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New Senior Center director
makes first appearance
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The new Senior 
Center Director Cindy Sullivan 
made her first appearance at 
the senior center, along with 
Mayor William Sapelli, on Dec. 
15. 

Seniors were invited to sign 
up for lunch and get a chance 
to meet Sullivan, who made her 
way around the room through-
out the meal. 

Over 100 people signed up 
for the lunch. Sullivan enjoyed 
meeting all of the community 
members who she would soon 
be working for. 

“I’ve heard great things 
about Agawam and I’m honored 
to have the opportunity to be 

Volunteers make holiday gift baskets for homebound seniors
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The senior center 
held a gift basket assembly event 
on Friday, Dec. 15 to make gift 
baskets for homebound seniors. 

This event was organized by 
Outreach Coordinator Lori Ar-
senault, who started this annual 
event five years ago. It has been a 
popular favorite in the center ever 
since.

“It’s one of our newest favor-

ite traditions,” Assistant Director 
Kristina Lynch said. 

Arsenault was happy to report 
that this year’s event was the big-
gest one yet, with enough items 
and baskets donated from the 
community to create 90 gift bas-
kets. 

“It only gets bigger,” she said. 
“There’s 90 this year and there’ll 
be 100 next year.”

There were 15 volunteers 
signed up to assist in the event 
and even more people decided to 

show up once the event had start-
ed, leading to over 20 people help-
ing to assemble the gift baskets.

“I just wanted to help spread 
Christmas cheer,” Volunteer Lin-
da Connolly said. 

Arsenault has found that many 
volunteers return year after year. 
They have made a party out of 
the event, with attendees coming 
dressed in festive wear and holi-
day playing in the background as 
they work.

“They’ll all be wearing holiday 

sweaters or goofy things on their 
heads…I have the same people 
who come back every year be-
cause they just had such a great 
time,” Arsenault said. “It makes 
them feel good.”

On top of the volunteers, many 
people also made donations to 
the cause. Arsenault said around 
50 people, if not more, came in 
and brought donations, as well 
as four organizations from the 
community: Golden Agers, the 
Friends of the Senior Center, the 
Knitting Group and the Quilting 
Group. 

“A lot of times I would go to 
lunch and come back and there 
would be bags sitting outside my 
door or people, if they couldn’t go 
shopping, they’d stuff money in 
my hand to put toward the bas-
kets,” she said. 

Arsenault was beyond grateful 
for all those who volunteered or 
donated money or items to the 
cause. Without them, she said, 
the event would not be possible.

“My favorite part is watching 
all the seniors come together to 
do the assembly and seeing how 
much it means to them to do it,” 
Arsenault said. “To see their en-
thusiasm for helping out their fel-
low seniors, that’s what my office 
is all about.”

The gift baskets were filled 
with a variety of items for home-
bound seniors. The main focus 
was personal items, including 
toothpastes, shampoos, soap, 

chapstick, hats and more. 
“Things like that they need but 

they’re not always going to spend 
their money on, as they don’t al-
ways have enough money and so 
some things are going to go by the 
wayside,” Arsenault said. 

However, Arsenault did not 
want the seniors to just get need-
ed items, so she also made sure 
to include candy, sparkling cider 
and some puzzle books. 

“We started adding treats like 
chocolates and candy canes…
there’s sudoku books and word 
searches because a lot of people 
are stuck at home, it gives them 
something to do,” she explained. 

She emphasized that this was 
so important to do as so many 
homebound seniors struggle fi-
nancially and have to choose be-
tween things like food and heat. 
She is happy to try to ease some 
of their difficulties. 

These gift baskets will be de-
livered to the seniors by the meals 
on wheels drivers.

It was meals on wheels that 
initially inspired these gift bas-
kets, as Arsenault noticed how 
many seniors were signed up 
for the program and wanted to 
give those who were homebound 
something to brighten their holi-
days.

“A lot of people who are on 
wheels on meals because they are 
stuck at home and may have no 

MSBA sends high 
school project to next 
schematic design phase

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Massachu-
setts School Building Authority 
has approved the Agawam High 
School Building Project to go 
onto its next stage, the Schemat-
ic Design phase. 

The MSBA voted to approve 
the AHS project at their meeting 
on Dec. 13. They approved the 
favored add/renovation option 
for the school, Option 1C.

Option 1C was put forward 
to the MSBA based on feedback 
from the community and in-
volved stakeholders. It will in-
clude two separate wings, one 
more community focused and 
one for academics, in order to 
ease access. 

“They’ve approved the con-

cepts that the school committee 
had recommended in our sche-
matic report,” Project Manager 
and Chief Procurement Officer 
Jennifer Bonfiglio said. 

This option will involve new 
construction for the majority 
of the project, while keeping at 
least 10% of the original AHS 
building. 

Throughout the Schematic 
Design phase the district will 
then work toward producing the 
designs for the project.

Bonfiglio and her team have 
submitted an application to the 
state to do an alternate pro-
curement method, which will 
involve selecting a construction 
manager. They are currently in 
that process and have issued a 
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After about an hour of work by more than 20 volunteers, 90 baskets were produced for homebound seniors.
TURLEY PHOTO BY QUINN SUOMALA

Mayor William Sapelli introduces the Senior Center Director Cindy Sullivan.
TURLEY PHOTO BY QUINN SUOMALA
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Sheriff, city 
councilor giving 
sand to seniors

AGAWAM – This Saturday, Dec. 23, 
Agawam City Councilor Anthony Russo, 
along with the Hampden County Sheriff ’s 
Department’s TRIAD Division will be of-
fering free sand to local seniors. 

The free sand will be available at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., 
in the parking lot from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Seniors can come and get free buckets 
of sand for their driveways and walkways 
in an effort to help prevent falls during 
the slippery winter months. Supply will 
be limited and sand will be given on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. However, if 
supply runs out, more orders can be tak-
en on-site and will be delivered to seniors 
residence at a later time.

As of press time, there was no snow, 
sleet, or freezing rain in the weather fore-
casts over the next two weeks.

Christmas Tree Collection starts Jan. 8
AGAWAM – The Department of Public 

Works is pleased to announce that Repub-
lic Services will be providing a collection 
of Christmas Trees during the week of Jan. 
8 through the 12.

Christmas trees will be collected on 
the same day as scheduled trash collec-
tion.  Please be aware that the regular 
trash truck will not be collecting trees, a 
separate truck will be running for the col-

lection of trees.
Christmas trees 7’ or larger must be cut 

in half and placed on the tree belt no ear-
lier than 7 a.m. of the collection day listed 
above.  

Trees in plastic bags will not be collect-
ed. 

It is not the responsibility of the hauler 
to dig out trees buried in the snow due to 
plowing or excessive snowfall prior to the 

scheduled collection days.  
In the event of a snow delay during 

the scheduled collection week, residents 
should make alternative arrangements 
to recycle their trees at the Bondi’s Island 
Landfill.  Collection routes for trees will 
not be re-scheduled.  

Residents may dispose of trees prior to 
or after the scheduled collection days at 
the Bondi’s Island Landfill.

Anna’s Dry Cleaning under new ownership
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – Anna’s Dry Cleaning, which 
is well-known and loved in the community 
of Agawam, is now under the ownership of 
Quay Vuong.

The previous owner, Anna Liquori, had 
run the business for many years and was 
well-known and loved by the community. 
Those who went always appreciated the 
customer friendly atmosphere and how 
welcoming Liquori was to everyone who 
came through the doors. 

It was this friendly atmosphere that 
drew Vuong to the business when it went 
up for sale. 

“I saw that it was a really great clean-
er because of her ties to the community,” 
Vuong said. “Typically when you look at a 
dry cleaners, they don’t have that deep of 
a tie into the community, but for some rea-
son Anna Liquori, she just brought that to 
the business. Every customer knew every 
customer’s name and every single person 
I met standing alongside her, the relation-
ship was so deep. That’s why I decided to 
buy it.” 

Vuong was honored to be chosen by 
Liquori to continue on her business when 
she stepped down for retirement. He knew 
that Liquori wanted someone who would 
truly take good care of her customers, and 
he is proud that she saw potential in him.

“She had almost 10 people come to try 
to buy the cleaner, she said no to every sin-
gle one,” Vuong said. “It was my second at-
tempt to try to buy it when she realized that 
maybe this young, 41-year-old candidate is 
the best to take care of the customers.”

Vuong, since taking over the business, 
has worked to improve upon Anna’s Dry 
Cleaning while still keeping that commu-
nity feel that made everyone love the busi-
ness in the first place. 

“We’re trying to provide the best service 
and go above and beyond for every custom-

er,” Vuong said. “A lot of people just say it, 
but I try to train for it.”

In making his improvements, Vuong 
has implemented several changes into the 
system of the business. 

One such change is the use of barcodes 
on clothing to help prevent lost items.

According to Vuong, one of the biggest 
issues many people have with dry cleaning 
is a continued problem of the business los-
ing their items. 

Vuong burns barcodes onto the care la-
bels of clothing so that the clothing can be 
found, even if it gets dropped off to the side 
during cleaning. 

“We have a barcode burner which burns 
at 400 degrees and we take your care label 
and place the less than one inch barcode 
on it,” Vuong said. “What that does is it en-
sures it will last up to 400 cleanings, it will 
never fall off.”

Therefore, with this system if an item 
is misplaced, Vuong and his employees 
can instantly use the barcode to discover 
whose item it is. 

Additionally, Vuong has set up an on-
line system so customers can keep track of 
their clothing. When a customer comes to 
Anna’s Dry Cleaning for the first time, they 
can sign up for an account where they can 
see each clothing item turned in and the 
expected time and date for when it will be 
done. 

The barcodes on clothing are used to 
upload and categorize clothing items to 
this site, so that customers can even keep 
track of it through their account.

“Once you sign into your account you 
can see your jacket with the brand, the col-
or, the fabric, the price of everything total 
and when it is going to be complete,” Vuong 
said.

Once Anna’s has completed the clean-
ing of the clothes, the customers are noti-
fied instantly by text so they can come in 
and pick up the items. 

“You’ll get a text the moment the clothes 
are ready to be picked up,” Vuong said. “And 
when I say moment, I mean the literal sec-
ond that the cleaning is done.”

On top of these improvements, Vuong 
has also ensured that people’s clothes are 
washed with fluids and detergents that are 
safe and green to use. 

Vuong uses hydrocarbon as his dry-
cleaning fluid, which is a green cleaning 
fluid. Additionally, all of his detergents are 
biodegradable and hypoallergenic. 

Vuong was inspired to use these green 
items as he thought about what he would 
want his own family’s clothing items to be 
washed with. 

“Cleaners don’t normally purchase 
these types of things,” Vuong said. “Once 
my wife got pregnant I had to think about 
my wife’s jacket, if I got it dry cleaned, what 
are they using to dry clean her jacket?”

Keeping items clean and safe for peo-
ple to wear is more important to Vuong 
than the extra expense of purchasing these 
green items. 

Vuong is proud of all the improvements 
he has made to the business so far, and 
hopes to use these improvements to show 
the community the hard work he and his 
employees have put into the business. 

“I want the people of the town to know 
that I work extremely hard to get that 
done,” Vuong said. 

Liquori herself, according to Vuong, still 
drops by her own dry cleaning to the busi-
ness and keeps in touch with Vuong. Vuong 
was happy to report that Liquori still hears 
good things around town about the busi-
ness. 

“She had said that a lot of the people 
she sees around town rave about how well 
clean and well finished all the cleaning is,” 
Vuong said. 

Longtime Feeding Hills business Anna’s Dry Cleaning has changed owners, with Quay Vuong recently 
taking the helm. TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Friends of APL looking for new members
AGAWAM – The Friends of the Aga-

wam Public Library has been in existence 
for over 20 years. They are a dedicated 
group of local citizens who support the 
library with both time and money. The 
Friends hold monthly meetings to discuss 
ways they can best help with the library’s 
mission. 

Over the years the Friends have sup-
plied the library with numerous items 
that were not included in the town’s bud-
get, such as; a slide projector, a people 
counter, a Laser HP color printer, a wire-
less Lavalier microphone system, a por-
table Public Address system, an ongoing 
lease for a color photocopier, furniture for 
the children’s room, protective sleeves for 
library cards, a DVD player and comput-
ers and software for the Children’s Room.

The Friends help the library in various 

other ways too. Some ways are by fund-
ing library events throughout the year, 
such as the Elementary Summer School 
Reading Challenge (where cash prizes are 
awarded to Agawam’s 4 grade schools), 
English as a Second Language classes 
and a number of museum passes. They 
raise the money for funding by holding an 
annual Holiday Basket Raffle, presenting 
an annual Juried Photography show, sell-
ing used books, offering canvas tote bags 
and mugs with the Friends logo created 
by Agawam’s own David Cecchi, and vol-
unteering in various library-supported 
activities. 

The Friends welcome all who want to 
bring attention to the library’s vital role 
in our town by becoming a member, vol-
unteering at activities, or simply offering 
support through book and monetary con-

tributions. The Friends are always grate-
ful for any volunteer help with library 
projects. If community members are 
interested in becoming a Friends mem-
ber, you can find the application on our 
website https://www.agawamlibrary.org/
about-2/friends/, print it out and mail 
it in or look for the Friends form in the 
Friends kiosk in the library and pay in 
person. 

And, to make things even more excit-
ing, if you are interested in becoming a 
Friend and pay your Friends membership 
by Jan. 1, 2024, you will be entered in a 
drawing on Jan. 4 (at the Friends January 
meeting), to win a $50 Amazon gift card.

The time is now for the community 
to join The Friends of Agawam Public Li-
brary, it is loads of fun and extremely sat-
isfying.

Agawam Day 
to be celebrated 
in Florida

ST.PETERSBURG, FL – Agawam Day 
will be held on Wednesday, March 6, 2024., 
from 10 a.m. to noon, at Fort De Soto Na-
tional Park, shelter #14, in St. Petersburg.

Agawam Day in Florida has been held 
on the first Wednesday of March since 1981. 
Each year 40 to 60 former Agawam resi-
dents join together for a reunion of  friends 
and family for a picnic, raffles, beautiful 
scenery, hugs and to share old memories.

For more information contact Hank 
Drewnowski by cell phone call or text at 
860-462-7273 or by email at hdrew2452@
gmail.com.
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As we put the finishing touches on another holiday season, we can’t think of a better place 
to celebrate than right here with all of you. Your friendship and support mean the world to us, 

and we hope this holiday season delivers everything on your wish list and more.

Best wishes to you and yours for a merry and bright holiday season!

Wishing You Good Health, Good Fortune & TREEmendous Happiness



December 21, 2023     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 3

Raelynn Brown
July 20, 2023

Parents: Ryan & Ashley Brown, Hampden
Grandparents: Art & Lynn Anderson, Wilbraham

Rick & Joanne Brown, Monson

Greyson Dominick 
Kallfa

February 4, 2023
Parents: Nicholas & Kathryn Kallfa, Manassas, VA

Grandparents: Greg & Pat Kallfa, Westfield
Dominick & Sandi Blasioli, Naples, FL

Penguin Plunge to be held at Hampton Ponds State Park Jan. 27
WESTFIELD - Amelia Park Children’s Muse-

um is announcing the 20th annual Penguin 
Plunge to be held at Hampton Ponds State 
Park, on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024. Check-in 
begins at 11:30 a.m. and the plunging 
starts at 1 p.m. All proceeds from the 
Penguin Plunge will benefit Amelia 
Park Children’s Museum.

Amelia Park Children’s Museum 
and the Penguin Plunge have been a 
longstanding institution and tra-
dition respectively in Westfield. 
Through the years participants 
and sponsors of the Plunge have 
helped to raise over $350,000 to sup-
port Amelia Park Children’s Museum.

“We are striving to attract more plungers to this event.” 
says Diane Chambers, executive director. “It’s a fun outing 
for the whole family or a group of friends whether they are 
plunging or watching. We’re adding new activities and en-
tertainment, plus incentives to entice more plunge partic-
ipants in 2024.”

New this year is the Petite Plunge for children ages 2 
- 6. Little ones will have the opportunity to dip their toe 
or boot into a kiddie pool. Fun games like cornhole and 

a “snowball” toss will be added to the activities. 
S’mores and other refreshments will be avail-

able. Lively musical entertainment will be 
provided by Jay Pagluica of JP Lighting 

and Sounds.
Join as an individual or as a team. 

Each participant pledges to raise a min-
imum of $75 from friends and family 
and is encouraged to collect as many 
sponsors as possible. Full time students 

will receive a registration discount 
of $25 with valid school ID and 
pledge to raise at least $50. The 

registration fee for the Petite Plunge 
participants is $25.

The following prizes will awarded depen-
dent on amount of money raised per individual:

Penguin Plunge 2024 T-shirt to those adults that rase 
$75 - $149 (* $25 for those 2 -6, $50 for those 7 – 18); Pen-
guin Plunge 2024 hat and T-shirt for those that raise $150 
- $299; Penguin Plunge 2024 drinkware, hat and T-shirt for 
those that raise $300 - $499; Penguin Plunge 2024 jack-
et, drinkware, hat and T-shirt for those that raise $500 or 
more; Monetary prizes of cash for the top 3 individuals 
or teams that raise the most money; 1st Place - $300, 2nd 

Place - $200,3rd Place - $100.
A costume contest is part of the fun, and there are priz-

es for Best Individual Costume and Best Team Costume.
Register in advance online or the day of the event from 

11:30 am to noon. All participants will receive a free 2024 
Penguin Plunge T-shirt.

Sponsorship opportunities, registration and pledge 
forms are available via the museum website https://
www.ameliaparkmuseum.org/penguin-plunge or can 
be picked up at the museum. Penguins may also use the 
Fundly page to collect sponsors; https://fundly.com/pen-
guin-plunge-2024.

The money raised by the Plunge goes to providing play-
ful learning for area children and their families. This event 
is crucial in supporting the work of Amelia Park Children’s 
Museum

Amelia Park Children’s Museum is located at 29 South 
Broad St. and is open 9 a.m to 4 p.m. Thursday-Tuesday. 
The museum offers hands-on learning for children ages 1-7 
in a safe and welcoming environment. Cost of admission 
is $8 per person; grandparents have a reduced rate of $4. 
Admission is $2 per person on Thursday afternoons from 
noon 4 p.m. Call us with questions at (413) 572- 4014 or 
email questions to: fun@ameliaparkmuseum.org. Learn 
more about the museum at www.ameliaparkmuseum.org.

Advent service 
to be held Dec. 24

AGAWAM – On Sunday, Dec. 24, Agawam Congre-
gational Church will hold its special Advent 10 a.m. 
service in addition to a 10 p.m. Christmas Eve service 
with special lighting of the Sanctuary.

All are invited to attend. Located at 745 Main St. 
in Agawam’s Historical District, the church is handi-
capped accessible with a large, well-lit parking lot.

For more information, contact the church at 413-
786-7111 or office@agawamcong.com.

Christmas Eve 
services at ACC 

AGAWAM – On Sunday, Dec. 24,  Agawam Congre-
gational Church will have a 10 a.m. morning service 
and 10 p.m. evening service with special Sanctuary 
lighting for those who would like to attend a special 
Christmas Eve service.

The church is located at 745 Main St. in Agawam’s 
Historic District. The church is handicapped accessi-
ble with a large, well-lit parking lot. For more informa-
tion, contact the church at 413-786-7111.

Library announces 
upcoming events

AGAWAM – Agwam Public Library will be hosting 
a Penguin Drop-In Craft For all ages Dec. 26 to Dec. 30 
all day. Stop by any time this week to make a penguin 
craft at the craft table.

APL will also be hosting Catch the Gingerbread 
Men For all ages Dec. 26 to Dec. 30 all day.

Come to the Children’s Room and see if you can 
find all the Gingerbread People hiding around the li-
brary. Winners will be chosen and will each get a $5 
Barnes & Noble Gift card.

For more information about these, or other pro-
grams at the Agawam Library take a look at our web-
site agawamlibrary.org. Or call 413-789-1550 ext. 3.

Christmas vigil 
mass schedule at 
Sacred Heart

FEEDING HILLS – The Sacred Heart Parish will be 
holding Christmas Vigil Masses on Sunday Dec. 24, at 
4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Solemn Sung Christmas Mass at 
Night with Organ, Choir, and Trumpet will be at 10 
p.m. Christmas Day Mass will be on Monday, Dec. 25, 
at 10 a.m.

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God (New 
Year’s Day) will be at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 31 and on 
Monday, Jan. 1 at 10 a.m.

Crew Costa
September 7, 2023

Parents: Steven & Kerri Costa, Agawam
Grandparents: David & Despina Costa, Agawam

William & Lucinda Egan, Agawam
Great Grandparents: William & Denise Egan, Agawam

Ethan J. McEwan 
Birthdate: June 5, 2023

Parents: Danielle Sheldon & Neil McEwan III, Agawam
Grandparents: Betty Jo & Craig Jalbert, Monson

Steven Sheldon, Westfield
Joan & Gary Merlo, Myrtle Beach, SC

Betty Ann Halgas, Bondsville

2023
Baby’s First 
  Christmas



Page 4     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     December 21, 2023

TEAM
EDITOR/SPORTS

Greg Scibellli
aan@turley.com

sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Theresa Wegiel
twegiel@turley.com

ADVERT ISER NEWS
AGAWAM

The Agawam Advertiser News (USPS 
001-170) is published every Thursday 
by Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone 

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977. 
 POSTMASTER: Send address 

changes to Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 

@AgawamAdvertiserNews

WEB
www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

OpinionOpinion

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
must include a name, ad-
dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author 
verification purposes. We 
do not publish anonymous 
letters. All letters are sub-
ject to editing for content 
and length. The deadline 
is Monday at noon. Please 
send letters to Agawam Ad-
vertiser News, care of Turley 
Publications Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, or 
e-mail aan@turley.com.

PHONE

413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107

Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Theresa Wegiel

twegiel@turley.com

Editor
Gregory Scibellli
aan@turley.com 

Subscriptions
cgriswold@turley.com

$35 per year pre-paid
($40 out of state)
Newsstand $1.00

WEB
www.agawamadvertiser

news.turley.com

        @ Agawam Advertiser 
News

The Agawam Advertiser News
is published by 

Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

Dear Rusty
I turned 65 earlier this year and I still work 

full time. 
I was divorced four years ago after 38 years of 

marriage, but my ex-husband has been collecting 
Social Security for at least 10 years now. Can I 
start collecting Social Security and still work full 
time? And can I collect my ex-husband’s amount 
if it is more than mine and what is the best way to 
achieve this? When I went to my local SSA office, 
they said they had no way of knowing that. 

Signed Working Divorcee
 

Dear Working Divorcee
 Although you are eligible to claim Social 

Security at age 65, because you are working full 
time you may wish to wait a bit longer to do 

so. That’s because Social Security has an “earn-
ings test” which applies to anyone who collects 
benefits before Full Retirement Age and you 
have not yet reached yours.  

The earnings test imposes a limit on how 
much you can earn before SS takes away some 
of your benefits. If you exceed the annual earn-
ings limit ($22,320 for 2024), Social Security 
will want back $1 in benefits for every $2 you 
are over the limit and you will need to repay 
that, usually by having future benefits with-
held. If you significantly exceed the limit, you 
may even be temporarily ineligible to receive 
SS benefits until you either earn less or reach 
your full retirement age (FRA) of 66 years and 
8 months. 

So, if your earnings from working will sig-
nificantly exceed the annual earnings limit, 
which changes yearly, it’s likely that your wis-
est move would be to wait longer to claim your 
Social Security. As a bonus for doing so, your 
monthly payment will have grown and will be 
higher when you claim later. The earnings test 
no longer applies after you reach FRA. 

Regarding benefits from your ex-husband, 
you cannot collect his instead of yours. What 

you may be able to do, when you claim your 
own benefit, is to get an additional amount, 
which brings your monthly payment up to 50% 
of his. In order for that to happen, you would 
need to satisfy the following criteria:

You are not currently married.
The personal benefit you are entitled to at 

your FRA must be less than 50% of your ex-hus-
band’s FRA entitlement.  

If the above are true, when you claim your 
own SS retirement benefit you will also get a 
“spousal boost” to bring your payment up to 
what you’re entitled to as an ex-spouse. The 
amount of the spousal boost, if you claim So-
cial Security at your FRA, will be the difference 
between half of his FRA entitlement and your 
FRA entitlement. If you claim your benefit be-
fore your FRA, not only will your own benefit 
be reduced for claiming early, but the amount 
of your spousal boost will also be reduced. Ben-
efits claimed before FRA are always reduced. 

Whenever you decide to claim Social Se-
curity, you will be automatically deemed to 
be filing for benefits from your ex-husband as 
well (you shouldn’t need to apply separately). 
You’ve already satisfied the basic criteria of at 
least 10 years married to get benefits from an 
ex-spouse and, if you satisfy the above criteria 
as well, you will be entitled to a spousal boost 
when you claim. 

But your current earnings from working full 
time will likely affect your eligibility to collect 
Social Security benefits at this time, so waiting 
until your full retirement age to claim may be 
your best choice.  

If you will only slightly exceed the annual 
earnings limit you can consider claiming ear-
lier, as long as you are comfortable with receiv-
ing a permanently reduced amount, and the 
prospect of not getting benefits for a number 
of months if you exceed the earnings limit, the 
number of months you will go without benefits 
depends on how much you exceed the limit by. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security Association  
To submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor for AMAC.

I’m 65 and working; can I collect ex-spouse benefits?

This weekend was supposed to be the week-
end when all four of us partook in a cook-
ie-making marathon.  

Usually, we start baking right after Thanksgiv-
ing, but this year the kids were involved in a play, 
then a concert, and alas, there was no time. We 
started out strong yesterday and then I began to 
feel a little funny.  

By midafternoon I was definitely under the 
weather and that was it for my cookie-making. We 
got two batches in before I left the kitchen.  

One is an almond covered thumb print, and 
the second is a coriander cookie – one of my all-
time favorites. It must have been a favorite to a few 
other folks along the line because the recipe dates 
back to the early 19th century!  

I tried them for the first time at Old Sturbridge 
Village’s Christmas by Candlelight some years 
back and making them has been a tradition in our 
house ever since. Why don’t we take this opportu-
nity to learn about a very versatile plant.

Most gardeners already know that Coriander 
(Coriandrum sativum) is one of the few herbs that 
goes by two different names depending on the 
part of the plant used. 

Its foliage, known as Cilantro, is used fresh in a 
number of culinary delights. When the plant goes 
to seed, known as Coriander, it can be used in that 
stage as well, eaten whole, crushed or powdered. 

I liken cilantro to being the “marigold” of the 
herb world. Either you love the smell/taste of it or 
you hate it.  

I, for one, immensely dislike it and if given the 
chance to pick it out of my salsa I will certainly do 
it! Even in a restaurant. 

I found it interesting to learn that some people 
possess a genetically predisposed aversion to it, 
according to studies by Charles J. Wysocki of the 
Monell Chemical Senses Center in Philadelphia. 
To me it has a bitter taste that I have a hard time 
describing beyond that. Dirty?  Soil-like? 

Most people that do dislike it have a similar 
lack of descriptive ability; they just can’t put their 
finger on it, but they don’t like the taste…or the 
smell of it. It’s funny that when my oldest daugh-
ter received her Ancestry DNA results, she was 
shown not to possess the genetic aversion. Well, 
she didn’t get that from me.

Cilantro is often used in salsa and other Mex-
ican, Asian and Italian dishes including curries, 
sauces, salads and soups. If you prefer to grow 
the plant more for its greens and less for its seeds, 
manage it as you would spinach.  

Sow seeds in the ground in the cool of the sea-
son and in succession every two weeks.  It dislikes 
being transplanted but doesn’t mind pot culture. 

Harvest greens rather aggressively – about 
one-third of the plant at a time. Just like spinach, 
there are slow-to-bolt varieties to choose from 
such as aptly named “Slow Bolt” and “Longstand-
ing”.  Cilantro’s flowers are edible, and they attract 

lots of beneficial insects such as lady beetles, par-
asitic wasps and syrphid flies.

Coriander seeds, on the other hand, have a 
pleasant (at least to me) fragrance once dried.  The 
scent is easier to pin-point too; nutty and spicy 
(ever so slightly) come to mind.  

Coriander seed is also well known in various 
ethnic cuisines and is a favorite in spice blends, 
curry being the most popular.  It is also used in 
the making of a number of distilled spirits, herbal 
liqueurs and Christmas cookies as I have come to 
find out and favor!

The Herb Society noted that during World War 
II coriander seeds were coated in white or pink 
sugar and thrown from carnival wagons, earning 
the name “confections” or “confetti.” When the 
seeds were replaced by balls of colored paper the 
name confetti stuck. 

Take this one to your next game of Cruise Ship 
Trivia!

It is easy to harvest the seeds.  Simply let the 
heads dry to brown right on the plant.  Clip them 
and place inside a paper bag; as they dry further, 
they will open, and the seeds will pop out.  

Even if you are only interested in harvesting 
the seeds, multiple plantings (or a big garden 
patch) are necessary to get a decent-sized harvest. 
Let a few drop their seeds and you will be blessed 
with a few self-sown plants next spring. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the subject line. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Cookies made with a familiar herb
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STCC secures funding for decarbonization efforts

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Technical 
Community College received $791,694 
from the state Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Maintenance to sup-
port projects to advance decarbonization 
efforts, address deferred maintenance 
and increase climate resilience.

STCC will use the funding for energy 
efficiency projects that lessen the con-
sumption of onsite fossil fuels or increase 
efficiency.

STCC also will make repairs to campus 
buildings to increase efficiency, including 
but not limited to window replacements, 
door replacements, insulation and weath-
erization.

On Dec. 11, Sen. Adam Gomez, 
D-Springfield, joined the Healey-Driscoll 
administration in announcing that STCC 
received funding through Fair Share funds 
as part of the fiscal 2024 budget.

“STCC continues to benefit from a 
regional legislative delegation that sup-
ports public higher education needs,” 
said STCC President John B. Cook. “To 
Senator Gomez, Representative Williams, 
and all of our delegation, we are thankful 
knowing these funds help the college with 
decarbonization and energy efficiency re-
quirements that carry a high cost.”

“Combating climate change and secur-
ing resources for environmental justice 

communities continues to be a priority 
of mine for my district and our Common-
wealth,” Gomez said. “The securement of 
this grant for STCC falls in line with two 
of my legislative priorities next year that 
ensure the state is able to meet net zero 
carbon goals as set forth in the Climate 
Change Road Map Act of 2021.”

DCAMM provided $11,875,404 to be 
divided among the 15 community col-
leges, including STCC, to assist with 
meeting Massachusetts’ decarbonization 
goals and focus on energy-efficient mea-
sures where decarbonation is not pos-
sible. Each community college received 
$791,694.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Droops
  5. Subatomic particle
 10. Not in danger
 14. Nursemaid
 15. Black band worn in 

mourning
 16. Long song in opera
 17. Edible seed of a 

Philippine tree
 18. Chicago political 

family
 19. Pursues pleasure 

from one place to 
another

 20. Appetizer
 22. Hill (Celtic)
 23. Simple shoe
 24. Songs to one you love
 27. Secret activities
 30. Upset
 31. Popular hot drink
 32. Body art (slang)
 35. Fired
 37. Blood relation
 38. Identical
 39. Porticos
 40. Partner to cheese
 41. Type of sword

 42. Enough (archaic)
 43. Surface layer of 

ground 
 44. Cotton fabric woven 

like satin
 45. Choose for a post
 46. Father
 47. Tell on
 48. Indian title of respect
 49. Fonts
 52. Fencing sword
 55. Mock
 56. Vaccine developer
 60. Atmosphere 

surrounding a person 
or place

 61. Marten with a short 
tail

 63. Chinese temple
 64. Invests in little 

enterprises
 65. Popular cut of meat
 66. Charity
 67. Iron-containing 

compound
 68. River in Northern 

Europe
 69. One point east of 

southeast

CLUES DOWN
  1. Exhausts
  2. Genus of fish related 

to gars
  3. Impudent behavior
  4. Adherents to Islam
  5. They come after A
  6. Spoke
  7. Room to receive 

guests
  8. About opera
  9. End-blown flute
 10. Heroic tales
 11. Member of a Semitic 

people
 12. Dog’s name
 13. Opposite of west
 21. Political divisions in 

ancient Greece
 23. Ocean
 25. Cool!
 26. Young woman about 

to enter society
 27. One from central 

Caucasus
 28. Indian city
 29. A way to serve ice 

cream

 32. Emaciation
  33. Escort aircraft carrier 
 34. Italian city
 36. Mythical settler of 

Kansas
 37. Unhappy
 38. High schoolers’ test
 40. Measured in pace
 41. Satisfies
 43. Gullible person
 44. Enclosed space
 46. Substance used to 

color something
 47. Shirt type
 49. Discover by 

investigation
 50. __-Castell, makers 

of pens
 51. Semitic Sun god
 52. Grads wear one
 53. French river
 54. Part of a cap
 57. Digestive fluid
 58. Metrical foot
 59. Body part
 61. Very fast airplane
 62. Supplement with 

difficulty
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AGAWAM – The Polish Junior League 
of Massachusetts welcomes area college 
students of Polish heritage to apply for 
one of the annual academic scholarships. 
Students must have a permanent address 
in one of the four Western Massachusetts 

counties: Hampshire, Hampden, Franklin 
or Berkshire. Application forms with relat-
ed information are available at www.pol-
ishjuniorleaguema.org/applications. The 
deadline for all applications and related 
materials is May 1, 2024.

Conservation 
leader finishes 
Master’s

AGAWAM – Resident Megan Chapman 
has been applying  the tools of science, 
education and conservation to become 
a leader in the conservation community. 
In December 2023, Chapman concluded 
her master’s course of study with a Master 
of Arts in Biology from Miami University 
through Project Dragonfly.

Since joining the Global Field Program 
master’s in 2020, Chapman has traveled to 
Baja, Borneo and Namibia and conducted 
projects that have made a difference in the 
Agawam area.

Throughout her time in the GFP, Chap-
man developed a master plan, a kind of 
personal mission statement for what she 
wanted to accomplish in the program. 

In many of the master’s courses, Chap-
man designed projects that supported this 
plan, which culminated in a final portfolio, 
“Bridging the Gap Between Zookeepers 
and Conservation,” presented in a Cap-
stone course.

Chapman works as a wild animal keep-
er at Wildlife Conservation Society.

Resident named 
to the Dean’s List

AGAWAM – Edward Cyran, a Freshman 
Culinary Arts major was among approxi-
mately 800 Bob Jones University students 
named to the fall 2023 dean’s list.

The Dean’s List recognizes students who 
earn a 3.00-3.74 grade point average during 
the semester.

Winter pickleball classes available at HCC
HOLYOKE – Holyoke Community Col-

lege is running a series of pickleball class-
es in January and February for beginners, 
intermediates, and tournament-level 
players in the warmth and comfort of the 
college’s indoor athletics facility.

The group classes will be led by pickle-
ball coach and racquet sports instructor 
Kelly Canniff, who has 25 years’ experi-
ence educating children, adolescents, and 
adults.

Sessions run on both Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings on the pickleball 
courts inside the David M. Bartley Center 
for Athletics & Recreation on the main 
HCC campus, 303 Homestead Ave.

Each class runs 90 minutes. The cost 
for each three-week, three-session series 
is $90.

Pickleball 101: Tuesdays, Jan. 16-30, 
or Thursdays, Jan. 18-Feb. 1. Classes start 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Pickleball 101 
is geared toward beginners or those who 
have played a few times and covers topics 
such as serving, developing a forehand, 
scoring, basic rules, positioning, and strat-
egy.

Pickleball Intermediate Level: Tues-
days, Feb. 6-20, or Thursdays, Feb. 8-22. 
Classes start at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
This series is designed for players who 
have taken beginner classes or already 

have some familiarity and experience with 
the game and want to advance their play 
by improving their groundstrokes, over-
head shots, volleys and serves, and adding 
direction, control, and accuracy. 

Pickleball Tournament Ready Prep: 
Tuesdays, Feb. 27- March 12, or Thurs-
days, Feb. 29-March 14. Classes start at 8 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. These classes are de-
signed for players who want to prepare for 
tournament-level play, with practice that 
will help them improve shot variety and 
accuracy and develop better strategies for 
playing doubles.

To register, please go to: hcc.edu/
health-and-fitness.

Scholarship applications 
for Polish heritage students 

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 9
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SCAN TO 
PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
ORDER ➤

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4 • Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3
SALE DATES: 12/21/23 - 12/27/23 • OPEN 12/24 8AM-1PM

RIBEYE FOR 
STANDING ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CODINO’S MANICOTTI
W/ RICOTTA 4 OZ PAK ..............

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP JUMBO 
16/20 CT, 2 LB BAG ........................ ea

$1799

CUT 
FREE

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$989
lb

$888
lb

$199
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

HOTEL TURKEY BREAST .....
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE TURKEYS ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CAPONS ................................

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$499
lb

$499
ea

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA ........

$599
lb

USDA INSP. YANKEE TRADER

SCALLOP WRAPPED
IN BACON 10 PCS BOX .............. ea

$799

AMERICAN
LAMB LEGS

IMPORTED
LAMB RACKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

$1599
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT 
FREE

99¢
lb

$599
lb

HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLEGIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

$399
lb

HOLIDAY FAVORITES
USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK CROWN ROAST ...

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE

HOLIDAY ROAST
BONELESS PORK LOIN
STUFFED WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES .....

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP.

KAYEM BUDDA BALL 
BONELESS SMOKED 
PIT HAM .........................

$244
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

SMOKED PORK SHOULDER $249

USDA INSP. FROZEN
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

HATFIELD OLDTIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ..................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...........
USDA INSP. FROZEN

HAM PORTIONS .............

lb
$349

lb99¢

$129
lb

HOLIDAY HAMS USDA INSP. YANKEE TRADER

CRAB RANGOON 11 OZ BOX .... $499
ea

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

www.turley.com

9, 528 wreaths were placed on veterans’ graves by volunteers after a short ceremony held on Dec. 16 at the Massachusetts Veterans Memorial Cemetery National Wreaths Across America Day event.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

able to come here,” she said. 
She made sure to emphasize to the se-

niors that she is there for them, and truly 
wanted to hear their opinions on her pro-
posals for the center. 

“I’m here and I have an open-door pol-
icy,” Sullivan said. “I love to hear ideas and 
be able to help people navigate what their 
issues are, what they need help with and 
also provide programming that is import-
ant and relevant to them.”

Sullivan wants to ensure that it is the 
seniors who are being represented at the 
center, their wants and needs.

“I could have this great idea that’s a 
great idea for me, but it might not walk for 
seniors,” she explained. “So, I don’t get of-
fended by people not liking ideas or mak-
ing their own suggestions, I think that’s 
really important.”

As she begins her work in Agawam, 
Sullivan hopes to focus on truly getting to 
know people and learning what they want 
to see at the center. 

“First I am just going to get the lay of the 
land,” she said. “Talk to the staff, talk to the 
COA board, the seniors who are here, see 
what things they would like to expand on 
or change. Really get their ideas.”

She does not want to come in and make 
big changes at the start, she wants to first 
take the opportunity to truly get to know 
what the community of Agawam wants.

“I really believe in communication and 
collaboration,” Sullivan said. “The senior 
center building and services are for the se-
niors, so it’s really about the seniors.”

Over the next year Sullivan hopes to 
learn what the community wants and then 
work toward making positive changes. She 
knows how important the senior center is 
to the community and wants to keep it that 
way.

“I think that it’s not a place where peo-
ple just go because they have nowhere else 
to go, they’re coming here because they 
want to, they want to have the experienc-
es that a senior center offers and also the 
community outreach pieces,” she said. 

Sullivan has spent her whole life work-
ing with people. She started her career at 
a private foster care agency and worked 
there for 17 years. Following that, she 
worked in the Southwick Council on Aging 
from 2013 on. 

Several of her years in Southwick were 
also spent working in Parks and Recre-
ation. Sullivan thought moving to Agawam 
was the perfect opportunity to focus her 
work on seniors again.

“I saw the opportunity open up in Aga-
wam and it is a fulltime COA position,” she 
said. “I thought this was a great opportu-
nity to strictly work with seniors in a COA 
setting.”

Throughout her career she says she has 
learned a lot about communication and 
collaboration, and she hopes to bring that 
culture to Agawam. 

“Mentoring and role modeling is also 
really important,” she said. “If you’re will-
ing to work hard, then people are willing to 
work hard with you.”

With these ideas in mind, Sullivan looks 
forward to beginning her term as COA di-
rector. She will officially start her position 
on Jan. 2. 

DIRECTOR   ❚   from page 1

Hundreds of people gathered at Agawam Senior 
Center last Friday morning to meet the new direc-
tor, Cindy Sullivan.

New Senior Center Director Cindy Sullivan introduc-
es herself to all of the seniors. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

Wreaths Across America
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Road kind to Agawam in opening week
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM – After begin-
ning the new season with a 76-40 
win at Westfield High School on 
December 11, Agawam boys bas-
ketball traveled to Wilbraham last 
Friday night and came away with 
a hard-fought 66-55 victory over 
the Minnechaug Falcons.   

“We’re now 2-0 and we haven’t 
played a home game yet,” said 
Agawam head coach Tim Shee-
han following the Minnechaug 
game. “We did get off to a slow 
start in tonight’s game, which is 
something that we’ve done every 
time that we’ve played a game in 
this gym over the past couple of 
years. This is a good quality win 
for us, but there is still a lot of 
room for improvement.”  

The two boys’ basketball teams 
were members of the Suburban 
North Division the past two sea-
sons.

Brownies 
pick up win 
in opener

AGAWAM – Last Tuesday eve-
ning, the game stayed close for 
three quarters before Agawam 
pulled away in the final frame and 
picked up a 45-37 win over visit-
ing Drury. 

The Brownies got 14 points 
from Mia Canavan to lead the 
team. Isabella Laprise had nine 
points and Katelyn Cleavall add-
ed seven points.

Brownies 
fall in two 
straight

WEST SPRINGFIELD – Af-
ter winning their first match-
up of the season, the Agawam 
High School hockey team suf-
fered a pair of losses during 
the past week, losing 3-2 
against Amherst and then 4-1 
against Taconic on Saturday 
afternoon. 

AJ Robbins had the only 
goal for Agawam in the loss to 
Taconic.

 In the 3-2 loss to Amherst 
on Thursday, Dec. 14, Landon 
Ashford and Evan Connery 
had goals while goalie Frank-
ie DiSanti had 30 saves in the 
defeat. Agawam is 1-2 so far 
this year.

BASKETBALL   ❙   page 8 Gavin Cruz and Elijah Maldonado try to block a 
shot.

Andrew Regnier holds the ball away from a 
Minnechaug player.

Melih Tomak waits for a rebound.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY SOFIA DIGRANDE

Sophia Laprise makes a three-point attempt. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Katelyn Cleavall inbounds the ball.

Isabella Laprise tries to cross midcourt and avoid an opponent.

Mia Canavan attempts a free throw.

Marlee Montagna makes her way down the court.
Have the scoop on a 

local sports story? 
Want to submit a 

team photo, pass along 
a potential story idea, or 
just find out how to get a 
copy of that great photo 
of your young athlete? 

P l ea se  s end  a l l 
spor t s - re la ted  press 
releases and information 
to Agawam Advertiser 
News’ Sports Editor 
Greg Scibelli at: 

sports@turley.com 
or call, 

1-413-283-8393.

How to 
contact the 
Sports Editor
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Worcester Railers fall short to AdirondackThunder

GLEN FALLS, NY – The Worcester Rail-
ers HC (8-11-2-2, 20pts) fell short to the Ad-
irondack Thunder 13-6-2-1, 29pts), on Sat-
urday night by the final score of 4-1 in front 
of 3,841 fans for their Teddy Bear Night at 
the Cool Insuring Arena. The Thunder ex-
tended their win streak to 4 games. The 
Railers will head back home to face the 
Trois-Rivières Lions at 5:05 pm on Friday, 
December 23rd, as one of their three “Home 
for the Holidays” matchups.

The Thunder scored the first three goals 
of the game as Patrick Grasso (10th) and 
Nico Blachman (2nd, 3rd) put Adirondack 
ahead 3-0 after two. Joey Cipollone tallied 
his first professional goal on a tip-in out 
in front before Ryan Smith (11th) gave the 

Thunder back their three goal lead, and de-
livered the game’s final score of 4-1.

The first period saw a lot of physicality 
which led to a total of 24 minutes in penal-
ties. It all started with a Rock ‘Em Sock ‘Em 
fight toward center ice with Railers forward 
Jake Schultz (0-0-0) and Adirondack defen-
seman Darian Skeoch (0-1-1). Adirondack 
let the teddy bears fly early in the period 
after an odd-man rush goal by Patrick Gras-
so (1-0-1). Grasso received a pass by Grant 
Jozefek (0-1-1) from across the slot, moving 
left to right, to beat Henrik Tikkanen on his 
high glove side. The next goal didn’t come 
until the 16th minute when the Thunder 
Forward Ryan Smith (1-2-3) placed a low 
shot on net from in-between the dots on the 

rush to give a rebound opportunity to For-
ward Nico Blachman (2-0-2) and beat the 
outstretched blocker of Henrik Tikkanen. 
The Thunder lead the period in shots on 
goal 13-5.

The second period was a lot quieter 
compared to the first. Henrik Tikkanen 
made a lot of high-quality saves through-
out the period. Blachman and the Thun-
der would break through, however. After a 
failed offensive zone entry by the Railers, 
Adirondack’s Forward Erik Middendorf 
(0-1-1) entered the right half of the Railers’ 
defensive zone slowly and stopped at the 
top of the circle. He found Blachman crash-
ing towards the net late and blasted it past 
Henrik Tikkanen’s low blocker side from the 

high slot to make it a 3-0 game with 4:37 left 
in the period. The Thunder led the period 
with shots on goal 9-8.

The Railers finally got on the board ear-
ly in the third period after a blast from the 
left point by Ryan Verrier (0-1-1) that was 
then deflected in the slot by Joey Cipollone 
(1-0-1) for his first professional goal. The 
Thunder would capitalize on a breakaway 
opportunity in the middle of the third after 
Colin Felix’s (0-1-1) minor penalty expired. 
Felix passed the puck up to the speedy Ryan 
Smith who elevated the puck upstairs where 
it hit the crossbar, hit a Railers back-check-
er, and inadvertently ended up in the back 
of the net to make it 4-1 Thunder. The Thun-
der led the period in shots on goal 11-9.

Thunderbirds suffer 1-0 
shutout against Bears

HERSHEY, PA – The Springfield Thun-
derbirds (14-9-2-0) could not solve the 
top-ranked defense in the AHL, as the 
Hershey Bears (22-6-0-0) skated off with 
a narrow 1-0 triumph on Sunday inside 
Giant Center.

The battle of the Eastern Conference’s 
two best defensive teams lived up to that 
billing in the opening 20 minutes, as nei-
ther Springfield’s Malcolm Subban nor 
Hershey’s Hunter Shepard showed nerves 
in their goal crease. Subban had a trio of 
high-danger denials off odd-man rushes, 
including a right-pad kick out on a Jim-
my Huntington breakaway. Shepard had 
his own sterling saves, including a point-
blank snapper from Keean Washkurak.

The biggest fireworks of the period 
came in the form of mitts dropping be-
tween former T-Bird Dylan McIlrath and 
Sam Bitten less than four minutes into 
the action. The early scrap between two 
of the toughest customers in the AHL 
added a big boost to both benches but 
ultimately did not lead to either team 
cracking into the scoresheet in the first 
20 minutes. 

As difficult as it was for the teams 
to establish in the first, it became even 

more difficult in a second period that saw 
only seven combined shots between the 
two teams, with Subban stopping four 
Hershey attempts and Shepard blocking 
three Springfield offerings, forcing the 
scoreless draw into a final period. 

The game gave every indication that 
the first goal would be pivotal, and at 5:31 
of the third, Pierrick Dube finally got on 
the board for the Bears, blasting a slapper 
that glanced off Subban’s left shoulder 
and squeaked across the line just mo-
ments before a T-Birds defender could 
get to the goal line to save it.

The winger’s 14th of the season proved 
to be the only tally, as Springfield could 
not dent Shepard the rest of the way. For-
mer Bear Jakub Vrana had perhaps the 
best chance to tie the game on a one-tim-
er from the right circle, but Shepard slid 
from right to left to deny the chance, and 
Springfield succumbed to their first shut-
out defeat of the season.

The two teams will have a grudge 
match on Friday night inside the Mass-
Mutual Center as the T-Birds begin a sev-
en-game homestand. Puck drop on Fri-
day is set for 7:05 p.m. for another Deuces 
Wild Friday.

Michael Shenette declares 
for NASCAR modifieds tour

WORCESTER – Driving the No. 8, 
John-Michael Shenette will chase the NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour Rookie of 
the Year honors in 2024. When the NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour begins a 16-
race schedule in February at New Smyrna 
Speedway in Florida, Shenette plans to be 
in attendance. It will be the first race in his 
quest to compete in a majority of the races 
on the schedule to chase the prestigious 
award.

Formerly based in Thompson, Con-
necticut, Shenette is the CEO of Eighty-
Two Services, a General Contractor locat-
ed in Concord, North Carolina. The team, 
Eighty-Two Autosport, will also contest 
additional SMART Modified Tour and 
Open Modified events when available in 
2024. 

Shenette made his debut on the NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour at Langley 
Speedway in 2023 and finished 12th. He 
also competed in events at North-Wilkes-
boro Speedway and Martinsville Speedway 
prior to the end of the season.

“We’re excited for 2024,” John-Michael 
Shenette said. “Last year was about put-
ting a car on the track. We struggled with 
a mechanical issue that plagued us at all 
three events and prevented us from log-

ging laps. All-in-all, it was a good year - we 
were able to build a great group, add a sec-
ond car and square away all the bits and 
pieces that it takes to run. The NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour is the best of the 
best in modified racing, if not NASCAR as a 
whole. Our team is ready for the challenge. 
Chasing the prestigious Rookie of the Year 
award is on our bucket list, but we’re also 
looking for consistency and to chase our 
first career win in Modified in 2024.”

Shenette was born in Worcester, and 
started racing at 7-years-old at Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park’s “Little T” 
track in Connecticut. He’s raced on and off 
his entire life - running in the Pro Stocks, 
Thompson Modifieds, PASS Super Late 
Models, ARTS Trucks, Karts and now Tour-
Type Modifieds 30 years later.

Shenette and his NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour team, led by crew chief 
Scott Morin and car chief Stephen Rob-
inson, will open the 2024 season at New 
Smyrna Speedway on Saturday, February 
10, as NASCAR opens their 76th season of 
racing. For more information on the team, 
fans are encouraged to follow the team on 
Facebook on their new page, Eighty-Two 
Autosport, for the latest news and infor-
mation, including race day updates. 

Agawam is still a member of the Subur-
ban North, but Minnechaug (1-1), who had 
won the previous three meetings on the 
hardwood by less than ten points, moved 
to the Suburban South Division.    

“I’m disappointed in tonight’s result,” 
said Minnechaug head coach Mike Orzech. 
“I thought the effort was there, but we had 
too many turnovers and missed too many 
shots in the second half.”     

The driver of the bus in the first two 
road games for the Brownies was senior 
guard Colin Smith. He scored a total of 67 
points in the two victories.  

“Colin is a very good basketball player,” 
Sheehan said. “The difference this season 
is he isn’t forcing his shots. He’s letting the 
game come to him.”   

After scoring 34 points with the help 
of four 3-pointers in the season opener, 
Smith scored 21 of his game-high 33 points 
against the Falcons in the second half. He 
scored most of his points in last Friday’s 
contest on lay-ups. He also had six steals, 
five rebounds and two assists in last Fri-
day’s game. 

“We played with a lot more energy in the 
second half than we did in the first half,” 
Smith said. “We also made a lot more shots. 
We have a lot of very good players on this 
year’s team, and it’s been a lot of fun so far.”

Smith, who has scored close to 600 ca-
reer points, joined the boys varsity bas-
ketball team as a freshman. Sheehan, who 
was previously the boys’ varsity basketball 
coach at Granby High School, coached 
Smith for the first time the following year.   

“Colin has improved so much since I 
began coaching him as a sophomore,” said 

Sheehan, who had the opportunity to coach 
a couple of 1,000-point scorers at Granby. 
“He’s a senior now and nothing ever seems 
to rattle him. He still has a lot of room to get 
better. He’s also an unselfish player.”    

The duo of junior forward Melih Tomak 
(13 points) and junior guard Elijah Mal-
donado (10 points) also provided a spark 
offensively for the Brownies in the second 
half.  

The Falcons were led offensively by 
sophomore guard Miles Fergus, who scored 
13 points of his team-leading 16 points 
during the first 16 minutes of the contest. 
Junior guard Gus Przybyl netted nine of his 
13 points in the second half. Junior forward 
Nate Pace added eight points.  

In the middle of the opening quarter, an 
old fashion three point play by senior guard 
Nick Disa (5 points) gave the home team a 
9-2 lead. 

The Falcons also led by seven points (13-
6) late in the first quarter following back-
to-back lay-ups by senior forward D.J. John-
son (6 points) and Przybyl.

Following a steal and lay-up by Smith, 
the visitors entered the second stanza trail-
ing 13-8.

Fergus made three 3-pointers in the 
second quarter, which helped Minnechaug 
build a 26-18 halftime lead.  

The Falcons eight point lead slipped 
away like sand in an hourglass, as the 
Brownies scored the first ten points of the 
second half.

“I told the kids in the locker room at 
halftime that our shot selection in the first 
half was pretty good, but the problem was 
we didn’t make very many of them,” Shee-
han said. “We made a lot more shots in the 
second half, and it stopped their transition 

game, which was probably the biggest dif-
ference.”    

Smith began the comeback by sinking a 
pair of free throws.

A reverse lay-up by Tomak tied the score 
at 26-26 with 6:10 left in the third quarter.

Less than a minute later, Agawam took 
the lead for the first time at 28-26 when 
freshman forward Gavin Cruz (4 points) 
made a shot while falling to the ground in 
the middle of the lane.

The Brownies entered the final eight 
minutes of the contest holding a slim 41-40 
lead.

The duo of Tomak and Smith combined 

to score the first twelve points of the fourth 
quarter for Agawam.

With 4:25 remaining in regulation, a 
steal and lay-up by Smith increased the 
Brownies advantage to 53-44. 

Agawam sealed the deal by making nine 
free throw attempts during the final three 
minutes. 

The Brownies players enjoyed another 
bus ride back home.

BASKETBALL   ❚   from page 7

Colin Smith makes his way down the court.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Elijah Maldonado tries to work his way away from 
the sideline.
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Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 
the Agawam Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a pub-
lic hearing at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St., 
Agawam, MA on Monday, 
January 8, 2024 at 6:30PM 
for all parties interested in the 
appeal of Laurie Littlefield, as 
allowed under MGL Ch.40A, 
Section 8 and the Town of 
Agawam’s Adopted Charter, 
Section 2, Paragraph C, from 
the Inspector of Buildings 
October 20, 2023 Zoning 
Ordinance Violation Notice 
regarding the premises identi-
fied as 655 Cooper Street.

 Doreen A. Prouty
Chairperson

Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals

12/14, 12/21/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD22P0628EA
Estate of: 

Martha Burns 
Also known as: 

Martha K Burns 
Date of Death: 01/28/2022 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement  has 
been filed by Patricia Burns 
of Feeding Hills, MA request-
ing that the court enter a for-
mal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account, 
a determination of heirs at law 
and other such relief as may be 

requested in the Petition. . 
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

ob tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 01/19/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to 
you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.

Date: December 14, 2023 
Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
12/21/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

by Langonet Towing pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c.255, Section 39A, that on 
January 2, 2024 at 63 Ramah 
Cir S, Agawam the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy the 
garagekeeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
and expenses of notices and 
sale of said vehicle.
2000 Toyota 4Runner
VIN: JT3HN86R8Y0289699
Gary Croteau
14 Meadow Ave
Agawam, MA 01001
12/14, 12/21, 12/28/2023 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD19P2234EA
Estate of: 

Helen Beane
Date of Death: 01/20/2017 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by John J Ferriter  
of Holyoke, MA request-
ing that the court enter a for-
mal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account 
such relief as may be request-
ed in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 01/17/2024 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: December 11, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/21/2023

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Agawam Advertiser News

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5
Happy Holidays!

Support your local 
newspaper with the 
holiday gift that 
keeps on giving!
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RE-ELECT
NICK BOLDYGA

State Representative

 He’s 
 Working 
 For Us!

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE 

BOLDYGA CMTE

By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Early voting will end 

on Friday, Oct. 30, but after just one 

week, it has been a rousing success.

The Agawam Senior Center has 

been buzzing with activity since ear-

ly voting started. With the ongoing 

pandemic and essentially all pro-

gramming shut down at the center, it 

was the perfect location to hold early 

voting.

Voting has been held during regu-

lar business hours since Oct. 17, along 

with some special weekend hours, in-

cluding Sundays.
In all there have been nearly 6,000 

ballots cast already.
Town Clerk Vincent Gioscia re-

ported Monday that between early 

voting and mail-in ballots, 5,917 have 

been received and counted toward 

Agawam’s voting tally.

It represents a “turnout” of ap-

proximately 26 percent of the total 

voting population in Agawam. Typ-

ical presidential elections can draw 

at least between 40 and 60 percent of 

the registered voters, but with early 

and mail-in voting, it is possible for 

the town to shatter that expectation, 

especially when in-person voting oc-

curs on Nov. 3, and numbers from the 

second week of early voting are all 

considered.
Gioscia mailed out approximate-

ly 6,000 mail-in ballots for a variety 

Early voting is set up at the Agawam Senior Center last week. Early voting goes through Friday, Oct. 30, then voters can go to their respective 

voting precincts on Tuesday, Nov. 3. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Early, mail voting 
successful in first week

VOTE  ❙  page 2

By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – While most eyes in 

the country are on the very contro-

versial 2020 presidential election be-

tween incumbent President Donald 

Trump and challenger, former Vice 

President Joe Biden, there are also lo-

cal elections being decided when vot-

ers are invited to the polls for a final 

time on Tuesday, Nov. 3.

State Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, 

R-Southwick, will defend his seat 

against Democrat and Agawam 

School Committee member Kerri 

O’Connor.
Boldyga was elected in 2010 when 

he defeated now-Agawam City Coun-

cil Rosemary Sandlin. Boldyga has 

overcome Democratic challengers in 

every election since becoming state 

representative, including twice de-

feating Samuel DiSanti and once de-

feating Sandlin.
Boldyga is a resident of Southwick 

and was formerly a police officer in 

Connecticut. He also served on the 

Southwick Select Board before being 

elected to the state legislature.

Boldyga is one of just a few Repub-

licans in a Democratically-dominated 

state legislature.
Boldyga has touted having advo-

cated for not raising taxes and work-

State representative, senate seats on the line in Nov. 3 election

ELECTION  ❙  page 2

Josiah Bass-Collins dribbles up the field at Westfield High 

School during a recent game. More photos on page 8. PHOTO BY 

DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Falls sports continue

By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – While cas-

es are on the rise for coro-

navirus in Massachusetts 

and many other parts of the 

country, Agawam has not 

quite felt the impact.

However, in the past two 

weeks, like many towns, 

Agawam has seen a slight 

uptick in cases and is in 

danger of seeing its COVID 

rate rise above eight cases 

Only small increases in 

COVID cases locally

COVID  ❙  page 2

PAID FOR BY THE 

BOLDYGA COMMITTEE

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

REP. NICK BOLDYGA HAS A PROVEN TRACK RECORD

RE-ELECT NICK BOLDYGA
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★                             
                     ★STATE REPRESENTATIVE

SERVING THE TOWNS OF BARRE, HARDWICK, HUBBARDSTON,
NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM, PETERSHAM & RUTLAND SINCE 1834

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

October 29,  2020  ❙   Vol. 186,  No. 28  ❙   $1.00 www.barregazette.turley.com

USPS 044560                         

BARRE      GAZETTE  
Serving the towns of Barre, Hardwick, Hubbardston, New Braintree, North Brookfield, Oakham, Petersham & Rutland since 1834

FEBRUARY 20, 2014  
VOL. 179, NO. 40
USPS 044560

$1.00

Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations
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Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the
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Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away
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The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting
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PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
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ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations
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Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
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hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 
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PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9
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Selectmen 
set STM 
for Nov. 21

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

BARRE – The Barre Board of 
Selectmen set the date for a Special 
Town Meeting for Saturday, Nov. 
21 at 10 a.m.

At the Oct. 19 meeting, select-
man chair Gregory O’Sullivan said 
the STM needed to be held before 
the tax rate was set. In order to have 
tax bills out by Dec. 31, the tax rate 
must be set by Dec. 1. He said if 
the deadline was not met, estimated 
tax bills would be sent out. 

O’Sullivan said the board would 
seek input from the tax collector 
on how collections were going. He 
said if revenue was short, the town 
might want to access funds before 
setting the tax rate.

Town accountant, Jean Joel, 
heard from the Department of 
Revenue the town needed to revote 
free cash expenditures voted at 
the annual town meeting because 
the town held its ATM after June 
30. O’Sullivan said he thought 
towns had an extension from the 
Governor. The board asked Town 
administrator Jessica Sizer to check 
into this.

Town administrator Sizer said 
the budget was $81,417 short and 
needed an article using free cash at 
an STM. Chair O’Sullivan said he 
thought the budget was balanced 
at the ATM and asked her to check 
into this.

Selectman vice-chair Matthew 
Urban said if the town has to revote 
the free cash votes taken at town 
meeting, the article for the ambu-
lance purchase could be changed 
from free cash to borrowing. 
O’Sullivan said the contract for 
the ambulance, which was already 
ordered, specified funding from 
free cash. 

Selectman Urban said if opening 
up a STM warrant, they should ver-
ify with department heads if they 
have any critical purchases and list 
them. 

Moderator Joshua Smith said 
if the meeting were held Tuesday, 
Nov. 24 it would be unlikely to 
get the 50-voter quorum so near 
Thanksgiving. Selectman Urban 
said the meeting did not have to 
be a Tuesday and could be held 
Saturday, Nov. 21 in the high 
school gym. The moderator said 
the meeting could be held in the 
high school parking lot and every-
one dress warm. The board voted 
to open the STM warrant Thursday, 
Oct. 22 at 7 a.m. and close at 5 p.m. 

CMRPC alternate
The board decided to wait until 

its next meeting, Nov. 2 before 
selecting an alternate to represent 
the town at Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission. 
Planning board member Doug 
Martin is the representative. 
Anyone interested in serving, as an 
alternate should contact the town 
administrator.

Collective bargaining 
representative

According to the Quabbin 
Regional School District agree-
ment, one member from the five-
town select boards, represent the 

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

The last day for early voting in 
Barre is Thursday, Oct. 29 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Henry Woods 
Building, 40 West St. 

The last day for early voting in 
person in Oakham will be Friday, 
Oct. 30 from 10 a.m. to noon in the 
voting room at the Oakham Town 
Hall. 

Polling locations for 
coverage towns include: 

Barre
Precinct 1
Barre Senior Center
557 South Barre Road
Precinct 2
American Legion Post 2
450 South Barre Road
Hardwick
Hardwick Elementary School
Rte. 32

Hubbardston
Hubbardston Center School
8 Elm St.
Enter through gymnasium door

Oakham
Oakham Town Hall
2 Coldbrook Road
Voting room

Petersham
Lower Town Hall
Main Street

Rutland
Precinct 1 and 3
Naquag Elementary School
285 Main St.
Precinct 2
Rutland Public Library
280 Main St.
Candidates for president and 

vice president are Biden and Harris 
- Democrat, Hawkins and Walker 
- Green Rainbow, Jorgensen and 
Cohen - Libertarian and incumbents 
Trump and Pence - Republican. 
Edward J. Markey of Malden, the 
incumbent, for Senator in Congress 
has  a  Republ ican chal leng-
er, Kevin J. O’Connor of Dover.  
Candidates for Representative in 
Congress Second District are James 

Scarecrows line Main Street

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

Just in time for Halloween, these scarecrows keep watch along Main Street in Hubbardston in front of the Hubbardston 
Center School. 

Voters go 
to the polls 
Nov. 3

Hardwick suggests ballots go to Town Hall, not put in mail

American 
Legion to 
hold Veterans 
Day ceremony

BARRE – Barre Post  2, 
American Legion, will be com-
memora t ing  Ve te rans  Day 
Wednesday, Nov. 11 at Veterans 
Park (North Common), promptly 
at 11 a.m. for a brief ceremony. 
Participants will muster at 10:45 
a.m. on site, all veterans are invit-
ed and encouraged to join the 
ranks. All townspeople are cor-
dially invited to attend.

Turn your clocks back 
one hour on Nov. 1

Turley Publications Courtesy Photos

The Christmas in Barre Committee held its annual craft fair last 
Saturday, Oct. 24. Usually, the craft fair is held in the Barre Town 
Hall in December, but it was rescheduled to October so it could be 
held outside on the Barre Common.

Holiday craft fair happens in October

This vendor at the craft fair in Barre sells har-
vest and Thanksgiving items. Everyone followed 
COVID-19 precautions including social distancing 
and wearing masks.

HARDWICK – Ballots for the 
Nov. State Election will be mailed 
to those who submitted an appli-
cation as soon as the ballot kits 
are delivered to the Town Clerk’s 
office. Any Hardwick resident 
who voted in the September pri-
mary is automatically added to 
receive a ballot for the November 
election.

Per United States Postal 
Service policy, ballots that are 

being mailed to residents must 
be processed through the USPS 
facility in Hartford, Connecticut, 
instead of being personally deliv-
ered to each individual post office 
in Hardwick, Wheelwright, and 
Gilbertville.

It is strongly recommended 
that voters drop off their com-
pleted ballots in the Official Drop 
Box at the Myron E. Richardson 
Building, 307 Main St. in the 

Gilbertville section of town 
instead of mailing through the 
USPS.

Ballots mailed back from any 
of the village post offices will 
have ballots sent to Hartford, 
Connecticut, then to Springfield, 
then back to the Gilbertville post 
office. This is a time frame that 
could take up to one week from 
the time it is mailed.

The Official Drop Box will be 

monitored and emptied each busi-
ness day and tracking information 
should be available later in the 
evening.

Please do not call the Town 
Clerk unless it has been more than 
two business days since the ballot 
was dropped off at the Official 
Drop Box and the www.trackmy-
ballotma.com website isn’t updat-
ed. Most times it is merely a sys-
tem update waiting to happen.w

in Hubbardston

See BARRE , page 6

See VOTING, page 6

By Jonah Snowden
jsnowden@turley.com

WALES – Despite the hard-
ships of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Wales Public Library contin-
ues to stay strong and serve the 
public.

Because of a relatively small 
number of COVID-19 cases in the 
town – five since Oct. 22, accord-
ing to Mass.gov – Wales Library 
Director Nancy Baer said they can 
allow patrons to enter the building 
and browse the stacks.

“We were not closed for very 
long,” Baer said. “I talk with the 
Board of Health regularly. If ev-
erybody wears their masks and 
wash their hands and the books 
are in a bag to quarantine when 
they’re done with it, we’re going 
to be open.” 

Since the library reopened in 
June, a few months after the pan-
demic began, programs such as the 
annual summer reading program 
had to be altered. 

“There was no good reason 
for us not to open,” Baer said. 

“Unfortunately, we didn’t do 
much for [school-oriented read-
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By Michael Harrison
mharrison@turley.com

PALMER – The public had its 
first in-depth look at the draft study 
of building a rail link connecting 
Pittsfield to Boston with sever-
al stops along the way, including 
Palmer. 

Reaction was mixed.
MassDOT officials walked 

anyone interested through the entire 
draft, which included three alter-
natives culled from about a couple 
dozen, in a 90-minute presentation 
streamed on Zoom last Thursday 
evening. It was open to the public 
and anyone could attended the vir-
tual meeting through the app, or 
dial in by phone. There were op-
portunities to ask questions or make 
a comment. Some local attendees 
aren’t happy with the draft’s rider-
ship projection, saying the metrics 
used drastically underestimated 
the count. MassDOT suggests that 
a more expensive high-speed rail 
would boost the ridership forecast. 

Local advocates want the state 
to create a service that wouldn’t be 
as fast, but would come online fast-
er and at a lower cost than a high-
speed rail. They insist there would 
be enough riders to justify building 
it.

That estimated ridership num-
ber could be revised in the final re-
port due out Nov. 30 and if not, it 
could be included in one of several 
subsequent reports MassDOT rec-
ommends.

Release of the draft study start-
ed the clock on a 30-day public 

comment period that ends Nov. 19.
“There’s a lot to celebrate, but 

there are a lot of significant gaps 
and one is the ridership estimates 
are too low,” state Sen. Eric Lesser 
said after the presentation. “Hope-
fully they’ll take that back and 
make those updates.”

Lesser, Sen. Anne Gobi, along 
with town officials and citizen ad-
vocates, have been ushering the idea 
of the new rail line through the ear-
ly planning phase while working to 
build support both at the grassroots 
level, in the Legislature, and with 
the state’s congressional delegation.

“Experts have weighed in and 
said the ridership estimates are not 
accurate and need to be revised,” 

Lesser said.
“They used the Hartford to 

Springfield rail as one of their met-
rics for comparison. No one would 
compare Hartford-Springfield to 
Boston-Pittsfield. Boston is a much 
bigger city and significantly more 
congested.”

Ben Hood, co-founder of Citi-
zens for a Palmer Rail Stop, is sim-
ilarly peeved by the metrics and the 
ridership projections. Both he and 
Lesser said they suspect MassDOT 
is purposely low-balling the number 
so it can ultimately be used as an 
excuse to scrap the project.

“It’s not comparable,” Hood 
said this week.

“Now [MassDOT) is play-

ing this game that ‘we studied it 
and now we want to study it some 
more.’ Fundamentally, you need to 
shift the discussion to getting this 
train service at a reasonable cost so 
we can get it started. It’s outrageous 
that you can’t connect the three 
largest cities in New England.”

Hood said an earlier draft had 
even lower rider projections that 
were vigorously challenged.

“They were four-to-five times 
lower then and the only reason they 
went higher was because of the ab-
solute push-back by planners from 
around New England,” Hood said.

He takes solace in the hope that 
there will be a massive federal in-
frastructure plan in the near future 
and that some of the funding will be 
earmarked toward construction of 
a Boston to Pittsfield railroad. U.S. 
Rep Richard Neal has previously 
said he’s in favor of it.

“I think the biggest person we 
need to work with right now is Con-
gressman Neal,” Hood said. “He is 
the key.”

The Western Mass Rail Coali-
tion, which is in favor of a moderate 
speed train that would travel in the 
neighborhood of 90 mph and could 
be completed faster and cheaper 
than a high-speed rail, envisions six 
round trips a day between Boston, 
Framingham, Worcester, Palmer, 
Springfield, Hartford and New Ha-
ven with connecting trains from 
Springfield to Chester, Pittsfield and 
Albany, New York. 

Turley Publications photos by Jonah Snowden

“The Patchens family gets creative with their pumpkin carving at Saturday’s Pumpkin Path event. More photos on page 8.

Residents 
encouraged 
to display 
patriotic 
themes

By Jonah Snowden
jsnowden@turley.com

PALMER – Due to COVID-19, 
the Veteran Services Department will 
not have the opportunity to host an 
in-person Veterans Day Celebration. 
However, Veterans Agent Troy Brin 
said the town is still encouraging resi-
dents to decorate their homes in patri-
otic themes from Nov. 1 to Nov. 15.

Veterans Day is Nov. 11.
Brin said the significance of this 

15-day observance is “to honor our 
service members, veterans and their 
families for their service and sacrifice 
to our great nation.” 

 “Facebook users can go to the 
department’s page for inspiration,” 
Brin said.

“An event will be placed on the 
Veteran Services Department Face-
book page encouraging people to 
share photos of their decorations and 
sending a message to our veterans,” 
he said. “Additionally, anyone who 
would like to record a short video 
thanking our service members and 
veterans for their service can email 
to me and I will post it on the Veter-
an Service Department’s Facebook 
page.” 

A gourd time was had by all Holland 
gets over 
$250G to 
combat 
runoff into 
lake

By Jonah Snowden
jsnowdne@turley.com

HOLLAND – A serious run-
off issue affecting Hamilton Res-
ervoir will be addressed thanks to 
the town’s share of $1.4 million in 
grants distributed across the Com-
monwealth to combat water pollu-
tion.

Six projects are in the works in 
areas where stormwater runoff and 
erosion are negatively impacting 
lakes and other waterways. In Hol-
land, which was awarded $256,871, 
runoff from Mountain Road and 
Sandy Beach will be mitigated.  

State Rep. Todd Smola (R-War-
ren) applauded the distribution from 
federal EPA funds.

“I’d like to commend the Town 
of Holland and MassDEP for all 
they do to protect Hamilton Res-
ervoir,” Smola said in a statement. 
“Access to clean water doesn’t hap-
pen on its own and I am very appre-
ciative of their efforts.”

The project in Holland received 
the second highest amount of the 
EPA-funded grants. The Massachu-
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Wales Public Library, located on 77 Main St.

Few COVID cases lets 
Wales Library host patrons

EAST-WEST RAIL REPORT

Advocates dispute numbers, tell MassDOT to go forward

Courtesy photo

Supporters of a proposed east-west rail link to and from Boston to Pittsfield 
that includes stops in Springfield and Palmer say ridership projections from 
MassDOT are too low.
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SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
Dear Reader:

We are pleased to provide this week’s 
issue of The Ware River News mailed to 
every resident in our coverage area for free 
over the next two weeks. Enclosed you 
will find a remittance form that you may 
submit to either start a new subscription or 

extend your current one. 
We resisted the temptation to take to 

the phones, interrupt your dinner and make 
our subscription pitch. Instead, our pre-
ferred way of continuously growing our 
readership is to share a couple of copies of 
the paper with you, enclose a subscription 
form and await the returns. We’re proud of 

our work and hope you find it brings you 
closer to understanding your community. 
We’re hoping for a good response from 
this campaign because we’ll then be able 
to provide even more value to the local 
businesses that support us.

There are no plans to rest on our lau-
rels. Our pledge is to continue to work 

hard at providing even better local news 
coverage. Your suggestions as to how we 
can do a better job are always welcome. 
We’re a family-owned company with a 
deep commitment to the towns we serve. 
We want to meet, and if possible, exceed 
your expectations.

We’ll be arriving at your home next 

week, too. So please take a moment to 
consider the service we provide and enjoy 
the paper. We hope to be arriving at your 
home every week for years to come. 
Thanks so much. Enjoy the fall season.

Sincerely,
Patrick Turley, Publisher

USDA grant and loan 
may be revoked soon

By Eileen Kennedy
Staff writer 

WARREN – About 50 people 
attended a special meeting of the 
Warren Water District on Oct. 21 
to discuss the possibility the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
may cancel a grant and a loan it 
agreed to provide to build a water 
treatment plant. 

The federal agency has warned 
the district it may “de-obligate” the 
money because it has been unable 
to meet project deadlines due to the 
town’s Sewer Commission refusal 
to approve a sewer tie-in permit for 
the project. The USDA has com-
mitted to a grant for 40%, or about 
$2.24 million of the $5.6 million 
project, with most of the rest to be 
borrowed through the agency in 
the form of a low-interest, 40-year 
loan. 

“This is an amazing amount,” 
said Tighe & Bond Project 
Engineer Jeffrey Faulkner of the 
40% USDA loan. “In my 20-year 
account I’ve not seen a grant this 
high.” He said if the agency de-ob-
ligates the loans it would be dif-
ficult to get another grant, and if 
the district did get one, it probably 
would not be for as much money.

The USDA and the s tate 
Department of Environmental 
Protection have approved the 
project as well as the town’s 
Conservation Commission and 
Planning Board.

The plant would remove iron 
and manganese from Warren’s 
drinking water, which is discolored 

from the minerals. The new plant 
would filter out the minerals and 
capture them before they can be 
oxidized by the chlorine in the sys-
tem.

The whole project must be fin-
ished by May 8, 2022, and the 
USDA sets different timelines that 
must be met for different parts of 
the process.

Agreement
The Sewer Commission and the 

Warren Water District did manage 
to come up with a Memorandum of 
Agreement this summer on a num-
ber of points. The sticking point 
has been who will be responsible 

Warren Water District patrons want action

The Warren Water District, a nonprofit utility com-
pany, held a special meeting to tell its patrons about 
the potential loss of a USDA grant and loan that is 
in jeopardy if it doesn’t receive a sewer system tie-
in connection from the town’s Sewer Commission. 
It needs to build a water treatment plant to address 
minerals that turn the water brown and black.

Selectman David Dufresne criticized the town’s 
Sewer Commissioners during a special meeting of the 
Warren Water District last week. The commission has 
denied a sewer tie-in permit for the district so it can 
build a water treatment plant.

By Dalton Zbierski
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – A culture of 
poor health care, staff shortages 
and a lack of infection control 
measures at the Soldiers’ Home 
in Holyoke led to the COVID-
19- related deaths of at least 
76 elderly veterans this spring. 
On Oct. 20, family members of 
those killed or sickened by the 
unprecedented outbreak testified 
before a Joint Special Legislative 
Oversight Committee at Holyoke 
Community College. 

For the speakers, a sense 
of closure was nowhere to be 
found. Present, however, was a 
platform to address a panel of 
concerned state senators and rep-
resentatives. 

Fighting back tears, loved 
ones emotionally detailed the 
negligent actions, lack of com-
passion and total absence of 
communication that transformed 
Holyoke’s “Gem on the Hill” 
into a facility marred by too 
many deaths. 

Susan Kenney, a Ware resi-
dent, arrived at the podium to 
discuss her father’s last days. 
Charles Lowell, a 78-year-old 
U.S. Air Force veteran, suc-
cumbed to the novel coronavirus 
on April 15.

In the weeks leading to 

Trust 
violated: 
Soldiers’ Home 
hearings depict 
a culture of 
noncompliance  

Budget increased 
for new hire 
process, overlap

By Melina Bourdeau
Staff writer

WARE – In a meeting of the 
Quabbin Health District, com-
posed of Ware, Belchertown 
and Pelham Health Boards, 
Health Director Judy Metcalf 
announced her anticipated 
retirement in April 2021.

Metcalf, who is the third 
Quabbin Health District direc-
tor, told the board her last day 
would be April 21, 2021, but 
she would be on the payroll 
until July 1.

Belchertown Board of Health 
member Ken Elstien suggest-
ed creating a subcommittee to 
begin the search for the posi-
tion.

“I would recommend the 
search committee be appointed 
tonight, that we report back say 
arbitrarily in mid-November, 
get some questions to ask and 
maybe some answers,” he said. 

Members of the search 
committee include Elstien, 
Belchertown Board of Health 

Quabbin 
Health 
Director 
to retire

Turley Publications correspondent photo by Mandy Miller
The White family offered a pop of color and fun with their Trolls-
themed trunk Friday night. See more photos on Page 15.

By Michael Harrison
mharrison@turley.com

PALMER — The public had its 
first in-depth look at the draft study 
of building a rail link connecting 
Pittsfield to Boston with sever-
al stops along the way, including 
Palmer. 

Reaction was mixed.
MassDOT officials walked any-

one interested through the entire 
draft, which included three alter-
natives culled from about a couple 
dozen, in a 90-minute presentation 
streamed on Zoom last Thursday 
evening. It was open to the pub-
lic and anyone could attended the 
virtual meeting through the app, 
or dial in by phone. There were 
opportunities to ask questions 
or make a comment. Some local 
attendees aren’t happy with the 
draft’s ridership projection, saying 
the metrics used drastically under-

estimated the count. MassDOT 
suggests that a more expensive 
high-speed rail would boost the rid-
ership forecast. 

Local advocates want the state 
to create a service that wouldn’t 
be as fast, but would come online 
faster and at a lower cost than a 
high-speed rail. They insist there 
would be enough riders to justify 
building it.

That estimated ridership num-
ber could be revised in the final 
report due out Nov. 30 and if not, it 
could be included in one of several 
subsequent reports MassDOT rec-
ommends.

Release of the draft study start-
ed the clock on a 30-day public 
comment period that ends Nov. 19.

“There’s a lot to celebrate, 
but there are a lot of significant 
gaps and one is the ridership esti-
mates are too low,” state Sen. Eric 
Lesser said after the presentation. 

“Hopefully they’ll take that back 
and make those updates.”

Lesser, Sen. Anne Gobi, along 
with town officials and citizen 
advocates, have been ushering the 
idea of the new rail line through the 
early planning phase while work-
ing to build support both at the 
grassroots level, in the Legislature, 
and with the state’s congressional 
delegation.

“Experts have weighed in and 
said the ridership estimates are not 
accurate and need to be revised,” 
Lesser said.

“They used the Hartford to 
Springfield rail as one of their met-
rics for comparison. No one would 
compare Hartford-Springfield to 
Boston-Pittsfield. Boston is a much 
bigger city and significantly more 
congested.”

Region wants rail expansion

Courtesy photo by Holyoke Community College

Ware resident Susan Kenney 
was the first family member 
to testify about the conditions 
and problems at the Holyoke 
Soldiers’ Home. She lost her 
father, Charles Lowell, to 
COVID-19, and 75 other vet-
erans at the home died of the 
virus as well.

Please see DIRECTOR, page 3

Please see WATER, page 8

Hardwick haunts 
its students

Please see SOLDIERS, page 6

Please see RAIL, page 11

By Shelby Macri

The town held a Special Town Meeting on Monday, Oct. 26, at the Town Hall, where nine articles were discussed amongst the Selectboard and the residents who attended. Though all articles passed with a majority vote, there were two issues that warranted significant discussion during the meeting. 

Voters pass bylaw 
fees, property title

By Mary Kronholm

Last week it was reported that there were 986 new cases of COVID-19 in the state, making the highest case count in five months.
As of Sunday, October 25, there are 1097 cases and 24 deaths in Massachusetts.
As of Monday, October 26, the state’s total again topped with 1,216 cases and Blandford’s total had increased by 10 cases. Until then, Blandford had had only three reported cases, two initially and then one more recently, since March 12.  

COVID, page 7

VOTERS, page 7

Town COVID-19 
cases rise by 10

BLANDFORD

CHESTER

By Peter Spotts

Communication issues continue to be a concern for the Fire Department going forward after the storm earlier this month once again took down the station phones.
Deputy Fire Chief Daryl Springman discussed the issue with the Selectboard during a department update on Thursday, Oct. 22.

“[Jason Connell] was more directly involved. I know he had some issues with communications again. I know our phones went down again,” Springman said. “I know the power company, it took 

Fire Dept. deals 
with comm issues

By Peter Spotts

All grades will return to their classrooms in a hybrid model on Wednesday, Dec. 2, as voted by the Hampshire Regional School Committee on Monday, Oct. 26.

The date is contingent on several factors, including the successful completion of HVAC system repairs, esti-mated to conclude on Nov. 13, with extra buffer time built in after that date in case anything needs to be 

tweaked.
“That date is dependent on successful completion of the HVAC project and we are defining successful as com-pletion of the work by CTC and Jamrog, completion of the written report outlining 

new air exchange rates in each classroom, and adher-ence to the community health metrics as approved by the School Committee,” said School Committee Chairman 

Committee approves students return on Dec. 2

ISSUES, page 8

By Peter Spotts

T h e  m e s s a g e  f r o m Western Massachusetts resi-dents on East-West Rail was loud on clear on Oct. 22 — the time is now to push this project forward.
Members of the public were able to give comments, feedback, and ask questions on the final three alternatives, presented on Oct. 22 during an information session by the Massachusetts Department of transportation via Zoom. Many members of the public 

stressed the project is being bogged down by study after study and there needs to be action.
“We cannot have come this far, after two years’ time and treasure, to be left at the intersection of more study and no action,” said Bob Daley of Chester. “We urge MassDOT to set an 18-month urgency of now timeline for a phase one and deploy exist-ing DMU train sets for daily inter community service in 

SPEED, page 3

STUDENTS, page 3

Public emphasizes rail’s need for speed
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“A mask tells us more than a face.”  —  Oscar Wilde

Devoted to the Needs of the Hilltowns

Country Journal
Becket, Blandford, Chester, Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Huntington, 

Middlefield, Montgomery, Otis, Plainfield, Russell, Sandisfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg, Worthington

Images courtesy of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation

Alternative 4

East-West Rail Alternative 3. 

Alternative 4/5 Hybrid

Residents cast a vote on one of the nine articles during Chester’s special town meeting on Monday, Oct. 26, at the Town Hall. On 

stage, from left, are Town Administrator Kathe Warden, Selectmen John Baldasaro, Barbara Pease Huntoon, and Richard Holzman, and 

Moderator Melvyn Hook. 

Photo by Shelby Macri
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PVPA 
Open 
House

Weds 4:00-6:00
Jan 11 & Feb 8

 

Sat 10:00-12:00
Jan 28

 

Thurs 6:00-7:30
Virtual Jan 19

Apply Now!
Grades 7-112023/24 school year

FREE 
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COLLEGE Prep

15 Mulligan Drive, South Hadley
413-552-1580

REGISTER FOR OPEN HOUSE  APPLY  - LEARN MORE

Come and see what’s new at St. Joan of Arc School in Chicopee!  Physical Education Teacher Larry Moore and SJA students are enjoying updated gym equipment and a new rubber mulch play yard. Thanks to donations received from the American Legion Post 452, parents and the SJA PTO, Mr. Moore was able to fulfill his wish list.  The students are de-lighted with the new 12” and 16” scooters, hula hoops, jump ropes, sports balls, junior street hockey sticks, and soccer nets. 
Also in November, an underused outdoor area was transformed into a new rubber mulch play yard.  The 

project was funded by gifts from the school’s 2021 Annual Campaign.  It was a labor of love to provide the children this additional outdoor classroom space. Not only is SJA Principal William McDonald grateful for the financial support, but he is appreciative of the time, talents and generosity of Nawrocki Construc-tion, Marion Excavating and the team of volunteers. The school will be holding an Open House on Sat-urday, January 28th from 9 am–12 pm (no appoint-ment needed).  Appointment only tours for families will be held on Tuesday, January 31st and Thursday, February 2nd from 3 pm–7 pm.  Please call Chris or 

Janine in the Business Office @ 536-6038 for registra-tion information or to make an appointment.  St. Joan of Arc is a welcoming, safe & secure school community providing social, physical, spiritual & in-tellectual wellness for students in Pre-K 3 to Grade 8. SJA has innovative offerings that include affordable tuition and extended care, free breakfast and lunch, extracurricular programs, technology, music, library, and Duolingo language classes. Easy access to I391 & I90.  Financial Aid and tuition assistance is available.  To learn more visit www.sjachicopee.org.  We look forward to meeting you!

Learning rooted in Christian Values

S C H O L A R S H I P  &  O P E N  H O U S E  A N N O U N C E M E N T

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!www.MacDu�e.org

There’s no better way to get a feel of The MacDu�e School than spending time with us!
Please register online for one of our Open Houses at www.MacDu�e.org or contact the 

Admissions O�ce at (413) 255-0000 to reserve your spot. 
66 School Street 

Granby, Massachusetts
For Boys & Girls 

in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

OPEN HOUSESJan. 14th   9:30-12:30 pmApril 8th   9:30-12:30 pm 

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Originating in 2022, �e MacDu�e School Local Town Scholarship
 is open to new students from the immediate area of Granby, Massachusetts. �e winner 
of this prestigious award receives a full scholarship to attend �e MacDu�e School. 
Runner-up applicants are eligible to receive partial scholarships and Financial Aid.
ALL NEW 2 scholarships in total to students who apply from these area towns. 
Eligible Towns: Granby, South Hadley, Belchertown, Spring�eld, Hadley, Amherst,
Chicopee, Holyoke, Ludlow, West�eld, Southwick, West Spring�eldAPPLY TODAY!For more information and details how to apply email admissions@macdu�e.org.

SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

is offering a great resource 
for the communities it serves 
by showcasing the  career & 
education opportunities
available locally.

This special section is circulated into all 12 of our papers,
those papers include. The Sentinel, The Chicopee Register,
The Sun, The Register, The Wilbraham-Hampden Times,  
Agawam Advertiser, Country Journal, Town Reminder, 

Quaboag Current, Journal Register,
Ware River News and Barre Gazette.

The 2024 Career & Education edition publishes
the week of January 10th-12th

Space reservation deadline is January 3rd.  PRICES AND SPECS:
All ads are black and white. 

1/8 page (4 3/4” across x 4” down) $295 total

1/4 page (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 8” down) or (horizontal 9 3/4” across x 4” down) $595 total

1/2 page (horizontal- 9 3/4” across x 8” down) or (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 16” down) $975 total 

Full page (9 3/4” across x 16” down) $1,800 total 

Great opportunity 

to advertise job 

openings you have 

available!
Career
Educationan

d

HCS Head Start offers classes for children from birth to 5 
years old, plus programs & support for the whole family.

•	 6-hour classes at no cost for eligible families
•	 Subsidized full-day classes
•	 Nutritious meals & snacks, plus mental wellness, 

physical and dental screenings
•	 Ages: Prenatal moms to children 5 years old
•	 Early Head Start home-based program
•	 Services for children with disabilities
•	 Some transportation is available

CALL (413)417-7779 or visit us at hcsheadstart.org

A little 
HEAD  
START 
will last a  
lifetime.
Studies show that children who attend Head Start 
are more likely to graduate from high school and 
to attend college.

Affordable Tuition & Extended Care ~ Free Breakfast & Lunch ~
Extracurricular Programs~ Technology ~ Phys. Ed ~ Music ~

Library ~ Duolingo ~ Welcoming , Safe & Secure School
Community ~ Social, Physical, Spiritual & Intellectual Wellness ~

Easy Access to I391 & I90 ~ Tuition Assistance Available

ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL
PRE-K TO GRADE 8

587 Grattan Street, Chicopee
533-1475 ~ sjachicopee.org

Learning Rooted in Christian Values

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 28th 9am-12 noon

No Appointment Needed

Tuesday, January 31st & Thursday, February 2nd 3pm-7pm
By Appointment Only

A new year is upon us and as 
we declare resolutions, a new job 
might be in order. The first 5 years 
of a child’s life are so important and 
since 1965, HCS Head Start has 
helped thousands of children and 
families prepare for school and life. 
We know that it takes a big heart 
to help shape growing minds and 
if you want to work with infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers in your 
community, Head Start might be 
the place for you.  

The Head Start approach offers 
both families and their children, 
birth to five, an extraordinary 
school readiness experience.  Ed-
ucators who decide to teach in a 
comprehensive early learning set-
ting have the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with other specialty 
areas like health, nutrition, mental 
health, and family and community 
engagement, that are designed to 
prepare vulnerable children for fu-
ture educational success.

 Data shows that when chil-
dren are enrolled in a high-quality 
Head Start program they are bet-

ter prepared for kindergarten and 
beyond. Staff and parents work to-
gether, learning from one another, 
to create the best early educational 
experience both at home and at 
preschool.  This is possible because 
when parents are involved and en-
gaged in their child’s education, 
children have better outcomes. 

In addition to teaching, Head 
Start also has various career op-
portunities in the areas of health, 
nutrition, human services, admin-
istration, mental health, and spe-
cial education. Professional devel-
opment opportunities and career 
ladders are built within the Head 
Start model to promote growth 
and advancement.

Holyoke Chicopee Springfield 
Head Start, Inc. offers programs in 
several cities and towns in West-
ern Massachusetts working with 
over 1,000 children each year.  If 
you are interested in a rewarding 
Head Start career please visit www.
hcsheadstart.org/employment/   or 
call 413-788-6522.

A New Year a 
New Career

Career
Educationan

d

Career
Educationan

d

HOLYOKE — The spring 2023 semester at Holy-

oke Community College officially begins Tues., Jan. 

17. Prospective students can start then, but also have 

opportunities to begin classes in February and March 

if they so choose.  

Full semester classes run for 14 weeks. HCC also 

has accelerated “flex-start” classes that begin Jan. 17, 

Feb. 6, and March 20. 

Flex Start I classes run for seven weeks, until March 

8. Flex Start II classes begin Mon., Feb. 6, and run for 

12 weeks. Flex Start III classes begin Mon., March 20, 

and run for seven.

All spring semester courses conclude by Thurs., 

May 4, 2023.
The full schedule of spring course options can be 

viewed on the HCC website by going to: hcc.edu/sign-

up-for-classes 
The HCC Admissions and Advising offices on the 

first floor of the Campus Center are open Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. (4:30 p.m. 

on Fridays). 
Students must be fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19 to attend classes on campus. 

Students who plan to register only for online or re-

mote classes do not have to submit proof of COVID-19 

vaccination. 
For more information, please contact HCC Ad-

missions at 413-552-2321 / admissions@hcc.edu, visit 

HCC online at hcc.edu, or take the next step at hcc.

edu/sign-up-for-classes 

The 2022-2023 academic year marked  the 

75th anniversary of Holyoke Community College, the 

Commonwealth’s oldest community college.

HCC opened its doors in 1946 as the first two-year 

college in Massachusetts. In the decades since, the 

college has paved the way for generations of learners 

from western Massachusetts and beyond, a beacon 

of hope and opportunity for people seeking better 

lives. Please visit us at hcc.edu.

Spring semester at HCC starts Jan. 17

S
pr

in
g 

20
23

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?
Register today for spring 

hcc.edu/sign-up-for-classes

classes!

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE
413.283.8393

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

request for qualifications so they can also hire a contrac-
tor. 

“The big thing for us right now, the most important, 
exciting thing is going to be to pick the contractor,” May-
or William Sapelli said. “That’s going to be crucial. Once 
the contractor gets on board and the architect finalizes 
our design–because there are still a few pieces they need 
to fine tune with our design–then we’ll really be in good 
shape.”

It will take about two months until they can get a con-
tractor on board. In the meantime, their designer will 
work on refining the design plans.

“They’re working more on the footprint and refining 
the design,” Bonfiglio explained. 

Following this, the contractor and the designer will 
work together in order to finalize plans further. 

Up to this point, in the feasibility study, the designer, 
Bonfiglio and the rest of the team had determined the 
concept of the building and what the site would look like, 
but have yet to finalize a floor plan.

That will be the main focus in the Schematic Design 
phase. 

“The schematic design is going to begin looking at the 
space that we need and identifying all the classrooms and 
where they’ll be located in the building,” Bonfiglio said. 

The district hopes to complete this phase by the end of 
May, so that they can submit the final design plans to the 
MSBA for their meeting on June 26. 

At that meeting, the MSBA will vote on approval for the 
project to move into the construction phase.

Throughout the Schematic Design phase they will also 
be sure to have opportunities for the community to give 
input about the project.

“We’re looking to do some workshops after the new 
year and really involve the public,” Bonfiglio said. “We’ve 
had a lot of visioning sessions up to this point, but as we 
refine the plan we’ll definitely be hosting some additional 
workshops and public meetings.”

The school building committee will also continue 
meeting twice a month, and the public is welcome to at-
tend any meeting. The meeting dates and times are post-
ed on the AHS project website, which you can access at 
https://agawamhsproject.com/. 

PROJECT   ❚   from page 1

HCC Foundation welcomes new board members, officers
HOLYOKE – HCC Foundation, Inc., the nonprofit fund-

raising arm of Holyoke Community College, has added 
nine new members to its Board of Directors, including six 
alumni, and also voted in a new slate of officers. 

The new board members are; Jasarah Burgos of Spring-
field, program director of New North Citizens Council; 
Steven Clement ‘11, of West Springfield, a certified pub-
lic accountant and former controller for ServiceNet; Kate 
Douglas, of South Hadley, president emerita of SUNY Corn-
ing Community College; Luindy Espinal ‘19, of Granby, se-
nior accountant at Colony Hills Capital; Dean Gallagher, of 
Florence, retired; Johnnie McKnight ‘10, founder and pres-
ident of Massachusetts Scholars With A Goal; Matt Mc-
Mahon ‘06, of Franklin, senior technical advisor with Booz 
Allen; Ryan Rege ‘08, of Belchertown, director of vocational 
programs for Montachusett Regional Vocational Techni-
cal School in Fitchburg; and Jim Shevlin ‘80, of Alpharetta, 

Georgia, division president of ESIS, a Chubb Company.
“When I first enrolled at HCC, I was not a very good stu-

dent,” said Rege, explaining his interest in the HCC Foun-
dation. “It took me 10 years to earn my associate degree. 
By the time I did, HCC had instilled in me a passion for 
learning that I still carry with me today. I’ve made a career 
working in education. HCC helped me find my path and 
supported me when I needed it.”

The Foundation board approved the appointment of 
the new directors at its annual meeting on Dec. 5 while 
also welcoming a new slate of officers.

Susan Goldsmith, of Longmeadow, president of Marcus 
Printing in Holyoke, will serve as chair; Lynn Starr ‘95, of 
Southampton, executive vice president and chief informa-
tion officer at bankESB as vice chair; and Tiffany Madru, of 
West Hartford, Conn., founder of Analytics Labs in Holy-
oke, as secretary.

“We are thrilled to welcome such an impressive group 
of individuals to our board,” said Amanda Sbriscia, HCC’s 
vice president of Institutional Advancement and executive 
director of the HCC Foundation. “The diverse perspectives 
and professional experiences they bring will further ele-
vate the work of the foundation, and their passion really is 
a gift to the HCC community.”

The HCC Foundation has total net assets of $28.3 mil-
lion and an endowment of $18 million, the largest of all 15 
community colleges in Massachusetts, due in large part to 
nearly 200 endowed scholarships and other funds estab-
lished by alumni, faculty, staff, and friends of the college.

In January, the HCC Foundation Board of Directors 
was recognized by the Association of Governing Boards of 
Universities and Colleges with the John W. Nason Award, a 
national honor that recognizes exceptional leadership and 
initiative.

Big Y’s third vaccination week a huge success
SPRINGFIELD – Big Y Pharmacy and Wellness Cen-

ters continue to set records not only from their big vax 
week but also as their vaccination numbers increase dai-
ly. This third community wide event spanned every one 
of Big Y’s supermarket locations throughout Massachu-
setts and Connecticut through a combination of their 
pharmacy locations and on-site clinics for all customers, 
employees and their families. 

While clinic locations offered seasonal and high dose 
flu as well as COVID-19 vaccines, in-store pharmacies 
offer a variety of additional vaccines such as Pneumo-
coccal (pneumonia), Shingrix (shingles), Tdap (Tetanus, 
Diptheria, and Pertussis), Hepatitis A and B, Meningo-
coccal (Meningitis), MMR (Measles, Mumps and Ru-
bella), Guardasil (HPV). Big Y Pharmacy teams admin-

istered over 19,000 vaccines between flu and COVID-19 
vaccines during their 2023 Big Y Big Vax week.

Overall, Big Y Pharmacies have administered over 
26,000 flu shots this year. Health officials continue to 
make another urgent push to encourage the public to get 
vaccinated. Experts say it’s not too late to get vaccinated. 

Each Big Y Pharmacy location still offers flu vaccines, 
no appointment is necessary. According to Dave Argen-
to, senior manager of pharmacy operations, “As we con-
tinue to expand our community vaccination program, 
we are grateful to our pharmacy staff and store teams for 
their efforts especially during Big Y Vax Week. Their ded-
ication to protecting our friends and neighbors through 
our immunization program has made a tremendous im-
pact in the area we serve.” 

Photography submissions 
needed for library show

AGAWAM – The Friends of the Agawam Public Library 
is looking for entries to their 4th Open Judged Virtual 
Photography Show, to be on display after March 15, 2024.  
The show provides a platform to recognize and encourage 
photographers and benefits the Agawam Public Library.  
Twenty-one awards totaling $1,540 will be determined 
by judging done on March 1, 2024.  Dave Roback and Tim 
Donelan, both well recognized photographers, will be the 
judges.

The show is divided into four categories of photogra-
phy:  creative, nature, photojournalism and pictorial.  The 
entry fee is $25 per entry.  Deadline for submissions is Feb. 
15, 2024.  If we have not received sufficient entries, the 
show will be cancelled and all fees returned.

All images must be original, made by the photographer, 
captured by film or digitally, and cannot be previous en-
tries in our show.

The Prospectus and Entry Form can be accessed by go-
ing to www.agawamlibrary.org, and scrolling down to the 
Friends of the Library widget.  From there you will be able 
to click on a link to the show’s information.

For further information please contact Bob Kadis at 
r.kadis@comcast.net or at 413-789-4814.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

HOUSE 
CLEANING
HOUSE CLEANING

Also cleaning/organizing of base-
ment, garage, shed and finished attics. 
Charge according to job. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-536-3697, David.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at  413-887-1987.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS WANT-
ED Prefer local person. Will train. Lizak 
Bus’ Warren, MA  (413)436-5262

TOWN OF PALMER: CLERK 
BOARD OF HEATH

Duties include responsibility for per-
forming secretarial and general office 
support activities. Work often involves 
public contact and effective coordina-
tion with other Town departments and 
outside organizations. Work requires 
sound exercise of judgment, initiative, 
and discretion based on knowledge 
of administrative or operating policies 
and procedures. For a full job descrip-
tion please go to www.townofpalmer.
com/jobs or contact Nicole Gauthier at 
ngauthier@townofpalmer.com.  
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WEST WARREN: 1 BR., off street 
parking, first and last required. 774-
922-0529.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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Base Price
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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relatives around, so I thought to myself ‘if they’re stuck at 
home and they can’t get a meal, then there’s probably a lot 
of things that they can’t get out for,’” she said. 

For a lot of homebound seniors, these gift baskets are 
the only things they get for the holidays. Arsenault said 
there is always a rush of grateful phone calls after the bas-
kets are delivered. 

“They love it,” she said. “I get phone calls from the se-
niors afterwards thanking us, a lot of them are in tears, 
they’re just so grateful. They just love it.”

BASKETS   ❚   from page 1

Items were donated from community members and community 
organizations for the gift basket assembly. 

Event Organizer and Outreach Coordinator Lori Arsenault instructed 
the volunteers on how to assemble the gift baskets. 

Over 20 people gathered in the 
senior center in order to assist 
with the gift basket assembly for 
homebound seniors.

Outreach Coordinator and Event Organizer Lori Arsenault helped with 
the gift basket making efforts. 

Chief of Staff at the Mayor’s Office Jennifer Gannett stopped by to help 
with the making of the gift baskets. 

New Senior Center Director Cindy Sullivan donated her time to helping 
with the gift basket assembly. 

Over 90 gift baskets were made by volunteers for homebound seniors.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

The room was filled with community members ready to donate their time and efforts to assembling the 
gift baskets. 

Volunteer Linda Connolly and Assistant Director Kristina Lynch 
volunteered their time to help with the gift basket assembly. 

Seniors and members of the senior center all worked together to assemble the 90 gift baskets for 
homebound seniors.


