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Community members celebrated at 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The commu-
nity gathered at the Castle of 
Knights on March 1 to celebrate 
this year’s recipients at the 39th 
Annual Shining Stars Awards 
Gala.

The recipients were Ash-
ley Kohl as Citizen of the Year, 
Mercedes-Benz of Springfield 
as Business of the Year, Daryl 
Grabowski as Volunteer of the 
Year and Junior Achievement of 
Western Massachusetts as Non-
profit of the Year.

This year’s theme was 
“The Greatest Show in Chicop-
ee” and was presented by The 

Greater Chicopee Chamber of 
Commerce, with father-daughter 
duo Jeremy Procon of Interstate 
Towing and Hayley Procon of 
Aura Day Spa serving as mas-
ters of ceremony.

Melissa Breor, executive 
director for the chamber of com-
merce, and Marie Laflamme, 
city treasurer and chairperson 
of the Event Committee, intro-
duced the recipients and provid-
ed remarks throughout the night.

SHOW Circus of Easthamp-
ton also provided a cirque per-
formance art performance.

Kohl was humbled by the 
honor, recognized for her work 
with her dance studio, Ohana 
School of Performing Arts.

She praised the chamber 

for holding an event like this 
to spotlight the positive in the 
community.

“These events are so import-
ant. They generate energy, they 
bring people together. It’s about 
connection, it’s about inspiring 
people to do good. It’s about a 
ripple effect, so you hear about 
things people are doing in the 
community and you’re inspired 
to do more good,” Kohl said.

Kohl encourages people to 
make a difference in their com-
munity.

“I want people to know 
that you don’t need to have a 
high-powered position. You 
don’t need to have a big job or 

Chicopee raises flag for 
Dominican Republic Day

The ceremony is the first 
in city history

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Local and 
state elected officials, residents 
and community members gath-
ered outside City Hall on Feb. 
27 to raise the flag for Domin-
ican Republic Independence 
Day.

The flag-raising is the first 
in the city’s history, recogniz-
ing the country’s independence 
from Haiti beginning on Feb-
ruary 27, 1844, and ending on 
January 24, 1856.

”In his remarks, Mayor 
John Vieau shared the history of 
the Dominican Republic’s fight 
for independence during the 

19th century, explaining Feb. 
27 “marks a pivotal movement 
in their history, a testament to 
the resilience and courage of 
the Dominican people.”

“Their journey to freedom 
is one of perseverance and de-
termination. As we honor the 
sacrifices of their ancestors, let 
us reaffirm our commitment to 
liberty, democracy and unity,” 
Vieau said. “Beyond that his-
tory, the Dominican Repub-
lic captivates with its natural 
beauty, vibrant culture and rich 
traditions. To our Dominican 
residents, your contributions 
enrich our community and to-
day, we celebrate your heritage 
and spirit.”

State Sen. Adam Gomez 
(D-Springfield) shared his re-
flections in Spanish before 
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Barry Elementary School Feasibility Study approved for phase two
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The proposal 
to move forward with plans to 
replace or repair Anna E. Bar-
ry Elementary School received 
state approval on Feb. 28.

In a meeting with the Mas-
sachusetts School Building Au-
thority, Chicopee was one of five 
districts in the state considered 
for an invitation to a feasibility 
study after completing the nec-
essary prerequisites, finalizing 
enrollment and securing feasi-
bility studies and schematics and 
design for their projects.

The school, built in 1963, 
has many concerns, including 
asbestos and mold, single-paned 
glass windows that are super-in-
efficient, no air conditioning, 
dated HVAC controls and the-
matic temperature controls, lack 
of an elevator for handicapped 
students and no sprinkler sys-

tem.
The project has received 

three letters of support from 
State Sen. John Velis (D-West-
field), State Rep. Shirley Arriaga 
(D-Chicopee) and State Sen. Ja-
cob Oliveira (D-Ludlow), along 
with approval from the City 
Council.

Mayor John Vieau thanked 
the MSBA for the opportunity to 
have the project considered for 
state funding, explaining the city 
is “highly motivated to either 
renovate or replace our Barry El-
ementary School.”

“There’s just many deficien-
cies in the building and I really 
feel that, as a city, replacing this 
school with a more organic reno-
vating would create a nice, safe, 
modern learning environment 
for our students,” Vieau said.

After breaking down the 
many issues in the school, Vieau 
added, “The site is very small” 
and the city plans to potentially 
look at Article 97 for the project.

“This building needs to be 
replaced,” Vieau said.

Arriaga emphasized the ac-
cessibility issues at the school.

“Some of our students, 
unfortunately, have to exit the 
school building and come around 

a different door to access certain 
classrooms, which, of course, 
it’s something that shouldn’t be 
even a thought in today’s world 
where we’re thinking about our 
children getting to their class-
rooms in a timely fashion,” Ar-

riaga said.
Arriaga agreed that the 

school needs to be replaced.
“We understand that this is 

a big ask as all the other schools 

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY MELISSA BREOR

Hayley Procon, Michelle and Peter Wirth, co-owners of Mercedes-Benz of Springfield, and Jeremy Procon 
pose for a group photo as the Wirths are honored as Business of the Year at the 39th Annual Shining Stars 
Awards Gala. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY TEDY MAKUCH 

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

From the left, State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), Emma Rodri-
guez, assistant registrar at the City of Chicopee’s Registrar of Voters, 
Mayor John Vieau, Charina Rosado, manager at Key Food Market-
place, City Councilor-at-Large Gerry Roy and State Sen. Adam Gomez 
at the Feb. 27 Dominican Republic Independence Day Flag-Raising 
ceremony.

See SHINING STARS page 5

39th Annual Shining Stars Awards Gala
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IN THE CITY
Kristin Rivers, new editor, 

shares her welcome message
Hello to my hometown 
of Chicopee!

I am so honored to be your editor 
for the Chicopee Register and continue 
covering the stories that mean the most 
to you. I’d like to thank Dalton Zbierski 
for all that he has taught me and his men-
torship as I take on this new responsibili-
ty and continue delivering the local news 
and stories that matter to us. Everything 
done this past year has been a true team 
effort and it’s one that I don’t take for 
granted. I know, also, Dalton has made 
the hometown proud with all he has 
done during his tenure.

In writing for this paper in the last 
year, I have gained a newfound apprecia-
tion for Chicopee. Whether it’s covering 
a City Council meeting, an event at the 
library or senior center or doing a story 
on a business grand opening or flag-rais-
ing ceremony, I have seen firsthand how 
much the hometown has grown in mak-
ing everyone in Chicopee feel they have 
a place to call home while, also, making 
sure the top issues concerning residents 
are addressed and spoken about.

There’s also another thing that stays 
with me that makes this work even more 
worthwhile.

“Thank you for getting our message 
out.”

Given the chaos and stress of to-
day’s world, it is very easy for all of us to 
focus on that and wonder if there’s still 
good in the world. If there’s still people 
making a difference, if things are chang-
ing for the better. I know for myself I’ve 
had moments of skepticism and cyni-
cism about people. However, this work 
has changed that as I sit down for every 
interview to have conversations about 
what means the most to you, It’s why I 

always ask “What 
would you like 
the community 
of Chicopee to 
know…” because, 
it’s important for 
the community 
to know why an 
event is import-
ant, why a story is 

important, why resi-
dents should learn more about who you 
are and what you do. Because it deserves 
attention and recognition. It’s those pos-
itive gestures that remind us, even on our 
most difficult days, there is still good to 
be found. 

I would not be remiss if I didn’t 
share a little about me in this letter. I 
have a fluffy black cat named Midnight, 
I love books and music, I enjoy travel-
ing and nature and am also an advocate 
for mental health and suicide prevention. 
You might also see me with a giant wa-
ter jug, pink of course, when I cover a 
story. Additionally, I love to write and 
have found the written word as a place 
to share authenticity, honesty, deeper 
perspectives and heart. I hope that heart 
has come through and continues to in 
this new endeavor.

As I close this letter, I want to make 
sure this is reiterated. You all make this 
paper what it is today because it is your 
paper. All I simply do is help tell the 
stories, share the facts, gather the infor-
mation and research and bring to life the 
visions you each have.

I hope as your new editor I can con-
tinue this work, while also making a big-
ger impact.

I look forward to our continued 
work together because we’re only just 
getting started.

– Kristin Rivers

Zoning Committee continues 
special permit application for 

DanceDynamics
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Zoning Commit-
tee continued on Feb. 28 a special permit 
application from DanceDynamics.

The application concerns a property 
becoming a mixed property, creating one 
residential unit in a business building on 
Chicopee Street.

The applicant, Angela Klusman, ex-
plained since her last meeting with the 
committee on Jan. 31, she has paid the 
water and personal property tax bills.

“The only thing that I believe that 
there is still a problem is the landlord’s 
property tax for me purchasing the build-
ing,” Klusman said.

Ward 4 Councilor George Balakier, 
upon reviewing the bills, stated this was 
correct, with real estate taxes still owed 
on the property totaling $16,687.73.

Assistant Building Commissioner 
Carl Ferguson spoke with Building Com-
missioner Frank Boron earlier that day 
regarding the building codes.

“He indicated to me that Angela 
has provided us with some additional 
drawings, and Frank felt confident that 
whatever the nature of the building code 
requirements for the building would be 
addressed and met subsequent to this 
meeting tonight,” Ferguson said. “He 
also indicated that we won’t be able to 
move forward with any additional per-
mitting or any start to any progress until 
the actual special permit is issued. So de-
pending on what the parameters are for 
that action, that’s kind of what I know at 
this point.”

Fire Capt. Benjamin Turnberg said 
the fire department has also spoken with 
Klusman.

“If this goes through and she gets 
her permit that she seeks, we feel that the 
property it’s possible to turn it into resi-
dential safely with proper alarm system 
and whatnot, but that would all be a con-
dition on getting the permit first, and then 
she can proceed with wiring it the way it 
needs to be wired,” Turnberg said.

After seeing no one for public input, 
the conversation transitioned to taxes.

When Ward 8 Councilor Gary 
Labrie asked Klusman if she went into a 
sale and purchase with the landlord, she 
confirmed yes.

Balakier said he’s spent time with 
the city treasurer and city bill collector 

about setting up a repayment plan, sug-
gesting Klusman present a copy of the 
purchase and sale document.

“It’s kind of interesting because 
what could probably happen is, in June, 
for example, could be a tax taking,” Bal-
akier said.

Klusman affirmed that, saying she 
knows that “the city actually can take the 
building and then I can go and try and 
purchase it from the city after you guys 
take the building.”

“I spoke to them about all that too. 
But the thing is, right now, like I had told 
them, I was going to pull back giving 
them the $1,000 a month and start pay-
ing because I have spoken, also, to Marie 
Laflamme, our treasurer, to start making 
a payment plan even though it’s not my 
bill,” Klusman said. “I don’t own the 
building, but I’ve gone above and beyond 
to try and make everybody happy and 
try to purchase this building instead of it 
going and being a piece of land that just 
sits there in a building that just basically 
collapsed from our city.”

When Labrie asked Ferguson and 
Turnberg if the plan submitted met their 
approval, they confirmed yes.

Councilor-at-Large Tim Wagner 
asked for clarification on the special per-
mit process, given Klusman currently 
does not own the building.

“Can we issue the special permit if 
a payment plan is set up for somebody 
else?” Wagner said.

Attorney Tim Riley confirmed City 
Council can issue a special permit to 
someone who doesn’t own a building, 
that is a possessory interest and who has 
a lease to use the property.

“However, the payment plan’s got to 
be, with my understanding, I’m not the 
collector, but would have to be with the 
person who pays and that’s the owner of 
the building,” Riley said.

Balakier concluded the best way to 
move forward, pending a definitive pay-
ment plan set up with the city treasurer, 
would be to file a continuance on the ap-
plication by another month.

“I think that would add some credi-
bility to our quagmire at this point,” Bal-
akier said.

The motion of continuance until the 
March 27 Zoning Committee meeting at 
6:30 p.m. at City Hall with the follow-
ing condition of the applicant getting in 
touch with the city treasurer for a defini-
tive payment plan passed 5-0.

Roger’s    Place
NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON!
12PM – 8PM ~ 7 DAYS A WEEK

1016 CHICOPEE STREET, CHICOPEE • (413) 356-4153

HOME OF THE 
BOMB CORE CONES

BIGGEST CONES
IN CHICOPEE MA!! 
HUGE FRIED DOUGH,

SOFT SERVE, MILKSHAKES 
& BOMB FLOATS

We also serve fried dough, 
hot dogs, burgers, chicken, 

French fries, and more!

Kristin Rivers

Caregivers needed for Harmony House opening
CHICOPEE - Harmony House 

of Western Massachusetts (Harmony 
House) is in the final planning stages for 
a springtime reopening. After closing 
the original home to purchase and ren-
ovate a much larger home in the Alden-
ville section of Chicopee, the Harmony 
House Board and volunteers are excited 
about this reopening so they can resume 
caring for terminally ill people in need 
of loving care and a comfortable, safe 
home. To care for these neighbors in 
need, many more volunteer caregivers 
are needed by this spring. 

If you are interested in this mission, 
please stop by at any time during an up-
coming caregiver recruitment event to 
learn about the caregiver opportunities 
offered at Harmony House and to take 
a tour the new home.  Harmony House 
is located at 66 View Street in Chicop-
ee.  Many of the current volunteers and 
members of the Board of Directors will 
be available to answer your questions.    

March Caregiver Recruitment Events:
Wednesday, March 13th from 5 – 7 

p.m.

Wednesday, March 20th from 10 
a.m. – 12 p.m.

Harmony House becomes a new 
home with 24/7 support for hospice pa-
tients who can no longer remain safely 
in their own home.  

Therefore, caregivers should have 
a healthcare background and ideally be 
able to commit to at least 4 hours per 
week. Whether it’s a few hours a week 
or a few hours a month, Harmony House 
is a welcoming place for people looking 
to help people.  

Harmony House is a local, 
non-profit organization whose mission 
is to provide a loving home providing 
compassionate care for the terminally 
ill who have limited or no resources for 
special care in the final stage of life.  
Harmony House is primarily staffed 
by trained volunteers including nurses, 
CNAs/HHAs, caregivers, companions, 
and others.  

If interested in learning more or 
becoming a volunteer, please contact 
Harmony House at 413-315-9784 or  
harmonyhousewma@gmail.com.

Fairview Cemetery announces Spring Cleanup
CHICOPEE – The Chicopee Parks 

and Recreation Department will begin 
cleanup of the Fairview Cemetery be-
ginning the week of March 18th. The 
Fairview Cemetery Commission and 
Parks Department asks that all fami-
lies please remove grave decorations 
by Sunday, March 17, 2024. Once the 
cleanup begins all remaining decora-
tions will be removed and discarded 
by cemetery staff.

Artificial grave ornaments, artifi-
cial flowers, enclosures of any kind, 
and new plantings in the ground are 
not allowed as they are hazardous to 
both visitors and workers. Holiday 

pots and boxes will only be allowed 
during the Memorial Day and Holiday 
seasons.

The Fairview Cemetery Commis-
sion and Cemetery Staff would also 
like to remind the public and families 
owning lots in the cemetery that plant-
ing any shrubs or other plantings in the 
ground is prohibited.  

For a complete list of Fairview 
Cemetery rules and regulations, fees 
and charges, and monument poli-
cies, please visit www.chicopeema.
gov/384/Fairview-Cemetery or call 
the Parks and Recreation Office at 
594-3481.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Chaps
  5. Currently 

fashionable
  9. Collision
 11. More slim
 13. European city
 15. Implicitly
 16. The side of 

something that 
is sheltered 
from the wind

 17. The Mount 
Rushmore State

 19. Gold or silver 
wire cord

 21. Muscles 
along insects’ 
diaphragm

 22. Trent Reznor’s 
band

 23. Sweet juicy 
gritty-textured 
fruit

 25. Broken branch
 26. Indicates ten
 27. Expression of 

annoyance
 29. Brings together
 31. Ancient city in 

Thrace
 33. Sailors’ spirit
 34. Looked into
 36. Muckraking 

woman 
journalist Rheta

 38. A type of cast
 39. One’s 

responsibility
 41. Where golfers 

begin
 43. Make a 

mistake
 44. Semitic Sun 

god
 46. Ancient Italian-

Greek colony
 48. Beheaded
 52. A place to stay
 53. Unwise
 54. Most 

supernatural
 56. “Dennis” is a 

famous one

 57. Ointments
 58. Exam
 59. Leaked blood

CLUES DOWN
  1. Baseball 

managers 
assemble it

  2. Revised
  3. Mountain is a 

popular kind
  4. Takes to civil 

court
  5. Pouches
  6. A type of veil
  7. Chants
  8. Boston hoopster
  9. Elongated 

appendage
 10. Sailboat
 11. 2017 Oscar-

winning film
 12. Actor Gosling
 14. Monetary units
 15. Assembly
 18. Russian pop 

duo

 20. Embellished 
with expressions

 24. Infrequent
 26. Temperature 

unit
 28. Hydrophilic 

amino acid
 30. Honk
 32. Legislative 

body
 34. Swinish
 35. Russian 

assembly
 37. Take over for
 38. Put in advance
 40. Satisfy
 42. Felt
 43. Dutch cheese
 45. Witnesses
 47. Strong insects
 49. Gasteyer and 

de Armas are 
two

 50. Ancient people 
of Scotland

 51. Cheerless
 55. Sick

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Fatal Chicopee fire started 
with smoking materials

CORRECTION
In our March 1 story on the 

opening reception of the “Peace in 
Peril” art exhibition at the library, 
we learned upon further informa-
tion that the exhibition is, in fact, 
running through March 28, not 
March 30.  We apologize for the 
error. 

Chicopee Parade 
Committee to host 
Irish Night

CHICOPEE -  The St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade Committee of Chicopee will host 
an Irish Night featuring food, fundrais-
ers and entertainment.  The menu will 
be corned beef, lazy pierogis, and a 
fish option.  Entertainment to include 
a DJ, bagpipes, and Irish step dancing.  
There will be something for everyone!

Irish Night will take place at the 
Portuguese American Club at 149 Ex-
change Street on Friday, March 8, at 6 
p.m. 

The St. Patrick’s Parade Commit-
tee of Chicopee and 2024 Chicopee 
Colleen and Court will host a night of 
family fun. The event is open to the 
public.

RiverMills Center 
Transportation
Services available
to seniors

CHICOPEE –  The Chicopee 
Council on Aging’s Transportation De-
partment provides rides to the senior 
center, doctor’s offices, supermarkets, 
pharmacies, etc. for Chicopee older 
adults. 

Transportation service is available 
Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Reservations must be made 
at least five business days in advance by 
calling 413-536-5733. 

A $7,875.00 grant from WestMass 
Eldercare has allowed the senior center 
to expand its transportation offerings. 
Shopping Trips are funded in part by 
a Title III/Older Americans Act grant 
from WestMass ElderCare, with sup-
port from the Mass. Executive Office of 
Elder Affairs and the Federal Adminis-
tration for Community Living.  There is 
no charge for this service, but partici-
pants are welcome to make a voluntary, 
confidential donation for a shopping 
ride. 

To learn more, contact Nicholas 
Wosko at 413-536-5733 or NWosko@
Chicopeema.gov.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHICOPEE MAYOR’S OFFICE

CHICOPEE –Imperio Brazil Grocery opened for business on March 5 with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony attended by Mayor John Vieau, State Rep. Shirley Arriaga )D-Chicopee) and 
chiefs of staff from State Sen. John Velis (D-Westfield) and State Sen. Jacob Oliveira’s 
(D-Ludlow). The business is located at 128 Exchange St. and offers Brazilian products in-
cluding cookies, rice, hair care products and more. They are open seven days a week from 
8 a.m. – 8 p.m. The owners are husband and wife team Jefferson Lima and Camilla Moulin.

Imperio Brazil Grocery open for 
business in Chicopee

Home oxygen may 
have been a factor

CHICOPEE—The fire that claimed 
an older adult’s life on Saturday started 
with smoking materials and home oxy-
gen may have been a factor, said Chi-
copee Fire Chief Daniel P. Stamborski, 
Chicopee Police Chief Patrick J. Major, 
State Fire Marshal Jon M. Davine, and 
Hampden County District Attorney An-
thony D. Gulluni.

“On behalf of the Chicopee Fire 
Department, I again want to express 
our heartfelt condolences to this man’s 
family and loved ones in their time of 
grief,” said Chief Stamborski. “I also 
want to remind everyone in our com-
munity that smoking is the leading 
cause of fatal fires. Smoking is espe-
cially dangerous where medical oxygen 
is in use. If you or a loved one use home 
oxygen, we’re urging you – please 
don’t smoke, and use extra caution with 
any open flame.”

The Chicopee Fire Department re-
sponded to the area of 89 Southwick 
St. at 9:39 Saturday morning after a 
passerby reported seeing smoke. Fire-
fighters made entry to attack the fire and 
contained it to the first floor, where they 
located a 74-year-old man with limited 

mobility deceased at the scene. The Of-
fice of the Chief Medical Examiner will 
determine the exact cause of his death.

The origin and cause of the fire 
were investigated by the Chicopee Fire 
Department, Chicopee Police Depart-
ment, State Police assigned to the State 
Fire Marshal’s office, and State Police 
assigned to the Hampden County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office. They determined 
that the fire began in the first floor living 
room. They also located medical oxygen 
equipment at the scene. Fires will start 
more easily in an oxygen-rich environ-
ment, growing faster and burning hotter 
than they would otherwise. Smoking and 
home oxygen have contributed to at least 
seven fire deaths in Massachusetts over 
the past three years.

Investigators did not find working 
smoke alarms in the unit where the fire 
began.

“Please take a few minutes today 
to ensure that you have working smoke 
alarms on every level of your home,” 
said State Fire Marshal Davine. “We 
recommend changing the batteries and 
checking the manufacturing date when 
you change your clocks, but there’s no 
need to wait until the weekend. Test your 
alarms to be sure you’re protected, and 
replace them if they’re not working or 
more than 10 years old.”

ANSWERS ON PAGE 9

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Chicopee Register
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OPINION WE CARE 
ABOUT 

YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related 
to Chicopee and its 

residents. Our "People 
News," is filled with 

submitted engagement 
announcements, wed-
ding announcements, 
birth announcements, 
your new baby or news 
about your 25th or 50th 
anniversary celebrations. 
Please e-mail correspon-
dence along with a photo 

to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to: 
Chicopee Register, c/o 
Turley Publications, 24 

Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

FOR ADVERTISING

413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107

Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com

Editor
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com
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www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

        @ Chicopee Register

The Chicopee Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

Brown creeper

A brown creeper regularly visits an oak 
tree in my yard. The other day I watched 
the creeper fly to the bottom of the tree and 
make his way up the tree. A few minutes lat-
er a white-breasted nuthatch made its way 
down the same tree. I think the creeper also 
grabs some mealworms, which I have out for 
the bluebirds and any other birds that wants 
them.

The brown creeper is a small brown bird 
about 5 ½ inches long. It has brown streak-
ing above and white underneath and a long, 
downward, curved bill. Noticeable behavior 
is creeping up a tree trunk, then dropping 
down to the base of the same tree or anoth-
er tree to start the process all over again. It 
probs bark for insects and larvae. Sometimes 
it visits feeders for chopped nuts or suet. 

The brown creeper blends in with the 
tree bark. When alarmed it will flatten itself 
against the tree and remain motionless. Its 
song is a series of high pitched whistles, “see 
wee see to wee.” The call is a high “tsee.”

The female lays five to six white eggs 

with dark spots in a hammock style crescent 
shaped nest of bark, twigs, mosses and lined 
with feathers. It constructs the nest behind 
a loose piece of bark on a dead tree or in a 
natural cavity about five to 15 feet above the 
ground.

Brimfield resident
I received an email from a Brimfield res-

ident, who keeps me up to date on his bird 
sightings.

He said in a recent email, “I did a walk 
yesterday at Quabbin gate 43. A small group 
walked to the area where people can rent 
or launch boats. No much about.” He said 
some folks heard pine siskins and saw a few 
white-throated sparrows,. On the water, there 
were a few hooded mergansers and black 
ducks and in the distance some gulls flying 
about. On the way home he stopped by the 
ponds in Warren and the water was not open, 
so no birds.

He also took part in the Great Backyard 
Bird Count on Feb. 16 and 17. Here are his 
results: one red-tailed hawk, four mourning 
doves, two red-bellied woodpeckers, two 
downy woodpeckers, one hairy woodpecker, 
three blue jays, two black-capped chickadees, 
three tufted titmice, two European starlings, 
two American robins, three house finches, 97 
dark-eyed juncos, four white-throated spar-
rows, one common grackle and three northern 
cardinals.

He reported his first sighting on Feb. 16 
at 1:40 p.m. and watched for 25 minutes and 
his second sighting on Feb. 16 at 3:30 p.m. 
was for one hour. On Feb. 17 his sightings 
were 8:30 a.m. and 10:15 a.m., both for 45 
minutes at a time. Missed species, ones he 
has seen before, included pileated wood-
pecker, white-breasted nuthatch, brown 
creeper, American crow and American gold-
finch. 

Bluebirds
The bluebirds continue to come to my 

feeder for the mealworms. I am purchasing 
more mealworms or the bluebirds than when 
I had chickens. I used to purchase the meal-
worms as a daily treat to my small flock. 
One hen would jump up and eat them out 
of my hand before I could put them in their 
feeder.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Blueberry pruning 101
My blueberry bushes came to me as 

full grown plants uprooted from an ac-
quaintance’s yard.  

He needed the space for something 
else, so I happily agreed to take the eight 
bushes off of his hands. They struggled a 
lot the first few years of being in their new 
home, I think because the move was a 
stressful one.  

Over the last couple of seasons we’ve 
seen more fruit production, thankfully, but 
I know there should be more. I think I may 
need to improve my pruning practices. 

We are nearing the end of the dormant 
season, but if I get right to it, the job can 
still be accomplished this year.  

There are many good reasons to prune 
in the dormant season.  Because there are 
no leaves on the bushes, you can really take 
a good look at what you have to work with. 
You can notice off-colors, bent branches 
and the like when there is no leaf cover.  

Late February into early March is per-
fect timing because theoretically the coldest 
part of the winter has passed. Sometimes 
pruning reduces cold hardiness, but like I 
mentioned, we should be OK since we are 
nearing winter’s end. 

Some rules transfer from pruning one 
type of plant to another; in other words, 
you’d make these same type of consider-
ations for pruning roses or other woody 
plants. Let’s call these the obvious cuts.  

First concentrate on dead wood. Prune 
away any entirely dead branches all the way 
to the ground.  

If parts of branches are dead, make a 
cut to the next living part of the branch. If 
you see anything that looks diseased or a 
little “off,” cut that section or branch away 
too. 

Sometimes branches get damaged from 
animals or ice storms. Likewise, cut dam-
aged branches back to a section that shows 
no signs of damage.

Now it gets a little more tricky, but it 
still should be straightforward and it applies 
to mature blueberry plants, not new plant-
ings or super old neglected bushes. 

Look at the base of your plant.  Is it 
wider than 18 inches in any direction from 
the center?  If so, cut away these stems at 
ground level or try to dig them up, roots and 
all in the coming weeks, then move them to 
a new spot, preferably a nursery bed where 
they can grow up a bit. I’m into a whole 
new topic, so let’s get back to the task at 
hand.  

Once the plant has been cut back to 
within its limits, look for growth coming 
from the base that is on an angle or crossing 
over other branches. Cut that away too, so 
that we encourage upright growth instead.  

Okay, with that behind us, let’s dive 
into more difficult territory. Here is when 
you begin to rejuvenate the plant (listen 
carefully, self).  

Old canes will be gray in appearance 
and thick. You probably don’t want to cut 
away every one, but perhaps removing one-
third of these stems would be a good plan.  

Cut them back to ground level. Your 
next cuts will be what I can “fine tuning,” 
or making cuts that thin out older twiggy 
growth in the upper part of the plant by 
cutting back stems to a younger, upright 
branch.  

Go by color here. Younger growth is 
reddish in appearance. Hand pruners are 
your desired tool of choice, while bypass 
loppers or a hand saw is essential for the 
bigger cuts I mentioned first.

You’ll be surprised by how great your 
blueberry bushes will look and just how 

productive they will be with this type of main-
tenance pruning accomplished annually.  I 
think there is just enough daylight for me to 
get to my own pruning.  

I can almost taste the blueberry pie come 
July. Yum.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 

Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 33 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  
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919 Meadow St., Chicopee
200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

Under New OwnershipUnder New Ownership
Local Family BusinessLocal Family Business

RTNCRTNC
AUTOWASHAUTOWASH

“Come shine with us”

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. BONE-IN
CHULETA KAN KAN ..............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

USDA INSP. $399
lb

SALE DATES: 3/7/24-3/13/24

$299

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER-CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............$249 USDA INSP. 12 OZ BAG

ORANGE ROUGHY FILLET ...........

USDA INSP. FROZEN 21/25 CT.

COOKED SHRIMP 1 LB BAG ............

$129
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST...................$399

lb

ea

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EYE

$299

SOUP’S ON!

$299

$229

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HOG MAW
(PORK STOMACH) ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF SOUP BONES ...............

USDA INSP. FRESH
SOUP (FOWL) CHICKEN .......$149

lb USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TRADE WINDS CALAMARI 
TUBE & TENTACLES 2 LB BOX ...... ea

$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$888
lb

$829
lb

BEEF SHORT RIBS

WHOLE 
OR HALF Lenten Specials

$699

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT 
FREE

$199
POINT CUTUSDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNED BEEF ..... $299
lb

FLAT CUT

USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 TURKEY BREAST ...................

lb

you don’t have to be a CEO, you 
don’t have to be famous. You 
could have any job, any position, 
anywhere in your life and you 
could make a positive impact,” 
Kohl said.

Grabowski was still in dis-
belief over his award, calling it 
“a true honor.”

He was recognized for his 
work with the chamber’s Golf 
Committee, having served nine 
years on the board of directors.

“It’s a great, great feeling 
and Chicopee is definitely a very 
special place with special peo-
ple,” Grabowski said.

Grabowski said the word 
“teamwork” comes to mind when 
he thinks of Volunteer of the Year, 
praising his fellow volunteers for 
their work.

“I started reflecting back, 
there were so many things that 
we all have done as a team, and 
you forget about a lot of them. 
So it gave me an opportunity to 
reflect back on quite a few things 
over the years that we’ve been 
able to give back to the commu-
nity,” Grabowski said.

Michelle Wirth is a co-owner 
of Mercedes-Benz of Springfield 
alongside her husband, Peter, 
saying “there were no words” 
about their recognition as Busi-
ness of the Year.

Wirth said they came to Chi-
copee in 2017 and “we’ve just 
been welcomed with open arms” 
by the city.

“We were pleasantly sur-
prised and just incredibly hum-
bled and grateful for the award. 
Just to even be thought of by the 
committee,” Wirth said.

For Wirth, recognizing ex-
cellence and achievements is 
important and deserves to be cel-
ebrated,

“I think it’s really important 
that we take the time to honor 
our achievements on our paths 
to success and really celebrate 
the moments,” Wirth said. “I 
think we’re just really apprecia-
tive that there are people in our 
community who care so much to 
pay attention to the good that’s 
happening around us and cele-
brate it.”

Amie Miarecki, president of 
Junior Achievement of Western 
Massachusetts, said events like 
this showcase the power of unity 
and there’s more than meets the 
eye.

“Events like this bring the 
community together. They cel-
ebrate what is good about our 

community and people need to 
realize that their messages might 
be showing us a different pic-
ture, but when it really comes 
down to it, so many people that 
are involved in nonprofit work, 
that are involved in the business 
community, are united,” Miarec-
ki said. “And this type of event 
unites us all.”

When Miarecki thinks of 
Nonprofit of the Year, the word 
“access” comes to mind, pro-
viding an opportunity to support 
and help others in need, especial-
ly young people.

“Access to the information, 
access to education, access to re-
sources,” Miarecki said.

The recipients each shared 
this message with the communi-
ty and chamber.

“I’m thrilled that they hon-
ored us with this and I want-
ed to say thank you for putting 
us among a great group of past 
honorees and the current hon-
orees and giving us this type of 
forum to really highlight what 
we do and how we’re impacting 
the community,” Miarecki said. 
“And thank you for all the work 
that you’re doing to move mis-
sions forward, missions that are 
important to building a thriving 
community.”

“Mercedes-Benz of Spring-
field is for the people of Chicop-
ee. Everyone’s welcome. Come 
stop and say hi,” Wirth said. 
“To Melissa Breor, to Marie La-
flamme, to Carol Campbell, Jeff 
Sattler and all the 
folks that were on the 
committee. Thank 
you, thank you, thank 
you for all your time, 

effort, dedication and love that 
you spread in the city of Chicop-
ee. Without you, it wouldn’t be 
the place that it is.”

“I’m incredibly grateful. 
I’m so proud to be a part of this 
community. I love this commu-
nity. The support, the connec-
tion, the way that people show 
up for each other, the friends I’ve 
made, my family is here. It’s an 
honor and I’m so blessed to be 

surrounded by so much good,” 
Kohl said. “Thank you for this 
honor.”

“I would just like to thank 
everyone for coming together. 
This is like a reunion for me. 
There are people I haven’t seen 
in many years. It’s great to bring 
everyone together, in one room. 
It’s just outstanding,” Grabowski 
said. “For those people who have 
contributed, volunteered or pro-

vided any type of financial sup-
port to our organization, I thank 
them, and to those folks that are 
not, don’t be shy. Come out and 
join the smallest committee. 
Find your passion and take that 
passion and run with it. It may 
not even be the Chicopee cham-
ber. It may be a church, it may 
be just something in Chicopee. 
You’d be surprised what little bit 
of help can provide.”

39th Annual Shining Stars Awards Gala

Daryl Grabowski, Hayley Procon and Jeremy Procon at the 39th Annual 
Shining Stars Awards Gala. Grabowski was honored as Volunteer of the 
Year.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Hayley Procon, Ashley Kohl and Jeremy Procon as Kohl accepts her 
award for Citizen of the Year at the 39th Annual Shining Stars Awards 
Gala on March 1. 

Hayley Procon, Amie Miarecki, president of Junior Achievement of Western Massachusetts, Tracey Alves-
Lear, board president for Junior Achievement of Western Massachusetts, and Jeremy Procon during the 
39th Annual Shining Stars Awards Gala. Junior Achievement of Western Massachusetts was recognized as 
Nonprofit of the Year. 

SHINING STARS from page 1
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translating them to English, ex-
plaining half of his family has 
Dominican roots and he grew 
up in the culture.

“So on this historic occa-
sion of commemorating 180 
years of Dominican indepen-
dence, let us celebrate the re-
silience, strength, and spirit of 
(the) Dominican people. From 
the struggle of the past to the 
triumphs of the present, may 
we honor the sacrifices and 
achievements that have shaped 
the nation into what it is today,” 
Gomez said. “Let us come to-
gether to unite and solidify and 
pay tribute to the rich history 
and cultural history that defines 
the Dominican Republic. As we 
look towards the future, may 
we continue to strive for prog-
ress, justice and prosperity for 
all.”

Gomez also highlighted 
how Dominican businesses 
have thrived “within Western 
Massachusetts for many, many 
years”, including in Chicopee.

“We have business owners 
that have invested in the fabric 
of what makes Chicopee great 
and brings that great diversity,” 
Gomez said.

State Rep. Shirley Ar-
riaga (D-Chicopee) stressed 
how Chicopee welcomes and 
embraces “all different back-
grounds and cultures” and “this 
is just one of those examples 
that we do that.”

“We understand that every-
one comes from different back-
grounds, different creeds and 
we’re just excited that you are 
here, you’re part of our com-
munity and today, we’re taking 
the time to just celebrate the 
independence of this great is-
land. With great culture, great 
community, great food if you 

haven’t already had it,” Arriaga 
said. “It’s just an awesome day 
to be here in celebration of its 
independence.”

Charina Rosado, a Domin-
ican American and manager 
at Key Food Marketplace in 
downtown Chicopee, received 
the proclamation from Vieau 
declaring February 27, 2024, as 
Dominican Independence Day.

“I call upon all citizens to 
honor the legacy of the forebear-
ers, commemorate the sacrifices 
made for their freedom, and re-
affirm our dedication to building 
a brighter future for all Domini-
can Americans,” Vieau said.

The ceremony concluded 
with Rosado raising the Do-
minican Republic flag and at-
tendees enjoying refreshments 
provided by Key Food Market-
place.

Reflecting on the ceremo-
ny, Rosado said her heart was 
filled with joy.

“We are so proud to be Do-
minican and we are so proud to 
celebrate our independence in 

another country like the United 
States,” Rosado said.

Receiving the mayor’s 
proclamation was a surprise for 
Rosado.

“I didn’t expect that, but I 
feel so happy and proud of rep-
resenting all the Dominicans 
here in the city of Chicopee,” 
Rosado said.

Karrla B, a cashier at Key 
Food Marketplace, was grate-
ful for the city recognizing this 
day.

“It’s so important because 
they raised the flag here. That 
means that they’re thinking 
about us,” she said. “We’re not 
forgotten.”

Rosado encourages resi-
dents to attend the ceremony 
next year.

“We’re going to continue 
celebrating our independence 
every year,” Rosado said.

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), Emma Rodriguez, assistant 
registrar at the City of Chicopee’s Registrar of Voters, City Treasurer 
Marie Laflamme, City Councilor-at-Large Gerry Roy and State Sen. 
Adam Gomez (D-Springfield) applaud as Mayor John Vieau pres-
ents Charina Rosado, manager at Key Food Marketplace, with the 
mayor’s proclamation declaring February 27, 2024 as Dominican 
Republic Independence Day in Chicopee.

and districts are also in need of 
repairing and replacing some of 
these old, existing buildings, but 
we would definitely appreciate 
your support and, at least, con-
sideration in moving forward 
in this process,” Arriaga said. 
“I know that the children and 
teachers would be immensely 
grateful.”

After reviewing the other 
districts for project consider-
ations, the MSBA carried the 
motion 6-0 to approve all five 
projects-0.

Superintendent Dr. Mar-
cus Ware shared his excitement 
at the project moving forward, 
calling it “a significant and ex-
citing milestone for the Chicop-

ee Public Schools community.”
“I believe this reflects a cul-

mination of thorough delibera-
tion of various factors, includ-
ing the educational needs of our 
community, infrastructure re-
quirements, and financial feasi-
bility. Considering the school’s 
age, having been built in 1963, 
we truly believe this is the best 
option for students and staff of 
the school. This project’s com-
pletion will even provide us the 
opportunity to expand and add a 
Pre-K program to Barry, which 
has not been a possibility with 
current space limitations,” Ware 
said.

Ware shared what comes 
next.

“We will be in collabora-
tion (with MSBA) to document 

our educational programs, gen-
erate an initial space summary, 
document existing conditions, 
establish design parameters, 
develop and evaluate alterna-
tives and recommend the most 
cost effective and educationally 
appropriate preferred solution 
to the MSBA Board of Direc-
tors for their consideration.,” 
Ware said. “During this phase, 
the owner’s project manager 
will submit on behalf of the 
district and its designer a Pre-
liminary Design Program and 
a Preferred Schematic Report. 
Approval by the MSBA Board 
of Directors is required for all 
projects to proceed into sche-
matic design.”

We will continue to follow 
this story as it develops.

FLAG RAISING from page 1

BARRY ELEMENTARY from page 1

CHICOPEE – Students at 
St. Joan of Arc School 
have done it again! 
For this year’s Souper 
Bowl of Caring during 
Catholic Schools Week 
and ahead of this year’s 
Super Bowl last month, 
the school collected 
1,960 food items that 
will support Lorraine’s 
Soup Kitchen & Pantry.
Souper Bowl of Caring 
is a national movement 
tackling hunger through 
fundraising efforts to 
support food charities.

St. Joan of Arc School collects 
1,960 food items for Lorraine’s

SUBMITTED PHOTOS JANINE DUNLEA

PHOTOS AND CAPTION COURTESY OF CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE - Thank you to the new property managers of Dom Naro-
downy Polski Apartments for inviting us out to their resident meet and 
greet today.  Capt. Lambert along with our C3 Center Unit were on hand 
to answer questions from the residents and address any concerns they 
may have.

Chicopee Police Department 
holds resident meet and greet

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Charina Rosado, manager at Key 
Food Marketplace, cranks the 
lever to raise the Dominican Flag 
during the Dominican Republic 
Independence Day Flag-Raising 
ceremony in Chicopee.

From the left, Emma Rodriguez, assistant registrar at the City of 
Chicopee’s Registrar of Voters, Charina Rosado, manager at Key Food 
Marketplace, City Treasurer Marie Laflamme, City Councilor-at-Large 
Gerry Roy and State Sen. Adam Gomez listen as State Rep. Shirley 
Arriaga provides remarks at the Feb. 27 Dominican Republic Indepen-
dence Day Flag-Raising ceremony.
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WILBRAHAM 
– The Minnechaug 
Regional High School 
girls basketball team 
picked up their 17th 
win of the season 
overall as they beat 
Chicopee Comprehen-
sive in the Round of 
32 of the Division 2 
State Tournament 49-
36. In the win, Chaug 
jumped out to a 14-4 
lead and did not look 
back. Comp’s season 
ends with a 13-8 over-
all record. The Colts 
got 19 points from 
Taryn Carriveau and 
six points form Eliza 
Burger.

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

FRANKLIN – Over the years, there 
have been issues with ineligible player 
use or other rule-breaking that has led to 
high school teams being left out of sec-
tional or state tournaments.

This year, however, a school took 
action and it ended up halting the state 
tournament and changed opponents for 
several teams involved.

Oliver Ames High School, which 
competes in Division 2 in many sports, 
appealed it being left out of the State 
Division 2 Boys Basketball tournament 
due to a paperwork.

According to a representative from 
the MIAA, schools are required to sub-
mit certain paperwork for entrance into 
the tournament, and Oliver Ames failed 
to meet the requirement. They were 

thusly removed from the tournament and 
did not have a spot when seeds were re-
leased on Saturday, Feb. 24.

Some preliminary games in the tour-
nament, of which Oliver Ames would 
have been a part of due to their project-
ed lower seed, were scheduled to start 
on Monday, Feb. 26, but the tournament 
had to be halted due to an injunction be-
ing filed by Oliver Ames in a court. The 
injunction went through and the MIAA 
was ordered by a judge to include the 
ousted school in this year’s tournament.

“One team from Eastern Mass. 
was headed for Amherst and had to be 
turned around because of this,” Eric 
Castonguay, athletic director at South 
Hadley High School said. “It stopped the 
whole thing.”

While it only affected a handful 
of teams in Western Mass. Division 2, 
Amherst and Agawam were among the 

teams that were locally affected.
Karen Gomez, athletic director at 

Agawam High School, had to wait until 
a new opponent was announced in order 
to schedule her game.

She was originally scheduled to 
play Tuesday, Feb. 27 and host Bay Path 
Vocational Technical. That opponent 
changed when Oliver Ames was inserted 
into the tournament. Masaconomet end-
ed up visiting Agawam, and luckily, at 
short notice, agreed to come to Agawam 
and played at the same time the Bay 
Path-Agawam game was scheduled for.

Amherst was forced to postpone its 
game from Monday. One team unaffect-
ed was Chicopee Comprehensive, which 
did not see an opponent change and trav-
eled to Scitutate in the Round of 32.

The rest of the tournament went on 
as scheduled and was in the quarterfinals 
as of press time.

Comp falls in state 
tournament opener

SCITUATE – De-
spite a phenomenal 
regular season, the 
Chicopee Compre-
hensive High School 
boys basketball was 
defeated for the sec-
ond straight time in a 
playoff opener. Holy-
oke defeated Comp 
in the Western Mass. 
tourney, and Scitu-
ate, an Eastern Mass. 
team, defeated the 
Colts in the Round 
of 32 last Friday eve-
ning 63-60. The Colts 
season finishes out at 
14-7.

Modesto Galindrez 
looks to under the 

offensive side of the 
court.

Colts season ends in 
playoff opener

Tineus McCluster looks for an 
opening to shoot.

Xavier Kleps hustles down the 
court.

Taryn Carriveau takes a long 
jump shot.

TURLEY PHOTOS
 BY SOFIA DIGRANDE

Natalie Fournier takes 
a three-point shot.Ava DeBettencourt makes a pass 

under pressure.

Katie Gilhooly drives into the arc
Eliza Burger holds back before mak-
ing a pass.

Lawsuit changes brackets in basketball tournament Pioneers 2024 
schedule
released

LUDLOW – Earlier this week, 
the Western Mass. Pioneers have re-
leased their 2024 schedule. It includes 
potential participation in the U.S. 
Open Cup, which begins on March 19.

 The Pioneers have won an Open 
Cup match in the past. Later, the Pio-
neers have their “friendly” exhibition 
game scheduled for May 10. They will 
face 3rd Eye FC prior to the start of 
their USL-2 League schedule. Their 
opener for the regular season is against 
the Boston Bolts on the road May 14. 

Their home opener is scheduled 
for May 18 against Pathfinder FC of 
New York. The schedule continues 
through July 13 and includes a total of 
14 games.
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DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER EARLY! MORE INFO AT BEMENT.ORG/SUMMER

Enrichment Camps!

Digital Storytelling  •  Studio Arts & Crafts  •    Flag Football  
Book Blasters & Word Wizards •  Bement Does Broadway & more!

Visit Bement.org/summer for 
more information and to register.
Register early! 

Led by faculty and staff from Bement as well 
as local area experts, enrichment camps are 
open to campers in a variety of grades. Check 
the website for specific offerings each week.

Bement camps are a unique day
experience for children entering 
grades k-8.

Please contact eoneal@bement.org with questions.

SESSION 1: JUNE 17-21 
SESSION 2: JUNE 24-28  
SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 
SESSION 7: AUG 5-9

ENROLL IN ALL WEEKS 
AND GET 7TH WEEK 
FREE!

SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 

Arts and crafts, 
swimming, nature 
programs, hiking 
and more. Lunch is 
included. Before and after 
care is available.

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

 

 

 

Mass Stable License  
# 1472 

Mass Riding Instructor 
License 
# 5391 

Boarding, Leasing, Lessons, Training, Trailering 
P.O. 873 - 53 Ware Rd. Belchertown, MA 01007 

Phone (413) 813-9291 - Fax (413) 323-4999  
E-mail—Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 

 

 

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 16-18
2024 Summer Riding Sessions
June 25-28 • July 22-25 • July 29-Aug 2
Aug 5-9 • Aug 12-16 • Aug 19-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 18 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 17TH*-AUG. 23RD

10 Themed Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER Year round program for Ages 2-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Toddler 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

 Race into summer at Camp MacDuffi e! Space is
limited 
so don’t 
wait!

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true 
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp programs include:
Arts • Athletics • Creative Writing • Dance • Theater • Science • And More!

The MacDuffi e School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
July 1 - August 16

Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s • And More!

Week 1: July 1 - 5
Week 2: July 8 - 12

Week 3: July 15 - 19
Week 4: July 22 - 26
Week 5: July 29 - Aug. 2

Week 6: August 5 - 9
Week 7: August 12 - 16

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.110

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Summer 
Camps  
in Performing Arts,  
Debate & Public Speaking

day & residential options available
sbschool.org/summer
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PUBLIC NOTICES
SALE OF MOTOR 

VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by 
Interstate Towing, Inc.  pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c. 255, section 39A, that on 
March 15, 2024, at Interstate 
Towing, Inc the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices 
and sale of said vehicles. 
2004 BMW X3
VIN: WBXPA73414WB21261
Hector Ruiz
18 Rockland Rd Ct
Auburn, MA 01501
2021 Kia Soul
VIN: KNDJ23AU2M7751776
Jose Calixto Rodriguez III
489 Main St, Apt 45
Fiskdale, MA 01518
2011 Chevrolet Traverse
VIN: 1GNKRJED0BJ260273
Ricardo Herrera Gutierrez
2420 Emory Rd 20
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
2007 Jeep Compass Limited
VIN: 1J8FF57W87D189041
Jakira Rios
28 Healey St
Indian Orchard, MA 01151
2009 Honda Odyssey
VIN: 1JJV532W7YL462728
Jeffrey Hall
49 La Civita Ct Apt 3
Stoughton, MA 02072
2015 Nissan Rogue
VIN: 5N1AT2MV8FC760869
Kendra Edwards
81 Crescent Dr.
Chicopee, MA 01020
03/01, 03/08, 03/15/24

SALE OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
 Notice is hereby given by 

Interstate Towing, Inc.   pur-
suant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, section 39A, 
that on March 31st, 2024, at 
Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi-
cles. 
2003 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL11DX3C189381
Richard Guertin
19 Ogden St.
Indian Orchard, MA 01151
1999 Toyota Corolla
VIN: 2T1BR18E4XC231505
Elizabeth Santiago-Bonilla
110 Hampshire St. 

Holyoke, MA 01040
1994 Mercury Sable
VIN: 1MELM50U2RA649841
Ronald Banister
66 S Prospect St
Turners Falls, MA 01349
2013 Nissan Sentra
VIN: 3N1AB7AP5DL772587
Devondrick Ines
473 Stafford St. 
Cherry Valley, MA 01611
2010 Ford F250 Super Duty
VIN: 1FTSW2BRXAEA27001
Alexander Resnikoff
124 Joel Dr. 
Hebron, CT 06248
2013 Ford Fusion
VIN: 3FA6P0H76DR239913
Lucas Santos Da Silva
206 Pilgrim Ave. Apt 1
Worcester, MA 01604
2013 Nissan Sentra
VIN: 3N1AB7AP1DL562987
Madison Boothe
27 N Main St Apt 3
Webster, MA 01570
2005 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCM56845A177486
Luis Cabera
1907 Persimmon St
Chesapeake, VA 23324
03/01, 03/08, 03/15/24

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD24P0342EA

Estate of: 
Barbara J. Kokoszka

Date of Death: 
December 19, 2023 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est-
ate, by Petition of Petit i-
oner Kimberly A. Harris of 
Waltham, MA

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

Kimberly A. Harris of 
Waltham, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being ad min-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 

in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Pet itioner.
03/08/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0067CA 
In the matter of: 
Andrew Charles 

McCormick-Miller
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been 
filed by Andrew Charles 
M c C o r m i c k - M i l l e r  o f 
Chicopee, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 
Andrea Charlie McCormick

 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/28/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  February 29, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/08/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD24P0363EA

Estate of: 
James W. McGovern

Date of Death: 12/15/2023
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned est-

ate, by Petition of Petit i oner 
Janet M. McGovern of 
Chicopee, MA

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

Janet  M.McGovern 
of Chicopee, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being ad min-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Pet itioner.
03/08/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758 

Docket No. 
HD24A0006AD
HD24A0007AD
In the matter of: 

Jorge Adrian Rodriguez 
and 

Janeyshka Carmin 
Rodriguez
CITATION

G.L. c. 210, §6 
TO:
any unnamed or unknown 

parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the 
adopt ion of  said chi ld 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:

Yeleiska Caballero of 
Chicopee, MA

Esdie l  De  Leon of 
Chicopee, MA

requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to

Adrian De Leon
and

Janeyshka Carmin De Leon
If you object to this 

adoption you are entitled to 
the appointment of an attor-
ney if you are an indigent 
person.

An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3.10. 
The definition includes but is 
not limited to persons receiv-
ing TAFDC, EACDC, pover-
ty related veteran’s benefits, 
Medicaid, and SSI. The Court 
will determine if you are indi-
gent. Contact an Assistant 
Judicial Case Manager or 
Adoption Clerk of the Court 
on or before the date listed 
below to obtain the necessary 
forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT  Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O ’ C L O C K  I N  T H E 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
04/12/2024.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: March 1, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/08/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
 Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0446EA
Estate of: 

Keith A Walmer
Date of Death: 01/25/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Colleen 
Rae Stickeler of Valrico, FL 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Colleen Rae Stickeler of 
Valrico, FL be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 03/29/2024. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PRO-

BATE CODE (MUPC)
A Persona l  Repre -

sentative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: February 29, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/08/2024

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.1 2 3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Freedom Credit Union accepting donations 
in support of Griffin’s Friends

March Month of Giving Campaign 
focuses on bringing moments of joy 
to children with cancer

SPRINGFIELD - Freedom Cred-
it Union is collecting cash donations 
through March 30 at its branches 
throughout western Massachusetts to 
benefit Griffin’s Friends, a volunteer-led 
group dedicated to providing relief and 
support to children with cancer and their 
families.

“This is a cause we support annu-
ally because it is near and dear to the 
hearts of our members and staff,” said 
Freedom Credit Union President Glenn 
Welch. “Griffin’s Friends is committed 
to helping ease the hardships of children 
in treatment for cancer, and the families 
who love and support them.”

All funds raised throughout the 
March Month of Giving campaign will 

benefit the Griffin’s Friends Children’s 
Cancer Fund at Baystate Health Founda-
tion, Inc. Established in 1994, Griffin’s 
Friends is named for Griffin D. Kelleher 
who passed away from cancer when he 
was 14 months old. 

This fund is his legacy, uniquely 
supporting children in treatment for 
cancer and their families by providing 
small acts of kindness. Examples in-
clude trips to stage performances and 
sporting events; in-hospital and outpa-
tient entertainment; massage therapy; 
and activities such as art, computers and 
games.

“We encourage our employees, 
members and community to donate to 
this worthy cause at any Freedom branch 
this month,” said Welch. “Together, we 
can help ease the all-consuming burden 
of a child’s cancer diagnosis for local 
families by providing them with mo-
ments of comfort and happiness.”

AROUND THE REGION
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
30” MICROWAVE, over-the-range. 
Like new. $200 or best reasonable of-
fer. Ask for Ken 413-544-2074.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME REPAIRS AND REMOD-
ELING. Quality work. Carpentry, 
sheetrock, flooring, tile, etc. Fully li-
censed and insured. Call Chris 413-
426-5160 for free estimates.

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413) 246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching.

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
 Call or text 

413-266-9975
                    

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

FOR SALE SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

FOR SALE

TAX SERVICES
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TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO FOR SALE
2019 CHEVY SPARK LS, $9,500. 
Excellent condition, well maintained, 
original owner, 75,000 miles. No acci-
dents, never any problems, non-smok-
er. Florida car. 413-769-3127.

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

WEST HIGHLAND TERRIER MIX 
PUPPY, 3 months,  current on shots, 
well socialized. 3 yr old Beagle female, 
$200. 413-596-8190, 413-782-
2305

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
HEAVY EQUIPMENT

 OPERATOR 1
The Town of Wilbraham is looking to 
fill two Heavy Equipment Operator 1 
positions. For application and more in-
formation please visit www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.  Open until filled.  EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft. 2 plus garage for rent in Gil-
bertville. Two lifts, compressor, office, 
bathroom/washroom. Large 10 ft. over-
head electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 
phase electric. Room for 5 vehicles 
plus inside and outside parking. Locat-
ed right on Rt 32. Perfect for a busi-
ness or? $2,000/month. Call Don @
(413) 758-3039. 

ROOMMATES
BRIMFIELD: Own kitchen, bath, 
bedroom, living room, basement apart-
ment. No pets or smoking. Heat, elect. 
included. $800 per month. Call 413-
355-0209.

LOOKING FOR ROOMMATE TO 
SHARE HOUSE in Palmer. $300 per 
month. 413-342-3049.

AUTOSERVICES REAL ESTATEPETS REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Holyoke Chicopee Family and 
Community Program presents 

‘Dads and Kids’

CHICOPEE – Drop in for a 
free family program “Dads and 
Kids” on March 9 at Szetela Ear-
ly Childhood Center at 66 Macek 
Drive, as dads, grandfathers, 
uncles and male caregivers and 
children ages two to five spend 
time together playing and learn-
ing with Learn in Motion. 

Learn in Motion gets kids 
active, socializing and practic-
ing important life skills such as 
listening, following directions, 
sharing, taking turns, teamwork 
and overcoming challenges. 

Learn in Motion gets kids 
moving, learning and having a 
ball! 

The program will occur on 
Saturdays March 9, 23 and 30 
and April 6 and 20 from 1 – 2 
p.m. at the Sztela Early Child-
hood Center. 

Join for one or more Satur-
days. For more information, con-
tact Christine at 413-536-0363 
x 4536 or email zaskeyc@head-
start.org. All are welcome! Chil-
dren may attend with any adult. 

The program is sponsored 
by the Holyoke Chicopee Co-
ordinated Family & Communi-
ty Engagement grant from the 
state’s Department of Early Ed-
ucation and Care. 

Books, stories & art

CHICOPEE – Through the 
Holyoke-Chicopee Family & 
Community Program, which co-
ordinates services and engages 
families, join “Books, stories & 
art: Visual art inspired by books 
with Enchanted Circle”. 

Enchanted Circle will lead 
these hands-on sessions with fun 
art and literacy projects for fam-
ilies with children ages three to 
five years old. 

Tuesdays through April 2 
from 10:30 a.m. to Noon

Informal playtime at 10:30 
a.m. 

At the RiverMills Assisted 
Living at 7 River Mills Drive, 
Chicopee

Register with Christine at 
zaskeyc@headstart.org or 413-
536-0363 x 4536. 

Open Swim in Chicopee! 

CHICOPEE – Open Swim 
in Chicopee occurs on Sundays 
from Noon to 2 p.m. at Chicopee 
Compressive High School at 617 
Montgomery St. 

The swim season goes 
through March 10. Please bring 
ID or Proof of Residence. The 
cost for Chicopee residents is $3 
and the cost for non-residents is 
$5. 

Questions? Email Jamey 
Mercer at jmercer@chicopeema.
gov.

VOC kicks off 2024 Tax 
Assistance Program 

CHICOPEE – Valley Op-
portunity Council, which man-
ages the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance program providing 
free tax preparation to those of 
low- and moderate-income, be-
gan its 2024 tax preparations on 
Monday, Jan. 29. 

VITA in-person tax prepara-
tion appointments are available 
from Jan. 29 through May 15 at 
35 Mt. Carmel Avenue, Chicop-
ee, 300 High St., Holyoke and 

new this year, 20 Lathrop St. in 
West Springfield. 

To schedule an appointment, 
call 413-612-0206. Those eligi-
ble for the VITA program must 
live in Massachusetts with an in-
come of up to $60,000. Appoint-
ments are available on weekdays, 
evenings and Sundays.

Certified volunteer tax pro-
fessionals help qualified individ-
uals prepare and file basic state 
and federal tax returns and prior 
year returns. VOC also offers 
free electronic filing (e-filing) 
of tax returns, allowing for indi-
viduals to receive their refunds 
much quicker than paper filings. 

The core mission and goal of 
VITA is to assist low- to moder-
ate-income taxpayers in satisfy-
ing their tax responsibilities and 
minimize financial hardships, in 
turn saving taxpayers thousands 
of dollars in filing fees. 

In 2023, VOC helped 743 
individuals file their state and 
federal tax returns through the 
VITA program. VOC has been 
providing the VITA program for 
25 years in the communities of 
Chicopee, Holyoke, and more re-
cently, Westfield. 

VOC is the largest and 
most diverse Community Action 
Agency in Western Massachu-
setts with an annual budget of $45 
million. With this Federal desig-
nation, VOC has established a 
powerful network of support and 
collaborative services intended 
to encourage community mem-
bers to actively achieve self-suf-
ficiency for themselves and their 
families. VOC employs over 250 
staff members and has 150 local 
vendors, providing a significant 
economic investment in the com-
munity.

Events and announcements 

IN THE CITY IN THE CLASSROOM
College News

Chicopee students 
named to Springfield 
College’s Dean’s List 

SPRINGFIELD – Spring-
field College recognizes the 
following Dean’s List students 
from Chicopee for academic 
excellence for the 2023 Fall 
Semester.

Gabrielle Aube was 
named to the Dean’s List. 
Aube has a primary major of 
Health Sci / Pre-PA.

Mackenzie Feeley was 
named to the Dean’s List. 
Feeley has a primary major of 
Health Sci / Pre-OT.

Israel Gonzalez was 
named to the Dean’s List. 
Gonzalez has a primary major 
of Psychology.

Nathan Machnacz was 
named to the Dean’s List. 
Machnacz has a primary major 
of Health Sci / Pre-PT.

Corey Raftery was named 
to the Dean’s List. Raftery has 
a primary major of Communi-
cation/Sport Jour.

James Rego was named 
to the Dean’s List. Rego has a 
primary major of Accounting.

Samantha Robak was 
named to the Dean’s List. Ro-
bak has a primary major of 
Health Sci / Pre-PT.

Andrea Samson was 
named to the Dean’s List. 
Samson has a primary major 
of Exer Sci / Pre-AT.

Elizabeth Santos was 
named to the Dean’s List. San-
tos has a primary major of So-
cial Work.

Trevor Seidell-Poirier was 
named to the Dean’s List. Se-

idell-Poirier has a primary ma-
jor of Physical Education.

Trinity Sperry was named 
to the Dean’s List. Sperry has 
a primary major of Public 
Health.

Garret Theberge was 
named to the Dean’s List. The-
berge has a primary major of 
Exer Sci / Applied ES.

Jayleen Wilder was named 
to the Dean’s List. Wilder has 
a primary major of Art Thera-
py.

Samantha Breton 
named to Bryant 

University Deans’ List

SMITHFIELD, R.I. - Sa-
mantha Breton has been named 
to Bryant University’s Deans’ 
List for Fall 2023 in recogni-
tion of academic excellence.

To earn a place on the 
Deans’ List, students must 
have a GPA of 3.4 or better for 
at least 12 semester hours of 
work.

Congratulations on this 
outstanding achievement!

Jemar Mack named 
to Dean’s List at Tufts 

University

MEDFORD - Jemar 
Mack, Class of 2025, of Chi-
copee, was named to the 
Dean’s List at Tufts Universi-
ty for the Fall 2023 semester. 
Dean’s List honors at Tufts 
University require a semester 
grade point average of 3.4 or 
greater.
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IN THE CITY
Julie Spa and Nails officially opens its doors in Chicopee
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Julie Spa and 
Nails officially opened its doors 
in Chicopee on Feb. 29 with a 
grand opening celebration.

The salon, located at 347 
Chicopee St., offers numerous 
pampering services including 
manicures, UV gel, pedicures, 
full spa, massages, eyebrows, 
acrylic and more.

Julie Spa and Nails is open 
Mondays through Fridays from 
9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and closed 
on Sundays.

During the grand opening, 
Julia Naranjo, certified special-
ist and co-owner alongside her 
daughter Domenica Chavez, was 
presented with citations from 
the Massachusetts State House 
and Senate to celebrate the oc-
casion and cut the ribbon during 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Mayor John Vieau con-
gratulated Naranjo, wishing her 
many years of success.

“We’re excited for this op-
portunity for you,” Vieau said. 
“We really do live in the land 
of opportunity and this is just 
a testament of that. You were 
able to open your own business 
and, hopefully, fill a market here 
where people need to get their 
nails done.”

Naranjo explained this is 
her first business and she appre-
ciated the community support, 
crediting the mayor’s office and 
Community & Constituent Lia-

sion Monica Torres for helping 
her get the grand opening orga-
nized.

“I’m very happy and thrilled 
to be here,” Naranjo said. “I’m 
very grateful and hope that (peo-
ple) will continue coming and 
helping support small business-
es.”

Naranjo has dreams of ex-
panding her services and adding 
another location.

“I am starting with man-
icures and pedicures, waxing, 
massaging. I’m looking to ex-
pand in the near future for eye-
lashes and I hope that I will give 
quality service to my clients. 
That is number one for me,” 
Naranjo said.

Naranjo originally did not 

have plans to open in Chicop-
ee, as she’s a resident of West-
field and expected to open there. 
However, the business location 
won her over.

“I saw it advertised on 
Facebook and when I came here, 
the lady said she’s leaving and I 
said, ‘This is a sign from God 
that this is the time and this is 
the place’ and that’s when I pro-
ceeded and that’s why I’m here,” 
Naranjo said.

Naranjo stressed the impor-
tance of supporting local small 
businesses.

“I just hope that people 
don’t look at certain things as 
gender and race and just think 
of the business as the quality of 
service that we would be provid-
ing here,” Naranjo said.

Reflecting on the grand 
opening and community sup-
port, Naranjo was very emotion-
al.

“I didn’t expect such a great 
turnout and support. I had no 
idea they were supporting me on 
this big day. I’m very thrilled and 
thank God. I’m almost speech-
less,” Naranjo said. “I just really 
didn’t think anybody would be 
here, never mind all of them, so 
I’m very, very grateful.”

Naranjo wants the commu-
nity to know she’s here to serve 
them.

“I just want to make sure 
that they know I’m all about 
their service and I want to make 
sure they feel comfortable and 
they are treated with dignity 

and respect and they feel pretty 
with their nails or their toes and 
they feel taken care of when they 
come here. That’s my goal,” 
Naranjo said. “I’m just happy to 
serve and I welcome all.”

Her message was this: pam-
per yourself.

“I think regardless of the 
background, folks need to take 
care of themselves and pamper 
themselves and that’s what I 
hope to have here for folks. An 
opportunity to do just that and 
inspired to take care of oneself,” 
Naranjo said. “I’m so full that I 
can provide my services here.”

To learn more, call 413-
475-5818 or check them out on 
Facebook, Instagram and Tik-
Tok.

From the left, Lamari Jackson, legislative director for State Sen. Adam 
Gomez (D-Springfield), Mayor John Vieau, State Rep. Shirley Arriaga 
(D-Chicopee), Julia Naranjo, co-owner of Julie Spa and Nails, Emely 
Acentules, Edwin Arcentules, Domenica Chavez, co-owner of Julia Spa 
and Nails, and Kevin Chambers, chief of staff for State Sen. John Velis 
(D-Westfield) during the grand opening celebration for Julie Spa and 
Nails on Feb. 29. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

An exterior shot of Julie Spa and Nails on Chicopee Street in Chicopee 
with a grand opening banner. 

Senior center programming for March
CHICOPEE – The RiverMills Senior 

Center has these programs coming up 
throughout the month of March. 

Organic’s Book Club Information 
Session at RiverMills 

The Chicopee Council on Aging will 
hold an Organic’s Book Club Information 
Session on Monday, March 11 at 1 p.m. at 
Chicopee Council on Aging’s RiverMills 
Center, located at 5 W. Main St.

Join healthy living enthusiast Dar-
ryl Therrian for an information session 
about a potential book club that focuses on 
healthy living through organics  You must 
register in advance by stopping by River-
Mills center or by calling 534-3698.

Diabetes Management Series 
The Chicopee Council on Aging will 

offer the series “Diabetes Management” 
Wednesday, March 13, 20, and 27 at Noon 
at Chicopee Council on Aging’s River-
Mills Center, located at 5 W. Main St.

Holyoke Medical Center will be at 
RiverMills for this three-part series on Di-
abetes Management. This is a great series 
for those living with Diabetes, those caring 
for someone with the disease, or for those 
who want to learn more and offer support. 
Each class will be led by a nurse, regis-
tered dietician and pharmacist and allow 
for open discussion on defining diabetes, 
how to eat to control blood sugar and how 
to manage medications and lifestyle to be 
able to lead a healthy, happy life. You must 
register by stopping by RiverMills center 
or by calling 534-3698.

National Puppy Day Photo Shoot
The Chicopee Council on Aging will 

have a Puppy Photo Shoot on Friday, 
March 22 at 10 a.m. at Chicopee Council 
on Aging’s RiverMills Center, located at 5 
W. Main St.

In honor of National Puppy Day, Riv-
erMills will be holding their second annu-
al National Puppy Day Photo Shoot. Bring 

your furry friend to RiverMills for a photo. 
All dogs must be leashed. No registration 
is required, but you will be asked to take a 
number when you arrive. 

Judicial Outreach Workshop
The Chicopee Council on Aging will 

host the Associate Justice, the Honorable 
John P. McKenna of the Westfield District 
Court on Monday, March 25 at 10  a.m. at 
Chicopee Council on Aging’s RiverMills 
Center, located at 5 W. Main S.

Associate Justice, the Honorable 
John P. McKenna of the Westfield District 
Court, will be at RiverMills in recognition 
of Judicial Outreach Month. You will learn 
about the importance of a judge’s work 
and the importance of impartial and in-
dependent judiciary, and the challenging 
matters the courts see every day.  You must 
register by stopping by RiverMills center 
or by calling 534-3698.

Chronic Medical Conditions Workshop
The Chicopee Council on Aging will 

host the workshop “Living with Chronic 
Medical Conditions” on Thursday, March 
28 at 10 a.m.  at Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing’s RiverMills Center, located at 5 W. 
Main St.

Ascentria Care Alliance’s Snap-ED 
department will be at RiverMills for a nu-
trition education workshop for those living 
with chronic medical conditions. Partici-
pants will learn about healthy eating and 
physical activity tips, along with resources 
for leading a healthy lifestyle. There will 
also be a cooking demonstration to teach 
participants how to prepare and cook a 
nourishing meal with simple and tasty in-
gredients. You must register in advance at 
RiverMills or by calling 534-3698.

To learn more about these and other 
events, check out the RiverMills newslet-
ter or contact Program Coordinator Casey 
Conroy at 413-534-3698 ext. 118 or ccon-
roy@chicopeema.gov.
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