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CHICOPEE – Resi-
dents, community mem-
bers, local and elected state 
officials and many more 
gathered inside City Hall 
Auditorium on March 19 to 
raise the Polish flag for St. 
Joseph’s Day.

St. Joseph’s Day recog-
nizes Saint Joseph, known 
in Western Christian tradi-
tions as the husband of the 
Virgin Mary and the legal 
father of Jesus Christ.

Fr. John Koziol opened 
the ceremony with a bless-
ing, noting the seventh and 
eighth students from St. 
Stanislaus School in atten-
dance.

“St. Stan’s has a spe-
cial connection to the city 
of Chicopee, of course, and 
we come together to raise 
the Polish flag. St. Joseph 
is one of the primary pa-

trons of Poland, and so, the 
Polish people have a great 
devotion to St. Joseph, and 
so, that’s why we raise the 
Polish flag on St. Joseph’s 
Feast Day,” Koziol said.

Mayor John Vieau said 
this day is his favorite day 
due to the colors red and 
maroon and being half-Pol-
ish himself, noting the Pol-
ish Center of Discovery and 
Learning is celebrating 25 
years this year.

“If you have not had an 
opportunity to take a tour of 
the Polish Center, I encour-
age you to do so. Because 
you walk out of there feel-
ing, ‘Man, I’m proud to be 
Polish today!’” Vieau said. 

Vieau later shared how 
St. Joseph is honored as 
“a model of humility, hard 
work and devotion to fam-
ily, values that resonate 
deeply in the Polish culture 
and, also, right here in Chi-
copee’s history.”

“In Poland, St. Joseph 

is a beloved patron, espe-
cially of workers and fam-
ilies, and his Feast Day has 
long been a time of gath-
ering and gratitude. His 
example reminds us of the 
strength that’s often qui-
et, found in responsibility, 
sacrifice and care for other 
people,” Vieau said. 

Michael Sugrue, pres-
ident of Polish National 
Credit Union, said, “It’s 
great to be Polish on a day 
like today,” and shared that 
the credit union is celebrat-
ing 105 years in 2026.

“With deep roots the 
Polish have here in Chicop-
ee as well with the Polish 
National Credit Union, they 
really built this city, so it’s 
something to be very proud 
of—the Polish—and I’m 
very honored to be repre-
senting the credit union 
here today,” Sugrue said.

State Sen. Jake Olivei-
raD-Ludlow, said the Pol-
ish-American community 

in Western Mass—specifi-
cally in Chicopee—and St. 
Joseph are tied together in 
this way. 

“St. Joseph was not just 
a hard worker, but he was a 
carpenter, and when Mike 
came up here from Polish 
National and spoke about 
the Poles who built this city 
of Chicopee, you think of 
the carpenters. You think of 
the hard workers that built 
this city around us and that 
built Western Massachu-
setts,” Oliveira said. 

Another trait of the 
Poles, Oliveira added, was 
farming, a major reason 
many came to the United 
States.

“Massachusetts is 
a real special place, be-
cause unlike the Midwest 
where they have these large 
agri-businesses and farms 
that are owned by cor-

Polish flag-raising ceremony marks St. Joseph’s Day
There was Polish merrymaking to be had in Chicopee as the community celebrated St. Joseph’s Day.  TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

School 
Committee 
receives
update 
on Barry 

By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – The Anna 
E. Barry Elementary School 
project is now entering the 
schematic design phase, 
which will allow the MSBA 
(Massachusetts School Build-
ing Authority) to develop 
a project scope and budget 
agreement that will eventual-
ly go before the City Council 
for approval. 

Project Architect Bert 
Gardner revealed the decision 
during the March 18 School 
Committee meeting, where 
Superintendent Dr. Marcus 
Ware and Mayor John Vieau, 
who also chairs the School 
Committee, were in atten-
dance.  

Following the current 
timeline, the schematic de-
sign submission is expected 
to be due on June 25.

“In this phase, we look to 
develop our robust schematic 
design submission,” Gard-
ner said. “The intent of this 
submission is to really define 
what the project scope is and 
to put a cost to it, so we have 
a cost estimator and the own-
er’s project manager(OPM) 
who represents the project. 
So, they have an independent 
cost estimator, and the two 
of them will get our docu-
ments, they’ll estimate it, and 
then we’ll reconcile those to 
make sure that we’ve got an 
accurate estimate for what the 
project’s going to cost.”

Preliminary 
FY27 
losses 
announced 

]By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Director 
of Budget & Finance John 
Miarecki announced prelim-
inary FY27 losses during his 
budget presentation to the 
School Committee on March 
18.

Miarecki explained how 
enrollment decreased by 141 
foundation students from 
7,198 in FY26 to 7,057 for 
FY27.

“It’s important to under-
stand, when you look at ‘27 
and you see 7,057, that is not 
our enrollment. It is not our 
enrollments, it is our founda-
tion enrollment, and so what 
that is made up of —yes, our 
students that are here, the 
6,700 to 6,800 students—but 
it also captures students that 
might be at charter schools,” 
Miarecki said. “So, there are 
state laws that say you have 
a student for 100%, obvious-
ly, when they’re here. When 
they choose to go to a charter 
school, it goes down to 60%, 
to 40% and then next year 
after that and then you lose 
the funding and that fund-
ing moves on to the charter 
school.”

The foundation budget, 
different from the required 
net school spending number, 
is the calculation of founda-
tion enrollment in 13 different 
categories. From the amount 
of students, they are multi-
plied times the rates to get a 
number, then the columns are 
added together.

$250K allocated to 
Abbey Brook project
Chicopee will receive 
$100K grant

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – Phase II 
of the Abbey Brook Revi-
talization Project received a 
major boost during the March 
17 meeting of the City Coun-
cil, as the board approved a 
$250,000 allocation to sup-
port the effort. 

Now that Chicopee has 
made this commitment, city 
officials say the Massachu-
setts Division of Ecological 
Restoration will provide a 
$100,000 reimbursement. 

DER is a division of the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Fish and Game within the 
state’s Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs. 

“We had requested 
$250,000 from the DER Pri-
ority Projects Fund in the cur-
rent round of the program,” 
City Planner Lee Pouliot 
said. “They awarded the city 
$100,000 of that $250,000 
request. However, to advance 
the additional scope that start-
ed last year with a $150,000 
award for the project, we 
request to the mayor and 
City Council to match that 
$100,000 with the additional 
$150,000.” 

Abbey Brook is a 1.5-
mile stream that flows 
through Szot Park before en-
tering the Chicopee River. 

Work has been ongoing for 
several years to clear several 
obstacles that obstructed the 
stream’s flow. 

Phase I of the project in-
cluded the removal of Low-
er Bemis Pond Dam and the 
restoration of lower Abbey 
Brook in and around Szot 
Park, which was completed in 
August 2025. 

The second phase will in-
volve the replacement of the 
Front Street culvert and “day-
lighting” the underground 
section of the brook. 

Down the line, Phase III 
will entail the removal of the 
Upper Bemis Pond Dam and 
further restoration of Abbey 
Brook. 

Pouliot detailed the prog-
ress that is being made as 
those involved place their fo-
cus on Phase II. 

“We are going to be re-
viewing conceptual or 25% 
design alternatives this week 
with our design team. Then, 
after that review, Planning, 
Parks and the DPW will need 
to meet and determine which 
alternatives for each compo-
nent of the project we’re go-
ing to move forward with,” 
Pouliot said. 

Once that selection is 
made, he noted that the fund-
ing will help the city advance 
some initial additional work 
on the selected alternatives. 

“Then, we’ll be working 
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  Chicopee   Chicopee 
marches onmarches on

Chicopee Police having fun marching in the parade despite the dreary weather.
TURLEY PHOTO BY KARA WALSH-VEY

This child was so excited to purchase a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle balloon.See PARADE page 5

Chicopee came out 
in full force de-
spite downpours 

and wind to march in the 
73rd Annual Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade on 
March 22. 

The contingent in-
cluded the fire and police 
departments, Mayor John 
Vieau, the 2026 Chicopee 
Colleen Charlotte Fields 
and her Court Members 
Mila Dillard, Gracelyn 
Jarry and Shannon Calo-



March 27, 2026Page 2 Chicopee Register

IN THE CITY

Created in recognition of Janis Santos and her tenure at HCS Head Start, Inc.

 
 

One $2,000 scholarship 
 will be awarded annually

TO APPLY
https://hcsheadstart.org/janis-santos-scholarship

QUESTIONS? 
email:  JSScholarship@headstart.org

Deadline April 30, 2026

Janis Santos
SCHOLARSHIP

In an effort to provide a pathway to
the Early Childhood Education profession, the

Janis Santos Scholarship Fund  
is available for HCS Head Start alumni, 
past or current HCS Head Start parents,

or current HCS Head Start staff. 

St. Joseph’s Day celebration at Rumbleseat
By Brendan Rooney 

Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — Last 
Thursday, on March 19, the 
Rumbleseat Bar & Grille 
hosted a celebration feast for 
St. Joseph’s Day, which is a 
holiday honoring Polish her-

itage and culture. 
According to staff and 

ownership, the celebration 
started at 11 a.m. and contin-
ued until 1 a.m., which was 
the official closing time for 
the establishment. 

The event was in part-
nership and sponsored by the 

Polish Center of Discovery 
and Learning, for which a 
portion of the proceeds went 
toward the museum, Rum-
bleseat owner Billy Stetson 
shared. 

Stetson also offered in-
sight into how the process 
came together, citing that he 
wanted to create a way to 
honor both the Irish and Pol-
ish communities with both St. 
Patrick’s Day and St. Joseph’s 
falling right next to each oth-
er, along with the Holyoke 
Parade closing out the week-
end. 

“I feel tonight, and this 
week in particular, was a cel-
ebration of both the Irish and 
the Polish cultures here in 
Western Mass, and earlier this 
week we had a massive St. 
Patrick’s Day Party, with Bo 
Fitzgerald and the YankCelt 
Band, to commemorate the 
St. Patrick’s Day Holiday, but 
as a Polish-American, I also 
wanted to ensure and bring 
awareness to St. Joseph’s Day 
with the same amount of re-
spect,” Stetson said. “So we 
held our celebration, by host-
ing a Polish style meal which 
was catered by Bernat’s Deli, 
consisting of pierogies, ka-
pusta, kielbasa, and golump-
ki’s, which drew rave reviews, 
and then we thought to bridge 
the Irish connection by having 
the Mummers stop by as well, 

which shaped up to be a once 
in a lifetime night for all, and 
we couldn’t be happier with 
hoe everything turned out.”

Discussing the impor-
tance of the Aqua String Band 
was Captain Austin Tilley, 
who shared this is the orga-
nization’s 29th year visiting 
Western Mass, ahead of the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day, 
which has now become a dai-
ly tradition. 

“I mean St. Patrick’s Day 
is the second biggest week-
end of the year for us, with 
New Year’s Day, being the 
first, but with this being our 
29th year taking the trip up 
here to Western Mass, and 
this being our third year here 
at Rumbleseat, we felt this 
was a great way to start the 
weekend,” Tilley said. “The 
crowds were definitely the 
highlight for us; they were 
electric, everyone was danc-
ing, singing along, it was just 
a great time.”

Also in attendance was 
the Holyoke Caldeonian Pipe 
Band, who performed after 
the Mummers left to continue 
on their Western Mass tour, 
which kept the party going.  

Speaking on behalf of 
the level of community en-
gagement present, shown by 
the standing room only atmo-
sphere of the local establish-
ment, was City Council Vice 
President/Ward 6 City Coun-
cilor Sam Shumsky, who 
stopped by. 

“I think this is a great 
opportunity for the city of 
Chicopee to come together 
as one to celebrate the dif-
ferent cultures that make up 
the cities demographics, and 
I think the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade weekend is one of the 
best times of the year, for the 
cities morale, by bringing the 
values of Chicopee and West-
ern Mass together,” Shumsky 
said. 

He also discussed the hu-
manitarian efforts of Stetson 
and the leadership he pro-
vides on a daily basis. 

“Billy(Stetson) is a ‘Chi-
copee first guy’ from all the 
wonderful things he does for 
youth sports, to the various 

non-profits and organizations 
throughout the city, and not to 
mention the amount of events 
he hosts here at Rumbleseat 
speaks not only to his profes-
sionalism, but his character as 

a business owner, and through 
it all he continues to honor 
and bring Chicopee’s heritage 
and pride together, he’s truly 
a special person,” Shumsky 
said.  

Holyoke Caledonian Pipe Band taking a break between songs.
TURLEY PHOTO BY BRENDAN ROONEY

Rumbleseat Staff partaking in the festivities.

Live close-up shot of the Mummers performing. 

From left to right: Marlene Galica and Polish Center of Discovery 
and Learning Director of Business Development Olen Bielski III.

From left to right: Polish Miss Massachusetts 2026 Dominika 
Jasinska with Rumbleseat Owner Billy Stetson.

Attendees posing with the Mummers.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BILLY STETSON”
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EASTER HAMS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN  CUT FREE ...........
USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK HAM (LEG) ..................

USDA INSP. 
$209

lb

SALE DATES: 
3/25-3/31/26

$189

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PREMIUM CLEANED PORK
CHITTERING 5 LB BAG...........

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

WHOLE TURKEY .....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KING FISH STEAKS
W/ HEAD OR TAIL ...................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CONCH MEAT
CLEANED 5 LB BOX..........................

$133
lb

USDA INSP. 
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE BONELESS
PIT HAM ...........................

$109
lb

lb
$599

$499
EA

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

SKINLESS HADDOCK 
FILLETS 2 LB BOX  ........................ ea

$999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$989
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESSUSDA INSP. MCKENZIES

1/2 SPIRAL HAM 
W/GLAZE PAK ........................

lb

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 
KAYEM OLD TIME 
WHOLE HAM 
HARDWOOD SMOKED .........

$369

lb
$449

lb

Lenten Specials

$667
lb

INFLATION

USDA INSP. 
CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER
$555

lb

$5999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 OZ 

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE
FOR ROAST

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTIONS
BUTT or SHANK .....................

$199

$139
lb

$899

ea

  

Several City Hall positions discussed by City Council
The board addressed 
roles such as auditor, 
administrative asst. 
and clerk 

By Dalton Zbierski 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – The City 
Council tackled several dis-
cussions regarding City Hall 
positions during its meeting 
on March 17. 

While multiple council-
ors were away that evening, 
those in attendance supported 
the city workers, emphasizing 
the value of their roles. 

The first item was sent 
to the Ordinance Committee 

for further discussion, in line 
with standard procedure. 

That item seeks to ex-
tend the work week for the 
administrative assistant and 
clerk positions to 40 hours. If 
it passes through committee 
and is eventually approved by 
the City Council, both posi-
tions will get raises on April 
13. 

The administrative assis-
tant would be in line to make 
$67,233 each year, while the 
clerk would be paid an annual 
salary of $45,622. 

“City Council President 
Frank Laflamme approached 
me and had suggested that 
his office was really inter-
ested in going to a 40-hour 
work week. I said, ‘Abso-

lutely.’ Most employees in 
the city are at 40 hours, and 
this would be the adjustment 
to the 40-hour work week,” 
Mayor John Vieau said. 

Laflamme thanked Vieau 
for acting on behalf of the 
City Council and the city em-
ployees. He made it clear that 
these workers needed more 
hours to complete their jobs 
thoroughly. 

“Our staff in that office 
work extra hours and time, 
and there’s a lot of things they 
need to do, and they don’t 
have the time to do it,” La-
flamme said. “When I go in 
the office, and a lot of us do 
go in the office, they’re run-
ning around all the time. I tell 
them, ‘We need to get you 

guys to relax a little bit too 
and be in a comfortable situ-
ation working,’ so that’s why 
this was brought forward.” 

Laflamme also offered an 
update, noting that an admin-
istrative assistant is currently 
away for a month, so a tem-
porary worker has been hired 
to fill the void. That individ-
ual connected with the city 
through the Valley Opportu-
nity Council. 

“We did bring someone 
into our office part-time for 
one month to take over while 
our administrative assistant is 
going to be out,” Laflamme 
said. “So, this gentleman will 
be answering phones for us 
for a month… He’s excited to 
help us.” 

Later in the meeting, 
the council unanimously ap-
proved a new process for hir-
ing a city auditor. 

Longtime City Auditor 
Sharyn Riley recently retired 
after working for the city for 
approximately four decades. 
With the position open, the 
council decided now is a good 
time to modernize the steps.  

Little discussion was 
held regarding this item, but 
the hiring process goes as fol-
lows. 

First, the job description 
must be approved by City 
Council.

Then, the Department of 
Human Resources will post 
the position internally and 
collect resumes. 

Next, all resumes sent to 
the City Council Administra-
tive Assistant will be given to 
the members of City Council.

After that, City Council-
ors will recommend candi-
dates for interviews with the 
City Council Administrative 
Assistant. 

The fifth step involves 
the first round of interviews, 
in which the candidate pool 
will be narrowed to three. 

If a second round of in-
terviews is necessary, this 
will occur in a special session 
of City Council. 

Lastly, the councilors 
will interview the candidates 
at the special meeting and 
make a vote. 

Chicopee DPW is getting two brand new trucks
By Dalton Zbierski

Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – The De-
partment of Public Works 
made out well during the 
March 17 meeting of the City 
Council, as the board appro-
priated funding for two brand 
new trucks. 

First, Mayor John Vieau 
proposed an allocation of 
$77,000 to purchase a 2026 
Ford F350 Crew Cab. 

“In fleet of forestry, a 
2008 F250 was taken off the 
road. It’s no longer repair-
able, and they’re replacing it 
with a 2026 Ford F350 Crew 
Cab. This is the quote we 
have,” Vieau said. 

DPW Superintendent 
Elizabette Batista was on 
hand to answer questions and 
provide more details about 
the need for the new vehicle. 

“This is a very important 
piece of equipment consid-
ering that in that one depart-
ment it is the only non-CDL-
licensed vehicle. So, when 
we’re dealing with a shortage 

of CDL licenses, this is very 
helpful to continue with oper-
ations,” Batista said. 

CDL, or a Commercial 
Driver’s License, is required 
in the United States to drive 
heavy, large or potentially 
dangerous equipment.

It was made clear during 
last Tuesday’s meeting that 
the DPW is running low on 
employees who have a CDL, 
which makes this new Ford 
even more important. 

“[This truck] will allow 
us to tow our equipment to 
conduct tree maintenance. 
This is a very vital piece of 
equipment for the depart-
ment,” Batista added. 

The second truck com-
ing to the DPW is also a 
heavy-duty Ford. Vieau ex-
plained. 

“We had actual 2009 
F350 pickup truck that was in 
an accident and totaled by the 
insurance company,” Vieau 
said. “The city did receive 
$18,047 in compensation 
for the loss to put toward the 
replacement of the vehicle. 

The new quote is $65,700, 
with the difference being the 
$47,652.” 

Ward 4 Councilor 
George Balakier stressed the 
need to approve the request 
from the DPW. 

“This is another import-
ant vehicle for maintenance 
and road plowing, so this is 
needed by the department 
in order to keep us at full 
strength,” Balakier said. 

Ward 8 Councilor Doug 
Girouard agreed. He compli-
mented Batista and her team 
on a job well done, especially 
after a tough winter. 

“As we all know, the 
DPW is a very, very busy 
department,” Girouard said. 
“I’m happy that, as we go 
along here, we update our 
fleet so that we can contin-
ue doing the good work the 
DPW does.” 

Ward 9 Councilor Mary 
Beth Costello also took time 
to praise the department. She 
is pleased to see the old trucks 
getting replaced and expressed 
gratitude for Batista’s avail-

ability at the meeting.  
“I appreciate the fact 

that Superintendent Batista 
is here to explain the replace-
ment of these two trucks. One 
was from 2009; the other was 
from 2008. So, thank you for 
making sure the vehicles are 
updated and that we’re safe,” 
Costello said. 

City Council President/
Councilor-at-Large Frank 
Laflamme also took a turn to 
speak, which was approved 
by the board. He said he talk-
ed to Batista about the need 
for the new trucks before the 
meeting and also emphasized 
the importance of having ve-
hicles people without CDLs 
can drive. 

“Although they have 
other trucks, this one is an 
important truck because it 
does not require a CDL. 
That’s why they really need 
this one; so that people with-
out [a CDL license] can 
move equipment around. 
This one’s very important to 
get done this evening,” La-
flamme said. 

Valley Opportunity Council seeking senior 
volunteers for senior companion program

 Hosting Open House 
on March 30

Funding Secured 
Through AmeriCorps Seniors 
to Support Valley Opportuni-
ty Council’s Senior Compan-
ion Program, Helping Seniors 
Stay Connected and Indepen-
dent

CHICOPEE - Valley Op-
portunity Council’s (VOC) 
Senior Companion Program 
(SCP) is seeking new volun-
teers to serve in Chicopee, 
Holyoke, and surrounding 
cities as the program plans for 
expansion. For those interest-
ed in learning more about the 
program and volunteering, an 
Open House will be held on 
Monday, March 30, 2026 
from 2 to 4 pm, 516 Chicop-
ee Street, Chicopee, featuring 
refreshments and informa-
tion. Current SCP volunteers 
will also be present to answer 
questions.

The Senior Companion 
Program has secured funding 
through AmeriCorps Seniors 
to help local seniors stay con-
nected, independent, and en-
gaged in their communities, 
and allow for opportunities 
for expansion to surrounding 
communities outside of Chi-
copee and Holyoke. 

The SCP pairs volun-
teers ages 55-plus with older 
adults who need companion-
ship. Senior Companion Vol-
unteers provide social con-
nection and friendly visiting; 
offer transportation and help 
with errands such as grocery 

shopping or medical appoint-
ments; and deliver caregiver 
respite, giving family mem-
bers a needed break.  Each 
volunteer experience is 
unique, based on a carefully 
created one-on-one match.

Individuals who are inter-
ested in volunteering should 
contact Andrea Holden, Di-
rector of the Senior Compan-
ion Program, at  AHolden@
valleyopp.com  or (413) 612-
0229. 

Senior Companion Vol-
unteers serve a minimum of 
5 hours per week, and in-
come-eligible volunteers re-
ceive a tax-free stipend ($4/
hour), mileage reimburse-
ment, training, insurance, and 
appreciation events. Senior 
Companions can earn $350+ 
per month without decreas-
ing any assistance. You will 
make friends and help others 
in Hampden County.

According to Holden, 
“Senior Companions make an 
incredible difference in peo-
ple’s lives - and in their own. 
These supports help older 
adults live independently, re-
duce loneliness, and strength-
en ties within the community. 
With new initiatives rolling 
out, it’s the perfect time for 
older adults to join the SCP 
Volunteer team.”

In addition to volun-
teers,  VOC is seeking new 
partnerships with other non-
profit organizations or mu-
nicipal agencies that support 
seniors in living independent-
ly. Organizations in Hampden 

County interested in learning 
more about VOC’s Senior 
Companion Program should 
contact Holden,  AHolden@
valleyopp.com  or (413) 612-
0229. 

VOC’s Senior Compan-
ion Program also plans to 
host Open Houses in April 
and June.

Valley Opportunity 
Council, Inc. (VOC) is dedi-
cated to eliminating poverty 

by providing the opportunity 
for our low- and moderate-in-
come neighbors, families, 
and friends in the Greater 
Hampden County area to 
achieve greater independence 
and a higher quality of life. 
VOC has proudly operated 
the Senior Companion Pro-
gram (SCP) with a grant from 
AmeriCorps Seniors since 
1988.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Metro Chrysler Dodge Jeep 
Ram to Host “Main Street 
Finds” Community Event

CHICOPEE - Metro 
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 
will host Main Street Finds, 
a community-focused auto-
motive showcase, on Satur-
day, March 28 from 9 a.m. 
to Noon.

The event invites com-
munity members and auto-
motive enthusiasts to bring 
and share unique pieces of 
automotive history, includ-
ing vintage memorabilia, 
dealership items, racing 
gear, and rare advertise-
ments.

Unlike traditional car 
shows, Main Street Finds 
is centered on storytelling 

and connection. There are 
no judges or trophies-just an 
opportunity for attendees to 
showcase meaningful items 
and connect with others 
who share a passion for au-
tomotive culture.

Event Details: Metro 
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram; 
Saturday, March 28, 2026 9 
a.m. to Noon.

The community is en-
couraged to attend or par-
ticipate by bringing an item 
with a story to share.

For more information, 
visit Metro Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram’s social media 
pages.

Annual Scholarship Family 
Game & Card Party

CHICOPEE - Fran-
co-American Womens’ 
Association is sponsoring 
their Annual Family Game 
& Card Party on Thursday, 
April 9, at 6 p.m. 

It is being held in the 
Church Hall of Ste Rose 
de Lima Church, Grattan 
Street, Chicopee.

Plan an evening out 
with your friends and fami-
ly playing cards and games. 
Sandwiches, beverages, 
and desserts are available 
or you can bring your own 
snacks. Lots of raffle priz-
es, including cash, will be 
given away.

We have been active in 
the area for over 70 years 
and we are also looking 
for new members who are 
Women of Franco-Amer-
ican Heritage. Members 

are from Chicopee and sur-
rounding cities. We meet 
once a month and have this 
one fundraiser every year. 
Our mission is to provide 
scholarships for higher ed-
ucation to members’ chil-
dren and grandchildren.

In 2025 through the 
generosity of our patrons 
and donors, we awarded ten 
$500 scholarships to chil-
dren and grandchildren of 
our members.

For donations to the 
fund or to the raffle prize 
table, please contact Chris-
tine at 413-530-6113 by 
Tuesday, March 31 to have 
your name or business in-
cluded on the Prize List. 
Christine can also provide 
information about becom-
ing a member.
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OPINION

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.
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(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

Male yellow-bellied sapsucker
An Oakham resident saw 

a yellow-bellied sapsucker 
also known as yellow-bellied 
woodpecker at her suet feeder 
earlier this month.

They have a long pointed 
bill and the typical black and 
white feather pattern of the 
downy and hairy woodpeck-
ers. Sapsuckers are larger 
than downy woodpeckers and 
smaller than hairy woodpeck-
ers. The yellow feathers are 
muted and not that visible as 
the resident noted. They also 
have vertical, white wing 
patches. Both adult males 
and females have a red fore-
head. However the male has 
a red throat and the female, 
a white throat. Their young 
have brownish coloration, but 
they do have the white wing 
patches 

As the name sapsucker 
implies, these woodpecker 

drill holes, row after row, to 
get at the sap found in many 
native species of trees such as 
aspen, birch (paper and yel-
low), elm, eastern hemlock, 
sugar maple, etc.in spring-
time. Other birds such as ru-
by-throated hummingbirds, 
bats and insects also drink 
from these “sap taps.”

People who burn wood 
most likely have seen the 
neat rows of  holes drilled by 
the sapsucker in some of the 
wood from their pile.

The drumming of the 
yellow-bellied sapsucker is 
very distinctive, consisting of 
a roll with clearly separated 
taps at the end and sometimes 
at the beginning “tap-tap trrr-
rrrrrrrr ta-ta- tat-tat-tat.” Both 
sexes drum. Ritual tapping at 
the lower rim of the nest hole 
is a rather common acoustic 
signal.

The yellow-bellied is the 
only sapsucker seen in the 
eastern half of the U.S. and 
across the northern forests. 
These sapsuckers are migra-
tory, which is a fairly rare 
trait for woodpeckers. They 
live in a variety of habitats 
from low-lying floodplains 
to mountainous forests at 
10,000 feet. Their breeding 
range extends from Alaska 
to Newfoundland and south 
along the Appalachians. They 
winter across the East from 
New Jersey west to Texas and 
all the way south to Panama.

A common breeding dis-
play involves males pointing 

their bills skyward as they 
showcase their red throat 
patch for an interested fe-
male. Though both sexes are 
involved with excavating 
nesting cavities; males do 
most of the work. Occasional-
ly, sapsuckers visit bird feed-
ers for suet.

Bald eagle and turkey 
vultures

Early this month, a 
Worthington resident sent an 
email. He said he had a “lucky 
and thrilling sighting of an 
eagle, white tail obvious, cir-
cling on high with three tur-
key vultures and he called it  
“intra species cooperation” or 
more likely, the eagle using 
the vulture’s ability to find 
carrion.

I saw three turkey vul-
tures along Route 122 in 
Barre near Vernon Avenue on 
March 16. I saw two turkey 
vultures in Oakham on St. 
Patrick’s Day. Their return is 
a sign of spring.

Robins
Huge flock of robins. 

Last week, I saw a huge flock 
of robins, probably close to 
100 birds fly over head along 
Route 32 in Gilbertville. Rob-
ins overwinter in this area, but 
large flocks are the returning 
robins that migrate. 

Canada geese
The Canada geese are 

also returning. I saw quite 
a few geese in a cornfield in 
Spencer last week. I also saw 
about a dozen or saw fly over-
head. 

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
My last 

Social Securi-
ty payment de-
creased by about 
$400, so I went 
to my online 
SS account and 
found a Novem-
ber 2025 letter explaining that 
my 2024 tax return showed 
a greatly enlarged Adjusted 
Gross Income. 

Thus, SSA decided to 
withdraw monies, as of Jan-
uary 2026, from my bank 
account because I’d owed far 
more monies to them. The 
letter itemized my greatly di-
minished 2026 SSA monthly 
payment, explaining should 
my next tax return show a 
regular AGI, then SSA would 
return my SS income to reg-
ular amounts and return ev-
ery prior month’s deficits? 
Said letter also mentioned 
an optional recourse, that of 
compiling an “Appeal” to re-
gain my ongoing decreased 
income.  The extra amounts 
now withdrawn for Medicare 
Parts A and D alone are out-
rageously high. I’m a retired 
senior citizen on a fixed in-
come.  

According to SSA, my 

having sold a piece of land 
in 2024 allows SSA to de-
crease my SS income.  Has 
this become a common prac-
tice against U.S.A. senior cit-
izens? Thank you in advance 
for your input. Signed: Feel-
ing Wronged 

 
Dear Feeling Wronged: 
From what you have 

shared, it appears that your 
SS benefit amount has been 
affected by a provision known 
as Income-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount. IRMAA 
isn’t really a Social Security 
issue, rather it is a Medicare 
premium thing. But when IR-
MAA applies, it reduces your 
net Social Security payment 
because Medicare premiums 
are automatically taken from 
your Social Security benefit, 
thus making your net SS pay-
ment less. 

If you look at your gross 
Social Security payment at 
your online “my Social Se-

curity” account 
you will see 
that your gross 
SS payment did 
not change, but 
your Medicare 
premium did, 
thus affecting 
your net SS 

payment. IRMAA, essential-
ly, makes Medicare a “means 
tested” program, where those 
with a higher AGI can pay a 
higher Medicare Part B (and 
Part D) premium. 

However, IRMAA is usu-
ally based on AGI from two 
years prior to the current year 
because your current AGI in-
formation isn’t available from 
the IRS when Medicare pre-
miums are determined in Oc-
tober of each year.  FYI, you 
may have received a notice in 
the mail in early December 
telling you what your 2026 
Social Security and Medicare 
amounts would be.  

In a nutshell, the land 
you sold in 2024 apparently 
increased your AGI to exceed 
the base IRMAA thresholds,  
which are $109,000 if you 
file your taxes as a single or 

Social Security reduced my monthly payment

Plants to celebrate
Easter and then some

It’s hard to believe that 
in just a little over a week 
we will be celebrating the 
Easter holiday! 

I am sure that many 
readers will be either receiv-
ing the Easter lily as a gift or 
purchasing one for someone 
else. Its pure white, intense-
ly fragrant blooms are em-
blems of new life and hope 
for the future – I can think 
of no better symbol of the 
holiest day on the Christian 
calendar than this one. 

If you find yourself in 
the market for an Easter lily 
this week, select one that 
is deep green and has more 
buds than open flowers. It 
should be proportionate in 
height and not top heavy. 

If outdoor tempera-
tures remain chilly, be sure 
to cover the plant well upon 
exiting the store, and don’t 
leave it in the car while you 
do other errands!

Once home, the Easter 
lily prefers temperatures 
around 65 degrees and 
bright but indirect light. Wa-
ter thoroughly, but allow the 
soil to dry out in between 
waterings.  

Be careful for the dec-
orative foil or plastic wrap-
per – sometimes water will 
pool in the bottom, keeping 
the soil too moist. If you 
like how the wrapper looks, 
poke some holes at the base 
and place the pot on a shal-
low saucer to catch any wa-
ter that drips out. Dump the 
saucer as needed.  You can 
also remove the wrapper 
and allow the pot to drain in 
the sink for a few minutes 
after each watering.  

To prolong the life of 
your plant, be sure to re-
move the anthers before 
the pollen ripens. This will 
also prevent the pollen from 
staining the pure white flow-
ers and your nose!  

As flowers start to with-
er, cut them off – this will 
keep it looking its best and 
redirect energy back to the 
bulb.  

Once the soil warms, 
the Easter lily can be plant-
ed outside in full sun and 
well-drained soil. Sink the 
bulb with foliage and stem 
attached, to a depth of three 
inches and water well. 

After the original foli-
age dies, cut it back to the 
soil surface. New growth 
will soon emerge. Lil-
ies benefit from a layer of 
mulch to keep their roots 
cool. Although they are 
quite hardy, do provide 
some winter protection in 
the form of straw, evergreen 
boughs or the like.  

With any luck you 
will be delighted with big, 
beautiful white flowers 
next summer. Although lil-
ies bloom in spring under 
the controlled conditions of 
the greenhouse, they bloom 
naturally during the summer 
months.

Another good and 
widely available option for 
Easter gift giving is a pot of 
spring bulbs.  

With tulips, daffodils 
and hyacinths to choose 
from, there will no doubt be 

a fragrance and flower col-
or that appeals to you. Be 
sure to choose them in bud, 
rather than full flower be-
cause warm household tem-
peratures will cause them to 
burst into bloom in no time. 

To maximize indoor 
bloom time, enjoy in your 
living space during the day, 
but move to a basement, 
spare room or garage each 
night where temperatures 
are cooler, but not freezing! 

The great thing about 
forced bulbs is that they can 
be enjoyed in the house this 
Easter and next year in the 
garden.  

Daffodils and hyacinth 
are the most dependable 
repeat bloomers. Tulips (de-
pending on the type) may 
bloom great the following 
season but then take a few 
years off-time to recharge 
before blooming again.  

If you wish to plant 
your bulbs outside, remove 
spent flowers as they with-
er and allow the foliage to 
brown. At this point stop 
watering and let the bulbs 
dry out. They can be planted 
outdoors in spring, or saved 
until the fall for planting as 
you normally would.  

Sometimes I get the job 
done in spring, although it 
does feel odd to be doing it 
then, simply so I won’t for-
get to plant them in the fall!

Primroses are plentiful 
at florist shops and nurseries 
this time of year as well, and 
they too make great Easter 
gifts. Even though they are 
usually sold in small pots, 
it’s hard to miss their bright-
ly colored flowers poking up 
through basal foliage.  

They come in almost 
every color of the rainbow. 

Many types of primrose 
make great garden plants; 
check the label to make 
sure the one you purchase is 
hardy before planting it out-
doors. I have had a clump 
of primroses blooming for 
years now that started out as 
a potted plant.  

An inexpensive but cute 
gift idea is to insert a pot of 
primroses into a basket and 
fill in around it with Easter 
“grass,” this way it can be 
enjoyed as a centerpiece be-
fore it makes its way to the 
garden. 

These days I prefer 
green paper “grass” pur-
chased at the craft store, or 
make your own by use of a 
shredder. It is less problem-
atic for pets.

As you plan for Easter, 
make these plants part of 
your celebration, and enjoy 
them in the garden thereaf-
ter!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachu-
setts. For 34 years she has 
held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject 
line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Chicopee Register, please email chicopeereg-
ister@turley.com.

See SPCIAL SECURITY 
page 3

in my

By Ellenor Downer



March 27, 2026 Chicopee Register Page 5 

The Polish Center of Discovery & Learning was also featured in the parade. 

Members of the Chicopee High School 
Marching Band performing during the parade.

2026 Chicopee St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee Presi-
dent Alyson Sliwa marched. 

A Chicopee police officer mugs for the 
camera.

Past Chicopee Colleens were also featured in the parade.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

City Council Vice President/Ward 6 City Councilor Sam Shumsky holding 
granddaughter of 2026 Parade Marshal Bernie St. George as the three 
smile for a group photo.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

Court members Shannon Caloon and Mila Dillard, 2026 Chicopee Colleen Charlotte Fields and court member Gracelyn Jarry. 

on, Troop 1849, the Chicopee High School 
and Chicopee Comprehensive High School 
Marching Bands, the Chicopee St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee and past Colleens, 
members of the City Council and School 
Committee and more. 

This year’s Parade Marshal was Ber-
nie St. George, the 2026 Parade Committee 
President is Alyson Sliwa, Haley Jarvis re-
ceived the Woods Award and the Knights 
of Columbus Elder Council 69 and Home 
Association received the Atkinson Award.

PARADE  from page 1

Chicopee Atkinson Award Winner Knights 
of Columbus Elder Council 69 and Home 
Association.The Chicopee Fire Department march in the parade.

The mummers are always a fan favorite.

Melha 
Shriners 
sent in the 
clowns

Mayor John Vieau waves to 
the camera. The Chicopee sign as the contingent for the city makes its entrance.	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY KARA WALSH-VEY

Troop 1849 also marched in the parade.
The Chicopee Comprehensive High School 
Marching Band marches in the parade. 
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Gardner’s presentation 
revealed that, according to 
the current timeline, the con-
struction and closeout are set 
to take place between Decem-
ber 2027 and July 2030.

Gardener also shared 
that the MSBA recently ap-
proved the project last month 
on Feb. 25. And to note, the 
Barry School Commission 
also met earlier this month on 
March 12 to discuss similar 
details and explore various 
options, and at this moment, 
a video series of behind-the-
scenes and a closer look at the 
project has been posted and 
shared on social media.

Gardner shared that the 
B3 option, which has been 
deemed as the preferred 
choice by the commission 
and one he cited as “the least 
expensive option,” has a cur-
rent estimated construction 
cost of approximately $99.4 
million, and after additional 
‘soft costs’, which include 
the construction, design fees, 
testing, furniture, and tech-
nology package, the estimat-
ed total project cost is now in 
the range of $124.3 million, 
based on results yielded from 
the preliminary design sche-
matic report. 

He added that he and his 
team are working with the 
School Department to reduce 
the total cost by looking at 
the overall program and see-
ing if they can identify ways 
to shrink the school with-
out impacting the education. 
However, he stressed that 
the estimated range of costs 
for projects not covered by 
the MSBA grant results in a 
range of $12 million, which 
consists of the roundabout 
construction, along with the 
demolition costs of the old 
building at Garrity Grove. 

He then stressed to the 
committee that the city could 
potentially look towards al-
ternative grant sources to help 
alleviate costs. 

Gardner then shifted fo-
cus to reveal that a bright spot, 
a tentative grand opening, is 
currently set for the fall of 

2030, which would be close 
to 20 months of construction.

“This date will allow the 
School Department the full 
summer to get classrooms set 
up and ready, and allow main-
tenance to be trained on the 
new systems in the building,” 
Gardner said. 

In addition, as previous-
ly reported, it was noted that 
placing the new building at 
the Szetela site wouldn’t dis-
place any families from their 
homes, along with the confir-
mation that the site was also 
deemed large enough to sup-
port the development of a new 
school project. Current bene-
fits of the location consist of 
the property already being 
considered city-owned—so 
clear avoidance of Article 97 
Impacts—no additional ease-
ments or additional environ-
mental restrictions. 

Gardner also revealed that 
for the proposed site at Szete-
la, the eminent domain pro-
cess of acquiring 562 Granby 
Road has begun, which would 
then create a school access 
drive into the property without 
impacting any of the residen-
tial neighborhoods on either 
side of the school.

“In my mind, one of 
the big benefits is that right 
now, Macek Drive has a lot 
of school traffic and backup 
on it, and this will solve that 
problem, and we won’t be 
burdening any of the other 
side streets with traffic for the 
school, either,” Gardner said.  

Gardner also discussed 
some of the site strategies that 
are being passed around. 

“I can tell you that 
through our meetings with 
the district, the shape of the 
school is constantly being 
worked on, with the idea be-
ing a compact and energy-ef-
ficient building, so that’s how 
the body orientation came to 
be,” Gardner said. 

He also noted that the 
proposed school is positioned 
in an open field west of the 
existing Szetela School, and 
that the parking lot will sep-
arate the proposed building 
from the existing school. In 
addition, the classroom wings 
will be organized along an 
east-west axis to maximize 
passive solar benefits, and 
lastly, the central location 
also allows landscape buffers 
between school grounds and 
abutting neighborhoods. 

Gardner also noted that 
the district looks to ensure 
that the new school will 
come equipped with a proper 
HVAC system. 

“We’re currently pursu-
ing a geothermal field with 
ground source heat pumps; 
it’s the most efficient system 
that we can use,” Gardner 
said.

Pros for this type of 
heating will include the low-
est operational costs, highest 
energy performance, best life 
cycle for operational costs, 
and lowest on-site emissions 
implications, with everything 

being electric. 
Cons are that this option 

has the highest upfront and 
installation costs, which have 
to be purchased before selec-
tive incentives or rebates. 

Szetela will stay open; the 
project is done in phasing

Gardner also revealed to 
the committee that the new 
building will be built behind 
Szetela, meaning that the cur-
rent preschool will continue 
to operate, even while con-
struction of the new school 
takes place. 

He then talked about the 
concept of the project being 
handled in phases. 

Phase One will consist 
of establishing a construction 
entrance to isolate the new 
school from Szetela and then 

work on the new school will 
begin. 

“In Phase Two, we would 
look at connecting our en-
trance road, working on the 
new parking lot, and drop-off 
at Szetela, and then finishing 
up we’re going to relocate the 
ballfield at Szetela, now to the 
far west end of the site. Where 
it narrows on the left, there’s 
a multi-purpose recreation-
al field,” Gardner said. “The 
last phase is the construction 
of the roundabout, and at the 
last meeting, we proposed to 
the School Building Commis-
sion at their last meeting that 
we considered taking that out 
of the school project, and let-
ting it be pursued as an inde-
pendent city project because 
it won’t be covered by the 
MSBA.”

Gardner said the latest 
model of the project is focus-
ing on pedestrian safety as the 
highest value.  

“We are currently look-
ing at and proposing to have 
new sidewalks between 
Edgewood Avenue and Si-
monich Street to the north 
and Sunflower Avenue to the 
south. There will also be new 
high-visibility crosswalks 
at the school entrance and a 
pedestrian connection to the 
Daniel Drive neighborhood,” 
Gardner said. 

Gardner’s presentation 
also provided a look at staff 
traffic, bus traffic and par-
ent traffic with separate en-

trances for pre-K and K-5 
students for both Szetela and 
the new Barry, sharing the 
property, being highlighted. 
He also noted that the project 
calls for separate playgrounds 
for pre-K and kindergarten 
and grades one through five, 
universal design for inclusion 
of all students; quiet, less ac-
tive outdoor spaces; outdoor 
classrooms, a youth baseball 
field and a multi-use field. 

Next Steps 
Gardner closed his pre-

sentation by sharing key 
dates, such as the end of this 
phase being June 25, which 
is the submission of the sche-
matic design is expected to 
be due on. From there,  the 
MSBA will then create a proj-
ect scope and budget agree-
ment, currently set for Aug. 
25, and will then be pitched 
to the City Council in the pur-
suit of seeking funding for the 
project, slated to transpire lat-
er this fall.  

“From there, we would 
then move into detailed de-
sign, meaning we would 
submit our construction doc-
uments to the MSBA at 60% 
and 90%, each of which also 
has an independent cost esti-
mate to ensure we are staying 
in your budget, and then we 
open the project up to bid,” 
Gardener said. 

The expected move-in 
date for students is tentatively 
set for Fall 2030.

BARRY SCHOOL
 from page 1
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Proposed Site at Szetela.

Phasing options and breakdown.

Elks Lodge presents $3,500 
donation to Lorraine’s

Site Strategies.

Building Organization.

SUBMITTED PHOTO:

Just recently, the Chicopee Elks Lodge #1849 were able to 
donate $3,500 to Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen which was offered 
through our Gratitude Grant from Grand Lodge, presented by our 
Exalted Ruler Hughes Tardif and Lodge Secretary Mary Regan.

The scores stand out 
amidst overall 
flat scores across 
the state

CHICOPEE -  Hamp-
den Charter School of Sci-
ence  (HCSS), located in 
Chicopee,  is proud to an-
nounce its one of only 21 
schools in Massachusetts 
that beat the state SAT aver-
age while serving a majori-
ty of high needs students.

HCSS also is one of 
only eight schools that 
beat the state SAT state 
average while serving a 
majority Black, Hispan-
ic, and Latino population, 
making the school stand 
out among hundreds of oth-
er schools in the state that 
have struggled to bounce 
back post-pandemic.   
Recent  SAT data  released 
by the Department of Ele-

mentary and Secondary Ed-
ucation for the 2024-2025 
academic year shows Mas-
sachusetts students scored 
much higher than the na-
tional average (Massachu-
setts students scored an 
average of 1127, compared 
to the national average of 
1024). Students at HCSS 
scored an average of 1153.

“I am incredibly proud 
to see this achievement for 
our students at Hampden 
Charter School of Science,” 
said Dr. Mehmet Cogal, 
HCSS Chief Academic Of-
ficer.  “SAT scores aren’t 
just numbers, they are a 
reflection of the Hampden 
community’s commitment 
to academic rigor and proof 
that academic excellence 
opens doors to collegiate 
opportunities.” 

SAT scores provide a 
metric for colleges to eval-
uate whether students are 

ready for college, and often 
serve as a key component 
for admissions or merit 
based scholarships. Recent 
research found a correlation 
between higher SAT scores 
and college success, par-
ticularly among high needs 
students.

Ranked as the top 
performing public high 
school in the Springfield 
area, HCSS prides itself on 
providing a college prepa-
ratory-focused education 
to the youth of every race 
and ethnic group in West-
ern Massachusetts in a safe, 
academically challenging, 
and caring educational en-
vironment. 

The vision of HCSS is 
to increase the rate of col-
lege entry for students by 
providing them with rigor-
ous academic opportunities 
that are designed for col-
lege preparation.

Hampden Charter School of Science 
outpaces state SAT averages

Designer Purse 
Bingo supports 
Lorraine’s
Soup Kitchen

CHICOPEE – A Design-
er Purse Bingo event to ben-
efit Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen 
& Pantry will be taking place 
on April 17 at the Knights 
of Columbus Council 69 on 
460 Granby Rd.Doors open 
at 5 p.m. and the games start 
at 6:30 p.m. 10 games = 20 
chances to win 

Tickets include entry for 
10 games, dauber, door prize 
ticket and light refreshments. 

Cash bar, outside food 
welcome.Raffles and door 
prizes.

Bring non-perishable 
food items to be entered into 
a special raffle. $35 pre-sale 
only. 

For tickets, contact Don-
na at 413-557-9280, Kim at 
413-474-2991 or the kitchen 
at 413-592-9528.
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

ABBEY BROOK
 from page 1

porations, here in Western 
Massachusetts, here in New 
England, we still have many 
family-run farms. Many of 
them are multi-generational 
Americans,” Oliveira said. 

He added the State Sen-
ate’s legislative session will 
take up a Farm Bill soon.

“We understand that 
without farms, we don’t have 
food. Without food, we can-
not live and farmers face an 
extraordinarily amount of 
challenges up and down the 
valley. From tariffs that im-
pacted them to things like 
droughts and extreme weath-
er and flooding. All of those 
things make it challenging to 
run those family farms up and 
down the valley. So, we’ll be 
doing some work in the legis-
lature to uplift them and sup-
port them this session. Many 
of them are Polish-owned,” 
Oliveira said. 

Vieau presented the may-
or’s proclamation to City 
Assessor Victor Anop, who 
expressed pride in the city’s 
Polish roots. 

“All of us are so proud of 
our Polish heritage. The orig-
inal Poles who came here, 
many of them were probably 
heading to Chicago, but they 
got lucky they came to Chi-
copee,” Anop said. “Happy 
St. Joseph’s Day!”

After two musical per-
formances of the Polish Na-
tional Anthem and God Bless 
America, the Polish flag was 
unveiled by Polish Miss Mas-
sachusetts 2026 Dominika Ja-
sinska and two students from 
St. Stanislaus School. 

Jasinska was honored to 
unveil the flag with the stu-
dents and see them at the cer-
emony. 

“Just like Fr. John said, 
they represent why we’re 
here,” Jasinska said. “It 
doesn’t matter what age you 
are, you can always connect 
on our heritage and our val-

ues, our morals and beliefs.” 
Reflecting on her role as 

Polish Miss Massachusetts 
2026, Jasinska said there’s a 
lot more to it. 

“It really gave me some-
thing to think about and I 
hope to represent my com-
muntiy and what we stand for 
and inspire the younger peo-
ple to be proud of who they 
are, be proud of their heritage 
and carry on their traditions 
as well,” Jasinska said.

Her message was this.
“I wanted to wish ev-

eryone in Chicopee a Hap-
py Feast of St. Joseph’s and 

just let them know, be proud 
of who you are, be proud 
of your heritage, remember 
where you came from and al-
ways carry that in your heart 
and pass it down to the next 
generation so they remember 
where it all started and where 
it all came from,” Jasinska 
said. “It’s an amazing cul-
ture that we have and it’s an 
amazing Polish community 
that we have here in Chicop-
ee. It could almost be called 
Little Poland with how much 
we have. Stay proud of your 
heritage and culture and never 
forget where you came from.” 

POLISH FLAG 
RAISING from page 1

The Polish flag is unveiled by students from St. Stanislaus School and Polish Miss Massachusetts 
2026 Dominika Jasinska.

Polish Miss Massachusetts 2026 Dominika Jasinska took photos with students from St. Stanislaus 
School after the ceremony.

State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) and Polish Miss Massachusetts 2026 Dominika Jasinska joined 
local musicians and attendees for a group photo.

It was a day of red and celebrating Polish pride in Chicopee.

Olen Bielski III, the Polish Cen-
ter of Discovery and Learning 
director of Business Develop-
ment, reflects on 25 years for 
the museum in 2026.”

Fr. John Koziol of St. Stanis-
laus Parish opens the ceremo-
ny with a blessing.

Michael Sugrue, president of 
Polish National Credit Union, 
reflects on the city’s Polish 
roots, including the credit 
union’s.

with DER, the Mayor’s Office 
and City Council to figure out 
how we’re going to fund the 
design development to get 
to an actual bid package,” 
Pouliot said. 

All the councilors who 
were present at the meeting 
approved the appropriation 
and several voiced praise for 
Pouliot’s commitment to the 
project. 

“It’s imperative that this 
gets done, so I commend Lee 

for getting this grant to help 
offset some of the cost to the 
city and taxpayers and look 
forward to seeing this project 
through completion,” Vice 
President/Ward 6 Councilor 
Sam Shumsky said. 

Shumsky spoke on the 
different wires that run un-
derground in this area, which 
makes the project even more 
critical. 

Ward 4 Councilor George 
Balakier agreed. 

“This is an enormous 
project with ramifications. 
Unless this is done proper-

ly, we could potentially have 
some big issues, which we 
don’t want,” Balakier said. 
“So, it’s great to have a grant 
for $100,000. Again, we’re 
looking for additional mon-
ies. This will take a while, but 
I’m sure that this will be done 
as quickly as it can be.” 

PNCU hosting community holding collection drive for Alianza
CHICOPEE - PNCU is 

proud to host a community 
collection drive in support 
of Alianza, an organization 
dedicated to helping survi-
vors of domestic violence. 
The drive will take place now 
through April 30, 2026, with 
donations being accepted at 
PNCU’s Front Street Branch, 
located at 923 Front Street in 

Chicopee.
Community members are 

encouraged to donate new, 
unused items from Alianza’s 
wish list. Requested items 
include personal care prod-
ucts, household essentials, 
baby items, and new cloth-
ing for women and children. 
Gift cards to stores such as 
Walmart, Target, CVS, and 

local grocery stores are also 
welcomed. For health and 
safety reasons, Alianza asks 
that all donated items be new 
and unopened.

As a thank-you for sup-
porting the drive, anyone who 
donates will be entered into a 
raffle to win a gift basket. Par-
ticipants simply need to fill out 
a raffle ticket with their name 

and phone number when drop-
ping off their donation.

“Supporting organiza-
tions like Alianza is an im-
portant part of our commit-
ment to the community,” said 
Michael Sugrue, President of 
Polish National Credit Union. 
“We encourage our members 
and neighbors to participate 
in the drive and help provide 

essential items that will sup-
port individuals and families 
during difficult times.”

PNCU remains com-
mitted to supporting organi-
zations that strengthen and 
uplift the local community. 
By partnering with Alianza, 
PNCU hopes to help provide 
essential items that support 
individuals and families as 

they transition to safety and 
stability.

Donations can be 
dropped off during normal 
business hours at the PNCU 
Front Street Branch through 
April 30, 2026.For addition-
al information about the col-
lection drive, please contact 
Shane Hall at (413) 206-0623 
or shall@pncu.com.

State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow) talks about Polish 
pride and heritage.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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HOLYOKE – A warm 
and hot day is not ideal for 
running long distances, but 
give a harrier a 40-50-degree 
day, and it’s the perfect envi-
ronment make great time.

Louis Serafini, of Cam-
bridge, experienced that as 
he completed a sub-30-min-
ute 10K in the 49th running 
of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s 
Day Road Race last Saturday 
afternoon. Serafini completed 
the hilly course throughout 
downtown Holyoke in 29:45. 
He had a great pace going, av-
eraging 4:47 a mile with thou-
sands of people cheering him 
on as he completed the course 
50 seconds ahead of the run-
ner-up.

Yankarlos Diaz was the 
second-place finisher. He 
comes from Manchester, CT. 
He completed the 6.3-mile 
course in just 30:35.

This year’s top female 
finisher was Rachel Schil-
kowsky. She comes from 
Providence, RI and placed 
12th overall. She completed 
the course at 34:03, winning 
the race for the very first time.

Among local finisher, 
Monson’s Matt Provost came 
in at 34:15. He had a pace of 
about 5:30 per mile.

According to the results 
provided by Presidential 
Timing, which took over the 
timing of the race last year, 
nearly 4,900 runners, male, 
female, and many children 
and teenagers, completed the 
10K race.

In addition to the ideal 
temperature for running, the 
day was sun-splashed and 
beautiful, making for a great 
setting for the running of the 

race, which had more than 
6,200 runners signed up.

The race included multi-
ple waves of competitors, and 
also included a beautiful ren-
dition of the National Anthem 
by a member of the Holyoke 
Grand Colleen Court, Bridie 
Bowler.

Crews in the city did an 
excellent job preparing for the 
race, getting the course pre-
pared despite a lot of snow-
fall during the past couple of 
months.

While there were plenty 
of local runners, race results 
showed individual participate 
from all over New England, 
New York, and New Jersey. 
There were even some inter-
national runners.

Last Saturday’s even 
included a fun run for chil-
dren and a walk as well that 
have been traditions in recent 
years. Prior to the race, there 
were musical performanc-
es and other entertainment 
downtown.

Perfect day for a road race:

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

The runners are off in the 49th running of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race.

Holyoke runs 49th  holiday 10K

Tyler Leahy heads for the 
finish line.

Garret Theberge, of Chicopee 
hustles toward the end.

Alexander Celetti is nearing 
the finish.

Jesse Geary completes the 
course.

Chicopee’s Nick Williams gets 
in full stride near the end.

Bay State Games 
announces new 
leadership changes

BOSTON – Bay State 
Games has announced new 
staff appointments and board 
leadership changes leading 
into the 2026 Summer Games.

Alanis Tirabassi has been 
promoted to deputy executive 
director. Alanis has been with 
Bay State Games since 2017, 
when she began as an intern 
while attending Salem State 
University. She was hired 
full-time as sports coordina-
tor in 2020 and later promot-
ed to director of operations 
before her recent promotion.

She joins Kevin Cum-
mings, who has been with the 
Bay State Games since 1984 
and has served as executive 
director since 1999, as part of 
the organization’s two-person 
full-time staff.

In addition to her role 
with Bay State Games, Ti-
rabassi serves as a committee 
chairperson for the National 
Congress of State Games. She 
also works as a consultant 
for Dave McGillivary Sports 
Enterprises and Conventures 
Events, Communications & 
Marketing.

After more than 22 years 
as chair of the Bay State 
Games Board of Directors, 
Phil Gloudemans will step 
down this spring. Under his 
leadership, Bay State Games 
has grown into one of the 
largest multi-sport nonprof-
it organizations in New En-
gland. He joined the Board of 
Directors in 1987 and he will 
continue to serve on the board 
and its executive committee.

Gloudemans is the asso-
ciate director of media rela-

tions at Boston College. Prior 
to his BC position, he held 
senior media relations roles 
at Brown University and Bos-
ton University, as well as with 
three international public re-
lations firms in Boston.

The Board of Directors 
has elected Dan Adams of 
Polsinelli PC Law Firm in 
Boston as its new board chair. 
Adams has served on the Bay 
State Games board for nearly 
20 years and is head of sports 
and entertainment at Polsinel-
li PC. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Boston College, 
a law degree from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, and an MBA 
from Harvard University.

In addition to his vol-
unteer work with Bay State 
Games, Adams serves on the 
Board of Directors of the East 
Greenbush Miracle League. 
His experience with state 
games spans decades, includ-
ing as a three-time participant 
in the Empire State Summer 
Games of New York.

Registration for the 2026 
Bay State Summer Games 
will begin in early March. 
The 2026 Summer Games 
will feature events from May 
9 through July 25 across 30 
different sports throughout 
eastern and central Massa-
chusetts.

Players from Western 
and Central Massachusetts 
schools have consistently 
participated in the Bay State 
Games during the summer, 
especially in sports like soc-
cer, field hockey, and volley-
ball.

Pair represents Chicopee in Senior All-Star Game

Dominic Garcia seeks to enter the arc.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Brody Fay makes a rush to the hoop.

Dominic Garcia takes the side approach to shoot.

Brody Fay starts his way down the court.

SPRINGFIELD 
– Last Friday night, 
the Senior All-Star 
Games took place at 
the Naismith Memo-
rial Basketball Hall 
of Fame. Holyoke 
was represented in 
one of the matchups 
by Brody Fay, who 
notched 1,000 career 
points this season. 
Dominic Garcia rep-
resented Chicopee 
High School.

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com
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FY27 LOSSES
 from page 1

The foundation budget 
number was $136,705,069 
in FY26 and $136,875,017 
for FY27, an increase of 
$169,948.

The required district 
contribution also increased 
from $36,463,911 in FY26 to 
$38,338,156 for FY27, an in-
crease of $1,874,245.

“Then we get into our 
Chapter 70 aid, and that’s 
what we’re receiving from 
the state. That’s $1,770,000. 
That is up $529,000,” Miare-
cki said.

The grand total came out 
to $2.4 million.

Miarecki said the situa-
tion is this: Chicopee is now 
a state minimum aid district. 

“We’ve always been at 
a required net school spend-
ing number, a foundation, at 
100%. I have not seen it oth-
erwise. This year, we are in-
verse, so now it’s at 101.63%. 
What this means is our foun-
dation budget, what we got 
from the state last year, is less 
than it was last year, through 
our calculation. From our en-
rollment, our low-income go-
ing down a decile. Also with 
our ML students,” Miarecki 
said. “We’ve lost that fund-
ing. So, when your state aid is 
below your number last year, 
you are a minimally-aid fund-
ed district. We are only get-
ting $75 per student. That’s 
where you see the $529,000.”

For this calculation, Mi-
arecki said the foundation 
number is taken and minus out 
the city contribution, creating 
a difference of $98,500,000 
under foundation aid, which 
is less than $100 million. 

The district cannot have 
anything under $100 million, 
leading to the $75 per student. 

“So, we are only receiv-
ing $2.4 million this year for 

this,” Miarecki said. “This 
is new to Chicopee. It is not 
new to many districts in the 
Commonwealth, but to urban 
districts it is very new.”

Miarecki said this is con-
tinually being discussed with 
state leaders and other district 
members. 

On the FY27 low-in-
come classification, Miarecki 
explained that the percentage 
is 69.34%, putting Chicopee 
in income group 10. The dis-
trict was previously in income 
group 11, which is 70 to 79%.

“We dropped about 
1.5%. We were at 70.85% last 
year,” Miarecki said. “What 
does that mean? Our low-in-
come dropped by about 217 
students.”

The difference between 
those groups, he added, was 
$1,071.97 per low-income 
student.

“So, what I did was I take 
our current students that we 
know is low-income—which 
is (4,721), I believe—multi-
ple it by that 1,071.97 and we 
get slightly over $5 million, 
If we were at decile 11 right 
now with the current low-in-
come students that we have,” 
Miarecki said. “What that 
would have done to our bud-
get because, now, we would 
have gone as a held-harmless 
district—as I just explained—
to receiving more money 
in our budget than what we 
have. So, I think I calculated 
out another $3.5 million that 
would have came to us if we 
were in that decile.”

He also calculated that 
number for every decile cat-
egory, which came out to 
$40,486,541.

“That was a couple mil-
lion higher last year, so we’ve 
gone down that much in that 
category. So, it has been a 
severe drop. It is a cliff that 
was not expected this year. 
But, it has happened,” Mi-

arecki said. “We are trying 
to address it and we’ve talk-
ed about it for the last year 
to make sure you’re well-in-
formed, our viewers out there 
are well-informed to what is 
actually going on and try to 
prepare. Does not make it any 
easier to what we’re seeing 
for numbers, but we’re trying 
to prepare and we’re trying to 
address it.”

Mayor John Vieau, the 
chair of the School Commit-
tee, said from those numbers, 
it also means $5 million is not 
coming to Chicopee due to 
the low-income decile reeval-
uation, with the district going 
under 70%.

“So, it’s very frustrating 
too, as a district, expecting 
that you’re going to be re-
ceiving $5 million more in 
funding that we will not be 
getting. So, there’s some real 
challenges ahead,” Vieau said. 

Vieau added the district 
has reached out to the Depart-
ment of Education and DESE 
through the governor’s office, 
with a meeting held recently. 
There will be meetings with 
local delegations as well. 

“Because the Student 
Opportunity Act—though it’s 
there to help communities 
like Chicopee—in this par-
ticular case, when you got, 
frankly, just over 0.7 of a per-
cent more low-income in our 
reclassification, it has now 
created this $5 million cliff 
in our budget,” Vieau said. 
“So, it’s a bit frustrating when 
we’re anticipating to receive 
that money and there’s no re-
solve other than we can try to 
do reevaluation over the next 
year and hope that, hopefully, 
recreates the statutes for the 
Student Opportunity Act and 
Chapter 70 money that some 
of this addressed. Because 
these cliffs put burdens on 
communities like Chicopee.”

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. “Bird of Paradise” 

constellation
  5. Red Sox WS winner 

Bronson
 11. Whirl
 12. The State Dept. has 

a notable one
 16. Energy, style and 

enthusiasm
 17. Part of the mind
 18. Mountainous country
 19. Type of beverage
 24. Atomic #109
 25. Opposite of falsities
 26. Female sheep
 27. Rocky peak
 28. Sensitive information 

sharing environment
 29. Ethnic group of 

Thailand
 30. Patron saint of Rome 

Philip
 31. Psychedelics
 33. Japanese pine

 34. Have an impact on
 38. Violent disorder
 39. A French river
 40. Early Mesoamerican 

civilization
 43. Messenger 

ribonucleic acid
 44. Musician Clapton
 45. Ancient Greek 

sophist
 49. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 50. Valley
 51. A way to unwind
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Recommending
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Larry and Curly’s pal
 59. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer 

(pl.)
 64. Relating to songbirds
 65. A way to assign

CLUES DOWN
  1. Some are “secret”
  2. Intestinal openings
  3. Distant planet
  4. Assembly possessing high 

legislative powers
  5. Genus of typical owls
  6. One with distinctively 

colored hair
  7. Red cross
  8. An alternative
  9. Abominable snowmen
 10. About ear
 13. The opening letters
 14. Feeling of regret
 15. Atomic #39
 20. Luteinizing hormone
 21. Atomic #55
 22. Carries a debt
 23. Albanian monetary unit
 27. Semitic abjad letter
 29. Yes
 30. Negative
 31. Earn a perfect score
 32. Connecticut

 33. Partner to cheese
 34. Snack nuts
 35. Quadruped’s body part
 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. “__, myself and I”
 40. Utah city northwest of 

Provo
 41. Football players in the 

trenches
 42. One who runs the show
 44. Wood
 45. Performing artists
 46. Slang for a cut
 47. More breathable
 48. Most crafty
 50. Provokes into action
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Sodium
 54. Large fish of the mackerel 

family
 55. Not one
 57. __ and behold
 61. Sports highlight show
 62. “The Great Lakes State”

Chicopee Public Library hosts programs for kids and families
CHICOPEE -  Each 

month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free 
programs for children, teens, 
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department provides 
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that 
promote literacy and explore 
creativity. Here is the slate of 
events for March 2026.

Crafts!  -  Mondays in 
March 4 to 5 p.m.  Stop by 
the Kids Room for arts and/or 
crafts! For kids and families 
of all ages. 

Terrific Twos  will be 
held on  Tuesday March 31 
at 10:30 a.m. Terrific Twos is 
for two- year-olds and their 
caregivers.  This program 
features about 25 minutes of 
structured circle time, fol-
lowed by about half an hour 
of semi-structured playtime. 
During circle time, we will 
sing songs, do rhymes, do 
some big movements, and 
read 1 book. The book choice 
rotates between either a read 
aloud picture book or a group 
read of a board book. Play-
time involves a choice of 
craft, activity, or play. 

Saturday Playgroup  will 
be held on  Saturdays at 1 
p.m.  in March. We›ll put out 
some extra toys in the play-
space. It›s a great time for 
families with kids of all ages 
to meet up and play.

Teens
Visit the library after 

school and enjoy the Teen 
Space with friends! We’ve got 
board games, puzzles, the li-
brary’s Switch, and coloring 
to enjoy. 

Friday Teen Hang
Join us every Friday after 

school  in the Teen Space for 
some games and crafts! We›ll 
have the Nintendo Switch 
available to play, coloring 
pages and paper to doodle, 
and more!

Teens are invited to join 

us at LEGO, Sewing Club, 
and Monday Crafts.

Visit the library web-
site for more info about 
all of the library’s events! 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org

April
CHICOPEE -  Each 

month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free 
programs for children, teens, 
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department provides 
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that 
promote literacy and explore 
creativity. Here is the slate of 
events for April 2026.

Storytime  will be held 
on  Thursdays, April 2, 16 
and 30 at 10:30 a.m.  Story-
time is for children ages 3-5. 
This program features about 
30 minutes of structured cir-
cle time, followed by 15-30 
minutes of a craft or activity. 
Circle time will include 2-3 
read aloud books, rhymes, 
songs, and felt boards. Chil-
dren will be encouraged to 
ask and answer simple ques-
tions and recognize things 
like shapes, colors, letters, 
and numbers. No registration 
required.

Build with LEGO
 On Thursday, April 2 at 

4 p.m. We bring the LEGOs, 
you bring the ideas! Unstruc-
tured building time for kids 
ages 6 and up, no registration 
required.

The Holyoke Chicop-
ee CFCE will facilitate 
a  School Readiness Play-
group on Thursdays from 4 to 
5 p.m., April 2 - May 7. Chil-
dren ages 3-5 are invited to 
meet new friends and practice 
school readiness skills with 
a kit from the Boston Chil-
dren’s Museum. 

Sensory Play Satur-
day will be held on Saturday, 
April 4 at 9:30 a.m. Come let 
your babies socialize and ex-

plore sensory play! We will 
have our play area set up with 
some sensory activities and 
other play opportunities. For 
babies 0-24 months and their 
caregivers, no registration re-
quired.

Saturday Playgroup  will 
be held on  Saturdays at 1 
p.m.  in April. We’ll put out 
some extra toys in the plays-
pace. It’s a great time for fam-
ilies with kids of all ages to 
meet up and play, no registra-
tion required. No playgroup 
on April 25. Come to a Mini 
Circus Show instead!

Monday Crafts  will be 
held on  April 6, 13 and 27 
at 4 p.m.  Different projects 
each week. April 27 will be a 
rock painting project, outside 
weather permitting.

Terrific Twos will be held 
on Tuesdays, April 14 and 28 
at 10:30 a.m. Terrific Twos is 
for two- year-olds and their 
caregivers.  This program 
features about 25 minutes of 
structured circle time, fol-
lowed by about half an hour 
of semi-structured playtime. 
During circle time, we will 
sing songs, do rhymes, do 
some big movements, and 
read one book. The book 
choice rotates between either 
a read aloud picture book or 
a group read of a board book. 
Playtime involves a choice of 
craft, activity, or play. No reg-
istration required.

The  Kids Room Sewing 
Club  will meet on  Wednes-
day, April 15, from 3:30 to 
5 p.m.  Learn basic stitches 
and practice skills by making 
fun projects. Recommended 
for ages 6 and up. Kids who 
are not familiar with using a 
needle and thread should at-
tend with an adult. Teens are 
welcome, no registration re-
quired.

The library  Homeschool 
Meetup  will be on  Friday, 
April 17 at 11 a.m.  This 
group meets once a month 
September - June for home-

schooling families with kids 
of all ages to hang out, do 
activities and learn together. 
This month we’re celebrating 
Poetry Month. Bring a poem 
in your pocket to share with 
the group.

April School Vacation Week 
The library will be cele-

brating 30 years of Pokémon 
with a  Pokémon Par-
ty on Tuesday, April 21 at 3 
p.m.! There will be exciting, 
Pokémon-themed activities 
for all ages, and everyone is 
welcome to stop by at any 
point during the event. Can’t 
make it to the party, or just 
want even more Pokémon? 
There will be a special scav-
enger hunt around the Chil-
dren’s Room all week long!

The library will host 
a  Big Kid Dance Par-
ty  on  Wednesday, April 22 
at 10:30 am.  A bit like our 
regularly scheduled Little 
Kid Dance Party, but geared 
specifically towards elemen-
tary age kids. We’ll sing and 
dance and get out the rhythm 
sticks. Caregivers and young-
er kids are welcome, no regis-
tration required.

The library will host 
a  Mess-tival  on  Wednesday, 
April 22 at 2:30 p.m.  Join 
us outside for a messy party! 
We will be exploring lots of 
different ways to get messy, 
from water to sensory ta-
bles and more! Dress to get 
messy!! For all ages, no reg-
istration required.

The library will have Bin-
go for Books on Wednesday, 
April 22 at 6 p.m. Play a few 
rounds of bingo and win the 
best prize: books! For kids 
and families of all ages, no 
registration required. 

On  Thursday, April 23 
from 10 a.m. to Noon, Ferma-
ta Arts Foundation will host 
a  Global Art Exchange  be-
tween  Kharkiv, Ukraine and 
Chicopee, MA geared to-
wards students in grades 4 & 

5. Let’s Build a Roof Over the 
World: What happens when 
the animals move north? 
An art exchange between 
Kharkiv, Ukraine and Chi-
copee, MA. For 4th and 5th 
graders. Students will partic-
ipate in a Zoom meeting with 
a virtual tour by the students 
in Kharkiv, Ukraine. Stu-
dents will create an art piece 
inspired by the drawings 
they like most that Fermata 
Arts Foundation will send to 
Kharkiv, Ukraine. Hosted by 
Fermata Arts Foundation. 

This program is support-
ed by a grant from Chicop-
ee Cultural Council, a local 
agency, which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Get your little groove 
on at a Baby Rave on Friday, 
April 24 at 11 a.m.  Join us 
for a baby dance party with 
lights, glowsticks, scarves, 
shakers and, of course, music! 
Recommended for kids ages 
0-2, no registration required.

Help create a  Commu-
nity Craft: Cardboard King-
dom  on  Friday, April 24 at 
12:30 p.m. 

Stop by the Activity 
Room anytime after 12:30pm 
to create a cardboard creation 
for display! For kids and fam-
ilies of all ages, no registra-
tion required.

The library will host 
a  Mini  Circus Show  for all 
ages by Small But Mighty 
on  Saturday, April 25 at 1 
p.m. The show includes ae-
rial silks, hula hoop acrobat-
ics, aerial hoop, and a fun 
interactive segment to teach 
the audience hula hoop tricks 
and other ground skills. The 
show will be outside, weath-
er permitting. No registration 
required.

This program is funded 
in part by a grant from the 
Chicopee Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Celebrate Poetry Month 
on  Wednesday, April 29 at 
4 p.m.,  Read Poetry to a 
Dog!  Pediatric therapy dog 
Lena will be all ears while 
kids practice reading poems 
aloud. Bring a poem, or pick 
one when you arrive. No reg-
istration required.

Programs for Teens
Friday Teen Hang. Join 

us every Friday after school in 
the Teen Space for some 
games and crafts! We’ll have 
the Nintendo Switch available 
to play, coloring pages and 
paper to doodle, and more!

Join us for  Anime 
Club on Wednesday, April 29 
at 3 p.m. to celebrate the pre-
mier of the highly anticipated 
anime adaptation of Witch 
Hat Atelier! Whether you’re 
already a fan of the series, or 
have yet to check it out, we’ll 
be showing off what makes 
this fantasy series unique and 
even getting to practice some 
of the magic showcased in the 
series!

Girls Who Code Work-
shop Series every other Satur-
day, beginning April 11. 

April 11 and 25, May 9 
and 23, June 6 and 20, 1 to 3 
p.m. in the Computer Lab.

Girls Who Code is ded-
icated to increasing gender 
equality in the tech field. In 
this workshop series taught 
by local cybersecurity analyst 
Alexandria Rosado, girls in 
grades 9-12 will learn about 
AI, Coding and Cybersecuri-
ty in a fun environment with 
peers. 

Sign up by going to 
clubs-hq.girlswhocode.com/
login and sign up for an ac-
count on the Girls Who Code 
website and then join our club 
with this code: MA67606

Visit the library website 
for more info about all of the 
library’s events at www.chi-
copeepubliclibrary.org.

P:EASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0572EA
Estate of: 

Joseph C. Asante
Date of Death: 

December 15, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Kent Asante 
Wennerstrom of Stockholm, 
SO. 

Kent Asante Wennerstrom 
of Stockholm, SO has been in-
formally appointed as the Person-
al Representative of the estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
03/27/2026 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0632EA
Estate of: 

Donald Oza Champigny 
Date of Death: 01/29/2026
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Kurt D. LaPlante 
of Chicopee, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Kurt D. LaPlante of Chicopee, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 04/22/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court, Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Hon. Clau-
dine T. Stoudemire, First Justice 
of this Court.
Date: March 25, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

03/27/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD21P1480GD
In the interests of: 

Eleanor Davio 
of Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION TO EXPAND 

THE POWERS OF
A GUARDIAN

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Chicopee Rehab & Nursing 
Center of Chicopee, MA in the 
above captioned matter request-
ing that the court:

Expand the powers of a 
Guardian of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that the 
powers of the Guardian should 
be expanded, modified, or limit-
ed since the time of the appoint-
ment. The original petition is on 
file with the court.

You have the right to object 

to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
04/17/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: March 13, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/27/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on March 27th 
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2005 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM66515A076000
Alvarezsusana, D A
2143 Amsterdam Ave. #6
New York City, NY 10032	

2014 Ford Fuision 
VIN: 3FA6P0K92ER116069
Carlos Rodrigues
5 Loring St., Apt. 1
Hudson, MA 01749	

2013 Chevrolet Equinox 
VIN: 2GNFLCEK4D6217939
Anthony Ellcock
71 Ruth St., Apt. 1 E 
New Bedford, MA 02744	

2006 Mercedes E 350 
VIN: WDBUF87J76X204645
Francisca Cruz
485 Mill St.
New Bedford, MA 02740	

2006 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM56766A120277
Terrian Mitchell
19 Lawndale St.

Chicopee, MA 01013

2005 Honda CRV 
VIN: SHSRD78925U322034
Julius Williams
2056 Palmer Ave., Apt. 2l
Three Rivers, MA 01080

2009 Ford Escape 
VIN: 1FMCU94GX9KC33670
Fabio Tadeu Pereira
64 Stewart St.
Bristol, CT 06010
03/13, 03/20, 03/27/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on April 10th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2015 Jeep Patriot 
VIN: 1C4NJPBA6FD358304
William Banfill
434 Church St., Apt. 18
Whitinsville, MA 01588

2004 Wildcat 5th Wheel Camper  
VIN: 4X4FWCD244V009048
William Sanches
108 Colton St.
Springfield, MA 01109

2019 Nissan Rogue 
VIN: JN1BJ1CR8KW630017
Dorreth Thomas Campbell
949 Liberty St., Apt. 2
Springfield, MA 01104	

2008 Hyundai Accent 
VIN: KMHCM36C58U055760
Yzian Advier Sanchez-Crespo
254 Oak St., Fl. #1
New Britain, CT 06051	

2016 Subaru Impreza
VIN: JF1GPAB6XG8209362
Gina Lavallee
78 Kennedy Rd.
West Brookfield, MA 01585

2010 Acura TSX 
VIN: JH4CU2F62AC011542
Leroy Goldsbary
136 Pine St. 
West Springfield, MA 01089	

2004 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN: 2G1WP521449460047
Gabrielle Demers
35 Worthen St. 
West Springfield, MA 01089

2005 Dodge Durango 
VIN: 1D4HB38N45F600266
Daniel Griffin 
202 Bradford St.
Pittsfield, MA 01201

2006 Chrysler 300
VIN: 2C3KA43R96H212587
Nehemiah Harper
13 Hawthorn St.
Springfield, MA 01105	

2014 Cadillac Ats 
VIN: 1G6AJ5SX0E0174587
Scott Joubert
1517 Memorial Dr.
Chicopee, MA 01020 
03/27, 04/03, 04/10/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by Inter-
state Towing, Inc.   pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on April 3rd, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2006 Toyota Corolla 
VIN: 2T1BR30EX6C597152
Tiffany Perry
307 Winthrop Ave. 1
New Haven, Ct 06511	

2006 Acura TSX 
VIN: JH4CL96866C031197
Hector Rivera
179 Pearl St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

Snow Mobile Trailer 
VIN: 5KTSC1217XP013051
Timothy Ormsby
136 Squassick Rd
West Springfield, Ma 01089

2008 Infiniti G35
VIN: JNKBV61F48M264227
Boulevard Auto LLC
309 Wisconsin Ave. 13
Whitefish, MT 59937

2007 Nissan Versa
VIN: 3N1BC13E67L442844
Steeve Marcellus
78 Belmont Ave Apt 3r
Springfield, Ma 01108
03/20, 03/27, 04/03/2026

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – 
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A 
DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING

Project Description: 
Chicopee – 

Hugh Scott Streiber 
Elementary School 

Improvements (SRTS) 
Project File No. 612079

A Design Public Hearing will 
be held to present the design for 
the proposed project in Chicop-
ee, MA.

WHERE: Streiber Memorial 
School, Cafeteria

40 Streiber Drive
Chicopee, MA 01020
WHEN: Tuesday,
March 31, 2026 @ 6:00pm
PURPOSE: The purpose of 

this hearing is to provide the 
public with the opportunity to 
become fully acquainted with the 
proposed project.  All views and 
comments submitted in response 
to the hearing will be reviewed 
and considered to the maximum 
extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed 
project consists of installing 
new sidewalks and replacing 
existing sidewalks as well as 
improved crosswalks that will 
improve connectivity to Hugh 
Scott Streiber Memorial School 

along Telegraph Avenue (from 
Prospect Street to the school), 
Streiber Drive (from Memorial 
Drive to the school), along Chi-
copee Housing Authority from 
Debra Drive to Streiber Drive, on 
Irene Court (from Irene Street) 
connecting to the school, and 
along the front of the school.

A secure right-of-way is nec-
essary for this project. Acqui-
sitions in fee and permanent or 
temporary easements may be 
required. The city is responsible 
for acquiring all needed rights 
in private or public lands. Mass-
DOT’s policy concerning land 
acquisitions will be presented in 
the hearing.

Project inquiries, written state-
ments and other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed undertaking 
may be submitted to Carrie E. 
Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer, 
via e-mail to MassDOTProject
Management@dot.state.ma.us 
or via US Mail to Suite 7550, 10 
Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116, 
Attention: Project Management, 
Project File No. 612079. State-
ments and exhibits intended for 
inclusion in the public hearing 
transcript must be emailed or 
postmarked no later than ten (10) 
business days (14 calendar days) 
after the hearing is hosted on the 
MassDOT website listed below.  

This hearing is accessible to 
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides  reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language 
assistance free of charge  upon 
request (e.g interpreters in Amer-
ican Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English, live 
captioning, videos, assistive lis-
tening devices and alternate ma-
terial formats), as available.  For 
accommodation or  language 
assistance, please contact Mass-
DOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil 
Rights Officer by phone (857-
368-8580), TTD/TTY at (857) 
266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602 
or by email (MassDOT.Civil
Rights@dot.state.ma.us). Re-
quests should be made as soon as 
possible and prior to the hearing, 
and for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-language, 
CART or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should be 
made at least ten business days 
before the hearing.  

In case of inclement weather, 
a cancellation announcement 
will be posted on the internet 
at https://www.mass.gov/orgs/
highway-division/events.

 JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

 CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
CHIEF ENGINEER

03/20, 03/27/2026

$218,000 if you file your in-
come tax as “married/jointly.” 
And the IRMAA supplements 
are “progressive” (higher if 
your AGI is more), so if your 
Medicare premiums went up 
by about $400 about twice the 
2026 standard premium, it’s 
likely that your 2024 AGI was 
over $137,000 if you filed as a 
single or over $274,000 if you 
filed as “married/jointly. FYI, 
you can see the 2026 IRMAA 
brackets/premium amounts at 
this link:  www.ssa.gov/ben-
efits/medicare/medicare-pre-

miums.html     
A couple of additional 

points:  
Your Medicare premi-

ums will, indeed, revert to the 
standard amounts for 2027, if 
your 2025 AGI amount is un-
der the IRMAA threshold for 
your tax filing status. 

There is no premium for 
Medicare Part A, which is 
coverage for inpatient hospi-
talization care, because you 
are receiving Social Securi-
ty benefits. However, there 
is a premium for Part B of 
Medicare (which is cover-
age for outpatient medical 
services) and you must also 

separately pay a premium for 
Part D, which is coverage for 
prescription drugs offered by 
private insurers. And these 
IRMAA supplements apply 
even if you have a Medicare 
Advantage plan from a pri-
vate insurer.  

Unfortunately, your only 
“recourse” is, as SSA sug-
gested, to appeal the IRMAA 
supplement, but that is usual-
ly successful only if you can 
prove you had a “life chang-
ing event,” which caused (or 
will cause) your AGI to be 
less than that used to deter-
mine your IRMAA surcharge.  
Your best option at this point 

will likely be to appeal using 
a “Request for Reconsider-
ation” (Form SSA-561) ask-
ing that your 2026 Medicare 
premium be based on a recent 
year’s (e.g., 2025) lower in-
come.     

Finally, IRMAA isn’t 
really a new thing – it was 
enacted in 2003, effective in 
2007. But it does have a pro-
found effect on many seniors, 
as I explained in this article I 
recently published on the top-
ic: https://amacfoundation.
org/irmaa-a-medicare-sur-
prise/. 

SOCIAL SECURITY
 from page 4

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF NEW ENGLAND.
Grease trap pumping business. Ninety cus-
tomers, two pump trucks. 

Call Les 413-297-1513.

MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING, 
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite 
surface plates, red head spindles and 
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34 
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-
543-1227.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no 
project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 

trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING

Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE 
All phases of tree care.

Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

BOATS
17’ STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT. 
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor. 
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000. 
Vern 413-539-2846.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for 
a part-time Program Assistant for 
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North 
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to 
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

LAND WANTED
Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased 
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 | 
founder@rainbow-meadow.org

WANTED JUNK REMOVALJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Advertise your home improvement 
services in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Advertise your 
home improvement 

services in our classifieds.
We get results!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing

Spring is Here!


