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DPW hopeful 
projects will 
be complete 
before winter

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Agawam Di-
rector of Public Works is busy 
leading up to the winter season. 

The culvert project on North 
Street is currently on schedule 
to be completed by the middle of 
December, according to the Aga-
wam DPW Director Mario Mazza. 

This project was focused on 
replacing the culvert, construct-
ing an additional culvert, install-
ing stormwater structures and 
improving the road and surface 
conditions of the area. 

Northern Construction was 
hired to complete this project 
and they began work on the week 

Bizarre Bazaar among library’s 
great holiday season offerings

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Public Library is hosting a Bi-
zarre Bazaar in honor of the 
upcoming holiday season. 

All members of the commu-
nity are welcomed to bring in 
any lightly used holiday sup-
plies they have that they would 
like to donate. 

“People donate all kinds 
of holiday decorations, paper 
goods, wrapping paper, trees, 
ornaments, for any holiday,” 
Adult Services Library Associ-
ate Wendy McAnanama said. 

In the past, they’ve gotten 
things from several foot tall 
pumpkins to inflatable snow-
men.

“Last year we had trees, 
nutcrackers, craft items, cards, 
wrapping paper,” McAnanama 

said. “This year I have table-
cloths, candles, manger scenes 
and two three-foot high plastic 
pumpkins.” 

The supplies must either be 
wrapped in their original pack-
ages or in a clear ziploc bag. 

Donations will be collected 
from Nov. 1 through Nov. 13 
at the circulation desk. After 
donations are collected, there 
will be two days for community 
members to come in and “shop” 
for free. 

“It’s really a nice thing be-
cause it’s free and for people 
who are not able to spend a 
lot over the holidays, they can 
come in and fill up a paper 
bag...for free,” McAnanama 
said. 

These shopping days are 
scheduled for Nov. 17 from 
1-3 p.m. and Nov. 18 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The library tried 

to schedule the days around 
when other bazaars are hap-
pening in town, so that people 
can include the library in their 
rounds. 

All of the donated items 
will be displayed around the 
community room for people to 
come in and select from. 

“We go through, sort it, and 
people come in as they’re lin-
ing up outside the door,” McA-
nanama said. “We hand them a 
bag and then they come in and 
shop for free.”

Each adult is permitted one 
bag, provided by the library, to 
fill with different items from 
the room. They are also allowed 
to take out one hand-held item. 

“They can fill a bag for free 
and take one other item in their 
hand, so they can walk out with 

Housing 
forum to be 
held Nov. 1

AGAWAM – The Town of 
Agawam is holding a public fo-
rum on housing on Wednesday, 
Nov. 15 at 5:30 p.m, at the Aga-
wam Senior Center, 954 Main 
St., from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Refresh-
ments and additional informa-
tion on housing-related oppor-
tunities will be available.

The Town of Agawam has 
engaged the services of the Pi-
oneer Valley Planning Commis-
sion, a regional planning agen-
cy, to help update its Housing 
Production Plan. An HPP shall 
assist the town in better under-
standing local housing needs 
and demands; identifying de-
velopment constraints and op-
portunities; and developing a 
strategy to create housing that 

Huge gathering for  suicide prevention
‘Out of the Darkness’ Community Walk

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
Massachusetts Chapters’ Greater 
Springfield Out of the Darkness 
Community Walk was held at 
School Street Park in Agawam on 
Saturday, Oct. 21. 

Nearly 600 people gathered at 
this event to support suicide pre-
vention. At the beginning of the 
walk, there had been over $74,000 
raised by the different partici-
pants and fundraising teams.

The top three teams were: 
Team Nathan, Team Rusty Free 
in the Wind and Team Edwards/
First Churches. Team Nathan 
raised $11,535, Team Rusty Free in 
the Wind raised $5,350 and Team 
Edwards/First Churches raised 
$5,180.

All of this fundraising will go 
into the AFSP to help them to 
continue their work as an organi-
zation. 

“The funds we raise we put 
right back into the community,” 
Executive Director of AFSP MA 
Jessica van der Stad said.

AFSP works to educate people 
on mental health, help fund re-
search on mental health, support 
those who have lost someone to 
suicide or who struggle with sui-
cide, and to help advocate for 
mental health needs.

In fact, AFSP has been around 
since 1987 and it is the number 
one non-profit organization in the 
country focused on mental health 
and suicide prevention.

“The fundraising that we do 
goes through the four pillars of 
ASFP, which is education, re-
search, advocacy and support,” 

AFSP 2023 Greater Springfield 
Out of the Darkness Communi-
ty Walk Co-Chair Lyndsey Nunes 
said. 

AFSP is the largest funder of 

private research focused on sui-
cide prevention and they help to 
provide education and support for 
people all across the country.

Walks like the Out of the Dark-

ness Community Walk are one of 
the major outlets of their work.

At the walk they had several 
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Members of the fundraising team Randi’s Rainbow gathered together for a photo after they had completed the walk.
TURLEY PHOTO BY QUINN SUOMALA
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Photography submissions 
needed at public library

AGAWAM – The Friends of the Aga-
wam Public Library is looking for entries 
to their 4th Open Judged Virtual Photog-
raphy Show, to be on display after March 
15, 2024.  The show provides a platform to 
recognize and encourage photographers 
and benefits the Agawam Public Library.  
Twenty-one awards totaling $1,540 will 
be determined by judging done on March 
1, 2024.  Dave Roback and Tim Donelan, 
both well recognized photographers, will 
be the judges.

The show is divided into four cate-
gories of photography:  creative, nature, 
photojournalism and pictorial.  The entry 
fee is $25 per entry.  Deadline for submis-

sions is Feb. 15, 2024.  If we have not re-
ceived sufficient entries, the show will be 
cancelled and all fees returned.

All images must be original, made by 
the photographer, captured by film or 
digitally, and cannot be previous entries 
in our show.

The Prospectus and Entry Form can 
be accessed by going to www.agawam-
library.org, and scrolling down to the 
Friends of the Library widget.  From there 
you will be able to click on a link to the 
show’s information.

For further information please con-
tact Bob Kadis at r.kadis@comcast.net or 
at 413-789-4814.

Booklet available about new 9/11 (memorial) monument
SPRINGFIELD – To tell the story of how 

Springfield’s September 11th Monument 
came to fruition, the Spirit of Springfield 
produced a booklet which they will launch 
on Thursday, Nov. 2, at 11 a.m. in the Ar-
mory at MGM Springfield. The event will 
include a photo exhibit and the event is 
open to the public.

Spirit of Springfield President Judy Matt 
will be joined by Springfield Mayor Dome-
nic Sarno, Springfield Fire Commissioner 
B. J. Calvi, Springfield Police Superinten-
dent Cheryl Clapprood. Will Arment from 
Charlie Arment Trucking will speak about 
his experience retrieving the World Trade 
Center artifact from the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey. Patrick Sullivan, 
executive director of the Springfield De-
partment of Parks, Buildings, and Recre-
ation Management, will explain how River-
front Park was chosen as the final resting 
place for the artifact. Chris Marion from 
Chris Marion Photography, will share his 

experience as the monument’s official pho-
tographer.

Guests will be greeted by the High 
School of Commerce JROTC and the 
Hampden County Sheriff ’s Department 
Honor Guard.

“Springfield’s September 11th Monu-
ment has been one of the most significant 
contributions the Spirit of Springfield has 
made to our community,” said  Matt. “It is 
to remember the lives we lost, honor those 
who protect us every day, and it serve as a 
reminder for future generations. The book-
let chronicles the tale of how the commu-
nity came together to create the lasting 
tribute.”

During the event, notes of congratula-
tions will be read. They will include senti-
mennts from Andrew Card, Chief of Staff to 
President George W. Bush, New York Police 
Commissioner Edward Caban, and Lieu-
tenant Joseph Jurgens, New York City Fire-
fighter and brother to New York City Court 

Officer Thomas Jurgens who was killed on 
Sept. 11, 2001.

The 28-page soft cover booklet reminds 
readers of the tragedies that occurred on 
Sept. 11, 2001. It tells about the Spring-
field Police and Fire Departments’ and 
the Spirit of Springfield’s goal to obtain 
an artifact from the World Trade Center, 
when the piece was picked up, the hero’s 
welcome that it received, the monument’s 
design, and selecting the perfect location. 
It includes the monument’s dedication cer-
emony with Andrew Card, former Chief of 
Staff to President George W. Bush, and who 
will be remembered as the man who whis-
pered to the President that the country was 
under attack.

In addition to listing all the names that 
are on Springfield’s September 11th Mon-
ument, it highlights some of them includ-
ing the New York City Firefighter who in-
troduced the daughter of Steve Roberts, a 
prominent local business man, to her hus-

band.
The booklet, sponsored by Charlie Ar-

ment Trucking, MassMutual, Monarch 
Enterprises, Steve & Georgianne Roberts, 
St. Pierre Phaneuf Funeral Chapels, The 
Colvest Group, and Western New England 
University, will be available for $10 each. 
Pre-orders will be accepted at the booklet 
launch and at spiritofspringfield.org on the 
September 11th Remembrance Ceremony 
event page. There will be a $3 fee for ship-
ping and handling.

Beginning Nov.13, the books will be 
available during regular business hour at 
the Springfield Visitor’s Center at 1391 
Main St. and at the Spirit of Springfield at 
1350 Main St., Suite 1004.

For more information about Spring-
field’s September 11th Monument booklet 
“Forever in Our Hearts,” contact the Spirit 
of Springfield at 413-733-3800, staff@spir-
itofspringfield.org, or visit spiritofspring-
field.org.

First Baptist 
Church of Agawam

760 Main Street
Agawam, MA

Jingle Valley FairJingle Valley Fair
Saturday, November 18th

9 am - 2 pm
GIFT BASKET OPPORTUNITY TABLE 

Food (Pies, Breads, Baked Beans, 
Cookies, Cakes, Fudge & More)
Lunch Available for Purchase 

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Gifts (Jewelry, Holiday Decorations,

 Stocking Stuffers & More)

FREE 
BREAKFAST 

for Veterans 
& Active Military 
(Proof of Military Service Required) 

 
 

Friday, November 10, 2023 
 

Breakfast Served All Day 
Open 7 Days a Week 

FREE 
BREAKFAST 

for Veterans 
& Active Military 
(Proof of Military Service Required) 

Friday, November 10, 2023 
Breakfast Served All Day 

Open 7 Days a Week 

HOLIDAY TURKEY

PASTURE-RAISED 

IN LUDLOW

Call 413-426-6636 

More Sizes, 

More Turkeys

———————
———

THANKSGIVING REVIEW

“Hi Paul, she was great! Lots of plump 

meat and just enough fat to help prevent 

her from drying out. We will be having 

leftovers for a very long time.”

— Beth from Belchertown

———————
—————

HAND FED, PASTURE RAISED 

On a Ludlow farm, turkeys run freely, 

hand fed on healthful grains and extra 

vegetables. Minimally processed, 

they have more meat, less water and 

extra taste found only in tradition. 

No antibiotics, animal by-products, 

hormones or additive are used.
Prices and sizes 

posted on the web site: 

LibertyFamilyFarms.com

Youth aviation club enrolling now
WESTFIELD – Aviation Explorer Post 

and Club 1903 meet monthly all year at 
Westfield-Barnes Airport Conference 
Room. The program led by Heather Ma-
cInnes is beginning its second year of op-
eration this month. Youth enrollment is 
now open for all youth ages 11-20.

Youth hear from speakers in all as-
pects of aviation as well as participate 
in hands on learning. Field trips to avia-
tion businesses and attractions occur at 
least quarterly or more. Upcoming trips 

include a trip to MedFlight Ambulance 
Service, a training weekend at H.A. Moses 
Reservation and a trip to Washington DC 
in April to visit aviation museums and at-
tractions.

Aviation Exploring compliments oth-
er programs for youth that serve young 
people in aviation careers. Exploring is 
year-round, however, youth may partici-
pate based on their own availability.

For more information and to join go to 
Tinyurl.com/BAF-Explorers.

Community fish dinner to be held
WESTFIELD – St. Joseph’s National 

Catholic Church at 73 Main St., is hosting 
their  baked fish dinner on Sunday, Nov. 
19 at noon. This community dinner will 
feature baked fresh fish, roasted potatoes, 
cole slaw, and lemon cake for dessert. Cof-
fee, and Beverages included.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $8 for chil-
dren under 12. 

For tickets, contact (413) 562-3067 or 
(413) 454-2028 and leave message with 
number of tickets requested (Dine-In or 
Take-Out) along with your name and tele-
phone number. Deadline for purchasing 
tickets is Nov. 14. Take-Out dinners are 
available for pick-up at 12:30 p. m. Please 
join us for a sumptuous and enjoyable Sun-
day dinner. Everyone is welcome.

St. John’s Parish accepting 
donations for annual bazaar

AGAWAM – In preparation for the an-
nual Christmas bazaar, St. John’s Parish is 
looking for donations for the Christmas 
booth and book booth.  The Christmas 
booth is looking for donations of tree or-
naments, decorations and Christmas vil-
lages or accompanying pieces. 

 The Book booth is in need of myster-
ies, fiction books, biographies, non-fic-
tion, religious, cook books and children’s 
books.  Donations of children’s toys will 

also be accepted.  All donations will be 
greatly appreciated.  

Donations will be accepted at St. 
John’s Parish Center at 833 Main St. only 
on the following dates and times:

Nov. 7 and 8, Nov. 13 through Nov. 16 
between the hours of 1 and 3 p.m.

Don’t forget to save the date for the 
Christmas bazaar which will be held on 
Saturday Nov. 18 between 9 a.m. and 2 
p.m.  
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Baystate collaborates with Boston IVF for services
SPRINGFIELD – Baystate Health an-

nounced that it will be adopting a new 
operational model of care for the Baystate 
Reproductive Medicine Program through 
a collaboration with Boston IVF. Baystate 
will transition specialty fertility services 
to a new Boston IVF location at Baystate 
Health.

This decision was made with careful 
consideration and will allow reproduc-
tive fertility services to remain in western 
Massachusetts while offering patients 
access to state-of-the-art, personalized 
care. By keeping the program in the area, 
Baystate Health is ensuring the continui-

ty of care for valued patients, maintaining 
access for future patients, and allowing 
the program to reach its potential.

“We are committed to our patients and 
supporting their desire to grow their fam-
ily by assisting with the best possible re-
productive outcome,” said Mark Keroack, 
MD, MPH, president and chief executive 
officer, Baystate Health. “We are now tak-
ing that commitment further through a 
model which will allow these services to 
keep pace with the speed of medicine and 
which was developed with our patients’ 
needs and best interests in mind.”

“The enduring legacy of Boston IVF’s 

leadership and Baystate Reproductive 
Medicine’s unwavering dedication to pa-
tient care in western Massachusetts will 
forge unparalleled possibilities for our 
patients,” said Michael Alper, MD, med-
ical director and president, Boston IVF. 
“Together, we are committed to delivering 
top-tier care and pioneering solutions to 
help individuals realize their parenthood 
aspirations.”

As the only fertility program in western 
Massachusetts, Baystate Reproductive 
Medicine has provided a critical service 
to the community, and those who wish to 
expand their family, for over 35 years. This 

transition brings with it the opportunity 
to modernize and invest in the practice in 
a way that enhances care for patients.

The transition is anticipated to occur 
on or about Dec. 1,  at which time Bos-
ton IVF will operate a fertility practice 
in Suite 301 of Baystate’s Medical Office 
Building at 2 Medical Center Drive in 
Springfield. Specialized fertility proce-
dures will be provided at the Boston IVF 
location in Waltham, MA. Additional in-
formation will be available to Baystate 
patients regarding the transition of ser-
vices to Boston IVF through patient-di-
rect communications.

Pinocchio is coming to Agawam
AGAWAM – Pinocchio is coming to 

Agawam Congregational Church on the 
evening of Saturday, Dec. 2.

At 6:15 p.m. the original, animated mov-
ie made in 1940 will be shown for free in the 
church hall complete with a full-sized mov-
ie screen, popcorn, and water.

“It will look, feel, and smell like every-
one is in a real movie theater with popcorn 
popping, and children smiling, laughing 

and enjoying being with one another,” said 
Roberta Page, Agawam Congregational 
Church coordinator of the event.

Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Reservations are to be made by 
Thursday, Nov. 30 at noon by contacting 
the church office at 413-786-7111 or of-
fice@agawamcong.com.The church, locat-
ed at 745 Main St., is handicapped accessi-
ble with a large parking lot. 

Veteran’s Day 
ceremony 
Nov. 11

AGAWAM – The Agawam Veterans’ 
Council will be honoring veterans at 
their Veteran’s Day Ceremony on Satur-
day, Nov. 11. 

 This year’s ceremony will be held at the 
Veteran’s Green at Phelps School in Aga-
wam at 10:45 a.m.  (The location in case 
of rain will be the Agawam Junior High 
School). The Veterans’ Council will also be 
laying a wreath at the Vietnam Veterans’ 
Memorial Bridge (Strathmore Bridge) at 7 
a.m. All are welcome to attend. 

Free soil testing kits
AGAWAM – Healthy soil is the foun-

dation for successful gardening and the 
first step to cultivating healthy soil is to 
have the soil tested. The Department of 
Public Works will be offering a limited 
number of Soil Sampling Tests to resi-
dents in Agawam. Collecting soil sam-
ples only takes a few minutes and has 
many benefits to help save money on the 
lawn, garden and landscape care.

The free soil sampling kits will in-
clude test fees for a Routine Soil Anal-
ysis and Nitrate measurements, con-
ducted by the UMass Extension Soil and 
Plant Nutrient Testing Laboratory. The 
Routine Soil Analysis is the most popu-
lar analysis offered at the lab. This anal-
ysis measures soil pH, nutrient levels, 
and other chemical properties. Most of-
ten it’s used to determine the limestone 

and fertilizer needs for a soil. It can also 
be used to diagnose problems, or to find 
out whether the lead level is elevated 
in the soil. Nitrate testing provides an 
excellent way to evaluate the available 
Nitrogen in the soil, therefore helping to 
prevent the overuse of fertilizer. 

Residents should visit the Depart-
ment of Public Works at 1000 Suffield 
St., to request a soil sampling kit, while 
supplies last. Kits will include a pre-
paid testing form, detailed sampling 
instructions, packaging for the soil, and 
a pre-addressed mailing envelope. Resi-
dents will be responsible for postage. For 
additional kit information call 413-821-
0624. For more information regarding 
the UMass soil and plant nutrient test-
ing, visit https://ag.umass.edu/services/
soil-plant-nutrient-testing-laboratory.

Community 
and vendor 
fair hosted

AGAWAM – Agawam Junior High 
School 1305 Springfield St. The Agawam 
Junior High School DC Club and PTO are 
hosting a Vendor and Community fair in 
the Cafeteria during Parent/Teacher Con-
ferences on Thursday, Nov. 16, from 5 to 8 
p.m.  This event is free to attend and open 
to the community. Vendors will offer a wide 
variety of merchandise including hand-
made soap and lotions; crocheted animals; 
original holiday gifts; jewelry, framed art-
work, unique crafts and much more. There 
will be raffle tickets and snacks available 
for purchase. All are welcome.

AHA holds last event of the season
AGAWAM – Celebrate Autumn as the 

Agawam Historical Association holds its 
last event of the season on Saturday, Nov. 
18, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Thomas Smith 
House, 251 North West St.

Local educators and historians Stan 
and Steve Svec, who spoke about the His-
tory & Wildlife of the Lower Westfield Riv-
er at an association event earlier this year, 
will speak about the area’s Native Peoples. 
Stan is the chair of the West Springfield 
High School history department, and 
Steve teaches biology there.

Homemade pies are also sought for 

the association’s apple pie contest to 
take place that afternoon. Pies must be 
dropped off at 12:30 p.m., and judging 
will begin at 1:30 p.m. Entries will be 
judged on flavor, filling, crust and over-
all appearance, and creativity by Donald 
Anderson of the Agawam Historical As-
sociation, Agawam Mayor William Sapel-
li, and Mark Tansey, owner of Agawam’s 
Partners Restaurant. Contest rules and 
information can be found on the Agawam 
Historical Association’s Facebook page, by 
texting Katy at (413) 297-4967 or emailing 
David at cecco@davidcecchi.com.

Agawam to participate
in textile competition 

AGAWAM – The Town of Agawam is 
excited to announce its partnership with 
the Hartsprings Foundation and Town of 
West Springfield in a friendly competi-
tion to collect used unwanted textiles. In 
an effort to reduce the amount of textiles 
entering our waste stream and support-
ing Hartsprings Foundation’s mission of 
financially supporting Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters, Hartsprings will be sponsor-
ing the friendly competition. The com-
munity that collects the most textiles in 
weight will win a $500 donation to a pro-
gram within their community. The $500 
donation will be made out to either the 
Agawam Municipal Scholarship Fund 
or West Springfield High’s Terrier Closet 
Program.

“The Town of Agawam is very excited 
to participate in this friendly competi-
tion with West Springfield again” stated 
Mayor William Sapelli”. Having fun while 
encouraging our residents to make re-
sponsible waste reduction practices is a 
win for our community and solid waste 

disposal costs. We look forward to this 
challenge and hope to receive the funds 
for our community”.

Residents and supporters of the Town 
of Agawam are encouraged to donate 
their bagged or boxed used clothing, lin-
ens, hats, shoes, belts, towels, curtains, 
drapes, and other cloth items, on either 
or both of the two drop off dates between 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.the Department of Pub-
lic Works, 1000 Suffield St., Saturday, Nov. 
4 or Saturday, Dec. 2.

Acceptable donations include cloth-
ing, bedding, draperies, table cloths, tow-
els, shoes, hats, mittens, gloves, etc. 

A Hartsprings truck will be at the 
DPW for collection and the driver will 
help residents transfer donations from 
their vehicles. Hartsprings Foundation, 
Inc. is a registered non-profit that col-
lects used goods and through the sale 
of those goods, financially supports Big 
Brothers Big Sisters mentoring programs 
in Massachusetts and Connecticut. www.
hartsprings.org.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Snow plow naming contest now happening 
BOSTON – The Massachusetts Depart-

ment of Transportation is announcing 
the second annual, “Name A Snowplow,” 
contest for statewide elementary school 
students in Massachusetts.   The contest 
seeks to solicit names for 12 vehicles. 
MassDOT snowplows that will be in ser-
vice for the upcoming 2023/2024 winter 
season. 

Applications for the Snowplow Nam-
ing Contest are due by 5 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 1, and can be submitted by using an 
online portal:    https://www.mass.gov/
forms/name-a-snowplow-contest-sub-
mission. There is no limit to the number 
of applications that can be submitted per 
school. The contest winners will be invit-
ed to participate in a scheduled snow-
plow unveiling event.

The purpose of the contest is to cele-

brate the snow and ice season and to help 
recognize the hard work and dedication 
shown by public works employees and 
contractors during the winter season.   
Winning applicants will be announced by 
Dec. 22.

“This contest is a great way to cele-
brate the winter season in New England, 
encourage the creativity of our young 
people, and to thank all the dedicat-
ed members of our crews who keep our 
roads and bridges cleared during severe 
weather,” said Acting Transportation Sec-
retary and CEO Monica Tibbits-Nutt. “We 
truly appreciate all the people who work 
on the front lines regardless of the weath-
er in all sectors of the economy and this is 
one gesture of thanks.”

A selection panel composed of Mass-
DOT employees will choose two elemen-

tary school classroom winners that are 
located within each of the six Highway Di-
vision districts.  The winning submissions 
will be evaluated based on two grade-lev-
el categories: kindergarten through 
fourth grade; and fifth grade through 
eighth grade. 

During the first snowplow naming 
contest last winter, the winning names 
were: Flurry Fighter, Luke Snowalker, 
Plower Ranger, Sherlock Snowmes, Snow-
drop, Arctic Beast, Sled Zeppelin, Snow 
day No Way, Blizzard Wizard, Snow Big 
Deal, Snow Time to Lose, and Blizzard of 
Oz.     These names which were placed on 
the sides of plow trucks a year ago remain 
on those vehicles.

For more information on the con-
test, please visit:  https://www.mass.gov/
name-a-snowplow-contest-2023-24.

St. David’s 
holiday 
bazaar set 
for Nov. 18

St. David’s Episcopal Church, 699 
Springfield St., Agawam, will once again 
hold their annual Holiday Bazaar on    
Saturday, Nov. 18 from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

There will be crafters, baked goods, 
gift baskets, and raffles. Lunch, fea-
turing butternut squash soup, chick-
en soup,  chicken salad, and a deli-
cious new time, meatballs in a cone,  is 
available for purchase 11:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m.  The church is located  next to Po-
lice Station. 
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Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I am 64 years old and having difficulty working 

due to my arthritis, but I can continue part time as 
a podiatrist. I do not know the best way to determine 
when to retire. What is the formula or a way to deter-
mine which is a better choice? 

Signed: Undecided

Dear Undecided 
There is a difference between deciding when to 

retire from working and deciding when to claim 
your Social Security benefits. For the former, you 
should consult with a certified financial advisor, 
but I’ll provide you with how Social Security fits 
into your personal circumstances. In deciding 
when to claim Social Security, you should look at 
your financial needs, your life expectancy, your 
work status and your marital status. There is no 
one formula right for everyone because everyone’s 
circumstances are different, but here are some 
things to help decide what is right for you:

Social Security has an “earnings test” which ap-
plies to anyone who collects Social Security before 
reaching their Full Retirement Age. Your FRA is 66 
years and 8 months and that is the point at which 
you get 100% of the SS benefit earned from a life-
time of working. 

If you collect SS before your FRA and continue 
to work, there is a limit to how much you can earn 
without jeopardizing your benefits. For example, 
the earnings limit for 2023 is $21,240 and, if that is 
exceeded, SS will take away benefits equal to $1 for 
every $2 you are over the limit. They “take away” 
benefits by withholding future payments until they 
recover the penalty for exceeding the limit. If your 
earnings are substantially over the limit, you will 
be ineligible to collect Social Security until either 
your earnings are less or you reach your FRA. 

If you claim SS before your FRA your benefit 
amount will be permanently reduced. If, for exam-
ple, you claim SS to start at age 65 your monthly 
benefit will be about 89% of what it would be at 
your FRA. That reduced benefit would not change 
thereafter except for Cost of Living Adjustments 
usually granted annually.

If Social Security will be a major part of your 
retirement income, then waiting to get a higher 
monthly benefit may be a prudent strategy for you. 
The longer you wait to claim the more your benefit 
will be. 

Your SS benefit will continue to grow until you 
are 70 years old and at 70 your monthly benefit will 
be about 27% more than it would be at your FRA. 
Your maximum SS benefit will be attained at age 70 
but waiting until age 70 to claim is only prudent if 
you anticipate a long life expectancy.

Life expectancy is a very important factor in 
deciding when to claim SS. If you claim at age 70 
instead of at your FRA, you will need to live until 
you are about 83 to breakeven money wise. If you 
live even longer than that, then waiting until 70 will 
yield the highest monthly amount and the most in 
cumulative lifetime benefits. But if your anticipat-
ed life expectancy is less, claiming earlier may be a 
better choice. 

If you are married and expect your wife to sur-
vive you, consider that the benefit your wife can 
get as your widow will be based on your SS benefit 
when you die, thus the longer you wait to claim the 
more your wife’s benefit as your widow may be. 

If you predecease your wife, her benefit will be 
based on the amount you were receiving at your 
death if that is more than her personally earned SS 
benefit.

So, as you can see, deciding when to claim So-
cial Security is a decision to be made after carefully 
evaluating your personal circumstances as de-
scribed above. I hope this provides what you need 
to make an informed decision, but if you have fur-
ther questions, people may call 1-888-750-2622 or 
email  SSAdvisor@amacfoundation.org.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 

When should I retire and claim my Social Security benefits?

Two ways to enjoy 
bulbs next spring

My spring bulbs are almost all 
in the ground.  That is saying a 
lot, considering at work I plant 

over 2,000 of them! Daffodils, tulips and 
hyacinth will all welcome visitors to the 
museum in April and May.  

Bulb planting is a ritual that I have 
come to love. I think in part because the 
process assists Mother Nature in her ef-
forts to usher in springtime and all of its 
glorious color!

Did you ever wonder why certain 
bulbs bloom in the spring? Once you 
understand the life cycle of specific 
bulbs you can succeed with bulbs out-
doors as well as inside.  

Most spring flowering bulbs are na-
tive to areas of the world where the fall 
and winter is cool, and rainfall is abun-
dant. Summers are typically hot and 
dry.  

During the summer bulbs lie dor-
mant, but when temperatures drop and 
rain moistens the soil each fall, they are 
awakened and begin to grow new roots 
and mature their flower buds.  Roughly 
three months later, as soil temperatures 
rise, bulbs send up foliage and flowers.  

When spring rains cease and the soil 
dries out, bulbs are cued into dormancy 
once again - their foliage yellows and 
disappears and the bulbs wait out the 
arrival of fall to start the cycle all over 
again.  

What this tells us is that we should 
plant our bulbs before the mercury dips 
too low. This will give them a chance to 
root.  

Soil temperatures of 50-55 degrees 
are ideal. If the fall is dry, providing sup-
plemental watering is also a good idea 
to encourage the rooting process…this 
year we don’t have to worry about that.  

What do roots do exactly?  You know 
that they provide food and water to the 
bulb, but in addition, they anchor it 
into the soil - very necessary during the 
freeze/thaw cycles of winter and early 
spring.  

We also learned that there are two 
times when the bulb is in active growth 
- when it is rooting, and again in the 
spring when it sends up its leaves and 
flower stem. Feeding during these peri-
ods is most effective.  

I generally broadcast a small amount 
of organic, well-balanced granular fer-
tilizer into the garden, turn over the soil 
and plant my bulbs, usually in clumps of 
at least five bulbs, two-three times their 
width apart and the same for depth.  If 
you are careful about marking where 
you’ve planted them, a top dressing of 
fertilizer can be added in early spring. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Agawam Advertis-
er News, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 
or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered 

for that Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candi-
dates supporting their own candidacy will 
be printed. If the volume of letters received is 
larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a repre-
sentative sample. No endorsement letters will 
be printed in the last edition before the elec-
tion. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council 
during the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will be print-
ed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may con-
tact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid ad-
vertising in The Agawam Advertiser News.

Election letters to the editor welcome

GARDEN   ❙   page 5 SECURITY   ❙   page 5
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I received an email from a Brimfield res-
ident recently reporting the return of 
the dark-eyed juncos and the sighting 

of one ruby crowned kinglet.
The ruby crowned kinglet is a small 

bird of 4 ¼ inches. It is grayish green above 
with a white eye ring and two white wing 
bars. As the name implies, the male has a 
red patch on its head, which is usually con-
cealed. The female lacks the red patch.

Kinglets feed on tips of branches by hov-
ering and gleaning from leaves. They flick 
wings and chatter as they move. They eat 
insects, spiders and some fruit and seeds. 
They also drink tree sap. Kinglets summer 
in the coniferous woods of Canada and 
winter in the northeast and south in woods 
and brush edges. 

The female kinglet lays five to 11 creamy 
white colored eggs with brown marks in a 
nest of mosses, twigs and lichens lined with 
fur and other fine materials. 

In winter, kinglets are found in mixed 
flocks chickadees, titmice, woodpeckers, 
warblers and golden crowned kinglets. 
Their song is a series of descending high 
notes with three repeated phrases like “see 
see see you you you look-at-me look-at- me 
look-at-me.”

The Brimfield resident said he had a 
flock of ten turkeys that show up occasion-
ally. They were 

in the yard recently and became nervous 
by one of the gray fox kits. The fox ignored 
the turkeys as it looked for something to 
eat under the sunflower/suet feeder.

Feeding the birds not bears
The Brimfield resident said he tries to 

put out feeders all year, taking them down 
each night. He said if a bear shows up 
during the daytime, then he takes the feed-
ers down for a week or so.

I was putting out my suet cake feeder 
during the day and taking it down before 
dark. It worked for awhile, but a bear came 
during the day and not only took the suet 

feeder down, but walked away with it. I am 
not putting out suet and will wait for the 
bears to hibernate. I bought another suet 
feeder to replace the one grabbed by the 
bear.

I do put a small amount of seeds in a 
tray feeder and another small cup feeder, 
which I used for mealworms during the 
day. I noticed the birds clean the feeders 
out quickly especially since I have bluejays 
coming to the feeder.

Lots of wild turkeys
It seems almost everywhere I go I see 

wild turkeys often small flocks of Tom tur-
keys either along the side of the road, in a 
field or on someone’s lawn. Several times 
I had to stop my car and wait for them to 
cross the road. 

Wren
I spotted a house wren in my yard recent-

ly. It had its tail cocked in the air as wrens 
typically do. I was foraging in the leaves.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

OpinionOpinion

Likewise, you could also wait until you 
see the first stems poke through the ground 
and feed then.

I’m sure many gardeners never even 
thought about what flower bulbs did 
during the summer months.  Now that we 
understand that they are dormant, merely 
waiting, we can plant them accordingly, 
away from spots that pool water and that 
stay as dry as possible.  

Now that we understand a bulb’s life cy-
cle, how can we use it to ensure some in-
door cheer?

Bulbs need anywhere from 11-20 weeks 
of chilling and a few more thereafter to 
bloom. This guide can be used: Crocus 
require 15 weeks of cold; hyacinth 11-
14 weeks, daffodils 15-17 weeks and tu-
lips14-20 weeks (depending upon season 
of bloom).  

Pick a date which you’d like the bulb to 
bloom and count backwards. Hypothetical-
ly if I want hyacinths to bloom in time for 
Valentine’s Day, planting them within the 
next week or two would be right on target.

Bulbs can be planted quite close to one 
another in regular potting soil and your 
choice of pot.  Clay is not recommended 
because it will dry out readily.  

Water lightly to settle the soil, then place 
the container in a cold, dark location where 
temps fall between 38 and 45 degrees. One 
year I used an old refrigerator; another year 
the crawl space under our office.  

I even tried placing pots of bulbs under 

the bottom steps of my bulk head.  Each 
worked at maintaining low temps, but did 
have its own idiosyncrasies.  

Keep bulbs away from fruit in storage- 
especially apples, whereby ethylene gas 
could disfigure the bulbs, and also be on 
the lookout for rodents looking for lunch.  

Daffodils and hyacinth are usually un-
appetizing.

Check bulbs often, especially as the 
chilling period draws to a close. You will 
know the bulbs are close to being ready to 
move to a new location when sprouting 
occurs and roots are visible through the 
drainage holes; soon after, the top will start 
to grow as well.  

After the top has put on an inch of 
growth, move it to a cool, bright location, 
about 50-55 degrees. Stems will elongate 
and flower buds will form after a few weeks.  

When in flower, keep the plants cool to 
prevent legginess - consider enjoying them 
in your living spaces during the day, but 
moving them to a cooler climate at night 
for increased longevity.  

It’s about now when the garden centers 
begin their mark-down of spring bulbs. Try 
your hand at forcing once and it will be-
come your annual ritual!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 

Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and does not repre-
sent legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the As-

sociation Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Happen again
  8. Large flightless 

birds
 13. A type of account
 14. Beyond what is 

natural
 15. Beloved comfort 

food
 19. Rural delivery
 20. Belonging to us
 21. Typical
 22. Pie _ __ mode
 23. Returned mate-

rial authorization 
(abbr.)

 24. Not us
 25. Discharge
 26. Made empty
 30. Fishing net
 31. Fast-moving, 

harmless snake
 32. Analyzed into its 

parts
 33. In a way, chilled
 34. Hindu queen

 35. Circles around 
the sun

 38. Used for em-
phasis

 39. Reactive struc-
tures

 40. Recommenda-
tions

 44. Feel intense anger
 45. Puke
 46. Rural Northern 

Ireland community
 47. Naturally occur-

ring solid material
 48. British watch 

brand
 49. Toddler
 50. Integrated circuit
 51. Being revered
 55. “Pets” you can 

grow
 57. Continual
 58. Puts together in 

time
 59. Houses tempo-

rarily

CLUES DOWN
  1. Vital public docu-

ment
  2. Disinter
  3. Musical perfor-

mances
  4. After B
  5. Every body has 

one (abbr.)
  6. Utilize
  7. In a way, disproved
  8. Fisherman’s tool
  9. Of she
 10. Trauma center
 11. Commercial flyer
 12. Administered 

medicine to calm
 16. Popular R&B 

performer
 17. Regretted
 18. Leg (slang)
 22. “Night Train” 

author
 25. More supernatural
 27. Baltimore ball-

player

 28. Shoe parts
 29. Scores perfectly
 30. More lucid
 32. Trim by cutting
 34. Disreputable 

people
 35. Dramatic behav-

iors
 36. Disorder
 37. Private box in a 

theater
 38. More dried-up
 40. Raw
 41. In operation
 42. Pillager
 43. Butterflies with 

brown wings
 45. Disallow
 48. Own up
 51. Hungarian city
 52. A way to condemn
 53. Tax collector
 54. Lease
 56. Not out
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

SALE DATES: 11/9/23-11/15/23

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN ..........$199

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK LOIN
END CHOPS ...............$129

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SMOKED 
HAM PORTION 
BUTT or SHANK ........$149

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 SPIRAL HAM ......$149
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

SMOKED BONELESS
BUDABELL 
WHOLE PIT HAM .......$349

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG LAMB .................

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE
TURKEY 20-24 LB ..........99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
SKINLESS & BONELESS

CHICKEN 
BREAST 10 LB .............$139

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

TURKEY PARTS
THIGHS & DRUMSTICKS $199

lb

USDA INSP. SMOKED

10” PUMPKIN or 
SWEET POTATO PIE ..$499

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
HEBREW NATIONAL

PIGS IN 
A BLANKET 18 OZ BOX ...$1699

lb

USDA INSP. IQF FRESH

RAW SHRIMP
21/25 CT 2 LB BAG ........$888

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$477
lb

BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST

USDA INSP. 
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

CUT 
FREE

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$888
lb

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST

$244
lb

HATFIELD WHOLE 
SMOKED HAM

TENDERLOIN

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of THANKSGIVING

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & ADVERTISING DEADLINE
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Nov. 16 Noon
FOR PUBLICATION THE WEEK OF NOV. 20-24

tables set up where people could access 
materials on programs AFSP offers and re-
sources for the community.

The walk overall is about raising aware-
ness of suicide prevention and also allowing 
those who struggle with suicide or have suf-
fered a loss from suicide to find other people 
who have gone through the same struggle. 

AFSP started doing walks like these in 
2004 and they are proud to see how much 
they have grown since the beginning. 

“These walks started in 2004 and many 
people questioned if people would come out 
to walk for suicide prevention, would they 
come out to talk about mental health,” van 
der Stad said. “We’ve seen over the years an 
increase in the number of particiaptns…it’s 
really just that opportunity to start talking 
about it, having a real conversation about 
mental health. The goal is to make mental 
health something we can talk about on a 
daily basis.”

One way AFSP facilitates these connec-
tions and conversations is through their 
honor beads. They have beads in nine dif-
ferent colors that they offer to people at the 
event, with each bead representing a differ-
ent struggle. 

These beads allow people to show their 
connection to the cause and to find others 
who share their experiences. 

“People can select the beads that they 
are connected to,” Nune said. “So we have a 
way to signal to each other our connection 
to the cause without having to come out 
and ask.”

“It helps to show that you’re not alone 
because you see hundreds of other people 
at these events wearing different colors and 
it recognizes that we are all part of this mis-
sion,” van der Stad said. 

It was hard to feel alone at the walk. 

With hundreds of people in participation–
all wearing the different color beads–every-
one there was truly united as a community.  

Those who volunteer and work for AFSP 
are proud of these moments of unity. 

Nune told the story of her first walk and 
how impactful it was for her to be able to 
see that she was not alone.

“The day that we walked on that field I 
just remembered thinking, ‘wow, for the 
first time, everyone here just gets me. I don’t 
have to fake it, I can be with my emotions 
and I know that there’s support from the 
community’” she said. “Some people who 
were strangers at that point have now be-
come like family. I think that’s the big piece; 
the community has unity in it.”

They feel that walks like these really 
demonstrate the change they are bringing 
to how mental health and suicide preven-
tion are talked about in society. 

“We’re seeing the change in how we 
talk about this,” van der Stad said. “I 

think we are creating a culture that is smart 
about mental health and that is being more 
proactive in how we talk about it and how 
we prevent tragedies.”

AFSP will continue hosting walks like 
these and many other events for as long as 

they need to. Though, as said by Senator 
John Velis, the hope is for one day for these 
to no longer be necessary.

“Maybe someday this walk won’t be re-
quired, wouldn’t that be something spe-
cial?” Velis said. 

WALK   ❚   from page 1

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention handed out differnet colored 
beads to represent different struggles and losses during their walk so that 
people could see that they are not alone in their challenges. 

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention put up 626 pinwheels to represent the 626 people who 
died of suicide in MA in 2022. 

Kiara Smith was one of the speakers at the Greater 
Springfield Out of the Darkness Community Walk.

Despite the rainy weather, nearly 600 people 
gathered at Agawam School Street Park to 
participate in the Greater Springfield Out of the 
Darkness Community Walk.

Walk participants and fundraisers gathered on stage to share their own stories 
about struggles with and loses from suicide. 

Nearly 600 participants gathered to do the Greater Springfield Out of the Darkness Community Walk for 
suicide prevention.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA
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Brownies 
lose 
second 
straight

AGAWAM – After a loss to 
East Longmeadow in their final 
conference game of the season, 
Agawam was once again placed 
in nonplayoff action for Week 9 
as they continue their prepara-
tion Thanksgiving morning.

Agawam faced off against 
old AA rival Longmeadow, fall-
ing 25-10 last Thursday evening 
on the road. The Brownies lost 
to East Longmeadow 46-13 in 
Week 8 to fall to 4-5 on the sea-
son.

Coming up in Week 10 non-
playoff action, Agawam will be 
at home, hosting Pittsfield at 6 
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 9. Aga-
wam and Pittsfield are pretty fa-
miliar with one another as they 
meet often in the preseason.

Agawam’s final game will be 
at West Springfield on Thanks-
giving morning at 10 a.m.

Unified 
basketball heads 
for jamboree

AGAWAM – The Agawam High School Uni-
fied basketball team in the middle of another 
great season. The program has been widely suc-
cessful since it was brought to the school. The 
Brownies are headed for their end-of-season 
jamboree with Southwick and Hampshire and 
their host, Holyoke, next Thursday afternoon.

Cooper Garbiel-Achorn avoids a defender as he moves up the field.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Andrew Regnier sends the ball away.

Ethan Talevi hurdles a Ludlow defender.

Lucas Ritson tries to settle the ball and 
work through the middle.

Nicholas Solitario gets ready to send a free kick away.

LUDLOW – After a tough 
matchup during the regular sea-
son, Agawam boys soccer met up 
with Ludlow again in the semifi-
nals of the Western Mass. 

Class A Tournament. This 
time, the Brownies played a hard 
game, allowing an early goal to 
the Lions, but were not able to 
score as the fell 1-0 in matchup 

on Oct. 28. Following that, the 
Brownies entered the state tour-
nament, facing Scituate, followed 
by a second round matchup with 
Nashoba.

Boys soccer falls in semifinals

Massimo Laprise keeps steady as he heads down 
the court.

Garrett Smith sets to shoot.
Kevin Destin goes for a one-
hander. Patrick Wagner tries to shoot through traffic. Trevor Midura curves toward the arc.

Hannah Morris picks up a loose ball.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

www.sports.turley.com
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SportsSports
Worcester Railers drop OT thriller to Adirondack

WORCESTER –  Worcester dropped a 
5-4 overtime decision to Adirondack, al-
lowing four power play goals along the way. 
The overtime goal, scored by Matt Stief, 
was a 4-on-3 goal with Railers forward 
Zach White in the penalty box for tripping.

From close up, and on replay, it did not 
look much like a trip and the Railers were 
careful not to be critical of the call. That 
could cost them money. They were not 
happy, but White stood up and took the 
blame.

“It wasn’t a good play,” he said. “I was 
trying for the puck and then he fell…that 
was terrible by me.”

Coach Jordan Smotherman discreetly 
not critical of the officiating. Neither was 
he critical of his player.

“That’s just the kind of guy he is,” Smo-
therman said of White taking the blame.

There was plenty of blame, but plenty 
of credit in what turned out to be a terrif-
ic game after a sluggish first period. After 

scoring two goals in the game’s first 40 
minutes the teams combined for seven in 
the last 23:16.

The overtime loss earned the Railers 
one point and after the last two seasons 
when they missed the playoffs by a point, 
they can understand the value of that. The 
problem is that in the third period they 
blew a 3-1 lead and 4-3 lead before the 
game went into overtime.

“That can’t happen,” Smotherman said 
of the late lapses, “especially their fourth 
goal. We completely lose our heads and 
five guys wind up in the corner. That can’t 
happen in small margin games.”

The fourth Adirondack goal was scored 
by Riley Smith with just 2:34 left in the 
third period. He drilled a 25-foot shot past 
Tristan Lennox’ blocker. What made it 
worse was that while it was not officially 
a shorthanded goal, Thunder defenseman 
Tristan Thompson had been injured near 
his own net and was still in the defensive 

zone trying to get off the ice when Adiron-
dack scored.

The Railers goals were scored by Andrei 
Bakanov, Ashton Calder and Brendan Rob-
bins. Bakanov had two goals to register the 
first multi-goal game of his Railers career. 
Anthony Callin, once again a key offensive 
player for Worcester, had three assists.

The score after the first 20 minutes 
would have been about 7-6 if icings had 
counted as goals. As has been traditional 
in hockey, they did not. Thus it was a 0-0 
game going into the second period.

About seven minutes into the period 
the Railers were whistled for icing three 
times in the span of a minute but as things 
progressed the teams began to generate 
more offense but could not score.

The Railers and the Thunder traded 
power play goals in the second period with 
Adirondack scoring first. Thompson gave 
his team a 1-0 lead at 9:32 by drilling a 55-
foot slapshot home from the right point.

Bakanov tied it at 1-1 at 17:59 with his 
first goal of the season. It was on the pow-
er play as he converted a nice goalmouth 
pass from Callin. Bakanov gave Worcester 
the lead at 1:55 of the third period, again on 
the power play, with a sizzling high wrist 
shot from between the circles.

Calder scored a marvelous shorthand-
ed goal at 5:45 to make it 3-1. He was sent 
free on a breakaway when Jake Pivonka 
batted the puck out of mid-air and sent it 
directly to his streaking teammate. Calder 
beat Jeremy Brodeur with a backhander 
from in close.

Erik Middendorf tied it for Adirondack 
with goals at 7:29 and 8:57, both on pow-
er plays, the first with the Railers two men 
short. Robbins banged in a rebound off the 
back wall at 14:26, Callin having taken the 
original shot, but Smith scored that crucial 
tying goal exactly three minutes.

From there it was on to overtime and 
the 5-4 final.

Westfield State University 
Owls reach conference finals

WESTFIELD – The Westfield State 
University men’s soccer team appeared 
in their first conference title game since 
2017, falling to top-seeded Bridgewa-
ter State 5-0 in the 2023 Massachusetts 
State Collegiate Athletic Conference 
Championship game from Mazzaferro 
Field in Bridgewater, Mass. on Sunday. 

The Owls conclude a successful sea-
son campaign as Westfield (7-8-2) in-
creased their season win total by four 
games from last year, securing the sec-
ond overall seed in the MASCAC Tour-
nament.  

The Owls run to the title game includ-
ed a memorable penalty-kick shootout 
victory over Salem State in the league 
semifinals to advance to today’s confer-
ence title game with a relatively short 
turnaround given the effort and intensi-
ty of Friday night’s match.  

In just his second season as West-
field’s head men’s soccer coach, Dr. 
Christopher Streeter led the Owls 
back to the conference championship 
match for the first time in six years, 
coaching a group that was comprised 
of experienced upper-classmen and 

impact rookies.  
Bridgewater quickly opened the scor-

ing 4:28 into the match with Nicholas 
Ribeiro (Bellingham, Mass.) potting his 
sixth goal of the season to put the Bears 
ahead 1-0. From that point forward, se-
nior David Nelson (East Bridgewater, 
Mass.) took control of the contest, scor-
ing the next three goals to complete the 
hattrick, ultimately securing the confer-
ence title for a Bears team that suffered 
just two regulation losses all season. 

The Bears outshot the Owls 20-9 in 
the game as Westfield rotated all four 
goalkeepers into the match. Luke Ther-
oux (Chicopee, Mass.) wrapped up an 
impressive first season with the Owls, 
starting the match and picking up one 
save.  

Senior Drew Adams (North Attleboro, 
Mass.) stopped all four shots faced while 
first-year Berto Truoiolo (Springfield, 
Mass.) got his first taste of postseason 
play, securing two saves. Senior Collin 
O’Brien (Windsor Lock, Conn.) also saw 
playing time in net for Westfield. Coleby 
Andrade (Falmouth, Mass.) led the Owls 
with two shots. 

Thunderbirds fall to Bridgeport 
Islanders in weekend finale

BRIDGEPORT – The Springfield Thun-
derbirds (6-5-0-0) could not withstand a 
late rally by the Bridgeport Islanders (3-5-
1-0) in a 3-2 defeat on Sunday afternoon at 
Total Mortgage Arena. 

For the first time in three games this 
weekend, it would be the T-Birds to get 
the 1-0 lead in the opening period. Operat-
ing a man down at the 8:40 mark, Nathan 
Walker picked up a feed from Calle Ros-
en and raced into the Islanders zone on 
a 2-on-1 with Matthew Peca. The captain 
served as a decoy and Walker wristed a 
try through the stick side of Ken Appleby, 
giving Springfield the 1-0 edge. The goal 
was Walker’s seventh of the season and an 
AHL-best third shorthanded tally.

Walker’s goal gave Springfield the 
lead, but the T-Birds had a difficult time 
generating much else in the opening 20 
minutes, getting outshot 13-5 by Bridge-
port in the first frame. While Springfield 
did successfully kill off nearly a minute of 
5-on-3 Bridgeport power play time, the Is-
landers were able to parlay that offensive 
momentum into a tying strike by ex-Provi-
dence Bruin Sam Asselin at 16:44, when he 
grabbed a puck neatly off the right-wing 
wall, spun toward the faceoff dot, and 
snapped a shot through Vadim Zherenko 
to deadlock the game, 1-1, heading into 
the intermission. Asselin’s goal marked the 
third straight Islanders goal scored by the 
top-line winger dating back over a four-
game span.

The T-Birds’ power play did not get a 
chance until the 4:52 mark of the second 

period, and Springfield did not wait even 
10 seconds to get a man-advantage mark-
er for the sixth time in seven games. After 
Peca won a faceoff, he moved the puck to 
Joey Duszak at the line, and the veteran 
defender lifted a wrist shot toward the net. 
Walker found himself in the middle of the 
action again, as he deflected it through Ap-
pleby’s equipment to restore Springfield’s 
lead, 2-1, at the 5:00 mark of the second.

The T-Birds kept on dealing with a 
relentless flurry of pressure from the Is-
landers, but Zherenko and the Springfield 
defense held the fort to take the 2-1 ad-
vantage into the third. Zherenko made 27 
saves through the first two periods alone.

After a quiet first half of the third pe-
riod, the T-Birds’ defensive levee finally 
came apart at the 12:02 mark when Mat-
thew Maggio cleaned up a rebound from 
a Robin Salo shot that had glanced off a 
T-Birds defender. Maggio tied the score 
at one apiece, and not even three minutes 
later, Salo joined the scoring fun, pumping 
home a rebound off a Karson Kuhlman net 
drive at 14:25 to give the Islanders their 
first lead, 3-2. 

The T-Birds’ offense could not find an-
other tally before time ran out, and thus 
brought an end to the club’s five-game win 
streak. Zherenko finished his night with 32 
stops, while Appleby got his first win de-
spite only needing to block 17 Springfield 
offerings.

Springfield returned home for the an-
nual T-Birds School Day Game on Wednes-
day.
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Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
of  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

with TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
If you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to 

our calendar section at no charge to your organization.

We want to help you get the word out to the community on 
what you are doing and when you are doing it.

WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL!

If your event needs more attention, please consider running
an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393.
Please let us know you are a non-profit, so we can better serve you.

12 Weekly Newspapers  •  www.newspapers.turley.com

GivingBack
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Alice M. Barber
Alice M. Barber, 72, died Fri-

day, Oct. 27, 2023 in Baystate 
Medical Center. She was born 
on  Jan. 13, 1951 in Springfield 
to Helen and William Cygan. 
She graduated from Com-
merce High School in Spring-
field. She was one of 4 children. 
Alice worked at Heritage Hall 
Nursing Home for 20 years. 
She leaves her husband Rich-
ard D. Barber of 52 years who were mar-
ried on Nov. 20, 1970, her children Serena 
Lichwan of Westfield and Justin Barber of 

Agawam. 
She was most proud of her 

grandchildren, Devin Lichwan 
of West Springfield and Ethan 
and Sofia Lichwan of Westfield. 
She leaves her siblings John 
Cygan of Ludlow and Irene 
Ruel of Chicopee. She was 
pre-deceased by her brother 
William “Sonny” Cygan. She 
loved cooking for her family 

and was an amazing artist and painter. 
The funeral and burial are private and at 
the convenience of the family.  

Public NoticesPublic Notices
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division

Docket No. HD23P2184EA
Estate of: 

FRANK KORONA
Also Known As: 

FRANK S. KORONA; 
FRANK J. KORONA

Date of Death: 
August 16, 2023

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est ate, 
by Petition of 

Petit i oner MARY JANE 
SOBINSKI-SMITH of 
SUFFIELD, CT 

P e t i t i o n e r  J O H N 
K O R O N A  o f  
SPRINGFIELD, MA

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

M A R Y  J A N E 
SOBINSKI-SMITH of 
SUFFIELD, CT 

JOHN KORONA of  
SPRINGFIELD, MA has 
been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being ad min
istered under informal pro
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro
bate Code without super
vision by the Court. Inven
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard
ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 

the Pet itioner.
11/09/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD23P1558GD 

In the interests of 
Nicole Elizabeth LaRock

of Agawam, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 07/21/2023 
by Brent S Spruil l  of 
Agawam, MA will be held 
12 /08 /2023  08:30  AM 
Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing.  Located:  4th 
Floor, 50 State Street, 
Probate and Family Court, 
Springfield, MA 01102

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min-
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: 
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the sub
ject of this proceeding you 
have a right to be represent
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if 
you give proof that you are 
indigent, an attorney will be 
assigned to you. Your request 
for an attorney should be 

made immediately by fill
ing out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application 
form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min-
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, un less 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: November 3, 2023

Rosemary Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/09/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2258EA
Estate of:

Dennis A. Letendre
Date of Death: 08/26/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by Shannon M. 
Wallace of Chicopee, MA  
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Shannon M. Wallace of 
Chicopee, MA  be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of  said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 

at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
11/30/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 02, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/09/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD22P2116EA

Estate of: 
Clifford J. Prestia
Also Known As: 

John Clifford Keilar
Date of Death: 

August 16, 2022
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned est

ate, by Petition of Petit i
oner Courtney J. Prestia of 
Agawam, MA

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

Courtney J.  Prestia 
of Agawam, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being ad min
istered under informal pro
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro
bate Code without super
vision by the Court. Inven
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 

Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard
ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Pet itioner.
11/09/2023

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News Public Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of THANKSGIVING

PUBLIC NOTICES 
WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Thurs., Nov. 16 NoonThurs., Nov. 16 Noon
FOR PUBLICATION THE WEEK OF NOV. 20-24

ObituaryObituary

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

PVPA accepting applications 
for 2024/2025 School Year

SOUTH HADLEY – The Pioneer 
Valley Performing Arts Charter Public 
School is announcing that application 
for the 2024-2025 school year opens on 
Nov. 1. Applications are available in 
English and Spanish on the PVPA web-
site, www.pvpa.org/admissions. To re-
quest a paper application or for more 
information, email admissions@pvpa.
org or call 413-552-1580 ext. 228.

Eligibility to apply is limited to 
those students currently in grades six 
through eleven who are applying for 
the 2024-2025 school year. Online ap-
plications must be submitted by Feb. 
11, 2024. Paper applications must be 

postmarked no later than Feb. 11, 
2024. Late applications will not be ac-
cepted. The lottery will be held on Fri-
day, February 16, 2024.

Enrollment in PVPA is free and 
open to all Massachusetts students in 
grades 7-12 on a space available ba-
sis. Priority is given to students from 
Franklin, Hampden and Hampshire 
counties, as well as Brookfield, Peter-
sham and Sturbridge. All students are 
welcome, and students who are pas-
sionate about the Arts are strongly en-
couraged to apply.

For more information, and to apply: 
admissions@pvpa.org.
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ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE: NOV 10-11-12, 
8am to 3pm, 81 Woodbridge 
Street, S. Hadley. Antiques, art, 
home decor, outdoor furniture, and 
many treasures.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, NOV. 10 
& 11. 113 BOGAN RD., MON-
SON, 8am-4pm. Furniture, garden 
tools, household items, costume jew-
elry, sterling & gold jewelry, antiques.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BALED HAY FOR SALE. Call 413-
323-7120.

BUTTERFLY PINS. All in glass 
cases. Many signed, six year collector. 
Lots of bling! Call Nick for appointment, 
413-589-0087.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini 
splits, EV chargers, smoke detection. 
Fully insured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 
413-210-9140.

HEATING & AIR 
COND.

ALL AIR HVAC
Offering heating & air conditioning ser-
vices. New installs, changeouts, duct 
work. 17 years of experience. Fully li-
censed and insured. 413-335-7530. 
Email: allairhvac7@gmail.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST BBB approved, sheetrock 
repair, painting jobs, window & door re-
placement, vinyl-wood siding, flooring 
installed. Dependable, affordable. Tim 
413-563-2229.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE-
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace-
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

S&S LANDSCAPING LLC  
Residential and Commercial

Fall clean ups. Commercial properties 
snow and ice removal. Free estimates, 
Fully licensed and insured.

You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Ser-
vice.  Wilbraham residential only  Call 
or Text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD 
HIGHWAY 

SUPERINTENDENT
Brookfield is seeking a full-time High-
way Superintendent. Full job descrip-
tion and application details at brook-
fieldma.us. Deadline to apply is 
November 20th or when position is 
filled, whichever is longer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

LUDLOW: $925, quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

MILL HOLLOW APARTMENTS
133 JABISH ST.

BELCHERTOWN, MA
Mill Hollow Apartments is located in a 
quiet country setting with bright, clean 
one bedroom units. Heat, hot water, 
carpet and appliances are included. 
Patios and balconies. Near transpor-
tation and shopping. Pets allowed. Pet 
rules apply. To qualify applicants must 
be 62 years of age or older, handi-
capped, disabled regardless of age 
and meet income guidelines. Apply 
at the Rental Office, 121 N. Main St., 
Belchertown or call (413) 323-5535 
or TTY 711.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

PAID ON-THE-JOB 
HOME HEALTH AIDE 

TRAINING.
Earn $2000 once you complete 
our Certified Home Health Aide 
115-hour Training Program. $300 
Sign on Bonus also available! 
Call Excel Nursing Services 

413-583-8900. EOE.
www.excelnursing

services.com

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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Now Hiring – Direct Support Professionals
$21 an hour and a set schedule (Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.)!  

Join our team and work in a GREAT environment – 
helping people with developmental disabilities live their best life.  

You CAN make a difference – and earn $21 an hour starting November 12th.  
WE OFFER VERY COMPETITIVE BENEFITS – 

including 11 paid holidays and a $1,000 bonus after 90 days. 
 DSP openings in our Chicopee, Agawam and Three Rivers sites. 

Visit www.sunshine.us or call us at 413/592-6142 Ext 1109.
 AA/EOE. Sunshine Village is a great place to work!

Come Join Our Team!

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

is affordable to local residents. Agawam 
last completed an HPP in 2017 which 
had a term of five years and expired in 
2022. This new iteration will be effective 
for the next five years, once approved.  

This Nov. 15 Housing Forum held by 
the Town and PVPC is being conducted 
to gather input from residents of Aga-
wam for the Housing Production Plan. 
At the meeting, findings on housing 
needs, housing opportunities, and pre-
liminary housing goals will be shared.  
Using the information gathered thus 
far and community feedback, the HPP 
shall help determine an implementa-
tion strategy and help to identify sites 
that may be suitable for housing devel-
opment.  

Housing Production Plans are ap-

proved by the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Housing & Community Devel-
opment and consist of data assessment 
on housing; population; development 
trends; and regional growth factors.  
HPPs help communities meet the State 
mandate requiring that 10% of total 
year-round housing units be affordable, 
by setting a numeric goal for annual 
housing production.  Certified HPPs 
may also prevent unwanted 40B devel-
opment in favor of residential develop-
ment that complies with local zoning. 

Public participation and community 
engagement are integral to this plan-
ning process; residents participation is 
greatly appreciated.  

If you have any questions about the 
Housing Production Plan, please reach 
out to Pam Kerr, Planning Director, 413-
726-9738 or pkerr@agawam.ma.us.

of Oct. 23. 
Along North Street there is a water 

line, a sewer line, a gas line and overhead 
electric, so the construction has to work 
around or with those obstacles.

They are currently rerouting the sewer 
and supporting the gas line. The gas main 
will remain, but it is currently suspended 
in the air with bracing as the project con-
tinues. 

Throughout the next week they will be 
ripping out the current culvert and putting 
in the new one. 

“By the end of December, a new culvert 
will be installed, they’ll reinstall that wa-

ter line, they’ll reestablish the sewer line, 
they’ll no longer have to support the gas 
line and then they’ll add paving and, with 
any luck, we’ll open the road a week or two 
before Christmas,” Mazza said. 

This project was started as the North 
Street culvert was on the brink of collapse 
and the DPW wanted to fix the issue before 
it progressed any further.

“If it were to collapse the overhead 
road would no longer be usable, and North 
Street is a pretty heavily traveled road,” 
Mazza said. “The second part is that the 
water that passes through it would become 
damned, so it would back up and probably 
back up into other people’s properties.”  

Additional culvert work at May Hol-

low Brook is also expected to start in the 
spring. 

The Meadow Street project is also pro-
gressing as expected. This project is fo-
cused on replacing the water main and 
fixing the drainage on the street.

The water line is done and work on the 
storm drain line is expected to start within 
the next week. 

The work on the storm drain line will 
require some assistance from Eversource 
Energy as, according to Mazza, there are 
some utilities in the ground that Ever-
source will help them to relocate. 

This project is expected to take most of 
November and all of December. It is possi-
ble they will have to pause work until the 

spring due to weather, though that is not 
guaranteed. 

The DPW will also begin paving work 
on Stony Hill Road and Tanglewood Lane 
Top Course, Bradford Drive and Meyers 
Drive Top Course, and Springfield Street 
Top Course. As well as driveway aprons 
on Bradford Drive, Meyers Drive, Tannery 
Road, Springfield Street, Stony Hill Road 
and Tanglewood Lane. 

“That all should be happening next 
week,” Mazza said. 

Much of this paving work has been de-
layed by days and weeks throughout the 
fall due to the rainy weather. Mazza is 
hopeful that it will all get done before the 
weather turns for winter. 

a bunch of decorations in their bag and a 
Christmas tree,” McAnanama said. 

After the two days of shopping are 
complete, the leftover supplies are tak-
en to Nancy Bobskill from a Zero Waste 
Group. Bobskill uses the supplies in a toy 
swap she organizes. 

“We give her whatever we have left and 
so that when she does her toy swap there 
may be parents or people who couldn’t 
get to ours,” McAnanama said. “So it goes 
through one more project of donation.”

The library has held this event for sev-
eral years now. 

It all started out as a “Craftapalooza”, 
which the library does in the spring. A 
woman came in to do an organizing pro-
gram in January and McAnanama was re-
minded of all the craft supplies she had at 

home that weren’t being used. 
“We actually did this sort of thing with 

crafts, everybody donated things they 
didn’t want anymore, and then people 
came in and shopped for free,” McAnana-
ma said. “From there it took off to be Bi-
zarre Bazaar.”

The event has been largely successful 
in past years, last year in particular ac-
cording to McAnanama. 

“Last year it got announced on the 
news and it just exploded,” McAnanama 
said. “It was huge, by the end we only had 
one table with stuff left on it.”

The hope is for the event to be as pop-
ular this year, though they will be grateful 
for any amount of items they receive. 

“The goal is really just to pay forward 
any amount that comes in,” McAnanama 
said. “I hope that people will come in and 
take things that they will use and need.”

DPW   ❚   from page 1

HOUSING   ❚   from page 1LIBRARY   ❚   from page 1

Send Us Your Photos!
email: aan@turley.com
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VISIT US ON THE WEB AT MANNYSTV.COM    
Wilbraham 
413-543-2467 

Westfield 
413-485-7152

Hadley 
413-585-8544
Greenfield 

413-772-0113

Leominster 
978-710-0762

Framingham MA
508-626-2321

Sutton MA
774-808-7240
Keene NH 

603-363-4100 

 Claremont NH
603-287-8689
Canton CT 

860-693-6337

NOW WITH 10 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
SALE DATES 
11/1 - 11/29

NEW ENGLAND’S 
FASTEST 
GROWING 

APPLIANCE 
RETAILER!

THIS IS  
OUR BIGGEST 

SALE OF  
THE YEAR!

Huge savings all month long during 
MANNY’S BLACK FRIDAY SALE! 

WAS $7,076
BUY ALL 4 FOR 

$4,146
SAVE $2930

PLUS GET A $500 BUY MORE 
SAVE MORE DELIVERY REBATE 

WAS $6,976
BUY ALL 4 FOR 

$4,076
SAVE 41%  

21.5 CU FT COUNTER-DEPTH 
4 DOOR FRENCH DOOR RE-

FRIGERATOR
MODEL# GRMC2273BF 

REG $3499

6 CU FT FRONT CONTROL 
GAS RANGE WITH TOTAL 

CONVECTION
MODEL# GCFG3060BF 

REG $2099 

1.9 CU FT 1000 WATT OVER 
THE RANGE SENSOR MICRO-

WAVE
MODEL# GMOS1962AF 

REG $529

POCKET HANDLE DISHWASH-
ER WITH CleanBoost WASH 

SYSTEM AND  MaxBoost DRY
MODEL# GDSP4715A 

REG $949

22.1 COUNTER-DEPTH 
FRENCH DOOR REFRIGER-
ATOR WITH SPACE SAVING 

ICEMAKER
MODEL# GYE22GYNFS 

REG $3499

5.3 CU FT WI-FI ENABLED 
SLIDE-IN ELECTRIC CONVEC-
TION RANGE WITH AIR FRY

MODEL# JS760SPSS 

REG $1949

1.9 CU FT 1000 WATT OVER 
THE RANGE SENSOR MICRO-

WAVE WITH EASY CLEAN 
INTERIOR

MODEL# JVM7195SKSS 

REG $529

TOP CONTROL 45 dBA DISH-
WASHER WITH STAINLESS 

INTERIOR AND THIRD RACK 
MODEL# GDT670SYVFS 

REG $999

 REG $1099 

$749

 REG $1099 

$749

LG 4.5 CU FT SMART FRONT LOAD STEAM WASHER WITH TURBO WASH 360 
SYSTEM MODEL# WM4000HWA REG $1099 NOW $749 VALID 11/16 THRU 11/29    

LG 7.4 CU FT SMART ELECTRIC STEAM DRYER WITH TURBO STEAM
MODEL# DLEX4000W REG $1099 NOW $749   VALID 11/16 THRU 11/29

 REG $899 

$629

 REG $899 

$629

GE PROFILE 4.9 CU FT TOP WASHER WITH SMARTER WASH TECHNOLOGY AND 
FLEX DISPENSE MODEL# PTW605BSRWS 

GE PROFILE 7.4 CU FT ELECTRIC DRYER WITH SANITIZE CYCLE AND SENSOR 
DRY MODEL# PTD60EBSRWS

 REG $849 

$579

 REG $849 

$579

MAYTAG 4.5 CU FT TOP LOAD WASHER WITH POWER AGITATOR AND 
DEEP FILL OPTION MODEL# MVW5035MW 

MAYTAG 7.0 CU FT ELECTRIC DRYER WITH MOISTURE SENSOR AND 
EXTRA POWER MODEL# MED5030MW

SAVE 30% ON THE PAIR

GE 5.3 CU FT ELECTRIC 
CONVECTION RANGE WITH 
AIR FRY AND DUAL SIZE 
ELEMENTS
MODEL# JB735SPSS
REG $1099

LG 6.3 CU FT SMART 
WI-FI ENABLED TRUE 
CONVECTION INSTA VIEW 
ELECTRIC RANGE WITH AIR 
FRY   MODEL# LREL6325F 
REG $1249

GE 5.0 CU FT GAS 
CONVECTION RANGE WITH 

AIR FRY AND 18,000 BTU 
POWER BOIL BURNER
MODEL# JGB735SPSS 

 REG $1199

LG 5.8 CU FT SMART 
WI-FI ENABLED TRUE 

CONVECTION INSTA VIEW 
GAS RANGE WITH AIR FRY 

MODEL# LRGL5825F 
 REG $1349

GE 5.3 CU FT ELECTRIC 
CONVECTION RANGE WITH 
AIR FRY AND DUAL SIZE 
ELEMENTS
MODEL# JB735SPSS
REG $1099REG $1099

YOUR CHOICE ELECTRIC OR GAS 
NOW $749     

YOUR CHOICE ELECTRIC OR GAS 
NOW $949     

FRIGIDAIRE GALLERY TOP CONTROL 
DISHWASHER WITH ORBITCLEAN 
WASH SYSTEM MAXBOOST DRY   
MODEL# GDPH4515AF

 REG $729

$479

GE FRONT CONTROL 
DISHWASHER WITH STAINLESS 
INTERIOR AND THIRD RACK
MODEL# GDF650SYVFS

 REG $899

$529
SAVE 41%

LG TOP CONTROL SMART 
DISHWASHER WITH QUAD WAS 
SYSTEM AND 3RD RACK
MODEL# LDTS5552S

 REG $999

$699
VALID 11/16 THRU 11/29 GE 27 CU FT FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR IN 

FINGERPRINT RESISTANT FINISH MODEL# GNE27JYMFS

  REG $2399

$1499
SAVE 37% PLUS GET A 

$100 DELIVERY REBATE

LG 28 CU FT ULTRA LARGE CAPACITY FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR 
WITH TALL ICE & WATER DISPENSER MODEL# LRFS28XBS

  REG $2399

$1799

FRIGIDAIRE 18.3 CU FT TOP FREEZER REFRIGERATOR WITH 
EVEN TEMP COOLING SYSTEM MODEL# FFTR1835VS

  REG $949

$689

WHIRLPOOL 25 CU FT SIDE-BY-SIDE REFRIGERATOR 
WITH ICE AND WATER DISOENSER MODEL# WRS325SDHZ

  REG $1799

$1149


