Film
screening
PAGE 2

Maze
Day
PAGE 6

*ECRWSS***
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Youth
football
PAGE 7

ADV

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

—RTIS

August 20, 2026 1 Vol. 48, No.25 1 $1.00

of high school project

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

AGAWAM - The high
school project is both on
time and on budget accord-
ing to Mayor Chirstopher
Johnson.

Currently  construction
is in the middle of the first
phase, where the community
wing for the new building is
underway.

This wing should be com-
pleted by December and
ready to be occupied in Jan-
uary, should everything re-
main on time.

Johnson has been im-
pressed by the construction
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With classes out of session the past two months, much progress has been made on the new

construction at the school.

Adult game night entertains at APL

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - On Wednes-
day, Aug. 5, Agawam Public
Library hosted their Adult
Board Game Night. This
event is free to attend. At-
tendees are welcome to
come as a group or make
new friends during the pro-
gram. Attendees are also
welcome to bring board
games of their own to try out

and share or use the ones
provided by the library. This
program is facilitated by
APL Adult Services Library
Associate Erica LeFebvre.
At the program refresh-
ments are provided as well
as plenty of space for differ-
ent groups to have multiple
games going at once.
LeFebvre says, “I love
trying out new games. Ev-
eryone plays board games
a little bit differently, and

PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

APL Adult Services Library Associate Erica LeFebvre and
attendee Kyle Miller at Adult Board Game Night on August 5.

||04879 13176||

it's great to see the games
people bring in and learn
which games are important
to them. Some folks thrive
with more social, party-type
games, and some folks pre-
fer the quieter, more logis-
tics-based games, and I love
them all”

LeFebvre hopes partici-
pants will jump out of their
comfort zone and try new
games.

“I hope that attendees
try some new games, she
said. “But really, T want
people to have a good time
playing games with folks
they may or may not have
known before they came in,
and maybe make some new
friends. I grew up playing
board games with my fam-
ily and friends, and game
nights were my version of a
party. Meeting people today
can be really hard, and cre-
ating that sense of commu-
nity and opportunity to find
folks with similar interests
can help make the process
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Fire dept.
receives
grant
funds

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - The Town
of Agawam was recently in-
formed the Agawam Fire De-
partment would be receiving
funding from a block grant
Massachusetts Gaming
Commission.

The funding will come
from the Community Miti-
gation Fund, which was cre-
ated to compensate commu-
nities surrounding towns or
cities with casinos or other
gaming facilities.

The funding will be used
to purchase mutual aid ra-
dios, according to informa-
tion submitted to the Aga-
wam City Council earlier
this month. The council is
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Progress continues on first phase

A message from the Turleys

Dear Reader,

Every week a team of reporters, editors and people
who assemble the paper work hard to bring readers in-
formation they need to know about their community. It’s
hard work and we love it.

Our goal is to provide a clear reflection of the commu-
nity, and share stories about issues and events in your
town as well as those about your neighbors, family and
friends; in essence, a clear reflection of the community.
We provide news that is difficult to find anywhere else.

Turley Publications has been doing so for over 60
years now, and enjoys being an integral part of the com-
munity.

Every year we invite residents to join those who al-
ready subscribe to the Agawam Advertiser, so they too
can be informed and join their neighbors in keeping up-
to-date on so many aspects of the community. We do
that by mailing an issue of Agawam Advertiser to every-
one in Agawam, on us, so you can see for yourself what
types of information we provide.

If you want to know when and why your taxes go up,
who is running for election, what successes and chal-
lenges are in your school system, what others are doing
to make your community a better place, and so much
more, we hope you will consider subscribing.

We also value your opinions and ideas. Please let us
know what’s important to you by picking up the phone
and calling us. Let us know if we're meeting your expec-
tations.

You can also call us to let us know about an import-
ant event in your family’s life. That’s why we're here.

We love being a part of this community and maybe
even, in a small way, a part of your family.

We hope to be arriving each week at your home hold-
ing up that mirror, the Agawam Advertiser News.

Patrick Turley, CEO
Turley Publications, Inc.

APS officials prepare for
new school year

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

AGAWAM - Prepara-
tions for the 2026-2027
school year are in full
swing.

Superintendent  Shei-
la Martin is optimistic for
the start of the year. Prepa-
rations have been going
well and she is excited for
people to see the program
changes the district has
made.

One of the main adjust-
ments the district has been
working on is changed to
how they provide special
education.

Many of the programs

the district utilized were
designed years ago, so
Martin and the other fac-
ulty have wanted to change
things to match with the
students of today.

“It’s about being more
flexible with individual
schedules and including
students when it is best for
them to access the curricu-
lum,” Martin said.

The district wants to
make sure each students’
schedule is really person-
alized to match what they
need while also allowing
them to access general ed-
ucation whenever possible.
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American Revolution film screened, discussed for community

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

who had, as they said in the
film, he could play the long
game. And being able to keep
the army together, being able
to work around a lot of diffi-
culties that happen like sup-
ply difficulties, pay difficul-
ties, mutinies”

AGAWAM - On Aug. 10,
Agawam Library hosted a
film screening reel and dis-
cussion centered around
the Ken Burns documentary

“The American Revolution”. During the discussion
This event not only provides after the screening many
a fun and educational way attendees shared their

for members of the commu-
nity to learn something new
about the early days of Amer- tional but also inspiring to
ica, but also celebrate the 250  learn the true history behind
Anniversary of America by the American Revolution.
appreciating the steps people  Keenan shared why he be-
took to build America into lieves documentaries like
what we know it as today. this one that is entertaining
At the event was leader of but still educational are so
the 25 Continental Reenact- important. “It’s inspiring to
ing Group, Robert Keenan. people. They see this in like,
After the screening Keenan they say, ‘Hey, they never
led a discussion that helped taught us some of this stuffin
shed some light on the his- back in school” Keenan, who
torical topics in the film taught history for a number
clips, he also answered any ofyears, also highlighted that
questions attendees might history is important for ev-
have. During the discussion eryone to learn as to not re-
Keenan also showed attend- peat mistakes and simply to
ees several historical props have knowledge of how the
which would have been used world as we know it today,
by American soldiers back came to be.
during the revolution, these Adult Services Library
included a musket, a water Associate Kristen Frost said
bottle, and gun powder with the film screening became
bullets. possible after she obtained
After the screening and permission to show it.
discussion, we spoke with “When the full documen-
Keenan. tary of The American Revolu-
One of the main people tion was released on PBS and
discussed in the film was subsequently on DVD, she
George Washington. The said. “The library purchased
documentary describes a copy and I was hoping to
Washington as the genius show some of the series here
that kept everything togeth- in conjunction with the 250th
er, Keenan shed some light anniversary of the United
on that phrase, “He’s a man  States. When I checked our

thoughts on the film say-
ing that it was very educa-

viewing license, I realized
that PBS was not included in
the list of approved film stu-
dios. I became aware of an-
other library in the area that 4
was showing a screening reel
of the PBS series, so I reached
out to that library to ask
how they went about

-

obtaining the
permission. 4
Since librar-

ies are terrific

sharers of infor-
mation, they
provided me
with  the g <\ W

= ) |

website with the 250
where we Anniversary of
could ap- America.

ply for “The Ken
permis- Burns doc-
sion to umentary
show was highly
t .h e _ anticipat-
high- .. ed and was
light ; 2  released in
reel. _ (S g | time for the
The ap- \ &7 250th anni-
plication A versary of the
was sub- ' ‘ independence
mitted 4 of our nation,
through and coming into
WETA,  the | the 2026 year the
PBS station 8 library wanted to
in the Wash- ) | feature program-
ington D.C, "

ming throughout
the year to high-
light and celebrate
this history, Frost
said. “Knowing the im-
portance and timing of
the documentary, we

were pleased to be

Virginia area.
I was thrilled
to hear back
from them that
we had been ap-
proved to show
the film at our li-

brary: b able to include it

Frost  shared in our program
how this library offerings this
event connected summer”

DPW holding Household

Hazardous Waste
collection on Sept. 12

AGAWAM - The Agawam

Participants should re-

Water main break
disrupts traffic,
water use

PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

Left, leader of the 25 Continental Reenacting group Robert Keenan in historically
accurate dress with a historical musket. Above, the props showed by Robert Keenan
during the discussion.

Department of Public Works
is planning to hold its annual
Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Day on Saturday,
Sept. 12 at the DPW Annex,
1000 Suffield Street between
9 a.m. to 12 noon. Although
this event is free to Agawam
residents,  pre-registration
is required. Scheduling an
arrival time is required as it
helps keep the traffic mov-
ing, allowing less wait times
for our residents. Appoint-
ments may be scheduled by
calling the DPW at 821-0600
ext.4 or 821-0624 beginning
Monday, August 24th.

main in their vehicle and
place all waste in the trunk,
rear cargo area, or truck bed.

This program offers res-
idents a safe, economical
way to dispose of household
items that are flammable,
reactive, corrosive or toxic.
Solvents, pesticides, caus-
tic cleaners, and oil-based
paints are some examples of
the different types of items
that will be accepted. Latex
paint will not be accepted
at this event. For a more de-
tailed list of acceptable ma-
terials visit the town website
at www.agawam.ma.us
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - Last week,
Agawam residents experi-
enced some inconvenience
as a large water main break
occurred on a section of
Main St. right near the on-
ramp to Rte. 57 eastbound.

Rte. 57, which has a
highway portion that runs
through the community,
was not accessible from
Main St. due to the break.
Department of Public
Works crews worked hours
on the break and also di-
verted motorist from the
area during the issue.

The break cause many
residents in the surround-
ing area to experienced

a partial loss of service
through either discolored
water or lower water pres-
sure while the break was
being repaired.

The repair was com-
pleted, but residents were
cautioned to run water
for about 15 minutes in a
bathtub if it was discol-
ored. Residents also were
asked to call police on their
non-emergency line if run-
ning water remained dis-
colored for more than 30
minutes during the repair.

There have not been
any issues reported since
the repair to the line took
place. Residents experienc-
ing any remaining issues
should contact the DPW’s
Water Department.

AGAWAM ESTATE SALE
Aug. 21, 22, 23 (9 AM - 3PM)

14 Greenacre Lane, Agawam (near Pajer’s)

Furniture, Tools, Artwork,
Antiques, & Household Items.
Something for everyone! Cash only.
No Early Birds!

As the son of Dr. Ronald Pahl,

We are thrilled to announce that Dr. Ronald Pahl’s son

(DI‘, (DI‘QM}(PMJ, has joined
AGAWAM DENTAL CARE

Dr. Drew is a recent graduate of Tufts School of Dental Medicine. He is
also a graduate of Agawam High School and Westfield State University.
who has proudly served the Agawam
community since 1992, Dr. Drew continues a family tradition of providing

gentle, high quality dental care you can trust.

We couldn’t be more excited and proud to welcome him to Agawam Dental Care!
1182 SPRINGFIELD ST., FEEDING HILLS, MA 01030 ¢ 413-786-7313

agawamdentalcare.com

Senior Center announces
upcoming activities

AGAWAM - Here are
some upcoming activities
happening at the Agawam
Senior Center. Some re-
quire registration or confir-
mation. Information in the
details below:

Beautiful Bones
Tuesday, Sept. 1 at 5 p.m.
in Veterans Hall

Beautiful Bones goal is
to increase muscle mass,
bone density, and flexibili-
ty, through weight training,
resistance training, end-
ing with stretching. Class
begins standing then de-
scends to the floor. Chairs
are optional for those who
choose not to use the floor.
Bring a yoga mat for your
use. Starts Sept. 1 in Veter-
ans Hall at 5 p.m.

Caregivers Connect -
Dementia Caregiver
Support Group
Tuesday, Sept. 1 from 6 to 7 p.m
in the Garden Room

Laurie Cecchi, OT, OTR,
CAPS (Certified Aging-in-
Place Specialist), CDCS
(Certified Dementia Care
Specialist) will be run-
ning our caregiver support
group. Join us to feel heard,
supported, and uplifted as
you navigate the complex-
ities of caregiving and cel-
ebrate the moments of joy
and connection with your
loved ones. Caregivers Con-
nect meets the first Tues-
day of the month.

Diabetes Support Group
Wednesday, Sept. 2 from 1 to 2 p.m.
We are excited to wel-

come our guest speaker on
Sept. 2. Sean Collins, FNP,
Specialist in Endocrinology.
Please join us for an infor-
mative and engaging dis-
cussion on diabetes man-
agement and care. We look
forward to seeing you there.

New England
Wound Care
Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 1 p.m.
in the Dining Room
Enjoy some delicious
snacks and meet with
members from NEWCare,
New England Wound and
Ostomy Care. As you age,
you become more suscepti-
ble to wounds. Learn about
how to prevent and manage
different common wounds
like diabetic wounds, pres-
sure wounds, and more.
You'll also learn about os-
tomy care. Bring your ques-
tions.

Hearing checks
with Gary
Thursday, Sept. 17

The next New Ears hear-
ing clinic will take place on
Thursday, Sept. 17. Gary
Winn a licensed Hearing
Instrument Specialist, and
owner of New Ears Hearing
Care, will conduct a free
hearing clinic. He will check
ears for wax build-up, per-
form hearing screenings,
and counsel people about
hearing loss. Hearing aids
will be cleaned and adjust-
ed, if possible. Call (413)
821-0604 to make an ap-
pointment. Hearing checks
will take place in Seminar
Hall.

AHS Class of 1967
reunion set for October

AGAWAM - Agawam
High School Class of 1967
will be holding its 60th re-
union in October 2027.

We are seeking our

classmates that have not

been contacted recently.
Please contact John De-
Vecchi with your name,
address, and phone num-
ber(s) to agawamé67@aol.
com.

;I..RNDSCAPES s

(CCRW

PATIOS - WALLS - WALKS - STAIRS

Over 30 Years Experience
Owner On Site ® Guaranteed Work

Specializing in Unique
Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWIlandscapes@gmail.com - 413-821-9498

Anthony C. Bonavita,
Esquire

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT INJURIES

1380 Main Street

Springfield, MA 01103
413-537-4168

(Se Habla Espaniol,
preguntar por Marisol)
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

Suite 201
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ACAA’s Pioneer Valley Art Festival to include demonstrations

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Community Artists and Ar-
tisans will host their 6th An-
nual Pioneer Valley Art Fes-
tival on Friday, Aug. 21 and
Saturday, Aug. 22.

There will be 65 artists
and artisans displaying their
work. A new feature this
year will include 12 artists
and artisans demonstrating
their art specialty at their
booths throughout the two-
day festival. This willinclude
demonstrations of pen & ink
with watercolor, soapstone
sculptures, wire trees, pas-
tels, oil and acrylic painting,
clay, alcohol ink, and gourd
carving. Be sure to watch
our artists and artisans as
they create their work.

Along with the diverse
array of art, you can see this

year’s New England Mosaic
Project, a wall of over 200
canvases done and donat-
ed by new and experienced
artists throughout Western
Mass. Each canvas sold
helps fund scholarships for
students pursuing a career
in visual arts.

There will also be a cele-
bration of our nation’s 250th
Anniversary, with historical
societies from across the
Pioneer Valley displaying
artifacts and sharing sto-
ries about our local history.
Learn about the Pioneer
Valley History Network and
see the 25th Continental
Regiment’s  encampment
display with muskets being
shot on the hour.

On Saturday there will
fun rides for the kids (and

adults) on the Roaming
Railroad with Engineer Dan,
and the chance for kids to
express their own artistic
creativity with free rock
painting hosted by Agawam
Rocks.

The Art Festival will
take place at the Agawam
Polish American Club, 139
Southwick Street, Feeding
Hills. The hours are Friday,
August 21 from 2 to 8 p.m.
and Saturday, Aug. 22 from
10 am. to 4 p.m. There
will be adult beverages
from the bar available for
purchase on Friday eve-
ning. Food and soft bever-
ages will also be available
for purchase during the
show.

Admission and park-
ing are free for all attendees.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Agawam Community Artists and Artisans will hold their art festival this Friday and Saturday with
more than 65 artists and artisans displaying work.

Master stonecarver Randall Nelson will demonstrate
his art at the historic Thomas Smith House on Saturday,

Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Historical Association welcomes master carver

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Historical Association is
excited to welcome master
stone carver and gravestone

5= AT,

AN INSPIRING
NEW NAME ON
THE WAY.

LEARN MORE AT
bankESB.com/TruNorthBank

ba[1

conservator Randall Nel-
son to the historic Thomas
Smith House, 251 North West
Street, Feeding Hills on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Nelson has recently
replicated badly deteriorated
gravestones of Revolutionary
War veterans to replace the
original stones in Hartford’s
Ancient Burying Ground,
the Old Durham Cemetery
in Durham, Connecticut, and
East Haddam, Connecticut’s
Riverview Cemetery. He is
currently carving a dedica-
tion marker for Agawam’s
Liberty Tree, which the asso-
ciation dedicated earlier this
Spring. Nelson will carve the
last line of the marker on-site
during the event and install
the stone on the grounds
upon completion. Visitors
will witness Nelson’s carving
firsthand and have the op-
portunity to speak directly
with the artist.

’

\\.’

Nelson’s sculptural res-
toration business, Nelson
Architectural  Restoration,
specializes in the preser-
vation of building facades,
monuments, and statuary.
The business has completed
hundreds of decorative stone
and terra cotta projects, re-
pairing monuments and
buildings in New England
and across the country, in-
cluding the brownstone
Soldiers and Sailors Arch
in Hartford’s Bushnell Park,
the famous brownstone Mc-
Clellan Gate at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, and several
restoration projects for the
City of Savannah, Georgia. A
graduate of Brooklyn's Pratt
Institute and the Vermont
College for the Arts, and a
working artist for more than
30 years, Nelson is presently
vice president of the Descen-
dants of the Founders of An-
cient Windsor.

£SB

IS BECOMING

The ca. 1757 Thomas
Smith House and 1920 Del-
more Hawthorne Garage

will be open for tours that
afternoon. On display will
be items to be included in a
time capsule the association
will seal later this year, not to
be opened again for anoth-
er century. Visitors are en-
couraged to provide letters
to future Agawam residents
describing 21st century life
for inclusion in the time cap-
sule. Brochures and business
cards from local businesses
are also wanted.

New, hand-crafted Cats
Meow Village keepsakes de-
picting the Thomas Smith
House and the Agawam His-
torical & Fire House Museum
have just arrived and will be
available for sale to benefit
the Agawam Historical Asso-
ciation.

This event is free and open
to the public.

N
TruNort\(lBank““

Unlock your potential

Member FDIC
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Opinion

Editorial

If you missed it, we have it

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

If you blink, you may have
missed something. Because
things have been happening
pretty fast in Agawam this
year.

If you blink, you may have
missed a school project that
is making major progress
and from a distance, travel-
ing down Mill St., you see a
new building overshadowing
the turffield stadium and the
current construction of Aga-
wam High School.

If you blink, you have
missed a whole host of city
council meetings, school
activity, library fun, and a
celebration of this country’s
250th anniversary.

But in editions of the Aga-
wam Advertiser News, you
can see various highlights
of what has been going on
in the community so far in
2026. And right here, right
now, things are going to be
heating back up.

Because summer vaca-
tion is going to be over be-
fore you know, school will be
starting and all the activity
will be picking back up. And
of course, all your favorite
sports teams will be back on
the field, or the turf, or the
floor if we are talking girls
volleyball as fall sports get

underway.

We thank you for taking us
into your home for the next
two weeks as we provide you
with just a sample of the cov-
erage of the community that
we are able to provide.

We sincerely hope you will
take a look at what the Aga-
wam Advertiser News has to
offer.

But as always, our small
staff needs your help. We
need to hear about your
events, we need to hear
about what is going in your
children’s schools, and every-
thing else that you think is
important for this communi-
ty to be made aware of.

We want to hear from
churches, nonprofits, and
service organizations about
whatyou have coming up this
autumn as we go through the
falling leaves, the sugar-rush-
es of all the trunk-or-treats,
leading up the Thanksgiving
Day matchup between West
Springfield and Agawam, be-
ing held in Agawam this year,
by the way, and all the way
to the holiday bazaars and
cheer at the end the year.

So take a look at we have
this week and next week, and
see what you can contribute
to your community newspa-
per.

Thank you again and en-
joy the end of your summer.

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

THatiers

By Russell Gloor

[ worked for my ex-husband
but wasn’t paid and now
have little Social Security —
What are my options?

Author note: This is arti-
cle number 500 in the AMAC
Foundation’s “Ask Rusty” se-
ries of Social Security articles,
which have been published
nationwide every week since
February 2017. ‘Ask Rusty”
is provided free of charge as
an integral part of the AMAC
Foundation’s mission to “sup-
port and educate Americas se-
niors.” If you would like to help
the AMAC Foundation fulfill
its mission, charitable dona-
tions are graciously accepted
at  https://amacfoundation.
org/donate/).

Dear Rusty:
Sadly, I was in business

with my ex-husband.

I'm a nurse and he was a
chiropractor. He refused to pay
me ‘on the books” and now, at
age 73, after divorcing him
due to his financial irrespon-
sibility. (I don't want to bur-
den you with the thefts that he
perpetrated), I am stuck with
a small $773 Social Security
payment each month.

At age 73 I am now faced
with having to go back into the
workforce. Is there anything 1
can do to prove that I worked
40 years for my husband, but
wasn't paid?

Signed:
Distressed Divorcee

SECURITY I page5
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Guest Column

Garden Lady discusses weeds and seeds

came back from
vacation and

was shocked
as to how much
the garden had
grown.
Crops were
ready to be
harvested and
weeds that were
merelyinches tall
had grown by leaps
and bounds! Of course, we
did have nearly a half foot
of rain that week, and this
probably played a part in
such exuberant growth.
Read on to learn how
indiscriminate watering by
Mother Nature can mean

weeds, weeds and more
weeds.
Why such a growth

spurt? Because just like oth-
er seeds, those of our least
favorite weedy plants need
both sunlight and water
in order to germinate and
grow well.

When we water on pur-
pose, we can direct the rain
where wed like - usually at
the base of the plant. Un-
fortunately, rainfall that
lands on a brick path, the
garden aisle, and also in be-
tween plants within the row
can cause a lot of weeds to
sprout.

Hand weeding and hoe-
ing are both great exercise,
and the best option for oth-
erwise bare areas of young
weeds.

Many gardeners make

by
Roberta McQuaia

the mistake, however, of
hoeing too deeply and ex-
posing more weed seeds to
sunlight. Try to just scrape
the surface of the soil.

Stirrup hoes are partic-
ularly effective, skimming
across the soil and severing
the stems of weeds at the
root line as they go. Very
tall weeds can be cut down
by use of garden shears,
scissors or a week whacker,
depending on the size of the
area.

Once cut back, you can
cover the whole area with a
tarp, or black plastic to fry
what was underneath, kill-
ing weed seed.

In the future you can use
mulch to reduce the amount
a weeding you have to do -
it will also help to conserve
soil moisture in years that
rainfall isn't so plentiful.
Mulch doesn’t have to be ex-
pensive - it can be as simple
as a “biscuit” of spent hay,
a few sheets of newspaper
secured with stones, pine
needles or grass clippings
- as long as these materials

),

X
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are applied thick enough to

exclude light, weed seeds
should not sprout.

Sometimes I will

put alayer of corru-

gated cardboard
down first, wet
N it then add the

mulch on top. It
really seems to make a
difference having that
preliminary layer to keep
light out.

This may be an unlike-
ly pairing for this column,
but there are plants that
we desire to grow this time
of year, and they are cover
crops. Cover crops add lots
of organic matter to the
soil when incorporated in
during the spring or sum-
mer months.

While winter rye is the
standard, you can grow
oats, too. If sown right now,
oats will germinate but die
back as soon as frost hits.

Leave the plants in place,
though, and they will pre-
vent erosion by holding
onto the soil with their
roots. Plant parts can be
incorporated come spring
time.

In preparation for sow-
ing cover crop seed, the soil
surface should be scuffed
up so that the seeds will
make good contact with
earth. Once prep is com-
plete I rake the soil smooth
and broadcast the grain,
first throwing the seed in
one direction and then the
other.

It’s a good idea to divide
the seed in half and try to
cover all the area you have
once, then go back and fill
in the light spots with the
rest. After the seed has been
sown I'll drag the flat end
of a steel rake over the soil
surface to bury it ever so
slightly.

My goal is to have the
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VOur
health

SMoKking cessation is beneficial at any age

If there’s one habit every
doctor wishes you would
break, its smoking. Quit-
ting significantly improves
health and reduces the risk
of diseases.

And this is true no mat-
ter what age you are, from
your 20s right into your 70s.
While some older adults
may believe it's “too late”
to change, evidence shows

that about one-third of older
adults who attend special-
ized clinics successfully quit
and stay off cigarettes for at
least a year.

Research has also found
that even 75-year-olds who
are able to stop cigarettes
gain an average of one year
of life expectancy. That’s one
more year to do some of the
things you enjoy, like visiting

with grandchildren (and not
being relegated to the patio
to light up).

Besides life expectancy,
other benefits for older quit-
ters are

« A lower risk of dis-
ease: Older adults who quit
have lower rates of death
from heart attacks, strokes

HEALTH 1 page 5

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must
be received by noon Monday to be considered for

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample. No endorsement
letters will be printed in the last edition before the
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

fundraisers.

plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the
Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.
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and cancer compared to
those who continue to
smoke.

+ Reduced frailty: Stop-
ping smoking is associated
with a lower degree of “frail-
ty” (a measure of increased
vulnerability and weakness)
over time, promoting health-
ier aging and better physical
function.

« Cognitive and sexual
health: Quitting smoking can
lead to improved brain func-
tion and has been shown to
improve long-term sexual
function recovery following
procedures like prostate sur-
gery.

« Surgical success: For old-
er adults facing surgery, quit-
ting at least eight weeks prior
can significantly decrease
the risk of lung-related com-
plications. If you can go eight
weeks, you can keep going.

Quitting cigarettes is real-
ly, really hard because of the
addictive properties of nico-
tine, which has been shown
to boost dopamine in the re-
ward circuits of the brain, but
causes cravings and with-
drawal symptoms when it’s
stopped. This is true whether
your source of nicotine is a
cigarette or a vape.

Most adults who smoke
say they want to quit. A 2022
survey found that more than
half of adult smokers tried
to quit in the previous year.
If you fall into that group,
don't go it alone, especially
if smoking is a decades-long
ingrained habit. Chances of
success improve with sup-
port from doctors and family.

Support for smoking ces-
sation is everywhere you
look. The National Cancer
Institute hosts a website,
smokefree.gov, which is
chock full of tips and tech-
niques to help you on your
journey to becoming a for-
mer smoker.

For example, there’s guid-
ance on nicotine replace-
ment therapy (NRT), which
has been shown to increase
the success rate, especially
when several forms are used,
such as a nicotine patch
supplemented by lozenges
or gum. Some studies sug-
gest that older adults may
actually have higher success
rates using NRT compared to
younger smokers.

You can also find apps,
texting and social media
sites that offer support, along
with how to build a quit plan.

Medicare wants you to
quit smoking, too. After all,

it will save them money.
Medicare covers counseling
sessions to help you stop
smoking under Part B, allow-
ing up to eight sessions every
12 months at no cost if your
provider accepts Medicare.
Additionally, Medicare Part
D covers certain prescription
medications to assist with
smoking cessation.

Medicare Advantage
Plans are required to cover
counseling and some medi-
cations as well, though ben-
efits vary by plan.

Here in Massachusetts,
1-800-QUIT-NOW is Massa-
chusetts’ tobacco and nic-
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Dear Distressed:

We are so sorry to hear
of your unfortunate circum-
stances. Assuming your
ex-husband is now collecting
Social Security retirement
benefits or is at least eligible
to if you are divorced at least
two years, you should be able
to collect an ex-spouse bene-
fit as his former wife.

In that case, you would
be entitled to receive 50% of
the Social Security benefit
he was entitled to at his own
Full Retirement Age because
he and you were married for
over 10 years.

The way that will work
is that you would contin-
ue to receive your person-
ally-earned $773 monthly
Social Security retirement
amount earned from other
employment, but you would
also be entitled to a sup-
plemental “spousal boost”
to bring your payment up
to half of the SS payment
amount your ex-husband is
entitled to at his SS Full Re-
tirement Age.

In other words, because
you were married to your
ex for more than 10 years,
you are entitled to the same
Social Security benefits as

though you were still mar-
ried. That is true, even if he
has remarried and his new
wife is also getting a spouse
benefit from his record.

You will still be entitled
to an ex-spouse benefit from
your ex-husband as his for-
mer wife. And if he dies be-
fore you, as a surviving ex-
spouse you will get the same
Social Security benefit he
was receiving at his death, in-
stead of the smaller amount
your will get while you are
both living.

Regarding rejoining the
workforce, while you can
certainly go back to work at
age 73 without it negatively
affecting your Social Security
benefits, if you are struggling
financially, I suggest you visit
this website sponsored by the
National Council on Aging:
www.benefitscheckup.org.

At this website, you can
enter your zip code and find
much information about oth-
er supplemental assistance
you may be entitled to where
you live, including healthcare
and medication assistance,
housing, nutritional assis-
tance, etc.

Regarding your question:
“Is there anything I can do to
prove that I worked 40 years
and wasn't paid?” Social Se-

curity determines benefits
based solely on your per-
sonal earnings as reported
to the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice, which is, in turn, de-
pendent on how your joint
income taxes were filed over
the years you worked in your
husband’s business.

Social Security is unable
to assist you with IRS mat-
ters. I'm afraid yours is more
of a legal matter you would
need to pursue by discussing
your situation directly with
the IRS or engaging an attor-
ney for assistance.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for in-
Jformation purposes and does
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundations staff,
trained and accredited by the
National Social Security Asso-
ciation To submit a question,
visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell
Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC.

Applications open for wreath bazaar

AGAWAM - Agawam Con-
gregational Church is now
accepting applications for the
Holly Wreath Christmas Ba-
zaar to be held on Saturday,

Nov. 21 at 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. If
you are interested in partic-
ipating contact the church
office at 786-7111 from 9 a.m.
to 12 noon for an application.

You may pick one up at the
church office or request one
be sent to you by email. The
church email is office@aga-
wamcong.com.

PLEASE REMEBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Go Ductless!

Let us design a system
that works for your
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution
for your home
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

STATE LINE

otine Quitline, where you
can connect to a free trained
quit coach by phone or line.
They share strategies to curb
cravings, handle life’s big and
small stresses and tackle. You
can track your progress and
learn how to access free NRT
supplies.

Talking to your health-
care provider is also im-
portant, both as a source of
support and advice on using
certain prescription medica-
tions to curb smoking such
as varenicline (Chantix). This
medication can be used by
older adults, but caution is
advised because of a higher

likelihood of age-related kid-
ney issues. Your doctor may
also recommend cognitive
behavior therapy (CBT).
What does a quit plan
look like? Pick a date you're
going to quit and rid the
house of cigarettes, ashtrays
and other smoking para-
phernalia. You might need to
take some things to the dry
cleaner to get the cigarette
smell out. Tell everyone that
youve made a quit plan and

you need their help.
Be proud of what youre
accomplishing! Let peo-

ple know when you've been
smoke-free for a week, a
month, a year. If you do hap-
pen to light up, don’t give up.
Tomorrow is another day.

And you may have more
tomorrows when you've be-
come an ex-smoker. Good
luck.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg,
a Monson resident, is a reg-
istered nurse and board-cer-
tified patient advocate. She
is the author of several books
on advocacy and founder of
Nurse Advocate Entrepreneur,
which equips medical profes-
sionals with the knowledge
and skills to start their own
advocacy businesses. Contact
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com.
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seed sprout now, so that
its roots will hold the soil
and its nutrients in place
over the off season.

Winter rye will put on
an amazing amount of top
growth by spring - weed
whack or mow it first to
make incorporating easi-
er.

I am also contemplat-
ing “tarping” it to solarize
the soil at the same time,
then working in the dead
plants by hand.

Either way, if you do
this for a few years in a
row you'll watch the or-
ganic matter content of
your soil soar, reportedly
at a rate of three to four

thousand pounds per
acre.
Roberta McQuaid grad-

uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachu-
setts. For 34 years she has
held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the
subject line.

Gandara Center
Culturally Sensitive Care

\ -

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

[¥ Behavioral Health

M Youth & Family

[ Substance Use & Recovery

¥ Community & Prevention

& Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities

1-877-733-3146

Providing culturally competent behavioral
health, prevention, and education services to
over 17,000 children, adults and families
across Massachusetts each year.

www.gandaracenter.org

Thank You Agawam

Ak SPark

The Best Way Home

Park Square Realty has been
professionally serving
Agawam and Feeding Hills
for 39 Years.

The Park Square team looks forward to
providing you with outstanding service and
expertise in the sale or purchase of your
next home. Contact us for all your real estate
needs and see why Park Square Realty is

The Best Way Home.

Locally Owned ® Proven Success ® Trusted Reputation

market value of

Call for a free

your home

AGAWAM/
WEST SPRINGFIELD OFFICE
470 Westfield Street, Suite 2,
West Springfield ® 789-9830

WESTFIELD OFFICE

44 Elm Street, Westfield ® 568-9226

parksquarerealty.com
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Great Reads event
set for Sept. 29

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam Public Library is
pleased to announce its
selection as a partnering
library with the Massachu-
setts Center for the Book
for the “Great Reads from
Great Places” initiative.
Each year the Massachu-
setts Center for the Book
selects a title to represent
the Commonwealth at the
annual Library of Congress
National Book Festival and
provides free copies of the
book to area libraries for
use in discussion groups
and community program-
ming. This year’s title is
Nothing More of This Land:
Community, Power and
the Search for Indigenous
Identity by Joseph Lee. The
Agawam Public Library will
host a book discussion and
virtual Q & A watch party
with the author on Tuesday,
Sept.29 at 6 p.m. in the Clini
Community Room. Anyone
interested in registering for
this book discussion and
event is encouraged to stop
by the library information

desk to pick up a free copy
of the book and discussion
guide (while supplies last).

Before Martha’s Vine-
yard became one of the
most iconic vacation des-
tinations in the country, it
was home to the Wampano-
agpeople. Today, as tourists
flock to the idyllic beaches,
the island has become in-
creasingly  unaffordable
for tribal members, with
nearly three-quarters now
living off-island. Growing
up Aquinnah Wampanoag,
journalist Joseph Lee grap-
pled with what this situ-
ation meant for his tribe,
how the community can
continue to grow, and more
broadly, what it means to
be Indigenous.

Registered participants
will be invited to partici-
pate in an exclusive Q&A
with Joseph Lee on Sep-
tember 29th at 6pm. This
discussion series is part of
the 2026 Great Reads MA
program, sponsored by the
Massachusetts Center for
the Book.

Chamber holding next
‘Lunch with the Legislators’

AGAWAM - The West
of the River Chamber of
Commerce has announced
it will hold it’s next “Lunch
with the Legislators” on
Tuesday, Oct. 20 from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The event

will be held at Latitude
Restaurant at 1338 Memo-
rial Ave., West Springfield.
Join us for lunch with our
local senators and repre-
sentatives for informative

updates and a Q&A session.

Maze Day, student orientation on Wednesday

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Junior High School faculty
and administration cordial-
ly invite you to attend our
Maze Day and the “7th Grade
and New 8th Grade Student
Orientation” on Wednesday,
Aug. 26 in the AJHS Audito-
rium. There will only be one
Maze Day this year and we
will invite our incoming 7th
and new 8th Grade students
and families to AJHS 3 to 5
p-m. and returning 8th grade
students to join us from 5 to
7 p.m. These times are win-
dows and families do not
have to be here for the entire
two hours. “Orientation” is
open to all seventh-grade stu-
dents, new to 8th grade AJHS
students, and their parents/

guardians. We will have two
orientation sessions for flex-
ibility for families to attend.
The first session will be at 4
p-m. and the second session
will start at 5 p.m. Orien-
tation sessions will last ap-
proximately 30 minutes and
provide important details for
families about AJHS expec-
tations and routines. Both
orientation sessions are the
same and you only need to
attend one. If you are unable
to attend your scheduled
Maze Day window you may
attend the other session but
will need to check in with the
registration table so you are
directed to the correct grade
level section of the cafeteria.
During the “Maze” portion

of the event, you will receive
and complete important pa-
perwork, sign up for school
activities and clubs and get
more information regarding
particular programs offered
at the junior high school.
In addition, our PTO will
also be on hand to provide
information on upcoming
events and activities being
offered to the students, as
well as get your input and
ideas youd like shared with
the school and student body.
After completing the Maze
Days paperwork, students
will be provided their home-
room (first period)/team
assignments for the upcom-
ing school year. The process
should not take more than 30

minutes to complete and, you
will be able to complete the
google form packet that will
be emailed and also avail-
able on our website (www.
agawamed.org) , and submit
it before going into the Stu-
dent Orientation meeting at
4 or 5 p.m. Our school nurse
will also be here to answer
questions, collect physical
forms, medication and any
health-related  paperwork.
There will be Chromebooks
available for families to com-
plete the form during Maze
Days as well. 7th Grade and
new 8th students will also
pick up their Chromebooks
from Mrs. Bruno-Santaniel-
lo in the library during Maze
Day.

Agawam
Public School
health
records to

be destroyed

AGAWAM - Agawam
Public School Health Re-
cords for former students
that either graduated or left
the school system between
Sept 2017 and June 2021 will
have their school health re-
cords destroyed as permit-
ted by the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. Anyone
wishing a copy of their
health records must contact
the nurse within the school
they last attended before
September 30, 2026.

DPW announces road work ongoing

AGAWAM - Starting
earlier this week, the De-
partment of Public Works
has begun reclamation and
road-paving activities at
the following locations:

« Phelps School driveway
and parking lot

« Riverside Ave. (from
Liberty Ave. to River Rd.)

« Liberty Ave. (from Sey-
mour Ave. to end)

« Seymour Ave. (from
River Rd. to Liberty Ave.)

« Center St. (from Suff-
ield St., to end)

Residents are asked not
to park their cars within
the above listed areas un-
til construction has been
completed. Traffic delays
or detours may occur. Res-
idents are encouraged to
plan accordingly. Residents

and businesses will have
access to their driveways
during construction.

Please be aware that
the construction schedule
dates are subject to change.
The DPW will make ev-
ery effort to complete this
work as quickly possible.
If you have any questions,
please contact us at (413)
821-0600.

Thomas Smith home to have open house

AGAWAM - On Satur-
day, Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., there will be an open
house held at the historic
Thomas Smith House.

The c¢. 1757 Thomas
Smith House and 1920 Del-
more Hawthorne Garage
will be open for tours.

Master stone carver
& gravestone conservator
Randall Nelson will be on-

carving replicas of badly
deteriorated gravestones of
Revolutionary War veter-
ans as replacements for the
original stones.

The National Regis-
ter-listed Thomas Smith
House is one of a few
remaining resources
from Feeding Hills’ eigh-
teenth-century agricultur-
al past, and is significant
architecturally as an un-

usually intact example of
eighteenth-century build-
ing practices and a rare
surviving example of mid-
to late-eighteenth century
Connecticut River Valley
design and materials.

The Hawthorne Garage
illustrates the property’s
evolution from agricul-
tural to suburban setting
that took place in the early
twentieth century.

Cooper’s Gifts accepting supply
donations for Homework House

AGAWAM - For a limited
time, Cooper’s Gifts, Appar-
el, Home of Agawam, Mass.,
is accepting classroom sup-
ply donations for Homework
House, which is located at 54
North Summer Street Holy-
oke, MA 01040.

Homework House
strengthens our community
by promoting educational
success and providing free
tutoring and mentoring for
children living in economi-
cally disadvantaged neigh-
borhoods. Homework House
provides a safe and nurtur-

ing place for children to grow
and learn. Donations will be
collected at Cooper’s now
through August 31st . “We
invite everyone to help out
Homework House and be en-
tered to win a $100 Cooper’s
Gift Card”” said Kate Gourde,
owner of Cooper’s Gifts, Ap-
parel, Home.

Items to keep their
classrooms clean and well
stocked; disinfectant wipes,
facial tissues, paper towels,
copy paper, dry erase mark-
ers and erasers, card games
such as Uno, Go Fish and

flash cards, are their current
needs. “We hope that while
people are out purchasing
items to send their children
back to school with, that
they will consider picking up
a few extras for the Home-
work House. And, you'll be
entered into our raffle!” said
Gourde.

“We will swap a raffle en-
try for every item donated to
the Homework House. One
lucky winner of a $100 Coo-
per’s gift card will be notified
on Sept. 1. Especially for
people in the Greater Spring-
field area, it’s easier to bring
donations here, and we are
open 7 days a week,” Gourde
said. Items may be brought
to the shop anytime up until
August 31. Cooper’s is locat-
ed at 161 Main St., Agawam,
Mass., and is open daily 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays
12 to 4 p.m.

“This drive coincides with
Homework House as our Au-
gust Round-Up charity; so,
it’s the perfect time to spread
the word about their mission
and really help them out’
Gourde said. Each month
Gourde chooses alocal char-
ity to receive the profits of
the store’s Round-Up Pro-
gram through which cus-
tomers are invited to round
up their purchase total to
the nearest dollar amount.
Gourde will then match 50%
of the total collected. The
program has donated more
than $68,000 to local organi-
zations since its inception in
2014. More information on
the Round Up program and
how to nominate a charity
may be found on Cooper’s
website www.coopersgifts.
com/round-up/.

site to talk about his work
Donahue
Electric

F [gis

EXPERIENCED. PROFESSIONAL. RESPONSIVE.
Quality work for all your electrical needs.

EV CHARGERS, SERVICE CHANGES, COMMERCIAL WORK
Master Electrician A-12525

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT
DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 * Fax 413-789-3738
www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”’

LOWER PRICES

CutT
FREE

(413) 579-7130
donahueelectric.inc@gmail.com
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YOUR BUDGET!
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN cur-sec... 1 b

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CUT PORK 5249
LOIN CHOPS....ccuussssusssssssssssns Ib
USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS twin pax ... szgg
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TURKEY BREAST ., >
USDA INSP. 44
SWISS CHEESES4 Ib
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USDA INSP. SKINLESS

KAYEM HOT DOGS 2. BOX........?77e7

SALE DATES:

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEFSTENDERLOIN
12

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
STEAKHOUSE

USD
GROUND FRESH DAILY

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

8/20/26-8/26/26

PRICES IN R
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS $1 79
lb

CHICKEN BREAST 10 5. BAGuuseses

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS 75 ¢ e D D'

USDA INSP. CHEF PIERRE

RICOTTA & CHOCOLATE
CHIP PIE 2507 oo 02

USDA INSP. 1QF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 13/15
COUNT SHELL ON 215 ... 1 852

USDA INSP. NATURE'S BEST
5999

D
W

WHOLE COOKED
(HTA15], [T FR—

B £ 90 Meat Outlet © [tttk
4 413-737-1288

'8-6°Sat83

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS  SELECTION * SERVICE

BLUEBERRIES,
TOMATOES & PEACHES

FRESH FROM OUR FIELDS
Squash, Kale, Cabbage,
Cukes, Beans, Peppers,
Cantaloupes & Eggplants

SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE
257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57)

Southwick, MA ¢ (413) 569-6417

T ¢ Celebration Tame!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor

Event Rental Needs

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
JAGENTET

www.tntrentals.net
413-896-8297

Tent and Table Rentals
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FOOTBALL

Youth teams /
prepares for
new season

AGAWAM - Next to the
baseball fields at Memorial
Park, are the fields of Kirk
Parker Field where Aga-
wam’s youth football pro-
grams have been practicing
for the past few weeks. The
teams get going in early Au-
gust in order to prepare
for a month to compete
in their regular season
openers on Sunday,
Sept. 6. Agawam will be
hosting Wilbraham in
their season opener.

@turleysports

Players work on drills for blocking.

www.turleysports.com

[ Jacebook.com/turleysports

Players get instructions on the sidelines.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

week.

Members of Agawam youth football observe other players from the sideline during practice last

A pair of players work with the blocking pads.

BASEBALL

Forge
Baseball
Clinic returns

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - One of the
last sports camps of the sum-
mer of 2026 was held at Spec
Pond in Wilbraham from Au-
gust 10-13.

A total of 57 baseball and
softball players between the
ages of 6-16 from Wilbraham
and the surrounding commu-
nities attended the four day
clinic.

“This is our fourth year
conducting the baseball clin-
ics, and this is probably the
best one yet,” said camp direc-
tor Dustin Brisson “We have
almost 60 kids, including a
couple of softball players for
the first time, this week. It’s
the most campers we've ever
had at this clinic and I'm very
pleased.”

Brisson, who is the owner
of Forge Athletics, was born
in Florida and played college
baseball at the University of
Central Florida from 1997-
2000. The first baseman was
drafted by the Boston Red
Sox in the 15th round of the
2000 MLB draft.

Brisson, who played 345
minor league games, ad-
vanced to Double A Portland.
His baseball career came to
an end due to an injury.

“I was blessed to have the
opportunity to play profes-
sional baseball,” Brisson said.
“I'm doing what I can to give
back to these kids”

Some of the camp instruc-
tors were Lindsay Beer, David
Wendt, Ace Adams Chade
Shade, whos the head coach
of the Springfield College
baseball team, Pat Strange,
whos the pitching coach at
Westfield State University,
Dan Gomez, whos the head
baseball coach at Western
New England University, and
Terry Doyle, whos the the
baseball coach at New En-

FORGE I page8

Olivia Curto tries to grab a
rebound.

Hannah Podworski eyes the short-range shot.

Brokke Cruz is covered close as she enters
the paint.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
DAVID HENRY

Molly Hutchison
struggles to make
a layup.

BASKETBALL

Youth
basketball
wraps up

WILBRAHAM - The Spec
Pond Summer Basketball
League held playoff held
the first week of August,
utilizing a few sites in ad-
dition to the courts at Spec
Pond. Agawam, a 7-8 team,
were involved in a match-
up held in Wilbraham at
Minnechaug Regional High
School.
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Tri-County finals forced
to a deciding game three

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY -
Third-seeded Teddy Bear
Pools & Spas had a gold-
en opportunity to sweep
the top-seeded St. Joseph's
Saints in the Tri-County
League championship se-
ries.

Teddy Bear held a 1-0
lead entering the top of the
third inning in game two.

St. Joe’s rallied for three
runs in the third and fourth
innings and they evened the
best-of-three series at 1-1
following a 6-3 victory at
South Hadley High School
Friday, Aug. 7.

The game came to an
end after five innings due
to darkness, which didn’t
please the Teddy Bear play-
ers and their supporters.

“It's a very frustrating
situation,” said Teddy Bear
player/manager Ryan Mag-
ni. “I think we shouldve
been able to finish the fi-
nal two innings of tonight’s
game at St. Joe's Park before
playing the deciding game
tomorrow night?”

The baseball field at
South Hadley High School
doesn’t have any lights and
the first pitch of game two
was thrown by Teddy Bear
righthander Sean Rose-
mond at 5:55p.m. The three
umpires made the decision
to end the game at 7:45 p.m.

“The pace of tonight’s
game was very slow; said
St. Joe’s manager Paul Mar-
cinek. “We were very lucky
to finish five innings which
made it an official game.

Had the game ended be-
fore the bottom of the fifth
inning, it would've resumed
at South Hadley High
School the following day.
If the score would've been
tied, game two would've
been replayed from the be-
ginning, which has been a
TCL rule for many years.

Teddy Bear won game
one of the championship
series, which was an old
fashion pitcher’s duel, 3-1,
at St. Joe’s Park, last Thurs-
day night.

Righthander Matt Dro-
biak, who graduated from
South Hadley High School
in 2024, went the distance
for Teddy Bear. He allowed
a run on six hits and three
strikeouts without issuing

N

TURLEY
PHOTOS BY

DAVID HENRY

awalk. Above, |

Drobiak outdueled St. Greg
Joe’s righty Trey Yesu, who Vouros
graduated from Monson fires a
High School in 2022. throw to

Yesu also went seven in- fijrst base. =
nings allowing three runs Right,
(two earned) on six hits  RayToth
with six strikeouts and two  makes a
walks. throw on ! At that

Teddy Bear took a  therun. - point,
1-0 lead in game against a Rosemond
lefthander Jackson Hayes was re-
with two outs in the bottom placed on the
of the first inning follow- mound by righthander Ma-

ing a run scoring double
by second baseman Ramon
Jimenez.

St. Joe’s took the lead
against Rosemond in the
top of the third inning.

Catcher Nate Carillon
and second baseman Greg
Vouros began the St. Joe’s
rally with back-to-back sin-
gles. After Drobiak retired
the next batter on a pop-up,
before Carillon scored the
tying run following a wild
pitch. Then right fielder Bri-
an Hayes drew a walk before
centerfielder Pat Fitzgib-
bons hit a two run single
into right field giving St.
Joe’s a 3-1lead.

With one-out in the bot-
tom of the third inning,
Drobiak, who started at first
base, launched a solo home
run over the left field fence.

Holding a slim 3-2 lead,
St. Joe’s scored three more
runs in the fourth inning.

The first two runs
crossed the plate following
a two-run single down the
right field line by Vouros.

son Barcomb.

Shortstop Jacob Hayes
greeted the relief pitcher
with an RBI single into left
field giving the visiting team
a commanding 6-2 lead.

After Jackson Hayes re-
tired the first two batters in
the bottom of the fourth on
flyballs to center, consecu-
tive walks by third baseman
Alex Gochinski, right fielder
Ty Evans, and catcher Eric
Robert loaded the bases.
Another walk by Ryan Mag-
ni plated Teddy Bear’s sec-
ond run.

Relief pitcher Matt Irzyk,
who wound up as the win-
ning pitcher in game two,
retired the only batter he
faced in the fourth on a pop-
up caught by Jacob Hayes.

Irzyk allowed a single to
shortstop Ray Toth in the
bottom of the fifth inning
before the umpires halted
to game.

Photos and highlights
from the deciding game
three will be in next week’s
edition.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Campers receive some instructions from one of the coaches in the Forge Baseball Clinic.

FORGE » frompage7 | |
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1.
“It'san honortohavethese [~ =
coaches working at our clinic " -[:~l_‘:
this year; Brisson said. “They [+
want to help these kids. This
is a high level skills clinic. I
just want the older kids "

» L

to have the opportu-
nity to work with the
college coaches”

A couple of the
guest speakers at
the clinic were

Brandon Sey-
mour, whos the
general manag-
er of the Valley
Blue Sox, Nan-
cy Street, whos
a board member

Sox  North-
east Regional
Scouting Su-
pervisor, also

of the Miracle -~ spent a day at the
League of West- clinic.

ern Massachusetts, A few of the dif-
and Duke Casti- ferent stations were

hitting, fielding, and
throwing,

“My main goal is to

teach the players the basic
fundamentals of the game,’
Brisson said. “T also want to
keep the kids active at this
clinic. T really don't want

glione Jr whos a
sportscaster at a
television station
in Boston.

Ray Fagnant,
who grew up in
Chicopee and is

L]
the Boston Red | i z

Above, Adam Smola swings off a tee. Left, Ryan
. McLane does a running drill

them standing around doing

nothing”

Brisson was aided at the
clinic by his wife, Kasey.

“My wife is the backbone
of the organization,” Brisson
said. “She keeps everything
in order. I appreciate all the
support from many different

people that I've received run-

ning this camp.”

Brisson and his staff is
already looking forward to
holding the baseball clinic at
Spec Pond again next sum-
mer.

Library announces programs available for children and

AGAWAM - Summer is
still in full swing for Children
and Teens at the Agawam
Library. There is still time
to complete your Plant-A-
Seed, Read Summer Reading
Challenge. Log your reading,
write book reviews, con-
tribute to our Community
Reading Goal of 6,000 hours,
and earn raffle tickets that
can be entered to win awe-

some prizes until Aug. 7. We
will also have lots of fun, free
activities for kids and teens
happening at the Agawam
Library during the month of
August. Below is a listing of
everything that’s going on for
kids and teens this month.
Some events require registra-
tion. To register, call 413-789-
1550 ext 3 or go to our web-
site agawamlibrary.org.

End-of-Summer Ice Cream

Party - For all ages
Friday, Aug. 28 at 3 p.m. -
Registration Required

Join us in celebrating the
end of summer vacation the
Friday before school goes
back into session! We will
have ice cream and popsi-
cles, and coloring materi-
als and board games will be
available.

Family Aug. 31: School Themed
Take & Make Crafts - For all  Magnets
ages

Joke Days - For all ages
Wednesdays and Fridays
Tell a joke to the librarian
in the Children’s Room and
get a small prize.

First Day of the Week & Thursdays -

While supplies last - Drop-in & pick up.

A new Take & Make craft
will be available on the first
day of each week and again
on Thursdays.

Aug. 20: Apple Tree Sign
Aug. 24 and 27: Bunny in a
Carrot Craft

Teen Take & Make Craft -
Grades 7-12
Available starting Monday August 3

teenagers

until supplies run out
Toddler Time - For 19 mo.
- 36 mo.
Aug. 31 at 9:30 am. -
Drop-in.
Join us as we read stories,
sing, and play together

Weekly Scavenger Hunts —
For all ages

Aug. 31 to Sept. 4 - School-themed
Hunt & Riddle

" Don’t Miss Out!

e .

ey ¥ -
n Al ..‘n\(“‘tl
The August 27 issues of the Agawam Advertiser News

will be DIRECT MAILED to all residents! This is a
GREAT OPPORTUNITY to reach many potential customers.

CONTACT WENDY AT 413-283-8393
WDELCAMP@TURLEY.COM

NOTE DEADLINE:

» August 27 issue deadline is

Friday, August 21

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!
« Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
« First-Rate Used Auto Parts $5%

M
» Top-Grade Auto Body Parts t?lréegp(:)r;
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All
Vehicles

“Serving all of Western Mass.”

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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team’s ability to pre-plan for
any potential challenges con-
struction may face.

“As soon as they detect
even a potential problem,
not even a problem but a po-
tential one, they are already
working on a workaround,’
Johnson said.

The construction team
pre-ordered several of the
construction = components
before construction started
to ensure it would arrive on
time.

Johnson is also grateful
for the work of the leadership
team and all of the people
who have been participating
in the weekly construction
meetings and the monthly
school building committee
meetings.

“There is a lot of work that
goes into this project and ev-
eryone is working very well
together;” Johnson said.

After it is completed con-
struction phase two will
begin. Phase two includes
knocking down part of the
existing building to make
room for the academic wing
and the new early childhood
center.

The new early childhood
center will be in a portion of
the existing building that will
be renovated.

Currently, phase one of
construction is impacting
parking at the high school.
In phase two this will wors-
en as most of the parking in
the front of the building will
be lost.

However, phase one of
construction does include
adding parking to the west of
the community wing, which
will become available as
phase one comes to an end.

Johnson does not an-
ticipate much disruption
to students’ daily lives in
the school as the Fontaine
Brothers have worked hard
to plan construction around
the school schedule.

“They have done a really
great job of minimizing the
impact,” Johnson said.

In fact, Johnson shared
that several students have
taken an interest in the con-
struction process.

“The industrial arts class
is wanting to go over and
take alook at it, it’s pretty fas-
cinating,’ Johnson said.

Johnson has found that
the Agawam community has
been very excited for and im-
pressed by this project.

“The general reaction I get
from people is that they can-
not believe how quickly it is
going up and that it already
looks so good and they can't
wait to see how it will turn
out,” Johnson said.

Johnson himself, as an
Agawam High School alum-
ni, is excited to see the new
school completed.

Already he looks forward
to seeing the community
wing in a few months.

Within the community
wing students will have ac-
cess to new gymnasiums, a
new cafeteria and a court-
yard.

“I think they’re going to be
beautiful,” Johnson said.

Come the fall Johnson will
be offering tours of the exist-
ing high school building for
people who want to see the

DEADLINES

In observance of Labor Day, there WI||1
. be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES /
= & CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE

The new early childhood center will be part of the second phase.

Once the first phase is
complete, the next phases will
be replacement of the current
building.

school one last time before
it is torn down for new con-
struction.

“We are going to offer the
tours for those who have
nostalgia and want to see
the portions that are going to
be torn down one last time,’
Johnson said.

To keep up to date on the
high school project, go to the
website at https://agawam-

hsproject.com/. near the end of 2026.

SQUEEZE YOUR ENERGY DOLLARS

Z7a#CSF UEL OIL

HOME HEAVING O 77, 7 7 senize 70wt (7 7 eeter

6 OFF | 56 OFF | >100FF

the purchase of the purchase of
125 gallons or more 125 gallons or more 150 gallons or more
of heating oil of heating oil of heating oil
Coupons Never Expire. Coupons Never Expire. Coupons Never Expire.
Limit 1 coupon per household. Limit 1 coupon per household. Limit 1 coupon per household.
Cannot be combined with other offers. Cannot be combined with other offers. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Use Our Easy Online Ordering

FRASCOFUELOIL.COM
134-3578

Gall For Our Current Low 0il Price
2383 Westfield St., West Springfield

S150FF

the purchase of
200 gallons or more
of heating oil
Coupons Never Expire.
Limit 1 coupon per household.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

S100FF § 15 0FF

the purchase of the purchase of
150 gallons or more 200 gallons or more
of heating oil of heating oil
Coupons Never Expire. Coupons Never Expire.
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Cannot be combined with other offers. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Fuel Assistance Customers Welcomed

To advertise,
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A
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— Thank you!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com

The first phase is brand new construction and should be ready

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Mayor Christopher Johnson says the project is on schedule.

Agawam High School will return to session next week in the
shadow of a construction project.

Phase one is known as the community wing of the school. There

is a website that gives up-to-date progress on the project.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Microgram

4. Fixed charge

7. Each

8. Feeling of
humiliation

10. Coat with sticky
substance

12. Powerful
“Severance”
family

13. Japanese city

14. “Pulp Fiction”
actress Thurman

16. Hat

17. Place where
rockers work

19. Psyche

20. Snakelike fishes

21. Where people live

25. Body part

26. Old towel

27. One’s essential
being

29. Japanese alcoholic
beverage

30. Boxing’s GOAT

31. Wet muddy ground

32. Christian Laettner
is one

39. A place to store
lawn tools

41. Large tub for liquid

42. 0ld World lizard

43. One-time European
member group

44, Healing student

45. Nuclear weapon

46. “Kiss of the Spider
Woman” actress
Sonia

48. Silk garment

49. About some Norse
poems

50. Woman religious
community member

51. Congressman
(abbr.)

52. Two-year-old
sheep

CLUES DOWN
1. An insane person
2. “Homeland” actress
Danes
3. Buttock muscles
4. US federal agency
5. Birds of prey
6. Electronic
communication
8. Ocean
9. Terminates
11. Low-pitched sound
from a bell
14. Exclamation: yuck!
15. A place to attach
a boat
18. Exclamation of
surprise
19. Make a mistake
20. Border line
22. Have religious faith

23. Klutz

24. Large tree

27. House of __

28. Red deer

29. Small coin (French)

31. Popular sandwich

32. 10-year period

33. Not good

34. Government
lawyer

35. Egypt’s
intelligence agency

36. Without an
occupant or
incumbent

37. Stain with one’s
hands

38. Crippling

39. One point east of
southeast

40. Large, united
groups

44, __ and cheese

47. Alcoholic beverage

rulers

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE xx
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Library announces upcoming events and activities for adults

AGAWAM - Feeling the
heat? Stop by the library for a
cool place to relax and check
out our programs and activi-
ties while you're here!

Come take a coast-to-
coast adventure without leav-
ing the public library. Amer-
ica is Wild! with Author
Brad Timm is an engaging,
visually rich presentation in-
spired by his newly released
book, America is Wild! In this
interactive and entertaining
program, wildlife ecologist
Brad shares some of his favor-
ite animals and plants from
across the country, offering a
fresh perspective on the wild-
life and landscapes we share
our amazing planet with.
Perfect for families, lifelong
learners, and nature lovers
of all ages, this presentation
sparks curiosity, encourages

learning, and inspires a deep-
er connection to the natural
world around us. This event
will take place on Thursday,
Aug. 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cli-
ni Community. Please register
to attend.

Celebrate The 250th An-
niversary of America’s Beer
with Advanced Cicereone
Em Sauter and learn about
the role of beer and brewing
in American history. Starting
from the Pilgrims landing
on Plymouth Rock (because
they were out of beer!) to the
modern craft brewery move-
ment and the beers we love
today, beer has been woven
throughout the fabric of
American history. This event
is a collaboration between the
Agawam Public library and
the Agawam Municipal Golf
Course and will take place on

Monday, Aug. 24 at 6:30 p.m.
at the golf course. Beer sam-
ples will be available. Regis-
tration is required as space is
limited.

Are you looking to dedi-
cate some time to your body
and mind? Join us on Mon-
day, Aug. 31 at 6:30 pm. in the
Clini Community Room for
Gentle Yoga with Jay. This
beginner-friendly class is de-
signed to help you stretch,
move, breathe, and unwind
in a supportive environment.
Whether you'e stepping onto
the mat for the first time or
have years of experience, all
levels are welcome. Modifica-
tions will be offered so every-
one can practice comfortably.
Please bring a yoga mat, yoga
blocks, and water. This spe-
cial class is a collaboration
between Agawam Public Li-

brary, Studio One Agawam,
and Nest of Peace Yoga, and
registration is required.

Our regular programs are
a great way for folks to pur-
sue their interests or try out
something new. Join us for
weekly Chair Yoga at 9:05
am. on Wednesdays in the
Clini Community Room.
Led by yoga instructor Hei-
di Taberman, these drop-in
classes are perfect for folks
of all fitness levels. Are you
a writer looking to connect
with other writers?

Register to attend our
Writers Group hosted by au-
thor Katherine Anderson on
Thursday, Aug. 20 at 6 p.m. in
the Peirce Conference Room.
If you've been needing a place
to get away and read for a bit,
look no further than our Si-
lent Book Club. Join us on 8

to 8:30 p.m. will be optional
socialization time, and silent
reading time will run from
6:30 to 8 p.m. Whether youd
like to join us to talk with
others about your reading or
just want to come in for the
reading time, all are welcome.
Registration is preferred but
not required.

This months Virtual Au-
thor Talk Series continues
with a riveting conversation
on Tuesday, Aug. 25 at 2 p.m.
with award-winning biologist
Beronda Montgomery as we
discuss her book, When Trees
Testify: Science, Wisdom, His-
tory, and Americas Black Bo-
tanical Legacy. Combining the
wisdom of science and histo-
ry with stories from her own
path to botany, Montgomery
talks to majestic trees, and in
this unique and compelling

narrative, they answer. Don't
miss out on this insightful dis-
cussion about Black history
and botanical mastery. Mys-
tery and thriller readers take
note: bestselling author Lucy
Foley will discuss her take on
one of Agatha Christie’s be-
loved detectives in her brand
new Miss Marple mystery,
Murder at the Grand Alpine
Hotel. Join us on Thursday,
Aug. 27 at 2 p.m. for this thrill-
ing conversation. To register
to attend any or all of these
virtual talks, please call the
library or visit libraryc.org/
agawamlibrary.

Thank you to the Agawam
Center Library Association
and the Friends of the Aga-
wam Library for sponsoring
select library programs. We
are closed Saturdays in the
summer.

SCHOOL » from page 1

On top of the program
shifts, there have also been
changes in administrator po-
sitions.

Alyse Roy is the new prin-
cipal at Clifford M. Granger
Elementary School.

With Roy taking over at
Granger, Stephanie Gendrin,
the former Granger princi-
pal, is moving to Benjamin
Phelps Elementary School.

Mary Lynn Hunter will
also be taking over as assis-
tant principal at Agawam
High School and Peter Lan-

taigne will be the new assis-
tant principal at Roberta G.
Doering.

Amber Hall, the former
Doering assistant principal,
is moving to an academic
supervisor position. That is
a district wide position for
grades seven through twelve.

Martin is excited to wel-
come the administrators to
their new positions.

“Stephanie, Alyse and
Mary Lynn have been in our
district in different capacities
so we know the work they’re
bringing with them and their
skills,” Martin said. “Peter is

coming from West Spring-
field to bring some new and
fresh ideas”

Hall will be helping with
some of the “reimagining
work” that the district is do-
ing in the junior high and
high school, and Martin is
thrilled to have her on the
team.

“We are really rethinking
the delivery of instruction,
giving the students the op-
portunity to think deeply
about their work and take
more ownership of the work
that’s happening in class-
rooms, Martin said.

Martin is hopeful that this
shift in instruction will help
students to feel more en-
gaged in their learning.

She invites students to
reach out with feedback
or ideas that they have so
the district can continue to
make their time in Agawam
schools as successful and en-
joyable as possible.

As each school prepares
for the start of the year, stu-
dents are invited to come out
for the annual meet and
greets.

These events give stu-
dents the chance to meet

GRANT & from page 1

required to accept all grant
funds that are awarded to
town entities.

Agawam received
$91,700 plus a re-allocation
from FY2026 for $4,750 for a
total of $96,450 to complete
the purchase of the radios.

Towns like Agawam rely
on mutual aid from sur-
rounding communities for
police, fire, and emergen-
cy medical support. While
mutual aid from police is

less common, fire and EMS
often cover for each other
depending on the types of
incidents. Types of mutual
aid could include respond-
ing to incidents requiring
more help like large fires
that need more manpower,
or staffing a fire station in
case another incident rises.

Agawam also assists its
neighboring communities
with mutual aid as Aga-
wam is surrounded by some
smaller communities such

as Longmeadow, Southwick,
and beyond that, Granville.
But the town has mutual aid
agreements with most of its
surrounding neighbors.

The grant states that
the town will purchase 10
Motorola APX Mobile Ra-
dios, according to the grant
award notice from the gam-
ing commission.

Agawam has utilized
grant funds from the gam-
ing commission for several
years, including more re-

cently to help fund a proj-
ect that will reconstruction
the five-way intersection at
Suffield, Cooper, and Row-
ley streets. The reconstruc-
tion drew some controver-
sy earlier in the year due to
proposed land takings. The
grant funding was almost
forfeited due to the timing
of the votes, but town offi-
cials were able to work out
the land takings with the
business owners at the in-
tersection.

GAME & from page 1

easier. Playing games to-
gether can really go a long
way in making people feel
seen and possibly giving
them someone to connect
to in the future, especially if
theyre new in town or just
out of college.

LeFebvre believes any-
one looking for something
fun to do should come give
Adult Board Game Night a
try.

“It’s a lot of fun and su-

per flexible,” LeFebvre said.
“You can bring games youre
comfortable with or give a
new game a try. You can try
to make some new friends
or bring a friend or two and
play with familiar faces!
Sometimes we have quiet,
slow nights, and sometimes
we have folks at every table
playing different games. It’s
an opportunity to just relax
and have a bit of easy fun in
a hectic world”

Thelibrary is an excellent
resource for the communi-
ty. They have yoga classes,

Qigong workshops, books,
films, music, and more.
LeFebvre is committed to
making Adult Board Game
Night a welcoming space
for all and understands the
sense of community that the
library provides.

“If anyone out there is
struggling to find a sense
of community, stopping by
library events can give a
great place to start. Join a
book club or stop by silent
book club to just chat about
whatever you've been read-
ing, come to a program to

learn a little bit more about
the world around you and
find folks with similar inter-
ests, or come to our regular
yoga or gigong events to get
a little more active. There’s
something in the library for
everyone, and if there isn't,
let us know so we can make
sure there is,” she says.

Adult Board Game Night
is a wonderful free opportu-
nity to meet some new faces
and chat over refreshments
and board games. Bring
your friends or try it out by
yourself.

their teachers before the first
day and to reconnect with
friends for some outdoor fun.

“Students can play on
playgrounds and have pop-
sicles with the principals,
Martin said.

Each school puts their
own spin on the meet and
greets, so Martin encourag-
es students and families to
check their schools’ websites
for details.

After the meet and greets,

students can get ready for the
first day of school, Sept. 3.

The first day does fall be-
fore Labor Day this year, due
to how the calendar falls.

Martin encourages stu-
dents to have fun with their
last few weeks of summer
and to be prepared to hit the
ground running once school
begins.

“Get ready for an exciting
and successful year,” Martin
said.

Public Notices

Agawam
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

The Agawam Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Thursday, August
27,2026 at 6:00 PM at the Aga-
wam Senior Center, 954 Main
Street, Agawam, MA. The pur-
pose of this hearing will be to
hear the application of Charlies

Garden Park for the Abbreviated
Notice of Resource Area Delin-
eation for property at 1399 Suff-
ield Street and Parcel 2 Suffield
Street.
By Order of
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman
Agawam Conservation
Commission
08/20/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN
SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH

WARRANT FOR 2026 STATE PRIMARY

SS.

To the Constables of the City/Town of Agawam

GREETINGS:

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required to no-
tify and warn the inhabitants of said city or town who are qualified to

vote in Primaries to vote at:
Precinct 1:
Precinct 2:
Precinct 3:
Precinct 4:
Precinct 5:
Precinct 6:
Precinct 7:
Precinct 8:

William P. Sapelli School, 65 Begley Street

Clifford M. Granger School, 31 South Westfield Street
Agawam High School, 760 Cooper Street

Roberta G. Doering School, 68 Main Street

Benjamin J. Phelps School, 689 Main Street

James Clark School, 65 Oxford Street

Agawam Junior High School, 1305 Springfield Street
James Clark School, 65 Oxford Street

On TUESDAY, THE FIRST DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2026, from
7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. for the following purpose:
To cast their votes in the State Primaries for the candidates of polit-

ical parties for the following offices:
SENATOR IN CONGRESS ............

FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH

GOVERNOR and LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ......... FOR THIS

MELCHIORI

Tax and Financial Services

IRS Problems? Let a professional
handle it for you. Call us anytime.

COMPLETE TAX SERVICES
e Personal ® Business
e Corporations e Partnerships

FREE
TAX PREP

to Certain
Deployed Military

Registered Notary Public

Telephone: (413) 786-8727

Fax: (413) 786-1833
betty@melchioritax.com
pauline@melchioritax.com

24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030

COMMONWEALTH
ATTORNEY GENERAL ............... FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH
SECRETARY OF STATE ................ FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH
E|E - TREASURER ......ccoooviiiiiiciinnn FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH
A | M| E | AUDITOR FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH
G | A | N | REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS....... FIRST DISTRICT
L |1 | p| COUNCILLOR.....ccooooriiiiiririiiinne. EIGHTH DISTRICT
SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT........... HAMPDEN &
E S HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT
S REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT ........ccccccceuce.
SIXTH HAMPDEN DISTRICT
PRECINCT ONE ONLY
THIRD HAMPDEN DISTRICT
PRECINCT TWO THRU EIGHT
D Vv L | DISTRICT ATTORNEY .....cccccomnininnnne HAMPDEN DISTRICT
s|HlE A | M| A | REGISTER OF PROBATE .........cccooevvunne. HAMPDEN COUNTY
Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings
E|IE|C I | C | B | M| thereon at the time and place of said voting.
BIRI|A AlRII Given under our hand this 14th day of August, 2026.
Elblb NlUIN Vincent F. Gioscia, City Clerk
08/20/2026
E T|E

HELP WANTED

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories

FREELANCE
WRITERS &
JOURNALISTS

Send writing
samples with

of local interest resume to:
for various towns PAULA OUIMETTE
and cities. 24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:
pouimette@turley.com

™ E5 &

» Must be dependable,
professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

» Salary based on
a flat rate by story and photo.

¢ Turley?)

Publications, Inc,
www.turley.com




August 20, 2026 |

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 1

Page 11

Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MOVING SALE

MOVING SALE
184 OSBORNE ROAD, WARE
Aug. 22-Aug. 23, 9am-4pm

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
¢ Electronics & Audio Equipment.
« Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
¢ Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xx*xxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount.

A veteran owned company. Call John at
(413)206-6509. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN

SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall »
Painting * & more!

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.
$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing
admin @huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

.
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 I ) 2 o
23 Besgsnge | 26 Beszooe| 27 B igesy| 28 P00
29 Bgs0se | 30 Besarsa| 31 Besians| 32 B2 00
3 Bese e | 34 maserce | 35 Baselrice| 36 e Ptes
w7 Besiasn | 38 Bt mge| 39 Bstsasn| 40 B0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: a MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

SRSt
BROOKFIELD

BRINFELD
STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 413.283.8393

In observance of
Labor Day,
there will be an

EARLY
CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE.

To advertise,

place your ad

no later than
NOON

Thursday,
Sept. 3, 2026

Thant Ysu!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

www.newspapers.turley.com
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THE LUDLOW REGISTER
(UABOAG CURRENT
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THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS
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Subscribe Today!
(J
Turley G

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069




Page 12 1 AGAWAM ADVERTISERNEWS I  August 20, 2026

EASY WAYS

e Ny o Advertiser

Knox Tick,
soccer

. . e e B A :
T U B R I B E A R News mailed

directly
oo ADVERTISER N

to your
EW home!
July 23, 2026 1 Vo, 48, No. 21 1 $1.00 S

WWw.agawamadverti;
- Em Em Em EE EE B BN B EE AN EE BN BN BN BN BN AN EE BN B Em AN Em Em B Em A
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If you’re enjoying
- this FREE edition of
Agawam Advertiser News

PLEASE CONSIDER
SUBSCRIBING

Current recipients of our weekly paper enjoy
town news, local stories and
articles of interest generated in Agawam
and its surrounding communities.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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Each week you’ll receive:

TOWN HALL NEWS ¢ BUSINESS HAPPENINGS ¢ AREA EVENTS ¢ SPORTS
COMMUNITY STORIES ¢ SCHOOL COVERAGE ¢ CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

Please complete this form, and mail it in a secure envelope to:
Agawam Advertiser News, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 AAN26TMC

CALL US
Use our website - - -
to securely subscribe 1 41 3 283 8393
online at THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
AGAWAMADVERTISERNEWS.TURLEY.COM YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

| want to subscribe to Agawam Advertiser News
Enclosed is my payment for: 835 1 year in state
® 1 CHECK ENCLOSED d $40 ., 1 year out of state
— (850 e, 2 year in state
; CHARGE MY CREDITCARD 3 $60............ccoooorvccrn 2 year out of state
__| New __| Renewal | Gift AGIFT CARD WILL BE SENT TO ANNOUNCE YOUR GIFT!
Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
E Phone:
' Credit Card #:
. Exp. Date: CVV2 code:
Signhature
GIFT TO:
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