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AGAWAM – Two council-
ors, Cecilia Calabrese and Paul 
Cavallo, and Council President 
Christopher Johnson said their 
goodbyes to the council at their 
meeting on Dec. 18.

All three councilors have long 
served on the council, and many 
were sad to see them go. 

Johnson will be returning to 
the mayor’s seat he held more 
than 20 years ago. But he will be 
missed.

Each councilor was presented 
with a small memento to remem-
ber their time on the council. 

“Tonight marks the last meet-
ing for a few of us councilors, so 
as tradition we would like to pres-
ent each outgoing councilor with 
a memento thanking them for 

their service to the town,” John-
son said. 

Each of these councilors has 
worked hard over their terms on 
the council to push Agawam for-
ward, so the council wanted to 
take the time to honor their hard 
work. 

“I can speak from personal ex-
perience to tell you what you see 
at the meetings is only the tip of 
the iceberg,” Johnson said. “The 
amount of time that’s invested 
outside of the meetings is much 
greater than the time we spent 
actually conducting the meeting 
here.”

Councilors are expected to do 
outside research, attend func-
tions and events, and ensure they 
are aware of the issues the com-
munity is facing. 

Calabrese has served on the 
council for 18 years, including 

some of that time as vice pres-
ident. She has also worked as 
President of the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association and as 
Vice Chair of the Finance Com-
mittee. 

“I had the pleasure of work-
ing with her for three terms as 
my vice president,” Johnson said. 
“She was a very strong right hand 
to me as president, someone that 
we’re going to miss tremendously 
on the council.” 

Johnson thanked Calabrese 
for always being prepared for any 
meeting she attends, doing all 
her research and acting as a true 
leader on the council.

Calabrese was grateful for all 
of the well wishes from her fellow 
councilors and wished the new 
councilors the best of luck for 
when they started their terms. 

“Thank you all, it has been a 

wonderful 18 years working with 
most of you here that whole time 
and working with the people 
of Agawam,” she said. “It’s real-
ly been my honor, my privilege, 
my pleasure to have been your 
city councilor…and the new city 
council I know we’re all in great 
hands.”

Also recognized was Cavallo. 
Cavallo has served Agawam in 
a variety of capacities for more 
than 40 years. He has worked as 
a guidance counselor at the high 
school, high school administra-
tion and the high school princi-
pal.

Cavallo also spent time on the 
school committee and 14 years 
on the city council. 

“He is someone that I greatly 
respect,” Johnson said. “He brings 
not only the history he has as 
holding all of those positions and 

wearing all of those hats, but is 
a true gentleman, someone that 
typifies what it is to care about 
the community you live in.”

Cavallo was greatly appreciat-
ed for his many years of dedica-
tion to the Agawam community. 
He took the time to thank, in 
turn, his fellow councilors for all 
their work alongside him.

“I’m going to miss all of you, 
we’ve had an enjoyable 14 years…I 
couldn’t ask for anything better,” 
he said. “Good luck next year and 
hopefully this new council is go-
ing to be like the one I’m leaving.”

Finally, the council took the 
time to recognize Johnson for all 
of his work on the council. He has 
been on the council for 12 years 
and will be continuing his work 
shortly as mayor.  

Elementary school name change stays
School committee voted 
to keep William P. Sapelli 
Elementary name

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The school com-
mittee voted 5-1 at the public 
hearing on Dec. 12 to keep the 
name change of William P. Sa-
pelli School.

Resident Joyce Dolat had 
created the petition protesting 
against the name change of Wil-
liam P. Sapelli School from Rob-
inson Park School as she felt that 
the name change dishonored the 
history of the school.

“I think that erasing the his-
tory of Robinson Park School, 
which was named after William 
C. Robinson, who donated all 
that land, is really a shame,” Dol-
at said. 

Dolat and other community 
members who signed the peti-
tion would have preferred that 
another school without such a 
significant name, such as the 
Junior High School, had been 
renamed, rather than changing 
from Robinson Park.

“We had schools in this town 
that had no name,” resident 
David Virella said. “Nobody is 
looking to diminish the work 
that Mayor Sapelli has done…
but why didn’t we make the con-

Ordinance allowing 
hens on residential 
properties approved

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Agawam 
City Council voted 10-1 to ap-
prove the first reading of an or-
dinance that would allow hens 
on residential property.

Before residents can have 
chickens in their yard, they do 
need to get permission through 
a special permit. Additionally, 
they need to have the coup 15 
feet from the property line, 50 
feet from a dwelling and 100 
feet from a water source.

Chicken owners will also 
have to have a plan for how 
they will dispose of the chicken 

waste, in order to prevent any 
contamination. 

The health inspector, the 
building inspector and animal 
control will also have the right 
to inspect the property and en-
force the ordinance in accor-
dance with zoning laws. 

Several town residents ar-
gued for chickens to be allowed 
in Agawam so that they could 
have their own fresh eggs. 

“You want to know what 
you’re eating and feeding your 
family,” resident Nathaniel Ehle 
said. “My six-month-old baby 
had his first eggs and what a joy 
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City Council Vice President Dino Mercadante 
presents Council President Christopher Johnson 
with a memento to honor his work on the council.  

City Council President Christopher Johnson 
presents a plaque to Councilor Cecilia Calabrese.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY QUINN SUOMALA

City Council President Christopher Johnson 
thanks and congratulates Councilor Paul Cavallo 
for all of his work on the council. 

Agawam City Council Administrative Assistant 
Barbara Bard presents Christopher Johnson with a 
gavel in honor of his work on the council. 

Following a public hearing, the Agawam School Committee voted to keep the name 
change for William P. Sapelli Elementary School. A resident petition brought the 
name change up for question earlier this month. TURLEY PHOTO BY QUINN SUOMALA

Council bids farewell to three members
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Veterans Cemetery hosts ‘Wreaths Across America’
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The Agawam Veterans Me-
morial Cemetery hosted a ceremony for 
Wreaths Across America on Dec. 16.

The day started at 10 a.m. with a cere-
mony held to honor the veterans who had 
passed. In this ceremony they laid ceremo-
nial wreaths for each branch of service. 

“One of the key points there is that we’ll 
have a 100-year-old army veteran Harvey 
LaFleur of Chicopee that will represent the 
army in the laying of that wreath,” Agawam 
Location Coordinator Paul Barabani said. 

On top of this, they had new recruits 
from each of the branches of service, in or-
der to have the oldest and youngest of each 
branch present to lay a wreath. 

The Gold Star mothers and family mem-
bers were also present at the ceremony, to 
remember their own contributions to pro-
tecting the country. 

After this ceremony, 9,528 remembrance 
wreaths were placed in front of the graves 
of veterans to honor their memories. 

Over 1,300 volunteers participated in 
this ceremony. 

Many of the Friends of the Agawam 
Cemetery also contributed support to the 
organization of the ceremony. 

“They provide assistance in boarding 
and departing of the buses and also have a 
display here for anyone who wants to help 
with sponsorship of the wreaths in the fu-
ture,” Barabani said. 

Volunteers from various military 
branches in the areas helped to get the 
wreaths to the cemetery. 

This included the 104 Fighter Wing at 
Westfield-Barnes Regional Airport, the 439 
Airlift Wing from Westover and the Veter-
ans Association.

Barabani was grateful to all who con-
tributed their efforts to help this ceremony 

come together. He wanted to ensure that 
the cemetery workers also got recognition 
for their help in preparing the cemetery for 
the ceremony. 

“The real individuals behind the scenes 
are the grounds crew from the Agawam 
Veterans Cemetery,” he said. “Each year, 
rain or shine, they are here to offload the 
wreaths and put them in position so when 
Saturday comes it is organized and runs ef-
ficiently.”

Without the grounds crew and all the 
volunteers this key ceremony would not be 
possible. 

He also was grateful to all of the spon-
sors who put forward their funds to make 
the 9,528 wreaths possible. Wreaths Across 
America surpassed their goal of 9,528 
wreaths by 2,329 thanks to these sponsors. 

The extra wreaths sponsored for this 

year will be rolled over to next year’s cer-
emony. 

Barabani also wanted to emphasize the 
importance of ceremonies like these. Not 
only do they honor past veterans, but they 
also help to inspire future generations to 
protect and serve. 

Wreaths Across America focuses on its 
three pillars: remember, honor and teach. 
The remembrance wreaths and the cere-
mony help with remembering and honor-
ing those who are gone and those who still 
serve today. 

Ceremonies like these also help teach 
future generations about the importance 
of veterans, Barabani says, so that they can 
take up the position themselves in the fu-
ture. 

“Wreaths Across America is the greatest 
patriotic event in Western MA of the year,” 

he said. 
Wreaths Across America is still looking 

to collect wreaths and raise money for the 
next year’s ceremony. 

“Right now Wreaths Across America is 
offering a two-for-one special that started 
on Dec. 16 and runs until Jan. 16,” Barabani 
said. “For each sponsorship of a wreath for 
$17 they will actually provide two wreaths 
to the cemetery for next years’ ceremony.”

Additionally, they will provide $5 from 
that $17 to the Friends of the Cemetery 
so they can use that revenue for enhance-
ments at the cemetery. 

“It’s a great opportunity for anybody 
that wants to sponsor for next year,” Bara-
bani said. “Their $17 becomes $39.”

If interested in donating to this cause, 
go to https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.
org/pages/16181/overview/?relatedId=0.

The art of 
Raymond 
Shugart to be 
featured at APL

AGAWAM – The Agawam Public Li-
brary is welcoming the art of Raymond 
Shugart to the gallery walls. Shugart will 
be displaying his work in the library for 
the first time, and will be exhibiting in 
the cases and on the walls of the main 
floor. 

The collection will feature colored 
pencil illustrations of portraits, mainly 
of pets and wildlife. Shugart is a retired 
technical illustrator who worked for var-
ious major corporations in the Spring-
field and Hartford areas during the 80’s 
and 90’s, as well as a retired martial arts 
instructor. He strives for accuracy, ded-
ication, and self-discipline in his work, 
which he creates from his home studio 
for clients across the country. Shugart 
can be found online at rsvpart.com, or 
through Facebook.

Visitors are welcome at the Agawam 
Public Library during regular open 
hours: Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. 
to  9 p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

Please note that the library will be 
closed on Monday, Jan. 1 for New Year’s 
Day and Monday, Jan. 15 for Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Day. Contact Adult Services 
Library Associate, Erica LeFebvre at 
(413) 789-1550 x8858 or elefebvre@aga-
wamlibrary.org if interested in display-
ing artwork at the library.

Nonmedical home care can provide support 
to those suffering with Alzheimer’s Disease
Certified dementia care 
professionals share safety, 
support strategies for Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Month

CHESHIRE, CT – There are currently 
more than 6 million Americans living with 
Alzheimer’s Disease with that number ex-
pected to increase to 13.8 million by 2060. 
While some families may opt for care at 
a facility, Connecticut-based nonmedical 
home care agency Assisted Living Services, 
Inc. has developed new solutions in com-
bination with technological devices to en-
sure the right supportive care at home.

“We know from experience that an 
Alzheimer’s diagnosis and other memory 
related disorders pose real challenges for 
the entire family,” explains Mario D’Aquila, 
MBA, Chief Operating Officer of Assist-
ed Living Services, Inc. and Senior VP of 
Assisted Living Technologies, Inc. “It may 
seem overwhelming, but we can offer sup-
port since more than half of our clients 
have some degree of dementia or memory 
impairment.

D’Aquila notes that if families want to 
keep their loved one living at home, they 
need to be prepared for the responsibili-
ties, which include managing medications, 
monitoring every-day activities, ensuring 
home safety, and addressing loneliness and 
isolation.

First on the list of priorities is being 
evaluated by your primary care physician 
or specialist.  Although there is no cure for 
Alzheimer’s, there are new medications 
that can slow progression and lesson symp-
toms. Accordingly, Alzheimer’s patients in 
mild to moderate stages of the disease can 
significantly improve medication compli-
ance with today’s technology.  Automated 
medication dispensers provide both a visu-
al and auditory alert and can even send a 
call to the patient as a reminder, as well as 
notify caregivers if a regimen is not being 
followed. ALS has experienced compliance 

near 95% with clients across Connecticut 
who use these dispensers that typically 
cost only $2 per day.

“Families should partner with a trusted 
provider who can create a strong plan for 
day-to-day care management and ensure it 
is continually implemented,” said D’Aqui-
la. “Even better, is an agency like ALS that 
has  management staff who are Certified 
Dementia Care Practitioners (CDP®).” 

Administered through the  National 
Council of Certified Dementia Care Practi-
tioners, the full-day 8-hour CDP® certifica-
tion represents that the front line manage-
ment staff have received comprehensive 
knowledge in the area of dementia care 
and completed the Alzheimer’s Disease 
and Dementia Care course/seminar. The 
CDP® commits to ongoing professional 
development and re-certification every 
two years. The certification reflects a deep 
personal commitment to maintaining the 
dementia patient’s quality of life physically, 
emotionally and socially. 

Although the agency provides solely 
nonmedical care, it has focused on staff 
development that will ensure appropriate 
support from its team of Homemakers that 
assist clients with personal care - to its 
Live-in Companions that provide around-
the-clock support. Caregivers receive ap-
proximately two hours of training and ed-
ucation on how to work with individuals 
experiencing memory difficulties due to 
Alzheimer’ or Dementia related disorders.  
This includes reading materials, testing, 
and time for dialog with instructor(s).  They 
also benefit from supervisors that have the 
CDP training to help with managing care 
as problems arise.

In addition to quality of care, families 
also need to compare the cost of a facility 
versus in-home care. If the client qualifies 
for Medicaid, they may be eligible for the 
CT Homecare Program for Elders which 
pays for in home care. This program can 
benefit those with cognitive disabilities 
and memory impairment brought on by 
Alzheimer’s Disease, Parkinson’s Disease 

and other dementia related disorders. ALS 
is also a credentialled provider of the CT 
Homecare Program for Elders which also 
requires specific training for staff.

In conjunction with personal care, the 
sister company of ALS, Assisted Living 
Technologies, Inc., offers a wide variety of 
primarily wireless, sensor-based technol-
ogies for a second layer of security. Stove-
top fire prevention devices, personal body 
worn GPS locators, automatic fall detec-
tion sensors, video-visit systems and more 
provide constant monitoring.

“Wandering is one of the most dan-
gerous behaviors of Alzheimer’s and may 
happen earlier in the disease than families 
expect,” said D’Aquila. “Today’s technology 
allows us to set up a virtual safety net in-
side and outside a home to ensure the well-
being of a loved one.”

D’Aquila explains that discreet wireless 
sensors placed throughout a home can de-
tect motion, activity from room-to-room, 
exiting, sleep patterns, and even moisture 
to help caregivers address an issue before it 
leads to something more serious.

D’Aquila encourages family caregivers 
to visit the ALT Technology Arts Gallery in 
Cheshire to view and experience all of the 
latest devices that can assist with every as-
pect of caring for an Alzheimer’s patient. 
All of the products are available online as 
well.

“Families need to know that they don’t 
have to go it alone when caring for a loved 
one,” concluded D’Aquila. “There are count-
less resources and support to ease the 
stress.”

A total of 9, 528 wreaths were placed on veterans’ graves by volunteers after a short ceremony held on Dec. 16 at the Massachusetts Veterans Memorial Cemetery 
National Wreaths Across America Day event. TURLEY PHOTO BY KARA WALSH-VEY

AGAWAM – On Jan. 2, 2024, at 6:30 
p.m. a brief swearing in ceremony will be 
held for Mayor Elect Christopher Johnson 
as well as the Agawam City Council and 
Agawam School Committee. 

The ceremony will take place at the 

Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main St., in 
the Veteran’s Hall. Upon completion of 
the ceremony, light refreshments will be 
served at reception so that attendees may 
meet the new Mayor as well as the other 
elected officials.

Swearing in ceremony to be held Jan. 2
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Story of Nugget’s second chance
EAST BROOKFIELD – Nugget, formerly 

known as Natty, faced unimaginable pain 
and adversity when he arrived at Second 
Chance Animal Services with a severe 
leg injury. The dedicated team at Second 
Chance worked tirelessly to save his leg, 
but ultimately, the decision to amputate 
was made to ensure Nugget’s comfort and 
quality of life.

In a heartwarming twist of fate, Nugget 
caught the attention of Matt and Nellie 
Zarif, the generous owners of Timberyard 
Brewing Company and longtime support-
ers of Second Chance. The brewery, known 
for its commitment to the community, had 
not only donated to Second Chance but 
also hosted events and provided storage for 
a large donation. 

Nugget’s story resonated with the Tim-
beryard team, who had just started host-
ing popular puppy yoga classes to benefit 
Second Chance, led by the talented yoga 
instructor Audrey Martinez. The classes, 
held monthly, include a visit from friend-

ly adoptable dogs available at Second 
Chance, who romp around the taproom 
while attendees work on their yoga moves.

Nugget, now thriving after his surgery, 
found his forever home with the Zarifs, 
joining a loving pack that includes three 
young boys and another three-legged dog, 
Lucy. Nuggets dog-sister wears a prosthet-
ic leg and goes to work with her dog mom, 
Nellie Zarif, a prosthetist at Hanger Clinic 
in Worcester, where she helps to inspire 
people with limb loss. 

Nellie considered making a prosthesis 
for Nugget but quickly realized that he did 
not need one due to the nature of his am-
putation and his young age. “He is so fast 
on three legs that four legged dogs have a 
hard time keeping up with him.” said Lind-
say Doray, chief development officer at Sec-
ond Chance, who expressed admiration for 
Nugget’s resilience. “We were in awe of his 
determination.”

As a proud member of the Timberyard 
family, Nugget comes to work with Matt 

Zarif every day and has become a local 
sensation. The staff from Second Chance, 
including the veterinarian that performed 
his surgery, stop by the brewery from time 
to time to visit him. “Nugget is the smartest 
dog that I have ever met,” said Matt Zarif. 
“Like-Lassie level smart; when you talk to 
this dog, he understands you. He’s the per-
fect brewery dog, so well behaved, sweet, 
and friendly. He loves being a part of the 
action.”

Nugget has embraced his role as a dog-
fluencer, delighting visitors at Timberyard 
and stealing the spotlight in social media 
posts. His favorite gig? Greeting attend-
ees on puppy yoga mornings. He’s even 
been spotted auditioning with Santa for a 
chance to be a reindeer, sitting patiently 
next to Santa for hours during his visits to 
the brewery, posing for photos with happy 
families, and helping to fundraise for a lo-
cal charity. Nugget’s journey from pain to 
fame is a testament to the power of love, 
resilience, and a community that cares.

Friends of Agawam Public Library 
looking for new members

AGAWAM – The Friends of the Aga-
wam Public Library has been in existence 
for over 20 years. They are a dedicated 
group of local citizens who support the 
library with both time and money. The 
Friends hold monthly meetings to discuss 
ways they can best help with the library’s 
mission. 

Over the years the Friends have sup-
plied the library with numerous items 
that were not included in the town’s bud-
get, such as; a slide projector, a people 
counter, a Laser HP color printer, a wire-
less Lavalier microphone system, a por-
table Public Address system, an ongoing 
lease for a color photocopier, furniture for 
the children’s room, protective sleeves for 
library cards, a DVD player and comput-
ers and software for the Children’s Room.

The Friends help the library in various 
other ways too. Some ways are by fund-
ing library events throughout the year, 
such as the Elementary Summer School 
Reading Challenge (where cash prizes are 
awarded to Agawam’s 4 grade schools), 
English as a Second Language classes 
and a number of museum passes. They 
raise the money for funding by holding an 
annual Holiday Basket Raffle, presenting 
an annual Juried Photography show, sell-

ing used books, offering canvas tote bags 
and mugs with the Friends logo created 
by Agawam’s own David Cecchi, and vol-
unteering in various library-supported 
activities. 

The Friends welcome all who want to 
bring attention to the library’s vital role 
in our town by becoming a member, vol-
unteering at activities, or simply offering 
support through book and monetary 
contributions. The Friends are always 
grateful for any volunteer help with li-
brary projects. If community members 
are interested in becoming a Friends 
member, you can find the application on 
our website https://www.agawamlibrary.
org/about-2/friends/, print it out and 
mail it in or look for the Friends form in 
the Friends kiosk in the library and pay in 
person. 

And, to make things even more excit-
ing, if you are interested in becoming a 
Friend and pay your Friends membership 
by Jan. 1, 2024, you will be entered in a 
drawing on Jan. 4 (at the Friends January 
meeting), to win a $50 Amazon gift card.

The time is now for the community 
to join The Friends of Agawam Public Li-
brary, it is loads of fun and extremely sat-
isfying.

MEMA recieves $1.5 million 
in federal grant funding

FRAMINGHAM – The Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency has been 
awarded $1.5 million in federal grant fund-
ing to facilitate collaboration among and 
provide training to emergency manage-
ment professionals through the Northeast 
Emergency Management Training and Ed-
ucation Center.

The funding comes from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s Regional 
Catastrophic Preparedness Grant Program.

NEMTEC was launched in April 2023, 
offering accessible, no-cost, comprehensive 
training and education in emergency man-
agement across the six New England states 
to strengthen the regional response to nat-
ural and manmade disasters. 

Grant funding will enable NEMTEC to 
expand its reach and capabilities by devel-
oping a specific curriculum to address iden-
tified capability gaps and emerging topics. 
The funding will support the expansion of 
the number and variety of classes offered 
and help provide training in multiple mo-
dalities and on various platforms to meet 
the diverse needs of New England emergen-
cy management professionals.

“We are fortunate to have a strong New 
England coalition of emergency manage-

ment partners to address the increasing 
complexity and frequency of crisis events 
caused by climate change,” said Gov. Maura 
Healey. “I want to thank the Biden-Harris 
Administration and FEMA for this funding 
that will allow MEMA and our neighboring 
states to deliver relevant and specific train-
ing to make our most vulnerable communi-
ties more resilient.”

During 2023, MEMA and NEMTEC pro-
vided more than 75 emergency manage-
ment classes, serving over 1,100 partici-
pants. NEMTEC prioritizes innovation in 
eLearning and proactively seeks emerging 
technologies and tools that will expand vir-
tual programs to enhance the accessibility 
of training courses.

“Through collaboration, training, and 
planning, emergency management profes-
sionals will have the tools to expand their 
core capabilities within their jurisdictions, 
increasing community-level resilience and 
reducing long-term vulnerability, especially 
within disadvantaged communities,” said 
MEMA Director Dawn Brantley.

For more information about NEMTEC 
and to register for courses and workshops, 
please visit the MEMA website at www.
mass.gov/mema/NEMTEC.

Sustaining sobriety and thriving during the holiday season
HOLYOKE – Sara Harpin, a clinician in 

MiraVista Behavioral Health Center’s Opi-
oid Treatment Program, counsels her cli-
ents that staying on the path of recovery 
during the holiday season, especially for 
those early in recovery, can be particularly 
challenging. 

This is because the days between 
Thanksgiving and the New Year usher in 
activities that can be triggers for those in 
recovery with substance use. These range 
from parties with an abundance of alcohol, 
as well as access to other drugs to family 
gatherings where old conflicts may surface.

Harpin says they don’t have to serve as 
triggers. She advises those in recovery to 
think ahead and have an exit plan for events. 

This may mean taking a friend along 
with an agreement to leave after a certain 
period of time. Also, reflecting on who else 
may be present and a likely person to com-
promise one’s recovery. In both scenarios, it 
is advised to think out in advance what you 
will say when you want to leave and how 
you will refuse offers of alcohol or other 
drugs.

Harpin reminds that it is OK to say no as 
preventing relapse is the priority in recov-
ery. Declining an invitation by saying you 
are grateful to be included, but have a prior 
obligation is one option.

Harpin says unrealistic expectations 
contribute to relapse in the form of disap-
pointment when people assume this holi-

day will be better than last year’s. Clinicians 
such as Harpin remind those in recovery 
that recovery is all about staying connected 
to one’s supports outside family and friends 
during the holidays and beyond to prevent 
relapse.Tips for managing recovery and 
preventing relapse during times of holiday 
stress and indulgence include:

• Make new memories that involve sup-
portive connections and sobriety.

• Don’t isolate as holidays can be lonely 
and trigger thoughts of loved ones no lon-
ger here. Consider extra therapy sessions 
and more time with friends in recovery to 
avoid relapse.

• Limit contact where encounters are 
likely to be toxic for you. 

• Be realistic and grateful for how you 
can positively connect to the joy of the hol-
idays without overspending, overstressing, 
and overindulging.

• Find the holiday spirit by looking be-
yond the traditions of the season and redis-
cover the real purpose and joy of the holi-
days. 

For further information, visit: https://
www.health.harvard.edu/blog/navigat-
ing-holidays-recovery-2017121412931.

If you or someone you know needs sup-
port now, you can contact the 988 Suicide 
and Crisis Lifeline. Call or text 988. For in-
formation on MiraVista Behavioral Health 
Center, visit https://www.miravistabhc.
care/.

Nugget, once known as Natty, came to Second 
Chance with a severe leg injury and is now the 
Timberyard Brewery dog. SUBMITTED PHOTO

BBB Tip: Healthcare scams are after your personal information
Healthcare scams are as varied as just 

about any con out there, according to the 
Better Business Bureau. The fraudster often 
poses as a government authority to persuade 
you to provide personal information related 
to your Medicare or Medicaid account for 
identity theft.  In other cases, the con artist 
is after your health insurance, Medicaid or 
Medicare information to submit fraudulent 
medical charges.

The scam typically starts with an email, 
text message or phone call that appears 
to be from a government agency. Con art-

ists use a variety of stories. In one common 
version, the “agent” tells you that he or she 
needs to update account information to 
send a new medical card. In another version, 
the scammer asks for your account number 
in exchange for free equipment or services. A 
third version involves a threatening robocall 
purporting to be from HealthCare.gov or the 
Health Insurance Marketplace. You’re told 
you must buy health insurance or face a fine. 
Sure enough, you’re soon asked to provide 
personal information. A more recent version 
has reported Medicare recipients receiving 

notices that new Medicare cards with micro-
chips will be sent out and further verification 
is required. 

Don’t trust a name or number. Con artists 
use official-sounding names or mask their 
area codes by  spoofing  to make you trust 
them. Don’t fall for it. 

Hang up and go to official websites. You 
can enroll or re-enroll in Medicare at Medi-
care.gov  or a marketplace health plan 
at Healthcare.gov.

Never share personally identifiable infor-
mation  with someone who has contacted 

you unsolicited, whether over the phone, 
by email, or on social media. This includes 
banking and credit card information, your 
birthdate, Social Security or Social Insurance 
number, and, of course, your health insur-
ance number.

Guard your government-issued numbers. 
Never offer your Medicare ID number, Social 
Security number, health plan info, or bank-
ing information to anyone you don’t know.

Know the signs. Medicare will never con-
tact you via email, text message, or phone, 
asking you to verify personal information. 
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Possibly no one had more influence on 
American foreign policy in the late 20th 
century than Henry Kissinger, who died 

last month at age 100. In his long and active ca-
reer, he advised presidents, carried out policies 
and initiatives, and was a highly visible figure 
around the world.

While it’s early to pronounce judgment on his 
legacy, it’s clear that his impact is deeply mixed. 
His accomplishments were both positive and 
negative. He was respected and he was reviled.

Kissinger is the only person to have served as 
national security adviser and secretary of state 
at the same time, positions he held in the Nixon 
and Ford administrations. He was brilliant and 
secretive, and he wasn’t much focused on the 
human cost of his policies. 

He was interested in strategy, not values.
He showed little interest in democratic gov-

ernance or transparency. A creature of the ex-
ecutive branch, he seemed to almost scorn the 
idea of three separate and coequal branches of 
government. 

You sometimes got the impression he had 
contempt for Congress.

I was not close to Kissinger, but our paths 
did cross on foreign policy matters. I served 
in Congress, and we approached policy from 
different perspectives. Coincidentally, we were 
both connected to the commission that inves-
tigated the 9/11 attacks. 

Kissinger was the original pick to chair the 
group, and former Sen. George Mitchell was to 
be vice chair. Both stepped down because of 
perceived conflicts of interest. 

Former New Jersey Gov. Tom Kean chaired 
the 9/11 Commission, and I was vice chair. 

Kissinger’s view of the world, which he 
characterized as sober realism, may have been 
influenced by his background as a Jew who 
spent his childhood in Nazi Germany, before 
his family fled and settled in New York. He was 
a very talented man and, wherever he went, in 
academic, policy circles and government, he 
rose to power very quickly. 

In the 1970s, Kissinger was widely praised 
for his diplomatic work. When he was named 
secretary of state in 1973, a Gallup Poll found 
him to be the most respected man in the world.

He engineered President Richard Nixon’s 
historic visit to China in 1972, opening the 
door to improved U.S.-Chinese relations and 
ultimately reshaping the geopolitical map. He 
promoted détente with the Soviet Union, help-
ing to reduce Cold War tensions. 

In the Middle East, his tireless shuttle di-
plomacy improved relations between Israel 
and its neighbors. These were real accomplish-
ments.

Kissinger shared the 1973 Nobel Peace 
Prize for negotiating the agreement that end-
ed the Vietnam War. His critics found that 
highly ironic. 

During the war, Kissinger orchestrated the 
U.S. bombing and invasion of Cambodia, which 
expanded the conflict and fueled a civil war 
that eventually brought the Khmer Rouge to 
power, resulting in up to three million deaths. 
The Cambodia disaster was Exhibit No. 1 for 
critics who accused Kissinger of war crimes, 
but he was also tied to a brutal military coup 
in Chile, Indonesia’s bloody invasion of East 
Timor, a violent civil war in East Pakistan and 
other foreign policy disasters.

Kissinger later had a lucrative career in 
consulting. He clearly enjoyed being a celebri-
ty, rubbing elbows with rich and powerful peo-
ple and being photographed with glamorous 
women. 

He became a great figure on the social cir-
cuit in Washington. Getting Kissinger to at-
tend your dinner was a big achievement.

Henry Kissinger left quite a stamp on Amer-
ican foreign policy. He was a master of devel-
oping strategy and exercising power. 

But American greatness isn’t just about us-
ing force and gaining advantage. It also relies 
on our faith in democratic governance and our 
belief in human rights and the dignity of all 
people. 

There’s a place for sober realism, but Amer-
ican foreign policy should be grounded in our 
values.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and Interna-
tional Studies; and a Professor of Practice at the 
IU O’Neill School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.

Hamilton on Foreign Policy: Kissinger left complex foreign policy legacy

Dear Rusty 
Both my wife and I have worked our entire lives. 
When we retire, will we both be entitled to full 

benefit amount each or will there always be a 
spousal factor in there? Also, how are those ben-
efits calculated – based on your highest salaries 
throughout your career, or your ending salaries 
when you retire? 

Signed: Looking Ahead

Dear Looking
Prior to retiring from work is a smart time to 

investigate how Social Security will fit into your 
golden years. To answer your second question 
first, each person’s personal SS retirement ben-
efit is based on the highest earning 35 years over 
their entire lifetime, with earlier years adjusted 
for inflation. 

The person’s Average Indexed Monthly Earn-
ings, essentially the person’s lifetime average 
inflation-adjusted monthly earnings amount, is 
first determined. 

Using AIME, the person’s Primary Insurance 
Amount is calculated using a special benefit 
formula which will yield a PIA of about 40% or 
less of the person’s AIME. The PIA is the amount 
received if benefits start in the month full retire-
ment age or “FRA” is attained, as you can see, 
Social Security likes acronyms.  

Since you and your wife were both born after 
1959, FRA for both of you is 67. The age when you 
claim benefits, relative to your FRA, determines 
how much you’ll get. Claim before FRA and your 
benefit is reduced; claim after your FRA and 
your SS retirement benefit will be more (up to 
age 70 when maximum is reached); claim at 
your FRA and your benefit will equal your PIA 
– the full (100%) amount you’ve earned from a 
lifetime of working.  

Spouse benefits only come into play if the PIA 
for one of you is less than 50% of the other’s PIA. 
In that case, the spouse with the lower PIA gets a 
“spousal boost” to their own SS retirement ben-
efit when claimed. 

The amount of the “spousal boost” will be 
the difference between the lower PIA and half of 
the higher PIA, but the amount of the “spousal 
boost” (as well as the person’s own SS retirement 
amount) will be reduced if benefits are claimed 
before full retirement age. Any time SS benefits 
are claimed before full retirement age, those 
benefits are permanently reduced.  

If one spouse is entitled to a “spousal boost” 

from the other, the spousal amount will reach 
maximum at the recipient’s full retirement age. 
Thus, if the lower earning partner’s highest ben-
efit will be as a spouse, then that spouse should 
not wait beyond their FRA to claim. If, instead, 
the lower earning partner’s own SS benefit at age 
70 is more than their spousal amount, waiting 
longer than FRA to claim could be prudent, de-
pending on life expectancy.  

So, as you can see, deciding when to claim 
Social Security benefits should consider many 
things, including financial need, work status if 
claiming before FRA, marital status and life ex-
pectancy. But it is your lifetime earnings which 
determines your SS retirement benefit amount, 
and it is how your FRA entitlements compare 
to each other that determines whether spousal 
benefits will be paid.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To submit 
a question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.

Comments on
  Congress

By Lee Hamilton

Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Are spousal benefits always a factor?

Rep. Lee H. Hamilton is shown shaking hands with 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger in this circa 1969 
photo; with Rep. William Broomfield in the background. 

COURTESY OF THE WELLS LIBRARY LEE HAMILTON PHOTO COLLECTION
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Rick Hendra of Oakham took this pho-
to of sandhill cranes foraging in a 
field on Stone’s Road in Oakham. 

In his email, he wrote, “I took this pic-
ture this morning (Sunday, Dec. 17) about 
halfway up Stone Road. Their call was so 
loud it startled me from 50 yards away. And 
they were large, but oddly colored.”

The sandhill crane is a tall bird about 45 
inches, gray colored with a dark red patch 
on the forehead and a black bill. They have 
staining of feathers on their back and tail 
caused by the iron rich soil on its beak 
when it preens feathers. The immature 
crane lacks the red patch and has an or-
ange bill. It also may have more rust col-
ored feathers on the back and tail. 

The sandhill crane summers on prairies 
and tundra and during winter feed on agri-

cultural fields and roost in shallow water. 
For several years now, Hardwick had a pair 
of nesting sandhill cranes, who successfully 
raised chicks. 

The female lays one to three olive eggs 
with dark marks in a mound like nest of 
marsh plants, grasses and weeds either 
placed on the ground or shallow water. 
Courtship displays are seen during mi-

gration and involve graceful jumps off the 
ground in a dancing manner. 

Many years ago, Richard Jankauskas, 
saw some in a field on South Street in 
Barre. He commented about a pair jump-
ing up and down and dancing. 

Their voice is a low pitched “karoo, ka-
roo, karoo.” Rick Hendra mentioned their 
call in his email printed above. 

Bird count 
A Brimfield resident, who visits ponds 

in Warren, Brimfield, Holland and Stur-
bridge with his wife listed birds seen on 
Dec. 8. They included 210 Canada geese, 
93 mallards, 70 hooded mergansers, three 
black ducks, two pied-billed grebes, one 
great blue heron, one bald eagle, two 
crows, one white-breasted nuthatch, two 
black-capped chickadees, three bluebirds, 
four house finches, one goldfinch, six 
white-throated sparrows, six dark-eyed 
juncos and three cardinals.

He also emailed in late November, “I 
checked the ponds in Warren and there 
were 14 hooded  mergansers very actively 
feeding and a very cold looking great blue 
heron that looked like it was not enjoying 
the 36 degree temperature.

Christmas bird count
For over 120 years the Audubon Society 

has been doing a Christmas bird count and 
this year is no different. People can partic-
ipate in an organized count or just do one 
on their own in their backyard. 

Decline in bird numbers
I received an email on Wednesday, Nov. 

29 from a long time birder. He said, “[I] reg-
ularly feed them but have noticed a steep 
drop off of the number and type of birds 
since around September. Right now we 
have a loyal troop of blue jays and that’s 
about it. Usually we have copious amounts 
of starlings, chickadees, grackles, crows, 
titmice, cardinals, juncos, etc.”  

He said he asked many people about 
this phenomena and “they have noticed 
the same thing but can’t explain it either. 
We are all aware of some birds heading 
South but the sheer volume has dropped 
dramatically.”

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Feeding Hills resident inducted 
into Psychology Honor Society

SPRINGFIELD – Juliet Burbank of Feed-
ing Hills is among eighteen American In-
ternational College students who have 
been inducted into Psi Chi, the Interna-
tional Honor Society of Psychology. The 
induction ceremony was held in the AIC 
Campus Center on Nov. 30, 2023.

The College recently reinstituted its 
chapter of one of the largest honor societ-

ies in the country.
Psi Chi was founded in 1929 with a mis-

sion to recognize and promote excellence 
in the science and application of psychol-
ogy. To be inducted into Psi Chi is an es-
teemed honor. Students must be in the top 
35% of their class, have a major or minor in 
psychology, and have excelled in their psy-
chology courses.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. A way to injure
  5. Mutual savings bank
  8. Rock TV channel
 11. Large number of 

fish swimming 
together

 13. Military mailbox
 14. Female of a horse
 15. Category
 16. City
 17. Breezed through
 18. Officer who bears 

a mace
 20. Tax collector
 21. “Cheers” actress 

Perlman
 22. Pauses before 

acting
 25. Extracted 

information from a 
wave

 30. Tendency to revert 
to something 
ancestral

 31. No seats available
 32. Nocturnal rodents
 33. Moves gently to 

and fro
 38. Not good
 41. A way to ready
 43. One who makes 

something better
 45. Things associated 

with American 
history

 48. Ancient Phoenician 
fertility god

 49. A continuous 
portion of a circle

 50. Volcanic craters
 55. Units of electrical 

resistance
 56. Gamble on
 57. Ethiopian town
 59. One point east of 

northeast
 60. Polynesian garland 

of flowers
 61. Spiritual leader 

of a Jewish 
congregation

 62. State of fuss
 63. Keyboard key
 64. Partner to 

relaxation

CLUES DOWN
  1. “The world’s most 

famous arena”
  2. Polite interruption 

sound
  3. Private school in 

New York
  4. Refuse of grapes
  5. __ Tomei, actress
  6. Adult beverages
  7. Supporter
  8. Papier-__, art 

material
  9. Forests have them
 10. Most ancient Hindu 

scriptures
 12. Downwind
 14. Marketplace
 19. Flowering plant 

genus
 23. Street where 

nightmares happen
 24. Admirer
 25. Dip lightly into 

water
 26. When you hope to 

get there
 27. Partner to cheese

 28. Egg
 29. A way to disqualify 
 34. South American 

plant
 35. Fold-away bed
 36. Debbie Harry album 

“__ Koo”
 37. Swedish krona
 39. Displaying warmth 

and friendliness
 40. Official orders
 41. Bowling alley 

necessity
 42. Stray
 44. About milk
 45. Expressed pleasure
 46. Caribbean dance
 47. If not
 48. __ fide (Latin)
 51. Swiss river
 52. Hebrew calendar 

month
 53. One easily swindled
 54. Point that is one 

point south of 
southwest

 58. Small island 
(British)
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lb

$399
lb

$989
lb

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TGI FRIDAY’S LOADED CHEESE 
& BACON POTATO SKINS 3 OZ BOX lb

$799

WISHING YOU A HAPPY 
& HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
We will be closed New Year’s Day

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee
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AUTO PARTS OF 
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• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”
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“I’m honored to have been [Johnson’s] 
vice president for the past year,” Council 
Vice President Dino Mercadante said. 
“He’s taught me a lot of everything that 
goes on here. He’s a gentleman, he works 
extremely hard, losing him on the coun-
cil but the town is going to be in great 
shape as he is our next mayor.”

Johnson received an extra gift of 
gratitude from the council in the form 
of a gavel, presented to him by Council 
Administrative Assistant Barbra Bard. 
This gavel was engraved with the words 
“breaking bread together”, Johnson’s 
common refrain.

“One of the things Chris has instilled 
while being council president is a sense 
of family,” Bard said. “He has always said 
breaking bread together creates camara-
derie and cohesiveness.”

Johnson appreciated the kind words 
from his fellow councilors and from 
Bard. He thanked Cavallo and Calabrese 
for their work together over the past sev-
eral years. 

“I’m going to miss Cece and Paul…it’s 
been great to work with both of you on 
the council,” he said. “To all of the exist-
ing councilors, you make my job easier, 
you really do…you’ve really abided by the 
notion that we can disagree about an 
item and then get coffee afterwards.”

Johnson also wished the best of luck 
to the new councilors coming in. 

“To the three new councilors…I’ve 
known Ed forever and a day and I’ve got-
ten to know Maria and Peter and I think 
they’re going to do a phenomenal job,” he 
said. 

that is to know they were fresh and high-
ly nutritious because they were from our 
chickens.”

Many residents raised concerns over 
the potential disturbances that chickens 
could cause. 

“Will house values drop because there’s 
a chicken coup next door?” Linda Gilarno 
asked.

Gilarno told a story about her sister-in-
law whose neighbors have chickens. These 
chickens have reportedly gotten loose and 
caused disturbances. Gilarno does not 
want to see the same happen in Agawam. 

“No resident should have to go through 
the aggravation that my sister-in-law has 
had to go through,” she said. 

Ehle claimed that his family has been 
working to ensure that their chicken 
coup is “something that adds beauty and 
charm” to their surrounding area. He also 
emphasized that chicken owners would 
be sure to follow the regulations, as they 
did not want any trouble.

“Chicken owners, including myself, 
have plenty of motivation to keep these re-
quirements,” Ehle said. “People don’t want 
trouble, I certainly don’t. We want to qui-
etly enjoy the keeping of a few chickens for 
our tables, families, childrens’ education 
and companionship.”

Rossi was concerned that they would 
be unable to properly enforce the laws 
around raising chickens, as it is a civil 
matter.

“Nuisance problems are a civil prob-
lem, they’re not a criminal problem, 
they’re very difficult to enforce,” Rossi said. 
“Right now, we have nothing in our exhib-

its here that allows anybody to go in there 
and take any kind of actions whatsoever.”

However, Councilor President Christo-
pher Johnson pointed out that as this was 
a zoning ordinance, rules of enforcement 
were implemented within, even though 
they were not explicitly stated within this 
specific ordinance. 

“What’s proposed is a zoning ordi-
nance, there’s an entire section of our zon-
ing ordinances that deals with enforce-
ment, which allow for the levying of fines 
and in certain circumstances the bringing 
of criminal charges,” Johnson said. “So it 
doesn’t need to be restated here.”

While Johnson himself was not partic-
ularly enthused about allowing chickens 
within Agawam, he felt setting these laws 
would be the best way to go about the is-
sue.

“I agree with the concerns that were 
raised…but the reality is this at least pro-
vides some order to the chaos,” he said.

Johnson also believes that residents 
with chickens will also be subjected to two 
annual inspections by the animal control 
and the health department in order to en-
sure that they are following all the estab-
lished regulations.

Councilor Anthony Russo also pointed 
out that the process of obtaining a special 
permit would allow residents to express 
their concerns over their neighbors hav-
ing chickens. 

“There’s a special permit for a reason, 
when you do a special permit and you go 
in front of the DBA…they’re going to have 
a right to come and express their opinion 
and express their concerns,” Russo said. 
“And with the DBA it has to be a 3-0 vote, 
doesn’t have to be 2-1, so there’s no guar-

antee they’re going to get the special per-
mit. There are safeguards put into place.”

Moreover, many surrounding commu-
nities of Agawam have either already es-
tablished laws permitting chickens or are 
working toward creating some. 

Agawam did not want to fall behind 
surrounding communities on this issue. 

“This is becoming a very popular thing,” 
Russo said. “We’re one of the few commu-
nities in the area that doesn’t have some-
thing on the books for this.”

This ordinance also amended how Aga-
wam defines a farm, which is now a prop-
erty that is five acres or greater. Anything 
less than five acres is not considered a 
farm, even if it is agriculturally zoned.

Rossi, citing a lack of enforcement abil-
ity, cast the lone dissenting vote.

COUNCIL   ❚   from page 1HENS   ❚   from page 1

DPW announces Christmas 
Tree Collection starts Jan. 8

AGAWAM – The Department of Pub-
lic Works is pleased to announce that Re-
public Services will be providing a collec-
tion of Christmas Trees during the week 
of Jan. 8 - 12.

Christmas trees will be collected on the 
same day as scheduled trash collection.  
Please be aware that the regular trash truck 
will not be collecting trees, a separate truck 
will be running for the collection of trees.

Christmas trees 7’ or larger must be cut 
in half and placed on the tree belt no ear-
lier than 7 a.m. of the collection day listed 
above.  

Trees in plastic bags will not be collected. 
It is not the responsibility of the hauler 

to dig out trees buried in the snow due to 
plowing or excessive snowfall prior to the 
scheduled collection days.  

In the event of a snow delay during the 
scheduled collection week, residents should 
make alternative arrangements to recy-
cle their trees at the Bondi’s Island Land-
fill.  Collection routes for trees will not be 
re-scheduled.  

Residents may dispose of trees prior to 
or after the scheduled collection days at the 
Bondi’s Island Landfill.

AGAWAM – The Polish Junior League 
of Massachusetts welcomes area college 
students of Polish heritage to apply for 
one of the annual academic scholarships. 
Students must have a permanent address 
in one of the four Western Massachusetts 

counties: Hampshire, Hampden, Franklin 
or Berkshire. Application forms with relat-
ed information are available at www.pol-
ishjuniorleaguema.org/applications. The 
deadline for all applications and related 
materials is May 1, 2024.

Scholarship applications 
for Polish heritage students 
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Brownies wrestling picks up league win
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Ludlow High 
School was a busy place last 
Wednesday evening.

While a holiday concert was 
being held in the Wrinn Auditori-
um, the Lion’s wrestling team was 
battling undefeated Agawam in a 
non-league dual meet down the 
hall inside Mullins Gymnasium.

After falling behind by 33 
points, the Lions clawed back 
by winning three consecutive 
matches, which closed the gap 
to 15 points. The Brownies, who 
pulled away again by winning the 
final three matches, remained un-
defeated with a 57-24 victory be-
fore a large crowd. 

“Ludlow is an underrated 
team, and they have a lot of tough 
kids,” said Agawam head coach 
Armando Ramos. “The final score 
really doesn’t show it, but they 
gave us all that we good handle 
tonight. A lot of our guys had to 
dig deep to win their matches. 
This is probably our best win so 
far this season.” 

The Brownies (4-0), who are 
members of the Valley League, 
first three dual meets victories 
came against Southwick, Holy-
oke, and Monument Mountain.  

Agawam 
wins big over 
Belchertown

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM – The last time that 
the Agawam girls’ varsity basketball 
team began the regular season with 
a 3-0 record was six years ago. 

The Brownies opened the 2017-
18 regular season with victories 
against Westfield, East Longmead-
ow, and West Springfield before 
suffering a home loss to Springfield 
Central.

WRESTLING   ❙   page 9
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Nicholas Ugolini starts his match at 138.

James Cascio tries to maintain leverage. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY SCIBELLIChase Rising grapples in the 113-pound match.

Mia Canavan tries to bring in the rebound.

Hannah Solitario makes a pass to the outside of the arc.

Katelyn Cleavall makes a pass as 
she crosses midcourt.

Isabella Laprise makes a pass around the perimeter.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY SCIBELLI

Sophia Laprise passes the ball away she takes on pressure.

Brownies offense 
pours on McCann

PITTSFIELD – Last Wednes-
day night, Agawam had no short-
age of offense in a 12-2 drubbing 
of McCann Technical. Nine differ-
ent players scored for the Brown-
ies, including Peyton Buffum, 
Anthony Buoniconti, and Drew 
Scherban, all who had two goals 
each. Scherban had three assists 
to go with his pair of goals. The 
Brownies improved to 2-2 on the 
season.

Agawam was scheduled to 
face Chicopee last week and then 
participate in Chicopee’s Holiday 
Classic on Wednesday and Thurs-
day at Fitzpatrick Rink.

Jordin Agosto goes for a leg takedown.
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SportsSports
Olympic team among eligible Hall of Fame candidates

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame announced the 
list of eligible candidates for the Class 
of 2024, including several high-pro-
file, first-time nominees, including the 
2008 U.S. Olympic Men’s Basketball 
Team (“Redeem Team”), Vince Carter, 
Seimone Augustus, Bill Laimbeer, Rick 
Barnes, Mike Fratello and Penny Taylor. 

A first look at the list of eligible nom-
inees will be provided by “NBA Today” 
on ESPN, hosted by Malika Andrews, 
with Class of 2023 Hall of Famer Becky 
Hammon, Kendrick Perkins, Chiney Og-
wumike, and Brian Windhorst. A com-
plete list of eligible candidates can be 
found below.

Finalists from the Honor’s Com-
mittee for the Class of 2024 will be an-
nounced on Friday, February 16, in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, during NBA All-Star 
Weekend.

The entire Class of 2024 will be un-
veiled during the NCAA Final Four in 
Phoenix, Arizona, on Saturday, April 6, 
in a nationally televised broadcast.

The announcement time and broad-
cast network for both the Finalist and 
the Class Announcement will be an-
nounced in the near future.

Enshrinement weekend will begin 
at the Mohegan Sun on Friday, August 
16, with the Tip-Off Celebration and 
Awards Gala, followed by the Enshrine-

ment ceremony on Saturday, August 17, 
at Springfield’s historic Symphony Hall.

VIP Packages for the Hall of Fame 
Enshrinement Weekend will go on sale 
on Friday, February 16. All single-event 
tickets to the Ceremony, Tip Off Cel-
ebration, and Awards Gala, as well as 
other ancillary events, will go on sale on 
Saturday, April 6, at 12:00 p.m. EST. All 
packages and tickets will be available 
for purchase at hoophall.com.

The complete listing of events and 
pricing will be released by Feb. 1.

The Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame 
also announced changes to its election 
process that will more carefully exam-
ine candidates from the International, 

Men’s Veteran’s, Women’s Veteran’s, and 
Contributor Committees. Since 2011, 
the Hall of Fame has allowed these cat-
egories to be stand-alone ‘direct-elect’ 
committees with the objective of en-
suring candidates who may have ‘fallen 
through the cracks’ received focused 
and specialized consideration in these 
various categories. The Election Pro-
cess Committee has determined that 
this objective of more acute consider-
ation has been met during this 12-year 
period, and now candidates put forth 
from these categories will revert back to 
the previous and traditional process of 
being presented for final consideration 
to the Honors Committee for election.

T-birds coach gets call to NHL, 
named interim coach of Blues
Daniel Tkaczuk will take over 
as interim head coach

SPRINGFIELD – On Dec. 13, St. 
Louis  Blues  President of Hockey Op-
erations and General Manager  Doug 
Armstrong  announced the team has  re-
lieved  Craig Berube  of his coaching du-
ties and named Springfield Thunderbirds 
head coach Drew Bannister interim head 
coach.   Bannister will travel to St. Louis 
on Wednesday and serve his first game 
behind the bench on Thursday when the 
Blues host the Ottawa Senators.  

Bannister, 49, has spent the past three 
seasons with the Blues’ AHL affiliate in 
Springfield, leading the team to a 93-58-
19 regular-season record.   The Belleville, 
Ontario, native has also guided the Thun-
derbirds to consecutive playoff appear-
ances, including 2021-22, when they won 
the Eastern Conference and reached the 
Calder Cup Final.

Bannister began his coaching career 
in the Ontario Hockey League (OHL), 
where he spent three seasons as an assis-
tant with Owen Sound and three as head 
coach with the Soo Greyhounds.  He also 
served as head coach of the AHL’s San An-
tonio Rampage and as an associate coach 
with the Utica Comets.  As a player, Ban-
nister’s career spanned over 20 years and 
included 164 NHL regular-season games 
between the Tampa Bay Lightning, Ed-
monton Oilers, Anaheim Mighty Ducks, 
and New York Rangers.

In addition, Thunderbirds general 
manager  Kevin Maxwell  has announced 

that  Daniel Tkaczuk  will take over the 
head coaching duties in Springfield on an 
interim basis.

Tkaczuk, 44, joined the St. Louis Blues 
organization in 2016 as an assistant coach 
with the club’s AHL affiliate, the Chicago 
Wolves. After spending the 2017-18 sea-
son as a Skills Coach with the Blues, he 
rejoined the AHL affiliate as an assistant 
coach under Bannister in 2018, a role he 
has held ever since, including a promo-
tion to Associate Head Coach in 2022.

The Toronto, Ontario native began his 
coaching career in the OHL as an assis-
tant coach with the Owen Sound Attack 
from 2011-15 before spending the 2015-
16 season with the Kitchener Rangers. 
Tkaczuk and Bannister were co-assistant 
coaches with Owen Sound from 2012-15.

Tkaczuk was the sixth overall draft 
pick in the 1997 NHL Draft by the Calgary 
Flames and played 12 professional sea-
sons in both North America and Europe. 
As a member of the Saint John Flames, 
Tkaczuk captured a Calder Cup champi-
onship in 2000-01. He was tied for second 
among Flames skaters with 10 goals in 
the Calder Cup Playoffs that season.

In 286 AHL games with Saint John, the 
Worcester IceCats, Bridgeport Sound Ti-
gers, Charlotte, Syracuse, Rochester, and 
Hartford, Tkaczuk posted 59 goals and 
109 assists for 168 points. He was a career 
point-per-game performer in the playoffs, 
scoring 14 goals and adding 17 assists in 
29 career Calder Cup playoff contests. Tk-
aczuk also skated in 19 NHL games with 
Calgary, putting up 11 points ( four goals, 
seven assists) in the 2000-01 season.

Granite State announces 
Pro Stock Series 2024 schedule

WALPOLE, N.H. – Granite State Pro 
Stock Series officials announced Friday the 
schedule of events for the 2024 racing sea-
son. The series slate includes a nine-race 
championship battle spread from May to 
October, with the championship event tak-
ing place at Lee USA Speedway’s October-
fest weekend.

The Granite State Pro Stock Series will 
visit five different tracks in 2024: Lee, Star 
Speedway, Claremont Motorsports Park, 
Riverside Speedway and Speedway 95. The 
schedule begins with the annual 100-lap 
spring event at Star Speedway in Epping, 
New Hampshire, this year on Saturday, 
May 4 with a Friday night practice on May 
3. From there, teams will roll to Claremont 
Motorsports Park for the Memorial Day 
weekend, with a main event set for Sunday, 
May 26.

On Saturday, June 8, the series will make 
the first of two visits to Lee USA Speedway. 
That will be followed by the first of two 
races at Hermon, Maine’s Speedway 95 on 
Saturday, June 16. After a few weeks off, the 
schedule continues with a return to Clare-
mont for Independence Day weekend on 
Friday, July 5 with a special event. 

The high-banks of Hudson Internation-
al Speedway will host the series again on 
Sunday, July 14, while Riverside Speedway 
returns to the schedule with an event on 
Saturday, August 10. The final two events of 
the year will take place at Speedway 95 on 
Sunday, September 15 and Lee’s October-
fest weekend, where the champion will be 
decided, on Saturday and Sunday, October 
5-6.

“Our 2024 schedule is shaping up to be 

one of the best in our history,” Mike Parks, 
President of the Granite State Pro Stock Se-
ries, said. “Return trips to places like Star, 
Speedway 95, Lee USA and Riverside, mixed 
with us getting back on the high-banks of 
Hudson, will produce an exciting champi-
onship battle for fans to follow during the 
summer of 2024.”

Additional information regarding the 
2024 Granite State Pro Stock Series sched-
ule including event registrations, rules and 
more will be available soon. For the latest 
news, fans and teams are encouraged to 
visit gspss.net and follow the series on so-
cial media.

2024 Granite State 
Pro Stock Series Schedule

Saturday, May 4 
Star Speedway - Epping, N.H. 

Sunday, May 26
Claremont Motorsports Park - 

Claremont, N.H. 
Saturday, June 8

Lee USA Speedway - Lee, N.H.
Sunday, June 16

Speedway 95 - Hermon, Maine
Friday, July 5

Claremont Motorsports Park - 
Claremont, N.H. 
Sunday, July 14

Hudson International Speedway - 
Hudson, N.H.

Saturday, August 10
Riverside Speedway - Groveton, N.H. 

Sunday, September 15
Speedway 95 - Hermon, Maine
Saturday/Sunday October 5-6
Lee USA Speedway, Lee, N.H.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by 

Langonet Towing pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c.255, 
Section 39A, that on January 
2, 2024 at 63 Ramah Cir S, 
Agawam the following Motor 
Vehicles will be sold at pri-
vate sale to satisfy the garage-
keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, and 
expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicle.
2000 Toyota 4Runner
VIN: JT3HN86R8Y0289699
Gary Croteau
14 Meadow Ave
Agawam, MA 01001
12/14, 12/21, 12/28/2023

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069  •  413-283-8393  •  www.turley.com

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE

In observance of NEW YEAR’S
PUBLIC NOTICES 

WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Thurs., Dec. 28 NoonThurs., Dec. 28 Noon

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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Schools seeking increase of 3.25%
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By Mike Lydick
aan@turley.com

School Supt. William Sapelli recently unveiled a proposed budget for fi scal 2017 that will provide an additional $1.3 million for the town’s schools — a 3.25 percent increase.Sapelli is proposing to increase School Department spending to $42,365,720 from the current fi scal 2016 budget of $41.03 mil-lion. Th is year’s budget had repre-sented a 2.7 percent increase over 

the previous year. Th e proposed increase is smaller, however, than the $2 million and $1.8 million hikes in fi scal 2015 and 2014, re-spectively. 
Sapelli presented his initial “draft” budget proposal during a meeting of the School Com-mittee’s budget and fi nance sub-committee Feb. 23. Other School Committee members and several city councilors also attended the meeting. Sapelli gave an overview of the budget’s bottom line, and said more specifi cs would be pro-

vided at a later meeting with ad-ministrators from each school.Th e largest chunk of the bud-get is salaries, which will account for 81 percent of spending, and are set to increase by $1.6 mil-lion. Sapelli added that because collective bargaining contacts for fi ve diff erent employee units are expiring and must be renegoti-ated, he has built in a variable to account for possible salary in-creases.
Th e other budget increases to-tal nearly $129,000 and include:

• Athletic and transportation contract services: $16,396• Regular education transpor-tation services: $48,210• Out-of-district tuition for non-special services (Lower Pio-neer Valley Education Collab-orative and vocational/technical schools): $40,135• Instructional technologies supplies (classroom presentation equipment): $24,000

By Michael J. Ballwaymballway@turley.com
Agawam followed an over-whelming state and national trend by giving Donald Trump a wide Republican mandate in Tuesday’s presidential primary election.

Democratic voters in town echoed the choice of most small- or mid-sized towns outside the I-495 belt in backing Bernie Sand-ers, ensuring that he will pick up several delegates in Massachu-setts despite Hillary Clinton’s higher vote total in the state as a whole.
According to unoffi  cial fi g-ures released Tuesday night by the town clerk’s offi  ce, turnout in Agawam was 34 percent of registered voters, with about 10 percent more Democratic than Republican ballots pulled — 3,775to 3,417 In th

A’s for effort

Trump 
sweeps 
Agawam, 
state

Town Dems boost Sanders, but Clinton ekes out Mass. victory
BUDGET  ❙  page 6

$35/Year
$40 Out-of-State

It’s easier than ever to SUBSCRIBE
to your hometown paper.
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Ramos is looking forward to his team’s 
first dual meet of 2024 at league rival Min-
nechaug Regional on January 4.

“Minnechaug is the team to beat in our 
league once again this year,” he said. “We’ll 
be competing against them on January 4, 
and that match is circled on our calendars. 
They’re a fantastic team and we’ll have to 
wrestle our best that night to beat them. 
We can’t make very many mistakes like we 
did in tonight’s match.”  

Ludlow, who finished at the top of the 
Valley Wheel league standings a year ago, 
had a 3-2 record following the home loss. 
They defeated South Hadley, Smith Voca-
tional, and Northampton and lost to West 
Springfield.

“I’m glad that we had this opportuni-
ty to wrestle against a very good Agawam 
team tonight,” said Ludlow head coach 
John Archambeau. “We didn’t get the out-
come that we wanted, but my kids worked 
very hard. We’re hoping to win another 
league title this year.”    

It was the only meeting of the regular 
season between the two squads.

The Lions took a 6-0 lead in last Wednes-
day dual meet when sophomore Samantha 
Bertini posted a pin with 1:04 remaining in 
the third period of the 106 lb. match. 

Neither wrestler earned any points in 
the opening period of the match, which is 
two minutes long. 

Bertini held a 3-0 lead at the end of the 
second period. 

“Samantha is one of our captains,” Ar-
chambeau said. “She did a very good job of 
winning the first match of the night.” 

A pin by Agawam junior Chase Rising 
with 1:16 remaining in the first period of 
the 113lb match tied the score at 6-6.   

It took Agawam sophomore Jordin 
Agosto 21 seconds longer to record a pin in 
the 120lb contest, which gave the Brownies 
the lead. 

The 126lb match between Agawam 
freshman Lincoln Despard and Ludlow ju-
nior Ryan Gomes went the entire six min-
utes. 

Gomes was leading 2-1 after the first pe-
riod and 4-3 at the end of the second.

Despard took control of the match 
during the final twenty seconds of the 
third period, and he managed to pull out 

an 8-6 decision.
“I thought Lincoln wrestled hard in his 

match,” Ramos said. “He was down by three 
points with about 15 seconds left in third 
period. He managed to make a reverse 
move and squeaked out the win. That was 
a huge win for us because it kept the mo-
mentum on our side. If they would’ve won, 
the overall match could’ve gone either way. 
It was a momentum changer.”

The Brownies then recorded pins by 
freshman Tyler Callahan (132lb), senior 
Nick Ugolini (138 lb), senior Rhein Ingram 
(144lb), and senior Ilya Shelmanov (150lb), 
which increased their lead to 39-6.

It was a memorable night for Callahan, 
who won his first career varsity match.

“Tyler is a freshman, but he’s been wres-
tling for us since the seventh grade. It was 
nice to see him get his first varsity win in 
tonight’s match,” Ramos said. “We no lon-
ger need the wavier, so we don’t have any 
seventh graders on this year’s team.”             

Ugolini and Shelmanov also joined the 
Brownies wrestling team as seventh grad-
ers. 

The Lions began their comeback with 
junior Brady Trahan recording a pin in the 

157lb match with five seconds left on the 
scoreboard clock in the first period.

Then junior Lucas Alvan (165lb) gave 
the Lions six more points by pinning his 
opponent with two seconds remaining in 
the first period.

Alvan’s older brother, Cesar, won a 
bronze medal for Team Brazil at the 2022 
Pan American Games.  

The Lions closed the gap to 39-24 with 
another pin by sophomore Noah Simard 
(175lb) with 16 seconds left in the first pe-
riod.

“We dug ourselves a big hole, but we did 
have a lot more favorable matchups in the 
higher weight classes,” said Ludlow head 
coach John Archambeau.” Some of our ex-
perienced guys wrestled against some of 
their younger guys.” 

The Brownies locked up their fifth dual 
meet win of the season following pins by 
sophomore Tyler Gervais (190lb), senior 
Max Holloway (215lb), and Domenic Tour-
igny (285lb). 

Both teams competed in the 56th an-
nual George Bossi  Lowell Holiday Classic, 
which was held on the UMass Lowell cam-
pus, last weekend.   

WRESTLING   ❚   from page 7

A year ago, Agawam won its first two 
games of the season versus Ludlow and 
Westfield before losing to Central Division 
rival Belchertown by ten points on the road.

After kicking off the 2023-24 regular sea-
son with a pair of wins against Drury (45-
37) and Pope Francis (40-39), the Brownies 
once again faced Belchertown in their third 
game. 

Unlike a year ago, the Brownies im-
proved to a perfect 3-0 following a 62-36 
victory over the Orioles at Cliff P. Kibbe 
Gymnasium, last Tuesday night.

“We’ve played very well so far this sea-
son and I’m hoping that it continues,” 
said Agawam head coach Tim Murphy. 
“Because our first two games were very 
close, we couldn’t play very many players. 
We were able to play everyone in tonight’s 
game, which was very nice. A couple of 
players scored their first career points in a 
varsity game.” 

It has been more than 15 years since the 
Agawam girls’ basketball team, who also 
had a 3-0 league record, won its first four 
games of the regular season. 

A total of eleven players scored at least 
two points for the home team in the first 
meeting of the season against the Orioles 
(1-2, 0-2). 

The trio of junior Marlee Montagna, ju-
nior Mia Canavan, and sophomore Bella 
Laprise, who are starters, led the way offen-
sively for the Brownies. 

Laprise scored nine of her game-high 
15 points during the second half. She also 
scored a team-leading 17 points in the 
Brownies 40-39 win at Pope Francis four 
days earlier. 

Montagna and Canavan chipped in with 
11 points apiece against Belchertown. Ca-
navan recorded a double-double with 15 
rebounds.

Agawam’s other two starters were junior 
Kate Cleavall (8 points) and sophomore So-
phia Laprise (4 points). 

“Everybody shot the ball very well in 
tonight’s game,” Murphy said. “I don’t have 
very many complaints offensively.”  

Sophomore Carly Calabrese (3 points) 
and senior Amber Bates (2 points) scored 
their first varsity points in the fourth quar-
ter.

Bates is the only senior listed on the 
Agawam varsity roster. 

“Amber is a great kid, and she knows 
her role on the team,” Murphy said. “She’s a 
very good softball player and enjoys playing 
basketball. She’s one of our leaders.”  

The Orioles, who had won the previous 
three games in the series, didn’t play very 
well in their third road game. 

“You just have to give Agawam a lot of 
credit. They played very well, and we didn’t,” 
said Belchertown head coach Jason Wood-
cock. “There are eleven players on our team 
and only two of them have any experience 
at the varsity level. We made a lot of mis-
takes, but this was a good learning experi-
ence for us. We do have a couple of weeks 
off now and it’ll give us some extra practice 
time.” 

Junior Chloe LaRoche, who scored sev-
en of her team-high 11 points after half-
time, and senior Laura Cote (5 points) are 
the only experienced varsity players for the 
Orioles.

LaRoche, who didn’t play in the Ori-
oles season opening loss at Pope Francis 
because of an injury, scored 18 points in a 
blowout win at Mount Greylock on Dec. 15.

One of the five freshmen listed on the 
Orioles varsity roster is Morghan Litz, who 
scored eight points against the Brownies. 
Sophomore Alexa Karabetsos added six 
points.

The Orioles, who held the lead a couple 
of times early in the contest, were trailing 
12-8 with a little more than a minute re-
maining in the first quarter following a Litz 
lay-up. 

In the closing seconds of the opening 
quarter, Montagna buried a 3-pointer from 
the left side. 

Cleavall made another 3-pointer from 
the top of the key less than a minute into 
the second quarter pushing the Brownies 
lead into double digits (18-8) for the first 
time.

With less than two minutes remaining 
in the first half, Agawam, who forced more 
than 25 turnovers, built a 30-12 lead follow-
ing a lay-up by Bella Laprise. 

Field goals by Karabetsos and freshman 
Isabella Vozzella (2 points) did close the 
gap to 30-16 at halftime.

The Brownies, who led by as many as 19 
points in the third quarter, entered the final 
eight minutes of the contest holding a 41-
23 advantage. 

The Orioles managed to slice their defi-
cit down to 48-35 with 3:40 remaining in 
regulation following a Karabetsos lay-up 
and a made free throw from LaRoche.

“I think the next time that we play 
Belchertown, it’ll probably be a much clos-
er game,” Murphy said. “They’re a young 
team, but they never stopped playing hard. 
Coach Woodcock is also a very good bas-
ketball coach.”    

The Brownies closed out the game with 
a 14-1 run with the help of eight free throws.      

The second meeting of the regular sea-
son between the Central Division rivals 
is scheduled to take place on Jan. 18 at 
Belchertown High School.

BASKETBALL   ❚   from page 7

SportsSports

Tyler Callahan goes for the pin at 132.t TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY SCIBELLILincoln Despard holds a headlock in the 126-pound match.
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scious decision, the smart decision to take a school that 
didn’t already have a name, already have history, and 
name that school after William Sapelli to honor him?”

Additionally, many community members were at-
tached to the history of Robinson Park, with stories of 
generations of their families going to the school. 

“The way I personally feel is I’ve had three generations 
of my family go to that school,” Virella said. “That history 
is now gone…Robinson Park School is now gone so 10 or 
15 years from now when my grandson answers questions 
about where he went to school and he answers Robinson 
Park, Robinson Park is history at that point, no one re-
members anymore.”

Dolat also felt that the city council had not given the 
public enough notice of the change. She believed that 
the staff, parents and students of the school should have 
been given further notice so they have offered their opin-
ions.

“So many people in this community had no idea that 
this was even happening,” Dolat said. “I had to inform 
them, ‘it’s not that it’s happening, it has happened’ and 
most of the community had no idea.” 

Dolat believed that the community had not been 
properly notified of this change and, therefore, the coun-
cil had violated the school name change policy. 

A letter from Attorney Dupre, read by Vice Chair 
Shelly Reed, proved this allegation to be incorrect. 

“It is my opinion that the requirements of the policy 
were followed,” Dupre’s letter said. “The topic was ad-
dressed at three committee meetings and clearly posted 
for two of those meetings.”

Reed agreed with this assessment. 
“Our agendas are posted in advance, I think we were 

very transparent, our meetings are on Channel 15, 
they’re live, they’re also replayed on Facebook, they’re 
filmed and open to the public and our meeting minutes 
are posted to our website,” Reed said. 

The council overall felt that proper procedure had 
been followed and that Sapelli was more than deserving 
of the honor of the school renaming. 

“Mr. Sapelli has given over 40 years to Agawam edu-
cation and he has done more for Agawam than all of us 
up here,” Reed said. “I think he is well-deserving of this.”

Committee Member Kerri O’Connnor was against 
keeping the name change. Not because Sapelli was un-
deserving of the vote, but she felt the council was in vio-
lation of procedure. 

According to O’Connor an email had been sent out on 
Dec. 9, prior to the hearing, describing the expected lay-
out of the committee process. 

In this email, the sender had expressed that they ex-
pected a favorable vote to keep the name change of Wil-
liam P. Sapelli School.

O’Connor felt that this violated the open meeting law 
and made a motion to table the vote on the name change 
until they consulted an attorney. 

This motion did not pass, as other committee mem-
bers disagreed that this was a violation as it was not a 
member of the committee body that had sent the email. 

“If none of the members of this body express an opin-
ion or view…if nobody on this body expressed a view, 
I don’t know if that’s a violation of open meeting law,” 
Committee Member Michael Perry said. 

Following this, they took the vote on the name change. 
Five of the committee members voted to keep the 

school as William P. Sapelli school. Only O’Connor voted 
against, and Sapelli was absent from the meeting. 

SCHOOL  ❚   from page 1

www.pvpa.org/admissions

PVPA 
Open 
House

Weds 4:00-6:00
Jan 11 & Feb 8

 

Sat 10:00-12:00
Jan 28

 

Thurs 6:00-7:30
Virtual Jan 19

Apply Now!
Grades 7-112023/24 school year

FREE 
ARTS Focused
COLLEGE Prep

15 Mulligan Drive, South Hadley
413-552-1580

REGISTER FOR OPEN HOUSE  APPLY  - LEARN MORE

Come and see what’s new at St. Joan of Arc School in Chicopee!  Physical Education Teacher Larry Moore and SJA students are enjoying updated gym equipment and a new rubber mulch play yard. Thanks to donations received from the American Legion Post 452, parents and the SJA PTO, Mr. Moore was able to fulfill his wish list.  The students are de-lighted with the new 12” and 16” scooters, hula hoops, jump ropes, sports balls, junior street hockey sticks, and soccer nets. 
Also in November, an underused outdoor area was transformed into a new rubber mulch play yard.  The 

project was funded by gifts from the school’s 2021 Annual Campaign.  It was a labor of love to provide the children this additional outdoor classroom space. Not only is SJA Principal William McDonald grateful for the financial support, but he is appreciative of the time, talents and generosity of Nawrocki Construc-tion, Marion Excavating and the team of volunteers. The school will be holding an Open House on Sat-urday, January 28th from 9 am–12 pm (no appoint-ment needed).  Appointment only tours for families will be held on Tuesday, January 31st and Thursday, February 2nd from 3 pm–7 pm.  Please call Chris or 

Janine in the Business Office @ 536-6038 for registra-tion information or to make an appointment.  St. Joan of Arc is a welcoming, safe & secure school community providing social, physical, spiritual & in-tellectual wellness for students in Pre-K 3 to Grade 8. SJA has innovative offerings that include affordable tuition and extended care, free breakfast and lunch, extracurricular programs, technology, music, library, and Duolingo language classes. Easy access to I391 & I90.  Financial Aid and tuition assistance is available.  To learn more visit www.sjachicopee.org.  We look forward to meeting you!

Learning rooted in Christian Values

S C H O L A R S H I P  &  O P E N  H O U S E  A N N O U N C E M E N T

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!www.MacDu�e.org

There’s no better way to get a feel of The MacDu�e School than spending time with us!
Please register online for one of our Open Houses at www.MacDu�e.org or contact the 

Admissions O�ce at (413) 255-0000 to reserve your spot. 
66 School Street 

Granby, Massachusetts
For Boys & Girls 

in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

OPEN HOUSESJan. 14th   9:30-12:30 pmApril 8th   9:30-12:30 pm 

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Originating in 2022, �e MacDu�e School Local Town Scholarship
 is open to new students from the immediate area of Granby, Massachusetts. �e winner 
of this prestigious award receives a full scholarship to attend �e MacDu�e School. 
Runner-up applicants are eligible to receive partial scholarships and Financial Aid.
ALL NEW 2 scholarships in total to students who apply from these area towns. 
Eligible Towns: Granby, South Hadley, Belchertown, Spring�eld, Hadley, Amherst,
Chicopee, Holyoke, Ludlow, West�eld, Southwick, West Spring�eldAPPLY TODAY!For more information and details how to apply email admissions@macdu�e.org.

SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

is offering a great resource 
for the communities it serves 
by showcasing the  career & 
education opportunities
available locally.

This special section is circulated into all 12 of our papers,
those papers include. The Sentinel, The Chicopee Register,
The Sun, The Register, The Wilbraham-Hampden Times,  
Agawam Advertiser, Country Journal, Town Reminder, 

Quaboag Current, Journal Register,
Ware River News and Barre Gazette.

The 2024 Career & Education edition publishes
the week of January 10th-12th

Space reservation deadline is January 3rd.  PRICES AND SPECS:
All ads are black and white. 

1/8 page (4 3/4” across x 4” down) $295 total

1/4 page (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 8” down) or (horizontal 9 3/4” across x 4” down) $595 total

1/2 page (horizontal- 9 3/4” across x 8” down) or (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 16” down) $975 total 

Full page (9 3/4” across x 16” down) $1,800 total 

Great opportunity 

to advertise job 

openings you have 

available!
Career
Educationan

d

HCS Head Start offers classes for children from birth to 5 
years old, plus programs & support for the whole family.

•	 6-hour classes at no cost for eligible families
•	 Subsidized full-day classes
•	 Nutritious meals & snacks, plus mental wellness, 

physical and dental screenings
•	 Ages: Prenatal moms to children 5 years old
•	 Early Head Start home-based program
•	 Services for children with disabilities
•	 Some transportation is available

CALL (413)417-7779 or visit us at hcsheadstart.org

A little 
HEAD  
START 
will last a  
lifetime.
Studies show that children who attend Head Start 
are more likely to graduate from high school and 
to attend college.

Affordable Tuition & Extended Care ~ Free Breakfast & Lunch ~
Extracurricular Programs~ Technology ~ Phys. Ed ~ Music ~

Library ~ Duolingo ~ Welcoming , Safe & Secure School
Community ~ Social, Physical, Spiritual & Intellectual Wellness ~

Easy Access to I391 & I90 ~ Tuition Assistance Available

ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL
PRE-K TO GRADE 8

587 Grattan Street, Chicopee
533-1475 ~ sjachicopee.org

Learning Rooted in Christian Values

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 28th 9am-12 noon

No Appointment Needed

Tuesday, January 31st & Thursday, February 2nd 3pm-7pm
By Appointment Only

A new year is upon us and as 
we declare resolutions, a new job 
might be in order. The first 5 years 
of a child’s life are so important and 
since 1965, HCS Head Start has 
helped thousands of children and 
families prepare for school and life. 
We know that it takes a big heart 
to help shape growing minds and 
if you want to work with infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers in your 
community, Head Start might be 
the place for you.  

The Head Start approach offers 
both families and their children, 
birth to five, an extraordinary 
school readiness experience.  Ed-
ucators who decide to teach in a 
comprehensive early learning set-
ting have the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with other specialty 
areas like health, nutrition, mental 
health, and family and community 
engagement, that are designed to 
prepare vulnerable children for fu-
ture educational success.

 Data shows that when chil-
dren are enrolled in a high-quality 
Head Start program they are bet-

ter prepared for kindergarten and 
beyond. Staff and parents work to-
gether, learning from one another, 
to create the best early educational 
experience both at home and at 
preschool.  This is possible because 
when parents are involved and en-
gaged in their child’s education, 
children have better outcomes. 

In addition to teaching, Head 
Start also has various career op-
portunities in the areas of health, 
nutrition, human services, admin-
istration, mental health, and spe-
cial education. Professional devel-
opment opportunities and career 
ladders are built within the Head 
Start model to promote growth 
and advancement.

Holyoke Chicopee Springfield 
Head Start, Inc. offers programs in 
several cities and towns in West-
ern Massachusetts working with 
over 1,000 children each year.  If 
you are interested in a rewarding 
Head Start career please visit www.
hcsheadstart.org/employment/   or 
call 413-788-6522.

A New Year a 
New Career

Career
Educationan

d

Career
Educationan

d

HOLYOKE — The spring 2023 semester at Holy-

oke Community College officially begins Tues., Jan. 

17. Prospective students can start then, but also have 

opportunities to begin classes in February and March 

if they so choose.  

Full semester classes run for 14 weeks. HCC also 

has accelerated “flex-start” classes that begin Jan. 17, 

Feb. 6, and March 20. 

Flex Start I classes run for seven weeks, until March 

8. Flex Start II classes begin Mon., Feb. 6, and run for 

12 weeks. Flex Start III classes begin Mon., March 20, 

and run for seven.

All spring semester courses conclude by Thurs., 

May 4, 2023.
The full schedule of spring course options can be 

viewed on the HCC website by going to: hcc.edu/sign-

up-for-classes 
The HCC Admissions and Advising offices on the 

first floor of the Campus Center are open Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. (4:30 p.m. 

on Fridays). 
Students must be fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19 to attend classes on campus. 

Students who plan to register only for online or re-

mote classes do not have to submit proof of COVID-19 

vaccination. 
For more information, please contact HCC Ad-

missions at 413-552-2321 / admissions@hcc.edu, visit 

HCC online at hcc.edu, or take the next step at hcc.

edu/sign-up-for-classes 

The 2022-2023 academic year marked  the 

75th anniversary of Holyoke Community College, the 

Commonwealth’s oldest community college.

HCC opened its doors in 1946 as the first two-year 

college in Massachusetts. In the decades since, the 

college has paved the way for generations of learners 

from western Massachusetts and beyond, a beacon 

of hope and opportunity for people seeking better 

lives. Please visit us at hcc.edu.

Spring semester at HCC starts Jan. 17
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What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?
Register today for spring 

hcc.edu/sign-up-for-classes

classes!

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE
413.283.8393

Penguin Plunge to be held at Hampton Ponds State Park Jan. 27
WESTFIELD - Amelia Park Children’s Muse-

um is announcing the 20th annual Penguin 
Plunge to be held at Hampton Ponds State 
Park, on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024. Check-in 
begins at 11:30 a.m. and the plunging 
starts at 1 p.m. All proceeds from the 
Penguin Plunge will benefit Amelia 
Park Children’s Museum.

Amelia Park Children’s Museum 
and the Penguin Plunge have been a 
longstanding institution and tra-
dition respectively in Westfield. 
Through the years participants 
and sponsors of the Plunge have 
helped to raise over $350,000 to sup-
port Amelia Park Children’s Museum.

“We are striving to attract more plungers to this event.” 
says Diane Chambers, executive director. “It’s a fun outing 
for the whole family or a group of friends whether they are 
plunging or watching. We’re adding new activities and en-
tertainment, plus incentives to entice more plunge partic-
ipants in 2024.”

New this year is the Petite Plunge for children ages 2 
- 6. Little ones will have the opportunity to dip their toe 
or boot into a kiddie pool. Fun games like cornhole and 

a “snowball” toss will be added to the activities. 
S’mores and other refreshments will be avail-

able. Lively musical entertainment will be 
provided by Jay Pagluica of JP Lighting 

and Sounds.
Join as an individual or as a team. 

Each participant pledges to raise a min-
imum of $75 from friends and family 
and is encouraged to collect as many 
sponsors as possible. Full time students 

will receive a registration discount 
of $25 with valid school ID and 
pledge to raise at least $50. The 

registration fee for the Petite Plunge 
participants is $25.

The following prizes will awarded depen-
dent on amount of money raised per individual:

Penguin Plunge 2024 T-shirt to those adults that rase 
$75 - $149 (* $25 for those 2 -6, $50 for those 7 – 18); Pen-
guin Plunge 2024 hat and T-shirt for those that raise $150 
- $299; Penguin Plunge 2024 drinkware, hat and T-shirt for 
those that raise $300 - $499; Penguin Plunge 2024 jack-
et, drinkware, hat and T-shirt for those that raise $500 or 
more; Monetary prizes of cash for the top 3 individuals 
or teams that raise the most money; 1st Place - $300, 2nd 

Place - $200,3rd Place - $100.
A costume contest is part of the fun, and there are priz-

es for Best Individual Costume and Best Team Costume.
Register in advance online or the day of the event from 

11:30 am to noon. All participants will receive a free 2024 
Penguin Plunge T-shirt.

Sponsorship opportunities, registration and pledge 
forms are available via the museum website https://
www.ameliaparkmuseum.org/penguin-plunge or can 
be picked up at the museum. Penguins may also use the 
Fundly page to collect sponsors; https://fundly.com/pen-
guin-plunge-2024.

The money raised by the Plunge goes to providing play-
ful learning for area children and their families. This event 
is crucial in supporting the work of Amelia Park Children’s 
Museum

Amelia Park Children’s Museum is located at 29 South 
Broad St. and is open 9 a.m to 4 p.m. Thursday-Tuesday. 
The museum offers hands-on learning for children ages 1-7 
in a safe and welcoming environment. Cost of admission 
is $8 per person; grandparents have a reduced rate of $4. 
Admission is $2 per person on Thursday afternoons from 
noon 4 p.m. Call us with questions at (413) 572- 4014 or 
email questions to: fun@ameliaparkmuseum.org. Learn 
more about the museum at www.ameliaparkmuseum.org.

AGAWAM— The Friends of the Agawam Public Library 
is looking for entries to their 4th Open Judged Virtual Pho-
tography Show, to be on display after March 15, 2024.  The 
show provides a platform to recognize and encourage pho-
tographers and benefits the Agawam Public Library.  Twen-
ty-one awards totaling $1,540 will be determined by judging 
done on March 1, 2024.  Dave Roback and Tim Donelan, 
both well recognized photographers, will be the judges.

The show is divided into four categories of photogra-
phy:  creative, nature, photojournalism and pictorial.  The 
entry fee is $25 per entry.  Deadline for submissions is Feb. 

15, 2024.  If we have not received sufficient entries, the show 
will be cancelled and all fees returned.

All images must be original, made by the photographer, 
captured by film or digitally, and cannot be previous entries 
in our show.

The Prospectus and Entry Form can be accessed by go-
ing to www.agawamlibrary.org, and scrolling down to the 
Friends of the Library widget.  From there you will be able 
to click on a link to the show’s information.

For further information please contact Bob Kadis at 
r.kadis@comcast.net or at 413-789-4814.

Photography submissions needed at APL

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!



December 28, 2023     ❙     AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS     ❙     Page 11

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

GATEWAY REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Gateway Regional is seeking a 6-hour 
custodian for the Littleville Elementary 
School/Main Complex. Hours will be 11 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.  
Work days Monday-Friday. Looking 
for a highly motivated individual who 
is able to:
• Read and follow instructions
• Have knowledge of cleaning proce-

dures
•  Experience in cleaning and mainte-

nance a plus
•  Lift 50 lbs or more
•  Be self-motivated
•  Work alone or with a group
• Good communication skills with 

staff and the public
•  Knowledge of operation of equip-

ment such as a floor scrubber, 
snow blower, etc.

•  Work in the extreme cold and heat
•  Have a valid driver’s license
•  High school degree or GED

Send letter of interest and resume to: 
William Sullivan, Interim Principal; 
Gateway High/Middle School, 12  Lit-
tleville Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Deadline: January 5, 2024
GRSD is an EOE

TOWN OF PALMER: 
CLERK BOARD OF HEATH

Duties include responsibility for per-
forming secretarial and general office 
support activities. Work often involves 
public contact and effective coordina-
tion with other Town departments and 
outside organizations. Work requires 
sound exercise of judgment, initiative, 
and discretion based on knowledge 
of administrative or operating policies 
and procedures. For a full job descrip-
tion please go to www.townof-
palmer.com/jobs or contact Nicole 
Gauthier at ngauthier@townof-
palmer.com.  The Town of Palmer is 
an EOE/AA employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATEJUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

TA
RG

ET
ED

 M
AR

KE
TIN

G
LO

CA
L R

ES
ULT

S

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications
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MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Tips on how to keep your pets safe during a flood event
It’s been a rough winter so far, and ev-

erywhere are showing severe flooding.
If you’re a pet owner, that means you’ll 

also need to keep your pets out of harm’s 
way. Best Friends Animal Society, a lead-
ing animal welfare organization working 
to end the killing of cats and dogs by 2025, 
offers the following tips to keep your pet as 
safe as possible:  

• Outside animals should be brought in-
doors unless evacuation is required. 

• Do not wait to evacuate. The longer 
you wait, the more difficult it will be to get 
out with your pets. 

• If evacuating, please bring your pets 
with you. If that is not possible, do not keep 
animals enclosed in a pen or crate and 
make sure to keep pets on the highest floor 
or point of your home. 

• Make a plan of where to go with 
your pet(s). Identify pet-friendly emer-

gency shelters that may be open in your 
area for temporary respite. There are also 
pet-friendly hotels that you may be able to 
locate online. 

• Put together an emergency go-bag of 
all your pets’ essential items, such as med-
ications, food, bowls, leash, crate, toys, 
blankets, and identification tags. It’s also 
pertinent to have your animal’s vaccination 
and medical records handy, including their 
microchip number, together inside a wa-
terproof, sealed bag. Keep the bag as close 
to the door so that if you need to evacuate 
immediately, you can grab your pet and the 
bag and leave. 

• Identify a neighbor who has access 
to your home and can grab your pets and 
their go bag if you are not home during a 
flooding event. 

• Close all windows and doors. 
• Do not attempt to walk through flood-

water. As little as six inches of moving wa-
ter can knock you and your pet down. 

• Do not  allow your pet to drink any 
floodwater. Floodwater is polluted with 
chemicals, sewage and other harmful de-
bris and foreign materials that are harmful 
to your pet. 

• Do not assume your pet can swim. An-
imals can panic if put in a situation that 
they are too stressed to handle. 

• Do not  drive through water or even 
over bridges that sit above fast-moving 
water, as they can collapse at a moment’s 
notice. 

• Do dry off a pet as quickly as possible.  
Wetness can cause bacterial growth and in-
flammation on their skin. 

Don’t have a pet? Now is the perfect 
time to adopt or foster a pet in need. Shel-
ters across the country are at capacity due 
to less people choosing the adoption op-

tion. Every time you adopt, you are saving 
two lives: the life of the pet you are bringing 
home, as well as opening space for another 
homeless dog or cat to be taken in by shel-
ters and rescue groups. To learn more, vis-
it bestfriends.org.

BBB Tip: Surveys for money, what to know before signing up 
If you want to earn extra cash, tak-

ing surveys online is a good side hustle. 
Survey platforms, such as  Survey Junk-
ie  and  Swagbucks  (both BBB Accredited 
Businesses), connect brands with survey 
takers in their target demographics. For 
example, a toy company may want feed-
back from moms of young children. In re-
turn, survey takers earn cash, gift cards, or 
point rewards from the platform.

However, as with any service, do your 
homework before signing up. Here’s what 
you should know before using a paid sur-
vey platform.

Tips for safely using online survey sites
• Know how you will be paid - and how 

much. Most survey sites use a point system 
to pay you for surveys. Once points add up, 
you can redeem them for gift cards or cash 

out through PayPal or another digital wal-
let app. You should expect to make a few 
dollars an hour. If a site promises you’ll 
get rich by taking surveys, it’s probably a 
scam.

  • Check site reviews before signing 
up.  Look at reviews for the mobile app 
on BBB.org or through an online search. If 
you notice people reporting scams, inap-
propriate use of personal information, or a 
failure to deliver payments, steer clear.

• Review the privacy policy.  Make sure 
the website has a privacy policy and read 
it carefully. It should be easy to understand 
how your data will be used. This is espe-
cially important since you’ll likely share 
personal information while taking surveys. 

• Be cautious with your personal 
data.  Most survey sites will ask you for 

your date of birth, ZIP code, living ar-
rangements, medical issues, and more. 
Make sure you feel comfortable sharing 
that kind of information. If a survey asks 
you for your Social Security number, driv-
er’s license number, bank account infor-
mation, or credit card number, leave the 
survey immediately.

• Think twice before signing up for 
free trials. Some survey sites will give you 
bonus points or extra payouts for sign-
ing up for free trials or emails. This may 
mean entering your credit card informa-
tion. Thoroughly research the company 
offering the free trial before you sign up 
or hand over your email address. Under-
stand that the survey site is unlikely to 
take responsibility for how the third par-
ty uses your information. 

  • Make sure your antivirus is up to 
date. Should a reputable survey send you 
to a not-so-reputable third-party site to 
take a survey, your antivirus can alert you 
to dangers before it is too late. Run regu-
lar scans on your device and always install 
updates right away.

• Don’t pay to take surveys. You should 
never have to pay to take a survey. If a 
survey site charges you a fee to sign up, it 
could be a scam. 

• Watch out for survey scams.  Fake 
surveys  and surveys that  offer valuable 
gifts  for a few minutes of your time are 
just two scammers’ favorite tactics to get 
their hands on your personal information. 
Know how each scam works so you can 
recognize them immediately if you are 
targeted.

Support your local 
newspaper with the 
holiday gift that 
keeps on giving!
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RE-ELECT
NICK BOLDYGA

State Representative

 He’s 
 Working 
 For Us!

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE 

BOLDYGA CMTE

By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Early voting will end 

on Friday, Oct. 30, but after just one 

week, it has been a rousing success.

The Agawam Senior Center has 

been buzzing with activity since ear-

ly voting started. With the ongoing 

pandemic and essentially all pro-

gramming shut down at the center, it 

was the perfect location to hold early 

voting.

Voting has been held during regu-

lar business hours since Oct. 17, along 

with some special weekend hours, in-

cluding Sundays.
In all there have been nearly 6,000 

ballots cast already.
Town Clerk Vincent Gioscia re-

ported Monday that between early 

voting and mail-in ballots, 5,917 have 

been received and counted toward 

Agawam’s voting tally.

It represents a “turnout” of ap-

proximately 26 percent of the total 

voting population in Agawam. Typ-

ical presidential elections can draw 

at least between 40 and 60 percent of 

the registered voters, but with early 

and mail-in voting, it is possible for 

the town to shatter that expectation, 

especially when in-person voting oc-

curs on Nov. 3, and numbers from the 

second week of early voting are all 

considered.
Gioscia mailed out approximate-

ly 6,000 mail-in ballots for a variety 

Early voting is set up at the Agawam Senior Center last week. Early voting goes through Friday, Oct. 30, then voters can go to their respective 

voting precincts on Tuesday, Nov. 3. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Early, mail voting 
successful in first week

VOTE  ❙  page 2

By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – While most eyes in 

the country are on the very contro-

versial 2020 presidential election be-

tween incumbent President Donald 

Trump and challenger, former Vice 

President Joe Biden, there are also lo-

cal elections being decided when vot-

ers are invited to the polls for a final 

time on Tuesday, Nov. 3.

State Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, 

R-Southwick, will defend his seat 

against Democrat and Agawam 

School Committee member Kerri 

O’Connor.
Boldyga was elected in 2010 when 

he defeated now-Agawam City Coun-

cil Rosemary Sandlin. Boldyga has 

overcome Democratic challengers in 

every election since becoming state 

representative, including twice de-

feating Samuel DiSanti and once de-

feating Sandlin.
Boldyga is a resident of Southwick 

and was formerly a police officer in 

Connecticut. He also served on the 

Southwick Select Board before being 

elected to the state legislature.

Boldyga is one of just a few Repub-

licans in a Democratically-dominated 

state legislature.
Boldyga has touted having advo-

cated for not raising taxes and work-

State representative, senate seats on the line in Nov. 3 election

ELECTION  ❙  page 2

Josiah Bass-Collins dribbles up the field at Westfield High 

School during a recent game. More photos on page 8. PHOTO BY 

DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Falls sports continue

By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – While cas-

es are on the rise for coro-

navirus in Massachusetts 

and many other parts of the 

country, Agawam has not 

quite felt the impact.

However, in the past two 

weeks, like many towns, 

Agawam has seen a slight 

uptick in cases and is in 

danger of seeing its COVID 

rate rise above eight cases 

Only small increases in 

COVID cases locally

COVID  ❙  page 2

PAID FOR BY THE 

BOLDYGA COMMITTEE

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

REP. NICK BOLDYGA HAS A PROVEN TRACK RECORD
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations
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Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10

Selectmen 
set STM 
for Nov. 21

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

BARRE – The Barre Board of 
Selectmen set the date for a Special 
Town Meeting for Saturday, Nov. 
21 at 10 a.m.

At the Oct. 19 meeting, select-
man chair Gregory O’Sullivan said 
the STM needed to be held before 
the tax rate was set. In order to have 
tax bills out by Dec. 31, the tax rate 
must be set by Dec. 1. He said if 
the deadline was not met, estimated 
tax bills would be sent out. 

O’Sullivan said the board would 
seek input from the tax collector 
on how collections were going. He 
said if revenue was short, the town 
might want to access funds before 
setting the tax rate.

Town accountant, Jean Joel, 
heard from the Department of 
Revenue the town needed to revote 
free cash expenditures voted at 
the annual town meeting because 
the town held its ATM after June 
30. O’Sullivan said he thought 
towns had an extension from the 
Governor. The board asked Town 
administrator Jessica Sizer to check 
into this.

Town administrator Sizer said 
the budget was $81,417 short and 
needed an article using free cash at 
an STM. Chair O’Sullivan said he 
thought the budget was balanced 
at the ATM and asked her to check 
into this.

Selectman vice-chair Matthew 
Urban said if the town has to revote 
the free cash votes taken at town 
meeting, the article for the ambu-
lance purchase could be changed 
from free cash to borrowing. 
O’Sullivan said the contract for 
the ambulance, which was already 
ordered, specified funding from 
free cash. 

Selectman Urban said if opening 
up a STM warrant, they should ver-
ify with department heads if they 
have any critical purchases and list 
them. 

Moderator Joshua Smith said 
if the meeting were held Tuesday, 
Nov. 24 it would be unlikely to 
get the 50-voter quorum so near 
Thanksgiving. Selectman Urban 
said the meeting did not have to 
be a Tuesday and could be held 
Saturday, Nov. 21 in the high 
school gym. The moderator said 
the meeting could be held in the 
high school parking lot and every-
one dress warm. The board voted 
to open the STM warrant Thursday, 
Oct. 22 at 7 a.m. and close at 5 p.m. 

CMRPC alternate
The board decided to wait until 

its next meeting, Nov. 2 before 
selecting an alternate to represent 
the town at Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission. 
Planning board member Doug 
Martin is the representative. 
Anyone interested in serving, as an 
alternate should contact the town 
administrator.

Collective bargaining 
representative

According to the Quabbin 
Regional School District agree-
ment, one member from the five-
town select boards, represent the 

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

The last day for early voting in 
Barre is Thursday, Oct. 29 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Henry Woods 
Building, 40 West St. 

The last day for early voting in 
person in Oakham will be Friday, 
Oct. 30 from 10 a.m. to noon in the 
voting room at the Oakham Town 
Hall. 

Polling locations for 
coverage towns include: 

Barre
Precinct 1
Barre Senior Center
557 South Barre Road
Precinct 2
American Legion Post 2
450 South Barre Road
Hardwick
Hardwick Elementary School
Rte. 32

Hubbardston
Hubbardston Center School
8 Elm St.
Enter through gymnasium door

Oakham
Oakham Town Hall
2 Coldbrook Road
Voting room

Petersham
Lower Town Hall
Main Street

Rutland
Precinct 1 and 3
Naquag Elementary School
285 Main St.
Precinct 2
Rutland Public Library
280 Main St.
Candidates for president and 

vice president are Biden and Harris 
- Democrat, Hawkins and Walker 
- Green Rainbow, Jorgensen and 
Cohen - Libertarian and incumbents 
Trump and Pence - Republican. 
Edward J. Markey of Malden, the 
incumbent, for Senator in Congress 
has  a  Republ ican chal leng-
er, Kevin J. O’Connor of Dover.  
Candidates for Representative in 
Congress Second District are James 

Scarecrows line Main Street

Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer

Just in time for Halloween, these scarecrows keep watch along Main Street in Hubbardston in front of the Hubbardston 
Center School. 

Voters go 
to the polls 
Nov. 3

Hardwick suggests ballots go to Town Hall, not put in mail

American 
Legion to 
hold Veterans 
Day ceremony

BARRE – Barre Post  2, 
American Legion, will be com-
memora t ing  Ve te rans  Day 
Wednesday, Nov. 11 at Veterans 
Park (North Common), promptly 
at 11 a.m. for a brief ceremony. 
Participants will muster at 10:45 
a.m. on site, all veterans are invit-
ed and encouraged to join the 
ranks. All townspeople are cor-
dially invited to attend.

Turn your clocks back 
one hour on Nov. 1

Turley Publications Courtesy Photos

The Christmas in Barre Committee held its annual craft fair last 
Saturday, Oct. 24. Usually, the craft fair is held in the Barre Town 
Hall in December, but it was rescheduled to October so it could be 
held outside on the Barre Common.

Holiday craft fair happens in October

This vendor at the craft fair in Barre sells har-
vest and Thanksgiving items. Everyone followed 
COVID-19 precautions including social distancing 
and wearing masks.

HARDWICK – Ballots for the 
Nov. State Election will be mailed 
to those who submitted an appli-
cation as soon as the ballot kits 
are delivered to the Town Clerk’s 
office. Any Hardwick resident 
who voted in the September pri-
mary is automatically added to 
receive a ballot for the November 
election.

Per United States Postal 
Service policy, ballots that are 

being mailed to residents must 
be processed through the USPS 
facility in Hartford, Connecticut, 
instead of being personally deliv-
ered to each individual post office 
in Hardwick, Wheelwright, and 
Gilbertville.

It is strongly recommended 
that voters drop off their com-
pleted ballots in the Official Drop 
Box at the Myron E. Richardson 
Building, 307 Main St. in the 

Gilbertville section of town 
instead of mailing through the 
USPS.

Ballots mailed back from any 
of the village post offices will 
have ballots sent to Hartford, 
Connecticut, then to Springfield, 
then back to the Gilbertville post 
office. This is a time frame that 
could take up to one week from 
the time it is mailed.

The Official Drop Box will be 

monitored and emptied each busi-
ness day and tracking information 
should be available later in the 
evening.

Please do not call the Town 
Clerk unless it has been more than 
two business days since the ballot 
was dropped off at the Official 
Drop Box and the www.trackmy-
ballotma.com website isn’t updat-
ed. Most times it is merely a sys-
tem update waiting to happen.w

in Hubbardston

See BARRE , page 6

See VOTING, page 6

By Jonah Snowden
jsnowden@turley.com

WALES – Despite the hard-
ships of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Wales Public Library contin-
ues to stay strong and serve the 
public.

Because of a relatively small 
number of COVID-19 cases in the 
town – five since Oct. 22, accord-
ing to Mass.gov – Wales Library 
Director Nancy Baer said they can 
allow patrons to enter the building 
and browse the stacks.

“We were not closed for very 
long,” Baer said. “I talk with the 
Board of Health regularly. If ev-
erybody wears their masks and 
wash their hands and the books 
are in a bag to quarantine when 
they’re done with it, we’re going 
to be open.” 

Since the library reopened in 
June, a few months after the pan-
demic began, programs such as the 
annual summer reading program 
had to be altered. 

“There was no good reason 
for us not to open,” Baer said. 

“Unfortunately, we didn’t do 
much for [school-oriented read-

COMMUNITY

MONSON BUSINESS SPORTS

Monson boys
track take win

Driving school
new owners

Changing of 
the guard
Page 2 Page 5 Page 9

The Journal Register 
S E R V I N G  P A L M E R ,  M O N S O N ,  B R I M F I E L D ,  H O L L A N D  &  W A L E S

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com October 29, 2020   ❙   Vol. CLXIX,  No. 40   ❙   $1.00 www.journalregister.turley.com

ENVIRONMENTAL

Todd is committed to our communities. 
As the Ranking Member of the Committee on Ways and Means, he has helped to lead the effort to increase 
local aid and education funding in the state budget. Todd is a champion for our seniors, veterans and sports-
men and works tirelessly to make Massachusetts a better place for our children and our families.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT TODD SMOLA

TODD
SMOLA

By Michael Harrison
mharrison@turley.com

PALMER – The public had its 
first in-depth look at the draft study 
of building a rail link connecting 
Pittsfield to Boston with sever-
al stops along the way, including 
Palmer. 

Reaction was mixed.
MassDOT officials walked 

anyone interested through the entire 
draft, which included three alter-
natives culled from about a couple 
dozen, in a 90-minute presentation 
streamed on Zoom last Thursday 
evening. It was open to the public 
and anyone could attended the vir-
tual meeting through the app, or 
dial in by phone. There were op-
portunities to ask questions or make 
a comment. Some local attendees 
aren’t happy with the draft’s rider-
ship projection, saying the metrics 
used drastically underestimated 
the count. MassDOT suggests that 
a more expensive high-speed rail 
would boost the ridership forecast. 

Local advocates want the state 
to create a service that wouldn’t be 
as fast, but would come online fast-
er and at a lower cost than a high-
speed rail. They insist there would 
be enough riders to justify building 
it.

That estimated ridership num-
ber could be revised in the final re-
port due out Nov. 30 and if not, it 
could be included in one of several 
subsequent reports MassDOT rec-
ommends.

Release of the draft study start-
ed the clock on a 30-day public 

comment period that ends Nov. 19.
“There’s a lot to celebrate, but 

there are a lot of significant gaps 
and one is the ridership estimates 
are too low,” state Sen. Eric Lesser 
said after the presentation. “Hope-
fully they’ll take that back and 
make those updates.”

Lesser, Sen. Anne Gobi, along 
with town officials and citizen ad-
vocates, have been ushering the idea 
of the new rail line through the ear-
ly planning phase while working to 
build support both at the grassroots 
level, in the Legislature, and with 
the state’s congressional delegation.

“Experts have weighed in and 
said the ridership estimates are not 
accurate and need to be revised,” 

Lesser said.
“They used the Hartford to 

Springfield rail as one of their met-
rics for comparison. No one would 
compare Hartford-Springfield to 
Boston-Pittsfield. Boston is a much 
bigger city and significantly more 
congested.”

Ben Hood, co-founder of Citi-
zens for a Palmer Rail Stop, is sim-
ilarly peeved by the metrics and the 
ridership projections. Both he and 
Lesser said they suspect MassDOT 
is purposely low-balling the number 
so it can ultimately be used as an 
excuse to scrap the project.

“It’s not comparable,” Hood 
said this week.

“Now [MassDOT) is play-

ing this game that ‘we studied it 
and now we want to study it some 
more.’ Fundamentally, you need to 
shift the discussion to getting this 
train service at a reasonable cost so 
we can get it started. It’s outrageous 
that you can’t connect the three 
largest cities in New England.”

Hood said an earlier draft had 
even lower rider projections that 
were vigorously challenged.

“They were four-to-five times 
lower then and the only reason they 
went higher was because of the ab-
solute push-back by planners from 
around New England,” Hood said.

He takes solace in the hope that 
there will be a massive federal in-
frastructure plan in the near future 
and that some of the funding will be 
earmarked toward construction of 
a Boston to Pittsfield railroad. U.S. 
Rep Richard Neal has previously 
said he’s in favor of it.

“I think the biggest person we 
need to work with right now is Con-
gressman Neal,” Hood said. “He is 
the key.”

The Western Mass Rail Coali-
tion, which is in favor of a moderate 
speed train that would travel in the 
neighborhood of 90 mph and could 
be completed faster and cheaper 
than a high-speed rail, envisions six 
round trips a day between Boston, 
Framingham, Worcester, Palmer, 
Springfield, Hartford and New Ha-
ven with connecting trains from 
Springfield to Chester, Pittsfield and 
Albany, New York. 

Turley Publications photos by Jonah Snowden

“The Patchens family gets creative with their pumpkin carving at Saturday’s Pumpkin Path event. More photos on page 8.

Residents 
encouraged 
to display 
patriotic 
themes

By Jonah Snowden
jsnowden@turley.com

PALMER – Due to COVID-19, 
the Veteran Services Department will 
not have the opportunity to host an 
in-person Veterans Day Celebration. 
However, Veterans Agent Troy Brin 
said the town is still encouraging resi-
dents to decorate their homes in patri-
otic themes from Nov. 1 to Nov. 15.

Veterans Day is Nov. 11.
Brin said the significance of this 

15-day observance is “to honor our 
service members, veterans and their 
families for their service and sacrifice 
to our great nation.” 

 “Facebook users can go to the 
department’s page for inspiration,” 
Brin said.

“An event will be placed on the 
Veteran Services Department Face-
book page encouraging people to 
share photos of their decorations and 
sending a message to our veterans,” 
he said. “Additionally, anyone who 
would like to record a short video 
thanking our service members and 
veterans for their service can email 
to me and I will post it on the Veter-
an Service Department’s Facebook 
page.” 

A gourd time was had by all Holland 
gets over 
$250G to 
combat 
runoff into 
lake

By Jonah Snowden
jsnowdne@turley.com

HOLLAND – A serious run-
off issue affecting Hamilton Res-
ervoir will be addressed thanks to 
the town’s share of $1.4 million in 
grants distributed across the Com-
monwealth to combat water pollu-
tion.

Six projects are in the works in 
areas where stormwater runoff and 
erosion are negatively impacting 
lakes and other waterways. In Hol-
land, which was awarded $256,871, 
runoff from Mountain Road and 
Sandy Beach will be mitigated.  

State Rep. Todd Smola (R-War-
ren) applauded the distribution from 
federal EPA funds.

“I’d like to commend the Town 
of Holland and MassDEP for all 
they do to protect Hamilton Res-
ervoir,” Smola said in a statement. 
“Access to clean water doesn’t hap-
pen on its own and I am very appre-
ciative of their efforts.”

The project in Holland received 
the second highest amount of the 
EPA-funded grants. The Massachu-

COMMUNITY

Turley Publications staff photo by Jonah Snowden

Wales Public Library, located on 77 Main St.

Few COVID cases lets 
Wales Library host patrons

EAST-WEST RAIL REPORT

Advocates dispute numbers, tell MassDOT to go forward

Courtesy photo

Supporters of a proposed east-west rail link to and from Boston to Pittsfield 
that includes stops in Springfield and Palmer say ridership projections from 
MassDOT are too low.

HOLLAND   ❙   page 7

RAIL  ❙   page 5
WALES   ❙   page 7

VETERANS DAY   ❙   page 7

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2020 www.warerivernews.turley.com

(Plus Supplements) Vol. 134  No. 38 16 Pages $31 PER YEAR - $1.00 A COPYUSPS 666100

SERVING THE WARE REGION  FOR 129 YEARS

• LocaL News   LocaL stories   LocaL advertisers •

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

***ECRWSS***
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Todd is committed to our communities. 
As the Ranking Member of the Committee on Ways and Means, he has helped to lead the effort to increase 
local aid and education funding in the state budget. Todd is a champion for our seniors, veterans and sports-
men and works tirelessly to make Massachusetts a better place for our children and our families.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT TODD SMOLA

TODD
SMOLA

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
Dear Reader:

We are pleased to provide this week’s 
issue of The Ware River News mailed to 
every resident in our coverage area for free 
over the next two weeks. Enclosed you 
will find a remittance form that you may 
submit to either start a new subscription or 

extend your current one. 
We resisted the temptation to take to 

the phones, interrupt your dinner and make 
our subscription pitch. Instead, our pre-
ferred way of continuously growing our 
readership is to share a couple of copies of 
the paper with you, enclose a subscription 
form and await the returns. We’re proud of 

our work and hope you find it brings you 
closer to understanding your community. 
We’re hoping for a good response from 
this campaign because we’ll then be able 
to provide even more value to the local 
businesses that support us.

There are no plans to rest on our lau-
rels. Our pledge is to continue to work 

hard at providing even better local news 
coverage. Your suggestions as to how we 
can do a better job are always welcome. 
We’re a family-owned company with a 
deep commitment to the towns we serve. 
We want to meet, and if possible, exceed 
your expectations.

We’ll be arriving at your home next 

week, too. So please take a moment to 
consider the service we provide and enjoy 
the paper. We hope to be arriving at your 
home every week for years to come. 
Thanks so much. Enjoy the fall season.

Sincerely,
Patrick Turley, Publisher

USDA grant and loan 
may be revoked soon

By Eileen Kennedy
Staff writer 

WARREN – About 50 people 
attended a special meeting of the 
Warren Water District on Oct. 21 
to discuss the possibility the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
may cancel a grant and a loan it 
agreed to provide to build a water 
treatment plant. 

The federal agency has warned 
the district it may “de-obligate” the 
money because it has been unable 
to meet project deadlines due to the 
town’s Sewer Commission refusal 
to approve a sewer tie-in permit for 
the project. The USDA has com-
mitted to a grant for 40%, or about 
$2.24 million of the $5.6 million 
project, with most of the rest to be 
borrowed through the agency in 
the form of a low-interest, 40-year 
loan. 

“This is an amazing amount,” 
said Tighe & Bond Project 
Engineer Jeffrey Faulkner of the 
40% USDA loan. “In my 20-year 
account I’ve not seen a grant this 
high.” He said if the agency de-ob-
ligates the loans it would be dif-
ficult to get another grant, and if 
the district did get one, it probably 
would not be for as much money.

The USDA and the s tate 
Department of Environmental 
Protection have approved the 
project as well as the town’s 
Conservation Commission and 
Planning Board.

The plant would remove iron 
and manganese from Warren’s 
drinking water, which is discolored 

from the minerals. The new plant 
would filter out the minerals and 
capture them before they can be 
oxidized by the chlorine in the sys-
tem.

The whole project must be fin-
ished by May 8, 2022, and the 
USDA sets different timelines that 
must be met for different parts of 
the process.

Agreement
The Sewer Commission and the 

Warren Water District did manage 
to come up with a Memorandum of 
Agreement this summer on a num-
ber of points. The sticking point 
has been who will be responsible 

Warren Water District patrons want action

The Warren Water District, a nonprofit utility com-
pany, held a special meeting to tell its patrons about 
the potential loss of a USDA grant and loan that is 
in jeopardy if it doesn’t receive a sewer system tie-
in connection from the town’s Sewer Commission. 
It needs to build a water treatment plant to address 
minerals that turn the water brown and black.

Selectman David Dufresne criticized the town’s 
Sewer Commissioners during a special meeting of the 
Warren Water District last week. The commission has 
denied a sewer tie-in permit for the district so it can 
build a water treatment plant.

By Dalton Zbierski
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – A culture of 
poor health care, staff shortages 
and a lack of infection control 
measures at the Soldiers’ Home 
in Holyoke led to the COVID-
19- related deaths of at least 
76 elderly veterans this spring. 
On Oct. 20, family members of 
those killed or sickened by the 
unprecedented outbreak testified 
before a Joint Special Legislative 
Oversight Committee at Holyoke 
Community College. 

For the speakers, a sense 
of closure was nowhere to be 
found. Present, however, was a 
platform to address a panel of 
concerned state senators and rep-
resentatives. 

Fighting back tears, loved 
ones emotionally detailed the 
negligent actions, lack of com-
passion and total absence of 
communication that transformed 
Holyoke’s “Gem on the Hill” 
into a facility marred by too 
many deaths. 

Susan Kenney, a Ware resi-
dent, arrived at the podium to 
discuss her father’s last days. 
Charles Lowell, a 78-year-old 
U.S. Air Force veteran, suc-
cumbed to the novel coronavirus 
on April 15.

In the weeks leading to 

Trust 
violated: 
Soldiers’ Home 
hearings depict 
a culture of 
noncompliance  

Budget increased 
for new hire 
process, overlap

By Melina Bourdeau
Staff writer

WARE – In a meeting of the 
Quabbin Health District, com-
posed of Ware, Belchertown 
and Pelham Health Boards, 
Health Director Judy Metcalf 
announced her anticipated 
retirement in April 2021.

Metcalf, who is the third 
Quabbin Health District direc-
tor, told the board her last day 
would be April 21, 2021, but 
she would be on the payroll 
until July 1.

Belchertown Board of Health 
member Ken Elstien suggest-
ed creating a subcommittee to 
begin the search for the posi-
tion.

“I would recommend the 
search committee be appointed 
tonight, that we report back say 
arbitrarily in mid-November, 
get some questions to ask and 
maybe some answers,” he said. 

Members of the search 
committee include Elstien, 
Belchertown Board of Health 

Quabbin 
Health 
Director 
to retire

Turley Publications correspondent photo by Mandy Miller
The White family offered a pop of color and fun with their Trolls-
themed trunk Friday night. See more photos on Page 15.

By Michael Harrison
mharrison@turley.com

PALMER — The public had its 
first in-depth look at the draft study 
of building a rail link connecting 
Pittsfield to Boston with sever-
al stops along the way, including 
Palmer. 

Reaction was mixed.
MassDOT officials walked any-

one interested through the entire 
draft, which included three alter-
natives culled from about a couple 
dozen, in a 90-minute presentation 
streamed on Zoom last Thursday 
evening. It was open to the pub-
lic and anyone could attended the 
virtual meeting through the app, 
or dial in by phone. There were 
opportunities to ask questions 
or make a comment. Some local 
attendees aren’t happy with the 
draft’s ridership projection, saying 
the metrics used drastically under-

estimated the count. MassDOT 
suggests that a more expensive 
high-speed rail would boost the rid-
ership forecast. 

Local advocates want the state 
to create a service that wouldn’t 
be as fast, but would come online 
faster and at a lower cost than a 
high-speed rail. They insist there 
would be enough riders to justify 
building it.

That estimated ridership num-
ber could be revised in the final 
report due out Nov. 30 and if not, it 
could be included in one of several 
subsequent reports MassDOT rec-
ommends.

Release of the draft study start-
ed the clock on a 30-day public 
comment period that ends Nov. 19.

“There’s a lot to celebrate, 
but there are a lot of significant 
gaps and one is the ridership esti-
mates are too low,” state Sen. Eric 
Lesser said after the presentation. 

“Hopefully they’ll take that back 
and make those updates.”

Lesser, Sen. Anne Gobi, along 
with town officials and citizen 
advocates, have been ushering the 
idea of the new rail line through the 
early planning phase while work-
ing to build support both at the 
grassroots level, in the Legislature, 
and with the state’s congressional 
delegation.

“Experts have weighed in and 
said the ridership estimates are not 
accurate and need to be revised,” 
Lesser said.

“They used the Hartford to 
Springfield rail as one of their met-
rics for comparison. No one would 
compare Hartford-Springfield to 
Boston-Pittsfield. Boston is a much 
bigger city and significantly more 
congested.”

Region wants rail expansion

Courtesy photo by Holyoke Community College

Ware resident Susan Kenney 
was the first family member 
to testify about the conditions 
and problems at the Holyoke 
Soldiers’ Home. She lost her 
father, Charles Lowell, to 
COVID-19, and 75 other vet-
erans at the home died of the 
virus as well.

Please see DIRECTOR, page 3

Please see WATER, page 8

Hardwick haunts 
its students

Please see SOLDIERS, page 6

Please see RAIL, page 11

By Shelby Macri

The town held a Special Town Meeting on Monday, Oct. 26, at the Town Hall, where nine articles were discussed amongst the Selectboard and the residents who attended. Though all articles passed with a majority vote, there were two issues that warranted significant discussion during the meeting. 

Voters pass bylaw 
fees, property title

By Mary Kronholm

Last week it was reported that there were 986 new cases of COVID-19 in the state, making the highest case count in five months.
As of Sunday, October 25, there are 1097 cases and 24 deaths in Massachusetts.
As of Monday, October 26, the state’s total again topped with 1,216 cases and Blandford’s total had increased by 10 cases. Until then, Blandford had had only three reported cases, two initially and then one more recently, since March 12.  

COVID, page 7

VOTERS, page 7

Town COVID-19 
cases rise by 10

BLANDFORD

CHESTER

By Peter Spotts

Communication issues continue to be a concern for the Fire Department going forward after the storm earlier this month once again took down the station phones.
Deputy Fire Chief Daryl Springman discussed the issue with the Selectboard during a department update on Thursday, Oct. 22.

“[Jason Connell] was more directly involved. I know he had some issues with communications again. I know our phones went down again,” Springman said. “I know the power company, it took 

Fire Dept. deals 
with comm issues

By Peter Spotts

All grades will return to their classrooms in a hybrid model on Wednesday, Dec. 2, as voted by the Hampshire Regional School Committee on Monday, Oct. 26.

The date is contingent on several factors, including the successful completion of HVAC system repairs, esti-mated to conclude on Nov. 13, with extra buffer time built in after that date in case anything needs to be 

tweaked.
“That date is dependent on successful completion of the HVAC project and we are defining successful as com-pletion of the work by CTC and Jamrog, completion of the written report outlining 

new air exchange rates in each classroom, and adher-ence to the community health metrics as approved by the School Committee,” said School Committee Chairman 

Committee approves students return on Dec. 2

ISSUES, page 8

By Peter Spotts

T h e  m e s s a g e  f r o m Western Massachusetts resi-dents on East-West Rail was loud on clear on Oct. 22 — the time is now to push this project forward.
Members of the public were able to give comments, feedback, and ask questions on the final three alternatives, presented on Oct. 22 during an information session by the Massachusetts Department of transportation via Zoom. Many members of the public 

stressed the project is being bogged down by study after study and there needs to be action.
“We cannot have come this far, after two years’ time and treasure, to be left at the intersection of more study and no action,” said Bob Daley of Chester. “We urge MassDOT to set an 18-month urgency of now timeline for a phase one and deploy exist-ing DMU train sets for daily inter community service in 

SPEED, page 3

STUDENTS, page 3

Public emphasizes rail’s need for speed
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“A mask tells us more than a face.”  —  Oscar Wilde

Devoted to the Needs of the Hilltowns

Country Journal
Becket, Blandford, Chester, Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Huntington, 

Middlefield, Montgomery, Otis, Plainfield, Russell, Sandisfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg, Worthington
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Alternative 4

East-West Rail Alternative 3. 

Alternative 4/5 Hybrid

Residents cast a vote on one of the nine articles during Chester’s special town meeting on Monday, Oct. 26, at the Town Hall. On 

stage, from left, are Town Administrator Kathe Warden, Selectmen John Baldasaro, Barbara Pease Huntoon, and Richard Holzman, and 

Moderator Melvyn Hook. 
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