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Gendreau turns in large pumpkin
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Agawam resident Marc Gendreau placed third in this year’s Big E Pumpkin Contest. His homegrown pumpkin weighed in at
1,279 pounds. It is on display through the end of the Big E. Agawam Day at the big fair was held earlier this week. More photos
from the fair will be in next week’s edition.
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Council adds tax
exemption option
for veterans

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - In an attempt
to assist veterans living in
the community, the Town of
Agawam will now have MGL
Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause
221 to allows cost of living
adjustments for real estate
tax exemptions.

Last week, the Agawam
City Council voted to accept
the provisions of the law.

Clause 221 is a local op-
tion statute that will increase
the annual amount of cer-

tain real estate tax exemp-
tions granted to veterans
annually by a cost-of-living
adjustment determined by
DOR. The Town has already
accepted a local option stat-
ute that provides the cost-of-
living adjustment for certain
senior citizens.

Councilor George Bitzas
said the Community Rela-
tions Sub-committee met
prior to Sept. 15 meeting to
discuss and make a recom-
mendation.
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Applicant withdraws
zone change on
North West Street

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM - Thanks to the
Planning Board’s negative
view of a proposed develop-
ment on North West St., an
application to change zoning
there has been withdrawn.

Due to farms being locat-
ed on the long Feeding Hills
Road, North West St. has
some Business B zoning on
the road.

An applicant, VIP Homes
& Associates, applied for a
zone change with the town
from Business B to Residen-
tial B. According to the orig-
inal application, VIP claimed
the proposed zoning amend-
ment is intended to allow for
residential development on
the site, which is 430 North
West St., consistent with the
character of surrounding
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City Council discusses proposed
Springfield Water and Sewer
Commission representation

By Amanda Munson
amunson@turley.com

AGAWAM - On Sept. 15,
the Agawam City Council
spoke about State Repre-
sentative Aaron Saunders
(D-Belchertown) House
Bill 2330, an act relative to
equitable  representation
to the board of directors of
the Springfield Water and
Sewer Commission; spon-
sored by Council President
Rosemary Sandlin. The mo-
tion was passed and led to
discussion, beginning with
Council Vice President An-
thony J. Russo with Sandlin
to explain that this bill will
give Agawam a seat on the
water commission board of
Springfield.

Agawam is one of sev-
en citizens that buy from
Springfield,

“We should have a say
in what’s going on, what
theyre building, and this
house bill gives us a voice,
said Sandlin.

Russo opened discus-
sion by explaining Saun-
ders’ reasoning for this bill,
“Saunders’ view is if you
buy from Springfield Wa-
ter and Sewer Commission,
the community should
have a seat at the table and
have a say in everything.
This gives a more fair and
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equitable way for all the
communities to have a
say. Like Council President
said, they are building in
Westfield and West Parish,
it is to improve the water
system. It's just under a
$300 million project that
theyre going to be doing.
The Springfield Water and
Sewer Commission is do-
ing a small project in Feed-
ing Hills to test the water,
that’s about a $2 million
project. I think it’s import-
ant that every community
that buys from them has a
seat at the table so I'm very
glad Rep. Saunders put this
bill forward and I'm glad
Sandlin put this for a vote
to show support for that,”
said Russo.

When a question was
asked if each community
would have a representa-
tive at the board, Sandlin
confirmed. Based on the
commission’s website, for
drinking water service ar-
eas the commission serves
a total population of about
250,000 including accounts
in Agawam, Springfield,
Ludlow, East Longmeadow,
Longmeadow, Westfield,
Southwick, West Spring-
field, and Chicopee. The
Commission also collects
and treats wastewater from
over 36,000 households.

Mayor attends bill signing

Last week, Agawam Mayor Christopher Johnson attended a bill signing by Gov. Maura Healey. The transportation bond law, enacted
last month, includes a 50% increase to base funding for the Chapter 90 local road and bridge maintenance program, along with a $200
million authorization to support a culvert and small bridge program, $500 million for MassDOT bridge and pavement asset management,
and $185 million for congestion and safety initiatives. The funding provided in this new law joins the $103.5 million in “Fair Share”
funding for local infrastructure included in the recently enacted supplemental budget allocating surtax revenues.
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Library announces October
activities for kids and teens

AGAWAM - Theres al-
ways something fun to do at
the Agawam Public Library.
At the library you can check
out a book, a movie, or even
a pass to alocal museum. We
also have lots of events for
kids & teens to keep you busy
during these fall months. Be-
low is a list of programs for
kids and teens that will be
held at the Agawam Library
during the month of October.

Also, if you haven't yet got-
ten a library card (just-for-
play) for your stuffed animal
it's not too late. Just stop by
the library any time before
October 1st and we can get
you one. Everyone who gets
alibrary card for their stuffed
animal also gets a Agawam
Library tote bag. Some of the
events below do require reg-
istration. To register use our
website agawamlibrary.org
or call 413-789-1550.

Advanced Lego Building
- For grades 5-6 Thurs. Oct. 23
at 4:30 p.m.

Registration is required
Compete in a Lego building
challenge. There will be priz-
es for the 1, 2, & 3 place win-
ners.

After School Drop-in -
For grades 9-12 Every Tues-
day in Oct. 2 p.m.

Stop by the library after
school and visit the Activi-
ty Room. Play our Nintendo
Switch, try out the button
maker, eat snacks, or just
hang out! No registration
necessary.

Art and Stories - For ages
3 - 5 Tuesdays, Oct. 14 and 28
at 9:30 a.m. - Drop-in.

Join us for a short story
time followed by an art proj-
ect. We will explore simple
art concepts and experiment
with materials. Please wear
clothing that can get messy.

Baby Story Time - For
birth - 18 mo. Thursdays,
Oct. 2, 16, 30 at 9:30 a.m. -
Drop-in.

Join us as we learn a little
American Sign Language,
read stories, sing, & play to-
gether.

Craft and Watch - For
grades K-2 Monday, Oct. 20 at
6 to 7:30 p.m.

Registration is re-
quired Come watch Alvin
& the Chipmunks Meet the
Wolfman, have some snacks,
and decorate your own paper
Halloween Monster mask.
Movie rated G.

Family Take and Make

Crafts - For all ages First Day
of the Week and Thursdays

While supplies last - Drop-
in & pick up.

A new Take & Make craft
will be available the first day
of each week and again on
Thursdays. Oct. 2: Springy
Caterpillar Oct. 6 and 9: Sher-
iff Dinosaur Magnets Oct. 14
and 16: Paper Roll Dog Oct.
20 and 23: Moveable Dragon
Puppet Oct. 27 and 30: Zom-
bees Craft

Grow, Play, and Learn
Wednesdays and Fridays
Ages 0-2 at 9:30 a.m. Ages 3-5
at 10:30 a.m. - Drop-in.

Stories, songs and skill
building, led by an Early
Childhood Developmental
trained staff member, guid-
ing caregivers in strengthen-
ing interactions with their
child.

Halloween Parade and
Trick or Treat - For all ages
Tuesday, Oct. 28 at 4 p.m.

Registration is required
Kids of all ages and their fam-
ilies are invited to join our
Halloween Parade and trick-
or-treat around the library
in costume. After the parade,
stay for a short (not-so-scary)
Halloween story time.

Music with Mr. Liam - All
Ages Saturday, Oct. 18 at 9:30
a.m.

Registration is required
Join us for an energetic show
filled with drums, the ukule-
le, puppets, and comedy as
Mr. Liam (Liam Hurley) plays
old favorites & silly parodies!

Open Lego Building - For
grades 1-4 Tuesday, Oct. 21 at
4:30 p.m.

Registration is required
Show off your Lego build-
ing skills! Use Legos to build
something awesome. Cre-
ations will be put on display
in the Children’s Room.

Poop Museum Part 2 -
For all ages Saturday, Oct. 11
at 10 a.m.

Registration is required
Everyone is invited to this
wonderful presentation, even
if you missed the first one.
That’s no problem! Visitors to
The Poop Museum will meet:
- 'The animal whose poop
looks like a noodle - The ani-
mal whose poop is nicer than
its food - The animal who
only sometimes has a butt
And have a blast learning
about animal poop.

Pre-K Pals - For ages 3 -
5 Mondays in October at 11
a.m.

Registration is required
No class Monday, Oct. 13. We
will provide activities to sup-
port your child to learn by
playing.

Special Saturday Drop-
in Craft: 3-D Animal Football
Craft - For All Ages Saturday,
Oct. 25, All Day

While supplies last - Drop-
in & pick up. This fall craft
will score big with kids who
want a gridiron decoration
for their rooms.

Teen Advisory Board -
For grades 7-12 Wednesday,
Oct. 8 at 6 p.m.

Make plans for teen li-
brary programs and the Teen
Space, and eat pizza! Mem-
bers of the Teen Advisory
Board can earn community
service hours for their par-
ticipation. If youd like to join,
contact Evan at edelano@
agawamlibrary.org or 413-
789-1550 extension 3.

Teen Take and Make
Craft - For grades 7-12 Avail-
able starting Wednesday,
Oct. 1

Stop by the Teen Space
to pick up a Take and Make
Craft kit. They’ll be available
until we run out of supplies.
No registration necessary.

Teen Trivia Thursday -
For grades 7-12 Every Thurs-
day in October at 2 p.m.

Visit the Teen Space and
answer a trivia question to
get a small prize.

Toddler Time - For 19
mo. - 36 mo. Monday, Oct. 27
at 9:30 a.m.

Drop-in. Join us as we read
stories, sing, and play togeth-
er.

Will it Chocolate?- For
grades 3-4 Wednesday, Oct.
22 at 6 p.m.

Registration is required

Does  chocolate real-
ly make everything better?
Come try some wacky food
and chocolate combinations
and figure out the answer to
one question: Will it Choco-
late?

Will it Chocolate?- For
grades 5-6 Wednesday, Oct.
22 at 7 p.m.

Registration is required
Does chocolate really make
everything better? Come try
some wacky food and choco-
late combinations and figure
out the answer to one ques-
tion: Will it Chocolate?

To register for any library
programs please use our
website agawamlibrary.org
or call 413-789-1550.

Residents challenged to bake history

AGAWAM - Area resi-
dents are encouraged to en-
ter the Agawam Historical
Association’s annual Apple
Pie Contest, to be held on
Saturday, Oct. 4 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Thom-
as Smith House, 251 North
West Street, Feeding Hills.
The National Register-list-
ed Smith House and its
preserved 1920s garage will
also be open for tours.

The contest is open to
the public (amateur bakers
only, please) and entrants
may use their own favorite
recipe, using either a home-
made or store-bought,
full, top and bottom, dou-
ble (rolled) crust. Fresh
apples must be used; no
store-bought fillings, tarts,
or crisps are allowed. Pies
must be baked in a 9” or 10”
disposable pie plate and be
at room temperature when
delivered. No identification
is allowed on the pie tin.
Pies will not be returned.

Participants must regis-
ter on or before Wednesday,
Oct. 1 by texting Katy at
(413) 297-4967 or emailing
1855@agawambhistory.org.
Pies must be dropped off by
12:30 pm on Saturday, Oct.
4 at: Thomas Smith House,
251 North West Street,
Feeding Hills, Mass.

Judging will begin at 1:30

Residents are encouraged to enter the Agawam Hlstorlcal
Association’s Pie Contest coming up on Oct. 4.

p-m. by Don Anderson, Aga-
wam Historical Association
Board Member Emeritus;
Sarah Curran, 2024 AHA
Apple Pie Contest First
Place Winner; and Agawam
Mayor Christopher John-
son, who will judge entries
on flavor, filling, crust and
overall appearance, and
creativity. The decisions of
the judges are final. In addi-
tion to bragging rights, the
first place winner will re-
ceive a blue ribbon and an
apron hand-sewn by AHA
board member Charlotte
Fields.

The Agawam  High
School Marching Band will
make their Smith House
debut at noon and perform
stand tunes and pieces

from their 2025 field show,
and local historian and
“Whips of Westfield” au-
thor Bruce Cortis will be
on hand during the open
house to discuss the indus-
try that powered the West-
field economy during the
late 18th century.

Signed copies of the his-
torical association’s new
Images of America title,
Around Agawam and Feed-
ing Hills will also be avail-
able for purchase. The book
features more than 200 his-
toric photos depicting Aga-
wam and Feeding Hills’ rich
history. Proceeds from the
sales of the book will ben-
efit the Agawam Historical
Association. This event is
free and open to the public.

Chamber holding business expo

WEST SPRINGFIELD -
The West of the River Cham-
ber of Commerce is proud to
announce the Western Mass
Business Expo, taking place
on Wednesday, Oct. 8 from
3 to 6 p.m. at the Carriage
House at Storrowton Tavern
in West Springfield, spon-
sored by Freedom Credit
Union and AVZ Promotions.

This highly anticipated
event brings together busi-
nesses, entrepreneurs, and
community leaders from
across the region for an
afternoon of networking,
connections, and opportu-

nities. Attendees will have
the chance to meet with lo-
cal vendors, discover the di-
verse products and services
Western Massachusetts has
to offer, and build mean-

ingful relationships that
strengthen our business
community.

“The Western Mass Busi-
ness Expo is more than a
showcase—it’s a celebration
of the innovation, talent,
and resources that make
our region thrive,” said Rob-
in Woziak, Executive Direc-
tor for the West of the River
Chamber of Commerce. “We

invite business profession-
als and community mem-
bers alike to join us and ex-
perience firsthand all that
Western Mass has to offer.”

The Expo will feature:

« Exhibitor booths from
businesses across various
industries

+ Networking opportuni-
ties with business leaders
and peers

« A welcoming environ-
ment to foster new partner-
ships and collaborations

Admission is free, and all
are welcome to attend.

Catholic Women’s Club members
to pray the Rosary Oct. 14

AGAWAM - Everyone is
invited to join the members
of the Catholic Women’s
Club of Agawam on Tues-
day, Oct. 14, in St. John the
Evangelist Church at 833

$1200/week

207-607-9333

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COUNTRY STYLE

INFLATIO

PORK RIBS.........oumuussns

$1 S|)b9

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS.......

5224

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS

STUFFED PORK CHOPS or
ROAST w/BREAD STUFFING® 25>

SLICED (N OUR DELI
ALY LT ——

55%9

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. STOREMADE

SWISS CHEESE............ 2444

ITALIAN SAUSAGE....... 2@ 19

USDA INSP. STOREMADE

SHAVED STEAK......umusine

SALE DATES:

562
b

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE or
T-BONE STEAKS

$Q99
Ib
USDA INSP.

FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY
DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

5523

9/25/25-10/1/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

PRICES IN
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

ORNISH
BAME HENS > 202

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1015 546 s>

77

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 105 srconnn® 1 22

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FULLY COOKED
PORK BREAKFAST PATTIES..... S22

5LB

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN SKINLESS 6

COD PORTIONS ...
£ 90 Meat Outlet®

HOURS Mon. - Wed. 8-4
® Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION  SERVICE

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Main St., Agawam, MA, to
pray the ROSARY to our
Blessed Mother. Members
and guests are asked to ar-
rive by 6:15 p.m. to be able
to start promptly at 6:30

PUMPKINS

' Tomatoes, Lettuce, Cabbage,
\iCanning Tomatoes, Canning Peppers,
\ Delicata Squash, Spaghetti, Acorn,

SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE

p-m. Refreshments will fol-
low in the parish center,
behind the church, after
which the clubs monthly
business meeting will be
held.

—CATABRE S,E:FARM S-

257 Feeding Hills Road, (Rte 57)

Southwick, MA -

(413) 569-6417

(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM)

PART TIME SNOWPLOW
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are needed
for the Town of New Braintree for the
2025-2026 season. Positions available
for both CDL and non-CDL License.

If you are interested, please contact
Highway Superintendent
Richard Ayer at (508) 867-2451 or
email hwysecretary@newbraintree.org.

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Tu rleyPuincations

www.turley.com
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Multiple Rotary Clubs in the region combined to raise money for a fresh drinking water project.

Rotary Clubs make donation to drinking water project

Twenty-six Rotary Clubs
in northern CT and Western
MA (Rotary District 7890)
have joined together to fund
a project that will bring fresh
drinking water, sanitation fa-
cilities and hygiene training
to a needy Mayan communi-
ty in Guatemala. Including
matching funds from The
Rotary Foundation and those
contributed to ALDEA, the
Cooperating Partner NGO, a
total of $176,486 was raised.
Adding this amount to the
funds raised during the pre-
vious sixteen years brings the
total to $1,856,900.

Contributing clubs from
Connecticut were Avon-Can-
ton, East Hartford, Enfield,
Hartford, Kensington/Berlin,
Manchester, Newington, Plain-
field, Rockville, Southington,
South Windsor, Suffield, Tho-
maston, Torrington/Winsted,
Watertown, West Hartford,
Wethersfield/Rocky Hill, and
Willimantic along with Mas-
sachusetts’ clubs in Agawam,
East Longmeadow, Holyoke,
Northampton, Pittsfield, West
Springfield, and Wilbraham/
Hampden.

Also contributing funds
were three Rotary clubs from
neighboring Massachusetts/
Rhode Island District 7950
- Chariho, Wakefield and
Westerly, RI; six in southeast
Floridas District 6990 - Da-
vie/Cooper City, Ft. Lauder-
dale North Beach, Hallandale
Beach/Aventura, Hollywood,
Pompano Beach and Miami
Shores; four from District
6930 - Boca Raton, West Palm
Beaches, Vero Beach Oceans-
ide, Vero Beach Sunrise, FL;
two from District 5030 in
Washington - Auburn and
Lake Forest Park; one from
District 7980 - Niantic, CT ;
one from District 7410 - Ha-
zleton, PA; one from District

Agawam Rotarian John Barber was among those included in the
check presentation shown here.

7430 - Bethlehem, PA; one
Jfrom District 7730 - South
Brunswick Islands, NC; one
from District 7670 - Denver/
Lake Norman, NC; one from
District 7720 - First Flight, NC;
one from District 7850 - Cam-
bridge Area, VT; one from Dis-
trict 5360 - Calgary, Canada;
and the Rotary Club of La An-
tigua, Guatemala in District
4250.

These funds will pay for
the materials needed to com-
plete a gravity fed water sys-
tem with gray water filters,
vented pit latrines, improved
vented stoves for the 115
families (725 people) who live
in the rural community of Xe-
coxol, Guatemala. All labor
is provided by the men and
women in each village. These
projects continue the goal
of Rotary International to
have every Rotary Club sup-
port an international water
and sanitation project every
year. By working together,
pooling their resources, and
obtaining Global Grants with
matching funds from The Ro-
tary Foundation, the Rotar-
ians have been successful in

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

&

WASTE 4

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 * Fax 413-789-3738
WWwWW.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”’

Tt e Celebration Tane!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor
Event Rental Needs

DN
INT

Tent and Table Rentals

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
JAGENTET

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297

adding size and strength to
their chosen projects.
District 7890 Water Com-
mittee Chair and Manchester,
CT Rotarian Rick Lawrence
again spearheaded the drive
to raise the necessary funds
by making presentations
about the project to the Rota-
ry clubs throughout northern
CT, western MA, and central
RI as well as several clubs in
southeastern FL. In March
2026 he and his wife, Elin, will
travel to Guatemala to visit
the village funded through
this Global Grant. As done
for the past 17 years, he will
document photographically
the improvements and ex-
pressions of gratitude dis-
played by the members of the
village, utilizing these during

his presentations to show the
Rotarians how important
their past contributions were
to these indigenous Mayans.

The project’s implemen-
tation will be coordinated
through the host partner, the
Rotary Club of La Antigua,
Guatemala, and its cooper-
ating partner, ALDEA (for-
merly Behrhorst Partners for
Development), a non-profit
organization with ties to over
95 communities in Guate-
mala. ALDEA helps train
community-chosen people
as a health promoter, a vil-
lage dispensary manager and
someone to oversee use of
medical emergency trans-
portation funds. ALDEA also
provides extensive training in
sanitation, personal hygiene,
maintenance of the water
system components, micro
loans, nutrition, including
help in school and home veg-
etable gardens, as well as ed-
ucational talks about family
planning and birth spacing.
In Guatemala over 50% of
children suffer from chronic
malnutrition.

This Rotary Global Grant
project will help address
some of the basic causes of
poor health and will help
the villagers address basic
sanitation - water systems,
gray-water filters and latrines
— in order to help prevent the
constant illnesses that afflict
the population, particularly
children.
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These funds will pay for the materials needed to complete a
gravity fed water system with gray water filters, vented pit
latrines, improved vented stoves for the 115 families (725 people)
who live in the rural community of Xecoxol, Guatemala.
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Opinion

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Should [ claim
Social Security early
because it is

going bankrupt?

Dear Rusty:

My best friend is going
to be 62 and wants to begin
taking her Social Security
immediately.

Her reasoning not to
wait is the thought that it is
going to run out in 10 years,
so she wants as much of her
money before that happens.
I have paid into Social Se-
curity my entire working
life (44 years and counting).
What are your thoughts on
taking it as soon as you are
eligible?

Signed:

Uncertain what to do

Dear Uncertain:

Deciding when to claim
Social Security is a some-
times-confusing task, but
no one should ever claim
SS early because they be-
lieve Social Security will go
bankrupt in the near future.
Social Security cannot and
will not go bankrupt. What
your friend may be referring
to is the fact that Social Se-
curity will be facing some
financial issues in 2033 un-
less Congress acts soon to
reform the program. And
they will act, but likely not
until they must.

The fact is, Social Se-
curity still has about $2.7
trillion in reserved funds
which are now being used
to pay full benefits. If that
Reserves balance were to
be fully depleted, then So-
cial Security would need to
go to a “cash basis” (essen-
tially, paying out in benefits
only what is received in SS
taxes), which would result
in about a 21% cut in ev-
eryone’s benefit. In other
words, even if Congress ne-
glected to reform the pro-
gram, beneficiaries would
still get about 79% of their
monthly benefit starting in
about 2033/2034. Hardly
anyone believes that Con-
gress will fail to eventually
reform Social Security and,
in fact, they already know
how to do that reform (they
just currently lack the bi-
partisanship to accomplish
it). But neglecting reform
would amount to political
suicide for all members
of Congress, which is ex-
tremely unlikely to happen.

Here at the AMAC Foun-
dation, we are confident
that Congress will soon

address Social Security’s
future financial dilemma,
and we have been working
on potential solutions. We
have, for several years, been
providing these suggestions
to various members of Con-
gress, and those members
are now considering our
proposals. Thus, we do not
suggest making a Social
Security claiming decision
based on fear of the pro-
gram going bankrupt.

That fear is unfounded.
Instead, we suggest that
everyone decide when to
claim based upon their in-
dividual personal situation,
considering their need for
the SS money, their life ex-
pectancy, and their mar-
ital status. And remem-
ber, claiming early (before
one’s SS full retirement age
(FRA)) also means Social
Security’s Annual Earnings
Test will apply (the AET lim-
its how much can be earned
from working before FRA is
attained).

So, our thought on the
wisdom of taking Social Se-
curity as soon as you are el-
igible is that it is often not a
wise decision and certainly
not if that decision is made
based on fear of Social Se-
curity “not being there”
soon. Instead, we suggest
making your Social Securi-
ty claiming decision based
upon your unique personal
circumstances, including,
especially, your life expec-
tancy, financial need and
marital status.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundations
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC. is a Social Security
advisor for AMAC.

1f youv aren't stopping

Then youll be stopping

for these ﬂashmg hghts.. forﬂ'wse flashing lxghts’

Guest Column

A picture Is worth a thousand memorigs

This column was p
ed by a picture. You s
a coworker got out her
phone and showed
me a vase on her ta-
ble that was filled
with the most inter-
esting velvet red flow-
ers.

“What are these?”
she asked. “Coxcomb or
Celosia, I replied, and I went
on to explain how the flower
looks like a rooster’s comb,
hence the plant’s name.

Seeing the image brought
me right back to the late
1980s and early 1990s where I
had a busi-ness growing dried
flowers and crafting them into
wreaths and arrangements
that I later sold at area craft
shows. It was a fun experience
that I shared with my parents.

Read on to revisit some of
my favorite flowers for drying.

Celosias make excel-
lent dried flowers. They are
available in three distinct
types, crested or “Cox-comb;’
plumed and wheat. Crest-
ed types such as “Fireglow;
“Prestige Scarlet! or “Big
Chief” make quite a state-
ment with their velvety-feel-
ing, brainy-looking heads in
rich shades of red, pink, and
gold.

Plumed types come in sim-
ilar colors, but are feathered
in appearance. The “Sparkler”
series are multibranching
when given ample growing
space; just a few plants will
provide you with many long
lasting stems.

Newer to the catalogs, but
really an heirloom, wheat ce-
losia is the most delicate of
the three. “Fla-mingo Feath-
er” has rose tips with a silvery
base. Pick often for an abun-
dance of side shoots.

Globe Amaranth is an-
other flower that is popular
once dried. Clover-like heads
on sturdy stems make great
bouquet fillers. Nearly all vari-
eties bloom well in the heat of
the summer, producing even
more flowers after they are
harvested.

Cut when head reach the

size of your thumbnail for
best performance.

Lemon Bee Balm or
Lemon Bergamot is the
most underused of all the
flowers mentioned here, but
it shouldn't be! Whorls of
mauve-pink bracts are best
cut when three inches long.

Stems are weak, so mix
in with other flowers to keep
heads upright or attach stems
to a wooden pick for added
strength.

Most of us are familiar
with the Strawflower, a stiff
petaled flower that feels dry
even in the gar-den! To dry,
simply insert a 23-gauge wire
up through a tiny bit of the
stem and into the flower’s ca-
lyx, just barely into the head
itself. This will give the straw-
flower a strong “stem” for use
in flo-ral arranging.

After the flowers have
been wired, be sure to let
them dry fully, upright and in
the dark to preserve their rich
hues. You can also simply
pluck the heads and dry them
on a cookie sheet in the dark
for hot-gluing later on.

Love in a Mist or Nigella
is an old-fashioned beauty
that has light blue, white or
rosy pink short-lived flowers
followed by really neat brown
striped seed pods. When ful-
ly dry these look like pep-per
shakers, dropping their seeds
to an fro. The pods are desir-
able for dried wreaths and ar-
range-ments.

Keep picking as soon as
the heads are fully developed
to keep the plant producing,.

Prince’s Feather is a
member of the Amaranth

family and grows lush plumes
worth of a promi-nent place
in your arrangements. Small-
er side shoots are great
for more delicate work.

Colors are typical-
ly shades of burgun-
dy. Plants can grow
anywhere from eighteen

inches to sever-al feet tall so
site accordingly.

Winged Ammobium is
a two foot tall, floppy annu-
al that has an abundance of
tiny white flowers. It is best
picked when the center of the
flowers just starts to show its
yellow color.

If you wait too long, the
centers will turn brown and
unattractive. Gather small
bunches of ten to twelve
stems and secure them with
rubber bands. Here too at-
tach a wooden florist pick to
tiny bunches for ease in floral
arranging- besides giving the
stem some strength, it will
give it additional length.

An attic or barn loft are the
best options in which to hang
your harvest to dry. Flowers
dried in the dark will retain
their vivid colors very well
and the heat will dry them out
quickly.

Make small bunches of
fresh cut flowers, securing
them with a rubber band, not
string. The rubber band will
shrink along with the stems
as they are drying. Hang them
upside down and you will be
rewarded with straight stems
and upright heads.

Have fun experiment-
ing with floral arranging or
wreath making with these ev-
erlasting flowers.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School
of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Mas-sachusetts. For 33
years she has held the position
of staff horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as flowers.
Have a question for her? Email
it to pouimette@turley.com
with “Gardening Question” in
the subject line.
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By Ellenor Downer

The Massachusetts Audu-
bon Society reported the
sighting of a red-eyed vireo
on Sept. 15 at their Broad
Meadow Brook Sanctuary,
located on Massasoit Road in
Worcester.

The red-eyed vireo has an
olive green back and wings,
white  underparts, gray
crown and a white eyebrow
and a black line through its
eyes. It has a yellow wash on
the flanks. Adults have red

eyes hence this six inch tall
songbird’s name. Immature
birds have brown eyes.

It builds a cup shaped
nest of grasses, bark and spi-
der webs suspended in the
fork of a tree. It sings almost
continuously from dawn to
dusk with a series of short
note phrases, “Here I am,
where are you?”

It is frequently parasit-
ized by the brown-headed
cowbird, which lays it eggs in

other bird’s nests.

It feeds on insects, main-
ly caterpillars and migrates
to the Amazon basin for the
winter. Vireos are found in
the forest canopy, particular-
ly in woodlands and forests.

Other birds at Broad
Meadow
Other birds at Broad

Meadow Brook Sanctuary
included a Nashville warbler
on Sept. 16, a great blue her-
on, a sharp shinned hawk

and a broad winged hawk, all
on Sept. 15.
Helping birds

Bird friendly windows can
prevent collisions, which an-
nually kill millions of birds.
Birds can’t see glass. Instead,
they see whatever happens to
be reflected in its mirror-like
surface. Often, this is open
sky or trees, which, for a bird,
are appealing and perfect-
ly safe things to fly towards.
It’s estimated that between

one hundred million and one
billion birds die every year
in collisions with manmade
structures, one of the biggest
killers of migratory birds.

Bird-safe glass is special-
ly designed to make glass a
visible obstacle to birds. Bird
safe glass is visible to birds
while transparent enough for
humans to look out. People
may visit the Audubon Soci-
ety at https://www.audubon.
org/news/what-does-bird-
safe-glass-even-mean for
ways to keep birds safe from
window strikes.

Here are some of the tips
they offer. Try placing your
bird feeder about 1.5 feet
from the window; it will slow
them down. Apply a thin film
to the outside of the win-
dows. The glass will become
visible to birds, but remain
transparent to people. As an
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Hendrickson seeks vote for re-election

As the son of two public
school teachers, growing
up in a working class family
taught me the importance
of community, honesty, and
hard work. These values
drove me to pursue public
office and have guided me
throughout my time serving
on the Agawam City Council.

Since joining the City
Council in 2022, I've fought
to reduce energy prices, im-
prove government transpar-
ency, and enhance quality of
life in Agawam. I'm running
for reelection to contin-
ue serving our community,
building a strong future for

our town, and working to
make Agawam a great place
to live.

I'm proud to be endorsed
by a coalition of labor unions
and political organizations
including the Massachusetts
Nurses Association, United
Auto Workers 9A, Carpen-
ters 336, the Environmental
League of Massachusetts,
and River Valley DSA. We're
working together to create
positive political change that
empowers Agawam’s work-
ing class families.
Supporting Our Public
Schools:

As the son of two public

school teachers, I understand
theimportance of investing in
our public schools. I'will work
to ensure that our schools are
equipped with the resources
they need to provide our stu-
dents with a world class edu-
cation. I was one of the most
vocal supporters of building
a new Agawam High School,
and I will continue to support
the project through its com-
pletion.

Transparency and Ac-
countability:

I passed a resolution requir-
ing City Council subcommit-
tee meetings to be recorded.
This reform provides citizens

with more opportunities to
watch their elected officials
at work. I am deeply com-
mitted to the values of trans-
parency and accountability
and will continue working to
improve the accessibility and
responsiveness of our local
government.

Reducing Energy Prices:

I passed legislation to
bring Community Choice
Energy Aggregation to Aga-
wam. Through this process,
our community will no lon-
ger be dependent on Ever-
source for our energy supply,
and we will bring cheaper

and more stable energy pric-
es to Agawam residents and
businesses.

Parks and Recreation:

I was proud to vote in fa-
vor of the Still Brook Park
Project, the pickleball court
expansion at Borgatti Park,
and the Agawam Skate Park
renovations. I will continue
to support projects that cre-
ate recreational activities in
town and enhance quality of
life for Agawam residents.
Investing in Infrastructure:
I support investing in Aga-
wam’s infrastructure. I have
supported investments in

Agawam’s water and sewer
systems that will improve
water quality and strength-
en the durability of our
systems. I will continue to
advocate for the expansion
of Agawam’s sewer system
throughout Feeding Hills.

Expanding Housing Options:

ITunderstand the struggles
of searching for an affordable
place to live. I support ex-
panding housing options in
Agawam to ensure that our
seniors, working families,
and young people all have
housing that meets their
needs.

Have your voice heard;
ask the candidates questions

AGAWAM - While the
mayor is not being opposed
for election this year, there
are 17 candidates for 11 city
council positions and sev-
en candidates for six school
committee positions. The
Agawam Advertiser News
will be sending out question-
naires to all the candidates
to get their views on some of
the issues affecting the com-
munity. But the Advertiser
would really love to hear

from you in the community.
What would you like to see
the Advertiser ask the can-
didates? What issues are im-
portant to you?

If you have any sugges-
tions for questions we should
ask the candidates for this
year’s election special to be
printed in an October edition
of the paper, please email the
suggested questions to the
Advertiser’s email, aan@tur-
ley.com. With the questions,

please submit why you are
asking the question and why
you believe it is important
for the community to know
where the candidates stand
on the issue.

Please note that not all
questions will be used in the
questionnaires and some
may need to be modified for
form and clarity.

Please submit your ques-
tion suggestions to aan@tur-
ley.com by Sept. 30.

DPW advises residents on
fall yard clean-ups

AGAWAM - Fall is upon
us, and so are the leaves! As
you tidy up your yard, the
Town of Agawam is making
it easy to dispose of your fall
Yard Waste. The towns fall
yard waste disposal options
are designed to give resi-
dents a convenient way to
keep their properties looking
great while keeping our com-
munity clean.

In the fall, dead leaves
typically collect in road-
ways, and in moderate rain-
fall events can be washed
into/on top of storm drains.
These decaying organic ma-
terials are a major source of
nitrogen and phosphorus in
urban stormwater, contrib-
uting to excessive richness of
nutrient issues downstream.
The increase of nitrogen and
phosphorus may cause harm
to our water resources, such
as potentially-toxic algae
blooms. Proper use or dis-
posal of yard waste will help
to avoid these contaminated
flows.

BagIt, Don’t Blow It!

Never blow leaves or grass
clippings from your yard into
streets, sidewalks or storm
drains.

Street sweeping services
are designed to handle nat-
ural leaf and debris removal
on public streets. Leaves and
grass clippings blown in the
streets disrupt the efficiency
of the street sweeping pro-
cess.

Bag leaves and yard waste
for the town’s curbside col-
lection program.

Compost It, Don’t Blow It!

Fall leaves are an import-
ant ingredient to a compost
pile. Without them, a com-
post pile may become too
wet and create odors.

Layer compost piles

with equal parts brown (dry
leaves) to green (food waste/
grass clippings) materials.
It's the mixture of the two,
the carbon to nitrogen ratio,
that activates hard working
soil microbes.

Mulch It, Don’t Blow It!

Turn your yard waste into
mulch and leave it on the
ground. Yard waste acts as a
natural fertilizer.

If additional fertilization
is needed, choose a slow re-
lease fertilizer. Slow released
fertilizers are more con-
trolled, releasing nitrogen
more slowly, reducing the
change of nutrients leaching
into groundwater in areas
such as sandy soils.

Help Keep Storm Drains
Clear of Debris

Keep stormdrains clear
of leaf litter and storm
debris. Clogged drains can
lead to pooling and flooding
on streets.

Routine clearing will al-
low the system to work as in-
tended during heavy rain or
snow melt.

Residential fall yard waste
collections will take place on
the following weeks as noted
on the 2025 route collection
schedule.

Yard waste includes grass
clippings, leaves, weeds,
shrub trimmings, and brush
or limbs under 3” in diameter

Limbs under 3” in diame-
ter must be tied in bundles,
no greater than 3’ in length,
weighing no more than 40lbs

Yard waste may be placed
in a 30 gallon 2-ply kraft pa-
per bag. No plastic bags.

Yard waste may be placed
in trash containers, no larger
than 32 gallon, with handles.
Containers must be labeled
as Yard Waste to be collected

Bags and barrels may not

exceed 40 lbs in weight for
collection. Bags or barrels in
excess of 40 lbs or too heavy
to be lifted by one person will
be left behind

Wet broken bags, due to
the weather, are not the re-
sponsibility of the hauler to
clean up. It is encouraged
that residents cover bags
during rain events to prevent
broken bags

A Week Streets will be
collected on their recycling
collection day on the follow-
ing weeks:

October 13-17

October 27-31

November 10-14

November 24 - 29 (holi-
day week)

B Week Streets will be
collected on their recycling
collection day on the follow-
ing weeks:

October 6-10

October 20-24

November 3-7

November 17-21

Residents may also drop
off yard waste at the Bondis
Island Yard Waste Drop off
Center located off Route 5 in
Agawam. Monday - Friday 7
a.m. to 3:15 p.m., Saturday 7
a.m. to 12 noon. Yard waste
may be delivered in brown
leaf and yard waste bags or
loose. No plastic bags. Brush
and limbs are allowable up
to 3” in diameter, no longer
than 3" in length. Residents
must provide a valid driver’s
license and vehicle registra-
tion, verifying Agawam res-
idency. Dump trucks, com-
mercial vehicles or business
vehicles will not be allowed
to enter. All rules and regu-
lations must be followed as
instructed by the gate atten-
dant on site.

Sacred Heart to host
animal blessing event

AGAWAM - Sacred Heart
Parish in Feeding Hills will
host the Annual Blessing of
the Animals on Saturday,
Oct. 4 at 10 am. in honor
of the feast of St. Francis of
Assisi. The Blessing of the
Animals celebrates the im-
portant place that pets hold
in the lives of our families; it

also reminds us of the bless-
ing of all God’s creatures.
Please keep all pets on a
leash or in crates so they do
not disturb other animals or
people. Children who are
unable to have a live pet may
bring their stuffed animals
for a blessing also.

AHS Class of 1975
to hold reunion
AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam High School Class of
1975 will hold a reunion on
Saturday, Oct. 4 from 4:30 to
10 p.m. at the Polish Amer-
ican Club in Feeding Hills.
Please email conniebeau-
dette@yahoo.com for any
questions. There is also a
Facebook page dedicated to
the reunion, which can be
accessed by searching “Aga-
wam Class of 75 Reunion”

Join ACC

AGAWAM - Come join
the Agawam Congregation-
al Church Family Playgroup
- where we will play, learn

playgroup

and grow together.

Every Tuesday from 10 to
11 a.m. starting on Tuesday,
Sept. 16, Agawam Congre-

Tuesdays

gational Church at 745 Main
St. Agawam. The group is
for all children from birth to
five-years-old.

TAX 1 from page 1

“We had a short discus-
sion with all the committee
members and approved
making a recommendation
for the provision,” Bit

zas said. “So that
we can help the veterans.
There was strong support
for the resolution. It is our
duty and they deserve it

The only exception to
recommending the full
council accept the provi-
sion was Councilor Robert
Rossi, due to the fact that he

would benefit from it as he
is a veteran. Rossi also ab-
stained from the main vote,
disclosing he would qualify
for the exemption, making it
a conflict of interest for him
to vote on it.

Council Vice President
Anthony Russo explained
the provision helps those
who are deemed disabled
veterans by the Department
of Veterans Affairs, you re-
ceive a $1,000 abatement off
your property taxes.

“Other percentages and

levels exist for this;” Russo
said. “Senator John Velis
wrote the Heroes Act, which
allow towns to do this”

Bitzas commended the
idea, while also noting the
town has already assisted
senior citizens through tax
exemptions in the past.

Velis wrote and got ap-
proved in the state legis-
lature and signed by Gow.
Maura Healey the Heroes
Act in 2024. Adding Clause
221 to Chapter 59 was a part
of the act.

GARDEN 1 from page 4

added bonus for being so
eco-savvy, the film will cut
down on incoming infrared
radiation, so it will also lower
summer cooling costs. Keep
curtains or shades drawn
during the day to reduce
reflection. Place window
decals, sun catchers, tape
strips, ribbons or anything
else in a dense pattern in the
“2x4” format, a single decal
will not work. Install a screen
or net a few inches outside of
your windows, to lessen the
impact.

Brimfield bird watcher

A Brimfield resident con-
tinued watching for migrat-
ing common nighthawks
in August, but did not have
any luck. He has seen them
in the past. He had three ru-
by-throated hummingbirds
feeding on jewelweed, car-
dinal flower and nicotiana
last month. He saw a pair of
American Goldfinch drink-
ing from the drip he has in
his yard. He also saw a female
pileated woodpecker on the
top of a mountain ash where
it ate berries for while.

Bird calls

A reader sent an email
about a free bird call app
called Merlin.. She thought
other readers might be in-
terested. She said, “Just en-
ter your location and press
record. I never knew hum-
mingbirds chirp. NowIdo.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O.
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Brownies score shutout over Falcons

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—The Aga-
wam varsity field hockey
team entered the 2024 Di-
vision 2 state tournament
with a 9-7-1 record. Third-
year Agawam head coach
Nina Bruno is hoping that
her players can win at least
10 games during the 2025
regular season.

The Brownies improved
to 3-2-1 following an ex-
citing 1-0 road win over
Suburban League rival
Minnechaug Regional, last
Friday afternoon.

“It took a total team ef-
fort to win today’s game
and I'm very proud of my
players,” Bruno said. “My
expectations is for us to do
a little bit better than we
did the previous season. We
also lost our last game and

I'm hoping that this win
gives us some momentum
going forward”

Minnechaug first-year
head coach Casey Moriarty
entered this week’s action
still searching for her first
varsity win, as the Lady Fal-
cons fell to 0-6-1.

“It’s frustrating not being
able to celebrate a win yet,
but the players have been
improving in every game
that we've played, said
Moriarty, who graduated
from Minnechaug in 2016.
“We're looking forward to
playing Agawam again.”

Moriarty, who had been
an assistant varsity coach
for the past four years, re-
placed Maggie Kennedy
as the Lady Falcons head
coach.

The two rivals split the
season series a year ago.
The final score in both of

those games was 1-0.

“Minnechaug has been
one of our biggest rivals
since I was in high school.
They always play very hard
whenever we face them)
said Bruno, who graduated
from Agawam High School
in 2018. “One of the things
that we also want to do in
every game that we play is
score the first goal”

The Lady Falcons had
the opportunity to take the
lead on a penalty corner
with seven minutes remain-
ing in the opening period.

The ball was inserted by
sophomore Tess Morrow to
senior Giselle Harris, whose
shot attempt was saved by
Agawam senior goalie Me-
gan Outhuse, which was
her only save of the opening
half.

SHUTOUT I page 10
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Road not kind to Agawam football

AGAWAM - For the sec-
ond straight week, Agawam
High School football was on
the road, this time facing
South Hadley in independent

i

Ryan Litz goes for the tackle.

othony Forand pursues the outh Hdley quarterback.

action. Agawam managed
just one touchdown and suf-
fered a 16-6 loss against the
Tigers to fall to 0-2 on the
season. The Brownies will

finally have its first home
game of the season on Friday
night, Sept. 26 as they face
Holyoke.

Game time is 7 p.m.

.......
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Joseph Duffy runs hard up the field.
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Brownies still without a win

AGAWAM - The Agawam
High School boys soccer
team still has yet to win a
match this season. However,
the Brownies do have three

Dylan Jorgensen follows through as he passes the ball away.

ties. In the past two weeks,
Agawam had two score-

less ties and 2-2 draw. Last
Friday night, the Brownies
were defeated 2-0. Agawam

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Above: Johnny Carra is pressured by an opponent.
Right: Patrick Keating guides the ball toward the opposing goal.

is now 0-3-3 on the season.
The Brownies continue their
search for their first win on
Sept. 25 at home against East

Longmeadow at 3:30 p.m.

Above: Cayden Quimby sends a pass away.

T-Birds make more personnel
changes ahead of season

SPRINGFIELD - 'The
Springfield = Thunderbirds
have announced a hire and
multiple promotions to
their business staff heading
into the new season. Sophia
Mackin has been hired as
Coordinator of Digital and
Social Media, Frank Grimal-
di has been promoted to Di-
rector of Ticket Operations
and Retention, and Steve
Brousseau has been pro-
moted to Senior Account
Executive.

Mackin joins the Thun-
derbirds after serving as a
social and digital media in-
tern with the team for the
previous two seasons. A
native of East Longmead-
ow, Mass., Mackin graduat-
ed from UMass-Amherst in
May of 2025.

Grimaldi, a Springfield
native, is an original staff
member of the Thunder-

birds front office, having
been with the club since the
team’s inception in 2016. He
served as an Account Ex-
ecutive from 2016 to 2018
before transitioning to his
ticket operations & reten-
tion role before the 2018-19
season. He is an alumnus of
Western New England Uni-
versity.

Brousseau joined the
Thunderbirds front office
full-time during the 2021-22
season after spending two
seasons as a game-day in-
tern with the team. A native
of Freeport, Maine, Brous-
seau has been recognized
for his excellence, having
been named a finalist for the
Howdy Award this past April
for outstanding customer
service in the hospitality in-
dustry. He is an alumnus of
Springfield College.

In addition, the Thunder-

birds have also brought in
Andrew “Guam” McCormic
as Retail Office Coordina-
tor and Ethan Vattaso as
Gameday Operations Assis-
tant.

McCormic served as
the Gameday Operations
Assistant last season be-
fore transitioning into this
role, where he will assist in
gameday merchandise and
retail sales. He is a 2025
graduate of Springfield Col-
lege and will be entering
his fourth season with the
T-Birds organization.

Vattaso, a current un-
dergraduate at Springfield
College, is entering his third
season as part of the Thun-
derbirds’ gameday staff. He
will manage the staff and
oversee live entertainment
elements throughout home
game nights at the Mass-
Mutual Center this season.

Owls get conference win over Dean

WESTFIELD - Sopho-
more RB Aidan Patterson
(East Lyme, Conn.) scored
three touchdowns to lead
Westfield State University to
a 48-6 win over conference
newcomer Dean College in
a Massachusetts State Col-
legiate Athletic Conference
football game on Saturday in
Franklin, Mass.

Westfield snares its first
win of the season to go to 1-2
overall and 1-1 in the MAS-
CAC, while Dean is now 0-3
and 0-2 in the league.

Patterson scored on runs
of 18 and 10 yards in the first
half, and caught a short pass
and ran it into the end zone
for a 11-yard touchdown in
the third quarter.

Westfield jumped out to
a 20-0 lead in the game, and
led 20-6 at the half, the lone
blemish on the scoreboard
coming on a 71-yard scoop
and score fumble recovery
by Dean’s K-Vorn Pemberton

with 20 seconds left in the
first half.

Westfield held huge edges
in nearly every statistical cat-
egory, outgaining the Bull-
dogs 405 yards to 60, post-
ing 24 first downs to Dean’s
8, and had a 40:02 to 19:58
advantage in time of posses-
sion. Westfield held Dean to
-53 yards rushing.

Westfield was 11-12 (92
percent) on third down con-
versions.

Owls QB Miles Foerster
(Amherst, Mass.) was a per-
fect 10-10 passing for 137
yards and three TD’s, con-
necting with Patterson, Ca-
sey Tang (Cambridge, Mass.)
and Will Brewster (Westfield,
Mass.) for the three scores.
Foerster’s perfect passing day
sets a school record for com-
pletion percentage in a game
with the perfect 1.000 mark.
Colby Pires was 16-17 for a
.941 mark against Worcester
State in 2022.

Manny Mengata (Tewks-
bury, Mass.) carried 23 times
for 126 yards, and Patterson
added six carries for 46 yards.
Nick Boucher (Dartmouth,
Mass.) and JC Pena (Worces-
ter, Mass.) each had TD runs
late for the Owls.

Justyn Gardener (East
Hartford, Conn.), Landon
Andre (Belchertown, Mass.)
and Tommy Bean (Stafford
Springs, Conn.) each had
five tackles to lead the Owls,
with Gardener adding a pair
of sacks and Andre and Bean
recording one apiece.

DaQwon Foster caught
four passes for 43 yards for
the Bulldogs. Sincere Wright
led Dean with 13 tackles.

It was the first-ever meet-
ing in football between the
two schools.

Westfield will be back in
action at home next Satur-
day, Sept. 27, hosting Worces-
ter State at 2 p.m. as part of
Family Weekend.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26 AND SATURDAY,
SEPT. 27, 8am-3pm. Rain/shine. 63
Walker Rd., Wales. Antiques, furniture,
plants, arts, rare finds.

WILBRAHAM DKG SCHOLARSHIP
benefit tag sale at 7 Evergreen Circle,
Wilbraham. Friday, 9/26 9am-4pm;
Saturday, 9/27 9am-1pm. Huge se-
lection.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.
Call Paul 413-206-8688.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xx*xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES.
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter
repair. Contact for your free consultation
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work.
No project too small.
Service upgrades, pools.
Trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-
erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches.
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
insured. Call 413-315-1614.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413)537-5789
(413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377.

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall «
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542

cimasonryhardscape
@gmail.com

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

BW ROOFING. Home improvement con-
tractor Reg. #175887. Free estimates.
15 years experience. 413-727-9846.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

Cia=J

TUNE-UPS

E UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

_____AUTO |
CASH FOR
JUN

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVIC
CASH PAID AS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33; 2
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see!
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

HOLE SPECIALIST, Ludlow MA is look-
ing to hire machine shop assistant. Good
mechanical abilities and basic blueprint
reading required. Full and part time posi-
tions available.

Email Bob@HoleSpecialists.com

PART TIME SNOWPLOW
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are
needed for the Town of New
Braintree for the 2025-2026 sea-
son. Positions available for both
CDL and non-CDL License.

If you are interested, please
contact Highway Superintendent
Richard Ayer at (508) 867-
2451 or email hwysecre-
tary@newbraintree.org.

COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE

SHOP, WAREHOUSE, GARAGE, light
industrial, yard space, contractor space/
yard for rent. 2k to 4k sq. ft. indoor space
available. Large yard/outdoor parking
available. Location: 1317 Federal St.,
Belchertown, MA. Contact Ben 413-
372-2216.

FOR RENT

4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths,
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities.
1st/last/security. References and proof of
income required. Call 413-589-0401.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER
Newly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-
street parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo
includes heat. No Pets.

Call Tom 413-896-1555
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Public Notices

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution

of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
716 Spring Valley, LLC a/k/a
716 Spring Valley LLC to Free-
dom Credit Union dated January
15, 2021 and recorded with the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 23653, Page 189,
of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for
breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing, the same will be
sold at Public Auction at 11:00
a.m. on the 30th day of October,
2025, on the mortgaged prem-
ises believed to be known as 49
North Street, Agawam, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, all and
singular the premises described
in said Mortgage, to wit:

“Beginning at an iron pin the
in the southerly line of North
Street, said iron pin being at the
northeasterly corner of land now
or formerly of one Polanczak and
thence turning an angle of 78 de-
grees 3’ and running thence

EASTERLY by said North
Street, fifty-three and 24/100
(53.24) feet to an angle point in
said North Street; thence turning
an external angle of 182degrees
6’ and continuing externally by
said North street, forty-six and
76/100 (46.76) feet to a point at
land now or formerly of one Di-
Donato; thence turning an inter-
nal angle of 99 degrees 53’; and
running

SOUTHERLY by last men-
tioned land, one hundred twen-
ty-seven and 69/100 (127.69)
feet to an iron pin; thence turning
an angle of 90 degrees and run-
ning

WESTERLY ninety-nine and
91/100 (99.91) feet to an iron
pin; thence turning an angle of
90 degrees and running

NORTHERLY one  hun-
dred forty-nine and 415/1000
(149.415) feet to the point of be-
ginning.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to 716 Spring Valley, LLC
by deed recorded herewith.”

The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all restrictions,
easements, improvements, cov-
enants, outstanding tax titles,
municipal or other public taxes,
assessments, liens or claims in
the nature of liens, and existing
encumbrances of record superi-
or to the mortgage, if any. Said
premises will also be sold subject
to all leases and tenancies having
priority over said mortgage, to
tenancies or occupation by per-
sons on the premises now and at
the time of said auction which
tenancies or occupation are sub-
ject to said mortgage, to rights
or claims in personal property
installed by tenants or former
tenants now located on the prem-
ises, also to all laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited
to, all building and zoning laws
and ordinances. It shall be the
bidder’s sole responsibility to as-
certain all items described in this
paragraph and no representations
are made concerning compliance
with applicable zoning, building,
sanitary or other state and/or mu-
nicipal regulations.

TERMS OF SALE: TWEN-
TY-FIVE THOUSAND AND
00/100 ($25,000.00) DOLLARS
will be required to be paid in
cash, or by certified or bank ca-
shier’s check by the purchaser at
the time and place of sale. The
balance of the purchase price in
connection with the sale shall
be paid in cash, or by certified
or bank cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days of the date of
the sale and the Deed transferred
contemporaneously therewith. A
buyer’s premium equal to five
percent (5%) of the successful
bid will be paid by the successful
bidder and incorporated within
the purchase price. The purchas-
er at the sale shall be required to
sign a Memorandum of terms of
sale containing the above terms at
the Auction sale. The purchaser
will be responsible for all closing
costs, Massachusetts deed excise
stamps and all recording fees.

The sale may be postponed or
adjourned from time to time, if
necessary, by the attorney for the
mortgagee at the scheduled time
and place of sale. The descrip-
tion for the premises contained in
said mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, will be an-
nounced at the sale.

Freedom Credit Union,

Present Holder of said Mortgage
By: /s/Jonathan C. Sapirstein

Jonathan C. Sapirstein

SAPIRSTEIN & SAPIRSTEIN,
P.C.
1500 Main Street, Suite 2504
P.O. Box 15408
Springfield, MA 01115-5408
(413) 827-7500
Its Attorneys
Date: September 2, 2025
09/18, 09/25, 10/02/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1923EA
Estate of:

Craig A Greenough
Also known as:

Craig Alan Greenough
Date of Death: 02/13/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Laura Greenough of Westfield,
MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Laura Greenough of Westfield,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 10/15/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 17, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
09/25/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of

the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Jasnia
Realty, LLC to Freedom Credit
Union dated November 26, 2019
and recorded with the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 22974, Page 573, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, for breach of the
conditions of said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing,
the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 11:00 a.m. on the
29th day of October, 2025, on
the mortgaged premises believed
to be known as 438 Springfield
Street, Feeding Hills section of
Agawam, Hampden County,
Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said
Mortgage, to wit:

“The land in Agawam, Hamp-
den County, Massachusetts,
being known and designated
as Lots #1 (one), #2 (two), #3
(three), and part of Lot #4 (four)
as shown on a plan of “City View
Heights”, recorded in Hampden
County Registry of Deeds, Book
of Plans L, Page 45, said lots be-
ing more particularly bounded
and described in one parcel as
follows:

SOUTHERLY by Springfield
Street, one hundred four and
60/100 (104.60) feet;

WESTERLY by Harding
Street, about two hundred nine
and 19/100 (209.19) feet;

NORTHERLY by land con-
veyed to Caesar A. Ferranti et
ux by deed dated September 29,
1956 and recorded in said Regis-
try of Deeds, Book 2500, Page 4,
about one hundred fifteen (115)
feet; and

EASTERLY by the easterly
line of said Lots #1, #3 and #4
about two hundred eleven and
73/100 (211.73) feet.

The northerly line of said par-
cel is parallel to and two hundred
(200) feet north of Springfield
Street, measured at right angles
thereto. See Book 2775, Page
470.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the Mortgagor herein by
deed of BRVS, LLC, dated No-
vember 27, 2019, and recorded in
the Hampden County Registry of
Deeds immediately prior hereto.”

The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all restrictions,
easements, improvements, cov-
enants, outstanding tax titles,
municipal or other public taxes,
assessments, liens or claims in
the nature of liens, and existing
encumbrances of record superi-
or to the mortgage, if any. Said
premises will also be sold subject
to all leases and tenancies having
priority over said mortgage, to
tenancies or occupation by per-
sons on the premises now and at
the time of said auction which
tenancies or occupation are sub-
ject to said mortgage, to rights
or claims in personal property
installed by tenants or former
tenants now located on the prem-
ises, also to all laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited
to, all building and zoning laws
and ordinances. It shall be the
bidder’s sole responsibility to as-
certain all items described in this
paragraph and no representations
are made concerning compliance
with applicable zoning, building,
sanitary or other state and/or mu-
nicipal regulations.

TERMS OF SALE: TWEN-
TY-FIVE THOUSAND AND
00/100 ($25,000.00) DOLLARS
will be required to be paid in
cash, or by certified or bank ca-
shier’s check by the purchaser at
the time and place of sale. The
balance of the purchase price in
connection with the sale shall
be paid in cash, or by certified
or bank cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days of the date of
the sale and the Deed transferred
contemporaneously therewith. A
buyer’s premium equal to five
percent (5%) of the successful
bid will be paid by the successful
bidder and incorporated within
the purchase price. The purchas-
er at the sale shall be required to
sign a Memorandum of terms of
sale containing the above terms at
the Auction sale. The purchaser
will be responsible for all closing
costs, Massachusetts deed excise
stamps and all recording fees.

The sale may be postponed or
adjourned from time to time, if
necessary, by the attorney for the
mortgagee at the scheduled time
and place of sale. The descrip-
tion for the premises contained in
said mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, will be an-
nounced at the sale

Freedom Credit Union,
Present Holder of said Mortgage
By: /s/Jonathan C. Sapirstein
Jonathan C. Sapirstein
SAPIRSTEIN & SAPIRSTEIN,
P.C.
1500 Main Street, Suite 2504
P.O. Box 15408
Springfield, MA 01115-5408
(413) 827-7500
Its Attorneys
Date: September 2, 2025
09/18, 09725, 10/02/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1876EA
Estate of:
Robert Markowski
Date of Death: 07/14/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has

been filed by Jordan Nardacci
of Alpine, WY requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Jordan Nardacci of Alpine,
WY be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 10/08/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 10, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
09/25/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of

the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Nilo-
ufar Realty Trust to Freedom
Credit Union dated November
26, 2019 and recorded with the
Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 22974, Page 600,
of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for
breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing, the same will be sold
at Public Auction at 1:00 p.m. on
the 29th day of October, 2025, on
the mortgaged premises believed
to be known as 873 Springfield
Street, Feeding Hills section of
Agawam, Hampden County,
Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said
Mortgage, to wit:

“Certain real estate situate in
the part of Agawam, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, known
as Feeding Hills, being bounded
and described as follows:

A parcel of land known and
designated as Lots 44 (forty
four), and 45 (forty five) and
46 (forty six) all as shown on a
plan of lots recorded in Hamp-
den County Registry of Deeds
in Book of Plans S, page 42,
said lots being more particular-
ly bounded and described in one
parcel as follows:

NORTHERLY by Springfield
Street, One Hundred Thirty Nine
and 73/100 (139.73) feet;

EASTERLY by Highland
Street, Two Hundred Fifty Seven
and 13/100 (257.13) feet;

SOUTHERLY by Lot 47 (for-
ty seven) as shown on said plan,
One Hundred Five (105) feet;
and

WESTERLY by Lot 43 (forty
three) as shown on said plan, One
Hundred Sixty Four and 88/100
(164.88) feet.

SUBJECT TO pole and wire
rights in Highland Street, granted
to Western Massachusetts Elec-
tric Company by instrument dat-
ed August 17, 1948 and recorded
in Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book 1954, Page 4.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the Mortgagor herein by
deed of Robert R Koziol, dated
January 14, 2015, and recorded
in the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 20566, Page
409

The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all restrictions,
easements, improvements, COV-

enants, outstanding tax titles,
municipal or other public taxes,
assessments, liens or claims in
the nature of liens, and existing
encumbrances of record superi-
or to the mortgage, if any. Said
premises will also be sold subject
to all leases and tenancies having
priority over said mortgage, to
tenancies or occupation by per-
sons on the premises now and at
the time of said auction which
tenancies or occupation are sub-
ject to said mortgage, to rights
or claims in personal property
installed by tenants or former
tenants now located on the prem-
ises, also to all laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited
to, all building and zoning laws
and ordinances. It shall be the
bidder’s sole responsibility to as-
certain all items described in this
paragraph and no representations
are made concerning compliance
with applicable zoning, building,
sanitary or other state and/or mu-
nicipal regulations.

TERMS OF SALE: TWEN-
TY-FIVE THOUSAND AND
00/100 ($25,000.00) DOLLARS
will be required to be paid in
cash, or by certified or bank ca-
shier’s check by the purchaser at
the time and place of sale. The
balance of the purchase price in
connection with the sale shall
be paid in cash, or by certified
or bank cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days of the date of
the sale and the Deed transferred
contemporaneously therewith. A
buyer’s premium equal to five
percent (5%) of the successful
bid will be paid by the successful
bidder and incorporated within
the purchase price. The purchas-
er at the sale shall be required to
sign a Memorandum of terms of
sale containing the above terms at
the Auction sale. The purchaser
will be responsible for all closing
costs, Massachusetts deed excise
stamps and all recording fees.

The sale may be postponed or
adjourned from time to time, if
necessary, by the attorney for the
mortgagee at the scheduled time
and place of sale. The descrip-
tion for the premises contained in
said mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, will be an-
nounced at the sale.

Freedom Credit Union,

Present Holder of said Mort-
gage

By: /s/Jonathan C. Sapirstein

Jonathan C. Sapirstein
SAPIRSTEIN & SAPIRSTEIN,
PC.

1500 Main Street, Suite 2504
P.O. Box 15408

Springfield, MA 01115-5408
(413) 827-7500

Its Attorneys

Date: September 2, 2025
09/18, 09725, 10/02/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of

the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by PCR
Agawam LLC to Freedom Credit
Union dated September 29, 2023
and recorded with the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 25173, Page 475, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, for breach of the
conditions of said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing,
the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 1:00 p.m. on the 30th
day of October, 2025, on the
mortgaged premises believed to
be known as 21 Dwight Street,
Agawam, Hampden County,
Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said
Mortgage, to wit:

“Land in Agawam, Hamp-
den County, Massachusetts,
being designated as Lots 31
(thirty-one), 32 (thirty-two), 33
(thirty-three) and land Westerly
of said Lot 33 (thirty-three), all
as shown on the plan recorded in
the Hampden County Registry of
Deeds in Book of Plans 2, Page
163, said real estate being bound-
ed and described in one parcel as
follows:

NORTHERLY by Dwight
Street, as shown on said plan,
two hundred twelve (212) feet,
more or less;

EASTERLY by Lot 30 (thir-
ty), as shown on said plan, one
hundred twenty (120) feet;

SOUTHERLY by Lots 36
(thirty-six), 35 (thirty-five) and
34 (thirty-four), all as shown
on said plan, and land of own-
er unknown by a straight line,
three hundred seven and 50/100
(307.50) feet, more or less; and

WESTERLY by land now or
formerly of Ida Bernatchey, by
an irregular line, one hundred fif-

ty-seven (157) feet, more or less.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the mortgagor herein by
deed recorded herewith.”

The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all restrictions,
easements, improvements, cOv-
enants, outstanding tax titles,
municipal or other public taxes,
assessments, liens or claims in
the nature of liens, and existing
encumbrances of record superi-
or to the mortgage, if any. Said
premises will also be sold subject
to all leases and tenancies having
priority over said mortgage, to
tenancies or occupation by per-
sons on the premises now and at
the time of said auction which
tenancies or occupation are sub-
ject to said mortgage, to rights
or claims in personal property
installed by tenants or former
tenants now located on the prem-
ises, also to all laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited
to, all building and zoning laws
and ordinances. It shall be the
bidder’s sole responsibility to as-
certain all items described in this
paragraph and no representations
are made concerning compliance
with applicable zoning, building,
sanitary or other state and/or mu-
nicipal regulations.

TERMS OF SALE: TWEN-
TY-FIVE THOUSAND AND
00/100 ($25,000.00) DOLLARS
will be required to be paid in
cash, or by certified or bank ca-
shier’s check by the purchaser at
the time and place of sale. The
balance of the purchase price in
connection with the sale shall
be paid in cash, or by certified
or bank cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days of the date of
the sale and the Deed transferred
contemporaneously therewith. A
buyer’s premium equal to five
percent (5%) of the successful
bid will be paid by the successful
bidder and incorporated within
the purchase price. The purchas-
er at the sale shall be required to
sign a Memorandum of terms of
sale containing the above terms at
the Auction sale. The purchaser
will be responsible for all closing
costs, Massachusetts deed excise
stamps and all recording fees.

The sale may be postponed or
adjourned from time to time, if
necessary, by the attorney for the
mortgagee at the scheduled time
and place of sale. The descrip-
tion for the premises contained in
said mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, will be an-
nounced at the sale.

Freedom Credit Union,
Present Holder of said Mortgage
By: /s/Jonathan C. Sapirstein
Jonathan C. Sapirstein
SAPIRSTEIN & SAPIRSTEIN,
PC.
1500 Main Street, Suite 2504
P.O. Box 15408
Springfield, MA 01115-5408
(413) 827-7500
Its Attorneys
Date: September 2, 2025
09/18, 09725, 10/02/2025

Town of Agawam
Legal Notice

The Agawam Planning Board
will hold a public hearing on
Thursday, October 2, 2025 at
6:00pm and the Agawam City
Council will hold its public
hearing on Monday, October 6,
2025 at 7:00pm at the Agawam
Senior Center, 954 Main Street,
Agawam, MA. The purpose of
these hearings will be to hear
the petition of Mayor Johnson,
Councilors Russo & Smus for a
proposed zoning amendment for
“An Ordinance to Amend Chap-
ter 180-8 of the Code of the City
of Agawam Entitled Supplemen-
tary Regulations by Adding Para-
graph N Regarding Construction
Hours.” The City Council’s pub-
lic hearing will be livestreamed
on the Town of Agawam’s web-
site at www.agawam.ma.us and
will also be televised on Cable
Access Channel 15 or Channel
1074. Copies of the proposed
zoning amendment can be ob-
tained from the Planning De-
partment between the hours of
8:30am and 4:30pm at the Aga-
wam DPW, 1000 Suffield Street,
Agawam, MA or by emailing
the Office of the City Clerk for
an electronic copy at vgioscia@
agawam.ma.us.

By Order Of:

Violet Baldwin, Chairman

Agawam Planning Board

Rosemary Sandlin
City Council President
09/18, 09/25/2025

SEE MORE PUBLIC NOTICES
ON PAGE 10
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Upcoming events at Agawam Senior Center

AGAWAM - Here are
some of the upcoming activ-
ities and events being held at
the Agawam Senior Center.

Thursday, Sept. 25 at
1p.m.

Join Guest Speaker, Ray-
mond Rose, for an engag-
ing and practical 45-min-
ute seminar that explores
the life-changing benefits
of self-discipline. Whether
youre looking to improve
your health, finances, rela-
tionships, or productivity,
this event will give you tools
and motivation to stay fo-

cused and achieve your goals.
Join us on Thursday, Sept. 25
1 p.m. at the Agawam Senior
Center’s Garden Room at 954
Main Street.

« Learn practical strate-
gies to build better habits
and break bad ones

« Discover how self-disci-
pline impacts success in ev-
ery area of life

« Receive tools to manage
time, resist distractions, and
stay motivated

« Walk away with a per-
sonal action plan you can im-
plement immediately

To reserve your seat, email
KLynch@agawam.ma.us or

call 413.821.0604.
TD BANK Safe Security
Awareness
Monday; Sept. 29 at 1 p.m.

This program has been

postponed until November.
Agawam Paranormal
Director Rob Goff
Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 6 p.m.

The Agawam Senior Cen-
ter proudly invites you to
come for an evening of local
investigations
that have been done by Rob
Goff Sr., the Founder and Di-

paranormal

rector of Agawam Paranor-
mal. Rob has been at hun-
dreds of locations and we
have chosen three different
cases for him to discuss and
show the potential evidence
for. You will see and hear
things that happened in The
Thomas Smith House, right
here in Feeding Hills. Add to
that The Josiah Day House in
West Springfield as well as
The Old Village Cemetery in
South Hadley. So, come on in
and enjoy this presentation,
which starts at 6 p.m. Rob
will be available both before

and following the program
to answer any questions that
you may have or even to just
listen to whatever experienc-
es you have had. Entry is free,
however donations to the Se-
nior Center are encouraged.
Agawam Paranormal does
not charge any fees for their
services so this is free to the
Senior Center making all do-
nations going solely to the
Senior Center.
African Drumming
with Jason

Friday, October 3 at 12:30 p.m.

Join Jason for this energet-

ic and lively class. Class will
run for 10 weeks. To help cov-
er the cost of this class, we
ask that each participant pay
$50 in total for their 10-week
participation. The $50 is due
by Wednesday, October 1st.

**You must pay in ad-
vance.**

No Class on Friday, Oct.
17 and Friday, Nov. 28. (these
missed classes will be ex-
tended into December and
end on Dec. 19)

Call Kristina at 413-726-
2836 to register. Class is open
to 20 participants.

Sports

SHUTOUT § from page 6

Outhuse, who only had
to make one save during the
second half against Min-
nechaug, also recorded a
shutout in a 3-0 win at West
Springfield on September
10

With 4:30 left in the first
period, the Brownies scored
on their first penalty corner
opportunity.

Junior Alyssa DaSilva
sent the ball to senior Alex-
ina Lentes at the top of the
circle. She then fired a hard
shot that bounced into
the cage past Minnechaug
sophomore goalie Gianna
Nowicki (7 saves).

“Alexina took a shot, and
it worked out in our favor,’
Bruno said. “The corner
was executed really well”

With a minute remaining
on the scoreboard clock, it
appeared like the visiting
team had taken a 2-0 lead
following another corner
goal. However, the goal was
disallowed by the referee
because the ball never left
the circle after it was insert-
ed by DaSilva.

The Brownies did put a

lot of pressure on the Lady
Falcons defense, as they
managed to keep posses-
sion of the ball for the first
eight minutes of the second
period, but the score re-
mained 1-0.

“Only having a one goal
lead kept us on our toes,
Bruno said. “I was a little bit
nervous, but we do have a
very strong defense.

Lentes is also one of the
Brownies defenders, along
with senior Kait Maloney,
senior Sam Matland, and
junior Emma Bozak.

The Lady Falcons had a
penalty corner late in the
first half.

Matland broke up the
play by stealing a pass.

The Brownies failed to
score a goal on their two
penalty corner chances
during the third period.

The Lady Falcons also
had a penalty corner in the
final seconds of the third
period.

Sophomore Peyton Lee
inserted the ball to Morrow
on the left side of the cir-
cle. Her shot attempt sailed
wide ending the period.

With 9:35 remaining in

regulation, DaSilva had a
wide open shot attempt in
front of the cage, but No-

wicki made a kick save.

“Gianna made a big save
at the start of the fourth
period,” Moriarty said. “She
played very well in today’s

game.

Nowicki was supported
by her defense which is led
by senior Trinity Burgmyer,
senior Colleen Basch, se-

nior Nolah McConnell, and
junior Reese Magee, who's a
first-year varsity player.

The trio of McConnell,
Burgmyer, and Basch are
the Lady Falcons captains.

Neither team had any-
more  scoring chances
during the rest of the game.

The two rivals are sched-
uled to meet again on Oct.
14 at Agawam High School.

Brooke Dwyer sends a pass to the right side of the field.

Extra roster spots open in fall baseball league

SOUTH HADLEY - The
Quabbin  Valley Baseball
League fall session is un-
derway with just two games
played. Due to injuries and
other obligations, a small
number of roster spots have

opened up on teams and the
league would like to add a few
more players for the remain-
der of the fall campaign.
Games are Sundays at
10 a.m. for the remainder
through Nov. 2. Anyone inter-

ested in registering can go to
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org and click on the registra-
tion link. There are six games
remaining in the season and
the fee to play in the remain-
ing games will be prorated for

ZONE 1 from page 1

uses and would support the
applicant’s plan to divide
the subject property for
residential construction.
The Planning Board did
not see eye-to-eye with the
application from VIP, and
Vice Chair Frank Destefano
delivered a letter to the city

council informing the leg-
islative body it voted 3-1 to
not recommend the zone
change.

The property at 430
North West St. is a little
more than 1.3 acres of land.

As a result of the nega-
tive review from the Plan-
ning Board, VIP withdrew
its application without

prejudice. This will allow
VIP to come back to the
Planning Board and city
council in the future with a
different proposal.

The zone change, with
its public hearing, was
withdrawn from the city
council’s agenda and the
public hearing was can-
celled.

NEWS & FEATURES

this paid staff coverage.

email aan@turley.com.

ATURLEY PUBLICATION

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well as
spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for

For more information on news or community features for the Agawam Advertiser News, please

www.turley.com

any player who joins. Players
looking to join should be age
28 or older.

For more information or
to ask any questions, contact
Greg Scibelli at GScibelli22@
yahoo.com

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P1920EA
Estate of:
Elizabeth Ann Wilk
Date of Death: 08/12/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Jill E Rack-
liffe of South Boston, MA

Petitioner James R Rackliffe
of Farmington, CT.

Jill E Rackliffe of South
Boston, MA

James R Rackliffe of Farm-
ington, CT

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
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Finn Mahoney collects the ball just outside the circle.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Olivia Govoni sends a pass away.

Public Notices

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 9

on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representa-
tive and can petition the Court in
any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Repre-
sentatives appointed under in-
formal procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any, can be
obtained from the Petitioner.
09/25/2025

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

2
3

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Town of Agawam
Notice of Public Hearing
The Agawam City Council
Administrative Sub-Committee
will conduct a Public Hearing on
MONDAY, October 6, 2025 at
6:30PM, at the Agawam Senior
Center Hall Seminar Hall, 954
Main Street, Agawam, MA, on
an Eversource petition for per-
mission to install a joint owned
pole on or near 395 Main Street,
Agawam, MA and could include
installation of manholes, wires,
cables and fixtures, including
the necessary sustaining and
protect fixtures along and across
the property. This petition is
available by contacting the City
Council Office, 36 Main Street,
Agawam, MA or by emailing
bbard @agawam.ma.us.
Robert E. Rossi, Chair
Administrative Sub-Committee
09725, 10/02/2025
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