
L O C A L  N E W S .  L O C A L  S T O R I E S .  L O C A L  A D V E R T I S E R S .  S I N C E  1 9 9 8 .

www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

COMMUNITY

Chicopee Register
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com February 23, 2024  ❙   Vol. 25,  No. 46 ❙   FREE

Families get creative with watercolor painting 
School vacation week 
library activity was 
well-attended

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Families 
came to the library’s Bazan 
Community Room in droves on 
Feb. 20 for a Watercolor Resist 
Painting event.

The event was part of the li-
brary’s February school vacation 
programming.

The event opened with 
Youth Services Associate Erin 
Daly demonstrating how to cre-
ate watercolor resist art by using 
watercolor paper to draw with a 
white crayon and then painting 
over it to create a piece of art.

Afterward, families got cre-
ative with their own unique wa-
tercolor resist painting pieces.

Daly was thrilled with the 
huge turnout for the event, in-
cluding seeing the adults partici-
pating with their children.

“I love to see kids and their 
grown-ups making art together. 
It’s good for everybody to work 
with their hands and do some-
thing creative. An art project like 
this is experimental; you try dif-

ferent things and see what hap-
pens,” Daly said.

Daly said the process is 
easy and doesn’t leave much of 
a mess.

“We chose to do watercol-
or resist because it is an easy 
technique that even young kids 
would be able to do,” Daly said.

Catalina Rojas and her son, 

Dante, were one of those many 
families in attendance, painting 
an outdoor nature scene with a 
tree and a cat.

Rojas, who moved to Chi-
copee six months earlier, shared 
that her family heard about 
the event when attending other 
workshops and programs.

The family members are 

also avid library lovers and en-
joy art.

“All our lives, we love to 
read, we like to paint so we try 
to go to workshops and to do it 
at home,” Rojas said. “And also, 
be conscious about the politics 
and the importance of the art for 
our lives, not just as a hobby, but 
also because it’s important for 

development, humanity, for cre-
ativity.”

Rojas previously worked in 
a library in Colombia for nearly 
10 years, having overseen work-
shops for both adults and chil-
dren, which is another reason 

Walczak appointed to
Golf Commission

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com 

CHICOPEE – The City 
Council named a familiar face 
to a municipal board during its 
Feb. 20 meeting. 

Former Parks and Recre-
ation Superintendent and Ward 
9 City Councilor Stan Walczak 
was unanimously appointed 
to the Golf Commission. The 
Golf Commission oversees 
activity at Chicopee Coun-
try Club, a municipal course 
owned and operated by the city. 

The commission meets 

twice a month during the golf 
season and once per month 
during the winter. Numerous 
councilors praised the long-
time contributions of Walczak 
on Tuesday as they discussed 
his appointment.

“Stan, you’ve done a great 
job with the city, and your rep-
utation proceeds you. I know 
you’ll be able to hit it right off 
the tee from the get-go. Good 
luck to you and congratula-
tions,” Ward 4 City Councilor 
George Balakier said.

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

A group photo of children from the Center for Martial Arts & Fitness with Nathaniel Morales and Stephanie Peloquin and mother-son duo Catalina 
Rojas and her son, Dante, show off their watercolor resist paintings during the Watercolor Resist Painting event at the Chicopee Public Library. 
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See WATERCOLOR PAINTING 
page 6
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Members of police department recognized 
for handling major scam incidents

By Monica Torres
Community & Constituent Liaison, 

Mayor’s Office

CHICOPEE – On the morn-
ing of Feb. 20, Mayor John Vieau 
along with Police Chief Patrick 
Major both presented recogni-
tions in appreciation. 

In this world where scams 
and fraud are becoming increas-
ingly prevalent, the role of law 
enforcement officers in protect-
ing and serving the community 
is more crucial than ever. Re-
cently, the City of Chicopee had 
the privilege of witnessing three 
of its officers demonstrate ex-

ceptional dedication and profes-
sionalism in handling two ma-
jor scam incidents, ultimately 
leading to successful outcomes 
and restoring faith in the justice 
system.

Sgt. Matthew Costa and 
Sgt. Matthew Muldoon, along 
with Officer Elli Rodriguez, 
showcased remarkable com-
mitment and competence in 
their respective roles during 
these challenging circumstanc-
es. Their exemplary service not 
only highlights the importance 
of proactive law enforcement 
but also underscores the signif-
icance of community engage-

ment and trust.
In one instance, Costa and 

Muldoon collaborated tireless-
ly on a complex scam investi-
gation spanning the period of 
2021 to 2023. Their unwavering 
determination and meticulous 
attention to detail led to the res-
olution of a scam amounting to 
$60,000, culminating in a fa-
vorable outcome in the Florida 
courts. Their dedication went 
beyond mere enforcement of the 
law; they provided invaluable 
support and assistance to the af-

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHLOE SOTO, MAYOR’S OFFICE

Members of the police department and city officials gathered on Feb. 20 to recognized work completed  
investigating and handling major scams.

TURLEY PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI

Former City Councilor Stan Walczak and Mayor John Vieau, pictured 
in 2021, when the softball field at Szot Park was dedicated to 
Walczak. 

See WALCZAK
 page 6
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Bingo for Books brings family fun to the library
By Kristin Rivers

Staff Writer
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Families came to the 
library on Feb. 21 for a Bingo for Books 
event in the Bazan Community Room.

The well-attended event was part of 
February school vacation programming, 
with other events this week including a 
Little Kid Dance Party, Watercolor Resist 
Painting and an arts workshop with the 
Fermata Arts Foundation that will send 
art to children in Uzbekistan.

Throughout the event, attendees 
enjoyed seven rounds of bingo with a 
chance to win a children’s book, as Youth 
Services Specialist Corrina Stokes and 
Youth Services Cataloguer Beau Man-
glass served as bingo callers.

Manglass noted how attendance for 
events this school vacation week has 
been way up.

“We’re just happy to see people 
come out and be utilizing us and having 
a good time,” Manglass said. “Some-
thing as simple as bingo, it seems very 
simple and straightforward, but not a lot 
of places offer it for free with a book as a 
prize and bring everyone you’d like to.”

Stokes said it’s wonderful. 
“We’re glad to be able to provide a 

spot to be. We like planning these big 
events to give families another option of 
something during this week schools are 
closed,” Stokes said. “We love seeing a 
whole bunch of faces. Sometimes we see 
people we don’t get to see normally be-
cause they’re normally at school, so it’s 
always a joy to see everyone.”

Stokes also loved how the attendees 
were multigenerational, with grandpar-

ents, older caregivers, siblings and more 
enjoying the bingo games alongside the 
children.

“So, to do an event that is not just 
for kids, but really for families to come 
and enjoy together, so it’s not just an 
adult taking a kid to an event. It’s ev-
eryone coming and participating, having 
fun, having a chance. The prize might be 
kid-centric, but the experience is really 
for the whole family,” Stokes said.

Looking ahead to future events, 
Manglass said Saturday All Ages Play-
groups from 1 - 2 p.m. have been very 
popular.

“So, every Saturday in March, we 
will be hosting a playgroup at 1 p.m. for 
families. Again, not limited by age. You 
could bring certainly a middle schooler, 
toddler, sibling, have them all sort of 
play together, experience the children’s 

room and we put out some extra toys,” 
Manglass said. “Just trying to maximize 
those opportunities for all of the family 
to come together and appreciate what we 
have.”

Stokes expressed gratitude for the 
library being able to offer free activities, 
events and programs for families all year 
round.

“As long as we have enough to fit 
you in the room, we’re happy to have 
anyone, and as long as you can make it 
here, we are happy to see you and pro-
vide different things and activities for 
people to do,” Stokes said.

Manglass added the library “tries to 
remain that constant” for families during 
busier schedules.

“If it’s the first report that you’re 
working on for the school year that 
you’re working on, we’re here for you. 

If it’s school vacation week and you just 
want to decompress, we have something 
for you,” Manglass said.

Stokes wants the community to 
know the library is always trying out 
new things and to check their Facebook 
page, website and calendars at the desks 
for updates.

“Be always checking in. You can 
also always give us a call or stop by and 
ask questions about the different kinds 
of things we’re offering, and we’re hap-
py to provide that information,” Stokes 
said.

Stokes and Manglass thanked ev-
eryone for coming to events throughout 
school vacation week.

“It was great to see everyone!” 
Stokes said.

“Thank you and thanks for spending 
vacation with us!” Manglass said.

Youth Services Specialist Corrina Stokes and Youth Services Cataloguer Beau Manglass 
get ready to call the next number during the Bingo for Books event .

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ..................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
END CHOPS ............................

USDA INSP. 
$299

lb

SALE DATES: 2/22/24-2/28/24

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............$299

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
STEAKS OR ROAST .....................
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

1/2 TURKEY BREAST ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN CLEANED

CONCH MEAT 5 LB  BLOCK ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN PARMESAN BREADED

TILAPIA FILLETS 28 OZ .................

$129
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST...................$399

lb

ea

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS

$4999

SOUP’S ON!

$369

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
BEEF SHIN MEAT ..................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF TRIPE ............................

USDA INSP. FRESH
SOUP (FOWL) CHICKEN .......$149

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$449
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HADDOCK FILLETS ...................... lb
$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
lb

$799
lb

5 LB 
BAG$459

lb

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST or STEAK

Lenten Specials

$499

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

The Aquino Family, consisting of mom Michelle and her sons Michael and Angel during 
the Bingo for Books event at the Chicopee Public Library. 

A close-up of children’s books that bingo winners could pick out 
during the Bingo for Books event.

Jordan holds up his book, “Dog Man Unleashed” by Dav Pilkey 
that he won.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHLOE SOTO, MAYOR’S OFFICE 

CHICOPEE – Parishioners and community members at-
tended Fr. Bill Tourigny’s retirement Mass and celebration 
at Ste. Rose de Lima Church on Feb. 19.

Father Bill Tourigny 
retires 
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IN THE CITY
Finance Committee meets with Golf Commission 

about municipal golf course
Golf Pro and city auditor 
also in attendance

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Finance Commit-
tee met with the Golf Commission, golf 
pro and city auditor on Feb. 15 to discuss 
the municipal golf course.

The conversation concerned the Chi-
copee Country Club golf course’s expens-
es, revenues and the status of becoming a 
self-supporting entity.

Lisa Bienvenue shared she’s not 
against the golf course but is concerned 
“with the way the dialogue has been going 
that it seems like that there can’t be any 
discussion on the cost and revenues.”

Bienvenue stressed the importance of 
asking questions about where money is go-
ing and how it’s being spent.

“So, this isn’t about being against the 
golf course. This is about knowing how 
our tax dollars are being used,” Bienvenue 
said. “What I care about is the money com-
ing into the city and if it’s being used in the 
best way.”

David Ross, who played in a corpo-
rate league at the golf course for years, 
thinks there are ways to borrow and bring 
in better revenue.

“As they all say, it’s a gem of the city; 
it brings a lot of people into the city,” Ross 
said. “You see the traffic flow that comes 
in along that corridor. I mean, it’s quite a 
bit. I think there’s things that can be done 
at the country club to generate better rev-
enues. I believe with this woman here, I 
believe y’all need to just look at the budget 
to see where everything lies.”

Golf Pro Mike O’Neil explained the 
Golf Commission hired International Golf 
Management to help with the golf course’s 
needs, including getting into better condi-
tion.

“They’ve done a tremendous job 
turning that golf course around, being in 
spectacular condition, and I think that was 
the Golf Commission’s foresight. I think 
it was 11 years ago when they first went 
out and brought this company on,” O’Neil 
said.

O’Neil said revenues are increasing.
“We’re very happy to have them. They 

continue to help our revenues go up each 
year. It has been going up, increasing every 

year,” O’Neil said.
On the expenses, O’Neil acknowl-

edged “there are quite a bit,” including a 
new irrigation system the city bought in 
2013.

“That’s a $1.8 million bond. So, each 
year, we get hit with $130,000 of that 
bond, plus the interest. Which, every year, 
we’re basically starting off with, and this 
is a rough number, as little as $165,000 in 
the red,” O’Neil said. “Earlier on, when the 
bonds first came out, it was over $200,000 
in the red. So, it is tough to make that up.”

O’Neil added the bond “will be there 
for another three years.”

“But without that bond, we would 
have been in the black $350,000, so yes, 
we have been close to $2 million or so that 
in the red over the last 10 years,” O’Neil 
said.

City Auditor Sharyn Riley said, “This 
is not the first time this topic has come up” 
in privatizing or considering self-support-
ing for the golf course.

On privatizing, Riley recalled one 
time it went out to bid, but no one placed 
a bid.

“Now self-supporting, that’s a dif-
ferent thing. To make somebody a true 
self-supporting department, it’d have to be 
voted on, it has to be set up differently, it’s 
its own fund. All of the costs associated 
with the department live in their budget: 
their bonds, their interest, their pension...
their medical insurance, their unemploy-
ment, their workman’s comp. All of those 
things would be included,” Riley said.

Regarding if the golf course “is truly 
covering its own cost,” Riley said, “more 
times than not it isn’t” and cited the irri-
gation system bond mentioned earlier by 
O’Neil as one of the factors.

“There’s a lot of indirect costs, and 
those exist in every department of the city, 
even my own. It’s not unique to the golf 
course or any other and they’re not born 
by the department unless it is set up as a 
treatment or price fund,” Riley said. “And 
our golf course was never set up with the 
intent to be that way.”

When Ward 8 Councilor Gary Labrie 
asked Riley for information on revenue 
versus expenses and the shortfall, she re-
viewed the numbers for FY23.

On actual costs, Riley explained they 
include salaries, operating expenses, main-
tenance, golf cart lease and any equipment 
purchases that weren’t purchased with re-

volving funds but came from the general 
fund.

“So, the total actual costs for FY23 
were $1,286,000 in round numbers and 
that’s actual costs. The revenues for the 
same year, or actual revenues, which in-
clude games., catering rental, tournament 
fees, rental of carts, golf lessons, miscel-
laneous revenue and gift certificates total 
$1,371,000,” Riley said.

On indirect costs, the totals were an-
other $225,000.

“That’s what brings it in the red. Be-
fore that, they’re in the black,” Riley said.

When Labrie asked O’Neil if the golf 
course would become self-supporting in 
the next two to three years, he said this.

“I don’t think we’ll be self-support-
ing. I think the way it’s run right now is the 
best way to run it,” O’Neil said.

The item was placed on file 5-0.
City Council Update 

During the Feb. 20 City Council meet-
ing, Ward 3 Councilor Susan Goff thanked 
the Golf Commission, O’Neil and Riley 
for presenting their information.

“The fact is that we did lose $140,000 
last year and they did report that we would 
never be self-sufficient. So, I thank them 
for all the information that they gave us,” 
Goff said.

Ward 6 Councilor Samuel Shumsky 

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Golf scores
  5. Shock therapy
  8. Ballplayer’s tool
 11. Quench one’s 

thirst
 13. Female relatives 

of American war 
vets (abbr.)

 14. Every one of two 
or more things

 15. Member of 
Muslim people

 16. Play
 17. Type of cheese
 18. Type of lounge 

chair
 20. __ King Cole, 

musician
 21. Fellows
 22. North, Central 

and South
 25. In an early way
 30. Foes
 31. Georgia rockers
 32. Cryptocurrency
 33. Narrow path 

along a slope 
 38. Disallow
 41. Joyousness
 43. Inaccessible
 45. Evoke emotions
 47. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
 49. Boston Celtic 

punk rockers 
(abbr.)

 50. Sword
 55. Actor Idris
 56. Affirmative (slang)
 57. Afflicted
 59. One point north of 

northeast
 60. Born  of
 61. Arabic name
 62. Traumatic brain 

injury (abbr.)
 63. Extremity
 64. Post

CLUES DOWN
  1. Pacific Standard 

Time
  2. Protruding ridge on 

nematodes
  3. Indian king
  4. Type of milk
  5. One who brings 

home the bacon
  6. More 

comprehensible
  7. Connected with 

sense of touch
  8. Red mineral
  9. Breezed through
 10. Therefore
 12. Supplement with 

difficulty
 14. Early kingdom of 

Syria
 19. Satisfy
 23. They confuse 

doctors (abbr.)
 24. Brass instrument
 25. Domesticated 

animal
 26. Ribonucleic acid
 27. Snakelike fish
 28. Woman (French)
 29. Economically-

minded aircraft

 34. When you hope to 
get somewhere

 35. Tease
 36. Actress Gretchen
 37. Midway between 

northeast and east
 39. Inoffensive
 40. Yellowish cotton 

cloth
 41. Consume
 42. Does not tell the 

truth
 44. Improved 

something
 45. Spiritual leader 
 46. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 47. Fix
 48. Evergreen tree 

genus
 51. Swiss river
 52. Prejudice
 53. Major C. European 

river
 54. Long, narrow 

strap
 58. Male parentemail: oldiesfrom@aol.com

 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard
Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
COINS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Ward 3 City Councilor Susan Goff shares 
her thoughts during public input at the 
Feb. 15 Finance Committee meeting on the 
municipal golf course. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

David Ross shares his comments during 
the Feb. 15 Finance Committee meeting on 
the municipal golf course. 

City Council President/Councilor-at-large Frank Laflamme asks a question to Thomas 
Robak, vice chairman of the Golf Commission, Brian Mandes, member of the Golf Com-
mission, Golf Pro Mike O’Neil and City Auditor Sharyn Riley during the Feb. 15 Finance 
Committee meeting discussion on the municipal golf course. 

See FINANCE COMMITTEE page 8
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OPINION

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the editor should be 

250 words or less in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be published. We require 

letter writers to include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We must authenticate 
authorship prior to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions deemed  to be 

libelous or contain  unsubstantiated allegations,  
personal attacks, defamation of  character and 

offensive language.  All unknown or alleged facts 
and  quotations offered by the author need to cite 

credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Chicopee Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email  chicopeeregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions is Friday at noon.

WE CARE 
ABOUT 

YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related 
to Chicopee and its 

residents. Our "People 
News," is filled with 

submitted engagement 
announcements, wed-
ding announcements, 
birth announcements, 
your new baby or news 
about your 25th or 50th 
anniversary celebrations. 
Please e-mail correspon-
dence along with a photo 

to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to: 
Chicopee Register, c/o 
Turley Publications, 24 

Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

FOR ADVERTISING

413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107

Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com

Editor
Dalton Zbierski

dzbierski@turley.com
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www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

        @ Chicopee Register

The Chicopee Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

Rev. Dr. Randy Wilburn
Minister, Therapist, Consultant

James Baldwin wrote: “I imagine the 
reason so many people cling to their hate, is 
because, if they had to let it go, they would 
have to deal with their pain.”

February is Black History Month. For 
some when reminded they say, “been there 
done that, they had their chance.” Some states 
erase Black History lest it offend others. 

Hateful rhetoric and acts of violence are 
born in pain, a pain ignored, buried, not al-
lowed to be processed or healed. This pain, 
this trauma, is not an excuse for bad behav-
ior; we are held accountable. 

But, if we could find a way to meet “the 
other” whom we fear or fail to understand, 
we might break through the violence which 
creates fear and division. If we could break 
through the pain, we might find we have a lot 
in common.

When such pain dominates the thinking 
and feeling of a person, they will look for a 
scapegoat to blame and eliminate.

People of color, Jews, people of various 
sexual orientation, mentally ill people, and 
many developmentally delayed youth, are 
victims of this abuse born in pain.

What pain have you had which may have 
moved you to fear, judgment of others, and 
hate? How are you dealing with your pain? 

Some self-medicate and live with addic-
tion, which fosters anger and abuse. Some 
refuse to acknowledge their pain so are un-
available for a relationship. Some just say it 
is what it is and do not control their anger. 

Many damaged individuals will find oth-
ers with whom they can bond in their com-
mon pain and hate; remember the neo-Nazis 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, “Jews will not 
replace us”.

Many young male school shooters are 
identified as disturbed, traumatized, and 
clearly dangerous, after-the-fact of the mas-
sacre. Again, he needs to be held account-
able, and or his parents who aided him in 
preparation for such a violent act.

Yet, what if we could get to him before 
he acted out?  One young man pleaded with 
his parents to get him a doctor and asked 
for help, and they laughed him off and said, 
“deal with it”.

What pain are the parents failing to deal 
with that they would reject help for their son?

We cannot erase our common history; 
black or white, or whatever ethnic context. 
The beginning of change, renewal, and trans-
formation, begins with me, with you, dealing 
with our pain, so we do not project it on oth-
ers and hate or hurt them.

Black History Month is an opportunity 
to face history and ourselves. 

I too imagine the reason many cling to 
our, their, hate, is because, if they let it go, 
they would have to deal with our, their, pain.

Life Together is written by Rev. Dr. Ran-
dall K. Wilburn. With over 54 years as a par-
ish minister, Wilburn is also an experienced 
marriage and family counselor. Life Togeth-
er will deal with topics such as stress, grief, 
anxiety, healing and hope. 

Life Together

American Goldfinch winter plumage

I received an email from a Brimfield resi-
dent who counted 36 plus American goldfinch 
in his yard during a snow storm. The next day 
he saw about a dozen.

I also had about 20 plus goldfinch eating 
on the ground under my feeder. I had seen two 
or three mixed in with juncos and sparrows 
from time to time, but not this many. In winter, 
they are found in flocks that wander in search 
of food.

The American goldfinch is five inches 
long. The male during breeding season has a 
bright yellow body and black cap, wings and 
tail. The wings also have white bars. The fe-
male is yellowish, green overall with black 
wings and tail.

In winter, the male looks more like the fe-
male with a yellowish brown, yellowish wash 
on the face and chin and black wings with 
white wing bars. The female in winter is gray-
ish brown with a little yellow and dark brown 
wings with white wing bars.

Goldfinch feed on the ground, on weed 
stalks, thistles and foliage. At feeders, they 
prefer hulled sunflowers and thistle (Niger) 
seeds. 

The female lays three to seven light, blue 
eggs in a nest of strands from weeds and vines, 
downy elements from wind-dispersed seeds 
such as thistles bound with caterpillar web-
bing placed in a shrub or tree.

Bluebirds
A flock of about eight male and female 

bluebirds continue to come to my raisin suet 
cake and the feeder with mealworms. I fill it 
once or twice during the day as I enjoy watch-

ing them as I work at my desk. During the 
snow on Tuesday, they visited the mealworm 
feeder and suet feeder frequently. The blue 
against the white snow was almost as striking 
as the red of the cardinal against fresh snow.

Bald eagles
I received a photo of a pair of bald eagles 

taken by a Palmer resident at Forest Lake in 
Palmer. They were in the top of a pine tree by 
the lake.

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield resident sends emails of 

the birds in his yard on a regular basis. He 
said,“One day last week a Carolina wren 
showed up for a day. The warm brown color-
ation of the bird caught my eye when I glanced 
out at the feeders. It was feeding on the suet 
cakes and the ‘log’ made of suet, berries and 
mealworms.”

He counted 36 plus goldfinch in the yard 
during a snow storm  The next day there were 
over a dozen still about. Usually it is three or 
four goldfinch that show up.

He shared an email from a friend in 
Belchertown, “We had a female redwing at the 
seed trays today. It’s unusual to get one here 
this early. We also had four bluebirds show up 
and munch on the suet. They seem to make a 
visit when the weather is crappy.  

The Belcertown resident also said, “We’re 
inundated with goldfinch. The thistle seed bag 
is covered with them. I had to fill the hearts 
feeder three times today due to the numbers of 
goldfinch around.”

The Brimfield resident reported a large 
number of juncos, four white-throated spar-
rows and come house finch. He said, “A pi-
leated woodpecker did a fly by the other day. 
That is how we most often see then although a 
few years ago a male was coming to our suet 
feeders. The female came close to the feeders 
but never feed that I saw.” His wife drove past 
Wheeler Pond in town and was surprised to 
see the pond was not completely frozen and 
that there were two pair of hooded mergansers 
on the pond.

Birds on Feb. 13
The Brimfield resident observed ten spe-

cies of birds in his yard during the snow on 
Tuesday, Feb. 13. He counted five mourning 
doves, one downy woodpecker, one hairy 
woodpecker, two black-capped chickadees, 
three tufted titmice, two house finches, one 
American goldfish and 80 dark-eyed juncos.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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New bullet proof vests approved 
for police department

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Mayor John Vieau 
announced on Tuesday evening that the 
City of Chicopee has received the Mu-
nicipal Cybersecurity Access Grant from 
the commonwealth’s Executive Office of 
Technology Services & Security. 

The grant was unanimously approved 
by the City Council and will provide valu-
able training for city staff regarding cy-
bersecurity awareness and give them the 
experience of real-world phishing simu-
lations.

“EOTSS is offering the City of Chi-
copee access to a cyber security vendor’s 
software. It’s called KnowBe4. We’re 
very excited,” Vieau said. “This is going 

to make sure all the employees in the City 
of Chicopee are trained to know what to 
look for when it comes to cybersecurity, 
phishing, email spam and all those things 
that we’re concerned about protecting our 
network.” 

KnowBe4’s security awareness train-
ing platform provides an effective way to 
fix cybersecurity problems and provides 
its customers with great return on invest-
ment. 

The state’s annual grant program is 
administered by the Office of Municipal 
and School Technology to improve cyber-
security posture through end-user train-
ing, evaluation and threat simulation. 

Each fall, local municipalities ap-
ply to participate in the grant program 
through a competitive application pro-
cess. EOTSS covers program costs, and 
OMST monitors participation, provides 
ongoing support through weekly office 
hours and offers progress reports and var-
ious resources.

Vieau said there is no actual mone-
tary number attached to the grant. 

“I will say that the licensing costs 
have been procured by the commonwealth 
through this program, and it’s going to run 
from January through December of 2024. 
We’re already receiving it. This is just of-
ficially endorsing that we’ve received the 
grant,” Vieau said. 

Newly elected Councilor-at-Large 
Tim Wagner shared that he interviewed 
for the office presenting the grant. Al-
though he didn’t get the position, he was 
impressed by the program. 

“This is a great program that lots of 
municipalities have done, and it’s real-
ly helped bolster the cybersecurity and 
awareness efforts in municipalities that 
really need it. Thanks for putting this for-
ward and going out for this grant,” Wag-
ner said. 

Ward 1 Councilor Abigail Arriaga 
also has a track record with the program. 

“I’ve actually been through this train-

ing with this company, and it’s really 
good,” she said. 

On Feb. 20, the City Council also 
unanimously approved an appropriation 
of $7,800 to the Police Special Account 
for Bullet Proof Vests from available sta-
bilization funds. A bulletproof vest is typ-
ically effective for between five and 10 
years. 

“We have six recruits that are set to 
graduate very soon. This is reimbursable,” 
Vieau said. “We expect to receive half of 
it back from the Department of Justice 
grant and hopefully the other half from 
the commonwealth’s Executive Office of 
Public Safety Bulletproof Vests Partner-
ship Program. Though the state’s portion 
is not guaranteed, we’re hopeful.” 

Police Chief Patrick Major also 
weighed in. 

“We ask for the appropriation in ad-
vance and then submit reimbursement 
through federal and state grants,” Major 
said. 

City receives Municipal Cybersecurity Awareness Grant

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHLOE SOTO, MAYOR’S OFFICE 

CHICOPEE – Brett Willson was sworn in as the newest officer for the Chicopee Police 
Department on Feb. 15. Chief Patrick Major, Clerk Keith Rattell, Treasurer Marie Laflamme, 
Vice President/At-Large Councilor Robert Zygarowski, At-Large Councilor Jerry Roy, Ward 
1 Councilor Abigail Arriaga and State Rep. Shirley Arriaga’s Office were in attendance with 
Mayor John Vieau for the swearing-in ceremony.

Brett Willson sworn in to Chicopee Police Department

AROUND THE REGION

Polish Plate Dinner to be held March 9 
at Immaculate Conception Church

INDIAN ORCHARD – A Polish 
Plate Dinner (Four Pierogi, one Gol-
ambki, Kielbasa, Kapusta, Rye Bread) 
will be held on Saturday, March 9, from 
3 p.m. – 6 p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church Hall 25 Parker St., Indian 

Orchard. 
Eat In or Take Out. $20. per plate. 

For Tickets please call: Maria Kowal-
ski at 413-222-6229, Irena Wurszt at 
413-427-5846 and Maryla Bukowski at 
413-427-9464. 

Women in Community presents 
‘The Joy in Jesus’ on Feb. 24

SPRINGFIELD – Women, high 
school age and above, are invited 
to attend Women in Community’s 
“The Joy in Jesus” on Saturday, Feb. 
24  from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., hosted 
by the Evangelical Covenant Church 
at 915 Plumtree Road, Springfield. 

You must pre-register for this 
event.  The registration deadline 
is  Feb. 14.  Childcare is available 
on the premises free of charge. 

The  cost  to register is $25 and in-
cludes a welcome coffee and muffin, 
discussion groups, breakouts, and a 
luncheon. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. 

There will be an offering to sup-
port Christina’s House, in Springfield. 
Brochures:  www.eccspringfield.org/
adults, “Women Ministries”. 

For questions, please email Nan 
Lingenfelter,  nlingenfelter@charter.
net.
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she’s an avid supporter of the library.
“We like to share ideas about books. 

I think it helps us strengthen our bonds 
also,” Rojas said. “We like to be part of 
the community. That’s the most import-
ant part; like to know people and to meet 
people.”

Rojas added she appreciates how the 
library offers events like this, especially 
during school vacation week, for an op-
portunity to meet other families and get 
acquainted with the community.

“So, I think there’s places that are 

nice for that,” Rojas said.
Like Rojas, Daly said it’s import-

ant to offer activities to families during 
school vacation week.

“Families are always looking for free 
fun things to do during school vacation 
weeks. Art projects seem to really draw a 
crowd. We have been working on coming 
up with ideas that we can do easily with a 
really large group,” Daly said.

Rojas encourages the community to 
support their local library and tell people 
you know about the programs they have 
to offer.

“I met some friends in the neighbor-
hood, and I told them that there are these 

types of events that they didn’t know, so I 
told them to come,” Rojas said. “I encour-
age that and that people should come.”

Daly thanked everyone for attending 
and was glad the families enjoyed them-
selves.

“Everyone was calm and focused and 
seemed to be having a great time. I had 
many replies of ‘Yes!’ as I walked around 
and asked kids if they were having fun,” 
Daly said. “As ever, we will be having 
more fun events for families.”

Rojas’ message to the staff was this.
“I would like to have more of this 

type of workshop where you can share it 
with your family,” Rojas said.

To learn more about upcoming 
events, visit chicopeelibrary.org.

WATERCOLOR PAINTING 
from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

A fun group photo with, from the left, Porter, Heather Hall, Harper, Peter 
Hall, Darleen Saczawa and Ayha during the Watercolor Resist Painting 
event at the Chicopee Public Library. 

Carlos Enriquez works on his own 
watercolor painting at the Watercolor 
Resist Painting event. 

From the left, Greyson, Eleanor and Lilly pose with their paint-
ings during the Watercolor Resist Painting event at the Chicopee 
Public Library. 

A close-up shot of a watercolor resist 
painting at the Watercolor Resist Painting 
event at the Chicopee Public Library. 

Current Ward 9 Councilor Mary 
Beth Costello followed in Walczak’s 
footsteps when he retired from the coun-
cil several years ago. Saying that she’s 
known Walczak a long time, Costello 
described him as a neighbor and wished 
him the best. 

“This is a great opportunity for 
him to share his knowledge of the golf 
course, and there’ve been questions in 
regard to the finances of the golf course, 
so I appreciate the fact that Mr. Walczak 
is taking the time to volunteer,” Costello 
said. 

Costello continued, noting that 
Walczak is great at running meetings 
and feels he is the right man to join the 
Golf Commission. 

“I’ve attended a few meetings at the 
senior center, where he is the chairper-
son of the Friends of the Seniors, so I 
appreciate his volunteerism and the fact 
that at this time, with the golf course 
having some questions financially, that 
he’s ready to serve,” Costello said. 

Ward 8 City Councilor Gary Labrie 
also has known Walczak a long time and 
vouched for him, pointing out that the 
new appointee is well-known through-
out the city. Labrie said he wanted to 
see Walczak appointed as soon as possi-
ble and shared an old memory. 

“(Walczak) gave me  my first um-
piring job when I was about 15, 16 years 
old and he’s been involved in Chicopee 
all my life and has volunteered for nu-
merous (positions). His resume would 
fill pages. I think he’d be a great addi-
tion to the commission,” Labrie said. 

Newly elected Ward 6 City Coun-
cilor Samuel Shumsky said he met Wal-
czak about four years ago while serving 
on another board. Shumsky also had a 
favorite memory to share.

“I remember the first thing he said 
to me was, ‘Anyone who shows up on a 
summer day in a suit and tie should be 
on a commission,’ so I’m looking for-
ward to working with him,” Shumsky 
said.

Mayor John Vieau thanked Wal-
czak for stepping up. He said the new 
appointee is a “huge part of what Chi-
copee is all about.” 

Vieau appreciates the fact that Wal-
czak will help oversee what is happen-
ing at the country club. Vieau recalled 
that a softball field at Szot Park is 
named after Walczak before sharing a 

quick joke. 
“Szot 1 is dedicated in honor of you 

Stan. That was an amazing ceremony 
and certainly something that you earned 
over the years,” Vieau said. “I just re-
member that one call you missed in that 
big basketball game when you were ref-
ereeing.”

Many years ago, after receiving his 
master’s degree from Springfield Col-
lege, Walczak was inspired by his pro-
fessors to pursue a career in recreation. 
He served in the Parks and Recreation 
Department as a recreation supervisor 
and assistant superintendent before be-
ing named superintendent, a position he 
held for two decades. He spent approxi-
mately 35 years in the department. 

In 2005, the commonwealth’s Rec-
reation and Park Association named 
Walczak as “Park Professional of the 
Year,” as he oversaw 32 parks at the 
time. 

In 2021, Walczak led the depart-
ment to its acquisition of a $1.2 million 
Gateway Grant for Szot Park to improve 
the sports complex, install new lighting, 
bleachers, an automatic irrigation sys-
tem, new scoreboards, team dugouts, 
turf and drainage upgrades and handi-
cap accessibility. 

After retiring from his superinten-
dent role in 2013, Walczak served six 
years as a city councilor, after first be-
ing elected in November 2015. 

fected residents, demonstrating genuine 
compassion and empathy during their 
time of need.

Similarly, Officer Elli Rodriguez, 
serving in the C3 Unit on Center Street, 

exhibited exemplary investigative skills 
and diligence in resolving another scam 
incident involving $21,000 in January. 
Through his diligent efforts, Rodriguez 
was able to secure the full amount of 
assets that the resident thought he had 
lost. Ofc. Rodriguez was able to provide 
much-needed reassurance and support to 
the victim.

The actions of these officers reflect 
the true spirit of public service and ex-
emplify the values upheld by the Chi-
copee Police Department. Their dedi-
cation to protecting the community and 
ensuring the safety and well-being of 
its residents serves as an inspiration to 
us all. They have not only fulfilled their 
duty but have gone above and beyond, 
leaving a lasting positive impact on the 
community they serve.

On behalf of the City of Chicopee, 
we extend our deepest gratitude to Ser-
geant Matthew Costa, Sergeant Matthew 
Muldoon, and Officer Elli Rodriguez 
for their exceptional contributions, out-
standing leadership, and unwavering 
dedication. Their exemplary conduct 
serves as a beacon of hope and reinforc-
es our trust in law enforcement. 

Let us all take inspiration from their 
commitment to service and continue to 
support and collaborate with our local 
police force in building a safer and more 
resilient community.

WALCZAK from page 1 OFFICERS RECOGNIZED from page 1

TURLEY PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI

Former City Councilor Stan Walczak, pic-
tured speaking in 2021 when the softball 
field at Szot Park was named in his honor.

Mayor John Vieau and Police Chief Pat-
rick Major.

Mayor John Vieau congratulates Officer Elli Rodriguez as Chief Patrick Major looks on. 



Chicopee Register  February 23, 2024  ❙   Page 7

Sports
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

Colts beat rival Pacers
CHICOPEE – Last Thurs-

day night, rivals Chicopee High 
and Chicopee Comprehensive 
renewed acquaintances with 
the Colts getting the close win 
55-51. Comp, which lost in the 
opening round of the Western 
Mass. tournament this week, 
scored 17 points while Brody 
Fay had 12 points. 

The Pacers were led by 
Christian Owens-Cote with 15 
points and Jovan Gollman had 
14 points. 

The Pacers were in non-
playoff action while Comp 
awaits the state tournament 
starting next week.

Christian Owens-Cote 
goes off-balance

 to shoot.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Tineus McCluster gets a bank shot off.

Xavier Kleps sends a pass away 
ahead of pressure.

Jovan Gollman fights
 to get the layup off.

Dominic Garcia shoots with a 
block coming from the sideGarrett Gauthier jumps for the layup.

Nadir Johnson gets a quick 
shot off.Brody Fay goes for a floater shot.

Pacers lose
to league

rival
Falcons
WILBRAHAM – 

Last Thursday night, 
Chicopee girls basket-
ball suffered a loss at 
Minnechaug Region-
al 78-30. It has been a 
struggle this season for 
the Pacers, especially on 
offense.

The Pacers got 
12 points from Lauren 
Cross, the only player 
to get into double dig-
its. The Pacers fell to a 
tough 1-17 for the reg-
ular season and were 
assigned non-playoff 
games for the final week 
of the season. 

The Pacers will 
not qualify for the state 
tournament.

 Comp girls win two straight
CHICOPEE – Last week, Chicop-

ee Comprehensive girls basketball team 
finished off the regular season last week 
with two straight wins. The Colts defeat-
ed Belchertown followed by a win against 
Monson last Wednesday evening 57-34. In 
the win, Taryn Carriveau was hot all game 
with 20 points and some precision shooting. 
Kaitlyn Gilhooly had 14 points. The Colts 
finished the regular season 12-6 and defeat-
ed Longmeadow in the quarterfinals of the 
Western Mass. tournament on Monday.

Taryn Carriveau dribbles down the sideline.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Mariah Rodriguez goes for the layup.

Natalie Fournier is laser-focused 
as she takes a three-point shot.Alyssa Caney shoots at the free throw line. Ava DeBettoncourt bounces a pass inside the arc.



Page 8   ❙ February 23, 2024 Chicopee Register

SPORTS

Local newspapers play vital roles 
in communities across the globe. 
The Information Age has changed 

the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities.

While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers.

• Local newspapers keep readers up-
to-date on their own communities.
Globalization may be here to stay, but
that does not mean local communities
are no longer home to newsworthy
events. National and international
newspapers and 24-hour cable news
channels can keep men and women
up-to-date on national and world
news, but in many instances, local
newspapers are the only means people
have to learn about what’s going on in
their own communities. Local politics
impact residents’ lives every day, and

local newspapers cover local politics 
extensively.

• Local newspapers benefit nearby
businesses. Small business owners of-
ten connect with community members
via local newspapers. A strong, locally
based small business community can
improve economies in myriad ways,
creating jobs in the community and
contributing tax dollars that can be
used to strengthen local schools and
infrastructure. And local newspapers
do their part by providing affordable
and effective advertising space to local
business owners looking to connect
with their communities.

• Local newspapers can strengthen
communities. Local newspapers are
great resources for residents who
want to become more active in their
communities and learn more about
community events. Local newspapers
often showcase community events like
carnivals, local theater productions
and projects like park cleanups. These
are great ways for readers to become

more active 
in their 
commu-
nities and 
build stron-
ger commu-
nities as a 
result.

• Local
newspapers
can benefit
children.
National
newspapers
may have
little age-ap-
propriate
content to
offer young children, but local news-
papers tend to include more soft news
items than national periodicals, and
such stories typically are appropriate
for young readers. According to News-
papers in Education, students who
participated in an NIE group in Florida
performed significantly better in spell-
ing and vocabulary than nonreaders.

Additional studies have indicated that 
students who use newspapers in the 
classroom perform better on standard-
ized reading tests than those who do 
not use newspapers in class.

Many local newspapers have played 
vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 
local readers and business owners.

The benefits of local newspapers

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal • Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register
Sentinel • The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

413.283.8393  •   www.newspapers.turley.com

SPRINGFIELD – The Miracle League of West-
ern Massachusetts, a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
providing inclusive baseball opportunities for individuals 
with disabilities, have been selected as the recipient of the 
Ryan Doyle Courage Award by the Western Mass Base-
ball Hall of Fame.

The Ryan Doyle Courage Award, named in honor of 
the late Ryan Doyle, a courageous young athlete who bat-
tled cancer, recognizes individuals or organizations that 
demonstrate exceptional courage, resilience, and dedica-
tion to the sport of baseball in Western Massachusetts. The 
Miracle League of Western Massachusetts was chosen for 
their unwavering commitment to creating an inclusive en-
vironment where all individuals, regardless of ability, can 
experience the joy of playing baseball.

Founded in 2015, the Miracle League of West-
ern Massachusetts has been providing accessible base-
ball programs for children and adults with disabilities. 
Through their adaptive facilities and volunteer support, 
they ensure that every player has the opportunity to par-
ticipate in America’s favorite pastime. The organization 
has positively impacted the lives of countless individuals, 
fostering camaraderie, self-confidence, and a sense of be-
longing within the community.

The Miracle League of Western Massachusetts will 
be formally presented with the Ryan Doyle Courage 
Award at the Western Mass Baseball Hall of Fame induc-
tion ceremony on March 7th 6pm at Twin Hills Country 
Club in Longmeadow. This event brings together Western 
Mass baseball legends, enthusiasts, community leaders, 
and former MLB players to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of the inductees.

For more information about the Miracle League of 
Western Massachusetts, their inclusive baseball programs 
and to volunteer, please visit https://miracleleaguewest-
ma.com/   or contact Brian Feeley at brian@miraclelea-
guewestma.com.

To learn more about Ryan’s story: Please visit the 
Ryan Doyle Foundation at https://rd26.org/.For tickets 
to attend the induction dinner on March 7th please go to 
www.valleybluesox.com or email WMassHOF@valley-
bluesox.com

Miracle League to
receive Doyle Award

Team Mass. holding
tryouts for AAU season

STURBRIDGE – Why play for Team Mass? Afford-
able/competitive AAU Basketball program. Teams could 
potentially travel to tournaments in Massachusetts, Con-
necticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Maine or New 
York (coach dependent). Program is run on principle to 
teach the kids to be respectful on and off the court, and 
to learn the game of basketball with skills needed to be 
competitive while still having fun. Any questions, con-
tact Chris Siniscalchi 413-539-1548 Email: teammass-
basketball@gmail.com 

Boys tryouts: Saturday, March 2 (Tantasqua Junior 
High School) 

Grades 4/5/6: 8 to 9:25 a.m. and grades 7/8: 9:25-
10:50 a.m.  

Grades 9/10/11: 10:50 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. *Grades 
9/10 and 11 if in districts, just sign up 

Girls tryouts: Saturday, March 2 (Tantasqua Junior 
High School) 

Grades 4/5/6: 12:15 to 1:40 p.m. Grades 7/8: 1:40 to 
3 p.m. Grades 9/10/11: 1:40 to 3 p.m. Grades 9/10 and 
11, if in districts just sign up 

Players only need to make one tryout, but try to 
make both as it gives coaches a better look.

Tantasqua Junior High School is located at 320 
Brookfield Rd., Fiskdale.

There is a $20 tryout fee (covers all tryout dates). 
Please arrive 15 minutes early for registration. Please 
bring copy of birth certificate (needed for age/grade ver-
ification). Must be accompanied by parent/guardian to 
fill out and sign registration form.

Checkers get best of T-Birds
CHARLOTTE, N.C.  -- The 

Springfield Thunderbirds  (23-20-
3-2) were unable to complete a 
third-period comeback attempt, 
as they fell by a final score of 5-3 
against  the Charlotte Checkers 
(24-20-5-0) on Sunday inside Bo-
jangles’ Coliseum.

The Checkers carried much 
of the offensive play in the open-
ing 10 minutes, making Malcolm 
Subban work a lot in the first pe-
riod. Moments after a Springfield 
delay-of-game penalty ended, 
Charlotte maintained offensive 
pressure and got on the board as 
Gerry Mayhew found open ice 
in the low slot and one-touched 
a pass from Casey Fitzgerald 
through Subban at 9:22. The 
Checkers hit two other posts in 
the period on their way to out-
shooting Springfield 17-7 in the 
first frame.

Springfield had its own 
chance clip iron in the early 
stages, as Jakub Vrana narrowly 
missed giving the T-Birds a 1-0 
edge when he one-timed a Ryan 
Suzuki saucer pass off the pipe 
behind Spencer Knight. Despite 
the disparity in shot attempts, the 
T-Birds still found a way to get the 
game evened up when Zach Dean 
deflected a Leo Loof shot from the 

left circle all the way to the crease 
and through Knight’s legs with 
just 1:09 left in the first, tying the 
game, 1-1.

The tying marker, however, 
proved to do little to quell 
Charlotte’s offensive 
mojo in the second 
period. Another 
lengthy defensive 
zone sequence for the 
T-Birds ended in a 
Ryan McAllister one-
time goal at 2:13 of the middle 
frame. Springfield’s penalty kill 
then got dented for the first time 
in the season series at 10:49 when 
Zac Dalpe found a loose puck 
deep in the blue paint before Sub-
ban and the defense could clear it 
away. The Checker captain’s 12th 
goal of the season upped the lead 
to 3-1, which would stand through 
the end of the second. Charlotte 
outshot Springfield 33-12 through 
40 minutes.

Springfield threatened another 
third period comeback just 41 sec-
onds into the third as Joey Duszak 
wristed a shot over Knight’s 
blocker to make it a 3-2 game off 
assists from Matthew Peca and 
Adam Gaudette. Despite a heavy 
presence in the Charlotte zone in 
the opening half of the final frame, 

the score stayed 3-2 until Justin 
Sourdif guided a Mayhew cen-
tering pass through Subban to re-
store the two-goal cushion for the 
Checkers at 12:04.

Still undeterred, Peca and 
the T-Birds responded in 

kind just 48 seconds 
later, as the captain cir-

cled the offensive zone 
before elevating a wrist 
shot through traffic and 
over Knight’s glove to cut 

it down to a 4-3 score.
With 2:51 remaining, the 

Springfield power play was given 
a grand opportunity following a 
tripping penalty on Sourdif, but the 
Charlotte penalty killers answered 
the call, and another Springfield 
minor penalty nullified the power 
play and spoiled any chances of a 
tying goal. Mayhew finished his 
three-point night, finding the emp-
ty net with just over 30 seconds to 
play. 

It marked Charlotte’s first win 
in four tries this season against 
the Thunderbirds. Springfield re-
turns home to begin a three-game 
weekend on Friday as the I-91 ri-
val Hartford Wolf Pack comes to 
town. Puck drop is set for 7:05 
p.m. at the MassMutual Center 
this Friday night.

ORLANDO, FL  – 
The  Worcester Railers HC  (21-
20-4-2, 48pts) got shutout by 
the  Orlando Solar Bears  (24-16-
6-2, 56pts), on Thursday night by 
the final score of 4-0 in front of 
5,684 fans at the Kia Center.

Orlando struck first with two 
quick goals late in the first peri-
od from Mitchell Hoelscher (1-1-
2) and Alex Frye (1-0-1). Tanner 
Schachle (1-0-1) added one more 
in the second to push Orlando 
ahead 3-0 going into the third. 
Jimmy Mazza (1-0-1) ripped a 
shot down-ice off of the draw in 
the third period into an empty net 
to give Orlando the final goal of 
the game and a 4-0 victory over 
Worcester.

The Railers started off the 
first period strong. During the 
first ten minutes, the Railers uti-
lized a two-man forecheck which 
led to some great chances down 
low and keeping both the puck in 
their offensive zone and the tired 
Solar Bear players on the ice. De-
spite their efforts early, the Solar 
Bears would light the lamp first. 

A shot from the point by defen-
seman Zachary Massicotte was 
initially blocked out in front but 
found its way to an open Mitchell 
Hoelscher (22nd) who was sitting 
on the doorstep. The Solar Bears 
piled on the goal scoring just two 
minutes later with a 2-on-1 rush. 
Hoelscher would drag Railers De-
fenseman Ryan Dickinson to the 
far side boards to allow Forward 
Alex Frye (10th) to capitalize 
on the doorstep with a backhand 
shot to beat the outstretched John 
Muse. The Solar Bears outshot 
the Railers, 12-6.

The second period was a qui-
et one for the Railers. They would 
lead the period with shots on goal 
but none would result in a goal. 
The Railers had some great oppor-
tunities on their first power play 
of the game late in the period and 
built some strong momentum for 
them to carry into the third. How-
ever, the Solar Bears would con-
tinue to deal damage to the Rail-
ers with another late-period goal. 
Solar Bear forward Tyler Bird 
would enter the Railers defensive 

zone from the far side and send a 
quick pass to the high slot. The 
puck bounced to forward Tanner 
Schachle (2nd) who picked up the 
loose puck and backhanded a shot 
through Muse. The Railers led the 
period and game with shots on 
goal 14-5 and 20-17.

The third period provided a 
mix of chances and physicality 
from both sides. John Muse did 
a great job shutting down an odd-
man rush and breakaway oppor-
tunity just a few minutes into the 
period. Shortly after, the Railers 
would get their chances on net 
during their powerplay chance. 
Tension throughout the game 
built up to the point where Railers 
Forward Jack Quinlivan dropped 
the gloves against Solar Bear De-
fenseman Jérémie Biakabutuka. 
The game was capped off with an 
empty net goal scored by Solar 
Bear Defenseman Jimmy Mazza 
with a final score of 4-0 in favor 
of Orlando. 

The Railers outshot the Solar 
Bears in the third and in the game, 
16-8 and 36-25.

Railers fall in shutout to Bears

clarified his comments from a previous meeting, explain-
ing while he voted for a meeting to be held to address the 
concerns presented, he wanted to highlight “that the golf 
course like all city departments in service wasn’t estab-
lished for a profit,” with fees paid to play the course sup-
porting course upkeep and maintenance.

Multiple fundraisers, including the AGGA Tourna-
ment, are also held at the golf course.

“I support the golf course and all that it has to offer. I 
look forward to working with Mike O’Neil, the golf com-
mission and the staff at the course during these next two 
years,” Shumsky said.

The report was received and placed on file with a vote 
of 11 yes and one abstention.

FINANCE COMMITTEE from page 3
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Dorsey Memorials

Headstones & Grass Markers
Custom Designs & Styles

Monument Cleaning 
& Maintenance

Commercial Granite Signs
Cemetery Lettering

Bronze Memorial Plaques 

Laser Etching 
Benches & Urns

Veteran’s War Memorials
Boulders &

Irregular Shapes

Mausoleums 
& Columbarium

Two convenient locations to serve your memorial needs
     anywhere in the Quabbin region

T.S. Mann Memorials
199 Petersham Road, Rt. 32 • Athol, MA • 978-249-2206

www.MannMemorials.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-2

Dorsey Memorials
707 Main Street, Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212

www.DorseyMemorials.com
Mon.-Fri. 10-4 • Sat. 9-Noon

IN THE CITY

Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee 
announces open registration 
for George Webb Memorial 

Basketball Tournament
CHICOPEE – The Boys & Girls 

Club of Chicopee is happy to announce its 
17th Annual George Webb Memorial Bas-
ketball Tournament.  Registrations are now 
being accepted and can be completed at the 
Club or by visiting their website at www.
bgcchicopee.org.

The double elimination tournament is 
open to teams in the following grades for 
boys and girls:  3rd & 4th, 5th & 6th and 
7th & 8th.  

All tournament games will once again 
be held at the Club’s Chicopee Savings 
Bank Gymnasium. 

If you are interested in entering a team 
in the tournament, please call Julius San-
tos, Athletics Coordinator at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Chicopee, at 413-206-4107.  

The tournament is scheduled to begin 
Thursday, March 7. The cost is $300 per 
team. Full registration is required by Feb. 
27.

Holyoke Chicopee Family and
 Community Program presents

 ‘Dads and Kids’
CHICOPEE – Drop in for a free fam-

ily program “Dads and Kids” on March 9 
at Szetela Early Childhood Center at 66 
Macek Drive, as dads, grandfathers, un-
cles and male caregivers and children ages 
two to five spend time together playing and 
learning with Learn in Motion. 

Learn in Motion gets kids active, so-
cializing and practicing important life 
skills such as listening, following direc-
tions, sharing, taking turns, teamwork and 
overcoming challenges. 

Learn in Motion gets kids moving, 
learning and having a ball! 

The program will occur on Saturdays 
March 9, 23 and 30 and April 6 and 20 
from 1 – 2 p.m. at the Sztela Early Child-
hood Center. 

Join for one or more Saturdays. For 
more information, contact Christine at 
413-536-0363 x 4536 or email zaskeyc@
headstart.org. All are welcome! Children 
may attend with any adult. 

The program is sponsored by the 
Holyoke Chicopee Coordinated Family & 
Community Engagement grant from the 
state’s Department of Early Education and 
Care. 

Books, stories & art
Visual art inspired by books with 

Enchanted Circle 
CHICOPEE – Through the Holy-

oke-Chicopee Family & Community Pro-
gram, which coordinates services and en-
gages families, join “Books, stories & art: 
Visual art inspired by books with Enchant-
ed Circle”. 

Enchanted Circle will lead these 
hands-on sessions with fun art and litera-
cy projects for families with children ages 

three to five years old. 
Tuesdays through April 2 from 10:30 

a.m. to Noon
Informal playtime at 10:30 a.m. 
At the RiverMills Assisted Living at 7 

River Mills Drive, Chicopee
Register with Christine at zaskeyc@

headstart.org or 413-536-0363 x 4536. 

Open Swim in Chicopee! 
CHICOPEE – Open Swim in Chicop-

ee occurs on Sundays from Noon to 2 p.m. 
at Chicopee Compressive High School at 
617 Montgomery St. 

The swim season goes through March 
10. Please bring ID or Proof of Residence. 
The cost for Chicopee residents is $3 and 
the cost for non-residents is $5. 

Questions? Email Jamey Mercer at 
jmercer@chicopeema.gov.

VOC kicks off 2024 Tax 
Assistance Program 

CHICOPEE – Valley Opportunity 
Council, which manages the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance program provid-
ing free tax preparation to those of low- 
and moderate-income, began its 2024 tax 
preparations on Monday, Jan. 29. 

VITA in-person tax preparation ap-
pointments are available from Jan. 29 
through May 15 at 35 Mt. Carmel Avenue, 
Chicopee, 300 High St., Holyoke and new 
this year, 20 Lathrop St. in West Spring-
field. 

To schedule an appointment, call 413-
612-0206. Those eligible for the VITA 
program must live in Massachusetts with 
an income of up to $60,000. Appointments 
are available on weekdays, evenings and 
Sundays.

Certified volunteer tax professionals 
help qualified individuals prepare and file 
basic state and federal tax returns and prior 
year returns. VOC also offers free electron-
ic filing (e-filing) of tax returns, allowing 
for individuals to receive their refunds 
much quicker than paper filings. 

The core mission and goal of VITA is 
to assist low- to moderate-income taxpay-
ers in satisfying their tax responsibilities 
and minimize financial hardships, in turn 
saving taxpayers thousands of dollars in 
filing fees. 

In 2023, VOC helped 743 individu-
als file their state and federal tax returns 
through the VITA program. VOC has been 
providing the VITA program for 25 years 
in the communities of Chicopee, Holyoke, 
and more recently, Westfield. 

VOC is the largest and most diverse 
Community Action Agency in Western 
Massachusetts with an annual budget of 
$45 million. With this Federal designation, 
VOC has established a powerful network of 
support and collaborative services intend-
ed to encourage community members to 
actively achieve self-sufficiency for them-
selves and their families. VOC employs 
over 250 staff members and has 150 local 
vendors, providing a significant economic 
investment in the community.

Events and announcements 
IN THE CLASSROOM

Colleges announce Fall 2023 Dean’s Lists
Chicopee students make 
UMass Amherst Fall 2023 

Dean’s List 

AMHERST - Below is a list of 
Chicopee students who were named 
to the Dean’s List at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst for the Fall 
2023 semester.

Mohammed Rihab Al Zubaidi, 
Alexis Lynn Blaine, Nicholas Blinn, 
Alexis Nichole Brewer, Sorrel Ren 
Brooks, Elizabeth Christine Marie 
Butler, Zachary Edward Canavan, 
Jorden Kayleigh Evora, Marina Rose 
Fedora, Austin James Fydenkevez, 
Emma Cecilia Geitz, Grace Connors 
Xiaochen Gill, Ange Edoxie Gnobo, 
Kassandra M Guerrero, Joseph Daniel 
Hanna, Mitchell Peter Jezouit, Hubert 
Tomasz Kula, Szymon Kula, Kristina 
Nicole Lavoie, Michelle Anna Letows-
ka, Jonathan Edward Lewis, Brielle 
Elizabeth Los, Gabriel Mijal, Michael 
Molina-Duque, Sophia Lillian Naw-
rocki, Linda Nguyen, Y Ngoc Nguy-
en, Joshua William O’Brien, Pratham 
Raju Patel, Kyle Picard, Izabella 
Poplawska, Chase Joseph Presz, Chel-
sea Nicole Ramos, Nathan Stephen 
Roberts, Anabella Grace Rose, Ham-
dy Mohamad Sayrafi, Olivia Diana 
Schonagel, Nicole Marie St Hilaire, 
Christian John Stallman, Lilly DuBois 
Tabb, Giavanni Julianna Thomson, 
Vinamra Tyagi, Marco Maximilliano 
Ulloa-Hiltz, Alison Victoria Wegrzyn, 
Skylar S Worthen, Kevin Yuen, and 
Benjamin Anton Zamachaj.

To qualify, an undergraduate stu-
dent must receive a 3.5 grade-point 
average or better on a four-point scale.

Indiana Kingsley named to 
WPI’s  Dean’s List

WORCESTER – Worcester Poly-
technic Institute has announced that 
Chicopee resident Indiana Kingsley, a 
member of the Class of 2027 majoring 
in Aerospace Engineering, was named 
to the university’s Dean’s List for ac-
ademic excellence for the fall 2023 
semester.

Chicopee resident named to 
Clark University’s Dean’s List

WORCESTER – Haley R. Res-
nick, of Chicopee, was named to sec-
ond honors on the Clark University 
Dean’s List. This selection marks out-
standing academic achievement during 
the Fall 2023 semester.

Students must have a GPA of 3.8 
or above for first honors or a GPA be-
tween 3.50 and 3.79 for second honors.

HCC Dean’s List for
fall 2023 semester

HOLYOKE - Each semester 
Holyoke Community College recog-
nizes superior scholarship through the 
Dean’s List. A student is placed on 
the Dean’s List if their G.P.A. is 3.2 
or higher. The students listed below 
are from Chicopee and have earned 
Dean’s List honors for the Fall 2023 
semester.

Chicopee: Amwag Al Jebur, Sara 
Al-Jebur, Jada Marie Andino, Jas-
mine Antoine, Dina Artin, Alicia Rose 
Beaton, Arleen Marie Berrios, Syd-
ney Linda Blanchette, Sophia Ann 
Bolston, Yalexia Bonilla, Sarah Jamie 
Buckley, Leah Valerie Cheney, Cher L. 
Condino, Alana Jane Cooley, Deborah 
Rose Cruz, Alexzander Noel Delga-
do, Zachary Taylor Dubreuil, Dylan 
M. English, Hannah Flowers, Kseniia 
Allisa Fox, Zoe Marie Fydenkevez I, 
Joni Michel George, Theodore Joseph 
Gordon, Gregner Julissa Gotay Qui-
nones, Jenna Nicole Hajdamowicz, 
Gianna Harris, Kyren Harris, Alex-
ander Ryan Hines, Mariah Holloway, 
McKenna Rose Houldson, Rebecca 
A. Jolly, Natalia Lanice Nashi Jones, 
Iryna Kravchenko, Nicole Y. Kynard, 
Joshua C. Laxton, Elisabeth Loiselle, 
Andres Lopez Pozo, Jason Lee Loza-
do, McKenna Aurore Malanowski, 
McKallum Shaw Malanowski, Angel 
Manuel Martinez Lopez, Evan Daniel 
Montero, Liangelis Kayliana Morales, 
Kendra Ann Paquette, Emma Claire 
Pasterczyk, Hanna May Patrick, Da-
vid Christopher Perez, Renee Pierre, 
Steven Michael Placzek, Brian Pride, 
Hailey Shea Prive, Wilmary E. Ramos, 
Lance Louis Rice, Jenna Marie Ade-
lina Rinvil, Jazmin J. Rivera, Diana 
Teresa Rivera, Daeshavana Robinson, 
Dominik Anthony Rodrigo, Alondra 
Rodriguez-Rios, DeAndra Roy, Amya 
Justice Ruiz, Breana Rynn, Mohamad 
Zuhir Sawan, Shalyn Sullivan, Mat-
thew Tyler Terkelsen, Ashley Ivelisse 
Terron, Nataliia Usach, Glorymar Val-
lellanes, Carlos David Vasquez, Kyler 
Joel Viafara, Mykayla and Rae Wab-
nig.

Chicopee students named 
to University of Rhode Island 

Dean’s List

KINGSTON, R.I. – The Univer-
sity of Rhode Island is pleased to 
announce the Fall 2023 Dean’s List. 
The following Dean’s List students 
are from Chicopee: Romeo Brooks, 
Nathan Conde, Madi Hartling, 
Ameena King, Taryn Langlois and 
Ava Lapa. 
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

WE DO LLC. Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Popcorn ceiling 
removal. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOR SALE FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDClassified 

Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME
LEAD CUSTODIAN

United Congregational Church of Holy-
oke. Custodian wanted to ensure the 
upkeep and cleanliness of our building. 
Application and complete job descrip-
tion available at www.uccholyoke.org/
contact/employment-opportunities or 
submit a cover letter and resume to 
office.uccholyoke@gmail.com 
or call 413-532-1483.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

REAL ESTATEAUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT
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NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
Mortgage Deed, Security 
Agreement and Assignment 
of Leases and Rents, given 
by Alycar Investments, LLC, 
to Marchionte Capital, LLC, 
dated April 15, 2022, and 
recorded at the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 24503 Page 547, for 
breach of the conditions of 
said Mortgage Deed, Security 
Agreement and Assignment 
of Leases and Rents and 
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing, the same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 11:00 a.m. 
on March 1, 2024, on the 
mortgaged premises located 
at 20 – 22 Alvord Avenue, 
Chicopee, MA 01020, a por-
tion of the premises described 
in said Mortgage Deed, 
Security Agreement and 
Assignment of Leases and 
Rents,

TO WIT:
2 0 - 2 2  A l vo r d  Ave , 

Chicopee, MA 01020
The proper ty  loca t -

ed at 20-22 Alvord Avenue, 
Chicopee, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, and as more 
particularly bounded and 
described as follows:

A parcel of land situated 
in said Chicopee Falls, bound-
ed and described as follows:

B e g i n n i n g  o n  t h e 
NORTHERLY side of Alvord 
Avenue, formerly called 
Brown Avenue, at a point dis-
tant EASTERLY two hundred 
ten and 74/100 (210.74) feet 
from the EASTERLY line of 
Broadway,

t h e n c e  r u n n i n g 
NORTHERLY one hun-
dred  n ine  and  60 /100 

(109.60) feet to an iron pin 
on the SOUTHERLY line 
of land now or formerly of 
one Charles Hasenjager 
and distant sixty-two and 
41/100 (62.41) feet from the 
WESTERLY side of Alvord 
Avenue,

thence EASTERLY along 
the SOUTHERLY line of 
land now or formerly of said 
Hasenjager, sixty-two and 
41/100 (62.41) feet to the 
WESTERLY line of Alvord 
Avenue,

thence SOUTHERLY on 
said Alvord Avenue, nine-
ty-two and 52/100 (92.52) 
feet to an iron pin in the 
ground at the beginning of a 
curve in said Alvord Avenue,

thence SOUTHERLY and 
WESTERLY on said curve of 
fifteen (15) feet radius twen-
ty-two and 82/100 (22.82) 
feet to an iron pin in the 
ground on the NORTHERLY 
line of said Alvord Avenue,

thence WESTERLY on 
the NORTHERLY line of 
said Alvord Avenue, forty and 
24/100 (40.24) feet to an iron 
pin at the point of beginning.

Subject to restrictions of 
record dated July 20, 1911 as 
recorded in Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
806, Page 570.

Being the same premises 
conveyed to the Mortgagor 
herein by deed of BD Asset 
Co. 5, LLC dated, April 15, 
2022 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds immediately prior 
hereto.

TERMS OF SALE:
A  d e p o s i t  o f  Te n 

Thousand ($10,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be 
paid by the purchaser at the 
time and place of sale.  The 
balance is to be paid by 

certified or bank check at 
Saulino & Silvia, P.C., 550 
Locust Street, Fall River, 
Massachusetts 02720, or by 
mail to 550 Locust Street, Fall 
River, Massachusetts 02720, 
within thirty (30) days from 
the date of sale.  Deed will 
be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full 
of the purchase price.  The 
description of the premises 
contained in said Mortgage 
Deed, Security Agreement 
and Assignment of Leases 
and Rents, shall control in the 
event of an error in this pub-
lication.

Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale.

MARCHIONTE CAPITAL, 
LLC,

Present holder of said 
Mortgage Deed,

Security Agreement and 
Assignment of Leases and 

Rents,
By its Attorneys,

PETER A. SAULINO, 
ESQUIRE

Saulino & Silvia, P.C.
 550 Locust Street

Fall River, MA 02720
PH: (508) 675 - 7770

02/09, 02/16, 02/23/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P0810EA
Estate of: 

David P Dutilly
Date of Death: 12/08/2022

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE 
BY A PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE
To all interested persons:

A Petition for Sale of 
Real Estate has been filed by: 
Gary Dutilly of Springfield, 
MA  requesting that the 
court authorize the Personal 
Representative to sell the 
decendent’s real estate at a 
private sale.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 03/15/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: February 08, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/23/24

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

Interstate Towing, Inc.   pur-
suant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, section 39A, 
that on February 23, 2024, 
at Interstate Towing, Inc., the 
following Motor Vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi-
cles 

2004 Audi A4
VIN: WAULC68E84A084380
Najce Hillman
158 Elm St. 
Westfield, MA 01085

2004 Chevrolet Trailblazer
VIN: 1GNDT13S242432831
Kenneth Hart
64 Crestwood Dr.
Southbridge, MA 01550

2012 Chevrolet Impala
VIN: 2G1WB5E31C1137308
Michael Leeming
54 Marshview Dr.
Marshfield, MA 02050

2018 Toyota Rav4
VIN: 2T3BFREV9JW836385
Lashawn Keitt
128 Main St. Apt A
Westfield, MA 01085

2015 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCR2F5XFA029253
Arpit Mathur
1550 Soldiers Field Rd. 
Unit 502

Boston, MA 02135

2005 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL11E85C228299
Grace Centeno
91 Federal St. Apt 2B
Springfield, MA 01105

2022 Chevrolet Trax
VIN: KL7CJPSM8NB506705
Valerie Gerhardt
183 1st St. Apt 4
Pittsfield, MA 01201

02/09, 02/16, 02/23/2024

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
 Notice is hereby given by 

Interstate Towing, Inc.  pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c. 255, section 39A, that on 
March 1, 2024, at Interstate 
Towing, Inc the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices 
and sale of said vehicles. 

2003 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCM82683A030042
Stuarts Automotive
97 Tanner St
Lowell, MA 01852

2006 BMW X5
VIN: 5UXFA13516LY30240
Michelle Sevigne
44 Taylor St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

2008 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL21E28C273989
Ramon Guerra Jr
72 Temple St Apt 1
Springfield, MA 01108

2009 BMW 328i
VIN: WBAWB33549P137599
Gina Porcello
86 Spring St
Enfield, CT 06082

2009 Honda Odyssey
VIN: 1JJV532W7YL462728
Jeffrey Hall
49 La Civita Ct Apt 3
Stoughton, MA 02072

2014 Chevrolet Silverado
VIN: 3GCUKSEC3EG286357
Lesaida Diaz
254 Hillside Ave
Hartford, CT 06106

2018 Toyota Rav4
VIN: JTMRFREV9JJ237239
Adianez Torres
23 N East St FL 2
Holyoke, MA 01040

02/16, 02/23, 03/01/2024

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS THE 

TRIAL COURT 
HAMPDEN, Div.

Probate & Family Court 
Dept. HD24E0008PP
To: Sean P Olbrych of 

Chicopee, in the County of 
Hampden, and to all other 
persons interested.

A petition has been pre-
sented to said Court by Kara 
Finken of Simsbury, CT, 
representing that they hold 
as joint tenants in an undi-
vided part or share of land 

lying in Chicopee, in the 
County of Hampden, setting 
forth that they desire that all 
of said land may be sold at 
private sale or public auc-
tion for not less than Three 
Hundred Thirty Thousand 
($330,000.00) Dollars, and 
praying that partition may be 
made of all the land aforesaid 
according to law, and to that 
end that a commissioner be 
appointed to make such par-
tition and be ordered to make 
sale and conveyance of all, or 
any part of said land which 
the Court finds cannot be 
advantageously divided either 
at private sale or public auc-
tion, and be ordered to distrib-
ute the net proceeds thereof 
after full adjudication of the 
equitable claims contained in 
said petition and supplemen-
tal memorandum filed with 
the Court. 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attor-
ney, should file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten 
o’clock in the forenoon on the 
first day of April 2024, the 
return day of this citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First 
Justice of said Court, this first 
day of February 2024.

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register

02/16, 02/23, 03/01/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD24C0045CA
HD24C0046CA
In the matter of: 
Khalid Salim & 

Sadan Naser
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A petition to Change 

Name of Minor has been filed 
by:

Khalid Salim & Sadan 
Naser of Chicopee, MA

requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing 
their name to: Khalid Yousif 
Nassir and Sadan Yousif 
Nassir

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 

for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00a.m. on the 
return day of 03/11/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: February 08, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/23/24

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Freedom Credit Union holding
‘Month of Giving’ campaign to
benefit local animal shelters

Donations to benefit the 
Foundation for TJO Animals 
and Franklin County Regional 
Dog Shelter

 
SPRINGFIELD – Through Feb. 

29,  Freedom Credit Union  is inviting its 
members, employees and community to 
“Paws for a Cause” and make cash do-
nations to benefit the Foundation for TJO 
Animals in Springfield and Franklin Coun-
ty Regional Dog Shelterin Greenfield.

“These amazing institutions provide 
food, water, shelter and a variety of critic-
al services for thousands of animals in our 
region every year,” said Freedom Credit 
Union President Glenn Welch. “They rely 
on donations to help fund everything from 
veterinary care to toys and bedding for the 
animals’ comfort and enrichment as they 
wait to find their forever homes.”

The  Thomas J. O’Connor Adoption 
Center provides animal shelter and adop-
tion services for the cities of Springfield, 
Chicopee and Holyoke. The Foundation 
for TJO Animals was formed to allow the 
group to better serve the shelter animals in 
their care through medical treatments and 
rehabilitation. This veterinary care allows 
pets to be brought to the adoption floor to 
hopefully find their forever homes.

The Franklin County Regional Dog 
Shelter is a volunteer-led group serving 
the communities of Franklin County. Its 
mission is to protect and improve the 
lives of stray, lost and unwanted dogs by 
offering a welcoming facility, providing 
care and finding good homes for each 
animal.

“We encourage you to donate dir-
ectly to these organizations or at any of 
our branches through Thursday, Feb. 29,” 
Welch said. “Let’s make those tails wag!”

BUSINESS

Random Acts of Kindness
By Barb Turcotte

It’s not often I get to share stories 
about communities outside of the towns 
I write for, but I know this story encom-
passes other areas too because its congre-
gation comprises of members from them, 
including the Lyons from Wilbraham who 
I’d recently featured. They referred me to 
Sue Peloquin of Chicopee, the one who 
spear-headed this idea from originally hav-
ing a tag sale to benefit her church. With 
the downstairs space of the Trinity Luther-
an Church located at 400 Wilbraham Rd. 
in Springfield, they have created a clean 
and beautifully organized Thrift Store with 
a wide variety of items at very reasonable 
prices.

Here you might find that beloved 
Beanie Baby you’ve been looking for that 
sells for $2 each or three for $5. Or per-
haps you’re looking for that special Easter 
decoration, some starting at 50 cents. Baby 
clothing starts at 50 cents and jeans start at 
$2 or maybe you’ll find a sweater for $5 or 
less. Perhaps you’re in the market for boots 
or sneakers, toys, books, CD’s, lamps, jew-
elry or glassware. They’ve got a great se-
lection of all these as well as many other 
items. The inventory constantly changes, 
which is why they have regular shoppers 
who don’t want to miss a good deal and 
come each week to check out the new mer-
chandise. 

The idea for the Thrift Store was origi-
nally hatched with 11 women who had tak-
en part in the tag sale benefiting the church, 
but as the commitment became a reality that 
number dwindled to three. Sue, along with 
another Chicopee resident, Mary Vaughn 
and East Longmeadow resident Wanda 
Prahm keep this amazing shop running and 
orderly which involves about seven hours 
from each per week. Each volunteer staff 
member comes with their own uniqueness 
and expertise, but they all agree Sue is the 
mastermind of the operation. Mary retired 
after many years of nursing at Baystate 
Medical Center prior to the merge of be-
coming such, whereas Wanda retired after 
eighteen years as the church’s secretary 
and Sue owned her own catering business. 
Wanda has only been a resident of East 
Longmeadow for about two years, having 
moved from North Brookfield after losing 
her husband but previously had traveled to 
this church each week regardless of the dis-
tance. They do have others who occasion-
ally volunteer but too numerous to mention 
them all by name. Though Sue admits she 
couldn’t do this without everyone’s help, 
she’s the one who often picks up the do-
nations, organizes the space with a vision 

of how items should be displayed, does the 
pricing and makes the final decisions re-
garding sales.  (The volunteers squealed on 
her saying that sometimes a much-wanted 
item gets slipped into the shopper’s bag as 
a special surprise for them when they get 
home)

They are excitedly beginning their 
third season of this undertaking and are 
very proud of being able to help their con-
gregation by doing this. These ladies are 
known as the “Golden Girls” of the Trin-
ity Lutheran Church! Each shared with me 
their own Random Acts of Kindness, as 
both recipients as well as the doers. These 
truly are some light-hearted, humorous, 
amazingly dedicated women!

Each December in the Narthex of the 
church, they have a Christmas tree that is 
decorated with donated scarves and mittens 
they then donate to a local library where 
they are distributed to those in need.  This 
creates a pooled effort for the entire congre-
gation to partake in to help others. During 
the cold weather you’re apt to see winter 
jackets hung on the church’s fence for any-
one who needs one to keep warm. They’re 
also anxiously waiting to start collaborat-
ing more with the Red Cross who currently 
give vouchers for their Thrift Store to help 
people during their crisis.  They do have 
a few collection sites in various areas that 
help with donations as well.

   These volunteers meet on Wednes-
days to organize the new donations, decide 
what should go into the front hall as sale 
items and then Sue gathers the new cloth-
ing and takes it home to launder before put-
ting them in the store. They are open from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m., Fridays only and de-
pending on weather conditions.  

Their answer to the question of what to 
do with items left over from your tag sale, 
estate sale or spring cleaning, call them? I 
know I have donations I’ll be making ar-
rangements for as my own Random Act of 
Kindness and will certainly be contributing 
again when the process of spring cleaning 
begins. I’m so happy that I was introduced 
to these ladies and am able to support their 
cause which is helping others.  

If you’d like to donate, call Sue Pel-
oquin at 413-250-2499 and make arrange-
ments for your Random Act of Kindness 
items.  You’ll be helping many!

If would like to tell me a story about 
a Random Act of Kindness please contact 
me at bdt514@aol.com or 413-788-7514.  
Who knows, you might see your story in 
this column, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed, 
did or received something nice being done.  
See you next month with another Random 
Act of Kindness! 

Consider adding becoming an 
organ donor to your list of 
New Year’s resolutions

  
SPRINGFIELD – Consider adding 

becoming an organ donor to your list of 
New Year’s resolutions. 

“Every nine minutes a new person 
is added to the national transplant wait 
list, which is already overcrowded with 
more than 100,000 men, women and 
children waiting for a lifesaving organ. 
Over 40,000 transplants were performed 
in 2022, a record year for transplants in 
the United States, but many more peo-
ple could benefit from a lifesaving organ 
transplant,” said  Dr. Kenneth McPart-
land,  medical director,  Transplant Divi-
sion, Baystate Health. 

Making your wishes known is easy. 
If you would like to become a donor, your 
wishes can be indicated on your driv-
er’s license, or you can register online at 
www.donatelife.net/register. 

While doing so, let your family know 
about your decision to become an organ 
donor so that they along with friends 
know and understand your wishes in ad-
vance. 

There are many common misconcep-
tions about donation that persist today. 

Donate Life America offers the fol-
lowing facts to help you better understand 
organ, eye and tissue donation: 

Fact: Anyone can be a potential do-
nor regardless of age, race, or medical 
history. 

Fact: All major religions in the Unit-
ed States support organ, eye and tissue 
donation and see it as the final act of love 
and generosity toward others. 

Fact: If you are sick or injured and 
admitted to the hospital, the number one 
priority is to save your life. Organ, eye 
and tissue donation can only be consid-
ered after you are deceased. 

Fact: When you are on the waiting 
list for an organ, what really counts is the 
severity of your illness, time spent wait-
ing, blood type, and other important med-
ical information, not your financial status 
or social status. 

Fact: An open casket funeral is pos-
sible for organ, eye and tissue donors. 
Through the entire donation process the 
body is treated with care, respect and dig-
nity. 

Fact: There is no cost to the donor or 
their family for organ or tissue donation. 

Fact: Information about an organ do-
nor is only released to the recipient if the 
family of the donor requests or agrees to 
it. 

“Deceased donors leave a legacy by 
giving the gift of life after they pass, but 

did you know that this gift can be given 
during your lifetime? As a living kidney 
donor, an individual can live a long and 
healthy life with one kidney while giving 
someone else a second chance at life,” 
said Nancy Dias, BSN, RN, Living Donor 
Coordinator, Baystate Medical Center. 

Baystate Medical Center offers many 
options in living kidney donation. The 
transplant program works closely with 
the National Kidney Registry as a Donor 
Care Center of Excellence to facilitate na-
tional exchanges or kidney swaps, as well 
as voucher donations. Compatible and in-
compatible pairs can donate and receive 
kidneys with one of the many options 
available. Visit the NKR website for more 
information  https://www.kidneyregistry.
org/. 

Baystate Transplant Program offers 
the only Transplant Services in Western 
Massachusetts for adult patients requiring 
kidney transplantation. In 2023, Baystate 
has performed close to 70 kidney trans-
plants, the most ever performed in a sin-
gle year since the program started over 
30 years ago. The program has over 150 
patients on the national transplant waiting 
list and is continuing to find ways to in-
crease access to kidney transplantation. 

Today, more and more people are 
making a difference in someone’s life 
by becoming a living kidney donor to a 
patient on the  Baystate Health  waiting 
list, an alternative to waiting for a kidney 
from a deceased donor. More information 
about the process of living donation is 
available on the Baystate Health Trans-
plant Program website at baystatehealth.
org/transplant. 

Transplant surgeons use the latest 
techniques, including minimally inva-
sive surgery, so that patients experience 
a faster recovery and spend less time in 
the hospital. In addition to experienced 
surgeons, the Baystate Transplant Team 
includes nephrologists, nurse transplant 
coordinators, dietitians, pharmacists, so-
cial workers, financial councilors, as well 
as administrative and clinical assistants to 
help guide patients through the process. 
Living or deceased donor renal transplant 
is offered as treatment of end-stage renal 
disease.  

Life is meant to be shared. It takes 
only five minutes to sign up as an or-
gan donor at  www.organdonor.gov/
sign-up. 

To learn more about becoming a liv-
ing kidney donor, call Baystate Medical 
Center’s Transplant Program at 413-794-
2321 Option 2 and speak with the liv-
ing donor coordinator or sign on to the 
Baystate Transplant website at baystate-
health.org/transplant  for a confidential 
screening process. 

HEALTH
Life Is meant to be shared


