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Town remembers 9/11 attacks on 25th anniversary
By Christina Gioscia

Correspondent

AGAWAM – Last Friday 
morning, Sept. 11, the Agawam 
Fire Department Headquarters 
held a Remembrance Ceremo-
ny. Speaking at the ceremony 
was Agawam Fire Chief Alan 
Sirois, Rev. Stephen Thee with 
Bethany Assembly of God, May-
or Christopher Johnson, and 
Pastor Tim Sheranko with First 
Baptist Church.

This year’s ceremony marked 
the 25th anniversary of the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks.

During Sirois’s speech he 

highlighted the bravery shown 
by the men and women who 
were police officers, firefight-
ers, or civilians that ran to help 
save lives that day. Sirois called 
on the audience to be inspired 
by such bravery and help others 
throughout life.

During Johnson’s speech he 
recognized the courage shown 
by veterans, police officers, 
firefighters and everyone who 
fights and works everyday to 
keep people safe.

A major point multiple 
speakers mentioned at the cere-
mony was the choice to remem-
ber. It is important that each 

and every year we remember 
what happened on 9/11 and re-
flect on the lives lost and also 
how the world changes because 
of the tragic events that day. 
Several speakers highlighted 
the importance of educating the 
younger generations and en-
suring that they realize the true 
impact that 9/11 still has on the 
world today.

“I mean this day 25 years ago 
sculpted the country that we live 
in today,” Sirois said. “Make no 
doubt about it, it was the events 
of 9/11 that crafted our current 
government, our policy, our cur-
rent economy, everything that 

we do day to day; our levels of 
security. The level of security 
that we feel on a personal basis. 
It’s a generational moment, our 
nation was never attacked like 
that before. To have almost a 
thousand people killed in a mat-
ter of minutes, it was unheard 
of. Unless you’ve experienced it, 
it’s hard to describe. But the sto-
ries that people tell are moving.”

Sirois said first responders 
knew what they were doing and 
entered the buildings without 
any reluctance.

“I mean, the men and wom-

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM – Agawam Public 
Library had two viewings of a 
25th Anniversary of 9/11 Com-
memorative Film, and a discus-
sion about the film and tragic 
events after. This event was in 
collaboration with the 9/11 Me-
morial and Museum. The thir-
ty-minute film highlighted the 
stories of different people who 
were at the World Trade Center 
that day or lost family members 
on Sept. 11, 2001.

Frost shared how on 9/11 
firefighters, police officers and 
regular civilians were able to 
band together to help each 
other as much as possible, “We 
were just all talking about, you 

know, our experiences, and I 
certainly was not there that day 
but it was a frightening day. But 
seeing the first responders and 
the bravery that they executed 
on that day, I think it was just 
overwhelming for all of us to 
know that those courageous 
people put themselves in harm’s 
way like that; knowing that 
something really tragic could 
and was probably going to hap-
pen. I think people just wanted 
to be helpful and do what they 
could. And I feel like this major 
tragedy, in some ways, brought 
people together in the country, 
in a really important way. So, I 
think everyone wanted to help 
in the best way they could. And 
those would be the stories, I 
guess, that we may nit know all 

of them ever.”
Frost says it’s important to 

remember the events of 9/11 
and teach the younger genera-
tions about it.

“I don’t think the young-
er folks in the country realize 
what an unbelievable event 

this was for those of us who 
were witnessing it that day, 
in whatever capacity, wheth-
er you were watching it on TV 
or you were there,” Frost said. 
“I think schools try to present 

Library screens 9/11 film, discusses impact

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

AGAWAM – The city 
council discussed increasing 
the fines for violating the 
E-Bike Ordinance at their 
meeting on Sept. 8. 

The council unanimously 
agreed that this was needed 
in order to keep E-Bike riders 
safe. 

“We’ve seen an influx [of 
modified E-Bikes], creating a 
hazard to not only the people 

riding them but people on 
sidewalks,” Councilor Dino 
Mercadante said. 

This was the first read-
ing of the amendment. The 
second reading will take 
place at an upcoming meet-
ing and, should it be passed, 
the amendment will go into 
place. 

The fines would change 
to $50 for the first violation, 
$100 for the second and $300 
for the third. Additionally, 
people who violated the ordi-

nance could have their bikes 
impounded for up to 15 days. 

The goal of this increase 
in fines is to spread aware-
ness of the dangers of modi-
fication of E-Bikes. 

“Ultimately the purpose 
of this is to save lives, and if 
that is how you get people’s 
attention, by fining them, 
so be it,” Mercadante said. 
“The town of Agawam is not 
looking for another revenue 
stream, the town of Agawam 
is looking to be proactive to 

save your kids’ lives.”
The ordinance itself fo-

cuses on banning modifi-
cations on the speed of the 
bikes and on exceeding the 
passenger limit of the bikes. 

Many of those riding 
E-Bikes are younger chil-
dren, and the council does 
not want to see anyone in-
jured due to improper use of 
E-Bikes. 

Books for all ages reflecting on 9/11 set out in the community room for 
attendees to check out at the film viewings. TURLEY PHOTO BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

The September 11 Memorial, showing the World Trade 
Center buildings. TURLEY PHOTO BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

Increase in e-bike violation fines passes first reading

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

AGAWAM – The city coun-
cil had an intense discussion 
about a resolution supporting 
the reduction of income tax on 
overtime pay and tips. 

The resolution passed 8-3, 
with Councilors Robert Rossi, 
Rosemary Sandlin and Tom 
Hendrickson voting against it. 

Since it passed, the resolu-
tion will be sent to state legis-
lators showing that Agawam is 
in support of a reduction on in-
come tax on overtime pay and 
tips. 

The majority of the council 
felt that this resolution would 
support workers who need the 
extra income in the current 

Majority of city council supports 
reducing taxes on overtime, tips
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ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

lb
$288

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN 
CUTLETS ..................................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/17/26-9/23/269/17/26-9/23/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN JAJU FAMILY RECIPE

PIEROGIS
ASSORTED VARIETIES 14 OZ BAG 

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SEA SCALLOPS
IN SHELL 2 LB BAG ...........................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN HEAT & EAT

SHRIMP TOAST 12 PC TRAY ...............

$179USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE TI,ES
lb $999

USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ............................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS ......
USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ......................... lb

lb
$335

$299

$199
ea

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND 
STEAK or ROAST

BEEF RIB EYE

$777
lb

$233
lb

$229
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

$299

$999
lb

$188USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ........... lb

ea

  

OIL • HVAC
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Council 5585 Knights 
of Columbus will once again 
conduct its annual Tootsie 
Roll Drive to benefit Helping 
God’s Children with Physical 
and Intellectual Disabilities.

Council members will be 
collecting donations at sev-
eral local locations through-
out the community and 
at the Big E, on the bridge 
during the fair.  

Residents are encour-
aged to look for the Knights 
wearing their blue shirts and 
yellow vests and to support 
this important charitable 
effort. Every donation, large 
or small, helps provide as-
sistance and opportunities 
for children and adults with 
physical and intellectual dis-
abilities.

“The brothers of Agawam 
Council 5585 always appre-
ciate the friendly response 
and generosity shown by the 
community,” said council 
representatives. “We sincere-
ly thank everyone who sup-
ports the Tootsie Roll Drive 
and helps us continue this 
meaningful work.”

William Bathel, Grand 
Knight, Agawam K of C 
Council 5585, “I am proud of 
our Agawam KofC members 
who volunteer their time 
and effort with the national 
fundraising event and over 
the past year led the Com-
monwealth in donations.”

The Agawam Council 
5585 Knights of Columbus 
welcomes all Catholic men 
age 18 and older who are 
interested in putting their 

faith into action. Members 
help plan and host commu-
nity events, support local 
charitable organizations, 
and address important 
needs throughout the area. 
Through service, fellow-
ship, and commitment, the 
Knights continue to make 
a positive difference in the 
lives of others.

Catholic men who are 
interested in learning more 
about joining Agawam Coun-
cil 5585 are invited to visit 
agawamknightsofcolumbus.
org or contact Jack Cappuc-
cilli at 413-222-5999**.

The council encourages 
everyone to support the 2026 
Tootsie Roll Drive and help 
make a difference for God’s 
children with physical and 
intellectual disabilities.

The Agawam Knights of Columbus are holding its annual Tootsie Roll Drive. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Agawam Knights of Columbus 
holding annual Tootsie Roll Drive

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Public Library is excited to 
host two sets of returning 
faces, featuring competition 
winners from Dracut Arts 
on the walls and gourds 
from Ceil Rossi in the main 
floor display cases. Hanging 
on the main floor gallery 
walls, visitors will be able 
to see pieces from past win-
ners of Dracut Arts’ Annual 
Children’s Art Competition, 
open to all children 6 to 18 
years old. Dracut Arts also 
features New England Art-
ists in their Arts Saturdays 
virtual events, happening 
four times a month. All pre-
vious Arts Saturdays, Artist 
Interviews and “Why is Art 
Important?”, as well as the 
Neighborhood Talks series 

are available on YouTube at 
@dracutarts. All programs 
have ASL and closed cap-
tions whenever possible. 
Submissions for the 7th Chil-
dren’s Art Competition are 
open. All art mediums are 
accepted; original works 
only. This year’s theme is 
“Industry” and the dead-
line is Oct. 3 at midnight. 
There is no entry fee. More 
information on programs 
and the competition can be 
found at dracutarts.com. 

Gourds by Ceil Rossi will 
also be exhibited in the cas-
es on the main floor. The 
gourd is a 3-dimensional 
art form that can be carved, 
wood burned and painted. 
The paints that Rossi uses 
are transparent ink dyes, 

allowing the mottled skin 
of the gourds to show. Ros-
si learned the art form of 
gourds from her time living 
in Arizona, and has found 
that gourds have perpet-
uated her love for art over 
the years. Beyond working 
on gourd sculptures, Rossi 
also teaches from her home 
studio and exhibits in gal-
leries in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, and has won 
awards in several fine art 
shows. Rossi is president 
of the Agawam Communi-
ty Artists and Artisans and 
can be found on Facebook 
at CareFreeGourdGallery.

Visitors are welcome to 
view the gallery at the Aga-
wam Public Library during 
regular open hours

New galleries come to 
Agawam Public Library

AGAWAM – Join best-
selling author D.M. Pulley 
and Granby author Dana 
McSwain for an evening of 
literary thrills at the Revival 
Wheeler Mansion in Orange, 
Massachusetts on Oct. 27 at 
6 p.m. Meet Me At the Man-
sion: D.M. Pulley in Conver-
sation with Dana McSwain is 
sponsored by The Alchemist 
Society bookshop in Feed-
ing Hills and celebrates the 
much-anticipated release 
of Pulley’s fifth novel, Stone 
Mad. 

Pulley, winner of the 
2014 Amazon Breakthrough 
Novel Award, has penned 
five dark thrillers, including 
The Dead Key and Nobody’s 
Home. A former Profession-
al Engineer by trade, Pulley 
rehabbed historic structures 
and conducted forensic in-
vestigations into building 
failures before becoming a 
full-time author. Her mys-
teries shine a light into the 
darker side of the abandoned 
buildings and buried past of 
the Midwest. Stone Mad, a 

Gothic thriller set in an in-
famous Gilded Age mansion, 
will be released Oct. 13. 

Joining Pulley for this spe-
cial event is Granby author 
Dana McSwain, four-time 
award winning bestseller 
of the supernatural Gothic 
thriller, Roseneath, and 2025 
Pushcart Prize nominee for 
her short story, The Perfect 
Stranger. A social hour and 
author signing will follow.

Meet Me at the Mansion, 
D.M. Pulley in Conversa-
tion with Dana McSwain is 
free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information, 
please visit the event page at 
https://revivalwheelerman-
sion.com/calendar/stone-
mad/

Thrills and chills at historic mansion
AGAWAM – Join us as 

we gather to celebrate the 
Bicentennial once again! 
Reunite with friends from 
the Agawam HS Class of 
1976 and relive your favor-
ite memories as a Brownie 
at our 50th Reunion, which 
will take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 17 at Tansey’s Catered 
Table from 6 to 10 p.m.

Please RSVP by Oct. 1. 
Tickets are $60 per person.

Tickets will not be sold 
at the door.

Please Venmo the 
amount to @Caro-
line-White-72. Last four 
digits of phone number: 
0323. If you do not have 
a Venmo, you can mail a 
check or cash to Caroline 
White, 17 Pineknoll, South-
wick MA 01077.

There will be a cash bar. 
Please inform us of any 

food allergies or dietary 
restrictions when you pur-
chase your ticket.

Please note that this 
event is intended for mem-
bers of the Class of ‘76 and 
their spouses. Space is lim-
ited, but if you are from an-
other class and would like 
to attend, please reach out 
to one of the organizers.

We hope to see you 
there.

Class of 1976 planning reunion

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Junior High School is cur-
rently seeking vendors & 
crafters for an upcoming 
fundraising event.

AJHS Washington DC 
2027 - Club will be hosting a 
Community Craft and Ven-
dor Fair. This fundraising 
event is to help defer the 

cost of travel for students 
travelling to Washington 
DC in June of 2027. The fair 
will be Thursday, Nov. 12 
from 5 to 8 p.m. in our caf-
eteria.

If you are a crafter or 
vendor please consider 
joining us. Please see Aga-
wam Junior High School 

webpage  for details and 
registration form!

If you are a shopper - 
please save the date to kick 
off your holiday shopping 
and supporting local busi-
nesses.

This event is open to the 
community so please share 
with friends and family.

Vendors needed for fundraising event

AGAWAM – The Aga-
wam Cultural Council is 
accepting applications for 
its Fiscal Year 2027 grant 
cycle. Local artists, ed-
ucators, organizations, 
schools, and community 
groups are encouraged to 
apply for funding to sup-
port public programs in 
the arts, humanities, and 
sciences.

The grant cycle opened 
last week. Applications 
must be submitted online 
by Oct. 15 at 11:59 p.m.

“We are excited to 

support programs that 
bring people together and 
strengthen arts and cul-
ture throughout Agawam,” 
said Uduak Enyiema, Chair 
of the Agawam Cultural 
Council. “We encourage 
anyone with a creative idea 
benefiting our communi-
ty to review the guidelines 
and apply.”

Applicants must include 
a letter approving the use of 
the proposed location and 
a separate letter explaining 
how the project will benefit 
the general public. Projects 

receiving funding must be 
open or available to the 
public.

For application in-
structions and local re-
quirements, visit  www.
agawamcc.org  and select 
“Apply for Grants.”

The Agawam Cultural 
Council is a local partner of 
the Mass Cultural Council. 
The cultural council regu-
lar funds programs every 
year that can be seen at 
places like Agawam Public 
Library and the Agawam 
Senior Center.

Agawam Cultural Council 
opens FY27 grant cycle



AGAWAM – Ready for 
fall and learning something 
new?  The Agawam Com-
munity Artists and Artisans 
(ACAA) are kicking off their 
fall art classes on Saturday, 
Sept 12. They offer a variety 
of different art forms, from 
Dot Art and Gel Printing to 
Felt Sculpture and Holiday 
Card creation.  

Classes are designed to 
welcome the beginner art-
ist but also challenge the 
more seasoned artist.  They 
are held at the Daily Grind 
in Southwick.  All classes 
are on Saturdays from 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Instructors 
are members of ACAA who 
are experienced artists and 
artisans and who enjoy shar-
ing their expertise. 

On Saturday, Sept. 12 is 
our kickoff class, on Dot 
Art. Using acrylic paint and 
dotting tools, you will learn 
dotting techniques and how 
to create texture and dimen-
sion, bringing home your 
version of a tree.

On Saturday, Sept. 26, 
join us to learn how to make 
Gelli Prints with botanicals. 
Using acrylic paint and foli-
age, you will create beautiful 
designs, while learning the 
fundamentals of using a Gel 

Pad printing. 
Fall classes have been 

scheduled through Novem-
ber. The cost of each class 
is $30. You can sign up for 
a class by visiting www.aga-
wamarts.com
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Anthony C. Bonavita, 
Esquire

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT INJURIES

1380 Main Street
Suite 201

Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168
(Se Habla Español, 

preguntar por Marisol)
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333257 Feeding Hills Road, (Rte 57)

Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

CALABRESE FARMSCALABRESE FARMS

~ WE ACCEPT SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ~

CORN • CORN • PUMPKINSPUMPKINS
NATIVE APPLESNATIVE APPLES

Cabbage, Kale, Cukes, Squash, Cabbage, Kale, Cukes, Squash, 
Pickles, Peppers, Tomatoes Pickles, Peppers, Tomatoes 
Winter Squash & EggplantWinter Squash & Eggplant

~ Canning Tomatoes ~~ Canning Tomatoes ~
FALL HARDY MUMS

AND ASTERS

HOLYOKE – The Hi-
bernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties, in 
partnership with the Pol-
ish National Credit Union, 
are conducting a food drive 
September-December 1for 
Providence Ministries.

The drop-off location is 
Rush Insurance [previous-
ly PNCU Insurance] at 270 
Westfield Rd. in Holyoke.

The Food Bank of West-
ern Massachusetts esti-
mated that approximately 
61,000 people are food inse-
cure in Western Massachu-
setts. Providence Ministries 
needs food supplies as the 
winter months approaches. 
Suggested drop-off items in-
clude Chef Boyardee, pasta, 
mac and cheese, tuna, soup, 
rice baked beans, and cere-

al.
In addition to the food 

drive efforts, every six weeks 
the Ladies Order of Hiber-
nians and the Holy Cross 
Cursillo Group of Spring-
field make sandwiches for 
Kate’s Kitchen.

Anyone interested in 
supporting the sandwich 
program, may call Rosalie 
Pratt at 413-532-1677.

Hibernians holding food drive

AGAWAM – Communi-
ty Grange #382 of Feeding 
Hills located at 47 North 
West Street will hold a 
multi-family indoor Fall Tag 
and Bake Sale on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 from 9:30 a.m. to 2 

p.m.  The tag sale will in-
clude furniture, household 
items, crafts, lots of fleece 
fabric priced at $1.50 per 
yard, cotton fabric, etc. and 
the bake sale will include 
seasonal items.

Proceeds will benefit the 
building fund.

Feline Friends Cat Sanc-
tuary Inc. will have a table 
for the collection of supplies 
and donations.

Grange holding fall tag sale Oct. 3

AGAWAM – SepticSmart 
Week is here Sept. 14 to 18. 
The Agawam Health Depart-
ment is sharing informa-
tion with residents about 
the importance of caring 
for and maintaining septic 
systems.  A well-maintained 
septic system protects you, 
your home, and the environ-
ment. SepticSmart week is a 
great reminder to schedule a 
pumping of your septic tank 
if it has been 3 or more years 
since your last pump.

If you are not sure where 
the septic system is located 
on your property or wheth-
er your home is on septic, 
the Agawam Health Depart-
ment can help! The Health 
Department can check if 
there is a file for your prop-
erty and provide you with a 
copy in person or by email. 
Please contact the Health 
Department at 413-786-0400 

ext 8207 or email health@
agawam.ma.us.

Visit the Health Depart-
ment page on the Town of 
Agawam website for more 
information about septic 
systems and financial re-
sources for repair/replace-
ment of your system.

The EPA’s SepticSmart 
tips below help to extend the 
life of the system by keeping 
the sewage & wastewater 
running smoothly through 
the system and protecting 
the soil absorption area (ex. 
Leaching pits, leach field) 
that is connected to your 
septic tank. 

For more SepticSmart 
tips, visit www.epa.gov/sep-
ticsmart

Have your septic tank 
pumped every three to five 
years

Avoid pouring harsh 
products (e.g., food waste, 

oils, grease, chemicals, 
paint, medications) down 
the drain

Discard non-degradable 
products in the trash (e.g., 
feminine hygiene products, 
floss, disposable wipes & 
diapers, cat litter) instead of 
flushing them

Keep cars and heavy ve-
hicles parked away from the 
drainfield and tank

Follow the system man-
ufacturer’s directions when 
using septic tank cleaners 
and additives

Repair leaks and use wa-
ter efficient fixtures to avoid 
overloading the system

Maintain plants and veg-
etation near the system to 
ensure roots do not block 
drains

Use soaps and detergents 
that are low-suds, biode-
gradable, and low-or phos-
phate-free

SepticSmart Week is bringing awareness to those who have septic tanks. SUBMITTED PHOTO

SepticSmart Week is bringing awareness 
to those who have septic tanks

ACAA fall art classes set to begin

AGAWAM – Pie season 
is underway, and the Aga-
wam Historical Association 
is seeking the apple vari-
ety for its annual contest, 
to be held as part of Old 
Home Day at the historic 
Thomas Smith House, 251 
North West Street, Feeding 
Hills, on Saturday, Oct. 10.  
The contest is open to the 
public and all (amateur) 
bakers are encouraged to 
enter. Whether you prefer 
Cortland, Macoun, or a se-
cret mix of varieties, the 
association’s judges will 
have the final say. If you 
don’t have a secret family 
recipe, perhaps you could 
follow Janine Fisk’s “Blue 
Ribbon Apple Pie” recipe 
(First Place, 2018 Topsfield 
Fair) featured in the Sep-
tember/October 2026 issue 
of Yankee magazine and see 
how it fares in these parts. 
This year’s judges are Aga-
wam Historical Association 
Board Member Emeritus 
Don Anderson; Agawam 
Mayor Christopher Johnson; 
and 2025 AHA Apple Pie 

Contest First Place Winner 
Liz Johnson, who will judge 
entries on flavor, filling, 
crust & overall appearance, 
and creativity. In addition 
to bragging rights, the first 
place winner will receive a 
blue ribbon, an apron hand-
sewn by AHA board mem-
ber Charlotte Fields, and a 
place at next year’s apple 
pie contest judges’ table. 
Participating bakers do need 
to adhere to some require-
ments: pies only (no tarts 
or crisps); must be full top 
and bottom, double (rolled) 
crust; fresh apples only—
no store-bought fillings or 
crusts; 9” or 10” disposable 
pie plates must be used; pie 
must be at room tempera-
ture at time of judging; and 
no identification is allowed 
on pie tin. The decision of 
the judges’s is final, and 
pies will not be returned. 
Participants must register 
on or before Wednesday, 
Oct. 7 by texting (413) 297-
4967 or emailing 1855@
agawamhistory.org. Pies 
must be dropped off by 

12:30 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
10 at: Thomas Smith House, 
251 North West Street, 
Feeding Hills, Mass. Judg-
ing will begin at 1:30 p.m. 
The ca. 1757 Thomas Smith 
House and 1920 Delmore 
Hawthorne Garage will be 
open for tours that after-
noon. On display will be 
items to be included in a 
time capsule the associa-
tion will seal later this year, 
not to be opened again for 
another century. Visitors 
are encouraged to provide 
letters to future Agawam res-
idents describing 21st cen-
tury life for inclusion in the 
time capsule. Brochures and 
business cards from local 
businesses are also wanted. 
Agawam history books, 
and new, hand-crafted Cats 
Meow Village keepsakes de-
picting the Thomas Smith 
House and the Agawam 
Historical & Fire House 
Museum will be available 
for sale to benefit the Aga-
wam Historical Association. 
This event is free and 
open to the public. 

Pies sought for contest 

AGAWAM – An autumn 
tradition returns to Aga-
wam’s historic Captain 
Charles Leonard House, 663 
Main Street, Agawam, on 
Friday evening, Oct. 16, with 
a benefit craft beer and wine 
tasting sponsored by Aga-
wam businesses McCarthy’s 
Liquors, Phipps Discount 
Liquors, Cheers Liquors, 
Allied Flooring & Paint, and 
Budget Cabinet Sales. The 
event will take place rain 
or shine from 6 to 9 p.m., 
and raise funds to aid in the 
preservation of the Nation-
al Register listed landmark. 
A variety of wines and craft 
beers, including new and 
popular offerings repre-
senting a range of price 
points will be featured. Dis-
tributor’s representatives 
will be on hand to present 

the selections and answer 
questions. The evening will 
also include live music, 
raffles, and food prepared 
by Joey’s Deli & Market. 
Advance tickets are $50 per 
person, available at McCa-
rthy’s Liquors, 430 Main 
Street, Agawam: Phipps 
Discount Liquors, 1350 
Springfield Street, Feeding 
Hills; and Cheers Liquors, 
416 Springfield Street, Aga-
wam. Ticket price includes 
beer, wine, food and live 
music. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door for $55 per 
person. Guests must be at 
least 21 years old with a val-
id ID to attend this event.  
The Captain Charles Leon-
ard House was built in 1805 
as a stage tavern to service 
travelers on the Hartford/
Boston route. The house 

was restored in the late 
1930s by Mrs. Minerva Da-
vis, who established a Board 
of Trustees to oversee the 
operation of the Captain 
Charles Leonard House 
as Agawam’s Community 
House, the role it has served 
since 1939. The house is 
available to rent for business 
functions and social events. 
For more information, 
please call (413) 786-9421. 
This program is support-
ed in part by a grant from 
the Agawam Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a State agency. 
More information about 
the Captain Charles 
Leonard House can be 
found at Facebook.com/
c a p t a i n l e o n a r d h o u s e . 

Craft beer and wine tasting to 
benefit Captain Leonard House

AGAWAM – The West 
of the River Chamber of 
Commerce has announced 
it will hold it’s next “Lunch 
with the Legislators” on 

Tuesday, Oct. 20 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The event 
will be held at Latitude 
Restaurant at 1338 Memo-
rial Ave., West Springfield. 

Join us for lunch with our 
local senators and repre-
sentatives for informative 
updates and a Q&A ses-
sion. 

Chamber holding next ‘Lunch with the Legislators’

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author 
verification purposes. We 
do not publish anonymous 
letters.
 All letters are subject to ed-
iting for content and length. 
The deadline is Monday at 
noon. Please send letters to 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
care of Turley Publications 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, or e-mail aan@
turley.com.

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibellli

aan@turley.com
sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com

ADVERT ISER NEWS
AGAWAM

The Agawam Advertiser News 
(USPS 001-170) is published every 

Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
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Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

A fall blooming vine worthy of merit
On my drive home 

from work this morn-
ing, I happened to 
notice the flowers 
of a familiar vine 
climbing up a 
lamppost.  

It brought me 
right back to my 
old house and 
landscape. It is easy 
to miss the simplicity 
of that time in my life and 
wonder the age-old ques-
tion of  “Where did time go?”  

When we moved some 
years back we left behind 
numerous plants (the obvi-
ous outcome when you sell 
your house with two feet of 
snow on the ground). One 
of my very favorites was the 
sweet autumn clematis.  

Each year, right about 
now, the vine would explode 
into clouds of white blos-
soms. And because the vine 
grew up a trellis on the gable 
end of my house, it made a 
beautiful, tall backdrop for 
the annuals and perennials 
still in flower. 

I hadn’t really thought 
about this plant recently, 
until my drive earlier today. 
The white blossoms were 
abundant and beautiful.  

Let’s take this opportuni-
ty to learn more about a fall 
plant that is used not nearly 

enough.
Clematis ternifolia (aka 

paniculata) is a fast-grow-
ing vine that if left to its own 
devices, can cover several 
yards in a single season. It 
does not climb by use of ten-
drils, rather it has long leaf 
petioles that bend around 
neighboring objects for sup-
port.  

Sturdy trellises are in 
order here; another option 
would be to let it sprawl 
over a fence or large rock. 

Leaves are medium green 
in color; stems are green as 
well, but turn brown with 
age.  New growth emerges in 
late spring.  

Most experts recom-
mend cutting autumn clem-
atis back to a foot or so tall 
early in the season to reju-
venate the plant and initi-
ate branching. Flowers buds 
form on the present season’s 
growth, so don’t worry that 

your pruning attempts will 
sacrifice flowers.  

This rule is not 
absolute with all 
clematis species, 

though, so do 
your homework 
before tackling 

other varieties you 
may have.  

Culture, however, is 
similar:  Plant in a loca-

tion where the plant’s roots 
will stay cool but where top 
growth receives ample sun-
shine. You can accomplish 
this situation by providing 
a thick layer of mulch at the 
base of the vine.   

Autumn clematis will tol-
erate all but the worst of soils 
and is hardy in zones 4-10.

Panicles of one inch flow-
ers delight the eye and the 
nose for about six weeks 
beginning in late summer. 
Some liken the sweet fra-
grance to vanilla; others call 
it the smell of “springtime.”  

After blooms have passed, 
silvery seed heads add an-
other short season of inter-
est to the garden before the 
leaves fall. 

Admittedly, a brown vine 
is not the most attractive 
thing to look at during the 
winter months, but it is a 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Must I Enroll in 
Medicare at Age 65?
Dear Rusty: 

I will be turning 65 next 
month, I am currently re-
tired and I am not on Social 
Security. 

My question is; Is there 
anything I have to do, if I 
don’t want Medicare? I am 
on my wife’s employer plan 
and she works for the Postal 
Service as a Rural Carrier. 

She doesn’t plan on retir-
ing for another eight years. 
Also, I would like to wait till 
my Full Retirement Age be-
fore I draw Social Security at 
67. Do I have to draw Medi-
care at that point? 

Signed: 
Retired but Curious

Dear Retired but Curious: 
As long as you are cov-

ered by a “creditable” 
healthcare plan such as 
that from your wife’s US 
Postal Service employer, 
you can defer enrolling in 
Medicare until your Postal 
Service Health Benefit  cov-
erage from your wife’s em-
ployer ends. 

When that happens, you 
and your wife will enter a 
Medicare “Special Enroll-
ment Period” during which 
you can enroll in Medicare 
without incurring a Late 
Enrollment Penalty. Thus, 
in your specific circum-
stances, you don’t need to 
do anything about enroll-
ing in Medicare when you 
turn 65.

That is still true, regard-
less of when you claim your 
Social Security benefits. If 
you claim Social Security 
at age 67 and before your 
wife retires from the USPS, 
you will be required to take 
Medicare Part A coverage 
for inpatient hospitaliza-

tion services, but Medicare 
Part A is premium-free for 
those also eligible for Social 
Security.  

However, enrollment in 
Medicare Part B (coverage 
for outpatient healthcare 
services) is always optional 
because there is a premium 
associated with it and you 
can continue to defer en-
rollment in Medicare Part 
B as long as you have “cred-
itable” healthcare coverage 
from your wife’s employer 
even while you are collect-
ing Social Security.  

When you apply for 
Social Security, you can 
inform SS that you are de-
clining Medicare Part B be-
cause you are still covered 
by your wife’s USPS employ-
er healthcare plan. 

Then, when your wife 
retires and you lose your 
USPS healthcare coverage, 
you can enroll in Medicare 
Part B at that time without 
a late enrollment penalty.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
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Getting hip to joint replacement surgery
A few weeks ago, I under-

went my second total hip 
replacement. I had already 
replaced my left hip, and now 
it was time for the right one.

About 10 years ago, I 
also had both of my knees 
replaced. After nearly four 
decades as an ICU nurse, 
the physical toll of caring 
for patients, some weigh-
ing up to 300 or 400 pounds, 
had caught up with me. This 
is a common story among 
nurses: We prioritize others’ 
needs and often ignore our 
own warning signs. 

Obviously, I’m not alone. 
Around 7 million Americans 
are living with hip or knee 
replacements, allowing them 
to maintain mobility despite 
severe arthritis. Annually 
in the U.S., there are about 
700,000 knee and 400,000 hip 
replacements, with studies 
showing many replacements 
lasting 25 years or more.

We’re just not as healthy 
as we used to be. Arthritis 
inflammation in the joints 
can actually destroy the 
cartilage, and when you hit 
bone-on-bone, it causes not 
only significant pain but also 
disability. The increase in hip 
replacements is attributed 
to the aging baby boomer 
population, rising life expec-
tancies and the obesity ep-
idemic. Sports injuries and 
accidents are additional fac-
tors.

I’ve learned a lot about 
joint replacement, as a nurse, 
a patient advocate and a pa-
tient. If you’re facing a joint 
replacement, here are some 
considerations: 

Hospital or surgery cen-
ter?

All four of my joint re-
placements took place at 
outpatient surgery centers, 
which I consider much clean-
er environments than hospi-
tals. After early morning sur-
gery, I was home by noon and 
received home health care, so 
I never went to rehab.

A 2023 study by University 
of Pennsylvania researchers 
found that the rates of re-
visits and complications for 
surgery center patients were 
lower than for similar pa-
tients who had surgery in a 
hospital. However, that could 
have something to do with 
healthier patients choosing 
surgery centers and those 
with other health conditions, 
heart failure for example, go-
ing to hospitals.

That said, this is a topic 
for you and your doctor to 
discuss. In the end, you will 
decide where to have your 
joint replacement, so go 
where you are most comfort-
able. 

Choosing a doctor
Look for a surgeon who 

is affiliated with profession-
al organizations and has 
completed fellowships in 

the surgery you’re having. 
You should also prioritize 
their experience, asking how 
many times they’ve per-
formed this particular sur-
gery.

Studies have found that 
surgeons who have per-
formed more than 50 pro-
cedures have lower rates of 
complication and revision. 
You can ask the doctor di-
rectly how many times 
they’ve performed the sur-
gery and what their com-
plication rate is. Also ask 
whether you can speak with 
other patients the doctor has 
treated.

Second opinions
Joint replacement is a ma-

jor medical undertaking, so 
if you’re feeling at all unsure 
about it - or the doctor isn’t 
all you had hoped - Medicare 
covers second opinions sub-
ject to the 20% co-insurance. 
Medicare Advantage plans 
also generally cover second 
opinions, but check with 
your plan for details.

Robots or no robots?
Robot-assisted joint re-

placement is becoming more 
common. A study published 
in the Journal of Arthroplas-
ty reported an increase in 
surgeons who have adopted 
robotics, from 10% in 2018 
to 35% in 2023. Nearly half 
of partial knee replacements 
were robotically assisted. 
Fewer total knee and hip re-

placements were reported.
The study noted that fur-

ther research is needed on 
outcomes, but surgeons who 
use robotic assisted systems 
say that the robot is simply 
the navigation system while 
the doctor is in the driver’s 
seat.

Rehab in a facility or at 
home?

With my surgeries, I want-
ed to avoid a rehab facility 
because that’s another name 
for nursing home, where 
there are a lot of germs, more 
patients with compromised 
immune systems and gener-
ally higher infection rates.

Today, in fact, most joint 
replacement patients do re-
cuperate at home. A project 
by the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services found 
that patients who can safely 
recover at home heal faster, 
have fewer complications 
and have a greater sense of 

ownership in their own re-
covery.

Not everyone can come 
home immediately, though, 
if they lack family support or 
access to home health care. 
Be sure to have this conversa-
tion with your doctor before 
your surgery.

Chances are your joint re-
placement will get you back 
to doing the things you enjoy, 
especially with a little bit of 
education and preparation.

 
Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, 

a Monson resident, is a reg-
istered nurse and board-cer-
tified patient advocate. She 
is the author of several books 
on advocacy and founder of 
Nurse Advocate Entrepreneur, 
which equips medical profes-
sionals with the knowledge 
and skills to start their own 
advocacy businesses. Contact 
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com. 

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull god
  5. A young canine
  8. North Carolina 

university
 11. “Oddbod” actor Tom
 13. Midway between 

northeast and east
 14. A place to shop
 15. Mysterious 

“Severance” family
 16. Single Lens Reflex
 17. Malaria
 18. Informal loan 

organizations
 20. Twitching
 21. Holm oak
 22. Willing to consent
 25. In an early way
 30. Stuck it out
 31. Language in Ghana
 32. Obtain
 33. Ancient Greek 

currency

 38. One point east 
(clockwise) of due 
north

 41. Popular baseball 
movie

 43. Group of islands
 45. Church building
 47. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
 49. Late AC/DC frontman 

Scott
 50. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 55. Thick piece of 

something
 56. Breakfast food
 57. One mole of solute per 

kilogram of solvent
 59. Ancient Greek City
 60. Bitterly regret
 61. Don’t forget it
 62. Dishonorable man
 63. Affirmative
 64. “__ and flows”

CLUES DOWN
  1. Bridge-building degree
  2. Expression of sorrow 

or pity
  3. Lizard species
  4. Turkish leader title
  5. A way to bother
  6. Blank
  7. A fine, closely woven 

cotton fabric
  8. Sports broadcaster Ian
  9. Popular whodunit board 

game
 10. Alkali flats mineral
 12. Large African antelope 
 14. It’s delivered most 

days
 19. Satisfy
 23. Water soaked soil
 24. Of a past era
 25. Chest muscle (slang)
 26. Ribonucleic acid
 27. Doctor of Education
 28. Coffee receptacle

 29. Where rockstars work
 34. International airport in 

Connecticut
 35. Russian river
 36. It’s used to make 

cabins
 37. OJ trial judge Lance
 39. A means to persuade
 40. Short poem
 41. A way to begin 

hostilities with
 42. Multi-function radar 

(abbr.)
 44. Joints
 45. Blatted
 46. Swedish rock group
 47. Millisecond
 48. __ podrida: Spanish 

stew
 51. Doctors’ group
 52. Trunk of a tree
 53. Tattle
 54. Metrical foot
 58. __ Angeles

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 8

small price to pay for the 
abundance of flowers you get 
at a time of year when most 
other plants are winding 
down.

I enjoy reminiscing, but I 
can’t think about it for very 

long or I’ll miss what is right 
in front of me; there is plenty 
blooming here, too.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held 
the position of staff horti-

culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

BELCHERTOWN – Quab-
bin Days (www.QuabbinDays.
org) returns for its second 
year over the October holiday 
weekend, Oct. 9 to 12, with 
a growing lineup of events 
and activities celebrating the 
communities, history, cul-
ture, businesses and natural 
beauty of the Quabbin Re-
gion.

Organized by the Friends 
of Quabbin, Quabbin Days 
is a regional celebration en-
compassing the 12 towns 
that make up the Quabbin 
Region. The goal is to encour-
age residents and visitors 
alike to explore the region, 
learn more about its history 
and natural resources, sup-
port local businesses and or-
ganizations, and experience 
the communities surround-
ing one of Massachusetts’ 
most important natural and 
cultural resources.

This year’s celebration is 
continuing to grow as busi-
nesses, libraries, historical 
organizations, museums, 

community groups and state 
agencies come on board with 
special programs and activi-
ties.

Among the new partner-
ships this year, Dean’s Beans 
Organic Coffee Company in 
Orange will produce a spe-
cial Quabbin Coffee blend for 
the month of October. The 
limited-edition coffee will be 
available only at participat-
ing stores within the Quabbin 
Region, providing another 
way for residents and visitors 
to support local businesses 
while celebrating the region.

Several libraries in the 
Quabbin Region will also par-
ticipate in a Quabbin Photo 
Contest, open to residents of 
all 12 Quabbin Region towns. 
The contest will invite res-
idents to share their own 
views of the landscapes, wild-
life, communities and char-
acter that make the region 
distinctive.

Quabbin Days will also 
receive statewide recogni-
tion this year, with Governor 

Maura Healey signing a res-
olution recognizing Quabbin 
Days and the importance of 
the Quabbin Region to Mas-
sachusetts.

Throughout the four-day 
weekend, visitors will find a 
wide variety of events spread 
across the region.

Historical societies will 
open their doors for special 
programs and open hous-
es, providing opportunities 
to explore the stories of the 
communities that surround 
the Quabbin Reservoir as 
well as those that were trans-
formed by its creation. On 
Sunday, October 11, the Swift 
River Valley Historical Soci-
ety will host a presentation 
on the “Rabbit Railroad,” the 
historic rail line that once ran 
through the Swift River Valley 
and served communities that 
existed before the construc-
tion of the reservoir.

The weekend will also in-
clude established communi-
ty events such as Stone Cow 
Brewery’s Harvest Fest (Sat-

urday and Sunday, Oct. 10 
and 11), giving visitors anoth-
er reason to make a day, or an 
entire weekend, of exploring 
the Quabbin Region during 
one of the most colorful times 
of the year.

Art and culture will be part 
of the celebration as well. The 
New Salem Museum of Fine 
Arts will offer free admission 
on Sunday during Quabbin 
Days, providing visitors an 
opportunity to explore the 
museum as part of their trav-
els through the region.

For those who want to ex-
perience the landscape itself, 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) will offer 
a series of guided walks at 
Quabbin Reservoir during 
the weekend. The programs 
will provide opportunities to 
learn more about the reser-
voir, watershed, wildlife, nat-
ural environment and history 
of the Quabbin.

These activities are just 
part of a growing calendar of 

programs planned through-
out the 12-town region. Ad-
ditional events and partic-
ipating organizations and 
businesses will continue to 
be added as Quabbin Days 
approaches.

Quabbin Days was 
launched in 2025 as a project 
of the Friends of Quabbin, a 
nonprofit organization ded-
icated to promoting the nat-
ural, cultural and historical 
significance of the Quabbin 
Region. The inaugural cele-
bration included more than a 
dozen events and participat-
ing organizations and was of-
ficially launched at the Quab-
bin Reservoir’s Les and Terry 
Campbell Visitor Center with 
members of the region’s state 
legislative delegation.

The concept behind Quab-
bin Days is intentionally re-
gional. Rather than creating a 
single festival in one location, 
the Friends of Quabbin en-
courages towns, businesses, 
historical societies, muse-
ums, libraries, conservation 

organizations, arts groups 
and other community or-
ganizations throughout the 
region to hold events and 
activities during the week-
end. Those events are then 
brought together and pro-
moted through a central 
Quabbin Days calendar.

The Oct. 9 to 12 weekend 
also coincides with what is 
traditionally one of the prime 
fall foliage periods in the 
Quabbin Region, making it an 
ideal time for visitors to ex-
plore its scenic roads, trails, 
small towns, historic sites, 
local businesses and cultural 
attractions.

Residents and visitors 
can find detailed informa-
tion about Quabbin Days 
events, participating organi-
zations and activities on the 
continually updated calen-
dar at  www.QuabbinDays.
org.    Businesses and orga-
nizations interested in par-
ticipating in Quabbin Days 
can also find information 
through the website.

Public invited to come celebrate Quabbin Days

 AGAWAM – September is 
National Library Card Sign-
Up Month. Everyone who 
stops by the library to sign up 
for a new library card, renews 
their existing card, or gets a 
replacement card will receive 
a small prize and will have 
the chance to add leaf to our 
library tree. Visit the Circula-
tion Desk today to get started.

Focus on your fitness at 
the library! Our series Qigong 
for Autumn will take place 
every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in 
the Clini Community Room 
through Dec. 14. Similar to 
tai chi, qigong is a standing 
practice that combines dy-
namic movements, breath-
ing techniques, and flowing 
meditations to ground and 
balance our energy for health 
and healing. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring a yoga 
mat and water bottle to class. 
No registration is required. 
Our Walking Group returns! 
Join librarian Kristen Frost 
on Saturday, Sept. 12 at 9 a.m. 
at Still Brook Park in Feeding 
Hills for a morning session 
of movement and motion. 
Registration is required so 
we know how many walkers 
to expect. Please note that 
this group will meet monthly 
through December.

Unleash your inner pirate 
with some swashbuckling 
sword fighting at the library. 
Led by instructor Martin Lee, 
SwordFit Health is full-body 
fitness through functional 
swordsmanship. Participants 
will practice guard posi-
tions, offensive and defensive 
movements, followed by a 
cool down with stretching. 
Padded and wooden swords 
are used for the exercise with 
light contact for demonstra-
tion.  The fitness movements 
will be done with wooden, 
polypropylene, or lighter 
foam  swords. Experience is 

not needed, just an eagerness 
and enthusiasm to embrace 
this unique fitness offering! 
This event will take place on 
Monday, Sept. 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Clini Community Room 
and registration is required. 

Join us on Friday, Sept. 11 
for The 25th Anniversary 
of 9/11: A Commemorative 
Film & Discussion. Held in 
collaboration with the 9/11 
Memorial and Museum, this 
program includes a 30-min-
ute film highlighting first-per-
son accounts of the attacks 
and their aftermath, and a 
live chat with Museum staff 
throughout the day. We will 
show the commemorative 
film at two different times – 
10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. – in the 
Clini Community Room, and 
each screening will be fol-
lowed by a discussion, allow-
ing attendees to reflect upon 
the tragic events that took 
place. Please register to at-
tend.

Are you interested in try-
ing your hand at embroidery 
but aren’t sure how to begin? 
Why not give it a try at the 
library? Join us on Thurs-
day, Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Clini Community Room 
for our Adult Craft Night: 
Hand-Embroidered Canvas 
Pouches. Using an online 
tutorial, we will work on em-
broidering a canvas zipped 
pouch, perfect to use as a 
back to school pencil case or 
as a small carrying pouch for 
make up or other necessities. 
The library will provide the 
materials for this craft as we 
work together to learn the 
various hand embroidering 
techniques. Registration re-
quired as supplies are limited.

Are you looking to get out 
on the trail, but aren’t certain 
where to begin? We’ve got you 
covered! Register to attend 
New England Hiking with 

Jeff Romano on Tuesday, 
Sept. 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Clini Community Room and 
learn about hiking opportuni-
ties throughout New England! 
This program will cover desti-
nations in all six states with a 
focus on itineraries featured 
in Jeff ’s latest guidebook, an 
updated edition to 100 Classic 
Hikes New England. Jeff will 
share advice, provide insights, 
and answer questions on how 
and where to plan your next 
hiking adventure. The pre-
sentation will also include 
information on New England 
wildflowers, birds, wildlife, 
history, and conservation 
success stories. Please regis-
ter to attend.

Come on out and meet 
your neighbors here at the 
library on national Good 
Neighbor Day. Drop by the 
Clini Community Room be-
tween 6 and 8 p.m. on Mon-
day, Sept. 28 for a host of fun 
activities and the chance to 
meet and mingle with other 
members of our community. 
We will have games, refresh-
ments, Agawam history and 
memories, photo ops, letter 
writing with PeopleChange-
People.org, and more! Wheth-
er you have lived in Agawam 
for many years or are new to 
the area, this is your chance 
to meet new people and get 
to know your neighborhood a 
little better. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring a non-per-
ishable food item for the com-
munity food pantry, Church 
Cupboard (of the Feeding 
Hills Congregational Church), 
another way to be a good 
neighbor. Drop in and get to 
know your community!

Join us for an Author Pre-
sentation Watch Party & 
Book Discussion about the 
2026 Massachusetts Great 
Reads title Nothing More of 
This Land: Community, Power, 

and the Search for Indigenous 
Identity by Joseph Lee. Partic-
ipants will receive a free copy 
of the book (while supplies 
last) and we’ll be hosting a 
watch party for a virtual Q&A 
with the author. To receive a 
free book, please visit the li-
brary Information Desk. The 
watch party and book discus-
sion will take place on Tues-
day, Sept. 29 from 5:45 to 7:30 
p.m.; please register to attend.

Our new semester for 
ESOL Classes (English for 
Speakers of Other Languag-
es) will run every Wednes-
day from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in 
the Peirce Conference Room 
from through Dec. 30 (exclud-
ing 11/11 and 11/25). This 
class is open to adult learners 
who are looking to improve 
their English in the areas of 
listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. This course will 
cover grammar, vocabulary, 
pronunciation, and various 
aspects of conversational 
English and is led by Instruc-
tor Giselle Rose-Burroughs, 
a former Berlitz Languages 
Instructor with extensive ex-

perience as an American En-
glish Language Coach. The 
fee for the semester is $20, 
and participants who attend 
13 of the 15 classes will be 
refunded their tuition. To reg-
ister, please contact Library 
Director Nancy Siegel at 413-
789-1550 x8855 or nsiegel@
agawamlibrary.org.

Our regular programs are 
a great way for folks to pur-
sue their interests or try out 
something new! Drop in for 
weekly Chair Yoga at 9:05 
a.m. on Wednesdays in the 
Clini Community Room. Tea 
& Trivia returns on Tues-
day, Sept. 15 at 6:30 p.m. and 
Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 2:30 
p.m. in the Clini Community 
Room. We’ll have a couple of 
rounds of both Jeopardy and 
pub-style trivia; the ques-
tions are the same for both 
sessions, so register for the 
time you prefer and join us 
for some fun! Are you a writer 
looking to connect with oth-
er writers? Register to attend 
our Writers Group hosted by 
author Katherine Anderson 
on Thursday, September 17th 

at 6PM in the Peirce Confer-
ence Room. 

This month’s Virtual Au-
thor Talk Series will have a 
riveting discussion on Tues-
day, Sept. 8 at 7 p.m. with mas-
ter storyteller Daniel Kraus, 
winner of the 2026 Pulitzer 
Prize for Fiction, to celebrate 
the release of his breathtaking 
new science fiction novel, The 
Sixth Nik. World-renowned 
master facilitator Priya Park-
er will discuss her ground-
breaking new book, The Art of 
Fighting: The Transformative 
Power of Conflict, on Tuesday, 
Sept 15 at 4 p.m. Join us for 
an energetic conversation on 
Thursday, Sept. 24 as we cel-
ebrate the joy of community 
and summer fun with Latin 
Grammy-winning musician 
Lucky Diaz, author of the 
sensational bilingual picture 
book, Paletero Man. There will 
be two sessions with Diaz: 
one in English at 7 p.m., and 
one in Spanish at 8 p.m.To 
register to attend any or all of 
these virtual talks, please call 
the library or visit libraryc.
org/agawamlibrary.

Activity heats up in September at Agawam Public Library

AGAWAM — Insider’s 
Travel Agawam has an ex-
citing lineup of upcoming 
adventures with a special 
focus on seniors. 

Learn more or visit us ev-
ery Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Agawam 
Senior Center located at 
954 Main Street, Agawam. 
Information about upcom-
ing trips is also available on 

the Senior Center bulletin 
board and at insiderstrave-
lagawam.com. 

Upcoming trips: 
•  Sept. 16: Choose be-

tween Boston Encore Ca-
sino or the New England 
Aquarium. 

• Oct. 7: Choose between 
Mystic Seaport or Mystic 
Aquarium plus shopping at 
“Old Mistick Village”. 

• Oct. 14: Almost Sold 
Out - The Great Fall Mys-
tery Trip. 

•  Nov. 17: Enjoy New 
York Radio City Music Hall 
Rockettes Christmas Spec-
tacular. 

• Dec. 15: Celebrate the 
season with Christmas in 
Newport. 

All ages welcome — but 
we cater to seniors.

Senior-friendly trips offered
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AGAWAM – Last week, 
Agawam High School girls 
soccer got their season off 
to a fair start with a win 
and a loss in their first two 
games. 

In their season opener at 
Chicopee Comprehensive, 
the Brownies shut out the 
Colts 2-0. Mena Stellato and 
Nawra Ahmed scored the 
goals for the Brownies while 

Kayleen Sullivan made 10 
saves for the shutout. 

Agawam was shut out 
by South Hadley 1-0 last 
Thursday at home to fall to 
1-1. 

Coming up, Agawam fac-
es rival Ludlow on Thurs-
day, Sept. 17 at 4 p.m. The 
Brownies are back home 
against Northampton at 4 
p.m. Tuesday afternoon.

Brownies girls soccer splits opening week

Bella Santaniello advances up the field for the Brownies.

Samantha Izzo goes after a 50/50 ball.

Alyssa Rondinelli looks to pass.

Gabriella Ramos gets ready to shoot.

Mena Stellato moves the ball to her left.
Victoria Papova clears the ball away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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AGAWAM – Last Friday 
night, Agawam High School 
football suffered a loss in its 
season opener to East Long-
meadow 34-7. 

The Brownies had trouble 

getting any major offense go-
ing during the first half, with 
East Longmeadow picking 
up steam in the second quar-
ter and jumping out to a 27-0 
lead. 

Agawam’s lone touchdown 
was scored by Gavin Cruz 
in the second half. Agawam 
hosts South Hadley in Week 
2 on Friday, Sept. 18 at 7 p.m.

Offensive struggles in 
season-opening loss

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Clockwise from above: 
Quentin Scafuri looks for an opening to run through.
Gavin Cardoza and Ronan Cullen try to pressure the East Longmeadow quarterback.
Domenick Pisano makes a pass attempt on the run.
Jeremiah Luckett heads to the left on a carry.
Gavin Cruz attempts a reception.

SportsSports
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Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Public NoticesPublic Notices
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1896EA

Estate of: 
Jean A Gendreau 
Also known as: 

Jean Albertha Gendreau 
Date of Death: 05/29/2026  
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Joseph P Gen-
dreau of Feeding Hills, MA 
and Bernadine L Ruell of Chi-
copee, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 

requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that 

Joseph P Gendreau of Feed-
ing Hills, MA and Bernadine 
L Ruell of Chicopee, MA be 
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/02/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 

further notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 03, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/17/2026

WINCHESTER, NH - 
Bouncing back from injury, 
rebounding from a wreck 
that destroyed his primary 
car, back in the champion-
ship form that has defined 
his more than three decades 
of action on the high banks of 
Monadnock Speedway, Todd 
Patnode won the Modified 
main event Saturday on Sept. 
5 at New England’s fastest 
quarter-mile oval.

It’s been a long time since 
Patnode entered the month 
of September still winless 
on the year but now he is 
back in form. Setting fast 
time in practice - 12.135 
seconds - and again in time 
trials - 12.319 this time - he 
led the last dozen laps of the 
night’s main event to park his 
Swanzey Oil open-wheeler in 
victory lane.

Limited Late Model star 
JD Stockwell, locked in a 
points battle with Robert 
Hagar, held off his champion-
ship rival to score his ninth 
win of the summer, and Pure 
Stock ace Michael Yeaton, 
who got a late start on the 
season so won’t figure in his 
division’s title chase, won for 
his sixth time.

Matt Robinson became 
the Pro V8 Sportsman’s first 
three-time winner of the 
2026 campaign Saturday, and 
Young Gun Dylan Stati con-
tinued to put up numbers 
unseen here since four-holer 
star Gordon Farnum went 
wild on the high banks half a 
decade gap.

Rookie Kyle Kenny sat 
on the pole as the All States 
Material Group 604 Modi-
fieds began their 40-lap main 

event. Kimmy Rivet was his 
row-one dancing partner.

Kenny led the first two 
laps, then giving way to Rivet, 
who set a fast pace through 
two restarts and ten laps be-
fore dropping out of the lead 
on lap 13. Tyler Leary, who’d 
surrendered the points lead 
on his wedding day a week 
earlier, then took over, with 
Andrew Brousseau glued to 
his bumper and the potent 
duo of Eddie Gomarlo and 
Todd Patnode close behind.

Patnode stormed into 
third on lap 19, second on 
lap 25, and then to the top 
spot three laps later. Once 
in front, he would not be 
denied. Leary finished two 
lengths back in second, and 
Brousseau was third. A late-
race charge brought Ben By-
rne up to fourth, and Ty Le-
Clerc raced home fifth.

Erik Smith was the ear-
ly leader in the Twin State 
Truck Services Limited 
Late Model feature, but the 
Hagar-Stockwell Express 
was coming fast. Hagar took 
charge on lap four, with 
Stockwell up to second the 
next time around.

The two raced nose-to-
tail the next dozen laps un-
til Stockwell lowlined to the 
front and held strong to win 
his ninth race of the season. 
With Hagar a close second, 
steady Hillary Renaud was 
third on the night, Smith 
raced home fourth, and Chris 
Lindquist rebounded from a 
trip to the pits for fifth.

Firing from row two, Mi-
chael Yeaton exploded into 
the lead on lap two of the 
Brattleboro Towing and Re-

covery Pure Stock feature 
and never looked back en 
route to his division-high 
sixth win of the season. Kyle 
Begos kept Yeaton in sight 
for most of the race but could 
never reel him in.

Hatfield, MA rookie Maya 
Bell ran strong all night to 
score her first career top 
three finish. Points leader 
Jimmy Zellman was fourth, 
and Markus O’Neil fin-
ished fifth. Rookie star Josh 
Brigham, victorious a week 
earlier, was driven into the 
backstretch wall on the final 
lap while running fourth, his 
car heavily damaged and his 
championship hopes taking 
a point hit.

Hot shoe Matt Robinson 
took the lead on lap ten of 
the Beck’s Automotive Pro V8 
Sportsman feature and never 
looked back en route to his 
division-high third win of the 
summer. Aaron Thompson 
came from the back to the 
front twice to finish second 
and stay atop the points pa-
rade.

Previous winner Chris 
Kingsley stayed in the hunt 
all night to race home third. 
Chris Emerson finished 
fourth, and Mikey Wolinger 
was fifth.

Pre-teen Dylan Stati con-
tinued his mastery of the 
Doug’s Auto Young Guns Sat-
urday, leading all the way as 
he stayed perfect on the sum-
mer with his 13th win in as 
many tries. Eli Elliott, in his 
second career race, was sec-
ond, Maeve Barry earned the 
third-place hardware, and 
newcomer Colton Pond was 
fourth. WORCESTER – The 

Worcester Railers Hockey 
Club (@RailersHC), proud 
ECHL (@ECHL) affiliate 
of the St. Louis Blues (@
StLouisBlues), and Head 
Coach & General Manager 
Nick Tuzzolino, announced 
today that the club has 
signed forwards Cole Don-
hauser and JC Campagna 
to ECHL contracts for the 
2026-27 season.

Donhauser, 26, comes to 
Worcester for his third pro-
fessional season. The Railers 
first signed Donhauser to 
his first full rookie season in 
2024-25 following 21 games 
split between the Idaho 
Steelheads and Green-
ville Swamp Rabbits of the 

ECHL, and Coventry Blaze 
of the EIHL in 2023-24.

During the 2025-26 sea-
son with the Railers, Don-
hauser recorded 27 points 
in 68 games played, finish-
ing tied for third in games 
played for the team. As a 
rookie during the 2024-25 
campaign, the 6’0”, 190lb 
forward played in 71 games 
for Worcester, which was 
tied for third-most on the 
team. He had 29 points 
(10G, 19A) in the 2024-25 
season along with a -6 rat-
ing and 92 penalty minutes. 
Donhauser led all rookies 
in the ECHL in shorthand-
ed points with five (2G, 3A). 
His three assists were first 
among rookies as well.

Campagna, 33, signs in 
Worcester for his 10th pro-
fessional season. The Dal-
las, TX native appeared at 
Worcester Railers training 
camp ahead of the 2025-26 
season before playing in 
three games for the Utah 
Grizzlies, where he record-
ed one assist.

The 6’4”, 205lb forward 
played in 214 games in the 
ECHL across nine seasons 
with ten different teams, 
notching 147 points (77G, 
70A) along with 151 penalty 
minutes. Campagna spent 
parts of the past two sea-
sons in Europe, playing for 
HC Presov of Slovakia, EHC 
Freiburg of DEL2, and HC 19 
Humenné of Slovakia2.

WESTFIELD — Bridge-
water State first-year QB 
Jayden Barber (Harwich, 
Mass./Dennis-Yarmouth) 
threw for 208 yards and 
three TD’s and ran for 97 
more yards to lead the Bears 
to a 34-28 win over West-
field State in the Owls home 
opener and the MASCAC 
opener for both schools at 
Alumni Field on Saturday 
afternoon.

Bridgewater improves to 
2-0 on the season and 1-0 in 
the MASCAC, while West-
field is now 0-2 and 0-1 in 
the league.  

Barber’s big day offset a 
strong performance from 
Westfield State first-year 
WR Malachi Hymes (Hart-
ford, Conn/East Hartford) 
who caught three passes 
for 72 yards and a pair of 
TD’s, ran the ball twice for 
52 yards, and returned three 
kickoffs for a total of 103 
yards.

The two teams traded 
scores in the first half, with 
Barber throwing a pair of 
TD passes (36 and 20 yards) 
to Jay Comeau.  Westfield 
responded with a 1-yard 
run from Manny Mengata 
(Tewksbury, Mass.) that tied 
the game 7-7, then Owls QB 
Quinn Sumner (Dayville, 
Conn./Killingly) lofted a 
33-yard scoring strike to 
Hymes to tie the game 14-
all after Andrew Currier’s 
(Attleboro, Mass./Foxboro) 
point after kick with 1:12 

left in the first half.
The Bears snatched the 

lead back from the Owls 
with a quick scoring drive, 
boosted by a pass inter-
ference penalty.  Barber 
found Emanuel Pope (S. 
Berwick, Me./Portsmouth) 
with a 39-yard TD toss with 
24 seconds left in the half 
to lead 21-14 at the break.  
Bridgewater doubled up on 
the lead with a 2-yard TD 
plunge from Oscar Weah 
(East Providence, RI) mid-
way through the third quar-
ter to lead 27-14 after Coo-
per Harvey’s (Schenectady, 
NY/Niskayuna) PAT try was 
wide.

Westfield got a short field 
to work with late in the third 
quarter after a Bears fumble 
was recovered by Westfield 
LB Nick Gauger (Westfield, 
Mass.) at the BSU 35-yard 
line.  Sumner capped the 
5-play drive with a 5-yard 
TD run after a fake handoff 
that fooled everyone in the 
stadium, allowing him to 
scamper into the endzone 
on the right side.

Bridgewater boosted the 
lead back to 13 on their first 
drive of the fourth quar-
ter, cashing in on an inside 
handoff to Andrew Clout-
man (Hanson, Mass./Whit-
man Hanson) for a four-
yard TD run off the left end, 
and led 34-21 after Harvey’s 
kick.

The two teams traded 
series before Westfield an-

swered with a nine-play, 
99-yard scoring drive, with 
Sumner hitting Hymes over 
the middle with Hymes 
darting into the endzone 
at the left pylon to trim the 
lead back to 34-28 with 2:59 
left, but the Bears were able 
to grind out the clock to end 
the game.

Sumner finished 7-18 
passing for 149 yards and 
two TD’s for the Owls.  Men-
gata led the Owls ground 
game with 61 yards rushing.   
Andrew Lovell (Barnstable, 
Mass.) made 15 tackles to 
lead Westfield, with Aydan 
Verba (Albany, NY/Colonie 
Central) making 14 stops, 
and Josh Marino (Ludlow, 
Mass.) 11.  Tedi Hunt (Little-
ton, Mass.) had four tackles 
and an interception.

Barber led the Bears 
rushing game, with Poe 
snaring five catches for 
85 yards and a TD.  Jorge 
Aquino (Bergenfield, NJ) 
led Bridgewater with 12 
tackles, with Mathew Piper 
(Townsend, Mass./N. Mid-
desex) adding eight.

Bridgewater outgained 
Westfield, 497-317 on the 
afternoon.  Westfield stays 
home to host Dean Col-
lege next Saturday, Sept. 19 
with a 2 p.m. kickoff as part 
of Family and Champions 
Weekend.   The Bears travel 
to Plymouth State the same 
day for a noon start.

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
High School field hockey 
team scored a 1-0 shutout 
in the season opener on 
the road at Westfield High 
School. The Brownies got 
the lone goal of the game in 
the third quarter as Bridget 
Loughlin took a touch from 

Olivia Govoni. The score 
held up as Stella Christopher 
made three saves to pick up 
the shutout win.

Agawam followed with a 
3-0 loss at Frontier Regional 
High School to go to 1-1. The 
Brownies had one last road 
game earlier this week at ri-

val Longmeadow before fi-
nally having its home opener.

Their home opener is 
scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 
17 against Southwick at 4 
p.m. The Brownies also host 
East Longmeadow on Mon-
day, Sept. 21 at 4 p.m.

Patnode grabs Modifieds win Owls football falls in season opener

Worcester Railers announce new signings

Brownies grab shutout in opener

AGAWAM – Thanks to 
everyone who purchased 
raffle tickets for our Summer 
Fun Raffle in August. We had 
a record number of entries 
which helped purchase food 
and litter for our cats. 

We received a $150 travel 
certificate from First Choice 
Tours, Inc. of South Deer-
field. Check out their site to 
choose from fall and holiday 
day trip. We will sell raffle 
tickets for $20 each through 
Sept. 20. Contact informa-
tion is below.

We are incredibly grateful 
for the response to our ap-
peal for help with supplies. 
We have received packages 
at the professional office at 
532 Springfield St. (at the 
corner of Cleveland St.) in 
Feeding Hills and at the 

Agawam Public Library. 
Please include your name 
and contact information for 
acknowledgment. Financial 
donations have arrived by 
check at P.O. Box 174, Feed-
ing Hills 01030 as well as 
PayPal and Venmo.  

Thank you to those who 
donated in late July and 
the August:  Teresa Barba-
to, John Murphy, Ida and 
Bob Shultz, Ken Kurowski 
and Irene Fisher, Mary Kir-
wan, Judith Clini, Joanne 
Lamson, Deb King, Patricia 
Pappathan in memory of 
Smokey Reynolds, Patricia 
Chraplak, Judith Roberts, 
Jeanette Landrie, Debo-
rah Hasty, Glen Birk, Kar-
en and Mike Dolan, Denise 
B, Lynn Eaton, Cheryl and 
Carl Kaufman, Christofer 

Sadowski, Susan Brandon, 
Dan and Sarah in memory 
of their kitty, Wendy Hollis, 
Lyle Denit, Sheila Kida in 
memory of Betty, Elayna La-
likos, Lydia Klimczuk, Crys-
tal Mengele and, as always, 
our wonderful monthly 
sponsors.

Feline Friends Inc. is a 
community-based, nonprof-
it sanctuary that does not 
discriminate against any cat 
based on age, gender or dis-
ability.

More information about 
our sanctuary may be found 
on our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Face-
book page at Feline Friends 
Cat Sanctuary. Contact us 
with questions at info@
felinefriendsinc.org  or by 
phone at 413-786-5019. 

Feline Friends holding travel raffle

SportsSports
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
NAME BRAND WOODWORKING 
TOOLS. Planer, joiner, shop dust collec-
tor, sanders, table saw, drill press, biscuit 
joiner. Leave message. 413-433-9581.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN SPRINKLERS 
LLC. Need sprinkler repairs or complete 
system check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable 
service without big company prices. Call 
413-279-4122 to set up an appoint-
ment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881. 

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 
413-218-2321

AzureGreen.net seeks dynamic sales-
person. In-person (Middlefield, MA) M-F, 
40-hour flexible. $20/hr +bonus.  Magical 
interest/ expertise preferred. 

Email qualifications to: 
Tamarin@azuregreen.com

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR SALE
DUPLEX FOR SALE AT 

812/814 EAST STREET LUDLOW.  
Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1 
½ baths, private basements, gas heat and 
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with 
nearby schools and close access to the 
highway. The house needs cosmetic up-
dates. Property is being sold strictly in 
AS_IS condition.

Priced accordingly $425,000. 
Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HOUSE FOR RENT
 IN DOWNTOWN MONSON. 

3 bedroom/1bath.
 No pets. No smoking.
$ 1850.00 per month. 

Call 413-478-4120 or 413-237-0417

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Highlight 
Your Achievement 
with a Business Profile 
in the Turley Newpaper 
of your choice for only

$139
AD COPY DEADLINE

October 1st
Please provide us with:

a photograph & 
approx. 150 word bio.

Call Your Turley
Sales Representative Today!

T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N S  C E L E B R A T E S

DAN FLYNN
413-297-5886

dflynn@turley.com

BUSINESS
Women in 

October 14-16, 2026

Add an additional paper of 
your choice for only $99.

Dr. Ana Serrenho is the owner of POP Orthodontics, located in Post Office Park in Wilbraham. Dr. Ana is a Wilbraham resident and grew up in Ludlow. She completed her dental training and orthodontic residency at Boston University. In addition to her private practice, she is a faculty member at NYU Langone, where she teaches pediatric dental residents. She has been recognized by the Massachusetts Dental Society and the Massachusetts Association of Orthodontists.
POP Orthodontics recently celebrated its first anniversary, and our team looks forward to continuing our mission of providing convenient, comfortable and conservative treatment.  We offer both traditional braces and Invisalign, as well as interceptive treatments such as expanders. We use the latest in dental technology and offer daytime and evening appointments. We are excited to be able to provide a locally-owned option for orthodontic care to the community! 

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570www.mypoportho.com

Wilbraham Times
https://qrfy.io/r/Ub7gCaGmEU

Book 
Your

Consult 
Today!

5.25" x 9" ad

en who serve in this pro-
fession know the cost, and 
they know their duty. And 
they knew their duty that 
day, and they performed it 
without question, without 
hesitation. Not everyone’s 
like that. It’s important to 
recognize, remember and 
honor the people that lost 
their lives and their work to 
save so many,” Sirois shares 
with us.

Mayor Christopher John-
son explained why remem-
bering what happened Sep-
tember 11 is so important.

“Because if one forgets 
history, you’re doomed to 
repeat it,” Johnson said. “It’s 
important that young peo-
ple that weren’t here and 
didn’t experience what hap-
pened on 9/11, not only the 
bad, but the good that hap-
pened as a result, get, you 
know, get taught by those 
that were how important it 
was and how important it is 
to everyday life.”

The memorial was in-
stalled in 2002 in front of the 
Agawam Fire Department 
headquarters on Main St. 
Since then, Agawam, like 
many cities and towns, has 

held a remembrance cere-
mony every year on Sept. 11 
to honor those who sacri-
ficed and lost their lives in 
the attacks in New York City, 
Washington, D.C. and the 
plane that crashed in Penn-
sylvania that did not reach 
its intended target.

“People lost their lives 
working there peacefully 
and people lost their lives 
trying to save other peoples 
lives,” said City Councilor 
George Bitzas, who designed 
the monument. “We should 
appreciate what the fire-
fighters and the police do.

9/11  ❚   from page 1

what they can in a way that 
is not going to shell shock 
students. Because there’s a 
lot of graphicness to what 
happened that day. Having 
events like this, you know, 
you hope that it will bring 
younger people in to who 
might be curious about 
it. I think maybe not until 
they’re older and they’re 
learning more recent his-
tory.”

The library is a great 
place to present things like 
this film and refer to such a 
major event in history.

“One thing that I feel 
strongly of is that the li-
brary is an extension to 
the community of infor-
mation,” Frost said. “And 
when I found out that the 
9/11 Museum and Memo-
rial was offering this pro-

gram option, it’s a way for 
us to bring the museum 
to the people of Agawam, 
in a sense. Because many 
people who were here to-
day have never been to that 
museum. So, this is an en-
try point where they can 
kind of ask questions or see 
a little bit about the kind of 
information the museum 
collects and then presents 
as part of the visitor’s expe-
rience. And if we can part-
ner with museums around 
the world to bring it to the 
community of Agawam, I’m 
willing to do that. I think 
that’s a wonderful way for 
people to experience their 
library and beyond.”

At each viewing, there 
were books for all ages set 
out in the community room 
for attendance to check 
out. 

LIBRARY  ❚   from page 1

They also encouraged 
parents to have discussions 
with their children around 
E-Bike safety as an addi-
tional preventative mea-
sure. 

They emphasized that 
the police cannot be every-
where at once enforcing 
E-Bike safety. To keep chil-
dren safe, the parents have 
to do their part as well. 

“It’s up to the parents 
themselves to sit down and 
talk to their little one and 
tell them the consequences 
of speeding and riding on 
sidewalks,” Councilor Rob-
ert Rossi said. “Someone is 
going to get hurt or worse.”

The council wants to en-
sure that parents are also 
informed on this issue so 
they can accurately watch 
out for danger with E-Bikes. 
Therefore, they discussed 
forming an education com-
mittee to get word out. 

“I think part of the is-
sue is a public education 
issue[...] we should create 
a committee to get the ed-
ucation to the parents and 
to the students,” Councilor 
Christine Rickmon said. 

Rickmon suggested 
utilizing PowerSchools or 
other communication to 

ensure that as many fam-
ilies as possible in Aga-
wam would be informed of 
E-Bike safety. 

The councilors agreed 
that part of the issue is that 
parents may simply be un-
aware of how easy it can be 
to modify E-Bikes to a dan-
gerous degree, which al-
lows their children to make 
these changes without rais-
ing parental concern. 

“We need to get that ed-
ucation out so the parents 
understand these certain 
triggers that will make red 
flags come up,” Councilor 
Anthony Suffriti said. “We 
need to get them some ed-
ucation for sure.”

Suffriti mentioned that 
it can cost as little as $30 to 
modify an E-Bike so it can 
reach dangerous speeds. 
He hopes that if parents are 
better informed, they can 
take action to stop their 
children from risking their 
lives with E-Bike modifica-
tions. 

If the order gets passed, 
the council plans to send 
information on the ordi-
nance and E-Bike safety 
over to Superintendent 
Sheila Martin so she can 
distribute it to all families 
of Agawam Public Schools.

E-BIKES  ❚   from page 1

economy. 
The council discussed 

how high taxes are in Mas-
sachusetts and they felt that 
this resolution could help 
support a change in this tax-
ation. 

However, Hendrickson, 
Rossi and Sandlin raised 
concerns about the tip as-
pect of this resolution. They 
did not feel it was fair that 
tipped workers who make 
the same as salaried work-
ers would wind up with 
more funds in their pockets 
due to this tax cut. 

“Two people making the 
exact same amount of in-
come should not be taxed 
differently just because one 
of it is tips and one is sala-
ries,” Hendrickson said. 

Councilor Anthony Rus-
so agreed with this point, 
he did not feel that the tax 
on tips should be altered. 
He did, however, agree that 
overtime wages do not de-
serve the level of taxation 
they receive. 

“Once you hit eight hours 
of overtime, your check 
drastically drops,” Russo 
said. “So now you are away 
from your family for hours 
[...] for a small amount.”

Moreover, some council-
ors raised concerns about 
the loss of revenue for the 
state this cut on tax would 
create. 

According to Rossi, Bea-
con Hill estimates that the 
tax cut will result in a loss 
of about $660 million for the 
state. 

“I have a real issue with 
cutting $660 million in tax 
revenue,” Hendrickson said. 
“We’re talking about 1% of 
the entire state budget that 
we would be cutting with 
this. The idea that we can 
cut $600 million and have 
no repercussions whatsoev-

er on anything that operates 
here is a fantasy land.”

Hendrickson, Sandlin 
and Rossi were all con-
cerned that the cut would 
result in a loss of local aid, 
which could lead to prob-
lems in schools and public 
services. 

Other councilors argued 
that the state could make up 
for the revenue elsewhere. 

“The commonwealth has 
programs that are outside 
of [local aid] that they can 
take a look at to further pad 
its coffers,” Councilor Dino 
Mercadante said. “I am sure, 
without affecting local aid, it 
can be done.”

Additionally, they felt 
that the additional money 
that would go to the workers 
would wind up going back 
into the local economy. 

“If you get more, then you 
spend more,” Mercadante 
said. “It’s like a snowball ef-
fect.” 

With workers taking 
home more funds, they 
would be able to spend more 
money as well. Mercadante 
mentioned that this mon-
ey would then go back into 
sales tax, which would also 
go back to the state. 

Therefore, Mercadante 
was skeptical if the state 
would truly lose $660 mil-
lion from this tax cut, as he 
felt that the money would 
come back in other ways. 

With this in mind, the 
council voted and passed 
the resolution 8-3. 

Ultimately, this resolu-
tion is merely a statement of 
the council’s support of this 
idea. The final decision will 
come down to state legisla-
tors.

“More than 20 states 
have introduced legislation 
to eliminate or reduce state 
taxes on tips, overtime or 
both,” said Councilor George 
Bitzas.

TIPS  ❚   from page 1

Left: The raising of the flag 
during the ceremony.

Above: Mayor Christopher 
Johnson and Agawam Fire 
Chief Alan Sirois.

Right: The September 11 
memorial, showing the 
pentagon building at the base 
of the flag pole.
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