If he is
found to be a danger, the sus-
pect will be held in jail until
the case is resolved.

Springfield Museum
seeking tour guides
for students

SPRINGFIELD - Spring-
field Museums is now accept-
ing applications for docents,
who will serve as dynam-
ic educators leading tours
and programs in the galler-
ies. Docents are volunteers
trained to deliver engaging
educational tours for K-12
students and adult visitors.
Volunteers receive exten-
sive instruction in museum
collections and interpretive
techniques led by curators
and museum educators,
enhancing both personal
growth and visitor experi-
ences.

With several grant-fund-
ed elementary school field
trips planned for the upcom-
ing 2025-2026 school year—
thanks to the generosity of
funders like MassMutual
Foundation (via Smithso-
nian), MGM Foundation,
Westfield Academy, Shurtleff
Children’s Services, and the
Michael Cimini Memorial
Fund— the Museums are
especially in need of history
and science enthusiasts to
join the docent program.

“Docents have the special
privilege of sparking curi-
osity and creating memora-
ble experiences for visiting
school children,” says School
Programs Supervisor Katie
Merrill. “They play a vital
role in enhancing the visitor
experience of our five world-
class museums!”

In addition to training
and ongoing workshops, ap-

plicants accepted into the
docent program also enjoy
exclusive social events and
an annual symposium, dis-
counts on Museum School
classes and at the Hanmer
Museum Store, and free ad-
mission to select programs
and lectures.

Multi-session training
begins in late September
and runs through winter or
spring, depending on disci-
pline (Art, History: up to 20
classes; Science, Dr. Seuss:
up to 15 classes). Training
takes place on weekday af-
ternoons. Docents commit
to leading at least 20 tours
per year for two consecutive
years following the training
year. Tours generally occur
Tuesday-Friday, 9:30 AM-
2:00 PM, aligning with school
field trips, but opportunities
to lead tours or programs on
evenings and weekends may
be available.

Interested individuals
should visit Springfield-
Museums.org/volunteer to
learn more and complete an
application; email inquiries
are welcome at docents@
springfieldmuseums.org.
Applicants will be reviewed
based on qualifications and
the number of docent guide
openings available. Selected
applicants will then be con-
tacted for an interview.

MassMutual is the season
sponsor of the Springfield
Museums.

West of the River
Chamber holding
Legislative breakfast

AGAWAM - The West of
the River Chamber of Com-
merce will be holding its
next Legislative Breakfast
on Wednesday, Sept. 24 from
7:30 to 9 a.m. at Springfield

Country Club. The event will
feature State Representa-
tives Mike Finn and Nicholas
Boldyga, and State Sen. John
Velis. To register, go to busi-
ness.ourwrc.com.
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Velis Instrumental in strengthening
Phone Free School Policy passed by Senate

BOSTON - Today, the
Massachusetts State Senate
passed legislation to limit
students’ access to personal
electronic devices, includ-
ing cell phones, during the
entire school day. The final
legislation was influenced
by several similar policies
introduced by Senators this
session including a bill in-
troduced by Senator John
C. Velis. Through careful
work alongside subject
knowledge experts, Sen-
ate Velis received praise for
his instrumental work in
strengthening the final poli-
cy passed by the Senate.

The legislation, S$2561
An Act To Promote Student
Learning And Mental Health,
would require local districts
to develop policies that pro-
hibits access and possession
of personal electronic devic-
es during school hours by
the 2026-2027 school year.
The legislation ensures that
districts receive support
and guidance from the De-
partment of Elementary and

Secondary Education and
also provides exceptions
for students with IEPs (In-
dividualized Education Pro-
grams). The legislation also
requires that school policies
ensure that parents and stu-
dents can contact one an-
other if requested during the
school day.

“We are so grateful for
Senator Veliss leadership,
and we commend Senator
Velis, the Senate Ways and
Means committee, and the
hardworking staff of the
Senate for making a bell-
to-bell policy work for the
Commonwealths students,
teachers, and families,
shared Casey Mock, Senior
Director of Policy for The
Anxious Generation. “We
look forward to Massachu-
setts joining 19 other states
in adopting a strong state-
wide policy”

“The passage of this bill
means that every Massachu-
setts public school student
will get the enormous benefit
of a 6-to-7-hour break, each

school day, from cellphones
and other personal elec-
tronic devices. This is a huge
victory for students’ mental
health, focus, and real world
connection,” shared Debra
Mann Schmill, President of
Becca Schmill Foundation.
“It is also a huge victory for
teachers and school admin-
istrators. I cannot thank
Senator Velis enough, first
for working with the Becca
Schmill Foundation on one
of the 13 bills introduced
this session on this topic,
but also for fighting so hard
to make sure that the bill
that did pass would be most
beneficial for Massachusetts
students.

“We have a serious five-
alarm fire on our hands.
Our kids are distracted
from their education, their
social development is be-
ing hindered, and they are
struggling with their mental
health like we've never seen
before. I don’t think its a
coincidence that when you
look at data related to lower

academic scores or increas-
ing diagnosis of anxiety,
that the trends drastically
changed for the worse right
around 2012 when smart
phones became widely ac-
cessible; shared Senator
Velis, Senate Chair of the
Joint Committee on Mental
Health, Substance Use and
Recovery. “When you bring
up the idea of limiting a kids
access to their cell phone,
they are usually incredibly
defensive and outraged, and
in many respects, their reac-
tion doesn’t look that much
different from telling some-
one in the throes of addic-
tion that they are being sent
to rehab. The very least we
can do for their well-being
and to support our incredi-
ble educators is restrict the
use of cellphones during
school hours’

With the legislation hav-
ing been passed by the Sen-
ate, it now goes to the House
of Representatives for their
consideration.

Supplies running short
for cat sanctuary

AGAWAM - To all of
our valued friends and
supporters: The Cat Sanc-
tuary is running short
of supplies this month.
Could you help out with
an extra boost by donating
unscented clumping cat
litter, Kirkland purple bag
dry food, Xlarge peepads,
Temptations. For finan-
cial donations, checks can
be mailed to P.O. Box 174,
Feeding Hills 01030. Pay-
Pal: @FelineFriendsRaffle.
Venmo: @Feline-Friends.
New drop off location: 532
Springfield St., Feeding
Hills. *Look for the Feline
Friends sign on the side
door. Please put donations
inside the door. *

Just a reminder that we
have a donation bin at the
Agawam Public Library.
Please include contact in-
formation with donations
if you would like an ac-

PRICES IN
ARE AT OR BEL

knowledgement. We are
grateful for every donation.
Local pick up is available
by calling 786-5019.

Thank you to every-
one who donated goods
or monetary donations in
July. Your generosity is ap-
preciated by the cats and
their humans. We are still
looking for a location for a
food drive.

Feline Friends Inc. is a
community-based, non-
profit sanctuary that does
not discriminate against
any cat based on age, gen-
der or disability.

More information
about our sanctuary may
be found on our website
at felinefriendsinc.org or
our Facebook page at Fe-
line Friends Cat Sanctuary.
Contact us with questions
at info@felinefriendsinc.
org or by phone at 413-
786-5019.

AGAWAM - Stanley
Park is pleased to invite
the community to its An-
nual Fundraiser on Sat-
urday, Sept. 13 at 5 p.m.
in the Beveridge Pavilion.
This cherished event helps
sustain the Park’s natural
beauty, facilities, and free
public programs.

The evening will feature
hors d'oeuvres, a buffet din-
ner, dessert, a cash bar, and
show-stopping entertain-
ment from Howl2Go Duel-
ing Pianos—a high-energy,
interactive, request-driven
musical experience where
two pianists battle it out
with your favorite songs
and a healthy dose of hu-
mor.

Returning this year is
an exciting online auction
with an added raffle, filled
with must-have prizes you

Stanley Park
announces annual
fundraiser

won't want to miss out on,
including an hour-long
scenic plane ride for three,
a weeklong Cape Cod va-
cation, gift certificates to
your favorite local busi-
nesses, museum passes,
and much more.

Follow Stanley Park on
Facebook for exclusive pre-
views of auction and raf-
fle items leading up to the
event.

Seats are limited, so
don’t wait—reserve yours
now at https://auctria.
events/ivorykeysandmel-
odies and enjoy a memo-
rable night while making a
lasting difference for Stan-
ley Park.

Please call the Devel-
opment Office at 413-568-
9312 x108 or email devel-
opment@stanleypark.org
with any questions.
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BBB: Help for shopping for school tech

Though its role in the
classroom will continue to
evolve, technology is now a
critical component of edu-
cation. If youre shopping for
technology for the upcoming
school year, BBB has tips to
help.

What you’ll learn:

What trends are indicat-
ed by market research

How to avoid scams
when shopping for tech
supplies

Market research firm De-
loitte details how education-
al shifts influence consumer
shopping habits. In 2025, De-
loitte reports that tech prod-
ucts will make up 26% of the

share of total spending on
back-to-school shopping.
With this in mind, scam-
mers may target shoppers
with phony deals, enticing
ads, and attractive but fake
websites. Savvy online shop-
ping is necessary to ensure
you don'’t fall prey to a scam.
BBB offers these tips
for buying tech products
ahead of the new school

year:
Shop with familiar re-
tailers. Laptops, tablets,

and other tech accessories
can be a significant invest-
ment. Shop with businesses
you know and trust to en-
sure you get a quality prod-

uct and good customer ser-
vice. Search BBB.org to find
BBB Accredited Businesses.

Watch out for impos-
tors. Impostor scams are
increasingly common when
it comes to online shop-
ping. Fraudsters may use the
name, logo, and other char-
acteristics of well-known
brands to create looka-
like websites and fake so-
cial media ads. Closely
examine the website to ver-
ify they are who they are.

Approach significant-
ly low prices with cau-
tion. Low prices and short-

term sales could signal
you've encountered a scam.
If the price seems too good
to be true, it probably is.

Some companies rare-
ly offer sales. Do more re-
search if a company that
rarely discounts products of-
fers a huge sale. The products
may be used or refurbished,
or the website could be fake.

Know what you're
shopping for. Set a budget,
identify what capabilities
will benefit your student,
and compare your options.
Then, shop around for a re-
liable seller. Researching
the best product for your

needs will help you avoid
scams and buyer’s remorse.

Ensure you know who
the seller is. Some big box
retailers allow third-par-
ty sellers to list items on
their sites, and those items
can be hard to distinguish
from the rest. Read all the
fine print to ensure youre
comfortable with the seller.

Finish your shopping
early. Supply shortages are
possible, especially as many
consumers begin shopping
for the same products. Do
your shopping now to avoid
paying higher prices or fall-
ing victim to a scam.

Parish
Cupboard
to hold
pickleball
fundraiser

AGAWAM/WEST
SPRINGFIELD - West
Springfield Agawam Parish
Cupboard 3rd Annual Pick-
leball FUNdraiser will be
held Saturday, Sept. 13 at
Mittineague Park in West
Springfield. All ages wel-
come - Recreational and
Competitive play divisions.
For info or to register:
www.theparishcupboard.
org or call 413-734-7969.

Dance sessions offered

WESTFIELD - Join us
Aug. 18 on the Stanley Park
Acre Lawn next to the Pavil-
ion Annex from 6 to 7 p.m. for
two Chakra Dance sessions
led by Harlene Simmons
from All Natural Reiki.

Chakra dance is rhythm
for your soul, a move-
ment-based practice that
combines dance, music, and
visualization to balance and
activate the bodys seven
energy centers, or chakras.
This dance is to balance your
Chakras (energy centers) and
discover a deepened connec-
tion to your true self and feel-
ing of coming home.

Music for your Base
Chakra : vibrational, con-
necting your body to earth

Music for your Sacral
Chakra: sensual, connecting
to your inner goddess or god

Music for your Solar Plex-
us Chakra : fiery & dynamic,

strong defined movement.

Music for your Heart
Chakra: uplifting, joyful soft-
ening of your heart.

Music for your Throat
Chakra: more ethereal,
chanting as you dance, ex-
pressing your inner truth.

Music for your Third Eye
Chakra: High vibrations,
opens up to intuitive guid-
ance through dance.

Music for your Crown
Chakra: opening to a feeling
of oneness, connected to the
divine.

Dress comfortably, easy,
flowing clothes are recom-
mended.

Donations to the Park of
$5 per person, per class, is
suggested.

For more information on
Chakra Dance classes and all
other Stanley Park events,

check online at: www.
stanleypark.org.

FHCC holding

AGAWAM - Join us
for an evening of painting
and FUNraising to benefit
Church World Services at
Feeding Hills Congregational
Church, located on 21 North
Westfield Street, on Friday,
Aug. 8 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The cost is $35 and includes
all the materials needed to
paint a canvas of candlelit
mason jars.

CWS is a faith-based glob-
al organization providing re-

a paint night

lief for communities plagued
by hunger, poverty, displace-
ment and disaster. Recently
Feeding Hills Congregational
Church put together health
and school kits to help with
disasters like the flooding in
Texas and the Carolinas.

Deadline for registration
is August 4th. For further
information and to register
contact Linda 413-896-4041
or Mary Beth at 413-426-
2319.

Wistariahurst featuring senior artists

HOLYOKE - Wistaria-
hurst Museum is excited to
welcome senior artists into
the gallery for “Creating COA
Artists” this August 2025.
This exhibition features art-
ists involved in Holyoke's se-
nior center and Council on
Aging.

Participating artists have
anywhere from months to
decades of experience, and
this exhibition celebrates
artists at all stages. A variety
of mediums are featured in
this exhibition from water-
color, to acrylic, to ceram-

ics and textiles. This diverse
selection of artwork shows
both a range of experience
and mediums, coming to-
gether to form a truly unique
exhibit.

The Holyoke Council on
Aging and Senior Center has
hosted a variety of art class-
es, encouraging their visitors
to continue or begin creat-
ing. Many members of the se-
nior center have used these
classes to embrace their pas-
sion for the visual arts. Some
of the artwork on view in the
exhibit at Wistariahurst has

been created in these classes.
The opening reception
of “Creating COA Artists”
will be held Thursday, Aug.
210 from 5 to 7 p.m. Wista-
riahurst is an artist-friend-
ly space that encourages
creativity and supports the
growth of this region’s artists.
Open Gallery Hours will be
held on Mondays (10 a.m. to
2 p.m.) and Tuesdays (4:30 to
6:30 p.m.) through Sept. 23,
which will also be free and
open to the public. We hope
that you stop by and explore
“Creating COA Artists”

This program is funded in
part by a grant from the Holy-
oke Local Cultural Council,
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.

Visit the link below to
register for the opening re-
ception. Registration is not
required, but encouraged:
https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/opening-re-
ception-creat-
ing-coa-artists-tick-
ets-1505175413179?aff=o0d-
dtdt creator.

Veterans holding golf tournament Aug. 31

AGAWAM — The Friends
of the Massachusetts Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery at
Agawam and the Friends of
the Agawam Veterans Coun-
cil proudly announce their
First Annual Golf Tourna-
ment in support of Wreaths
Across America, a nation-
al effort to honor and re-
member our fallen veterans

ing at the Agawam Veterans
Memorial Cemetery this De-
cember.

Event Details: 18 Holes of
Golf with a cart, lunch, din-
ner and a raffle entry.

Location: Agawam Mu-
nicipal Golf Course

Date: Aug. 31

Time: 12 noon

Registration Options:

during the holiday season.

This exciting event
promises a day of cama-
raderie, remembrance,
and community support.
Golfers, sponsors, and
community members are
invited to participate and
help lay wreaths at the
graves of veterans rest-

Katherine Anderson to host writer’s group

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Library Writers Group is
hosted by award-winning
author Katherine Anderson
on Thursday, Aug. 21 at 6
p-m. This in-person work-

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

shop is open to writers of all
levels and genres. There will
be opportunities for peer
and host feedback, learning
the basics of self-publishing,
finding opportunities for

submission to magazines,
literary journals, and press-
es, assembling a portfolio,
and the basics of a query
package for submissions
and publications.

It ¢ Celebration Tame!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor

Event Rental Needs

A
INT

Tent and Table Rentals

(;‘xsz:R:ES:

"CANTALOUPE

Tomatoes, Kale, Lettuce,

Cabbage, Cukes, Pickles,
een & Yellow Beans, Peppers
ng Tomatoes When Available

. ( NAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE
257 Feeding Hills Road, (Rte 57)

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297

-FARMS:

Southwick, MA ° (413) 569-6417
(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

Individual Golfer: $125

Team of Four: $450

Dinner Only: $30

Tee Sponsor: $100 (Com-
pany or “In Memory of” ded-
ication)

Other Sponsorship Op-
portunities Available

Payments Accepted:

Check (payable to FM-
VMCA, PO Box 03, Feeding
Hills, MA 01030)

Venmo

Credit Card (by phone)

To Register or Sponsor:
Contact Marline Claremont
at 413-221-9548 or email
wreathfriends@gmail.com.
Registration forms are avail-
able upon request.

Join us in honoring those
who served with a round of
golf, good food, and great
company—all for a noble
cause.

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

pon’

b

The August 21 & 28 issues of the Agawam Advertiser
will be DIRECT MAILED to all residents!
This is a great opportunity to reach many potential customers.

CALL WENDY AT 413-283-8393
EMAIL: WDELCAMP@TURLEY.COM

NOTE EARLY DEADLINES:
August 21 issue deadline is Friday, August 15.
August 28 issue deadline is Friday, August 22.
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Opinion

Midsummer maintenance W/// Keep annuals going strong

he half dead pot of
Tpetunias on the rent-
al house’s steps got
me thinking about the per-
fect column for this time of
year! After all, we invest hard
earned money in annual flow-
ers and plants, and we expect
that they will provide us with
color through the first frost.
What steps can we take now
to ensure that they will?
Read on for some useful
advice, straight from the ar-
chives.

Remove spent flowers

Most annuals will con-
tinue to bloom abundantly
if they are deadheaded on a
regular basis. Deadheading is
an entertaining term used to
define the removal of spent
flowers.

A plant produces flow-
ers for one purpose: to sur-
vive. You see, once a flower
has been pollinated it will
produce seed; seed that will
grow future plants.

If a plant has produced
enough flowers that have
gone to seed it will consider
its job to be done, flower pro-

duction will cease, and it will
begin to decline. By dead-

petals, or it will do no

good. Include the stem

as well to keep the plant tidy.
Petunias, marigolds, zin-

nias and salvia, among oth-

ers, are examples of plants

that require regular dead-

heading to look their best

throughout the growing sea-

son.

Shear them back to en-
courage new growth

Some annuals start to get
a leggy appearance about
now. Others may have brown
tips.

These plants require more
drastic measures to bring
back their youthful good
looks. Give them a good hair-
cut.

Simply look within the

SOCIAL SECURITY

Dear Rusty:

I am currently receiving
Social Security benefits
while continuing to work
full time.

There are no restric-
tions on my wage earn-
ings because I waited until
full retirement age before
beginning benefits. How-
ever, I was also told that
my benefit amount would
be reviewed each year if
my current earnings were
higher than past earnings.

That held true for the
first two years, but has yet
to be adjusted for 2025.
I thought it might be be-
cause of HR 82, which does
not impact me directly,
but I think it may be the
reason my payment has
not yet been changed. Has
enough time passed so I
should contact SSA now to
see if this is the case?

Signed:

Waiting Anxiously

Dear Waiting;:

If you are already col-
lecting benefits, Social Se-
curity reviews your earn-
ings each year to see if your
more recent earnings are
high enough to warrant an
increase in your monthly
benefit. They do this au-
tomatically, after they get
your most recent earnings
data from the IRS and they
typically do that review by
the end of the third quar-
ter of each year. If a higher
benefit is indicated, they
will increase your monthly
amount and pay you retro-
actively to the beginning of
the year for any difference
in your benefit.

SSA has, indeed, been
vigorously working on
changes resulting from
HR82 (the Social Security
Fairness Act), which may
have affected the timeli-
ness of their review of your
recent earnings. However,
I suspect that is not why
your SS benefit has not
yet changed. More likely,
it has to do with the fact
that your past earnings
have been adjusted for in-
flation, which is a normal
part of Social Security’s

Why hasn’t my §S
benefit changed because
[ am still working?

process when calculating
your benefit amount.

Your earnings for each
year in your lifetime up to
age 60 were adjusted for
inflation when you origi-
nally claimed SS and your
recent earnings would
need to be higher than
the inflation-adjusted
amounts used by SS when
you claimed. They use the
35 highest earnings years
adjusted for inflation over
your lifetime to calculate
your benefit and infla-
tion has a substantial ef-
fect. For example, $50,000
earned in 1990 would
require over $100,000 in
earnings today to cause an
increase in your benefit.
Thus, you cannot go by the
actual dollars you earned
in earlier years, because SS
uses inflated amounts to
calculate your benefit.

In any case, if you be-
lieve that the Social Se-
curity Administration
neglected reviewing your
earnings from last year
or in any year since you
claimed, you can make
an appointment to review
that with them by calling
1-800-772-1213. SSA typ-
ically does such appoint-
ments over the phone, so
you likely won’t need to
make a personal visit to
your local SSA office to in-
vestigate this.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
Jor information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundations staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

plant and find healthy, green
growth. Cut calendulas, pan-
sies and snapdragon back to
that point. Alyssum or lobelia
can often be sheared to with-
in inches of the ground.

Don’'t worry; they won't
look bad for long! You can
jump start regrowth with a
bit of liquid fertilizer.

Feed your plants

Annuals that are well fer-
tilized at planting time likely
look a bit pale by now. If fo-
liage is off-color and flower
production is nil, pull back
the bark mulch and sprinkle
some organic fertilizer gran-
ules at the base of each plant.

Cultivate gently and water
in a little bit. You can also use
awater soluble liquid fertiliz-
er every couple of weeks.

If going natural is your
cup of tea, make some! Com-
post or manure tea has long
been used to keep growth
lush. Steep a burlap bag of
either compost or aged ma-
nure in a large trash bucket
filled with water and use as
needed.

Smaller batches can be
made right in a watering can.
Likewise, there are numer-
ous blends of seaweed and
fish emulsion on the market
that can be watered in or
used as a foliar feed.

Water, water, water

Be careful not to let your
plants dry out. When you
need to water the garden, re-
member to do so in the early
morning, if possible, to avoid
evaporation. Early evening
is another good option, but
try to get the job done with
enough time for the foliage to
dry before darkness sets in.

Deep waterings twice a
week are far better than nu-
merous quick showers. The
former will promote deep,
penetrating roots and future
drought tolerance.

Well-watered,  well-fed
and well-groomed annuals
will reward you with beau-
tiful bountiful blossoms for
another two months — well
worth the effort indeed.

Summer questions for
the Garden Lady

This question came when
the Garden Lady was visiting
the local library: “What is go-
ing on with my lilac?”

That was all she needed

ago, and at that
time it was
the second

heading, we keep the
plant in reproduc-
tive mode, in other
words, in flower!
When you re-
move dying blos-
soms, make sure to
pinch off the entire
flower, not just the

to say, and I knew: brown,
crispy leaves, and dead
stems. I answered this

same question

perhaps a year

year people

had been see-

ing these symptoms

on their beloved lilac
bushes.

Well, here we are after an-
other wet spring. Read on to
hear my answer.

All you have to do is ride
in the car and you will notice
brown leaved lilac bushes or
those that are nearly devoid
of leaves altogether! My best
guess is that Pseudocerco-
spora leaf blight of lilac is the
culprit.

Some lilacs even lost their
leaves then sported flowers
in October because the plant,
after leaf loss, was tricked
into thinking it was time to
flower and grow new leaves.
Because this new growth is
very tender, you may notice
tip dieback in spring on those
areas of new growth and/or
flowering.

It simply didnt have
enough time to harden off
before winter. Lilacs are
tough plants, though, so
don’t despair.

What can we do to help,
you ask? First of all, clean
up fallen leaves and debris
so that it won't spread the
inoculum. Second, water the
bushes well and at the base if
this fall is droughty.

In the spring, prune out
any dead branches, disin-
fecting your tools in between
cuts. You can also choose to
prune the plant in such a way
so that there is better airflow
throughout.

That always helps to cut
down on diseases. I'm not a
chemical girl - I really try to
enhance my cultural practic-
es to strengthen the overall
health of the plant. I am sure
there are options out there
for this particular malady
should you wish to research
it.

Melissa wants to know
what my pick is for a long
blooming perennial: “I love
perennials, but I'm sick of
plants that cost an arm and a
leg then bloom for two weeks
or less. Do you have a long
flowering favorites that will
give me my money’s worth?”

Yes, indeed. Although I
am a recent convert to the
Coral Bell Admirer’s Club,
my membership is now a life-
time one.

You see, mom was giving
away some of her plants last
year. I more or less took them
to make her happy, installing
them is a part sun situation
in my front yard.

Well folks, I cut some of
the wispy stems, boasting

v

sprays of small, coral colored
flowers the first weekend in
June for a floral arrangement
and believe it or not, they are
still blooming. On their way
out, yes, but still showing
color.

Heuchera is the Genus for
a large number of Coral Bell
cultivars and hybrids, many
of which are grown more for
their foliage than for their
flowers. I'll probably never
know what the name of my
mom’s plants are; they are the
standard green lobed leaves
and aforementioned flowers
on self supporting stems that
top out around 28 inches tall.

Foliage can uniquely col-
ored, though, and beauti-
fully and intricately veined.
You'll find it yellow-bronze,
as seen with “Amber Waves”
or the red-purple of “Choco-
late Ruffles,” and many in be-
tween. Some cultivars have a
silver pattern to their foliage
which is caused by air bub-
bles that get trapped under
the leaf surface.

The coloration isn’t errat-
ic, but uniquely defined be-
cause of the regular pattern
of the leaf veins. Just beauti-
ful. And just like the Hostas I
mentioned a few weeks back,
some gardeners appreciate
the foliage so much of Coral
Bells that they cut the flow-
ers right off, especially on
those varieties where they
are more nondescript.

Besides the coral color,
flowers can come in white,
cream or even light green.

Plants are best in full sun
to part shade in neutral to
alkaline soil. They will rot
in soil that is waterlogged.
During the drought we've
been experiencing I have
noticed that they don’t par-
ticularly enjoy super dry soil
either, so they have gotten
a drink now and then in be-
tween rain storms.

Removing spent flowers
may increase bloom time.
Perhaps because of my early
removal for that flower ar-
rangement, I inadvertently
extended the show. I'll plan
to do that again next year
now that I am a convert.

As an added bonus, flow-
ers are attractive to bees,
butterflies and occasionally
hummingbirds.

Maybe I have convinced
you to also give this unique
and varied Genus a try in
your garden.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 32 years she has held
the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette@turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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Upcoming activities at the Agawam Senior Genter

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Senior Center will be holding
the following activities and
events in the coming weeks:

Michelle A. Mccarthy,
RMT - The heart-to-

heart healing connection

Monday, Aug. 11 and 25 at

12 noon

Must sign up in advance.

Reiki is a Japanese stress
reduction and relaxation
technique. It is based on the
idea that a “Life Force Ener-
gy” flows through each of us.
When your Life Force Energy
is low, you are more likely to
feel the effects of stress or to
feel ill. Reiki is a “hands on”
method of reducing stress,
promoting relaxation and
creating balance in ourselves
and our actions. Appoint-
ments on Monday, Aug. 11
and 25 beginning at 12 noon.
Call Kristina at 726-2836 to

book your appointment. Cost
is $20 per 20-minute session
in the library.

Agawam Senior

Center Computer Tech

& Support Club
Aug. 12 and 26 from 10 to
11 a.m.

The Agawam Senior Cen-
ter Computer and Technol-
ogy Club will meet on July 8
and 22 and again on Aug. 12
and 26.

Medicare Supplement
Plans or Medicare
Advantage Plans? Which

coverage is best for me?
Tuesday, Aug. 12 at 1 p.m.
in Seminar Hall
For those new to Medi-
care, this is the top question
most people have when seek-
ing health insurance. Even
if youre already enrolled
on a health insurance plan,

it's always a good idea to re-
evaluate your choices each
year. Circumstances change,
and so can your health plan.
While we won't go into Blue
Cross Blue Shield plan de-
tails, you will leave with a
clear understanding of which
type of Medicare plan best
fits your needs. We'll discuss
Original Medicare, the dif-
ferences between Medicare
Supplement and Medicare
Advantage plans, prescrip-
tion drug coverage options,
and real-life case studies and
resources to help you make
decisions.

Call the senior center to
register for this event.

Computer Classes
Monday; Aug. 18 from
10:30to 11:30 a.m.

The Agawam Senior Cen-
ter in conjunction with Revi-
talize Community Develop-
ment of Springfield will be

provide Computer Literacy
Work Shops twice a month
at the Senior Center. Andrew
Fluitt who is a Digital Navi-
gator/IT Support from Revi-
talize will be here to provide
this service at no cost to you.
The class will be available to
9 students per time. We will
be sharing the computers.
Please call Kristina at 726-
2826 to register. First come
first serve.

Karaoke, Kettle Corn, And
Cousins Maine Lobster

Food Truck
Tuesday, Aug. 19 from 5:30
to 7 p.m.

Do you love to sing? Do
you love to cheer on others
as they belt out their favorite
tunes? The Senior Center is
offering Karaoke Night.

Agawam resident Raven
will be coming in to run a fun

Karaoke night and the Senior
Center will provide the sweet
treat of Kettle Corn for you to
enjoy.

So brush off those vocal
cords, practice your favorite
tune and come down to the
Senior Center for a night of
fun.

All ages welcome...bring
those grandkids.

Cousins Maine Lobster
will be here from 5 to 7 p.m.
with the option of you to pur-
chase some delicious lobster
from their food truck this
night! Bring money to pur-
chase.

Come for the lobster,.stay
for the karaoke!

Coffee Talk with Veterans
Wednesday, Aug. 20 in the
Coffee Shop
Are you a Veteran? We
here at the Agawam Senior
Center would like to offer you
a space to have a coffee or tea

on us. Come alone or bring a
buddy. We would love to get
to know you.

Continuing Sessions with
Glenn Olsen
Aug. 22 at 1 p.m. in the
Conference Room
A little about me, I was a
long term successful Physical
Science Special Educator. In
January of 20101 had a severe-
ly disabling stroke. For the
past 15 years I have focused
on rehabilitation from my
injuries with both traditional
and non-traditional methods.
We have discussed topics es-
sential to living a healthy life
style such as foods, nutrition,
and vitamins. We will contin-
ue to talk about fascinating
topics such as muscle testing,
energy levels, orbs, the signif-
icance of color and more. I
look forward to having you a
part of our discussion.

BBB advices to heware of rental unit scams

If you are considering
a move and need to rent,
watch out for a new twist
on fake rental ads. According
to multiple BBB Scam Track-
er reports, scammers use
fake tenant credit checks to
trick potential renters into
compromising sensitive per-
sonal information.

How the scam works

You find a good deal on
an apartment while brows-
ing rental listings online.
When you call the number
to inquire, the owner asks
you to complete a credit
check before you can see the
place. If you agree, they’ll
send you a link to a website
where you can get the credit
check done.

The website maylook pro-
fessional, but it’s all part of a
scam. After you enter your
sensitive information and
pay for the credit check, the
“landlord” will disappear.
Your credit card information
could be compromised, and
you could even be at risk
for identity theft.

One consumer in Cali-
fornia reported paying for

Hibernians
holding
picnic

HOLYOKE - The Hiberni-
ans of Hampden/Hampshire
Counties invites the public
to attend the Annual Tradi-
tional Summer Picnic fea-
turing The Healy’s at Hamel’s
Summit View Pavilion 555
Northampton St Holyoke on
Sunday, Aug. 24 from 1 to 5
p-m., rain or shine.

Tickets are $30 per per-
son for adults and 16-and-
over, kids 10-15 are $15.

For reservations by Tues-
day, Aug. 19 call Joe O’Con-
nor at 413-627-7148 or Fran
Hennessey at 413-785-5687
aoh-holyoke.com

The Maurice A. Donahue
Memorial Scholarship will
be presented.

There will be Irish-
American Music; dancing; A
Super BBQ-hot dogs, ham-
burgers, potato salad, tossed
salad, dessert; coffee. Also,
included is a cash bar; kid’s
games; giant raffle.

The event will benefit the

Maurice A. Donahue Memo-
rial Scholarship.

Check out
turleysports
on Instagram

the credit check as part of
the application, then tried
to cancel after they “put all
of our personal information
on there... there is no phone
number on a form to request
for someone to contact you
and no one ever does.” They
lost $100, had to cancel their
card, and are now worried
about identity theft.

Another consumer in
Connecticut reported they
filled out the application and
paid, but “No credit check
was made until after 35 days
after I called email and tex-
ted numerous times regard-
ing my refund for service not
provided... lesson learned I
will always look at reviews
as if I did, I would not have
lost my $100..” - again, leave
the name out since we nev-
er know if the scammer is
spoofing a name.

Another consumer re-
ported the following expe-
rience: “I gave my name,
address, and social security
number to obtain my cred-
it score from this website. I
was asked to take a screen-
shot of my score and send
it to the same address that
emailed me the link. After-

ward, I was sent an email
with a showing time, but the
house number was not listed
on this email or on the list-
ing on Craigslist” Afterward,
the consumer was unable
to reach anyone about the
apartment. Their calls and
emails went unanswered.

How to avoid credit
check rental scams

Be wary of low-
er-than-usual prices.If the
rent for an apartment is
well below the going mar-
ket rate, consider it a red
flag. Scammers love to draw
people in with claims that
sound too good to be true.

Do some research. Search
the listing online, as well as
the associated phone num-
ber and email address. If you
find another listing for the
same property in a different
city, you've spotted a scam.
Reverse image searches can
be helpful, too, as can search-
ing the alleged landlord’s
name along with the word
“scam.” These searches only
take a few minutes and are
well worth the effort. Also,
search BBB Scam Track-

&H NASTE &

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 « Fax 413-789-3738
WWW.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”’

ADVERTISING

SALES

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» |f so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:;jamie@turley.com

er for any recent reports.

Always see the propertyin
person. Many rental scams
involve listings for proper-
ties that dont exist. Some-
thing is fishy if the renter
refuses to let you know
where the apartment is be-
fore you complete a credit
check or pay them a deposit.
Be wary, too, if you are given
the address of a home with
a for sale sign in the yard.
You might not be in con-
tact with the actual owners.
Verify the property owner’s
information. Contact a li-
censed real estate agent to
see who owns a property,
or check the county proper-
ty appraiser’s website. Ask
the landlord for a copy of

their ID to verify they are
who they claim to be before
you offer up sensitive per-
sonal information like your
social security number for
a credit check. If the land-
lord refuses or gets upset,
you could be dealing with a
scammer. Check BBB.org for
trusted property owners.

Be cautious about credit
check websites. If you need a
credit check, always use rep-
utable sources, such as those
recommended by the Con-
sumer Financial Protection
Bureau (U.S.) or the Finan-
cial Consumer Agency of
Canada. Also, check to see if
the website is secure. Learn
how to identify a fake web-
site.

CLARK

from page 1

Eighty-seven  percent
(87%) of Gold Award Girl
Scouts agree that earn-
ing their Gold Award gave
them skills that help them
succeed professionally.
Seventy-two percent (72%)
said earning their Gold
Award helped them get a
scholarship. Changing the
world doesn’t end when a
Girl Scout earns her Gold
Award. Ninety-nine per-
cent (99%) of Gold Award
Girl Scout alums take on
leadership roles in their ev-
eryday lives.

The teens were hon-
ored at the Girl Scout Gold
Award and Silver Award
Ceremony on June 18 at
Mechanics Hall in Worces-
ter.

.123456 7 |8 101112.
13

16 .17

20 21

25

29

40. One of the founders of

70. Hospital unit

38
41
44
51
56
60 . 64
65 68
B B
CLUES ACROSS modern psychology ~ GLUES DOWN 30. Start over
1. Spiritual leaders 41, Endured 1, Animal disease 32. Wild white flower
7. Salt 43. Afemale domestic 2. Commercial 35, Fourteen
13. Fortified wine 44, You can getstuckin 3. Necklace materials 37. Visual way to interact
14, Edible mollusk one 4, Containers With computer (abbr,)
16. They precede C 45. Partner to feather 5. Investment account 38, Side by side and facing
17. Away to compare 47, Passive optical network 6. Colorado Heisman Trophy ~ the same way

19, State lawyer 48, French ballet dynasty Winner 39. Religious conflicts
20. “Game of Thrones” 51, Employee stock 7. Dipped down 42. Touch lightly
actor Ciaran ownership plan 8. Head injury category 43, “Boardwalk Empire”
22. Eighth month (abbr,) 53, Bottom layer (abbr,) actress Gretchen
23. Very willing 55. Sound 9, Lay about 46. Violent seizure of property
25, __exmachina 5. Yankee great Judge 10, Intestinal 47. One who supports the
26. Satisfies 58. Dickens character 11 Not yes pope
28. Mountain in New 59. Late beloved TNT 12, Caused to be loved 49, Malaise
Zealand sportscaster 13, Muslim spiritual leader 50. Body fluid
29. Adoctrine 60. South Dakota 15. Showing sincere 52. Inauthentic person
30. Popular Dodge truck 61, Exposing human vice or -~ conviction 54. Title of respect
model folly to ridicule 18. Notin 55. Chilean city
31. Dekagram 64. Gold 21. Number above the ing in -~ 57. Japanese city
33. Naturally occurring solid  65. Longtime Braves hurler ~ afraction 59. Silk garment
34, Company officer Julio 24, Lawn pest 62. Draw from
36. Villains 67. Humor 26. Pouch 63. Automobile
38. Cricket frogs 69. Shawl 27, Ancient language in India 66 The man

(abbr)

68. Top government lawyer

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 2
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Community cel

NIGHT OUT = from page 1

public service departments.
The fire department, the
police department and the
Agawam Department of Pub-
lic Works all brought over

some of their vehicles for kids
to get to go into.

To finish off the evening,
children and their families
were invited to eat some pop-
corn provided by the King
Gray Coach Line while watch-

ebrates ‘National Night Qut’

ing the movie Inside Out 2.
“The movie is the big thing
at the end,” Hartman said. “It’s
different and I hope it will
draw a lot of kids and parents
to come here.”
Hartman hoped that over-

all this event would be fun
for families and give people a
chance to get out and get to
know one another better.
This was her first year be-
ing in charge of running the
event, and she had a good

time planning it and seeing
everything come to fruition.
“The whole thing has been
a highlight for me,” Hartman
said.
In the future, Hartman
hopes that this event contin-

ues to grow and that more
and more people get involved.

“Hopefully it was great to-
night and people will spread
the word for next year, she
said.
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Agawam’s Rosie Robotics brought some of their robots to Agawam Night Out for people to
interact with.

QuickK.
Convenient.
Coming
S00N.

Agawam’s new home
for urgent care is opening at
27 Suffield Street.

Kids and their families were welcome to ride on a train at Agawam Night Out.

convenient

Learn more at convenientmd.com
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Thomas Gaynor, Matthew Heisler, Elena Dore and Jen Martins from King Gray Coach Lines handed
out free popcorn.

[~
Amanda Hichborn and Jessica Renaud from River Valley Counseling Center had a fun time at Agawam
Night Out.

e !_11
Massachusetts ©

Probation
Service

The Friends of Agawam Cemetery enjoyed greeting the community on Agawam Night Out.

SEE MORE PHOTOS FROM
‘NATIONAL NIGHT OUT’ ON PAGE 12

Mission Statement

Tha u::u & h Hll,!: rakntien

The BlazeXpress
“Big E Blaze to Win’ Sweeptstakes!

The Massachusetts Probation Service was happy to talk about their resources to community

members at Agawam Night Out.

CLARK @ from page 1

Eighty-seven percent (87%)
of Gold Award Girl Scouts
agree that earning their Gold

Award gave them skills that PATIOS - WALLS - WALKS - STAIRS
elp them succeed profes- Over 30 Years Ex .

ionally. S : : perience

slonaly.  Seventy-two  per Owner On Site ® Guaranteed Work

cent (72%) said earning their Aty ¢ h

Gold Award. helped them get SpeclaIlZIng n Unlque

a scholarship. Changing the Hardscape Design & Installation
Scout earns her Gold Award. = CRWIandscapes@gmail.com - 413-821-9498

world doesn’t end when a Girl
Ninety-nine percent (99%) of
Gold Award Girl Scout alums
take on leadership roles in
their everyday lives.

The teens were honored
at the Girl Scout Gold Award
and Silver Award Ceremony
on June 18 at Mechanics Hall
in Worcester.

Proud publishers
of 12 community
newspapers

Turley ®

Publlcatlons Inc.

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise your
business here

Go Ductless!

Let us design a system
that works for your
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution
for your home
or office?

STATE LINE

=

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

THE GRAND PRIZE
Two (2) 17-Day Adult Value
Passes for the 2025 Big E fair!

Experience all 17 days of New
England’s greatest tradition.

GET A $1PRE-ROLL
& ENTER TO WIN!

Place any delivery order at
blazexpress-com and use
code BIGE at checkout. You'll
get a pre-selected 1g Pre-
Roll for just $1and be
automatically entered to vin!

Or Call to Order:
[=] (413) 412-8525

Scan to Order NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN

Enter with a Delivery Order

1. Visit our website at BlazeXpress.com to browse our menu of premium, lab-tested cannabis products.

2. Place an order for delivery to your home.

3. At checkout, use the promo code BIGE to receive a pre-selected 1g Pre-Roll for just $1.
4, Each completed delivery using the promo code BIGE between now and Sept. 9, 2025, will automatically
earn you one (1) entry into the sweepstakes. Limit one entry via this method per person, per day.

Free Mail-in Entry NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN
BlazeXpress “Big E Blaze to Win” Sweepstakes, PO Box 6403, Holyoke, MA 01041. Mail-in entries must be
postmarked by Sept. 9, 2025, and received by September 10th, 2025. Limit one mail-in entry per person.
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Meg Fitzgerald chases down the ball on defense.

Brownies advance in

A Division playoffs

AGAWAM - Last Tuesday
evening, the Agawam Girls
A summer soccer team got
the playoffs off to a great

start with a 4-0 shutout of
Belchertown. The Brownies
would advance to the semi-
finals and faced Longmead-

ow, falling 3-2 last Friday
night. Agawam now looks
forward to the upcoming fall
season.

lrr;_

Goalie Talia Oliveira collects the loose ball.

Laura Parolo looks to get around an opponent.

&
i

e I e

Victoria Papova steals possession. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Madalynn Fluery tries to clear the ball away.

Rivalry renewed as PeoplesBank
takes title over St. Joseph’s

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent " . :

HOLYOKE —The
Tri-County Baseball League
will be celebrating its 100th
anniversary in 2029.

PeoplesBank, who has
been the best team in the
league during the past thir-
ty years, swept St. Joseph’s
in this year’s best of three
championship series.

“Feels great to win an-
other championship. It's
our goal every summer;
said PeoplesBank player/
manager Joe Ferry. “We just
enjoy playing baseball with
each other. Our chemis-
try is a key to our success.
I can't thank the players
enough?”

Ferry, who started both
games against St. Joes in
left field, was aided by as-
sistant coach Rey Rivera,
who had three base hits
and an RBI in game two.

PeoplesBank has cap-
tured the championship
title in each of the past
twelve seasons and a total
of twenty times since 1995. — -

RIVALRY 1 page 9 Dave Clark gets the out at second. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Central takes silver,
West bronze in field
hockey games

FITCHBURG - Utilizing
the turf fields at Game On
Sports Complex, the Bay
State Games for field hockey
were held, featuring teams
from Western and Cen-
tral Massachusetts, both of
which have had great suc-
cess in the sport in past Bay
State Games competitions.
The games, which were held
the weekend of July 11 to 13,
started off with a strong 3-0
victory from Central over the
Metro/Northeast team.

Western Mass. got into
the action right after, taking
on a Central team that has
just played a few hours ear-
lier. But Central was equal to
the task and scored a 4-2 win
over West.

West then had its second
game of the day, facing off
with the Coastal team, and
rebounding with a 4-3 win.

On Saturday, July 12, West
fell for a second time 4-1
against the Southeast team
while Central also suffered
a loss, falling 5-2 against
Southeast.

Both teams would re-
bound with wins later in the
day. Central beat Coastal 5-3

while West shut out Metro/
Northeast with a 4-0 deci-
sion. That put the West team
in the bronze medal game on
Sunday, July 13.

West would defeat Coast-
al in a rematch of their sec-
ond game of the tournament,
winning 3-2. Central made
the gold medal game, but
suffered a 2-0 shutout against
the Southeast team.

This year, representing
Central Mass. in the games
were Quabbin High School’s
Makenzie Casey and Tanta-
squas Sophia Bochicchio.

Tantasqua’s Dessa De-
mears played for the West-
ern Mass. team, while Anna
Taylor and Kendall Placzek
represented Minnechaug Re-
gional.

Agawam High School
placed four players on the
team. Alyssa DaSilva, Finnola
Mahoney, Olivia Govoni, and
Lily Charest represented the
Brownies.

his thoughts on the game.
“I thought we pitched really
well. We got ahead of a bunch
of hitters and that makes a
big difference when you're
getting ahead.”
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Sam Allen swings for PeoplesBank.

RIVALRY 1 from page 8

PeoplesBank and St. Jo-
seph’s both finished the 2025
regular season with ten vic-
tories.

“Our season was a success
and great bonds were creat-
ed, said St. Joe’s player/man-
ager Brian Hayes. “We had
a team composed of mostly
college players this year”

PeoplesBank, who was the
top-seeded team, advanced
into the finals after sweeping
fourth-seeded Teddy Bear
Pools & Spas in the semifi-
nals.

Second-seeded St. Jo-
seph’s needed three games to
eliminate third-seeded bank-
ESB in the semifinal round.

The Bankers scored sev-
en runs on seven base hits
in the bottom of the first in-
ning enroute to a 10-0 victo-
ry in game one of the cham-
pionship series last Monday
night. The contest ended af-
ter 4 1/2 innings due to the
ten run mercy rule.

It was also PeoplesBank
last game of the season at
Mackenzie Stadium in Holy-
oke.

“We just love playing
games on this field,” said Fer-
ry following game one. “We
played very well in tonight’s,
but as Kobe Bryant, who was
my favorite athlete growing
up once said, ‘the jobs not

finished’”

PeoplesBank finished the
job twenty four hours lat-
er with a 10-7 win in an old
fashion slugfest at St. Joe’s
Field in Thorndike.

The winning pitcher in
game one was lefthander
James Flahive, who's

sidearmer. He allowed
only two base hits and issued
two walks in his final start of
the 2025 campaign.

“Jimmy has been the best
pitcher in the league during
the past four or five years,
Ferry said. “I don't ever recall
him losing a game since he
put on a Peoplesbank jersey”

St. Joe’s shortstop Devin
Slattery, who was an out-
standing three-sport athlete
at Ware High School, drew a
walk with one-out in the top
of the first inning. After the
next batter flied out to right,
Slattery was thrown out try-
ing to steal second base by
catcher Pete Hogan.

Centerfielder Seth Al-
len hit a ground ball up the
middle into centerfield for a
single leading off the bottom
of the first inning against
St. Joe’s righthander Jack
Feltovic.

Then Hogan walked be-
fore second baseman Dave
Clark launched a 3-run ho-
mer that landed beneath the
giant scoreboard in left field.

Following  back-to-back

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

James Flahive delivers a pitch home in the championship series.

singles by first baseman Kyle
Platner and right fielder Cam
Rivest, DH Johnny Gegetskas
delivered an RBI single to left
giving the home team a 4-0
advantage.

Another run crossed the
plate following a sacrifice fly
to left by shortstop Sam Al-
len.

After catching the ball, St.
Joe’s left fielder Jacob Petrin
threw the ball to third base-
man Brandon Magni, who
tagged out the runner who
was trying to advance to
third base on the play.

Shortstop Seth  Allen,
whos Sam’s twin brother,
capped off the opening frame
by hitting a two run double
off the left field fence.

“We kept passing the bat
and put a lot of pressure on
them in the first inning,” Fer-
ry said. “We had some hard
hits and a couple of walks in
that inning. We also batted
around in the first inning of
last year’s finals. I capped the
inning off with a bases load-
ed triple in that game”

St. Joe's DH Pat Fitzgib-
bons drew a walk leading
off the second inning, but
he was thrown out trying to
steal by Hogan.

PeoplesBank scored three
more runs in the third inning.

Clark, who was hit-by-a-
pitch in the second inning,
knocked home the first run

of the frame with a double to
left. Platner followed with a
two-run double to right.

Trailing, 10-0, St. Joes be-
gan the fourth inning with
a line-drive single by Petrin,
who was thrown out trying
to steal second base. Slattery
also singled, but the next bat-
ter grounded into a 6-4-3 in-
ning ending double play.

St. Joe’s standard two runs
on base in the top of the fifth,
as PeoplesBank took a 1-0
lead in the series.

The Bankers jumped out a
7-0 lead in game two before
St. Joe’s battled with five runs
in the bottom of the fourth
inning,.

Center fielder Aaron Little
knocked home two runs with
a double and right fielder
Colby Harrington contrib-
uted with an RBI single. The
other two runs crossed the
plate following errors.

The Bankers, who were led
offensively by third baseman
Cam MacDonald with two
hits and two RBIs,

responded with three runs
in the sixth inning giving the
visitors a 10-5 advantage.

St. Joe’s scored two more
runs in the bottom of the
sixth inning.

Danny Gaines was the
winning pitcher in game two,
which capped off another
memorable season for Peo-
plesBank.

P o, o - -

Nate Carrill makes an off-balance play.

Pirates

LOWELL - Pirates quar-
terback Taulia Tagovailoa
made the first start of his
Indoor Football League ca-
reer. The Bay Area Panthers,
the best team in the league,
proved to be alittle too much
for the former Maryland
Terrapin and the rest of the
Pirates as Bay Area defeated
Massachusetts 45-30 at the
Tsongas Center. The Pan-
thers secured home-field
advantage throughout the
upcoming playoffs, finishing
the year with a 13-3 record.
The Pirates ended the 2025
campaign with a mark of 7-9.

The Panthers wasted little
time showing Tagovailoa the
ropes as defensive back Joe
Foucha intercepted his first
throw on the second play of
the game. On the next play,
Bay Area quarterback Josh
Jones threw a 31-yard touch-
down pass to Tyrese Cham-

indoor foothall season comes to the end

bers for a 7-0 lead. The rook-
ie’s indoctrination continued
as the next drive ended the
same way. After a 13-yard run
by Tagovailoa to set up a first
and ten at the Panthers’ 13-
yard line, his second pass of
the night, intended for Don-
tay Demus, was picked off
again by Foucha. For Foucha,
it was his seventh intercep-
tion of the season. Panthers
backup quarterback Liam
Thompson then came on
to lead Bay Area on a sev-
en-play, 40-yard drive that
ended with Trey Goodman
taking a pitchout and scoring
on a two-yard run for a 14-0
lead with 5:13 to play in the
first quarter.

The Pirates then picked
up the pace as Pooka Wil-
liams Jr. returned the ensuing
kickoff 46 yards to the three-
yard line. On the next play,
the top running back in the

IFL scored his 11th rushing
touchdown of the season to
put the Pirates down by sev-
en. The Massachusetts de-
fense then stepped up, as on
the next possession, defen-
sive lineman Michael Mason
pressured Thompson in his
own end zone. Mason was
held on the play as Thomp-
son was called for intentional
grounding. The result of the
play was a safety, making the
score 14 to 9 as the first quar-
ter ended.

With the ball to start the
second quarter, Massachu-
setts attempted a 46-yard
field goal that was missed by
Josh Gable. Thompson and
the Panthers seized the op-
portunity as the quarterback
scored on a nine-yard run for
a21-9 advantage.

The Bay Area defense then
made a statement, as after
an 18-yard run by Tagov-

ailoa to set up first and goal
at the seven, they pushed
the Pirates back to the 24.
The Pirates attempted a 39-
yard field goal, but the snap
never got back to the holder.
After the turnover on downs,
the Panthers need four plays
to go 24 yards for a score.
Thompson connected with
Chambers for his second
touchdown reception of the
game with a ten-yard pass for
a 28-9 advantage.

The Bay Area defense then
made a statement, as after
an 18-yard run by Tagov-
ailoa to set up first and goal
at the seven, they pushed
the Pirates back to the 24.
The Pirates attempted a 39-
yard field goal, but the snap
never got back to the holder.
After the turnover on downs,
the Panthers need four plays
to go 24 yards for a score.
Thompson connected with

Chambers for his second
touchdown reception of the
game with a ten-yard pass for
a 28-9 advantage.

Tagovailoa then engi-
neered a seven-play, 18-yard
drive for a score that was
highlighted by a leaping
catch by Steven McBride as
he vaulted into the stands for
a nine-yard reception. Then,
on fourth and goal from the
one, the rookie quarterback
recorded his first IFL touch-
down pass as Teo Redding’s
catch made the score 28-15
at halftime.

The teams exchanged
touchdowns in the third
quarter as Thompson com-
pleted a six-play, 44-yard
march to the goal line with
a five-yard run for his sec-
ond score of the game that
pushed the score to 34-15.
Tagovailoa answered with a
six-yard scoring run for his

first career rushing touch-
down as the Pirates trailed
34-22.

After a missed field goal
from 34yards by the Panthers’
Axel Perez, the Bay Area de-
fense pressured Tagovailoa.
On a third and 11, Jonathan
Ross rushed the passer and
was held in the end zone,
which resulted in the second
safety of the game. The third
quarter ended 36-22 with Bay
Area out front.

In the final quarter,
Thompson scored his third
rushing touchdown of the
night on a three-yard run,
and Perez added the point af-
ter and a “Deuce”, giving the
Panthers a 45-22 lead. Tagov-
ailoa added his second rush-
ing touchdown of the night
on a nifty 19-yard run for the
game’s final points. His two-
point conversion pass to De-
mus made the score 45-30.

Springfield Thunderbirds makes moves

SPRINGFIELD -  The
Springfield Thunderbirds an-
nounced hockey operations
staff changes on Wednesday.
Julia Snow has been promot-
ed to Head Athletic Trainer,
and Dylan Schoen has been
hired as the teams Video
Coach. In addition, former
Thunderbirds Head Athletic
Trainer Koryd Lavimoniere
has accepted a position with
the NHLs Carolina Hurri-
canes as an Assistant Athletic
Trainer.

“We're thrilled for Koryd
on his much-deserved pro-
motion to the NHL and want
to thank him for his dedica-
tion to the Blues and Thun-
derbirds organizations,” said
Thunderbirds general manag-
er Kevin Maxwell. “Our team
will be in great hands with Ju-
lia moving into the head ath-
letic trainer position, where
she will remain a key resource
for our players and staff. We
look forward to continuing to
work with her”

Snow is entering her
fourth season in the Thun-
derbirds organization after
serving as Assistant Athletic
Trainer since August of 2022.
She becomes the fourth fe-
male actively to serve as a
head athletic trainer in the
AHL. Prior to joining the
T-Birds, Snow served as the
Head Athletic Trainer for the
ECHLs Worcester Railers, as
well as stints with the Hyan-
nis Harbor Hawks of the Cape
Cod Baseball League and the

Massachusetts Pirates indoor
football team.

Snow graduated from
Worcester State University
with a health education and
therapeutic studies degree
in 2018 before obtaining her
masters in athletic training at
Boston University.

Schoen is entering his first
season in the Thunderbirds
organization after serving as
an assistant coach last sea-
son with Bowling Green State
University.

In operations staff

“We are pleased to wel-
come Dylan into the Thun-
derbirds organization,” said
Maxwell. “His background in
coaching at the junior and
collegiate levels has prepared
him to take on this new op-
portunity in Springfield, and
we are happy to have him join
our coaching staff”

A former NCAA Division
III goaltender at SUNY-Gen-
eseo and Stevenson Universi-
ty, Schoen has also served as
a goaltending coach and as-

sistant coach, respectively, for
the North American Hockey
League’s Amarillo Bulls and
Maryland Black Bears.
Springfield Thunderbirds
fans are encouraged to vis-
it www.SpringfieldThun-
derbirds.com to learn more
about 2025-26 Ticket Mem-
berships, which feature the
best benefits, including a spe-
cial 10th anniversary season
ticket holder jersey. For more
information or to order now,
call (413) 739-GOAL (4625).




Page 10 1

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 1

August 7, 2025

Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery.
413-267-3827.

TAG SALE

AUG. 8-9. NOS POTBELLY STOVE,
1937, wood/coal, 52" ceiling fan, garage
door opener, collectible Hess and Tonka
trucks. Asking top dollar, will discuss prices.
10am-4pm, 114 Hendrick St.,Chi-
copee.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*%*x¥xxx%] & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A CGall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

J

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French

C

(413) 222-5542

frenchyn@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.
STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Buying? Selling?
Classifieds =~
Get Results! "§ l

| -213-5970

= ¥

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

HELP WANTED FOR A

BUSY BREAKFAST LUNCH
RESTAURANT.
Weekday Dishwasher, great hours,
good pay for hardworking person.Please
come by and fill out application. Partners
Restaurant, 485 Springfield Street,
Feeding Hills.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5
hours each day. Duties include cleaning,
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

LINE COOK. Fast order wanted for fun,
busy family Breakfast and Lunch Restau-
rant. Good pay, weekends and weekdays.
Fulltime. Please come by and fill out ap-
plication. Partners Restaurant, 485
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is
looking for mature, responsible adults with
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

A0
CASH FOR
ITH Y

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Baso Price
2 B | 22 B | 28 Besaran| 2 B za0
25 Beizmso | 28 Bessane | 27 Betzso| 28 B a0t
29 sasgprcs| 30 msgprics| 31 sasgprics| 32 Basafric
33 Bimso| 34 B ssn| 39 Beias| 36 A
3 Bass e | 38 Base e | 39 Basgfrie | 40 Bace g
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard 1 VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

WEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFELD

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

CHICOPEE: ! ACog es BEDROOM
APT,, n(RE“Tt | § §/hot water. 1st/
last/secu mi W R 9-297-1513. 18

Mount Carmel Ave.

|_FOR RENT _
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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Patnode, Brousseau take modified wins at Monadnock Speedway

WINCHESTER, N.H.
- Todd Patnode and An-
drew Brousseau each won
a Modified feature on the
high banks of Monadnock
Speedway Saturday, July 26,
the potent pair each roaring
to victory on New England’s
fastest quarter-mile oval.

Andrea St. Amour was
awarded the Pure Stocks win
after a post-race inspection
penalized Kyle Begos, and
Erik Smith was victorious in
the Super Street main event.

Young Gun  Hunter
Duquette continued his
summer of success, scoring
his fourth 2025 feature win.
And while top 604 Modified
point man Brian Robie came
up short of winning for the

fifth time this season, he still
had a strong night all the
same.

Todd Patnode and Brian
Chapin led the Allstates Ma-
terials Group 604 Modifieds
to the green in round one
of the open-wheeled rock-
et ships twin 35-lap main
events. Patnode jumped all
over the opening lead, bring-
ing teen blaster Ty Leclerc
- launching from row two -
with him.

The Swanzey competitor,
a past speedway champion
and winner of volumes of
both Modified and Pro Stock
main events here, would
be sorely tested but would
never bend en route to end-
ing a two-season personal

drought on the high banks.

Robie, charging from row
four, got up for second on lap
13, yielded it back to rookie
phenom Ty Leclerc on lap
20, and the battle was on, as
Leclerc, Robie, and Chapin
fought tooth-and-nail for the
number two spot. Leclerc
prevailed for a career-best
runner-up finish, and Robie
nudged past Chapin to steal
third on the final lap,

In the nightcap 35, Brous-
seau started up front and
never looked back. The sec-
ond-generation hot shoe sur-
vived several strong restart
bids by Colton Martin to stay
on top as he blasted to his
second win of the summer.

In a post-race inspection,

604 Modified competitor Bri-
an Chapin was disqualified
from both features as result
of not complying to the en-
gine rules of having a sealed
engine.

Erik Smith had raced to
many near misses in Twin
State Truck Services Super
Street features this summer
but had never quite sealed
the deal. Saturday, he put
all that behind him, as the
Green Mountain State hat
shoe roared to victory.

Smith’s win didn’t come
easily though. Had he ex-
tended his arm out the win-
dow, he could have high-
fived points leader Dylan
Zullo almost all the way, as
the high-flying Claremont

speedster rode in his shadow
from start to finish.

With JD Stockwell finish-
ing at Zullo's bumper in third,
Zullo finished the night still
a handful of points atop the
leader board. Zach Zalins-
ki and Hillary Renaud were
close behind in Saturday’s
nose-to-tail top five finish.

In the Pure Stocks, Kyle
Begos led the field from the
green to the checkers. De-
fending track Pure Stock
champ Andrea St. Amour
trailed Begos and ended in
second on the night with
Markus O'Neil in third. In a
post-race inspection, Begos
was penalized to ninth place
finish for a camber rule vio-
lation.

Hunter Duquette wired
the Doug’s Auto Body Young
Gun feature to earn his
fourth victory lap of the sea-
son. Heat race winner Ella
Grabowski was second, and
Sofia Rego, aboard a loner
ride, came home third.

In Senior Tour Auto Rac-
ers support card events,
Chris Jarrett, aboard his 1970
Pinto open-wheeled entry,
topped the STAR Sportsmen,
with Ken Archambault sec-
ond and Skip Stearns third.
Windham, Maine’s Alan
Zemla was victorious in the
STAR Modifieds, leading a
trio of vintage coupe rac-
ers under the checkers, just
ahead of Dennis Desautels
and Skip Swiantek.

Quabbin Valley set to

Following up on the re-
sounding success of its inau-
gural campaign, the Quabbin
Valley Baseball League, an
over-28 adult baseball league
will hold its second Fall
League this September and
October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environ-
ment to its spring/summer

Schools & Youth

High School of Commerce
to hold 50th Class Reunion

SPRINGFIELD - The
High School of Commerce
Class of 75 is holding their
50th class reunion.

It will take place at the
Storrowton Tavern, West

Springfield, MA, on Sat-
urday August 30, 2025 at 6
p-m.

jan0826@comcast.net  to
learn more.

league, Quabbin Valley, with
contributions from the Val-
ley Wheel Over-28 Baseball
League, created a four-team
fall league last year featuring
the Braves, Dodgers, Cardi-
nals, and Twins.

Those same four teams are
set to return and each team
tends to have openings on
them. Additionally, the league

Contact Janet at

Agawam High School
Class of 1975 host reunion

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam High School Class of
1975 will hold a reunion
on Saturday, Oct. 4 from
4:30 to 10 p.m. at the Polish
American Club in Feeding
Hills. Please email connie-

Public Notices

AGAWAM ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the
Agawam Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing
at the Agawam Senior Center,
954 Main St., Agawam, MA.
on Monday, August 25,2025 at
6:30PM for all parties interested
in the request of Nadejda Mo-
dirca who is seeking a Special
Permit in accordance with the
Town of Agawam’s Zoning Or-
dinances, Ch.180, Section 37(B)
and Ch.180-8.1 to allow for the
keeping of hens at the premises
identified as 1099 Suffield Street.

Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson

Agawam Zoning
Board of Appeals
08/07, 08/14/2025

Agawam
Conservation Commission
LEGAL AD
The Agawam  Conserva-

tion Commission will meet on
Thursday, August 14, 2025 at
6:00PM at the Agawam Senior
Center, 954 Main St, Agawam,
Ma. The purpose of this meeting
will be to hear the Request for
Determination of Applicability
of Bowdren for property located
at 1120 River Rd.
By Order of
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman
Agawam
Conservation Commission
08/07/2025

Agawam
Conservation Commission
LEGAL AD
The Agawam  Conserva-

tion Commission will meet on
Thursday, August 14, 2025 at
6:05PM at the Agawam Senior
Center, 954 Main St, Agawam,
Ma. The purpose of this meeting

beaudette@yahoo.com for

any questions. There is also
a Facebook page dedicated
to the reunion, which can
be accessed by searching
“Agawam Class of 75 Re-
union”

host second over-28

is open to welcoming more
teams in to the league if it
finds enough interest.

While the fall league
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games
played with wood-bat only,
which is customary for fall
baseball. There could be some
Saturday games added to the

schedule depending on the
completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to
makeup rainouts, potentially.
Games are nine-innings long
and there is a small playoff
and championship held at the
end of the season. Last year’s
fall season was eight games
and that is the goal for this
year. Free and low-cost fields

Freshman, new student
orientation scheduled

AGAWAM - Agawam
High School’s Grade 9 and
new student orientation will
take place on Thursday, Aug.
28 from 9 to 10:30 a.m. All
students new to AHS are en-
couraged to attend.

This is a student only
event, and is an opportuni-
ty for students to meet new
friends, school administra-
tors, current AHS student
leaders, and school staff.
Chromebooks will be distrib-
uted and students will tour
the building, and access their
schedule through the Power-
school App.

Our Student Leaders are

called “Chiefs”, and will bring
them on a tour around the
building where they will have
time to learn and meet with
students who participate in a
wide variety of extracurricu-
lar clubs and sports.

Transportation will be
available for students. There
will be a bus picking up and
returning students from the
Feeding Hills section and an-
other from the Agawam sec-
tion. The bus schedules are
posted on the Agawam High
School website and are at-
tached below. We look for-
ward to seeing freshmen on
Thursday, Aug. 28.

fall baseball league

are used as well as just one
umpire in an effort to keep
the costs lower for players.
The cost to play will likely
range from $40 to $60 for the
eight-game schedule. Players
from outside the Quabbin
League may also pay a small
fee for insurance as well.

An  interest/registration
form, will be forthcoming

soon, but until then, to ex-
press interest in the league,
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either
GScibelli22@yahoo.com  or
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Scheduled and team place-
ment for unaffiliated players
will be finalized in mid-to-late
August. Please join in the fun
this fall.

Tell Us What
You Think

Ei

Share your thoughts and suggestions
with our staff and your fellow readers.
Participate in our opinion pages,
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Agawam Advertiser News

www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
aan@turley.com e 413.283.8393

will be to hear the Request for
Determination of Applicability
of Calabrese Construction, LLC
for property located at Old River
St, 27 Walnut Street, & 17 High
Street.
By Order of
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman
Agawam
Conservation Commission
08/07/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD14P1201PM
In the matter of:
James J D’Amato
of Agawam, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
you are hereby notified pursuant
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental
Rules of the Probate & Family
Court, that the tenth and elev-
enth account(s) of William P
D’Amato of Colchester, VT as
Conservator of the property of
said Respondent has or have
been presented to the Court for
allowance.

You have the right to object
to the account(s). If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 08/29/2025. This day is
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to

object to the account(s). If you
fail to file the written appearance
and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you,
including the allowance of the
account(s).

Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3
of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to
the Conservator, by registered or
certified mail, a written request
to receive a copy of the Petition
and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M.
Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 23, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
08/07/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate

and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1590EA
Estate of:

Harry Georgiades
Date of Death: 06/16/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Hyman G Darling
of Springfield, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Hyman G Darling of Spring-
field, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 08/28/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 31, 2025, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/07/2025

Agawam
Conservation Commission
LEGAL AD

The Agawam Conservation
Commission will meet on Thurs-
day, August 14, 2025 at 6:10PM
at the Agawam Senior Center,
954 Main St, Agawam, Ma. The
purpose of this meeting will be to
hear the Request for Determina-
tion of Applicability of the Town
of Agawam for property located
on Moore and Valley Street

By Order of

Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

Agawam

Conservation Commission
08/07/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD21P0161EA
Estate of:

Paula Miriam Tanzer-Gushue
Date of Death: 06/02/2020
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of
Complete Settlement has been
filed by Robert L Lankford, Sr.
of Wichita, KS requesting that
the court enter a formal Decree
of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final
account, a determination of heirs
at law and other such relief as
may be requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
09/02/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 29, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
08/07/2025
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Community celebrates Natlonal nghtOut

Children were given the chance to climb on and learn about different vehicles that the police
department, fire department and Agawam Department of Public Works own.

L AT

The Agawam Police Department was excited to welcome everyone to Agawam Night Out. The National Guard brought their obstacle course for kids to play on.
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.



