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Public hearing scheduled for name change                 petition
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – There is a pub-
lic hearing concerning the name 
change of Robinson Park School 
to William P. Sapelli School 
scheduled for the next school 
committee meeting on Dec. 12 
at 6:30 p.m in the Agawam Junior 
High School Auditorium.

Many Agawam residents have 
expressed their displeasure at this 
recent name change, with over 50 
residents signing a petition start-
ed by Resident Joyce Dolat in pro-
test. 

Dolat has been instrumental 
in bringing together community 
members dissatisfied with this 
recent name change. She not only 
started the petition, but also held 
protests and spread word of her 
efforts through town Facebook 
forums. 

Dolat feels that the name 
change was unnecessary and dis-
honors the legacy of Robinson 
Park School. 

“I feel this school is part of 
Agawam’s history and should nev-
er have been renamed,” she said. 

According to Dolat’s research, 
Robinson Park School was initial-
ly named because of the land John 
Robinson donated to MA in 1934 
for the park. 

In 1995, Agawam reclaimed 
part of park land, which the 
school, skate park and dog park 
are now built on. 

Many residents, including Dol-
at herself, have a connection to 
the school and its original name

“Many elderly I spoke to were 
the first Robinson Park School 
students and do not use com-
puters much,” Dolat said. “They 

Activation an ‘eye-opening’ 
experience for Velis

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

Senator and Major 
in the National Guard 
John Velis was activat-
ed early in the month 
of October to assist 
with Massachusetts’ 
Emergency Assis-
tance Shelter System. 

During this time 
period, his office re-
mained fully open 
and operational. After Velis had 
completed his National Guard 
duty shifts, he would receive up-
dates from the office so he could 
stay on top of all the issues in the 
district. 

“At the end of the day I did and 
could pick up my phone and call 
my chief of staff and get my whole 
team on there to ask what is out 

there, what are the 
issues, what is going 
on,” Velis said. “I was 
keeping up to speed 
on all the issues.”

Velis, who rep-
resents Holyoke and 
Agawam as part of 
his multi-community 
district in Hampden 
and Hampshire coun-
ties, said this activa-
tion stood out from 
his past experiences 

as the work he did tied in with an 
issue he is working with as a state 
senator. 

“What’s fascinating about this 
activation is that it directly cor-
relates with what I would argue 
is the biggest, most robust debate 
and issue we have in the Com-

Elementary school principals discuss their action plans for the year
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The principals 
from Agawam’s four elementary 
schools presented updates on 
their action plans to the school 
committee at their meeting on 
Nov. 14. These action plans were 
based on MCAS results from ear-
lier this year. 

Agawam, district-wide, was 
highly successful in mathematics 
MCAS testing, even with the dif-
ficulties the schools, and many 
other schools across the country, 
encountered due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“Our math scores continue to 
be a strong point for us, even with 
the COVID bubble, across all four 
schools,” William P. Sapelli School 

Principal Stephanie Harris said.
Additionally, most fourth 

grade students throughout all 
four elementary schools met 
their student growth percentiles. 

“This means that from third to 
fourth grade all kids are making 
growth,” Harris said. 

Overall, all four schools are 
progressing toward their target 
goals. 

However, there were still some 
downfalls in MCAS scores that 
they will continue to focus upon 
improving throughout this school 
year.  

Writing scores across all four 
schools left room for improve-
ment. Students struggled with 
making inferences in their writing 
as well as with writing stamina. 

All four schools are working 

in improving their vertical align-
ment of curriculum, specifically 
focusing on skills they saw were 
lacking based on MCAS scores. 
This means that they want to en-
sure that the skills students need 
for the tests will be taught as ear-
ly as kindergarten and then built 
upon as the years go by. 
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Turkey Day Tradition

The Agawam High School football team competes last Thursday morning against West Springfield team at Clark Field. 
The teams have been meeting for nearly 100 years on Thanksgiving morning. Agawam came up short in the matchup this 
year. Details and more photos on page 7. TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Joyce Dolat leads a protest at the newly renamed William Sapelli Elementary 
School. TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

protest

John Velis

The school was renamed right before the 
summer and a dedication ceremony was held 
in early October. Despite that, Agawam resi-
dent Joyce Dolat is petitioning for the name 
to be changed back to Robinson Park School.
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Boldyga joins Republican Caucus in urging release of state employee raises
BOSTON – State Rep. Nick Boldyga, 

R-Southwick, recently joined his colleagues 
in the Massachusetts House Republican 
Caucus to demand action from Democrat-
ic leadership regarding the release of pay 
raises for over 100,000 state employees. In 
a joint letter addressed to the Democratic 
leadership, the Caucus urged immediate 
action to report on part of a larger omnibus 
spending bill currently in conference com-
mittee that would ensure full funding for 
collective bargaining agreements approved 
earlier this year.

At the center of the call for action is 

the delay in providing funding for the 
agreed-upon pay raises for a vast number 
of state workers. Boldyga voiced concerns 
over the delay caused by disagreement 
among Democratic leadership, citing that 
withholding these pay raises demonstrates 
an ongoing dysfunction and lack of trans-
parency within the Democratic controlled 
legislature.

“Delaying the funding for essential pay 
raises that have been agreed upon for over 
100,000 state employees is unacceptable,” 
said Boldyga. “Holding these pay raises hos-
tage because they were bundled into a larg-

er spending bill is a stark reflection of the 
dysfunction in Boston under one-party rule. 
Our hardworking state employees deserve 
fair compensation, and it’s irresponsible to 
politicize their livelihoods in this manner.”

The joint letter emphasizes the urgency 
of the matter stating “that the lack of agree-
ment on other unrelated areas of the close 
out budget does not justify continuing to 
hold up indefinitely the funding of these 
CBAs…”. The letter further highlights the 
need to separate the funding for employ-
ee pay raises from the broader legislative 
package to ensure timely and deserved 

compensation for state workers.
“There’s simply no excuse,” said Boldyga. 

“The cost of living in Massachusetts contin-
ues to rise, making it more and more diffi-
cult for many hardworking state employees 
to make ends meet. We owe it to them to 
approve funding for their pay raises before 
the Thanksgiving holiday.”

Boldyga said he remains committed 
to advocating for fair compensation of all 
state employees, urging swift action from 
Democratic leadership to ensure that these 
pay raises are not further delayed or are 
continued to be used as political leverage.

Congregational Church 
gathers items for food pantry

AGAWAM – On Thanksgiving Sun-
day, Nov. 19, Agawam Congregational 
Church members and friends brought 
non-perishable food items to be placed 
at the altar for future delivery to the Aga-
wam-West Springfield-Feeding Hills Par-
ish Cupboard located at 738 Main St. in 
West Springfield in time for folks to have 
something for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Agawam Congregational Church will 
serve Communion on Sunday, Dec. 3. The 
church is located at 745 Main St. in Aga-
wam’s Historic District. 

For more information, contact the 
church office at 413-786-7111 or email 
office@agawamcong.com.

The church is handicapped accessible 
with a large parking lot.

Agawam Day in Florida to be 
held March 6 at national park

ST.PETERSBURG, FLA. – Agawam 
Day will be held on Wednesday, March 
6, 2024., from 10 a.m. to noon, at Fort 
De Soto National Park, shelter #14, in St. 
Petersburg.

Agawam Day in Florida has been 
held on the first Wednesday of March 
since 1981. Each year 40 to 60 former 

Agawam residents join together for a 
reunion of  friends and family for a pic-
nic, raffles, beautiful scenery, hugs and 
to share old memories.

For more information contact 
Hank Drewnowski by cell phone call 
or text at 860-462-7273 or by email at 
hdrew2452@gmail.com.

Feline Friends Inc. announces winter fundraisers
AGAWAM – Feline Friends Inc. Cat 

Sanctuary of Feeding Hills, MA will be 
holding food/supply drives at Smithland 
Pet & Garden Center on Saturday, Dec. 
2, Jan. 6 and Feb. 3 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Volunteers will be accepting food, litter 
& monetary donations for our kitties. 
Opened bags/boxes will also be accepted.  
Gift cards from various pet stores or Costco 
would be much appreciated. 

Giving Tuesday is on Nov. 28 this year. 
We appreciate any donations at Paypal- 
info@felinefriendsinc.org; Venmo - @Fe-
line-Friends and by check - Feline Friends 
Inc., P.O. Box 174, Feeding Hills, MA 01030.

Our Dec. 2 event will feature a raffle for a 
Winter themed basket as well as surprises.

In January 2024, we will be selling raffle 

tickets for our February Calendar Raffle. 
More information to come.

Smithland, a valued sponsor, is stocked 
with Friskies Pate or Shreds canned food 
(single flavored cases preferred), some Fan-
cy Feast varieties and unscented, clumping 
cat litter.  All donations are gratefully ac-
cepted. Our donation bin is located near 
the cash registers.  

Other Wish List items: Disinfecting 
wipes, paper towels, puppy pee pads, dry 
cat or dog food for strays and colonies.

Special thanks to our monthly donors 
and everyone who donated in November 
either at our events, bins, through the mail 
or Paypal/Venmo: Joanne L, Joan W, Sue B 
and Kristina L, Crystal M, Kay A, Glen G, 
George P, and Heidi M.   

We are thankful to all of our community 
members for their support throughout the 
year. Just a reminder that we have collec-
tion bins at the Agawam Public Library & 
the Agawam Senior Center as well as at 
Smithland in Agawam. Please add your 
contact information if you would like an 
acknowledgement. 

Feline Friends Inc. is a communi-
ty-based, nonprofit sanctuary that does 
not discriminate against any cat based on 
age, gender or disability.

More information about our sanctuary 
may be found on our website at feline-
friendsinc.org or our Facebook page at Fe-
line Friends Cat Sanctuary. Contact us with 
questions at info@felinefriendsinc.org  or 
by phone at 413-786-5019. 

Thanks given to Agawam 
residents for their generosity

AGAWAM – On Nov.  16th, Work Op-
portunity Center Inc. held their 12th 
annual food drive in front of Geissler’s 
Supermarket in Agawam to collect 
items for donation to the Springfield 
Open Pantry. WOC Inc. would like to 
thank Agawam residents for their over-
whelming generosity. 

Together we raised $276.26 in mon-
etary donations and were able to bring 
over 530 non-perishable items to The 
Springfield Open Pantry via the May-
flower Marathon. Many local families 
will benefit this holiday season from 
these donations.

WOC Inc. is a nonprofit agency in 
Western Mass, which services adults 

with developmental disabilities. 
The Agawam/West Springfield lo-

cation runs Community Based Day 
Services program that is designed to 
enable individuals to enrich their life 
and enjoy a full range of activities by 
providing opportunities in social, edu-
cational and community activities. 

Since its inception, the CBDS pro-
gram has been building relationships 
in the community and becoming 
full participants in what the Greater 
Springfield area has to offer to its res-
idents and visitors. It was the CBDS 
program that organized and carried 
out the food drive to benefit The Open 
Pantry.

Agawam Congregational Church members gathered food for a nearby food pantry at its Nov. 16 service.
COURTESY PHOTO

Grange holiday 
fair on Dec. 9 

FEEDING HILLS – Community 
Grange #382 will hold its annual Holi-
day Bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 9, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Grange Hall locat-
ed at 47 North West St. 

Featured will be a bake sale, soup 
and baked beans to go, ornaments, 
wreaths, décor, S & S Handmade Soap, 
Trudi’s Sewing Creations, Joelle and 
Pat’s knitted hats, mittens, scarves, 
Paws-a-tively Delectable and Kathy’s 
hand-sewn items. 

New this year will be plushies, cro-
cheted blankets and items for infants. 

There will be a basket raffle and the 
fair is open to the public.

Rotary Club to host Holiday Concert
AGAWAM – The Agawam Rotary Club 

will present a holiday concert featuring 
Richie Mitnick and Friends on Thursday, 
Dec. 14, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St. 

A suggested donation of $ 5 will be 
used to help fund the club’s community 
service projects. In addition, the club will 
be accepting non-perishable food items 
to help support the Parish Cupboard.

Mitnick and his talented Friends are 
well known in the area for their excellent 
performances.
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Agawam Library offers many December happenings
AGAWAM – The Agawam Library has 

plenty to offer this December. As the holi-
day rush begins, don’t forget about all the 
great regular and featured programs we 
have just for adults. Celebrate the joys of 
a good old game night with board games 
and snacks. There will be multiple tables for 
multiple games, so bring a friend or meet 
some like-minded gamers at the event. 
Light refreshments like cookies and juices 
will be available. Anyone with board game 
recommendations should let the library 
know. Feel This is a drop-in event for adults 
and will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 6, at 
6:30 p.m., in the Clini Community Room.

Adult Craft Night
Our Adult Craft Night features a patron 

favorite: Decorate some ugly holiday attire. 
Bring the item of clothing and the library 
will provide all the materials needed to 
make it ugly. Craft Night is Monday, Dec. 11, 
at 6:30 p.m., in the Clini Community Room. 
Please register online www.agawamlibrary.
org or call the Information Desk at 413-789-
1550, ext. 4.

Submitting trees
Trees can be submitted for the Festival 

of Trees until Dec. 15. Teams, co-workers, 
classrooms and individuals are invited to 
make a tree from recycled or up-cycled ma-
terials and submit as part of the library’s 

Festival of Trees. Guidelines and entry 
forms are available online at https://www.
agawamlibrary.org/adults-2/. Please con-
tact Adult Services Librarian, Cher Collins 
at 413- 789-1550, ext. 8851 with any ques-
tions. 

Festival Fun nights
Patrons who submitted trees and the 

general public are invited to one of two Fes-
tival Fun Nights to tour the trees through-
out the library and participate in fun, hol-
iday activities. Families with children are 
invited to attend a Fun Night on Monday, 
Dec. 18, at 6:30 p.m., for family crafts, games 
and light refreshments. Adults are invited 
to join us for a Festival of Trees Fun Night 
on Tuesday, Dec. 19, at 6:30 p.m. in the Clini 
Community Room. Activities will include a 
scavenger hunt, sugar cookie-decorating, 
an adult craft and a quick round of trivia.

Raffle tickets
There is still time to get your tickets for 

the Friends of the Library holiday gift bas-
ket raffle. Tickets are available at the Infor-
mation Desk for $2 each or $10 for six tick-
ets. Baskets are on display at the library. The 
drawing will be held at noon on Saturday, 
Dec. 16. Please be sure to get tickets soon.

Boston Tea Party
Did you know that Dec. 16, 2023 marks 

the 250th anniversary of the Boston Tea 
Party? Thanks to colleagues at the Tewsk-
bury Public Library, the library is able to 
co-host a fascinating presentation that 
examines the interesting history that led 
to the infamous Tea Party. Anglophile and 
former UK resident Claire Evans joins 
author, genealogist and librarian Debra 
Dudek for a joint discussion of the tea par-
ty’s most famous “partiers” and how to use 
genealogy to learn more about those who 
participated. Join the library for a special 
virtual program on Saturday, Dec. 16, at 2 
p.m. via Zoom. Participants can register 
through our online calendar www.aga-
wamlibrary.org. Links to the presentation 
will be emailed to registrants prior to the 
presentation. This program is sponsored 
by the Agawam Center Library Association 
and the Friends of the Tewksbury Public 
Library. 

Tea and Trivia
Tea and Trivia will be held on Wednes-

day, Dec. 20, at 2:30 p.m. Participants 
should get ready to have their wits tested 
with a mix of general knowledge and holi-
day/winter-themed trivia. Adults will play 
one round of Jeopardy-style trivia and one 
round of pub-style trivia. Prizes will be 
awarded to the winning teams and tea and 
refreshments will be served. Please register 
online www.agawamlibrary.org or by call-

ing the Information Desk at 413-789-1550, 
ext. 4. 

Winter reading challenge
Get ready for our Winter Reading Chal-

lenge by learning all about Beanstack.  The 
library also uses Beanstack for its summer 
reading program, and will use it for the up-
coming winter reading challenge as well. 
Outside of challenges, patrons may also use 
Beanstack to record what and how often 
they read. Please bring whichever mobile 
device is most comfortable to  use. Library 
Tech sessions will be held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 20, at 6:30 p.m., and Tuesday, Dec. 26, 
at 10 a.m. Please register online www.aga-
wamlibrary.org 

Holiday hours
Please note that the library will be open 

9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 22, and 
Saturday, Dec. 23. The library will be closed 
on Monday, Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. Visitors are 
welcome at the library Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Friday and 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. During the winter 
months, any closings or late openings will 
be reported to local television stations 22 
and 40, as well at the stations’ websites. In-
clement weather closings or delays will also 
be posted on the library’s social media plat-
forms. Please visit the library website for 
more information www.agawamlibrary.org. 

Photography submissions needed at APL
AGAWAM – The Friends of the Aga-

wam Public Library is looking for entries to 
their 4th Open Judged Virtual Photography 
Show, to be on display after March 15, 2024.  
The show provides a platform to recognize 
and encourage photographers and benefits 
the Agawam Public Library.  Twenty-one 
awards totaling $1,540 will be determined 
by judging done on March 1, 2024.  Dave 
Roback and Tim Donelan, both well recog-

nized photographers, will be the judges.
The show is divided into four categories 

of photography:  creative, nature, photo-
journalism and pictorial.  The entry fee is 
$25 per entry.  Deadline for submissions is 
Feb. 15, 2024.  If we have not received suf-
ficient entries, the show will be cancelled 
and all fees returned.

All images must be original, made by the 
photographer, captured by film or digitally, 

and cannot be previous entries in our show.
The Prospectus and Entry Form can be 

accessed by going to www.agawamlibrary.
org, and scrolling down to the Friends of 
the Library widget.  From there you will be 
able to click on a link to the show’s infor-
mation.

For further information please contact 
Bob Kadis at r.kadis@comcast.net or at 
413-789-4814.

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH  at 3:00 P.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• WESTFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS •

15 Brimfield Way      WESTFIELD, MA
                                                           To be Sold on the Premises 

★ UPSCALE NEIGHBORHOOD ★  
13 ROOM / 7 BEDROOM

2 STORY
COLONIAL STYLE HOME

WITH

IN-LAW UNIT & 4 CAR ATTACHED GARAGE
“IN-GROUND POOL & TENNIS COURT”

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Thomas J. Hamel

Of the firm of Courtney, Lee & Hamel, P.C.
31 Wendell Avenue, Pittsfield, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $20,000.00 Deposit Bank Treasurer’s Check or Certified Funds.

Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

FEATURES: 
• Two Story Colonial Style Home • ±3/4 Acre of Land •
• Total of (13) Rooms. (7) Bedrooms & (4) Bathrooms • 

• ±4,942 S/F of Gross Living Area Above Grade •
• Gas FWA Heat • Central Air Conditioning • Full Basement •

• Vinyl & Brick Exterior • In-Law Unit • Hardwood & Carpeted Floors •
• Wood Deck • Covered Porch • Fireplace • Tennis Court • 

• Public Water & Sewer • In-Ground Pool • 4-Car Attached Garage •
• Zoned: RES A (Residential) •
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Yuletree Jubilee now underway
WEST SPRINGFIELD – Starting Friday, 

Nov. 20, the Red Thread Network for the 
arts will host the Seventh Annual Yuletree 
Jubilee in the West Springfield Public Li-
brary Community Room, 200 Park Ave. Ad-
mission is free. 

Twenty two trees, decorated and donat-
ed by local businesses, organizations and 
individuals, will be displayed and raffled 

off for 10 days to the delight of visitors. The 
hours are Thursday, Friday, Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. The drawing will 
take place on Sunday, Dec. 3 at 2 p.m. For 
More information contact Jane at jane-
trompe@comcast.net or log on to the web 
page www.redthreadnetworkforthearts.org 
or visit our Facebook page Yuletree Jubilee.

Pinocchio showing 
at ACC Dec. 2

AGAWAM – Pinocchio is coming 
to Agawam Congregational Church on 
Saturday, Dec. 2 at 6:15 p.m. the orig-
inal, animated movie made in 1940 
will be shown for free in the church 
hall complete with a full-sized movie 
screen, popcorn, and water.

Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Reservations are to be made 
by Thursday, Nov. 30 at noon by contact-
ing the church office at 413-786-7111 or 
office@agawamcong.com. The church, 
located at 745 Main St., is handicapped 
accessible with a large parking lot. 

Positions open on Board of Appeals
AGAWAM – Please be advised that 

there are two openings on the Agawam 
Zoning Board of Appeals effective January 
2024. One opening is for a regular position 
and the other for the alternate position. 

Interested parties should contact 
Barbara Bard in the City Council Office 
at 726-9716 or send in a letter of inter-
est to bbard@agawam.ma.us as soon as 
possible. 

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Rusty 
I was married to my ex-husband for 30 years. For 

14 of those years, I was an unemployed mom and 
community volunteer. After my sons were grown, I 
began teaching in California and earned a teach-
er pension. That teacher pension eliminates all the 
spousal benefits my husband paid for. How can that 
be justified? I, like a number of my retired friends, 
rent out rooms in my house to be able to live on a 
small teacher’s pension and get none of my earned 
spousal benefits. 

Signed: Frustrated Teacher

Dear Frustrated Teacher
I can only say that your frustration is shared 

by many retirees from public service in States, 
which do not participate in the federal Social Se-
curity program, that is, neither the employee nor 
the State contribute to the federal Social Securi-
ty program. There are about 26 states including 
California, which exempt at least some of their 
employees and themselves from paying Social Se-
curity payroll taxes, but those states are obligated 
to provide retirement benefits robust enough to 
offset the loss of Social Security benefits, which 
will occur later in life after the employee retires. 

As controversial as these laws - the Windfall 
Elimination Provision and the Government Pen-
sion Offset  are, they have withstood legal chal-
lenges since they were enacted four decades ago. 

Because you have a “non-covered” pension from 
your state employment, WEP reduces any person-
al Social Security retirement benefit you may have 
earned elsewhere and, to your specific point, the 
GPO has eliminated the spousal benefit you might 
otherwise have been entitled to from your ex-hus-
band. 

Like you, many who are affected believe this 
to be unfair, but Congress has steadfastly failed 
to enact legislation to repeal these provisions 
or even to soften their impact. The likely reason 
is that Congress has evaluated the fundamental 
premise of the provisions and concluded they ap-
propriately equalize the way benefits are paid to 
all Social Security beneficiaries.

It might help to think of it this way: in normal 
circumstances, if one spouse has a personally 
earned Social Security retirement benefit, which 
is more than 50% of their partner’s Full Retire-
ment Age amount, no spousal benefit is paid (the 
spouse benefit is offset by the recipient’s own SS 
retirement benefit). 

The GPO,the provision which affects SS spou-
sal and survivor benefits) applies that same log-
ic for a spouse who has a “non-covered” pension 
earned outside of the Social Security program, 
their spousal benefit is offset by the amount of the 
person’s own “non-covered” retirement pension. 
The one difference is that the GPO offset is actual-
ly a bit smaller (2/3rds of the non-covered pension 
vs. 100% offset for a spouse with their own SS re-
tirement benefit). 

Both WEP, which reduces SS retirement ben-
efits and the GPO, which reduces spousal or sur-
vivor benefits, are consequences of working for a 
State which has chosen to not participate in the 
federal Social Security program, and those states 

About the fairness of WEP and GPO

Christmas-time 
questions for the 

Garden Lady

A reader from Palmer wrote in 
with this holiday question for 
the Garden Lady: “I enjoyed your 

wreath-making column last week. I 
thought it was interesting that you ad-
vised scouring the landscape for suitable 
greenery. Overgrown boxwood shrubs 
are plentiful at home. Can I harvest the 
tips for making my own holiday wreaths 
and swags?  If so, how do I ensure that 
the shrubs look good come spring?”

Yes, you can certainly harvest box-
wood, especially since your plants 
are considered “overgrown.” A haircut 
doesn’t sound as if it will do much harm, 
even though it’s the off season. 

Rather than snip just the tips, how-
ever, insert your clippers further into 
the plant where the growth has become 
woody. Cutting deeper in several ran-
dom spots will make “windows” for new 
growth, at a reduced size!  

The addition of boxwoods to your 
wreaths, planter boxes and swags will 
offer a nice variation in texture to coars-
er greenery.  

Tabletop “trees” made almost entirely 
out of boxwood make great Christmas 
centerpieces.  

Here is how you do it, straight from 
the archives: Cut a piece of wet floral 
foam into an elongated triangle and 
secure it in your container of choice. I 
prefer to use a plastic centerpiece base 
available from the florist - the bottom of 
the foam fits in perfectly. 

From your collection of boxwood 
or other greens, choose a nice, pointed 
piece for the top of the tree and place it 
into the foam an inch or so; three or four 
inches will be left sticking out the top.  If 
leaves or other stems along the branch 
are in the way of insertion, remove them 
first so that the smallest hole possible 
will be made in the foam.  

Now, gauge the size of the rest of your 
tree by inserting pieces of greenery at 
the halfway point as well as at the very 
bottom.    

After that, fill in between the top and 
middle and middle and bottom, turning 
the foam as you go, so that a multidi-
mensional tree results. Once greenery 
completely covers the foam, you can 
decorate it any way you like.  

Tiny glass balls, battery-powered 
lights, dried cranberries or cinnamon 
sticks are just a few options. Don’t for-
get to water the tree at the base - the 
foam will absorb moisture and keep the 
greens hydrated for weeks of enjoyment.

Marissa, who reads the Ware River 
News, posed this timely question con-
cerning flowering gifts.  “I purchased an 
amaryllis kit as a gift for my sister.  Do 
you have any tips for to make sure it 
grows and flowers well?” 

Sure! As long as the amaryllis bulb is 
dry and free of soft spots it should bloom 
just fine. Like other flowering bulbs, the 
amaryllis is a self-contained unit ready 
to do its thing!  

Just follow these simple planting in-
structions: fill the container with moist-
ened growing medium to about one-half 
to two-thirds full. Position the bulb on 
top and add the rest of the potting soil- 
the upper portion and the neck should 
rest just above the rim of the pot.    

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact aan@turley.com
Agawam Advertiser News, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS
SECURITY   ❙   page 5

JUMP   ❙   page ?
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I received an email from a Brimfield res-
ident. He said he had a few song spar-
rows in his yard in late October along 

with white-throated sparrows.
The song sparrow is six inches long and 

has a whitish breast with brown streaks. 
A distinguishing mark is a black, cen-
tral spot on its chest. The song sparrow’s 
crown is reddish brown and it has gray 
eyebrows. Its tail is long and rounded. 
Song sparrows feed on the ground eating 
seeds, insects and some fruit. 

This sparrow’s song is a few repeated 
notes followed by a rich and varied war-
ble. Its call includes a “tsp” and “tchump.” 
The female lays three to five greenish, 
white eggs with dark marks in a cup like 
nest of grasses and occasionally leaves. 
She place the nest on the ground, in a 
shrub or weeds.

The male song sparrow defines his ter-

ritory by singing from prominent perches 
in about ½ to 1 ½ acres. The male chases 
the female away when she first arrives and 
reduces the amount of his singing. Court-
ship includes male diving at the female 
and her making a trill like call. 

Song sparrows inhabit dense shrubs 
at the edge of open areas such as fields, 
yards and streams. They inhabit this area 
year round. 

Other Brimfield birds
The Brimfield resident said he had 

juncos and one golden crown and one ru-
by-crowned kinglet. He also saw four male 
Eastern bluebirds, a pair of house finch-
es and juncos. He said, “The ‘best’ sight-
ing was a male American kestrel. It was 
perched on a wire, flew to a tree and then 
down into the grass where it caught what 
looked like a mouse or vole.”

Cedar waxwings
My daughter and family saw a flock of 

cedar waxwings eating berries in Granby 
near Horse Caves.

Pond birds
The Brimfield resident did a tour of 

some ponds in Brimfield, Sturbridge and 
Warren recently. He reported lots of Cana-
da geese, but not a lot of ducks other than 
mallards. He saw two-ringed necked ducks 
in Warren and a robin eating fruit from a 
mountain ash tree.

He complied a list of birds seen Nov. 18 in 
Brimfield, Sturbridge and Warren. It includ-
ed 33 mallards, 76 Canada geese, a pair of 
hooded mergansers (male and female), two 
great blue herons and two mourning doves.

Feeders
I still have not put out my suet feeder 

until I am sure the black bears are hiber-
nating. I have lost too many suet feeders 
to black bears; they either destroy them or 
take off with them. There must be a pile of 
them in the woods somewhere.

I do put some bird seed out during the 
day, but I only put a small amount for the 
birds. I include shelled peanuts as the tuft-
ed titmice, woodpeckers and blue jays love 
them. Yes, the squirrels do as well.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

The bulb may rot if it stays too wet, so 
add water only when the soil dries out. 
Temperatures should be kept around 60 
degrees.  

Once the sprouting occurs, fertilizer 
can be added, but the amaryllis will likely 
bloom well without it. Stake heavy flower 
stalks as they form to prevent them from 
snapping.  

Keep blooms looking their best for the 
greatest amount of time by pinching away 
anthers before they form pollen, and by 
housing the plant in a cool room of the 
house.  

Pet owners be forewarned, toxic alka-
loids present in these tennis ball-sized 

bulbs can cause vomiting and diarrhea in 
animals who have consumed them. Dogs, 
who are more likely to play with and chew 
objects this size, are at greater risk.  

Purdue University states that the stom-
ach upset will likely cure itself within a few 
hours, but that special medical attention 
should be given to weak, old, or otherwise 
in-firmed dogs who have come in contact 
with amaryllis bulbs.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

in my

By Ellenor Downer

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Old English letters
  5. Sculpture
 11. Showing up again
 14. Tie the knot again
 15. Washington city
 18. Stiff structures in 

invertebrates
 19. Mark over a 

vowel
 21. Explosive
 23. Popular race: __ 

500
 24. Pile up
 28. Mint
 29. Commercial
 30. A minute amount 

(Scottish)
 32. Small Eurasian 

deer
 33. Baseball stat
 35. Numbers 

cruncher
 36. Japanese masked 

drama
 39. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 41. Blood group
 42. Assist in 

wrongdoing
 44. Language spoken 

in Cameroon and 
Chad

 46. Grayish-white
 47. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
 49. Microorganism
 52. Place under 

prohibition
 56. Calm, dependable
 58. Congressman
 60. Force
 62. As a result of this 

document
 63. One of two main 

branches of Islam
 

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make a mistake
  2. Gordon and Snider 

are two

  3. Geographical 
region of Finland

  4. Ejected saliva
  5. A way of 

performing
  6. Scotland’s longest 

river
  7. One of the six 

noble gases (abbr.)
  8. Body art
  9. Two-toed sloth
 10. Electronic 

counter-
countermeasures

 12. Foolish person 
(Brit.)

 13. Of the wind
 16. Grand home
 17. Sound
 20. English river
 22. Symbol indicating 

ownership
 25. Exclamation of 

surprise
 26. Pouch
 27. Apart from

 29. Satisfaction 
 31. The bill in a 

restaurant
 34. Sea bream
 36. Port in southern 

Japan
 37. Double-reed 

instruments
 38. Center
 40. South Dakota
 43. An orderly crowd
 45. Indicates position
 48. __-pedi
 50. Nonsense (slang)
 51. Republic of 

Ireland
 53. Nocturnal flyers
 54. American state
 55. Clusters in fern 

fronds
 57. Patriotic women
 58. A person’s brother 

or sister
 59. Breed of sheep
 61. Popular film 

“Despicable __”

are obligated to inform their employees of 
those consequences. I know that doesn’t 
make your situation any less frustrating, 
but Congress “justifies” these provisions 
as being necessary to equalize how bene-
fits are paid to all Social Security benefi-
ciaries. 

There are about 2 million beneficiaries 
affected by WEP and over 700,000 affect-
ed by the GPO, most of whom share your 
displeasure. Nevertheless, Congress has so 
far maintained both these provisions as 
originally enacted. If you wish to add your 
voice to those who believe WEP and GPO 
are unfair, you may wish to contact your 

federal Congressional Representatives to 
express that point. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC.

SECURITY   ❚   from page 4

GARDEN   ❚   from page 4

Song sparrow Cedar waxwing

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

www.turley.com CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 11
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Bright Nights at Forest Park open through Jan. 1
SPRINGFIELD – Bright Nights at For-

est Park opened Nov. 22 and will be open 
through Jan. 1, 2024. It includes a spectacu-
lar three-mile drive with more than 700,000 
lights. The displays surround the holiday 
revelers as they travel the three-mile route 
through arches and tunnels and larger-
than-life displays. These include Seuss 
Land, Toy Land, Victorian Village, Jurassic 
World, a replica of the Springfield Munici-
pal Group with Santa flying over, towering 
candles, nativity, menorah, Kwanzaa dis-
plays and more.

The 29th season, which opened on 
Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2023, features more 
activities than ever before so that visitors 
can extend their experience outside of the 
car. At Santa’s Magical Forest, which is lo-

cated just after Seuss Land, the Jolly Ol’ 
Elf himself will greet visitors and pose for 
photographs through Christmas Eve. There 
will be a grand carousel to ride, snacks to 
munch on, souvenirs to take home and self-
ies to take to remember the experience.

 On Tuesday, Dec. 4 and 11, there will be 
free face painting. On Wednesday, Dec. 5 
and 12, there will be Zoo Nights with special 
activities at the Zoo at Forest Park.

Because every member of the family 
should enjoy Bright Nights, be sure to bring 
the pets along for the ride. On Friday, Dec. 1 
and 15, the furry family members can have 
their picture taken with Santa.

For those planning ahead, reservations 
are being accepted for horse-drawn wagon 
and carriage rides, and Supper with Santa 

at the Barney Carriage House.
General admission tickets, valid for any 

night of the event, are $23. Discounted 
tickets for specific dates are also available 
in limited quantities. Also, $10 Tuesday ad-
mission tickets are valid for Tuesday, Dec 
5, and Tuesday, Dec. 12. Limousine admis-
sion tickets are available for $35 each. Big Y 
World Class Markets has general admission 
tickets for sale for $18 with Big Y Member-
ship.

The lights will be lit nightly at 5 p.m., 
and glow through 9 p.m., Sunday through 
Thursday, and 10 p.m. Fridays, Saturdays, 
and holidays that include Christmas Eve, 
Christmas, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s 
Day. For more information and all of the ac-
tivities, visit brightnights.org.

  
LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ........................

lb

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP
CHULETA KAN KAN ..............

USDA INSP. 

$119
lb

SALE DATES: 11/30/23-12/6/23

$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH AMERICAN
LAMB LEG CHOPS ..............$599

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS ....................
USDA INSP. BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF

PARTY CUT CHICKEN 5 LB BAG ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 16/20 COUNT

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG .................. ea

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKIN ON

SALMON PORTION ....................

$145
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
GENOA SALAMI .................$599

lb $1599
BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST or STEAKS

ea

FRESH BONE-IN
PORTERHOUSE or 
TBONE STEAKS

$899

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$345

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS .........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ..............
$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$777
lb

$444
lb

$799
lb

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Springfield Symphony Orchestra

Jolly
Holiday
DECEMBER 9 • 4:00 PM

 William Waldrop Conductor
 Springfield Symphony Chorus Nikki Stoia, Director
 Michael Lynche Vocalist 
 Elise Barber Cantor

 springfieldsymphony.org | (413) 733-2291

Season Sponsor Concert Sponsor Support from

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2023. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 18-22, 2023.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 6, 2023

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Marcus KosnickiMarcus Kosnicki
June 5,2022

Parents:  Jonathan & Marcie Kosnicki 
Grandparents:  Marc Davignon & Lisa Dube, Chicopee

 John & Pamella Kosnicki, Palmer

Bright Nights at Forest Park, a three-mile drive 
through 700,000 lights, will be open in Springfield 
through Jan. 1, 2024. COURTESY PHOTO



November 30, 2023     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 7

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Brownies lead early, but fall on Thanksgiving
AGAWAM – Last Thursday 

morning, Agawam headed into 
West Springfield looking to 
break a four-game losing streak 
on Thanksgiving. The Brownies 
got a first-half touchdown from 
Nicholas Ugolini, who did a lot of 
rushing for Agawam throughout 
the game, but West Springfield 
had a big second half and came 
away with the 37-20 win. Agawam 

would lead 7-6 at halftime after 
stopping a two-point conversion 
late in the first half. Agawam got 
the ball with about a minute re-
maining in the first half and got 
two-thirds of the way down the 
field, but could not score before 
the break. West Springfield’s of-
fense turned it on during the sec-
ond half. Agawam finishes the 
season 5-6.

Brianna Manes represents Agawam
HOLYOKE – Last Tuesday 

night, Brianna Manes represent-
ed Agawam girls volleyball in 

the International Volleyball Hall 
of Fame All-Star Game held at 
Holyoke Community College. The 

event featured two games with 
second teamers facing off fol-
lowed by first-team selections.

Girls soccer all-stars shine
SPRINGFIELD – Last Monday 

evening at Pope Francis High 
School, the Senior All-Star Games 
were held. Two games took place, 
with Class C and D playing in one 

game and Class A and B playing 
in another. The games featured 
the best senior players from all 
Western Mass. High School girls 
soccer programs.

Brianna Manes attempts a block.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COMBrianna Manes sends a set to a teammate.

Agawam was represented by Alivia Carrier, Isabella Castro, and Angelina Kozhen-
evsky. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Nicholas Ugolini goes for the left sideline on a carry.

Nicholas Ugolini and Michael Sibilia both go for a fumbled ball.Benjamin Tokarev kicks an extra point for the Brownies.

Rian Villareal returns a punt. Joseph Kravetz blocks on the defensive line.

Domenick Pisano looks to make a handoff. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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Worcester Railers sweep Adirondack Thunder in ECHL action
GLENS FALLS, NY – The Worcester Rail-

ers HC (7-6-2-1, 17pts) took down the Ad-
irondack Thunder  (7-4-2-0, 16pts) on Sat-
urday night by the final score of 4-2 in front 
of a crowd of 4,297 at Cool Insuring Arena. 
The Railers are back at home against the 
Kansas City Mavericks this Wednesday, 
November 29th at 10:05 a.m. ET. 

Neither team scored in the first period 
as Tristan Lennox was excellent in net for 
Worcester in the first. He made 15 saves on 
15 shots to open the game. Scoring opened 
in the second as Worcester’s Anthony Cal-
lin (1-0-1) put Worcester ahead 1-0. Ad-
irondack responded with two straight goals 
from Travis Broughman (1-0-1) and Yushi-
roh Hirano (1-0-1) to give the Thunder the 
2-1 lead heading into the third. Worcester 

scored three unanswered 
in the third from Ashton 
Calder (1-0-1), Jake Piv-
onka (1-1-2), and Zach 
White (1-0-1) to seal 
the win and the week-
end sweep, 4-2.  

Both goalies were sol-
id in the first period for 
Worcester and Adirondack 
as Tristan Lennox turned 
away 15 shots for the Railers, 
while Jeremy Brodeur made 7 saves 
for the Thunder. Two of Lennox’s saves 
came in the dying seconds of the first as 
the Thunder headed down ice on an odd-
man rush. Lennox sprawled across the 
ice and denied Trvis Broughman with an 

outstretched right leg 
to keep the game level 
going into the second. 

Anthony Callin (4th) 
unleashed a perfect wrist 

shot from atop the right 
circle on a spinning feed 
from Todd Goehring to give 

the Railers the first goal of 
the game. Both Callin and 

Goehring now have points in 
four straight games. The Thunder 

struck back with two straight goals 
to wrap up the second. Travis Broughman 
(2nd) picked up a Grant Jozefek rebound 
and deked around Lennox to tie the game 
1-1. Four minutes later, Yushiroh Hirano 
(6th) scored on the power play in his third 

straight game, putting the Thunder ahead 
2-1 going into the third.  

Ashton Calder (8th) extended his team 
lead in goals thanks to a great forecheck 
from Worcester. Keeghan Howdeshell and 
Jake Pivonka forced the Thunder defense to 
turn over the puck. As Howdeshell found it 
beneath the goal line, he passed it to Calder 
in front who beat Brodeur five-hole to tie 
the game 2-2. Jake Pivonka (7th) found the 
puck alone in the slot about a minute later 
and beat Brodeur clean glove side to make 
it a 3-2 Railers lead. Zach White would 
finish things off with an empty-net goal 
with just 6.9 seconds left to give Worces-
ter the 4-2 win, picking up all four points 
this weekend and sweeping the Thunder in 
Glens Falls. 

SportsSports
Team effort results in big shutout of Utica

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thun-
derbirds (10-8-1-0) put together a total 
team effort and dominated the Utica Com-
ets (6-6-3-0) in a 7-0 shutout win inside the 
MassMutual Center on Saturday night in 
the team’s Hockey Fights Cancer game.

Vadim Zherenko got the start in the net 
for the T-Birds and had a perfect perfor-
mance, stopping all 33 saves he faced on 
the night for his first career AHL shutout. 
In the opposite crease, Utica goaltender 
Isaac Poulter surrendered seven goals on 
29 T-Birds shots in the loss. 

It was a special night for the Bitten fam-
ily, as the team donned lavender jerseys for 
the game to support Will and Sam Bitten 
and the Bitsy’s Army cause. Bitsy’s Army 
was created by the brothers to raise aware-
ness for those battling cancer and to honor 
their late cousin Martin Piche. Piche tragi-
cally passed away from brain cancer back 
in 2021.

Springfield had several prime scoring 
opportunities in the opening minutes. Na-
than Walker saw linemate Adam Gaudette 
sneak behind the Utica defense on the 
left side, threading the team’s top scorer 
a perfect breakaway pass. Unfortunately, 

Gaudette’s shot was stopped by the 
left pad of Poulter.

The work of the Spring-
field penalty killers 
got their team on the 
board first. While cre-
ating pressure in Utica’s 
zone, Walker found Mat-
thew Peca for a one-timer 
in the high slot after strip-
ping a Utica skater of the 
puck in the left-wing corner. The cap-
tain fired home a perfect one-timer for a 
shorthanded goal, his fifth goal of the year, 
which gave the T-Birds a 1-0 lead at 13:16. 
The score would remain 1-0 as the teams 
entered their dressing rooms for the first 
intermission. 

Exactly halfway through the second pe-
riod, the T-Birds struck once again. Defen-
seman Matthew Kessel controlled the puck 
at the blue line before firing a low shot to-
ward Poulter. Although Poulter made the 
initial stop, MacKenzie MacEachern was 
there to backhand the rebound home for 
his fourth goal of the season to make it 2-0 
Springfield. The scoring did not stop after 
MacEachern’s goal. On a power play, Will 

Bitten snapped a shot on goal from 
the hash marks. Poulter made the 

initial stop, but T-Birds for-
ward Mikhail Abram-
ov was there to clean 

up the rebound with a 
snapper from the left side. 

Abramov’s goal made it 3-0 
with 6:32 to go in the period. 

As the period drew to 
a close, defenseman Dylan 

C o g h - lan was taken down from 
behind by Comets forward Kyle Criscuo-
lo. In response, Wyatt Kalynuk stood up 
for his teammate and engaged in a fight 
with Criscuolo. Kalynuk’s fight fired up his 
teammates and the crowd, but there would 
be mayhem that would follow. After a 
scrum ensued with multiple players going 
at it, Gaudette and Utica defenseman Cal 
Foote were given fighting majors with just 
13 seconds left in the period. The T-Birds 
held on to the 3-0 lead, setting the stage for 
a third period out of the movies.

The T-Birds added to their 3-0 lead in 
the third, as Zach Dean ripped a shot home 
for his first professional goal of his career 
to make it 4-0 at 4:09 off a 2-on-1 rush. The 

scoring party would continue after Dean’s 
goal, as Bolduc capitalized for Springfield’s 
second power play marker of the night at 
9:54, beating Poulter on the stick side with 
a perfectly placed wrister.

It was a poetic night for the Bitten fam-
ily. With 7:02 to go in the game, Will took 
the puck and raced up ice before dancing 
around a Utica defender to go in alone on 
Poulter. Bitten faked a slapper before slip-
ping a five-hole shot into the twine before 
pointing skyward in celebration. The poet-
ic script got better just a few minutes later 
when Will tipped in a Coghlan shot for his 
second of the night. Sam also recorded a 
milestone on his brother’s second tally, as 
he notched his first AHL point on the sec-
ondary assist. 

After having just three points in his first 
14 games of the season, Will tallied two 
goals and two assists on this night alone. It 
was one of five multi-point performances 
by Springfield skaters on the evening.

The T-Birds return home next Friday, 
December 1 for another Deuces Wild Fri-
day to take on Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. 
Puck drop is set for 7:05 p.m. at the Thun-
derdome.

UMass hosting PV Tip-Off
AMHERST – The Pioneer Valley Tip-

Off is a student-run high school basketball 
showcase featuring some of the best talent 
in Central and Western Massachusetts. 

The PVTO was started in 2011 by 
Scott Moses and Pat Salle, both students 
at the University of Massachusetts-Am-
herst and it continues to be entirely 
student-run by the McCormack Student 
Leaders Club today. 

The PVTO is held each December on the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst cam-
pus, where we strive to create a profession-
al environment for fans and players alike. 

This year’s event will be held on Dec. 
9 and 10 and will feature teams from 
throughout the region. A schedule is online 
at www.pioneervalleytip-off.com. 

All games will be held at the Mullins 
Center on the UMass-Amherst campus.

Papermen to join newly- 
formed Union Hockey League

HOLYOKE – Brian Pratt, president 
of the Holyoke Papermen Hockey Club, 
recently announced his team’s participa-
tion in the newly-formed Union Hockey 
League. The UHL consists of 16 teams in 
the northeast and Midwest and is a se-
nior level semi professional league. Pratt 
said the Papermen are putting together 
their roster at this point. 

‘We have 14 skaters and two goalies 
signed, looking to add about 8 more play-
ers,” Pratt said. “We have four preseason 
games in December and 20 regular sea-
son games starting Jan 5.”

The schedule for the league has not 
been released yet and Pratt did not say 
where the Papermen would be playing 
their home games. Closest to Holyoke are 
Fitzpatrick Rink, state-run facility right 
in Holyoke next to Holyoke High School’s 
Roberts Sports Complex, and nearby is 
Olympia Ice Center in West Springfield. 

More information will be forthcom-
ing about the team and the new league 
as the Papermen prepare to participate 
in the new league. For more information, 
go to: https://www.unionhockeyleague.
com/.
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monwealth right now,” Velis said. 
“What I was able to see and observe with 

my own eyes as Major Velis in the National 
Guard helped me get an incredible under-
standing when I took that uniform off and 
put my suit and tie back on and put on my 
State Senator John Velis uniform.”

The activation put him in direct contact 
with migrant families currently seeking 
shelter in MA. He worked directly in the ho-
tels that these families were staying in and 
got to hear their stories for himself. 

“It was actually incredibly helpful at a 
time when we’re having this raging debate 
about immigration, both here in Massachu-
setts and beyond,” Velis said. “It gave me a 
first-hand look about it so I actually think it 
really, really helped.”

He hopes to use the knowledge he gained 
throughout this activation to help him lead 
on this immigration topic in Massachusetts. 

Throughout his time service, Velis at-
tended around 20 hotels where people were 
sheltered. During this time, Velis claims he 
made a point to really sit down and talk 

with them about their lives and what their 
goals were. 

“I couldn’t even finish my sentence be-
fore they even started answering me or 
raising their hand and saying ‘we want to 
work,’” Velis said. “And that was every single 
hotel.”

Velis’s goal is to continue moving MA in 
a direction where the state can support the 
immigrants coming in so they can become 
self-sufficient. 

“Every decision that we should be mak-
ing should be guided by one principal and 
one principal only: is what we are doing 
making the population more or less self-suf-
ficient,” Velis said. 

Velis wants to ensure the state is enact-
ing policies that will allow and encourage 
the immigrating people to work.

“The sooner they’re self-sufficient, the 
sooner they can get out and work, the soon-
er they can afford a place to live and to pro-
vide for themselves,” Velis said. 

However, one of the biggest difficulties 
Velis claims the state is encountering with 
the issue of immigration is the lack of fed-
eral support.

had no idea the school was renamed and 
were quite upset.” 

With this history in mind, Dolat start-
ed the petition that caused the public 
hearing scheduled for Dec. 12.

“I did the petition so people could 
have their voices heard,” Dolat said.  

She collected more than 50 signa-
tures, all of people agreeing with her pro-
test against the name change. 

“Those that signed my petition were 
opposed [to the name change] also,” 
Dolat said. “[They signed] to say that 
it should never have been changed not 
just because of the history but because 
Gerry Smith should not have requested 
that it be done while the mayor held the 
position as the school committee chair-
person.”

Dolat and many others feel it was a 
conflict of interest for the school com-
mittee to vote on this matter while the 
mayor held a position on the school 
committee, though Mayor William Sa-
pelli himself did refrain from voting on 

the matter. 
“I believe there are proper ways to do 

things and this was not one of them,” Dol-
at said. 

Additionally, Dolat felt that the school 
committee did not give residents of the 
town ample notice for when they made 
the vote on the name change. 

“Most of the town, as was I, were un-
aware that any of this had been happen-
ing,” Dolat said. 

Dolat herself didn’t even know of the 
name change until she later read about it 
on Facebook forum posts, which is what 
kickstarted her involvement in the issue. 

“I don’t believe six committee mem-
bers should ever be the voice of a town 
without more input,” she said. 

Through the use of town Facebook 
forums, Dolat has worked to coordinate 
efforts to protest the name change. 

She hopes that those who signed the 
petition will be made aware of the up-
coming hearing so that they can attend 
the hearing, should they so desire. 

The legal notice for the public hearing 
is on page 11.

“We’re discussing vertical alignment in 
k-4 and how we can address these areas early 
on to set up our students for success,” Clif-
ford M. Granger School Principal Stephanie 
Gendron said. “We own the data as a school 
and we have to be looking vertically at how 
to make adjustments starting in kindergar-
ten. Our goal for students is to build upon 
these skills each year.”

Additionally, while the schools are proud 
of their math scores they hope to continue to 
increase them. 

Throughout the MCAS scores they no-
ticed that students tended to score lower on 
skills taught earlier on in the year, therefore 
they will be focusing on circling back to key 
skills throughout the year so that students 
do not lose them. 

As the year progresses each school will 
continue to share data with coaches, teach-
ers, staff and the school committee in order 
to allow time to analyze the data and create 
plans around it. 

On top of looking at the overall achieve-
ments of the district, each principal also 
took the time to reflect on their own school’s 
plans. 

William P. Sapelli school specifically is 
facing obstacles this year as a result of the 
increased levels of high needs students with-
in the school. 

In 2021, according to Harris, the per-
centage of high needs students within the 
schools was 50%. By 2023, it was 65%. 

This percentage includes students with 
disabilities, students who are from low-in-
come families and students who are multi-
lingual learners. 

It is the multilingual learning students 
who have seen the greatest population in-
crease, growing from 12% of the school in 
2021 to 25% of the school in 2023. Within 
this population, 16 different languages are 
spoken. 

Sapelli school overall has 288 students. 73 
of these students are multilingual learners, 
and 23 of those students are “newcomers” or 
non-English speaking students.

Due to this drastic increase, Harris says 
that Sapelli school has been focused greatly 
on improving support for these students. 

Not only is this important for the multi-
lingual students, but it is important for all 
students to foster an environment of sup-
port and acceptance of differences. 

“I want to build a culturally diverse 
school,” Harris said. “When students learn 
about different cultures through their edu-
cation they feel more comfortable and safe 
with those differences later in life.”

In order to do this, Harris has been work-
ing on training staff and herself on the di-
verse backgrounds students and their fam-
ilies come from so that all students can be 
greeted with understanding and respect. 

Harris has already had a meeting with 
Rosa Rodriguez Pion, the new English 
Learners director. They have discussed how 
to adjust the program structure at Sapelli 
school. 

Harris has also implemented a Response 
to Intervention group at each level focused 
on English Language Learners. 

Finally, she has been working in improv-
ing professional development, both through-
out her school and throughout the district. 

“I have been working with the assistant 
superintendent to [improve PD] so that, 
whether this is on district professional de-
velopment days or in-house, we’re going 
to focus on training our teachers properly 
so that we can build that culturally diverse 
classroom,” Harris said. 

This improved PD will focus on address-
ing the needs of newcomers, refugee stu-
dents, and multilingual learners with special 
needs. 

Throughout this plan, Harris is working 
on building trauma-informed classrooms 
and implementing differentiated instruc-
tion for English learners in special education 
classrooms.

She also is working on an attendance 
plan specifically focused toward multilin-
gual learning students, as the chronic ab-
sence rate for that group is 32%. This will 
also tie into her work on improving family 
and community engagement.  

PROTEST   ❚   from page 1VELIS   ❚   from page 1
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STCC fall student fine arts exhibition 
on view now through Dec. 9

SPRINGFIELD – The Amy H. Car-
berry Fine Arts Gallery at Springfield 
Technical Community College presents 
the fall Student Fine Arts Exhibition on 
view beginning Nov. 28. A closing cele-
bration and reception will be held Dec. 
9, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Each semester the Fine Arts program 
faculty at STCC selects their students’ 
finest work. All artwork represents the 
culmination of a semester’s work, from 
studio paintings, charcoal drawings, 
traditional gelatin silver photographs 
and many other outstanding design 
projects. 

“This show is not just a representa-
tion of ‘art majors,’” said Sondra Per-
on, associate professor and gallery 
coordinator. “All artwork is created by 
students from a variety of academic 
disciplines. Most fine arts courses at 
STCC  do not  require any pre-requisite, 
and no art experience is required to reg-
ister for a fine arts course.”

For more information about the Fine 
Arts program: stcc.edu/explore/pro-
grams/fine.aa

“This is a great opportunity for our 
students to showcase their artwork,” 
said Vice President of Student Affairs 
Darcey Kemp. “While the college has a 
technical focus, STCC strives to offer a 
broad educational experience that in-
cludes fine arts.” 

In addition to seeing student art, vis-
itors to the Carberry Fine Arts Gallery 
can experience the Camera Obscura 
Room. First conceived in 2013 with ana-
log photography students in the former 
gallery office, the room offers a unique 
viewing experience. The laws of optics 
dictate that light travels in straight lines 

and when light reflects off objects out-
side a darkened room, some of those 
rays of light travel through a small hole 
or aperture in a window, and reform on 
the opposite wall, upside down. The 
Camera Obscura Room at STCC is open 
to the public when exhibitions are on 
view.

The gallery and camera obscura, lo-
cated on the campus of STCC in B28, 
are open Mondays 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Tues-
days 9 a.m.-5:45 p.m., Wednesdays 12:30 
p.m.-5:30 p.m., Thursdays 11 a.m.-3pm; 

Fridays 10 a.m.-2 p.m., and Saturday 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. Parking is available in K Lot. 
Use Pearl Street gate for easy access. 
The gallery and all events are free to the 
public. 

This exhibition and associated 
events are supported in part by the 
School of Liberal and Professional Stud-
ies (LAPS) and the Fine Arts (A.A.) pro-
gram.  stcc.io/carberry

Interested in applying to STCC? Vis-
it stcc.edu/apply or call Admissions at 
(413) 755-3333.

The fall Student Fine Arts Exhibition was on view beginning Nov. 28. SUBMITTED PHOTO

HCC opens registration 
for Wintersession and 
spring 2024

HOLYOKE – Registration is now open 
for Wintersession and Spring 2024 semester 
classes at Holyoke Community College.

HCC’s 11-day Wintersession term begins 
Friday, Dec. 29, and ends Friday, Jan. 12. The 
spring 2023 semester begins Tuesday, Jan. 16.

With the exception of one environmen-
tal science lab course, all Wintersession 
classes are online. HCC’s spring offerings 
include a mix of on-campus, online, and 
hybrid courses.

“Wintersession provides a wonderful 
opportunity for students to add a course 
they couldn’t fit into their schedules in the 
fall or to get ahead for the spring by taking 
up to four credits in just two weeks,” said 
Mark Hudgik, interim dean of strategic 
recruitment initiatives, admissions, and 
financial aid.

Wintersession classes are offered in an-
thropology, business law, conflict resolution 
and mediation, economics, environmental 
science, geography, management, math, 
nutrition, sociology, social problems and 
statistics.

In addition to full-semester, 15-week 
classes in spring, HCC also offers three ac-
celerated, Flex Start Sessions: Flex 1 (Jan. 
16-March 7), Flex 2 (Feb. 5-May 8), and Flex 
3 (March 18-May 7).

To sign up for a Wintersession class, 
please visit hcc.edu/wintersession.

To sign up for Spring 2024, go to hcc.edu/
admissions.

In addition, HCC will be hosting a reg-
istration express event on Sat., Jan. 6, when 
prospective students can apply for admis-
sion, take the college placement test, meet 
with an academic adviser, register for class-
es, set up financial aid, all in one day, as well 
as learn about MassReconnect, the state’s 
new free community college program for 
Massachusetts residents 25 and older.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
MG ELECTRICAL SERVICE All 
electrical work, new construction, ad-
ditions, service upgrade, emergency 
generators. Free estimates. Insured/
Licensed. Lic.# 16979-A
Call Mike (413) 896-1346

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at B>413-887-1987.

RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver-
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323-
6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Ser-
vice.  Wilbraham residential only  Call 
or Text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

The Town of Wilbraham is now hiring 
P/T & F/T EMERGENCY

DISPATCHERS.
For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov. EOE.  Open until filled.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

LUDLOW: $925, quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

PAID ON-THE-JOB 
HOME HEALTH AIDE 

TRAINING.
Earn $2000 once you complete 
our Certified Home Health Aide 
115-hour Training Program. $300 
Sign on Bonus also available! 
Call Excel Nursing Services 

413-583-8900. EOE.
www.excelnursing

services.com

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Classified Advertising
DEADLINES
QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN

FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY
AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
PUBLIC HEARING

Renaming of School Petition
According to the provi-

sions of the Agawam Charter, 
Article 8, section 8-1 (b), a 
public hearing shall be held 
to act by taking a vote on 
the merits of every petition 
which is addressed to the 
School Committee and which 
is signed by at least 50 vot-
ers.   The public hearing 
regarding the name change 
from Robinson Park School to 
the William P. Sapelli School 
is scheduled for December 
12, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Agawam Junior High 
School auditorium located 
at 1305 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills, MA  01030.
11/30, 12/07/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2342EA
Estate of:

Barry Boccasile 
Also known as: 

Barry N Boccasile, 
Barry Nicholas Boccasile 
Date of Death: 10/23/2023  

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Zachary Landry  
of Amity, ME requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Zachary Landry  of 
Amity, ME be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/14/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 

to you.
UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE

MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE 

CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Represent-

ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 15, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/30/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2366EA
Estate of:

Catherine C. Kutz
Date of Death: 06/25/2011 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by George M. Ross  of 
The Villages, FL requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: George M. Ross  of The 
Villages, FL be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/08/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 

within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 17, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/30/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2369EA
Estate of:

Patricia Ann Lindsey
Date of Death: 10/02/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Lisa Allen-
Geissler of Feeding Hills, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Lisa Allen-Geissler 
of  Feeding Hil ls ,  MA 
be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve on the bond in 
unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/15/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-

ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 21, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/30/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2379EA
Estate of:

Adella H. Ross
Date of Death: 05/31/2008 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by George M. Ross of 
The Villages, FL  requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: George M. Ross of The 
Villages, FL be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/12/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 

which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 21, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/30/2023

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5
Happy Holidays!

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser News
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The Western Massachusetts Natural Gas Reliability Project 

will provide system reliability to approximately 58,000 existing 

natural gas customers in the Greater Springfield area. This project 

includes constructing a new point-of-delivery (POD) station in 

Longmeadow and installing, upgrading, and operating a steel 

main between this new POD station and the company’s Bliss Street 

Regulator Station in Springfield.

Please come to our Open House on December 5th, where you’ll 

learn what this project will mean for the Greater Springfield area. 

Project team members will be available to provide information and 

answer your questions.

Visit eversource.com/wma-gas-reliability to learn more about 

the proposed project and see details about the Open House.

Questions?
For more information, please email Eversource at 

ProjectInfo@eversource.com or call 800-793-2202. You 

can also keep up to date on the project by visiting our website at 

eversource.com/wma-gas-reliability, or by scanning the 

QR code below with your smart device.

Si necesita que le traduzcan esta notificación, envíenos un correo electrónico a 
Projectinfo@eversource.com y escriba “Gas Reliability Project” en el asunto.

Learn about a proposed 
 natural gas system upgrade 
 in your area.

Artist Alexandra Walters will give demonstration on Dec. 13 
AGAWAM – Alexandra Walters will be 

the demonstrator for the Agawam Com-
munity Artist and Artisans meeting on Dec. 
13, at 6 p.m., at the Agawam Public Library, 
750 Cooper St.

Walters is a multi-media artist who has 
been exhibiting widely throughout New 
England for over 25 years. She received her 
bachelor of art degree from Westfield State 
College, with a concentration in fine art.

Her artwork has won awards in regional 
and national juried shows. She has a broad 
background in many roles within the visual 
arts community: she has led workshops in 
several media, is a popular demonstrating 
artist for art associations and has served as 
a judge at several local art shows.

Her extensive experience in arranging 
and hanging art exhibitions includes serv-
ing as gallery coordinator for dozens of 
artists. Walters has been a board member 
of the Academic Artists Association, the 
Rockport Art Association’s Experimental 
Art Group, and the Tobacco Valley Art As-
sociation. She maintained the Serendip-
ity Art Studio at the Indian Orchard Mills 
for 16 years, where she taught both group 
classes and private lessons.

 In collaboration with Artworks West-
field, she has recently begun facilitation 
with the Artists Sharing and Discussion 
group held monthly in Westfield. She con-
tinues to offer art lessons, workshops, and 
mentoring.

This art presentation is free and open to 
the public. The meeting begins at 6 p.m. in 
the Community room of the Agawam Pub-
lic Library, 750 Cooper St. She will begin 
her demonstration after the meeting.

For further information please contact 
Ceil Rossi at 413-207-1247 or email tocare-
free2@hotmail.com.

Alexandra Walters will be the demonstrator for the 
Agawam Community Artist and Artisans meeting on 
Dec. 13, at 6 p.m., at the Agawam Public Library, 
750 Cooper St. COURTESY PHOTO
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