
By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – If you drive 
by the new Agawam Police 
Headquarters located at 1070 
Suffield St., the parking lots 
are looking a lot fuller.

Last Saturday morning, 
the parking lot was even more 
filled up as members of the 
public were able to go to the 
new location and get guided 
tours of everything their tax 
dollars paid for.

In addition, Mayor Chris-
topher Johnson cut the rib-
bon alongside Police Chief 
Eric Gillis as a short grand 
opening ceremony was also 
held at the open house.

Also in attendance at the 
event was former Mayor Wil-
liam Sapelli, who secured the 
location during his tenure 
as mayor a few years ago. He 
worked with the city council 
to secure the borrowing for 
the project, which included 
purchase of the former HUB 
Insurance building, followed 

by money needed to reno-
vate and retrofit, and rein-
force the building into a very 
secure facility to hold police 
operations, which includes 
more than 40,000 pieces of ev-
idence which the department 
is carefully moving to the new 
facility.

During the past month 
since Johnson also held 
tours for elected officials and 
the media, most of the po-
lice operations have moved 
over from former location at 
Springfield St. The location 
was the police department’s 
home for 40 years and was 
cramped and overflowing.

It’s makeup also was not 
as secure, due to cramped 
confines forcing the police 
to bring civilians into what 
should be secure locations, 
such as the booking area and 
secure interview rooms. Ev-
idence and records also had 
to be in scattered locations as 
the building continuously ran 
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The ribbon is cut on the new police headquarters last Saturday.
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – While it may 
never seem like enough, the 
Town of Agawam continues 
to increase its spending on 
road paving and sidewalk 
construction.

During a recent presen-
tation to the Agawam City 
Council, Mayor Christopher 
Johnson highlighted road 
and sidewalk construction 
that has taken place in 2025. 
Construction season has 
now ended with the frigid 
cold temperatures and snow 
falling in early December.

Johnson said full depth 
reclamation and reconstruc-
tion has taken place on An-
thony St., Valentine St., Val-
entine Terrace, Arrowood 
Dr., and Cottonwood Ln.

“That’s where they bring 
a machine in rip it out and 

resurface,” Johnson. 
Milling and resurfacing 

also took place on parts of 
Poplar St., Garden St., Barry 
St., South St., South Brook 
Ln., and Main St.

Johnson said the road 
was completed in early No-
vember.

Following those six 
streets, funding ran out to do 
anymore streets.

Johnson said several 
more streets received pre-
ventative maintenance this 
year, which includes crack-
sealing, delta mist.

“These are more modern 
techniques used to extend 
the life of modern paving,” 
Johnson said.

Johnson showed how 
funding for roads and side-
walks has increased over the 
past four fiscal years.

Town inceases its  
spending on road 
work, maintenance

Roberta Doering students show off their jammie donations for a recent drive conducted by The Agawam Health Department.  
Please see more details and photos inside. SUBMITTED PHOTO

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – The programs 
initiated by the Agawam 
Public Schools Food Services 
Department are gaining trac-
tion.

At the Dec. 9 School Com-
mittee meeting, Liz Moulton, 
who is in year six as Food Ser-
vice Director, shared some of 
the recent successes.

Breakfast in schools con-
tinues to be free to all stu-
dents. Participation in the 
Agawam Public Schools 
breakfast program has in-
creased significantly since it 
started in September 2019, 
when data shoed about 2,700 

participants. The participa-
tion has boomed to 12,306 as 
of last September.

One interesting part of the 
breakfast program is Moulton 
has advocated to have the 
program be available “after 
the bell.”

“There is a cart going down 
every hall in the morning,” she 
said. “They are doing an in-
credible job. Kids are eating 
and the numbers are continu-
ing to increase.

Because of that, participa-
tion in the program has abso-
lutely boomed and is thriving.

With the lunch program, 
participation is at about 70%.

“Our menus and our kids 
are growing,” she said. 

There has been some turn-
over in staff in the past years. 
There are eight new hires this 
year, and the schools have 
their first dietetic intern this 
year, former Agawam student 
Ava Ferrandino.

While the menus have 
continued to be popular in 
schools, Moulton said there is 
taste testing once a month at 
Agawam High School. Foods 
being tried by students this 
month include chicken meat-
balls, vegetarian taco meat, 
and Rebellious Foods-plant 
based protein.

“I thought, ‘why can’t we 
do a taste test once a month?’” 
Moulton told the committee. 
“We’re doing it at the high 

school because it’s a little eas-
ier to get high schoolers to try 
things.”

Another new program 
highlight is “Try It Tuesday.” 
Moulton said some new items 
are made available on a Tues-
day.

“Other than pizza on Fri-
day, I put my foot down and 
we don’t menu things more 
than once a month,” she said. 
“This gives it a tag line.”

Items tried on the new day 
include the chicken ramen 
bowl, homemade broccoli 
cheddar omelet, and beefy 
nachos. She said the beefy 
nachos were very difficult to 
prepare ahead of time, but 
has been a big seller so far.

Moulton shared a couple 
photos of the taste testing set-
up. She said vendors are in-
vited to come into the school 
and students are able to come 
into the cafeteria to try the 
new items and give feedback.

She told the committee the 
department had recently tak-
en part in some professional 
development opportunities, 
including going one from the 
Gulf of Maine Institute were 
they learned more about 
white fish and how it can be 
served in the schools.

School Committee Stu-
dent Representative Aiden 
Therrien raved about recent 
new items, including egg rolls.

“It’s a lot different now,” 

he said. “We are able to try 
new things almost every day. 
It thinks it’s great. I think the 
food has massively improved.”

He also complimented the 
friendliness of the cafeteria 
staff.

School Committee mem-
ber AJ Christopher said he 
was happy to see the various 
programs in the school, es-
pecially those that aimed at 
providing opportunities to try 
new things.

“It’s great to see this go-
ing on in this schools,” said 
Christopher. “It’s good to see 
the staff interact with the stu-
dents and its good to see the 
numbers trend in the right 
direction.”

New offerings, taste tests highlight food service initiatives 

Jammie Junket
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HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST ....................

$799
ea

USDA INSP.  FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 16.5 OZ BOX ..................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHEFS TOGATHER

PIGS IN A BLANKET 24 PC BOX ... ea
$399

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 CT 2 LB BAG ...................

SALE DATES: 12/18/25-12/24/25 • CLOSED 12/25

$169
lb

USDA INSP. BUDBALL OLD TYME
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
HARDWOOD 
SMOKED HAM ......................

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE
PORK CROWN ROAST ............
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
HOLIDAY ROAST PORK LOIN
STORE MADE STUFFED WITH
HAM, CHEESE, PEPPERS, 
ONIONS, SPICES ..............................

$288
lb

lb

lb
$199USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK WHOLE HAM .............

$449
lb

$266

USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS
POLSKA KIELBASA
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ 
USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE SMOKED PIT HAM

$299
lb

$366
lb

$155
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1399

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN
RIB EYE or 

STANDING ROAST
$1277

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

LEG LAMB

USDA INSP. FROZEN
WHOLE GOOSE ........................$1299

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN PARMESAN
MINI SPRING ROLLS 8 PAK........ ea

$399

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTION 
BUTT or SHANK ...................

$669
lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 

FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROASTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN IMPORTED

LAMB RACKS
$1499

lb

Gift Cards
Available!

$777
lb

& Happy Holidays!
OIL • HVAC

413-998-0090

PROPANE
413-998-0080

StateLinePropaneOil.com
Lic. S1: 303179 • P1: 204150 • HOD: 737 • 478

500•514 Salmon Brook St. 
Granby, CT

Go Ductless!
Let us design a system
that works for your 
environment.

Looking for an
AC solution 

for your home 
or office?

AC Tune-Ups & New Installations

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT

DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 • Fax 413-789-3738

www.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”

AGAWAM – Snow is fall-
ing and Agawam Public Li-
brary is calling. Join us for 
a great lineup of events for 
December that will keep you 
mindful and joyous this hol-
iday season. 

Our annual Festival of 
Trees is back and you won’t 
want to miss out. The Fes-
tival of Trees is a commu-
nity-wide holiday gallery of 
hand-made trees displayed 
throughout the library. Cre-
ate something truly unique 
by building a tree out of 
unusual materials like soda 
cans or egg cartons. Fam-
ilies, friends, coworkers, 
classes – everybody is en-
couraged to join in on the 
fun. Completed trees should 

be dropped off at the library 
by Dec. 18. For more infor-
mation and guidelines for 
submission, please visit the 
library Information Desk 
or go to agawamlibrary.
org. Trees will be on display 
at the library from Dec. 18 
through Jan. 5, beginning 
with our Opening Reception 
on Thursday, Dec. 18 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Clini Community 
Room. Come view the cre-
ative trees, enjoy the sounds 
of the season and indulge in 
some holiday treats. Please 
register to attend.

Instructor Heidi Taber-
man will lead participants in 
an hour of gentle Chair Yoga 
on Wednesday mornings at 
9:05 a.m. Classes are drop-

in; please note that there is 
no class on Dec. 24. 

Looking to have some fun 
and indulge in the music of 
the season? Join us for Holi-
day Music Bingo on Monday, 
Dec. 22 at 6:30 p.m. Get in 
the holiday spirit as we play 
bingo and enjoy some sea-
sonal treats. Prizes will be 
awarded to those who have 
a winning bingo card. Our 
Adult Craft Night this month 
will take place on Monday, 
Dec. 29 at 6:30 p.m. and par-
ticipants will make a cute 
hand painted snowman or-
nament. This craft features 
acrylic paint, a wooden 
round, fabric and pompoms. 
Make a sweet snowman 
friend to keep around all 

winter long. Please register 
to attend these events.

Our monthly programs 
are an excellent way for folks 
to pursue their interests or 
try out something new. Join 
our Writers Group hosted 
by Katherine Anderson on 
Thursday, Dec. 18 at 6 p.m. 
This in-person workshop is 
open to writers of all levels 
and genres. There will be op-
portunities for peer and host 
feedback, finding opportuni-
ties for submission to maga-
zines, literary journals, and 
presses, and more. Registra-
tion is required. 

Professional wrestling 
fans take note. We have an 
extra special event coming 
up in the new year that you 

won’t want to miss. Author, 
podcaster and former WWE 
media journalist Brian R. 
Solomon will host a presen-
tation and book signing for 
his latest book, Irresistible 
Force: the Life and Times of 
Gorilla Monsoon on Satur-
day, Jan. 24 at 10 a.m. Brian’s 
encyclopedic knowledge 
of professional wrestling is 
clearly displayed in his biog-
raphy of Gorilla Monsoon, 
one of the original charac-
ter wrestlers in the early 
days of the WWWF/WWF 
and later the “voice” of the 
WWF events. Don’t miss 
this amazing opportunity 
to connect with this prolific 
chronicler of the profession-
al wrestling world! Registra-

tion to attend this event will 
open on Dec. 22. 

Thank you to the Agawam 
Center Library Association 
for sponsoring select library 
programs. The library will 
continue collecting non-per-
ishable food items through-
out December. Upcoming 
holiday closings include: 
closing at 12:30 p.m. on Dec. 
24, closed on Dec. 25, closing 
at 5 p.m. on Dec. 31, closed 
on Jan, 1. During the winter 
months, any closings or late 
openings due to inclement 
weather will be reported to 
local TV stations 22 and 40, 
as well as their websites and 
the library’s social media 
platforms.

Adult programs remaining this month at library

AGAWAM – The West of 
the River Chamber of Com-
merce (WRC) and the West 
of the River Chamber 501c3 
Foundation announced to-
day a charitable donation 
to the Partnership for Edu-
cation in West Springfield, 
made possible through a por-
tion of the proceeds raised at 
the Chamber’s Annual Food 
Fest West celebration held in 
November.

The donation reflects the 
Chamber’s ongoing com-
mitment to supporting ed-
ucational initiatives that 
strengthen the local commu-
nity and create opportunities 
for students, educators, and 
families in West Springfield.

“Each year, Food Fest 
West brings together busi-
nesses, residents, and com-
munity partners to celebrate 
the vibrancy of our region,” 
said Robin Wozniak, Execu-
tive Director of the West of 
the River Chamber of Com-
merce. “We are proud to ex-
tend the impact of this event 
by supporting the Partner-
ship for Education and the 
important work it does to 
enhance learning experienc-
es for students across West 
Springfield.”

The Partnership for Ed-
ucation provides funding, 
resources, and volunteer 
support for programs that 
enrich curriculum, foster in-

novation, and promote stu-
dent success. Contributions 
such as this one help sustain 
initiatives that would other-
wise be beyond the reach of 
traditional school budgets.

The Chamber’s Annual 
Food Fest West featured lo-
cal restaurants, breweries, 
and food businesses, draw-
ing strong attendance and 
community engagement. 
WRC and its Foundation 
plan to continue supporting 
educational and charitable 
organizations throughout 
the region as part of their 
mission to strengthen the lo-
cal business community and 
enhance quality of life in the 
West of the River region.

The West of the River Chamber of Commerce recently donated proceeds from Food Fest West to 
Partnership for Education.

Chamber makes donation
from Food Fest Event

AGAWAM – Sacred 
Heart Church in Feeding 
Hills has announced its 
upcoming Mass scheduled 
for the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays. 

On Christmas Eve, Dec. 
24, there will be a 4 p.m. 

Mass. That will be followed 
by a late-evening pass at 
10 p.m. called the Solemn 
Christmas Mass at Night. 
About 15 minutes prior to 
the Mass, there will be a 
musical selection.

On Christmas Day, 

Thursday, Dec. 25, Mass will 

be celebrated at 10 a.m.
For the New Year’s holi-

day, known as the Solemni-
ty of Mary, Mother of God, 
Mass will be celebrated on 
Wednesday, Dec. 31 at 4 
p.m. and on Thursday, Jan. 1 
at 10 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church announces 
upcoming holiday Mass schedule

AGAWAM – Applica-
tions are now available 
for the 2026 Agawam Col-
leen contest. The contest 
is open to young women of 
Irish heritages age 17 to 22. 
Applications are due Dec. 
20 and can be found at the 
new St. Patrick’s Committee 
website, www.agawamst-
patricks.com.

At that link you can find 
the application as well as 
information on the upcom-
ing events sponsored by the 
committee and the entire 

Irish season calendar.
Applications for the col-

leen competition will be 
invited to attend an infor-
mation meeting at Agawam 
Public Library on Jan. 3 at 
11 a.m. to learn more about 
the process. Anyone with 
questions can also email: 
agawamstpatricks317@
gmail.com.

Last year, the event fea-
tured just four contestants. 
Typically, a colleen is cho-
sen along with four court 
members. In previous years, 

the contest has featured 
anywhere from 10 to 20 con-
testants, giving judges, who 
are drawn from different 
communities’ St. Patrick’s 
Committee to ensure neu-
trality and objectivity in the 
selection process, a choice 
in who is crowned colleen 
and who else is named to 
the court.

But in recent years, there 
have been right around 
five contestants, making 
the biggest choice who is 
named the colleen.

Colleen contest applications 
closing this weekend

AGAWAM – The Depart-
ment of Public Works is 
pleased to announce that 
USA Waste and Recycling 
will be providing a collec-
tion of Christmas Trees 
during the week of Jan. 12 
to 16.

Christmas trees will be 
collected on the same day as 
scheduled trash collection.  
Please be aware that the 
regular trash truck will not 
be collecting trees, a sepa-

rate truck will be running 
for the collection of trees.

Christmas trees 7’ or 
larger must be cut in half 
and placed on the tree belt 
no earlier than 7am of the 
collection day listed above.  

Trees in plastic bags will 
not be collected. 

It is not the responsibility 
of the hauler to dig out trees 
buried in the snow due to 
plowing or excessive snow-
fall prior to the scheduled 

collection days.  
In the event of a snow 

delay during the scheduled 
collection week, residents 
should make alternative 
arrangements to recycle 
their trees at the Bondi’s 
Island Landfill.  Collection 
routes for trees will not be 
re-scheduled.  

Residents may dispose 
of trees prior to or after the 
scheduled collection days at 
the Bondi’s Island Landfill.

Christmas Tree collection set 
to take place in mid-January
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

197 Main Street
Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net
 413-896-8297

It’s Celebration Time!
TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,

LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS, 
AND MUCH MORE! 

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor 
Event Rental Needs

December events for kids and teens at the Agawam Library

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

AGAWAM – There is a lot 
to celebrate at the Agawam 
Library this December. We 
will have fun, free programs 
for kids and teens, including 
a Lantern Making & Winter 
Sing-along for all ages. At the 
Lantern Making and Win-
ter Sing-along we will make 
lanterns together and sing 
together to celebrate the 
Winter Solstice. To register 
for this event, or any of our 
other December events go to 
our website: agawamlibrary.
org or call 413-789-1550 ext. 
3.

Programs are listed in al-
phabetical order.

Art and Stories - For ages 
3 – 5

Tuesday. Dec. 23 at 9:30 

a.m. - Drop-in.
Join us for a short story 

time followed by an art proj-
ect. We will explore simple 
art concepts and experiment 
with materials. Please wear 
clothing that can get messy.

Family Take and Make 
Crafts - For all ages

First Day of the Week and 
Thursdays - While supplies 
last - Drop-in and pick up.

A new Take and Make 
craft will be available the 
first day of each week and 
again on Thursdays.

Dec. 22 and 24: Deer Hand 
Puppet,

Dec. 29 and 31: Fireworks 
Paper Cup Craft

Grow, Play and Learn - 
This program is provided by 

Pathways for Parents.
Wednesdays and Fridays 

Ages 0-2 at 9:30 a.m. Ages 3-5 
at 10:30 a.m. - Drop-in.

No class Dec. 24 through 
Dec. 31

Stories, songs and skill 
building, led by an Early 
Childhood Developmental 
trained staff member, guid-
ing caregivers in strength-
ening interactions with their 
child. 

Pre-K Pals - For ages 3 - 5 
This program is provided 

by Pathways for Parents.
Mondays in December at 

11 a.m. - Registration is re-
quired

No class on Monday, Dec. 
29. We will provide activities 
to help your child to learn 

through playing. 
Special Saturday Drop-In 

Craft: 3-D Winter Ornament 
Craft - For All Ages

Saturday, Dec. 27, All Day 
- While supplies last - Drop-
in and pick up.

Create snowy scenes 
you’ll be proud to display. 
Great for winter crafts, these 
3D ornaments feature either 
a smiling snowman or cheer-
ful reindeer. 

Stroller Strides with FIT-
4MOM - For parents & their 
child ages 1 month - 10 years 
old

Saturday, Dec. 20 at 9:30 
a.m. - Registration is re-
quired

This program is brought 
to us by FIT4MOM. Stroll-

er Strides is a 60-minute 
total-body workout with 
strength, cardio, and core 
training, all while engaging 
the little ones in a stroller.

Teen After School Drop-
In – For grades 9-12

Tuesday, Dec. 23 at 2 p.m.
Stop by the library after 

school and visit the Activi-
ty Room. Play our Nintendo 
Switch, try out the button 
maker, eat snacks, or just 
hang out. No registration 
necessary. There is no Drop-
in on Dec. 30. 

Teen Take and Make Craft 
– For grades 7-12

Available now
Stop by the Teen Space 

to pick up a Take and Make 
Craft kit. They’ll be available 

until we run out of supplies. 
No registration necessary.

Teen Trivia Thursday – 
For grades 7-12

Thursday, Dec. 18 from 2 
to 3:30 p.m.

Visit the Teen Space and 
answer a trivia question to 
get a small prize.

Toddler Time - For 19 mo. 
- 36 mo.

Monday, Dec. 22 at 9:30 
a.m. - Drop-in. 

Join us as we read stories, 
sing, and play together.

Winter Bingo - For grades 
K-4 

Tuesday, Dec. 30 at 6 p.m. 
- Registration is required.

Come play winter themed 
bingo. Prizes will be awarded 
every round.

Members of Feeding Hills Congregational Church packaged Christmas cookies for the 
residents of Soldier On. Pictured are Deb Burba, Sandy Pitzer, Linda Heinze, Maddy Brown.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Cookie donations

HOLYOKE — Holyoke 
Community College has 
opened registration for its 
Spring 2026 catalog of non-
credit personal enrichment 
and professional develop-
ment classes. 

The spring calendar be-
gins Jan. 12, with individual 
classes running on different 
schedules throughout the 
semester. 

New next semester is a 
series of classes for seniors 
focused on basic technol-
ogy. Each one-hour class 
is available for just $20 
and cover a wide range of 
subjects, including Win-
dows 11, Microsoft Word, 
Microsoft Excel, Micro-
soft PowerPoint, Canva 
( for graphic design), Arti-

ficial Intelligence, Zoom, 
smartphone use (Android 
or iPhone), managing and 
editing photos, document 
storage, web browsers, and 
computer scams.

Other classes for spring 
include cooking (Caribbe-
an, charcuterie, Puerto Ri-
can, Southern), wine tasting 
(winter reds, Tuscany, New 
Zealand, Rose, summer 
wines), sewing ( for begin-
ners), sewing (machine), 
watercolor painting, acryl-
ic painting, drawing, pia-
no, conversational French, 
conversational Spanish, 
music technology, voice-
over coaching, financial lit-
eracy, retirement planning, 
K-12 education (profession-
al development), writing 

and publishing ( fiction, 
nonfiction, screenwriting, 
short stories, query letters, 
mysteries, travel, blogs), 
ChatGPT, how to launch a 
pet-sitting and dog-walking 
business, and Quickbooks.

Most classes meet in the 
Kittredge Center for Busi-
ness and Workforce Devel-
opment on the main HCC 
campus, 303 Homestead 
Ave. Cooking and wine-tast-
ing classes meet at the HCC 
MGM Culinary Arts Insti-
tute, 164 Race St. Some 
classes meet over Zoom.

To see complete spring 
course listings and sched-
ules, or to register, please 
visit hcc.edu/bcs. 

More classes will be add-
ed as spring approaches.

HCC opens registration for 
Spring 2026 noncredit classes

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College recently 
welcomed Richard Michaud 
as its director of facilities and 
engineering.

Michaud comes to HCC 
with decades of experience 
in facilities management, en-
gineering, infrastructure and 
utilities improvement proj-
ects. 

Most recently, he worked 
as the chief engineer and di-
rector of facilities manage-
ment for Edith Nourse Rogers 
Memorial Veterans Admin-
istration Medical Center in 

Bedford, Mass., where he was 
responsible for facilities op-
erations, maintenance and 
repair, new construction and 
renovations. He previously 
worked for 12 years as project 
engineer for the VA Boston 
Healthcare System. 

Michaud earned his bach-
elor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering at Boise State 
University and holds a mas-
ter’s degree in business ad-
ministration from Phoenix 
University. He served for 24 
years with the U.S. Navy, in-
cluding 10 years with the Civil 

Engineer Corps. He was hon-
orably discharged in 2014.

“We’re excited that Rich-
ard has joined us,” said 
Narayan Sampath, HCC vice 
president of administration 
and finance. “His depth of 
knowledge and experience, 
both at the VA and in the 
Navy will be a valuable as-
set to HCC. I look forward 
to working with him and his 
team in the future addressing 
the infrastructure needs at 
the college.”

Michaud started his job at 
HCC on Nov. 10. 

HCC welcomes Richard Michaud as 
director of facilities and engineering

HOLYOKE – NAMI-WM 
is holding a calendar raf-
fle fundraiser for February 
2026. Participants will pay 
$15 for a chance to win 
prizes awarded each day 
of the month. These prizes 
include gift cards to vari-
ous local businesses, and 
cash prizes. Through our 
fundraising, we are able to 

raise awareness and pro-
vide essential education, 
advocacy, support groups 
and programs throughout 
your Western Mass area.   
Mental health support and 
awareness has become an 
increasingly important is-
sue with all of the changes 
in the world. Our dedica-
tion and commitment to 

mental health awareness 
and support within our 
communities is vital. Our 
Board of Directors, along 
with our dedicated staff, 
colleagues and volunteers 
work together with an ongo-
ing goal to get our services, 
advocacy and assistance 
out into the community.   

NAMI holding calendar raffle

 AGAWAM – Flu season is 
upon us. The Agawam Health 
Department still has a very 
limited supply of senior 
High- dose flu vaccine and 
regular flu vaccine available.  
Once gone there will be no 
more until next year. Home 
visits available to be sched-
uled for homebound seniors.

Don’t be sick for the holi-
days, get vaccinated today.

Please call Nurse Pam at 
726-9722 to schedule an ap-
pointment.

Town nurse 
announces 
last-chance 
flu shots

ST PETERSBURG, FL – 
The 45nd annual “Agawam 
Day in Florida” will be held 
on 

Wednesday, March 4, 
2026 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Former Agawam residents, 
old friends, classmates 
and relatives will meet at 

Fort DeSoto National Park, 
St. Petersburg, FL. for a re-
union, picnic, raffles, hugs 
and to share old memo-
ries. For more information, 
contact: Hank Drewnows-
ki call/text 860-462-7273 
or email - hdrew2452@
gmail.com. 

Agawam Day in Florida 
tradition continues

AGAWAM – Please 
be advised that there are 
openings for a perma-
nent position and an al-
ternate position on the 
Agawam Zoning Board of 
Appeals effective January, 

2026.  Interested parties 
should contact Barbara 
Bard at 413-726-9716 or 
send in a letter of interest 
to bbard@agawam.ma.us 
as soon as possible.

Two positions open on 
Zoning Board of Appeals

Subscribe to the Agawam Advertiser News 
online at 

agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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Dear Rusty: 
I am almost 57, divorced 

after a 14-year marriage. 
My former spouse is 15 
years older than I and made 
significantly more money 
than me. I am required to 
retire from my job at age 60 
but expect to keep working 
in some capacity.  

 I have a girlfriend of a 
similar age to me. She did 
not earn as much as her 
former husband as she 
mainly raised their chil-
dren. She is also divorced 
from an older spouse who 
made more money than 
she did. I am trying to fig-
ure out if we will be pe-
nalized if we marry or if it 
matters if we wait until af-
ter we reach 60 years of age. 
Can I claim my own bene-
fits when I become eligible 
at 62, then claim survivor 
benefits later, whenever 
my former spouse passes? 
Is that affected if, or when, 
I remarry? I do not want to 
give up my potential sur-
vivor benefits from my ex-
spouse. Are those affected 
if I remarry?  

If I understand correct-
ly, if I remarry even after 
60, we would both forfeit 
divorced spousal benefits, 
is that right? Given that my 
girlfriend’s former spouse 
probably made more mon-
ey than I, would she be for-
feiting her former spousal 
benefits if we were to mar-
ry, even after age 60?  

Lastly, I am considering 
retiring abroad as an expat. 
Any suggestions about how 
that would affect our Social 
Security benefits? 

Signed: Starting Over  
 
Dear Starting Over: 
With certain exceptions, 

benefits from a living ex-
spouse cannot be collect-
ed if you remarry (regard-
less of your age when you 
remarry). So, from what 
you’ve shared, whenever 
you remarry both you and 
your new wife will forfeit 
eligibility for benefits from 
your respective ex-spouses 
while they are living (FYI, 
there are exceptions for 
those who are disabled).   

However, the rules are 
different for a surviving ex-
spouse: if you remarry be-
fore age 60, you will forfeit 
your surviving ex-spouse 
benefit. But if you remarry 
after age 60, you retain el-
igibility to collect survivor 
benefits from a deceased 
former spouse. So, if you 
and your girlfriend remar-
ry after you are both age 
60, you will both still be 
able to claim survivor ben-
efits based on your former 
spouses’ records.  

And, yes, it is possible 
for you to initially claim 
your own SS retirement 
benefit at 62 and claim 
your surviving ex-spouse 
benefit later after your for-
mer spouse dies. Provided 
you remarry after age 60 
you do not lose that option, 
but if you were to claim a 
surviving ex-spouse ben-
efit before reaching your 
Full Retirement Age, the 
monthly payment amount 
would be reduced, all SS 
benefits taken before FRA 
are reduced. 

Note too, that if you 
plan to continue working 
after you are first eligible 
for SS benefits, Social Secu-
rity has an “earnings test” 
which limits how much 
you can earn from working 
while collecting early bene-
fits. The limit changes year-
ly for 2025 it is $23,400 and 
if exceeded, SS will take 
back $1 in benefits for ev-
ery $2 you are over the lim-
it. And, as you likely know, 
claiming at age 62 will also 
mean a benefit payment of 
about 30% less than avail-
able at your FRA of 67. So, if 
you plan to work after age 
62 and plan to claim ear-
ly SS, you should take the 
“earnings test” into con-
sideration. FYI, the earning 
test no longer applies after 
you reach your Full Retire-
ment Age.  

Now, regarding retiring 
overseas, be aware that So-
cial Security has limits on 
where you can collect U.S. 
Social Security benefits. I 
suggest you use Social Se-
curity’s Payments Abroad 
Screening Tool to find 
out if benefits are payable 
wherever you plan to retire 
abroad. That SSA tool can 
be found here:

https://www.ssa.gov/
international/payments_
outsideUS.html.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at ss-
advisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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About remarrying 
and benefits from 
an ex-spouse

The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on 
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local 
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the 
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered for 

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition before the 
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the 
Agawam Advertiser News.

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

BACKYARD  ❙   page 5

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Are you in need 
of a plant for a 
hostess gift 
this holiday 
season but 
poinsetti as 
aren’t your 
cup of tea? 
Look no fur-
ther! I will give 
you my top two 
non-poinsettia 
picks, and share 
my experiences growing 
these plants. 

Hopefully you will find 
the perfect gift for someone 
on your list.

Florist Cyclamen (Cycla-
men persicum) is a delight-
ful  indoor plant that flowers 
during the winter months 
and is available at local 
nurseries and box stores. Its 
quarter-sized blooms in red, 
pink and white are unique in 
that the petals are bent back 
and held above pretty, heart-
shaped, silver-margined 
leaves.  

There are varying types 
available with fancy flowers 
and intricately patterned fo-
liage.

The cyclamen plant is 
tuberous and unfortunately 

is best propagated by seed 
or by division of its fibrous 
roots. Usually this task is left 
to the experts who are best 
able to deal with erratic ger-
mination and roots that are 
susceptible to rot. 

A few years back I became 
the owner of my very first 
cyclamen (thanks, Mom!). 
I had a little trouble after 
awhile.  

During the spring its 
leaves yellowed and fell off 
so I threw it out. Little did I 
know that leaf loss was sup-
posed to happen! It was go-
ing dormant.  

With the cyclamen’s 
bloom time during the win-
ter, it has a period of dor-
mancy mid spring through 
the end of summer when it’s 

leaves will yellow and shed 
and it will demand 
next to no water. This 

time frame is 
opposite of 

what we are 
used to with 
our peren-

nial flowers 
that bloom during 
the summer and go 
dormant during the 

winter.  
In late August, we can 

begin watering again and 
leaves will sprout anew be-
fore the blooming cycle be-
gins during the fall.  

Another favorite holiday 
plant by the name of Paper-
whites start out as a bulb. 
The bulbs are available now 
by mail and from local nurs-
eries and garden centers.  

Sometimes you can “fill 
a bag” with the exact num-
ber you want, which is really 
neat. Upon inspection of the 
bulb and the picture on the 
label, you’ll note that Paper-
whites look very much like 
our outdoor daffodils.  

Paperwhites are cousins 
to these spring harbingers 

  Two holidays plants 
suited for gift giving

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

An Oakham resident saw 
a purple finch in her yard re-
cently. 

The purple finch is about 
six inches long. It has a stur-
dy body, short tail and a con-
ical bill designed to crack 
seed. The male has raspberry 
red covering its head, chest 
and back. The color fades 
into a lighter pink tone on 
the belly. The wings and tail 
are brown with red high-
lights. The female has no red 
coloring and is brown and 
white with heavy streaking. 
It has a white eyebrow stripe. 

The purple finch and 
house finch are often con-
fused. The purple finch as 
a more uniform raspberry 
color and the house finch is 
more orange red color. The 
house finches color is lim-
ited to the head and upper 
chest. The purple finch also 
has notch at the base of its 
tail and is larger. 

Purple finches bread pri-
marily in Canada and the 
northeastern United States 
including New England and 
the Great Lakes region. The 
purple finch is the state bird 
of New Hampshire.

A typical clutch consists 
of for or five pale blue  eggs 
with small dark speckles. The 
female incubates the eggs for 
about 12–14 days while the 
male provides food. Once 
hatched, both parents feed 
the nestlings a mixture of 
regurgitated seeds and in-
sects to ensure proper nu-
trition. The fledglings leave 
the nest roughly two weeks 

after hatching, though par-
ents continue feeding and 
protecting them for another 
week or two.

They are fond of black oil 
sunflower seeds, safflower 
seeds, and millet offered in 
tube or platform feeders. In 
summer they supplement 
their diet with insects and 
catepillars as well as black-
berries and cherries.

Birds during snow storm
A Brimfield resident 

emailed, “During the recent 
snow storm (Tuesday, Dec. 
2) there were 30 plus dark-

GARDEN   ❙   page 5

  Purple 
finch
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. American 

automotive titan
  4. Tire term
  7. Two-year-old 

sheep
 10. Indigenous 

people of Thailand
 11. Anti-Soviet Cold 

War group
 12. Actress de Armas
 13. Not moving
 15. Cool!
 16. Plants of the 

arum family
 19. Connected with 

touch
 21. Pen stain
 23. Monetary units
 24. School kids’ art 

project
 25. Early Bell Canada 

executive
 26. Sword
 27. Hates
 30. Fixed in one 

place
 34. Pie _ __ mode
 35. Moved swiftly on 

foot
 36. Carrier on 

vehicle
 41. A path to get 

through
 45. “Rule, Britannia” 

composer
 46. Spiritual leader
 47. Flowing
 50. Respectful 

compliments
 54. Cure
 55. Soft, lightweight 

fabric
 56. Building material
 57. Japanese 

delicacy
 59. A way to cause 

to be swollen
 60. One and only
 61. You might get 

one in summer
 62. Wreath

 63. Thus far
 64. They __
 65. Employee 

reference number   

CLUES DOWN
   1. Policemen (French)
  2. Toy dog
  3. Intestinal condition
  4. Muscular 

weaknesses
  5. Helps little firms
  6. Alphabetical lists
  7. Takes down
  8. Facilitates
  9. Ethnic people of 

Ethiopia
 13. Engine additive
 14. Explorers group
 17. Written account
 18. Consumed
 20. Opposite of first
 22. No (slang)
 27. Government 

lawyers
 28. NY Giants great

 29. Small amount
 31. A way to save for 

your future
 32. Fall behind
 33. Midway between 

northeast and east
 37. Head pain
 38. Wildly popular 

sport
 39. “Princess Diaries” 

actress Hathaway
 40. Boat race
 41. About fish
 42. Nursemaid
 43. Able to be 

marketed
 44. Not as large
 47. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 48. Paddle 
 49. Oneness
 51. Bitter chemical
 52. Not around
 53. Very fast airplane
 58. Main tributary of 

the Rhine

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

and bloom easily inside with 
little more than light, some-
thing to anchor the devel-
oping roots (soil or rocks) 
and water to get them grow-
ing. They don’t need to go 
through a period of cold in 
order to bloom like outdoor 
narcissus do. 

In just about four weeks 
after planting you’ll be de-
lighted with flowers galore!  

Decide for yourself if you 
like the fragrance or you find 
it a little overpowering. Pre-
vent leaves and stems from 
stretching by placing your 

container in a cool spot in 
your home during the night 
and enjoy the flowers in your 
living spaces during the day.  

After flowering is done, 
throw the bulbs out free 
of guilt; they won’t bloom 
again consistently. One year 
you may remember that I 
did try to regrow the bulbs 
by allowing them to dry out 
within the container I had 
first grown them in. Of the 
four bulbs, two had life left 
in them a year later.  

I watered and waited 
and leaves did grow, but no 
flowers ever came. I ended 

up chalking it up to an ex-
perience and starting over 
with new bulbs the following 
winter.

Have fun experiment-
ing with these plants or any 
number of beauties worthy 
of a good home for the hol-
idays.

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. For 33 
years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email 

it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.

eyed juncos in the yard and 
one white-throated sparrow. 

Bird bath visitors
The Brimfield resident said 
he went looking for his bird 
bath heater and could not 
find it. 

He said, “Eventually I did 
find it, in the bird bath. It 
wasn’t connected and grass 
had grown over the cord 
so I couldn’t see it, but dug 
around and eventually found 
the cord, got it plugged in and 
now the bath isn’t freezing.”

He has a trail camera near 
the bird bath. Lots of birds 
are using the bird bath, most-
ly to get a drink. Birds coming 
to the bird bath include blue 
jay, Carolina wren, cardinal, 
cedar waxwing (six), chick-
adee, goldfinch, mourning 
dove, robin (three), titmouse 
and white-throated sparrow.

He said, “Robins took a 
bath but when it was warm-
er, temperature in the upper 
40s. Junco are the only cold 
weather bathers.” Mammals 
seen at the bird bath are 
opossum, raccoon, mouse at 
least two and a mole.

He thinks the tub he uses 
for the bird bath has a leak 
because the water level goes 
down and he has to refill it 
ever couple of day. He said, 
“The local pond are now 
frozen. We did a few trips 
around the area and never 
saw any migrating ducks, just 
mallards and Canada geese.

Helping birds
Birds are attracted to water 
during winter months. They 
do not bath when tempera-
tures are below freezing, 
but they do take a drink. A 
source of unfrozen water 

will attract birds. 
Providing wild birds with 

clean drinking water is help-
ful. However, providing a 
roomy bathing area that stays 
thawed even in severely-cold 
weather can be harmful in 
some cases. Before heating 
devices kept birdbaths ice 
free, birds could bathe in nat-
urally-melted water and be 
able to fly off without their 
feathers freezing. According 
to the blog Cool Green Sci-
ence-Stories of The Nature 
Conservancy, birds bathing 
while air temperatures are 
frigid risk harm due to frozen 
feathers: https://blog.natre.
org/2022/01/31/should-you-
provide-birds-water-in-win-
ter/.

The article suggests mod-
ifying heated birdbaths so 
that birds can safely drink, 
but not bathe. A metal heat-
ing element that keeps a 
small section of the birdbath 
thawed works well. People, 
who have  bird feeders or 
simple feeding stations may 
add shallow unbreakable 
container around. the area. 
Yes, it can be labor-inten-
sive, but they can easily pour 
water into them (hot water 
when it’s below freezing) and 
provide fresh water for at 
least a short period of time. 
As a source of drinking water, 
the containers can be filled 
with pebbles that will form 
small pockets of water where 
birds can get a drink of water.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
my b a ckyard88@a o l .c om 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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WESTFIELD – Amelia 
Park Children’s Museum 
announces the return of the 
Penguin Plunge to be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 24, 2026, 
at 1 p.m. at Hampton Ponds 
State Park, Westfield MA. 
Check-in begins at 11:30 
a.m. Proceeds from the Pen-
guin Plunge will benefit the 
museum.

“The Penguin Plunge is 
a long-standing tradition in 
Westfield. We are very ex-
cited that we’re able to host 
the Penguin Plunge in 2026.” 
said Diane Chambers, Ex-
ecutive Director of the mu-
seum.    “We want to make 
this event a Plunge for the 
record books!” A member of 

the founding board, Cham-
bers, explains that interest 
in the museum is at an all-
time high. “We are seeing a 
tremendous increase in the 
number of visitors we serve. 
Please join us as we work to 
enhance our facility and pro-
grams to continue serving 
our community’s growing 
needs.” Through the years 
participants and sponsors 
of the Plunge have helped to 
raise over $370,000 to sup-
port Amelia Park Children’s 
Museum.

Plunge participants may 
join as an individual or as 
a team. Each participant 
pledges to raise a minimum 
of $75 from friends and 

family and is encouraged to 
collect as many sponsors as 
possible. Those under the 
age of 18 will receive a regis-
tration discount of $25.

There are monetary priz-
es of “cold hard cash’’ for 
the top three individuals or 
teams that raise the most 
money; first place - $300, 
second place - $200, third 
place - $100.

A costume contest is part 
of the fun, and participants 
are encouraged to come 
dressed creatively. There will 
be prizes for Best Individual 
Costume and Best Team 
Costume. 

Register in advance on-
line or at the Plunge on the 

day of the event from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Partic-
ipants will receive a free 
2026 Penguin Plunge T-shirt 
(while supplies last).

Sponsorship opportuni-
ties, registration and pledge 
forms are available via the 
museum website  https://
www.ameliaparkmuseum.
org/penguin-plunge  or can 
be picked up at the muse-
um. 

Don’t want to jump in 
the water?    No worries!    Be 
a spectator and cheer on 
the brave participants.   Hot 
chocolate, coffee, s’mores 
and other refreshments will 
be available to keep every-
one warm. 

Museum announces return of ‘Penguin Plunge’

WESTFIELD – The 
Horace Smith Fund, locat-
ed in Westfield, Massachu-
setts has scholarship and 
fellowship money available 
for residents of Hampden 
County, MA. Graduating 
high school seniors and stu-
dents already in college may 
apply for Scholarships of up 
to $12,000. Those in their 
final year of college and 
previous college graduates 
pursuing advanced degrees 
may apply for Fellowships 
of $15,000.  Applicants must 
maintain at least a B aver-
age in college and be en-
rolled as full-time students.  

Awards are made based 
on both academic achieve-
ment and merit.  Of great 
importance is a personal 
written account of why the 
student feels deserving of fi-
nancial assistance and their 
goals in pursuing higher ed-
ucation.  

Last year, $297,000 was 
awarded to 24 individuals.  
Scholarships were given to 
18 graduating seniors from 
11 Hampden County high 
schools.  Three scholar-
ships were also awarded to 
current college students to 

assist them in completing 
their undergraduate de-
grees, and three fellowships 
were given to college grad-
uates pursuing advanced 
degrees, who had graduated 
from Hampden County high 
schools.

The Horace Smith Fund 
was established in 1899 by 
the successful and gener-
ous philanthropist named 
Horace Smith, co-founder 
of Smith & Wesson, estab-
lished in Springfield.  The 
scholarships and fellow-
ships are named for Walter 
S. Barr, a West Springfield 
businessman, whose widow 
left the bulk of the family 
estate to The Horace Smith 
Fund in 1950.  

Completed applications 
must be received either 
electronically or by mail to 
The Horace Smith Fund at 
16 Union Avenue, Suite 2K, 
Westfield, MA 01085 no lat-
er than March 15, 2026.  Ap-
plications will also be avail-
able at local high school 
guidance offices, college 
financial aid offices, online 
at www.HoraceSmithFund.
org or by phoning (413) 739-
4222.   

Scholarship and Fellowship 
funds available

AGAWAM – Frustrat-
ed with broken holiday 
lights, or just have a bunch 
that no longer suits your 
needs?  No matter what 
the reason, resist the urge 
to throw old holiday lights 
in the curbside trash or 
recycling collection cart.   
Holiday light strings are 
known as “tanglers” in the 
recycling industry.  Tan-
glers are things like plastic 
bags, ropes, cords, hoses, 
wires, and light strings 
that jam sorting machin-
ery by wrapping around 
the equipment, which is 
dangerous for workers.

Light strings may be 
delivered to the Depart-
ment of Public Works 
front office from Dec. 1 to 
Jan. 16. This program is for 
light strings only: incan-
descent, LED and “icicle” 
light strings with wires 
and attached bulbs.  Box-
es, bags, and packaging 
must be removed before 
placing lights in the recy-
cling container.   Alterna-
tive options for recycling 
light strings would include 
mail back programs such 
as HolidayLEDs.com or 
Christmas-light-source.
com  

Agawam DPW hosts used 
holiday light collection

AGAWAM – Feed-
ing Hills Congregational 
Church, 21 North West-
field St. invites the com-
munity to a Blue Christ-
mas  Service on Sunday, 
Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. This may 
be the first holiday season 
after a loss, or perhaps 
2025 has been a difficult 

year. All are welcome to 
seek hope together in a 
supportive worship ser-
vice. Come as you are, to 
join for prayer, songs, and 
an Advent reflection. Join 
us as we seek hope and 
healing together. For more 
information call 413-786-
5061.  

Blue Christmas Service on 
Dec. 21 at 7 p.m.

Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
o f  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.
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In 2022, about $990,106 
was dedicated to roads and 
sidewalks. That number 
increased by $1 million in 
2023, and in 2025, the town 
has budgeted more than 
$2.73 million for road pav-
ing. Each line item, preven-
tative maintenance, rehabil-
itation, and reconstruction, 
has seen significant increas-
es. Johnson added that bills 
are still coming in, so that 
$2.73 million numbers could 
be higher by the end of the 
year.

“We have substantially in-
creased what we are spend-
ing on road maintenance,” 
Johnson said. “Local funding 
has increased. The million-
aires tax has helped increase 
Chapter 90 funds coming 
back to towns. We have done 

more in the past two years 
than has ever been done.”

Johnson said he knows 
everyone wants their road 
to be resurfaced, but it is 
a balancing act to choose 
what roads need the work 
the most.

“Priority also has be 
made to main roads so they 
are serviceable,” Johnson 
said. “We do have some 
main roads that will need to 
be done in the coming years. 
And we may have to bite 
the bullet to get the smaller 
roads done.”

While the construction 
season concluded for 2025, 
the fiscal year continues into 
the spring and the town will 
be doing more work once the 
paving plans open up in the 
spring and reconstruction 
and maintenance can begin 
once again.

Lions Club makes Toys for Tots donation

The Agawam Lions Club completed a recent donation drive, donating a few boxes of toys to the Toys for Tots program last week.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

ROAD   ❚   from page 1

Jammie Jingle nets 
huge donation for 
multiple charities

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
Health Department had a 
great response from multi-
ple schools and community 
groups as they collected pa-
jamas to be donated to those 
in needs. 

Pamela Franco, Agawam’s 
Public Health Nurse, orga-
nized the event. She thanked 
the community for their help.

“A huge thank you to all 
who supported Jammie Jin-
gle 2025. A special thanks to 
St. David’s church, Heritage 

Woods, Roberta Doering 
School, Agawam Junior High 
School, and Agawam High 
School for your collection 
efforts,” Franco said. “A total 
of 328 pajamas were collect-
ed in the Town of Agawam 
alone. Thank you for your 
generosity and spirit of giving 
this holiday season.”

All donations go to Shri-
ner’s, CHD For Kids, DCF 
Springfield, and The Ronald 
McDonald House.

Mayor Christopher Johnson shows off the donations collected at 
town hall.Jammies were also collected at St. David’s Church.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

More donations for the collection.

Jammie donations are loaded up.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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out of space.
Now, residents got a first-

hand look at a facility made 
for modern policing, includ-
ing a lot of space to hold re-
cords and evidence. 

Johnson, Gillis, and many 
other members of the police 
department were on hand 
to help with tours and give 
residents an inside look at 
the new facility, especially as 
many areas of the department 
will become secure locations 
following the open house in 

an effort to run a properly se-
cure headquarters.

The move starts a new era 
for the Agawam Police De-
partment and its officers. The 
open house saw a very good 
turnout, and the facility is 
just about complete with just 
small items remaining to be 
done as the moving process 
is also completed. The town 
also has to dispose of a lot of 
old furniture from the previ-
ous building. Some of it will 
be used by the department 
as well as furniture from the 
Springfield St. facility.

POLICE   ❚   from page 1

Above left, Police Chief Eric Gillis speaks during the grand opening ceremony. Above right, Officers greet the public.

Above, ttendees of the grand opening ceremony salute 
the flag. Left, Officer John Iatterelle with his baby at the 
open house. Right, Police Chief Eric Gillis, with Mayor 
Christopher Johnson and former Mayor William Sapelli 
showing the plaque in the police headquarters lobby.

The Agawam Police Headquarters sign is up. Mayor Christopher Johnson talks about the new facility with interested residents.
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AGAWAM – For the second 
straight year, Agawam High 
School boys basketball opened 
up with a rivalry matchup 
against West Springfield and 
played it on the campus of 
the University of Massachu-

setts-Amherst at the Mullins 
Center. Agawam held West 
Springfield to single digits in 
the first two frames and rode 
that to a 68-40 victory. Trev-
or Moynihan had 26 points 
to lead the Brownies, with 

Gavin Cruz coming up with 
10 points. Agawam starts out 
1-0 and faced Minnechaug 
earlier this week on the road. 
Agawam’s first home game is 
Thursday, Dec. 18 against Pope 
Francis at 7 p.m.

Brownies start strong, 
take care of West Side

PORTLAND, ME – The 
Portland Pirates ruined a lot 
of nights for the Worcester 
IceCats and Sharks through 
the decades.

The Railers got some re-
venge here Saturday evening 
by beating the Pirates, 4-2, 
in front of 4,803 fans as the 
Maine Mariners did a nostal-
gia game playing as the old 
AHL team.

The game went down to the 
final minutes with Worcester 
clinching it on Drew Callin’s 
empty net goal with 26 sec-
onds left in the third period. It 
was a 2-2 game with less than 

10 minutes to go in the third, 
then Ryan Miotto broke the tie 
with a great wrist shot from 
the left circle at 10:25.

Cole Donhauser and Matt 
DeMelis had the other Rail-
ers goals. Max Andreev and 
Robert Cronin scored for the 
Pirates. Once again Worcester 
got splendid goaltending from 
Parker Gahagen who stopped 
32 of 34 shots.

It was an outcome that 
could easily have been re-
versed except that Worcester 
refused to give in.

“I think we stuck with a lot 
of our game plan,” coach Nick 

Tuzzolino said. “We got put 
back on our heels a little bit at 
the start of the second period 
after a pretty good first period 
but I thought we responded 
well.”

The victory allowed the 
Railers to finish a seven-game 
road trip with a 4-2-1 record. 
They earned nine of a possible 
14 points, a .643 pace. Worces-
ter is 9-3-1 in its last 13 games.

The first period was played 
at a yellow light pace and 
ended 0-0 although Worces-
ter outshot the home team, 
13-7. Things quickened in the 
second and intensified just 

before the clock hit the game’s 
midway point.

The Railers were a man 
short when they developed a 3 
on 1. They crashed the Maine 
zone but probably got in too 
deep. Ross Mitton was the last 
man to touch the puck but 
had no room to beat goalie 
Brad Arvanitis.

On cue, the Mariners came 
back with an odd-man rush of 
their own. They finished this 
one well with Andreev firing 
20-footer under the crossbar 
from the left circle.

Worcester did not trail for 
long.

Donhauser stole the puck 
at center ice and outskated 
a pair of defenders. He made 
a little move between the cir-
cles and as Arvanitis reacted, 
Donhauser put a short shot 
between his pads.

DeMelis gave the Railers 
a 2-1 lead at 5:41 of the third 
period, scoring from in close. 
Cronin tied it on a power play 
at 9:12. Once again Worcester 
responded quickly as Miotto 
hit the top far corner from the 
left circle at 10:25.

The home team pressed 
but Gahegan shut them down 
until the buzzer sounded.

The two Worcester AHL 
teams had played the Pirates 
many times through the years 
and it was a very intense 
rivalry. Including playoff 
games, they battled 206 times. 
Worcester’s record was 91-86-
29. The IceCats were 43-45-16, 
the Sharks 44-37-13.

The city’s AHL teams were 
36-45-18 in what is currently 
called Cross Arena.

The American Hockey 
League won’t put this one in 
the standings, but the Rail-
ers were very happy to issue 
some payback for their prede-
cessors.

Worcester Railers score win over Portland Pirates

Clockwise from top left: 
Caeden Roeder gets some air 
while catching a pass; 
Dylan Jorgensen has to pivot 
after running into a defender;
Matthew Letellier powers his 
way to a short-range shot; 
Trevor Moynihan attempts a 
layup; 
Brody Sheehan makes an 
inbound pass; 
Yusef Ebrahim passes after 
passing midcourt.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 

GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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SportsSports

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD – A 
year ago, Sean Kefalas re-
corded a hat-trick leading 
the Ludlow hockey team to 
an overtime win against Aga-
wam in the season opener.

Kefalas began his senior 
season with two more goals, 
as the Lions coasted to an 8-1 
win over the Brownies at the 
Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield, last Saturday af-
ternoon.

“It feels great to win an-
other season opening game,” 
said Kefalas, who’s been a 
member of the Lions varsity 
hockey team since he was a 
freshman. “We won the West-
ern Mass. Class B title when 
I was a freshman. We had a 
lot of statement wins that 
season. This was another big 
statement win for us.”

Kefalas, who’s a starting 
defenseman, has scored 28 
career goals.

Ludlow sophomore goalie 
Jack Benda (6 saves) made his 
first varsity start in this year’s 
season opener.

Benda was replaced in 
goal by senior Ethan Steig-
meyer (8 saves) in the middle 
of the second period. 

“Jack played his heart out 
in his first varsity start. Then 
Ethan came in and he also 
played very well,” Kefalas 
said. “I’m very proud of both 
goalies.” 

Kefalas is one of the Lions 
captains, along with junior 
Evan Dias, senior Tannar Sev-
eryn, and senior Nick Deroin.

Agawam freshman Thom-
as Christopher and Kefalas 
are cousins. 

“My cousin plays for Aga-
wam, and it was a lot of fun 
playing against him for the 
first time,” Kefalas said. “I told 
my cousin that we were going 
to beat his team today, but I 
didn’t think we would score 
that many goals.”

Agawam senior goalie Joe 
Wilkinson (15 saves) also 
made his first varsity start.

Wilkinson was replaced by 
senior Brady Blanchette (10 
saves) before the start of the 
third period. 

“Neither one of our goalies 
had played in a varsity game 
before,” said Agawam head 
coach Todd Rowley. “We 
have about 15 new players 
on the varsity roster. Making 
the jump up to this level is 
extremely difficult.”

Ludlow took a 1-0 lead at 
the 2:37 mark when fresh-

man Teddy Iwasinski netted 
his first career goal, which 
was unassisted.

With three minutes left in 
the opening period, Kefalas 
scored his first goal of the 
season, which was assisted 
by senior AJ Stupak.

The Lions scored anoth-
er goal by freshman Nathan 
Ribeiro less than twenty sec-
onds into the second period, 
but it was disallowed by the 
referee.

Sophomore Andrew Lam-
bert did score a power-play 
goal two minutes later, which 
was unassisted, giving the Li-
ons a 3-0 lead.

Lambert is one of the six 
players from Belchertown 
High School listed on the Li-
ons varsity roster.

The other five Belcher-
town players, who play hock-
ey for Ludlow as part of a 
co-op, are junior Will Mitus, 
senior Gavin Harrington, 
freshman Nolan Chianciola, 
freshman Luke DeStafano, 
and senior Donald Rogers.

The Brownies supporters 
had something to cheer for 
following a tap-in goal from 
senior Andrew Holton, who’s 
an alternate captain, along 
with senior Casey Thomas. 
Senior captain Anthony Bar-

barini was credited with the 
assist. 

Ludlow quickly answered 
back with goals from Ribeiro 
and senior Connor Kokosa. 
Iwasinski assisted on Koko-
sa’s goal. 

With the Lions holding 
a 5-1 lead, Ludlow head 
coach Paul Rivest decided to 

change goalies.
“I told Jack and Ethan that 

they would be splitting play-
ing time in today’s game,” 
Rivest said. “I wouldn’t have 
changed goalies if Jack still 
had a shutout going.”

Rogers and junior Peter 
LeBorgne are also goalies for 
the Lions.

“We have four very good 
goalies, who could probably 
start for any other team in 
Western Mass.,” Rivest add-
ed. “We didn’t have a goalie a 
couple of years ago. I wish a 
couple of them were defense-
men.” 

AGAWAM – A repre-
sentative group of the 
Agawam High School 
wrestling team took part 
in Holyoke’s Knight-Hawk 
Classic. The Brownies 
scored 51 points in the 
meet, and had one partic-
ipant take second place. 
Kaleb Progulske was a 
runner-up at 138 pounds 
in the meet. Agawam had 
its first dual-meet at home 
against Ludlow Tuesday 
and will be back hosting 
the Phil Tomkiel Holiday 
Tournament after Christ-
mas on Dec. 29.

Brownies take part in Knight-Hawk

UTICA, N.Y. - The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (7-11-3-
2) received a pair of clutch, 
tie-breaking goals in the final 
period en route to a 3-2 win 
over the Utica Comets (5-14-
3-1) on Saturday night inside 
Adirondack Bank Center.

For a second straight road 
contest, the T-Birds had to 
lean on their goaltender in 
the opening period, as Geor-
gi Romanov was a frequent-
ly-tested goalie, making 14 
saves in the opening period, 
including a flashy left pad 
save on an in-tight chance 
from Utica captain Ryan 
Schmelzer on the first shift of 
the night. 

Springfield had the lone 
power play in the first, but in-
stead, Romanov was pressed 
into duty again, to which the 
Russian backstop answered 
the bell with a 2-on-1 denial 
on Nathan Legare. 

The Comets’ efforts finally 
led to a breakthrough at 6:14 
of the second as Dylan Wendt 
slid a pass to a streaking Jon-
athan Gruden, who threw a 
forehander over Romanov’s 
shoulder from the left side to 
give Utica the 1-0 advantage.

Just over six minutes lat-
er, Springfield equalized as 
Chris Wagner drove the puck 
down the left wing to the goal 
before stuffing a forehander 
through Nico Daws to make 
it 1-1 at 12:39. The goal was 
Wagner’s fifth in his last six 

games. 
As the game entered 

the third, the T-Birds were 
about to receive two clutch 
connections from a pair of 
rookies. First, Nikita Susuev 
netted his first AHL goal, as 
he swooped to a rebound be-
hind Daws’ net before wrap-
ping it around to the right 
post and behind the Comet 
netminder to give Spring-
field a 2-1 lead just 1:48 into 
the third.

Lenni Hameenaho swiftly 
got Utica back to a tie score 
at 4:09, as he unleashed a 
wicked one-time slapper 
through Romanov’s stick 
side, bringing the game to a 
2-2 deadlock.

One more time, though, 
the T-Birds had a rebuttal, 
this time from Marc-Andre 
Gaudet, who uncorked a slap 
shot that ricocheted off a Uti-
ca defender before bouncing 
behind Daws at 8:47 for the 
go-ahead goal, 3-2.

Romanov and the Spring-
field defense battened down 
the hatches from there, kill-
ing off a Utica power play 
and receiving numerous shot 
blocks in the closing min-
utes, including a clutch de-
nial by Alek Kaskimaki in the 
dying seconds. Romanov im-
proved to 2-0 for the season 
against Utica, stopping 65 of 
67 Comets shots over his two 
victories.

HOLYOKE – Women’s 
basketball wrapped up the 
fall semester portion of 
their season on Saturday 
afternoon, winning a third 
straight game. The Lady Cou-
gars racked up a season-high 
in points, thrashing local ri-
val Springfield Technical CC 
98-40. The home win extends 
Holyoke’s perfect home re-
cord to 4-0. 

Vivian Timmons (West 
Springfield, MA / Guilder-
land HS) and Annastacia 
Dixon (Keene, NH / Keene 
HS) led the charge for the 
Cougars, each registering a 
double-double in the contest 
while scoring a season-high 
in points. Timmons led Holy-
oke in points for the third 
straight game, scoring 36 in 

the win to go along with ten 
rebounds. Dixon tallied 29 
points and grabbed 15 re-
bounds for her double-dou-
ble while also leading the 
Lady Cougars in steals with 
seven. Tatiyana Zuniga 
(Westfield, MA / Westfield 
HS) led the way in assists 
with ten and had six steals.

Women’s basketball fin-
ishes the fall half of their 
campaign with a 6-2 regional 
record and a 7-4 overall re-
cord. Their scheduled Sun-
day, December 14th game 
has been postponed. Holy-
oke will enjoy some time off 
during the season hiatus, re-
suming with games on Jan. 
10. They play their next home 
game on Thursday, Jan. 15 at 
5:30 p.m.

HCC wraps up first part of 
schedule with win

T-Birds get clutch goals 
for win over Utica

Kaleb Progulske tries to get a grip on his opponent in a 138-pound match.

Domenick Pisano locks up 
in a first-round matchup.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Brownies ice hockey suffers tough opening loss

Ivan Gonzalez tries to keep possession of the puck.

BROWNIES ❙   page 10

Andrew Amato tries to bring his opponent to the mat.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser NewsPublic Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the 
Agawam Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a public hearing 
at the Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main St., Agawam, MA. on 
Monday, January 12,2026 at 
6:30PM for all parties interest-
ed in Natalya & Andrey Dom-
nenko’s appeal of the Inspector 
of Buildings’ Zoning Violation 
Notice, dated October 28, 2025, 
as allowed under the Town of 
Agawam’s Charter, Section 2-8, 
Paragraph C and MGL, Ch.40A, 
Section 8, regarding the prem-
ises identified as 262 Colemore 
Street.

Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson
Agawam Zoning 

Board of Appeals
12/18, 12/25/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD22P2328EA 

Estate of: 
Barbara Ann D’Agostino
Date of Death: 06/02/2017 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has been 
filed by David J D’Agostino 
of Feeding Hills, MA request-
ing that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a 
final account and other such 
relief as may be requested in the 
Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 

from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of  01/14/2026.

Thi s  i s  NOT a  hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: December 10, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/18/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1768EA
Estate of: 

Katy Lanae Meneke 
Date of Death: 05/21/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Laura L Meneke of Green-
field, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 

Laura L Meneke of Greenfield, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/02/2026. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may 
be taken without further no-
tice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons in-
terested in the estate are en-
titled to notice regarding the 
ad-ministration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of ad-
ministration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: December 04, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

12/18/2025

Stupak scored a pair of 
goals during the final two 
minutes of the second period 
giving the Lions a 7-1 lead en-
tering the final period.

Kefalas scored the Lions 
final goal on a wrist shot less 
than two minutes into the 
third period. 

It was the only regular 
season match-up between 
the two squads.

BROWNIES   ❚   from page 9

Clockwise from above: 
Nick Brown turns play around;
Brady Klinakis gets the loose puck behind the goal;
Anthony Barbarini tries to get away from an opposing player;
Joe Wilkinson gets ready to pounce on a loose puck;
Jackson Bates makes a backwards pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Some things never get old

oh George, Your oh George, Your 
promotion made promotion made 

this week’s this week’s 
business page. business page. 

Just wait UNTIl Just wait UNTIl 
the girls at the the girls at the 

social club social club 
see this!see this!

Whether it’s local calendars full of 
things to do, a press release about a 
promotion, school and town hall news or 
local businesses advertising their prod-
ucts and services - community news-
papers are the only medium to publish 
items that are important to you. 

As a publisher and printer for over 50 
years, Turley Publications, Inc.  remains 
committed to our community news-
papers and the towns and people we 
serve. 

So no matter what the daily pa-
pers are going through - our commu-
nity newspapers continue to thrive with 
unique local content. A long-standing 
tradition we’re proud to hold on to.

www.newspapers.turley.com

““
””

TurleyPublications turleynewsGet social with us
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FIREWOOD
DRY FIREWOOD

Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered, 
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
 413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small. 

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior 
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR. 

Submit resume and letter of intent to: 
www.schoolspring.com

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

VETERANS’ SERVICE 
OFFICER POSITION

The Town of Sturbridge is accepting ap-
plications to fill the part-time, 10 hours per 
week, Veteran’ Service Officer position.  
The position will act as a Veterans’ Agent 
and thus requires all appropriate State and 
Federal certification.  
Applications are available on-line on the 
Town of Sturbridge website under job op-
portunities.

https://www.sturbridge.gov/
your-government/pages/

job-opportunities
The position is non-union and reports to 
the Town Administrator.  The Town is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE).

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

TUNE-UPS

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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Each week you’ll receive
TOWN HALL NEWS  •  BUSINESS HAPPENINGS  •  AREA EVENTS  •  SPORTS

COMMUNITY STORIES  •  SCHOOL COVERAGE  •  CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

CALL US 

1-413-283-8393
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Use our website 
to securely subscribe 

online at
AGAWAMADVERTISERNEWS.TURLEY.COM

21

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________

Exp. Date: _______________________________  CVV2 code:  _____________

Signature ______________________________________________________

GIFT TO:

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  _________  Zip:  ___________

New            Renewal          Gift A GIFT CARD WILL BE SENT 
TO ANNOUNCE YOUR GIFT!

AAN23TMC

Yes!Yes!Yes!
❏   $35 ................................................1 year in state

❏   $40 ..........................................1 year out of state

❏   $50 ................................................2 year in state

❏   $60 ..........................................2 year out of state

 CHECK ENCLOSED          CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD

Enclosed is my payment for:

      I want to 
    subscribe to 
  Agawam
Advertiser News

3

If you’re enjoying 
this FREE edition of 

Agawam Advertiser News

PLEASE CONSIDER
SUBSCRIBING

Current recipients of our weekly paper
enjoy town news, local stories and articles

of interest generated in Agawam
and its surrounding communities.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

413.283.8393   •   Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews   •   Email: aan@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com
August 17, 2023   ❙   Vol. 45,  No. 25   ❙   $1.00

www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com
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National Night Out
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – National Night Out is an event held around the country every first Tuesday in 

August to give communities a chance to get to know their po-lice department. Agawam held a National Night Out of its own at School Street Park on Tuesday, Aug. 1. 

The event was packed with fun for kids and families to enjoy while they were also getting to know more about the police de-partment. 
“The idea behind this is bring-

ing the police department and the community together where we can show all of the…resources that can be helpful to provide to a member of the public,” Officer Jeff Hichborn, who organized the 

celebration, said. 
At the event there were a vari-ety of vendors for members of the community to enjoy, including Q 99.7 Radio Station and Agawam Veterans Counsel. Each booth gave out its own items to the fam-ilies present, with the Veterans Counsel handing out snow cones and balloon animals and Q 99.7 having its own spin-the-wheel prizes. 

Also present at the event was the high school robotics team, Rosie Robotics. This robotics team brought along five robots they had designed that manipu-lated game pieces. The biggest hit was the robot that threw frisbees for kids in the crowds to try to catch. 
The robotics program runs from kindergarten through twelfth grade, with different levels offered as the children grow and 

Aloisi set to release new bookBy Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Agawam native and author Michael Aloisi is re-leasing his next book on Aug. 22. This newest novel is titled A Life with Ghosts: True, Terrifying, and Insightful Tales from My Favourite 

Haunts and is a biography about Ghost Hunters TV star Steve Gon-salves, who also helped to write the novel.
This new book will detail differ-ent locations that Gonsalves has investigated for the paranormal, providing the background history of each place as well as Gonsalves’ 

own experiences. 
“Steve didn’t want to do the traditional biography, he wanted to focus on locations that he liked a lot, so we came up with a con-cept that showed the top 20 places he loves that are really haunted,” Aloisi explained. 

The process for writing this biography took a lot of back and forth between Aloisi and Gon-salves, with the two of them decid-ing on the best locations together and then Gonsalves talking Aloisi through his experiences at those places. 
“Once we picked the locations together, I would ask him all kinds of questions about them, he would tell me his experiences there and then I would do my own research,” Aloisi said. 

Aloisi and Gonsalves haven been in the process of writing this novel since before the pandemic, as COVID put a halt on the works. Thankfully, the two of them were able to resume the process after the worst of the pandemic ended 

COA to potentially 
lower membership

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Council on Aging, supported by Mayor William Sapelli, has pushed forward a proposal to lower the number of members on the council from 13 to seven.The CoA currently has 13 members. The law is that in order for them to run a meet-ing and make decisions, more than half of the members have to be present at the meeting. Therefore, they need seven members present at any one meeting in order to be able to run business as usual. 
This creates a problem as currently, according to Ex-ecutive Director of the CoA Michael Squindo, the council currently only has seven ac-tive members attending meet-ings, making it difficult if one of the consistent members is 

absent, for them to make any progress. 
“We have not had a CoA board meeting regularly in a while, which impedes the ability of the advisory board to do their job,” Squindo said. Due to this, the CoA pushed forward the propos-al to reduce the number of members on the CoA from 13 to seven. 

“The board had recom-mended reducing the board to seven,” Squindo said. “The CoA is an advisory board, so they advised myself and May-or Sapelli in our daily opera-tions and they recommended we reduce the board to seven.”The board voted 7-0 in fa-vor of this proposal. 
Prior to the pandemic, the CoA had been planning to begin a strategic plan, which would have encompassed this 
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COA   ❙   page 9

BOOK   ❙   page 9

10 SPRINGFIELD ST  |  AGAWAM, MA(413) 786-6776  |  ROCKYS.COM

YOUR BEFORE AND AFTER THE 
STORM HEADQUARTERS

We have the tools you need and the power to keep them running!  

A Life with Ghosts: True, Terrifying, and Insightful Tales from My Favourite Haunts is Aloisi’s latest work.

Local author Michael Aloisi is releasing his new book on Aug. 22.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Paramedic Jeff Oakes and Fire Inspector Derek Meyers give out gifts for kids as well 
as safety tips.  Agawam Police Department and the Hampden County Police do a K-9demonstration.TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

back in full force

3 EASY WAYS 
TO SUBSCRIBE
TODAY

Please complete this form, 
and mail it in a secure envelope to:

Agawam Advertiser News
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Get the 
Agawam

Advertiser 
News mailed 

directly 
to your
home!

Paula Fleming pflem-
ing@boston.bbb.org

When shopping or do-
nating this holiday season, 
watch out for schemes try-
ing to swipe your cash or 
steal your personal infor-
mation.

You can avoid most of the 
scams on this list by taking a 
few simple precautions. Al-
ways exercise caution with 
social media ads promoting 
discounted items, holiday 
events, job opportunities, 
and donation requests, as 
well as direct messages from 
strangers. If you are asked to 
make a payment or donation 
by wire transfer, through a 
third party, or by prepaid 
debit or gift card, treat it as 
a red flag.

Be mindful of these 
scams that could cut into 
your holiday cheer

1. Misleading social me-
dia ads:

As you scroll through your 
social media feed, you often 
see products advertised.

Always research before 
you buy.  BBB Scam Track-
er  receives daily reports of 
people paying for items that 
they never receive, getting 
charged monthly for a free 
trial they never signed up for, 
or receiving an item that is 
counterfeit or much different 
from the one advertised.

The  2024 BBB Scam 
Tracker Risk Report  found 
that online purchase scams 
were the fourth riskiest scam 
reported by consumers in 
2024.

Before ordering, check out 
the business profile on  BBB.
org and read the reviews.

2. Social media gift ex-
changes:

Each holiday season this 
scheme pops back up. The 
older version was called “Se-
cret Sister.” Newer versions 
of this scam revolve around 
exchanging bottles of wine 
or bourbon; another sug-
gests purchasing $10 gifts 
online. Another twist asks 
you to submit your email 
to a list where participants 
get to pick a name and send 
money to strangers to “pay 
it forward.” There is even a 
twist about “Secret Santa 
Dog” where you buy a $10 
gift for your “secret dog.”   
In all these versions, par-
ticipants unwittingly share 
their personal information, 
along with those of their 
family members and friends, 
and are further tricked into 
buying and shipping gifts 
or money to unknown in-
dividuals. It’s also an  ille-
gal pyramid scheme. Stick 
to buying your friends gifts 
from trustworthy business-
es, and check BBB.org before 
you buy. 

3. Holiday apps:
Apple’s App Store and 

Google Play list dozens of 
holiday-themed apps where 
children can video chat live 
with Santa, light the meno-
rah, watch Santa feed live 
reindeer, track his sleigh on 
Christmas Eve, or relay their 
holiday wish lists.

Review privacy policies 
to see what information will 
be collected. Be wary of free 
apps, as they can sometimes 
contain more advertising 
than apps that require a 
nominal fee. Free apps can 

also contain malware. Be 
sure to read reviews as well. 

4. Fake toll collection 
texts:

If you’re planning to drive 
a long distance to visit fam-
ily or take a vacation this 
holiday season, watch out 
for fake road toll collection 
texts, which have been on 
the rise this year.

In this con, scammers 
impersonate a state road 
tollway collection service 
and text you saying you owe 
a road toll fee and provide 
a link to click to make your 
payment. If you receive at 
text, don’t click the link. In-
stead, if you think you may 
owe road tolls, verify your 
outstanding balance with 
the legitimate agency.

5. Free gift cards:
Nothing brings good 

cheer like the word “FREE.” 
Scammers have been known 
to take advantage of this 
weakness by sending bulk 
phishing emails request-
ing personal information 
to receive free gift cards. In 
some of these emails, scam-
mers impersonate legitimate 
companies and promise gift 
cards to reward their loyal 
customers. They may also 
use pop-up ads or send text 
messages with links saying 
you were randomly select-
ed as the winner of a prize.   
If you have received an un-
solicited email with gift 
card offers, do not open it. 
Instead, mark it as spam or 
junk and delete it. However, 
if you opened the email, do 
not click on any links.

6. Temporary holiday 
jobs:

Employment scams were 
identified as the  number 
one riskiest scam for people 
ages 18-34 in 2024. If you›re 
looking for seasonal work 
this holiday season, keep 
an eye out for opportunities 
that seem too good to be 
true.

Retailers typically hire 
seasonal workers to help 
meet the demands of holi-
day shoppers. Shippers and 
delivery services are top 
holiday employers because 
of the increase in online or-
ders that need to be deliv-
ered before Christmas. Job 
seekers need to be wary of 
employment scams aimed at 
stealing money and personal 
information from job appli-
cants.

7. Impostor scams:
Impostor scams can 

take many forms, especially 
during the holiday season 
when you may be purchasing 
and returning gifts. When 
shopping online, be on the 
lookout for fake, look-alike 
websites created by scam-
mers to trick people into 
downloading malware, mak-
ing dead-end purchases, and 
sharing private information.

If you’re reaching out to 
a business on social media 
for customer support, watch 
out for fake social media ac-
counts pretending to be a 
customer service represen-
tative for a business. When 
in doubt, go to the business’s 
website and find their official 
social media handles, or use 
the information on the site 
to reach out.

8. Fake charities:
The last few weeks of 

the year are a busy time for 
charitable donations. Do-
nors are advised to look out 
for fraudulent charities and 
scammers pretending to be 
individuals in need.

Avoid impromptu dona-
tion decisions to unfamiliar 
organizations. Responsible 
organizations will welcome 
a gift tomorrow as much as 
they do today. Verify a char-
ity at BBB’s  Give.org  or on 
the  Canada Revenue Agen-
cy  website. Where possible, 
donate to the charity 
through their website and 
use a credit card.

9. Fake shipping notifi-
cations:

More consumers making 
online purchases during the 
holidays leads to an increase 
in the number of notifica-
tions about shipping details 
from retailers and carriers. 
Scammers use this surge to 
send phishing emails and 
texts about package deliver-
ies with links enclosed that 
may allow unwanted access 
to your private information 
or download malware onto 
your device.

They may also try to trick 
people into paying new ship-
ping fees. Never click a link 
in a text or email that you’re 
not expecting. If you want 
to track a package, find the 
original email or text confir-
mation you received directly 
from the store and use that 
link.

10. Advent calendars:
Each year, there are more 

and more advent calendars 
being sold; CNN has a list of 
over 20 calendars, and many 
are in hot demand. In past 

years, BBB received reports 
to Scam Tracker about  ad-
vent calendar ads on so-
cial media not delivering as 
promised. Some were not 
received, and others received 
inferior products or incom-
plete orders. 

Consumers should re-
search before they buy, read 
reviews and  look up the 
company on BBB.org  before 
purchasing. BBB also has a 
shopper›s guide to help you 
purchase that niche advent 
calendar. 

11. Holiday wishlist 
items:

Low-priced luxury goods, 
jewelry, designer clothing, 
and electronics are almost al-
ways cheap counterfeits and 
knockoffs. The same applies 
to popular toys. This year, 
the Tosy Magnet Cube, Klutz 
Lego Gravity Drop Activity 
Kit, Easy Bake Ultimate Elec-
tric Oven Toy, and the Ms. 
Rachel Emotions Learning 
Doll Stuffed Animal are some 
of the items in high demand. 
Be very cautious when con-
sidering purchasing popular 
toys from resellers on Face-
book Marketplace and other 
platforms.

12. Puppy scams:
Many families may be 

considering adding a furry 
friend to their household 
this year. However, be on 
the lookout for scams. Many 
would-be pet owners turn to 
the internet to find their fu-
ture cat or dog, but experts 
say a shocking 80% of spon-
sored pet advertisements 
may be fake. Be sure to see 
the pet in person before 
making a purchase.

The naughty list: BBB’s 12 scams of the holidays

SPRINGFIELD - Baystate 
Health is committed to de-
livering exceptional care to 
western Massachusetts while 
strengthening our long-term 
stability. Over the past year, 
our collective transforma-
tion work has strengthened 
Baystate Health in meaning-
ful ways, allowing us to rein-
vest in our people, technolo-
gy, and patient care. Thanks 
to these efforts, we’ve made 

important progress, and we 
must now sustain our mo-
mentum through continued 
financial transformation.

Like many health systems 
nationwide, we’ve faced sig-
nificant financial pressures 
from rising labor costs, in-
flation, and reimbursement 
challenges. Addressing these 
realities is essential to con-
tinue investing in our people, 
services, and facilities. As we 

plan for our future, we face 
new challenges, including 
external pressures such as 
the One Big Beautiful Bill, 
which is creating additional 
headwinds for health sys-
tems across the country. 

In light of these factors, 
we are taking proactive steps 
to position Baystate Health 
for long-term stability and 
success by introducing a 
Voluntary Separation Pro-

gram across Baystate Health 
and its subsidiaries, includ-
ing Health New England. 
This program offers eligible 
employees in non-direct pa-
tient care areas the option 
to voluntarily separate with 
financial support, helping 
us responsibly manage costs 
and align our workforce with 
future needs. We continue to 
significantly recruit and hire 
physicians, Advanced Prac-

tice Providers and bed-side 
caregivers to support the 
health needs of our commu-
nities.

This voluntary program 
is designed to minimize the 
need for other workforce re-
ductions. We recognize how 
personal this decision is 
and are approaching it with 
empathy, respect, and trans-
parency. We’re committed to 
providing clear communi-

cation and resources to sup-
port employees during this 
transition.

This initiative is part of 
Baystate Health’s broader 
multi-year transformation 
to achieve operational excel-
lence, strengthen our finan-
cial foundation, and ensure 
we can continue our mission: 
improving the health of our 
communities every day, with 
quality and compassion.

Baystate Health announces program to Support Transformation Efforts


