
413.283.8393   •   Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews   •   Email: aan@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

December 14, 2023   ❙   Vol. 45,  No. 42   ❙   $1.00 www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

ADVERTISER NEWS
AGAWAM

LOCAL
DPW
tree 
collection
PAGE 2

SPORTS
Winter 
season 
begins
PAGE 7

LIBRARY
Friends 
new 
members  
PAGE 3

City Council to decide on 
school zone in front of AHS

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – At their meeting 
on Dec. 4, the city council held a 
public hearing to discuss the im-
plementation of crosswalk lights 
and a school zone at Agawam 
High School.

This idea was initially pro-
posed by City Councilor Rose-
mary Sandlin, who had heard 
many concerns from the commu-
nity about the safety of crossing 
the street in that area. 

“The concern was that it 
should be, and should always 
have been, a school zone,” Sandlin 
said. “We’re hopeful that that’s the 
next step to make it much safer 
for people to cross the street.”

During different sporting 

Community celebrates holiday season with tree lighting
By Quinn Suomala 

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Agawam held 
community tree lightings with 
cocoa and caroling at the Feed-
ing Hills Center and Veterans 
Memorial Green. 

The idea for this was pro-
posed by Agawam School Com-
mittee Member Dawn DeMat-
teo.

“Dawn DeMatteo reached 
out to me trying to do some sort 
of tree lighting to bring the com-
munity together for a commu-
nity event,” Benjamin J. Phelps 
PTO President Krista Comee 
said. 

A tree lighting has been held 
by Clifford M. Granger School 
PTO for the past several years, 
but many community members 
wanted the event to include 
more of the community.

Therefore, DeMatteo came 
up with the idea to have the 
event welcome all the elemen-

tary schools in Agawam. She 
reached out to the PTO presi-
dents at each school and they all 
worked together to create this 
event

“We brought all of the PTO 
presidents together to try to fig-
ure out how to make this work 
with what we’re doing in the 
schools,” Comee explained. 

In the end, two separate tree 
lightings were held, one at Feed-
ing Hills Center for Clifford M. 
Granger School, the Early Child-
hood Center, and William P. 
Sapelli School and one at Veter-
ans Memorial Green for Phelps 
and James Clark. Both of these 
events were a big success. 

“We figured one may be a bit 
too big, so we separated them 
into two separate ones,” Comee 
said. “It’s our first time doing 
multiple schools together, so 
it’s a nice opportunity for us to 
bring the community together. 

Tax rate to drop 
for Fiscal 2024

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Agawam City 
Council approved a new tax rate 
for the town at their meeting on 
Dec. 4. 

The residential tax rate is set 
to $14.54, which is a decrease of 
$1.24 from last year’s rate. The 
commercial, industrial and per-
sonal property rates have all de-
creased by $2.65 from last year’s 
$30.19, to have a rate of $27.54.

This proposed tax rate was pre-
sented by Mayor William Sapelli 
and Assessor Carolyn Reed. 

For fiscal year 2023, Agawam 
had the lowest industrial tax rate 
and was among the lowest resi-
dential tax rates of any surround-
ing community with split tax 
rates. 

Sapelli and Reed that this trend 
will continue for FY24, if not even 
improve.

“Agawam has one of the lowest 
residential and commercial in-
dustrial tax rates with surround-
ing communities, based on what 
we’ve seen this year we’ll proba-
bly be in the same category if not 
the lowest on both the residential 
and commercial side for this year,” 
Reed said. 

Despite the decrease in the tax 
rates, many families may experi-
ence an increase in their overall 
taxes, due to an increase in the as-
sessed value of their homes. 

“When it’s tax time people ar-
en’t happy when their assessed 
value [of their homes] goes up as 
it means their taxes go up,” Sapel-
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The city council is debating establishing a school zone on Mill St. near Agawam 
High School in an effort to slow traffic and make it safer.

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Agawam hosted their first Community Tree Lightings with Cocoa and Caroling. TURLEY PHOTO BY QUINN SUOMALA
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DPW’s Christmas tree 
collection starts Jan. 8

AGAWAM – The Department of Public 
Works is pleased to announce that Re-
public Services will be providing a collec-
tion of Christmas Trees during the week 
of Jan. 8 through the 12.

Christmas trees will be collected 
on the same day as scheduled trash 
collection.  Please be aware that 
the regular trash truck will not 
be collecting trees, a separate 
truck will be running for the 
collection of trees.

Christmas trees 7’ or 
larger must be cut in half 
and placed on the tree 
belt no earlier than 7 
a.m. of the collection 
day listed above.  

Trees in plastic 

bags will not be collected. 
It is not the responsibility of the haul-

er to dig out trees buried in the snow due 
to plowing or excessive snowfall prior 

to the scheduled collection days.  
In the event of a snow delay 

during the scheduled collection 
week, residents should make al-

ternative arrangements to re-
cycle their trees at the Bondi’s 

Island Landfill.  Collection 
routes for trees will not be 

re-scheduled.  
Residents may dis-

pose of trees prior to 
or after the scheduled 

collection days at 
the Bondi’s Island 

Landfill.

Photography submissions 
needed for open virtual show

AGAWAM – The Friends of the Aga-
wam Public Library is looking for entries to 
their 4th Open Judged Virtual Photography 
Show, to be on display after March 15, 2024.  
The show provides a platform to recognize 
and encourage photographers and benefits 
the Agawam Public Library.  

Twenty-one awards totaling $1,540 will 
be determined by judging done on March 1, 
2024.  Dave Roback and Tim Donelan, both 
well recognized photographers, will be the 
judges.

The show is divided into four categories 
of photography:  creative, nature, photo-
journalism and pictorial.  The entry fee is 
$25 per entry.  Deadline for submissions is 

Feb. 15, 2024.  If we have not received suf-
ficient entries, the show will be cancelled 
and all fees returned.

All images must be original, made by 
the photographer, captured by film or digi-
tally, and cannot be previous entries in our 
show.

The Prospectus and Entry Form can be 
accessed by going to www.agawamlibrary.
org, and scrolling down to the Friends of 
the Library widget.  From there you will be 
able to click on a link to the show’s infor-
mation.

For further information please contact 
Bob Kadis at r.kadis@comcast.net or at 
413-789-4814.

Blue Christmas service Dec. 21
FEEDING HILLS – Feeding Hills Con-

gregational Church, 21 North Westfield 
St., invites the community to a Blue 
Christmas Service on Dec. 21 at 7 p.m.  
This may be  the first holiday season after 
a loss or perhaps 2023 has been a difficult 

year. All are welcome to seek out hope 
together in a supportive worship service. 
Come as you are, to join for prayer, songs, 
a special Advent wreath ceremony and 
reflection. For more information call the 
church office 413-786-5061.

ACAA exhibit back at APL
AGAWAM – The Agawam Public Li-

brary welcomes back the Agawam Com-
munity Artists and Artisans  for their 
yearly December exhibit. The ACAA’s 
mission is to promote and encourage 
community participation in and devel-
op an awareness and appreciation of the 
arts. They offer educational opportunities 
to local artists and artisans, and provide 
connections and camaraderie among art-
ists in the area. 

Meetings for the ACAA are held at the 
Agawam Public Library on the second 
Wednesday of the month, where artistic 
demonstrations are exhibited. For more 

information on the ACAA, visit aga-
wamarts.com. Art from a variety of local 
artists and a variety of mediums will be 
displayed on the main floor gallery walls, 
in the Johnson Case, and in the cases 
leading to the Youth Room.

Visitors are welcome at the Agawam 
Public Library during regular open hours: 
Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Please contact Adult Services Li-
brary Associate, Erica LeFebvre at (413) 
789-1550 x8858 or elefebvre@agawamli-
brary.org if interested in displaying art-
work at the library.

Golden Bell Choir to perform 
AGAWAM – The Alice Morre Golden 

Bell Choir will ring some favorite Christ-
mas carols

at 9:30 a.m. before the Sunday, Dec. 10 
service of the Lighting of the Second Sun-
day of Advent Candle of Peace at Agawam 
Congregational Church. Join in this special 

Sunday Christmas celebration. The Church 
is located at 745 Main St., in the Historic 
District and is

handicapped accessible with a large 
parking lot.  For more information, contact 
the church at 413-786-7111 or office@aga-
wamcong.com.

Advent service 
to be held on
Dec. 24

AGAWAM – On Sunday, Dec. 24, Aga-
wam Congregational Church will hold its 
special Advent 10 a.m. service in addition 
to a 10 p.m. Christmas Eve service with spe-
cial lighting of the Sanctuary.

All are invited to attend. Located at 745 
Main St. in Agawam’s Historical District, 
the church is handicapped accessible with 
a large, well-lit parking lot.

For more information, contact the 
church at 413-786-7111 or office@agawam-
cong.com.

Holyoke Community College opens Itsy Bitsy Closet for student-paernts
HOLYOKE – First there was the Itsy Bit-

sy Zoomcast, a pandemic-inspired series 
of videos produced by the faculty from the 
Early Childhood Education department at 
Holyoke Community College that debuted 
online in 2020.

Next came the Itsy Bitsy Learning Lab, 
a suite of early education classrooms at 
HCC modeled after pre-school and kin-
dergarten facilities. Then, in 2022, HCC 
opened the Itsy Bitsy Child Watch, a free 
service center for student-parents in need 
of short-term child care while they attend 
classes.

And now, making its debut in Novem-
ber, the college’s latest offering is The Itsy 
Bitsy Closet.

During the fall semester, HCC students 
transformed a large storage room for sur-
plus equipment into a family-friendly re-
source room stocked with donated chil-
dren’s clothes, jackets, shoes, books, and 
more.

And all the items are now available for 
free to student-parents.

“It’s open to all HCC student-parents,” 
said Emily Webber, who, as director of the 
Itsy Bitsy Child Watch, now also oversees 
the Itsy Bitsy Closet, which is convenient-
ly located next door. “Student-parents can 
come and take whatever they need for 
their children – clothing, jackets, coats, 
shoes, and also books, to promote literacy 
at home.”

The Itsy Bitsy Closet was Webber’s idea. 
To bring it to life, however, she enlisted 
Psychology Professor Sheryl Civjan, whose 
Psychology of Women’s class took on the 
assignment as a Service Learning project. 
The students organized clothing and book 
drives and collected donations both on 
and off campus.

“Week after week, they sorted through 

the donated clothes, weeded out the re-
jects, then washed, folded, and organized 
everything to create the space,” said Civjan.

Over the course of the semester, Civjan’s 
students also conducted research on early 
childhood literacy and how it is impacted 
by child care. The result of that research is 
a Family Resource Guide that will be avail-
able in the Itsy Bitsy Child Watch center 
and the Itsy Bitsy Closet.

“The research focused on why child 
care is so important to working mothers, 
and to college student mothers,” said Civ-
jan. “We did a project last year that was 
focused specifically on child care. This is a 
little broader issue about early literacy.”

Webber hosted a reception for Civjan’s 
class on Nov. 28 to celebrate the opening. It 
wasn’t long before nursing student Maddy 
Gray from Colrain wandered in after pick-
ing up her 3-year-old son Orion from the 
Itsy Bitsy Child Watch next door.

Gray grabbed some winter clothes; Ori-
on picked out a book.

“We got some nice shirts and pants,” 
Gray said. “And they’re nice clothes too. 
This makes a huge difference for us. With 
inflation and one income, I cannot express 
my gratitude enough to everyone involved, 
the director of Itsy Bitsy Child Watch, the 
students, and Professor Civjan. I’m so 
thankful. My boy will be nice and cozy, and 
this left us more money in the bank to get 
him something a little extra for Christmas.”

Gray said she’ll be checking back week-
ly and plans to donate Orion’s clothes after 
he outgrows them.

HCC Psychology Professor Sheryl Civjan and 
students in her Psychology of Women class 
transformed a storage room full of surplus 
equipment into the Itsy Bitsy Closet.

Nursing student Maddy Gray, of Colrain, and her 3-year-son Orion were the first visitors to HCC’s new Itsy 
Bitsy Closet, a free resource room for student-parents. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
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Donations 
needed for 
Christmas 
bags

AGAWAM – The Missionary Com-
mittee of Agawam Congregational 
Church is assembling Christmas bags 
filled with hats, gloves, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoo, and soap.

The Christmas bags will be given to 
the West Springfield-Agawam Parish 
Cupboard in time for the Christmas 
holiday season. For more information, 
contact the church at 413-786-7111 or 
office@agawamcong.com.

Agawam Day 
in Florida 
March 6

ST.PETERSBURG, FLA. – Agawam 
Day will be held on Wednesday, March 
6, 2024., from 10 a.m. to noon, at Fort 
De Soto National Park, shelter #14, in 
St. Petersburg.

Agawam Day in Florida has been 
held on the first Wednesday of March 
since 1981. Each year 40 to 60 former 
Agawam residents join together for a 
reunion of  friends and family for a pic-
nic, raffles, beautiful scenery, hugs and 
to share old memories.

For more information contact 
Hank Drewnowski by cell phone call 
or text at 860-462-7273 or by email at 
hdrew2452@gmail.com.

Should animals be given as gifts 
for Christmas

EAST BROOKFIELD – In the heart-
warming videos circulating every holiday 
season, the joy of receiving a surprise pup-
py or kitten is undeniable. The excitement 
is infectious, and you might be tempted to 
create a similar moment for a loved one 
this year. Second Chance Animal Services 
suggests a thoughtful alternative: consider 
a shelter visit as the gift of a lifetime.

While those viral videos capture the im-
mediate happiness, Second Chance found-
er and CEO Sheryl Blancato emphasizes 
the unseen aftermath of pets surrendered 
to shelters shortly after festivities. “The 
decision to bring a pet into your family is 
immensely gratifying, but it’s also a sub-
stantial commitment. Extensive research 
and careful consideration of your family’s 
lifestyle are critical. Owning a pet is a con-
siderable responsibility, both when they’re 
young and as they age. Adopting a pet is a 
pledge for life.”

Blancato advocates against surprising 
someone entirely with a pet. “Of course, we 
hope all our pets will spend the holidays 
in their new homes, but we want them to 
find homes with committed, loving fam-
ilies ready to take on the responsibility of 
caring for their new, furry family member. 
Being surrendered back to a shelter takes 

a serious toll on animals. Witnessing them 
wait for their owner’s return is truly heart-
breaking.”

To encourage responsible pet adop-
tion, Second Chance recommends gift-
ing a pet bed or bowls accompanied by a 
note expressing your intent to explore pet 
ownership responsibly. A handmade gift 
certificate for a local shelter visit, paired 
with an informative book on pet care, can 
be an excellent present for young children. 
This approach ensures that the decision to 
welcome a pet is well-informed and creates 
a memorable experience of the joy of going 
to the shelter together to choose the pet.

Holyoke Community College celebrates fall 2023 graduates
HOLYOKE – The first time Alannah 

Brunt tried Holyoke Community College, 
she flunked out after one semester. The 
next semester, she only passed one class.

“I was working a ton of hours and had 
not yet invested in school,” she recently 
said. “I hadn’t found a way to get excit-
ed about being a student. It was COVID 
times, folks, and it was not fun.”

But Brunt eventually did find a way to 
get excited about college, and that led her 
to where she now stood - on the stage of 
HCC’s Leslie Phillips Theater as one of the 
student speakers for the college’s first-ever 
Fall Graduate Reception, held on Nov. 29.

“Fear not,” said Brunt, who will com-
plete her associate’s degree in Latinx 
Studies this month before heading to the 
University of Massachusetts in the spring. 
“In my journey at HCC, I found a commu-
nity of people who became my village.”

According to the HCC Registrar’s Of-
fice, 172 HCC students will be fall 2023 
graduates at the end of the current semes-
ter. Like Brunt, many of them will trans-
fer to four-year schools in the spring. Al-
though fall graduates are always invited 
to attend HCC’s formal commencement 
ceremony in the spring, historically, many 
do not attend.

“This is really just the beginning of 
your celebrations as a college graduate,” 
said President George Timmons. “Today, 
we honor your achievements with this re-
ception because what you just achieved 
deserves immediate recognition. In June, 
we will come together again and formally 
welcome you as HCC alumni.”

The family-friendly event began in the 
HCC theater, followed by food and photo 
opportunities in the PeoplesBank Room of 
HCC’s Kittredge Center for Business and 
Workforce Development.

“Our goal with this ceremony is to cel-

ebrate our fall graduates, strengthen their 
connection to HCC in the hopes that they 
will remain engaged with the college and 
attend our 76th Commencement ceremo-
ny on Saturday, June 1, 2024,” said Sharale 
Mathis, HCC vice president of Academic 
and Student Affairs.

The fall 2023 graduates and their fam-
ilies also heard from student Marcos 
Figueroa, who had nearly completed his 
degree in criminal justice from the Uni-
versidad Interamericana in Puerto Rico 
before Hurricane Maria disrupted his life 
and education.

“Fate led me here to Holyoke, Mass., 

and the doors of Holyoke Community 
College,” said Figueroa, now a communi-
cations, media and theater arts major. “I 
must say, I am extremely grateful. Here, 
I didn’t just find refuge, I found my pas-
sion. Photography and cinematography 
became my new path - a discovery that 
reshaped my life.”

Figueroa is on his way to Emerson 
College to study filmmaking in the spring 
while working as a video journalist for 
WGBZ CBS-Boston.

“Adapting to a new culture wasn’t easy,” 
he said, “but it was through this journey 
that I met incredible individuals who be-

came my guiding lights.”
Student Angela Tindell-Gula, a creative 

writing major from Three Rivers, talked 
about “surviving” adolescence and defer-
ring her college dreams for two decades 
as she became a wife, mother, and small 
business owner.

“No one could have prepared me for 
how hard going back to school as an adult 
would be,” said Tindell-Gula, who will 
attend Westfield State University in the 
spring. “Every day I fold my life lessons 
from the past and tuck them safely in my 
backpack, and that gives me the drive to 
put one foot in front of the other.”

For Brunt, the recipe for college success 
was getting involved in campus life. She 
joined the college radio station, WCCH, 
and became a DJ. Through Student En-
gagement, she joined clubs: -”Lots and 
lots of clubs,” she said, including the Radio 
Club, the Psychology Club, and the Latinx 
Empowerment Association. She found 
an internship in the Financial Aid office 
through SAMP - HCC’s Student Ambassa-
dor Mentorship Program, and discovered 
El Centro, a bilingual support program for 
HCC’s Latinx students.

At El Centro, Brunt said, “I found peo-
ple who look like me, who understand me, 
and who helped me navigate higher edu-
cation in a way that I had never seen be-
fore. I love the community that El Centro 
provides and the people who are here who 
help me find joy.”

Local graduates
Ian Gregory Burns, Jan Misael Gonza-

lez, Jordan Anne Gurau, Patrick Michael 
Murphy, Shelby Stathis and Zachary Xavi-
er Zollo, along with Rachel Elizabeth Bar-
kyoumb, Carmen Gonzalez, Joseph Jend-
rysik and Angela Marie Majka, of Feeding 
Hills, were among the graduates.

Left to right are student speakers Marcos Figueroa, of Holyoke, Angela Tindell-Gula, of Three Rivers, and 
Alannah Milgros Brunt, of Springfield, with President George Timmons at HCC’s first Fall Graduate Recep-
tion on Wed., Nov. 29.

Friends of APL looking for new members
AGAWAM – The Friends of the Agawam 

Public Library has been in existence for 
over 20 years. They are a dedicated group of 
local citizens who support the library with 
both time and money. The Friends hold 
monthly meetings to discuss ways they can 
best help with the library’s mission. 

Over the years the Friends have supplied 
the library with numerous items that were 
not included in the town’s budget, such as; 
a slide projector, a people counter, a Laser 
HP color printer, a wireless Lavalier micro-
phone system, a portable Public Address 
system, an ongoing lease for a color pho-

tocopier, furniture for the children’s room, 
protective sleeves for library cards, a DVD 
player and computers and software for the 
Children’s Room.

The Friends help the library in various 
other ways too. Some ways are by funding 
library events throughout the year, such as 
the Elementary Summer School Reading 
Challenge (where cash prizes are awarded 
to Agawam’s 4 grade schools), English as 
a Second Language classes and a number 
of museum passes. They raise the money 
for funding by holding an annual Holiday 
Basket Raffle, presenting an annual Juried 

Photography show, selling used books, of-
fering canvas tote bags and mugs with the 
Friends logo created by Agawam’s own Da-
vid Cecchi, and volunteering in various li-
brary-supported activities. 

The Friends welcome all who want to 
bring attention to the library’s vital role in 
our town by becoming a member, volun-
teering at activities, or simply offering sup-
port through book and monetary contribu-
tions. The Friends are always grateful for 
any volunteer help with library projects. If 
community members are interested in be-
coming a Friends member, you can find the 

application on our website https://www.
agawamlibrary.org/about-2/friends/, print 
it out and mail it in or look for the Friends 
form in the Friends kiosk in the library and 
pay in person. 

And, to make things even more exciting, 
if you are interested in becoming a Friend 
and pay your Friends membership by Jan. 
1, 2024, you will be entered in a drawing on 
Jan. 4 (at the Friends January meeting), to 
win a $50 Amazon gift card.

The time is now for the community to 
join The Friends of Agawam Public Library, 
it is loads of fun and extremely satisfying.
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I received an email last month from a Brimfield 
resident who reported an acquaintance from 
Hardwick had a fox sparrow and pine siskin in 

his yard recently. 
The fox sparrow is a large sparrow, seven inch-

es. It has rufous sneaking on a gray head and back, 
whitish underparts and boldly streaked with 
brown or rufous. It has an irregular central dot on 
its breast and a reddish brown rump and tail. 

These sparrows feed on the ground with seeds, 
fruits and insects making up its diet. They often 
jump forward and back to remove debris from 
the ground to uncover food. They come to feeders 
eating the seeds scattered on the ground by other 
birds.

The female lays four to six light blue, green eggs 
with darker marks in a cupcake nest if grasses, li-
chens and leaves lined with grasses, fur and root-
lets. It is placed on the ground under a small tree 
or shrub. Their song is a series of clear melodious 
whistles and is more melodic than most sparrows. 

Loon life span
In the Loon Preservation Committee newslet-

ter, they discussed the loon life span. 
“How long do loons live?” is one of the most 

common questions that LPC biologists are asked.
The two oldest known loons in the world breed 

in Michigan, at the Seney Wildlife Refuge. They 
used to be a pair, however, in recent years they 
have gone their separate ways. The male’s exact 
age is known because he was banded the year that 

he hatched. The female’s exact age is unknown 
because she was banded as an adult, however, we 
know her minimum age. This summer, the female 
was at least 37 years old, while the male turned 36 
years old. 

New Hampshire has a male loon who was band-
ed as an adult in 2000, making him at least 26 years 
old In addition to his advanced age, he has another 
claim to fame: he is the only loon, so far, in New 
Hampshire that has produced chicks after surviv-
ing lead poisoning. 

The oldest known loon in New Hampshire is a 
female, who occupies a territory on Lake Umbagog. 
She was originally banded as an adult in 1993. Be-
cause she was banded as an adult, we don’t know 
her exact age. We only know for sure that she was 
at least three years old in 1993. However, loons 
don’t hatch chicks, on average, until they are 6 
years old, and this loon hatched chicks the year she 
was banded. That means she was likely 6 years old 
or older in 1993. She is at minimum 33 years old, 
but more likely 36 or older.  

Decrease in bird activity
I received an email from a man who said this 

year he has a very noticeable decrease in bird pop-
ulation. 

He reports he has a male and female bobcat 
and squirrels, rabbits and chipmunks have disap-
peared. He said “maybe that’s part of it.” He said he 
started to leave one feeder out overnight testing to 
see if there are still bears about. Here’s hoping they 
have all gone into hibernation.

Bird club
A Brimfield resident emailed, “On Nov. 30 I took 

part in a project for the bird club and afterwards 
we went to Forest Park in Springfield and saw a 
black duck, a chilly looking great blue heron, a her-
mit thrush and several golden-crowned kinglets.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Dear Rusty 
I started collecting Social Security at 

age 62 earlier this year. 
I had an opportunity to partner in a 

new business this year that will allow me 
to earn about $200,000 in 2024. Because 
this is significantly above the allowed 
earnings when collecting early benefits, I 
need advice on how I handle this with the 
Social Security Administration. 

Am I supposed to call them and advise 
them of my change in income for 2024? If 
so, am I going to be penalized in any way? 
I expect they will stop all payments in 2024 
once I alert them to the change. Will I be 
eligible for Social Security payments when 
I retire again? This is planned to take place 
before I reach full retirement age of 67. For 
information, my 2023 income will not ex-
ceed the 2023 allowable income limit. 

Signed: Un-retiring Temporarily 

Dear Un-retiring
You have a couple of options, con-

sidering that you recently claimed early 
Social Security benefits but are returning 
to work with income significantly more 
than the 2024 earnings limit of $22,320. 

The first is to simply contact Social 
Security and tell them you are returning 
to the work force and tell them your an-
ticipated 2024 income. They will suspend 
your SS benefits for all of 2024 to avoid 
overpaying you and making you return 
those 2024 payments later. If you plan to 
continue in your new business beyond 
2024, you can advise them of that as well 
and they will continue the suspension of 
your benefits, until such time as you ei-
ther discontinue working or reach your 
Full Retirement Age, the earnings test no 
longer applies after you reach your FRA. 

At that time, SS will resume your 
monthly Social Security payments and, 
at your FRA, will give you time credit for 
all months your benefits were suspend-
ed, providing you with a higher monthly 
payment after your full retirement age is 
attained with an adjustment for benefits 
already paid). 

Your other option is to contact So-
cial Security soon and request that your 
recent application for Social Security 
benefits submitted earlier this year be 
withdrawn. You have 12 months from 
the date of your application to do this, 
but you will need to repay Social Secu-
rity all money which they paid to you or 
on your behalf (including your monthly 
payments, any income tax you had with-
held from those payments, and any de-
pendent benefits which might have been 
paid based on your record.. 

That will effectively “wipe the slate 
clean” with Social Security and will be as 
though you had never claimed, allowing 
you to simply wait until you stop working 
or until your FRA or even beyond your 
FRA, to re-apply for Social Security at a 
higher monthly amount. The advantage 
of this option is that when your benefit 
restarts there will be no adjustment (re-
duction) for past benefits paid.

What I suggest you not do is simply 
wait to see what happens. That would re-
sult in Social Security catching up after 
the IRS informs them of your 2024 earn-
ings, resulting in you receiving an Over-
payment Notice from the SSA demand-
ing repayment of 2024 benefits paid. 

In that case, you would need to quick-
ly repay Social Security in a large lump-
sum or have your SS benefits withheld 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Fox sparrow

Goldencrowned Kinglet

I’m returning to work; 
what should I do about 

Social Security?
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Penguin Plunge to be held this January 
WESTFIELD – Amelia Park Children’s 

Museum is announcing the 20th annual 
Penguin Plunge to be held at Hampton 
Ponds State Park, on Saturday, Jan. 27, 
2024. Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. and the 
plunging starts at 1 p.m. All proceeds from 
the Penguin Plunge will benefit Amelia 
Park Children’s Museum.

Amelia Park Children’s Museum and the 
Penguin Plunge have been a longstanding 
institution and tradition respectively in 
Westfield. Through the years participants 
and sponsors of the Plunge have helped to 
raise over $350,000 to support Amelia Park 
Children’s Museum.

“We are striving to attract more plung-
ers to this event.” says Diane Chambers, 
executive director. “It’s a fun outing for the 
whole family or a group of friends whether 
they are plunging or watching. We’re add-
ing new activities and entertainment, plus 
incentives to entice more plunge partici-
pants in 2024.”

New this year is the Petite Plunge for 
children ages 2 - 6. Little ones will have the 
opportunity to dip their toe or boot into a 
kiddie pool. Fun games like cornhole and a 
“snowball” toss will be added to the activ-
ities. S’mores and other refreshments will 
be available. Lively musical entertainment 
will be provided by Jay Pagluica of JP Light-
ing and Sounds.

Join as an individual or as a team. Each 
participant pledges to raise a minimum 
of $75 from friends and family and is en-
couraged to collect as many sponsors as 

possible. Full time students will receive 
a registration discount of $25 with valid 
school ID and pledge to raise at least $50. 
The registration fee for the Petite Plunge 
participants is $25.

The following prizes will 
awarded dependent on 
amount of money raised 
per individual:

Penguin Plunge 
2024 T-shirt to those 
adults that rase $75 - 
$149 (* $25 for those 
2 -6, $50 for those 7 
– 18); Penguin Plunge 
2024 hat and T-shirt 
for those that 
raise $150 - 
$299; Penguin 
Plunge 2024 
drinkware, hat 
and T-shirt for 
those that raise $300 - $499; 
Penguin Plunge 2024 jacket, drinkware, 
hat and T-shirt for those that raise $500 
or more; Monetary prizes of cash for the 
top 3 individuals or teams that raise the 
most money; 1st Place - $300, 2nd Place - 
$200,3rd Place - $100.

A costume contest is part of the fun, 
and there are prizes for Best Individual 
Costume and Best Team Costume.

Register in advance online or the day of 
the event from 11:30 am to noon. All par-
ticipants will receive a free 2024 Penguin 
Plunge T-shirt.

Sponsorship opportunities, registra-
tion and pledge forms are available via 
the museum website https://www.ame-
liaparkmuseum.org/penguin-plunge or 

can be picked up at the muse-
um. Penguins may also use 

the Fundly page to col-
lect sponsors; https://

f u n d l y. c o m / p e n -
guin-plunge-2024.

The mon-
ey raised by the 
Plunge goes to 
providing playful 
learning for area 

children and their 
families. This 

event is cru-
cial in sup-
porting the 

work of Ame-
lia Park Children’s 

Museum
Amelia Park Children’s Museum is lo-

cated at 29 South Broad St. and is open 9 
a.m to 4 p.m. Thursday-Tuesday. The mu-
seum offers hands-on learning for children 
ages 1-7 in a safe and welcoming environ-
ment. Cost of admission is $8 per person; 
grandparents have a reduced rate of $4. 
Admission is $2 per person on Thursday 
afternoons from noon 4 p.m. Call us with 
questions at (413) 572- 4014 or email ques-
tions to: fun@ameliaparkmuseum.org. 
Learn more about the museum at www.
ameliaparkmuseum.org.

until the debt for exceeding the earnings 
limit was repaid. In a nutshell, I suggest you 
call Social Security and tell them you are 
returning to work, what your earnings are 
expected to be, and for how long. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmental entity. This 

article is intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Association  
To submit a question, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mimic
  4. Payroll firm
  7. Perform in a play
 10. Opine: __ 

philosophical
 11. Crony
 12. Political action 

committee
 13. 1991 Wimbledon 

winner
 15. Affirmative
 16. Exclamation of 

disgust
 19. Action of 

connecting
 21. A way to calm
 23. Especially fine 

or decorative 
clothing

 24. Walked proudly
 25. Group of people 

related through 
male heir

 26. Supplemented 
with difficulty

 27. Soft touch
 30. Erases

 34. Spanish river 
 35. A princess can 

detect it
 36. Clouds of gas
 41. A way to get 

through
 45. Part of a book
 46. Southwestern 

US state
 47. Fields where rice 

is grown
 50. Area in Ghana
 54. Sayings
 55. Involve deeply
 56. Compels to act
 57. “Ignore all rules”
 59. Indoor 

entertainment 
space

 60. Born  of
 61. Back muscle
 62. Sea dweller
 63. Tools that 

resemble an axe
 64. Prefix denoting 

class or kind
 65. Tooth caregiver

CLUES DOWN
  1. Inspiring
  2. Put into a box
  3. Breathes out
  4. Pacify
  5. Patriotic society 

for women
  6. Fell down
  7. Clothing
  8. Dishwasher 

detergent brand
  9. Former French 

republic
 13. Single lens 

reflex
 14. Men’s fashion 

accessory
 17. Consumed
 18. Marry
 20. __ up: 

intensifies
 22. Body of water
 27. People of 

southern Benin
 28. Decorate a cake 

with frosting
 29. Snag
 31. Yearly tonnage 

(abbr.)
  32. Records brain 

activity (abbr.)
 33. Car mechanics 

group
 37. Brought up to 

snuff
 38. __ faire: 

Economic 
approach

 39. Phil __, former 
CIA

 40. Affixed
 41. Period of 

adolescence
 42. Substance
 43. Danced
 44. Baked without 

its shell
 47. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 48. Satisfaction
 49. Balkans river
 51. Christmas carols
 52. Partner to tonic
 53. “The Godfather” 

character Johnny
 58. Swiss river

health wellness
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Free photos 
with Santa

AGAWAM – Heritage Woods Senior 
Living is offering free photos with Santa 
Claus on Saturday, Dec. 16 from 2 to 3 
p.m. Parents will use their own camer-
as to take photos of their children with 
Santa. The event will take place at 462 
Main St. For more information call 413-
786-9704.

Subscribe online: www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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Shepherds and sheep added 
to manger scene this year

AGAWAM – All are invited to see the 
Manger scene on the front lawn of Aga-
wam Congregational Church. This season, 
shepherds and sheep were added to last 
year’s manger. The church’s Men’s Ministry 
participants drew, cut out, assembled, and 
located all on the front lawn of the church 
located at 745 Main St.

Materials were purchased from the 
church’s Junk For Jesus Committee who 

pick up items that folks want to discard. 
Old washing machines, stoves, and other 
things are gathered during the course of 
the year.

“Next season we will be adding three 
Kings to the scene,” said David Christian, 
a member of both the Junk For Jesus and 
Men’s Ministry.

The scene, lit at night as well, can be 
seen as people drive by.

SCAN TO 
PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
ORDER ➤

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4 • Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3
SALE DATES: 12/14/23 - 12/20/23 • OPEN 12/24 8AM-1PM

RIBEYE FOR 
STANDING ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP.

FULLY COOKED 
MEATBALLS 5 LB ...................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

U PICK COOKED SHRIMP 
21/25, 26/30, 31/40 CT, 2 LB BAG ........ ea

$1199

CUT 
FREE

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$989
lb

$888
lb

$199
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

HOTEL TURKEY BREAST .....
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE TURKEYS ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CAPONS ................................

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$499
lb

$1299
ea

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA ........

$599
lb

USDA INSP.
ASSORTED VARIETIES 

ALI MAGS SPRING ROLLS .. ea
$499

AMERICAN
LAMB LEGS

IMPORTED
LAMB RACKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

$1599
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT 
FREE

99¢
lb

$599
lb

HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLEGIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

$399
lb

HOLIDAY FAVORITES
USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK CROWN ROAST ...

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE

HOLIDAY ROAST
BONELESS PORK LOIN
STUFFED WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES .....

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP.

KAYEM BUDDA BALL 
BONELESS SMOKED 
PIT HAM .........................

$244
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC $144

USDA INSP. FROZEN
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

HATFIELD OLDTIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ..................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...........
USDA INSP. FROZEN

HAM PORTIONS .............

lb
$349

lb99¢

$129
lb

HOLIDAY HAMS USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ............... $199
lb

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5
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Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

www.turley.com

Shepherds and sheep were added to the manger scene this year at Agawam Congregational Church. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Wreaths Across America  
travels to Agawam

AGAWAM – The public is invited to 
join the Town of Agawam in welcoming 
the Wreaths Across America delivery 
truck on its way to the Massachusetts 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery at Agawam 
to make the first delivery of wreaths of 
this season.  A total of 9, 528 will be de-
livered to the cemetery before National 
Wreaths Across America Day on Satur-
day, Dec. 16.

The Massachusetts Veterans Memo-
rial Cemetery at Agawam is one of 4,000 
locations that will honor the service of 
Veterans and those currently serving our 
nation on that day.

The “Rolling Welcome” is a first for 

Agawam and is designed to express sup-
port for Veterans, as well as appreciation 
to the truck’s driver, Chris Locke who 
donates his time, his truck and the fuel 
required to deliver the wreaths to ceme-
teries throughout New England. Locke’s 
commitment to Wreaths Across America 
personifies this year’s theme for Wreaths 
Across America which is Serve and Suc-
ceed.

The route will start at The Veterans 
Green, at the corner of Main Street and 
School Street and end at the entrance to 
the cemetery. It will include a police es-
cort and a contingent from The Patriot 
Guard Riders.

Scholarship applications are 
now being accepted 

AGAWAM – The Polish Junior League 
of Massachusetts welcomes area college 
students of Polish heritage to apply for 
one of the annual academic scholarships. 
Students must have a permanent address 
in one of the four Western Massachusetts 

counties: Hampshire, Hampden, Franklin 
or Berkshire. Application forms with re-
lated information are available at www.
polishjuniorleaguema.org/applications. 
The deadline for all applications and re-
lated materials is May 1, 2024.

Send Us Your Photos!
Email: aan@turley.com
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SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysports www.turleysports.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD – The 
Agawam hockey team has won 
eight league titles during the past 
15 years. They were co-champions 
of the Fay Division with Amherst 
Regional last year.  

The Brownies, who are look-
ing to add another league title to 
their growing collection, began the 
2023-24 regular season with a 5-1 
victory over league rival Ludlow 
at the Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield, last Saturday.

“One of our goals is to win the 
league title every year,” said Aga-
wam head coach Todd Rowley. “All 
of our league games are extra spe-
cial. This is a huge season opening 
win for us.”  

The two teams split the season 

HOCKEY   ❙   page 7
Cole Buffum makes a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Brownies open Brownies open 
season with big win season with big win 
over Ludlowover Ludlow

Agawam was not in the Western Mass. tournament last year, but did qualify for the 
state tournament, losing to Westborough in its playoff opener.

Agawam’s went 9-10 overall last season. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Dermot Piattirios grapples at 144 pounds. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Joe Breault wrestling in the 157-pound match.

Jamie Shuler tries his luck at 175 pounds.

John Alicea tries to get the advantage in 
his match at 190 pounds.

Agawam opens 
season with 
multiple meets

AGAWAM – Last Saturday 
morning, Agawam wrestling took 
its squad on the road to Gran-
by High School. The Brownies 
had multiple meets, including a 
matchup with league-rival Holy-
oke. Several Agawam wrestlers had 
opportunities to wrestle matches 
or get a couple of matches under 
their belts. Agawam is scheduled 
to travel to Guilford High School in 
Connecticut for a tournament this 
Saturday morning.

Brownies gear up for 
season against Wildcats

SUFFIELD, CT – Last Tuesday 
evening, Agawam High School 
girls basketball matched up with 
neighbor Suffield High School for 
a scrimmage. The Brownies have 
regularly met Suffield in the pre-

season as they prepared to open 
the regular season. Agawam’s 
was on Tuesday against Drury. 
The Brownies are now headed on 
the road to play Pope Francis Fri-
day, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m.

The Agawam girls basketball team traveled to 
Suffield for an exhibition matchup.

The Brownies have had two weeks 
of practices before starting the 
regular season this week.
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Railers suffer loss to Thunder
WORCESTER – The Railers dropped a 

3-2 shootout to the Adirondack Thunder 
here Saturday before a loud Teddy Bear 
Toss crowd of 5,029. While Worcester did 
not dominate play in this one as much as 
it did in Friday’s 4-2 triumph, the Railers 
had more and better chances than the 
Thunder.

However, Adirondack was 1 for 2 on 
its power plays, Worcester 0 for 1. This 
marked the ninth time in 21 games this 
season the Railers were outscored by the 
opposition on special teams. Worcester is 
2-4-3 in those games.

The Railers did not get a power play 
until overtime. At 3:08 of the fourth peri-
od, something happened that typified the 
night. A Worcester shot rang off the post, 
rolled into the back of Thunder goalten-
der Vinnie Purpura, then bounced back 
towards the net.

It stopped on the goal line.
Worcester outshot the visitors, 38-28. 

That included a 21-6 edge in the first peri-
od, which ended 1-1 but could have been 
5-1.

“Stay the course,” was coach Jordan 
Smotherman’s advice to his team in the 
dressing room. “That’s two really good 
games out of us. We have 80 shots in two 
nights and we should win both those 
games. Obviously, we’ll take the three-
point weekend but prefer the four.

“There’s a lot to build on.”
The seven-minute overtime was ex-

actly what hockey’s honchos had in mind 
when they thought up the idea. It was 

non-stop offense with great goaltending 
from Worcester’s Tristan Lennox and Pur-
pura, both of whom stopped five shots.

The shootout was the kind of thing 
hockey’s honchos are trying to avoid. The 
teams traded slow-motion approaches to 
the net. Adirondack’s Patrick Grasso had 
the only goal in eight tries, a 12-foot wrist 
shot along the ice.

Keeghan Howdeshell and Anthony 
Repaci had the Railers goals. Worcester 
never led. Jack Jeffers and Mike Gillespie 
scored for Adirondack.

Howdeshell’s goal came at 19:07 of 
the first period. It was set up by a phys-
ical play by Riley Piercey along the right 
boards. Repaci redirected a long pass 
from the right point by Todd Goehring at 
13:33 of the second period.

In the last four games the Railers have 
outshot the opposition by 160-108 but 
have been outscored — goalie in the net 
— by 11-8. Worcester’s shots have not 
been time-to-change lines softballs, ei-
ther. The Railers are pummeling opposing 
goalies.

“It’s the old adage in hockey,” Smother-
man said. “If you keep getting the chances 
they’re gonna go in at some point. I’d rath-
er be getting them than not.”

Saturday night’s game marked the 16th 
time the Railers and Thunder have met in 
the last 30 games going back to the end 
of last season. That ridiculous overload 
is almost over. The teams play just three 
more times this year, one of those games 
next week.

Thunderbirds stuff Islanders 
on annual Teddy Bear Night

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thun-
derbirds (12-8-2-0) thoroughly controlled 
the game and came away with a defiant 
5-1 win over the Bridgeport Islanders (6-
15-1-0) on Saturday night before a sold-
out crowd of 6,793 for the annual Teddy 
Bear Toss.

Fans did not have to wait long to 
chuck their stuffed animals onto the ice, 
as Mathias Laferriere cleaned up a loose 
puck rebound in front of Jakub Skarek and 
tucked it home on the backhand just 1:40 
into the game, bringing about thousands 
of bears raining onto the ice sheet.

After a delay in picking up all the 
stuffed donations, the T-Birds picked right 
up where they left off, and just 6:10 after 
the Laferriere goal, the top line generat-
ed another marker. Adam Gaudette con-
nected on a pass to the right side to Na-
than Walker. Dylan Coghlan quickly raced 
up into the play as a trailer and perfectly 
placed a wrist shot over Skarek’s blocker 
arm to make it a 2-0 game at 7:50.

Vadim Zherenko was mostly untested 
in the T-Birds’ net, as the offense for both 
teams went dry for well over the next 30 
minutes of game action.

The game’s temperature then rose at 
the 3:18 mark of the third as Sam Bitten 
and Travis Mitchell dropped the mitts  in 
an old-school style scrap, bringing up 
the noise on both benches and inside the 
building. When the game moved to 4-on-4 

following matching minors three minutes 
later, the T-Birds put the game out of reach 
with two goals in short order.

First, Calle Rosen drifted back toward 
his blue line and stunned the Islanders 
with a perfect diagonal pass to a streak-
ing Walker, who beat Skarek with a back-
hander to make it 3-0 at 7:18 of the third. 
Just 22 seconds later, Walker was the 
distributor off the rush, setting up Wyatt 
Kalynuk for a snapper through Skarek’s 
five-hole, and in a matter of a half min-
ute, the lead had ballooned to 4-0 for the 
T-Birds.

Matt Maggio broke up Zherenko’s 
shutout bid with a shot that caromed off 
a defender and through Zherenko’s legs at 
10:27 to make it a 4-1 game, but that would 
be all the Isles could muster on this night.

Coghlan would add his second of the 
night on Walker’s fourth point of the eve-
ning, blasting a one-time power play slap-
per through Skarek’s legs at 13:59, round-
ing out the scoring with his seventh goal of 
the year and his second multi-goal game.

For the first time this season, the 
T-Birds went the full 60 minutes without 
having to play shorthanded, and Spring-
field scored on their lone power play 
chance to make it a perfect night in special 
teams. Zherenko got his fourth straight 
win with 34 saves. In his last four outings, 
the second-year netminder has stopped 
126 out of 132 shots. 

series a year ago. 
Agawam won the first meeting by the fi-

nal score of 5-3.
Ludlow won the second meeting by the 

same score a month later. 
One of the key players for Agawam in this 

year’s season opener was junior goalie Frank-
ie DiSanti, who made a total of 20 saves. 
DiSanti took over the starting duties from 
Jake Croteau, who graduated last spring. 

“I was a little bit nervous before the start 
of today’s game, but it all worked out very 
well. I’m just happy that we won the game,” 
DiSanti said. “I couldn’t have done it without 
the help of my teammates. We’re hoping to 
win a championship this year.”  

DiSanti was a starting goalie for the sec-
ond time in a varsity hockey game. He made 
16 saves in an 8-4 win over South Hadley last 
February. 

“Frankie made a couple of big saves on 
breakaway shots in today’s game,” Rowley 
said. “I just thought he did a great job.”     

While the Brownies played their first 
game of the regular season, the Lions (0-1-
1) tied Taconic, 1-1, in their first game two 
nights earlier. Junior Ryan Goodwin scored 
the goal in the Lions season opener, which 
was assisted by sophomore A.J. Stupak, and 
junior Owen Kumiega.  

Freshman goalie Peter LeBorgne was 
credited with 19 saves against Taconic. He 
only made five saves against the Brownies 
before being replaced in goal by sophomore 
Ethan Steigmeyer at the start of the third pe-
riod.

LeBorgne, who took over the starting 
duties from Luke Sunderland isn’t the first 
member of his family to play hockey for long-
time Ludlow head coach Paul Rivest. 

His father was a member of the Palmer 
hockey team, which was coached by Rivest. 

The Lions, who outshot the Brownies, 6-1, 
in the first period, failed to capitalize on two 
power play opportunities.      

The Brownies also didn’t score a goal on 
their first period power play and the contest 
was still scoreless entering the second.

Less than five minutes into the second 
period, Agawam senior David Newsome 
fired a low shot from inside the left circle that 
snuck into the net under LeBorgne’s glove for 
a power play goal.

Agawam’s first goal of the season was as-
sisted by sophomore Thomas Connery.

A couple of minutes later, sophomore 
Casey Thomas scored a goal, which gave the 
Brownies a 2-0 advantage. 

The Lions cut the deficit in half when se-

nior Luke Martin netted an unassisted pow-
er play goal at the 8:19 mark of the second 
period.   

With 2:23 remaining in the second pe-
riod, Agawam senior Anthony Buoniconti, 
who assisted on the second goal, flipped a 
shot into the net increasing the lead to 3-1. 

The senior duo of Hayden Dupre and Jake 
Paolo were credited with the assist.

Agawam took a 4-1 lead with 18 seconds 
left on the scoreboard clock following a goal 
by Cole Buffum, which was assisted by his 
classmate Landon Ashford.

“Even though we had control of the game 
entering the final period, I just told the guys 
in the locker room not to take their foot off 
the gas pedal,” Rowley said. “We got goals 
from all four of our lines, which was nice to 
see.” 

Buffum, who netted his first goal in a var-
sity game against the Lions last year, scored 
an unassisted goal two minutes into the 
third period, which sealed the Brownies sea-
son opening victory. 

DiSanti made several saves during the 
final period, including one on a breakaway 
opportunity by Ludlow sophomore Nick 

Deroin, which helped his team maintain a 
four goal lead. 

The Fay Division rivals are scheduled to 
meet again at Olympia on Feb. 3.     

HOCKEY   ❚   from page 6

SportsSports

Anthony Barbarini clears the puck up the ice.              TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

David Newsome guides the puck through the 
defensive zone.

Frankie DiSanti blocks the right side of the goal.

Thomas Connery crosses 
to the right side.
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SportsSports
Winter Showdown to feature SK Type Open Modified programs

WINTER HAVEN, FL – As tradition has 
it, motorsports fans from coast to coast will 
soon be flocking to the Sunshine State, ready 
to elude the abrasive winter chill in exchange 
for a full month of racing at a variety of ovals 
across the peninsula. Auburndale Speedway 
in Winter Haven, Florida, centrally located 
between Tampa and Orlando, will join in on 
the winter action, ready to host its highly-an-
ticipated Winter Showdown on February 
6-10.

In total, seven different asphalt divisions 
will be taking to the Auburndale shorttrack, 
all of which anchored with the 602 Tour Type 

Modifieds, and the Tour/SK Type Open Mod-
ifieds, that will headline the week-long Win-
ter Showdown agenda on Thursday through 
Saturday. The 602 Modifieds, battling for 
$500-to-win in each of their respective pro-
grams, will compete on all three of the afore-
mentioned evenings with the Tour/SK Type 
Open Modifieds competing for $2,000-to-win 
paydays on Friday and Saturday, only. 

A true must-see for any short track en-
thusiast, the Tour Type Modifieds have never 
competed at Auburndale Speedway giving 
fans the opportunity to witness a new piece 
of Florida history.

Competitors should note, Modifieds will 
utilize the F45 Hoosier; additional rules will 
be posted in the coming days.

In addition to the aforementioned Mod-
ified divisions, Legends/Bandoleros (high-
lighted with double programs on Wednesday 
and Thursday), Mighty TQ Midgets (chasing 
a $5,000 total purse), USAC Eastern Midg-
ets, the National Compact Tour, and the in-
famous Crown Vics, will also join in on the 
Winter Showdown, activating officially with 
open practice and track rental sessions be-
ginning Tuesday, February 6. 

Registration for Auburndale Speedway’s 

Winter Showdown is officially open. Com-
petitors seeking to pre-register can do so by 
clicking the link below. Online registration 
will close on February 1 with additional reg-
istration opportunities available at-track 
during each day’s respective program. 

Speed Sport TV, home to the widest va-
riety of motorsports events, award-winning 
shows and exclusive features with live and 
on-demand capabilities, is the official broad-
cast partner of the annual Winter Showdown 
and is set to broadcast each evening live. Race 
coverage packages and pricing will be avail-
able soon. Learn more at www.speedsport.tv. 

AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Agawam Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a pub
lic hearing at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St., 
Agawam, MA on Monday, 
January 8, 2024 at 6:30PM 
for all parties interested in the 
appeal of Laurie Littlefield, as 
allowed under MGL Ch.40A, 
Section 8 and the Town of 
Agawam’s Adopted Charter, 
Section 2, Paragraph C, from 
the Inspector of Buildings 
October 20, 2023 Zoning 
Ordinance Violation Notice 
regarding the premises identi
fied as 655 Cooper Street.

 Doreen A. Prouty
Chairperson

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

12/14, 12/21/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD21P0726EA
Estate of: 

Kenneth Todd Kamyk 
Date of Death: 02/22/2021 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Timothy C. 
Kamyk of Agawam, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account, 
a determination of testacy and 
heirs at law and other such 
relief as may be requested in 
the Petition.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

ob tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 

attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
01/09/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: December 06, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/14/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

by Langonet Towing pursu
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c.255, Section 39A, that on 
January 2, 2024 at 63 Ramah 
Cir S, Agawam the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy the 
garagekeeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
and expenses of notices and 
sale of said vehicle.
2000 Toyota 4Runner
VIN: JT3HN86R8Y0289699
Gary Croteau
14 Meadow Ave
Agawam, MA 01001
12/14, 12/21, 12/28/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P2373EA

Estate of: 
Donald Charles LaViolette

Also Known As: 
Donald C. LaViolette

Date of Death: 
April 16, 2023

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned est ate, by 

Petition of Petit i oner Sally E. 
LaViolette of Agawam, MA

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

Sally E. LaViolette of 
Agawam, MA  has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The es ta te  i s  be ing 
ad ministered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro
bate Code without supervi
sion by the Court. Inven tory 
and accounts are not re quired 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin
istration from the Personal 
Repre sentative and can peti
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Inter ested parties are enti
tled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Pet itioner.
12/14/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD22P1183EA
In the matter of: 
Diane C Mooney

TRUST CITATION
To all interested persons: 
A Petition has been filed 

by: Bruce Perron of South 
Hadley, MA requesting the 
trust be dispensed with as to 
beneficiary Terrence Perron 
aka Terrence Mooney, all as 
more fully set forth in said 
petition.

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 

from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear
ance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on 
12/29/2023. 

This is NOT a hear
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection If 
you object to this proceed
ing. If you fall to file a timely 
written appearance and objec
tion followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: December 01, 2023

Rosemary A Saccomani, 
Register of Probate

12/14/2023

TOWN OF AGAWAM
REQUST FOR 

QUALIFICATAIONS
Firms interested in pro

viding Public Construction 
Manager at Risk Services 
(“CM” or “CM at Risk”) for 
the Agawam High School 
in Agawam, Massachusetts 
(“Project”)  are  invi ted 
to submit a Statement of 
Qualifications (“SOQ”) to the 
Town of Agawam. This CM at 
Risk services procurement is 
conducted pursuant to M.G.L. 
Chapter 149A.  This Request 
for Qualifications (“RFQ”) is 
the first phase of a twophase 
procurement process as set 
forth in MGL Chapter 149A. 
The Agawam High School 
Building Committee (“SBC”), 
acting on behalf of the Town 
of Agawam & the Agawam 
School District (“Awarding 
Authority”) through the CM 
Prequalification & Selection 
Committee is prequalifying 
firms interested in provid
ing CM at Risk services for 
the project through this RFQ 
process. The SBC has estab
lished a CM Prequalification 
& Selction subcommittee 

which will evaluate submitted 
SOQs based upon the iden
tified evaluation criteria and 
will determine if the respon
dents are deemed qualified 
to participate in the subse
quent RFP phase. Only those 
respondents deemed qual
ified will be invited to sub
mit a Proposal in response 
to a detailed Request for 
Proposals (“RFP”) which will 
be issued in the second phase 
of the procurement process. 
The SBC expects the RFP 
may be available by January 
17, 2024.  The project deliv
ery method for construction 
will be public CM at Risk 
with a Guaranteed Maximum 
Price (“GMP”) in accordance 
with M.G.L. Chapter 149A. 

The RFQ will be avail
able on December 13, 2023 
through the Owner’s Project 
Manager, Leftfield, LLC., 
c/o Ms. Linda Liporto, lli
po r to@le f t f i e ldpm.com 
Acting on behalf of the SBC, 
and the PreQualification 
Subcommittee, Ms. Linda 
Liporto, will be the con
tact person for this RFQ. 
Upon receipt of the RFQ, 
firms interested in the sub
mitting their Statement of 
Qualifications must submit an 
RFQ Interest Form via email 
to Ms. Linda Liporto @ lli
porto@leftfieldpm.com This 
form is contained within the 
RFQ.

Background information 
regarding this project can be 
viewed at:

https://agawamhsproject.
com

CM SOQ’s are to be sub
mitted no later than January 
10, 2024 – 2:00 PM via elec
tronic upload:

https://leftfieldpm.egnyte.
com/ul/fCgJNl15Wo

Project specifics:
Estimated Project Value: 

$231 million
Estimated Construction 

Value: $187 million
Estimated Preconstruction 

Duration: Varies
Construction Duration: 

+/ 32 months

Project square footage: 
.235,075 new construction;

Program scope: New 
High School designed to 
accommodate 955 students 
consisting of grades 912 
as well as a separate build
ing for prek. Abatement 
and demolition of exist
ing school buildings, new 
building construction; proj
ect site programs includes 3 
fields, playground, outdoor 
areas and parking lots.

T h e  S B C ,  A g awa m 
School District, and Town of 
Agawam reserves the right to 
waive any informality in the 
RFQ process, to reject any 
and all SOQ’s and to make 
determinations on CM firms 
deemed “qualified” in its own 
discretion to be in the best 
interest of the Project. 
12/14/2023

COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Probate and Family Court 
Department

HAMPDEN, Division
Docket No. HD21P2357PM

To all persons interest
ed in the estate of Elvia 
Londono, of Feeding Hills, in 
said County, a person under 
Conservatorship, married. 

A petition has been pre
sented to said Court for 
license to sell at private sale 
 certain real estate of said 
Elvia Londono for her main
tenance. 

If you desire to object 
thereto you or your attorney 
should file a written appear
ance in said Court at 50 State 
Street, Springfield, MA, 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 9th 
day of January 2024, the 
return day of this decision. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First 
Justice of said Court this fifth 
day of December 2023.

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register

12/14/2023

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5
Happy Holidays!
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www.pvpa.org/admissions

PVPA 
Open 
House

Weds 4:00-6:00
Jan 11 & Feb 8

 

Sat 10:00-12:00
Jan 28

 

Thurs 6:00-7:30
Virtual Jan 19

Apply Now!
Grades 7-112023/24 school year

FREE 
ARTS Focused
COLLEGE Prep

15 Mulligan Drive, South Hadley
413-552-1580

REGISTER FOR OPEN HOUSE  APPLY  - LEARN MORE

Come and see what’s new at St. Joan of Arc School in Chicopee!  Physical Education Teacher Larry Moore and SJA students are enjoying updated gym equipment and a new rubber mulch play yard. Thanks to donations received from the American Legion Post 452, parents and the SJA PTO, Mr. Moore was able to fulfill his wish list.  The students are de-lighted with the new 12” and 16” scooters, hula hoops, jump ropes, sports balls, junior street hockey sticks, and soccer nets. 
Also in November, an underused outdoor area was transformed into a new rubber mulch play yard.  The 

project was funded by gifts from the school’s 2021 Annual Campaign.  It was a labor of love to provide the children this additional outdoor classroom space. Not only is SJA Principal William McDonald grateful for the financial support, but he is appreciative of the time, talents and generosity of Nawrocki Construc-tion, Marion Excavating and the team of volunteers. The school will be holding an Open House on Sat-urday, January 28th from 9 am–12 pm (no appoint-ment needed).  Appointment only tours for families will be held on Tuesday, January 31st and Thursday, February 2nd from 3 pm–7 pm.  Please call Chris or 

Janine in the Business Office @ 536-6038 for registra-tion information or to make an appointment.  St. Joan of Arc is a welcoming, safe & secure school community providing social, physical, spiritual & in-tellectual wellness for students in Pre-K 3 to Grade 8. SJA has innovative offerings that include affordable tuition and extended care, free breakfast and lunch, extracurricular programs, technology, music, library, and Duolingo language classes. Easy access to I391 & I90.  Financial Aid and tuition assistance is available.  To learn more visit www.sjachicopee.org.  We look forward to meeting you!

Learning rooted in Christian Values

S C H O L A R S H I P  &  O P E N  H O U S E  A N N O U N C E M E N T

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!www.MacDu�e.org

There’s no better way to get a feel of The MacDu�e School than spending time with us!
Please register online for one of our Open Houses at www.MacDu�e.org or contact the 

Admissions O�ce at (413) 255-0000 to reserve your spot. 
66 School Street 

Granby, Massachusetts
For Boys & Girls 

in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

OPEN HOUSESJan. 14th   9:30-12:30 pmApril 8th   9:30-12:30 pm 

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Originating in 2022, �e MacDu�e School Local Town Scholarship
 is open to new students from the immediate area of Granby, Massachusetts. �e winner 
of this prestigious award receives a full scholarship to attend �e MacDu�e School. 
Runner-up applicants are eligible to receive partial scholarships and Financial Aid.
ALL NEW 2 scholarships in total to students who apply from these area towns. 
Eligible Towns: Granby, South Hadley, Belchertown, Spring�eld, Hadley, Amherst,
Chicopee, Holyoke, Ludlow, West�eld, Southwick, West Spring�eldAPPLY TODAY!For more information and details how to apply email admissions@macdu�e.org.

SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

is offering a great resource 
for the communities it serves 
by showcasing the  career & 
education opportunities
available locally.

This special section is circulated into all 12 of our papers,
those papers include. The Sentinel, The Chicopee Register,
The Sun, The Register, The Wilbraham-Hampden Times,  
Agawam Advertiser, Country Journal, Town Reminder, 

Quaboag Current, Journal Register,
Ware River News and Barre Gazette.

The 2023 Career & Education edition publishes
the week of January 10th-12th

Space reservation deadline is January 3rd.  PRICES AND SPECS:
All ads are black and white. 

1/8 page (4 3/4” across x 4” down) $295 total

1/4 page (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 8” down) or (horizontal 9 3/4” across x 4” down) $595 total

1/2 page (horizontal- 9 3/4” across x 8” down) or (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 16” down) $975 total 

Full page (9 3/4” across x 16” down) $1,800 total 

Great opportunity 

to advertise job 

openings you have 

available!
Career
Educationan

d

HCS Head Start offers classes for children from birth to 5 
years old, plus programs & support for the whole family.

•	 6-hour classes at no cost for eligible families
•	 Subsidized full-day classes
•	 Nutritious meals & snacks, plus mental wellness, 

physical and dental screenings
•	 Ages: Prenatal moms to children 5 years old
•	 Early Head Start home-based program
•	 Services for children with disabilities
•	 Some transportation is available

CALL (413)417-7779 or visit us at hcsheadstart.org

A little 
HEAD  
START 
will last a  
lifetime.
Studies show that children who attend Head Start 
are more likely to graduate from high school and 
to attend college.

Affordable Tuition & Extended Care ~ Free Breakfast & Lunch ~
Extracurricular Programs~ Technology ~ Phys. Ed ~ Music ~

Library ~ Duolingo ~ Welcoming , Safe & Secure School
Community ~ Social, Physical, Spiritual & Intellectual Wellness ~

Easy Access to I391 & I90 ~ Tuition Assistance Available

ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL
PRE-K TO GRADE 8

587 Grattan Street, Chicopee
533-1475 ~ sjachicopee.org

Learning Rooted in Christian Values

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 28th 9am-12 noon

No Appointment Needed

Tuesday, January 31st & Thursday, February 2nd 3pm-7pm
By Appointment Only

A new year is upon us and as 
we declare resolutions, a new job 
might be in order. The first 5 years 
of a child’s life are so important and 
since 1965, HCS Head Start has 
helped thousands of children and 
families prepare for school and life. 
We know that it takes a big heart 
to help shape growing minds and 
if you want to work with infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers in your 
community, Head Start might be 
the place for you.  

The Head Start approach offers 
both families and their children, 
birth to five, an extraordinary 
school readiness experience.  Ed-
ucators who decide to teach in a 
comprehensive early learning set-
ting have the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with other specialty 
areas like health, nutrition, mental 
health, and family and community 
engagement, that are designed to 
prepare vulnerable children for fu-
ture educational success.

 Data shows that when chil-
dren are enrolled in a high-quality 
Head Start program they are bet-

ter prepared for kindergarten and 
beyond. Staff and parents work to-
gether, learning from one another, 
to create the best early educational 
experience both at home and at 
preschool.  This is possible because 
when parents are involved and en-
gaged in their child’s education, 
children have better outcomes. 

In addition to teaching, Head 
Start also has various career op-
portunities in the areas of health, 
nutrition, human services, admin-
istration, mental health, and spe-
cial education. Professional devel-
opment opportunities and career 
ladders are built within the Head 
Start model to promote growth 
and advancement.

Holyoke Chicopee Springfield 
Head Start, Inc. offers programs in 
several cities and towns in West-
ern Massachusetts working with 
over 1,000 children each year.  If 
you are interested in a rewarding 
Head Start career please visit www.
hcsheadstart.org/employment/   or 
call 413-788-6522.

A New Year a 
New Career

Career
Educationan

d

Career
Educationan

d

HOLYOKE — The spring 2023 semester at Holy-

oke Community College officially begins Tues., Jan. 

17. Prospective students can start then, but also have 

opportunities to begin classes in February and March 

if they so choose.  

Full semester classes run for 14 weeks. HCC also 

has accelerated “flex-start” classes that begin Jan. 17, 

Feb. 6, and March 20. 

Flex Start I classes run for seven weeks, until March 

8. Flex Start II classes begin Mon., Feb. 6, and run for 

12 weeks. Flex Start III classes begin Mon., March 20, 

and run for seven.

All spring semester courses conclude by Thurs., 

May 4, 2023.
The full schedule of spring course options can be 

viewed on the HCC website by going to: hcc.edu/sign-

up-for-classes 
The HCC Admissions and Advising offices on the 

first floor of the Campus Center are open Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. (4:30 p.m. 

on Fridays). 
Students must be fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19 to attend classes on campus. 

Students who plan to register only for online or re-

mote classes do not have to submit proof of COVID-19 

vaccination. 
For more information, please contact HCC Ad-

missions at 413-552-2321 / admissions@hcc.edu, visit 

HCC online at hcc.edu, or take the next step at hcc.

edu/sign-up-for-classes 

The 2022-2023 academic year marked  the 

75th anniversary of Holyoke Community College, the 

Commonwealth’s oldest community college.

HCC opened its doors in 1946 as the first two-year 

college in Massachusetts. In the decades since, the 

college has paved the way for generations of learners 

from western Massachusetts and beyond, a beacon 

of hope and opportunity for people seeking better 

lives. Please visit us at hcc.edu.

Spring semester at HCC starts Jan. 17

S
pr

in
g 

20
23

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?
Register today for spring 

hcc.edu/sign-up-for-classes

classes!

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE
413.283.8393

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

li said. “As if your home was worth $300,000 last year and 
you’re taxed on that amount and then it goes up to $340,000 
the next year, even though we may lower the tax rate, your 
bill goes up.”

There is a proposed tax rate shift of 1.59 for residential 
and commercial/industrial based on the increase in as-
sessed values of these properties.

“We thought that the 1.59 gives a good balance for both 
residential and commercial taxpayers,” Reed said. “The shift 
provides a continued opportunity for businesses to thrive 
but still supporting the residential taxpayers.”

The anticipated tax bill for the average single family is 
$4,881. This is an increase of $262 from last year. The aver-
age home is valued at $335,714, about a 14% increase from 
the last year. 

For the average commercial valued at under $500,000, 
the anticipated bill is $7,660, an increase of $559 from last 
year. Finally, for a commercial valued at over $500,000, the 

average bill is expected to be $54,569, an increase of $1,873 
from 2023. 

While Sapelli and Reed do understand how frustrating 
this can feel for community members, they did also em-
phasize the importance of seeing assessed home values 
increase.

“The largest asset many of us have is our home,” Sapelli 
said. “And, similar to when you invest money in the stock 
market, none of us want to see that go down, you want to 
see that go up. So the assessed values of the homes, it’s im-
portant to see that go up, as that’s the value of something 
you own, that’s an asset.”

Reed and Sapelli also emphasized that this increase in 
housing value demonstrates an increase in the desirability 
of the town. 

“The fact that we have such a community that’s appeal-
ing to people because of our fire, police, education, the 
amenities–we have the parks and whatnot–people want 
to move to Agawam, so the value of the property goes up,” 
Sapelli said. 

“As an assessor, new growth is something that we look at 
to talk about the health of a community,” Reed said. “We’ve 
had very strong residential growth in Agawam, there’s new 
developments, new condos, new multifamilies, and even 
in the commercial/industrial side we’ve got new commer-
cial buildings going up, businesses investing in additional 
square footage…they all point to a healthy, vibrant commu-
nity that’s attractive to people.”

Agawam has experienced great growth over the past 
year. The assessed value of the town is now $4,217,478,846, 
which is about a 14% increase from the prior year. This 
increase in the overall town value contributed to the pro-
posed shift factor.

The council was supportive of this proposed tax rate for 
the town.

“No one loves raising taxes, but I think the proposed fac-
tor that the mayor selected is the best balance that’s avail-
able to us,” Council President Christopher Johnson said. 

The council approved this rate with a 10-0 vote. Council 
Anthony Suffritti was absent from the meeting. 

TAX RATE   ❚   from page 1

events, people often have to park across the street from 
AHS and then cross Mill Street in order to get to the fields. 
Many community members had raised concerns over the 
safety of this endeavor.

Additionally, Sandlin mentioned concerns over the 
speed at which people leave the high school, particularly 
during arrival and dismissal.

“It’s not just for events and the evening, but it’s also 
to slow people down coming out of the high school at 2 
o’clock,” Sandlin said. “They come out of the high school 
at 2 p.m. and they take a left or a right and they’re anxious 
to get out of that parking lot and then it’s very dangerous 
along that strip.”

The hope is that installing a school zone will work to 
slow traffic during busier times. 

Additionally, installing the crosswalk lights will ensure 
that pedestrians crossing the street will be easily seen by 
drivers. These installed lights will be just like the ones in-
stalled at the street by the courthouse. 

Following the council’s vote, should it go as anticipated, 
they will send the results to the state and receive funding 
for the crosswalk lights and approval for the school zone.

“If we do this the state will pay some expenses for the 
installation of the solar, blinking lights to make this dan-
gerous crossing area a lot safer,” City Councilor George 
Bitzas said. “I’m glad that this is in the works now…the 
state would be able to pay us for the lights if we designate 
the area as a safe zone.”

According to Bitzas, the lights will be solar powered 
and fairly inexpensive for the town to install. 

These lights will also be manually activated by those 
crossing. Therefore, when someone approaches the cross-
walk they will press a button to activate the lights.

“These are manually activated so as you go to cross, you 
hit the button and then the lights flash,” Council President 
Christopher Johnson said. 

According to Johnson, the school zone, if approved, 
would be marked by signs that indicate the hours in which 
the speed limit would be 20 mph. 

Councilor Robert Rossi emphasized the importance of 
passing this ordinance. 

“I think this is a long time in coming over there at the 
high school,” Rossi said. “To add this as a safety measure is 
a great idea.”

Assuming the council votes in favor of this, the DPW 
will immediately get to work putting up signs that imple-
ment a 20-mph school zone in the area during set hours. 

“The speed limit would go into effect as soon as the 
DPW could erect changes in the signage,” Sandlin said. 

The council will take the final vote on this matter at 
their next meeting, which is scheduled for Dec. 18.  

SCHOOL ZONE   ❚   from page 1

BBB tips on choosing a meal delivery service
Meal delivery services give consumers a more conve-

nient way to make home-cooked dinners by delivering 
fresh, pre-measured ingredients and easy-to-follow recipes 
to your doorstep.

But just like any other service, each company is differ-
ent.

Pricing, ingredients, and preparation requirements vary 
greatly between services.   You’ll need to do some home-
work to pick the one that best meets your family’s needs. If 
the appeal of a meal delivery subscription is learning new 
recipes and experimenting with ingredients, you might 
choose one company. But if your main interest is speed 
and simplicity, another may be a better fit.

The following tips will help select an ideal meal delivery 
service for your household:

• Research the delivery service.  Ask friends and fam-
ily, read reviews, and check  BBB.org  to learn about past 
customers’ experiences.

• Set a budget and check the fine print. Pricing can 
vary from one company to the next. Make certain the ser-
vice aligns with your budget. In addition, not all meal deliv-
ery services include shipping fees in their pricing and read 
the fine print.

• Know your skill level. Before committing to a plan, 
research what kind of cooking techniques you’ll need to 
know. If a company’s recipes require searing, roasting, and 
braising, do you know how? If not, make sure you have the 
time to learn new techniques.

• Consider ingredient quality. Not all companies offer 
organic, non-GMO, or free-range meal ingredients. If these 
are must-haves for your family, make sure the company of-
fers them.

• Determine how much prep work you want. Some 
companies do more chopping and sauce-making than oth-
ers. This seemingly small difference can make a big differ-
ence in how long each meal takes to make.

• Contact customer service. If there ever is a problem - 
a missing recipe card or ingredient, for example - you want 
to know you can count on customer service. Make sure 
there are clear, easy ways to contact the company, even late 
in the evening. Read the  company’s reviews  and keep an 
eye out for any indication that customer service is lacking.

• Check the cancellation policy. Before making a de-
cision to subscribe to meal delivery, understand the can-
cellation policy. Each company is different and some may 
have very strict policies.

• Be careful with personal information.  Most food 
delivery services process payments online. Make sure the 
company is legitimate before offering up  personal infor-
mation such as financial information and address.

• Review BBB tips for shopping online.  Since meal 
delivery services don’t usually have brick-and-mortar 
storefronts, consider the tips in BBB’s tips for smart shop-
ping online.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

SERVICES 
WANTED

NEED SNOW REMOVAL
(PLOWING)

Need snow removal service for our 
150 ft. long by 12 ft. across driveway, 
located off Ball Rd.,  Goshen.  Must be 
reliable. Pays well, Call or test: 413-
341-0502.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS WANT-
ED Prefer local person. Will train. Lizak 
Bus’ Warren, MA  (413)436-5262

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION 

OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting 
letters of interest from qualified can-
didates for the full-time position of 
Equipment Operator/General 
Laborer in the Town Highway Depart-
ment. Valid MA CDL operator, Hydrau-
lic Hoister’s licenses and OSHA-10 
certification is preferred.
Further information can be found on 
the Town’s website: www.worthing-
ton-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the 
Highway Superintendent at 64 Hun-
tington Road, Monday – Friday, 7 AM 
to 3 PM; the telephone number is 413-
238-5830.  
Send letter of interest, resume and 
three (3) references with relevant con-
tact information to: worthington-
highway@gmail.com or to Worth-
ington Highway Department, P. O. Box 
643, Worthington, MA.  This posting 
will remain pertinent until the position 
is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Adorable Mini Goldendoodles

Family Raised

Affectionate and 
Playful

Hypoallergenic

Vet Checked

Limited Supply

Call or Text 
413-345-8173

Reserve yours 
now for the 

Holidays!

NEED EXTRA CA$H FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

WE BUYWE BUY  GoldGold

704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/23

Many of the kids don’t get to see each 
other, but do sports together, so it’s a 
good opportunity for them to come out 
tonight.”

At these events, community members 
were welcome to enjoy free hot choco-
late, cookies and ornaments. 

“We’re calling it our Cocoa and Carol-
ing Family Event,” Comee said. “We have 
cocoa for all families, cookies that have 
been donated by families, we have made 
family ornaments that say ‘Hot Cocoa 
and Caroling Family Event’, every family 
can take one from each of the schools.”

There was also caroling led by Phelps 
Music Teacher Paul Sawyer. As Sawyer 
performed, the lyrics to each song was 
projected for community members to 
follow along to. 

Sawyer sang songs including “Jingle 
Bells”, “Dreidel, Dreidel” and “Rockin 
Around the Christmas Tree”, which the 
hundreds of community members sang 
along to. 

Following the caroling, Santa Claus 
arrived on a fire truck along with May-
or William Sapelli. Together, they lit the 
tree and then Santa Claus and Sawyer led 
the community in a few more carols to 
close out the night. 

“The more we carol, the louder we 
sing, we will bring the big guy in red,” Co-
mee said. 

Krista Comee loved seeing all of the 
families and their children come out to 
enjoy the event. 

“I love seeing all of the children’s smil-
ing faces as they’re out there caroling 
with their family,” Comee said. “That’s 
what it’s all about, we do it for the kids.”

HOLIDAY   ❚   from page 1

Hundreds of Agawam community members gathered at Veterans 
Memorial Green outside of Benjamin J. Phelps School for the tree 
lighting ceremony.

Community members were able to get holiday braceleted and 
ornaments at the tree lighting ceremony. 

Students from Agawam High School’s NHS helped to pass out 
cookies and hot chocolate to community members at the tree lighting 
ceremony. 

All the community members at the tree lighting ceremony gathered on 
the green to enjoy the caroling. 

Mayor William Sapelli and Santa Claus lit the Christmas tree at the tree lighting ceremony.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

Benjamin J. Phelps Music Teacher Paul Sawyer led Christmas carols for all during the tree lighting ceremony. 

Cookies and hot chocolate were 
offered by the Agawam PTO for 
all in attendance of the tree 
lighting ceremony.


