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Town looks for weather to cooperate
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
DPW is currently working on 
its milling and paving project at 
O’Brien’s Corner and Springfield 
Street.

According to DPW Superin-
tendent Mario Mazza, O’Brien’s 
corner is mainly done and they 
are hoping to pave it and Spring-
field Street on Friday, Monday 
and Tuesday, depending on the 
weather.

 “Fingers crossed the weather 
will cooperate and we will get it 
paved before the start of the Big 
E,” Mazza said. 

Following the completion of 
the paving, they will wait the re-

quired seven days before restrik-
ing the road, or adding back the 
needed pavement markings. 

The workers will work on 
adding the paving markings 
overnight, once the Big E is 
closed. 

“They’re going to start after 
the Big E closes, around 11 p.m., 
and then work until 7 in the 
morning,” Mazza said. “That’s 
pretty typical to do as there’s less 
traffic and less people to work 
around and so most of those line 
painting companies work those 
hours.”

This milling and paving proj-
ect is funded annually by the 
town to resurface roads. A ma-

Teachers welcomed back 
to start new school year

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Agawam Public 
Schools held a convocation for 
the faculty and staff on Tuesday, 
Sept. 5. 

The convocation provided en-
couragement for the faculty as 
they prepared for the new school 
year. 

All the speakers made sure to 
emphasize the importance of the 
educators in the school district. 

Mayor William Sapelli told 
the attendees a story about a 
teacher, Mrs. Thompson, and her 
student, Tommy. In this story, 
Tommy was a kid who was strug-
gling in Mrs. Thompson’s class, 
who Mrs. Thompson had orig-
inally written off as a child who 
did not care.

However, things change when 
Mrs. Thompson reads Tommy’s 
past reports from other teach-
ers and she learns that he just 
recently lost his mother. From 

there, Mrs. Thompson dedicates 
herself to supporting Tommy 
and she sees him flourish. 

Tommy eventually left Mrs. 
Thompson’s class, but he kept 
writing letters to Mrs. Thomp-
son, always grateful for what she 
had done for him. When Tommy 
eventually gets married, Mrs. 
Thompson is invited to the wed-
ding to sit in the place reserved 
for the mother of the groom. 

Full activity resumes at 
library as fall begins

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Agawam Public 
Library has a busy month ahead 
of them, with a variety of events 
planned for kids, teens and 
adults to come and enjoy. 

For the past few years, the 
library has dealt with the condi-
tions of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, followed by being shut down 
for major repairs. Now, with all 
that behind them and the fall 
season starting, the library will 
be buzzing with lots of activity.

September is National Li-
brary Card Sign-up month and, 
in honor of that, the library is 
putting on a fun event for chil-
dren. Any child can bring their 
stuffed animal in and get them 
signed up for their own library 
card. 

“The stuffed animal library 
cards are just play, but the kids 
get to come in, fill out a very 
simple application form and 
then we enter them into the 
computer and give the stuffed 

animals their own library card,” 
Children’s Librarian Pamela We-
ingart said. 

Weingart said this whole 
event was inspired by a fun mo-
ment between staff. Weingart 
had jokingly taken a stuffed di-
nosaur and went up to her co-
worker and asked for a library 
card for it. Her coworker had 
immediately went along with 
the idea and offered to make a 
fake card for the dinosaur. We-
ingart fell in love with the idea 
instantly. 

“It was so, so very cute, the 
absolute cutest thing I’ve ever 
seen,” she said.  

From there, the idea only 
grew, and now they are excited 
to offer the opportunity to all 
the children who come into the 
library.

On top of this event, there 
will also be an ongoing book-
mark design contest for grades 
one through twelve. People in-
terested in entering the event 
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The Agawam Department of Public Works is hoping O’Brien’s Corner will be resurfaced and project work completed by the end 
of this week ahead of the start of The Big E. TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Teachers make their way onto the turf at Harmon Smith Field for the convocation. TURLEY PHOTO BY QUINN SUOMALA
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Doubles tournament to benefit Candlepins for Cancer
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – For fun competition and 
supporting a great cause, Agawam Bowl 
will be featuring a 90% Handicap Doubles 
Tournament to benefit Candlepins for 
Cancer on Sunday, Oct. 8. 

Candlepins For Cancer is a registered 
501(c)(3) charity that supports people suf-
fering with cancer and helps pay for nu-
merous needs while they go through their 
treatments. The charity sends donations 
to help with the expenses that are incurred 
after chemo and radiation treatments, 
time missed at work, food and pharma-
ceutical costs, and many other issues. 

This charity was founded by and serves 
the candlepin bowling community. The 
sport of candlepin bowling is a variation of 
bowling that is played primarily in the Ca-
nadian Maritime Provinces and the New 
England region of the United States. 

With the help of many members in the 
candlepin bowling world, Candlepins for 
Cancer has raised over $35,000 for fami-
lies.

Joining Agawam Bowl for this great 
event is one of the leading promoters of 
Candlepins for Cancer, Paul Grant. 

Based out of Haverhill, Grant has put 
in thousands of commuting miles to live-
stream and broadcast candlepin bowling 
leagues, tournaments, fundraisers, exhibi-
tion matches, as well as tournaments run 
by the charity all over the New England 
States of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
and Maine while accepting generous do-
nations for the charity. 

Proud of his efforts to promote the 
game of candlepin and the charity, Grant 
brings a lot of excitement to any bowling 
center he appears in as he records many 
bowling events that are later uploaded to 
the YouTube channel, Candlepin Bowling 
Network. 

The October doubles tournament will 

be the second event Grant will be cov-
ering at Agawam Bowl. Back on Jan. 15, 
Paul Grant made his first appearance ar-
riving at Agawam Bowl to broadcast their 
monthly King of the Hill tournament. 

The tournament had outstanding re-
sults. Over 40 bowlers signed up for the 
tournament and participated in 50/50 
raffles to raise money for the charity and 
purchasing WOW shirts. 

The shirts were inspired by Grant’s 
famous catchphrase, “Wow!” whenever 
amazing strikes and spares are made on 
the lanes. For every WOW shirt sold, $10 
goes to Candlepins for Cancer and Grant 
acknowledges how much of a difference 
they make in supporting the charity. 

“In just over a year, over 600 WOW 
shirts sold, helping 12 families going 
through cancer treatments,” said Grant.

The Agawam King of the Hill in January 
set a one-day record for the most money 
raised for Candlepins for Cancer. Raising a 
total of $1,869, including a record breaking 
40 WOW shirts sold. With the upcoming 
doubles tournament, Agawam Bowl in-
tends to top that record and raise more 

money. 
Agawam Bowl is looking to fill their 

doubles tournament by adding 24 teams 
(total of 48 bowlers). Entry fee is $200 per 
doubles team ($100 per bowler). 

There will be two qualifying shifts, one 
at noon, and the other at 2:30 p.m. 

There will be six groups of four teams 
competing in a round robin format. Group 
winners advance to the bracket round. 

Based off an entry of 24 teams, the tour-
nament is hoping to reward a 1st place 
prize of $1,200 to the winning team. Sec-
ond place finishers will receive $600, third 
and fourth place $450 each, and fifth and 
sixth place $350 each. 

From the entry fees, $1,000 will be di-
rectly donated to Candlepins for Cancer. 

Other ways to support the charity 
during the tournament will consist of a 
50/50 raffle during each shift. An addition-
al raffle with Red Sox tickets as the prize is 
also supporting the charity. 

The drawing for the tickets will be prior 
to the tournament on Sunday, Sept. 17. The 
game is Rays at Red Sox on Sept. 27.

WOW shirts will also be available for 

purchase on the day of the tournament. 
This year, Grant introduced a new 2.0 

version of WOW shirts featuring candle-
pins surrounding his catchphrase. Both 
versions will be available during the tour-
nament. 

There is also a fun optional donation 
pool that bowlers can take part in. The 
pool is famously known in the candlepin 
community as the “Lemon Drop” pool 
where if a bowler were to punch out one 
pin on their first ball, that is either the one 
in the 4-pin or 6-pin position, it would be 
$1. 

If a bowler punches out any of those 
two pins when they’re working on a spare 
or a strike, it’s $5 to Candlepins for Cancer. 
According to Grant, the Lemon Drop Pool 
donations have helped six more families in 
just over a year. 

Direct donations are always accepted.
Manager of Agawam Bowl, Jim Feeley is 

running the tournament and is excited to 
get more participants involved to support 
the charity and the bowling tournament. 
With the tournament being a 90% handi-
cap tournament, Feeley needs bowlers to 
provide their highest season ending aver-
age from the 2022-2023 fall bowling season 
to help determine the handicap for every 
doubles team, which is going to be 90% 
handicap from a team cap of 240. 

If a bowler does not have a season end-
ing average, then a high average with a 30 
game minimum from the 2022-2023-sum-
mer league season will be accepted. 

To enter, contact Feeley at Agawam 
Bowl, 413-786-4108. There is plenty of time 
to sign up and several spots are still open. 

The first 24 paid entries will be accept-
ed, and a waiting list will be set up in case 
of any dropouts. 

For more information, you can visit 
Agawam Bowl at 359-363 Walnut St. Ext., 
or at agawambowl.com. For other tour-
naments, Agawam Bowl hosts a monthly 
king of the hill tournament.

Agawam Senior Center hosts crochet classes
AGAWAM – The Agawam Senior cen-

ter will be having beginner and interme-
diate crochet classes this fall. 

Mark Mickey will be teaching class-
es in beginner crochet. This class is for 
those of you who have always wanted to 
learn to crochet but just haven’t had the 
chance. This class will take you through 
holding the yarn and hook to making a 
slip knot, to learning the basic stitches. 
We will also create a very simple, useful 

project. Class will be held at the Agawam 
Senior Center Garden room. Monday 
mornings from 9:30 a.m. To 11:30 a.m., 
Oct. 2 to Dec. 4. There is no fee for this 
class. Please contact Kristina Lynch at 
the Agawam Senior Center to register. 
413-726-2836.

Mark Mickey will be teaching classes 
in intermediate crochet. This class is for 
those who know all of the basic crochet 
stitches and who have had some experi-

ence reading patterns and making proj-
ects. It will focus on common difficulties, 
new more advanced stitches, and project 
work.

The class will take place at the Aga-
wam Senior Center Garden room, on 
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., 
Oct. 4 to Dec. 6. There is no fee for this 
class. Please contact Kristina Lynch at 
the Agawam Senior Center to register. 
413-726-2836.

Girl Scouts welcome 
hundreds of girls to 9th 
‘Geek Is Glam’ event

HOLYOKE – Hundreds of middle 
school girls and dozens of high school 
girls will convene at Worcester Poly-
technic Institute Saturday, Oct. 14, to 
celebrate science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics at the Girl 
Scouts of Central and Western Mas-
sachusetts Geek Is Glam STEM Event 
and it’s not too late to participate.

The day-long interactive STEM 
conference for girls in grades 4 
through 12 is hosted by Girl Scouts of 
Central and Western Massachusetts 
and WPI with over 60 area education 
and adventure collaborators. Partici-
pants will be exposed to some of the 
area’s top scientific and engineering 
minds as they engage in the hands-
on aspect of exploration and discov-
ery while they build, explore, assem-
ble and imagine.The day kicks off at 
9 a.m. with Keynote speakers Daisha 
Ramos-Ortiz, WPI freshman and five-
time Geek Is Glam participant and Ms. 
Massachusetts 2023 Chelsea Vuong.

Participants will spend the day in 

interactive workshops, demonstra-
tions, and hands-on exhibits pre-
sented by: Cummings School of Vet-
erinary Medicine at Tufts University, 
The Discovery Museums, New En-
gland Sci-Tech, UMass Amherst Poly-
mer Science and Engineering, WCVB 
Channel 5 Boston, Sub Zero Nitrogen 
Ice Cream, and New England Botan-
ic Garden at Tower Hill. From Mystic 
Aquarium to morse code, from rain-
bows to robots, girls will be engaged 
in interactive activities, games and 
displays.

For more information and to regis-
ter go to https://www.gscwm.org/en/
discover/activities/special-events.
html or call 413-584-2602. The fee is 
$45 per girl in grades 4-8 and $50 per 
girl in grades 9-12 and includes lunch, 
snacks, a Geek is Glam t-shirt, draw-
string backpack, and an exclusive 
Geek is Glam patch. Financial assis-
tance is available. No previous Girl 
Scout experience necessary to attend.

Registration closes Sept. 18.

Adoption fees 50% off 
through September at Dakin

SPRINGFIELD – Dakin Humane Soci-
ety will be reducing adoption fees for all 
animals by 50% through Sept. 30 as part 
of its Summer of Love adoption event. 
Pets whose fees are eligible for this dis-
count include cats, dogs, and a variety 
of other animals including guinea pigs, 
rabbits, ferrets, hamsters, birds, mice, 
gerbils, rats, and more.

“Dakin’s busiest season is always 
summer, and months before, we knew 
this summer was going to be exception-
ally demanding,” stated Meg Talbert, Da-
kin’s executive director. “For example, 
we anticipated taking in 500 kittens this 
summer, and that’s a higher-than-aver-
age number. By the end of August, we 
helped 592 kittens. So far this year, we’ve 
taken in over sixty percent more animals 
than in the same time frame last year. 
We have lots of wonderful pets looking 
to connect with people and families, and 
we’re glad to offer our Summer of Love 
event to help some great matches hap-
pen by reducing our fees.”

Pet adoption fees as listed on Dakin’s 
website (dakinhumane.org) will be cut 
in half through Sept. 30. Dakin is open 
for adopters to visit Tuesdays through 
Saturdays from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m., but 

they are advised to visit the website first 
to see which animals they are most in-
terested in to help minimize their wait-
ing time onsite. Adopters may also apply 
to adopt pets online at dakinhumane.
org.

Adoption fees at Dakin include a 
variety of services and treatments in-
cluding a veterinary exam, spay/neuter 
surgery, age-appropriate vaccinations, 
microchip and registration, deworm-
ing treatment, a rabies vaccine (if pet is 
over 12 weeks of age), a behavior eval-
uation, access to behavior support, a 
free post-adoption veterinary exam at 
participating clinics, and a food start-
er pack. Other features include a feline 
leukemia test, FIV test, flea and ear mite 
treatment ( for cats), and a heartworm 
test, flea and tick treatment, and heart-
worm prevention ( for dogs). According 
to Talbert, the pre-adoption cost of care 
for each adoptable animal that comes to 
Dakin averages $705.

Dakin is a local non-profit organiza-
tion that relies solely on contributions 
from individuals and businesses that 
care about animals to bring its services 
to the community. For more informa-
tion, visit www.dakinhumane.org.
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Volunteers needed for Westfield River clean up
WESTFIELD – Volunteers along the 

Westfield River and its streams will join 
cleanup crews across four states on Sat-
urday, Sept. 30 and Saturday Oct. 7 in Aga-
wam according to Mark Damon, president 
of the Westfield River Watershed Associa-
tion and coordinator of the cleanup. “Our 
volunteers, like many other Source to Sea 
groups, take a Saturday morning and use 
it to make a significant difference in our 
watershed.” 

There are thousands of people who live 
near the Westfield River and can access it 
for fishing, picnicking, walking, paddling 
and even swimming. “We’ll have small 
groups working at different sites along the 
river. When groups like families or teams 
volunteer, we keep them together. We’re 
glad to work with the community to keep-
ing it clean and inviting.” said Damon, who 
teaches at Westfield State University and 
Holyoke Community College. 

Damon invites his students to join in. 
“Young people from the area high schools 
and colleges and younger adults are espe-
cially helpful in providing the muscle that 
we need to move some of the bigger items 
we find.”

According to Sheryl Becker, the other 
WRWA clean-up coordinator. “We defi-
nitely make a difference. Decades ago, the 
river ran pink or yellow or green depend-
ing on the color of the dyes and chemicals 
being dumped into it. Now it’s swimmable. 
We are always pleased to find that sites 
we return to are now so clean that it only 
takes a couple of people an hour or so 
to pick up the area. If we could get rid of 
those nips bottles cleanups would go even 
more quickly.” She also notes, “Due to the 

traffic from Big E, the Agawam clean-up at 
Pynchon Point is scheduled for Saturday, 
Oct. 7.”

The WRWA is part of the Connecticut 
River Conservancy which sponsors the 
annual Source to Sea Cleanup, a volunteer 
network spanning four states that cares 
for the Connecticut River and its tributar-
ies. “It’s a great cause, keeping our envi-
ronment clean and everyone is welcome,” 
adds Becker. “Mostly we just clean up 
along the banks of our rivers and streams. 
We find all kinds of garbage from old tires 
to plastic bottles and snack wrappers. The 
Westfield River always looks so good when 
we are done.”

WRWA welcomes people joining them 
for the morning on Saturday, Sept. 30 in 
Westfield or Saturday, Oct. 7 in Agawam, 
to pre-register by contacting the coordi-

nator for their area. Volunteers for the Fall 
2023 Westfield River cleanup will gather at 
9 a.m., meeting in Westfield in the public 
parking lot at the end of Meadow Street 
near the green bridge. In Agawam volun-
teers will meet at the Pynchon Point park-
ing lot near the South End bridge circle on 
River Road. WRWA will distribute gloves 
and trash bags and offer safety tips, then 
send off site teams. Organizers target wa-
tershed sites in Westfield, Russell, Hun-
tington, West Springfield and Agawam. 
Assignments are generally completed 
about noon or 1 p.m.

Everyone is welcome; children must 
be supervised by an adult. WRWA will ar-
range with local communities to pick up 
trash and debris recovered at each site. For 
questions, contact Mark Damon regard-
ing Westfield locations at 413-977-1577, 

markjdamon@gmail.com or Sheryl Beck-
er for Agawam area sites at 413-374-1921, 
sher1earth69@gmail.com. 

The Westfield River Watershed Associa-
tion was established in 1953 to protect and 
improve the natural resources of the wa-
tershed, as well as to expand recreational 
and other land use opportunities for peo-
ple’s enjoyment and for sound ecology. To 
learn more, visit www.westfieldriver.org 
and www.ctriver.org/our-work/source-to-
sea-cleanup.

Botsford appointed as State 
Ethics Commission chair

BOSTON – The Honorable Margot 
Botsford (ret.), formerly an Associate 
Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Ju-
dicial Court, has been appointed by Gov. 
Maura Healey to the State Ethics Com-
mission and designated by Healey as the 
Commission’s Chair. Botsford succeeds 
former Chair Maria J. Krokidas.

Chair Botsford was appointed to the 
Supreme Judicial Court in 2007 by Gov. 
Deval Patrick and served until her re-
tirement in 2017. Previously, she served 
for 18 years as an Associate Justice of the 
Superior Court, a position to which Gov. 
Michael Dukakis appointed her to in 
1989. Prior to her service on the bench, 
Botsford was an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral under Attorney General Francis X. 
Bellotti, an Assistant District Attorney in 
the Office of Middlesex District Attorney 
Scott Harshbarger, and a Law Clerk to 
Supreme Judicial Court Justice Francis J. 
Quirico. Botsford  also practiced law in 
the private sector.

Botsford, a magna cum laude gradu-
ate of Barnard College, received her law 
degree from Northeastern University 
School of Law and holds a master’s de-
gree in public administration from Har-
vard University’s John F. Kennedy School 
of Government. Botsford is a trustee 

emerita of Northeastern University, has 
taught at the Northeastern University 
School of Law, and has served on the uni-
versity’s governing boards.

Among  Botsford’s professional 
awards and honors are Judicial Excel-
lence Awards from the Massachusetts 
Conference and the Massachusetts Acad-
emy of Trial Attorneys, the Haskell Cohn 
Distinguished Judicial Service Award 
from the Boston Bar Association, the Bos-
ton Bar Association President’s Award, 
the Barnard College Distinguished Alum-
na Award, and honorary degrees from 
Northeastern University School of Law 
and New England Law Boston.

The State Ethics Commission is a 
non-partisan, independent state agency 
which administers, provides advice and 
training concerning, and civilly enforc-
es the conflict of interest and financial 
disclosure laws. There are five Commis-
sioners: three, including the Commission 
Chair, are appointed by the Governor, 
one is appointed by the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth, and one is appointed by 
the Attorney General. No more than two 
of the Commissioners appointed by the 
Governor, and no more than three Com-
missioners overall, may be from the same 
political party.

Agawam residents to participate in 
Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk 

AGAWAM – Four residents from Aga-
wam will participate in the Boston Mara-
thon Jimmy Fund Walk on Sunday, Oct. 1.

James Paulin, Kathleen Paulin, Sue 
Smith, and Paul Weaver will participate in 
the iconic annual event that will unite the 
community to raise funds to support all 
forms of adult and pediatric care and can-
cer research at the nation’s premier cancer 
center, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. The 
Jimmy Fund Walk has raised more than 
$167 million for Dana-Farber Cancer in its 
34-year history, raising a record-breaking 
more than $8.8 million in 2022.

The Jimmy Fund Walk is the only orga-
nized walk permitted on the famed Boston 
Marathon course and participants have the 
flexibility to choose from four distance op-
tions: 5K walk ( from Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute’s Longwood Medical Campus), 
10K walk ( from Newton), Half Marathon 
walk ( from Wellesley), and Marathon walk 
( from Hopkinton).

Whatever route walkers choose, partic-
ipants will be treated to 10 refueling sta-
tions as well as poster-sized photographs 
of patients, Jimmy Fund Walk Heroes, dis-

played at each mile and half-mile marker 
as inspiration. All four routes of the Jimmy 
Fund Walk will culminate at the Jimmy 
Fund Walk Finish Line Powered by Schnei-
der Electric. Due to construction in Copley 
Square, the Jimmy Fund Walk Finish Line 
location has been moved to the Fenway 
neighborhood for 2023. Walkers should 
know that distances may be slightly short-
er. The finish line will include a celebration 
complete with food, music, and a speaking 
program.

If walkers wish to participate a bit closer 
to home, the Jimmy Fund Walk has flexible 
opportunities. Participants can also join the 
event virtually by “walking their way” from 
wherever they are most comfortable-in 
their neighborhood, on a favorite hiking 
trail, or on a treadmill at home. Materials to 
support Virtual Walkers are available.

To register to walk or volunteer (#Jim-
myFundWalk) or to support a walker, visit 
www.JimmyFundWalk.org or call (866) 531-
9255. Registrants can enter the promo code 
NEWS for $5 off the registration fee. All 
registered walkers will receive a bib, medal, 
and a Jimmy Fund Walk T-shirt.

Trip to Clark 
Art Museum

WESTFIED – Come join fellow art 
lovers for a trip to the Clark Art Mu-
seum on Sept. 22. Bus transportation, 
lunch at the Red Lion Inn in Stock-
bridge, entry into the museum, a do-
cent tour of the Munch exhibit and all 
tips and fees are included in the price of 
$125 per person. A bus lecture by Ath-
enaeum Director Guy McLain will also 
be included in the day’s activities. The 
bus will depart from the Athenaeum at 
11 a.m. and return at around 7 p.m. To 
get tickets in person at the Circulation 
desk or online at www.westath.org.

James 
Cook

vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of firearms and firearm related items

• Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

232 nip bottles hauled out of the Westfield River 
Watershed in spring 2023

3 tons removed during a cleanup in 2023. SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Food drive
drop off at APL

AGAWAM – The GFWC Agawam Ju-
nior Women’s vlub is sponsoring a food 
for friends food drive with the help of Aga-
wam Public Library.

Donations can be dropped off at the 
library starting now and ending Saturday, 
Sept. 30.

Help to end hunger by donating any of 
these much needed items: peanut butter 
and jelly, pasta and rice,

baking mixes (brownie, cookie), cereal, 
large cans of soup and macaroni & cheese. 
For more information please contact Sue 
Godfrey, Project Chair at 646-306-7255.
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Guest Column

It’s getting to be “that time,” where we must 
concede that summer is winding down.  What 
comes next?  Frost and then a season of rest!  
But there is much to do before then, especially 

if you have herbs that you’d like to dig up and over-
winter inside.  

At Old Sturbridge Village we dig up Rosemary, 
Bay, Lemon Verbena and many more tender plants. 
At home I am getting my own collection of plants 
that I too must dig up if I want to save my invest-
ment.  

Over time, I have ended up with some very good 
sized specimens. Overwintering these biggies can 
prove to be challenging space-wise, but they make 
such a statement in the garden I look forward to 
the hassle of digging them up and keeping them 
alive during the offseason.  

Before the interpreters dig up the plants, I al-

ways ask that they give the plants a good bath to 
cut down on the number of insects that will be 
brought into the greenhouse. For the home garden-
er this is equally important.  

I say “bath” because my pesticide of choice is a 
natural and fairly benign one - made of potassium 
salts of fatty acids (soap) that weaken the insect’s 
outer shell and cause dehydration.  It is sprayed on 
leaves and stems until they are soaked, and can be 
reapplied every 7-10 days as needed.  

This product is especially effective on insects 
that make their home on herbs and houseplants:  
whitefly, aphids and mealy bugs.  

Once the insects have been eradicated, it is time 
to get out the shovel and get to work digging up and 
repotting the plants.  As mentioned, it’s amazing at 
how large some of them can become after only a 
few months in the ground.  

It is important to salvage as much of the root 
ball as possible to minimize the shock of being pot-
ted up. To do this, position your shovel along the 
“drip line” of the plant and dig straight down, com-
pletely around its circumference.  

After you’ve made your way around, get your 
shovel underneath and lift.  Have a pot ready - one 
that is an inch or two bigger than the root ball 
is sufficient, and will allow for minimal winter 

Things to consider when overwintering your favorite herbs

By J. Mark Powell
jmarkpowell.com

You’re turning 63. How should you 
celebrate? With a cake with candles? 
A family get-together? Maybe a par-

ty?
How about crawling into a 

wooden barrel, having it screwed 
shut, then plunging 60-feet over 
one of the world’s great natural 
wonders? Which, by the way, nobody else has ever 
lived to tell about.

A woman did that nearly 120 years ago, the 
crowning achievement in her quirky life. Here’s what 
happened.

Annie Edson Taylor was a tomboy growing up. 
One of 11 children raised on a farm in upstate New 
York, she preferred outdoors and sports to dolls and 
dresses. 

She was a dreamer whose imagination constant-
ly sprouted new ideas.

She married at the age of 18. Annie quickly re-
gretted it, but not for long. 

Their only child died in infancy and her husband 
passed away soon afterward.

It was hard for a woman to support herself in the 
19th Century. Annie bounced around the country 
from one job to another, with interesting experienc-
es woven in between. 

She survived a house fire in Chattanooga, a small 
earthquake in South Carolina, and even a stage-
coach robbery out west. (Refusing to hand over the 

$800 hidden in her dress - all the mon-
ey she had - Annie told the robbers, 
“Blow away!”)

She eventually settled in Bay City, 
Michigan and scratched out a living 

by operating a charm school where 
she taught kids table manners and 

dance basics. But soon pupils 
dwindled, along with her bank 
account. 

Annie began worrying how 
she would support herself in old age.

Then, as she later wrote, “the idea came to me 
like a flash of lightning. Go over Niagara Falls in a 
barrel.” At an age when most people are contemplat-
ing retirement, she began contemplating a stunt the 
bravest daredevils wouldn’t attempt.

Her rationale wasn’t as crazy as it sounds. 
The Pan-American Exposition (a kind of World’s 

Fair) was being held next door in Buffalo, New York. 
A large contingent of reporters was there. 

If she survived, the news coverage would make 
Annie an instant celebrity. That could mean a book 
deal and lecture tours and enough money for her 
final years.

But there was a huge qualifier. “If.” 
If she survived the plunge. If she didn’t, she 

wouldn’t have to worry about anything ever again.
So, Annie headed to Niagara Falls. She designed 

a special white oak barrel and had it built by a com-
pany that made beer kegs. 

The woman who went over Niagara Falls in a Barrel

Why is my age 70 
benefit not higher than 
my January amount?

Dear Rusty
I plan to retire in 2025, the year I turn 

70. Given that I’m still working, I’m de-
laying my Social Security until that year. 
I noticed on my Social Security state-
ment that my payment in January of 
2025 will not be much different than my 
age 70 amount in October of 2025.

 If that is truly the case, would it not 
be better for me to start taking Social Se-
curity payments starting in January of 
2025. Am I missing anything here? 

Signed: Uncertain Senior

Dear Uncertain Senior 
Your benefit in October 2025 at age 

70 will be about 6% more than it will be 
in January 2025. If that isn’t shown on 
your Statement of Estimated Benefits, 
it may be due to a particular nuance in 
Social Security’s rules relating to De-
layed Retirement Credits. 

When benefits are claimed mid-
year after full retirement age, the DRCs 
earned in that year aren’t applied un-
til the following January. Thus, some-
one who claims benefits to start mid-
year will initially get the DRCs they’ve 
earned through the end of the previous 
year, but not immediately get credit for 
the additional DRCs earned during the 
claim-year. Those extra DRCs earned 
between January and the month bene-
fits started will be applied the follow-
ing January. 

By way of example, if someone be-
yond FRA claims benefits to start in 
October 2024, their initial SS retire-
ment benefit will be what they were en-
titled to at the end of 2023 and would 
not include DRCs earned between 
January 2024 and September 2024. 
They will collect that initial January 
2024 benefit until January 2025 when 
the DRCs earned in 2024 are applied, 
at which point their benefit would in-
crease by 6%. 

There is, however, one exception to 
this rule, which is that all DRCs are im-
mediately credited when benefits are 
claimed to start in the month age 70 
is reached, so despite what your State-
ment of Estimated Benefits might re-
flect, if you claim for benefits to start in 
the month you turn 70 (October 2025) 
you will get your maximum age 70 ben-
efit immediately and won’t need to wait 
until January 2026 for those extra DRCs 
to be applied. 

Unfortunately, Social Security’s ben-
efit estimator doesn’t explain how this 
nuance works and may show someone 
claiming mid-year receiving the same 
benefit as for the preceding January, 
without further explanation. 

That is, in my opinion, a flaw in the 
estimator which may result in people 
making a wrong decision on when to 
claim their Social Security benefit. Nev-
ertheless, rest assured that your bene-
fit in October 2025, the month you turn 
70,  will be your maximum amount - 6% 
more than it would be if you claimed 
benefits to start in January 2025 and 
you won’t need to wait until the follow-
ing January to get the DRCs earned ear-
lier in 2025. 

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Schools & YouthSchools & Youth
Sen. Velis strongly opposes proposal to house 
migrants at Westfield State University

WESTFIELD – Following the release 
of a report from the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency that 
Lammers Hall at Westfield State Univer-
sity is technically feasible to be an emer-
gency shelter for migrants, Sen. Velis has 
continued to express his strong opposi-
tion to the proposal.

“I continue to have very serious res-
ervations about the wisdom of attempt-
ing to solve one problem, the federal 
government’s inability to mitigate an 
immigration crisis, by exacerbating an-
other problem, namely, requiring high-
er education to deviate from their core 

mission of educating students,” said  
Velis “I’m hearing concerns from WSU 
parents about the fall semester, from 
local officials concerned about the im-
pact to community resources, and from 
residents who agree that this proposal 
doesn’t make sense. I believe that we 
should exhaust every other option, in-
cluding every hotel, in every community, 
before we consider Westfield State Uni-
versity.”

The recent report from MEMA comes 
after an end-of-August tour of Lammers 
Hall by state officials where Velis ex-
pressed initial concerns about the pro-

posal. The report notes that the dorm 
building faces ADA accessibility chal-
lenges, has potential asbestos tiling is-
sues, and lacks access to medical clinics 
and kitchen services for families. Fur-
thermore, the placement would impact 
the University’s Student Mental Health 
Counseling Services, which are housed 
in Lammers Hall.

 Velis noted that while he continues to 
advocate with state officials to express 
his concerns, any decision is ultimately 
under the direction of the Administra-
tion and is not something that comes 
before the State Legislature for approval.

growth.  
My container of choice is always plas-

tic, but glazed pottery is fine, although it is 
heavy. I steer clear of clay; it dries out too 
quickly.  

I usually put a couple of inches of moist 
potting soil into the container, set the plant 
and then fill in with more as needed before 
watering well. Oftentimes I leave the plants 
outside until a frost threatens, then I bring 
them in and back out until the weather 
turns decidedly cold.

Perhaps the most cherished of all tender 
herbs is Rosemary (Rosemarinus officina-
lis), the herb of remembrance.  The key to 
growing it successfully indoors is “cool but 
sunny.” 

My new old house affords me many 
such microclimates. If you aren’t as lucky, 
try for a sunny window away from dry heat, 
in other words far from heat vents, etc.  

My mudroom runs at about 50 degrees 
but has decent sunlight. Win-win!

Bay tree (Laurus nobilis) is another fa-
vorite and can be grown right through the 
winter with little or no coddling provided 
it is given medium to bright light and con-
sistent watering. Do be on guard for the 
waxy-looking scale insect; one giveaway is 
leaves covered in a sticky, shiny sap called 
honey dew.  

Try to “Q-tip” individual insects with 
rubbing alcohol or use insecticidal soap 

or horticultural oil to smother larger infes-
tations. If the bugs have been active for a 
while, sooty mold may have formed.  

This thick, black coating will likely need 
to be scrubbed off leaf by leaf to allow the 
plant to photosynthesize properly.

To have success overwintering scent-
ed geraniums (Pelargonium spp.) indoors, 
situate them in bright light where daytime 
temperatures are 65-70 degrees, and night 
temps are in the 50s.  Fertilize every other 
month during the fall and winter.  

Smaller leaved varieties will be easier 
to manage; large leaved cultivars will get 
top-heavy quickly- take terminal or “tip” 
cuttings of these instead.

Lemon Verbena (Aloysia triphylla) may 
start out looking great, but a month or so 
into indoor culture will likely begin to lose 
its leaves. Fear not, leaf drop is completely 
normal and to be expected!  

You may be tempted to throw it out; 
instead, position in a sunny spot, water as 
needed and await new growth in the spring.  

I hope this has provided you with the 
necessary information to extend the lifes-
pan of your tender herbs.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

Three feet at its widest part with tapered 
ends and metal hoops to secure it, plus a 
small anvil to keep it weighted down. An old 
mattress was the only padding.

Word of what she was attempting spread. 
A crowd gathered as she crawled into the 
barrel late on Thursday afternoon - her 63rd 
birthday (although she adamantly insisted 
to reporters later she was in her 40s). 

At 4:30 p.m. the barrel was screwed shut 
and dropped into the water. Inside, Annie 
clung to her lucky heart-shaped pillow; and 
probably prayed.

In about 15 minutes, it was all over. The 
barrel went over the Falls, briefly submerged, 
then bobbed to the surface. Boatmen hauled 
it onto their vessel and unscrewed the lid. 

A rescuer peered inside and then shout-
ed, “Good God! She’s alive!”

Annie had indeed survived the 167-foot 
fall. Her only injury was a cut on her fore-
head as she was removed from the barrel.

She then told reporters, “I would rather 
face a cannon than go over the Falls again.”

Annie got the fame she desired. Her pho-
to and story were in newspapers from coast 
to coast. 

One admirer even wrote a poem called 
“Goddess of Water”.

“This great heroine of our nation
has won both fortune and fame.
Now people all over creation
will praise this illustrious dame.”
(Ok, Shakespeare it’s not. But how many 

poems have been written about you?)
Then, as quickly as celebrity status ar-

rived, the public forgot Annie. Her fifteen 
minutes of fame didn’t even last fifteen min-
utes. 

There was no fortune as she’d hoped. In 
a final insult, someone even stole her most 
prized possession: her special barrel.

Annie spent her last years selling a book-
let she wrote about her adventure for a 
dime. She was impoverished when she died 
in 1921 at age 82.

So, when it comes time to turn 63, go 
with a birthday cake instead of a stunt. Trust 
me on this.

Holy Cow! History is written by novelist, 
former TV journalist and diehard history buff 
J. Mark Powell. 

CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of crayon
7. Fashion accessory
10. Most cerebral
12. Incline from 

vertical
13. Dependent on
14. Broken in
15. Strongly desires
16. Mounted soldier
17. Ad __: when 

necessary
18. Cattle
19. Ottoman military 

commanders
21. __ student, 

learns healing
22. Composed in 

poetic meter
27. Promotional 

material
28. Where people 

live
33. Sodium
34. Embarrassing

36. Medical man
37. Mother of 

Hermes
38. One who saves 

the day
39. Tooth caregiver
40. Not clothed
41. Slope covered 

with loose stones
44. Used to cook
45. Praises 

enthusiastically
48. Rooney is a 

famous one
49. Beekeeper
50. Pigpen
51. Potato chip 

brand

CLUES DOWN
1. Living quarters
2. Horizontal 

passage
3. Attacks
4. Vietnamese 

offensive
5. Midway between 

east and 
southeast

6. Confined (abbr.)
7. Book of Esther 

antagonist
8. Port in Yemen
9. CNN’s founder
10. Type of bulb
11. Prepare
12. Promoted
14. Dinner jackets
17. Partner to 

cheese
18. Nebraska city
20. Human gene
23. Pays no 

attention to
24. Lowland South 

American plain
25. Blood group
26. Mauna __, 

Hawaiian 
volcano

29. Atomic #37
30. Unit of 

electrical 
resistance

31. Jeweled 
crowns

32. Nastiest
35. Traditional cars 

need it
36. Bowler hat
38. Robust
40. Not straight
41. Stony waste 

matter
42. Have an 

interest in
43. Jacob __, 

journalist
44. Maintains 

possession of
45. Swiss river
46. Average cost of 

market goods
47. Spanish soldier: 

El __

presents the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association  

To submit a question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi-
sor for AMAC. 

GARDEN   ❚   from page 4

SECURITY   ❚   from page 4

NIAGRA   ❚   from page 4

Anie Edson Taylor posing next to her barrel.

SNHU 
announces 
summer 2023 
President’s list

MANCHESTER – Southern New 
Hampshire University announces 
the following students being named 
to the Summer 2023 President’s list. 
These students are from the Agawam 
area:

Kelly Connor, Timothy Lorenz, 
Marcel Miller, Cole Klafeta, Serena 
Croteau, Samantha Rubacha, Allyson 
Dubiel and Adam Gelinas.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 11

Read AAN past issues or subscribe online: www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

Tuesday, Sept. 5
Bonnie Lee Millet, 33, of 717 River 

Rd., Agawam, was arrested on a straight 
warrant.

Thursday, Sept. 7
Ricky Lynn Sweeney, Jr., 48, of 29 

Cranberry St., Granby, CT, was arrested 
at 1:34 p.m. on a straight warrant.

POLICE LOG

The Agawam Police Department responded to 1,328 calls for service from Sept. 4 
to Sept. 10 and recorded the following arrests. No arrests in the public log have been 
omitted. All suspects are innocent until proven guilty. 
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Sacred Heart Parish hosting events
FEEDING HILLS – The Blessing of the 

Animals will be hosted at Sacred Heart Par-
ish on Saturday, Oct. 7 at 10 a.m., in honor 
of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. Please 
keep all pets on a leash or in crates so they 
do not disturb other animals. Children who 
are unable to have a live pet may bring their 
stuffed animals for a blessing also. If you 
have any questions, please contact Deacon 

Brian Hunt at 413-786 8200. 
The St. Martha’s Guild is hosting it’s a 

Junk in your trunk tag Sale on Saturday, 
Oct. 21, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Parish. This event will take place 
in the parking lot, rain or shine. The fee is 
$25.00 per car or truck. For more informa-
tion, please contact Joanne at 413.998.3454 
or email at jjcappa@aol.com

  

GREAT ON THE GRILL

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN .......................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SPARE RIBS ...........

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 9/14/23-9/20/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FOZEN BONE-IN

PORK LOIN END CHOPS ....$189

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or STEAKS ................
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS TRAY PAK

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN .....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
21/25 COUNT 

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ................... ea

$399
ea

USDA INSP. 

HATFIELD BACON 1 LB ................

$249

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK TENDERLOIN ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ........

$195
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
VIRGINIA HAM .................

$444
lb

$999

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

STEAKS

$199

$335
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$899
lb

$479
lb

$799
lb

American Legion POST 185
478 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills

(413) 301-0944

COUPON COUPON✁ ✁

SEPTEMBER EVENTS
Monday - Starting 9/11 Open for Football with 50¢ Wings

Tuesday - Music Bingo 7-10pm
Wed. - Karaoke - Henry 7-11pm

Thursday - Karaoke - DJ PaPo 7-10pm
Friday 8th - Shovelhead 7-11pm

16th - Paul’s Music Show 7-11pm
22nd - Murphy’s Law 7-10pm

29th - Faith Rheault Acoustic 7-10pm
Saturday - Open

Sunday - Starting 9/10 for Football 1-6pm

FREE BASKET OF FRIES WITH PURCHASE
Expires 9/30/23

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser

The Wild and Scenic Westfield River 
committee will be hosting two upcom-
ing events. 

Wild and scenic Gobble Mountain 
Hike with Mammal specialist John Mc-
Donald will be held on Saturday Sept. 16 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Chester. Regis-

tering is mandatory to receive details of 
hiking location. 

Hike up to one of the lookouts along 
the ridge and enjoy the stories written in 
tracks and signs that animals leave be-
hind. Hear about the work being done to 
connect the hill towns along the High-

lands Footpath, which will eventually 
travel up and over Gobble Mountain to 
the Keystone Arch Bridge Trail.

The remarkable river potluck will 
take place Thursday Oct. 26 from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. in Chesterfield.

Interns will present the projects that 

inspired and challenged them. There 
will also be presentations on mapping 
invasive plants on Abbott Brook, how to 
suppressing Knotweed with the Karro 
Frost Method. what is Brine? how much 
salt and sand are we using on our road-
ways?

Wild and Scenic Westfield River announces upcoming events 

Plan your child’s physical and immunizations 
SPRINGFIELD – Well-child visits to the 

pediatrician, especially before going back 
to school each year, are intricately linked to 
being properly vaccinated.

Since the American Academy of Pediat-
rics recommends yearly well visits for chil-
dren starting at age 3 through 18, sched-
uling a back-to-school physical each year 
is a good way to meet that goal, according 
to Dr. Amy Pelletier of Baystate General 
Pediatrics, Baystate Children’s Hospital. 
Babies begin well-child visits several days 
after birth and continue these visits several 
times per year until they reach age 3.

Well-visits are an important opportuni-
ty to make sure all vaccinations are up-to-
date.

“Children who are not vaccinated on 
schedule are at risk of getting sick and of 
spreading illnesses to others who are not 
protected. Vaccines are given on a schedule 
for the number one reason of protecting 
children from preventable disease. Experts 
designed the schedule so that children get 
protection when they need it, and the dos-

es are timed so the vaccine itself can have 
the best effect. Vaccines are mandatory for 
schools to maintain high vaccination cov-
erage and low rates of vaccine-preventable 
diseases,” said Pelletier.

“Many kids and adolescents missed rec-
ommended immunizations and wellness 
visits at the height of COVID-19. As health-
care professionals we are encouraging par-
ents and guardians, if they haven’t already, 
to get their children back on track for an-
nual vaccinations and wellness exams. It’s 
not too late to get back on track,” Pelletier 
added.

Vaccines work by training the immune 
system to recognize and fight viruses or 
bacteria. They develop immunity by imi-
tating infections. Vaccinations have been 
protecting children and adults from dis-
eases including smallpox, measles, mumps, 
rubella (German measles), and chickenpox 
for a very long time. The reason some peo-
ple aren’t familiar with those illnesses is 
because of vaccines and their effectiveness.

Pelletier noted not only does not being 

vaccinated affect the child, but it can also 
put others at risk, as well. When enough of 
the community is vaccinated, it makes dis-
ease less likely to spread.

Concerning babies, they are very vulner-
able to disease, which is why they are given 
vaccines early in life.

“If the vaccine schedule is spread out or 
if babies miss well-child visits and do not 
receive vaccines on schedule, it will take 
longer for babies and children to be pro-
tected from diseases,” she said.

Mass.gov offers a special page, “Pre-
paring To Return To School,” that offers 
full Massachusetts school immunization 
requirements as well as other helpful tips 
on physical exams, preschool vision screen-
ings, lead screenings, and children with 
special health care needs. Visit the page at: 
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/pre-
paring-for-return-to-school.

If your child is due, or overdue, for a well-
child visit or vaccines, visit www.baystate-
health.org/services/pediatrics to make an 
appointment for their school physical.

Family education 
program starting 
Sept. 19

HOLYOKE – National Alliance on 
Mental Illness Western Massachusetts 
is offering NAMI Family-to-Family Ed-
ucation Program in person, starting 
Tuesday, Sept. 19, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in 
Greenfield.

NAMI Family-to-Family is a free, 
9-session educational program for fam-
ily, significant others, and friends of peo-
ple with mental health conditions. It is 
a designated evidenced-based program. 
This means that research shows that the 
program significantly improves the cop-
ing and problem-solving abilities of the 
people closest to a person with a mental 
health condition.

Pre-registration is required. For more 
information contact: Susan Sharbaugh 
at suesharbaugh@gmail.com or visit: 
namiwm.org/support.



September 14, 2023     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 7

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

AGAWAM – After heat post-
poned their season opener, Aga-
wam faced Wahconah Regional 
in their first game last Saturday 
morning, with the Brownie of-
fense on display in a 4-0 win. Kylie 
Warner had two goals for Aga-
wam with Marlee Montagna and 
Mia Oyler scoring single tallies. 
Agawam improved to 1-0 with a 
combined shutout from Joanne 
Schmuck and Christina Ritter. 
Each made three saves.

Agawam sweeps Ludlow in opener
LUDLOW – Aga-

wam girls volley-
ball opened the 
regular season 
with a convincing 
shutout win over 
Ludlow. Agawam 
won straight sets 
25-21, 25-15, and 
25-18. Agawam got 
20 assists from Ella 
Mickiewicz, while 
Isabella Spaulding 
had six kills and 
three aces. Lud-
low got three kills 
each from Ava Pec-
zka and Michele 
Winslow.

Marlee Montagna sends a pass up the field.

SPORTS

Keira Murphy looks to steal the ball away.
Christina Ritter steps between a passer.

McKenna Podworski watches her shot head for the goal.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Isabella Castro watches for the high ball 
to come down so she can make a play.

Players from both teams vie to keep 
the ball out of their end.

Abigail Polley serves.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY 

GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Girls soccer 
shuts out 
Warriors

Brownies score late to 
close win over Comp

CHICOPEE – After thunder-
storms caused a rare suspension 
of a game, Agawam and Chicopee 
Comprehensive football resumed 
their game last Saturday morning 
as Cole Ingham scored late in the 
fourth quarter to lead Agawam to 

a 23-16 win over the Colts. Chi-
copee Comp would score in the 
third quarter to take a 16-15 lead, 
but the Brownies late rush from 
Ingham would put the Brownies 
on top for good as their defense 
did the rest of the work.

Cole Ingham starts a rush up the middle.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Quarterback Max Holloway goes on a 
rush.

Quinn Miller goes high as he blocks a Comp lineman.

Benjamin Tokarev punts the ball away.

The Agawam defensive line tries to get through.
Elizabeth St. Jean returns a hit 
from the back line.
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Ninth annual Dragon Boat Festival rescheduled for Oct. 14
SPRINGFIELD – A new date for the ninth 

annual Dragon Boat Festival has been set 
for Saturday, Oct. 14,  on the Connecticut 
River. The event will feature Dragon Boat 
races, food trucks, and Asian-themed en-
tertainment from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at North 
Riverfront Park, 121 West Street.

The festival was originally scheduled for 
July 29 but postponed due to unsafe water 
conditions resulting from recent flooding. 
Admission to the festival is free for specta-
tors.  

Twenty-four teams from throughout 
New England are registered to participate 
in this year’s Dragon Boat races. Commu-
nity teams include Behavioral Health Net-
work, CRRC-MA (the rail car manufactur-

er), as well as the defending champions, 
Springfield Pharmacy First Responders. 
With the new date set, registration will be 
reopened at www.pvriverfront.org for addi-
tional teams to sign up to race on Oct. 14.

The Springfield Dragon Boat Festival, 
which has been hosted by the Pioneer 
Valley Riverfront Club since 2013, attracts 
hundreds of participants and spectators 
to the banks of the Connecticut River for a 
day of competition, festivity, and commu-
nity support. The Festival is an important 
fundraiser in support of Breast Cancer sur-
vivors and Community Programming at 
the Pioneer Valley Riverfront Club.

According to Ben Quick, executive di-
rector of PVRC, “We are happy to have 

found an alternative date for the Dragon 
Boat Festival, which has become a staple 
of our offerings on the Riverfront. With the 
additional time, we are opening registra-
tion for teams and a fall dragon boat expe-
rience on the Connecticut with colleagues 
and friends can be spectacular. We look 
forward to welcoming Dragon Boaters and 
fans of this fun and exciting event.”

Hundreds of  paddlers from New En-
gland participate in the festival races. A 
dragon boat festival team is comprised of 
up to 20 paddlers who race against other 
teams in 200-meter races on the Connecti-
cut River. Each race lasts about one minute, 
and each team races at least three times on 
the day of the festival. Dragon Boating orig-

inated in China 2,000 years ago and today 
is one of the world’s fastest growing team 
water sports. The festival makes it easy for 
anyone to participate and spectate.

There is free parking available nearby at 
77 West Street or along Avocado Street and 
on property abutting and behind the new 
Starbucks store adjacent to the Riverfront 
Club. The festival can also be reached by 
the Connecticut Riverwalk Bikeway. More 
information can be found at www.pvriver-
front.org or by calling (413) 736-1322. 

The Pioneer Valley Riverfront Club 
has both adult and youth programming 
throughout the fall and winter months. For 
more information, visit www.pvriverfront.
org. 

AGAWAM -- Griffin’s Friends Children’s 
Cancer Fund is inviting the public to partici-
pate in the first-ever Color for the Kids Run/
Walk, aimed at providing essential support 
to local families impacted by cancer. For 25 
years, Griffin’s Friends has been helping lo-
cal families who have a child receiving can-
cer care at Baystate Children’s Hospital. 

Griffin’s Friends was founded in 1994 
and is named after Griffin D. Kelleher, who 
died from cancer after just 14 months of life. 
Since then, the Kelleher family has honored 
his memory by helping other families bat-
tling childhood cancer.

The Griffin’s Friends Color for the Kids 
Run/Walk is scheduled to take place on 
Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023, at Agawam High 

School. The event will kick off with a vibrant 
burst of color at 11 a.m., with registration 
and check-in starting at 10 a.m. Participants 
and non-runners are invited to stay after the 
race to enjoy music, food, and entertain-
ment. 

This unique experience is open to all 
age groups, offering a two-mile color-filled 
course that perfect for both runner and 
walkers. Each registration, priced at $25 for 
students, and $35 for adults, includes a com-
memorative T-shirt and protective sunglass-
es, ensuring participants look stylish while 
contributing to a worthy cause. 

To secure your spot and be a part of this 
unforgettable day, register now at www.Grif-
finsFriends.com.

WILBRAHAM  – Registration is cur-
rently open for the Rick’s Place Golf 
Classic. The Golf Classic will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 23, at the Country Club 
of Wilbraham. The tournament is open 
to all golfers and is an 18-hole shotgun 
scramble starting at 12:30 pm. 

The entry fee is $175 per person or 
$700 per foursome and includes green 
fees, cart rental, lunch and dinner. We 
also encourage those who do not golf 
to attend the dinner for $40 per person. 
There will be a raffle and silent auction 
at the event. Consider becoming a spon-
sor or purchasing a tee&green sign. 

The Rick’s Place Golf Classic serves 

as one of our primary fundraisers and 
proceeds will benefit Rick’s Place grief 
support programs for youth and fami-
lies who have had a death loss. We hope 
to see you there!

To register for the tournament, 
please visit  ricksplacema.org.  For more 
information, contact info@ricksplace-
ma.org

Established in memory of Rick Thor-
pe, who died in Tower Two of the World 
Trade Center on 9/11, Rick’s Place 
opened in March 2007.  We are honored 
to offer young people and their families, 
from all over Western MA and Northern 
CT, our free grief support services.

Griffin’s Friends to host first 
ever Fun Color Run/Walk

Rick’s Place Golf Classic
tees off on Sept. 23
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Railers schedule released, first game Oct. 22
WORCESTER  – 

The  Worcester Railers 
Hockey Club  (@Railer-
sHC), proud  ECHL  (@
ECHL) affiliate of 
the  New York Island-
ers  (@NYIslanders) 
announced today the 
team’s 2022-23 regular sea-
son schedule.

The Railers will begin 
their fifth ECHL season in 
Worcester on Saturday, Oct. 
22 vs. the Adirondack Thunder at 
7:05 p.m. at the DCU Center. Worces-
ter is slated to play 36 regular season 

home games 
at the DCU 
Center.

A print-
able schedule 

is available at 
w w w. ra i l e r s h c .
com.

30 of the 36 
Railers home 

games will be 
played on the week-

ends with 20 of the 30 
occurring either Satur-

day or Sunday. The Railers 
will welcome nine different op-

ponents to the DCU Center during the sev-
en-month regular season which runs Oct. 
22 through April 16.

Worcester will host a season long five-
game homestand (Dec. 9 to 18) and will 
embark on season long six-game road trip 
(Nov. 23 to Dec. 4). Worcester’s 72-game 
regular season schedule comes to an end 
on April 16 with a 3 p.m. start vs. Adiron-
dack in Glens Falls, NY at the Cool Insuring 
Arena.

The 2022-23 Worcester Railers HC pro-
motional schedule will be released later 
this summer. Idaho will make their first 
trip to the DCU Center this season. Full 
breakdown of opponents this season:

Community
Caravan 
postponed 

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thun-
derbirds announced last Friday  that the 
third installment of the T-Birds Commu-
nity Caravan presented by Dunkin’ has 
been postponed due to potential inclem-
ent weather this weekend. A rescheduled 
date will be announced in the future.

Fans can reserve their seats to be part 
of the Thunderbirds’ hockey action for the 
2023-24 season by calling (413) 739-GOAL 
(4625) or visiting www.SpringfieldThun-
derbirds.com.

Coby, Tommy Baldwin Racing earn Granite crown at Monadnock
WINCHESTER, N.H. – Doug Coby 

and Tommy Baldwin Racing returned to 
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour compe-
tition on Saturday night at Monadnock 
Speedway and they were celebrating af-
ter 150 laps in New Hampshire. 

Coby finished fifth in the Winchester 
Fair 150 in the Mayhew Tools 7NY, but the 
finish was enough for the team to capture 
the second annual Whelen Granite State 

Short Track Cup championship crown.
The Cup, which included three races 

at Monadnock Speedway, Lee USA Speed-
way and back at Monadnock on Saturday 
night, saw Coby grab three finishes in-
side the top-six, including a win at Mo-
nadnock in May. By winning the Whelen 
Granite State Short Track Cup, the team 
collected at least $5,000 in bonus awards.

Coby returned to action Saturday for 

the first time since Thompson Speedway 
in August. Team owner Tommy Baldwin 
Jr. announced a cancer diagnosis and the 
team stepped back from full-time com-
petition and missed the last two races. 
They couldn’t pass up returning to chase 
the Granite State Short Track Cup crown.

“Just to be here with our family and 
Tommy battling cancer, I mean, he’s a 
warrior,” Coby said. “He told us from 

the beginning that he was going to fight 
through this and he’s been courageous 
enough to share his battle and every-
thing on social media, which is uncom-
mon. To be here as the Whelen Granite 
State Short Track Cup champions, it just 
means a lot. We’ve got a great group of 
guys and Tommy really wanted to be here 
to do this. This one is for Tommy Bald-
win.”
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Michael David Canty, 50, 
passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by his family on Satur-
day, September 2, 2023 at 1:11 
p.m. Born in Springfield, son 
of the late Michael J. And Bon-
nie I. (Burko) Canty, he grew 
up in Feeding Hills and was 
a 1991 graduate of Agawam 
High School. Michael worked 
as a Master Auto Mechanic 
for twenty-four years at Parrotta’s Auto in 
Agawam.

Left behind to cherish his memory, 
his wife, the love of his life, Bobbie (Wap-
ner) Canty, and their beloved dog, Brandy 
Brown. He also leaves his sisters, Joanne 
and her husband Andrew Lyne, Christene 
and her husband Jeffrey Smith, his step 
father Eugene Fortier all of Feeding Hills, 
including several aunts, uncles, and cous-
ins. Michael will especially miss his most 
important role in life as a “Funcle” to his 
nieces and nephews Hailey, McKenzie & 
Evan Lyne, Bodie and Cole Smith. He also 
sadly leaves the most amazing group of 
friends his “Agawam Boys” who have al-
ways been by his side and will miss him 
dearly.

Michael was gifted; there was noth-
ing he could not fix, build, design or put 
back together. He was extremely clever 
and skillful.   At 5 years old he took apart 
a clock and reconstructed it back togeth-
er, and it worked to his parents’ surprise. 
We knew he was something special. He de-
signed and built from hand his dream out-
door patio from the ground up. He was so 
accomplished in everything he touched. 

Michael had a love of travel, from sum-
mers spent on Block Island, to winters in 
Vail, Colorado, and many islands in be-
tween from Costa Rica to Barbados. His 
most favorite trip was to Nashville on his 

honeymoon with his wife Bob-
bie. He was an experienced 
snowboarder, surfer and in his 
younger years he lived on his 
skateboard. He had a passion 
for music, taught himself how 
to play guitar, and the drums. 
He loved concerts, Christmas, 
the Big E, and a good time. 

  The most important thing 
in Michael’s life was family, 

whether it was singing the loudest Hap-
py Birthday song to doing cartwheels 
and splits, or jumping over anything he 
could find, he was always the life of the 
party. Michael was known for his time-
ly wit and love of a good story, especially 
when it was about someone in his family 
or his best friends. He never let anyone he 
loved get too full of themselves, as he al-
ways kept you grounded. He was the first 
one at any gathering and the last one to 
leave. If you were not appreciating being 
together, he lovingly needled you until he 
got you to smile. Michael always left you 
feeling better about yourself. If you were 
lucky enough to know him you know he 
loved life and the time he spent with you. 
He lived life with loudness, laughter, jokes, 
and sarcasm, loving his people with his 
whole heart. Michael leaves us with the 
way he lived his life, GO BIG OR GO HOME!

  Family and friends were invited to 
gather on Friday, Sept. 8, 2023 from 4 to 7 
p.m. at the Agawam Curran Jones Funeral 
Home, 745 Cooper Street. A celebration of 
life service was held at the funeral home 
on Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023 at 10 a.m., the 
burial will be private.  In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Cancer House of 
Hope, 1999 Westfield Street, West Spring-
field and For the Love of Labs Rescue, 
fortheloveoflabs.com.   For online condo-
lences, please visit www.curranjones.com.

ObituaryObituarycan either come into the library to get a 
form or download it online. 

The contest runs from Sept. 1 through 
Sept. 23 and is split up into four catego-
ries: grades one and two, grades three and 
four, grades five through eight, and then 
grades nine through twelve. 

After the contest is over and the win-
ners are announced, the winning book-
marks will be made available to the pub-
lic. 

On top of these month-long events for 
children and teens, the library has a few 
events scheduled for specific days. 

On Friday, Sept. 15 the library will be 
hosting an arts and crafts event for ad-
olescents in grades five through twelve. 
This event will go from 3:30 until 4:30 
p.m. and it is an opportunity for teens 
and tweens to come do some art projects 
that will then be used to decorate the teen 
space. 

“We want teens and tweens to help us 
decorate the teen space,” Weingart said. 

Additionally, the read with pride book 
club for teens will be continuing to run 
throughout the fall. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 27 at 2 
p.m. The club will be 
discussing Heartstop-
per Volume 1 by Alice 
Oseman. 

This club is available 
for teens in grades nine 
through twelve and par-
ticipants are welcome 
to come in person or on 
zoom. If someone does 
need to join on zoom, 
the library requests 
that they register ahead 
of time so that there is 
time to send them out a zoom link. 

There will also be weekly events for 
children and teens to take part in. There is 
a weekly take and make craft for children, 
chess club for all ages every Wednesday 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m., and a choose-your- 
own-adventure book club.

The choose-your- own-adventure 
book club will be on Wednesday, Sept. 20 
at 6 p.m. for grades three to five. Children 
will read a Spy for Cleopatra, a choose-
your-own-adventure book together and 
even get to take the book home to enjoy. 
Registration is required. 

“We’re going to read the book together 
and have some activities with it and the 
kids get a free copy of the book to keep,” 
Weingart explained. 

Children and teens are not the only 

ones who get to enjoy some fun at the li-
brary. There will be a variety of events for 
adults throughout the month of Septem-
ber. 

Andrew Lam, a local author, will be 
coming to give a talk on his new book The 
Masters of Medicine. He will be at the li-
brary at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 20. 
Registration is required.

“He usually draws a big crowd and 
we’re excited to have him,” Collins said. 

Following this event, the library will 
be hosting a mindfulness outdoor experi-
ence with Colleen Mollica at 5:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Sept. 25. It will be hosted at the 
outdoor classroom behind Agawam High 
School. 

It will be a fun opportunity to get out-
side and enjoy nature. 

“The event helps give people an aware-
ness of nature and a chance to connect to 
the world around them,” Adult Services 
Librarian Cher Collins said. 

Continuing the nature theme, Russ 
Coben will be hosting a “Nibbling on 
Native Plants in Your Backyard and Be-
yond” event where he will walk attendees 
through some wild but edible plants that 
can be found in the area. 

“He’ll show edible flowers, foraging, 
mushrooms and things 
in our local area,” Col-
lins said. “He’ll even 
have some samples 
of the goodies that he 
has.”

For both of these 
nature-themed events, 
you can register online 
or by calling the library. 

There will also be a 
library tech night held 
Thursday, Sept. 21 at 
6:30 p.m. It is an op-

portunity for people to learn more about 
what their library card can get for them 
outside of just books.

“People can come in with their devices 
and get personalized help with installing 
libby, finding library materials, additional 
streaming services and things like that,” 
Collins said. 

Finally, there are weekly yoga classes 
held from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Mondays, 
open to any adults who are interested. 

The library is grateful to the Aga-
wam Central Library Association, as it is 
their sponsorship that makes all of these 
events possible. 

To register for any of the events or get 
more information about what is happen-
ing at the library, go to https://www.aga-
wamlibrary.org/.

chine called a miller will scrape the as-
phalt off the top of the road in order to 
get rid of the crumbling pieces. Following 
this, they repave the area. 

“They take an inch and a half away 
and then they put an inch and a half back 
of new pavement and then it’s good for, 
hopefully, 20 years,” Mazza said. 

Mazza said that they try to ensure 
they jump around to different areas that 
are the worst off and ensure that every 
neighborhood gets a section done every 
few years. 

He also said they try to mix main and 
side streets done each year. 

“We don’t want to ignore one for the 
other,” Mazza said. 

On top of this project, there is anoth-
er project being done by Morgan Sullivan 
Bridge to replace the gas main. The Aga-
wam side had been completed and they 
were then working to connect it to the 
West Springfield side.

This project is not under the DPW, 
but according to Mazza it is making good 
progress. 

“As best I know, the work is done, the 
road has been patched and after the Big 
E they will come back and mill and pave 
and then restrike—which means putting 
the pavement markings and crosswalks 
back,” Mazza said. 

The DPW is also currently working on 
a project on Meadow Street, which is un-
interrupted by the Big E. This project is 
focused on replacing the water main and 
fixing the drainage on the street.

They have finished installing the new 
water main and now are testing it, chlo-
rinating it and taking samples to ensure 
it is safe.

Once that is complete, they will start 
the services, which are the lines that con-
nect the homes to the main. 

“They are going to switch over from 
the old main, which was over 100 years 
old, to the new one that they just in-
stalled,” Mazza said. 

Mazza said this phase of the project is 

expected to take about three weeks.
Following this stage, they will begin 

working on the drainage of the street. 
During this process they will increase 
the size of the pipes in the ground so that 
they can accommodate larger storms.

“That street has awful flooding when 
it rains, and not necessarily even a bad 
storm, so this is going to fix all of that,” 
Mazza said. 

Mazza anticipates that this process 
will take six to eight weeks, with the end 
of the project expected for late November. 

They will then let that area sit over the 
winter months and then come back in 
the spring to mill and pave all of Meadow 
Street. 

Sapelli told this story to remind the ed-
ucators present that they have the power 
to impact the children they see in their 
classrooms each day in such a way.

“I think of this story and I think of 
the difference that you, as educators, the 
people in this audience, make every day,” 
Sapelli said. “And I say educators because 
you’re not just teachers and adminis-
trators, there’s paras, there’s office staff, 
there’s nurses, there’s bus drivers and ev-
ery one of you touches students every day 
in some way, shape or form that has a very 
positive impact on their life.”

Superintendent Sheila Hoffman also 
provided her own encouragement to the 

gathered faculty and staff. With the rise 
of AI recently, Hoffman brought up that 
many questioned what jobs would be re-
placed. Hoffman emphasized that teach-
ers could not be replaced by AI, not truly. 

“You teach students empathy, compas-
sion and interpersonal skills,” Hoffman 
said. “Qualities that AI lacks and that are 
crucial for creating meaningful relation-
ships.”

To push forward with this message, 
Hoffman mentioned that the theme for 
this school year was “Agawam Innova-
tion”, a reclaiming of the acronym AI. 

“As we move forward into this 
post-pandemic education, in a world that 
offers us tools to use to help us write and 
find answers, I have a new challenge for 

you,” Hoffman said. “I challenge you all to 
think about ways you can increase inno-
vation in our educational approach.”

To further demonstrate to the educa-
tors that their impact was a meaningful 
one, a few students also had the chance 
to speak. 

Seventh grader Kaelynn Paquette was 
one of these students, and she mentioned 
that she has been inspired to become a 
teacher when she is older by all the teach-
ers she has had in the past. 

“My teachers have always been there 
for me, on my good days and on my bad 
days,” Paquette said. “I hope one day I’ll 
be able to make a child feel as loved as I 
always did, so when I grow up, I want to 
be a teacher.” 

LIBRARY   ❚   from page 1

WORK   ❚   from page 1

TEACHERS   ❚   from page 1

Mayor William Sapelli welcomes the Agawam Pub-
lic Schools faculty back to school for the 2023-
2024 school year. Most students began classes last 
Thursday, Sept. 7. TURLEY PHOTO BY QUINN SUOMALA

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. One 
is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date and place. The other is 
a Paid Obituary, costing $225, which allows families to 
publish extended death notice information of their own 
choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral 
home to: obits@turley.com. Exceptions will be made only 
when the family provides a death certificate and must be 
pre-paid.

DEATH 
NOTICE

CANTY, 
MICHAEL DAVID

Died: 
September 2, 2023

Michael David Canty

“The event helps give 
people an awareness 

of nature and a chance 
to connect to the 

world around them,”
– Adult Services Librarian 

Cher Collins
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
MG ELECTRICAL SERVICE All 
electrical work, new construction,ad-
ditions,service upgrade, emergency 
generators.

Free estimate
Insured/Licensed

Lic.# 16979-A
Call Mike (413) 896-1346

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs,  stone and  BBB ap-
proved Vinyl Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References. Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA
Call 978-257-8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413) 344-
6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

HORSES
LOVE HORSES? Learn to ride, 
jump, show! Well schooled horses and 
ponies. Qualified instructors. Tiny trot-
ters program. Beginners to advanced 
levels. Jumping. Dressage. Boarding, 
training. Rated horse shows. Outstand-
ing IEA team. Suffield CT (860)874-
8077

HORSE BARN HELP WANTED 
FULL OR PART TIME WEEKDAYS 
SUFFIELD CT (860)874-8077

“PART TIME TAILOR NEED-
ED FOR POLICE & MILITARY 
UNIFORMS Email solutions@
blue-tactical.com to find out more.”

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
TOWN OF AGAWAM

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING

T h e  A g a w a m  C i t y 
Counci l  Adminis t ra t ive 
Sub-Committee will con-
duct a Public Hearing on 
MONDAY,  OCTOBER 
2, 2023 at 6:30PM, at the 
Agawam Senior  Center 
Seminar Hall, 954 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA, on an 
Eversource petition for per-
mission to perform work on 
or near 788 South West Street, 
Feeding Hills, MA which 
could include installation of a 
new pole(s), manholes, wires, 
cables and fixtures, includ-
ing the necessary sustaining 
and protect fixtures along and 
across the property.  This peti-
tion is available by contacting 
the City Council Office, 36 
Main Street, Agawam, MA or 
by emailing bbard@agawam.
ma.us

Robert E. Rossi, Chair
Administrative 

Sub-Committee
09/14, 09/21/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23C0263CA  
In the matter of: 

Lori Ann Johnson
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been 
filed by Lori Ann Johnson  
of Agawam, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Lori Woodruff Johnson
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 09/28/2023.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  August 31, 2023 

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/14/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD23P1890GD

In the matter of: 
David J Keery, Jr.
Of: Agawam, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 

Person 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respond-
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Rachel C Keery of 
Agawam, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that David J Keery, Jr. is 
in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Rachel C 
Keery  of Agawam, MA (or 
some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
10/09/2023. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 08, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/14/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P1534EA

Estate of: 

John Arthur Krause
Date of Death: 
May 25, 2023

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est-
ate, by Petition of Petit i oner 
John J Krause of Agawam, 
MA.

Jo h n  J  K r a u s e  o f 
Agawam, MA  has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being ad min-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Pet itioner.
09/14/2023

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Resignation 

or Petition for Removal of 
Guardianship of a Minor 

DOCKET NO. 
HD17P0366GD

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103
In the interests of 
Oliver D Lamb 

of Feeding Hills, MA 
Minor

NOTICE TO All 
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition 
to Resign as Guardian of 
a Minor or Petition for 
Removal of Guardian of a 
Minor filed by Department 
of Children and Families 
on 08/21/2023 will be held 
09/19 /2023  08:30  AM 
Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing located at 50 State 
St., 4th Floor, Springfield, 
MA 01103 

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil-
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: File 

the original with the Court, 
and Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five (5) 
business days before the hear-
ing.

3 .  Counsel  for  the 
Minor: The minor (or an 
adult on behalf of the minor) 
has the right to request that 
counsel be appointed for the 
minor.

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is not in 
the minor’s best interests.

THIS IS A LEGAL 
NOTICE: An important court 
proceeding that may affect 
your rights has been sched-
uled. If you do not understand 
this notice or other court 
papers, please contact an 
attorney for legal advice.

Date: August 22, 2023
Rosemary R. Saccomani 

Register of Probate
09/14/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD23P1806GD

In the interests of 
Kyree Jovon Askew

Of Agawam, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 08/25/2023 
by Andrea N Askew of 
Agawam, MA; Steven D 
Askew of Agawam, MA 
will be held 09/27/2023 
08:30 AM Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing. Located: 
Probate and Family Court, 
50 State Street, Springfield, 
MA 01103

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min-
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: 
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you 
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if 

you give proof that you are 
indigent, an attorney will be 
assigned to you. Your request 
for an attorney should be 
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application 
form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min-
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, un less 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: September 11, 2023

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/14/2023

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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Enjoy limited time offers!

bankESB.com | 855.527.4111

Unlock your potential
Member FDIC | Member DIF

APY1

5.12% 
9-MONTH CD
WITH A CHECKING ACCOUNT. 
OPEN A NEW GET REAL CHECKINGSM 

ACCOUNT AND GET UP TO 
A $3002  BONUS

WITHOUT A CHECKING ACCOUNT

APY1

4.85%
9-MONTH CD

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

Open in-branch or online at bankESB.com today!

2 $300 ACCOUNT BONUS
Special offer is for opening a new Get Real CheckingSM account. Minimum balance to open Get Real CheckingSM is $10. Bonuses are for new checking account customers and limited to one account per customer. Bonus payouts may be 1099 reportable. 
Account must be in good standing and have a positive balance at the time the bonus is paid. May not be combined with other promotional offers. Customers who have previously received a bonus on a checking account closed with the bank within the 
previous 12 months are not eligible. This is a limited time offer and subject to change without notice. $200 promotional offer is for opening a Get Real CheckingSM account and activating direct deposit (of at least $25) OR enrolling in Online Banking 
and conducting 5 debit card transactions using your debit card within the first 60 days of account opening ($200 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been open). $50 promotional 
offer is for making 5 bill payments using Online Banking OR enrolling in eStatements within 60 days of account opening ($50 will be credited to the account by the last business day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been 
open). Minors (anyone under the age of 18) are not eligible for Online Bill Pay. $50 loyalty bonus will be paid after the account has been open for 12 months ($50 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 365th 
day the account has been open).

1 9-MONTH CD
5.12% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new and existing checking account customers only. For new customers, both accounts, checking and CD, must be opened at the same time to unlock bump up rate of 5.12% APY.
4.85% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new and existing customers without a checking account.

Specials available at any bankESB office for a limited time and may be withdrawn without notice.

9-Month CD rates are effective as of 7/1/2023. Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Automatically renews at maturity for 9 months at the then current CD rate and term. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $0.01. Substantial penalty for early 
withdrawal. Available for IRAs and business customers.

By Kimberly Palmucci
Staff Writer

HARDWICK – Wildlife experts say 
the recent discovery of an orange sallow 
moth at the Muddy Brook Wildlife Man-
agement Area is an example of animals 
and plants responding favorably to hab-
itat restoration work.

“About 75 plants, insects, and ani-
mals on the Massachusetts Endangered 
Species List depend on habitats that 
experience periodic fires,” the state’s 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (Mass-
Wildlife) released in a press statement. 
“But natural wildland fires that support 
fire-dependent ecosystems have been 
suppressed for decades in the interest of 
public safety.”

However, wildlife experts said many 
of these specialized plants and animals 
are “incredibly resilient.”

“Plants can lie dormant as seeds in 
the ground for decades waiting for the 
right growing conditions to return,” 
MassWildlife said. “Mobile species, like 
birds, bees, and moths, can travel to 
restored areas to recolonize fire-influ-
enced habitats.”

This plant and animal resilience is 
on full display at MassWildlife’s Mud-
dy Brook Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) in Hardwick.

The greater Muddy Brook Valley 
contains “a collection of globally rare, 
fire-influenced habitats.”

“After 70 years of fire exclusion, most 
of these habitats were not able to sup-
port the specialized plant and animal 
species that once occurred there,” wild-
life experts said, adding that MassWild-
life began habitat restoration work at 
Muddy Brook WMA in 2014 after years 
of planning. “Restoration included tree 
canopy thinning and prescribed fire 

treatments.”
Within a year of the first prescribed 

fire, an “abundance of native plants”—
some that been absent for decades—be-
gan to emerge from the seedbank and 
become established, wildlife officials 
said.

“After a few growing seasons, long-ab-
sent insects and birds were observed 
making use of the restored habitat,” 
MassWildlife released.

The most recent marker of success 
was discovered in the summer of 2023, 
when MassWildlife biologists observed 
the orange sallow moth (Pyrrha auran-
tiago) at Muddy Brook WMA. This is 
the seventh MESA-listed moth species 
recorded in the valley since the habitat 
restoration work began. 

The orange sallow moth is listed as a 

“Species of Special Concern” in Massa-
chusetts. The moth’s larva (caterpillar) 
feeds exclusively on the flowers, seeds, 
and leaves of false foxglove plants, ac-
cording to reports.

“False foxglove grows in areas with 
occasional fire. Surveys show that false 
foxglove was not growing in the Muddy 
Brook Valley in the years leading up to 
the restoration work,” MassWildlife re-
leased. “Following initial canopy thin-
ning and the introduction of prescribed 
fire, a small patch of fern-leaved fox-
glove emerged from the seedbank in 
2019. By 2023, more than 1,000 foxglove 
plants were counted, and in August the 
orange sallow moth was discovered at 
this foxglove patch.”

The false foxglove plants at Muddy 
Brook likely originated from seed that 

had been dormant since the late 1950s, 
wildlife officials added.

“Habitat restoration allowed sunlight 
to reach the soil and re-introduced fire 
where it had been absent for decades. 
The nearest orange sallow population is 
about five miles away,” wildlife experts 
said. “The moths detected the growing 
patch of foxgloves (likely signaled by the 
fragrant flowers) and set out to colonize 
this new habitat.”

In a press statement, MassWildlife 
described this orange sallow at Mud-
dy Brook as “just one of many amazing 
examples of the resilience displayed by 
fire-adapted plants and animals.”

“Less than a decade after restoration 
work began, Muddy Brook WMA now 
supports over 20 MESA-listed species, 
including whip-poor-wills, rare bees, 
and Endangered plants. All of these have 
similar stories to the orange sallow that 
show how their highly specialized ad-
aptations allow them to reemerge and 
flourish following long periods of time.”

Additionally, Muddy Brook WMA 
is showing what wildlife officials de-
scribed as “an impressive ecological re-
sponse to MassWildlife’s habitat resto-
ration work,” including: the emergence 
of 28 fire-influenced plants not observed 
prior to restoration, including four En-
dangered, one Threatened, one Special 
Concern, and five Watchlist species; 
the return of the eastern whip-poor-will 
bird to the site following a documented 
30-year absence; a significant increase 
in early successional breeding birds, in-
cluding the American woodcock, prairie 
warbler, field sparrow, and eastern to-
whee; an increase in bee species from 
36 to 150 species (including one Threat-
ened); and a growing list of specialized 
moths and butterflies that includes sev-
eral state-listed species.

Rare but resilient: Endangered moth found in Hardwick

A rare orange sallow moth has recently been found at Muddy Brook WMA.
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