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CHICOPEE - The com-
munity stopped by The Rum-
bleseat Bar & Grille from 4 to 
7 p.m. on Jan. 29 for a Dine-
Out Fundraiser to support 
Halfway Home Cat Rescue.

Halfway Home Cat Res-
cue Inc. is a nonprofit rescue 
group in Chicopee that has 
been around since 2012, ded-
icated to the care and adoption 
of cats and kittens.

Throughout the evening, 
15% of all purchases made at 
the Rumbleseat were donat-
ed to the organization and for 
a $10 donation, people could 
also meet some of the kittens 
up for adoption. Those inter-
ested in adopting could also 
fill out an application.

There were also raffle 
prizes up for grabs—including 
items donated by local organi-
zations and businesses—and 
community members dropped 
off donations of wish list items 
from wet and dry kitten food to 
kitty litter.

Amongst the local busi-
nesses lending their support 
was Bob Pion Buick GMC, 
with owner Bob Pion stopping 
by with his family to meet the 
kittens.

Pion shared how one of 
his employees has been a long-
time supporter of the organiza-
tion.

“It’s a great cause. Things 
are tough for everybody and a 
lot of extra animals out there, 
so anything we can do to help 
and make their lives a little 
better is good for everybody,” 
Pion said. 

Pion emphasized the im-
portance of supporting local 

organization, hoping attend-
ees get more information and 
awareness about the organiza-
tions and the people behind it. 
Also, adopt one of the cats and 
kittens. 

“It’s important. All the lo-
cal organizations, people work 
really hard, thankless jobs—a 
lot of it—and it’s just nice to 
have the opportunity to be part 
of the community as they are,” 
Pion said. “It’s just kind of a 
nice, low-key event and every-
body gets to have a little bit of 
fun.”

Pion encourages other lo-
cal businesses to get involved 
in their community.

“Just do a little research, 
reach out, watch. If you’re in a 
business, talk to your employ-

ees, get to know what they’re 
involved in, because it can 
open the doors to a lot of new 
opportunities for you as well,” 
Pion said. 

Robin Fiskaa, president 
of Halfway Home Cat Rescue, 
shared this was the second an-
nual event to support the orga-
nization.

“Billy always welcomes 
us here and we bring in people 
who eat and it’s a Dine-Out 
event first and foremost, and 
then we always have raffle 
prizes and kittens for people 
to cuddle,” Fiskaa said. “And 
so the backroom is completely 
full right now with people and 
it’s just a good way to raise 
money and awareness and just 
for people to come out and 

have fun. Everybody likes the 
Rumbleseat.”

For Rumbleseat Owner 
Billy Stetson, he was humbled 
to be part of the event.

“There’s a lot of work be-
hind the scenes this group does 
that nobody sees and it takes 
money and it takes some do-
nations. I’m really, really hap-
py to be associated with this 
group,” Stetson said. 

Fiskaa and Stetson were 
thrilled with the turnout.

“It’s pretty incredible 
that in this weather right now 
where it’s about -1 windchill 
and the snow piles are all 
over the place, it’s pretty in-

Dine-Out supports Halfway Home Cat Rescue 
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Terri and Joseph Aldrich, longtime supporters of Halfway Home Cat Rescue, show off one of the 
kittens they got to meet.
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CHICOPEE - Chicopee 
High School offers pathways 
for students to pursue a ca-
reer path for the future, with 
one of those being the Health 
Simulation Lab.

CTE Director Carl In-
gram explained how the dis-
trict decided to offer more 
program areas for students 
rather than the 10 career-tech 
programs at Chicopee Comp.

“We offer 19 ca-
reer-tech programs at both 
high schools. Chicopee High 
School, we offer pathway 
programs, which are a little 
different,” Ingram said. 

Ingram shared back in 
2020, ESSER money was se-
cured through federal funds 
to help transform a draft-
ing lab on the high school’s 
fourth floor into a medical 

simulation lab, which is now 
offered during the school day.

“Our Health Science 
program has been around for 
a few years, but we’ve never 
had the hands-on portion of 
it. We’re now able to offer the 
hands-on portion,” Ingram 
said. “Traditionally, in the 
past, our health science stu-
dents have had to go to HCC 
to actually do this part of the 
simulation. We’re now able 
to offer it in the building.”

Ingram added the Health 
Simulation Lab needs a full-
time teacher to teach the 
course. Currently, a professor 
from Holyoke Community 
College comes in Monday 
through Friday for periods 
six and seven to do a full 
certification certified nursing 
assistant class.

“HCC has been a great 

A look inside the CHS 
Health Simulation Lab
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Ella Desrosiers and Isabel Vershon demonstrate checking on 
a patient in the Health Simulation Lab.

Community attends safe drinking water forum
By Brendan Rooney 

Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — The Pi-
oneer Valley Planning Com-
mission (PVPC), in tandem 
with representatives from the 
Chicopee DPW, held an open 
public forum on Jan. 28 to pro-
vide insight into how the city’s 
water is filtered, along with 
disclosing the initial process 
and holding the opportunity to 
yield questions from the gen-
eral public. 

The event drew residents 
to The Hub at Market Square 
for the listening session, with 
local supermarket Fruit Fair 
co-sponsoring the event and 
providing food and refresh-
ments for attendees. 

The purpose of the gather-
ing was for the PVPC to seek 
feedback, which would then 
be implemented and utilized to 
craft a regional drinking water 
plan, which has been an initia-
tive in the work “for some time 
now,” according to comments 

from PVPC Chief Environ-
ment Planner Patty Gambarini. 

Gambarini noted that the 
PVPC has sat down with over 
26 regional suppliers to un-
derstand how well accessible 
drinking water is in terms of 
protection, and she told the 
crowd, “Everyone in the re-
gion is a little bit different than 
the next.” 

The initial presentation 
was then led and introduced 
by Quinn Lonczak, the Chi-
copee DPW Project Manager, 
who offered a brief timeline of 
how the Water Department in 
the city first came into incep-
tion—with it first started in the 
early 1830s—and then evolved 
into Unified Water Compa-
ny in 1892, before the system 
kept growing and found its 
footing in the turn of the centu-
ry, most notably in the during 
the 1920s, where the Cooley 
Brook Reservoir was built.

It then turned into an aq-
ueduct system to kickstart the 
1950s, which led to the con-

struction of the 13 mile long 
Chicopee Valley Aqueduct, 
which is still in use today. 

Lonczak then explained 
the additions of modern infra-
structure before transitioning 
into the overall treatment pro-
cess. 

“We have a storage tank 
on Royal Street, which can 
be found in Fairview, which 
is a low-pressure area, and we 
want to note that the entire city 
of Chicopee is a gravity-fed 
system, so when the water 
comes down from the Quab-
bin, it’s strictly gravity, which 
means higher areas provide 
better water pressure,” Lon-
czak said. 

He then pivoted to how 
the overall water treatment 
process works, which starts 
by Chicopee purchasing wa-
ter from the MWRA (Mas-
sachusetts Water Resources 
Authority), which oversees the 

TURLEY PHOTO BY BRENDAN ROONEY

A visual presentation drafted and documented by Sita Magnuson from Dpict, Text and Visual Docu-
mentation

Catching up with the Boutins
By Christina Gioscia

Correspondent

CHICOPEE - Chicop-
ee’s brand-new firefighter 
Jacob Boutin has finished his 
time at the academy, gradu-
ating alongside the Career 
Recruit Firefighter Class S43 
at the Massachusetts Fire-
fighting Academy.

After being sworn in in 
July 2025 alongside Tyler 
Moreau, Jimmy Tran and 
Austin Gower, he began his 
journey through the acade-
my, completing his training 
there in December 2025. 

Jacob Boutin reflect-
ed fondly on his time at the 
academy.

“The academy is 10 
weeks long and I had a great 
time. My recruit class was 

full of mostly amazing peo-
ple; we were always having a 
fun time no matter what wild 
activity they had us doing. It 
feels awesome and I couldn’t 
be happier. The academy 
was the most fun that I never 
want to have again,” Jacob 
Boutin said.

Jacob Boutin then 
shared with us how his fami-
ly inspired him to follow this 
path, and how he manages to 
stay prepared for the job.

“I always wanted to be a 
firefighter ever since I can re-
member. My parents, grand-
parents and uncle inspired 
me to become a firefighter, 
as they are all firefighters 
and the most fantastic peo-
ple who would do anything 
to help someone in need. I 
am very grateful that I was 

able to pass my NREMT test 
on the first try, as that test is 
very hard and many people 
do not get it first try,” Jacob 
Boutin said. “You have to be 
prepared. If you’re not go-
ing to the gym consistently, 
then now is the time to start 
and you need to get your 
EMT certification. For me, 
this looks like eating healthy 
meals, going to the gym con-
sistently, keeping a healthy 
relationship with the people 
I am close with, and trying 
to catch up on sleep when I 
can.”

He expressed gratitude 
to his parents for their sup-
port. 

“I would like to thank 
my parents, as they have 
raised me well and have been 
the people I have always 
looked up to, as mom and 
dad, but also firefighters,” Ja-
cob Boutin said.

Jacob then shared what 
it was like to be sworn in by 
City Clerk Keith Rattell last 
summer. 

“Being sworn in was 
a great feeling. My father’s 
group was working that day, 
and a lot of them showed up 
to the pinning as well as oth-
er members of CFD which 
meant a lot to me; seeing that 
they too were excited about 
us getting pinned,” Jacob 
Boutin said.

Deputy Fire Chief Bill 
Boutin shared how proud he 
is of his son, Jacob, for com-
pleting his time at the acade-
my and offered his perspec-
tive on his journey.

“What I am most proud 
of with Jake would be the 
effort he put into the acad-
emy. I come from a fire-
fighting background as my 
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Firefighter Jacob Boutin and his father, Deputy Fire Chief Bill 
Boutin, in a photo together.
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is offering our local businesses
an AMAZING opportunity to
advertise at a reduced rate!

ONLY $275!
this special section will run in 

ALL 3 PAPERS February 27 issue
The Holyoke Sun, Town Reminder, 

AND Chicopee Register!!! 

Ad Deadline: FEBRUARY 18, 2026
Quarter page ad (5.25" x 9.6") $275

Half page ad (10.75" x 9.6") $460
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WWW.TURLEY.COM

DON'T 
MISS OUT!

THE HOLYOKE SUN,
TOWN REMINDER, & 
CHICOPEE REGISTER

Comp Colts hold annual ‘Comp v. Cancer’ Night
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent

CHICOPEE — Last 
month, on Jan. 15, the Chi-
copee Comp Colts held its 
annual “Comp v. Cancer” 
Night, which continues to be 
a long-standing tradition in 
the city.

This year proved no dif-
ferent, as what turned out to 
be a simple matchup between 
the Lady Colts Basketball 
team and the West Springfield 
Terriers played host to a spe-
cial moment of community 
awareness from within the 
Herbert Curry T. Gymnasium. 

Gone were the shades of 
brazen gold and cosmic blue; 
now replaced with ribbons of 
purple among the bleacher 
stands, and posters bearing 
different messages such as 
‘Box Out Cancer’, ‘Together 
we Fight’, and ‘For us it’s a 
game, For them it’s a battle’ 
across the walls, exemplify-
ing the distinct message of 
unity that remains steadfast in 
the unwavering battle of can-
cer, illustrating that the dis-
ease affects all backgrounds 
and ages.   

Reflecting on the origin 
of this timeless staple was 
Alyssa Stefanelli, the Colts’ 
head girls basketball coach. 

“Events like this one be-
gan under our previous coach, 
Tony Couture, when I was a 
player within this program,” 
Stefanelli said. “I remember 

our Colts vs Cancer Nights 
as very uplifting communi-
ty gatherings, where it felt 
like everyone, opponents and 
fans alike, were a part of our 
‘team,’ working together for 
the same cause. It was a way 
for us as high schoolers to 
make an impact and contrib-
ute to positive change, and I 
felt like that was an import-
ant experience to continue to 
bring to my current players.” 

The Colts then stormed 
the court, debuting new white 
warm-up shirts that read 
“Colts V Cancer” on the front, 
and on the back was the phrase 
“No One Fights Alone”, and 
on the left sleeve was the #24 
encased in a heart, forever 
etched in remembrance of 

17-year-old Madelyn “Mad-
die” Robillard, a shining star 
and pivotal part of the Colts 
community who recently lost 
her five-year battle to Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia last 
year on January 5, 2025, just 
months before graduating.

She is now forever en-
shrined in the Colts’ gradua-
tion class of 2025. 

Before tip-off, Stefanelli 
took a moment to reflect on 
the importance of this special 
event being dedicated to the 
memory of Robillard and her 

legacy. 
“While Madelyn was a 

member of the Class of 2025 
and is now considered Comp 
Basketball Alumni, her im-
pact extends to all of the play-
ers in our program, new and 
old. It is extremely important 
to me that we were able to 
continue to honor her memo-
ry as a team and community,” 
Stefanelli said. 

She also explained that 
all proceeds from the game 
were returned to the Make-A-
Wish Foundation, as per the 

family’s wishes. 
“This year, like last, the 

money that was raised was 
sent to the Make a Wish Foun-
dation in honor of Madelyn,” 
Stefanelli said. “Last year, 
the family had asked that any 
monetary donations be sent to 
this organization, and I felt 
that it was fitting to continue 
our support in that way.” 

Stefanelli then closed 
her thoughts by declaring an 
ode of gratitude and a point 

of strength to the continued 
resilience and unwavering 
support from the communi-
ty. 

“The Comp Girls Bas-
ketball team would like to 
extend their gratitude to 
everyone in attendance at 
this year’s Colts vs Can-
cer game,” Stefanelli said. 
“Thank you for your support 
and your generous contribu-
tions in making sure that No 
One Fights Alone.”

A side view of the Comp Bench.
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The “Box Out Cancer Sign.” 

Students running the entrance at the event.

Lady Colts starting line-up for the Comp v. Cancer event on Jan. 15.

Polish Junior League of
Massachusetts launches 
annual scholarship offering

REGION – The Polish 
Junior League of Massachu-
setts has announced its annual 
scholarship program for stu-
dents of Polish heritage.

The League will be 
awarding scholarships to un-
dergraduate students, and one 
scholarship will be granted to 
a graduate or returning stu-
dent. In addition to the Un-
dergraduate Scholarship pro-
gram, there are two memorial 
scholarships, the Helen Weber 
Scholarship and the Josephine 
Karwoski Memorial Scholar-
ship, each offering a focus on 
specific areas of study.

The scholarships and ser-
vices provided by the Polish 
Junior League would not be 
possible without funds raised 
through the League’s Annual 
Fashion Show and public do-
nations. By contributing, indi-
viduals, businesses and corpo-
rations are helping to expand 
the level of awards and posi-
tively affect students.

Sheryl Mardeusz, pres-
ident of the Polish Junior 
League says, “we are proud 
to continue helping graduate 
and undergraduate students 
throughout New England and 
are extremely pleased to be 
able to help even more indi-
viduals pursue their education-

al goals.”
To be eligible, applicants, 

in addition to being part of the 
Polish community, must have 
a permanent address in the 
Western Massachusetts coun-
ties of Berkshire, Franklin, 
Hampden or Hampshire. Ap-
plications can be received after 
January 2, 2026 with an appli-
cation deadline of May 1, 2026 
and scholarship criteria can be 
found on the League’s website 
polishjuniorleaguema.org. 

For 87 years, the Polish 
Junior League of Massachu-
setts, a nonprofit organization 
of women developed as civic 
leaders, has made a demon-
strable impact on their com-
munity. True to its mission, the 
League has worked diligently 
to help students obtain the best 
education, so they may con-
tribute to enhance the social, 
cultural and political fabric of 
civil society.

*Scholarship Program 
Key Information

Applications can be sub-
mitted between January 2, 
2026 and May 1, 2026

Permanent address in 
Western MA counties of Berk-
shire, Franklin, Hampden or 
Hampshire

Enrolled in sophomore 
year (36 credits minimum).
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We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com

REGION – The Massa-
chusetts Municipal Associa-
tion hosted its annual confer-
ence, this year called Connect 
351, in Boston, in order to 
award two State Senators and 
two State Representatives 
with the Municipal Advocate 
Award, recognizing them for 
their service to the communi-
ties they represent and serve. 

The Massachusetts Mu-
nicipal Association, or MMA, 
works to connect and support 
municipal leaders by creating 
a nonpartisan space for shared 
learning, ideas, and a voice to 
bring to Beacon Hill in order 
to make the 351 towns and 
cities of Massachusetts more 
connected and unified. 

“The more state support 
that municipalities can get, 
the better. Making sure that 
we have reliable state support 
for our 351 towns and cities 
is a lot more equitable. I be-

lieve that we are in a Com-
monwealth, and we should 
work together to benefit our 
towns,” said Senator Jake Ol-
iveira. 

 Oliveira worked hard 
to file legislation for towns 
to have the option to make 
hybrid meetings permanent, 
offering a way for meetings 
to become more accessible 
to the public, amongst many 
other benefits. 

“It’s worked so well, 
even at the state house, and 
it makes it easier for people 
to participate in their govern-
ment. It definitely improves 
services, and it was a great 
help in the long run to allow 
for more flexibility and an 
easier time to share informa-
tion,” said Oliveira. 

Oliveira partnered with 
the MMA to obtain funding 
for essential services at the 
local level, including Chapter 
70 funds, school transpor-
tation, and much more. He 
also helped work to change 
the Chapter 90 funding for-

mula in order to help West-
ern MA communities have 
better roadways that are more 
cost-effective.

“It was a good confer-
ence, and it was very mean-
ingful for me to receive the 
award,” said Oliveira. “It 
was great to go to the MMA 
conference, because you got 
to see town managers, city 
councilors, and more, some 
of whom I worked with while 
I was part of the school com-
mittee.” 

To further honor Olivei-
ra’s dedication and service to 
the communities, the Select-
board from the town of Long-
meadow also presented him 
with an award.

“As someone who came 
from municipal government, 
it was very meaningful to 
receive this award. We real-
ly work and fight hard to get 
these resources for our towns 
and cities, and working with 
that is something that I take a 
lot of pride in, ” said Oliveira.

CHICOPEE - Alden 
Credit Union is proud to an-
nounce that we were selected 
as one of 25 credit card part-
ners nationwide through the 
Elan Charitable Giving Pro-
gram, resulting in a $10,000 
donation to Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen & Pantry.

Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen 
& Pantry has served the Great-
er Chicopee community for 
more than 30 years, providing 
hot meals and pantry services 
to individuals and families in 
need. Their work is rooted in 
dignity, compassion, and a 
deep commitment to ensuring 
no one in our community goes 
without essential support.

Alden Credit Union 
chose Lorraine’s Soup Kitch-
en because of the meaning-
ful role they play locally and 
the impact they have on our 
neighbors every day. Their 
mission closely aligns with 
our credit union philosophy of 
people helping people, and we 
are honored to support an or-

ganization that embodies that 
value so clearly.

This donation was made 
possible through Elan’s Char-
itable Giving Program, which 
partners with credit unions 
and community banks across 
the country to strengthen 
the communities they serve 

through purpose-driven giv-
ing.

We thank Elan Cred-
it Card for their continued 
commitment to community 
engagement and for helping 
us invest in organizations that 
make a real difference close to 
home.

Alden Credit Union supports
Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & Pantry

SUBMITTTED PHOTO

Jake Oliveira given Legislator of the Year Award 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Recipients of awards at Connect 351: Representative Jim Arciero, Representative Danielle 
Gregoire, Senator Brendan Crighton, and Senator Jake Oliveira. 

Chicopee Public Library hosts
programs for kids and families

CHICOPEE - Each 
month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free 
programs for children, teens, 
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department seeks to 
provide opportunities for en-
tertainment and enrichment 
that promote literacy and ex-
plore creativity. Here is the 
slate of events for February 
2026.

Terrific Twos  will be 
held on  Tuesdays, Feb. 17 at 
10:30 a.m. Terrific Twos is for 
two- year-olds and their care-
givers.  This program features 
about 25 minutes of structured 
circle time, followed by about 
half an hour of semi-structured 
playtime. During circle time, 
we will sing songs, do rhymes, 
do some big movements, and 
read 1 book. The book choice 
rotates between either a read 
aloud picture book or a group 
read of a board book. Playtime 
involves a choice of craft, ac-
tivity, or play. 

Sensory Play Satur-
day will be held on Saturday, 
Feb. 7 at 9:30 a.m. Come let 
your babies socialize and ex-
plore sensory play! We will 
have our play area set up with 
some sensory activities and 
other play opportunities. For 
babies 0-24 months and their 
caregivers.

Saturday Playgroup  will 
be held on  Saturdays at 1 
p.m.  in February. We›ll put 
out some extra toys in the 
playspace. It›s a great time for 
families with kids of all ages 
to meet up and play.

Little Kid Dance Par-
ty  will be on  Wednesdays, 
Feb. 11 and 25 at 10:30 
a.m.  Moving and grooving 
for kids and their caregivers. 
Geared toward ages 0-5, but 
all are welcome!

45 minutes to one hour 
of energetic activity includ-
ing singing and dancing, ac-
tion rhymes, and playing with 
props like scarves and shak-
ers. 

The  Kids Room Sewing 
Club  will meet on  Wednes-
day, Feb. 11, from 3:30 to 5 
p.m. Learn basic stitches and 

practice skills by making fun 
projects. Recommended for 
ages six and up. Kids who are 
not familiar with using a nee-
dle and thread should attend 
with an adult. Teens are wel-
come.

The library  Homeschool 
Meetup  will be on  Friday, 
Feb. 13 at Noon.  This group 
meets once a month Septem-
ber - June for homeschooling 
families with kids of all ages 
to hang out, do activities and 
learn together. Different activ-
ities each month are planned 
by the group. This month we 
are celebrating Valentine›s 
Day with a card exchange. 
(No candy, please).

February School Vaca-
tion Week is Feb. 17 through 
20

The library will be closed 
for Presidents’ Day on Mon-
day, Feb. 16.

Mario Party
Celebrate everyone’s 

favorite plumber and his 
friends! We are turning the 
Kids Room into a Mario Par-
ty game! Come enjoy mini 
games, crafts and more. For 
kids and families of all ages, 
no registration required. Stop 
by the library at any point 
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. on Tues-
day, Feb. 17.

The library will host a Big 
Kid Dance Party on Wednes-
day, February 18 at 10:30 
a.m.  A bit like our regularly 
scheduled Little Kid Dance 
Party, but geared specifically 
towards elementary age kids. 
We›ll sing and dance and get 
out the rhythm sticks. Care-
givers and younger kids are 
welcome.

The library will host Bin-
go for Books  on  Wednesday, 
Feb. 18 at 6 p.m.  Play bingo 
for a chance to win books. Fun 
for the whole family.

Talking Hands The-
atre  will present their pup-
pet show, Whale Tales, 
on Thursday, Feb. 19 at 10:30 
a.m. Learn about animals un-
der the sea with engaging pup-
pets and original songs. Great 
for the storytime crowd. Kids 
of all ages and caregivers are 

welcome. No registration re-
quired.

Join us for a  Crafter-
noon where we will make Pas-
ta Art on Thursday, Feb. 19 at 
2 p.m.  Create fun art using 
dyed pasta of all shapes and 
colors! For kids and families 
of all ages, no registration re-
quired.

On  Friday, Feb. 20, stop 
by the Kids Room any time 
during the day to contribute 
to  Community Art: Big Col-
oring.  Help us create a mural 
for our bulletin boards! We 
will have paper and all sorts 
of coloring tools available. 
Stop by anytime! For kids and 
families of all ages, no regis-
tration required. 

The Children’s Room is a 
great place to hang out. Col-
oring pages and board games 
are always available. There 
are also some new things you 
can play with while you visit. 
Ask us about food toys for the 
play kitchen, building blocks, 
or the art cart.

Teens
Visit the library after 

school and enjoy the Teen 
Space with friends! We’ve got 
board games, puzzles, the li-
brary’s Switch, and coloring 
to enjoy. 

Anime Club  will be 
on  Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 3 
p.m. We’ll be celebrating 30 
years of Pokémon! With the 
franchise’s big three-oh only 
days after Anime Club, we’ll 
be talking about our hopes 
for big announcements and 
enjoying plenty of themed ac-
tivities!

Friday Teen Hang
Join us every Friday after 

school  in the Teen Space for 
some games and crafts! We›ll 
have the Nintendo Switch 
available to play, coloring 
pages and paper to doodle, 
and more!

Teens are invited to join 
us at LEGO, Sewing Club, 
and 

Visit the library web-
site for more info about 
all of the library’s events! 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISING

Retailers and small 
local businesses put the 
lion’s share of their local 

advertising in newspapers. 
They know which media 

truly moves their products. 
Besides that, Google’s 

research shows that half of 
online shoppers are more 

likely to buy products they’ve 
seen in the paper.

Works!Works!
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

Chicopee Register

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs or 
other materials submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned except upon 
specific request when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President 

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Chicopee Register

WEB
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

TEAM

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

Onion culture, continued
This morning, after 

reading last week’s column, 
my mom commented, “Boy, 
I didn’t realize onions are so 
challenging to grow.” 

Oh no, I truly hope that 
the column did not con-
vey that message. I’ve been 
growing onions for years, 
and find them no more chal-
lenging than any other veg-
etable that you start indoors.  

I hope I didn’t discour-
age anyone. In fact, I hope 
just the opposite happened, 
whereby everyone purchased 
some seed to give growing 
onions a whirl. 

Read on to learn more 
from where we left off last 
week. 

Growing on  
How does one achieve 

lots of top growth so that by 
seasons’ end a big bulb will 
result? Provide sufficient 
moisture and nitrogen, and 
lots of it, but only early in the 
gardening season.  

Amend a 100 square 
foot area with a bushel of 
aged manure or finished 
compost prior to planting, 
then top dress when plants 
are six-eight inches high and 
again for the last time three 
weeks later. Fish emulsion 
is a great foliar fertilizer for 
this purpose. 

Because onions have 
limited top growth and are 
relatively shallow rooted, 
it makes it hard for them to 
compete with more aggres-
sive plants for moisture and 
nutrients. For that reason, be 
sure to address enemy #1:  
weeds!  

I have found that a hand 
held circle hoe is great for 
getting into the narrow space 
between plants as well as 
within the rows. Perform this 
task once or twice a week 
and you will be weed-free all 
summer.  

You can also apply 
grass clippings or chopped 
up leaves as mulch. It will 
reduce weeds and conserve 
moisture, and, as it breaks 
down add valuable organic 
matter to the soil.  

As the summer solstice 
draws near, the need for ni-
trogen drops as the bulb 
switches from top growth to 
bulbing up. From this point 
on, no additional fertilizer is 
necessary and watering can 
be cut back some.

Harvesting 
In early fall your onion 

tops will begin to yellow and 
bend at the necks. As men-
tioned earlier, reduced day-
light has signaled the plant 
to go into dormancy.  

When half have bent, 
bend the rest and allow them 
to remain in the garden just 
a few more days. If no rain 
is in the forecast, pull them 
up and lay them on edge in 
place, turning on occasion. 
This will begin the curing 
process.  

Should rain threaten, 
they can easily be protected 
with a tarp or moved under 
cover.  

After three days to a 
week of sunshine it is time 
to move them to an airy, dry 
location such as a shed to 
cure for an additional two-
three weeks. Should this 
time frame include lots of 
rain or humidity, sometimes 
a household fan can help the 
drying process along.  

Dry onions will defi-
nitely be the best for long 
term storage.

Storage 
You have a good idea 

that your onions are ready 
for storage when the necks 
have withered away and the 
outer skin is dry and starts 
to slip. Nineteenth century 
gardeners would have braid-
ed and hung them in the root 
cellar, where cool and dry 
conditions would, fingers 
crossed, keep them fit for 
use as needed into the spring 
months.  

Onion braids have mod-
ern day appeal- they look 
pretty and it is easy to sim-
ply tug the perfect size onion 
from the braid as you need it. 
The key to success is to at-
tach twine or string to at least 
one of the braiding strands 
– this will give your braid 
strength, not to mention a 
way of hanging it up.  

We can also store onions 
in mesh bags or old hosiery 
in a household location that 
remains close to freezing and 
relatively dry. My unheated 
mudroom works great.  

Here simply cut the tops 
to one inch prior to bagging 
up. When you are going 
through them to cut, or braid, 
be sure to separate out those 
with double bulbs, as well as 
those whose necks remain 
thick; neither will be good 
keepers and should be used 
first.  

This is also a great time 
to think about good traits and 
the prospect of saving some 
of your best onions for seed 
production.

Save the seeds  
Saving the seeds of your 

open-pollinated, non-hybrid 
onions is the next frontier 
for allium aficionados. In 
the north, we employ what 
is called the “bulb to seed” 
method.  

Our bulbs are harvested 
normally and stored over the 
winter, and when the ground 
is ready for planting, three 
or four of your best onions 
are replanted three inches 
apart. Soon a flower stalk 
will form. It can get quite 
tall (three-five feet!) so place 
a stake for support early on 
and tie it off as you need to. 

After the flower head 
has formed be on watch for 
the black seeds to ripen and 
loosen up- you want to catch 
them before they shatter. 
This can be accomplished by 
clipping a few sections of the 
head at a time.  

Dry in an airy spot for 
a few days before storing in 
paper envelopes in a cool, 
dry location for use the fol-
lowing spring. Be advised 
that to avoid cross polli-
nation, only one variety of 
onion can be in flower at a 
time; it is fine, however, to 
have first year onions in the 
garden.  

Onion seeds are viable 
for one-two years.

Now that you know the 
ins and outs of onion cul-
ture, embrace the challenge 
and try growing onions from 
seed this year.

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachu-
setts. For 34 years she 
has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing 
food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

Am I entitled to more Social Security as a Veteran?
Dear Rusty: 
I served in the 

U.S. Army from July 
1964 to July 1967. Am 
I eligible for a higher 
Social Security pay-
ment? 

Thank you. Signed: Viet-
nam Era Army Vet 

Dear Army Vet: 
Please accept my sin-

cere thanks for your military 
service. I believe you are re-
ferring to the “Special Extra 
Credit for Military Service,” 
which has been the subject of 
many published articles. That 
refers to a special Social Se-
curity accommodation avail-
able only to those who served 
in the military during specific 
periods of time, but it does not 
add to your monthly Social 
Security payment. Rather, it 
adds to your military earn-
ings record for the years you 
served, which may or may not 
result in a higher Social Se-
curity benefit when you later 
claim Social Security.

Here’s how it works in 
your case:

Serving between 1964 
and 1967, if you told Social 
Security of your military ser-
vice when you applied for So-
cial Security benefits or gave 
them a copy of your DD-214. 
they would have added up to 
$1,200 per year to your mil-
itary pay record. FYI, those 
who served after 1966 were 
automatically given earnings 
credit for their military service 
years. However, whether those 
special extra credits would 
affect your monthly Social 
Security benefit depends on 
your lifetime earnings record 
when you later claimed Social 

Security.  
When you applied for 

benefits, Social Security re-
viewed your lifetime earnings 
and used the highest earning 
35 years of earnings over your 
lifetime (adjusted for inflation) 
to calculate your “Primary In-
surance Amount” or “PIA,” 
which is what you get if you 
claim benefits to start at your 
Social Security full retirement 
age. If, after your military ser-
vice, you had 35 or more years 
of earnings which were high-
er than your earnings while 
serving in the military, Social 
Security would have used 
your later higher earning years 
to calculate your benefit, and 
your military earnings would 
not have had an effect on your 
Social Security benefit. How-
ever, if any of your military 
earnings including the “spe-
cial extra credits” were among 
the highest over your lifetime, 
then those higher military 
earnings would be included 
when calculating your Social 
Security benefit.  

So, whether you would 
benefit from these “special 
extra credits for military ser-
vice” depends largely on your 
earnings history after you 
were discharged from active 
duty. If your military earnings 
were among the highest earn-
ing years over your lifetime, 
and you provided SSA with 
a copy of your DD-214 when 
you applied for Social Securi-
ty, then your current SS ben-

efit already includes 
consideration of your 
military service. 
FYI, Social Security 
should have asked 
about your military 
service when you 

applied. If you didn’t tell SS 
about your military service 
when you applied for Social 
Security, or if you aren’t sure, 
you should contact the SSA 
at 1.800-772-1213 and ask if 
you were given those “special 
extra credits for military ser-
vice” for your 1960s military 
service years when you ap-
plied for Social Security. But 
if you had at least 35 years of 
higher earnings after you left 
military service, your current 
SS benefit is already based 
on those later higher earning 
years, and you will not get 
any additional Social Security 
benefit because of the “special 
extra credits” for your military 
service years.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Should you challenge a medical bill?
Estimates suggest 

that up to 80 percent of 
medical bills contain at 
least one error.  That’s 
why I always recommend 
to my clients that they 
not pay a medical or hos-
pital bill until they have 
received an itemized bill 
and carefully reviewed it.

There are a lot of 
reasons for mistakes in 
medical billings, which 
can cause you to incur a big-
ger-than-expected bill or your 
insurance to be denied, as I 
wrote recently.

Some common types of 
medical billing errors include:

Incorrect diagnostic 
codes:  For example, an ad-
ministrator might enter the 
wrong code, indicating that a 
patient had an X-ray on both 
legs when only one leg was 
imaged.

Typos: A typo can cause 
a single saline drip to be regis-
tered as many more.

Incomplete or incorrect 
information:  Information for 
a patient or provider might be 
entered incorrectly or incom-
pletely.

Duplicate billing:  The 
same service might be billed 
for more than once. 

When you receive an un-

expectedly large medical bill, 
the first thing to do is take a 
deep breath, ask for an item-
ized bill (which you are legal-
ly entitled to), and review it 
for errors. If you think there 
are errors – or the bill is just 
too big for you to handle – the 
worst thing to do is to ignore 
it.

Instead, challenge it. A 
study just published in JAMA 
Health Forum found that it’s 
worthwhile.

Erin  Duffy, a research 
scientist at the University of 
Southern California’s Shaef-
fer Center for Health Policy 
and Economics, surveyed a 
cross-section of health con-
sumers and found that one in 
five – fully 20 percent – re-
ported that their household 
had received a medical bill 
that they could not afford or 
didn’t agree with.

Most of them 
didn’t reach out to 
the health-care pro-
vider because they 
didn’t think it would 
make a difference. 
But, she wrote, “the 
experiences of those 
who did reach out 
provide evidence to 
the contrary.”

“Most respon-
dents who reached 

out reported at least one form 
of financial relief, bill correc-
tions, or better understanding 
of the bill,” she wrote. “These 
findings suggest that patients 
benefit from reaching out to 
the billing office on receiving 
a problematic bill, and those 
who do not reach out may be 
missing financially advanta-
geous opportunities.”

The study found few dif-
ferences in the households 
reporting problem bills – the 
residents had different levels 
of income and education. But 
these factors did affect a per-
son’s willingness to call about 
their medical bill.

“Those who were unin-
sured, Medicare insured, and 
less educated were less likely 

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

See YOUR HEALTH
page 8

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — Many of 
you shared your snow photos 
with the Chicopee Register 
after the recent snowstorm 

that blanketed the region.
This week, we have 

some more to share. Enjoy 
this photospread of snow-
storm pics and again, thank 
you to everyone who sent in 
their photos.

Winter that 
wouldn’t quit

PHOTO COURTESY OF BERNADINE LEWIS

The dogs observe the snow.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MO SAMSON

The kids having fun on a very snowy slide.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIBBY MARTEL

A back deck—including the chairs—covered in snow. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DALE BUTTERFOSS

The heavy snow also covered this hot tub/jacuzzi.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DANIELLE ROBITAILLE

Cali’s first time in the snow.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CODY MARIE NALLETT

Kids playing and enjoying a snow day.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SAVINA MORIN

You can hardly see anything that’s buried under the snow in this photo.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TAYLOR HOFFMAN

Looking out the window, the snow was very high.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MARY MAJKOWSKI

The snow piles formed this very unique shape on this deck.
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90 Avocado St., Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE

BEEF SHAVED STEAK

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$799

lb

CUT
FREE

USDA INSP. 
SUPER STEAK
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF TOMAHAWK
RIB EYE STEAK
$1399

lb

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURG PATTIES
80% LEAN

SUPER GAME SAVINGS!SUPER GAME SAVINGS!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH SLICED IN OUR DELI
FULLY COOKED 
TEXAS BBQ 
SMOKED BEEF BRISKET ...

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ................................
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CUT FREE .............

$179
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK 
SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ...........

$188
lb

$499

USDA INSP. 
HARDWOOD SMOKED
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE PIT HAM .................
USDA INSP. 
COOKS 
1/2 SPIRAL HAM .................

$366
lb

$119lb

$277
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES .....................

$266
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST ....................

$349
ea

USDA INSP.  FROZEN

HILLSHIRE FARM
POLSKA KIELBASA
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

FULLY COOKED
ROASTED CHICKEN WINGS
JUST HEAT WITH YOUR FAVORITE SAUCE lb

$299

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .............

$169
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

PARTY CUT 
CHICKEN WINGS 5 LB BAG ......... $160

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 OZ ea

$499

WHOLE 
OR HALF

20 COUNT BOX20 COUNT BOX

$1569
ea

$1999
ea

3 OZ3 OZ 4 OZ4 OZ

partner. They’ve been able 
to help us secure the clinical 
hours that the kids need as part 
of the licensing agreement and, 
again, it just allows the kids to 
utilize this lab fully with all the 
mannequins that are in here 
along with the beds that we 
have here,” Ingram said. 

He also hopes to open 
the doors to more students as 

there’s a waitlist currently.
“We’ve had the posting 

for the teacher position now 
for almost a year. Just really 
haven’t had a candidate be-
cause, as we know, the nursing 
industry or the health science 
business right now in Western 
Mass is booming. It’s number 
one in the labor market de-
mand according to MassHire 
people. So, they’re making a 
lot of money out there and it’s 
hard to recruit them to come 

teach right now,” Ingram said. 
Ella Desrosiers and Isabel 

Vershon, seniors at the high 
school, are part of the program 
and have enjoyed their experi-
ence. 

“Ever since I was young, 
I really wanted to help people 
out. Seeing that a lot of peo-
ple struggle with their mental 
health or physical health, so I 
want to be an aspect of help-
ing in any way I can. Because 
I was lucky enough to get help 

and have the opportunity to go 
to the doctor’s when I need to, 
so I want to be like that first re-
sponder or at least somebody 
in a nursing home or care fa-
cility to help those people out,” 
Vershon said.

“For me, I have a lot of 
influential people in my life 
that are part of healthcare, so 
that was definitely part of the 
reason why because I want to 
be just like them when I grew 
up,” Desrosiers said. “Another 

thing is, not a lot of schools 
around us have a program like 
this. We really are the only 
program around here. So, I 
thought it was a really good 
program to take up.”

After sharing their biggest 
lessons were about everyone 
working together and wanting 
to succeed, the girls expressed 
gratitude for the opportunity, 
especially the hands-on expe-
rience and learning so much. 

“I love it. I think not only 
do I get to do what I love, but 
it doesn’t even feel like school, 
really. It’s fun. I get to do what 
I like. I like to learn about 
new things, I like to be able to 
look at the healthcare. I don’t 
see this as a class where I 
dread to go in. I’m excited 
to come here, learn new 
things, because I know that 
it truly is setting me up for 
success in the future,” Des-
rosiers said.

“It’s been fun. The teach-
er’s amazing, Ms. Katie, she is 
a really good teacher. I think 
she really explains the skills 
really good and everybody un-
derstands what to do,” Vershon 
said. 

Vershon added if you ar-
en’t in high school and don’t 
have an opportunity to do it, 
it’s “a couple hundred dollars 
to go through a class like this” 
and you might not have one-
on-one time with the teacher 
due to class size or a college 
setting.

“But here, we have Mr. 
Ingram, we have Ms. Muriel, 
we have Katie, we have our 
guidance or VPs to talk to if 
we’re struggling. We have 
that support system,” Vershon 
said. “I’m so grateful that my 
school offers this type of pro-
gram for students that are into 
it because it’s a great chance 
to learn how to care for some-
body, even if you aren’t going 

to be in a healthcare setting.”
Desrosiers and Vershon 

encouraged anyone inter-
ested to check it out, adding 
the program can open many 
doors and open their minds. 

“It’s going to be hard, 
it’s going to be difficult, but 
everything is difficult and 
at the end of the day, every-
one knows that their capa-
bilities and their abilities in 
that everyone is able to be 
like this. Everyone can really 
push themselves to be in the 
healthcare field,” Desrosiers 
said. “It’s not an easy field, 
but if you’re doing something 
that you love, you can’t give 
up on it.”

“It’s going to be dif-
ficult, but you’re going to 
have to apply yourself. That’s 
the way that you’re going 
to succeed. You have to put 
the dedication in and effort 
into which you really enjoy. 
That’s what’s going to make 
you successful. That’s what’s 
going to push you through, 
that’s what’s going to give 
you the motivation to com-
plete whatever you want to do 
in life,” Vershon said. 

Ingram added middle 
schools kids also “are having 
more dialogue about what ca-
reers they’re interested in.” 

“So kids now are start-
ing to think about what high 
school to go to and what I’m 
interested in and what I want 
to do, so that kind of dialogue 
has been great because it’s 
not just great for the kids in-
terested, but also the middle 
school staff members to real-
ly help kids make good choic-
es, so now we’re building 
better partnerships with the 
high schools and the middle 
schools, which is an import-
ant part because we all know 
the 9th grade year is uber im-
portant,” Ingram said. 

credible the way we got the 
word out, and I think we can 
all agree that no matter what 
you think about each other, 
everybody loves animals. The 
cats bring people together and 
I think having kittens here is a 
bonus for people to get their 
kitty fix,” Stetson said. “The 
turnout tonight is absolutely 
incredible. I’ve done so many 
fundraisers in my life and I’m 
blown away by how many peo-
ple are out here tonight.”

“The Rumbleseat is so 
popular that when they put the 
word out for us too, it’s a big 
help,” Fiskaa said. “All of our 
proceeds tonight will go to-
ward our medical bills, actual-
ly. It’s just amazing because so 
many people are here and they 
want to cuddle the kittens and 
it’s just a great night after the 
storm for people to just come 
out and just sit and have fun.”

Stetson also emphasized 

how every donation adds up.
“Sometimes it’s medi-

cal bills, sometimes it’s food. 
Whatever we raise through 
the raffle, through my dona-
tion on the match of people’s 
purchases, it all goes towards 
the organization in one way or 
another,” Stetson said. 

Fiskaa added that be-
ing present in the community 
makes an impact too.

“This just really helps us 
out and everybody’s just so 
amazing. They come here just 
to see us and to eat the great 
food, but it’s just a great thing 
in the community to just be out 
here,” Fiskaa said.

Fiskaa thanked the com-
munity for their support.

“I hope they know how 
much we appreciate this and 
that all of their money actually 
goes to a really good cause. I 
feel like we’re one of the only 
rescues in the area. We’re not a 
shelter and I think we are pret-
ty much the most well-known,” 
Fiskaa said. “I just think that 
for them to participate in this, I 
hope that they know how much 
they are doing for us and how 
much we appreciate it. Any 
amount helps at all, whether 
it’s $5 or $20, we appreciate 
everybody.”

To learn more, check out 
the Halfway Home Cat Rescue 
Inc. Facebook page for infor-
mation on donations, wish lists 
and future fundraising events.

HEALTH LAB
from page 1

CAT RESCUE
from page 1

father was a captain when 
he retired from the Chicopee 
Fire Department. It was just 
something I always wanted 
to do. It wasn’t a fallback 
plan; it was the only plan. 
He too comes from a fire-
fighting background. His 
mother is a retired captain 
from Westfield Fire De-
partment; his uncle is a 
Ludlow firefighter and his 
grandmother retired from 
the Agawam Fire Depart-
ment,” Bill Boutin said. 
“He made the decision 
himself; he had other op-

tions, but saw firefighting 
as what he really wanted 
to do. Most kids nowa-
days don’t know what they 
want to do. He had that 
goal early on. As soon as 
he graduated high school, 
he went to EMT school, 
his first step in preparation 
for reaching his goal. At 
the end of each long day, 
he spent a couple hours 
preparing for the next day. 
He has kept up this effort 
at work as he spends many 
hours studying streets, 
reading SOG’s and famil-
iarizing himself with CFD 
apparatus and keeping his 

firefighting skills up.”
It’s clear that Jacob 

and Bill Boutin both share 
a great respect for firefight-
ing as a career. It takes real 
strength and compassion to 
put in the necessary hard 
work and sacrifice that fire-
fighting demands. 

The profession is not 
an easy one, but it is one 
that helps countless people 
every day.

Also, the family lega-
cy of the Boutins serving 
as firefighters continues, 
with Jacob Boutin bringing 
in a new generation to the 
ranks.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHICOPEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Firefighter Jacob Boutin poses with his certificate after completing training at the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Academy in December 2025. 

St. Stanislaus School hosting annual auction
CHICOPEE – The St. 

Stanislaus School is hosting 
its Annual Auction in March 
2026 as an online virtual 
event.

The Auction begins on 
March 7 and ends on March 
14.

The Auction is to raise 
funds for a new stage and 
Performing Arts Fund. 
During these challenging 
times in our world, it is more 
important than ever to have 
current and relevant curricu-
lum available in all areas of 
learning. Our goal is to raise 
$15,000 to $20,000 for our 
school.

The cost of providing a 
quality, safe and health envi-
ronment is higher than ever 
at this time. Your contribu-
tion will help us to continue 
to provide for the 300 stu-
dents in our school each day.

In order to reach this 
goal, we need donations 
from businesses, parents 
and individual benefactors. 
Please consider support-
ing our event by donating 
a gift certificate, monetary 
donation, merchandise or 
services. Your company will 
be listed in the bidding bro-
chure, and your donation 
will be displayed in the on-

line catalogue for bidding.
We hope you will donate 

an item or make a contribu-
tion to help support St. Stan-
islaus School where we be-
lieve that we should “Strive 
to be Servant Leaders for 
Today and Tomorrow.”

Please contact Kather-
ine Rorrio at 413-592-5135 
or email ststanis@saint-
stansschool.org if you are 
able to donate. We will glad-
ly have someone pick up 
your contribution. 

Any donations will be 
tax deductible and will be 
given a receipt worth the 
value of the donation.

There was also a senior cat amongst the group, with this 15-year-
old Tuxedo cat getting some love and attention.

IN THE CITY

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Among the raffle prizes were these cat-themed dish towels 
with different holiday colors, including Valentine’s Day.

City of Chicopee data
collection program begins

CHICOPEE - The 
Chicopee Board of Asses-
sors is notifying business-
es that data collectors from 
the assessors’ office will 
be visiting all businesses 
starting January 27, 2026 
to collect personal proper-
ty information. Each data 
collector will carry an of-
ficial photo identification 
card issued by Real Estate 
Research Consultants, Inc. 
and a letter from the Chi-
copee Board of Assessors.

The Department of 

Revenue requires the As-
sessors to visit businesses 
every five years to re-list 
the taxable personal prop-
erty that is used by the 
business.  

The data collectors 
will also confirm the legal 
owner, business name and 
mailing address for each 
location.

Data collectors will 
have identification and 
any questions can be di-
rected to the Assessors’ 
office at 594-1430.

Winter Gym Time
CHICOPEE – Winter 

Gym Time will be taking 
place at Szetela School. Drop-
in playtime with friends in the 
gym.

Children build strength, 
coordination and confidence 
through playful movement. 
Using games, obstacle cours-
es, music and imagination, 
children jump, balance, 
stretch and move in a safe en-
vironment.They take place on 
Wednesdays from 4 to 5 p.m. 
on Jan. 21, Jan. 28, Feb. 4, 
Feb. 11, Feb. 25 and March 4.

For information, call 
Shane at 413-310-1632.

BOUTINS from page 1
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WILBRAHAM – Last 
Saturday afternoon, Chi-
copee Comprehensive used 
a strong first half to defeat 
host Minnechaug 60-48. The 
two teams, playing a Satur-
day matinee, were close for 
most of the first half, but the 
Colts would build a seven 
point lead at halftime. They 
then shut down Chaug’s of-
fense in the third quarter and 
pulled away. Comp was led 
with a big game by Elijah 
Kleps with 24 points. Brody 
Fay was next with 19 points. 
Minnechaug got 14 points 
from Andrew Grasso and 12 
points from Cohen Nelson. 
Miles Fergus added 11 points. 
Minnechaug fell to 7-8 while 
Comp improved to an impres-
sive 12-3 on the season.

Comp wins 12th game of the season

Modesto Gelindrez faces an opponent on his way down the 
court.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Devynn Charles grabs the 
loose ball.

Jacoby Haney heads for the hoop. Elijah Kleps gets the layup.

Brody Fay sends a pass across the court while under pressure.

Francis Jordan makes a pass on the run.

AGAWAM – Last Thurs-
day night, a strong second 
half helped propel Agawam 
High School girls basketball 
to its fourth win of the sea-
son, a 43-21 win over Chi-

copee Comprehensive. In 
the win, Sophia Laprise had 
11 points to lead all scorers. 
Alanna Rose had eight points 
and Carlina Calabrese and 
Isabella Laprise had seven 

points each. Comp was led by 
Sheyenne Santiago with nine 
points. Agawam improved 
to 4-10 for the season while 
Comp fell to just 1-13 on the 
season.

Colts suffer loss at Agawam
Bailey Neuhauser makes a rebound for the Colts.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Mariah Diaz sends a pass away.

Joaneliz Soto-Cintron tries to grab a loose 
ball near the sideline. Taeghan LaPorte tries to get out of the corner.

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
– Last Saturday evening, 
Agawam High School ice 
hockey defeated the Chicop-
ee co-op team 8-5 at Olym-
pia Ice Center. 

Agawam, which had a 
great offensive effort, got 
a great game from Andy 
Holton and Braden Parrelli 
with three goals each.

 Chicopee was led by 
Aidan Nadeau with two 
goals. Brennan Corcoran, 
Anthony Bonafilia, and 
Owen Buchanan all had 
single goals for the Pacers. 
Agawam is 2-11 while Chi-
copee is 1-10-2.

Chicopee co-op hockey 
loses to Agawam

Landyn Klein looks to center the 
puck.

Landon Johnson makes a 
backhand play.

URLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Aiden Nadeau hustles up the ice. Logan DeJesus gets past center ice.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.  pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on February 6th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2002 Chevrolet Blazer 
VIN: 1GNDT13W82K124496
David Cote
44 Greenbrier Rd.
East Hartford, CT 06118

2014 Chrysler Town & Country 
VIN: 2C4RC1CG6ER248716
Rhonda Ann Lorenz
8743 W 106th Ter.
Overland Park, KA 66212

2013 Hyundai Sonata 
VIN: 5NPEB4AC5DH612364
Jessica Viana Dos Santos
97 Grape St., Apt. E 
Chicopee, MA 01013 
01/23, 01/30, 02/06/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on February 13, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2001 Honda Civic 
VIN: 1HGEM22221L086515
Willilam French 
283 River St., 6 
Montpelier, VT 05602

2008 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL21E98N404033
Joacy Costa De Oliveira

23 School St., Apt. 15
Rockland, MA 02370

2014 Honda Civic 
VIN: 19XFB2F52EE234643
Myrna Baehr
112 Santa Barbara St.
Springfield, MA 01104

2023 X Pro Moped 
VIN: L2BB9NCC8PB109039
Shaun Guyer
275 Prentice St
Springfield, MA 01104

2011 Hyundai Sonata 
VIN: 5NPEB4AC2BH211898
Brianna Monay
23 Connecticut Ave., Apt. B
New London, CT 06320

2006 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM56316A010508
Richard Dickson
30 Bay Meadow Rd., Apt. 30
Springfield, MA 01109

2005 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM56775A140312
Ruth Sanchez
834 Worthington St Apt 2
Springfield, MA 01105

2003 Kawasaki Kx85-A
VIN: JKBKXFAC93A018212
Jomar Yadiel Colon
25 Warner St.
Springfield, MA 01108

2008 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP26358A070462
Malcolm Tiggett
20 Sullivan St. 
Springfield, MA 01104 
01/30, 02/06, 02/13/2026
01/23, 01/30, 02/06/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on February 
20th at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 

said vehicles. 

2007 Wabash National Corp 
Base 
VIN: 1JJV532W27L094957
Safety First Trucking LLC
1022 Boulevard 284
W. Hartford, CT 06119	

2012 Hyundai Elantra 
VIN: 5NPDH4AE4CH112254
Mildred Baez Hernandez
176 Centre St., Apt. 2
Indian Orchard, Ma 01151	

2015 Hyundai Tucson 
VIN: KM8JTCAF5FU038899
Merlin Alexis
869 Worthington St., Apt. 3
Springfield, MA 01105

2008 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGFA15858H349787
Luis Gonzalez
580 S Summer St., Apt. 12
Holyoke, MA 01040

2008 Wabash National Base 
VIN: 1JJV532WX8L148636
Favoree Services Inc.
24 Kenmar Dr. 226
Billerica, MA 01821 
02/06, 02/13, 02/20/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1528EA
Estate of: 

Justin Paul Laliberte 
Date of Death: 06/23/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Jocelyn A Laliberte of Kansas 
City, MO requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 

Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Jocelyn A Laliberte of Kansas 
City, MO be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve on the bond in un-
supervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/02/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 02, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/06/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0130EA
Estate of: 

Dorothy Margaret Neveu
Also Known As: 

Dorothy M. Neveu
Date of Death: 

December 4, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of 

Petitioner Richard Neveu of 
Whitsett, NC

Petitioner Robert Neveu of 
Chicopee, MA 

Petitioner Sandra Suska of 
Feeding Hills, MA 

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Richard Neveu of Whitsett, 
NC

Robert Neveu of Chicopee, 
MA 

Sandra Suska of Feeding 
Hills, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-

tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/06/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P2599EA
Estate of: 

Michael Albin Radawiec
Date of Death: 08/13/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Judy M Slater 
of Belchertown, MA. 

Judy M Slater of Belcher-
town, MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/06/2026

to reach out to the billing of-
fice,” Duffy reported. “These 
differences in self-advocacy 
may be widening the gap in 
financial burden of health care 
between those with higher and 
lower socioeconomic status.”

Self-advocacy is not easy, 
and challenging a medical bill 
can be time-consuming and 
frustrating. Some of the peo-

ple in Duffy’s study said they 
had spent five hours or more 
contesting a bill, and quite a 
few said they didn’t feel the 
people in charge were respect-
ful to them.

But if the outcome is a re-
duced bill or a payment plan, 
it can be worth the effort. It’s 
estimated that Americans are 
carrying more than $200 bil-
lion in medical debt, the ma-
jority of it by people who owe 

$10,000 or more. While the 
three major credit agencies no 
longer include medical debts 
under $500 on credit reports, it 
can still impact credit scores if 
the health organization reports 
it to the credit agencies.

Tellingly, only 3.5 per-
cent of the respondents sought 
help from an advocacy orga-
nization to contact the billing 
office, Duffy said. The time 
burden plus the fact that many 
of the people surveyed didn’t 
reach out at all indicates 
“there may be an unmet need 
for formal assistance navigat-
ing bills,”  she wrote.

Patient advocates are 
one source of such formal 
assistance. They navigate the 
intricacies of the health-care 
system itself and its mind-bog-
gling billing systems, too. A 
medically trained patient ad-
vocate can look at an itemized 
medical bill and spot duplica-
tions and inconsistencies that 
a lay advocate may miss.

To avoid mistakes and 
misunderstandings, under-
stand your health insurance 
coverage; ask questions when 
you don’t. Know what your 

deductibles, coinsurance, co-
pays and out-of-pocket maxi-
mums are. Ask why your doc-
tor is ordering certain tests or 
procedures. Call your insurer 
in advance to find out how 
much you’ll be asked to pay. 
Always document the answers 
you receive, who you spoke 
to, and when. Get promises in 
writing. And if you’re unin-
sured, be upfront about it.

After all that, if you still 
receive a bill you think has er-
rors, advocate for yourself and 
you may save yourself some 
money.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of North-
shore Patient Advocates LLC 
(NShore).  She is also founder 
and CEO of Nurse Advocate 
Entrepreneur, which trains 
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates.  Teri offers 
a free phone consultation to 
newspaper readers as well as 
to nurses interested in becom-
ing advocates.   Reach her 
at  Teri@NurseAdvocateEn-
trepreneur.com.

Quabbin, along with a treat-
ment facility in Belchertown. 
From there, water is dispersed 
and delivered by gravity to 
surrounding communities such 
as Wilbraham, Chicopee and 
South Hadley Fire District No. 
1, through the Chicopee Valley 
Aqueduct, where, along the 
way, it is stored in the  Nash 
Hill Covered Storage Tank in 
Ludlow before being trans-
ferred to the Chicopee Water 
Treatment Plant on Burnett 
Road. 

“I want to add that the 
storage facility in Ludlow pro-
vides large-scale storage of the 
water. It then reaches Burnett 
Road, where it is treated, and 
then it makes its way out to 
the general public, and at this 
moment we currently have two 
distribution mains from Nash 
Hill, and an additional two at 
Burnett Road which makes 

their way out to Sheridan 
Street near Walmart,” Lonczak 
said. “However, we are look-
ing to make repairs to one of 
the pipes, which is 36 inches 
in diameter and is reaching 
the end of its lifespan. The lat-
ter is 30-inch diameter, which 
is running smoothly, but this 

change needs to happen sooner 
rather than later.”

Lonczak said that the re-
placement will be a new duc-
tile iron pipe, which is steel 
on the exterior and concrete 
on the inside, with a projected 
lifespan of up to 100 years. 

The meeting also revealed 
that the DPW is looking to 
replace and implement new 
AMI(Advanced Meter Infra-
structure) water meters.

“The city is currently 
going through and replac-
ing those meters with ‘smart 
meters’ to go in and find out, 
which can be read with a hand-
held digital device, and can 
transmit readings via cellular, 
so we don’t have to spend so 
much time reading meters, and 
that’s going to be an ongoing 
process coming up in the next 
couple of years, and as always 
staying in the loop for ongoing 

hydrant flushing,” Lonczak 
said. 

Among those in atten-
dance was Refill Water Store 
Owner Brian Cabral and his 
family, who shared this was a 
great experience for all. 

“I feel this forum was 
extremely important. Just me 
being a business owner, espe-
cially being in the water in-
dustry, I have customers that 
come in daily, and they are 

concerned about their drink-
ing water, tap water, and so 
coming here, I learned more 
that I can share, as well as 
giving the benefits of what we 
offer, but also let them know 
that the drinking water in Chi-
copee is safe and one of the 
best,” Cabral said. 

Those in attendance 
were, also, invited to partici-
pate in a survey to share their 
feedback. 

NEWS BRIEFS 
from page 1

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

YOUR HEALTH 
from page 1

SLIDE COURTESY OF QUINN LONCZAK

Additional details explaining how water is treated.

SLID E COURTESY OF QUINN LONCZAK

A slide showcasing the track of water for the water treatment process.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to 

Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOW REMOVAL
SNOW REMOVAL

Roof Raking, Small Driveways, Side-
walks Cleaned. Call Tim 413-563-2229.
.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at 
Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 

167 North Spencer Road, Spencer, MA 
has an opening for a 

PART TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on 

experience and related skills .
Requirements: High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  

For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 

at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
 or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

The Town of Huntington
is seeking a part-time Town Hall 

Floater/Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant/

Assistant Town Clerk.  
$20-$22 per hour based on

experience. 15 hours per week. 
Application and complete job description 

are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us 

or by emailing
 admin@huntingtonma.us. 

Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
More information at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

PALMER: 1 BR Apt. 
No Pets/No Smoking. 
BRETON ESTATES

413-283-6940

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


