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Chester ‘Chet’ Szetela passes away
Elected officials 
remember colleague 
and friend

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Former 
School Committee At-Large 
Representative Chester 
“Chet” Szetela, a beloved 
community member and ded-
icated public servant to edu-
cation, passed away at the age 
of 88 on Jan. 12.

Szetela served on the 
School Committee for more 
than two decades from 2022 
to 2024 and was passion-
ate about education, having 
worked for 40 years as a 
teacher, counselor and ad-
ministrator, with 34 of those 
years at the Chicopee Public 
Schools. His inspiration to 
pursue education came from 
his late wife, Susan, who was 
a schoolteacher.

During his time on the 
School Committee, Szetela 
advocated for school safety, 

including training programs 
to prevent bullying and pro-
mote safety preparedness 
and bringing the presence of 
school resource of-
ficers to the schools. 

In October 
2023, Szetela re-
ceived the Life-
time Achievement 
Award from the 
Massachusetts As-
sociation of School 
Committees, rec-
ognizing and hon-
oring him for his 
impact on and 
commitment to stu-
dents, educators and 
public education. October 18, 
2023—the day Szetela re-
ceived the award—was also 
declared Chet Szetela Appre-
ciation Day in the city.

Szetela was also a long-
time board member of the 
Chicopee Housing Authority. 

Szetela was a father 
to seven children, grandfa-
ther to 16 grandchildren and 
great-grandfather to four 
great-grandchildren. 

His daughter, Susan 

Lopes, has also served as an 
At-Large Representative on 
the School Committee, hav-
ing been on the board since 

the late 1990s. 
The Tributes
Mayor John 

Vieau, who’s also 
chair of the School 
Committee, led the 
School Committee 
in a moment of si-
lence on Jan. 21, 
sharing these words 
with the members. 

“The beloved, 
really, the epitome 

of what it means to be 
a member of the Chi-

copee School Committee and 
to care and to have so much 
passion about the school dis-
trict and what we stand for, 
and we’re taking that mo-
ment of silence in the name of 
Chester Szetela,” Vieau said. 
“Rest in peace, my friend.”

In a post on the Mayor’s 
Office Facebook page on Jan. 
16, Vieau also noted Szetela’s 
love for children and impact 
also helped strengthen stu-
dent achievement, expanded 

Advanced Placement oppor-
tunities, promoted curriculum 
innovation and his work “was 
never just a responsibility; it 
was a calling rooted in the be-
lief that education shapes not 
only minds but also futures.”

“As an educator for de-
cades, Chet believed in chil-
dren. He understood that 
students are our future, and 
he devoted his life’s work to 
ensuring they were safe and 
always supported. His deci-
sions were guided by what 
was best for students, and his 
legacy lives on in the count-
less lives he touched through 
his service,” Vieau said. “Chet 
Szetela embodied what it tru-
ly means to be an educator, 
role model, and community 
leader. May he rest in peace. 
Our deepest condolences and 
prayers are with the entire 
Szetela family during this dif-
ficult time.”

Superintendent Dr. Mar-
cus Ware also paid tribute, 
recalling Szetela’s celebra-
tion in 2023 for his lifetime 

City Council to
meet on SeeClickFix

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Congress-
man Richard Neal (D-MA) 
visited the city on Jan. 28 to 
announce $1,092,000 in se-
cured federal funding to sup-
port phase two of the city’s 
Nitrogen Removal Project 
at the wastewater treatment 
plant.

This will continue the 
city’s process of meeting 
modern nitrogen standards 
and help maintain the dis-
charge permit and protect wa-
ter quality in the Connecticut 
River and downstream waters. 

Each summer, elevated 
levels of nitrogen enter the 
Connecticut River and excess 
nitrogen, originating from 
wastewater, contributes to a 
process called eutrophication, 
when excess nutrients stimu-
late excess algae growth.

From there, as algae 
breaks down, bacteria con-
sumes the oxygen in the wa-
ter, creating hypoxia, a con-
dition displacing or killing 
essential aquatic species in-
cluding fish and crustaceans. 
Besides Chicopee, the envi-
ronmental impact also affects 
other downstream communi-
ties including West Spring-
field, Agawam, Springfield 
and Longmeadow. 

Phase one of this proj-
ect was completed in 2022, 
which focused on upgrading 
biological reactors, improv-
ing liquid treatment systems 
and enhancing solids process-
ing. For phase two, the focus 
will be on the primary nitro-
gen reduction component.

The final phase, phase 
three, will include compre-
hensive upgrades and repairs 
to the water pollution control 
plant. 

The funding was made 
available through the Mas-
sachusetts Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund and will be 
administered by MassDEP. It 
was supported by the FY26 
Interior and Environment 
Appropriations Bill that was 
signed into law on Jan. 23.

Mayor John Vieau ex-
plained one of the biggest 
problems with the wastewater 
treatment plant is the nitro-
gen, expressing gratitude for 
the funding. 

“There’s unfunded man-

dates to remove that nitrogen 
level from the aquent that 
leaves the plant and we’ve 
been really focused on that, I 
would say, more so in the last 
five years,” Vieau said. “This 
will help us move forward 
with phase two of removing 
that nitrogen, and I’ll just 
share, the impact of having 
nitrogen aquent levels leaving 
the plant at these high levels 
impacts the aquatic life not 
only in the river, but all the 
way down into Long Island 
Sound.”

Vieau said what it does 
is “actually remove the D.O., 
which is the dissolved oxy-
gen,” and that not only affects 
the aquatic life, “but also the 
passive use of that space of 
the recreational waters is im-
pacted as well.”

“This is a plant that was 
built in the ‘50s and it cer-
tainly isn’t meeting current 
needs because there were no 
concerns around the sewers 
and, I believe, raw sewage 
going into the river, which 
impacts the tributary all the 
way down to Long Island 
Sound and the goal now is to 
get into compliance with EPA 
and it’s about removing nitro-
gen, which is about retention 
time at the plant,” Vieau said. 
“Holding that graywater lon-
ger allows you to get those 

levels to where they need to 
before we were able to send 
them off. So, this will help 
us with those components 
that we need to operate at the 
wastewater treatment plant 
and also to help with meeting 
those aquent discharge lev-
els.”

Neal emphasized “the 
commitment that we made 
to clean air and clean water 
should never be dismissed.”

“If you were asked a 
question, rhetorically, about 
what singularly had done 
more to increase life expec-
tancy across the globe, the an-
swer’s simple. It’s clean wa-
ter. It transformed the world 
and these efforts that we’ve 
made,” Neal said.

Neal also noted the other 
federal dollars that have come 
to Chicopee, which were 
$39.5 million in ARPA mon-
ey, $34.7 million for public 
schools in ARPA money from 
the CARES Act and, now, 
there’s almost $12 million 
that has supported the waste-
water treatment facilities.

“A reminder always—it’s 
almost a civic’s mission—
that this is a congressional-
ly-directed spending appro-
priation. It’s an earmark and 
earmarks are usually trans-
mitted from a local jurisdic-
tion, like the city of Chicop-
ee. The mayor asked for this,” 
Neal said. “The requests for 
earmarking, overwhelmingly, 
come from local government, 
colleges and universities and 
our hospitals. That’s where 
the money overwhelmingly 
goes. Is there a public pur-
pose here? You bet your life. 
Clean air, clean water.”

Neal was happy to sup-
port the funding. 

“A lot of these issues are 
pretty technical in nature, and 
I thought that the mayor’s 
request was right on target,” 
Neal said. 

State Rep. Shirley Ar-
riaga (D-Chicopee) noted 
the city’s state legislators list 
priorities, but also need to be 
mindful of the burden on tax-
payers. 

“This is something that is 
needed,” Arriaga said. “Clean 
water and clean air are vital 
and, yeah, it costs us mil-
lions and millions of dollars. 

Richard Neal announces federal 
funding for wastewater project
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Congressman Richard Neal 
(D-MA) announced on Jan. 28 
that the city of Chicopee will 
receive $1,092,000 in federal 
funding to support phase 
two of the Nitrogen Removal 
Project at the wastewater 
treatment plant. 

Chester “Chet” 
Szetela

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The City 
Council unanimously ap-
proved on Jan. 20 for the 
Public Works, Utilities, 
Water Resource Committee 
to meet with DPW Super-
intendent Elizabette Batista 
about SeeClickFix.

Ward 7 Councilor Wil-
liam Courchesne, who pre-
sented the order, explained 
how there’s “a lot of issues 
with the way SeeClickFix is 
being used and operated by 
the city.’

“So, I want to get some 
answers and give some 
clarification on its use,” 
Courchesne said.

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Jessica Avery shared how 
SeeClickFix came up the 
past weekend during recent 
snow.

“I had some folks reach 
out to me with issues and 
directed them towards that. 

I think it’s a great tool and 
resource that the city can 
use. Not only is it publicly 
available data, but it’s also 
data that we can track and 
also keeps communication 
open and, again, that’s a 
reoccurring theme,” Avery 
said. “So, grateful to Coun-
cilor Courchesne for putting 
this forward and looking 
forward to having deeper 
discussion on this.”

Ward 9 Councilor 
Mary Beth Costello agreed 
with Avery and applauded 
Courchesne for introducing 
the order.

“What I’ve discovered 
is many people don’t even 
know about SeeClickFix, 
and as a matter of fact, 
there was an employee at 
City Hall today that called 
me and asked, ‘What is Se-
eClickFix and how do I get 
on it?’ So, this is a great 
tool. I agree with Council-

Community 
shares photos

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - Earlier 
this week, the first official 
blizzard of 2026 came as 
the city of Chicopee expe-
rienced close to 20 inches 
of snow.

The major storm 
brought power outages, 
school closures and first 
responders coming togeth-
er to assist, and through it 
all, the community looks 
to turn the page as the 
month draws to a close.

The Nor’easter was 
due to a traveling storm 
that affected a majority of 
the country, which start-
ed early Sunday morning, 
and carried well into Mon-
day, culminating in a two-
day blizzard that stretched 
cleanup and restoration 
efforts into Tuesday. 

Throughout this, 
parking bans were also 
enforced after  recent criti-
cism and complaints from 
residents, with the City 
Council also approving at 
their Jan. 20 meeting for 
the Public Works, Utilities 
and Water Resource Com-
mittee to meet with De-

partment of Public Works 
Superintendent Elizabette 
Batista to talk about the 
lack of parking ban en-
forcement.

Assisting through-
out the snowy conditions 
was the DPW, who, de-
spite staffing shortages, 
put forth a valiant effort 
that warranted praise from 
Mayor John Vieau and 
countless others. 

City Council Vice 
President/Ward 6 Coun-
cilor Samuel Shumsky, 
who posted a comment on 
Facebook this past Mon-
day centered around of-
fering a sense of everlast-
ing gratitude to the swift 
response put forth by all 
first responders and all de-
partments: 

“I want to extend my 
sincere thanks to the hard-
working crews at the Chi-
copee Department of Pub-
lic Works for their tireless 
efforts keeping our roads 
safe and passable, and to 
Chicopee Electric Light 
for working around the 
clock to keep the lights 
on and power flowing 
during challenging condi-
tions,” Shumsky said. “I 
also want to recognize our 
first responders—police, 
fire, and EMS—who are 

Snow blankets
Chicopee in

 major snowstorm
PHOTO COURTESY OF BARTHELEMY LOUA

It wouldn’t be the first snowstorm of 2026 without the traditional making of the snowman.

Barley and Echo enjoying the snow. 	 PHOTO COURTESY OF KRISTEN L
See WASTEWATER 
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See CITY COUNCIL 
page 5See SZETELA page 3
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$188
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/29/26-2/4/261/29/26-2/4/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 15/20 COUNT 
HEAD ON, TAIL ON 24 OZ BAG .........

USDA INSP. FROZEN TASTEE CHOICE FAMILY MEAL:

CHICKEN CARBONARA 
or SHRIMP ALFREDO ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE DUCK TRAY PAK ...................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

ea

$477

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SOUPS ON

$222
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS ..................
USDA INSP. FRESH
FOWL CHICKEN
(SOUP CHICKEN) ............... lb

lb
$999

$149

75¢

$499
BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
PICANHA STEAKS

lb
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................$259

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$499
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$177
lb

$999

$799
lb

lb

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAK

Labor Secretary visits Western Mass
Also, a visit in 
Chicopee

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Secretary 
of the Executive Office of 
Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment Lauren Jones visited 
Western Massachusetts on 
Jan. 13 for a roundtable dis-
cussion on higher education 
and workforce development 
and business site tours. 

The business site tours 
were with State Sen. Jake Ol-
iveira (D-Ludlow) and other 
elected officials at Microtek 
in Chicopee and TechFoundry 
in Springfield. 

The roundtable, mean-
while, took place at the 
Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts and 
featured Jones, Oliveira, 
Western Massachusetts leg-
islators, college presidents, 
career center and workforce 
development leaders and 
higher education and work-
force partners discussing how 
to strengthen career pathways 
for college students, expand-
ing paid internships, appren-
ticeships and other work-
based learning opportunities 
and ensuring equitable ac-
cess, policy action opportuni-

ties and funding and creating 
stronger partnerships among 
higher education institutions, 
employers and workforce 
agencies.  

Jones explained she had 
“a wonderful day” in Western 
Mass, praising the Microtek 
team for their mission, hiring 
people with disabilities and 
their work on an inclusive 
workplace. Also, crediting 
Oliveira for the roundtable 
to learn “how, we collabora-
tively, can support two-year 
and four-year institutions and 
their students who are en-
rolled,” and studying in the 
state and keep them in Mas-
sachusetts. 

“And more, in particu-
larly, in this region, know-
ing the needs of employers 
and linking those needs for 
the industries and business 
community to the opportuni-
ties that students can unlock 
while they’re studying in the 
region,” Jones said. 

Jones said the tours and 
roundtable emphasized how 
“workforce is so critical for 
this region and, most certain-
ly, for our state.”

“We have to make sure 
that we understand the needs 
employers have and how we 
can work collaboratively to 
close those workforce skills 
and build a strong labor mar-
ket. We know that we want 

to grow the labor force par-
ticipation in this region, keep 
talent right here and have that 
talent live here and be part 
of the workforce right here,” 
Jones said. “I think this was a 
great visit for me to be able to 
take home and make sure that 
we find more opportunities 
exactly like this in Pioneer 
Valley, in Chicopee, in the 
Greater Springfield area, to 
recognize what works really 
well, but also, more of what 
we can continue to do.”

Oliveira noted the im-
portance of Jones having the 
opportunity to “hear directly 
from leaders in the workforce 
training sector,” industry part-
ners like Microtek and the 
higher-ed community.

“When you look at major 
industries in Western Mas-
sachusetts, we’ve kind of 
touched on the three major 
industries. When you look 
at higher education, which 
provides many jobs for our 
region, the healthcare sector 
that we touched on in all of 
our meetings and what the 
workforce development com-
munity is doing here. But, 
also, manufacturing,” Olivei-
ra said. “We have manufac-
turing that is still a vibrant 
part, a fabric, of the Western 
Mass employment sector and 
Microtek is part of it.”

Oliveira’s takeaways 
were the partnerships, noting 
how there aren’t many bills on 
the workforce development 
side presented on Beacon 
Hill, so the work involves go-
ing out into the communities 
and meeting with employers 
and higher education leaders. 

“They don’t view West-
ern Mass as this distant land 
that’s far outside Boston. 
They’re here regularly and we 
want to make sure that they 
know, the people of Western 
Mass know, that they have 
a partner in their state gov-
ernment in secretaries like 
Lauren Jones but also in the 
Governor’s Office. That they 
understand the challenges 
that we face out here, but also 

the great opportunities that 
exist to grow our economy,” 
Oliveira said.

Oliveira said during the 
tour of TechFoundry, AI was 
discussed, including how to 
incorporate it, along with pol-
icy-making.

“Other states in the coun-
try are beginning to talk about 
regulating AI technology, 
which includes pricing that is 
impacting the consumer,” Ol-
iveira said. “So, now, the state 
of New York is regulating that 
type of industry. In Massa-
chusetts, we’re looking to do 
the same thing and so, I think 
that there are ways that we 
can incorporate AI into our 
workforce, but there are also 
ways in which we need to reg-
ulate better so we protect the 
consumers.”

Jones’s message was this.
“The Healey-Driscoll 

administration really values 
our people and connecting 
our people to workforce op-
portunities and we want to 
make sure that we continue to 
attract, retain and develop our 
people for workforce oppor-
tunities right here in this re-
gion. One of the ways that we 
can do that is lifting up part-
nerships with the legislature, 
partnerships with academia, 
partnerships with employers 
and workforce training pro-
viders,” Jones said. “And to-

day was a great way for me 
to see how we can do that and 
how we continue to do that 
moving forward.”

Oliveira stressed the goal 
of Western Mass legislators is 
to “always bring Boston clos-
er to Western Massachusetts 
and know that Massachusetts 
just doesn’t stop at Worces-
ter.”

“Our legislators look 
through everything that we 
vote on and we look at how 
does it benefit Western Mas-

sachusetts,” Oliveira said. 
“There are people that live 
right here that are involved in 
their state government. Part of 
the roles that we have as legis-
lators is making that connec-
tion with those that are in the 
governor’s administration and 
in executive office and con-
necting them with employers, 
connecting them with higher 
education, connecting with 
the nonprofit world, and that’s 
exactly what we did today.”

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

A group photo of State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), Secretary of the Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Development Lauren Jones, State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee) and Mayor John 
Vieau after their business site tour of Microtek in Chicopee.

A close-up shot of a Microtek employee at work on the 
manufacturing floor. 

An action shot during the Microtek business site tour, with Erin 
Weinman, executive vice president of Microtek, Secretary of the 
Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development Lauren 
Jones, State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), State Sen. Jake 
Oliveira (D-Ludlow), City Councilor-at-Large Jessica Avery and 
Mayor John Vieau watched a Microtek employee at work.

St. Stanislaus School hosting annual auction
CHICOPEE – The St. 

Stanislaus School is hosting 
its Annual Auction in March 
2026 as an online virtual 
event.

The Auction begins on 
March 7 and ends on March 
14.

The Auction is to raise 
funds for a new stage and Per-
forming Arts Fund. During 
these challenging times in our 
world, it is more important 
than ever to have current and 
relevant curriculum available 

in all areas of learning. Our 
goal is to raise $15,000 to 
$20,000 for our school.

The cost of providing a 
quality, safe and health envi-
ronment is higher than ever 
at this time. Your contribution 
will help us to continue to 
provide for the 300 students 
in our school each day.

In order to reach this 
goal, we need donations from 
businesses, parents and in-
dividual benefactors. Please 
consider supporting our event 

by donating a gift certificate, 
monetary donation, merchan-
dise or services. Your compa-
ny will be listed in the bidding 
brochure, and your donation 
will be displayed in the online 
catalogue for bidding.

We hope you will donate 
an item or make a contribu-
tion to help support St. Stan-
islaus School where we be-
lieve that we should “Strive to 
be Servant Leaders for Today 
and Tomorrow.”

Please contact Katherine 

Rorrio at 413-592-5135 or 
email ststanis@saintstans-
school.org if you are able to 
donate. We will gladly have 
someone pick up your contri-
bution. 

Any donations will be 
tax deductible and will be giv-
en a receipt worth the value of 
the donation.

Thank you,
Auction Committee
Katherine Rorrio, Prin-

cipal

Holyoke Community College 
scholarship season open

HOLYOKE - The Holy-
oke Community College 
Foundation is now accepting 
scholarship applications for 
the 2026-2027 academic year.

The application deadline 
is Friday, March 13, 2026. 

Last year, the HCC Foun-
dation awarded 410 scholar-
ships worth about $364,000 
to 379 incoming, current, and 
transferring HCC students. 
Some students received mul-
tiple scholarship awards. The 
average scholarship award is 
typically around $900.

“The scholarship program 
is the flagship initiative of the 
HCC Foundation, and it re-
flects the incredible generosity 
of our donor community,” said 
Amanda Sbriscia, vice presi-
dent of Institutional Advance-
ment and executive director of 
the HCC Foundation. “Every 
scholarship tells two stories - 
one of a donor who believes 
in the power of education, and 
one of a student whose path 
forward is made possible by 
that belief.”

Students must be current-
ly enrolled at HCC or have 
been accepted for the upcom-
ing academic year to be eligi-
ble for scholarships.

Applicants only need to 
fill out a single online form to 
be automatically matched with 
the scholarships they are most 
qualified to receive. There are 
scholarships for new students, 
current students and students 
transferring to other institu-
tions, scholarships based on 
financial need, scholarships 

for students in specific ma-
jors, scholarships for residents 
of certain communities, and 
scholarships that recognize ac-
ademic achievement.

“Last year’s 410 scholar-
ship awards represent 410 op-
portunities for students to fo-
cus on their studies rather than 
financial stress,” said Sbriscia. 
“We’re proud to continue this 
tradition of supporting HCC 
students as they work toward 
their goals.”

To view scholarship op-
portunities and begin the ap-
plication process, please go 
to: www.hcc.edu/scholarships.

The HCC Scholarship 
Resource Center, on the first 
floor of the Donahue Building 
(Room 158), is open Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., to help current and in-
coming students navigate the 
process of applying for schol-
arships.

The HCC Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) that works to ad-
vance the college’s mission, 
vision, and values. Founded in 
1968 as the Friends of Holy-
oke Community College, in re-
sponse to a devastating fire that 
forced the college to rebuild on 
a new campus, the Foundation 
now manages assets of more 
than $20 million, the largest 
community college foundation 
endowment in Massachusetts.

Questions should be di-
rected to the HCC Foundation 
office at 413-552-2182, or by 
email to  scholarships@hcc.
edu.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

City of Chicopee data collection program begins Jan. 27
CHICOPEE - The 

Chicopee Board of As-
sessors is notifying busi-
nesses that data collectors 
from the assessors’ office 
will be visiting all busi-
nesses starting January 
27, 2026 to collect person-

al property information. 
Each data collector will 
carry an official photo 
identification card issued 
by Real Estate Research 
Consultants, Inc. and a 
letter from the Chicopee 
Board of Assessors.

The Department of 
Revenue requires the As-
sessors to visit businesses 
every five years to re-list 
the taxable personal prop-
erty that is used by the 
business.  The data col-
lectors will also confirm 

the legal owner, business 
name and mailing address 
for each location.

Data collectors will 
have identification and 
any questions can be di-
rected to the Assessors’ 
office at 594-1430.
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

CHICOPEE - Each 
month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of 
free programs for children, 
teens, and families. The 
Youth Services Department 
seeks to provide opportuni-
ties for entertainment and 
enrichment that promote lit-
eracy and explore creativity. 
Here is the slate of events for 
February 2026.

Terrific Twos  will be 
held on  Tuesdays, Feb. 3 
and 17 at 10:30 a.m. Terrif-
ic Twos is for two- year-olds 
and their caregivers.  This 
program features about 25 
minutes of structured cir-
cle time, followed by about 
half an hour of semi-struc-
tured playtime. During circle 
time, we will sing songs, do 
rhymes, do some big move-
ments, and read 1 book. The 
book choice rotates between 
either a read aloud picture 
book or a group read of a 
board book. Playtime in-
volves a choice of craft, ac-
tivity, or play. 

Storytime  will be held 
on Thursday, Feb. 5 at 10:30 
a.m.  Storytime is for chil-
dren ages 3-5. This program 
features about 30 minutes of 
structured circle time, fol-
lowed by 15-30 minutes of a 
craft or activity. Circle time 
will include 2-3 read aloud 
books, rhymes, songs, and 
felt boards. Children will be 
encouraged to ask and an-
swer simple questions and 
recognize things like shapes, 
colors, letters, and numbers. 
There will be a puppet show 
in lieu of storytime on Feb-
ruary 19, see below.

Build with 
LEGO  on  Thursday, Feb. 5 
at 4 p.m. Unstructured build-
ing time for kids ages 6 and 
up. 

Sensory Play Satur-
day will be held on Saturday, 
Feb. 7 at 9:30 a.m. Come let 
your babies socialize and ex-
plore sensory play! We will 
have our play area set up 
with some sensory activities 
and other play opportunities. 
For babies 0-24 months and 
their caregivers.

Saturday Playgroup will 
be held on  Saturdays at 1 
p.m.  in February. We›ll put 
out some extra toys in the 
playspace. It’s a great time 
for families with kids of all 
ages to meet up and play.

Little Kid Dance Par-
ty  will be on  Wednesdays, 

Feb. 11 and 25 at 10:30 
a.m.  Moving and grooving 
for kids and their caregivers. 
Geared toward ages 0-5, but 
all are welcome!

45 minutes to one hour 
of energetic activity includ-
ing singing and dancing, 
action rhymes, and playing 
with props like scarves and 
shakers. 

The Kids Room Sewing 
Club  will meet on  Wednes-
day, Feb. 11, from 3:30 to 5 
p.m. Learn basic stitches and 
practice skills by making fun 
projects. Recommended for 
ages six and up. Kids who 
are not familiar with using a 
needle and thread should at-
tend with an adult. Teens are 
welcome.

The library  Homes-
chool Meetup will be on Fri-
day, Feb. 13 at Noon.  This 
group meets once a month 
September - June for home-
schooling families with kids 
of all ages to hang out, do 
activities and learn togeth-
er. Different activities each 
month are planned by the 
group. This month we are 
celebrating Valentine›s Day 
with a card exchange. (No 
candy, please).

February School Vaca-
tion Week is Feb. 17 through 
20

The library will be 
closed for Presidents’ Day 
on Monday, Feb. 16.

Mario Party
Celebrate everyone’s 

favorite plumber and his 
friends! We are turning the 
Kids Room into a Mario Par-
ty game! Come enjoy mini 
games, crafts and more. For 
kids and families of all ages, 
no registration required. Stop 
by the library at any point 
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. on Tues-
day, Feb. 17.

The library will host 
a  Big Kid Dance Par-
ty  on  Wednesday, February 
18 at 10:30 a.m.  A bit like 
our regularly scheduled 
Little Kid Dance Party, but 
geared specifically towards 
elementary age kids. We’ll 
sing and dance and get out 
the rhythm sticks. Caregiv-
ers and younger kids are 
welcome.

The library will host Bin-
go for Books on Wednesday, 
Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. Play bingo 
for a chance to win books. 
Fun for the whole family.

Talking Hands The-
atre  will present their pup-

pet show, Whale Tales, 
on  Thursday, Feb. 19 at 
10:30 a.m. Learn about ani-
mals under the sea with en-
gaging puppets and original 
songs. Great for the story-
time crowd. Kids of all ages 
and caregivers are welcome. 
No registration required.

Join us for a  Craft-
ernoon  where we will 
make Pasta Art on Thursday, 
Feb. 19 at 2 p.m. Create fun 
art using dyed pasta of all 
shapes and colors! For kids 
and families of all ages, no 
registration required.

On  Friday, Feb. 20, 
stop by the Kids Room 
any time during the day to 
contribute to  Community 
Art: Big Coloring.  Help us 
create a mural for our bul-
letin boards! We will have 
paper and all sorts of col-
oring tools available. Stop 
by anytime! For kids and 
families of all ages, no reg-
istration required. 

The Children’s Room 
is a great place to hang out. 
Coloring pages and board 
games are always available. 
There are also some new 
things you can play with 
while you visit. Ask us about 
food toys for the play kitch-
en, building blocks, or the art 
cart.

Teens
Visit the library after 

school and enjoy the Teen 
Space with friends! We’ve 
got board games, puzzles, 
the library’s Switch, and col-
oring to enjoy. 

Anime Club  will be 
on Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 3 
p.m. We’ll be celebrating 30 
years of Pokémon! With the 
franchise’s big three-oh only 
days after Anime Club, we’ll 
be talking about our hopes 
for big announcements and 
enjoying plenty of themed 
activities!

Friday Teen Hang
Join us every Friday af-

ter school in the Teen Space 
for some games and crafts! 
We›ll have the Nintendo 
Switch available to play, 
coloring pages and paper to 
doodle, and more!

Teens are invited to join 
us at LEGO, Sewing Club, 
and 

Visit the library web-
site for more info about 
all of the library’s events! 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

Chicopee Public Library hosts 
programs for kids and families

achievement award; he also 
shared words of comfort to 
Lopes. 

“I was happy to be a part 
of the celebration they did,” 
Ware said. “He will be sadly 
missed. My condolences to 
you and your family.”

City Council Vice Presi-
dent/Ward 6 Councilor Samu-
el Shumsky—who previously 
served on the School Com-
mittee—said Szetela was “not 
just a colleague and a friend, 
but a mentor.”

“When I first ran for 
School Committee, he was 
one of the very first people 
to offer his support, guidance 
and encouragement. He be-
lieved in people, and he never 
hesitated to share his experi-
ence and wisdom with those 
willing to listen,” Shumsky 
said. “Beyond public ser-
vice, I will always cherish 
the many conversations we 
shared about sports, especial-
ly the Red Sox, Patriots and 
Celtics. Those moments of 
laughter, debate and camara-
derie are memories I will car-
ry with me forever.”

Shumsky added he was 
“a legend in our community.”

“I am incredibly grateful 
for the two years I had the 
privilege of sitting beside him 
on the School Committee. As 

a longtime resident of Ward 
6, his dedication to Chicop-
ee and to public service was 
unwavering, and his impact 
will be felt for generations,” 
Shumsky said. “My heart-
felt condolences go out to 
his family, loved ones and all 
who had the honor of know-
ing him. You will be truly 
missed, my friend.”

Councilor-at-Large Joel 
McAuliffe also reflected on 
Szetela’s legacy, sharing con-
dolences on behalf of himself 
and Ward 1 School Commit-
tee Representative Deanna 
Rousseau. 

“Deanna and I extend 
our deepest and most heart-
felt condolences to the Szete-
la family on the passing of 
Chester ‘Chet” Szetela’ — a 
devoted educator, public 
servant and one of the kind-
est men our community has 
known,” McAuliffe said. 
“For decades, Chet served 
the people of Chicopee with 
quiet integrity, humility and 
an unwavering commitment 
to our schools and families. 
His life’s work in education 
and on the School Committee 
reflected a belief that public 
service is, at its core, an act of 
compassion. He led not with 
volume, but with grace, and 
in doing so, earned the re-
spect of colleagues, students, 
and residents alike.”

McAuliffe also noted 
Szetela’s spirit, kindness and 
generosity throughout his life.

“Chet was especially 
generous to those who fol-
lowed in his footsteps. He 
was a steady presence and a 
source of kindness to Deanna 
during their brief time togeth-
er on the School Committee, 
and I will always be grateful 
for the respect and courtesy 
he showed me in every inter-
action we shared,” McAuliffe 
said. “I first met Chet as a 
young and idealistic candi-
date who once challenged 
him for his seat. Even then, he 
embodied the best of public 
life — gracious in disagree-
ment, thoughtful in conver-
sation and unfailingly kind. 
When I called to concede that 
election, Chet and his wife 
thanked me for the call. That 
simple moment captured the 
measure of the man.”

McAuliffe emphasized 
that Szetela’s legacy will live 
on through the community he 
served.

“Chicopee is stronger 
because Chester Szetela 
served. His legacy lives on 
through the countless lives 
he touched, the students he 
championed, and the exam-
ple he set for all who be-
lieve in service above self,” 
McAuliffe said. “May his 
memory be a blessing.”

SZETELA from page 1

DA’s Office speaks with students 
at Litwin Elementary School

CHICOPEE - Staff from 
Hampden District Attorney 
Anthony D. Gulluni’s Com-
munity Safety & Outreach 
(CSO) Unit visited Chicopee’s 
Litwin Elementary School on 
Monday, Jan. 12, to deliver the 
office’s NetSmartz and Social 
Media & Gaming Safety pre-
sentations, emphasizing the 
importance of safe online use.

CSO was joined by four 
members of the Hampden Dis-
trict Attorney’s Youth Adviso-
ry Board (YAB) - high school 
students from across Hampden 
County dedicated to leadership 
and community engagement - 
to lead the presentations, while 
engaging and encouraging 
students to participate through 
helpful hints and discussion 
questions.

The YAB members in-
cluded Cadence Lukasik, a 
Chicopee High School senior 
and former Litwin Elementary 
School student; Cecilia Torres, 
Chicopee High School senior; 
Maliha Awan, East Longmead-
ow High School senior; and 
Samia Awan, East Longmead-
ow High School senior.

The first presentation of 
the day, NetSmartz, was as an 
interactive presentation target-
ed for grades 2 and 3, consist-
ing of internet and real-world 
safety concepts.

The second presentation, 
Social Media & Gaming Safe-
ty, was targeted toward grades 
4 and 5.

During the Social Media 
& Gaming Safety presenta-
tion, the YAB members took 
turns sharing information and 
videos ranging from password 
safety to cyberbullying. Then, 
they provided different scenar-
ios for students, asking ques-
tions such as what to do if a 
person on the videogame Fort-
nite, for instance, asks what 
grade or school the student 
goes to. The answer repeated 
throughout was to tell a trusted 
adult, and do not give out any 
personal information to some-
one you meet online.

At the end of the presen-
tation, the YAB members left 
the group of more than 150 
students with some advice 
on playing sports in middle 
and high school, making new 

friends, and leading with kind-
ness.

“Be kind to everyone,” 
Lukasik shared.

Deputy Director of Com-
munity Safety & Outreach 
Gina Anselmo echoed this 
point, noting that kindness is 
one of - if not the most import-
ant - rule of social media use.

The NetSmartz  and So-
cial Media  & Gaming Safety 
presentations are two of many 
free programs the Hampden 
District Attorney›s Office of-
fers to promote education, 
prevention, and youth empow-
erment across the county. The 
office regularly collaborates 
with schools and community 
partners to support the health 
and safety of young people.

For more information 
about NetSmartz  or the So-
cial Media & Gaming Safety 
presentations, or to request a 
presentation at your school, 
contact Hampden District 
Attorney›s Office Deputy Di-
rector of Community Safety 
& Outreach Gina Anselmo 
at gina.anselmo@mass.gov.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Members of the Hampden District Attorney’s Youth Advisory Board delivered the office’s NetSmartz 
and Social Media & Gaming Safety presentations to students at Litwin Elementary School on Jan. 12.

Rivermills Senior Center Events

 
 

Powerback 
Rehab To-You

CHICOPEE - The 
Council on Aging will host 
Powerback Rehab for Phys-
ical Therapy appointment 
every Monday starting Jan. 
5 at 10 a.m. at RiverMills 
Center, located at 5 W. Main 
Street.

Powerback Rehab To-
You is a mobile therapy 
program that brings care 
directly to you! Powerback 
Rehab will be at RiverMills 
Center for appointments to 
help your recovery whether 
dealing with a recent inju-

ry chronic pain or seeking 
performance enhancement. 
These appointments are 
free. This program is open to 
members 55 and older. There 
are limited appointments, so 
you must register in advance 
at RiverMills or by calling 
534-3698.

SNAP Pop-Up 
Pantry Feb. 10

CHICOPEE - The 
Council on Aging will offer 
a Pop-Up Pantry on Thurs-
day, Feb. 19 at 9 a.m. at Riv-
erMills Center, located at 5 
W. Main Street.

RiverMills Center will 
host two pop-up pantries 
for SNAP recipients, age 
55 and older. As a SNAP 
outreach partner with the 
Department of Transitional 
Services, RiverMills recog-
nizes the need for additional 
nutritional assistance. Only 
Chicopee residents who are 
current SNAP recipients 
age 55+ with a valid EBT 
card are eligible to sign up 
for the free bag of groceries.  
Registration for the Feb. 19 
pantry opens Tuesday, Feb. 
17. Participation is limited 
to the first 125 participants. 
Please call Stephanie Tarrant 
at 534-3698 ext. 120 to reg-
ister. 



January 30, 2026Page 4 Chicopee Register

IN THE CITY

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

Chicopee Register

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs or 
other materials submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned except upon 
specific request when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President 

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Chicopee Register

WEB
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

TEAM

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

Snowy owl
In late December of last 

year and early January of this 
year, a snowy owl has been 
seen at Northampton Airport 
and in a cornfield. 

qThe snowy owl is an ir-
ruptive species from the tun-
dra. Usually, it is the young 
snowy owls that head this 
way. There have been reports 
of snowy owls at Plum Island 
this month. Logan Airport is 
another common location for 
them.

The  snowy owl is  large 
and white. The mature males 
have a lot of white. Females 
and juveniles have dark 
brown and black barring. 
Living in the Arctic, it is well 
adapted to cold with dense 
feathers including feathers on 
their feet. They hunt rodents 
like lemmings in open tun-
dra. They have exceptional 
sight and hearing. 

Their flight is silent 
allowing them to catch un-
suspecting prey. They hunt 
during the day, a rarity for 

most owls. They expand south 
during winter food scarcity in 
the tundra. It is one of North 
America’s heaviest owls with 
a wing span of 4.5 to 5.5 feet. 

They are generally sol-
itary, but form pairs. They 
build nests in the ground in 
shallow scrapes. The female 
lays three to 11 eggs, the 
number of eggs depending on 
food availability. Males bring 
food and the females incu-
bate and feed the chicks. 

Helping owls
Here are some tips if you 

see a snowy owl. Keep a safe 
distance to observe quietly. 
Do not play bird calls from 
your phone or other device. 
Don’t feed the owls. Avoid 
flashes when taking photos. 
Keep noises to a minimum. If 
you find an injured owl: con-
tact your state wildlife agen-
cy or local rehabilitator. If 
you find a dead owl: contact 
your state wildlife agency.

Also people should 
avoid using rodenticides; 
they are poisonous to birds 
and other animals even a pet.. 
If an owl or other birds of 
prey eat a rodent that ingest-
ed, it will kill them. 

Evening grosbeaks
A Worthington resi-

dent reported a friend saw 
two evening grosbeaks on 
Tuesday, Jan. 6. He said in 
his email he remembered 

when they used to be in giant 
flocks. He asked if they were 
were rare out my way. I have 
not seen evening grosbeaks 
in sometime. Other people in 
Central Massachusetts have 
seen them recently. The Mas-
sachusetts Audubon Society 
reported six evening gros-
beaks in North Brookfield. 

Mass. Audubon
sightings

Recent Mass Audubon 
sightings include western 
grebes, eared grebes, tufted 
ducks and sandhill cranes as 
well as an unusual visitors, 
a scissor-tailed flycatcher, a 
rare state record and a rosy-
billed pochard, Other sight-
ings include goldeneye, mer-
gansers, horned larks, and 
wintering raptors like North-
ern harriers in Massachusetts 
in early January.

On Jan. 6 and again on 
Jan. 13 a male King Eider 
was seen among thousands 
of common Eiders in North 
Chatham. A Pacific loon and 
over 400 razorbills were at 
Race Point in Provincetown. 

Brimfield resident
A Brimfield resident 

sent an email on Jan. 6 that 
he received a preliminary to-
tal for the Springfield Christ-
mas Bird Count, which was 
66 species, a few below the 
average. He also said, “We 
occasionally see them in the 
yard and sometimes hear the 
barred owls calling.”

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Ga-
zette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

If you are sick and tired 
of winter, and want to get 
the gardening season going 
already, why not sow some 
onion seeds? 

Onions are the first seeds 
I sow each year and I always 
welcome this task as a true 
harbinger of spring! Many 
gardeners only know of grow-
ing onions from sets, but you 
can indeed start them from 
seed, both indoors in the gar-
den. 

Read on for more infor-
mation on growing onions 
from start to finish, right out 
of the archives.

First it’s important that 
we “understand the onion,” in 
other words, come to know its 
life cycle. Onions are bienni-
al.  

We are all familiar with 
biennial flowers like fox-
glove, hollyhock and Canter-
bury bells, who develop foli-
age the first year of their lives 
and bloom and set seed in the 
second, but few gardeners to-
day ever experience a biennial 
vegetable. That wasn’t always 
the case.  Just visit the Free-
man Farm at Old Sturbridge 
Village where in the summer 
you will see beets, parsnips, 
onions and more in year two 
of their life cycle, complete 
with seed heads.  

As the seeds ripen, 19th 
century gardeners would have 
stored them away for use the 
following spring.  

So then, if the onion is 
a biennial and its goal is to 
make seeds the second season 
of its life, what is it trying to 
accomplish in its first?  Exact-
ly what you and I want:  a big 
bulb!  

The bulb is the food stor-
age unit for the plant during its 
dormancy period- the winter 
between years one and two. 
A big bulb gives the second 
year plant a good head start 
and almost always direct-
ly relates to increased seed 
production as compared to 
smaller bulbs.  

For me, understanding 
this concept was one of those 
“ah ha” gardening moments. 
It all really came together 
when I recognized that big 
bulbs are a direct result of 
lush topgrowth.  

Just imagine the green 
part of the plant photosyn-
thesizing, drawing in all of 
that wonderful energy from 
the sun and turning it into a 
big, fat onion! Luckily, we 
gardeners can provide just 
the right conditions for lush 
top growth.

Get an early start  
All onions have a built-

in mechanism that triggers 
“bulbing up” in response to 
warmer temperatures and 
increased daylight hours. 
Likewise, as daylight begins 
to decrease, the onion is cued 
into dormancy. 

If lush tops are our first 
goal, we have to get our on-
ions in early, so that they 
achieve lots of top growth be-
fore being prompted to bulb 
up. Those of us who garden 
in the north choose “long 
day” onions, while southern 
gardeners opt to grow “short 
day” types.  

Long day onions bulb up 
when day length reaches 14-

16 hours per day; short day 
begin at 12-13 hours. If we 
plant short day in our locale 
we’d end up with fat scal-
lions, but not much more, so 
choose accordingly.  

Reputable seed compa-
nies will list the type of onion 
it is next to the variety name, 
or feature them under appro-
priate headings.

Choose your method 
There are three ways on-

ions can be grown: by seeds 
sown directly in the garden, 
from transplants started in-
doors, or from sets, which 
are tiny onions. One huge ad-
vantage of utilizing seeds is 
the variety at your disposal as 
compared to sets.  

They are also less ex-
pensive. Some folks even 
argue that onions sown from 
seed store longer.  The rest of 
this article will be devoted to 
starting onion seeds indoors, 
which is best accomplished 
in late January through Val-
entine’s Day- good news for 
those of you itching to get 
your hands “dirty!”

Onion seeds are sown in-
doors in small flats filled with 
moist soilless growing medi-
um. Spacing can be a little 
closer than prescribed for 
outdoor germination, with 
sowing at ¼” apart. The use 
of heat mats set at 72 degrees 
is helpful, but not entirely 
necessary; regular room tem-
peratures will also encourage 
sprouting. 

Supplemental lighting 
is vital, however, so that the 
onions grow straight and 
strong. Once onions are up, 
thin seedlings ½” to 1” apart 
from one another – onions 
hate competition, so this step 
is important!  

I generally cut out the 
extras using scissors, right at 
the soil line so as not to dis-
lodge the roots of those we 
are growing on. As the seed-
lings continue to grow, keep 
them trimmed at 3” tall; this 
will encourage strong roots 
and a straight, bulky plant.  

About a month prior to 
the last frost, the transplants 
should be hardened off for a 
week by gradually acclima-
tizing them to outdoor con-
ditions. When they are ready, 
seedlings are sunk into 1” 
furrows 3-4” apart and wa-
tered carefully; they can be 
protected from sun and wind 
off and on for the first week 
should it seem necessary; 
here a floating row cover sup-
ported by wire hoops would 
come in handy, but old pots 
or trays would work fine too.  
Additional rows should be 
one foot apart.

Stayed tuned for part 
two of this column next 
week, and extra-large onions 
will be yours come fall!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Sow onion seeds 
to get the season started

I’m divorced; can I get benefits from my ex-husband?
Dear Rusty: 

After 16 
years of mar-
riage, we were 
divorced. I have 
never remarried, 
but he has. When 
he starts collect-
ing Social Security (he is 64 
now and still working), is it 
true that I can claim ex-spou-
sal benefits or does that go to 
the current wife? How would I 
find this info? 
Signed: A Divorced Spouse 

Dear Divorced Spouse: 
The fact that your 

ex-husband has remarried has 
no influence on your ability to 
collect benefits based on his 
record. If you are eligible for 
ex-spouse benefits (because 
you did not remarry), you can 
get those benefits regardless 
of whether his current wife 
collects benefits on his re-
cord. In other words, both you 
and his current wife can both 
collect spousal benefits from 
your ex-husband’s earnings 
record.  

Your eligibility for an ex-
spouse benefit is determined 
by comparing your own SS 
retirement benefit amount at 
full retirement age (FRA) to 
his – if your own SS benefit at 
your FRA is less than 50% of 
your ex’s FRA benefit entitle-
ment, and you were married 
to your ex for more than 10 
years, are not currently mar-
ried and are at least 62 years 
old, then you can get a “spou-
sal boost” (an amount added 

to your own Social Security 
retirement amount). In fact, 
if you have been divorced for 
over two years, you can get an 
ex-spouse benefit even though 
he is not yet receiving his own 
SS retirement benefit. 

Be aware, however, if 
you claim any Social Securi-
ty benefit (both your own SS 
retirement amount and your 
ex-spouse “spousal boost”) 
before you reach your full 
retirement age, the month-
ly amount you get will be 
reduced according to how 
much before your full retire-
ment age you claim. Spouse 
and ex-spouse benefits reach 
maximum at your full retire-
ment age but are reduced if 
claimed earlier than your 
full retirement age. Claim-
ing your benefits as an ex-
spouse will also result in you 
receiving your own SS retire-
ment benefit (reduced if you 
haven’t yet reached FRA). 

I suggest you contact 
Social Security at 1-800-772-
1213 to make a telephone ap-
pointment to evaluate whether 
you are entitled benefits as an 
ex-spouse. If your own SS re-
tirement benefit at your FRA 
is less than half of your ex’s 
FRA entitlement, you will be. 
To apply for those benefits 
you will need a copy of your 

divorce decree 
(and perhaps 
your marriage 
certificate), and 
your ex-hus-
band’s Social 
Security num-
ber (if you do 

not have his SSN, you can 
provide his date and place of 
birth and his parents’ names, 
and SSA will likely be able 
to locate your ex’s SS re-
cord).

SSA will be able to tell 
you what your total month-
ly benefit as an ex-spouse 
will be when you meet with 
them, at which point you 
can decide whether to claim 
your benefits early or wait 
until your FRA to achieve 
your maximum amount as 
an ex-spouse.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC.                                

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Chicopee Register, please email chicopeereg-
ister@turley.com.

in my

By Ellenor Downer
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Racket sport pros
  4. Make tea
  8. City South of 

Moscow
 10. Spanish 

bullfighting term
 11. Egg-shaped
 12. Could not 

remember
 13. French 

modernist painter
 15. Persons
 16. Painful intestinal 

obstruction
 17. Professions
 18. Is up to the task
 21. Wood or metal 

bolt
 22. Tax collector
 23. A way to save 

for the future
 24. Georgia rockers
 25. Midway between 

north and 
northeast

 26. High schoolers’ 
test

 27. Does not accept 
responsibility

 34. One who 
prepares

 35. Gout-indicative 
deposits

 36. Place to play 
games

 37. Book of Genesis 
character

 38. Cleans oneself
 39. Unloaded for 

money
 40. Genus of 

flowering plants
 41. Take a puff
 42. Congressmen
 43. God of battle 

in Scandinavian 
mythology

CLUES DOWN
  1. Type of bomb
  2. South Pacific 

islands
  3. Celestial body
  4. Negotiates
  5. Consider in a 

specified way
  6. Type of group in 

organic chemistry
  7. Buddhist 

monasteries
  9. Inhabitant of 

Bering Sea island
 10. Body part
 12. Milestone 

birthday
 14. Thyroid-

stimulating 
hormone

 15. More (Spanish)
 17. Chicago 

ballplayer
 19. Leaves a place

 20. Cannot be found
 23. One’s internal 

body parts
 24. Tell on
 25. North American 

peoples of 
southwest

 26. Soviet Socialist 
Republic

 27. Extract used for 
jams and jellies

 28. Greek goddess of 
the dawn

 29. Old English letter
 30. A way to 

exaggerate
 31. Get up and leave
 32. “Boardwalk 

Empire” character
 33. More generous
 34. Hanging cloth 

used as a blind
 36. Ancient Greek 

sophist

or Avery, but going beyond 
that, we’ve got to get that 
communication out there so 
that people can use and it and 
understand it,” Costello said. 
“Because, actually, when 
you go on the city website, 
it doesn’t say SeeClickFix. It 
says ‘Submit a concern.’ So, 
I appreciate what you’re do-
ing, Councilor Courchesne, 
and notifying people that 
this is a great tool and how 
to use it.”

Ward 6 Councilor Samu-
el Shumsky also favored this, 
adding he’d like “to see if this 
could be brought up at the 
meeting as well in conversa-
tion of SeeClickFix.”

“Is this the best system 
that we could be using, or 
should we possibly start look-
ing at other things? Because 
I know it was mentioned that 
it may or may not be used 
properly and residents don’t 
know about it. Is it time—and 
I think I mentioned this a few 
months ago, and I will have to 
look back into the minutes—
but maybe it’s time that we 
start looking at other systems, 
potentially, that are more effi-
cient and that are easier for our 
departments to use,” Shumsky 
said. “So, I think maybe to 
bring this up in the conversa-
tion wouldn’t be a bad idea.”

Courchesne added how 
this has been around for over 

a decade and is “a great pro-
gram.”

“It is the program to use for 
municipalities,” Courchesne 
said. “But when you have a 
department—somebody from 
the department—closing out 
saying, ‘We’ll look into it’ 
and closing it, that’s not how 
it works. You can’t close an is-
sue before it’s fixed, and I’ve 
had the discussion with this 
person more than once and ap-
parently it’s not—I’m not ‘the 
boss’ obviously so he doesn’t 
have to listen to me—but we’ll 
get the conversation going. So, 
maybe we’ll get this fixed be-
cause it’s not the program, it’s 
the people using it. It’s a great 
program and we could utilize 
it a lot better than we are. But, 
we’re not using it the way it’s 
designed.”

Courchesne said, to his 
knowledge, he was unsure of 
other programs.

“I was on this when it 
came to the city, originally, 15 
years ago. So, I don’t know of 
any other programs and I’ve 
done my research. But, it’s not 
the program, it’s the people,” 
Courchesne said.

Ward 1 Councilor Abigail 
Arriaga said she was “happy 
to see this come across our 
desk too.”

“I think I had 20 phone 
calls alone on Monday literal-
ly talking about this and peo-
ple didn’t know what it was. I 
don’t know if we just need to 
get it out there better, where 

we put it, where we notify 
people, ChicopeeTV, maybe 
a notice or something. There 
just needs to be more because, 
like you said, we’ve had this 
for a very long time and peo-
ple still aren’t knowing what 
it is and t’s becoming more 
and more difficult to find it, so 
then we get the calls—which 
is great, I’m so happy that so 
many people reached out—
and then I saw this, so I think 
it’s fantastic,” Arriaga said. “I 
do need to have a conversation 
about this because this was 
very concerning for the week-
end that nobody knew what 
this was. So, thank you and 
I’m in favor.”

Ward 3 Councilor Susan 
Goff also favored looking into 
this.

“I have a lot of people 
that call me on an issue and 
I mention SeeClickFix and 
they don’t know what it is. 
So, a lot of times, I’ll go in 
and put in what needs to be 
fixed for them, but I always 
follow that up with an email 
because I know that the sys-
tem isn’t looked at as often 
as that should be or problems 
are not solved, because I’ll 
go on there to put on an is-
sue and that issue has already 
been on there couple other 
times by different people,” 
Goff said. “So, I’m glad to 
see that we’re going to have a 
conversation about it and that 
more people get to know it 
and use it, hopefully.”

CITY COUNCIL
 from page 1

We are so lucky to have great 
teamwork across all levels of 
government, starting with our 
congressman, the state and 
our city, that we can point out 
what our needs are and we 

come up with a plan. We’re 
going to work together.”

Arriaga said she and her 
colleagues will continue ad-
dressing this issue. 

“There’s a lot of folks 
across the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts dealing with 
this, and one of the things 

that I’m fighting for on Bea-
con Hill is how can we ad-
dress this? We’re not the only 
ones, but we need to come 
together to get it done, faster, 
sooner than later. The longer 
we wait, the higher the price 
goes and who pays for that? 
Our constituents pay for that,” 

Arriaga said. 
Neal, reflecting on bring-

ing the federal funding to the 
state—especially to Chicop-
ee—said “it’s a nice under-
taking.”

“Actually, cities and 
towns didn’t get to establish 
their own priorities and the is-

sue of combined sewer over-
flow impacts all of us. It’s a 
quality-of-life issue. Clean 
air, clean water are paramount 
considerations and the city of 
Chicopee is taking an upfront 
position on this,” Neal said. 
“What we’ve attempted now 
through almost $11 million 

over the last few years is to 
give ratepayers some relief.”

Neal’s message was this.
“I understand the compli-

cations here, but we all have 
to take into consideration the 
idea that water quality is (an) 
essential part of everyday liv-
ing,” Neal said. 

WASTEWATER
 from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

A group photo of Ward 1 City Councilor Abigail Arriaga, Ward 9 City Councilor Mary Beth Costello, 
State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee,), Ward 8 City Councilor Douglas Girouard and Council-
or-at-Large Jessica Avery, who were in attendance for the federal funding announcement.

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga 
(D-Chicopee) explained why 
the state legislators will also 
continue addressing the issue 
of clean water in Massachu-
setts. 

Events &announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
First Central Bible Church 
Announces Programs for 

Children and Youth
CHICOPEE - First Cen-

tral Bible Church, located at 
50 Broadway Street in Chi-
copee, is now offering five 
age-suitable programs from 
infants through grade 12 that 
are designed to help children 
and youth come to know the 
Bible, grow closer to God, and 
build a Christian community.

Sunday Morning
Before Sunday service, 

from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m., the 
church’s Sunday School part-
ners with parents and care-
givers in nurturing children’s 
faith through engaging lessons 
and activities. Classes are held 
for ages two through grade 9. 
Nursery care is provided for 
children through age two. For 

adults, a variety of studies are 
available during this time.

During the service, from 
10:15 to11:30 a.m., First Cen-
tral offers Junior Church for 
age five through fifth grade. 
While adults attend the ser-
vice, children experience 
Bible teaching at their level 
through lessons, songs, games, 
and projects. The nursery is 
available for children through 
age four.

Wednesday Evening
Wednesday evenings 

from 6:30 to 8 p.m. children 
ages two through fifth grade 
are invited to participate in 
Awana, which combines 
Scripture memorization, Bible 
teaching, fun activities, and 
mentorship to help children 
know, love, and serve Jesus 
Christ. Please register on the 

church website at www.first-
central.church.

Wednesdays from 6:30 to 
8 p.m., young people in grades 
six through twelve can join the 
church’s Youth Group, which 
combines large- and small-
group discussions. Sample 
topics include how the world’s 
values differ from God’s and 
the nature of sin. Participants 
explore their viewpoints while 
learning to apply Christian 
principles to their lives. No 
registration is required.

First Central Bible 
Church, located at 50 Broad-
way Street, Chicopee, exists 
to glorify God by making 
and maturing disciples of Je-
sus. Sunday service is held 
at 10:30 a.m. All are invited 
to join us in worship, prayer, 
learning from the Word, glo-

rifying God, and feeling the 
warmth of fellowship. For 
more information, please visit 
www.firstcentral.church.

First Central Bible Church of 
Chicopee launches Awana 

Program
CHICOPEE – First Cen-

tral Bible Church today an-
nounced the kickoff of Awa-
na, a global, Bible-based 
discipleship program that 
helps churches and families 
raise children and youth to 
know, love, and serve Jesus 
Christ. 

The program is open to 
the community and will be 
held at the church located at 
50 Broadway Street, Chicop-
ee.

Weekly sessions run on 
Wednesdays from September 

10, 2025 to May 20, 2026 from 
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm and are for 
children ages two through fifth 
grade. Registration is required 
on the church website at www.
firstcentral.church. There is no 
charge.

All families looking for a 
positive activity for their kids 
are welcome.

Awana combines Scrip-
ture memorization, Bible 
teaching, fun activities, and 
mentorship to help young peo-
ple build a lasting foundation 
of faith. The program provides 
a safe, structured environ-
ment where kids can make 
new friends, build confidence, 
grow spiritually, and explore 
how God’s Word applies to 
their everyday lives.

If you have questions, 
please call the church office at 

413-592-5353.

Volunteer Drivers Needed
CHICOPEE - RiverMills 

Center is looking for volun-
teer drivers at the senior cen-
ter. Volunteer drivers transport 
older adults to doctor’s ap-
pointments, the bank, shop-
ping to the senior center and 
back to their homes. 

Those interested in be-
coming a volunteer driver 
must have a good driving re-
cord and fill out a volunteer 
application, which includes 
a CORI check. Anyone inter-
ested in volunteering should 
contact Rivermills Volunteer 
and Activities Coordinator 
Brandon Dumas at 534-3698, 
ext. 130.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Mayor John Vieau, State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee) and 
Congressman Richard Neal (D-MA) in a group photo.
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always ready to step up to 
protect our community, no 
matter the weather or cir-
cumstances. Their dedica-
tion, professionalism, and 
commitment to service do 
not go unnoticed. Because 
of their work, Chicopee 
continues to move forward 
safely, and our residents 
can count on the essential 
services that keep our city 
running. We are grateful for 
everything they do for our 
community.” 

Echoing similar praise 
was Vieau, who posted a 
comment of his own via so-
cial media on Facebook this 
past Tuesday, which read, 
“A big thank you to every-
one who helped keep our 
city safe throughout this 
winter storm.”

Vieau then took a mo-
ment to thank all depart-
ments, such as the DPW, 
Chicopee Electric Light, the 
police and fire departments, 
Facilities Department and 

Emergency Management. 
“We cannot thank you 

enough for your tireless 
work over the past two 
days, plowing our streets, 
restoring power, and ensur-
ing the safety of our resi-
dents. A storm of this mag-
nitude takes true teamwork, 
and we are incredibly fortu-
nate to have such dedicated 
teams here in Chicopee. We 
thank everyone for their 
continued patience as our 
plows are still working on 
the roads to maintain safe 
travel,” Vieau said. 

Lastly offering insight 
into the storm cleanup was 
the fire department, who 
also shared a comment of 
their own earlier this week. 

“We would like to ex-
tend a huge thank you to 
our members who reported 
to work for a challenging 
24-hour shift during an in-
tense storm. Many then re-
turned home today to begin 
their own clean-up efforts 
after their difficult shift,” 
they said. “We also thank 
the Chicopee DPW for their 
tireless work clearing our 
roadways during and af-
ter this storm. We are also 
incredibly grateful to the 
City of Chicopee Facilities 
Department for keeping 
our stations plowed so we 
could continue responding 
to emergencies.”

And to help provide 
a first-hand look from the 

frontlines of the blizzard, 
the Chicopee Register re-
ceived multiple photo sub-
missions from the general 
public to highlight and truly 
show the magnitude of this 
blizzard. 

Finally, from the entire 
Chicopee Register staff, 
we want to offer an ode of 
thanks to those who submit-
ted, and we want to confirm 
and clarify that we can only 
run as many as able, so we 
ask, please don’t be disap-
pointed if your submission 
didn’t make it in. 

We are looking to do an 
additional round of submis-
sions in a future edition.

Snow blankets Chicopee in major snowstorm

SNOWSTORM 
from page 1

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Chicopee Register Editor Kris-
tin Rivers had gotten 18 inches 
of snow outside of her house 
on Monday. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROGERSON TAMAREY

An action shot at the snowblower after the snowstorm.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANGIE HUMPHREY

A view of Grattan Street in Chicopee.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HAYLIE WAWZONEK

A shot from the first night of the snowstorm.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KIMBERLY OWSIAK

Many cars were buried in the snow throughout this snowstorm, as shown here.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARA PLANTE UPHAM

Cars were buried on this street in Chicopee awaiting plows to 
arrive and clear the road.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GABE JAWORSKI 

In this photo, we have a skating rink made out of the snow, another touch of winter. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVE RICE

The Chicopee Facilities Department was amongst the folks in full force to clear the roads, with 
Facilities Director Dave Rice sharing this photo taken outside the Chicopee Police and Fire Depart-
ments. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARK HAMMON

A shot outside Chicopee Comprehensive High School with piles of snow.
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Pacers pick up win over Ludlow
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—The non-
league boys’ basketball 
game between the Ludlow 
Lions and Chicopee Pacers 
was evenly played during the 
first quarter. 

Chicopee pulled away 
with the help of an 11-4 
run and led by as many as 
13 points late in the second 
quarter. The Pacers held onto 
their lead throughout the sec-
ond half and secured a 67-59 
home win against the Lions 
on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. 

“It feels very nice to win 
a game, especially after we 
lost to Westfield at home the 
other night,” said Chicopee 
head coach Jordan Miller. 
“We played very well defen-
sively, which made it diffi-
cult for Ludlow to comeback 
against us. We’ve suffered a 
couple of come-from-behind 
losses this season, which I 
didn’t want to see happen in 
tonight’s game.” 

The home win improved 
Chicopee’s overall record 
to 7-4, while Ludlow fell to 
8-4.

“It was a very good 
basketball game tonight. 
We just kept battling back, 
but we needed a couple of 
shots to go in the basket,” 
said Ludlow head coach 
C.W. Zimmer. “Chicopee is 
a very good basketball team. 
They’re going to be a diffi-
cult team to beat in the West-
ern Mass. and state tourna-
ments.”   

It was the first meet-
ing between the two squads 
since the 2012-13 regular 

season. 
“Our basketball pro-

gram has grown a lot during 
the past couple of years,” 
Zimmer added. “We’re try-
ing to play the best compe-
tition and we’re grateful that 
Chicopee hosted tonight’s 
game.”

The Pacers have now 
won the last six games in the 
series since the Lions posted 
a 63-57 win on January 15, 
2008.

In their only meeting of 
the regular season, Ludlow 
held a 12-8 lead with two 
minutes remaining in the 
opening quarter following a 

6-0 run.
Senior guard Ethan 

Love began the run with an 
inside hoop, which were his 
only points of the game.  Se-
nior guard Jackson Mateus 
followed by hitting a runner 
in the lane before junior for-
ward Tyler Tatro made a pair 
of foul shots.

Mateus, who scored 
12 first half points, finished 
with a game-high 23 points. 
He finished with eight field 
goals, including two 3-point-
ers. He also went 5-for-6 
from the free throw line. 

The Lions’ only other 
double digit scorer was se-

nior forward Mason Mor-
ace, who netted 13 of his 
15 points during the second 
half.

Chicopee responded 
with a 3-pointer from the top 
of the key from junior guard 
Alex Mangual (11 points). 
They then retook the lead 
at 13-12 when senior guard 
Dominic Garcia (16 points) 
made a lay-up.

Junior forward Bran-
don Thomas also finished 
the game with 16 points for 
the home team, while senior 
guard Rafael Aviles chipped 
in with 13 points.    

A free throw from Lud-

low senior forward Cam Ly-
man (9 points) tied the score 
for the final time 18 seconds 
into the second stanza.

Garcia then took over 
the spotlight by knocking 
down a 3-pointer from the 
left side. He also made an-
other triple with 5:28 left in 
the half giving his team a 21-
15 lead.

The Pacers made a to-
tal of seven 3-pointers in the 
first 16 minutes of the con-
test.

Thomas drained a 
3-pointer with three minutes 
left in the first half pushing 
Chicopee’s lead into double 

digits for the first time at 30-
19. Aviles followed with a 
lay-up.

The Lions closed out the 
opening half with an 8-3 run.

Tatro made a pair of foul 
shots with 5.6 seconds left, 
which sliced the Lions defi-
cit to 35-27 at the break.

The Pacers didn’t make 
any shots from beyond the 
three point line in the second 
half, but they were able to 
build a double digit lead.

The Pacers, who led by 
as many as 15 points in the 
third quarter, entered the fi-
nal quarter with a 52-41 lead.

After Mateus started 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Alex Manguel makes a one-hand pass. Francisco Nieves flies for a layup.

CHICOPEE – Last Tues-
day night, the Chicopee High 
School girls basketball team 
defeated visiting Holyoke 44-
27. Kiyah Price led the Pacers 
with 21 points, and Sophia 

Moreira had 11 points. For 
the Knights, Sujelyz Peralta 
led the team with nine points 
while Kyra Lippman with eight 
points. Chicopee is now 5-8 
while Holyoke is now 3-9.

Chicopee girls shut down Holyoke
CHICOPEE – The Chi-

copee High School co-op ice 
hockey team finally was able 
to get a win in the 2025-2026 
season. 

They defeated Keefe 
Tech 5-4 on Jan. 17. In 
the win, Landon Johnson, 
Braydon LaDuke, Brennan 
Corcoran, Aidan Nadeau, and 
Dylan Haryasz scored the 

goals for the Pacers, who co-
op with Chicopee Compre-
hensive, Granby, and South 
Hadley. Chicopee would lose 
to Easthampton on Wednes-
day, Jan. 21 8-3 and are now 
1-8-2 on the season. 

They are next scheduled to 
face Agawam on Saturday, Jan. 
31 at 4:30 p.m. at Olympia Ice 
Center in West Springfield

Pacers finally get first win

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Cassidy Pytel tries to get around a blocker.

Nylah Francis 
sends a pass 
away.

Kiyah Price tries to settle the ball before dribbling.

Sophia Moreira crosses midcourt.

Sophia Moreira crosses midcourt.

Ott named new head 
coach of Thunderbirds

SPRINGFIELD  – St. 
Louis Blues President of 
Hockey Operations and Gen-
eral Manager Doug Arm-
strong announced today that 
Steve Ott will assume the role 
of head coach for the team’s 
AHL affiliate, the Spring-
field Thunderbirds, for the 
remainder of the season. Ott 
replaces Steve Konowalchuk, 
who has been relieved of his 
duties. Current Thunder-
birds assistant coach Chad 
Wiseman will serve as the 
interim head coach for to-
day’s Thunderbirds game 
against the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Penguins until Ott 
can join the team later this 
week.

“The Blues want to 
thank Steve Konowalchuk 
for his contributions to our 
organization over the last two 
years and wish him all the 
best moving forward,” said 
Armstrong. “We’re looking 
forward to Steve Ott taking 
over in Springfield to push 
our young players to get bet-
ter every day and further their 
development path to become 
St. Louis Blues. The current 
staff will take over his duties 
with the Blues for the rest of 
this season.”

Ott, 42, has nine seasons 
behind the Blues’ bench af-

ter first joining the staff as 
an assistant in the summer 
of 2017.   During his tenure, 
the Summerside, PEI, native 
has helped the Blues compile 
a 350-244-74 (.588 points 
percentage) regular-season 
record and four postseason 
appearances. In 2018-19, just 
his second season as a coach, 
Ott played an instrumen-
tal role in helping the Blues 
make a historic rise in the 
standings during the regular 
season, ultimately capturing 
the 2019 Stanley Cup cham-
pionship. Ott becomes the 
fifth head coach in Thunder-
birds history

As a player, Ott enjoyed 
a 14-year NHL career, in-
cluding 122 games with 
the Blues from 2014-2016. 
Overall, he accumulated 288 
points in 848 career regu-
lar-season games, including 
stints with Dallas, Buffalo, 
St. Louis, Detroit, and Mon-
treal. 

Konowalchuk, 52, 
was in his second season 
as head coach of the Thun-
derbirds and has recorded 
an overall record of 47-
50-4-8 (.486 points-per-
centage) during his time in 
the organization, including 
a record of 13-18-4-2 (.432) 
this season.

Zaniah 
Kahi is 
pressured 
by the 
Holyoke 
defense.

Rafael Aviles makes a free 
throw.

See PACERS page 8
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.  pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on February 6th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2002 Chevrolet Blazer 
VIN: 1GNDT13W82K124496
David Cote
44 Greenbrier Rd.
East Hartford, CT 06118

2014 Chrysler Town & Country 
VIN: 2C4RC1CG6ER248716
Rhonda Ann Lorenz
8743 W 106th Ter.
Overland Park, KA 66212

2013 Hyundai Sonata 
VIN: 5NPEB4AC5DH612364
Jessica Viana Dos Santos
97 Grape St., Apt. E 
Chicopee, MA 01013 
01/23, 01/30, 02/06/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on January 30, 
2026  at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2015 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL3AP4FC171176
Dylan Conover 
256 Grove St. 
Chicopee, MA 01020

1998 Honda CR-V 
VIN: JHLRD1860WC079304
Anthony All Mitchell 
15 Ballard St., Ap.t 15D
Easthampton, MA 01027

2014 Utility Trailer Mfg Base 
VIN: 1UYVS2484EG053201
Ryder Truck Rental Inc
3100 Industrial Parkway
Jeffersonville, ID 47130

Tank Transpro 
VIN: LLPTGLHE9S1030130
Damien Barreto
41 Beacon Cir.
Springfield, MA 01119

2011 Infiniti G37
VIN: JN1CV6AR1BM401800
Taisha Rivera
101 Lakeside Dr., Unit 94
Bristol, CT 06010

2004 Honda CRV 
VIN: JHLRD77454C025397
Richard White
306 Ash St., Apt. 246
Willimantic, CT 06226

2004 Nissan Sentra 
VIN: 3N1CB51D14L489803

Timothy Curran
86 Wilmont St., Apt. 3
Springfield, MA 01108

2003 Honda Odyssey 
VIN: 5FNRL18653B060830
Peddle
3800 N Lamar Blvd., Suite 230
Austin, TX 78756 
01/16, 01/23, 01/30/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on February 13, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2001 Honda Civic 
VIN: 1HGEM22221L086515
Willilam French 
283 River St., 6 
Montpelier, VT 05602

2008 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL21E98N404033
Joacy Costa De Oliveira
23 School St., Apt. 15
Rockland, MA 02370

2014 Honda Civic 
VIN: 19XFB2F52EE234643
Myrna Baehr
112 Santa Barbara St.
Springfield, MA 01104

2023 X Pro Moped 
VIN: L2BB9NCC8PB109039
Shaun Guyer
275 Prentice St
Springfield, MA 01104

2011 Hyundai Sonata 
VIN: 5NPEB4AC2BH211898
Brianna Monay
23 Connecticut Ave., Apt. B
New London, CT 06320

2006 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM56316A010508
Richard Dickson
30 Bay Meadow Rd., Apt. 30
Springfield, MA 01109

2005 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM56775A140312
Ruth Sanchez
834 Worthington St Apt 2
Springfield, MA 01105

2003 Kawasaki Kx85-A
VIN: JKBKXFAC93A018212
Jomar Yadiel Colon
25 Warner St.
Springfield, MA 01108

2008 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP26358A070462
Malcolm Tiggett
20 Sullivan St. 
Springfield, MA 01104 
01/30, 02/06, 02/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court

50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103  

Docket No. 
HD26P0147GD 

In the interests of 
Jacob Thomas LeBlanc

of Chicopee, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time : 

A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 01/22/2026 
by Constance P LeBlanc of 
Chicopee, MA

Thomas P LeBlanc  of 
Chicopee, MA

will be held 03/05/2026 
08:30 AM Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing.  Located: 
Hampden Probate & Family 
Court, 50 State Street, 4th 
Floor,  Springfield, MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: You 
may respond by filing a written 
response to the Petition or by 
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested 
parties at least five (5) business 
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on behalf 
of the minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If 
you are a parent of the minor 
child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right to 
be represented by an attorney. If 
you want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if you 
give proof that you are indigent, 
an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel form. 
Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court 
location where your case is 
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at 
Hearing: A minor over age 14 
has the right to be present at any 
hearing, unless the Court finds 
that it is not in the minor’s best 
interests.
Date: January 22, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/30/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0143EA
Estate of: 

Shirley A Piquette 
Date of Death: 11/17/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Brenda P Prince 
of Chicopee, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Brenda P Prince of Chicopee, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 02/25/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 22, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

01/30/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD26P0154PM

In the matter of:
Mella Singleton 

Of: Chicopee, MA

RESPONDENT
(Person to be Protected/

Minor) 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 

CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 
PROTECTIVE ORDER 

PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Herbert Singleton, Jr. of 
Springfield, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Mella Singleton is in need of a 
Conservator or other protective 
order and requesting that 

Herbert Singleton, Jr. of 
Springfield, MA

Therese  S ing l e ton  of 
Springfield, MA 

( o r  s o m e  o t h e r  s u i t -
able person) be appointed as 
Conservator to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
02/20/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 23, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

01/30/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0151EA
Estate of: 

Sandra Lee Broshears 
Also known as: 

Sandra L Broshears 
Date of Death: 12/11/2025 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Jeannine A LeBlanc of South 
Hadley, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Jeannine A LeBlanc of South 
Hadley, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 02/19/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 22, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

01/30/2026

the fourth quarter with a 
driving lay-up, the Pac-
ers reeled off eight un-
answered points. Junior 
guard Francisco Nieves, 
who contributed seven 
points, extended Chicop-
ee’s advantage to 60-43 
with a lay-up with five 
minutes left in regulation.

Ludlow battled back 

with 10-4 run.
Mateus made a couple 

of 3-pointers during the fi-
nal minute, but the visitors 
couldn’t get any closer than 
eight points the rest of the 
way.     

The Pacers will most 
likely be making the trip 
to Mullins Gymnasium 
to battle the Lions again 
during the 2026-27 regular 
season.

Dominic Garcia gets the easy 
layup.

Brandon Thomas flies as he 
goes for a bank shot.

PACERS  from page 7$317,000 available in Scholarship and Fellowship 
awards application deadline is March 15

REGION - The Horace 
Smith Fund will be awarding 
$317,000 in scholarships and 
fellowships to residents of 
Hampden County, who have 
also graduated from an eli-
gible high school or private 
school. This year 21 schol-
arships, four fellowships 
and one William R. Rooney 
Award for students with spe-
cial needs will be presented 
to recipients at the June 18 
Awards Night ceremony at 
Storrowton Carriage House 

in West Springfield.
Scholarships are offered 

not only to graduating high 
school seniors but also to 
students already in college 
or those wishing to return 
to college.  Scholarships of 
$12,000 are distributed as 
$3,000 annually and renew-
able each year until gradua-
tion.  Fellowship awards of 
$15,000 are distributed as 
$7,500 annually and renew-
able for one additional year 
to students pursuing a full-

time graduate degree. Stu-
dents must maintain at least 
a B average to renew.  

Recipients are selected 
on a variety of criteria, in-
cluding academic records, 
merit, and financial need.  
Of great importance is a per-
sonal written account of why 
the student feels deserving 
of financial assistance.  Ap-
plicants must submit their 
transcripts and, if applicable, 
college entrance exam scores 
or graduate degree specific 

tests, and three letters of rec-
ommendation.  

Completed applications 
must be received either elec-
tronically or be mailed to 
The Horace Smith Fund at 
16 Union Avenue, Suite 2K, 
Westfield, MA 01085 no 
later than March 15, 2026.  
Applications are available at 
local high school guidance 
offices, college financial aid 
offices, and on-line at www.
HoraceSmithFund.org or by 
phoning (413) 739-4222.   
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

 Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

 (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at 
Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 

167 North Spencer Road, Spencer, MA 
has an opening for a 

PART TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on 

experience and related skills .
Requirements: High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  

For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 

at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
 or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

The Town of Huntington
is seeking a part-time Town Hall 

Floater/Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant/

Assistant Town Clerk.  
$20-$22 per hour based on

experience. 15 hours per week. 
Application and complete job description 

are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us 

or by emailing
 admin@huntingtonma.us. 

Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
More information at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

PALMER: 1 BR Apt. 
No Pets/No Smoking. 
BRETON ESTATES

413-283-6940

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


