
By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - Agawam Pub-
lic Library has some new and 
returning exciting events and 
programs planned for this 
upcoming fall. Children’s Li-
brarian Pamela Weingart and 
Adult Services Library Associ-
ate Kristen Frost shared some 
of the many offerings.

“In terms of recurring 
events, the library has week-
ly chair yoga on Wednesday 
mornings. This is a very well 
attended class the people 
truly enjoy,” Frost said. “We 
have a monthly writers group 
that meets the third Thurs-
day of the month at 6 p.m., 
hosted by author Katherine 
Anderson where writers can 
share their work, learn about 

publishing opportunities and 
give and receive feedback 
on their writing. We have 5 
monthly book clubs available 
at the library, Page Turners, 
a daytime fiction book dis-
cussion, Nightbookers, an 
evening fiction discussion, 
the Non-Fiction Book Club, 
meets in the evening to dis-
cuss non-fiction books, the 
Read With the Pride, meets 

in the evening to discuss 
books or films with a LGBTQ+ 
connection, and we recently 
added the Silent Book Club, 
gives people a place to come 
and read together without 
having to discuss. Folks can 
refer to our online calendar 
for all the monthly book dis-
cussion titles and dates. The 
library also offers a monthly 
Tea and Trivia program which 

is offered once during day and 
once in the evening. Library 
technology classes and indi-
vidual sessions also take place 
on a monthly basis, featuring 
different topics throughout 
the year. A monthly walking 
group is offered one Saturday 
a month in the fall and spring 
at various parks throughout 
Agawam and Feeding Hills. 
We also try to offer some 

kind of craft on a regular 
basis as well as occasional 
escape room programs and 
music bingo. The library has 
been lucky to have a fall and 
a spring session of Qigong 
classes which meet on Tues-
day mornings. We offer a class 
for ESOL, English for Speak-
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The Agawam High School 
marching band gathers 
after its first performance, 
which took place at the 
School Convocation 
event on September 1. 
Coming up, the band will 
perform at the Big E on 
Salute to Agawam Day on 
Wednesday, Sept. 30.

Marching 
band makes 

first 
performance

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Mayor Chris-
topher Johnson is asking the 
Agawam City Council to join 
him in opposing an econom-
ic development bill current-
ly in the state legislature.

The bill would allow du-
plexes (two-family homes) 
by right in all residential 
zones in the senate ver-
sion. The House version 
would allow highly densi-
ty multi-family housing by 
right on land owned by reli-
gious institutions.

Johnson’s resolution says 
the bill would undermine 
current zoning ordinances 
that are on the books in Aga-
wam.

“(It would) remove the 
voice of residents in the lo-
cal zoning process,” John-
son’s resolution states.

Johnson also states infra-
structure needs caused by 
such zoning would also be 
ignored, and it is not in Aga-
wam’s best interests to sup-
port the legislation.

The resolution from the 
mayor is symbolic in nature 
and, if passed by the council, 

would only state the town, 
as represented by the city 
council’s, position on the is-
sue.

Resolutions like this typ-
ically have come from city 
councilors who are oppos-
ing bills at the state and fed-
eral level.

If passed, the resolution 
would be sent to the Pres-
ident of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House along 
with Agawam’s local legisla-
tors.

The council was sched-
uled to take up the issue at 
their last meeting.

Mayor opposing economic development bill

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Public Schools went through 
a variety of updates over the 
summer to prepare for the 
new school year. 

School Business Admin-
istrator Robert Clicksteine 
came before the school com-
mittee on Sept. 15 to present 
on the various updates APS 
went through over the sum-
mer.

All of the projects com-
pleted over the summer were 
funded by the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority, 
the town building mainte-
nance budget and the Aga-
wam after school program. 

Each of the school build-
ings now has a carbon mon-
oxide detector within it. Ad-
ditionally, schools received 
various painting, plumbing, 
electrical and HVAC updates. 

Benjamin J. Phelps school 
received some new landscap-
ing updates, including a new 
parking lot. 

Roberta G. Doering 
School had an upgrade to 
their media center, including 
new floors and chairs. 

“Walking in there it looks 
a lot brighter and it feels 

more homey,” Clicksteine 
said. 

Several schools also re-
ceived updates to their gym-
nasiums. William P. Sapelli 
school was the proud recipi-
ent of a new climbing wall for 
all students to enjoy. 

“Each of the [rock sec-
tions] on the wall can be ad-
justed for different heights 
and skill levels,” Clicksteine 
said. 

The rock wall includes col-
or-coded holds for various 
difficulty levels so children 
can practice and improve at 
their own rate. 

Clifford M. Granger, James 
Clark, Doering and Sapelli 
Schools also got new basket-
ball hoops that are self-ad-
justing and have glass backs. 

Additionally, Phelps was 
fitted with new padding 
within the gym. 

These updates are all in-
tended to help the schools 
run smoother and be more 
enjoyable for the community. 

The school committee was 
grateful for all of the work 
Clicksteine and his team had 
put in over the summer.

“I don’t think people re-
alize all the little things that 

Committee learns about 
summer updates to 
Agawam Public Schools

Agawam librarians gearing up for busy fall, winter season with exciting programs

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE/AGAWAM- 
Sunshine Village held its 
Third Annual Little E event 
at its Litwin Lane location 
on Sept. 18.

The event featured a va-
riety of activities, includ-
ing a baked potato bar and 

walking tacos, numerous 
traditional and non-tra-
ditional carnival games, 
a K-9 demonstration with 
the Chicopee Police De-
partment, members of the 
Hampden County Sheriff ’s 
Office with their equine 
unit and information about 
Project Lifesaver, a photo 
booth with props, client 
artists, crafters and entre-

preneurs showing off their 
creations for purchase, en-
tertainment provided by 
the Just Go With It Band 
and more.  

State Sen. Jake Olivei-
ra (D-Ludlow) and Tevin 
Colon, aide for State Rep. 
Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicop-
ee), also presented a special 
proclamation to celebrate 
the occasion.

Jennifer Guzman, client 
relations manager at Sun-
shine Village, explained 
the event was the organiza-
tion’s way of bringing their 
version of The Big E to their 
community to coincide with 
the fair’s opening day. She 
is also one of the folks who 
help organize the event. 

Sunshine Village holds Third Annual ‘Little E’
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ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/24/26-9/30/269/24/26-9/30/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ ......................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SWORDFISH
STEAKS 1 LB BAG .............................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN YANKEE TRADE

CRAB BURGERS 16 OZ .....................

77¢USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE TI,ES
lb $499

USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. 
1/2 SMOKED 
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ......

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS .........
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BOURBON MARINATED

STEAKHOUSE TIPS ................ lb

lb
$369

$599

$399
ea

lb

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST or STEAK

BEEF STRIPLOIN

$788
lb

$222
lb

$229
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

$399

$777
lb

$169USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ... lb

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN

  

 CUT 
FREE

PATIOS • WALLS • WALKS • STAIRS
Over 30 Years Experience

Owner On Site • Guaranteed Work
Specializing in Unique 

Hardscape Design & Installation
CRWlandscapes@gmail.com • 413-821-9498413-821-9498

Nativepeachesapplesblueberries
E. Cechi Farms 1131 Springfield Street
Feeding Hills, Mass. � “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.”
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THE HARVEST IS IN!
FRESH-PICKED VEGETABLES FROM OUR FARM

CORN - YELLOW, WHITE, AND BUTTER & SUGAR
TOMATOES  ❘  PEPPERS  ❘  BEANS

EGGPLANT  ❘  ONIONS  ❘  WINTER SQUASH
BOBBY’S FAMOUS MUMS

Stand open daily through mid-October

AGAWAM – In a nod to a 
longtime New England tra-
dition, the Agawam Histori-
cal Association will hold an 
old-fashioned “Old Home 
Day” celebration at its his-
toric Thomas Smith House, 
251 North West Street, Feed-
ing Hills on Saturday, Oct. 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., with all 
current and former residents 
of Agawam and surround-
ing town invited to attend 
this family friendly event. 
On the grounds of the Na-
tional Register-listed prop-
erty will be an 18th century 
encampment by the 25th 
Continental Regiment, with 
musket drills, cooking, and 
blacksmithing demonstra-
tions. The Agawam High 
School marching band will 
perform stand tunes and 
selections from their 2026 
field show at noon, with 
a celebration of Thomas 
Smith’s 301st birthday to 
follow. An archeologocical 
dig will also be held, with 
public participation en-
couraged. The Connecticut 

Valley Working A’s Model A 
car club has been invited to 
again display their antique 
vehicles during the event.  
The association’s annual ap-
ple pie contest will also take 
place that day, with judging 
getting underway at 1:30 p.m. 
This year’s judges are Aga-
wam Historical Association 
Board Member Emeritus Don 
Anderson; Agawam Mayor 
Christopher Johnson; and 
2025 AHA Apple Pie Contest 
First Place Winner Liz John-
son, who will judge entries on 
flavor, filling, crust & overall 
appearance, and creativity. In 
addition to bragging rights, 
the first place winner will re-
ceive a blue ribbon, an apron 
hand-sewn by AHA board 
member Charlotte Fields, 
and a place at next year’s 
apple pie contest judges’ ta-
ble. Pie contest participants 
must register no later than 
Wednesday, Oct. 7 by texting 
(413) 297-4967 or emailing 
1855@agawamhistory.org. 
The ca. 1757 Thomas Smith 
House and 1920 Delmore 

Hawthorne Garage will be 
open for tours that after-
noon. On display will be 
items to be included in a 
time capsule the association 
will seal later this year, not 
to be opened again for an-
other century. Visitors are 
encouraged to provide let-
ters to future Agawam res-
idents describing 21st cen-
tury life for inclusion in the 
time capsule. Brochures and 
business cards from local 
businesses are also wanted. 
New, hand-crafted Cats 
Meow Village keepsakes de-
picting the Thomas Smith 
House and the Agawam 
Historical & Fire House 
Museum have just arrived 
and will be available for 
sale to benefit the Agawam 
Historical Association. 
This event is free and 
open to the public.  
This program is supported 
in part by a grant from the 
Agawam Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

The Agawm High School marching band and Connecticut Valley Working A’s Model A car club 
will return to the historic Thomas Smith House, 251 North West, as part of the Agawam Historical 
Association’s “Old Home Day” on Saturday, Oct. 10 SUBMITTED PHOTO

‘Old Home Day’ at one of town’s oldest

AGAWAM – September 
is almost over but there are 
still a few days left to get 
your stuffed animal a (pre-
tend) library card from the 
Agawam Library. You can 
play Library at home.

Bring your stuffed animal 
into the Children’s Room at 
the Agawam Library during 
the month of September, 
then your stuffed animal 
gets to choose what design 

they would like on their 
card. Your stuffed animal 
can choose an octopus, a 
shark, or a blowfish. You 
only get one card per day, 
but you could come in mul-
tiple days to collect all three 
designs.

While you’re at the li-
brary you might as well sign-
up for (or renew) your own 
library card. A library card is 
the most important tool you 
can give your child as they 
start a new school year.

To sign up for a library 
card, Massachusetts resi-
dents age 18 and over must 
have a picture ID with their 
present address. If your pic-
ture ID does not have your 
present address, you may 
produce a piece of business 

mail, a checkbook, or auto-
mobile registration to serve 
as proof of Massachusetts 
residency. Patrons who do 
not have proper proof may 
only borrow 2 books until 
proper proof is given. Pa-
trons age 13-17 must have 
a parent/guardian with 
them or have a positive pic-
ture ID and verifiable ad-
dress. Patrons age 12 and 
younger must have a par-
ent/guardian signature. A 
child may have a card at any 
age if a parent desires, but 
must be present during the 
creation of the card.

Even though play library 
cards are only available in 
September you can sign up 
for your own library card 
any time of the year.

Stuffed animals celebrate 
National Library Card Sign-up Month

AGAWAM – We are hap-
py to announce that we will 
be holding a donation drive 
at the Community Grange 
#382 Fall Tag Sale and Bake 
Sale on Saturday, Oct. 3 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
They have kindly invited us 
to participate. The address 
is 47 North West Street in 
Feeding Hills. We are in 
need of Purina multipacks, 
Fancy Feast ( for our finicky 
kitties or cats with special 
needs) pate or gravy canned 
food, Kirkland dry food, Pu-
rina Indoor dry food and un-
scented, clumping cat litter.

We are incredibly grate-
ful for the response to our 
appeal for help with sup-
plies. We have received 

packages at the professional 
office at 532 Springfield St. 
(at the corner of Cleveland 
St.) in Feeding Hills and at 
the Agawam Public Library. 
Please include your name 
and contact information for 
acknowledgment. Financial 
donations have arrived by 
check at P.O. Box 174, Feed-
ing Hills 01030 as well as 
PayPal and Venmo.  

Thanks to those who 
donated in September:  
Judy Clini, Carol Roy, Jen-
nifer Ross, Joanne Lamson, 
Patricia Chraplak, Heidi 
Malinowski, Christine Ro-
barge, John Murphy, Amelia 
McMeans, Deborah Hasty, 
Linda McCarthy, residents 
of Laurel Park in Northamp-

ton, Louise and Steve Cav-
agac. Denise B, Ida and Bob 
Shultz, Victoria Kania, Ken 
Kurowski and Irene Fisher, 
Sue Borgatti and, as always, 
our wonderful monthly 
sponsors.

Feline Friends Inc. is a 
community-based, nonprof-
it sanctuary that does not 
discriminate against any cat 
based on age, gender or dis-
ability.

More information about 
our sanctuary may be found 
on our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Face-
book page at Feline Friends 
Cat Sanctuary. Contact us 
with questions at info@
felinefriendsinc.org  or by 
phone at 413-786-5019. 

Feline Friends holding donation 
drive at Community Grange eventAGAWAM – Leaf-peeping 

season is almost here. While 
fall foliage is beautiful, once 
those leaves hit the ground, 
they can create problems 
when they end up in our 
streets and storm drains. 
Please never rake or blow 
leaves, grass clippings, or 
other yard waste into streets, 
ditches, or storm drains.  
Leaves can block storm 
drains and prevent rainwa-
ter from draining properly, 
increasing the risk of street 
and neighborhood flooding. 
As leaves break down, they 
can also release excess nu-
trients into local waterways.   
What should you do 
with your leaves? 
Residents can mulch or com-
post leaves at home, use the 
Town’s curbside yard waste 
collection, or bring yard 
waste to the Bondi’s Island 
Yard Waste Drop-Off Center. 
Residential fall yard 
waste collection will take 
place during the follow-
ing weeks, as noted on the 
2026–2027 route collec-
tion schedule. Yard waste 
is collected on your regu-
lar recycling collection day. 

A Week Streets
• October 12–16
• October 26–30
• November 9–13
•November 23–28
(holiday week)

B Week Streets
• October 5–9
• October 19–23
• November 2–6
• November 16–20

Curbside Yard 
Waste Guidelines:

• Yard waste includes 
grass clippings, leaves, 
weeds, shrub trimmings, 
and brush or limbs un-
der 3 inches in diameter. 
• Leaves and yard waste 
may be placed in 30-gal-
lon, 2-ply kraft paper yard 
waste bags. No plastic bags. 
• Yard waste may also be 
placed in containers no larg-
er than 32 gallons with han-
dles. Containers must be 
clearly labeled YARD WASTE. 
• Limbs under 3 inches in di-
ameter must be tied in bun-
dles no longer than 3 feet. 
• Bags, barrels, and bun-
dles may not exceed 40 
pounds. Items that are too 
heavy for one person to safe-
ly lift will be left behind. 

• Residents are encouraged 
to protect paper yard waste 
bags from rain. Wet or broken 
bags are not the responsibil-
ity of the hauler to clean up. 
Residents may also bring yard 
waste to the Bondi’s Island 
Yard Waste Drop-Off Center, 
located off Route 5 in Agawam. 
Hours: Monday–Friday: 7 
a.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Saturday: 7 a.m. to 12 noon 
• Yard waste may be deliv-
ered loose or in brown pa-
per leaf and yard waste bags. 
• No plastic bags. 
• Brush and limbs may be 
up to 3 inches in diameter 
and no longer than 3 feet. 
• Residents must provide 
a valid driver’s license and 
vehicle registration veri-
fying Agawam residency. 
• Dump trucks, commer-
cial vehicles, and business 
vehicles are not permitted. 
A little fall cleanup goes a 
long way. Keeping leaves and 
yard waste out of our streets 
and storm drains helps pre-
vent flooding, protects lo-
cal waterways, and keeps 
our neighborhoods clean. 
Thank you for doing your 
part.

DPW offers tips on fall clean-ups

AGAWAM – The Catholic 
Women’s Club of Agawam’s 
first meeting of the year will 
take place on Tuesday, Oct. 13. 
It will begin by praying the Ro-
sary in St. John the Evangelist 

Church at 833 Main St., Aga-
wam, MA. beginning at 6:30 
p.m. Doors to the church will 
open at 6 p.m. Following the 
service, refreshments and the 
club’s business  meeting will 

be held in the Fr. Joyce Room 
in the parish center located 
behind the church. Dues will 
be collected at this meeting. 
All area Catholic women are 
invited to attend.

Catholic Women’s Club Meeting October 13th
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Anthony C. Bonavita, 
Esquire

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT INJURIES

1380 Main Street
Suite 201

Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168
(Se Habla Español, 

preguntar por Marisol)
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

257 Feeding Hills Road, (Rte 57)
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417

CALABRESE FARMSCALABRESE FARMS

~ WE ACCEPT SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ~

CORN • CORN • PUMPKINSPUMPKINS
NATIVE APPLESNATIVE APPLES

Cabbage, Kale, Cukes, Squash, Cabbage, Kale, Cukes, Squash, 
Pickles, Peppers, Tomatoes Pickles, Peppers, Tomatoes 
Winter Squash & EggplantWinter Squash & Eggplant

~ Canning Tomatoes ~~ Canning Tomatoes ~
FALL HARDY MUMS

AND ASTERS

HOLYOKE –  The Taber 
Art Gallery at Holyoke Com-
munity College is presenting 
“Retro Active,” an interactive 
retrospective of works from 
the HCC Permanent Collec-
tion, now through October 
22.

The exhibit includes 26 
pieces from the more than 
300 the college owns and 
has been collecting since the 
1960s, said Rachel Rushing, 
the Taber Art Gallery direc-
tor. 

“What’s on display is a 

combination of contempo-
rary art, pieces from artists 
living and working in their 
day, and historical pieces 
that were either donated or 
purchased by the college,” 
she said. 

That’s the “Retro” part of 
the show. 

Also included among the 
paintings, lithographs, prints, 
and other pieces are four sta-
tions where gallery visitors 
can offer their own interpre-
tations and comments on in-
dividual works of art. Each of 

the four stations has a differ-
ent theme: Critique, Curate, 
Connect, and Create.

That’s the “Active” part of 
the show.

“I call the show a ‘collab-
orative review’ because I’m 
asking visitors to sit with 
each of these stations and 
really think about the collec-
tion itself,” Rushing said. “I’ve 
got prompts. They can write 
up their comments and pin 
them up to a bulletin board. 
It’s a way to get feedback.”

For instance, the “Create” 

station features a desk with 
an antique Underwood man-
ual typewriter focused on a 
woodcut by late American 
artist Fred Becker and asks 
visitors to offer a description 
of the piece or write a poem.

“Critique” invites peo-
ple to offer their comments 
about two specific pieces 
some might find “conten-
tious.” One is a color etching 
called “Jerusalem” by Amram 
Ebgi, who was born in Mo-
rocco in 1939 to Orthodox 
Jewish parents; the other is 

“Lindy Hop,” a 1937 black and 
white etching by Fred Becker 
that depicts dancers at a Har-
lem jazz club in the early 20th 
century.

The show includes five 
pieces from the Taber Col-
lection, which was donated 
to the college by the gallery’s 
namesake, the late Holy-
oke businessman Donald 
Taber. One of the pieces is a 
lithograph by Salvador Dali, 
signed by the artist.

Two of the larger pieces 
are holdovers from a sum-

mer exhibit featuring work 
by HCC alumni artists. One 
wall contains 19 paintings 
and etchings by Becker and 
his wife, artist Jean Morrison 
Becker, who both taught at 
the University of Massachu-
setts Amherst.

The Taber Art Gallery, lo-
cated off the lobby of the HCC 
Library on the second floor of 
the HCC Donahue Building, 
is free and open to the public 
Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. during regular 
school sessions.

A visitor explores the “Retro Active” exhibit in the Taber Art Gallery.  A collection of etchings and paintings by late artists Fred Becker and Jean Morrison Becker.SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Holyoke Community College art gallery presents ‘Retro Active’ exhibit 

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Public Library is excited to 
host two sets of returning 
faces, featuring competition 
winners from Dracut Arts on 
the walls and gourds from 
Ceil Rossi in the main floor 
display cases. Hanging on the 
main floor gallery walls, visi-
tors will be able to see pieces 
from past winners of Dracut 
Arts’ Annual Children’s Art 
Competition, open to all chil-
dren 6 to 18 years old. Dra-
cut Arts also features New 
England Artists in their Arts 
Saturdays virtual events, hap-
pening four times a month. 
All previous Arts Saturdays, 
Artist Interviews and “Why 
is Art Important?”, as well as 
the Neighborhood Talks se-

ries are available on YouTube 
at @dracutarts. All programs 
have ASL and closed captions 
whenever possible. Submis-
sions for the 7th Children’s Art 
Competition are open. All art 
mediums are accepted; orig-
inal works only. This year’s 
theme is “Industry” and the 
deadline is Oct. 3 at midnight. 
There is no entry fee. More in-
formation on programs and 
the competition can be found 
at dracutarts.com. 

Gourds by Ceil Rossi will 
also be exhibited in the cases 
on the main floor. The gourd 
is a 3-dimensional art form 
that can be carved, wood 
burned and painted. The 
paints that Rossi uses are 
transparent ink dyes, allow-

ing the mottled skin of the 
gourds to show. Rossi learned 
the art form of gourds from 
her time living in Arizona, 
and has found that gourds 
have perpetuated her love 
for art over the years. Beyond 
working on gourd sculptures, 
Rossi also teaches from her 
home studio and exhibits in 
galleries in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, and has 
won awards in several fine 
art shows. Rossi is president 
of the Agawam Communi-
ty Artists and Artisans and 
can be found on Facebook at 
CareFreeGourdGallery.

Visitors are welcome to 
view the gallery at the Aga-
wam Public Library during 
regular open hours

New galleries come to Agawam Public Library

HOLYOKE – Job seekers 
across Western Massachu-
setts are invited to Holyoke 
Mall to advance their careers 
during the Get Hired Job Fair 
on Thursday, Sept. 24, from 1 
to 4 p.m. on the lower level in 
Macy’s Court.  

This free community job 
fair, sponsored by Springfield 
Public Schools, features em-
ployers across a diverse num-
ber of industries, seeking can-
didates at all skill levels to 
fill both full-time and part-

time positions. Candidates 
will connect with employers 
one-on-one for on-the-spot 
interviews and hiring.

Just some of the Western 
Massachusetts businesses 
participating in this fall’s job 
fair include UMass Amherst 
Police Department, Florence 
Bank, MassHire Holyoke, 
Gandara Center, JCPenney, 
Hannoush Jewelers, Touched 
by an Angel, TruNorth Bank 

and more.
Interested employers 

should contact James Ger-
aghty, Advertising Manager, 
at 617-840-2998 or jamesger-
aghty@pyramidmg.com. 

For more information on 
Holyoke Mall stores, restau-
rants, and entertainment 
venues, please visit Holy-
okemall.com or follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram and 
TikTok.

AGAWAM – Join us as we 
gather to celebrate the Bicen-
tennial once again! Reunite 
with friends from the Aga-
wam HS Class of 1976 and 
relive your favorite memo-
ries as a Brownie at our 50th 
Reunion, which will take 
place on Saturday, Oct. 17 at 
Tansey’s Catered Table from 
6 to 10 p.m.

Please RSVP by Oct. 1. 
Tickets are $60 per person.

Tickets will not be sold at 
the door.

Please Venmo the amount 
to @Caroline-White-72. Last 
four digits of phone number: 
0323. If you do not have a 
Venmo, you can mail a check 
or cash to Caroline White, 
17 Pineknoll, Southwick MA 
01077.

There will be a cash bar. 
Please inform us of any food 
allergies or dietary restric-

tions when you purchase 
your ticket.

Please note that this event 
is intended for members 
of the Class of ‘76 and their 
spouses. Space is limited, but 
if you are from another class 
and would like to attend, 
please reach out to one of the 
organizers.

We hope to see you there.

AGAWAM – Communi-
ty Grange #382 of Feeding 
Hills located at 47 North 
West Street will hold a 
multi-family indoor Fall Tag 
and Bake Sale on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 from 9:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  The tag sale will in-
clude furniture, household 
items, crafts, lots of fleece 

fabric priced at $1.50 per 
yard, cotton fabric, etc. and 
the bake sale will include 
seasonal items.

Proceeds will benefit the 
building fund.

Feline Friends Cat Sanc-
tuary Inc. will have a table 
for the collection of sup-
plies and donations.

AGAWAM – Join best-
selling author D.M. Pulley 
and Granby author Dana 
McSwain for an evening of 
literary thrills at the Revival 
Wheeler Mansion in Orange, 
Massachusetts on Oct. 27 at 
6 p.m. Meet Me At the Man-
sion: D.M. Pulley in Conver-
sation with Dana McSwain is 
sponsored by The Alchemist 
Society bookshop in Feed-
ing Hills and celebrates the 
much-anticipated release 
of Pulley’s fifth novel, Stone 
Mad. 

Pulley, winner of the 
2014 Amazon Breakthrough 

Novel Award, has penned 
five dark thrillers, including 
The Dead Key and Nobody’s 
Home. A former Profession-
al Engineer by trade, Pulley 
rehabbed historic structures 
and conducted forensic in-
vestigations into building 
failures before becoming a 
full-time author. Her mys-
teries shine a light into the 
darker side of the abandoned 
buildings and buried past of 
the Midwest. Stone Mad, a 
Gothic thriller set in an infa-
mous Gilded Age mansion, 
will be released Oct. 13. 

Joining Pulley for this spe-

cial event is Granby author 
Dana McSwain, four-time 
award winning bestseller 
of the supernatural Gothic 
thriller, Roseneath, and 2025 
Pushcart Prize nominee for 
her short story, The Perfect 
Stranger. A social hour and 
author signing will follow.

Meet Me at the Mansion, 
D.M. Pulley in Conversa-
tion with Dana McSwain is 
free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information, 
please visit the event page at 
https://revivalwheelerman-
sion.com/calendar/stone-
mad/

Thrills and chills at historic mansion

AHS Class of 1976 planning reunion

Grange holding fall tag sale

Holyoke Mall hosting ‘Get Hired’ event

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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and funeral date 
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The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
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words) and may include 
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Raised beds? Why not?
I have to say that to-

day I am having a 
hard time thinking 
of something to 
write about.  

As I scan my 
mind of all the 
seasonal garden-
ing topics, I come 
up blank. Winter 
squash? Done it. 
Mums? Ditto. Seed 
saving. Yup.  

So, on this rainy Sunday, 
I give you all the luck of the 
draw. I will grab a gardening 
book off of my shelf, twirl the 
pages, and where my finger 
lands, I will expound on the 
subject.  It may not be au-
tumnal, but it will be inter-
esting, I guarantee that.  

Here we go…
The book I grabbed from 

the shelf was “The Dirt 
Cheap Green Thumb,” by 
Rhonda Massingham Hart.  
My finger landed on page 
189, with the heading “Raise 
Your Beds, Not Your Expens-
es.”  

I have some experience 
with raised beds. In my 
home garden I have four 
rock-edged beds. Prior to 
that I had beds edged in pine 
slabs.  

My friend uses hemlock 
edged beds and is happy 
with them. I envy how neat 
and orderly they are. Anoth-
er friend is using galvanized 
metal beds this year. They 
seem to be all the rage.  

Her tomatoes and pep-
pers continue to produce 
like gangbusters even late 
in the season. She has 
just gotten back into gar-

dening after a two year hi-
atus and I am proud of her 
and happy she has been so 
successful.

Let’s begin our chat with 
some of the advantages of 
raised bed gardening.  

The first one that comes 
to mind is that you can be 
selective about the soil you 
fill it with. I’ve enjoyed using 
the Coast of Maine Raised 
Bed Mix.  

Blending loam and aged 
manure or compost at a 2 to 
1 ratio is another option. Ad-
ditionally, raised beds make 
it easy to concentrate fertil-
izers where they are needed.  

In large garden plots we 
often broadcast fertilizers 
and other amendments 
throughout the bed. Some 
inevitably gets wasted in 
walkways or around hills of 
plants.  

Raised beds can be con-
structed to suit your needs. 
I wanted to be able to reach 
into the middle of my beds 
from either side, so they are 
about four feet wide.  

Some gardeners con-
struct them 36 inches wide 
so there is less of a stretch.  

In my four beds, I have 
a pretty good crop rotation 

system going. Each crop 
does a slide to the next bed 

each year. That way it is 
four years before 
onions are grown in 

the same space.  
Another in-

teresting thing I 
have set up is that 

onions, for example, fol-
low melons in my rota-

tion. I grow the melons on 
black plastic. All season long 
the black plastic is limiting 
weeds from germinating, so 
that hopefully next year, the 
onions, who hate weeds, will 
see less weed pressure.  

Raised beds warm up 
quicker in the spring, and 
stay warmer later into the 
fall. Sometimes the edging 
material helps with that.  

My rock beds, for exam-
ple, hold heat. So does the 
metal to some degree. 

In mid spring, prior to 
the frost-free date, raised 
beds can be easily fitted 
with hoops on which plas-
tic or polyester row covers 
can be draped to offer even 
more frost protection. They 
can also be covered with the 
black plastic I mentioned to 
grow crops like melons or 
peppers, who appreciate the 
heat.

With raised beds you will 
likely never need your roto-
tiller. Beds can effortlessly 
be turned over by hand from 
either side. Typically, unless 
you walk all over them, the 
soil in the raised beds stays 
nice and friable, as well.  

If I need to get into my 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

I’m evaluating 
my retirement plan, 
what are my options?
Dear Rusty: 

I am 69 1/2 years old now 
and applied for Social Securi-
ty at the end of June. 

I am still working and 
was planning to begin my 
retirement in September. A 
couple of factors arose for me 
to question if I made a hasty 
decision by applying for SS. 

The employer I have been 
working for the last 29 years 
has asked if I would stay on 
a little longer, which would be 
good because we have some 
debt I want to lose before I 
retire. 

I was reading about sus-
pending Social Security and 
continuing to work. If I un-
derstand it right, if I suspend 
my SS, no payback will be re-
quired, and I can continue to 
work until I’m ready to retire. 
No spousal benefits taken yet. 

Signed: Reevaluating my 
Retirement

Dear Reevaluating 
Retirement: 

I’m assuming you asked 
for your Socal Security 
benefits to start in Septem-
ber (when you originally 
planned to retire), but that 
you won’t be 70 years old 
until March 2027. 

If that is correct, be aware 
that you will not immedi-
ately get all of your earned 
Delayed Retirement Credits 
when your benefits start in 
September – you will only 
initially get the DRCs you 
have earned through the 
end of 2025. 

That’s because Social Se-
curity usually applies DRCs 
in January of each year. So, 
what will happen is that 
your September benefit 
amount will lack the 5.3% 
DRCs you earned in 2026, 
until January 2027 when 
they will apply the DRCs 
earned in 2026 to your 
monthly payment amount. 

Said simply, your initial 
September benefit will not 

include your full age 69.5 
entitlement because it won’t 
include the 5.3% extra you 
earned in 2026. That extra 
monthly amount will be 
awarded in January 2027. 

FYI, if you were to, in-
stead, claim for your SS ben-
efits to start in the month 
you turn 70 (March 2027), 
you would get your full age 
70 amount immediately (SS 
awards all earned DRCs if 
benefits are claimed to start 
in the month you turn 70).

Now, on to your ques-
tion: Yes, if you take your 
benefits effective with Sep-
tember 2026 you can sus-
pend your benefits, but you 
can only suspend them until 
the month you turn 70. And 
if you are suspending your 
benefits, you will not need 
to repay Social Security for 
any benefits you happen to 
receive before you suspend. 

As is obvious, you will 
not receive any SS payments 
while your benefits are sus-
pended, and you will earn 
DRCs for the months your 
benefits are suspended, re-
sulting in a higher monthly 
amount at age 70. Also, since 
you have already passed 
your SS Full Retirement Age, 
you can work and earn as 
much as you like, without 
your Social Security benefits 
being negatively affected. 

Regarding your com-
ment “No Spousal benefits 
taken yet.” FYI, you cannot 
get spousal benefits while 
your benefits are suspend-
ed, nor can your wife get 
spousal benefits from you 
while you SS retirement 
benefits are suspended. 

To be clear, spouse bene-
fits are only paid when one 
spouse’s benefit at their FRA 
is less than 50% of the other 
spouse’s FRA benefit. Spouse 
benefits are always based 
upon FRA entitlements, not 
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

Someone reported hear-
ing as sandhill crane calling 
in New Braintree, but did 
not see it. Recently, someone 
saw a pair of sandhill cranes 
in a field on Pleasant Street 
in Barre. The cranes stayed 
about a week and then left.

Sandhill Cranes are large 
birds that live in open habi-
tats, so they’re fairly easy to 
spot. They are gray overall, 
have red foreheads, white 
cheeks, a long dark bill and 
dark legs.

Immature birds have red-
dish-brown upper parts and 
gray underparts and lack the 
red foreheads. This makes 
it easy to pick out the par-
ents from the youngsters 
even when they are the same 
height. 

Sandhill cranes make a 
loud trumpeting call that can 
be heard for long distances. 
They are mainly herbivores, 

but feed on other foods de-
pending on availability. They 
will feed on berries, small 
mammals, insects, snails, 
reptiles and amphibians.

These cranes raise one 
brood per year. The female 
lays one to three brownish 
eggs. Both sexes build the 
nest using plant material 
and both incubate and feed 
the young.

In summer cranes are 
often seen in small bogs, 
marshes and prairies across 
northern North America 
and the southeastern United 
States. In winter they form 
immense flocks in places 
like Bosque del Apache, New 
Mexico and Anahuac Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge, Texas. 

Sandhill crane’s call is 
a loud, rolling, trumpeting 
sound whose unique tone is 
a product of anatomy. They 
have long tracheas that coil 

into the sternum and help 
the sound develop a lower 
pitch and harmonics that 
add richness.

Sandhill cranes are 
also known for their danc-
ing skills. Courting cranes 
stretch their wings, pump 
their heads, bow, and leap 
into the air in a graceful and 
energetic dance.

Many years ago, a Barre 
resident saw a pair dancing 
in a field. He said it was a 
“sight to behold.”

Although some start 
breeding at two years of 
age, Sandhill cranes may 
reach the age of seven before 
breeding. They mate for life, 
which can mean two decades 
or more and stay with their 
mates year-round. Juveniles 
stick close by their parents 
for nine or ten months after 
hatching.

Sandhill crane chicks can 
leave the nest within 8 hours 
of hatching and are even ca-
pable of swimming.

The oldest sandhill crane 
on record was at least 37 
years, 3 months old. Origi-
nally banded in Florida in 
1982, it was found in Wiscon-
sin in 2019.

Scarcity of birds
I received an email from 

a woman who lives on Lake 
Lashaway.

She said, “Since Sunday,  
Aug. 30,  they had most days 
without birds...any type, 
large or small at our feeders 
or just in the shrubs or any-
where. All my neighbors have 
noticed their feeders are full 
too.”  One neighbor said he 
has seen a falcon. She won-
ders if the falcon has any-
thing to do with the lack of 
birds.

Several people at the 
Oakham Senior Center re-
ported, they see only a few 
birds and the feeders remain 
full of seeds.

Massachusetts Audubon 
sighting

This report to the Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society 
supports the lack of birds. 

Someone stated, “On Sept. 
11 we  birded around Hard-
wick and on Sept. 12 we bird-
ed around Warren. Both days 
were very poor for passerine 
migration.” They also stated, 
“On both days we only saw 1 
species of warbler: common 
yellowthroat. In general, 
song birds were in very low 
numbers and poor variety. 
And we went to spots that 
had proven good for mi-
grants in years past. We re-
ally worked hard to turn up 
migrant warblers, and it just 
was not happening, at least 
where we were.” 

Migrating hawks
The Massachusetts Audu-

bon Society listed  migrating 
hawks spotted on Friday, 
Sept. 11 at Mt. Watatic in 
Ashburnham. They included 
3 osprey, seven bald eagles, 
ten sharp-shinned hawks, 
131 broad-winged hawks and 
one merlin.	     

Canada geese
On Friday, Sept. 4, I saw a 

large flock of over fifty Cana-
da geese in a field in Spencer. 
On the same day, I also saw 
a small flock of wild turkeys 
and about six Canada geese 
in field in Barre.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

Sandhill Crane



 CLUES ACROSS
  1. A place for worship
  7. Referee declaration
 10. Torsos
 12. Used to introduce 

something
 13. Healing method
 14. Takes to the sea
 15. Make law
 16. French coastal city
 17. Hawaiian dish
 18. Young of domestic 

cattle
 19. Women’s 

undergarments
 21. 60-minute intervals 

(abbr.)
 22. One after another
 27. It’s a hot topic 

these days
 28. Folk band frontman

 33. They precede C
 34. Heavenly
 36. Fiddler crabs
 37. Major Hindu deity
 38. Hebrew given 

name
 39. Cost per mile
 40. __ Romeo, car
 41. Rural municipality 

in Manitoba
 44. Narratives
 45. “A tragedy had __ 

him”
 48. Iranian city
 49. Praises publicly
 50. Founding Father 

Franklin
 51. Herbal teA

CLUES DOWN
  1. Indian unit of mass

  2. “Tears in Heaven” 
singer Clapton

  3. Part of a sailing 
vessel

  4. Part of (abbr.)
  5. Polynesian garland 

of flowers
  6. Keyboard key
  7. One who steals
  8. Large oven
  9. Former CIA
 10. Idea
 11. Solomon Islands 

capital
 12. Afrikaans
 14. Remove thatch
 17. Television network
 18. Jalen Brunson is 

one
 20. Title of respect
 23. Flowering trees

 24. Occurring in a tube
 25. Exists
 26. Woman (French)
 29. Expression of doubt
 30. NHL legend Bobby
 31. Accomplished
 32. Makes slightly wet
 35. National Assn. of 

Manufacturers
 36. Not sated
 38. Poe’s middle name
 40. Swiss river
 41. Rhythmic pattern in 

Indian music
 42. “Shane” actor Ladd
 43. Popular whodunit 

board game
 44. Bar bill
 45. Ballplayer’s tool
 46. Indicates near
 47. Feet per second
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on the larger amounts which 
will result from waiting longer 
to claim. 

In other words, your wife 
would only be eligible for a 
spousal benefit from you if 
her FRA entitlement was less 
than 50% of your FRA entitle-
ment (not your age 70 SS enti-
tlement). And she cannot get 
a spousal benefit while your 
benefits are suspended.

To recap: Yes, you can 
suspend receipt of your SS 
retirement benefits until the 
month you turn 70 and get 

credit for that delay (resulting 
in a higher benefit). And, yes, 
you can continue working 
as long as you wish and your 
benefits will not be negatively 
affected. 

And just for added in-
formation, you can also ask 
Social Security to withdraw 
your current application for 
SS benefits and then reapply 
in January 2027 for your bene-
fits to start in March 2027, the 
month you turn 70. You have 
both options.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 

or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC.  

beds, say to separate crops, 
sometimes I will position 
a plank across the width of 
the bed, and step on that to 
disperse my weight, there-
fore avoiding compaction. 
Plants always grow better in 
loose soil.

I almost forgot the obvi-
ous! Raised beds are easier to 
work with. Beds are typically 
a foot or so tall, sometimes a 
bit taller.  

Bring out a short stool to 
the garden and you can com-
fortably sit and work in the 
beds. No more long periods 
of stooping or crouching.  

Well, I hope you enjoyed 
reading this luck of the draw 
column as much as I did 
writing it! And if you hav-
en’t gardened in a couple of 
years, give raised beds a try 
and maybe you will be as for-
tunate as my friend, with six 
foot tomato plants still going 
strong at the end of Septem-
ber!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 

School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 

enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

AGAWAM – Pie season 
is underway, and the Aga-
wam Historical Association 
is seeking the apple vari-
ety for its annual contest, 
to be held as part of Old 
Home Day at the historic 
Thomas Smith House, 251 
North West Street, Feeding 
Hills, on Saturday, Oct. 10.  
The contest is open to the 
public and all (amateur) 
bakers are encouraged to 
enter. Whether you prefer 
Cortland, Macoun, or a se-
cret mix of varieties, the 
association’s judges will 
have the final say. If you 
don’t have a secret family 
recipe, perhaps you could 
follow Janine Fisk’s “Blue 
Ribbon Apple Pie” recipe 
(First Place, 2018 Topsfield 
Fair) featured in the Sep-
tember/October 2026 issue 
of Yankee magazine and see 
how it fares in these parts. 
This year’s judges are Aga-
wam Historical Association 
Board Member Emeritus 
Don Anderson; Agawam 
Mayor Christopher John-
son; and 2025 AHA Apple Pie 

Contest First Place Winner 
Liz Johnson, who will judge 
entries on flavor, filling, 
crust & overall appearance, 
and creativity. In addition 
to bragging rights, the first 
place winner will receive a 
blue ribbon, an apron hand-
sewn by AHA board mem-
ber Charlotte Fields, and a 
place at next year’s apple 
pie contest judges’ table. 
	 Participating bakers do 
need to adhere to some re-
quirements: pies only (no 
tarts or crisps); must be 
full top and bottom, double 
(rolled) crust; fresh apples 
only—no store-bought fill-
ings or crusts; 9” or 10” dis-
posable pie plates must be 
used; pie must be at room 
temperature at time of judg-
ing; and no identification is 
allowed on pie tin. The de-
cision of the judges’s is final, 
and pies will not be returned. 
	 Participants must reg-
ister on or before Wednes-
day, Oct. 7 by texting (413) 
297-4967 or emailing 1855@
agawamhistory.org. Pies 
must be dropped off by 12:30 

p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 10 
at: Thomas Smith House, 
251 North West Street, 
Feeding Hills, Mass. Judg-
ing will begin at 1:30 p.m. 
	 The ca. 1757 Thomas 
Smith House and 1920 Del-
more Hawthorne Garage 
will be open for tours that 
afternoon. On display will 
be items to be included in 
a time capsule the associa-
tion will seal later this year, 
not to be opened again for 
another century. Visitors are 
encouraged to provide let-
ters to future Agawam res-
idents describing 21st cen-
tury life for inclusion in the 
time capsule. Brochures and 
business cards from local 
businesses are also wanted. 
Agawam history books, 
and new, hand-crafted Cats 
Meow Village keepsakes de-
picting the Thomas Smith 
House and the Agawam 
Historical & Fire House 
Museum will be available 
for sale to benefit the Aga-
wam Historical Association. 
This event is free and open to 
the public.

Pies sought for contest
AGAWAM – An autumn 

tradition returns to Aga-
wam’s historic Captain 
Charles Leonard House, 663 
Main Street, Agawam, on 
Friday evening, Oct. 16, with 
a benefit craft beer and wine 
tasting sponsored by Aga-
wam businesses McCarthy’s 
Liquors, Phipps Discount 
Liquors, Cheers Liquors, Al-
lied Flooring & Paint, and 
Budget Cabinet Sales. The 
event will take place rain 
or shine from 6 to 9 p.m., 
and raise funds to aid in the 
preservation of the Nation-
al Register listed landmark. 
A variety of wines and craft 
beers, including new and 
popular offerings repre-
senting a range of price 
points will be featured. Dis-
tributor’s representatives 
will be on hand to present 

the selections and answer 
questions. The evening will 
also include live music, 
raffles, and food prepared 
by Joey’s Deli & Market. 
Advance tickets are $50 per 
person, available at McCa-
rthy’s Liquors, 430 Main 
Street, Agawam: Phipps 
Discount Liquors, 1350 
Springfield Street, Feeding 
Hills; and Cheers Liquors, 
416 Springfield Street, Aga-
wam. Ticket price includes 
beer, wine, food and live 
music. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door for $55 per 
person. Guests must be at 
least 21 years old with a val-
id ID to attend this event.  
The Captain Charles Leon-
ard House was built in 1805 
as a stage tavern to service 
travelers on the Hartford/
Boston route. The house 

was restored in the late 
1930s by Mrs. Minerva Da-
vis, who established a Board 
of Trustees to oversee the 
operation of the Captain 
Charles Leonard House 
as Agawam’s Community 
House, the role it has served 
since 1939. The house is 
available to rent for business 
functions and social events. 
For more information, 
please call (413) 786-9421. 
This program is support-
ed in part by a grant from 
the Agawam Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a State agency. 
More information about the 
Captain Charles Leonard 
House can be found at Face-
book.com/captainleonard-
house.

Craft beer and wine tasting 
to benefit historic home

AGAWAM – Agawam 
Junior High School is cur-
rently seeking vendors & 
crafters for an upcoming 
fundraising event.

AJHS Washington DC 
2027 - Club will be hosting a 
Community Craft and Ven-
dor Fair. This fundraising 
event is to help defer the 

cost of travel for students 
travelling to Washington 
DC in June of 2027. The fair 
will be Thursday, Nov. 12 
from 5 to 8 p.m. in our caf-
eteria.

If you are a crafter or 
vendor please consider 
joining us. Please see Aga-
wam Junior High School 

webpage  for details and 
registration form!

If you are a shopper - 
please save the date to kick 
off your holiday shopping 
and supporting local busi-
nesses.

This event is open to the 
community so please share 
with friends and family.

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Cultural Council is accept-
ing applications for its Fiscal 
Year 2027 grant cycle. Local 
artists, educators, organiza-
tions, schools, and commu-
nity groups are encouraged 
to apply for funding to sup-
port public programs in the 
arts, humanities, and scienc-
es.

The grant cycle opened 
last week. Applications must 
be submitted online by Oct. 
15 at 11:59 p.m.

“We are excited to support 

programs that bring people 
together and strengthen arts 
and culture throughout Aga-
wam,” said Uduak Enyiema, 
Chair of the Agawam Cultur-
al Council. “We encourage 
anyone with a creative idea 
benefiting our community 
to review the guidelines and 
apply.”

Applicants must include 
a letter approving the use of 
the proposed location and 
a separate letter explaining 
how the project will benefit 
the general public. Projects 

receiving funding must be 
open or available to the pub-
lic.

For application instruc-
tions and local requirements, 
visit www.agawamcc.org and 
select “Apply for Grants.”

The Agawam Cultural 
Council is a local partner of 
the Mass Cultural Council. 
The cultural council regular 
funds programs every year 
that can be seen at places 
like Agawam Public Library 
and the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter.

Agawam Cultural Council 
opens FY27 grant cycle

Vendors needed for fundraising event

AGAWAM – For a lim-
ited time, Cooper’s Gifts, 
Apparel, Home of Agawam, 
Mass., is accepting shelter 
supply donations for Foun-
dation for TJO Animals, 
which is located at 237 Me-
morial Drive, Springfield, 
MA 01104.

The Foundation for TJO 
Animals raises funds to 
provide resources and sup-
port for critical veterinary 
care and enrichment for 
the animals at the Thomas 
J O’Connor Animal Control 
and Adoption Center.  The 
center serves Springfield, 
Chicopee, and Holyoke. 
They are a 501(c)(3) orga-
nization. Donations will be 
collected at Cooper’s now 
through September 30. “We 
invite everyone to help out 
the animals at TJO and be 
entered to win a $100 Coo-
per’s Gift Card.” said Kate 
Gourde, owner of Cooper’s 
Gifts, Apparel, Home.

 Items to keep the shel-

ter clean and well stocked; 
paper towels, bleach, pet 
food, treats, toys and lit-
ter, are their current needs. 
“We hope that while people 
are out purchasing items 
for themselves, that they 
will consider picking up a 
few extras for the Founda-
tion for TJO Animals. And, 
you’ll be entered into our 
raffle!”  said Gourde.

“We will swap a raffle en-
try for every item donated 
to the Foundation for TJO 
Animals. One lucky winner 
of a $100 Cooper’s gift card 
will be notified on October 
1st.  Entry tickets can also 
be purchased at the store 
for $1 each, or 6 tickets for 
$5. All ticket sales will also 
be donated to the Founda-
tion for TJO Animals. Es-
pecially for people outside 
the Greater Springfield 
area, it’s easier for them 
to bring donations here.” 
Gourde said. Items may be 
brought to the shop any-

time up until Sept. 30. Coo-
per’s is located at 161 Main 
St., Agawam.

“This drive coincides 
with Foundation for TJO 
Animals as our September 
Round-Up charity; so, it’s 
the perfect time to spread 
the word about their mis-
sion and really help them 
out,” Gourde said. Each 
month Gourde chooses a 
local charity to receive the 
profits of the store’s Round-
Up Program through which 
customers are invited to 
round up their purchase 
total to the nearest dollar 
amount. Gourde will then 
match 50% of the total col-
lected. The program has 
donated more than $69,000 
to local organizations since 
its inception in 2014. More 
information on the Round 
Up program and how to 
nominate a charity may be 
found on Cooper’s website 
www.coopersgifts .com/
round-up/. 

Cooper’s taking donations for TJO Animals

AGAWAM – The West 
of the River Chamber of 
Commerce has announced 
it will hold it’s next “Lunch 
with the Legislators” on 

Tuesday, Oct. 20 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

The event will be held 
at Latitude Restaurant at 
1338 Memorial Ave., West 

Springfield. Join us for 
lunch with our local sena-
tors and representatives for 
informative updates and a 
Q&A session. 

Chamber holding next ‘Lunch with the Legislators’
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“We have a mother of one 
of our individuals who made 
a small donation for us to of-
fer some type of event to our 
individuals and it was our 
vice president of Day Ser-
vices who came up with the 
idea of why don’t we make a 
carnival event, patent it The 
Little E and make it all the 
great things that the Little E 
has to offer at Sunshine Vil-
lage,” Guzman said.

Guzman said she enjoys 
“sharing what a great day is” 
through holding events like 
this, calling her work with 
the individuals her “sweet 
spot.”

“Something that we see 
every day here at Sunshine 
Village while their loved ones, 
our individuals, are partici-
pating in programming. So, 
it’s even better to be able to 
enjoy some of the local SPED 
department, school depart-
ment, our stakeholders and 
community vendors to come 
as one big group and enjoy it 
together,” Guzman said. 

President and CEO Mi-
chelle Theroux called the 
event “a way to celebrate the 
community” and bring ev-
eryone together to see more 
about their mission and op-
portunities, praising the staff 
for their work. 

“It’s a beautiful day. Moth-
er Nature certainly cooperat-
ed for this and you can see as 
you look around the smiling 
faces of our clients, com-
munity members, families,” 
Theroux said. “It’s really just 
a great day.”

Theroux also expressed 
appreciation for the com-
munity’s continued support 
of Sunshine Village, noting 
the annual Golf Tournament 
held last month.

“It’s super. One, we can’t 
do the work without the 
community support and also, 
it’s wonderful that the com-
munity continues to keep 
showing up for our events,” 
Theroux said. 

She also reflected on her 
new role at the organization 
after succeeding Gina Kos, 
who retired earlier this year.

“It’s gone by super quick 
and, really, it’s been a lot of 
fun to meet and learn and 
get to know our clients, our 
staff, our supporters in the 
community, our donors, our 
community partners and it’s 
also been an opportunity to 
see what’s the next chapter 
will be for Sunshine Village,” 
Theroux said. “Because in 
2027, we will be celebrating 
our 60th anniversary. So, we 
certainly will be highlighting 
our growth over 60 years, but 
also then looking towards 
the next chapter of Sunshine 
Village and the tremendous 
care we do as we serve over 

400 clients on a daily basis 
and we got over 230 staff 
coming in to work, so what 
that looks like, what that 
means to the community.”

Agawam Mayor Christo-
pher Johnson was happy to 
stop by and see everyone, in-
cluding folks from Agawam 
and the smiles at the booths. 

“Obviously, they under-
stand how important Sun-
shine Village is and what a 
great job they do. Like I said, 
former Mayor Kos from Chi-
copee; his wife used to be 
the executive director and 
got involved when they were 
around,” Johnson said. “They 
have a facility over in Aga-
wam, so I go there. I try to 
play every year in their char-
ity Golf Tournament, so like I 
said, it’s fun to come and see 
the clients and see people 
enjoying themselves, having 
fun.”

Johnson also reflected on 
Direct Support Profession-
als Week, which recognizes 
those who support people 
with disabilities, emphasiz-
ing the importance of Sun-
shine Village and “seeing 
how much they help people, 
that’s what really matters.”

“They’re key. My wife is 
a social worker, she’s in the 
elder care area, but having 
organizations like Sunshine 
Village to be able to help peo-
ple that they help, otherwise 
they might fall through the 
cracks. They provide a tre-
mendous boost to the quality 
of life,” Johnson said. “They 
come by city hall a couple 
times a year to visit us and 
will bring other, different 
clients in. They’re phenom-
enal to talk to and we just 
saw one that was at city hall 
a few months ago and she’s 
like, ‘Oh, the mayor’s here!’ 
It’s great. It’s a lot of fun and 
like I said, I’m here to sup-
port Sunshine and all the res-
idents and their clients and 
what they do and all the tre-
mendous staff that provide 
the services.”

He encouraged everyone 
to continue supporting Sun-
shine Village whenever they 
have fundraiser events.

“They rely a lot on the 
funds that they raise private-
ly to supplement what they 
get,” Johnson said. “It’s a great 
organization, so just trying to 
write them out a check when 
you can and support them 
by showing up to events like 
this.”

Theroux’s message was 
this.

“Thank you for showing 
up, thank you for coming, 
supporting us, having a good 
time, getting to learn a little 
bit about us and just real-
izing what individuals with 
disabilities really can do, the 
joy that they bring to all of 
us,” Theroux said.

LITTLE E  ❚   from page 1

The Sunshine Slots in full swing.

A client poses for a photo with members of the Chicopee Fire Department.

Attendees meet the horses with the Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Tevin Colon, aide to State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), 
Michelle Theroux, president and CEO of Sunshine Village, and 
State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) with the proclamation.

Some waterslide fun on an inner tube at the Little E.

The Just Go With It Band gets attendees dancing and rocking out.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS
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From the left, Corinne Dumont Jackson, community relations 
manager at Sunshine Village, State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), 
Agawam Mayor Christopher Johnson and Michelle Theroux, 
president and CEO of Sunshine Village, in a group photo. Another feature were clients showcasing their creative and entrepreneurial skills.

Time for a little ball pong. The traditional and nontraditional carnival games included throwing a ball to knock over objects to 
win a prize.

A shot during the Chicopee Police Department’s K9 demonstration.

Attendees line up to partake in the walking tacos.

Striking a pose with fun hats at the photobooth. It wouldn’t be the Little E without the dunk tank.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS
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SPORTS
@turleysports www.turleysports.com

AGAWAM – Last Thurs-
day afternoon, the Agawam 
High School boys soccer 
team battled to a 1-1 draw 
with host Pittsfield. The 
Brownies got their lone goal 
from Ben Gechka. In the tie, 
Jace Wayte made nine saves.

So far this fall, Agawam 
has a pair of losses and two 
ties. In addition to Pitts-
field, the Brownies also tied 

Amherst to go with losses 
against Northampton and 
West Springfield.

After facing Minnechaug 
earlier this week, Agawam 
comes home for its next 
three games, starting up 
first with Monument Moun-
tain on Thursday afternoon, 
Sept. 24 at 4 p.m. They face 
Frontier Regional the next 
day, also at 4 p.m.

WESTFIELD – Westfield 
State University football 
rolled up 463 yards of of-
fense and got a pair of long 
TD receptions from electric 
first-year receiver Malachi 
Hymes (E. Hartford, Conn./
East Hartford) as the Owls 
downed Dean College, 26-8 
at Alumni Field on Westfield 
State’s Family and Champi-
ons Weekend.

Westfield improves its re-
cord to 1-2 overall and 1-1 in 
the Massachusetts State Col-
legiate Athletic Conference, 
while Dean is now 0-3 and 
0-2 MASCAC.

Hymes finished with four 
catches for 166 yards and 
touchdowns of 61 and 46 
yards.  His day could have 
been bigger as a reverse that 
looked like a 89- yard score 
was called back by a penal-
ty, and later he stepped out 

of bounds while avoiding a 
tackle on 53-yard reception 
that initially looked like a 73-
yard score.

Westfield opened the 
scoring with a 1-yard TD 
plunge from QB Quinn 
Sumner (Dayville, Conn./
Killingly), who finished 6-11 
passing for 180 yards and the 
two TD tosses to Hymes.

Hymes caught a go route 
down the left side for the 61 
yarder, out sprinting the full 
defense, then out-leaped his 
defender around the five-
yard line to with the ball 
on the 46-yard grab before 
waltzing into the endzone.

Westfield set up the big 
passing plays with the run as 
sophomore fullback Manny 
Mengata (Tewksbury, Mass.) 
battered the Bulldogs for 136 
yards on 18 carries, and Cole 
Ingham (Agawam, Mass.) 

added 69 yards on five car-
ries.

Westfield senior PK An-
drew Currier (Attleboro, 
Mass./Foxboro HS) booted 
a pair of 33-yard field goals 
and a pair of extra points to 
account for the final score.

Dean’s lone TD of the 
game came midway through 
the second quarter on a 12-
yard touchdown pass from 
Chris Donahue to Yasir Mo-
ses.   The Bulldogs tried to 
feature a short passing at-
tack with Donahue connect-
ing on 32 of 45 attempts for 
186 yards with one TD and 
one INT.   His longest com-
pletion of the day went for 12 
yards.

The Bulldogs totaled 
just 33 yards rushing.  Tay 
Scholtz finished with nine 
catches for 75 yards and sev-
en catches for 62 yards.

Westfield’s defense bent 
but rarely broke, allowing 
219 total yards on the day.  
The Owls sacked Donohue 
eight times for a loss of 61 
yards.  

LB Aydan Verba (Albany, 
NY/Colonie Central) led the 
Owls with eight tackles and 
2.5 sacks.  Tedi Hunt (Little-
ton, Mass.) made eight stops 
and had 2.5 TFLs. Eight dif-
ferent players had a hand in 
the sack column.   First-year 
Caedan Burns (N. Grafton, 
Mass.) picked off the Bull-
dogs late to help seal the win.

Colin Brady and Herman 
Esquivel Menzdez led the 
Bulldogs with eight stops 
each.

Westfield State will travel 
to Worcester State for a con-
ference matchup next Sat-
urday, Sept. 26 with a 1 p.m. 
kickoff at Alumni Field.

Brownies boys soccer
in search of first win

Turley Publications 
sports department has re-
cently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account by 
searching “turleysports.” We 
will regularly feature sam-
ples of photos that you will 
see in our publications on a 

weekly basis. Please follow 
and share with your friends 
and loved ones. We will be 
featuring photos from all 11 
of our sports sections, but as 
always, you can see all the 
photos that appear by sub-
scribing to your local paper.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram

Owls football rolls up 463 tards to gets first win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Entering the 
third week of the regular sea-
son, the Ludlow girls’ varsity 
soccer team had a 3-1 over-
all record and a 2-1 mark 
against Kurty/Fielding Divi-
sion opponents.

Junior forward Geia Guz-
man, who’s a second-year 
member of the varsity squad, 
played a key role in two of the 
three Lady Lions victories.   

In the first meeting of the 
regular season against league 
rival Agawam, Guzman deliv-
ered a goal in each half, as the 
Lady Lions began their home 
slate with 2-1 victory, last 
Thursday afternoon.

“It feels really good to 
score two goals and help my 
team win a game,” said Guz-
man, who scored only two 
goals for the varsity team as a 
sophomore. “I couldn’t have 
done it without the help of 
my teammates.”

Guzman also scored a 
pair of goals in Ludlow’s sea-
son opening 2-0 win at South 
Hadley on September 8.

She was credited with 
an assist in a 3-2 road loss 
against Northampton, which 
was the Lady Lions only set-
back. 

The Brownies (1-4, 1-2), 
who haven’t beaten the Lady 
Lions since 2019, lost their 
fourth consecutive match af-
ter beginning the 2026 cam-
paign with a 2-0 non-league 
victory at Chicopee Comp. 

The home side was given a 
penalty kick by the referees a 
minute into the opening half 
following a foul in the box.

Guzman took the PK 
but Agawam junior goalie 
Kayleen Sullivan made the 
save. 

“I was shocked when I 
made the save on the PK be-
cause goalies usually don’t 
make them,” said Sullivan, who 
made a total of nine saves in 
the road match. “Even though 
we lost, it was still a very com-
petitive game.”

After making the initial 
save on the PK, the ball slipped 
away from the Brownies keep-
er. Guzman pounced on the 
rebound and her shot attempt 
clanged off the right post leav-
ing the contest scoreless.

The Lady Lions had a cou-
ple of other scoring chances 
during the first twenty min-
utes of the opening half.

Down at the other end of 
the field, Ludlow senior goalie 
Maddy Riley (10 saves) made a 
save on the Brownies first shot 
attempt taken by sophomore 
Grace Curto in the 27th min-
ute.

The Lady Lions took a 
1-0 lead seven minutes lat-
er when a shot by Guzman 
slipped past Sullivan into the 
back of the net.

“I really didn’t think I 
scored on that shot,” Guzman 
said. “The ball just bounced 
into the net.”  

Senior Maeve Carter was 
credited with the assist on 
the Lady Lions first goal.

With a minute remain-

ing in the opening half, the 
Brownies tied the score fol-
lowing a free kick goal. The 
kick was taken by junior 
Gaby Ramos and sophomore 
Olivia Izzo put a shot into the 
net for her first goal of the 
season.

The match was tied 1-1 at 
halftime.

The Lady Lions retook the 
lead eight minutes into the 
second half. 

The scoring play began 
with a long punt by Riley. 
Guzman gained possession 
of the loose ball before lining 
a shot into the back of the 
net.

“Maddy always does a 
very good job punting the 
ball down the field,” Guzman 
said. “I’m very glad that I was 
able to score another game 
winning goal.”    

Seconds after the field 

lights clicked on during the 
62nd minute, Agawam fresh-
man Mackenzie Lynch lofted 
a shot from about 25 yards 
out. Riley managed to knock 
the ball over the crossbar re-
sulting in a corner kick and 
keeping the one goal lead.

Ten minutes later, Aga-
wam sophomore Mena Stel-
lato fired a shot attempt 
from the right sideline that 
skipped wide of the net.  

While the scoreboard 
clock ran for whole 40 min-
utes in the first half, the ref-

erees had the clock turned off 
with three minutes remain-
ing in regulation.

Sullivan prefers the clock 
to keep running throughout 
the entire match.

“It was very stressful when 
they stopped the clock late 
in the second half,” Sullivan 
said. “I like to breakdown 
the game in ten minute seg-
ments. I had no idea how 
much time was left when the 
turned off the clock.”

Girls soccer falls in Ludlow

Nawra Ahmed heads up the field.

Olivia Izzo brings in a pass.

Gabriella Ramos settles the ball after collecting a pass

Bella Santaniello competes to keep possession.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

SOCCER ❙   page 12
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SportsSports

SPRINGFIELD – On the 
heels of their remarkable run 
to within one game of the 
Eastern Conference Finals, 
the Springfield Thunderbirds 
have reason to believe the 
carryover effect from their 
postseason success is very real 
heading into the 2026-27 cam-
paign.

Here are five things to 
watch at Opening Night inside 
the Thunderdome.

1: The Effect of Steve Ott for 
a Full Season

It is undeniable the impact 
that Steve Ott had on his team 
when he arrived in mid-Janu-
ary. A brand new leading voice 
in a dressing room does not al-
ways guarantee a turnaround 
in a team’s fortunes, but it was 
clear that Ott’s confidence in 
the group rubbed off on the 
T-Birds and their play in the 
back half of the regular season 
and into the postseason. 

From the time Ott took 
over on Jan. 19, Springfield’s 
statistical metrics improved 
in just about every category, 
highlighted by more than half 
a goal per-game improvement 
both offensively (2.63 goals for 
per game in 38 games before 
Ott took over vs. 3.15 goals per 
game after) and defensively 
(3.66 goals allowed per game 
before Ott vs. 2.97 after). 

After signing his two-year 
contract extension in the 
offseason, Ott now has the 
opportunity to run his own 
training camp and install his 
systems and structures from 
the onset of an AHL season. 
After already proving him-

self as a motivator for young 
players and veterans alike, the 
continuity that will come from 
Ott having an extended period 
to implement his style – the 
“X’s and O’s” – on a new roster 
should provide the T-Birds a 
terrific opportunity to come 
out of the gates firing. 

2: Confidence Carrying 
Over in Net

There may be no better 
case study in Ott’s belief and 
confidence in his group than 
the boost he received from 
his masked men between the 
pipes. After being thrust into 
a win-or-go-home Game 2 
in Charlotte in the playoffs’ 
opening round, Georgii Roma-
nov quickly showcased what 
made him an NHL netmind-
er in his earlier days with the 
Sharks organization. 

Romanov’s regular sea-
son was unpredictable, as the 
T-Birds backstop won just 
nine of his 24 decisions and 
posting a 3.29 goals-against 
average and .896 save per-
centage. He, in essence, was 
the T-Birds’ third goaltender 
on the depth chart heading 
into the postseason. But af-
ter an 8-1 loss that saw both 
Vadim Zherenko and Will 
Cranley put to pasture in 
Game 1 against the Check-
ers, Ott installed Romanov in 
Game 2, and the 26-year-old 
made good on his coach’s be-
lief, stopping 29 of 31 shots to 
force a Game 3, where Roman-
ov held Charlotte off the board 
for nearly 70 minutes after al-
lowing an early goal en route 
to a 2-1 overtime triumph.

By the time the postsea-
son dust settled, Romanov’s 
11-game sample size was ex-
emplary – nine starts of two 
goals allowed or fewer, a pair 
of shutouts, and a .939 save 
percentage to go along with a 
7-4 record. 

Romanov’s game elevated 
at the biggest moment, and 
the Blues rewarded the net-
minder’s work with a two-year 
contract extension, presum-
ably penciling him in as the 
T-Birds’ top dog in the crease 
and insurance for St. Louis in 
the event of injury to Jordan 
Binnington or Joel Hofer. 

Romanov was not the only 
goaltender to exhibit a boost 
in confidence under Ott’s 
guidance. Cranley also earned 
an extension from the Blues 
after he posted a 6-3-0 record 
after Ott’s appointment to 
head coach. Cranley led all 
T-Birds goalies in the second 
half of the season with a 2.67 
goals-against average and .903 
save percentage. With Roma-
nov and Cranley, the T-Birds 
return a confident pair in the 
net who can share the load 
during the most concentrated 
portions of the schedule. 

3: How High Can the Pros-
pects Fly?

The Blues & Thunderbirds 
enter the 2026-27 season 
boasting perhaps the most 
highly-anticipated prospect 
class in the T-Birds’ 10-year 
AHL run. A pair of Blues’ first-
round picks – forward Justin 
Carbonneau and defensem-
an Adam Jiricek – are enter-
ing their first full seasons of 

professional hockey, and the 
possibility exists that both 
players will begin the season 
in Springfield.

While neither 19-year-old 
posted points in their com-
bined nine postseason games 
with Springfield, Ott went out 
of his way to compliment both 
players’ poise in their first 
taste of meaningful pro hock-
ey. It may be unreasonable to 
expect stat sheets quite like 
their junior totals a season ago 
(51 goals for Carbonneau w/ 
QMJHL Blainville, 59 points in 
55 games for Jiricek w/ OHL 
Brantford), but given the in-
sulation of veteran talent and 
leadership on both ends of the 
ice, it’s not far-fetched to think 
they can be impact players ei-
ther. 

Jiricek and Carbonneau 
may be the future Blues at 
the top of fans’ watch lists, 
but there is no lack of talent 
to go around. Up front, Otto 
Stenberg and Alek Kaskimaki 
will both get extended looks in 
St. Louis training camp after 
strong showings a season ago 
at both the NHL and AHL lev-
els. Theo Lindstein is a strong 
candidate to land a roster spot 
on the St. Louis blue line, but 
Quinton Burns, Marc-Andre 
Gaudet, Colin Ralph, and Mi-
chael Buchinger all figure to be 
on St. Louis’s scouting radar as 
well. In total, 15 St. Louis draft 
picks from Springfield’s post-
season roster will be jockeying 
for spots in training camp, so 
a healthy competition will al-
ready be firmly in place. 

Given the unpredictable 

nature of injuries, roster 
moves, and call-ups, Ott and 
the Thunderbirds should have 
a healthy rolodex of depth op-
tions as the season evolves. 

4: Leadership Group Grow-
ing & Contributing 

One look at recent Calder 
Cup championship rosters 
proves that a healthy balance 
of youthful exuberance and 
veteran experience is the reci-
pe AHL teams covet in pursuit 
of a title. 

The Blues & Thunderbirds’ 
prospect pool is as deep as it 
has ever been, but Co-Gener-
al Managers Ryan Miller and 
Tim Taylor – in collaboration 
with Blues General Manager 
Alexander Steen – also bol-
stered the depth of veterans 
when they signed T.J. Tynan 
to an AHL contract on July 2. 
Tynan is a two-time AHL MVP 
who has logged a staggering 
579 career assists across 760 
AHL games. He is a bonafide 
power play distributor who 
should offer a great table-set-
ting option for Carbonneau, 
Kaskimaki, and others. 

Tynan joins an already ex-
perienced leadership group 
that returns captain Chris 
Wagner and alternate captain 
Calle Rosen, who will anchor 
the forward and defense units 
respectively. Between the trio, 
they combined for 131 points 
last season, so their leader-
ship is not limited to the in-
tangibles. Wagner is coming 
off his most prolific offensive 
season of his 14-year-career, 
as he posted personal bests 
in goals (24), assists (26), and 

points (50). 
5: The Thunderdome Ad-

vantage
You didn’t think I’d put a 

list of things I look forward 
to without including the fan-
base, did you? Ott’s impact 
on the team was sizable, but 
the home-ice boost would 
not have been possible with-
out T-Birds fans at their noisy 
best.

Before Ott took over, the 
T-Birds were just 6-7-2-1 in 
their first 16 home games of 
the season. Down the stretch, 
Springfield earned points 
in 14 of their final 20 home 
games (12-6-2-0) and added a 
3-1 record across four home 
playoff games to reaffirm what 
Ott and his players already 
knew – the Thunderdome is 
truly one of the best home-ice 
advantages in the American 
Hockey League.

That advantage could 
be pivotal in 2026-27, as the 
T-Birds’ schedule boasts 17 of 
their 36 home games before 
New Year’s Day. Calder Cups 
are not won or lost in the 
opening weeks of the season, 
but a strong start on familiar 
soil could prove the difference 
between a first-round bye and 
a play-in series. Keep in mind, 
with the Hamilton Hammers 
joining the league’s North Di-
vision in place of the depart-
ing Bridgeport Islanders, the 
Atlantic Division will now be a 
7-team division, meaning that 
3 of the 5 qualifying playoff 
teams will get an automatic 
bye into the best-of-5 Division 
Semifinals. 

What to watch as Springfield Thunderbirds begin new season

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM – Both the 
Agawam and Minnechaug 
Regional girls’ varsity vol-
leyball teams entered last 
Wednesday’s Northern Di-
vision matchup searching 
for their first victories of the 
2026 regular season.

When the dust had set-
tled, the Lady Falcons play-
ers were celebrating a 3-0 
(25-15, 25-18, 25-20) home 
win over the Brownies.

“This is a very big win 
for us, especially by the fi-
nal score of 3-0,” said Min-
nechaug senior co-captain 
Haley Powers. “We graduat-
ed eight seniors and we’re a 
little bit different team this 
year. We also have a very 
difficult schedule. All of us 
want to win every match and 
we always play for each oth-
er.”

The Lady Falcons other 
senior co-captain is Nehir 
Elcin.

Minnechaug (1-3) began 
the regular season with a 

home loss to Amherst before 
suffering back-to-back road 
losses to Longmeadow and 
Blackstone Valley Voc./Tech.

“We only have five return-
ing players from last year’s 
team,” Minnechaug head 
coach Mark Taylor. “We do 
have a few talented players, 
and we just want to keep im-
proving.” 

A year ago, the Lady Fal-
cons squeaked out a 3-2 win 
over the Longmeadow Lanc-
ers in the Western Mass. 
Class A finals. They then ad-
vanced to the sweet 16 of the 
Division 2 state tournament.

Minnechaug has also won 
the last seven meetings on 
the volleyball court against 
Agawam.  

The last time that the 
Brownies celebrated a win 
in the series was a 3-0 home 
victory on September 23, 
2022. They began this season 
with losses against Amherst 
and Chicopee Comp.

“This was probably our 
most competitive match of 
the season,” said Agawam 
head coach Jess Colson. “I’m 

proud of the way my players 
kept battling back against a 
very talented Minnechaug 
team. We’re still hoping to 
qualify for both the West-
ern Mass. and state tourna-
ments.”

Colson praised the per-
formance of junior Madeline 
Maharne, who’s a co-captain 
along with senior Michelle 
Le. 

“Madeline is our setter 
and I thought she played 
very well. She’s one of our 
captains,” Colson added. 
“Michelle Le is also a cap-
tain, but she didn’t play in 
today’s match.”

The Lady Falcons held a 
slim lead at the start of the 
opening set.

The score was tied 10-10 
An unforced error then 

gave the visiting team an 
11-10 advantage, which was 
their first lead. 

Minnechaug responded 
with a 5-0 spurt with fresh-
man Jenahia Monet handling 
the serving duty. Monet had 
a couple of aces during that 

span.
“Jenahia is a very talent-

ed volleyball player,” Powers 
said. “She might be only a 
freshman, but she sees the 
game very well. She’s very 
mature for her age.”

Taylor didn’t know Monet 
until the first day of practice. 

“I believe she plays volley-
ball for a club team,” Taylor 
said. “The defense that her 
club team uses is a little bit 
different than the one we use. 
She’s been picking it up very 
quickly.” 

A kill by Elcin gave the 
Lady Falcons a 16-12 lead.

With sophomore Sireen 
Awaki doing the serving, the 
home team won the next five 
points.

The Lady Falcons contin-
ued to pull away in the first 
set as they built a double dig-
it lead.

A kill by sophomore Re-
ese Glynn gave the Brownies 
a 9-5 advantage early in the 
second set. 

Brownies girls volleyball suffers loss to Minnechaug
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Left: Chloey Fiermonte sets the ball back to a teammate.
Above: Kiley Ryan sends a hit over the net.
Right: Madeline Mahame starts play with a serve.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P2005EA

Estate of: 
Elizabeth Ann Hammett

Date of Death: 06/17/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Joseph A Bonfitto 
of Palmer, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Joseph A Bonfitto of Palmer, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 

have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/19/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 18, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/24/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1980EA

Estate of: 
Paul Anthony McDonough

Also known as: 
Paul A McDonough

Date of Death: 06/23/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Daniel McDonough of Long-
meadow, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Daniel McDonough of Long-
meadow, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/14/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 

inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 16, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/24/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P1981EA
Estate of: 

Robert H. Yon
Also Known As: 

Robert Henry Yon
Date of Death: 

February 16, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Daniel R. 

Yon of Belchertown, MA
a Will has been admitted to 

informal probate.
D a n i e l  R .  Yo n  o f 

Belchertown, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety on 
the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
unde r  the  Massachuse t t s 
Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court 
to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.
09/24/2026

WINCHESTER, NH - 
Todd Patnode won’t win his 
seventh track championship 
this season at Monadnock 
Speedway, but the Swanzey 
star is going all out to leave 
his mark on the 2026 cam-
paign.

Slowed by a sluggish start 
this summer and then side-
lined by an injury, he has ex-
ploded back into his cham-
pionship form, winning his 
second Modified feature 
in a row Saturday, Sept. 12, 
and setting himself up for a 
threepeat bid in next week’s 
season finale.

Patnode wasn’t the only 
big winner Saturday, as the 
speedway crowned 2026 
Triple Crown champions in 
all divisions with the third 
and final leg of its three-race 
summer series. Ty LeClerc, 
a close second to Patnode 
in the Modified main event, 
celebrated his triple crown 
championship.

Other feature winners 
Saturday included Limited 
Late Model ace JD Stockwell,, 
Craig Chaffee, who won a 
thriller in the Mini Stocks, 
and Dylan Zullo, who scored 
his first win of the season 
aboard the CJ Johnson ride. 
Young Gun whiz Dylan Sta-
ti stayed undefeated on the 
season in events he entered.

Following an elaborate 
pre-race ceremony honoring 
the victims of the Septem-
ber 11 tragedy 25 years ago, 
a ceremony in which all of 
Saturday night’s drivers par-
ticipated, it was Dylan Stati 
time again, as the Palmer, 
MA pre-teen rocketed to 
victory atop a six-car field in 
the Doug’s Auto Body youth 
division. Quinton Perkins 
raced to a career best in sec-
ond, and Eli Elliott trophied 
in third.

Rookie Kyle Kenny and Ty 
LeClerc sat up front as the 

50-lap All States Materials 
Group 604 Modified main 
event went green. LeClerc, a 
two-time winner a summer 
ago, was hungry for his first 
2026 victory, and with Triple 
Crown points leader Eddie 
Gomarlo sidelined with en-
gine issues, was in great po-
sition for that score too.

Andrew Brousseau and 
Todd Patnode had big plans 
of their own, leaning all over 
LeClerc in their bids for the 
top spot. Patnode charged 
into second on lap 16, but 
LeClerc held strong. They 
swapped the lead back and 
forth on laps 24-26, with 
Patnode then taking the top 
spot for good.

A Brousseau spin on lap 
48 set up a classic in next 
week’s Modified season fi-
nale. With Tyler Leary third 
on the night, just ahead of 
Brian Chapin and Kenny, 
Leary and Brousseau - sixth 
under the checkers Saturday, 
will enter the Champion-
ship Night final event only 
2 points ahead in the 2026 
points parade.

JD Stockwell has been the 
man at the front for much 
of the Twin State Truck Ser-
vices Limited Late Model 
2026 season, and Saturday 
was no exception, as the 
youthful Bernardston, MA 
star blasted to his tenth win 
of the summer and, with 
it, won his division’s Triple 
Crown Series too.

Hillary Renaud took 
charge on lap two and held 
the top spot until Stockwell 
lowlined to the top spot 
on lap 20. Renaud kept it 
close the rest of the way, but 
Stockwell prevailed. A lap-34 
pass brought Daniel Petro-
wicz home third, just ahead 
of Hagar, and Zach Zilinski 
completed the top five.

Tim O’Shea and Kevin 
Clayton were front row danc-

ing partners as Saturday’s 
Keene Towing and Recov-
ery Mini Stock feature went 
green. Clayton led the first 
trip around the high banks 
but then Craig Chaffee - from 
row two - took the lead.

Chaffee, gunning for his 
second win of the summer, 
had lots of company at the 
front, with past champions 
Jon Fultz and Louie Maher 
glued to his bumper every 
inch of the way. Fultz, the 
2025 Mini Stock king, blasted 
to the top spot on lap 21, but 
Chaffee wasn’t done yet.

Charging back to the front 
to lead lap 26 by a wheel, the 
second generation hot shoe 
then held strong to score the 
big Triple Crown Night win 
with Fultz at his bumper. 
Former Pure Stock champ 
Andrea St. Amour came on 
strong in the closing laps to 
earn her first Mini Stock tro-
phy of the season in third, 
just ahead of Tim Paquette, 
who had a big night of his 
own.

Paquette didn’t have the 
fastest car on this night, but 
ran a smart race to come 
home fourth, just enough to 
win the Triple Crown cham-
pionship. One-man gang 
Pat Houle was fifth under 
the checkers in Saturday’s 
30-lapper.

Dylan Zullo led a star-
stacked field of 25 to the 
green for Saturday’s Brat-
tleboro Towing and Recov-
ery Pure Stock feature. The 
speedway’s 2025 Limited 
Late Model champ, Zullo 
had struggled through an 
uneven season in the Pure 
Stocks.

Saturday, though, the sec-
ond-generation Claremont 
ace put it all together, lead-
ing all the way to score an 
easy win. Behind him, the 
battle was fast and furious, 
with both the Triple Crown 

and Weekly Racing Series 
points very much up for 
grabs.

Rookie rocketman Josh 
Brigham, heavily wrecked 
a week earlier, got up for 
second early but had noth-
ing for the speedy Zullo. His 
strong runner-up finish, 
though, put him back solid-
ly into the hunt for the 2026 
track championship. Cou-
pled with top points man 
Jimmy Zellman’s sixth-place 
finish Saturday, Brigham will 
enter the season finale only 
five markers shy of Zellman 
in their airtight battle for the 
Pure Stock title.

Kyle Begos, strong every 
week, finished third Satur-
day, just ahead of Maya Bell, 
who is surging in the final 
weeks of the season. Previ-
ous winner Linsey Wenzel 
impressed in fifth, holding 
off Zellman, who finished 
still atop the 2026 points pa-
rade but one spot shy of the 
Triple Crown championship.

Amherst, NH hot shoe 
Michael Yeaton - a six-time 
2026 Pure Stock feature 
winner - entered Saturday’s 
Triple Crown 30-lapper five 
points atop Zellman. Firing 
from way back in row eight, 
Yeaton’s seventh place finish 
was all he needed to earn his 
first career Triple Crown ti-
tle on the high banks.

In Saturday’s Senior 
Tour Auto Racers Modi-
fied feature, John Jalbert 
of Gardner, MA drove his 
1973 Pinto-bodied entry to 
first place. Gary Moore was 
second, and Chris Jarrett, 
aboard a 1940 Buick Coupe 
open-wheeler was third.

In the STAR Sportsman 
feature, Anthony Mendoza 
of Taunton, MA guided his 
1936 Chevy Coupe to victo-
ry. John Mulcahy was sec-
ond, and Ken Archambault 
raced home third.

Chaffee and Patnode get victories
ObituaryObituary

Richard Lavalette 
Sr., 77 of Mooresville, 
North Carolina, died 
Sept. 16, 2026, after a 
prolonged illness. 

Known as Bud-
dy to his family and 
friends, he was born 
Nov. 15, 1948, in 
Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, and grew 
up in neighboring Agawam, 
where he graduated from 
high school in 1966. Fol-
lowing graduation, he en-
listed and served in the U.S. 
Army. He then embarked on 
a three-decade career with 
the phone company, first 
as a technician for New En-
gland Telephone and then 
for AT&T before joining the 
“Baby Bells” as a telephone 
lineman. His aptitude for fix-
ing things extended to home, 
where he was as capable of 
repairing a car or plumbing 
problem as he was doing 
woodworking or garden-
ing. He spent years playing 
high-level competitive soft-
ball and then coached youth 
baseball, enjoying both the 
competition and teaching 
while passing down his love 
of the game to young players.

He is survived by his wife 
of 49 years, Charlotte (Cool-
ey); three sons: Richard Jr. 
(Lindsay), of Mooresville, 

North Carolina; 
Christopher (Me-
lissa), of Denver, 
Colorado; and Cory 
(Barbara), of Ra-
leigh, North Caro-
lina; grandchildren 
Izzy, Brodie, Ryder 
and Trey; and two 
sisters, Genie Mili-
llo (Nick), of Feed-

ing Hills, Massachusetts, and 
Valerie Armitage, of West 
Springfield, Massachusetts. 
He was predeceased by his 
parents, Eugene and Jose-
phine.

There will be a celebration 
of life at a future date in Aga-
wam, MA.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to S. Mitch-
ell Mack Hospice House, 1325 
Mecklenburg Hwy, Moores-
ville, NC 28115.

Cavin-Cook Funeral Home 
& Crematory, Mooresville, is 
serving the Lavalette family. 
Condolences may be made 
to the family at www.cav-
in-cook.com.

Richard Lavalette, Sr.

HOLYOKE – The Hiberni-
ans of Hampden/Hampshire 
Counties, in partnership with 
the Polish National Credit 
Union, are conducting a food 
drive September-December 
1for Providence Ministries.

The drop-off location is 
Rush Insurance [previously 
PNCU Insurance] at 270 West-
field Rd. in Holyoke.

The Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts estimated that 
approximately 61,000 people 
are food insecure in Western 

Massachusetts. Suggested 
drop-off items include Chef 
Boyardee, pasta, mac and 
cheese, tuna, soup, rice baked 
beans, and cereal.

In addition to the food 
drive efforts, every six weeks 
the Ladies Order of Hiberni-
ans and the Holy Cross Cursil-
lo Group of Springfield make 
sandwiches for Kate’s Kitchen.

Anyone interested in sup-
porting the sandwich pro-
gram, may call Rosalie Pratt at 
413-532-1677.

Hibernians holding food drive

DEATH NOTICE
Lavalette, Richard Sr.
Born: Nov. 15, 1948
Died: Sept. 16, 2026
Cavin Cook Funeral Home 
& Crematory
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BROWN JORDAN CHAISSE. White, 
mint condition, $800 or best offer. Call 
508-867-7972.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one 
item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, win-
dows, painting, wallpapering, siding, decks. 
Insurance work. Fully insured.
Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 
413-218-2321

HELP WANTED: 
General maintenance. Good pay. 

413-297-1513, Les.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful, 
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
• All utilities included
• Full kitchen access
• Laundry access
• Pets welcome
• Quiet, welcoming setting
• Ideal for traveling professionals
     or temporary stays.

For rates, availability 
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Hibernians holding food drive
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SOCCER ❚   from page 8
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Highlight 
Your Achievement 
with a Business Profile 
in the Turley Newpaper 
of your choice for only

$139
AD COPY DEADLINE

October 1st
Please provide us with:

a photograph & 
approx. 150 word bio.

Call Your Turley
Sales Representative Today!

T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N S  C E L E B R A T E S

WENDY DELCAMP
413-283-8393

wdelcamp@turley.com

BUSINESS
Women in 

October 14-16, 2026

Add an additional paper of 
your choice for only $99.

Dr. Ana Serrenho is the owner of POP Orthodontics, located in Post Office Park in Wilbraham. Dr. Ana is a Wilbraham resident and grew up in Ludlow. She completed her dental training and orthodontic residency at Boston University. In addition to her private practice, she is a faculty member at NYU Langone, where she teaches pediatric dental residents. She has been recognized by the Massachusetts Dental Society and the Massachusetts Association of Orthodontists.
POP Orthodontics recently celebrated its first anniversary, and our team looks forward to continuing our mission of providing convenient, comfortable and conservative treatment.  We offer both traditional braces and Invisalign, as well as interceptive treatments such as expanders. We use the latest in dental technology and offer daytime and evening appointments. We are excited to be able to provide a locally-owned option for orthodontic care to the community! 

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570www.mypoportho.com

Wilbraham Times
https://qrfy.io/r/Ub7gCaGmEU

Book 
Your

Consult 
Today!

5.25" x 9" ad

get done during the sum-
mer time and how much 
work you have to put into 
it for the grants and all the 
money coming in and out,” 
Committee Member Shelly 
Reed said. “It’s a lot of work 
and we really appreciate it.”

“I think you’re one of the 
most underappreciated 
people in the school sys-
tem,” Committee Member 
Michael Perry said. “Thank 
you for all the work you do.” 

Clickstein also took a 
moment to shout out ev-
eryone else who helped the 
projects come together. 

“All the projects that 
took place and are going to 
take place couldn’t happen 
without Brian Pagella from 
building maintenance, our 
Procurement Officer Jen 
Bonfiglio, and the mayor,” 
Clicksteine said. 

Clickstein is also plan-
ning several new projects 
for the fiscal year of 2027. 

Agawam received the 
green communities grant 
which will fund the up-
grade to the lighting system 
at Sapelli school. 

Moreover, Clickstein 

plans to replace the heat-
ing boiler system at Phelps 
school thanks to the funds 
from the Agawam after 
school program. 

Furthemore, thanks to 
the high school building 
project, two bleachers from 
the high school will go to 
the Agawam Junior High 
School in December. 

AJHS may also receive 
replacement of some of its 
epoxy flooring. 

Clicksteine also hopes to 
begin transitioning school 
safety systems including 
fire alarms, security, ele-
vators and 911 emergency 
lines from traditional land-
lines to cellular communi-
cations. 

This transition will make 
communication even more 
efficient in the case of 
emergencies. 

Finally, Clicksteine 
hopes to get MSBA funding 
to replace the roofs of the 
elementary schools, with 
the potential of also adding 
solar panels. 

Clickstein will keep the 
school committee up to 
date about all of these proj-
ects as they continue to 
move forward. 

SCHOOLS  ❚   from page 1

ers of Other Languages, that 
meets Wednesday evenings. 
There is a fee for the ESOL 
classes and details can be 
found on our website. We 
always try to offer addition-
al programs of interest each 
month, and coming up this 
fall we have programs fea-
turing hiking, author talks, 
graveyards, Native Ameri-
can history, the Bizarre Ba-
zaar, using hemp for well-
ness, a USO dance music 
program, sound healing and 
the annual Festival of Trees.” 

There is also a monthly 
adult board game night.

Weingart said there will 
be many great events for 
children and teens at the 
library.

“We have a number of 
fun reoccurring events 
throughout the year in-
cluding, but not limited to: 
scavenger hunts, joke days, 
weekly crafts, a community 
mosaic poster, and month-
ly coloring pages that get 
displayed at the library,” 
Weingart says. “We will also 
have some extra special 
programs coming up this 
fall including a Winne-the-
Pooh Birthday Party, family 
movies, Lego-themed pro-
grams, and so much more.”

There will also be a new 
reading challenge for pa-
trons to enjoy.

“We will have a Winter 
Reading Challenge in Janu-
ary 2027,” Weingart. “During 
the Winter Reading Chal-
lenge participants will be 
challenged to work togeth-
er to reach a Reading Goal. 
Last year the goal was to 
have the community work 
together to log 1,500 hours 
of reading. We were able to 
do that, and more! For Win-
ter Reading 2027 the goal 

will be a bit higher and we’ll 
all need to work together to 
reach this goal. During the 
Winter Reading Challenge 
there will also be chances 
to win prizes just for logging 
reading.”

Frost reminds residents 
to sign up for a library card 
in September.

“September is Library 
Card Sign Up Month, and 
for the month anyone who 
comes in to get a new or re-
newed library card will get a 
prize,” Frost said. “For any-
one who hasn’t been to the 
library in a number of years, 
this is a terrific time to get 
reacquainted with the li-
brary and all of the services 
offered here. Come explore 
what the Agawam Public Li-
brary has available for you.”

Frost hopes people will 
come out to the library and 
see what is offered.

“Libraries are one of the 
few places where people 
can visit and not have to 
spend any money,” Frost 
said. “With a library card, 
patrons can access books, 
dvds, audiobooks, online 
materials, magazines, news-
papers, research databases, 
museum and park passes, 
puzzles, artwork and now 
our new library of things.  
Coming up on Sept. 28, 
the library is hosting Good 
Neighbor Day with a host of 
activities designed to bring 
out folks in our area to get 
to know one another. “

Agawam Library is ded-
icated to bringing fun and 
educational events and 
programs to the communi-
ty each season for free. For 
more information about 
upcoming events and pro-
grams, and to register for 
events visit the library’s 
website.

Sullivan made a save 
during the final minutes, 
but her teammates couldn’t 
score the tying goal.

The second meeting of the 
regular season between the 
two squads is scheduled to 
take place at Agawam High 
School at 6pm on October 8. 

The Lady Falcons re-
sponded with an 8-2 run, 
which included back-to-
back aces from Elcin.

Minnechaug’s largest 
lead of the second set was 
24-15.

Agawam managed to 
win the next three points 
before a Powers kill gave 
the Lady Falcons a com-
manding 2-0 overall lead 
in the match.

Just like they did in the 
second set, the Brownies 
held a 12-7 in the third set 
following a kill by sopho-
more Ella Mihalicenco.

The Lady Falcons bat-
tled back and never trailed 
again after retaking the 
lead at 16-15.

Minnechaug will be 
looking to sweep the 
season series when they 
travel to Agawam High 
School on Oct. 6. The var-
sity match is scheduled to 
start at 6:15 p.m.

Julianna Castro makes a play on defense.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Goalie Kayleen Sullivan scoops up the ball.

Daniela Mozolevskiy sends a spike to the other side. Lola Fluery goes for a set over the net.


