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Griffin’s Friends bring COLOR to AHS
By Quinn Suomala 

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Griffin’s Friends, a 
charity group dedicated to helping 
children with cancer and their fam-
ilies, held a color run at Agawam 
High School on Saturday, Sept. 16. 

Griffin’s Friends is an organiza-
tion dedicated to serving families 
in the area who have a child with 
cancer. It started in 1998 in hon-
or of Griffin Kelleher and has only 
continued to grow since then.

They try to bring ease and mo-
ments of joy to families that other-
wise may not get them. 

“The tagline is bringin mo-
ments of joy to courageous kids, 
that’s always been our mission,” 
Agawam High School Principal 
James Blain said. 

They have a play deck at Bay-
state Medical Center, which fami-
lies there have access to, as well as 
gift certificates to games like the 
Thunderbirds or the Yard Goats, 
or to places in Boston if they need 
treatment there. Parents can get 
messages or their nails done. 

 They also hold different events 
throughout the year, such as pro-
viding families with holiday din-
ners. 

“For Thanksgiving we provide 

Water main break did not affect town
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Many residents 
of Agawam received an alert on 
Sept. 12 warning them about 
their drinking water and telling 
them to boil any water before 
use. However, this issue did not 
affect the area of Agawam. 

A major water main break 
occurred off of St. James Avenue 
in Springfield, causing a tempo-
rary pressure loss to some parts 
of the distribution system. This 
resulted in insufficient water to 
maintain safe water pressure 
and reliable service in parts of 
the Springfield Water and Sew-
er Commission distribution sys-
tem. 

The concern was that this 
loss of pressure could result in 
bacterial contamination of the 
water. 

The Massachusetts Emer-
gency Management Association 
sent out an alert to commu-
nities that buy water from the 
Commission so they would be 
aware of the issue.

However, while the alert did 
inform the communities in dan-
ger of contamination, it also 
alerted several communities 
that were not in danger, Aga-
wam included. 

DPW Superintendent Mario 
Mazza assured residents that 
their water was not in any dan-
ger.

“Where we are in the system, 
we were not affected as we are 
close to where it is generat-
ed from the mountain and the 
break was on the other side of 
Springfield, so I think they ruled 
out that there could be any kind 
of contamination this far from 
where the break was,” he said. 

Mazza believes that the 
reason residents received the 
alert, despite not being affect-
ed, was simply because parts 
of Agawam do purchase water 
from the Commission and that 
MEMA had alerted everyone in 
their system.

“I believe MEMA was noti-
fied of this and they were the 
ones who issued the call to 
everyone’s phones and I think 

anybody who buys water from 
the Commission was notified,” 
Mazza said. “Agawam buys wa-
ter from the Commission, so 
Agawam was notified.”

Mazza also stated that if 
Agawam water was in danger, 
they would be sure to alert res-
idents through any means nec-
essary.

“There would be media cov-
erage specific to Agawam, we 
have that internal reverse 911 
call, we would reach out on our 
website, we would reach out 
through a robocall, we would 
reach out on social media–ev-
ery which way we could get the 
message out we would get the 
message out and be specific to 
who is affected,” Mazza said. 

If any Agawam resident is 
not signed up for Agawam’s 
emergency notification system, 
they should go to https://www.
agawam.ma.us/145/Sign-Up-
For and sign up immediately. 

For any Agawam residents 
who work or know someone 

Mayoral candidates 
to appear at meet and 
greet before primary

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Candidates for 
public office will be available 
to meet and greet residents at 
an event hosted by the Agawam 
Public Library.

The first meet and greet is an 
opportunity to meet the candi-
dates for mayor and city coun-
cil. This event will be held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 26 from 6 to 8:30 
p.m.

The second meet and greet 
will be for the candidates of the 
school committee. This event 
will be held on Thursday, Oct. 5 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

So far, several candidates 
have confirmed their atten-
dance. For the city council, 
George Bitzas, Susan Dawson, 
Thomas Hendrickson, Dino 

Mercadante, Gerald Smith, Pe-
ter Smus and Anthony Suffriti 
are expected to attend. Mayoral 
candidates Cecilia Calabrese, 
William Clark and Christopher 
Johnson are also planning to at-
tend on the event. 

For the school committee, 
Catherine McDougal and Mi-
chael Perry have confirmed their 
attendance as of press time.  

These events will be held in 
the style of an open forum. Each 
candidate will get their own 
table for them to display their 
signs and put out any other 
items or information they want 
attendees to have access to. 

“Each candidate will have 
their own table where they will 
be able to talk to anyone who 
comes into the event,” Library 
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Samantha Izzo, Maya Gingeruha, Victoria Papova and Talia Oliveira ready for the run.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

COLOR

Even as participants began one of the final corners of the run, they were still being 
coated in colors. 

Volunteers from Agawam coated the students in color as they ran the color run.
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ACAA makes donation to 
Agawam Historical Society

AGAWAM – Ceil Rossi, President of the 
Agawam Community Artists and Artisans, 
presented Agawam Historical Associa-
tion, President Sue Scantlen and Treasurer 
Kathy Krause a donation for the Thomas 
Smith House in Feeding Hills.

The donation was from a workshop that 

was conducted by instructor Loretta Mede-
rios.  Members of the group each painted 
a picture in acrylic of the famous Thomas 
Smith House in Feeding Hills.

For further information please email 
Ceil Rossi at tocarefree2@hotmail.com or 
call (413) 207-1247.

Agawam Cultural Council 
seeks funding proposals

AGAWAM – Proposals for communi-
ty-oriented arts, humanities, and science 
programs due by Oct. 17.

The Agawam Cultural Council has set an 
Oct. 17 deadline for organizations, schools, 
and individuals to apply for grants that sup-
port cultural activities in the community. 

According to Council Spokesperson 
Les Tingley, these grants can support a 
variety of artistic projects and activities 
in Agawam -- including exhibits, festivals, 
field trips, short-term artist residencies, or 
performances in schools, workshops, and 
lectures. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is part of 
a network of 329 Local Cultural Councils 
(LCCs) serving all 351 cities and towns in 
the Commonwealth. The LCC Program is 
the largest grassroots cultural funding net-

work in the nation, supporting thousands 
of community-based projects in the arts, 
sciences, and humanities every year. The 
state legislature provides an annual appro-
priation to Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency, which then allocates funds to each 
community. 

This year, the Agawam Cultural Council 
will distribute approximately $25,000 (ex-
act amount not yet determined) in grants. 
Last year the Agawam Cultural Council 
distributed $23,000 in grant funds for 37 
projects. 

For information about the Local Cultur-
al Council Program, and Grant Application 
process, visit the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council website: https://massculturalcoun-
cil.org/communities/local-cultural-coun-
cil-program/application-process/.
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Clean energy incentives forum hosted at Westfield State University Sept. 24
WESTFIELD – The Pioneer Valley Li-

brary Collaborative and Voices for Climate 
are pleased to announce the keynote event 
for Climate Preparedness Week, Sept. 24 to 
30. On Wednesday, September 27, the pub-
lic is invited to the Clean Energy Incentives 
For All Forum at Westfield State University. 
The Forum’s goal is to highlight state and 
federal incentives for homeowners, renters, 
businesses, municipalities, nonprofits and 
individuals to cut costs by shifting to clean 
energy sources, move away from fossil fuel 
use and thus assist Massachusetts in the 

transition to a greener, low-carbon econo-
my.

Clean energy financial incentives exist 
in the form of rebates and tax credits for in-
dividual consumers, businesses and com-
munities. Everyone can reduce long-term 
energy costs while benefiting, in the short 
term, from rebates, tax credits and oth-
er incentives, as they install solar panels, 
purchase new or used electric vehicles, buy 
energy efficient appliances or otherwise re-
duce their greenhouse gas emissions. The 
Forum is designed to educate the general 

public on how to access these federal and 
state tax-based incentives that are avail-
able for implementing cleaner means of 
heating and cooling, transportation, ener-
gy efficient appliances, and whole-building 
energy efficiency. 

This September 27th free forum will 
take place in Wilson Hall at Westfield State 
University. There will be a reception with 
light refreshments beginning at 5:45 p.m. 
during which clean energy resources and 
information will be exhibited. The forum 
presentation will begin at 6:30 p.m., fol-

lowed by a Q&A segment.
Registration is required for this event. 

The registration link can be found on the 
websites of each of the member libraries. 
Interested members of the public who are 
unable to attend may watch the forum over 
livestream on Facebook, or through the re-
corded video available approximately two 
weeks after the event through member li-
braries’ websites.

 Any questions about the event may 
be directed to John Meiklejohn at jmi-
serve183@gmail.com or call 413-348-2848.

AGAWAM – Members of the Catholic 
Women’s Club of Agawam will pray the 
Rosary on Tuesday, Oct. 10, at St. John the 
Evangelist Church, 833 Main St. 

The living rosary will begin at 6 p.m. 
Members should arrive by 5:30 pm. Re-

freshments and the club’s monthly business 
meeting will follow in the parish center. 

All Catholic women living in the  Aga-
wam/Feeding Hills or who are members of 
the town’s Catholic parishes are welcome to 
attend this special devotion of the Rosary.

Catholic Women’s Club will pray 
the Rosary at St. John’s Oct. 10 

Author O’Boyle is leading a retreat
AGAWAM – Author, international 

speaker, and EWTN television Host, Don-
na-Marie Cooper O’Boyle, will lead a half 
day retreat at St. John the Evangelist Par-
ish, Saturday, Oct. 28, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.The event will take place in the par-
ish center at 833 Main St.

O’Boyle will present  eucharistic his-
tory and teaching, and share secrets from 

many devoted saints. O’Boyle’s books and 
DVDs will be available for purchase and 
autographing.

The cost is $35 per person if registered 
and paid by Sept. 28, or $45 per person 
from Sept. 29 through Oct. 28. Register 
online at StJohnAgawam.com, or call the 
parish office Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., 413-786-8105.

Sacred Heart Parish events
FEEDING HILLS – The Blessing of the 

Animals will be hosted at Sacred Heart 
Parish on Saturday, Oct. 7 at 10 a.m., in 
honor of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
Please keep all pets on a leash or in crates 
so they do not disturb other animals. Chil-
dren who are unable to have a live pet may 
bring their stuffed animals for a blessing 
also. If you have any questions, please con-

tact Deacon Brian Hunt at 413-786 8200. 
The St. Martha’s Guild is hosting it’s a 

Junk in your trunk tag Sale on Saturday, 
Oct. 21, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Parish. This event will take place in 
the parking lot, rain or shine. The fee is 
$25.00 per car or truck. For more informa-
tion, please contact Joanne at 413.998.3454 
or email at jjcappa@aol.com.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Northeast Center for Youth and Families 

is an Intensive Foster Care Agency 
working with children 

who have been abused or neglected. 
NCYF is looking for people to 

open their homes to children who need 
a safe and nurturing home environment.

NCYF Provides:
$1500 sign on bonus
Specialized Training

24 hour on-call support
Weekly Case Manager Support

Weekly Tax Free Stipend up to $1300
Supportive Team Environment

Please call Tony at (413) 575-8545
or Tanya at (413) 588-8831 
with questions or to apply.
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Westfield State University presents conversations
WESTFIELD – On Wednesday, Sept. 27, 

Westfield State University will host a “Con-
versation with Values Practitioners,” an 
evening dedicated to celebrating the work 
and life stories of individuals who, through 
the practice of values, build inclusive com-
munities, inspire more equitable institu-
tions, and contribute to a more just world.

Featured speakers include Janine 
Fondon,Chair of Undergraduate Com-
munications at Bay Path University, and 
exhibit curator; Rhonda Anderson, an Iñu-
piaq-Athabascan woman from Alaska and 

Commissioner on Indian Affairs in West-
ern Massachusetts; and Ben Boyd, Senior 
Vice President of Global Communications 
at Peloton.

In bringing together community mem-
bers across the diversity spectrum, in-
cluding identity, thought, talent, and lived 
experience, the program will recognize 
and appreciate that identities are intercon-
nected, celebrate the equity and inclusion 
efforts by faculty, staff, and students, and 
encourage opportunities for continued ac-
tion.

Following the speaking program, 
the “Voices of Resilience” exhibit will be 
launched at Westfield State’s Arno Maris 
Gallery. The display panels will showcase 
the stories of women and men who have 
worked to create change as well as untold 
narratives that reframe history. The exhibit 
will represent these achievements both vi-
sually and through inclusive storytelling. A 
panel is dedicated to Dr. Linda Thompson, 
the president of the University.

The speaking program will run from 
4:30 to 5:45 p.m. and take place in the 

Scanlon Banquet Hall followed by the ex-
hibit opening and its reception in the Arno 
Maris Gallery, which runs from 6 to 7 p.m. 
and is located on the second floor of the 
Ely building. Both are free and open to the 
public.

Sponsors include the University’s Office 
of Human Resources, the Office of the Pres-
ident, the Values Working Group, the Eth-
nic and Gender Studies Department, and 
numerous collaborators throughout cam-
pus. External sponsors include the Mass 
Cultural Council and Peloton.

WSU Foundation to hold auction
WESTFIELD – As part of the Westfield 

State University’s four-day Homecoming 
Celebration, “Lights, Camera, Homecom-
ing!” which takes place Oct. 12 – 15, the 
Westfield State University Foundation will 
be hosting its first ever online auction to 
support scholarships, programs, and oth-
er direct student needs.

The auction will run Oct. 11 through 
Oct. 16 and will feature items including 
Westfield State University experiences, 
concert and sports tickets, arts and crafts, 
and more.

Heather Witalisz, Westfield State Foun-
dation Fundraising Committee chair said  
“This auction is a great opportunity to 
highlight the tremendous assets of West-
field State University with auction items 
from its talented faculty and staff. Our 
community has been incredibly generous, 
and we hope this first annual online auc-
tion will be a fun and exciting way for the 
community to support the needs of West-
field State students.”

For more information, please visit 
westfieldalumni.org.

Girl Scouts to welcome 
hundreds of girls to Ninth 
Annual ‘Geek Is Glam’ event

HOLYOKE – Hundreds of middle 
school girls and dozens of high school 
girls will convene at Worcester Poly-
technic Institute Saturday, Oct. 14, to 
celebrate science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics at the Girl Scouts 
of Central and Western Massachusetts 
Geek Is Glam STEM Event and it’s not 
too late to participate.

The day-long interactive STEM con-
ference for girls in grades 4 through 12 
is hosted by Girl Scouts of Central and 
Western Massachusetts and WPI with 
over 60 area education and adventure 
collaborators. Participants will be ex-
posed to some of the area’s top scientific 
and engineering minds as they engage in 
the hands-on aspect of exploration and 
discovery while they build, explore, as-
semble and imagine.The day kicks off at 
9 a.m. with Keynote speakers Daisha Ra-
mos-Ortiz, WPI freshman and five-time 
Geek Is Glam participant and Ms. Mas-
sachusetts 2023 Chelsea Vuong.

Participants will spend the day in in-
teractive workshops, demonstrations, 
and hands-on exhibits presented by: 
Cummings School of Veterinary Med-
icine at Tufts University, The Discov-
ery Museums, New England Sci-Tech, 
UMass Amherst Polymer Science and 
Engineering, WCVB Channel 5 Boston, 

Sub Zero Nitrogen Ice Cream, and New 
England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill. 
From Mystic Aquarium to morse code, 
from rainbows to robots, girls will be 
engaged in interactive activities, games 
and displays.

For more information and to register 
go to https://www.gscwm.org/en/dis-
cover/activities/special-events.html or 
call 413-584-2602. The fee is $45 per girl 
in grades 4-8 and $50 per girl in grades 
9-12 and includes lunch, snacks, a Geek 
is Glam t-shirt, drawstring backpack, 
and an exclusive Geek is Glam patch. 
Financial assistance is available. No pre-
vious Girl Scout experience necessary to 
attend. Registration closes Sept. 18.

New legislation introduced to 
help prevent pipeline disasters

WASHINGTON – Sen. Edward J. Mar-
key (D-Mass.), chair of the Senate Envi-
ronment and Public Works Subcommittee 
on Clean Air, Climate, and Nuclear Safety 
and a member of the Senate Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, today introduced the Penalizing 
and Improving Prevention of Emergencies 
Act. This legislation would close loopholes 
and lift barriers so the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Administration can better pro-
tect communities from pipeline accidents 
and disasters and ensure companies are 
held accountable for wrongdoing. The 
introduction falls on the anniversary of 
the Merrimack Valley gas explosions on 
Sept. 13, 2018, which resulted in the death 
of 18-year-old Leonel Rondon, dozens of 
injuries, damage to more than 100 struc-
tures, and thousands of homes left with-
out natural gas service for months.

“It’s been five years since the Columbia 
Gas explosions devastated the communi-

ties of Lawrence, Andover, and North An-
dover. The Merrimack Valley is still heal-
ing. The family of Leonel Rondon is still 
grieving,” said  Markey.”We must continue 
making progress by delivering stronger 
protections and allowing our federal regu-
lators to make swift, effective safety stan-
dards. Federal regulators should have all 
the tools they need to hold bad actors ac-
countable-not be held hostage by industry 
interests.”

Last month, Markey applauded PHM-
SA’s announcement of a Notice of Pro-
posed Rulemaking  to improve safety re-
quirements for natural gas distribution 
pipelines. In 2020, Markey’s Leonel Ron-
don Pipeline Safety Act, which was co-
sponsored by Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
(D-Mass.) and Sen. Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.) and led by Rep. Lori Trahan 
(MA-03) and Rep. Seth Moulton (MA-08 in 
the House, became law and strengthened 
emergency response and safety standards 
for natural gas distribution pipelines.
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Director Nancy Siegel said. “They will 
be there representing themselves and 
speaking to the members of the public 
that come.”

Attendees will be able to go up to each 
candidate and ask any questions they 
have. 

There are no scheduled formal ques-
tion and answer sessions or speeches, so 
anyone interested in attending can drop 
by at any point during the events and not 
have to worry about missing anything. 

Additionally, light refreshments will 
be provided for anyone in attendance. 

This is not the first time the library 
has held an event like this. They held 
something similar back in 2017, accord-
ing to Siegel.

They are hosting these events again 
due to the large number of candidates for 
the upcoming election. 

“With so many candidates and so 
many openings for the ballot we thought 
it would be a good idea to have the public 
come in, meet all the candidates and have 

a chance to speak with them,” Siegel said. 
The library looks forward to hosting 

these events. They give the community a 
chance to come out and get to know their 
candidates before they have to vote. 

“We live in a democracy, people need 
the opportunity to fully participate and 
this gives the public a chance to meet all 
the candidates in one place at a conve-
nient time and location,” Siegel said. 

Additionally, at the first event on Sept. 
26, residents will also be able to register 
to vote. The deadline to register to vote in 
the preliminary election, which is sched-
uled for Oct. 10 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., is 
Sept. 29. 

The library staff encourages every-
one in the community to come to these 
events. The hope is that by hosting them 
at the library, the events will be easily ac-
cessible to anyone interested. 

“We [the library] are a place that most 
people know in the community,” Siegel 
said. “People know where we are, we 
have evening hours, we’re accessible and 
it seems like an ideal place to be able to 
host an event like this.”

who lives in Springfield or Ludlow, the 
Commission has since retracted their 
alert. Residents no longer need to boil 

their water as the water main break has 
since been isolated and pressure to the 
system was restored. The Commission 
tested the water and confirmed that there 
was no bacterial contamination. 
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Holyoke Community College 
fall session II classes to start 

HOLYOKE – Prospective students 
have two more chances to sign up for 
classes at Holyoke Community College 
for the fall 2023 semester. 

Fall session II classes begin Monday, 
Sept. 25, and run for 12 weeks.

Fall session III classes begin Monday, 
Oct. 30, and run for seven weeks.

Full fall semester classes at HCC (14 
weeks) began Tues., Sept. 5. All fall se-
mester classes conclude by Dec. 21.

Students who enroll for HCC’s flexi-
ble fall start dates have the opportuni-
ty to take a variety of courses both on 
campus and online in anthropology, 
biology, business administration, com-

munication, culinary arts, economics, 
English, English as a Second Language, 
geography, human services, Latinx 
Studies, law, management, marketing, 
math, nutrition, music, psychology, 
sociology, Spanish, and veterinary and 
animal science.

The HCC Admissions and Advising 
offices are located on the first floor of 
the HCC Campus Center and are open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. (4:30 p.m. on Fridays).

For more information, please con-
tact HCC Admissions at 413-552-2321 
/ admissions@hcc.edu or visit online at 
hcc.edu.
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Guest Column

For the last couple of weeks, I have been ea-
gerly observing a garden spider in one of my 
flower beds.  It is so beautiful.  

Spider foes might balk at that particular choice 
of words.  But if the shoe fits, wear it! 

This spider is indeed a beauty.  Over an inch 
long, yellow and black in color and attached to an 
intricately woven web, the spider on guard, waiting 
for unsuspecting prey. 

Many years ago, when I grew flowers that were 
members of the Celosia genus in a big cut flower 
garden, it seemed this particular spider was a fre-
quent visitor.  I haven’t seen one like it in a few 
years.  

Lo and behold, she’s attached to some plumed 
celosia, doing her thing. Read on to learn more 
about a real hero, garden style!

Helpful friends in the garden

The Massachusetts Audubon Society reported 
a rare sighting of an American white pelican 
at Big Pond in Otis. 

The white pelican winters along the Florida and 
Gulf Coast. It breeds in the western part of Canada 
and the United States. It is 62 inches long, white 

with a large orange-yellow bill and throat pouch. In 
flight, the trailing half of the wings are black. 

The immature is similar to the adult, but the bill 
and throat pouch are gray and the wing markings 
are brown not black. The immature plumage is 
kept for three to four years.

These pelicans feed while swimming, dipping 
the bill into the water to catch fish in its pouch. 
They often feed in small groups where they herd 
fish toward shallow water to make facilitate catch-
ing the fish. 

The female lays one to three white eggs in a nest 
that is a slight depression on bare ground or on a 
mound of earth, brush stems and debris. They of-
ten nest colonially on large inland lakes. 

The American white pelican is one of the larg-
est birds in North America. It can soar for long dis-
tance and often flies in line or V formation. During 
breeding season, they may do flights involving 
soaring and diving. They are generally quiet away 
from their breeding grounds. The young in the nest 
can give loud whines or grunts. 

Bald eagle
An Oakham couple camped with family mem-

bers at Lake Dennison over the Labor Day week-
end. They spotted a bald eagle while kayaking. 
Upon returning to shore, their son was looking at 
a bird perched in a tree and said it was a bald ea-
gle. They took turns watching the eagle through the 
binoculars.

Will opening a joint 
account affect my 

disabled father’s “SSI?”
 

Dear Rusty
I live in Michigan and my senior dis-

abled father lives in rural Kentucky. His 
income is part Social Security and part 
disability. I talked to a local credit union 
near his home and explained I would 
like to open a joint account. They said as 
long as he comes in with his ID it’s pos-
sible. 

My question is will adding money to 
our joint account affect his SSI and dis-
ability? 

Signed: Caring Daughter

Dear Caring Daughter 
First, I need to clarify that there are 

two types of disability programs admin-
istered by the Social Security Admin-
istration – Social Security Disability 
Insurance and Supplemental Security 
Income. The acronym “SSI” normally re-
fers to “Supplemental Security Income,” 
which is a benefit for disabled senior 
adults and children, who have very little 
income and very few assets. 

“SSI” is not Social Security income; 
rather it is a general benefit program 
jointly administered by the Social Se-
curity Administration and the State 
in which your father lives. In contrast, 
Social Security Disability benefits are 
earned from working and are not affect-
ed by the recipient’s assets, as are “SSI” 
benefits. 

From what you’ve written, I assume 
that your father may have a small Social 
Security retirement benefit (because he 
has reached his full retirement age and 
SSDI isn’t available after full retirement 
age) and he is also receiving Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI) disability ben-
efits. 

If this is the case, although your fa-
ther’s Social Security retirement benefit 
would not be affected by opening a joint 
account at the credit union, his Supple-
mental Security Income disability bene-
fit likely will be. 

As co-owner of the joint account, 
your assets would count towards your 
father’s “SSI” asset limit and your assets, 
as well as any “in kind” assistance you 
otherwise provide, would likely put your 
father over the SSI income/asset eligi-
bility limit and result in his SSI benefits 
being terminated.

So, although the credit union may be 
willing to open a joint account for you 
and your father, I’m afraid that would re-
sult in your father losing his SSI benefits, 
leaving him with only his small Social 
Security retirement benefit. 

You may wish to review the SSI eligi-
bility information at this link: www.ssa.
gov/ssi/eligibility or you could contact 
the Social Security Administration and 
ask to speak with someone experienced 
with Supplemental Security Income 
matters. 

For clarity, “SSI” assistance is jointly 
administered by the Social Security Ad-
ministration and each State’s Human 
Services department, and assistance 
available varies somewhat depending on 
the recipient’s state of residence. Thus, 
since your father lives in Kentucky, you 
might also contact that state’s human 
services agency to discuss your options 
for providing remote assistance to your 
father without jeopardizing his Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI) benefit: 
www.chfs.ky.gov/Pages/contact.aspx.

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
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This garden spider, an Agriope, is a helpful friend to 
gardeners. SUBMITTED PHOTO

American white pelican
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Watch for money-flipping scams
Money-flipping cons have long 

been  popular on Instagram and Twitter. 
But as TikTok’s popularity grows, so do 
the con artists. Watch out for this Tik-
Tok scam, which promises to turn a few 
hundred dollars worth of cryptocurrency 
into thousands in no time. BBB is seeing 
many new reports in BBB Scam Tracker re-
lated to this money-flipping scam. Here’s 
what you need to know.

How the scam works
You are scrolling through TikTok when 

you see a video showing a pile of cash. The 
creator says they earned the stack of mon-
ey by investing in cryptocurrency in just a 
few days. You may not know much about 
cryptocurrency, but this “investor” can 
help you get the same kind of return for 
a modest fee. Better yet, they have a 100% 
guarantee they can triple your money in 
less than a week.

They will be polite and professional 
when you contact the supposed investor, 
likely through WhatsApp, Telegram, or an-

other messaging app. They will ask you to 
send money – usually a few hundred dol-
lars – through a digital wallet service like 
PayPal, Zelle, or Venmo. They may even ask 
you to purchase the cryptocurrency and 
send it to them. Then, they “invest” their 
money in the stock market, which alleged-
ly starts multiplying immediately.

As always, the scam isn’t what it seems. 
When you try to get your money back, the 
scammer will claim you must pay fees. At 
first, these amounts may seem harmless. 
Since your few hundred dollars now turned 
into a few thousand, what’s the harm in 
spending a couple hundred in fees, right?

Scammers try to extend this con for 
as long as possible to get as much money 
as possible. They may ask for fees several 
times, always promising you will get much 
more back than you spend. If you question 
them, they may resort to scare tactics, tell-
ing you that if you don’t pay, you’ll miss out 
on the giant return or that they can take 
legal action. Unfortunately, any money you 
send will end up in the scammer’s pockets. 

You won’t be getting a return on your in-
vestment, and you won’t be getting your 
initial deposit back either. 

How to avoid money-flipping scams 
• Use good judgment.  Get-rich-quick 

schemes and investments guaranteed to 
give you a huge return are nearly always 
scams. If an offer sounds too good to be 
true, it probably is.

• Do your research. Before you contact 
someone through TikTok or another social 
media platform, look up their name, phone 
number, and company name (if they have 
one) online. You’ll likely find complaints 
online about it if they have conned others.

• Don’t give into scare tactics.  If an 
“investor” contacts you, they may try to 
convince you the investment will only 
work if you act right now. Or, if you’ve al-
ready sent them funds, they may threaten 
you with legal action if you don’t pay their 
fees. In any case, don’t give in to scare tac-
tics. Recognize them as the hallmarks of a 
scam.

• Understand how digital wallet ser-
vices work.  Treat any money you send 
through a digital wallet service like cash. 
Once you send the money, there will be 
little you can do to get it back if you were 
scammed. Using these apps only with peo-
ple you know and trust is best.

This particular garden spider goes by 
the name of Argiope (rhymes with calli-
ope).  Besides its brilliant color, other dis-
tinguishing characteristics include a large, 
egg-shaped abdomen, three claws on each 
foot, and a foot wide (or larger) web that 
has a zig zag band of silk called “stabilimen-
ta” running through its center.  

The argiope makes its home in most of 
the lower 48 states, Mexico and Central 
America as far south as Costa Rica.  It pre-
fers sunny areas among flowers, shrubs and 
other tall plants to construct its web.  

If weather permits, the female spider will 
construct and repair her web both day and 

night and will remain there unless food is 
scarce, or disturbances are frequent.  Males 
generally roam in search of a mate, and 
when they find one will sometimes build a 
small web nearby to begin courtship.  

Although their vision is rather poor, 
males get their intentions across by pluck-
ing and vibrating the females’ web.  

Once mating is complete, it is presumed 
that males die.  Females produce up to 
three brown egg sacks, each one containing 
300-1,400 eggs.  

The sacks are positioned close to mom, 
nearby her resting position in the center of 
the web.  

Unfortunately, she will die prior to or as 
a result of the first hard frost, and although 

her eggs will hatch within the sack they 
do not emerge until spring.  In warmer cli-
mates the female argiope may live for sev-
eral years.     

As with all spiders, the black and yel-
low garden spider is carnivorous.  Its orb-
shaped web will capture all sorts of flying 
insects, including aphids, flies, grasshop-
pers, and even wasps and bees.  

Amazingly, she can bring down prey 
nearly twice her size thanks to a venomous 
bite that immobilizes its victims.  We need 
not worry about this spider.  

Although it is large, it bites only when 
harassed, and reportedly, its venom poses 
no threat to humans.  In fact, the argiope is 
a valued predator of grasshoppers in Amer-

ican rangelands.  
The spider will be fun to watch as the 

season progresses.  
I have to admit I am a little sad that she 

won’t survive the winter.  I will have to be 
on the look out for her egg sacks.  

Nature is just amazing.  Be sure to stop 
and admire the spiders every now and then 
and smell the roses, too!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line. 

Lots of wild turkeys
Seeing wild turkeys along the side of 

the road or even having to stop while they 
cross the road is a common occurrence in 
my travels around the area. This Monday, 
I stopped and watched a flock of six or so 
Tom turkeys. The three largest ones dis-
played their tail feathers in what looked 
like a competition between them. 

Although wild turkeys are a common 
sighting now, I enjoy watching them. I also 
see flocks of several hens with their poults 
in various stages of growth.

Hummingbirds
The ruby throated hummingbirds are 

now migrating. Many people keep their 
nectar feeders out until later this month 
for a food source for the stragglers. Soon, 
it will be time to take in the nectar feeders, 
clean them and put them away until next 
May when the ruby throated humming-
birds return.

Audubon society sightings
In addition to the American white pel-

ican in Otis, the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society reported another rare sighting a 
masked booby at the edge of the continen-
tal shelf near Hydrographer Canyon. The 

booby was one of only three or four sight-
ings ever recorded in Massachusetts.

Other sightings included red crossbills 

at Montague Plains Wildlife Management 
area, eight red crossbills at the Birch Hill 
Wildlife Management Area in Winchendon, 
four sandhill cranes Meadows Conserva-
tion Area near Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Northampton, and upland sandpiper, 
a whimbrel, a Baird’s sandpiper, a short-
billed dowitcher, a dickcissel and two lark 
sparrows in Northampton. Also reported 
were a Bonaparte’s gull and a common tern 
at the Quabbin Reservoir Visitor Center in 
Belchertown and three black vultures over 
Mount Wachusett in Princeton.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of cat
6. Weaponry
10. Western Christian 

Church service
14. Significant eruption of 

pustules
15. Baltic nation
17. Start of American 

holiday season
19. Unhappy
20. Maintains possession of
21. Metrical foot of one 

long and three short 
syllables

22. Mountain pass
23. Vestments
24. Type of dish
26. Escaped quickly
29. Zoroastrian concept of 

holy fire
31. Wings
32. Political action 

committee
34. Touches lightly

35. Stood back from
37. Philippine Island
38. Popular winter activity
39. Type of amine
40. Small freshwater duck
41. Filled with love
43. Without (French)
45. Vetch
46. Swiss river
47. Describes a sound
49. Sign language
50. Hair product
53. Have surgery
57. Quality of being 

imaginary
58. Far-right German party
59. Drove
60. Former French coin of 

low value
61. Hard, durable timbers

CLUES DOWN
1. Body art
2. Middle East military 

title

3. Actor Pitt
4. Container
5. Speak incessantly
6. Relating to algae
7. Jacob __, journalist
8. Rock TV channel
9. Boat’s cargo
10. Most wise
11. Within
12. Chinese industrial city
13. Scotland’s longest 

river
16. Not capable
18. Footwear
22. Savings account
23. Capable
24. Vaccine developer
25. Tax collector
27. Fencing swords
28. Native religion in 

China
29. Promotional materials
30. A shot in a film 

production
31. Afflict in mind or body

33. A passage with access 
only at one end

35. Breathing devices
36. Employ for wages
37. Kids’ TV channel 

(abbr.)
39. Popular Boston song
42. Made amends
43. Selling at specially 

reduced prices
44. Atomic #18
46. With fireplace residue
47. Unleavened cornbread
48. Draw out
49. Southwestern Alaska 

island
50. Where the Pyramids 

are
51. People of Nigeria
52. Smaller quantity
53. Destroy the inside of
54. City
55. Chivalrous figure 

(abbr.)
56. No (Scottish)

ed with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 

Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

GARDEN  ❚   from page 4

BACKYARD   ❚   from page 4
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Ruby throated hummingbird

Red crossbill

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 9
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Bingo with 
Boomer at 
senior center

AGAWAM – In celebration of 
Grandparents day the Senior cen-
ter had Bingo with Boomer from the 
Thunder birds. Boomer brought spe-
cial prizes and smiles to everyone.

  
LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS 

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

USDA INSP. $229
lb

SALE DATES: 9/21/23-9/27/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI

TURKEY PASTRAMI............$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAKS ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
VARIETY PACK

CUT UP CHICKEN 15 LB BOX ......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS ....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 16/20 COUNT 

COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ............. ea

$399
ea

USDA INSP. HÄAGEN-DAZS

CHOCOLATE DARK CHOCOLATE 
MINI ICE CREAM BARS 11.1 OZ ...

$1399
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI LAND O’ LAKES
SHARP CHEDDAR 
AMERICAN CHEESE .........

$399
lb

$1899

BEEF 
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF

STRIPLOIN

69¢

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$699

$335

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF SKIRT STEAKS .........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKENS .................. $249
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$499
lb

$667
lb

$499
lb

$989
lb

CUT 
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

American Legion POST 185
478 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills

(413) 301-0944

COUPON COUPON✁ ✁

SEPTEMBER EVENTS
Monday - Starting 9/11 Open for Football with 50¢ Wings

Tuesday - Music Bingo 7-10pm
Wed. - Karaoke - Henry 7-11pm

Thursday - Karaoke - DJ PaPo 7-10pm
Friday 8th - Shovelhead 7-11pm

16th - Paul’s Music Show 7-11pm
22nd - Murphy’s Law 7-10pm

29th - Faith Rheault Acoustic 7-10pm
Saturday - Open

Sunday - Starting 9/10 for Football 1-6pm

FREE BASKET OF FRIES WITH PURCHASE
Expires 9/30/23

JUNK REMOVAL
ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS

1/2 The Price of Big 1-800 Co.
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950

BUY / SELL QUALITY FIREARMS
www.culverinefirearms.com

(413) 789-7466

1325 Springfield Street #7
Feeding Hills, MA 01030

FIREARMS
CULVERINECULVERINE

Propane • Heating Oil • Fireplaces
Heating • Hot Water • HVAC • Generators

Service Plans • 24-Hour Emergency Service

Visit our Hearth Showroom to see working fireplace displays!

OIL • SERVICE
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
500•514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

Depend on State Line for Your Comfort

Explore endless 
fireplace 

possibilities

Visit our Hearth Showroom  
to see working fireplace displays!

StateLinePropaneOil.com
     Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478 

Propane • Heating Oil • Fireplaces • Heating • Hot Water 
HVAC • Generators • Service Plans • 24-Hour Emergency Service

OIL/AC — 413-998-0090
PROPANE — 413-998-0080
500•514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT

Depend on State Line for Your Comfort

Black
Ornage PMS 144

Explore endless 
fireplace 

possibilities.

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser

Boomer and Bingo Winner Joan Presz Boomer and Assistant Director Kristina Lynch.

Boomer and Ruth Gillan. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

TJO craft fair to be held Sept. 30
SPRINGFIELD – The annual 

Pawzaar Craft Fair is a signature 
event for the Foundation for TJO 
Animals. The event will be held 
in the parking lot of the  Thomas 
J. O’Connor Animal Control and 
Adoption Center on  Saturday, 
Sept. 30 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

It is a local craft fair that at-
tracts some of the Pioneer Valley’s 

finest crafters, along with hun-
dreds of animal loving patrons.

Proceeds go directly to the 
medical care and treatment for 
Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Con-
trol and Adoption Center animals 
in need. More information is avail-
able on  www.tjofoundation.org, 
by emailing  info@tjofoundation.
org or by calling 413-306-5161.
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AGAWAM – Last Friday 
night, Agawam football made an 
impact, scoring early and often 
in a 38-6 win. 

A rarity in high school foot-

ball, Agawam’s scoring opened 
with a field goal by Benjamin 
Tokarev. They were able to then 
stop Holyoke’s offense and kept 
their momentum going with an-

other score. 
Holyoke’s offense struggled 

for a second straight week as 
they dropped to 0-2. Agawam 
improved to 2-0 for the season.

Brownies draw with Lancers
AGAWAM – Last Thursday 

afternoon, Agawam field hockey 
battled Longmeadow to a 0-0 tie. 
The Brownies are 1-0-2 to start 
the season. Agawam defeated 
West Springfield 3-0 in the season 

opener and tied Frontier Regional 
0-0 early last week. 

The Brownies had a big game 
with Minnechaug earlier this 
week then face Greenfield on the 
road on Sept. 22 at 4 p.m.

Brownies 
take care of 
Mt. Greylock

AGAWAM – Andrew Regni-
er and Dawwood Atanane each 
scored for Agawam in a 2-0 win 
over Mt. Greylock last Monday 
night. Ben Lang made six saves in 
picking up the shutout for Agawam. 
Agawam is out to a 2-1-1 start.

Patrick Keating looks to make a pass.

Vinny Rodier follows through on a 
throw-in.

Andrew Regnier goes for the header.
Zach Sarrazin tries to head off his opponent to the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Brooke Dwyer winds up for a long pass. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Sarah Kriebel focuses on making the play 
on a loose ball.

Kyra Benard tries to force the ball up the 
middle.

Alexina Lentes makes her way up the 
field after recovering the ball on defense.

Tessa Ebreo fights to gain possession of 
the ball.

Football team out to 2-0 start

Benjamin Tokarev kicks off for the Brownies.

Caleb Phillips makes a tackle.

Three Brownies combine for a tackle. The Agawam offensive lines makes their blocks.

Cole Ingham tries to avoid a tackle.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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SportsSports
Westfield State University girls get big win

WESTFIELD –  Westfield State junior 
forward Delaney Parker (Orange, Mass./
Mahar HS) notched her 52nd career goal 
to set the Owls’ career goals record in a 
5-0 win over Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy in a Massachusetts State Col-
legiate Athletic Conference women’s soc-
cer match at Alumni Field on Saturday 
afternoon.

Westfield, the defending conference 
champs and picked first in the league’s 
pre-season poll, looked the part as they 
outshot Buccaneers 28-0 in the first half, 
and 37-1 in the match.  The Owls improve 
to 3-3, 1-0 MASCAC.       Mass Maritime is 
now 0-4, and 0-1 in the league.

Parker’s record-setter was the Owls 
fifth goal of the first half, as she scored on 
PK after the Owls Ryan Moran was tak-
en down from behind while attacking the 

goal in the 42nd minute.
Parker’s shot was just off the left side 

of Buccaneers starting goalkeeper Brady 
Deschamps (Brewster, Mass./Nauset).

It feels great,” said Parker. “I could tell 
the shots I was taking earlier were just 
me in my head.  I was thinking ‘I need to 
get it’ but I was just off.”

The crowd surged with excitement for 
each Owls scoring chance for Parker, but 
she delivered a couple of shots high over 
the cross bar in the early going.

“Even the PK wasn’t great,” she said, 
throwing up her hands. “But it went in, 
and now it’s over with.”

Westfield made sure the game was 
over by the half.

Tia Tollis (East Longmeadow, Mass.) 
put the Owls on the board in the eighth 
minute with a nice header off of a corner 

kick from Jaida Cochran (Middleboro, 
Mass).     Kiana Maratsuka (Mililani, Ha-
waii) delivered a pair of goals, both on 
feeds from Parker, and Kiana Patel (Nai-
robi, Kenya) talled her first collegiate 
goal with an assist from Maratsuka as the 
Owls got out to the big early lead.

The Owls peppered Deschamps with 
28 total shots as she made 11 saves in 
the first half.     Reagan Kerecz (Tolland, 
Conn./Ethel Walker School) played be-
tween the pipes for the Bucs in the sec-
ond half and came up wth six saves to 
keep the Owls off the board in the second 
frame.

Westfield used 26 players including 
two goalkeepers.     Kayla Santucci (Aga-
wam, Mass.) didn’t face a single shot in 
the first half in getting the win, and Mi-
chaella Monchecchi (Winsdor, Mass./

Wahconah) came out of the net to play a 
wide shot from Deschamps, who played 
in the field in the second half, late in the 
game on the only serious incursion into 
Owls territory for the Buccaneers.

Parker now has 52 goals, one more 
than Owls hall of famer Sandy (Pinto) 
Graham ’97.  Parker shares the team lead 
with Maratsuka with five goals each this 
season. Parker led NCAA D3 in goals with 
31 as a freshman and added 16 in her 
sophomore season.

Westfield State was playing its first 
home game of the season after starting 
with four straight on the road.  The Owls 
travels took them from Gorham, Maine 
to Cortland, N.Y. while playing schools 
from Maine, Massachusetts, New York 
and Pennsylvania.   Westfield traversed 
1,114 miles in facing those four foes.

Bonsignore adds Riverhead 
Raceway win at crucial time

RIVERHEAD, N.Y. – Saturday night’s 
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour race at 
Riverhead Raceway came down to the 
final five laps, with the two champion-
ship contenders battling it out to the 
finish. 

At the checkered flag, Justin Bon-
signore scored his 11th career River-
head Raceway victory, tying Mike Ewan-
itkso for the most all-time at the New 
York bullring. The win was also his 40th 
career in NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour competition and fifth of the 2023 
season. 

Bonsignore is one of just four drivers 
in the history of the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour to win 40 events. He is 
currently just two wins behind tying Ted 
Christopher for third on the all-time list.

With the win, Bonsignore took over 
the points lead over Ron Silk with just 
three races remaining in the season. Silk 
finished third on Saturday after the two 
battled down the stretch. 

“Tying Mike Ewanitsko has been 
a goal of mine since I was fortunate 
enough to start winning races here on 
the Whelen Modified Tour,” Bonsignore 
said. “I wish he was here tonight, but I’m 
sure I will get something funny in texts 
later tonight. It was a heavyweight fight 
for sure tonight. This is an awesome 
event that everyone here puts together 
to keep racing going on Long Island and 
honor Ed Partridge. The momentum 
has been on our side lately - onto North 
Wilkesboro in two weeks.”

The next event on the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour schedule is set 
for Saturday, Sept. 30, as the series 
heads to North Wilkesboro Speedway, 
one of the most historic tracks in NA-
SCAR history. For more information on 
three-time NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour champion Justin Bonsignore, vis-
it JustinBonsignore.com and follow his 
Athlete page on Facebook for the latest 
news and updates from the track.

Springfield Thunderbirds 
start hockey season Oct. 14

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thun-
derbirds, the proud AHL affiliate of the St. 
Louis Blues, today announced their slate of 
promotions and theme nights for the 2023-
24 season, presented by MGM Springfield. 
The T-Birds will host 36 home games from 
October to April inside the MassMutual 
Center.

The Calder Cup quest begins on Satur-
day, Oct. 14 for Opening Night presented 
by MGM Springfield. In the team’s annu-
al tradition, fans will be treated to a pre-
game Block Party on the property of MGM 
Springfield from 4:00 - 6:00 PM presented 
by Community Bank N.A. with the support 
of the Springfield Business Improvement 
District (BID). The outdoor bash will fea-
ture live music, food, and drink. Thunder-
birds fans will have the opportunity to 
get their hands on a plethora of giveaway 
souvenir items this season, beginning on 
Opening Night with jersey-shaped rally 
towels on each and every seat at the Mass-
Mutual Center.

“On the heels of a record 15 sellouts last 
season, we are continuing to aim higher 
to ensure the Thunderdome remains a de-
finitive home-ice advantage for our team,” 
said Thunderbirds President Nathan Costa. 
“Our fans will always remain our number 
one priority, and this year’s promotions 
and theme nights reflect that, as there truly 
is something in it for everybody. We cannot 
wait to get another unforgettable season 
underway.”

Fans interested in attending Opening 
Night can take advantage of a value offer 
with the purchase of a Dunkin’ Opening 
Night Pack, which starts at $100 in the De-
fense Zone, $115 in the Attack Zone sec-
tions and $130 in the Center Value Zone 
sections. Fans who purchase a pack will 
receive: two (2) tickets to Opening Night 
on Oct. 14; four (4) vouchers redeemable at 
any regular season game in 2023-24 (sub-
ject to availability); one (1) T-Birds hat; a 
Dunkin’ gift card; and one (1) Single Day 
Big E admission*. 

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Holiday EventHoliday Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your holiday 
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
Holiday Dazzler 

Supplement which 
publishes Nov. 15th.

Deadline for submissions isDeadline for submissions is
October 16thOctober 16th

Community 
Holiday Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 
the Agawam Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a pub-
lic hearing at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St., 
Agawam, MA on Monday, 
October 23, 2023 at 6:30PM 
for all parties interested in 
the request of Christina & 
Nathaniel Ehle, who are seek-
ing a Special Permit from 
Chapter 180-23 (K) of the 
Town of Agawam’s Zoning 
Ordinances, to allow for the 
keeping of chickens at the 
premises identified as 82 
Northwood Street.

Doreen A. Prouty
Chairperson

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

09/21, 09/28/2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Hampden, s.s.
TRIAL COURT OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH
SUPERIOR COURT 

CASE NO. 2379CV-00383
CHARLENE DEGRAY and 
TOD A. DEGRAY, 
Plaintiffs
vs.
E T H E L  E .  ( S M I T H ) 
SLATER, deceased, her heirs, 
assigns and successors in 
interest
KENNETH EARL SMITH, 
deceased, his heirs, assigns 
and successors in interest 
ELEANOR GERTRUDE 
ROGERS SMITH, deceased, 
her heirs, assigns and succes-
sors  in interest

LEWIS E. SMITH, deceased, 
his heirs, assigns and succes-
sors in interest
S H E R R I L E E  S M I T H 
WHITMAN, deceased, her 
heirs, assigns and successors 
in interest, 
ELLIS SHANE BRAGDON, 
deceased, his heirs, assigns,
GERALDINE ELLA SMITH 
HERSOM, deceased, her 
heirs, assigns and successors 
in interest,
ANITA LOUISE SMITH 
EVERETT, deceased, her 
heirs, assigns and successors 
in interest,
JEAN D. EVERETT RICH 
JOHNSON, deceased, her 
heirs, assigns and successors 
in interest, 
Defendants

ORDER OF NOTICE
This case came on to be 

heard upon the motion of 
the Plaintiffs, praying for an 
Order of Notice and there-
upon consideration thereof it 
is 

Ordered and Adjudged 
that an order of notice issue 
to said Defendants, ETHEL 
E .  ( S M I T H )  S L AT E R 
d e c e a s e d ,  K E N N E T H 
EARL SMITH, deceased, 
ELEANOR GERTRUDE 
ROGERS SMITH, deceased, 
LEWIS E. SMITH, deceased, 
S H E R R I L E E  S M I T H 
W H I T M A N ,  d e c e a s e d , 
ELLIS SHANE BRAGDON, 
deceased,  GERALDINE 
ELLA SMITH HERSOM, 
deceased, ANITA LOUISE 
SMITH EVERETT, deceased, 
JEAN D. EVERETT RICH 
JOHNSON, deceased, their 
heirs, devisees, assigns and 

successors in interest, by 
publishing an attested copy 
of this order once each week 
for three consecutive weeks 
in the Agawam Advertiser, a 
newspaper published in the 
Town of Agawam at least 
fourteen (14) days before the 
19th day of October next, and 
that said defendants deceased, 
theirs heirs, assigns, legal rep-
resentatives and successors in 
interest do cause their writ-
ten appearance to be entered 
and their written answers or 
other lawful pleadings to be 
filed in the office of the Clerk 
of said Court at Springfield 
in said County of Hampden 
on or before the 19th day of 
October next. 

If ETHEL E. (SMITH) 
S L AT E R ,  d e c e a s e d , 
KENNETH EARL SMITH, 
deceased ,   ELEANOR 
G E RT RU D E  RO G E R S 
SMITH, deceased, LEWIS 
E .  S M I T H ,  d e c e a s e d ,  
S H E R R I L E E  S M I T H 
W H I T M A N ,  d e c e a s e d , 
ELLIS SHANE BRAGDON, 
deceased,  GERALDINE 
ELLA SMITH HERSOM, 
deceased, ANITA LOUISE 
SMITH EVERETT, deceased, 
JEAN D. EVERETT RICH 
JOHNSON, deceased, their 
heirs, devisees, assigns and 
successors in interest, fail to 
do so, judgment by default 
will be taken against you for 
the relief demanded in the 
complaint. 

Unless otherwise pro-
vided by Rule 13 (a) your 
answers must state as a 
counterclaim any claim you 
have against the Plaintiffs, 

Charlene DeGray and Tod A. 
DeGray, which arises out of 
the transaction or occurrence 
that is the subject matter of 
the Plaintiffs’ claim or you 
will thereafter be barred from 
making any such claim in any 
other action.

By the Court: 
Jane Mulqueen, Esq.

Entered: September 6, 2023
Attest: 

William Walsh
Asst. Clerk/Magistrate

09/21, 09/28, 10/05/2023

TOWN OF AGAWAM
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING
T h e  A g a w a m  C i t y 

Counci l  Adminis t ra t ive 
Sub-Committee will con-
duct a Public Hearing on 
MONDAY,  OCTOBER 
2, 2023 at 6:30PM, at the 
Agawam Senior  Center 
Seminar Hall, 954 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA, on an 
Eversource petition for per-
mission to perform work on 
or near 788 South West Street, 
Feeding Hills, MA which 
could include installation of a 
new pole(s), manholes, wires, 
cables and fixtures, includ-
ing the necessary sustaining 
and protect fixtures along and 
across the property.  This peti-
tion is available by contacting 
the City Council Office, 36 
Main Street, Agawam, MA or 
by emailing bbard@agawam.
ma.us

Robert E. Rossi, Chair
Administrative 

Sub-Committee
09/14, 09/21/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD23P1929GD

In the matter of: 
Phyllis J Pearson 
Of: Agawam, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respond-
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Daniel Gibbs of 
Feeding Hills, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleg-
ing that Phyllis J Pearson 
is in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Daniel Gibbs 
of Feeding Hills, MA (or 
some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 

If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
10/13/2023. 

This day is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear-
ance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 15, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/21/2023

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News Public Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Wistariahurst Museum announces 
upcoming Halloween events

HOLYOKE – Wistariahurst is an edu-
cational and cultural center owned and 
operated by Holyoke and supported by 
The Wistariahurst Foundation. Wistaria-
hurst is hosting several Halloween events 
including;

Cemetery tours at Forestdale
Oct. 14  tours start at 

3, 3:20, 3:40, and 4 p.m.
Embark on a captivating journey with 

Wistariahurst as volunteers embody the 
souls of Holyoke’s ancestors, guiding peo-
ple along the winding pathways of Forest-
dale Cemetery. Amidst the solemn beau-
ty of this resting ground, participants can 
immerse themselves in the captivating 
tales of those departed, who once infused 
life into the heart of the city.

Darkened Hallway tours
Oct. 18, 19, 25, and 26, tours are at 

6:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Participants can step into the un-

known as they wander through the shad-
owy corridors and rooms of the Wistari-
ahurst Mansion by the flickering light of 

candles. Immerse yourself in an evening 
of spine-tingling discovery, feeling the 
lingering energy of past inhabitants and 
workers that once occupied these haunt-
ed halls. Uncover the captivating history 
of the Skinner family and the mansion’s 
journey to Holyoke. Learn how silk, wis-
teria and antique musical instruments 
wove their enchantment into the very 
fabric of this historic building. Listen to 
chilling tales of the mansion’s history, 
guaranteed to send shivers down your 
spine.

Spirits speak
Oct. 27 session begins at 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

As Halloween draws near and the 
ethereal veil thins, prepare to delve into 
the eerie mysteries of Wistariahurst Mu-
seum alongside the Spirit Sisters. Join 
in a spine-tingling night of paranormal 
exploration where participants will step 
into the world of ghost hunting, uncov-
er the secrets of essential equipment and 
shiver in anticipation that perhaps those 
who never left Wistariahurst may still be 
heard.

Trinity United Pumpkin Patch 
Festival to be held Oct. 14

SPRINGFIELD – Trinity United Meth-
odist Church will hold its first annual 
Pumpkin Patch Festival on Saturday, Oct. 
14, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the front 
lawn at 361 Sumner Ave. This fall Festival 
hopes to unite Springfield and surround-
ing towns as a go-to event for family fun 
and community engagement. Guests can 
look forward to purchasing the perfect 
jack-o’-lantern from an amazing display 
of over 400 pumpkins grown locally in 
nearby farms. Music will fill the air at 
this event as children find their way to a 

favorite activity while adults enjoy brows-
ing among the various craft vendors.

Youngsters will have the chance to 
paint their own pumpkin, have their 
picture taken with Mr. Scarecrow, and 
purchase tickets to win a cake, fish for 
prizes and line up for a turn or two in the 
bounce house. Guests can select from an 
assortment of themed gift baskets to bid 
on at a silent auction. There will be a vari-
ety of food truck vendors and the oppor-
tunity to purchase a dish of freshly-baked 
apple crisp for dessert.

HMC holds overdose prevention training
HOLYOKE – In advance of Overdose 

Awareness Day, Aug. 31, Holyoke Med-
ical Center invites the community to 
join recovery support experts for an 
overdose prevention training event on 
how to respond to an opioid overdose, 
including the use and distribution of 
Naloxone (Narcan: a medication that 
quickly reverses an opioid overdose).

The training will be held Wednesday, 
Aug.23, at 5:30 p.m. at the Holyoke 
Medical Center Auxiliary Conference 
Center, 575 Beech St.

Holyoke Medical Center is partner-
ing with Tapestry Health to provide this 
training. Representatives from Learn 2 
Cope and SADOD  will also be available 
to provide additional resources.
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National Night Out
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – National Night Out is an event held around the country every first Tuesday in 

August to give communities a chance to get to know their po-lice department. Agawam held a National Night Out of its own at School Street Park on Tuesday, Aug. 1. 

The event was packed with fun for kids and families to enjoy while they were also getting to know more about the police de-partment. 
“The idea behind this is bring-

ing the police department and the community together where we can show all of the…resources that can be helpful to provide to a member of the public,” Officer Jeff Hichborn, who organized the 

celebration, said. 
At the event there were a vari-ety of vendors for members of the community to enjoy, including Q 99.7 Radio Station and Agawam Veterans Counsel. Each booth gave out its own items to the fam-ilies present, with the Veterans Counsel handing out snow cones and balloon animals and Q 99.7 having its own spin-the-wheel prizes. 

Also present at the event was the high school robotics team, Rosie Robotics. This robotics team brought along five robots they had designed that manipu-lated game pieces. The biggest hit was the robot that threw frisbees for kids in the crowds to try to catch. 
The robotics program runs from kindergarten through twelfth grade, with different levels offered as the children grow and 

Aloisi set to release new bookBy Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Agawam native and author Michael Aloisi is re-leasing his next book on Aug. 22. This newest novel is titled A Life with Ghosts: True, Terrifying, and Insightful Tales from My Favourite 

Haunts and is a biography about Ghost Hunters TV star Steve Gon-salves, who also helped to write the novel.
This new book will detail differ-ent locations that Gonsalves has investigated for the paranormal, providing the background history of each place as well as Gonsalves’ 

own experiences. 
“Steve didn’t want to do the traditional biography, he wanted to focus on locations that he liked a lot, so we came up with a con-cept that showed the top 20 places he loves that are really haunted,” Aloisi explained. 

The process for writing this biography took a lot of back and forth between Aloisi and Gon-salves, with the two of them decid-ing on the best locations together and then Gonsalves talking Aloisi through his experiences at those places. 
“Once we picked the locations together, I would ask him all kinds of questions about them, he would tell me his experiences there and then I would do my own research,” Aloisi said. 

Aloisi and Gonsalves haven been in the process of writing this novel since before the pandemic, as COVID put a halt on the works. Thankfully, the two of them were able to resume the process after the worst of the pandemic ended 

COA to potentially 
lower membership

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Council on Aging, supported by Mayor William Sapelli, has pushed forward a proposal to lower the number of members on the council from 13 to seven.The CoA currently has 13 members. The law is that in order for them to run a meet-ing and make decisions, more than half of the members have to be present at the meeting. Therefore, they need seven members present at any one meeting in order to be able to run business as usual. 
This creates a problem as currently, according to Ex-ecutive Director of the CoA Michael Squindo, the council currently only has seven ac-tive members attending meet-ings, making it difficult if one of the consistent members is 

absent, for them to make any progress. 
“We have not had a CoA board meeting regularly in a while, which impedes the ability of the advisory board to do their job,” Squindo said. Due to this, the CoA pushed forward the propos-al to reduce the number of members on the CoA from 13 to seven. 

“The board had recom-mended reducing the board to seven,” Squindo said. “The CoA is an advisory board, so they advised myself and May-or Sapelli in our daily opera-tions and they recommended we reduce the board to seven.”The board voted 7-0 in fa-vor of this proposal. 
Prior to the pandemic, the CoA had been planning to begin a strategic plan, which would have encompassed this 
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

TAG SALE
DOWNSIZING SALE 11 Laurel 
Lane, Wilbraham. 8 – 5 Saturday, 
9/23 and Sunday 9/24

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING. Professional, courteous 
service,  all calls returned. Free esti-
mates. Under new ownership. Call New 
England Carpet & Upholstery, Eddie 
(413) 240-4266

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA.
Call 978 257 8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-
5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exterior 
jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! Profes-
sional and reliable. No job too small. 
Servicing the Wilbraham area.
Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090
 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

HORSES
LOVE HORSES? Learn to ride, 
jump, show! Well schooled horses and 
ponies. Qualified instructors. Tiny trot-
ters program. Beginners to advanced 
levels. Jumping. Dressage. Boarding, 
training. Rated horse shows. Outstand-
ing IEA team. Suffield CT (860)874-
8077

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
TEACHER Federated Community 
Church of Hampden, MA is seeking 
to hire an enthusiastic, collaborative, 
Spiritual leader. Primary responsibili-
ties are to lead and implement Sunday 
School faith formation program for 
children. Qualifications: Understand-
ing beliefs & traditions in Christianity, 
a warm, welcoming personality and a 
love for working with children & youth. 
Communication & computer skills are 
a must. Approximately 5-8 hours per 
week. Pay rate is $22.00 per hour. 
For more information, please call the 
church at 413-566-3711 or email at 
hampdenfederated@gmail.com

HORSE BARN HELP WANTED 
FULL OR PART TIME WEEK-
DAYS SUFFIELD, CT (860)874-
8077

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
AND TEACHERS  AT THE DAY-
CARE IN HAMPDEN MA. SEND YOUR 
RESUMES TO mymagicworld19@
gmail.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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COEDUCATIONAL • BOARDING & DAY
COLLEGE PREPARATORY • GRADES 6 - 12, PG

Wilbraham & Monson Academy

Sunday, October 1, 10 a.m.
OPEN HOUSE

Tour the campus and learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty, coaches, parents and students.

RSVP: www.wma.us/openhouse

families dinners when they’re not able or in 
the mood to cook and we do a lot of Christ-
mas gifts and  bags for our families who are 
in treatment,” Blain said. “It’s just a group 
that gives back.”

The color run on Sept. 16 was the first of 
its kind. For years Griffin’s Friends ran the 
Boston Marathon as a major fundraiser, but 
as the group continues to grow and many of 
the original members get older, they wanted 
to create more fun, innovative ways to con-
tinue the legacy, and so the color run was 
born. 

Blain hopes that events like these will help 
inspire youth to join the Griffin’s Friends. 

“The reason we’re having it [the color run] 
here at Agawam High School is we’re trying 
to pass the torch to the next generation of 

kids that can be givers and difference makers 
for the future,” Blain said. 

At the color run there was a variety of 
things for attendees to enjoy. From a dunk 
tank, to the robotics team, to ice cream, ev-
eryone was able to come together and enjoy 
the day while also supporting such an im-
portant charity. 

One table that was present was “William’s 
Geo Science”, which was in place to honor 
Maria and Jim’s son, William who passed 
from cancer. They chose the table Geo Sci-
ence as William had always loved cracked 
minerals and rocks and they wanted to give 
everyone at the run a chance to enjoy what 
William once did.

“We just want to share his love with ev-
eryone,” Maria said. 

They truly did get to share William’s love 

to a wide variety of people. There were hun-
dreds of people who attended the run, and 
not just people from Agawam. Also present 
at the event were students and community 
members from Springfield, Longmeadow 
and Wilbraham.

“It’s not an Agawam only event,” Blain 
said. “We have students here from Central 
High School, Minnechaug High School and 
Longmeadow High School. We’re lucky to get 
their groups out here.”

The day overall was a huge success, and 
Blain is sure it will help the charity greatly. 
However, he also wanted to emphasize that 
the color run isn’t truly about raising money, 
but about raising awareness of what Griffin’s 
Friends is and what they do for the commu-
nity.

“It has never been about the amount 
of money raised, although we always want 

to raise as much as we can, to us it’s about 
spreading the word about Griffin’s Friends 
and that there are some families that are 
hurting and it is up to us to share their mes-
sage and share support for them.”

The Griffin’s Friends legacy is already a 
good one. Many of the people in attendance 
of the run were cancer survivors themselves 
who had been supported by Griffin’s Friends 
and were now bringing their kids to enjoy 
the day of fun. 

“What’s special today is that many of 
the families are cancer survivors, and now 
they’re here today with their children,” Blain 
said. “We haven’t seen them in several years 
and it’s just a wonderful community.”

It was a great first year for the color run, 
and Blain says they are already looking for-
ward to making the event even better for 
next year. 

COLOR   ❚   from page 1

Crowds gathered at the start line to wait for the signal to start the run.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

Griffin’s Friends, an organization that supports chil-
dren with cancer and their families, put on a color 
run at Agawam High School. 

Volunteer students from Agawam High School 
were stationed around the run to continue to throw 
colors at the participants.  Agawam High School students waited to throw their colors when the run began. 

Clouds of colors burst into the air as the signal for 
the run went off and the run began.

Samantha and Anabelle Boyden participated in the color run together. 

Thomas Plume, Aidan Monaghan and Jaden Holloway were already 
covered in color before the run even began. 


