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Athletic playing fields get big facelifts, key maintenance by DPW
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Earlier this, a 
citizen who raised concerns 
about the state of the many 
athletic fields in the commu-
nity got action taken start-
ing with Mayor Christopher 
Johnson, who formed a small 
task force to inventory the 
needs of the various fields.

Dom Pisano, the resident 
who spoke up about the is-
sues, led the task force.

On Dec. 1, Pisano deliv-
ered a progress report on the 
many improvements to take 
place at multiple locations 
throughout the summer and 
fall.

A lot of credit went to 
the Department of Public 
Works, which has been un-
derstaffed not only during 
normal months, but during 
the summer as well when 

extra help to keep up with 
mowing and other tasks is 
usually hired. 

Department of Public 
Works Deputy Superinten-
dent Peter Sadowski led the 
efforts on the ground, co-
ordinating the work on the 
various fields. While some of 
the improvement work was 
already scheduled prior to 
the task force being formed, 
manpower was the promi-
nent reason why some fields 
were not in as good a condi-
tion and improvement work 
had to be delayed.

Some of the biggest im-
provements were made at 
the Agawam High School 
varsity baseball field and the 
JV field. The varsity field, lo-
cated behind the high school 
building, received overseed-
ing, the many weeds and 
overgrowth in the outfield 
was addressed.

The JV field, which is lo-
cated at Shea Park adjacent 
to the dog and skate parks, 
was completely stripped at 
the end of the summer. The 
baseball field was complete-
ly overseeded and the grass 
came in very well throughout 
the fall despite the warm-
er temperatures and lack of 
rain for much of the season. 
The town will completely the 
field, re-establishing the dirt 
infield, pitching mound, and 
home plate areas prior to 
start of the spring season.

“Through this thoughtful 
planning and collaboration,” 
Pisano said. “(Pete) Sadows-
ki really took the lead and 
he’s done a really good job. 
Some of these fields were in 
rough shape.”

Pisano said overseeding 
has taken place at School 

School Committee reviews 
highlights on education, 
honors Senior Maddie Balzano

By Amanda Munson
amunson@turley.com 

AGAWAM – On Nov. 18, 
the school committee re-
viewed in the beginning of the 
meeting highlights on educa-
tion with Superintendent of 
Schools Sheila Martin. Mayor 
Christopher C. Johnson intro-
duced Martin and followed 
by stating the winner of the 
Massachusetts Association 
of School Superintendents 
Award for Academic Excel-
lence. 

Martin began, “This award 
is given to high school stu-
dents that have distinguished 

themselves in the pursuit of 
excellence during their high 
school careers. The criteria for 
this award includes the stu-
dents three year cumulative 
average, their rank in class, 
and overall school citizenship. 
Presentations of this award 
are made at the beginning of 
each senior year to allow for 
the inclusion of this presti-
gious award and the student’s 
credential package counts for 
their recommendation. We 
hope we aren’t too late yet. I 
ask that the school commit-
tee and Asst. Superintendent 
Curriculum, Instruction, and 
Human Resources Cheryl Sa-

lomao and join me in congrat-
ulating the award recipient, 
Senior Maddie Balzano,” said 
Martin.

Martin continued describ-
ing Balzano as a shining ex-
ample of academic excellence, 
leadership, and service. Con-
sistently earning honor roll 
recognition throughout every 
term in Agawam High School, 
Balzano is also a proud mem-
ber of the National Honors So-
ciety, Spanish Honors Society, 
and History Honors Society. 

Throughout Balzano’s time 
at AHS, she’s been recognized 

Tax rate drops, shift remains same for FY2026
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – The Town of 
Agawam, through the mayor 
and a vote of the City Council 
has established the tax rate 
for FY2026.

One again, the city council 
unanimously agreed to the 
1.59 tax shift that has been 
used frequently during the 
past several years, and was 
the shift in FY2025.

“It’s that balance between 
trying to be fair to the resi-
dents and not being unfair to 
the businesses,” said Mayor 
Christopher Johnson.

Due to property growth 
and a less than the levy lim-
it property tax goal, the tax 
rate will go down by more 

than a half-dollar per $1,000 
valuation.

The 1.59 shift agreed to 
by the council comes with a 
tax rate of $14.10, down 54 
cents from last year. The shift 
makes the commercial and 
industrial tax rate $26.67. 
That is a decrease of $1.03 
from FY2025’s rate of $27.70.

Like most years, despite 
the lower rate, most residents 
could see tax bill increases 
due to property values going 
up. However, in the instance 
a property’s value does not 
change, that property own 
could actually see a drop in 
their tax bill. 

“This is a fair shift given 
what the history has been,” 
Johnson said. “Average bills 
are going up more in Spring-

field and West Springfield 
than we are.”

Based on the average 
home value, Johnson showed 
a $156 potential tax bill in-
crease for residents, well be-
low surrounding community 
average bill increases.

Residential property tax-
payers make up nearly 79% of 
the taxed popular. Commer-
cial and industrial property 
make up the remaining 21%.

For FY2026, the town 
seeks to raise $77,769,105 
million through the tax levy, 
which is more than $18 mil-
lion below the levy limit.

For FY2025, Agawam 
maintained the lowest tax 
rate among similar sized 
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AHS holds summit

Agawam High School Principal James Blain said prior to Thanksgiving break Agawam 
High School hosted a Stakeholder Summit that consisted of students, parents, teachers, 
administrators, and community members.  The theme of “LIsten, Lead, and Learn”, was felt by 
all participants as we look to improve the student experience at AHS.  The entire day was led 
by students. They were amazing.  SUBMITTED PHOTO

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

 

StateLinePropaneOil.com

Looking for 
an AC solution for 

your home or office?
PROPANE: 413.998.0080 
OIL/AC: 413.998.0090

500•514 Salmon Brook St.,
GRANBY, CT Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737- 478

AC Tune-Ups & 
New Installations

Mayor invites public to see new APD

Mayor Christopher Johnson is inviting the public to the grand opening of the new Agawam 
Police Headquarters, located at 1070 Suffield St. The moving process is ongoing and soon the 
Agawam Police Department will transition its full operations to the facility. The public can have 
a look at the completed product on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Multiple fields, including Shea Park shown here, have received major improvements during the past 
12 months. The fields in Agawam were the subject of criticism earlier this year.

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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Restaurant Bella Cucina brings Italian cuisine to town
By Amanda Munson

amunson@turley.com 

AGAWAM – Bella Cuci-
na, newly located on 1422 
Main St., offers Italian cui-
sine with a variety of flavors 
for everyone. Serving loads 
of appetizers, salads, main 
courses like chicken, meat, 
vegetable dishes, mouth-wa-
tering pizza and ending with 
a tiramisu for dessert; Bella 
Cucina is a great addition to 
the city.

With customer and em-
ployee satisfaction coming 
first, Owner of Bella Cuci-
na Perparime Abdullahu, 
also known as Perpy, spoke 
about how the first couple 
of months has been for the 
business and why she ulti-
mately chose Agawam.

Stating the switch in 
management and the recent 
adjustment of the menus, 
Abdullahu began, “I’m still 
working on it, it’s not easy 
with my son but we are get-
ting there. The menu is much 
better, and Chef Tom is good. 
The most important thing 
right now is everybody put-
ting in 100% out of them-
selves. I finally got the team 
who walks with me and now 
we’re all walking in the same 
line and moving forward. 
We’re here to do our best, 
the most important thing is 
we always put the custom-
er first, no matter what. We 
want the customer to leave 
happy, that’s all. I want my 
community to stick together. 
If something happens, I want 
my neighbor to be able to call 
me,” said Abdullahu.

In 1999, Abdullahu came 
to the U.S. from Kosovo and 
grew up in Chicopee, later 
finding Agawam best to raise 

her son whilst owning Bella 
Cucina after spending time 
in New Hampshire. Further 
explaining that her son has 
non-verbal autism and Ab-
dullahu felt it was right to 
move back to the place her 
son was born in due to the 
acceptance of her son within 
the Agawam schools and the 
support system she immedi-
ately felt for her family.

Walking in, guests are 
greeted at the bar and have 
the option of dining in or tak-
ing out, with ample seating to 
each side of the building. Bel-
la Cucina offers familiar dish-
es and appetizers like shrimp 
scampi, artichoke francaise, 
bruschetta, chicken francese, 
spaghetti meatball, special 
eggplant rollatini, and much 
more. The space allows for 
80 guests in the restaurant 
and Abdullahu shared there’s 
an additional 40-person 
banquet hall for a variety of 
events guests may need. 

Abdullahu shared when 
serving food at her business, 
she mentioned that her fa-
vorite thing to see is the cus-
tomer enjoying the food and 
seeing the customers every 
day. Abdullahu continued, 
“Kosovo has more of a red 
sauce thing with the food; 
we do a lot of chicken parme-
san, meatballs, spaghetti; we 
eat bread, oil, and parmesan 
cheese with every meal. As I 
grew up, I understood that 
you can eat everything with 
a limit as long as you protect 
your own health, but I was al-
ways a foodie person. I would 
always try and taste the food 
growing up, my father would 
watch me taste the dishes 
growing up and if I ate it, 
then he would eat it too. My 
ex-husband was a chef, and 

we figured this is the best 
we can do, both of us love 
food and we both work too 
much, and we were like this 
is what we’re going to do for 
the rest of our lives. A lot of 
it takes 90% of you mentally 
and physically. It’s built in me 
in the restaurant business 
to make sure my customers 
are happy. When I see peo-
ple smile and be happy, you 
can tell when somebody’s 
full. I hope when we hit the 
one-year mark that we have 
repeat customers and feed-
back from the customers, 

and for the employees too. 
I hope that when they have 
been here one year, it doesn’t 
feel like a year,” ended Abdul-
lahu.

The restaurant can be 
found at the end of River Rd. 
and intersecting with Main 
St. Bella Cucina is open Mon. 
through Sun.; Mon. through 
Thurs. 3 to 9 p.m. and Fri. 
through Sun. 11:30 a.m. to 9 
p.m.

Servers needed, if inter-
ested, please contact Abdul-
lahu at perpy23@hotmail.
com or (475) 343-0333 

Blue Christmas Service 
to be held on Dec. 21

AGAWAM – Feeding Hills 
Congregational Church, 21 
North Westfield St. invites 
the community to a Blue 
Christmas  Service on Sun-
day, Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. This 
may be the first holiday sea-
son after a loss, or perhaps 
2025 has been a difficult year. 

All are welcome to seek hope 
together in a supportive wor-
ship service. Come as you 
are, to join for prayer, songs, 
and an Advent reflection. 
Join us as we seek hope and 
healing together. For more 
information call 413-786-
5061.  

AGAWAM – On Sun-
day, Dec. 14, there will be 
an Agawam Community 
Tree Lighting held at the 
gazebo at Granger School 
located at 31 South West-

field St., Feeding Hills. 
The event begins at 5 p.m. 
with Santa Claus arriving 
at 5:30 p.m. There will 
be cookie and hot cocoa 
available.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Christmas will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of December 22-26, 2025:

Wednesday, December 17 at 2 PM for December 25 issue
• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
Thursday, December 18 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue

• Agawam Advertiser News
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current • The Journal Register

Friday, December 19 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue
• Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Monday, December 22 at 2 PM for December 26 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

McCrays Farm
55 Alvord Street

South Hadley

WWW.MCCRAYS-FARM.COM/HOLIDAYLIGHTS

LET’S MAKE 
THIS SEASON

MERRY, BRIGHT,
AND TOTALLY LIT!

Come experience magical 
30-40 minute stroll 
around the farm - 

surrounded by hundreds of 
thousands of dazzling lights!

Explore tractors, trees,
tunnels and so much more!

Enjoy tons of photo ops and 
brand new light displays!

Owner of Bella Cucina Perparime Abdullahu, also known as Perpy, 
inside the bar guests see when they first walk in. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bella Cucina is located on 1422 Main St. and is open seven days 
a week.

The veal marsala had veal, mushroom sauce, and mashed potato 
on the side with seasoned veggies and made by Chef Tom.

The chicken parmesan is breaded and covered with marinara 
sauce, with mozzarella melted on top and finished with basil and 
made by Chef Tom. TURLEY PHOTOS BY AMANDA MUNSON

Granger School to host 
tree lighting at gazebo
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HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .................

$399
lb

USDA INSP.  FROZEN FULLY COOKED

SWEET & SMOKY BBQ
BABY BACK RIBS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHEFS TOGATHER

PIGS IN A BLANKET 24 PC BOX ... ea
$399

$1199
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
HEALTHY CHOICE
STUFFED CABBAGE ROLLS....

SALE DATES: 12/11/25-12/17/25

$169
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS KAYEM
WHOLE PIT HAM .................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
ROAST or CHOPS ....................
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ................................

$266
lb

lb

lb
$277

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............

$189
lb

$366

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
HOLIDAY ROAST 
PORK LOIN STUFFED W/ HAM, 
CHEESE, PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES 
USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTIONS
BUTT or SHANK ...................

$449
lb

$155
lb

$266
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$789

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1399

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

LEG LAMB

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CORNISH HENS TWIN PAK ...............$279

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN PARMESAN
MINI SPRING ROLLS 8 PAK........ ea

$399

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
BUDABALL OLD TYME 
SMOKED WHOLE HAM ...... $669

lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 

FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROASTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1499
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 CT
RAW SHRIMP 26/30 CT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN IMPORTED

LAMB RACKS
$1499

lb

Gift Cards
Available!

$667
lb

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

Lots of holiday happenings at Agawam Public Library
AGAWAM – Snow is fall-

ing and Agawam Public Li-
brary is calling. Join us for 
a great lineup of events for 
December that will keep you 
mindful and joyous this holi-
day season. 

Festival of Trees
Our annual Festival of 

Trees is back and you won’t 
want to miss out. The Fes-
tival of Trees is a commu-
nity-wide holiday gallery of 
hand-made trees displayed 
throughout the library. Cre-
ate something truly unique 
by building a tree out of un-
usual materials like soda 

cans or egg cartons. Families, 
friends, coworkers, classes – 
everybody is encouraged to 
join in on the fun. Completed 
trees should be dropped off 
at the library by Dec. 18. For 
more information and guide-
lines for submission, please 
visit the library Information 
Desk or go to agawamlibrary.
org. Trees will be on display 
at the library from Dec. 18 
through Jan. 5, beginning 
with our Opening Reception 
on Thursday, Dec. 18 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Clini Community 
Room. Come view the cre-
ative trees, enjoy the sounds 
of the season and indulge in 
some holiday treats. Please 
register to attend.

Qigong
Fall Qigong concludes 

with three classes this month 
as autumn wanes and winter 
settles in. Related to the el-
ements of Metal and Water 
in traditional Chinese medi-
cine, our Qigong practice will 
focus on strengthening the 
lungs and immune system, 
increasing circulation, and 
nourishing the kidneys and 

joints. Classes are drop-in 
and will take place on Tues-
day, Dec. 9, and 16 at 10:30 
a.m. in the Clini Communi-
ty Room. Instructor Heidi 
Taberman will lead partic-
ipants in an hour of gentle 
Chair Yoga on Wednesday 
mornings at 9:05 a.m. Classes 
are drop-in; please note that 
there is no class on Dec. 24. 

Celebrate the Winter Sol-
stice and the return of the 
sun at our Lantern Making 
& Winter Singalong event 
on Tuesday, Dec. 16 from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. Participants will 
craft a wax paper lantern and 
illuminate the night sky with 
an outdoor singalong. This 
intergenerational program 
is open to all ages and craft 
materials will be provided. 
Please be sure to dress warm-
ly for the outdoor portion of 
this event! Registration is re-
quired as space and materi-
als are limited.

Holiday Music Bingo
Looking to have some fun 

and indulge in the music of 
the season? Join us for Holi-
day Music Bingo on Monday, 

Dec. 22 at 6:30 p.m. Get in the 
holiday spirit as we play bin-
go and enjoy some seasonal 
treats. Prizes will be awarded 
to those who have a winning 
bingo card. 

Adult Craft Night
Our Adult Craft Night this 

month will take place on 
Monday, Dec. 29 at 6:30 p.m. 
and participants will make a 
cute hand painted snowman 
ornament. This craft fea-
tures acrylic paint, a wooden 
round, fabric and pompoms. 
Make a sweet snowman 
friend to keep around all win-
ter long. Please register to at-
tend these events.

Writers Group
Our monthly programs 

are an excellent way for folks 
to pursue their interests or 
try out something new. Join 
our Writers Group hosted 
by Katherine Anderson on 
Thursday, Dec. 18 at 6 p.m. 
This in-person workshop is 
open to writers of all levels 
and genres. There will be op-
portunities for peer and host 
feedback, finding opportuni-
ties for submission to maga-

zines, literary journals, and 
presses, and more. Registra-
tion is required. 

Our Career Workshops 
and Networking Group is 
a great way for mature job 
seekers to access career and 
networking resources. Our 
Zoom session is Marketing 
Plan on Wednesday, Dec. 17 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., but 
there is an opportunity for 
informal networking at 9 
a.m. Registrants can sign up 
online to receive the Zoom 
meeting links.

Author Book Signing
Professional wrestling 

fans take note. We have an 
extra special event coming 
up in the new year that you 
won’t want to miss. Author, 
podcaster and former WWE 
media journalist Brian R. 
Solomon will host a presen-
tation and book signing for 
his latest book, Irresistible 
Force: the Life and Times of 
Gorilla Monsoon on Satur-
day, Jan. 24 at 10 a.m. Bri-
an’s encyclopedic knowledge 
of professional wrestling is 
clearly displayed in his biog-

raphy of Gorilla Monsoon, 
one of the original character 
wrestlers in the early days of 
the WWWF/WWF and lat-
er the “voice” of the WWF 
events. Don’t miss this amaz-
ing opportunity to connect 
with this prolific chronicler 
of the professional wrestling 
world! Registration to attend 
this event will open on Dec. 
22. 

Food Collection
Thank you to the Agawam 

Center Library Association 
for sponsoring select library 
programs. The library will 
continue collecting non-per-
ishable food items through-
out December. 

Upcoming 
Holiday Closings 

Closing at 12:30 p.m. on 
Dec. 24, closed on Dec. 25, 
closing at 5 p.m. on Dec. 31, 
closed on Jan, 1. During the 
winter months, any closings 
or late openings due to in-
clement weather will be re-
ported to local TV stations 22 
and 40, as well as their web-
sites and the library’s social 
media platforms.

Activities available 
at Senior Center

AGAWAM – Here are 
some of the upcoming activ-
ities and events being held at 
the Agawam Senior Center.

**New Class Alert**
Monthly Class on Diabetes 

Mellitus Education
Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2026 

at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Conference Room
A “DM Education Pro-

gram” will be held at the Aga-
wam Senior Center. We will 
be referring to materials for 
Diabetes Mellitus (DM) ed-
ucation, which cover man-
aging the condition through 

healthy eating, being active, 
monitoring blood sugar, 
and taking medications. Key 
topics include healthy food 
choices, the importance of 
physical activity, medication 
adherence, and coping with 
the emotional aspects of di-
abetes. These documents 
aim to empower individuals 
to manage their health and 
improve their quality of life. 
Gina Smus, RN, CDN will be 
our educator for this class. 
We hope you will join us. Call 
Kristina at 413-726-2836 to 
join this class.

December events for kids and teens at library
AGAWAM – There is a lot 

to celebrate at the Agawam 
Library this December. We 
will have fun, free programs 
for kids and teens, including 
a Lantern Making & Winter 
Sing-along for all ages. At the 
Lantern Making and Win-
ter Sing-along we will make 
lanterns together and sing 
together to celebrate the 
Winter Solstice. To register 
for this event, or any of our 
other December events go to 
our website: agawamlibrary.
org or call 413-789-1550 ext. 
3.

Programs are listed in al-
phabetical order.

Art and Stories - 
For ages 3 – 5

Tuesday. Dec. 23 at 9:30 a.m. 
Join us for a short story 

time followed by an art proj-
ect. We will explore simple 
art concepts and experiment 
with materials. Please wear 
clothing that can get messy.

Family Game Night - 
For All Ages

Wednesday, Dec. 17 at 6 p.m.
No registration required.

Bring the family and play 
board games together. We 
will have many options avail-
able, but you are welcome to 
bring your own.

Family Take and Make 
Crafts - For all ages

First Day of the Week and 
Thursdays - While supplies 
last - Drop-in and pick up.

A new Take and Make 
craft will be available the 

first day of each week and 
again on Thursdays.

Dec. 15 and 18: Frosty 
the Snowman Sign, Dec. 22 
and 24: Deer Hand Puppet,

Dec. 29 and 31: Fire-
works Paper Cup Craft

Grow, Play and Learn
Wednesdays and Fridays 

Ages 0-2 at 9:30 a.m. 
Ages 3-5 at 10:30 a.m.

This program is provided 
by Pathways for Parents. No 
class Dec. 24 through Dec. 31 
Stories, songs and skill build-
ing, led by an Early Child-
hood Developmental trained 
staff member, guiding care-
givers in strengthening inter-
actions with their child. 

Lantern Making and 
Winter Sing-Along – 

For all ages
Tuesday, Dec. 16 
from 6 to 7 p.m.

Registration is required.
Celebrate the Winter Sol-
stice and the return of the 
sun! Participants will craft 
a wax paper lantern and il-
luminate the night sky with 
an outdoor singalong. This 
intergenerational program 
is open to all ages and craft 
materials will be provid-
ed. Please be sure to dress 
warmly for the outdoor por-
tion of this event.

Music With Mr. Liam - 
All Ages

Saturday, Dec. 13 at 9:30 a.m. 
Registration is required. 

This program is provided by 
Pathways for Parents. Join us 

for an energetic show filled 
with drums, the ukulele, 
puppets, and comedy as Mr. 
Liam (Liam Hurley) plays old 
favorites & silly parodies.

Open Lego Building - 
For grades 1-4

Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 4:30 p.m.
Registration is required. 

Show off your Lego build-
ing skills. Use Legos to build 
something awesome. Cre-
ations will be put on display 
in the Children’s Room.

Pre-K Pals - For ages 3 - 5 
Mondays in December at 

11 a.m.
This program is provid-

ed by Pathways for Parents. 
Registration is required No 
class on Monday, Dec. 29. We 
will provide activities to help 
your child to learn through 
playing. 
Special Saturday Drop-In 
Craft: 3-D Winter Orna-
ment Craft - For All Ages
Saturday, Dec. 27 - All Day

While supplies last - Drop-
in and pick up. Create snowy 
scenes you’ll be proud to dis-
play. Great for winter crafts, 
these 3D ornaments feature 
either a smiling snowman or 
cheerful reindeer. 

Stroller Strides with 
FIT4MOM - For parents & 
their child ages 1 month - 

10 years old
Saturday, Dec. 20 at 9:30 a.m.

Registration is required. 
This program is brought 
to us by FIT4MOM. Stroll-
er Strides is a 60-minute 

total-body workout with 
strength, cardio, and core 
training, all while engaging 
the little ones in a stroller.
Teen After School Drop-In 

– For grades 9-12
Tuesdays, Dec. 16, and 23 at 

2 p.m.
Stop by the library after 

school and visit the Activi-
ty Room. Play our Nintendo 
Switch, try out the button 
maker, eat snacks, or just 
hang out. No registration 
necessary. There is no Drop-
in on Dec. 30. 
Teen Take and Make Craft 

– For grades 7-12
Available now. Stop by the 

Teen Space to pick up a Take 
and Make Craft kit. They’ll 
be available until we run out 
of supplies. No registration 
necessary.

Teen Trivia Thursday – 
For grades 7-12

Thursdays, Dec. 18 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m.

Visit the Teen Space and 
answer a trivia question to 
get a small prize.

Toddler Time - 
For 19 mo. - 36 mo.

Monday, Dec. 22 at 9:30 a.m. 
Drop-in. Join us as we 

read stories, sing, and play 
together.

Winter Bingo - 
For grades K-4 

Tuesday, Dec. 30 at 6 p.m. 
Registration is required. 

Come play winter themed 
bingo. Prizes will be awarded 
every round.

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College is 
proud to recognize the fol-
lowing students who will 
complete their require-
ments for graduation at 
the end of the fall 2025 se-
mester. These members 
of the Class of 2026 were 
recognized at HCC’s third 
Fall Graduate Reception on 
Monday, Dec. 1, in the col-
lege’s Leslie Phillips Theater 

and will also be invited to 
participate in HCC’s 79th 
Commencement exercises 
at the MassMutual Center 
in Springfield, Mass., on 
May 30, 2026.

Agawam graduates: 
Lauren Parker, Karisa 

Racette, Aiden Therrien.
Feeding Hills graduates:
Krista  Borsari, Laurel 

Gielda, Amanda Hervieux, 
Noah Rivera.

HCC recognizes 
Fall 2025 graduates

COLLEGE NOTES
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Guest Column

Last week I provid-
ed you with a 
few tips on 

how to make 
a simple ev-
ergreen swag 
and wreath. 
Hopefully you 
gave it a try.  

For this col-
umn I thought 
it would be fun 
to share some fun 
facts with you, many of which 
I just learned today. You see, I 
will be working with a group 
of students tomorrow and 
wanted to have some cool 
trivia up my sleeve.  

I’ll be bringing in all the 
Christmas greens I talked 
about a week ago and will 
pass them around to each 
student: juniper, hemlock, 
fir, white pine and more ma-
terials, including rose hips, 
pine cones and holly. Read 
on to see if what I share is 
new to you, too!

For example, did you 
know that the Easter White 
Pine (Pinus strobus) is the 
tallest tree in the northeast? 
It also goes by the name “the 
Great Tree of Peace,”  due 
to the fact that five Native 
American tribes formed an 
alliance under a tall white 
pine; a neat correlation be-
cause the needles that are 
attached to the twigs are in 
groups of five.  

This tree also has a histo-
ry of being used to make ship 
masts, and for awhile the 

trees were reserved for “the 
Crown.” The great “Pine 

Tree Riot” was an act 
of defiance that 
led up to the 
American Revo-

lution!  
One oth-

er point of 
interest is that 

pine needles are edi-
ble and contain vita-

min C.   
Other materials that 

often shows up in Christmas 
decorations are pine cones. 
What I learned today is that 
the correct terminology is to 
generically call them “cones,”  
since they are only pine 
cones if they come from a 
pine tree! Logical point!  

The hard cones we use for 
decorating are female and 
their main purpose is to keep 
the naked seeds inside safe. 
They will open and close to 

Christmas decoration trivia

Elaine Lebar became 
a TikTok sensation 
at age 92 when her 

daughter Randi posted a vid-
eo of her playing “Moonlight 
Sonata” at her senior-living 
facility on the Massachusetts 
coast. At the time, Elaine had 
been living with dementia for 
nearly 10 years.

Randi Lebar said her 
mother had lost many parts 
of herself, but the music she 
began learning at age 3 was 
still there. “When she wasn’t 
playing, she was lost and 
confused, but at the piano, 
she was happy and ground-
ed,” Randi said. Elaine passed 
away in September at age 97.

Randi, a retired ortho-
pedic surgeon who lives in 

Sagamore, told us about her 
mom at the New England Pa-
tient Advocacy Conference, 
which I hosted at Ascension 
University in Worcester in 
October. And she got me to 
thinking about the power of 
music to soothe and connect 
with dementia patients.

A 2018 study found that 
music activates parts of the 
brain that are more resistant 
to diseases like Alzheimer’s, 
including the prefrontal cor-
tex. Other research has con-
sistently found that mem-
ories of music, along with 
the ability to play music, are 
often preserved longer than 
language and other memory 
skills. Yes, the brain works in 
mysterious ways.

Music therapy is wide-
ly recognized as a valuable 
non-drug therapy that can 
help manage many dementia 
symptoms, such as depres-
sion, agitation, apathy and 
anxiety. It can also encour-
age speaking and social in-
teraction and even improve 
cognitive function. Family 
members and caregivers also 
enjoy the benefits of music 
therapy because it may make 
their jobs a bit easier.

There are some 8,000 li-
censed music therapists 
around the country who 
work with people of all ages 
and abilities, including those 
with physical and cognitive 
challenges. Whether or not 
a music therapist is on staff, 
some memory-care facilities 
incorporate music into their 
care of dementia patients.

Over a decade ago, res-
idents at the Coler Mem-
ory Care Unit in New York 
were given iPods with per-
sonalized playlists. Results 
showed a decreased use of 
antipsychotic medications, 
reduced falls and fewer phys-
ical altercations, they report-
ed. Not incidentally, staff 
morale improved and the 
approach was shown to be 

Dementia patients may find peace, connection in music

Dear Rusty: 
I’m trying to figure out if 

I should change my IRS fil-
ing status to “Married – Fil-
ing Jointly” prior to getting 
reviewed for my Medicare 
Part B and Part D. 

My current IRS status 
is “Married – Filing Single” 
and I noticed this filing 
status is more stringent. I 
will be turning 62 this year 
(2025) and I’ve read that 
Medicare will review my 
income two years prior to 
turning 65. Any input would 
be appreciated. 
Signed: Uncertain Senior 

Dear Uncertain: 
Your IRS tax filing sta-

tus has no bearing on your 
eligibility for Medicare 
Part B (coverage for outpa-
tient healthcare services) 
or Medicare Part D (insur-
ance coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs). Medicare is an 
individual healthcare pro-
gram, so enrolling in Medi-
care provides coverage for 
you only, not your spouse, 
your spouse’s Medicare el-
igibility will be individually 
evaluated. 

What your IRS filing 
status may affect is the 
amount of your Medicare 
Part B and Part D pre-
miums. There is a Medi-
care provision called 
Income-Related Month-
ly Adjustment Amount, 
which sets the income 
thresholds on which your 
Medicare premiums are 
based and those thresholds 
are different if you file your 
income tax as a single or as 
“married/filing jointly.” 

The IRMAA thresh-
olds can change annual-
ly and there’s no way to 
yet determine what they 
will be when you are able 
to enroll in Medicare at 
age 65. They are current-
ly $106,000 if you file as a 
single, and $212,000 if you 
file your taxes as “married/
jointly.” If your “provisional 
income,” your combined 
income from all sources,  
exceeds the threshold for 
your filing status, you will 
pay higher than standard 
Medicare Part B and Part D 
premiums. If your income 
is lower than the thresh-
old, you will pay only what-
ever the standard Medi-
care Part B premium is for 
the year you start Medicare 
and there will be no sup-
plemental premium for 
your Part D coverage. 

For information, the IR-
MAA supplements are pro-
gressive that is, the more 
you exceed the threshold 
by, the higher your IRMAA 
premium supplement will 
be. To see the current IR-
MAA thresholds and sup-
plements again, these will 
likely change when you are 
eligible for Medicare visit  
www.cms.gov/newsroom/

fact-sheets/2025-medi-
care-parts-b-premiums-
and-deductibles.  

You are correct that 
your Medicare premium, 
when you enroll, will be 
determined by your total 
income from two years 
prior. So, if you plan to en-
roll in Medicare at age 65, 
sometime in 2028, it is your 
2026 income which will de-
termine your Part B and 
Part D premiums, and that 
income will be defined by 
your 2026 income tax re-
turn. Note, too, that Medi-
care premiums are reevalu-
ated each year, based upon 
your IRS income tax return 
from two years prior.  

FYI, there are advan-
tages to filing your income 
tax as “married/jointly” vs. 
married/filing separately 
and those are best evalu-
ated by your tax advisor. 
We are not tax advisors 
here at the AMAC Foun-
dation. And while it’s true 
that the IRMAA thresholds 
are higher when you file as 
“married/jointly,” it’s also 
true that your total income 
as a married couple will be 
used when determining 
your IRMAA premiums for 
Medicare. So, once again, it 
is probably best to consult 
with a qualified income tax 
advisor for guidance on 
whether it is best, finan-
cially, for you to change 
how you file your income 
tax in 2026, considering 
that you will be enrolling 
in Medicare in 2028. 

One final thing: If you 
are still working and have 
“creditable” healthcare 
coverage from your em-
ployer, “creditable” is a 
group plan with at least 20 
participants, then you can 
delay enrolling in Medicare 
until your employer cover-
age ends thus temporarily 
avoiding the Medicare pre-
miums. In other words, if 
you have creditable health-
care coverage from an em-
ployer, you don’t have to 
enroll in Medicare imme-
diately at age 65. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on 
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local 
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the 
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered for 

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the 
Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

About tax filing status 
and Medicare
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OpinionOpinion
Not all mountains we climb are the same: When life and mountains meet

With wind chills in 
the negative sin-
gle digits, it was 

a blustery and viewless day 
on Mt. Pierce in the White 
Mountains of New Hamp-
shire last Saturday. But our 
hike wasn’t about the views. 

It was about rising to 
meet the mountain. Feeling 
our legs burn and our hearts 
race. Experiencing a rush of 
adrenaline as we fought the 
intense wind above tree line. 
Finding our way to the very 
top in a cloud so dense that 
the snowy ground and white 
sky seemed as one. 

Last weekend was about 
allowing ourselves a distrac-
tion in the face of unimag-
inable pain. Accepting the 
peace and strength that the 
mountains impart. Granting 
ourselves permission to feel 
joy… and not feel guilty for 
doing so.

It was a weekend of letting 

go. Allowing the mountain 
peaks to captivate us. Inspire 
us. Humble us. 

After Saturday’s adrena-
line-racing adventure on Mt. 
Pierce, I was excited to see 
snow in the forecast for our 
hike on Sunday. For someone 
who will never stop believing 
that snow is magical, I felt 
like an excited 6-year old.

Which is why I was dis-
appointed when we awoke 
on Sunday morning, looked 
out the window of the mo-
tel room, and saw rain rath-
er than snow. “Maybe it will 
stop raining by the time we 
get to the trailhead,” I said 
hopefully.

There was a heavy over-
cast when we arrived at the 
trailhead, but at least it had 
stopped raining. With no il-
lusions that we’d get a view 
from the summit of Mt. Cube, 
upward we went. And as ex-
pected, the summit was en-
cased in a cloud. No matter. 
At least it wasn’t raining.

We had just started mak-
ing our way down from the 
summit when Tom said, 
“Well it looks like you’re get-
ting your wish!”

I was so focused on foot 
placement as I carefully 
navigated the steep, ice-cov-
ered ledges, that I didn’t 
notice it had started snow-
ing! I stopped, looked up 
to the heavens, and felt the 
soft cold kisses of dozens of 
snowflakes landing on my 
upturned face. Intent on lin-
gering, Tom and I found a rel-
atively flat ledge and laid out 
our sit pad.

For half an hour, we sat 
with our legs stretched out 

on the wet granite, sipping 
steaming hot cider from our 
old green Stanley thermos. 
Staring at the snow and 
ice-covered trees against the 
backdrop of a ghostly sky. 
Watching the snow swirl and 
dance with each gust of wind. 
Feeling cold flakes lick our 
eyelashes. Hearing the faint 
whisper of flakes landing on 
snow-laden branches.

This moment was in stark 
contrast to the adrenaline 
rush we had experienced on 
Mt. Pierce the previous day... 
when the wind raged angrily 
in ragged gusts and the cold 
was so harsh it stung.

This was softer. Calmer. 
It was a reminder that, in 

life, we are handed both. The 

smooth and the rough. The 
quiet and the loud. The rag-
ing and the calm. And each 
one can hold sadness and joy 
at exactly the same time. 

If I’m being honest, it feels 
wrong to find joy in these 
mountains when our 2-year-
old granddaughter is in the 
fight of her life against the 
single deadliest form of pedi-
atric brain cancer. But some-
times we need time to exhale. 
To physically distance our-
selves from the pain… while 
still holding it in our hearts. 

We’re living in a season 
of extremes. Of conflicting 
emotions that are confusing 
to process. From the highest 
of highs to the lowest of lows. 
And it’s hard to validate one, 

at what seems like the ex-
pense of the other. 

But if this cancer journey 
is teaching me anything, it’s 
that a heart can hold deep 
despair-and equally-deep 
joy at precisely the same mo-
ment. 

I can be crippled by sad-
ness one minute and smiling 
with joy the next. I can be 
consumed with fear one min-
ute and filled with hope the 
next. And I’m learning that 
that’s okay. 

I’m learning to accept that 
peace CAN exist in the mid-
dle of chaos. We just need to 
open our eyes wide enough 
to find it. 

For those who have asked 
about Charlotte, thank you. 
The monthly immunother-
apy treatments are keeping 
her tumor stable. She is fight-
ing like a warrior, and we are 
grateful for every precious 
moment that we get to be 
with her. 

Onward.

maintain proper humidity 
levels. 

Some close so tight that 
they need the heat of a 
wild fire to have them open 
enough to drop their seeds! 
Cones can stay on a tree up 
to 10 years without falling off.  

The kids will find it funny 
that dinosaurs even ate pine 
cones, the Parasaurolophus, 
to be exact! These trees be-
long to a group of plants 
called Gymnosperms, that 
have indeed been around 
since prehistoric times.

Many of our favorite 
Christmas trees are Fir trees 
(Abies spp.), with the Balsam 
Fir being one of the most 
common. Firs have needles 
that are soft and flat, and 
attached to twigs one by 
one, versus the pine that we 
learned attach in clusters.  

An average, it takes about 
seven years to grow a decent 
size Christmas tree. Accord-
ing to my research, the first 
Christmas tree was in Latvia 
in the year 1510.  

By the early 1800’s Ger-

man and Irish immigrants 
had brought the custom to 
America but it still took some 
time for it to catch hold.  

Juniper (Juniperus spp.) 
is another evergreen that of-
ten makes its way into our 
Christmas wreaths and ar-
rangements. The species can 
produce greenery that is ei-
ther smooth or picky.  

One of the biggest draws 
to using juniper is that is 
smells nice and often has at-
tractive waxy looking berries 
along with the foliage. It was 
interesting to learn that these 
berries are actually cones.  

The seeds are protected 
well within the tough outer 
coating and can pass through 
an animal’s digestive tract in-
tact. That way the seeds can 
be dispersed far and wide – 
wherever the animal is trav-
eling, I guess!

I’ve done complete arti-
cles on Holly (Ilex spp.) be-
fore, but I did learn a few new 
interesting tidbits with this 
most recent bout of research. 
The plant has a unique de-
fense mechanism.  

Lower foliage is extra 

spiny to reduce deer from 
browsing. Upper foliage is 
not nearly as spiny. There are 
chemicals in holly berries 
that make the berries un-
palatable to birds and other 
wildlife at first, but as winter 
goes on they begin to taste a 
little better.  

Still the birds only eat a 
few at a time thereby dispers-
ing seeds at various rates and 
locales. I think all of this is so 
interesting and so carefully 
orchestrated to continue the 
species!

Well, I hope my research 
has been entertaining, and 
I do hope that the students 
enjoy my show and tell to-
morrow!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. A type of solution
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. They precede C
 17. A way to compare
 19. Government lawyer
 20. “Game of Thrones” 

actor Ciaran
 22. The eighth month 

(abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex Machina
 26. Makes happy
 28. Type of berry
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular Dodge truck 

model
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. Influential German 

psychologist
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic
 44. You can get stuck 

in one
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Fiber optics network
 48. Group of blood 

disorders (abbr.)
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom layer
 55. Sound
 56. MLB legend Hank
 58. Very attractive 

person
 59. Late beloved 

sportscaster Craig
 60. South Dakota
 61. Mocking
 64. Symbol for gold
 65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl

 70. Preliminary patient 
assessment

CLUES DOWN
  1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Necklace material
  4. Containers
  5. A way to save for your 

future
  6. Colorado Heisman 

winner Rashaan
  7. Dipped down
  8. Head injury (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. Opposite of yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Spiritual leader of Islam
 15. Businesslike
 18. Not in
 21. Number above the line 

in a fraction
 24. An animal with its own 

day
 26. Pouch

 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start over
 32. Field flowers
 35. Fourteen
 37. A visual way to interact 

with a computer
 38. Up-to-date
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk Empire” 

actress Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of 

property
 47. Supporter of the Pope
 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. One who’s faking it
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. A form of dance
 63. Automobile
 66. The man
 68. Justice Dept. head 

honcho

highly cost-effective.
There are two main types 

of music therapy.
• Active: Playing an in-

strument – even simple per-
cussion instruments – and 
singing appear to be most 
effective for reducing depres-
sive symptoms and improv-
ing cognition.

• Receptive: Just listening 
to music seems to reduce ag-
itation and may be more suit-
able for patients in advanced 
stages of dementia.

While a structured music 
therapy program may in-
volve weekly lessons, art ac-
tivities and guided listening, 
you don’t need to be a music 
therapist to try music to help 
a loved one with dementia.

Here are some recommen-
dations and caveats:

Results may vary. De-
mentia patients are all in-
dividuals, and they may not 
respond in the same way to 
music. The stage of their dis-
ease, personal preferences 

and cultural background can 
impact a patient’s receptivity.

Introduce it gradually. 
Experiment with an hour of 
music at different times of 
the day. You may find that 
evening or bedtime is best 
because many patients ex-
perience “sundowner” syn-
drome, which tends to in-
crease agitation and anxiety.

Personalization seems to 
provide the best outcomes. 
Did your loved one play an 
instrument? You could see 
if their muscle memory will 
let them play it. Otherwise, 
think about the kinds of mu-
sic they enjoyed before their 
illness and prepare playlists 
just for them. Some baby 
boomers today may enjoy 
some soft rock more than 
classical.

Be wary of loud or fast-
paced music. This can in-
crease the agitation that 
you’re trying to reduce.

Observe the effects. Music 
may prompt a loved one to 
reminisce, improving their 
sense of self.

Remember that, as of yet 
anyway, there’s no cure for 
Alzheimer’s and other forms 
of dementia. All you can hope 
for, really, is a calmer, happier 
loved one who is perhaps re-
living some fond memories 
or emotions.

As Randi said, “If it were 
not for her music, my mom 
would have just be another 
lost little old lady.”

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, 
R.N., a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical 
professionals to become suc-
cessful private patient advo-
cates.  A Monson, MA resident, 
she is the author of “How to 
Be a Healthcare Advocate for 
Yourself & Your Loved Ones” 
and her new book, “Advocat-
ing Well: Strategies for Finding 
Strength and Understanding 
in Health Care,” available at 
Amazon.com.   Contact her at 
Teri@NurseAdvocateEntre-
preneur.com to set up a free 
phone consultation. CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 8
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Send Us Your Photos!
Email: aan@turley.com



Page 6     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     December 11, 2025

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

Turley’s Henry, Peterson recognized for work by PVSOA
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

LUDLOW – For nearly 
20 years, two people have 
anchored the sports depart-
ment at Turley Publications.

When you think of sports 
in the Journal Register, Sen-
tinel News, Agawam Adver-
tiser, or Ware River News, 
you think of David Henry and 
Tim Peterson.

Both have been members 
of the Turley Sports staff for 
almost two decades, cover-
ing every sport offered by the 
Massachusetts Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association, and 
connecting with thousands 
of athletes over the course of 
their careers.

Their job has been to 
see that the deserving stu-
dent-athletes who work 
hard and achieve milestones, 
league titles, Western Mass. 

titles, and college success get 
recognized by their commu-
nities.

Last Friday night, it was 
their turn to be recognized 
for their dedicated work.

The Pioneer Valley Soccer 
Officials Association award-
ed Henry and Peterson with 
Letters of Commendation.

The PVSOA, which held 
its awards banquet at the 
Ludlow Polish-American 
Club on Dec. 5, recognized 
the pair for their dedicated 
service of reporting and pho-
tographing boys and girls 
soccer, impacting multiple 
communities throughout the 
region.

The PVSOA Awards Com-
mittee believed their long-
time service at Turley Publi-
cations was deserving of the 
letters.

Peterson had a more con-
ventional background in 

sports journalism. He par-
ticipated in his high school 
newspaper at Oxford High 
School and went on to work 
at the Southbridge Evening 
News. 

In 2007, he transitioned to 
being a freelance writer for 
Turley Publications. At first, 
Peterson had an established 
rapport in the Palmer-Mon-
son and Ludlow-Belcher-
town areas. But in recent 
years, readers can find Peter-
son in almost any one of the 
towns in Turley’s 11-newspa-
per, 17-high school coverage 
zone.

“I really enjoy it,” Peter-
son said. “I just love cover-
ing sports and I really enjoy 
watching high school soccer.”

Peterson also named 
baseball as one of his favor-
ite sports to cover. Peterson, 

Pioneer Valley Soccer Officials 
Association hold 79th awards banquet

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

LUDLOW – There are 
multiple soccer officials as-
sociations throughout the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, all which are re-
sponsible for the recruiting, 
training, assigning, and eval-
uating of soccer referees that 
do high school games, as well 
as some youth leagues.

The Pioneers Valley Soc-
cer Officials Association is 
the only organization is that 
is still doing awards ban-
quets, recognizing athletes, 
its members for longtime 
service, and contributors to 
the soccer community.

Last Friday night at the 
Ludlow Polish American 
Club, the 79th iteration of 
the awards banquet was held 
and the same positive vibe 
could be felt in the room as 
the PVSOA gave out their 
sportsmanship awards, most 
valuable players, and other 
miscellaneous awards for 
service, contributions and 
dedication to the soccer 
community at large.

James Duggan, who was 
the master of ceremonies at 
last Friday’s banquet, said he 
thinks its amazing that the 
PVSOA is still going strong 
with its banquet.

“You are all a part of his-
tory,” Duggan told the award 
winners. “Our program gets 
bigger every year as we have 
the entire history of our 
awards in that program.”

Chief among the recog-
nized people at the ban-
quet are the sportsmanship 
awards. Coaches like Eric 
Degnan of Monson girls soc-
cer and Tom Rivet of Chicop-
ee boys soccer, both of whom 
were present at this year’s 
awards ceremony for other 
recognition, often said the 
sportsmanship awards for 
their teams were huge hon-
ors.

Degnan, who recent-
ly retired from coaching, 
said making sure his teams 
showed exemplary sports-
manship was even more im-
portant than winning league 
titles, and multiple sectional 
and state championships. 
Degnan has received nine 
sportsmanship awards from 
the PVSOA, all with Monson.

Rivet has three from the 
group. Two came with Chi-
copee boys soccer and one 
with East Longmeadow.

PVSOA   ❙   page ?

BANQUET   ❙   page ?

Turley Publications Sports writer Tim Peterson and photographer David Henry were recognized last 
Friday night at the Pioneer Valley Soccer Officials Association. The are pictured with PVSOA member 
Joe Santos. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Joe Santos was the Downie Award winner this year. He stands 
with James Duggan.

David DelBuono, the outgoing PVSOA President, was inducted 
into the Massachusetts Interscholastic Soccer Officials 
Association. He was recognized at the PVSOA banquet for that 
accomplishment by James Duggan.

Reid Savoie receives a service award from David DelBuono.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

AHS alum Stratton named new 
coach of Ludlow girls basketball

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – After serving 
as an assistant varsity coach 
and a junior varsity coach for 
the Ludlow girls’ basketball 
team during the past sever-
al years, Samatha Stratton is 
ready to take the next step up 
the coaching ladder.

Stratton, who was a three-
sport athlete at Agawam 
High School, was named as 
the new Lady Lions varsity 
basketball coach in October.

“One of my goals has al-
ways been to become a var-
sity basketball coach and 
I’m excited about coaching 
the Ludlow girls’ varsity bas-
ketball team,” said Stratton 
during a recent interview. “I 
started my coaching career 
here at Ludlow High School 
as an assistant varsity coach 
under Tim Brillo. I’ve been 
coaching the junior varsi-
ty team the past couple of 
years.”

Stratton, who graduated 
from Springfield College, is a 
physical education teacher at 
Agawam Junior High School. 
She replaces Ava Adamopou-
los as the Lady Lions varsity 
basketball coach.

Brillo retired from coach-
ing following the 2022-23 
season, but is still the Ludlow 
Athletic Director.

Just like any other coach, 
Stratton was a little bit ner-
vous before being inter-
viewed for the coaching 
position, but she was very fa-
miliar with everybody in the 
room.

“When I walked into the 
interview room, I was ner-
vous because I wanted to do 
well, but I was very comfort-
able,” she said. “I was inter-
viewed by a student athlete, 
the athletic trainer (Ashley 
Mourao), the boys’ varsity 
coach (C.W. Zimmer), and 
Mr. Brillo. I’m very passion-
ate about basketball and 
coaching. I treated it like any 
other job interview and I was 
prepared.”

Stratton has been an as-
sistant junior varsity softball 
coach at her alma mater un-
der Tim Murphy, who’s also 
the Agawam girls’ varsity bas-
ketball coach. She has also 
been an assistant coach for 
the East Longmeadow varsi-
ty softball team under head 
coach Jenna Parks during the 
past couple of years.    

“Being an assistant var-
sity softball coach at East 
Longmeadow has been an 

amazing experience,” Strat-
ton said. “Jenna Parks is an 
incredible softball coach, 
and I’ve loved working with 
her. I’m very excited about 
becoming a varsity basket-
ball coach.” 

Since becoming the Lady 
Lions varsity coach, Stratton 
has received plenty of sup-
port from Zimmer, who has 
been coaching the boys’ var-
sity team for more than five 
years.

“Coach Zimmer has been 
amazing,” Stratton said. “He 
has taken me under his wing 
and has been very helpful 
during the past couple of 
weeks. If I have any ques-
tions, I know that I can ask 
him or Mr. Brillo.”   

Just like at every other 
high school in Massachu-
setts, Stratton held her first 
official practice of the bas-
ketball season on Dec. 1.

Since she has been the 
junior varsity coach during 
the past few years, Stratton 
didn’t have to introduce her-
self to the players on the first 
day of practice.

“We had a lot of eighth 

graders on the junior varsity 
team last year, and they’ll be 
freshman this year. I already 
know most of the players,” 
Stratton said. “I just want 
the players to do their best at 
try-outs. I’m hoping that we 
have between ten or twelve 
players on both basketball 
teams.”

Stratton played soccer, 
basketball, and softball at 
Agawam High School.

“I loved playing all three 
sports in high school, “Strat-
ton said. “Basketball has al-
ways been my favorite sport. 
My grandfather coached 
basketball at Classical High 
School in Springfield. My fa-
ther coached my youth bas-
ketball teams. I’m following 
in their footsteps and they’re 
my mentors”

Her father, Dave Strat-
ton, retired as the Agawam 
Athletic Director a couple of 
years ago. 

The Lady Lions, who are 
members of the Franklin 
West Division, are scheduled 
to tip-off the 2025-26 regular 
season at Amherst, who’s a 

STRATTON   ❙   page ?

Samantha Stratton, a graduate of Agawam High School, will be 
the new varsity coach of Ludlow High School girls basketball. 
Stratton was previously the JV coach.

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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especially over the past 
several years, has had no 
shortage of exciting compe-
tition to cover. He’s been at 
most major championship 
games in Turley’s coverage 
area, and even enjoys trav-
eling around the state to 
schools he has never been 
to thanks to the state’s new 
tournament format.

Peterson was not even 
taking much of a break at 
the PVSOA banquet, for-
going receiving too much 
recognition, and focusing 
his attention on the award 
winners at the event (see 
related stories).

Henry did not have a typ-
ical path to becoming Tur-
ley’s longstanding sports 
photographer since 2006.

He had a more than 
30-years career in the mili-
tary in the United States Air 
Force. He spent many of his 
years working as a mechan-
ic at Westover Air Reserve 
Base right in his hometown 
of Chicopee.

But he also spent some 
of his time overseas during 
his early days in the mili-
tary.

“I bought my first SLR 
while I was in Thailand,” 
Henry said. He was looking 
to capture moments from 
his tours in foreign places 
and began taking pictures.

He eventually built his 
own dark room at his home. 
But he did not do too much 
more with photography 
until digital became more 
prevalent and he was en-
couraged to apply to the 
Chicopee Register follow-

ing his retirement from the 
military in 2006.

He was put in contact 
with then-sports Editor Lou 
Zoldy, and has been a fix-
ture with Turley Sports ever 
since. Additionally, over the 
years, his non-sports pho-
to spreads have also been 
a huge support for Turley’s 
mission of capturing the big 
events in the communities. 
Among other things, he has 
covered the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Holyoke for many 
years, and has done many 
photo spreads in Agawam, 
Holyoke, and Chicopee in 
recent years.

In accepting their let-
ters of commendation, 
both thanked the PVSOA 
for recognizing their work. 
Henry recognized the stu-
dent-athletes and their 
accomplishments as what 

has found him the most en-
joyment in the work he has 
done for the past 20 years.

Turley Sports is dedi-
cated to the coverage of 
high school sports with a 
boots-on-the-ground type 
of approach, attending as 
many events as possible 
with photo or story cover-
age. Both Henry and Peter-
son’s loyalty to Turley and 
to the student-athletes in 
the region personify the ap-
proach and the pursuit of 
that mission.

Peterson was just the 
third writer to be recog-
nized by the PVSOA while 
Henry became the first 
photographer to receive 
a letter of commendation 
from the organization. The 
PVSOA has been awarding 
letters of commendation 
since 1979.

PVSOA   ❚   from page 6

Outgoing President David 
DelBuono, who received an 
award, emphasized the im-
portance of holding the an-
nual event.

He said he appreciated 
the hard work of all the offi-
cials who continue to work 

hard for the student-athletes 
on the playing field.

The event was attended 
by family and friends of the 
awardees along with several 
recognizable faces who have 
served as officials for many 
years.

Duggan said he is looking 
forward to having everyone 

back next years for the 80th 
years of the awards. The ban-
quet was established in 1946.

The PVSOA recognizes 
individuals with the Jimmie 
Downie and Larry E. Briggs 
Awards as well as plaques 
given to referees who had 
achieved milestone years of 
service.

BANQUET   ❚   from page 6

league opponent, on Decem-
ber 11. Their home opener 
is slated for December 16 
against Granby, which is an-
other league game.

The other members of the 
Franklin West Division are 
Sci-Tech, Ware, Monson, and 
Palmer.

“I think we’re in a very 
competitive league and we 
don’t have to travel very far,” 

Stratton said. “I just want the 
players to enjoy playing bas-
ketball like I did when I was 
in high school.”

The Lady Lions, who went 
6-14 a year ago, will be fac-
ing their league opponents 
twice during the regular sea-
son. Their non-league oppo-
nents are Mount Greylock, 
West Springfield, Monument 
Mountain, East Longmead-
ow, and Hopkins Academy.

Agawam High School isn’t 

listed on the Lady Lions reg-
ular season schedule.

The Lady Lions assistant 
varsity coach is Danielle 
Stratton, Sam’s sister.

“Danielle has been my 
assistant coach since I’ve 
been coaching the j.v. team,” 
Sam Stratton said. “She also 
played basketball at Agawam 
and it’s nice having her opin-
ions on different things. We 
get along very well, and we 
rarely argue with each other.” 

STRATTON   ❚   from page 6
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Agawam Advertiser News seeks Experienced 
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stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo
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24 Water St.

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to

gscibelli@turley.com
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SportsSports
Worcester Railers comeback falls short against Royals

R E A D I N G , 
PA  –  The  Worcester Railers 
HC (9-9-1-1, 20 pts) fell to the 
Reading Royals (10-9-2-0, 22 
pts) on Saturday, December 
6th, with a final score of 4-5 
in front of a crowd of 3,494 
at the Santander Arena. The 
Railers are back in action on 
Wednesday night agains the 
Adirondack Thunder at will 
take on the Royals again on 
home ice on January 14th at 
7:05 p.m. EST.

Reading struck first with 
an early goal, scored by Mas-
simo Rizzo (1-2-3), assisted 
by Nolan Burke (1-1-2) and 
Carter Berger (0-2-2) at 4:09 
in the first. The Royals extend-
ed their scoring streak to two 
goals, the second added by 
Jeremy Michel (1-0-1), assist-
ed by Rizzo and Ben Meehan 
(0-1-1) at 15:45 in the first (0-
2). Worcester answered with 

a power play tally of their 
own at 17:46, scored by Gleb 
Veremyev (1-0-1), assisted by 
Anthony Callin (0-1-1) and 
Drew Callin (0-1-1) (1-2). 
Reading bookended the first 
period with their third goal of 
the night from Burke, assisted 
by Rizzo and Berger at 19:24. 
Reading grabbed the only goal 
in the second period, a tipped 
shot from Robbie Stucker 
(0-1-1), redirected by Nick 
Capone (1-0-1), also assisted 
by Artem Kulakov (0-1-1) at 
7:46. A final Reading goal was 
scored by Kyle Haskins (1-0-1) 
at 2:54 in the third. Worces-
ter answered the Royals’ fifth 
goal with three goals in the 
second half of the period. The 
first by Matt DeMelis (1-1-2) 
(2-5), the second by Anthony 
Repaci (1-1-2) (3-5), and the 
third by Lincoln Hatten (1-1-
2) (4-5). The clock ran out just 

as Worcester pushed for their 
goal to tie the game and force 
overtime, but the game ended 
in a 5-4 Royals’ victory. 

Reading opened the game 
with an early lead at 4:09. 
Royal’s for-
ward Mas-
simo Riz-
zo (4th) 
t u c k e d 
t h e 
p u c k 
in be-
tween the 
pipe and 
left skate of 
Parker Gaha-
gen (0-1). Read-
ing stretched their 
lead to two goals with 
a score from Jeremy Michel 
(1st) at 15:45 (0-2). A chance 
for the Railers to narrow the 
gap came late in the period 
as they went on their third 

power play of the night, which 
opened the ice for Anthony 
Callin to feed a pass from be-
hind the net to Gleb Veremy-
ev (2nd) for Worcester’s first 
goal at 17:46 (1-2). T.J. Walsh 

headed to 
the box 
shortly 
after the 

tally for 
h o l di n g , 

which put 
Reading on 
their first 
power play 
of the night. 

Nolan Burke 
(3rd) nabbed a 

goal for the Royals 
28 seconds into Walsh’s 

penalty to re-establish their 
two-goal lead. Shots on goal 
were 12-16 in favor of Read-
ing. 

The Royals’ fourth goal 

of the night came just over a 
third of the way through the 
second period from forward 
Nick Capone (2nd). Worces-
ter played the period on the 
defensive and found them-
selves down a man on two 
separate occasions. Neither 
penalty resulted in a Royals 
goal, but Capone’s scored 
soon after the clock ran out 
on Riley Ginnell’s time served 
for high-sticking. Worces-
ter was kept off of the board 
in the second which left the 
score at 4-1 Reading to close 
the second. Worcester trailed 
in shots on goal with nine to 
Reading’s 12. Reading was as-
sessed one penalty served by 
Ben Meehan. 

As play resumed in the 
third, Worcester worked to 
cut into the Royals three-
goal lead, turned four as Kyle 
Haskins (5th) added anoth-

er to Reading’s tally for the 
evening at 2:54. Worcester 
opened the floodgates on 
Reading’s net and scored 
three times in the second half 
of the period. Matt DeMelis 
scored an even strength goal 
at the 12:41 mark to make it 
a three-goal game. Worcester 
then called its timeout and 
pulled goaltender Thomas 
Gale to give the team an extra 
attacker. Repaci (6th) (3-5), 
and Hatten (8th) (4-5) each 
added their own goals with 
the extra-attacker on to get 
back to within one. Despite 
their offensive push across 
the final 2:30 of the third, 
Worcester fell short by one as 
the final horn sounded. The fi-
nal score was 5-4 Reading. Fi-
nal shots were 41-35 Worces-
ter, and final penalties were 
six for the Royals and three 
for the Railers. 

T-Birds get big win over Providence Bruins
PROVIDENCE, R.I. - The 

Springfield Thunderbirds 
(6-11-3-2) rode an other-
worldly performance from 
their goalie to a 3-1 win 
over the Providence Bruins 
(17-5-0-0) on Sunday inside 
Amica Mutual Pavilion. 

Vadim Zherenko had the 
busiest first period of any-
body in the building, as the 
T-Birds goaltender was sub-
jected to 15 attempts in a 
furious first-period push by 
the Bruins. Zherenko stood 
his ground, relenting only 
a power-play one-timer to 
Georgii Merkulov.

However, before Merku-

lov broke through, the 
T-Birds used their first shot 
on net of the day to get a 
fortuitous bounce and a 1-0 
lead as Matthew Peca threw 
a puck off the legs of Hunt-
er Skinner and through Mi-
chael DiPietro at 6:20 of the 
first period.

Providence wound up 
outshooting Springfield by 
a 15-2 margin in the open-
ing frame, but the T-Birds 
responded with a great start 
to the second, as Chris Wag-
ner found open space in the 
low slot and wired a perfect 
wrist shot over DiPietro’s 
glove at 2:04, off a great find 

from Nikita Susuev. 
The T-Birds played a 

much more balanced sec-
ond period, limiting Provi-
dence’s high-danger chanc-
es and allowing Zherenko 
clear sight lines to deny all 
11 Bruins shots that did 
reach the net. 

The pressure only inten-
sified in the final 20 min-
utes for Zherenko, as the 
Providence attack emptied 
the tank on the Springfield 
goal mouth with 20 shots 
on net in the final period, 
but “Big Z” had responses 
every single time, includ-
ing a highlight-reel denial 

of Christian Wolanin on a 
one-timer from the right-
wing circle in the closing 
minutes. 

Sam Stange eventually 
gave the T-Birds a breath 
with an empty-netter with 
less than 30 seconds to play 
to usher the visitors to a 
victory. Zherenko complet-
ed his masterpiece with 45 
stops.

The T-Birds are back on 
the ice next Saturday, Dec. 
13, as they pay a visit to 
Utica to take on the Com-
ets; puck drop is set for 7:00 
p.m. at Adirondack Bank 
Center.

Cougars earn victory 
against Northern Essez

HOLYOKE – Women’s 
basketball got back to their 
winning ways on Thursday 
night, earning a 65-59 home 
victory over regional oppo-
nent Northern Essex CC. The 
Lady Cougars dominated 
early on, scoring 38 points 
in the first half to take a 
17-point lead into halftime. 
Holyoke was able to hold off 
a strong second-half push 
from their opposition on 
their way to the win

Johanys An-
drades  (Springfield, MA / 
Putnam Vocational Tech-

nical HS)  played brilliantly 
for the Cougars, leading the 
team in points, rebounds and 
assists. Andrades scored a 
season-high 21 points while 
grabbing nine rebounds and 
dishing eight assists. Emily 
McGrail  (Ware, MA / Ware 
HS)  had a team-high four 
blocks for Holyoke and was 
second in points with nine. 

Women’s basketball is in 
second place in the New En-
gland standings with a 3-1 
regional record. They are 4-3 
overall and 4-1 versus NJ-
CAA opponents.
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the 
Agawam Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing 
at the Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main St., Agawam, MA. on 
Monday, December 22, 2025 at 

6:30PM for all parties interest-
ed in the request of Chris Auto 
South, which is seeking a Special 
Permit in accordance with the 
Town of Agawam’s Zoning Ordi-
nances, Ch. 180-55 (35) and Ch. 
114-5 to allow the petitioner to 
seek a Class II auto sales license 
for the increase of vehicles on the 
premises identified as 207 Main 
Street.

Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson
Agawam Zoning 

Board of Appeals
12/04, 12/11/2025

AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the 

Agawam Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing 
at  the Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main St., Agawam, MA. on 
Monday, December 22, 2025 at 
7PM for all parties interested in 
the request of Carl Pickett, who 
is seeking a Special Permit in ac-
cordance with the Town of Aga-
wam’s Zoning Ordinances, Ch. 
180-62 to allow for the keeping 
of hens at the premises identified 
as 729 Silver Street.                                             

Doreen A. Prouty
Chairperson

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals 

12/04, 12/11/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25P0699EA

Estate of: 
Frederick Blair

Date of Death: 03/13/2023
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE BY A PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Sale of Real 

Estate has been filed by: John 

J Ferriter of Holyoke, MA 
requesting that the court autho-
rize the Personal Representative 
to sell the decedent’s real estate 
at a private sale. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objec-
tion at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
12/29/2025. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

Wi t n e s s ,  B a r b a r a  M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 25, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani, 
Register of Probate

12/11/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD25P2476PM 
In the matter of:
John Bryant, Jr. 

Of: Agawam, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER 
PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 190B, 

§5-304 & §5-405
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by Todd 
Bryant of East Longmeadow, 
MA in the above captioned mat-
ter alleging that John Bryant, 
Jr. is in need of a Conservator 
or other protective order and 
requesting that Todd Bryant 
of East Longmeadow, MA (or 
some other suitable person) be 
appointed as Conservator to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-

posed conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court. 

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
12/24/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M. 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 26, 2025 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/11/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No.

 HD20P0752PM
In the Interests of: 

Agnes Bulifant 
Of: Agawam, MA
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR 

REMOVAL OF A 
CONSERVATOR  

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by: 
Bolaji Mustapha of Agawam, 
MA in the above captioned mat-
ter requesting that the court: 
Remove the Conservator of the 
Respondent

The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that the 
Guardian and/or Conservator 
should be allowed to resign; 

or should be removed for good 
cause; or that the Guardianship 
and/or Conservatorship is no 
longer necessary and therefore 
should be terminated. The orig-
inal petition is on file with the 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
12/22/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or finan-
cial affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may 
make this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 20, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/11/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD24P1023EA 

Estate of: 
Victor Michael Joseph

Date of Death: 11/03/2023 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of 

Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Frank Kenney 
of Springfield, MA requesting 
that the court requesting that the 
court enter a formal Decree of 
Complete Settlement including 
the allowance of a final account, 
a determination of testacy and 
heirs at law and other such 
relief as may be requested in the 

Petition. . 
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
01/07/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 28, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/11/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P2446EA
Estate of: 

Michelle M Littlefield
Date of Death: 

October 1, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Alexander Lit-
tlefield  of Feeding Hills, MA. 

Alexander Littlefield of 
Feeding Hills, MAhas been in-
formally appointed as the Person-
al Representative of the estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
12/11/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES
New Year’s will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of Dec. 29, 2025 - Jan. 2, 2026:
Friday, December 26 at 2 PM for January 1 issue

• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times
• Agawam Advertiser News 

Monday, December 29 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
• Sentinel • The Journal Register

• Ware River News • Barre Gazette
Tuesday, December 30 at 2 PM for January 2 issue

• Quaboag Current • Town Reminder 
• The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Agawam Advertiser News
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
 413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for

 outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state license. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. T

ext/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 

Work done at your home.
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

TUNE-UPS

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Classified Advertising
DEADLINE

MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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Santa Sprint to support 
Holyoke Pride Dec. 13

HOLYOKE — Holyoke 
Pride will launch the city’s 
first-ever Santa Sprint on Sat-
urday, Dec. 13. Registration 
opens at 10 a.m. at De La Luz 
Soundstage, located at 114 
Race Street, and the spirited 
dash will follow the scenic 
Canalwalk on Race Street. 
Racers—ages 18 and older—
will run, walk, or strut in San-
ta gear from Euphorium Dis-
pensary to The Cubit building, 
raising support for Holyoke 
Pride’s growing series of June 
events culminating in the 
2026 PrideFest on June 27.

Participants can register 
online now at holyokepride.
org for a Starting Line Pass, 
available on a sliding scale 
donation beginning at $20, 
granting entry into the race 
and helping to fund Holyoke 
Pride programming. Those 
who want to support without 
running can choose a Cheer 
Squad Pass, which allows 

spectators or remote sup-
porters to donate any 

amount to benefit Holyoke 
Pride. The Santa Sprint is free 
to attend, and community 
members are encouraged to 
line the route and cheer.

“This event brings together 
everything that makes Holy-
oke special—community, joy, 
and the commitment to show 
up for one another,” said Holy-
oke City Councilor, and Pride 
Committee member, Juan 
Anderson-Burgos. “The Santa 
Sprint is a fun way to welcome 
the holiday season while sup-
porting Pride and the work it 
takes to create meaningful, 
inclusive celebrations for ev-
eryone.”

Holyoke Pride and the 
Santa Sprint is sponsored 
by Holyoke Art, a nonprofit 
strengthening Holyoke’s cre-
ative and cultural ecosystem. 
Through its fiscal sponsor-
ship program, Holyoke Art 
provides administrative and 
financial support to grass-
roots initiatives like Holyoke 
Pride, helping community-led 
events thrive.

To help make this first-ev-
er Santa Sprint unforgetta-
ble, both runners and specta-
tors are encouraged to dress 
in their most festive Santa 
outfits—beards, hats, bells, 
and bright red everything—
to fill the Canalwalk with 
holiday spirit and communi-
ty pride. For race details, reg-
istration, or donations, visit 

holyokepride.org.

Children’s Museum announces return of ‘Penguin Plunge’
WESTFIELD – Amelia 

Park Children’s Museum 
announces the return of the 
Penguin Plunge to be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 24, 2026, 
at 1 p.m. at Hampton Ponds 
State Park, Westfield MA. 
Check-in begins at 11:30 
a.m. Proceeds from the Pen-
guin Plunge will benefit the 
museum.

“The Penguin Plunge is 
a long-standing tradition in 
Westfield. We are very ex-
cited that we’re able to host 
the Penguin Plunge in 2026.” 
said Diane Chambers, Ex-
ecutive Director of the mu-
seum.    “We want to make 
this event a Plunge for the 
record books!” A member of 
the founding board, Cham-
bers, explains that interest 
in the museum is at an all-
time high. “We are seeing a 
tremendous increase in the 

number of visitors we serve. 
Please join us as we work 
to enhance our facility and 
programs to continue serv-
ing our community’s grow-
ing needs.” Through 
the years par-
ticipants and 
sponsors of 
the Plunge 
h a v e 
helped to 
raise over 
$370,000 to 
s u p -
p o r t 
A m e -
l i a 
P a r k 
C h i l d r e n’s 
Museum.

Plunge participants may 
join as an individual or as 
a team. Each participant 
pledges to raise a minimum 
of $75 from friends and 

family and is encouraged to 
collect as many sponsors as 
possible. Those under the 
age of 18 will receive a regis-
tration discount of $25.

There are mon-
etary prizes of 

“cold hard 
cash’’ for 

the top 
three in-
dividuals 
or teams 
that raise 

t h e 
most 

mon-
e y ; 

f i r s t 
place - $300, 

second place - $200, third 
place - $100.

A costume contest is part 
of the fun, and participants 
are encouraged to come 

dressed creatively. There will 
be prizes for Best Individu-
al Costume and Best Team 
Costume. 

Register in advance on-
line or at the Plunge on the 
day of the event from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Partic-
ipants will receive a free 
2026 Penguin Plunge T-shirt 
(while supplies last).

Sponsorship opportuni-
ties, registration and pledge 
forms are available via the 
museum website  https://
www.ameliaparkmuseum.
org/penguin-plunge  or can 
be picked up at the museum. 

Don’t want to jump in 
the water?    No worries!    Be 
a spectator and cheer on 
the brave participants.   Hot 
chocolate, coffee, s’mores 
and other refreshments will 
be available to keep every-
one warm. 

for numerous academic dis-
tinctions like Excellence 
Book Award, AP Language 
Composition, AP U.S. Gov-
ernment, Pre-Calculus Hon-
ors, and AP Environmental 
Science. Balzano has been 
recognized by the College 
Board, qualifying for the Na-
tional Recognition School 
Program and the AP Scholar 
with Distinction Honor. 

“Balzano demonstrates 
an unwavering dedication to 
learning and a deep commit-
ment to her studies, enrolling 
in as many honors and AP 
courses as possible. During 
her junior year, she success-
fully completed three AP 
classes and in her senior year, 
she continued to challenge 
herself with two additional 
AP courses alongside dual 
enrollment classes in sociol-
ogy and English at Holyoke 

Community College. Beyond 
the classroom, Balzano has 
been a dancer and is an ac-
tive member of the Empow-
erment Club, Diversity Club, 
and Project 351. She was also 
a member of the Varsity Gym-
nastics Team and currently 
serves as a chief within the 
high school,” said Martin.

Balzano received the 
award from Martin and was 
congratulated by the commit-
tee members. Martin contin-

ued stating that all schools 
have conducted their first 
rounds of instructional learn-
ing walks, which are like in-
structional rounds that help 
observe teaching and learn-
ing within the classroom. 
With a lens of focusing on 
the student experience, edu-
cators can gather insight and 
understanding of students 
while enhancing communi-
cation and much more at the 
schools.

Street Park, where fresh-
man baseball as well as 
local and adult leagues is 
played, and Borgatti Park. 
Borgatti features multiple 
softball fields. Adult and 
youth leagues play there, 
and it is also the temporary 
home for Agawam High 
School softball during the 
school building process.

An unneeded backstop 
for a youth field at Shea 
Park have been removed. 
The area was replaced with 
a full-size 11 vs. 11 full-size 
soccer field. 

The Community Preser-
vation Act Committee and 
City Council agreed to fund 

new irrigation on the field 
behind Roberta Doering 
School, and that has been 
installed, Pisano said.

“The transformation 
has been unbelievable,” 
Pisnao said. “The side-by-
side at some of the fields is 
phenomenal. These fields 
deserve to be in tip-top 
shape. Within seven short 
months, they are in spec-
tacular shape. But there is 
more to be done.”

He said fertilization 
and other tasks still need 
to be tackled, and is hope-
ful that some recent new 
staff members to the DPW 
will be able to help in that 
effort once the spring hits 
and work can start again.
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communities, as well as 
surrounding communities. 
Agawam’s rate of $14.64 per 
$1,000 valuation of proper-
ty was 23 cents better than 
neighbor West Springfield. 
The neighboring towns have 
typically competed to have 
the lowest tax rate in the area 
for residents.

Johnson noted that Aga-
wam was 18.26% below the 
excess levy capacity.

“We are taxing well below 

the levy capacity,” Johnson 
said. “And well below what 
other area communities do.

Johnson noted the top five 
taxpayers in the communi-
ty are Eversource, Six Flags, 
Berkshire Power, Hood, and 
OMG, an industrial business.

The Assessor’s office re-
ported that new growth also 
has helped with it trending 
higher with increased resi-
dential and commercial de-
velopment activity.

Residents should note 
that the first two tax bills 

dated July 1, 2025 and Oct. 1, 
2025 are based off last year’s 
tax bills because the new tax 
rate has not yet been estab-
lished. That is due to certifi-
cation of financial informa-
tion from the Department of 
Revenue happening during 
the fall months. The change 
in the tax bills is then reflect-
ed in the third and fourth 
quarter bills to account for 
the new tax rate. Johnson re-
peated that fact in case city 
councilors receive calls from 
residents wondering why 

their tax bills look different 
during the second half of the 
fiscal year.

“The entire increase is in 
their last two bills for the new 
fiscal year,” said Johnson. “My 
office will get 15 calls a year 
on that and the assessor’s of-
fice will also get calls.”

Johnson warned the 
council that bills could be 
on the increase in future 
years with various project 
debt, increases in health in-
surance, and other cost in-
creases happen.
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Wreaths Across America holding annual 
special event at Veterans Cemetery Saturday

AGAWAM – On Satur-
day, Dec. 13 at 10 a.m., the 
Friends of the Massachu-
setts Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery at Agawam will 
join Wreaths Across Amer-
ica in our annual mission 
to Remember, Honor, and 
Teach.

Together, we will lay Re-
membrance wreaths on the 
graves of our nation’s heroes 

at the Massachusetts Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery, 
located at 1390 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA.

Parking and Shuttle In-
formation:

Parking will be available 
at Six Flags New England, 
with shuttles running to 
the cemetery beginning at 
8 a.m. Please plan to arrive 
early to allow for shuttle 

transport and seating be-
fore the ceremony begins.

The Friends of the Massa-
chusetts Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery at Agawam is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to honor-
ing those who have served, 
comforting their families, 
and enhancing the beauty 
and dignity of this eternal 
resting place.

By sponsoring a wreath 
through the Friends, you 
help ensure that every veter-
an resting at the cemetery is 
remembered with a wreath 
of honor and gratitude.

For more information or 
to sponsor a wreath, please 
visit our website at aga-
wamfriends.org or email us 
at wreathfriends@gmail.
com.

Grange annual holiday bazaar 
scheduled for next weekend

AGAWAM – Community 
Grange #382 will hold their 
annual Holiday Bazaar on 
Saturday, Dec. 13 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  The Grange 
hall is located at 47 North 
West St. in Feeding Hills.  

There will be wreaths, dé-
cor, ornaments, crocheted 
items, a large bake sale and 

soup and baked beans to 
go.  Our vendors will be S&S 
Handmade Soap, Trudi’s 
Creations, Fran and Cher-
yl’s holiday items and Paws-
A-Tively Delectable.

There will be a basket 
raffle.  Bring a non-perish-
able item and receive a tick-
et for the raffle.  The food 

collection will benefit the 
Church Cupboard at Feed-
ing Hills Congregational 
Church.

The volunteers at Feline 
Friends Cat Sanctuary will 
have a drop off bin for sup-
plies.

This a free event and the 
public is invited to attend.

NAMI holding calendar raffle
HOLYOKE – NAMI-WM 

is holding a calendar raf-
fle fundraiser for February 
2026. 

Participants will pay $15 
for a chance to win prizes 
awarded each day of the 
month. 

These prizes include gift 
cards to various local busi-
nesses, and cash prizes. 
Through our fundraising, 

we are able to raise aware-
ness and provide essential 
education, advocacy, sup-
port groups and programs 
throughout your Western 
Mass area. 

Mental health support 
and awareness has become 
an increasingly important 
issue with all of the changes 
in the world. 

Our dedication and 

commitment to mental 
health awareness and sup-
port within our communi-
ties is vital. 

Our Board of Directors, 
along with our dedicated 
staff, colleagues and vol-
unteers work together with 
an ongoing goal to get our 
services, advocacy and as-
sistance out into the com-
munity. 

Feline Friends to appear at Grange fundraiser
AGAWAM – Feline Friends 

is been invited by Communi-
ty Grange #382 to participate 
in their largest fundraiser/
sale on Saturday, Dec. 13 at 47 
North West Street in Feeding 
Hills. We will attend between 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m.

We will be selling raffle 
tickets for a Christmas basket, 
Kitchen basket and Dog bas-
ket. Winners will be selected 
at 1 p.m. We will be selling 
catnip toys and collecting do-
nations for our cat sanctuary 
which is located in Feeding 
Hills.

We are incredibly grateful 
for the response to our appeal 
for help with supplies. We 
have received packages at the 

dental office at 532 Spring-
field St. (at the corner of Cleve-
land St.) in Feeding Hills and 
at the Agawam Public Library. 
Financial donations have ar-
rived by check at P.O. Box 174, 
Feeding Hills 01030 as well as 
PayPal: @FelineFriendsRaf-
fle. Venmo: @Feline-Friends.  
Please include name/ contact 
information with donations 
if you would like an acknowl-
edgement. Venmo donations 
do not provide addresses or 
email information. 

We appreciate every sin-
gle donation. Local pick up is 
available by calling 786-5019.

Recent donations have 
been received from Carol 
R, Dan S, Wendy H, Terry B, 

Ann Marie H, Sheila K, Judy 
C, Gladys W, GloriaJean H, 
Bill M, Patricia C, Ida S, Den-
nis & Debbie K, Katie H, Carl 
& Cheryl K, Beth C, Linda K, 
Ken K & Irene F, Michael S, 
Joan E, John M and Pet Smart 
customers Destiny and Joan. 
We received a grant from the 
Community Foundation of 
Western Mass Inc. as well as 
a donation from Stop & Shop 
on Springfield St. in Feeding 
Hills from their Community 
Bag Program.  Thank you all.

Feline Friends Inc. is a 
community-based, nonprof-
it sanctuary that does not 
discriminate against any cat 
based on age, gender or dis-
ability.

More information about 
our sanctuary may be found 
on our website at felinefriend-
sinc.org or our Facebook page 
at Feline Friends Cat Sanctu-
ary. Contact us with questions 
at info@felinefriendsinc.org  
or by phone at 413-786-5019. 

DPW hosts used 
holiday light collection

AGAWAM – Frustrated 
with broken holiday lights, 
or just have a bunch that 
no longer suits your needs?  
No matter what the reason, 
resist the urge to throw old 
holiday lights in the curb-
side trash or recycling col-
lection cart.   

Holiday light strings are 
known as “tanglers” in the 
recycling industry.  Tan-
glers are things like plastic 
bags, ropes, cords, hoses, 
wires, and light strings that 
jam sorting machinery 
by wrapping around the 
equipment, which is dan-

gerous for workers.
Light strings may be de-

livered to the Department 
of Public Works front office 
from Dec. 1 to Jan. 16. This 
program is for light strings 
only: incandescent, LED 
and “icicle” light strings with 
wires and attached bulbs.  
Boxes, bags, and packaging 
must be removed before 
placing lights in the recy-
cling container.   Alternative 
options for recycling light 
strings would include mail 
back programs such as Holi-
dayLEDs.com or Christmas-
light-source.com  


