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Honorees are celebrated at
Annual President’s Dinner

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The 
community gathered at the 
Knights of Columbus Elder 
Council 69 on Feb. 7 for the 
Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee’s Annual 
President’s Dinner.

This year’s honorees 
are 2026 Parade Committee 
President Aly Sliwa, Haley 
Jarvis for the Woods Award, 
the Atkinson Award to the 
Knights of Columbus Elder 
Council 69 and Home As-
sociation and 2026 Parade 
Marshal Bernie St. George.

Parade Committee Vice 
President Krystenlee Pepin 

served as event host while 
2024 Parade Committee 
President Meghan Balakier 
and Ward 6 City Councilor 
Samuel Shumsky served as 
the emcees.

Entertainment was pro-
vided by the New England 
Celi Band featuring Jimmy 
McArdle and Friends, spon-
sored by Freedom Cred-

it Union, and Presz-Perry 
Acoustic, sponsored by 
KLM Automotive, and the 
invocation led by Fr. Robert 
Gentile at St. Rose de Lima 
Church.	 Blue Room Café 
was hall sponsor. Jarvis has 
been involved with the Pa-
rade Committee as a member 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – Like much 
of the Northeast, Chicopee got 
slammed by a winter storm 
several weeks ago that left the 
city with more than a foot of 
snow. 

It was the worst snow-
storm the region has experi-
enced in more than a decade, 
and the Chicopee Department 
of Public Works faced more 
challenges than the weather. 

Several elected officials 
identified during the Feb. 3 
meeting of the City Council 
that the DPW is notably un-
derstaffed. 

Ward 9 Councilor Mary 
Beth Costello requested that 
the city provide the board with 
an updated list of vacancies at 
the DPW. 

She stressed the impor-
tance of getting the depart-
ment back to full staff, as many 
medical professionals from 
Baystate Health in Springfield 
live in Chicopee and must get 
to work regardless of how 
much snow there is. 

“I want an updated report 
and make sure that our first 
responders can get in and out 

of their streets and ambulanc-
es and fire and police can get 
down streets and get those 
nurses into Baystate,” Costel-
lo said. 

Councilor-at-Large Joel 
McAuliffe said he was equal-
ly interested in learning how 
many vacancies there current-
ly are at the DPW. 

“I know it was report-
ed on the news, but I would 
also be interested,” McAuliffe 
said. “I would request that as 
however that report looks like, 
we could get a blurb on what 
our recruitment and retention 
efforts are as well by Human 
Resources.”

City Council President/
Councilor-at-Large Frank La-
flamme said he has been in 
touch with the proper channels 
to make the report a reality. He 
emphasized that the DPW per-
formed well during the storm 
despite the obstacles. 

“Let’s keep in mind, ev-
erybody knows there’s a work-
er shortage out there for every 
department, so I don’t want to 
diminish the work the DPW 
did through this past snow-
storm and continues to do. 

Understaffed DPW 
shines during
recent snowstorm
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From the left, Grand Knight Dan Therrien, Ray LeHoullier, president of the Home Association for the Knights of Columbus Elder 
Council 69, 2026 Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee President Aly Sliwa, Woods Award Winner Haley Jarvis and 2026 
Parade Marshal Bernie St. George.

Chicopee Parade Committee holds Irish Tea
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — On Feb. 
8, 12 Chicopee Colleen hope-
fuls gathered inside the Por-
tuguese American Club to 
partake in a traditional “Irish 
Tea”, which served as an op-
portunity for the contestants 
to get acquainted with each 
other, and take in the ‘green 
season’ experience ahead of 
the grand Coronation Ball 
later this month on Saturday, 
Feb. 21, where the title of 
2026 Grand Colleen will be 
bestowed. 

The event also featured 
local dignitaries, including 
Mayor John Vieau, various 
representatives from the City 
Council, and honorary guest 
speaker, Professor Laura Mc-
Neil, PhD, Director of Hon-
ors Program and Professor of 
History, from Elms College, 
who both provided ample in-
sight into the importance of 

Irish culture in the city.
2026 Chicopee St. Pat-

rick’s Day Parade Committee 
President Aly Sliwa reflected 
on the overall progression of 
the parade season as it was 
fast approaching.  

“It’s going quite well, all 
of the girls are excited, and 
like always, we continue to 
have a great group of girls, 
and we keep telling them 
these next couple of weeks 
are going to be fast, but it will 
all work out on ball night and 
see who’s crowned,” Sliwa 
said. 

Sliwa also discussed the 
importance of past achieve-
ments, such as the reveal of 
the official Chicopee Tartan 
in December 2025, and how 
the Parade Committee contin-
ues to push forward and inno-
vate every year. 

“I mean, the tartan reveal 
overall was so special, and 
unique in its own way, and 
that was just a great way to 

kick off the parade season,” 
Sliwa said. “And honestly, the 
group that did the tartan just 
spent so much time and ef-

fort into it, and it’s truly just 
a great thing to have.”  

The current reigning 
2025 Grand Colleen, Daiana 

Torres, and her court, consist-
ing of Emma Caproni, Han-
nah O’Neil, Meghan Oxley,  
and Wilmette Cumba were 

also in attendance for the fes-
tivities.

Torres shared how a 
sense of closure and the pro-
verbial moment of passing the 
torch has started to set in, and 
has become apparent for each 
member. 

“I’m feeling bittersweet 
as this past Saturday was the 
President’s Dinner, and that’s 
when it hit that we have two 
weeks left in our reign, and 
we also understand that we 
will forever be marked as the 
2025 Colleen and her court,” 
Torres said. 

Torres said she is excited 
to pass the crown down and 
to see who earns the title and 
takes the spotlight for 2026. 

“I’m truly excited to pass 
the torch down, pass down the 
experiences, to the new five 
girls who can experience it,” 
Torres  said 

She also explained the 

Black History Month celebrated in flag-raising
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - It was 
standing-room only inside 
City Hall Auditorium on Feb. 
6 for the Fourth Annual Black 
History Month flag-raising 
ceremony.

The festivities included 
performances by the Chi-
copee Comprehensive High 
School   and Chicopee High 
School choirs, remarks from 
Mayor John Vieau, Super-
intendent Dr. Marcus Ware, 
Springfield City Council-
or-at-Large Justin Hurst, Dr. 
Slandie Dieujuste, the vice 
chancellor for Student Affairs 
at Springfield College, Elms 
College President Dr. Harry 
Dumay, Kiyota Garcia, the 
assistant vice president of Stu-
dent Affairs and Chief Equity 
Officer at Springfield Techni-
cal Community College, and 
Holyoke Community College 

President Dr. George Tim-
mons.

Springfield School Com-
mittee Member, staff director/
chief of staff for State Rep. Or-
lando Ramos (D-Springfield) 
and The Kwanzaa Collective 
President Ayanna Crawford 
served as mistress of ceremo-
nies.

Community recognition 
awards were also given out 
to Artise Carr, the CEO and 
founder of The Kidney Ad-
vocate LLC and an ambassa-
dor for the American Kidney 
Fund, and Erns Rinvill, the 
organizer for Toys for Tots 
in Chicopee. Rinvill also sur-
prised Venus Roman, a local 
bus driver, for her support of 
Toys for Tots with a special 
framed honor and dedicated 
his award to her. 

The mayor’s proclama-
tion was presented to Chicop-

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Local and state elected officials, community members and more gather together for a group photo under the Black History Month 
flag.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

2025 Reiging Grand Colleen Daiana Torres and her Colleen Court .  Not pictured but also part of the 
Court is Meghan Oxley.

See DPW page 5
See PRESIDENT’S 

DINNER page 3

See BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH page 7

See IRISH TEA page 5
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GET
HIRED

Competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Locally Owned, Family Business

Full-Time
Advertising Sales 
➤ Do you want to work in your community 

helping local businesses connect with their 
customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local 
journalism, which tells the unique stories of 
our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers. The right candidate 
will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

➤ You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 
Basic computer skills are required. Previous 
print sales experience is preferred but we 
will train the right candidate.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

Controversial downtown business pushes City Council’s buttons
By Dalton Zbierski 

Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – Despite 
being told to cease-and-desist 
by the city, a towing and re-
covery business in Chicopee 
Center refuses to go quietly 
into the night. 

Cruise Control Trans-
portation, which operates 
at 78 West Street under the 
direction of Sturbridge resi-
dent Joshua Roy, previously 
failed to gain a special per-
mit from the City Council 
during its meeting on Dec. 
11, 2024. 

To receive the special 
permit, the business needed 
to garner 9 votes in support, 
but it failed to do so when re-
viewed in 2025.. 

However, the board was 
not at full capacity at that 
time following the death 
of Vice President/Council-
or-at-Large Robert Zyga-
rowski and the departure 
of Councilor-at-Large Tim 
Wagner after his August 2025 
resignation from the council.

Due to that anomaly, 

Cruise Control Transporta-
tion took the city to court, 
where it was ruled that the 
City Council would have to 
revisit and revote on the item. 

Several members of the 
board voiced opposition to 
discussing the matter again. 
Ward 2 Councilor Shane 
Brooks, who represents 
downtown, led the outcries. 

“This is an active appli-
cation for a special permit, 
yet this business has been op-
erating without said required 
permit for a period of six to 
eight months,” Brooks said. 
“This is the only business 
in the city that’s required to 
have a special permit that has 
basically flubbed its nose to 
the City Council and all the 
rules that are required to op-
erate a business with a special 
permit and continues to oper-
ate.” 

Brooks was hesitant to 
call it an “application,” as 
he said the business owner 
doesn’t care what the City 
Council decides. Brooks said 
Roy’s attitude has been prov-
en repeatedly, as the towing 

company ignores the order to 
cease-and-desist. 

According to Brooks, 
Cruise Control Transporta-
tion did not receive the spe-
cial permit originally because 
it disturbs the way of life in 
a neighborhood where park-
ing is already at a premium. 
He also said the wrecked cars 
there could be dangerous. 

“Now, you throw the size 
of the vehicles that are pro-
posed for a lot that is, in my 
opinion, not adequate to sup-
port the demand it’s being put 
under. There are cars being 
stored there that are heavily 
damaged,” Brooks said. “We 
don’t know what type of flu-
ids are leaking, what type of 
environmental impact they’re 
having on that property and 
that parcel and the surround-
ing parcels and neighborhood 
most importantly.” 

Brooks emphasized that 
the applicant has done every-
thing exactly opposite of the 
way a good community part-
ner would handle business. 
He said that Roy will contin-
ue to defy the city. 

“It’s unfortunate that it’s 
gotten to this point, but the 
fact of the matter is he was 
open this morning at seven 
o’clock when I drove through 
the Dunkin’ Donuts drive 
thru. He’ll be open tomorrow 
at seven o’clock when I go 
through the same drive thru, 
and he just doesn’t respect 
the requirements to operate 
that type of business down-
town,” Brooks said. 

Brooks added that this 
sets a terrible precedent for 
other irresponsible business 
owners to follow. He said 
that any other councilor who 
had a situation like this de-
velop in their ward would 
feel similarly. 

“This is one of the most 
depressed areas in the city. 
It’s downtown. We don’t do 
enough for the downtown 
residents, and this will just 
be another example of fail-
ing to meet the call to do the 
right thing if we don’t shoot 
this down tonight,” Brooks 
said. 

City Attorney Tim Riley 
explained to the board that 

it had to hear out the special 
permit application because 
the city agreed to do so in 
court. 

“Cruise Control filed 
suit, a settlement agreement 
was reached where it was 
decided that it would be 
brought back to the coun-
cil for a brand-new hearing 
from scratch,” Riley said. 

Councilor-at-Large Joel 
McAuliffe was unhappy that 
the Law Department entered 
into an agreement with the 
towing company that stands 
against the City Council’s 
position. 

“This also exposes my 
years’ long issue that the 
Law Department is the law 
department for the mayor 
and for the city and not for 
the City Council,” McAuliffe 
said. “For the Law Depart-
ment to enter into an agree-
ment that doesn’t represent 
the views of the subcom-
mittee or the council, which 
is the legislative body of the 
city, is a structural problem 
we won’t solve tonight but 
something I have an issue 

with.” 
McAuliffe noted that he 

drove by the business, and 
it’s clearly obvious that it is 
still operating. He warned 
about the risks of letting the 
business run with impunity. 

“I’m hot as a hornet over 
the fact that this business de-
cides to operate in violation 
of the law,” McAuliffe said. 
“It’s a Banana Republic sit-
uation. If you don’t have to 
follow the rules, and we’re 
not going to court to uphold 
them, what are we going to 
do? What is our job if we 
make laws and nobody fol-
lows them? It’s got to be 
figured out, and I don’t feel 
positive in our position as a 
council yet.” 

Ultimately, the council 
agreed to move the discus-
sion to the Feb. 25 meeting 
of the Zoning Subcommittee. 

Agenda item No. 1 will 
be to start a session of exec-
utive session to further the 
conversation, while item No. 
2 will entail the public hear-
ing and vote.

Chicopee Public Library hosts programs for kids and families
CHICOPEE - Each 

month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free 
programs for children, teens, 
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department seeks to 
provide opportunities for en-
tertainment and enrichment 
that promote literacy and ex-
plore creativity. Here is the 
slate of events for February 
2026.

Terrific Twos  will be 
held on Tuesdays, Feb. 17 at 
10:30 a.m.  Terrific Twos is 
for two- year-olds and their 
caregivers.  This program 

features about 25 minutes of 
structured circle time, fol-
lowed by about half an hour 
of semi-structured playtime. 
During circle time, we will 
sing songs, do rhymes, do 
some big movements, and 
read 1 book. The book choice 
rotates between either a read 
aloud picture book or a group 
read of a board book. Play-
time involves a choice of 
craft, activity, or play. 

Saturday Playgroup will 
be held on  Saturdays at 1 
p.m.  in February. We›ll put 
out some extra toys in the 

playspace. It›s a great time 
for families with kids of all 
ages to meet up and play.

February School Vaca-
tion Week is Feb. 17 through 
20

The library will be 
closed for Presidents’ Day 
on Monday, Feb. 16.

Mario Party
Celebrate everyone’s 

favorite plumber and his 
friends! We are turning the 
Kids Room into a Mario Par-
ty game! Come enjoy mini 
games, crafts and more. For 
kids and families of all ages, 

no registration required. Stop 
by the library at any point 
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. on Tues-
day, Feb. 17.

The library will host 
a  Big Kid Dance Par-
ty  on  Wednesday, Febru-
ary 18 at 10:30 a.m.  A bit 
like our regularly scheduled 
Little Kid Dance Party, but 
geared specifically towards 
elementary age kids. We›ll 
sing and dance and get out 
the rhythm sticks. Caregivers 
and younger kids are wel-
come.

The library will host Bin-
go for Books on Wednesday, 
Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. Play bingo 
for a chance to win books. 
Fun for the whole family.

Talking Hands The-
atre  will present their pup-
pet show, Whale Tales, 
on  Thursday, Feb. 19 at 
10:30 a.m.  Learn about ani-
mals under the sea with en-
gaging puppets and original 
songs. Great for the story-
time crowd. Kids of all ages 
and caregivers are welcome. 

No registration required.
Join us for a  Craft-

ernoon  where we will 
make Pasta Art on Thursday, 
Feb. 19 at 2 p.m. Create fun 
art using dyed pasta of all 
shapes and colors! For kids 
and families of all ages, no 
registration required.

On Friday, Feb. 20, stop 
by the Kids Room any time 
during the day to contribute 
to Community Art: Big Col-
oring.  Help us create a mural 
for our bulletin boards! We 
will have paper and all sorts 
of coloring tools available. 
Stop by anytime! For kids 
and families of all ages, no 
registration required. 

The Children’s Room is 
a great place to hang out. Col-
oring pages and board games 
are always available. There 
are also some new things 
you can play with while you 
visit. Ask us about food toys 
for the play kitchen, building 
blocks, or the art cart.

Teens!
Visit the library after 

school and enjoy the Teen 
Space with friends! We’ve 
got board games, puzzles, 
the library’s Switch, and col-
oring to enjoy. 

Anime Club  will be 
on  Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 3 
p.m. We’ll be celebrating 30 
years of Pokémon! With the 
franchise’s big three-oh only 
days after Anime Club, we’ll 
be talking about our hopes 
for big announcements and 
enjoying plenty of themed 
activities!

Friday Teen Hang
Join us every Friday af-

ter school  in the Teen Space 
for some games and crafts! 
We›ll have the Nintendo 
Switch available to play, col-
oring pages and paper to doo-
dle, and more!

Teens are invited to join 
us at LEGO, Sewing Club, 
and 

Visit the library web-
site for more info about 
all of the library’s events! 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

Polish Junior League of Massachusetts
launches annual scholarship offering

REGION – The Polish 
Junior League of Massachu-
setts has announced its annual 
scholarship program for stu-
dents of Polish heritage.

The League will be 
awarding scholarships to un-
dergraduate students, and one 
scholarship will be granted to 
a graduate or returning stu-
dent. In addition to the Un-
dergraduate Scholarship pro-
gram, there are two memorial 
scholarships, the Helen Weber 
Scholarship and the Josephine 
Karwoski Memorial Scholar-
ship, each offering a focus on 
specific areas of study.

The scholarships and ser-
vices provided by the Polish 
Junior League would not be 
possible without funds raised 
through the League’s Annu-
al Fashion Show and public 
donations. By contributing, 
individuals, businesses and 

corporations are helping to ex-
pand the level of awards and 
positively affect students.

Sheryl Mardeusz, pres-
ident of the Polish Junior 
League says, “we are proud 
to continue helping graduate 
and undergraduate students 
throughout New England and 
are extremely pleased to be 
able to help even more indi-
viduals pursue their educa-
tional goals.”

To be eligible, applicants, 
in addition to being part of 
the Polish community, must 
have a permanent address in 
the Western Massachusetts 
counties of Berkshire, Frank-
lin, Hampden or Hampshire. 
Applications can be received 
after January 2, 2026 with an 
application deadline of May 1, 
2026 and scholarship criteria 
can be found on the League’s 
website polishjuniorleague-

ma.org. 
For 87 years, the Polish 

Junior League of Massachu-
setts, a nonprofit organization 
of women developed as civic 
leaders, has made a demon-
strable impact on their com-
munity. True to its mission, 
the League has worked dili-
gently to help students obtain 
the best education, so they 
may contribute to enhance the 
social, cultural and political 
fabric of civil society.

*Scholarship Program 
Key Information

Applications can be sub-
mitted between January 2, 
2026 and May 1, 2026

Permanent address in 
Western MA counties of Berk-
shire, Franklin, Hampden or 
Hampshire

Enrolled in sophomore 
year (36 credits minimum)

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will offer a Pop-
Up Pantry on Thursday, Feb. 
19 at 9 a.m. at RiverMills 
Center, located at 5 W. Main 
Street.

RiverMills Center will 
host two pop-up pantries for 
SNAP recipients, age 55 and 
older. As a SNAP outreach 
partner with the Department 
of Transitional Services, Riv-
erMills recognizes the need 

for additional nutritional as-
sistance. Only Chicopee res-
idents who are current SNAP 
recipients age 55+ with a valid 
EBT card are eligible to sign 
up for the free bag of grocer-
ies.  Registration for the Feb. 
19 pantry opens Tuesday, Feb. 
17. Participation is limited 
to the first 125 participants. 
Please call Stephanie Tarrant 
at 534-3698 ext. 120 to regis-
ter. 

SNAP Pop-Up Pantry at Rivermills

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Happy Birthday to Buffie III 
(Teenager on Feb. 22)

    Luv, Mom, Dragonflies & Angels!

$189
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/12/26-2/18/262/12/26-2/18/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. FROZEN COOKED

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS  ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN RIGHT NOW

ASST. PASTA MEALS 16 OZ ........... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB. BAG ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONESSLESS

WHOLE EYE ROUND BEEF ............

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$219
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ROAST PORK LOIN 
LOIN END OR RIB END ..........

lb

lb
$699

$499

$169

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................

$298
lb

$1299
lb

BEEF
TENDERLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUTCUT
FREEFREE lb

$499
lb

$969
lb

99¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT CUBED .............
USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SHANKS ....................

SOUP’S ON!

$444
lb

  

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥

since 2017, treasurer of the 
executive board, chairing the 
March Money Madness Cal-
endars Fundraiser, the presi-
dent in 2022 and leading nu-
merous events.

“I’m excited and I’m 
nervous. I appreciate that they 
feel that I have held my own 
and done the work to deserve 
it,” Jarvis said.

She also expressed ex-
citement for this year’s pa-
rade season, looking forward 
to getting together with fam-
ily and friends to enjoy the 
events. 

“It’s nice that we keep 
these traditions alive,” Jarvis 
said. “I’m happy that we’re 
all together and we’re moving 
forward. We still have a com-
mittee together that brings 
Chicopee down the road ev-
ery March. We have so many 
events coming up. We have 
Irish Night, we have the Ball. 
We’re having Mass at Elms 
College this year, so that’s 
going to be a nice change.”

St. George, who received 
the Atkinson Award in 2007, 
currently serves as a member 
and board of director for the 
St. Patrick’s Committee of 
Holyoke. 

The former owner of 
Bridal Corner and Ron’s 
Formal Wear, he is also a 
founder and board member of 
Cigars4Soldiers, a nonprofit 
organization supporting local 
military families, veterans 
and organizations and also 
ships care packages of cigars 
overseas to those currently 
serving. 

“It’s overwhelming, hon-
estly. It’s obviously a true 
honor. Nothing that I ever ex-
pected. I’m hoping that I can 
make the committee proud,” 
St. George said. 

He also reflected on the 
generations keeping tradition 
alive, adding how he and his 
wife, Analia, were part of the 
Parade Committee for years 
and sponsored events.

“I love to see the lega-
cies that are left, the kids of 
the kids of the kids of the 
families that have been part 
of this, and you can just see 
the passion that they have for 
their heritage,” St. George 

said. “It’s great to see.”
Sliwa, a member since 

2018, also served as Parade 
Committee Vice President in 
2025 and on several subcom-
mittees.

“This night has been ab-
solutely gorgeous. The venue 
is great. I’m so glad that ev-
eryone’s here. A lot of famil-
iar faces. I’m excited as this 
is the first event that kicks off 
parade season,” Sliwa said. 

She also emphasized tra-
dition, whether incorporating 
new ones or sticking with the 
roots that began the parade 
committee.

“Definitely, those tradi-
tions and those roots will nev-
er change, but we are in more 
present times, so some things 
do change a little bit, but it’s 
for good. It’s a good change,” 
Sliwa said.

Sliwa praised the Tartan 
Committee for their work on 
the official tartan for the Chi-
copee contingent, which was 
unveiled in December 2025.

“They spent countless 
hours getting everything per-
fected, the shipping from 
Scotland and everything else. 
It looks absolutely beautiful. 
It pretty much goes with ev-
erything everyone’s wearing. 
The colors are just great,” 
Sliwa said. “They really did 
a great job and I’m proud of 
them.”

Grand Knight Daniel 
Therrien and Home Associa-
tion President Ray LeHoulli-
er shared the organization has 
hosted many Parade Com-

mittee events, houses their 
archives and served as a spon-
sor for events. Many Knights 
members have also been part 
of the Parade Committee.

“It’s a strong Irish. Chi-
copee’s strong Irish and 
there’s a lot of French, there’s 
a lot of Polish, so it’s all na-
tionalities here and we just 
basically work together. We 
work together as a team and 
that’s how we look at it,” Le-
Houllier said.

“It’s special for me too 
because I’m French. My last 
name’s Therrien—so that’s 
French—but also my mother 
was a Sullivan, so I’m half-
Irish. So, when they said it 
was Irish events and the Pa-
rade Committee and all that, 
it’s all Irish. This is special for 
me because of my mother’s 
side,” Therrien said. 

LeHoullier added the 
organization was humbled to 
host the President’s Dinner 
this year, with him and Ther-
rien wishing everyone a hap-
py parade season. 

“I think Chicopee loves 
this place. They love the 
Knights, they love just who 
we are,” LeHoullier said.

“The Knights are a non-
profit organization, so we do 
a lot for the community, es-
pecially the Catholic school 
and Catholic Church and all 

that—so, St. Joan of Arc—so 
it’s fitting today for Father 
Gentile to be here because 
he’s from Sr. Rose and St. 
Rose is our connecting par-
ish for our Elder Council 69,” 
Therrien said. 

Jarvis told her fellow 
honorees, “It’s going to be a 
good season and we’ll have a 
good time together.” 

“I’m very grateful for 
receiving the Woods Award. 
It’s an honor that people I 
work with for the season think 

highly enough of me to give 
me this award and I’m look-
ing forward to all of us being 
together, enjoying it, bringing 
more people out. It’s great 
to see the familiar faces that 
come to all of the events,” Jar-
vis said. 

St. George said he’s “a 
Chicopee boy at heart” and 
encouraged the community to 
come out and support all the 
upcoming festivities.

“They’re all very, very 
deserving. I think we’re going 

to have a great parade. This is 
a great season and I am just so 
very happy to be a part of it. 
I’m honored,” St. George said. 

Sliwa shared events are 
welcome to all and new mem-
bers are welcome to join the 
Parade Committee and share 
their ideas. She’s proud of this 
year’s honorees.

“It’s great that everyone 
can support it and we just do 
love having these events. The 
city is truly great,” Sliwa 
said.

PRESIDENT’S DINNER 
from page 1

 Members of the Knights of Columbus Elder Council 69 and Home Association in a group photo with 
Grand Knight Dan Therrien, Ray LeHoullier, president of the Home Association for the Knights of Co-
lumbus Elder Council 69, Ward 4 City Councilor George Balakier, Ward 6 City Councilor and Emcee 
Samuel Shumsky, members of the Atkinson Family, 2024 Parade Committee President and Emcee 
Meghan Balakier and State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow)

Ward 4 City Councilor George Balakier, 2024 Parade Committee President and Emcee 
Meghan Balakier, 2026 Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee President Aly 
Sliwa, Ward 6 City Councilor Samuel Shumsky and State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Lud-
low) in a group photo. Each honoree received a citation from the Massachusetts 
State Senate and a proclamation from the city.

Ward 4 City Councilor George Balakier, 2024 Parade Committee President and 
Emcee Meghan Balakier, 2026 Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee 
President Aly Sliwa, Ward 6 City Councilor and  Emcee Samuel Shumsky and 
State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) in a group photo. Each honoree received a 
citation from the Massachusetts State Senate and a proclamation from the city.

2026 Chicopee Colleen Contestants announced

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

Back Row, Left to Right: 
Mackenzie Bergstrom, Jaydda 
Reyes, Charlotte Fields, Be-
atrice Brown, Gracie Houldson. 
Front Row, Left to Right: Isabel 
Carpenter, Gracelyn Jarry, 
Mila Dillard, Shannon Caloon, 
McKenzie Araujo, Zoey Piedra. 
Missing from photo: Jahzara 
Bradley

CHICOPEE - 12 young 
women have submitted 
applications for the 2026 
Chicopee Colleen Contest.  
They were welcomed at an 
Irish Tea recently where 
they learned about Irish cul-
ture and customs, as well 
as the competition process. 
The Colleen and Court will 
be selected at the Corona-
tion Ball, which takes place 
on Saturday February 21, 
2026, at the Portuguese 
American Club on Ex-
change Street, Chicopee.

City of Chicopee 
Data Collection 
Program begins

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Board of Assessors is 
notifying businesses that data 
collectors from the assessors’ 
office will be visiting all busi-
nesses starting January 27, 
2026 to collect personal prop-
erty information. Each data 
collector will carry an official 
photo identification card is-
sued by Real Estate Research 
Consultants, Inc. and a letter 
from the Chicopee Board of 
Assessors.

The Department of Rev-
enue requires the Assessors 
to visit businesses every five 
years to re-list the taxable 
personal property that is used 
by the business.  The data col-
lectors will also confirm the 
legal owner, business name 
and mailing address for each 
location.

Data collectors will have 
identification and any ques-
tions can be directed to the As-
sessors’ office at 594-1430.
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IN THE CITY

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

Chicopee Register

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs or 
other materials submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned except upon 
specific request when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President 

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Chicopee Register

WEB
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

TEAM

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in Chicopee Register.

Male gadwall 
On Dec. 20, compil-

ers at the Athol Christmas 
Bird Count recorded a total 
of 58 species including a 
Gadwall, a first time for this 
species during a Christmas 
count.

Male Gadwall have 
grayish-brown heads, some-
times showing cinnamon 
on the forehead and faint 
purplish iridescence on the 
crown. Females resemble 
female mallards, but they 
have a thinner, darker bill. 

Gadwall nest in tall 
vegetation near water and 
show a preference for nest-
ing on islands. Their choice 
of nesting location gives 
them some protection from 
predators. Female Gad-
wall produce an egg a day 
and lay a clutch of seven to 
12 eggs. To meet their de-
mand for protein during this 
stressful time, female Gad-
wall eat more invertebrates 
than males during this pe-
riod in addition to using re-
serves of nutrients they’ve 
stored in their bodies during 
the winter.

Their winter habitat is 
fresh and brackish wetlands 
with abundant aquatic veg-
etation on which they pri-
marily forage. Gadwall of-
ten snatch food from diving 
ducks as they surface. Gad-
wall number have increased 
in North America since the 
1980s. This is partly be-
cause of conservation of 
their habitat, wetlands and 
adjacent uplands.

The oldest known Gad-
wall was a male, and at least 
19 years, 6 months old. He 
was banded in Saskatche-
wan in 1962 and shot during 
hunting season in Louisiana 
in 1981.

Christmas Bird Count
The National Audu-

bon Society Christmas Bird 
Counts take place within 
a 22-day period, there are 
many state count circles 
and volunteers must be 
available. Despite snowy 
weather, compiler Jon 
Skinner said of the Gro-
ton-Ayer count on Dec. 14, 
“I was surprised that we 
were able to scratch our 
way to 81 species in such 
snowy conditions. It has 
to be a testament to the re-
lentless nature of both our 
team and the birds.” Two 
new species were added 13 
black vultures soaring over 
Lancaster and a killdeer at 
Devens. Some of the other 

highlights were 
evening gros-
beak in both Har-
vard and Groton, 
red crossbills in 
Townsend, Lap-
land longspur at 
Fitchburg Air-
port and in Ayer, 
chestnut-collared 
longspur at Fitch-
burg Airport,  

American kestrel in Groton, 
two Baltimore orioles in 
Groton, eastern Phoebe in 
Shirley, redpoll in Lancast-
er and a long-eared owl  in 
Devens. Species seen three 
days before or after the ac-
tual count date and noted as 
such were chipping spar-
row, brown-headed cow-
bird,Peregrine falcon and 
sandhill crane.

Bluebird
I received an email on 

Jan. 26 from Jeffrey Landry. 
He had a visit from a blue-
bird on Friday, Jan. 23. He 
thought it was either the 
male parent or one of its 
offspring from a previous 
summer. He said, “For sev-
eral years I have called him, 
‘Sunshine’ and he arrived at 
my feeder on a bright beau-
tiful winter’s afternoon and 
this uncalled for visit was 
icing on my day’s cake.”

He offered to share 
this bluebird story. He said, 
“I was sitting on my med-
itation cushion yesterday 
watching my breath emerge 
from a deep silence and then 
gently return back into it. 
There was no counting, no 
manipulation, only watch-
ing, only flow. After some 
time had passed, I opened 
my eyes because I felt I was 
being closely watched.”

“I have a bird feeder 
right outside of my win-
dow and sure enough a 
male bluebird or one of his 
offspring from a previous 
summer, was perched and 
staring directly at me. Two 
summers ago I named the 
parent bluebird, ‘Sunshine’ 
and last May he returned to 
the same nesting box in my 
front yard.

Quizzically, Sunshine 
leaned slightly forward. He 
was amazingly close.”

“It was beautiful, glo-
rious to see his blue rust 
colored body outlined by a 
background of white snow 
still clinging to frozen lilacs 
and tall trees. The sight of 
this sent ripples of love, that 
became currents of joy, to 
course through me.”

“I felt a smile stretch a 
mile wide across my whole 
being. It was like being vis-
ited by a long absent friend. 
Within minutes this made 
me get up and fill another 
feeder with dried meal-
worms because bluebirds 

Why is my Social Security Retirement benefit so small?

Game On! GSHFH Pickleball Tournament returns 
By Brandice J. O’Brien

Marketing and Communications 
Manager, Greater Springfield 

Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD - 
It’s back and it’s on! Get your 
team together and register 
for Greater Springfield Habi-
tat for Humanity’s (GSHFH) 
Pickleball Tournament on 
Sunday, March 29. The all-
day event held at The Picklr 
in Westfield is sure to serve 
up kitchen-legal levels of fun.

That’s right, we’re down 
with the lingo and we mean 
this Habitat fundraiser will be 
all good. How could it not? 
The round-robin-style event 
features two-player teams. 
Play time will be divided 
into timed sections by skill 
level to ensure everyone gets 
worthwhile matchups and 
court time.

“The game itself is a fun 
way to get your body moving 
and is not as intimidating as 
tennis,” said Olga Callirgos, 
GSHFH Homeowner Ser-
vices manager, who played 
her first match at last year’s 
tournament. “Players are su-
per welcoming to newbies 
who don’t know what they’re 
doing. It’s definitely a com-
munity that looks out for one 
another. I’m still slowly learn-
ing the rules, though, because 
when I played, I just knew I 
had to hit the ball but not to 
hit it out of bounds.”

We’ll start the day at 8 

a.m. with beginners on the 
courts, roll into intermediate 
play, and finish strong with 
advanced matches. Tick-
ets are $50 per person and 
pre-registration is required. 
Snacks will be available and 
bragging rights are up for 
grabs. Plus, raffle tickets and 
merchandise are on hand for 
purchase.

“Pickleball has a way 
of bringing people together 
across ages and experience 
levels,” said Bree D’Amours, 
a member of GSHFH’s Board 
of Directors who’s also part 
of the planning committee. “I 
love the idea of being a part of 
an event that’s genuinely fun 
while still promoting Habitat 
in a meaningful way. If peo-
ple leave feeling energized, 
informed, and more connect-

ed to Habitat’s network, then 
we’ve done well.”

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat’s first pickleball tour-
nament held in July 2025, 
attracted nearly 50 people, in-
cluding children and Spring-
field Thunderbirds mascot 
Boomer. Among the raffle 
prizes were a tabletop char-
coal grill, gift baskets, pick-
leball swag, and Funko POP 
dolls.

“I had some fun and 
met some great people,” said 
Andy Szalai via a Facebook 
comment after last year’s 
tournament. “I’m looking for-
ward to this being a tradition.”

GSHFH is a housing min-
istry dedicated to strengthen-
ing communities by empow-
ering low-income families to 
change their lives and the lives 
of future generations through 
homeownership and home 
repair opportunities. This is 
accomplished by working in 
partnership with diverse peo-
ple, from all walks of life, 
to build and repair simple, 
decent, affordable housing. 
Habitat’s mission to provide 
homeownership opportuni-
ties to low-income families is 
unique as it requires partner 
families to work alongside 
the community that is reach-
ing out to help them. GSHFH 
has helped roughly 100 local 
families realize their dream of 
homeownership over the last 
39 years.

For more information or 
to register, visit habitatspring-
field.org/pickleball

Kids prove pickleball is an all-ages game at Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity’s first-ever Pickleball Tournament at the 
Picklr in Westfield on July 20, 2025.

A pickleball player returns the ball during Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity’s first-ever Pickleball Tournament at the 
Picklr in Westfield on July 20, 2025.

Dear Rusty: 
Can you help me under-

stand? 
I have paid into Social Se-

curity since I started working 
in 1978. I did have a lot of tax 
deductions, but I don’t under-
stand why I only receive $350 
a month from Social Security. 

Signed: Befuddled Senior

Dear Befuddled Senior: 
Your Social Security ben-

efit is based upon your aver-
age monthly earnings for the 
35 years over your lifetime 
that you earned the most while 
contributing to the Social Se-
curity program; however, your 
benefit isn’t based on your 
contributions to SS. Your aver-
age lifetime earnings amount 
is called your Average Indexed 
Monthly Earnings,” which are 

adjusted for infla-
tion for years before 
you turn 60. Your 
earnings, your net 
earnings if self-em-
ployed, are provided 
to the SSA by the 
IRS. 

Your AIME is subject-
ed to a formula which cal-
culates your “Primary Insur-
ance Amount,” which is the 
SS benefit you receive if you 
start benefits in the month you 
reach your full retirement age. 
Your personal Full Retirement 
Age depends on the year you 
were born which, if you were 
born in 1960 or later, is age 67. 
However, if you claim Social 
Security before reaching your 
FRA, you will get only a per-
centage of your PIA, reduced 
from what you would get if 

you claimed at your FRA. 
For example, if you 

claimed at age 62, you would 
only get 70% of the amount 
you would have gotten had 
you waited until age 67, or 
if you claimed at age 63 you 
would get 75% of your age 67 
benefit. The reduction is less 
as you get closer to your FRA; 
if you claimed at age 65, you’d 
get about 87% of your full re-
tirement age amount.

You can see your life-
time Social Security earnings 
record at your personal “my 
Social Security” online ac-
count at www.ssa.gov/myac-

count (you will need to 
first create that online 
account), or you can 
call Social Security 
at 1-800-772-1213 to 
request an “Earnings 
Statement” be sent to 

you. That statement will show 
your lifetime earnings by year, 
the 35 highest of which were 
used to calculate your PIA 
(your Social Security benefit 
at your FRA). Generally, your 
Social Security FRA benefit 
will be about 40% or less of 
your average indexed monthly 
earnings.

So, to recap, your SS re-
tirement benefit isn’t based on 
your contributions to the pro-
gram; it’s based on your aver-
age monthly lifetime earnings. 
If you had less than 35 years 
contributing to the program, 

SS would still use 35 years in 
the benefit formula by using 
zero dollars in earnings for 
some number of years, which 
would result in a smaller 
AIME. 

Thus, if you claimed be-
fore your full retirement age 
of 67, your SS benefit was 
reduced because you claimed 
early. And if you had less than 
35 years of SS-covered em-
ployment, your AIME was 
less, resulting in a smaller 
PIA. And that is likely why 
your monthly Social Security 
retirement benefit is low.

One other thought to con-
sider: if you are married and 
your spouse’s monthly SS 
benefit is considerably more 
than yours (e.g., more than 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

See SOCIAL SECURITY 
page 7

See BACKYARD 
page 7
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Breezed through
  5. Consumer protection 

agency
  8. Criminal syndicate
 11. Moves back from
 13. Satisfaction
 14. Feel concern or 

interest
 15. Monetary units
 16. Congressman (abbr.)
 17. Israeli city
 18. Restaurants
 20. 2,000 lbs.
 21. Grandmother
 22. North, South and 

Central
 25. In an early way
 30. Foes
 31. Social networking 

platform
 32. Early term for 

basketball player
 33. Another name for 

sesame plant
 38. Disallow
 41. Provide greater 

detail
 43. Inaccessible
 45. Evoke emotions
 47. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
 49. Celtic punk rockers
 50. A fencing sword
 55. Actor Idris
 56. Affirmative (slang)
 57. Afflicted in mind or 

body
 59. One point north of 

northeast
 60. Born  of
 61. Social media hand 

gesture
 62. Hong Kong food stall 

__ pai dong
 63. Opposite of 

beginning
 64. Email function

CLUES DOWN
  1. Sign language
  2. Fashionable
  3. Borough in Helsinki
  4. Inability to hear
  5. More quickly
  6. An idea accepted as 

a demonstrable truth
  7. Shrewdly
  8. Rooney and Kate 

are two
  9. Mediterranean port
 10. Benedictine monk
 12. Midway between 

south and southeast
 14. Town in Galilee
 19. Satisfy
 23. Mice genus
 24. Brass instrument
 25. Chest muscle 

(slang)
 26. Transmits genetic 

information from 
DNA 

 27. Records electric 
currents generated 
by the brain

 28. Woman (French)
 29. Short route aircraft
 34. Pitching statistic
 35. Pointed end of a pen
 36. Popular sports league
 37. Body part
 39. Inoffensive
 40. Yellowish cotton cloth
 41. Feline
 42. Does not tell the truth
 44. Seduced
 45. Spiritual leader
 46. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 47. Repair
 48. Olive genus
 51. Swiss river
 52. Prejudice
 53. C. European river
 54. Keep under control
 58. Father

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

We’ll get this report and then 
go from there,” Laflamme said. 

Costello also requested 
that the council formally thank 
the DPW for its response to the 
snow. She described their hard 
work during the weather event 
as being “exceptional.” 

According to Costello, the 
DPW kept the city streets safe 
at a difficult time. 

“We are very fortunate 
here that we have dedicated 
people that are the boots on 
the ground that are getting the 
job done as far as plowing our 
streets, picking up our trash,” 
Costello said. “Without them, 
we would be in a world of hurt. 
They’ve helped make Chicop-
ee the great city that it is.” 

Councilor-at-Large Jes-
sica Avery also extended her 
gratitude. She noted that more 
than a week after the storm, 

DPW workers were still clear-
ing snow throughout the city. 

“Really, what they’re 
doing is above and beyond. 
I think that we need to rec-
ognize that the above and be-
yond is because they are short 
staffed,” Avery said. “We need 
to consider what the staffing 
and funding looks like, so I 
want to make sure that this or-
der doesn’t sound like a pizza 
party and we actually take the 
steps necessary to improve 
those actions and the depart-
ment as well.” 

McAuliffe joked that he 
would love to see a pizza par-
ty and acknowledged he had 
never seen an order quite like 
this one during his time on the 
board. That said, he was all for 
it. 

“The work that was done, 
if we analyze and compare it to 
the cities around us, was sec-
ond to none,” McAuliffe said. 

“They got the job done, they 
got it done in an efficient way, 
and people shouldn’t forget 
that these folks with the DPW 
are oftentimes working 24-
hour shifts, sleeping on a cot 
so they can get a little bit of 
rest and get back out there on 
a plow truck.” 

Ward 4 Councilor George 
Balakier called the storm ex-
traordinary and unlike any-
thing the city had seen in years. 
He said the timing favored the 
city though, as it did not occur 
in the middle of a school day. 

“This is a throwback to 
the old days,” Balakier said. 
“Some people have never seen 
snow like this, and kudos to the 
first responders and plow driv-
ers. They did their best, and 
fortunately, the brunt of the 
storm fell on a weekend, so I 
think that was also helpful for 
us.” 

DPW from page 1

importance of being able to 
offer and lend support to the 
12 candidates by taking the 
opportunity to answer any 
and all questions, because she 
and her court were once in 
their shoes. 

“I talked to the girls and 

told them just breathe, be 
yourself. That’s one key piece 
of advice I told them. I also 
told them that Ball Night will 
be one of the times you will 
actually connect with each 
other, and whether you do 
place or not, I want them to 
understand you are a winner 
regardless of the outcome,” 

Torres said. “Because you 
showed a side of bravery you 
never knew you had, and to 
actually come out to a compe-
tition like this takes a strong 
part of you to put yourself 
out there for this, and I hope 
they understand, you are go-
ing to be an ambassador for 
the city, and my final piece of 

advice, lastly, don’t sell your-
self short, and understand you 
truly have more confidence in 
yourselfthan you realize and 
know they(Chicopee Parade 
Committee) will take care of 
you and guide you every step 
of the way.” 

Torres then reflected on 
what this past year as Grand 

Colleen meant, while offering 
a bit of personal experience 
for what the next generation 
can expect, while delivering 
a point of gratitude for her 
reign. 

“I just want to add my 
personal experience through 
theentire process has been be-
yond wonderful,” Torres said. 
“However, I do admit that the 
first moment of meeting my 
court when our reign began, 
it was one of new beginnings. 
But as the year went on, it 
was great to develop a sis-
terhood, and even now we’re 
sad to let each other go. We 
made a pact and decision to 
carry this memory forward 
while staying in contact, and 
I would say for a personal 
memory, the parade was one 

of the best, and I can’t wait to 
see who earns the crown next, 
because I know for a fact I 
will always be a supporter, 
and I wish them all the best.”

Next up for the contes-
tants is to learn who will gar-
ner the crown, and that will 
happen later this month on 
Feb. 21 during the Coronation 
Ball at the Portuguese Amer-
ica Club.

Following that, the next 
Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee events in-
clude Irish Night on March 13 
at the Portuguese American 
Club and, of course, marching 
in the Holyoke St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade on March 22.

IRISH TEA from page 1

Alivia Mendes and Kathy Balakier show the proper way to drink tea.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

Back Row, Left to Right: Mackenzie Bergstrom, Jaydda Reyes, Charlotte Fields, Beatrice Brown, Gracie Houldson. Front Row, Left 
to Right: Isabel Carpenter, Gracelyn Jarry, Mila Dillard, Shannon Caloon, McKenzie Araujo, Zoey Piedra. Missing from photo: Jahzara 
Bradley

CHICOPEE – The St. 
Stanislaus School is hosting 
its Annual Auction in March 
2026 as an online virtual 
event.

The Auction begins on 
March 7 and ends on March 
14.

The Auction is to raise 
funds for a new stage and 
Performing Arts Fund. 
During these challenging 
times in our world, it is more 
important than ever to have 
current and relevant curricu-
lum available in all areas of 
learning. Our goal is to raise 
$15,000 to $20,000 for our 
school.

The cost of providing 
a quality, safe and health 
environment is higher than 
ever at this time. Your con-

tribution will help us to con-
tinue to provide for the 300 
students in our school each 
day.

In order to reach this 
goal, we need donations 
from businesses, parents 
and individual benefactors. 
Please consider support-
ing our event by donating 
a gift certificate, monetary 
donation, merchandise or 
services. Your company will 

be listed in the bidding bro-
chure, and your donation 
will be displayed in the on-
line catalogue for bidding.

We hope you will do-
nate an item or make a con-
tribution to help support St. 
Stanislaus School where 
we believe that we should 
“Strive to be Servant Lead-
ers for Today and Tomor-
row.”

Please contact Kath-
erine Rorrio at 413-592-
5135 or email ststanis@
saintstansschool.org if you 
are able to donate. We will 
gladly have someone pick 
up your contribution. 

Any donations will be 
tax deductible and will be 
given a receipt worth the 
value of the donation.

St. Stanislaus School hosting annual auction

PHOTO AND CAPTION COURTESY OF CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE - Thank you to Bob “The Bike Guy” Charland for inviting us to his annual Backpack and 
Coat Giveaway. As you can see from some of the pictures, Bob donated hundreds of backpacks 
and coats to local Police and Fire Departments to be handed out to those in need in their commu-
nities. With the help of several scout troops and officers we were able to make light work of it all. 
The work that Bob does for our community is amazing and we can’t thank him enough for always 
thinking of us when he holds these events.

CPD lends support at Bike and Coat Giveaway
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CHICOPEE – It’s been 
a tough go recently for 
the Agawam High School 
boys basketball team. The 
Brownies have lost five 
straight games, includ-
ing last Monday evening 
at Chicopee Comprehen-
sive 68-60. In the match-
up, Agawam actually led 
before a Comp comeback 
gave the Colts a nine-point 
lead at halftime. Aga-
wam played stronger in 
the second half, but could 
not keep up as Brody Fay 
scored his 1,000th point 
late in the game for the 
Colts, who now have 15 
wins for the season and are 
a lock for both the Western 
Mass. and state tourna-
ments. The Brownies are 
7-10 with one game left in 

the regular season. It is not 
known if Agawam makes 
the Western Mass. tour-
nament, but it will come 
down to either winning 
their final three games and 
scoring a tournament berth 
with a .500 record. Aga-
wam is also ranked No. 33 
in Division 2, and could 
still squeeze into the top 32 
even if they are below .500. 
Comp meanwhile is go-
ing strong heading for the 
tournaments. Fay scored 
28 points to lead the Colts 
while Elijah Kleps scored 
14 and Xavier Kleps had 12 
points. Agawam was led by 
their own 1,000-point scor-
er, Trevor Moynihan with 
21 points. Brody Sheehan 
had 15 points and Gavin 
Cruz had 11 points.

Comp picks up 15th win as Fay scores 1,000th point

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Xavier Kleps dekes the Agawam defender. Gabriel Pluta winds up to pass.

Brody Fay takes a free throw.

Elijah Kleps is stopped near the sideline.Francis Jordan makes a quick pass after making a rebound.

Brody Fay drives to the hoop. Fay 
scored his 1,000th point in a win over 
Agawam last Monday night. Modesto Galindrez takes a shot.

New look for sectional
hockey tournament this year

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRING-
FIELD—The 2026 Western 
Massachusetts high school 
hockey tournament is sched-
uled to take place from Feb. 
16-19.

Six of the seven Berry Di-
vision teams will qualify for 
the Class A tournament.

The Berry Division 
teams, who are looking to 
qualify for the Class A tour-
nament, are Westfield, East 
Longmeadow, Greenfield, 
Minnechaug Regional, Long-
meadow, Ludlow, and West 
Springfield.

The Westfield Bombers 
are the two-time defending 
Class A champions. They de-
feated the Greenfield Green 
Wave, 7-3, in last year’s 
championship match.

All six of the teams in the 
Fay-Wright Division will be 
competing in this year’s Class 
B tournament.

Those six teams are 
Easthampton, McCann Tech, 
Amherst, Taconic, Agawam, 
and Chicopee High School.

Agawam defeated Tacon-
ic, 6-1, in last year’s Class B 
championship match.

The top two teams in 
Class A & B will automatical-
ly advance into the semifinals. 

Prior to playing the semi-
final round, the top-seeded 
team in Class A will be fac-
ing the second-seeded team in 
Class B. The top-seeded team 
in Class B will also play the 

second-seeded Class A team. 
Those games will boost 

the team’s state power rank-
ings.

The other four teams in 
each of the classes will be 
playing in the quarterfinals on 
February 16.

The higher-seeded teams 
will be hosting the quarterfi-
nal matches.

Any of the quarterfinal 
games played at the Olympia 
Ice Center in West Springfield 
will be held during the day-
time. The game times on rink 
1 will be 11am and 1:30pm. 
The games on rink 2 will be at 
noontime and 2:30pm.

The losers of the quar-
terfinals will be playing 
non-playoff games against 
each other. 

The Class A semifinals 
are scheduled to be played at 
Olympia on Feb.17. The start 
times for those two games will 
be 11am and 1:30pm.

The Class B semifinals 
are scheduled for Olympia 
on Feb.18. The start times for 
those two games will also be 
11am and 1:30pm.

Both Western Mass. fi-
nals will be played on rink 1 
at Olympia on Feb.19. 

The Class B finals will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. followed by 
the Class A final at 8 pm.

The tickets prices for the 
semifinals and finals are $8. 
Tickets are available through 
GoFan Only.

There is not a different 
price for students or senior 
citizens.

Beavers defeat Pacers ice hockey
HOLYOKE – Last 

Thursday evening, Chicop-
ee’s co-op ice hockey team 
was defeated by Taconic 8-5. 
Taconic was paced by a five-
goal first period to get out to 

a commanding lead early. 
Chicopee got two goals 

from Braydon LaDuke, plus 
single goals from Logan 
DeJesus, Owen Buchanan, 
and Griffin Stefanik. 

Chicopee has a rematch 
with Agawam this Saturday, 
Feb. 14 at 2 p.m. at Fitzpat-
rick Rink.

Mason Peters one-hands the puck.

Julian Lee-Choi recovers the puck on defense.

Griffin Stefanik starts up the ice.
Landon Johnson angles toward 
the goal.

Logan DeJesus avoids a Taconic defender.

Aiden Nadeau tries to pass out of pressure.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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B

U S I N E S S E S

LOCALLOCAL

Contact Wendy Delcamp to reserve your space today
413-237-4245 or wdelcamp@turley.com

is offering our local businesses
an AMAZING opportunity to
advertise at a reduced rate!

ONLY $275!
this special section will run in 

ALL 3 PAPERS February 27 issue
The Holyoke Sun, Town Reminder, 

AND Chicopee Register!!! 

Ad Deadline: FEBRUARY 18, 2026
Quarter page ad (5.25" x 9.6") $275

Half page ad (10.75" x 9.6") $460
Full page ad (10.75" x 19.5") $650

$50 SPOT COLOR/$100 FULL COLOR

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

DON'T 
MISS OUT!

THE HOLYOKE SUN,
TOWN REMINDER, & 
CHICOPEE REGISTER

twice as much as yours), you 
may want to explore your op-
tions for spouse benefits.

I hope this explains how 
your SS benefit is calculat-
ed, but if you still question 
your monthly SS retirement 
amount, I suggest you first 
obtain your “Earnings State-
ment” to review the lifetime 
earnings SS has on file for 
you. If there are any discrep-
ancies in your Social Secu-
rity’s earnings record, there 
are correction remedies avail-
able to you. If that is the case, 
please feel free to contact us 
again for more information.

The Association Mature 

Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
from page 4

aren’t seed eaters like many 
of the other birds that seek 
nourishment here. Like my 
breath, the mealworms disap-
peared into a well of silence. 
A contented peaceful silence 
that then took flight.”

Evening grosbeaks
A Cummington resident 

sent a photo of evening gros-
beaks at her feeder. She said 
they are part of a flock that 

come to visit the feeders of-
ten.  

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. The Palm-
er office has a new phone 
system and I will be getting 
an extension where messages 
may be left. I will publish the 
number as soon as it is set up.

BACKYARD
from page 4

ee Cultural Council Members 
Wilhemina Humphries and 
Nancy Sheppard-Murray, who 
helped spearhead the event. 

2026 also marks 100 
years of Black History Month, 
which was founded by Car-
ter G. Woodson, a historian, 
author and the founder of the 
Association for the Study of 
African American Life and 
History. The observance orig-
inally began as Negro His-
tory Week in February 1926 
before expanding to Black 
History Month in February 
1976 during President Gerald 
Ford’s administration.

Hurst shared he declined 
participating in or attending 
flag raisings and other cultur-
al ceremonies out of principle 
since 2021 as “too often, these 
moments are performative, 
rather than substantive,” but 
he attended this ceremony as 
he was “cautiously optimistic 
about Chicopee” and “with 
a clear understanding of the 
moment we are living in as a 
country.”

“History shows us that 
when leadership holds power 
without inclusion, the power 
erodes. Trust is lost, commu-
nities disengage and progress 
slows. My presence here this 
morning is not merely an en-
dorsement of words alone; it is 
an invitation and a challenge. 
An invitation to pair cultural 
recognition with meaningful 
policy, equitable investment 
and sustained advocacy,” 
Hurst said. “And a challenge 
to all of us: elected officials, 

faith leaders, residents, our 
young people, to choose cour-
age over comfort and justice 
over being quiet. I am here be-
cause I believe Chicopee can 
be that city. A city that does 
not wait for history to judge 
it, but chooses to stand on the 
right side of it.”

Ware emphasized how 
“Black History is American 
History,” keeping the image of 
the students in the forefront of 
his mind in his work, especial-
ly those with different back-
grounds.

“Thank you for choosing 
me as your leader. Thank you 
for being reminded as I share 
my words and you see my im-
age that Black History is my 
history and yours too, and I 
look forward to celebrating 
history today and every day 
with you moving forward,” 
Ware said. 

For Dieujuste, she reflect-
ed on how “Black History is 
life-changing history.” Orig-

inally from Haiti, she moved 
to the United States when she 
was 9 years old and experi-
enced the stereotype of Hai-
tians labeled as bringing TB 
and AIDs to the country.

A history course called 
“Eyes on the Prize” at Boston 

College changed her perspec-
tive and helped her embrace 
her Haitian identity. 

“Folks know this. Folks 
know that if they can get a 
people to be ignorant of their 
history, then they will succeed 
in getting them to doubt their 
abilities and their self-worth,” 
Dieujuste said. “Folks know 
that if they can get a people 
to not know their history, it 
means that they will forever 
struggle to understand their 
capacity for greatness. It’s 
no coincidence that history 
is under attack, and so what 
I advise you—and I hope 
you do—is take time to learn 
Black History. Take time to 
learn your history. Not only do 
you take time to learn it, but 
commit to teaching someone 
else about this history.”

Dumay encouraged the 
community to attend the 9th 
Annual Black Experience 
Summit on Feb. 20 in the 

Veritas Auditorium at Elms 
College from 12:30 to 4:30 
p.m. to continue the celebra-
tions, which will have a key-
note address by Dr. Stefan M. 
Bradley, panel discussion on 
Governor Maura Healey’s Ad-
visory Council on Black Em-
powerment, spoken poetry by 
Lyrical Faith and a song and 
dance ensemble by Parent Vil-
lages Youth Builders.

He also recalled the lega-
cy and words of John Lewis, 
an activist during the Civil 
Rights Movement and U.S. 
Congressman.

“So, on this celebration 
of Black History Month, let us 
heed John Lewis’s call to love. 
Let us buck the trend of every-
thing that aims to divide us. 
Let us work together for the 
ideals of justice, inclusion, op-
portunity for all as we advance 
in our common quest for life, 
liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness in Chicopee and the Pi-

oneer Valley,” Dumay said. 
Carr, after receiving her 

recognition award, thanked 
the community for their sup-
port.

“I do try tirelessly to help 
my community. Being Afri-
can-American, we are always 
undeserving of recognition 
sometimes, and our communi-
ty is awesome. I love being in 
Chicopee and I want to thank 
everybody here for this hon-
or,” Carr said.

After reading and pre-
senting the mayor’s proclama-
tion, Vieau ended the ceremo-
ny with this.

“The word has been said 
throughout many of these dif-
ferent speakers and keynotes: 
inclusion, and that’s what it’s 
about today. Inclusion. The 
city recognizes the diversity of 
this amazing, amazing, won-
derful place that we call home 
and I’m thankful for all of you 
joining us today,” Vieau said.

BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH

from page 1

Aiden Duval performs at the keyboard.

 The Chicopee High School Choir performs “Nda Wana.”

Horsley Witten Group celebrates City of Chicopee’s award-winning Comprehensive Plan
SANDWICH - The 

Horsley Witten Group, an en-
vironmental consulting firm 
specializing in sustainable 
and resilient design solutions, 
applauds the City of Chicop-
ee, whose first-ever compre-
hensive plan, Envision Our 
Chicopee: 2040, was award-
ed the 2025 Comprehen-
sive Planning Award by the 
American Planning Associa-
tion’s Massachusetts Chapter 
(APA-MA). The award rec-
ognizes the plan’s innovation, 
quality, and impact in guiding 

the city’s long-term growth.
Horsley Witten Group 

led the planning effort for 
Envision Our Chicopee: 
2040, working closely with 
the Chicopee Department of 
Planning & Development, 
a volunteer steering com-
mittee, and the community. 
Launched in 2019, the pro-
cess engaged residents and 
stakeholders through surveys, 
digital open houses, and other 
creative approaches adapted 
for pandemic conditions at 
the time.

The APA-MA Compre-
hensive Planning Award is 
presented annually to out-
standing plans, programs, or 
projects, including compre-
hensive and master plans, 
environmental conservation 
strategies, housing plans, and 
economic development ini-
tiatives. Chicopee’s plan re-
ceived the award in recogni-
tion of its contribution to the 
city’s long-term vision.

“This recognition un-
derscores the beginning of 
a renaissance for the City of 

Chicopee,” said Jeff Davis, 
Project Planner at Horsley 
Witten Group. “The plan re-
flects the city’s vision for a 
more equitable, vibrant, and 
resilient future, and we’re 
grateful to APA-MA for hon-
oring the work of everyone 
who contributed to making it 
possible.

“We are honored APA-
MA has recognized Envision 
Our Chicopee: 2040,” said 
Lee Pouliot, Director of Plan-
ning & Development. “To-
day, with the adoption of En-

vision Our Chicopee: 2040, 
Chicopee now has a vision 
for its future and a roadmap 
of priority projects to ensure 
that vision is realized.   I am 
proud of the work our Plan-
ning Team, led by Horsley 
Witten Group accomplished 
under trying circumstances, 
and honored to have watched 
the Planning Board adopt and 
the City Council endorse this 
plan.   We look forward to 
working with all stakehold-
ers as implementation efforts 
continue.” 

Envision Our Chicopee: 
2040 provides a framework 
for sustainable growth, eco-
nomic opportunity, and qual-
ity of life. It outlines key pri-
orities, including a complete 
zoning code update, mixed-
use and infill development, 
preservation of historic and 
natural resources, and initia-
tives to maintain equity and 
inclusion across the city. The 
plan was unanimously ap-
proved by the Chicopee Plan-
ning Board and endorsed by 
the City Council.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, 
jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &         
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – 
Oil and Gas, AC service also. 

413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HEALTH CARE

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

SEEKING PERSONAL 
CARE ATTENDANT. 

$20/per hour with benefits. 
Part-Time/Full Time. No experience 
necessary. Serious inquiries only. 

Call/text 413-813-5282/Warren. 
Must pass Cori.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0231EA
Estate of: 

Francis Cassidy 
Date of Death: 10/23/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Catherine Cassi-
dy-Nunes of Norfolk, VA  re-
questing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Catherine Cassidy-Nunes of 
Norfolk, VA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/04/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 04, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0269EA
Estate of: 

Richard Michael Dragon 
Date of Death: 11/19/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Benjamin R 
Dragon of Belchertown, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that Benjamin R Dragon of 
Belchertown, MA be appoint-
ed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/02/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 

objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon.  Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 09, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0268EA
Estate of: 

Patrick Thomas Duffy 
Date of Death: 08/17/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adju-

dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Sean 
P Duffy of East Windsor, CT 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Sean P Duffy of East Windsor, 
CT  be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/09/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 09, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0226EA
Estate of: 

Carl Grinuk, Jr. 
Date of Death: 12/11/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adju-

dication of Intestacy has been 
filed by William Grinuk of 
Enfield, CT requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
William Grinuk of Enfield, CT 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/03/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 03, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P2466EA
Estate of: 

Gabrielle J Hochrein 
Also known as: 

Gabrielle Hochrein 
Date of Death: 04/09/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Alisha Marie Fontanez of Chi-
copee, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Alisha Marie Fontanez of Chi-
copee, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 02/27/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 

to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 30, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on February 13, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2001 Honda Civic 
VIN: 1HGEM22221L086515
Willilam French 
283 River St., 6 
Montpelier, VT 05602

2008 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL21E98N404033
Joacy Costa De Oliveira
23 School St., Apt. 15
Rockland, MA 02370

2014 Honda Civic 
VIN: 19XFB2F52EE234643
Myrna Baehr
112 Santa Barbara St.
Springfield, MA 01104

2023 X Pro Moped 
VIN: L2BB9NCC8PB109039
Shaun Guyer
275 Prentice St
Springfield, MA 01104

2011 Hyundai Sonata 
VIN: 5NPEB4AC2BH211898
Brianna Monay
23 Connecticut Ave., Apt. B
New London, CT 06320

2006 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM56316A010508
Richard Dickson
30 Bay Meadow Rd., Apt. 30
Springfield, MA 01109

2005 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM56775A140312
Ruth Sanchez
834 Worthington St Apt 2
Springfield, MA 01105

2003 Kawasaki Kx85-A
VIN: JKBKXFAC93A018212
Jomar Yadiel Colon
25 Warner St.
Springfield, MA 01108

2008 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP26358A070462
Malcolm Tiggett
20 Sullivan St. 
Springfield, MA 01104 
01/30, 02/06, 02/13/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.  pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on February 27th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2013 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN: 1C4RJFCT2DC615229
Deylih Teruel
164 Rosseter St., Apt. 5
Boston, MA 02121

2009 Chevrolet Tahoe
VIN: 1GNFK33029R100442
Cardenas-Godinez, Alejandro
13 Coleman St., Apt. D
West Haven, CT 06516

2007 Subaru Outback 
VIN: 4S4BP62C177320374
David Wilkerson
204 N Maple St
Enfield, Ct 06082

2007 Audi Q7
VIN: WA1BY74LX7D035446
Anibal Perez
151 Allen St., Apt. F
Springfield, MA 01108

1992 Subaru SVX LS-L
VIN: JF1CX3532NH105487
Pablo Rivera
PO Box 351 
Chicopee, MA 01014

2001 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BG22K61U100608
Balbino Navarro
168 3rd Ave.
Woonsocket, RI 02895

2013 Chevrolet Malibu 
VIN: 1G11C5SA4DF199998
Jennifer Allsop
38 Continental St.

Springfield, MA 01108

2001 Honda Accord
VIN: JHMCG66591C025637
Isaac Acevedo
60 Chruch St., Apt. 1
Amsterdam, NY 12010

2010 Chevrolet Cobalt 
VIN: 1G1AB1F51A7164088
Brenda Cunningham
21 Branch St.
Rochester, NY 14621
02/13, 02/20, 02/27/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on February 
20th at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2007 Wabash National Corp 
Base 
VIN: 1JJV532W27L094957
Safety First Trucking LLC
1022 Boulevard 284
W. Hartford, CT 06119	

2012 Hyundai Elantra 
VIN: 5NPDH4AE4CH112254
Mildred Baez Hernandez
176 Centre St., Apt. 2
Indian Orchard, Ma 01151	

2015 Hyundai Tucson 
VIN: KM8JTCAF5FU038899
Merlin Alexis
869 Worthington St., Apt. 3
Springfield, MA 01105

2008 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGFA15858H349787
Luis Gonzalez
580 S Summer St., Apt. 12
Holyoke, MA 01040

2008 Wabash National Base 
VIN: 1JJV532WX8L148636
Favoree Services Inc.
24 Kenmar Dr. 226
Billerica, MA 01821 
02/06, 02/13, 02/20/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0278EA
Estate of: 

Richard Anthony Mekal 
Date of Death: 11/19/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Benjamin Mekal of Milton, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Benjamin Mekal of Milton, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/10/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-

davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 10, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD25P2524GD 
In the interests of 

Tiana Sahara Rodriguez
of Chicopee, MA 

Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time : 

A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 12/04/2025 
by Tealysia E Rodriguez 
of  Chicopee,  MA will  be 
held 04/27/2026 08:30 AM 
Guard iansh ip  o f  Minor 
Hearing. Located: Hampden 
Probate & Family Court, 
50 State Street, 4th Floor, 
Springfield, MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: You 
may respond by filing a written 
response to the Petition or by 
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested 
parties at least five (5) business 
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on behalf 
of the minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If 
you are a parent of the minor 
child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right to 
be represented by an attorney. If 
you want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if you 
give proof that you are indigent, 
an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel form. 
Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court 
location where your case is 
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at 
Hearing: A minor over age 14 
has the right to be present at any 
hearing, unless the Court finds 
that it is not in the minor’s best 
interests.
Date: February 2, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/13/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


