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School project nearing approval vote from state
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Agawam High 
School Building Project is now 
waiting for approval from the 
MSBA to move forward in their 
next steps. 

The final community forum 
was held in the Agawam High 
School Library on Monday, 
Nov. 27.

Superintendent Sheila Hoff-
man and AHS Principal Jim Blain 
also presented to the MSBA Facil-
ities Assessment Subcommittee 
on Nov. 15. 

The goal of the meeting with 
the MSBA FAS was to gain their 
approval of the project so they 
would make the recommendation 
to present to the MSBA Board of 
Directors meeting on Dec. 13. 

The hope is that the MSBA will 
approve of the project at this Dec. 
13 meeting so that Agawam can 
continue forward with this proj-

ect. The next step will be to enter 
the schematic design phase. 

In the schematic design phase 
they will focus on refining the de-
tails of the decided upon design 
structure and finalizing details of 
the budget.

Ideally, this phase will be com-
plete by May, so that they can 
secure funding for the project in 
June when the MSBA meets again. 

The favored option proposed 
to the MSBA is Construction Op-
tion 1C, which involves new con-
struction of a school building.

“It was chosen from feedback 
we got from stakeholder groups,” 
Hoffman said. “It seemed to meet 
the needs that the teachers, par-
ents, community members and 
students were saying they wanted 
in a new building.”

The construction for this op-
tion would occur in two phases, 
with the gym, auditorium and 

AHS presents curriculum 
plans for next school year
The plan includes some 
new course offerings

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Algebra One is 
being combined back to just 
one course.

High School Principal Jim 
Blain, Common Core Facili-
tator in Mathematics Nikali 
Benkert and Common Core 
Facilitator in Science Shawn 
Rumplik presented the pro-
posed updates to AHS’s pro-
gram of studies for next year to 
the school committee. 

This proposed plan included 
the removal of a two-part alge-
bra one course the school offers 
and to make it one course, with 
an additional math essentials 
course for students in need of 
more support. 

Therefore, instead of having 
Algebra One Part One and Part 
Two as a two-year mathematics 
course, both sections would be 
combined into one. Students 
who need further support 
would take the Math Essentials 
course. 

Therefore, students would 
come in and take Algebra One 
in their freshman year or they 
could take Geometry, depend-
ing on their math level coming 
into high school. 

Those who need the Math 
Essentials course would take it 
concurrently with Algebra One. 

By combining the two Al-
gebra One courses into one, it 
guarantees that all students 
could take geometry by their 
sophomore year, which would 
better prepare them for MCAS 
testing. 

“On the math MCAS 21 out 
of the 0 possible points on the 
2023 MCAS were from the ge-
ometry standards,” Blain said. 
“For our students taking a two-
part algebra, that means they 
are not getting a third of the 
standards taught to them.”

AHS wants to ensure that all 
students receive the support 
they need in order to succeed 
on the crucial MCAS testing. 

The plan also included 
changing the science offerings 
for ninth grade to just biology, 
in order to offer students more 
opportunities in the future. 

Currently, students are able 
to take a physical science class 
or biology in their freshman 
year. Blain and Rumplik feel 
that pushing for just biology in 
freshman year will allow stu-
dents to do better on MCAS 
testing. 

“Most schools are moving to 
a biology class in ninth grade, it 
provides a more seamless tran-

Hendrickson addresses controversies
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – An Agawam City 
Councilor is taking critics head-
on following the November elec-
tion that saw him face accusa-
tions of running a campaign that 
bribed voters as well as personal 
attacks of antisemitic tweets and 
postings.

Last month, Thomas Hen-
drickson was elected to the Aga-
wam City Council for the first 
time. Hendrickson has been 
on the council for the past 18 
months, taking over the seat oc-
cupied by Gina Letellier. Letellier 
passed away in early 2022.

Hendrickson was the 12th 
vote-getter in the 2021 election. 
This time, Hendrickson was seek-
ing to be in the top 11 for the first 
time, running in a field of 12 can-
didates.

During the latter part of the 
campaign Hendrickson was the 
subject of attacks from State Re-
publican member Marty Lamb, 
who accused Hendrickson of 
making antisemitic tweets and 
postings regarding Israel and Pal-
estine, which are in an ongoing 
conflict.

The councilor also was the 
campaign manager for mayoral 
candidate and Springfield City 
Councilor Justin Hurst. The cam-
paign was accused of attempting 
to bribe voters at the primary 
after a surveillance photo and 
video showed what appeared to 
be a Hurst campaign worker giv-

ing money to a vot-
er coming out of the 
polls during the may-
oral primary.

Hendrickson de-
cried both controver-
sies, and issued state-
ments on both issues.

“I’ve recently been 
made aware of allega-
tions made by Marty 
Lamb, a member of 
the Massachusetts 
Republican State 
Committee, falsely 
accusing me of making a litany of 
past statements in relation to the 
ongoing conflict in the Middle 
East,” Hendrickson stated. “Most 
of the allegations are completely 
untrue fabrications, and the few 
that are technically true are tak-
en wildly out of context in a way 
that is intentionally deceptive. It 
goes without saying that I do not, 
nor have I ever, held any sympa-
thies for the Taliban, Hamas, or 
any other terrorist organizations. 
Furthermore, I do not, nor have 
I ever held any antisemitic be-
liefs or sentiments, and I have 
devoted my life and my career 
to combatting all forms of bigot-
ry and discrimination, including 
antisemitism. As I’ve said from 
the beginning, the events in the 
Middle East since October 7th 
are tragic and horrible, and I am 
desperately hoping that the on-
going violence in Israel-Palestine 
can be deescalated and that a 
resolution can be achieved that 
ensures safety, justice, peace, 

freedom, and human 
rights for all people in 
the region.”

He further stated 
he believed the at-
tacks were generat-
ed by Lamb because 
he openly supported 
fellow councilor and 
Mayor-Elect Christo-
pher Johnson. John-
son’s general election 
was Councilor Cecil-
ia Calabrese. While 
mayoral races are 

non-party elections, Calabrese 
is a known Republican and Hen-
drickson believes party politics 
played a part in the attack from 
Lamb.

Lamb emailed the Agawam 
Advertiser News photos and 
links to numerous posts made 
by Hendrickson. Hendrickson 
went post-by-post addressing 
each one Lamb sent to the AAN. 
He did express that he took po-
sitions on the conflicts, but was 
steadfast that none of his post-
ings or opinions are antisemitic 
or pro-Hamas.

Addressing accusations against 
the Hurst campaign in Springfield, 
Hendrickson denied that the cam-
paign paid for any votes and de-
nied that the campaign directed 
anyone to pay for votes on Hurst’s 
behalf.

“During the days leading up 
to Springfield’s mayoral election, 
the Hurst for Mayor campaign 
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Town and school officials have expressed new construction as the best option for addressing the needs of Agawam High School.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Construction would take place in phases with some new construction taking place next to the current building.

Thomas Hendrickson
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December library events available for kids and teens
AGAWAM – The Agawam Library is the 

place to be. Please be aware some events do 
require registration. To register, go to aga-
wamlibrary.org or call 413-789-1550 ext.3.

Snow Themed Scavenger Hunt & Riddle 
For all ages. All Day during week of Dec. 11 
to 16. Stop by any time during the week to 
do a Snow-themed Scavenger Hunt & Rid-
dle. Winners will be chosen and will each 
get a $5 Barnes & Noble Gift card and a 
sheet of Marvel stickers.

Toddler Time 
Ages 19m – 36m. Monday Dec. 11 at 10 a.m.

Join as we read stories, sing, and play 
together.

Werewolf 
Grades 5-8 Monday, Dec. 11, 4 to 5 p.m.
Werewolf is an exciting and suspenseful 

game involving secret identities, false accu-
sations, and, of course, werewolves. Regis-
tration required. 

Story Time 
Ages 3-5 Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 10 a.m.
Join for reading stories, do activities, 

play together, and do a simple craft.
Yoga With Lisa K. For Ages 2-5 Wednes-

day, Dec. 13 at 10 a.m.
Registration is required. Songs, stories, 

games and crafts help bring the practice 
of yoga to young children. Participants 
will learn how to use large muscles to 
support self regulation, all while bend-
ing, breathing, stretching and practicing 
mindfulness. This program is brought  by 
Pathways for Parents.

STEAM 
Ages 3-6 Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 3:30 p.m.

Registration is required. This program 
will include an activity that explores the 
concepts of science, technology, engineer-
ing,  art, and math. Children will work 
together to plan, draw and create. This 
program is brought to us by Pathways for 
Parents.

Winter Party 
Grades K-4 Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 6:30 p.m.

Registration is required. Come cele-
brate winter with winter themed activities, 
crafts, and snacks.

Baby Story Time 
Birth – 18 mo. Thursday, Dec. 14 at 10 a.m.

Join us as we learn a little American Sign 
Language, read stories, sing fun songs, and 
play together.

Open Switch Gaming 
Grades 5-12 

Friday, Dec.15, from 2:30 to 4 p.m.
Drop in and play games on the library’s 

Nintendo Switch. Bring a controller if you 
have one, or use ours. Board games will 
also be available. No registration necessary.
Family Reception For Festival Of Trees 

Monday, Dec. 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Join for fun winter-themed activities 

and crafts before going to take a look at the 
Festival of Trees.

Penguin Drop-In Craft 
All ages Dec. 26 to Dec. 30 All Day.

Stop by any time this week to make a 
penguin craft at the craft table.

Catch The Gingerbread Men 
All ages Dec. 26 to Dec. 30 All Day.

Come to the Children’s Room and see 
if you can find all the Gingerbread People 
hiding around the library. Winners will be 
chosen and will each get a $5 Barnes & No-
ble Gift card.

For more information about these, or 
other programs at the Agawam Library 
take a look at our website : agawamlibrary.
org. Or call 413-789-1550 ext. 3.

Agawam Community Artists and Artisans 
exhibit on display at library this month

AGAWAM – The Agawam Public Li-
brary welcomes back the Agawam Com-
munity Artists and Artisans  for their year-
ly December exhibit. The ACAA’s mission 
is to promote and encourage community 
participation in and develop an aware-
ness and appreciation of the arts. They 
offer educational opportunities to local 
artists and artisans, and provide connec-
tions and camaraderie among artists in 
the area. 

Meetings for the ACAA are held at 
the Agawam Public Library on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month, where ar-
tistic demonstrations are exhibited. For 

more information on the ACAA, visit aga-
wamarts.com. Art from a variety of local 
artists and a variety of mediums will be 
displayed on the main floor gallery walls, 
in the Johnson Case, and in the cases lead-
ing to the Youth Room.

Visitors are welcome at the Agawam 
Public Library during regular open hours: 
Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Please contact Adult Services Library 
Associate, Erica LeFebvre at (413) 789-
1550 x8858 or elefebvre@agawamlibrary.
org if interested in displaying artwork at 
the library.

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393
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Penguin Plunge to be held this January at Amelia Park
WESTFIELD – Amelia Park Children’s 

Museum is announcing the 20th annu-
al Penguin Plunge to be held at Hampton 
Ponds State Park, on Saturday, Jan. 27, 
2024. Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. and the 
plunging starts at 1 p.m. All proceeds from 
the Penguin Plunge will benefit Amelia 
Park Children’s Museum.

Amelia Park Children’s Museum and the 
Penguin Plunge have been a longstanding 
institution and tradition respectively in 
Westfield. Through the years participants 
and sponsors of the Plunge have helped to 
raise over $350,000 to support Amelia Park 
Children’s Museum.

“We are striving to attract more plung-
ers to this event.” says Diane Chambers, 
executive director. “It’s a fun outing for the 
whole family or a group of friends whether 
they are plunging or watching. We’re add-
ing new activities and entertainment, plus 
incentives to entice more plunge partici-
pants in 2024.”

New this year is the Petite Plunge for 
children ages 2 - 6. Little ones will have the 

opportunity to dip their toe or boot 
into a kiddie pool. Fun games 
like cornhole and a “snow-
ball” toss will be added to 
the activities. S’mores and 
other refreshments will be 
available. Lively musical 
entertainment will be pro-
vided by Jay Pagluica of JP 
Lighting and Sounds.

Join as an individ-
ual or as a team. Each 
participant pledges to 
raise a minimum of $75 
from friends and family and is 
encouraged to collect as many sponsors 
as possible. Full time students will receive 
a registration discount of $25 with valid 
school ID and pledge to raise at least $50. 
The registration fee for the Petite Plunge 
participants is $25.

The following prizes will awarded de-
pendent on amount of money raised per 
individual:

Penguin Plunge 2024 T-shirt to those 

adults that rase $75 - $149 (* $25 
for those 2 -6, $50 for those 

7 – 18); Penguin Plunge 
2024 hat and T-shirt for 

those that raise $150 - 
$299; Penguin Plunge 
2024 drinkware, hat 
and T-shirt for those 

that raise $300 - $499; 
Penguin Plunge 2024 

jacket, drinkware, 
hat and T-shirt for 

those that raise $500 
or more; Monetary priz-

es of cash for the top 3 individ-
uals or teams that raise the most money; 
1st Place - $300, 2nd Place - $200,3rd Place 
- $100.

A costume contest is part of the fun, 
and there are prizes for Best Individual 
Costume and Best Team Costume.

Register in advance online or the day of 
the event from 11:30 am to noon. All par-
ticipants will receive a free 2024 Penguin 
Plunge T-shirt.

Sponsorship opportunities, registration 
and pledge forms are available via the mu-
seum website https://www.ameliaparkmu-
seum.org/penguin-plunge or can be picked 
up at the museum. Penguins may also 
use the Fundly page to collect sponsors; 
https://fundly.com/penguin-plunge-2024.

The money raised by the Plunge goes to 
providing playful learning for area children 
and their families. This event is crucial in 
supporting the work of Amelia Park Chil-
dren’s Museum

Amelia Park Children’s Museum is lo-
cated at 29 South Broad St. and is open 9 
a.m to 4 p.m. Thursday-Tuesday. The mu-
seum offers hands-on learning for children 
ages 1-7 in a safe and welcoming environ-
ment. Cost of admission is $8 per person; 
grandparents have a reduced rate of $4. 
Admission is $2 per person on Thursday 
afternoons from noon 4 p.m. Call us with 
questions at (413) 572- 4014 or email ques-
tions to: fun@ameliaparkmuseum.org. 
Learn more about the museum at www.
ameliaparkmuseum.org.

Free photos 
with Santa

AGAWAM – Heritage Woods Senior 
Living is offering free photos with Santa 
Claus on Saturday, Dec. 16 from 2 to 3 
p.m. 

Parents will use their own cameras to 
take photos of their children with Santa. 

The event will take place at 462 Main 
St. For more information call 413-786-
9704.

Positions open on 
Board of Appeals

AGAWAM – Please be advised that 
there are two openings on the Agawam 
Zoning Board of Appeals effective Jan-
uary 2024. One opening is for a regular 
position and the other for the alternate 
position. Interested parties should con-
tact Barbara Bard in the City Council 
Office at 726-9716 or send in a letter of 
interest to bbard@agawam.ma.us as 
soon as possible. 

FEEDING HILLS – Community 
Grange #382 will hold its annual Holiday 
Bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 9, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m., at the Grange Hall located at 47 
North West St. 

Featured will be a bake sale, soup and 
baked beans to go, ornaments, wreaths, 
décor, S & S Handmade Soap, Trudi’s 
Sewing Creations, Joelle and Pat’s knit-
ted hats, mittens, scarves, Paws-a-tive-
ly Delectable and Kathy’s hand-sewn 
items. New this year will be plushies, 

crocheted blankets and items for infants. 
There will be a basket raffle and the fair is 
open to the public.

Holiday fair to be held Dec. 9

Send Us Your Photos!
Email: aan@turley.com
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Velis: Federal funding needed to help with shelters
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGWAM – Following an acti-
vation with the National Guard, 
State Sen. John Velis, D-West-
field, is looking to see more 
federal funding for homeless 
migrants who are coming into 
Massachusetts.

He said it is something af-
fecting his district in Western 
Massachusetts, and while state 
funding is needed, it’s not going 
to cover everything.

“One of the biggest issues in MA right 
now is that we are doing this all with state 
funds,” Velis said. “The federal government, 
and I can’t stress this enough, has been an 
absolute no-show on this…since the early 
to late 19th century the United States Su-
preme Court made it really clear that im-
migration is a federal issue and the federal 
government has just been a no-show on 
this.”

Funds for the work permit program and 
a number of other programs have been his-
torically done by the federal government, 
yet recently, according to Velis, Massachu-
setts has been completely on their own for 
funding. 

Governor Maura Healey has put forward 
a supplemental budget with an additional 
$250 million to fund this program, but this 
model is unsustainable. 

“We’re having to get real innovative at 
the state level,” Velis said. 

Velis is working with Healey and other 

members of the state govern-
ment to continue to push for-
ward policies to support these 
people, but without funds from 
the federal government they are 
continually hitting roadblocks. 

“The federal government is 
not doing anything on this at 
all, funding or expediting work 
permits, so what’s happening is 
inadvertently the states are be-
ing left on the hook to fund this 
endeavor,” Velis said. “This is 
insane because we’ve got such a 

long time period that these individuals who 
want to work, cannot work, are not self-suf-
ficient, so for all intents and purposes it is 
going to be entirely based on state funding.”

Essentially, with the migrants unable to 
work, they are forced to stay at the emer-
gency shelters where the state has to con-
tinue to send funds to support them. 

Velis argues that should the government 
assist in funding and expediting these pro-
cesses, the immigrants will be able to begin 
working and move out on their own. 

“If you follow the logic, if people are 
granted work visas sooner than they can 
move out of the hotels and we can stop 
spending all this state money,” Velis said. 

Currently, acquiring a court date for 
their asylum claim alone can take years. Ve-
lis met one person who didn’t have a date 
until 2027. 

“Let’s take that person who doesn’t have 
a court date until 2027,” Velis said, “They’re 
here for 150 days before they can even put 
in for their work permit and then that work 

permit takes an incredibly long time peri-
od. So what does that leave folks with?”

Due to this, without the federal govern-
ment expediting the process, many of the 
migrant people are unable to get them-
selves on their feet.

This leaves, as stated by Velis, the state 
to entirely fund the process. 

“It is a broken model that is not sustain-
able,” Velis said. “So I’m saying to myself 
even if work permits are something gov-
erned entirely by the federal government, 
I’m of the opinion that we should look be-
yond that.”

Velis wants to try to push for getting the 
migrants a state right to work so that they 
are able to get on their feet and start earn-
ing their own money.

“So it’s less tax-payer funded money and 
it’s better for the individuals in question,” 
Velis said. “And it’s completely consistent 
with what the migrants want, they want to 
work.”

He is going about doing this by talking 
to the Healey administration, talking to leg-
islative leadership and giving his observa-
tions and insights on the flaws he has seen. 

However, there is only so much he can 
do as a state senator. 

“I’m trying to come up with creative 
solutions but every one of my solutions that 
I come up with again runs into that same 
road block of we can’t do this without the 
feds,” Velis said. “It’s really a clarion call, 
‘federal government help us out.’”

Velis and many other state officials have 
repeatedly requested aid from the federal 
government in regards to this issue. In fact, 

they sent a letter that was signed by near-
ly the entire legislation to the government 
asking for assistance. 

Velis promises to continue working 
hard on this issue. He was dedicated to the 
cause prior to activation, but speaking with 
the different families has moved him to 
work harder. 

“Just hearing some of their stories and 
their journeys to get here really just tugs at 
the heartstrings,” Velis said. 

He will continue providing his insights 
and drafting legislation to try to assist 
those in need. 

Velis asks for support from everyone in 
the Commonwealth with this issue. 

“We need to find a way to try to get ev-
erybody to help out as much as we can,” Ve-
lis said. “Without the federal government 
weighing in on this, this isn’t going away.”

So many people have already been do-
nating their clothes and food to assist 
those in need. Velis found that to be one of 
the most moving things while he was acti-
vated. 

“I really saw some of the best of humani-
ty, all on a volunteer basis,” Velis said. “Even 
people who were vehemently opposed to 
everything that is going on with immigra-
tion…would come and drop off a diaper.” 

Velis just asks that people keep that giv-
ing spirit and that they keep pushing for 
the federal government to begin to assist 
with this issue. 

Holyoke has been among the communi-
ty to welcome migrants and attempt to find 
shelters for them. But capacity has run out 
throughout the state.

Blue Christmas 
service to be 
held Dec. 21

FEEDING HILLS – Feeding Hills Con-
gregational Church, 21 North Westfield 
St., invites the community to a Blue 
Christmas Service on Dec. 21 at 7 p.m.  
This may be  the first holiday season after 
a loss or perhaps 2023 has been a difficult 
year. All are welcome to seek out hope to-
gether in a supportive worship service. 
Come as you are, to join for prayer, songs, 
a special Advent wreath ceremony and 
reflection. For more information call the 
church office 413-786-5061.
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Dakin Humane Society announces property sale 
SPRINGFIELD – Dakin Humane Soci-

ety has announced the sale of its property 
located at 163 Montague Road in Lever-
ett,  to Better Together Dog Rescue, an 
organization based in western MA and 
northern CT.

The 3,480 square foot building in Lever-
ett is located on five acres of land. It had 
been operated by Dakin Humane Society 
until March 2020 when the COVID-19 pan-
demic struck, and the organization con-
solidated its operations in its Springfield 
location to operate at maximum efficiency.

According to Meg Talbert, executive di-
rector at Dakin Humane Society, “Before 
the pandemic, more and more animals 
were being placed in foster homes, since 
they simulate a home environment, are 
less stressful for animals, and can accom-
modate those pets who have additional 
needs. Thanks to so many dedicated foster 
caregivers, we reduced our need for the 

additional shelter space that the Leverett 
property provided. We are pleased to see 
that the property will be owned by anoth-
er non-profit organization. The building’s 
structure and surroundings are especially 
ideal for an animal welfare organization.”

Talbert said  “Dakin remains commit-
ted to providing much-needed services 
in Hampshire and Franklin Counties, like 
supplying pet food to the Northampton 
and Amherst Survival Centers, assisting 
pet owners and animal control units by 
taking in cats and dogs when hoarding or 
other pet emergencies arise, and arranging 
‘Snip Trip’ rides to our Community Spay/
Neuter Clinic for pets whose people can-
not make the drive to Springfield. We are 
eager to explore additional partnerships 
and opportunities to provide Dakin’s ser-
vices and resources to Upper Valley pets 
and their people in the future.”

“Better Together Dog Rescue is thrilled 

to finally have a home,” stated Jenny Franz, 
founder of the organization. “Our mission 
to support dogs and the people who love 
them will continue to grow within the fa-
cility. We cannot wait to open our doors to 
the public.”

John Velis
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Dear Rusty
My wife (born May 1962) and I (born April 

1963) are retired and will soon be looking to start 
collecting our Social Security as we each hit 62. 
As this is new to us, I’m wondering what things 
we may need to be aware of or consider as we get 
closer to her 62 birthday in May. Any advice or in-
formation will be appreciated. 

Signed Planning Ahead
 

Dear Planning 
If you and your wife are both retired from 

working and have decided to start your (re-
duced) Social Security as soon as you are eligible 
at age 62, then there is nothing you need to do 
in advance of applying. The Social Security re-
tirement benefit amount for each of you will be 
determined by your individual lifetime earnings 

record and your age when you claim. If either of 
you will be eligible for a spousal boost from the 
other, that will be automatically applied when 
both of you are collecting.  

If your wife plans to claim her Social Secu-
rity as soon as she is eligible, she should apply 
for her benefits about three months in advance 
and choose the option on the application which 
states “I want benefits beginning with the earli-
est possible month and will accept an age-relat-
ed reduction.” 

For information, an applicant must be 62 for 
an entire month to get benefits, so your wife’s 
first month of eligibility will be June 2024. So-
cial Security deals only in whole months and 
pays benefits in the month following the month 
earned; so if your wife’s birthday is between the 
11th and 20th of the month her first Social Se-
curity payment will be received in her bank ac-
count on the third Wednesday of July. All subse-
quent payments will be on that same schedule. 

Then, when it’s time for you to claim, you 
should follow the same process as your wife and, 
if either of you is entitled to a higher amount as 
a spouse, it will be automatically applied when 
your benefits later start.   

Applying for benefits is a relatively simple 

process if done online at www.ssa.gov/apply. 
Note that to apply online your wife will need to 
first create her personal “my Social Security” 
account, which is easy to do at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. 

To prepare for applying later, you can also 
create your personal online account now (it’s 
required to apply online), at which you will see 
what your estimated benefit will be at different 
ages. Of course, your wife first (and later you) 
can also call Social Security at 1-800-7721213 to 
request an appointment to apply for SS retire-
ment benefits in person. Applications which are 
not done online are usually taken over the phone 
vs. requiring a visit to your local Social Security 
office, but applying online is, by far, the most ef-
ficient method; you can link to the application 
process from your online account.   

One important thing to be aware of: By claim-
ing at age 62, the monthly payment for each of 
you will be 70% of what it would be at your Full 
Retirement Age and that is a permanent reduc-
tion. 

If you expect at least average longevity about 
84 for you and 87 for your wife and if it is fi-
nancially feasible, then waiting longer to claim 
would yield a higher monthly amount as well 
as the most in cumulative lifetime benefits. For 
those with an FRA of 67, SS retirement benefits 
claimed at FRA are 30% higher than at 62 and, if 
claimed at 70 are 75% more than at 62. And, al-
though the decision on when to claim is always 
personal, a married couple should also evaluate 
their joint needs when deciding.  

One final word of caution: although you and 
your wife are now retired from working, be aware 
that if you claim SS benefits before your FRA and 
return to work, Social Security has an earnings 
test which limits how much you can earn before 
some benefits are taken away. The earnings test 
lasts until you reach your full retirement age. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To submit 
a question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

We’re planning to claim at 62; what do we need to know?

I was opening the curtains in my bedroom this 
morning to find that my Babci’s Christmas 
cactus had burst into bloom! 
How exciting for an indoor plant to live for 

seven plus decades, never mind that the last two 
have been under my care. It’s no secret that I am 
not an indoor plant aficionado, but I do have my 
favorites, and this is one of them.  

Read on to learn about this beloved plant, 
straight from the archives.

One horticulture related Christmas memo-
ries involves my mother’s Christmas cactus. I re-
member the arching, woody stemmed plant on 
an iron stand in her bedroom; before that it lived 
in my Babci’s house.  

Every year, just in time for the holiday, it 
would flower, putting on quite a show, beautiful 
and exotic in hot fuchsia-pink.  

Today, only five original branches remain. 
But if you look closely within the base of the 
plant, you’ll see lots of new growth. 

Perhaps if I follow the advice, I have outlined 
below this heirloom will be blooming in the 
home of my future grandchildren!

The Christmas cactus (Schlumbergera brid-
gesii) is an epiphyte, native to South America 
where it happily grows hanging from trees in the 
jungle. Inside, it prefers a location with indirect 
light.  Positioning it in front of a north or east 

facing window is best.  
During the summer months many people 

prefer to move the plant outdoors. I have had 
good luck placing it under the shade of a tree; 
too much sun will burn its leaves.  

When night temperatures begin to dip into 
the forties it is time to bring the Christmas cac-
tus indoors.  Gradually acclimatize the plant to 
its winter home by increasing the number of 
hours spent inside each day.  

It is very important that the Christmas cac-
tus be planted in a well-drained growing medi-
um. For this reason, either coarse sand or perlite 
should be added to any homemade potting soil.  

A recipe that combines equal parts of either 
of these along with garden loam and leaf mold 
or compost should work out just fine. Christmas 
cactus like to be somewhat pot bound, but if the 
plant has been growing in the same pot for sev-
eral years its soil is likely exhausted of nutrients.  

Repot by gently teasing away some of the soil 
from the plant’s roots. Replace it with the new 
soil mixture. Choose a pot that is a single size 
bigger than the existing root ball, or reuse the 
old pot.

Many people hear “cactus” and think that the 
plant is drought tolerant. With the Christmas 
cactus this is only partly true.  

Although its leaves are succulent and can re-
tain a fair amount of water, it is not a true cactus.  
As a general rule you should water Christmas 
cactus when the potting soil is dry to the touch.  

Adequate moisture is especially necessary 
during the spring when it begins its growth and 
once buds are set. A diluted amount of liquid fer-
tilizer can be added then as well, especially if the 
soil hasn’t been refreshed in many years.  

When the plant is done flowering, it will go 
into a period of rest; almost no water is neces-

sary for nearly two months. Just prior to bud set 
it will rest again but this time the soil shouldn’t 
dry out completely.  

Two environmental factors are responsible 
for coaxing a plant into bloom. The first is tem-
perature and the second is light.  

If temperatures at night range between 55 
and 60 degrees for a six week period, the plant 
will set buds regardless of day length. If tem-
peratures run higher than that, thirteen hours of 
uninterrupted darkness will bring about buds.  

Simply put the plant to bed each night from 
6 p.m.-8a.m. until buds form. My luck has been 
temperature related; because I leave the plants 
outside until early fall its temperature require-
ments are met and I am delighted with blooms 
come Christmas time.  

If your plant sets buds and then drops them 
prior to full bloom it is likely due to overwater-
ing or exposure.  For this reason, keep it away 
from drafty windows, doorways or radiators.  

If you don’t already own Christmas cactus, 
consider purchasing one this holiday. Better yet, 
start a plant. 

Simply get a leaf - no longer than two or three 
segments, from a friend. They are easy to root in 
regular potting soil.  

Two or three of these per four inch pot is per-
fect. By year two you should be delighted with 
some beautiful flowers and maybe the start of 
your own family tradition.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the sub-
ject line. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Seventy-five years and going strong



December 7, 2023     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 5

Schools & YouthSchools & Youth
Agawam Junior High School announces First Term Honor Roll

AGAWAM – These students have been 
named to Agawam Junior High School’s 
Honor roll. 

Honor Roll, 7th Grade: 
Maria Adeel, Elsona Ajeti, Kseniya Ani-

simova, John Anthony, Natalia Asencio 
Vera, Anna Auger, Erdonit Avdyli, Deliana 
Banaru, Mason Basile, Jackson Bates, Ed-
mond Berisha, Frank Bond, Colin Bon-
esteel, Cole Boneu, Chelsea Brennan, 
Taeva Brogan, Ashleigh Brown, Gianna 
Cardaropoli, Arianna Castro, Caitlin Cau-
ley, Avery Charest, Evan Charest, Bryce 
Chateauneuf, Evan Chateauneuf, Patrick 
Chechile, Faith Chiba, Aiden Chirgwin, 
Jasmine Chitu, Thomas Christopher, Eliz-
abeth Ciollaro, Kalli Comee, Aleksander 
Cook, Kenna Cookish, Robert Cooney, Ol-
ivia Cordis, Logan Cormier, Connor Cross, 
Ronan Cullen, Grace Curto, Jacoby Daris, 
Aidan Dasilva, Hunter Dean, Alessandro 
DeCaro, Emmalina DeCaro, Vincent DeCa-
ro, Bodie DeFilipi, Ryan Delnickas, Maxim 
Demchuk, Gianna DePalma, Bryce De-
Pratti, Jacob Despard, Jacob Doan, Alexis 
Dolman, Briahna Dupre, Benjamin Elwell, 
Kendall Estremera, Dylan Evangelista, 
Mckenzie Favolise, Alexi Federico, Kasey 

Fillion, Dominic Forcier, Noella Frascotti, 
Emmeline Gallerani, Tyler Gamache, Sky-
lar Gamblin, Francesca Gauthier, Grace 
Giberson-Guzman, Jackson Glisson, Reese 
Glynn, Lillian Grimaldi, Gavin Gristwood, 
Rachel Haire, Jose Herrera, Logan Hollo-
way, Sophia Ieraci, Benjamin Izoita, Olivia 
Izzo, Muhammad Jallad, Evan Jedrykowski, 
Mia Kellogg, Peyton King, Caleb Kirilovich, 
Jillian Kislus, Joseph Kosinski, Jasmine 
Kot, Tessa Kowarsky, Derya Kupuc, Aiden 
Lamontagne, Aubrey Lamontagne, Austin 
Landry, Alexander Lazarev, Adriana Le-
Cours, Jack Leverson, Bella Liberato, Ce-
celia Litz, Danny Loban, Bridget Loughlin, 
Abby Lukin, Tristan Maggs, Heidi Mandour, 
Amelia Marosits, Brody Martin, Leo Mayo, 
Elijah McCarthy, Rozana Melnichuk, Ella 
Mihalicenco, Mia Milidakis, Timothy Mul-
len, Emily Murphy, Julia Musselwhite, Vera 
Nesen, Alaysia Newcomb, Victoria Nguyen, 
Violet Noe, Dawson Noga, Ryan Outhuse, 
Kaelynn Paquette, Mason Pare, Mark Parfe-
niuk, Logan Parker, Ayla Parrott, Shriya Pa-
tel, Alexandra Pederzani, Alyssa Perry, Ty 
Perry, Mariia Pikulska, Isabelle Pimentel, 
Nina Pisano, Jackson Presz, Leon Prive-
denyuk, Lillian Pudelko, Payton Ramirez, 
Alyssa Rondinelli, Fred Ryczek, Pedro San-

chez, Camryn Saroglou, Kylie Savio, Adrian 
Sefa, Ellina Shevchuk, Katrina Shively, An-
thony Silva, Vincent Silva, Eden Sivongx-
ai, Jillian Sotnick, Emma Souza, Filomena 
Stellato, Valeria Tataru, Ella Terramagra, 
Mason Toth, Yusuf Turkmen Tanriverdi, 
Charlotte Vincze, Ainsley Vrijenhoek, Ber-
nard Wangamati, Izabella Webster, Dylan 
Wood, Carter Woodrum, Trenton Zina

Honor Roll, 8th Grade:
Daniel Abramchuk, Aimen Adeel, Chloe 

Anderson, Callah Ashford, Yasser Atanane, 
Henry Baldyga, Justin Barbaneagra, Liam 
Bartone, Nathan Bassette, Gianna Battis-
ta, Bruce Bertone-Gross, Adriana Bistany, 
Phoenix Bond, Kendall Bovat, Jackson Bry-
ant, Gavin Cardoza, John Carra, Julianna 
Castro, Jonathan Chechile, Joseph Chian-
ciola, Patrick Chitu, Kerem Cicek, Antho-
ny Circosta, Amy Cleveland, Yasiel Cruz, 
Yenairis Cruz, Reed D’Ambrosio, Conor 
Dahm, Katherine Dahm, Romano Dan-
iele, Sage Dargon, Lea Defilipi, Kevin Des-
tin, Sophia DiBella, Declan Eagen, Chase 
Eggleston, Chloey Fiermonte, Madalynn 
Fleury, Jonathan Forand, Logan Forcier, 
Thomas Fox, Sophia Frogameni, Madison 
Georgina, Evan Gorman, Olivia Govoni, 

Nathan Granger-Nunez, Peyton Griffin, 
Melek Gusenova, Mitchell Haglund, Owen 
Hebert, Jasmin Hinckley, Dylan Jorgensen, 
Fiona Kellogg-Brodeur, Minji Kim, Julia 
King, Cullen Kirk, Morgan Kriebel, Chance 
Land, Luke Latulippe, Frank Lawler, Mad-
ison Lichwan, Michael Lichwan, Skylar 
Lopes, Eli Lukin, Jack Lynch, Isaiah Mal-
donado, Mackenzie Mapua, Nolan Mapua, 
Jacob Marino, Haylee Marsili, Aubrey 
Maynard, Olsa Mirena, Jason Morace, Lau-
ren Moriarty, Jacob Morton, Madison Mu-
larski, Matilda Nakabiri, Vy Nguyen, Bret-
ton O’Connor, Efe Ozkay, Kayla Paquette, 
Drake Peabody, Emma Pellegrino, Olivia 
Polevoy, Oceana Pratt, Kaleb Progulske, 
Cayden Quinby, Andrew Radionov, Brianna 
Ramos, Gabriella Ramos, Jack Reading, Mi-
cah Rivera, Caeden Roeder, Jordyn Rosario, 
Alanna Rose, Sofiya Rotina, Jacob Roy, Da-
rina Rushchak, Ruvim Salagornik, Sophia 
Sarnelli, Deanna Savonin, Brody Sheehan, 
Polina Siarheyeva, Franco Sibilia, Michael 
Sloma, Charlotte Smith, Colin Soucy, Mark 
Stepchuk, Jayda Strauss, Jack Sullivan, Jada 
Sullivan, Kayleen Sullivan, Joseph Uneegar, 
Dominic Vassallo, Jace Wayte, Angelina 
Wells, Marie Wells, Payton White, Samuel 
Wolfe, Santino Wrisley

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. Salt
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. It begins with them
 17. A way to compare
 19. Governmentt 

lawyer
 20. Back parts
 22. 8th month (abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex machina
 26. Satisfies
 28. Quebec river
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular pickup 

truck
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid material
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. German founder of 

psychology
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic

 44. A “place” to avoid
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Canadian politician 

Josephine
 48. French ballet/

acting dynasty
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom
 55. Sound
 56. Yankees’ slugger 

Judge
 58. Dickens character
 59. More wise
 60. Flash memory 

card
 61. Exposing human 

vice or folly to 
ridicule

 64. Atomic #79
 65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl
 70. Preliminary 

assessment of 
patients

CLUES DOWN
   1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Craft supply
  4. Storage units
  5. Investment vehicle
  6. Colorado Heisman 

winner
  7. In a way, sank
  8. Post-birth brain 

damage (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. The opposite of 

yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Messianic in 

Islamic eschatology
 15. Showing since 

conviction
 18. Not safe
 21. The number above 

the line in a fraction
 24. Yard invader
 26. Pouch
 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start anew
  32. While white or 

yellow flower
 35. Fourteen
 37. Graphical user 

interface
 38. Up-to-date on the 

news
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch softly
 43. “Boardwalk 

Empire” actress 
Gretchen

 46. Violent seizure of 
property

 47. One who supports 
the Pope

 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. Phony person
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central 

Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. Draw from
 63. Automobile
 66. Man
 68. Legal bigwig 

(abbr.)
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HCC opens registration for Wintersession and spring 2024 classes
HOLYOKE – Registration is now open 

for Wintersession and Spring 2024 semes-
ter classes at Holyoke Community College.

HCC’s 11-day Wintersession term be-
gins Friday, Dec. 29, and ends Friday, Jan. 
12. The spring 2023 semester begins Tues-
day, Jan. 16.

With the exception of one environmen-
tal science lab course, all Wintersession 
classes are online. HCC’s spring offerings 
include a mix of on-campus, online, and 
hybrid courses.

“Wintersession provides a wonderful 
opportunity for students to add a course 
they couldn’t fit into their schedules in the 
fall or to get ahead for the spring by taking 
up to four credits in just two weeks,” said 

Mark Hudgik, interim dean of strategic 
recruitment initiatives, admissions, and 
financial aid.

Wintersession classes are offered in 
anthropology, business law, conflict reso-
lution and mediation, economics, environ-
mental science, geography, management, 
math, nutrition, sociology, social problems 
and statistics.

In addition to full-semester, 15-week 
classes in spring, HCC also offers three ac-
celerated, Flex Start Sessions: Flex 1 ( Jan. 
16-March 7), Flex 2 (Feb. 5-May 8), and Flex 
3 (March 18-May 7).

“The spring semester at HCC is de-
signed to help students go to college in the 
way that works best for them,” said Hudg-

ik. “Classes are offered on campus and on-
line in 15, 12 and seven-week sessions, so 
students can find what fits best for their 
busy schedules.”

To sign up for a Wintersession class, 
please visit hcc.edu/wintersession.

To sign up for Spring 2024, go to hcc.
edu/admissions.

In addition, HCC will be hosting a regis-

tration express event on Sat., Jan. 6, when 
prospective students can apply for admis-
sion, take the college placement test, meet 
with an academic adviser, register for 
classes, set up financial aid, all in one day, 
as well as learn about MassReconnect, the 
state’s new free community college pro-
gram for Massachusetts residents 25 and 
older.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 9



Page 6     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     December 7, 2023

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

USDA INSP. $149
lb

SALE DATES: 12/7/23-12/13/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ..........................

$259

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ........
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DUMPLINGS ..............
$799

ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 COUNT

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ..................

$179
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$299

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$277

$399

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE FAMILY PAK
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
HEAT & EAT BBQ MARINATED

BABY BACK RIBS ..............

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ...............
$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$499
lb

$144
lb

$477
lb

$888
lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, CORNISH HENS AND 

FRESH PORK & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

CUT 
FREE

Available
AvailableCARDS

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Propane • Heating Oil • Fireplaces
Heating • Hot Water • HVAC • Generators

Service Plans • 24-Hour Emergency Service

Visit our Hearth Showroom to see working fireplace displays!

OIL • SERVICE
413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
500•514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

Depend on State Line for Your Comfort

Explore endless 
fireplace 

possibilities

Visit our Hearth Showroom  
to see working fireplace displays!

StateLinePropaneOil.com
     Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478 

Propane • Heating Oil • Fireplaces • Heating • Hot Water 
HVAC • Generators • Service Plans • 24-Hour Emergency Service

OIL/AC — 413-998-0090
PROPANE — 413-998-0080
500•514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT

Depend on State Line for Your Comfort

Black
Ornage PMS 144

Explore endless 
fireplace 

possibilities.

May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be praised, adored, 
glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the whole world 
now and forever. Sacred 
Heart of Jesus have mercy 
on us S.t Jude worker of 
miracles pray for us. St. Jude 
helper of the hopeless pray 
for us. Say 9 times a day for 9 
days and publish. Known not 
to fail. Thank you St. Jude for 
prayers answered. 

ST. JUDE’S 
NOVENA

C.S.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

WSU students launch campaign for Rick’s Place
WESTFIELD – Westfield State Uni-

versity Advanced Public Relations stu-
dents are launching a campaign, “Stick 
Together with Rick’s Place Where Hope 
Scores Big,” to raise awareness and funds 
for Rick’s Place. The non-profit has been 
a source of comfort for grieving chil-
dren, teenagers ages five to 18, and their 
families, since it was founded in 2007.

Headquartered in Wilbraham, Rick’s 
Place provides grief support programs 
for families throughout Western Massa-
chusetts and Northern Connecticut.

The campaign will feature multiple 
events aimed at creating awareness for 
the organization and collecting dona-
tions for a Cricut Maker and Foldable 
Floor Chairs enhancing the aid provided 
to youth who need support.

In order to meet their goal, students 
are inviting the community to join 
events featuring games and raffles with 
prizes including a Stanley Cup tumbler, 
Apple AirPods, and other items. The last 
event is on Saturday, Dec. 9, from noon 
to 5 p.m., outside Target in the Holyoke 
Mall at Ingleside. 

The social media public awareness 
campaign will take place via @hope-
scoresbig and hashtags #hopescoresbig 
and #goalsforsupport.

“We extend our sincere gratitude to 
Westfield State University’s Communi-
cation Department for choosing to col-
laborate with Rick’s Place. Working with 
such engaged and forward-thinking stu-
dents has been a pleasure. Their efforts 
to raise awareness about the impact of 
grief on youth and families and our free 
services are invaluable. We believe that 
together we can make a meaningful im-

pact on the lives of those in need of grief 
support,” shared Therese Ross, executive 
director for Rick’s Place. “We look for-
ward to a continued partnership and the 
positive outcomes that their efforts will 
bring to those navigating the challeng-
ing journey of grief.”

Rick’s Place was founded in honor of 
Rick Thorpe, who grew up in Wilbraham 
and lost his life in the World Trade Cen-
ter on 9/11. By providing a comforting 
place where people may process their 
loss, pay tribute to their loved ones, and 
get specialized support, the organiza-

tion strives to connect with a wide 
range of people.

The organization provides a va-
riety of services, such as read-aloud 
programs at local schools, grief sup-
port groups, evening caregiver sup-
port groups, child support groups for 
kids ages five to 18, and training for 
teachers and mental health profes-
sionals.

Donations to the campaign can be 
made by Venmo @hopescoresbig or 
by visiting https://ricksplacema.org/
donate/.

Westfield State University class of Advanced Public Relations pose in front of a poster design for “Stick 
Together with Rick’s Place Where Hope Scores Big,” campaign. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Scholarships available at HCC 
HOLYOKE – Students enrolled in chem-

istry, biology, engineering, mathematics, 
physics, or other STEM fields at Holyoke 
Community College can apply now for a 
National Science Foundation scholarship 
of up to $10,000 a year for tuition and fees. 

Through HCC, the National Science 
Foundation Scholarship offers on average 
$6,500 per year to qualified full-time stu-
dents and prorated amounts for part-time 
students. Both new and returning HCC 
students are encouraged to apply.

The application deadline for the spring 
2024 semester is Jan. 7, 2024. Students will 
be notified by Jan. 12.

Students chosen for the NSF scholar-
ship become members of HCC’s STEM 
Scholars 2.0 Program, also known as 
SCoRE.

STEM Scholars are expected to main-
tain enrollment in a STEM program, be in 

good academic standing, complete an as-
sociate degree at HCC, and/or transfer to 
an accredited STEM degree program at a 
four-year institution. The scholarships are 
renewable every year students continue to 
meet the eligibility criteria.

Beside the financial awards, STEM 
Scholars become part of a learning com-
munity that fosters a sense of belonging 
and academic success, and includes men-
toring, research, and honors experiences, 
community service, and internships.

STEM disciplines include biological 
sciences, physical sciences, math, comput-
er and information services, geosciences, 
and engineering, among others.

Eligibility guidelines for the National 
Science Foundation Scholarship in STEM 
can be viewed at hcc.edu/stem-scholar-
ship. For more information, please email 
nsfstem@hcc.edu.

Schools & YouthSchools & Youth

Scholarship 
applications are 
now being accepted

AGAWAM – The Polish Junior League 
of Massachusetts welcomes area college 
students of Polish heritage to apply for 
one of the annual academic scholarships. 
Students must have a permanent address 
in one of the four Western Massachusetts 
counties: Hampshire, Hampden, Franklin 
or Berkshire. Application forms with relat-
ed information are available at www.pol-
ishjuniorleaguema.org/applications. 

The deadline for all applications and re-
lated materials is May 1,2024.

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!
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Agawam girls swimming 
prepares for season opener

AGAWAM – Agawam High 
School girls swimming is prepar-
ing for its regular season open-
er, set for Friday, Dec. 8 at home 
against Easthampton High School. 

Agawam has had a younger 
team in recent years, but had sev-

eral competitors make big strides 
last season. The Brownies hope to 
win more meets this season with a 
more experienced group. 

Following their opener against 
the Eagles, Agawam will face Lud-
low on Tuesday, Dec. 12.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – The Pioneer 
Valley Soccer Officials Asso-
ciation (PVSOA), which was 
formed in 1946, held its an-
nual banquet at the Polish 
American Citizens Club in 
Ludlow on Dec. 1.

One of the highlights of the 
evening was the buffet catered 
by Tony & Penny’s Restaurant.

There was also an awards 
ceremony. 

Ludlow junior Thomas Wa-
das is the 2023 George E. Rus-
sell Award (Boys Large School 
MCP award) winner.

“Thomas falls in line with 
all our former Ludlow play-
ers who have won the George 
Russell Award,” said longtime 
Ludlow boys soccer coach 
Greg Kolodziey, who won his 
200th career game this fall. 
“He’s a very talented player 
who has worked extreme-
ly hard to get what he has 
achieved.”

Wadas is the 24th Ludlow 
boys’ soccer player to receive 
the Russell award, which 
is named in memory of the 
former Ludlow High School 
principal, since 1965. The first 
Ludlow boys’ soccer player to 
win the prestigious award was 
Bob Duarte.

Wadas, who’s a three-year 
varsity starter, didn’t attend 
this year’s PVSOA banquet be-
cause the Ludlow High School 

AWARDS   ❙   page 8

Peyton Buffum was a key member of last year’s team on offense.

Brownies 
look to 
improve 

AGAWAM – After struggles for 
the past several years, Agawam 
High School hockey won 11 games 
and participated in the state tour-
nament for the first time. 

Agawam would face off with 
Medford High School in the first 
round of the tournament on the 
road and was defeated. Agawam 
benefited from being back in the 
Fay Division with several teams 
from the former Division 3A. This 
year, the Brownies will see some 
different competition now that 
both South Hadley and Chicop-
ee Comprehensive’s teams have 
combined with Chicopee to form 
a 5-school co-op which includes 
PVCIC and Granby. Agawam will 
be a part of the Chicopee Holiday 
tournament as well on Dec. 27 
and 28. 

The Brownies open the season 
with Ludlow on Saturday, Dec. 9 
at 4:30 p.m. at Olympia Ice Center.

Drew Scherban clears the puck during a game last year.

PVSOA 
presents 
year-end 
awards

David Newsome will be a senior this season with the Brownies.

Brett Eggleston works during a game last season. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY

Donna Carrier swims for the Brownies at a meet last season.

Hannah Newsome looks to lead Agawam this season.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM Elina Michaelakis participates in meet against Minnechaug last season.
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UMass hosting Pioneer Valley Tip-Off
AMHERST – The Pioneer Valley Tip-Off is a stu-

dent-run high school basketball showcase featuring some 
of the best talent in Central and Western Massachusetts. 
The PVTO was started in 2011 by Scott Moses and Pat Sal-
le, both students at the University of Massachusetts-Am-
herst and it continues to be entirely student-run by the 
McCormack Student Leaders Club today. The PVTO is 

held each December on the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst campus, where we strive to create a professional 
environment for fans and players alike. This year’s event 
will be held on Dec. 9 and 10 and will feature teams from 
throughout the region. A schedule is online at www.pio-
neervalleytip-off.com. All games will be held at the Mull-
ins Center on the UMass-Amherst campus.

SportsSports
AHS 2023-2024 
winter varsity 

schedule
BOYS BASKETBALL

Monday, Dec. 11 Away Westfield 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Away Minnechaug 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 18 Home Commerce 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away Putnam 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22 Away Chicopee 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Home Chicopee Comp. 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29 Home East Longmeadow 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Home Wahconah 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Away West Springfield 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11 Home Pittsfield 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Away Taconic 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Home Westfield 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Away Wahconah 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25 Home West Springfield 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30 Away Pittsfield 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 2 Home Taconic 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 5 Away Belchertown 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 10 Away East Longmeadow 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Home Drury 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Away Pope Francis 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Home Belchertown 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22 Home Monument Mountain 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Home East Longmeadow 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29 Home Minnechaug 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Away Mt. Greylock 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Away Drury 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Home Pope Francis 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18 Away Belchertown 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Away Monument Mountain 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Home Mt. Greylock 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Away Monson 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 2 Away West Springfield 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 7 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 10 Away East Longmeadow 5 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 12 Home Westfield 7 p.m.

ICE HOCKEY
Saturday, Dec. 9 Away Ludlow 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14 Away Amherst 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 Home Taconic 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away McCann Tech 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 23 Home Chicopee 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Away Chicopee Holiday Tournament TBD
Thursday, Dec. 28 Away Chicopee Holiday Tournament TBD
Saturday, Dec. 30 Home Amherst 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 6 Away Taconic 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13 Away Southwick 3:20 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Home Easthampton 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away Chicopee 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 31 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 3 Home Ludlow 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6 Away Longmeadow TBD
Sunday, Feb. 11 Away West Springfield TBD
Monday, Feb. 12 Home Southwick TBD

BOYS AND GIRLS SWIMMING
Friday, Dec. 8 Home Easthampton 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Away Ludlow 4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Away Central 4 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Home Turners Falls 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Home Palmer 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Home Westfield 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Away Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Home Minnechaug 5 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Away Chicopee Comp. 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Away Belchertown 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Home East Longmeadow 4 p.m.

WRESTLING
Saturday, Dec. 9 Away Granby 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Home Central 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 Away Guilford Tournament 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away Ludlow 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 23 Away Lowell Tournament TBD
Thursday, Dec. 28 Home Phil Tomkiel Tournament 9 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away Minnechaug 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 6 Away Red Hawk Tournament TBD
Sunday, Jan. 7 Away Girls Wrestling Tournament TBD
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Home West Springfield 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13 Away Woburn TBD
Monday, Jan. 15 Away Mahar Girls Tournament TBD
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away Holyoke 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Away West Springfield 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away Chicopee 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27 Away Suffield 7 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 31 Home Longmeadow 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 3 Away Algonquin 10 a.m.

Railers fall in physical battle
WORCESTER  – The Railers played a spirited game 

here Friday night but it had a dispiriting result, another 
loss on home ice.

Worcester was beaten by the Norfolk Admirals, 5-2, 
with the last opposing goal coming into an empty net. 
The Railers had a 40-29 edge in shots on goal and had 
leads of 1-0 and 2-1 they could not protect as the Admi-
rals scored four goals in the third period.

The difference was special teams. Norfolk converted 
three of nine power plays while Worcester was 0 for 6.

Referee Austin O’Rourke was unusually busy, calling 
21 minor penalties. Some of them were double minors 
for roughing that, a few years ago, would have been fight-
ing majors.

Nowadays, if a player has a pulse after engaging in a 
bout, the penalty is roughing, not fighting.

There was plenty of roughing. Seven of those penalties 
were called and Railers’ rookies Artyom Kulakov and Ri-
ley Piercey were both involved in some serious jousting.

To no avail, as it turned out.
Worcester got goals from Ashton Calder and Keegan 

Howdeshell. Norfolk was paced by Carson Golder’s two 
goals. Simon Kubicek, Danny Katic and Mathieu Roy had 
the other Admirals goals.

Calder’s goal was his 10th of the season. It came in 
Worcester’s 19th game. The last Railer to score 10 goals 
in the first 20 games of the season was Jordan Smoth-
erman, who did it at the beginning of the 2021-22 cam-
paign.

The Railers were constantly thwarted by Norfolk goal-
tender Thomas Milic, who had 38 saves. A lot of them 

were good ones. Worcester had reams of good chances 
that wound up with shots on net, but only two shots in 
net.

Calder put Worcester ahead at 11:44 of the first peri-
od by beating Milic with a quick wrist shot from between 
the circles. The Railers were still ahead, 1-0, with the 
game more than half over but the Admirals changed that 
with their first power play goal.

Kubicek got it at 15:06 of the second period. He drilled 
a low slap shot through traffic and past goalie Tristan 
Lennox for his third of the season.

Worcester responded well, though, and retook the 
lead before the period was over. Howdeshell got his sec-
ond of the year at 17:38 via a snap shot from about 20 feet 
out. He was set up by a fine pass from the right wing by 
Joey Cipollone.

Norfolk regained the momentum early in the third 
period, however, with two goals just 52 seconds apart, 
both by Golder, both on the power play. The first one was 
a rebound at 3:54, the second a tap in from just outside 
the crease at 4:42.

The first power play came with Jake Pivonka in the 
penalty box for high sticking. The second happened 
when Worcester was called for two roughings, Norfolk 
one, on the same altercation.

Piercey was involved at the beginning then Connor 
Welsh wound up getting a minor as well.

The Railers had power play chances after that and 
eventually pulled Lennox but could not beat Milic. In 
those final 20 minutes, Worcester had 14 shots on net 
and no goals. Norfolk had eight shots and four goals.

soccer banquet was held on the same night.  
In his first three seasons as a member of the varsity 

soccer team, Wadas, who’s a midfielder, scored 15 goals 
and 15 assists. He also helped the Lions (18-2-2) capture 
the Western Mass. Class A title for the third consecutive 
year. The Lions also competed in the Division 1 state 
tournament.     

Pathfinder Tech senior Riley Sanderson received the 
Henry O. Holly/Dave Grieve (Boys Small School MVP 
award).

“I received an email from my soccer coach (David 
Wilson) telling me that I had been selected for the MVP 
award for small schools,” said Sanderson, who led his 
team with 11 assists this past fall. “We weren’t able to 
win any banners this year, but this is a nice way to cap 
off my high school soccer career.”

Sanderson, who missed his junior season due to an 
injury, also scored 11 goals as a senior. 

“Riley has an outstanding right foot, and he could’ve 
taken a lot more shots on goal for us, but he would al-
ways pass the ball to one of his teammates,” Wilson 
said. “He always plays the game very hard and I’m very 
proud of him.”

Junior Evan Costa led the Pioneers with 34 goals.
The Pioneers, who qualified for the vocational, West-

ern Mass. Class C. and Division 5 state tournaments, 
finished the 2023 campaign with a 15-5 overall record.

The only other boys’ soccer player from Pathfinder 
Tech to receive the MVP award was Josh Sikorski in 
2010.

Minnechaug senior Kylie Ray received the John 
Kalloch Award (Girls Large School MVP award).

“This is a very special award, especially from the ref-
eree’s association,” said Ray, who’ll be playing college 
soccer at Seton Hall University next year. “I was team-
mates with Reighan Demers, who received this award 
last year. It’s nice to join her and the other previous 
MVP award winners from Minnechaug.”  

Ray is the seventh Minnechaug girls’ soccer player 
coached by Nundi Goncalves to be selected for the MVP 
award since 2005.

“I’ve been fortunate to coach many talented soccer 
players at Minnechaug,” Goncalves said. “Kylie is one of 
them.”   

The Lady Falcons, who qualified for the Western 
Mass. and state tournaments, finished their season 
with a 13-5-2 overall record.

Pope Francis senior Isabella Meadows, who didn’t 

attend the banquet, received the Robert C. Smith/ Stan 
Berntowicz Award (Girls Small School MVP award). 

Minnechaug Regional also received the Bob McIn-
tyre Sportsmanship Award (Girls Large School). 

The Lady Falcons have only received two yellow 
cards during the past two seasons.

“It always feels good when your teams gets recog-
nized for doing something well,” said Minnechaug 
sophomore Ava Kearney. “Coach Goncalves never 
wants us to get a yellow card during the game.” 

Palmer High School received the John Kurty/Benny 
Santos Sportsmanship Award (Girls Small School)

“It feels very nice to receive the sportsmanship 
award from the referees,” said Palmer senior Grace 
Burke. “We’re always very respectful to the referees and 
to our opponents.” 

Burke attended the banquet with teammates Nye-
la Dupre, Vaness Baer, and Jordan Bigda, who are also 
members of the senior class. 

It was the first time that the Palmer girls’ soccer 
team has received the sportsmanship award.     

“I was very surprised when I was informed that my 
soccer team has been selected for the sportsmanship 
award,” said Palmer head coach Celso Sandoval. “We 
only had a couple of yellow cards this season and I’m 
very happy that the soccer officials recognized us. We 
had a great season and I’m looking forward to doing it 
all over again next year.”   

The Lady Panthers (12-8-1) defeated Granby,3-1, in 
the Western Mass. Class D finals. 

The Pathfinder boys’ squad, which co-ops with 
Palmer, received the Carl Erickson Sportsmanship 
Award (Boys Small School).

The Bruno Rumpal Sportsmanship Award (Boys 
Large School) was given to Westfield High School.   

The MISOA PVSOA inductee is Alex Goncalves, 
who’s from Ludlow.

The Paul Bogan Service Award was given to Peter 
Manolakis, who’s from Wilbraham. 

The Jimmie Downie Award recipient is Tomasz Lud-
kiewicz, who lives in Granby.

The Larry E, Briggs Award winner is John Voight, 
who currently lives in East Longmeadow, but grew up 
in Hampden. He graduated from Minnechaug Regional. 

Former Ludlow girls’ varsity soccer coach Jose An-
selmo, along with Chris and Diane Kolodziey, who do 
an outstanding job of running the Pioneer Valley Sum-
mer Soccer League, received Letters of Commenda-
tions.

The association is always looking for new referees.

AWARDS   ❚   from page 7
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Springfield Thunderbirds grab OT win over Penguins
WILKES-BARRE, PA – The Springfield 

Thunderbirds (11-8-2-0) got the last laugh 
in a wild, back-and-forth game, 4-3, over the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins (10-8-3-0) 
in overtime on Saturday night inside Mohe-
gan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza.

As was the case in each of the first two 
games in the season series, the first period 
came and went with goaltenders remaining 
perfect. On this night, Vadim Zherenko and 
Joel Blomqvist turned in all the stops, with 
Zherenko the busier of the two with nine 
first-period stops, while Blomqvist stopped 
six. Zherenko had the two best saves of the 
frame in two minutes, denying both Sam 
Houde and Jagger Joshua with the leg pad on 
in-tight scoring chances.

Each team also had two power plays in 
the first period, but the man-advantage units 
could not generate much offense, and the 0-0 
deadlock remained into the intermission.

After quiet opening periods, the power 
plays came to life in the second, and it took 
the Penguins just 1:14 to get on the board 
first. Sam Houde got his stick on a loose puck 
in the slot and bounced a fluttering shot to-
ward Zherenko’s cage, getting a helpful tip 

from Peter Abbandonato for the game’s 
opening goal, which doubled as Abbandona-
to’s first as a Penguin.

Despite the deficit, the T-Birds rallied on 
a chance of their own after two penalties in a 
1:16 span were called against Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton. With the 5-on-3 advantage, rookie 
Zach Bolduc took advantage, rifling home a 
one-time slapper through Blomqvist, tying 
the game at 7:49. Calle Rosen and Hugh Mc-
Ging earned the helpers on Bolduc’s fourth 
goal of the season.

After the equalizer, both teams had more 
power play chances to take leads, but the 
penalty killing strengthened, along with 
continued good work from Zherenko and 
Blomqvist.

The game took on a truly chaotic feel in 
the third period. After the T-Birds failed to 
convert on two separate power play chances, 
it was the fourth line that got Springfield its 
first lead. Mathias Laferriere deked around a 
fallen defender and took a shot from the left 
circle that plopped down behind Blomqvist. 
Drew Callin was in the right place to tap it 
across the line for his third of the season, giv-
ing the T-Birds the 2-1 lead at 4:31.

Unfortunately for the T-Birds, it was just 
the beginning of a see-saw 20-minute period, 
as the Penguins equalized during a delayed 
penalty just 1:05 later, as Valtteri Puustinen 
rammed home a loose puck after Zherenko 
and the defense made two sprawling saves 
earlier in the sequence. 

With the game back even, 2-2, the T-Birds 
faced their toughest challenge of the night 
when Hunter Skinner was ejected and given 
a match penalty for a hit to the head of Pen-
guins’ forward Sam Houde. Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton had three minutes of uninterrupt-
ed power play time, but could not solve the 
PK nor Zherenko. 

After surviving the major, the T-Birds 
then got their power play chances as the Pen-
guins took a too-many-men minor, as well 
as a tripping call to Jack St. Ivany. With time 
waning on the club’s 8th power play of the 
evening, the T-Birds finally broke through as 
Matthew Peca snapped a wrist shot through 
Blomqvist at 16:38 to make it a 3-2 game.

Once again, though, the Penguins had 
a rebuttal, as Abbandonato scooted into 
the slot, took a pass from Will Butcher, and 
slipped it through Zherenko’s legs to tie the 

game, 3-3, with just 1:39 to go in regulation, 
setting the stage for the second overtime in 
as many nights between the division foes.

Overtime was a riveting, back-and-forth 
affair with both goaltenders answering the 
bell on multiple occasions. Adam Gaudette 
had a breakaway with the game on his stick, 
only to see Blomqvist turn him away, while 
Ty Smith had perhaps the Penguins’ best 
chance with the T-Birds’ defense out of sorts, 
but Zherenko had the denial.

At last, with less than a half minute left 
separating the teams from a shootout, La-
ferriere circled the offensive zone to the right 
side before slipping a puck near the crease. 
Matt Kessel had moved up on the play and 
put himself in the perfect position to get a 
piece of it and beat Blomqvist, giving Spring-
field the 4-3 overtime triumph. It was just 
Kessel’s second goal of the season, and it 
gave the T-Birds their first home win since 
Oct. 29.

The T-Birds get some time to rest before 
a rare single-game weekend next Saturday 
as they welcome the Bridgeport Islanders to 
the MassMutual Center for the annual Teddy 
Bear Toss.

Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
PUBLIC HEARING

Renaming of School Petition
According to the provi-

sions of the Agawam Charter, 
Article 8, section 8-1 (b), a 
public hearing shall be held 
to act by taking a vote on 
the merits of every petition 
which is addressed to the 
School Committee and which 
is signed by at least 50 vot-
ers.   The public hearing 
regarding the name change 
from Robinson Park School to 
the William P. Sapelli School 
is scheduled for December 
12, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Agawam Junior High 
School auditorium located 
at 1305 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills, MA  01030.
11/30, 12/07/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2429EA
Estate of:

Joseph Anthony Minella
Also known as: 

Joseph A. Minella, 
Joseph D. Minella

Date of Death: 11/10/2023 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 

Representative has been 
filed by Gail A. Nadok of 
Agawam, MA  requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Gail A. Nadok of 
Agawam, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of  said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/27/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 

MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 29, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/07/2023

Legal Ad
AGAWAM 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

The Agawam Conserva-
tion Commission will hold a 
public hearing on Thursday, 
December 14, 2023 at 6:00 
PM at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The pur-
pose of this hearing will be 
to hear the Notice of Intent 
Application of DePalma 
for work to be performed at 
South Westfield Street (Parcel 
ID E4 2/10 & E4 2/2), sub-
ject to the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act.

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, 

Chairman
AGAWAM 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

12/07/2023

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5
Happy Holidays!

SportsSports

sition, it is a more test-friendly oppor-
tunity for our students,” Blain said. “In 
biology vs physical science we tend to 
have better results.” 

“This would line up biology with the 
biology test, so everybody would be on-
board,” Rumplik said. “We figured that 
by giving everyone bio, we’re getting ev-
eryone to take the same exam, it’s easi-
er to analyze the data and it’s easier to 
help the students that need help.” 

They also feel this will open up more 
opportunities to them in the remainder 
of their high school career. 

“It also opens more opportunities 
for students down the road,” Blain said. 
“With your physical science students 
that walk in taking physical science, the 
next technical course is typically biolo-
gy because students have to take that 
and then they’re at their junior year 
before they’re really starting to explore 
some of the other options. By giving 
the students the opportunity to take 
chemistry or environmental science as 
a sophomore year we’re actually giving 
them more options.”

The proposed curriculum update 
also included several new courses. They 
want to add offerings for AP Studio Art, 
“Learn to Jam”, Music and Sound in 
Film, and Heritage Spanish. 

“Learn to Jam” is a new music course 
that would allow students to engage 
in non-traditional methods of making 
music.

“Learn to Jam is a course for any type 
of musician–beginning, intermediate or 
advanced–centering on non-traditional 
methods,” Blain said. “Whether it be 
bucket drumming, which has become 
increasingly popular, whether it be 
boom sticks. It’s just a way to increase 
our offerings in our music department.”

The school wants to offer students a 

wider variety of course choices in music 
so that each student can find a course 
they truly enjoy.

“We really want to expand our offer-
ings to give students more opportunity 
to explore the music in ways that they 
see fit,” Blain said. 

The new Spanish class, Heritage 
Spanish, is geared toward native Span-
ish speakers. 

With 9.3% of the AHS student pop-
ulation being hispanic or latinx, AHS 
wants to make sure those speakers are 
fully supported within the school. 

“Our Spanish classes are very tradi-
tional, we teach them for students with-
out a spanish background,” Blain said. 
“Our spanish-speaking students come 
from different dialects and they often 
struggle the most in a spanish class. The 
native speaking course…allows for that 
experience and we actually support 
them with their writing.”

This course will include a cultural 
aspect and allow for native speakers to 
be able to fully succeed within a Span-
ish class, where the structure in a tradi-
tional course often impedes their suc-
cess. 

“This makes a lot of sense, it’s like 
Spanish One but for the native Spanish 
speakers,” Committee Member Wendy 
Rua said. 

The Heritage Spanish course or 
courses similar to it are offered in 
most school districts with a high span-
ish-speaking population. Agawam 
wants to get ahead of the curve by start-
ing with this course now. 

The goal would be to, in the follow-
ing year, offer a part two of this course 
so those interested can continue to ad-
vance in this field of study.

The school committee will discuss 
their decision on approval or disap-
proval of this proposed plan at their 
next meeting.

CURRICULUM   ❚   from page 1
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Donald I. McLean, husband 
of Joyce Piper McLean, died 
Saturday, December 2, 2023 af-
ter a long illness. Donald was 
born February 3, 1939 in Lex-
ington, MA, but while he was 
a young boy, his family moved 
to first Agawam and then to 
West Springfield. Early on his 
father would pick him up af-
ter school and take him to his 
workplace to put together lawnmowers 
and other related equipment. He grew 
up working at the family business, Allen 
Lawnmower and eventually became part 
owner. He was a hardworking man, who 
always did that “little extra” to please his 
customers. Don spent weekends with the 
Army Reserves for many years while also 
meeting his wife “to be” Edie Yarmac at 
Friendly’s and marrying her in 1965. He 
helped build his house in Feeding Hills 
where his two daughters Susan and Kathy 
were born. As a family, they visited Disney 
many times and also, purchased a Cape 
house in S. Yarmouth, where they spent 
their summers. Donald’s real love was cars 
and NASCAR. He and Edie spent many 
years attending Daytona races and he 
and his friends visited many other race-
tracks. His love of cars led to purchasing 
both a 1960 red and white Corvette and a 
1969 Camaro pace car. He and Edie trav-
eled to many countries on business trips 
until Edie died tragically in 1998. Donald 
was devastated and later incurred a major 
heart attack. Several years went by and in 
2004 he met Joyce Piper and they were a 
couple for 17 years, traveling and enjoy-

ing life together. In October of 
2021 they were married in the 
First Baptist Church in West 
Springfield (Don’s church) and 
eventually went on their hon-
eymoon to Alaska. Unfortu-
nately, Don’s dementia became 
much more of a struggle and 
after a few years, he spent time 
at both Armbrook Village and 
the Atrium. His last days were 

spent at Baystate Hospital where he died 
fighting an infection and advanced de-
mentia. He will be sadly missed by his wife 
Joyce, their families and their friends. Don 
was predeceased by his parents, Eugene 
and Clara McLean, his first wife Edie (Yar-
mac) McLean, his brother Albert McLean 
and a sister Mabel Lombard. He leaves his 
loving daughters, Kathy McLean and Su-
san Alves and her husband John and their 
children, Tyler, Dalton, Paige and Lenny, a 
brother Eugene “Sonny” McLean and his 
wife Anne and family, a sister Marcia Du-
val, a niece Clara and Patrick Rowan and 
their children Tony and Maria (Nathan), 
and niece Cindy (Kevin) Sears and their 
daughter Elizabeth, his devoted wife Joyce 
Piper McLean, stepdaughter Karen (Rick) 
George and their sons, Seth, Matthew and 
Andrew and stepson Jeffrey (Tracy) Piper 
and their sons Dustin and Tyler. Visiting 
hours were held for Don on Wednesday, 
December 13, 2023 from 10 to 11 a.m. in 
the Firtion Adams Funeral Service, 76 
Broad St. Westfield, followed by a Funeral 
Home Service at 11 a.m. Burial followed 
in Pine Hill Cemetery, Western Ave. West-
field. www.firtionadams.com

ObituaryObituary

was accused of committing voter fraud 
by allegedly paying voters to vote for Jus-
tin Hurst,” Hendrickson stated. “Video 
emerged appearing to depict one of our 
campaign volunteers giving money to 
two people exiting a polling location. As 
the campaign manager, I unequivocally 
deny that the campaign paid for votes, or 
that we directed anyone to pay for votes 

on our behalf.
The individual in the video allegedly giv-

ing money to voters leaving the polling lo-
cation was not a ‘campaign worker’ as has 
been incorrectly reported by some media 
outlets; he was a volunteer that was help-
ing our campaign by giving rides to voters 
who were unable to drive to the polling 
location on their own. I was not present 
during the incident in question, and I have 
not spoken to the volunteer about the in-

cident, so I cannot say for certain exactly 
what happened. What I can say for certain 
though, is that our campaign did not pay 
for votes, nor did we instruct or direct any-
one to do so on our behalf.”

Hendrickson was pleased to addressed 
both issues for his constituents who elect-
ed him to the city council in Agawam, and 
said he is a strong advocate for the elec-
tion process.

“As a seasoned political campaign op-

erative and a lifelong advocate for democ-
racy,” Hendrickson said. “I hold the impor-
tance of election integrity in the highest 
regard. I have always held myself to high 
ethical, moral, and professional standards 
throughout my career. As the campaign 
manager of the Hurst for Mayor campaign, 
I unequivocally deny any involvement in 
alleged vote-buying schemes, or any other 
attempts to undermine the integrity of the 
Springfield mayoral election.”

cafeteria all built in phase one in order to 
ensure continuous use. 

Other construction options would have 
caused at least one of these areas to be un-
available for a long period of time, which 
many involved in the project were not in 
favor of. 

The option of construction of a new 
building is also favored due to the benefits 
it can provide to the community. 

“There are two distinct areas in this par-
ticular design,” Hoffman said. “One is the 
community wing and one the academic. So 
it really puts the community wing closer to 
our fields and more accessible, we’re hop-
ing, to the community throughout the days 
and times when students aren’t in school.”

These benefits also include improved 
air quality, increased accessibility and even 
a positive environmental impact. There 
will also be outdoor dining and classroom 
spaces. 

Additionally, this option includes the 

building of a new preschool building. By in-
cluding the preschool building in the AHS 
building project, it reduces the costs of re-
doing the preschool on its own. 

According to estimates done in 2016, 
the preschool redone as its own project 
would cost $26.5 million. Based on infla-
tion, the costs of this project in 2024 would 
be $47.2 million.

Including the preschool in the AHS proj-
ect reduces this cost to $11.2 million to add 
to the project. 

Moreover, as having it part of the AHS 
project, AHS could have programs for stu-
dents interested in working in early educa-
tion and the building itself can be placed in 
a convenient location for the community. 

The project in total is estimated to be 
complete, should everything go as planned, 
in 2028. 

The total project is estimated to cost 
$231.5 million. The MSBA, should it ap-
prove the project, is expected to reimburse 
43% of the project costs. Due to this, the 
town’s share is anticipated to amount to 

about $132 million. 
The initial reimbursement rate from the 

MSBA was estimated to be 28%, but thanks 
to a recent increase in the MSBA participa-
tion cost limits on budget specifics allowed 
for the 15% increase to get it to 43%. 

However, project costs are not set in 
stone at the moment. Hoffman hopes that 
they will have a better idea of how this proj-
ect will affect taxpayers in the next two to 
three months.

“It’s too early to tell, the footprint isn’t 
exact yet, it’s approximate, so the budget is 
approximate,” Hoffman explained. 

In the meantime, Hoffman encourages 
people to continue learning about the proj-
ect and supporting its development. 

Without the new building the district 
faces de-accreditation as a result of the in-
ability of the current building to support 
the students’ needs. They are currently on 
probation due to their facilities. 

“We have outgrown our facilities,” Hoff-
man says. “We have so many ideas and a 
vision for what we want our students to be 

able to do that they’re limited in doing be-
cause of the facility.”

For example, the current science labs 
in the building do not meet ventilation 
requirements and therefore prevents stu-
dents from being able to conduct lab ex-
periments. The safety equipment in the 
labs is also not designed appropriately for 
what they want the students to be able to 
do. 

Hoffman urges community members 
to really consider how important this new 
building will be for the community, should 
it be approved. 

“Not only have we outgrown our facili-
ties but our kids deserve more and better 
than they’re getting because of the build-
ing,” Hoffman said. “Our teachers are work-
ing really hard in spite of the building and 
they’ve been really patient but a new fa-
cility would be able to bring the potential 
of our students and their abilities and our 
teachers and their knowledge all together 
into a really high level of a learning expe-
rience.”

HENDRICKSON   ❚   from page 1

SCHOOL   ❚   from page 1

Donald I. McLean

Albro, Frances “Cookie” 
Died Dec. 3
Funeral Dec. 9
Agawam Curran Jones
Funeral Home, Inc.

McLean, Donald I.
Died Dec. 2
Funeral Dec. 13
Firtion Adams Funeral Services

DEATH NOTICES

On December 3, 2023 
Frances “Cookie” Albro was 
reunited with family and 
friends in Heaven.   She was 
a longtime resident of Aga-
wam.   She graduated from 
Agawam High School in 
1960 and still remained close 
with several friends whom 
she graduated with. Cookie 
worked as an Office Manager 
for Superior Printing Inks for more than 
25 years and then as a Bus Monitor for 
the Lower Pioneer Valley Educational 
Collaborative for over 15 years before 
retiring in 2022.  A woman of great faith, 
she was actively involved as a parishio-
ner of Sacred Heart Church.  Cookie was 
a board member of the Catholic Wom-
an’s Club and would always volunteer 
to participate in their annual Christmas 
Bazaar.   She enjoyed creating delicious 
baked goods in her kitchen including 
cakes, candy and mountains of her spe-
cial Italian cookies.   Cookie loved her 
family and friends deeply and would 
gladly give everything she had to help 
wherever and whenever she was need-
ed.   Frances leaves her sister-in-law 
and friend Kathleen “Kate” Albro, her 
two nephews; Mike Albro and his wife 
Becky, and Tony Albro and his wife Jes-

sica, and three beautiful and 
beloved grandchildren Ja-
son, Nicholas, and Emma Al-
bro.  She also leaves cousins 
Keith and Lynn David, Bob 
and Deb Griffin, Linda Mar-
iani and Butch Mariani and 
many other family members. 
Cookie was predeceased 
by her parents Cosmy and 
Clementina (Mariani) Albro, 

and her brothers Al, Tony and Bobby 
Albro. She will be missed beyond what 
words can describe. The family wishes 
to thank the staff at Baystate Medical 
Center and JGS Lifecare/Spectrum Hos-
pice for their wonderful commitment to 
her care. Friends and family are invited 
to the funeral on Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023 
9 a.m. at the Agawam Curran Jones Fu-
neral Home, 745 Cooper Street followed 
by a Mass at Sacred Heart Church at 10 
a.m.   The burial will follow in St. Mi-
chael’s Cemetery.   Calling hours will 
be Friday, December 8, 2023 from 4 to 
8 p.m.   In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations to Sacred Heart Parish, 1061 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA 
01030 or the Catholic Women’s Club of 
Agawam, 833 Main Street, Agawam, MA 
01001. For online condolences please 
visit www.curranjones.com

Frances “Cookie” Albro

OBITUARY POLICY: Turley Publications 
offers two types of obituaries. One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing the name of deceased, date of 
death and funeral date and place. The other is a 
Paid Obituary, costing $89, which allows families 
to publish extended death notice information of 
their own choice and may include a photograph. 
Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should be 
submitted through a funeral home to: obits@turley.
com. Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 

www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE THANK YOU for answering 
my prayers. PF

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

LIBERTY MAID SERVICE Save 
time while adding a little luxury to your 
life. Affordable. Reliable. High quality. 
Personalized/ always have the same 
person who you can trust! Residential 
and/or business cleaning. Debra 413-
592-4925

ELECTRICIAN
MG ELECTRICAL SERVICE All 
electrical work, new construction, ad-
ditions, service upgrade, emergency 
generators. Free estimates. Insured/
Licensed. Lic.# 16979-A
Call Mike (413) 896-1346

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING for 
all your interior & exterior needs.  Car-
pentry, woodworking, porches, patios, 
windows, doors, painting, drywall, sid-
ing, landscaping, clean-outs.  Compet-
itive pricing, References.  Please call 
Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Ser-
vice.  Wilbraham residential only  Call 
or Text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN/
FIELD INSPECTOR

EMERGENCY DISPATCHERS

The Town of Wilbraham is now hiring! 
For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov. EOE.  Open until filled.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

LUDLOW: $925, quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 
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Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2023. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 18-22, 2023.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 8, 2023

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Marcus KosnickiMarcus Kosnicki
June 5,2022

Parents:  Jonathan & Marcie Kosnicki 
Grandparents:  Marc Davignon & Lisa Dube, Chicopee

 John & Pamella Kosnicki, Palmer Adorable Mini Goldendoodles

Family Raised

Affectionate and 
Playful

Hypoallergenic

Vet Checked

Limited Supply

Call or Text 
413-345-8173

Reserve yours 
now for the 

Holidays!

AGAWAM – Several members of the 
honor guard at the veterans’ cemetery in 
Agawam were invited by the Boys and Girls 
Club of Springfield to enter a tree with 
a military theme in the Festival of Trees 
at the Mass Mutual Center in downtown 
Springfield. The seven-foot tree was donat-
ed to the honor guard by the management 
of Rocky’s Hardware.

The tree’s decorations include red, white 
and blue ornaments and military items 
procured by members of the honor guard 
including several purchased at Pearl Har-
bor and Guam by honor guard member 
Stephen Estee of earlier this year.

Also participating in this event were 
honor guard President Allan Ardito of 
Westfield and Marvin Howard and Dianne 
Vecchiarelli, both from Agawam. Ardito 
commended the group’s effort in coordi-
nating the ornamentation and arrange-
ment of the tree.

The Festival of Trees is open to the public 
on the lower level of the Mass Mutual Cen-
ter through Dec. 10, Wednesdays through 
Sundays. On Dec. 12, each decorated tree, 
including the honor guard’s tree, will be 
raffled off based on tickets purchased by 
visitors to the Festival. Hours of operation 
and additional information can be found at 
treeraffle.com or on the Mass Mutual Cen-
ter website www.massmutualcenter.com.

All veterans interested in joining the 
honor guard may call the cemetery at 413 
821-9500 for details and to be invited to 
meet members of the firing detail and ob-
serve a service in progress.   Honor guard 
volunteers are honorably discharged vet-
erans of all branches of the military who 
attend services convenient to them to fire 
a live rifle salute for every deceased veteran 
being interred at the cemetery.

Pictured at the Festival of Trees are Allan Ardito (Westfield) and Stephen Estee, Marvin Howard and 
Dianne Vecchiareli (all of Agawam) as the Honor Guard tree was being decorated. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Photography submissions needed
AGAWAM – The Friends of the Aga-

wam Public Library is looking for entries to 
their 4th Open Judged Virtual Photography 
Show, to be on display after March 15, 2024.  
The show provides a platform to recognize 
and encourage photographers and benefits 
the Agawam Public Library.  Twenty-one 
awards totaling $1,540 will be determined 
by judging done on March 1, 2024.  Dave 
Roback and Tim Donelan, both well recog-
nized photographers, will be the judges.

The show is divided into four categories 
of photography:  creative, nature, photo-
journalism and pictorial.  The entry fee is 
$25 per entry.  Deadline for submissions is 

Feb. 15, 2024.  If we have not received suf-
ficient entries, the show will be cancelled 
and all fees returned.

All images must be original, made by the 
photographer, captured by film or digitally, 
and cannot be previous entries in our show.

The Prospectus and Entry Form can be 
accessed by going to www.agawamlibrary.
org, and scrolling down to the Friends of 
the Library widget.  From there you will be 
able to click on a link to the show’s infor-
mation.

For further information please contact 
Bob Kadis at r.kadis@comcast.net or at 
413-789-4814.

Agawam Day 
to be celebrated 
in Florida March 6

ST.PETERSBURG, FLA. – Agawam Day 
will be held on Wednesday, March 6, 2024., 
from 10 a.m. to noon, at Fort De Soto Na-
tional Park, shelter #14, in St. Petersburg.

Agawam Day in Florida has been held 
on the first Wednesday of March since 1981. 
Each year 40 to 60 former Agawam resi-
dents join together for a reunion of  friends 
and family for a picnic, raffles, beautiful 
scenery, hugs and to share old memories.

For more information contact Hank 
Drewnowski by cell phone call or text at 
860-462-7273 or by email at hdrew2452@
gmail.com.

Local Honor Guard at Festival of Trees

Rotary Club to host 
Holiday Concert 
on Dec. 14

AGAWAM – The 
Agawam Rotary Club 
will present a holi-
day concert featuring 
Richie Mitnick and 
Friends on Thursday, 
Dec. 14, from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. at the Agawam Se-
nior Center, 954 Main St. 

A suggested donation of $5 
will be used to help fund the club’s com-
munity service projects. In addition, the 
club will be accepting non-perishable food 
items to help support the Parish Cupboard.

Mitnick and his talented Friends are 
well known in the area for their excellent 
performances.


