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District Governor visits Rotary Glub

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Ro-
tary Club of Chicopee wel-
comed District Governor
April Beston on March 24,
where newer members of the
club also received their Rota-
ry pins at the meeting.

The members who re-
ceived Rotary pins were
Eugene Lapierre, Katherine
Lockridge, Kate Riley, Sec-
retary Chelsea Parker, Mayor
John Vieau, Vice President
Scott Channell and Lou Ara-
sate.

President Fred Borys
shared these remarks after
the members received their
pins.

“To our newest mem-
bers, today we formally ad-
mit you into the membership
of the Rotary Club of Chi-
copee and to the friendship
of Rotary throughout the
world. Your qualifications
were reviewed in accordance
with our club’s constitution
and bylaws and they were
accepted. It has already been
explained to you that the ide-
al of Rotary is service. Our
principal motto is service
above self and the object
of this club and all Rotary
Clubs is to encourage and
foster the ideal as a basis of
worthy enterprise. You are
to share in this effort,” Bo-
rys said. “You have been
approved for membership in
this club because we believe
you to be a worthy represen-
tative of your vocation, inter-
ested in the ideals of Rotary
and willing to do your share
in translating those ideals
into action. You have agreed
to accept the obligations of
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Governor April Beston visited the Rotary Club of Chicopee on March 24, also taking this photo

with President Fred Borys.

membership into this club
and to obey the club’s consti-
tution and bylaws. Just hope
that you will wear your new
pins with pride.”

Arasate and John Arthur
also received Avenues of Ser-
vice Awards, which Beston
presented.

“These are presented
to worthy Rotarians recom-
mended by a president and
approved by the district for
service in one of the five av-
enues of service and those
are vocational service, club
service, community service,
youth service (and interna-
tional service),” Beston said.

During her visit, Beston
discussed membership, not-
ing the Chicopee contingent

has ““a thriving club.”

“We want to have every-
one to be a part of Rotary. As
I always say, if you have a
heart for service, that makes
you a Rotarian. So, we are
working behind the scenes to
help you out,” Beston said.

Another topic was mar-
keting.

“We do have a Market-
ing Committee for the first
time this year, led by Heath-
er Pantano, who is a current
assistant governor and had
been for many years before
this year as well, so she’s
been a great asset to the
district,” Beston said. “And
we’re working on several
things to get the name of Ro-
tary out there, because what

do they always say? Rotary
is the best-kept secret out
there, right? We don’t want
it to be a secret. We have a
large footprint—geograph-
ically—and we want more
people to be part of the excit-
ing things we do.”

The initiatives the mar-
keting team 1is currently
working on, Beston added,
include yard signs with a QR
code and getting on social
media and doing advertising.

Another goal is by the
end of this year, to let people
know Rotary is here and a
service organization.

“We want people to

See DISTRICT
GOVERNOR page 5
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2026 Potentate Matthew Herman, Chief Rabban Rob Aubin, and
Assistant Rabban Dave Wolanin at the 2026 Easter Feztival on

March 29.

Melha Shriners hosts
Annual Easter Feztival

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — On March
28 and 29, at the new Melha
Shriners center in Chicopee,
the Melha Shriners hosted
their Third Annual Easter
Feztival event.

All proceeds from the
Easter Feztival go direct-
ly towards Melha Shriners.
This allows them to use that
money to benefit their organi-
zation so they can do all the
fundraising work they do for
Shriners Children’s Hospital.

The 2026 potentate,
Matthew Herman, explained
that this event is a great ex-
ample of a fun fundraiser. By
making fundraisers into com-
munity events, they are able
to make more profit and ulti-
mately raise more money for
Shriners Children’s Hospital,
whilst also giving back to the
community.

“That was the one thing
we wanted to do this year, is

now that we’re here in our
new home, try to get the com-
munity, our neighbors, try to
get them more involved, try
to get them in here,” Herman
said.

Wendy Cote, the chair-
person for the Easter Feztival,
was also the first lady for the
organization in 2024.

“So, my husband was
potentate in 2024, and he
and I started this. We want-
ed to do a fun fundraiser for
Melha Shriners, and we had
seen another shrine center
do it with success up in New
Hampshire, and we decided
to try doing it ourselves. We
asked each of the units to do-
nate. We asked the women’s
organizations that are associ-
ated with the Masonic back-
ground,” Cote said.

Cote was also thrilled
with the community support.

“Honestly, I just asked
friends. My goal, the first

See SHRINERS page 5

Vietnam Vets honored at
remembrance ceremony

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The com-
munity gathered at the senior
center on March 30 to re-
member and honor the city’s
Vietnam Veterans during this
year’s Vietnam Veterans Day
Remembrance ceremony.

National Vietnam Veter-
ans Remembrance Day is of-
ficially recognized on March

The ceremony included
remarks from Mayor John
Vieau, State Rep. Shirley
Arriaga (D-Chicopee), State
Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Lud-
low), RiverMills Senior Cen-
ter Executive Director Sherry
Manyak, Friends of River-
Mills President Mike Wilk,
the invocation led by Frank
Kolek, American Legion Post
353 Chaplain, the Nation-
al Anthem sung by Vietnam
Veterans of America Chapter
111 Board of Directors Lar-
ry White—who also shared
a poem later on—the POW/
MIA Table ceremony led by
John Beaulieu, a member of
the Veterans Advisory Board,
the posting of the colors by
the Chicopee High School
Air Force Junior ROTC and
a military tribute song by The
Earls.

Al Picard, president of
the Veterans Advisory Board,
Vietnam Vet and member of
The Earls, served as emcee.

Following this, a candle-
lighting ceremony led by the
Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 111 took place to re-
member the 15 fallen veter-
ans from Chicopee who never
made it home.

Each Veteran in atten-

dance also received a special
American Eagle 250th birth-
day pin. Also, a raffle for a
$100 Big Y gift card for a
Veteran.

Vieau reflected on the
15 fallen veterans, who are
also remembered in a Candle-
light Ceremony at Vietnam
Veterans’ Memorial Park on
Chicopee Street every Sun-
day evening before Memorial
Day.

“Some of those names
just resonate with everyone
in the room, like Stefanik,
Jablonski,” Vieau said. “As
you sit there and think of
the ultimate sacrifice made
by those who served and the
dates of 1961 to 1975. Cer-
tainly a time of country di-
vided like we experience here
today, and I couldn’t think of
any other way than to have
a ceremony like today to
welcome home the Vietnam
Veterans who proudly served
our country and made that
sacrifice, so gentlemen, thank
you. Thank you for your ser-
vice and on behalf of the city,
I’'m here to say, officially, like
we’ve done for six years—
this is the sixth anniversary of
doing this ceremony—and I
want to say welcome home.”

Oliveira noted how
the Vietnam Veterans “did
not get the welcome” they

should have when they re-
turned home, emphasizing
the story State Sen. John Ve-
lis (D-Westfield) shares every
year around this time about
his return from deployment
in 2018, where many Viet-
nam Veterans welcomed him
home.

“Vietnam Veterans didn’t

See VIETNAM VETS
page 9

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE

WEST SPRINGFIELD/
— A histor-
ic moment transpired from

within the Olympia Ice Cen-
ter on March 28 as the 10th
Annual ‘Battle of the Badg-

es’ took place.
The annual

friendly
hockey matchup between

the CFD and CPD drew the
attention of nearly 400 peo-
ple, consisting of close fam-
ily, friends, local dignitaries,
long-time first-responder
supporters and even the 2026

l

A group photo of the CPD.
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The 2026 Group Team Photo of the Chicopee Fire and Police Department members who took part in this year’s Battle of the Badges.

Battle of the Badges unites the community

Chicopee Colleen Charlotte
Rae Fields andw her court,
who also made an appear-
ance.

The highlight for many,
also, was the various posters
showing sportsmanship for
both teams placed all around
the rink, designed by the
youngest of fans.

And this year, the fire
department earned some
bragging rights with a thrill-
ing 9-6 victory over the
police department, solidi-
fying a three-peat dynasty;
something Team Captain
and Firefighter John James
reflected on during the post-
game, while promoting good
sportsmanship, and express-
ing that everyone is a winner
today.

“We have officially hit
the 10-year mark now, and I
want to add we had some de-
feats in the past, but it’s also
great to know we three-peat-

See BATTLE OF
BADAGES page 8
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Polish Center hosts Pisanki Easter Egg Workshops

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — The Pol-
ish Center of Discovery and
Learning (PCDL) hosted two
Pisanki Easter Egg Work-
shops on March 21.

Discussing the impor-
tance of the workshops and
revealing a little bit about
how it came together was
PCDL Education Committee
Chairperson Jean Jonker.

“We felt, given the sea-
son with Easter around the
corner, that what better thing
to do than Pisanki. So, I
reached out, and I found Su-
san Urban, who has done pri-
or classes at the Springfield
Public Library, and she said
yes,” Jonker said. “So, we
then created the poster, we
got everything all arranged,
and so we scheduled one ses-
sion, but the response was
more than we expected, and
we had to set up a second.”

The workshops were
run by Urban, a Polish Folk
Art Artist who used to be a
teacher and specializes in wy-
cinanki (traditional Polish pa-
per-cutting) and other cultural
crafts, such as pisanki (Easter
eggs), and folk history. Urban
prides herself on incorporat-
ing international influences
into her intricate designs, as
she continues to preserve the
importance of timeless Polish
traditions while instilling her
timeless knowledge into the
next generation and all those
who partake in her craft class-
es.

The first class consisted
of close to 40 college students
who came from out of state,
hailing from Quinnipiac Uni-
versity, earlier in the morn-
ing, and were greeted with a
private tour of the museum,
along with an instructional
course on how to make au-
thentic style Pisanki eggs, led
by Urban. In addition, the stu-
dents and their professor took
a picture outside in front of
the building and left feeling
everything was incredible,
and with some sharing they
are looking forward to return-
ing.

The second class trans-
pired in the afternoon and
featured close to 50, so in
total 90 were in attendance
throughout the day, and it was
standing room only during
both sessions, but it was clear
that a ton of excitement was
generated throughout the
building.

Jonker added that the
center is already looking to-
wards the future, noting they
are considering a two-day
process, given the influx of
signups.
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Sylvia Kuczek carrying the wooden Pisanki, which was handed
out at the end of the workshops.

How to do Pisanki

Reflecting on the work-
shop was Urban herself, who
felt the event was an overall
success.

“I thought today went
very well. We had all the ma-
terials organized, and I was
able to get around to every-
one, so I thought it went well,
and I think people enjoyed it,
and understood the process a
little bit more after doing it,
because it can be a bit hard
to process how everything
comes together in your head
when you add each color to
the wax,” Urban said.

Urban then explained the
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process of how Pisanki is per-
formed.

“The word Pisanki is ac-
tually derived from the Pol-
ish verb pisa¢ (“to write”),
so we were actually writing
a design with melted wax,”
Urban said. “So, we start by
sketching designs on a clean,
raw egg with pencil, then use
a kistka(applicator) to apply
hot beeswax, covering areas
to remain white.”

Upon observation, the
process then shifted to par-
ticipants dyeing the egg from
lightest to darkest (yellow, or-
ange, red, black), and putting
wax over the colors between
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A basket full of wooden Pisanki that the museum came into

contact with.

baths to preserve them. From
there, you would then go on
to the scratching (Skrobanki)
phase, where the eggs were
then dyed a solid dark color,
and a sharp tool was used to
scratch a design onto the sur-
face.

Finally, you would then
melt the wax off over a can-
dle, which was repeated for
multiple colors, with the wax
being removed last to reveal
the colorful design.

Timeless traditions

are still going strong

Urban explained it’s a
tradition that many contin-
ue to use, and it started out a
long time ago.

“I feel this is an interest-
ing craft that has been passed
down for multiple genera-
tions. For example, you have
to think about when a hen lays
an egg, it’s a sign of new life
and resurrection, so the farm-
ers back in the old days used
all the materials on their farm
to make crafts, and so they
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taught their children and so it
went from one generation to
the next,” Urban said.

Something that Jonker
discussed as well.

“I remember as a child
doing it the old-fashioned
way with a pencil and a pin,
so for me it’s fascinating to
watch Sue follow the correct
method, and I thought every-
thing was great, and so people
are happy, and it was a great
event,” Jonker said.

Urban also explained that

YRA

there was various meaning to
the colors and designs select-
ed and placed upon the eggs.
For example, white represents
purity, yellow for youth and
love, green for fertility, red
for joy and life, and black for
eternity.

Floral patterns symbolize
life and nature, while geomet-
ric shapes often represent the
sun or the cosmos. The eggs
have been passed along to
some as cherished gifts and to
others as cultural symbols of
the spring season.

Olen Bielski III, the
center’s director of business
development also showed a
Pisanki exhibit that featured
a plethora of designs, includ-
ing one of the biggest Pisanki
displays being an ostrich egg,
that caught the attention of
many, along with some wood-
en ones that featured immac-
ulate designs, that many in
attendance used as reference
and walked away with some
outstanding creations as well.

Jonker offered insight
into why the PCDL matters
and how many feel the mu-
seum has found a newfound
sense of credibility in this
modern era.

“Well you know Olen(-
Bielski), and Ken Lemanski
and several others of the board
have worked very hard to get
the Polish Center’s name out
there, and now people are
now being made aware of it,
and I feel programs like today
will help further that cause,
but what I really like is seeing
the level of high engagement
from younger generations
taking note in a meaningful
way, and it’s great to see all
ages of all racial and ethnic
backgrounds taking and inter-
est and finding a sense of pur-
pose in our exhibit and Polish
heritage as a whole,” Jonker
said.

The Polish Center of
Discovery and Learning is
always open Monday through
Friday, from the hours of 1
to 5 p.m. and tours can be
booked by calling 860-508-
8868, 413-537-1732, or 413-
885-1909.

Debra Lemanski-Couture, sister of PCDL Board Member Kenneth
Lemanski showing off her Pisanki she just made.

Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee
to hold Designer Bingo event

CHICOPEE - The Boys
& Girls Club of Chicopee
will hold their Designer Bin-
go event, presented by Peo-
plesBank, on Saturday, May
9 at the Chicopee Elks Lodge
#1849 431 Granby Rd, Chi-
copee, MA 01013.

Doors will open at Noon
and games begin at 1:30 p.m.
Admission is a donation of
$30 pp or $25 pp if you have
a table of eight and includes
10 games for a chance to win
a designer bag.

Attendees can enjoy
lunch for a fee from Noon

to 1:30 p.m, cash bar, raffle
prizes and a special raffle fea-
turing a Louis Vuitton, which
you must be present at the
event to win. For more infor-
mation and to join in the fun,
check out www.bgcchicopee.
org.

About the Boys & Girls Club
of Chicopee

Our mission is to enable
all young people, especially
those who need us most, to
reach their full potential as
productive, caring, responsi-
ble citizens.
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Polish National Credit Union host 4th annual luncheon

Invites surrounding
community members
to celebrate

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW — On Mar.
24, the Polish National Credit
Union held their 4th annual
St. Joseph’s Day luncheon at
the Polish American Citizens
Club that brought together
community leaders, members,
and local partners to celebrate
Polish heritage, faith, family,
and spirit. The lunch served
was a traditional Polish cui-
sine catered by Bernat’s Pol-
ish Deli, based in Chicopee,
and featured several speakers
throughout the day.

The main host was AVP,
Area Manager at Polish Na-
tional Credit Union Zaneta
Grasakis with Member Ser-
vice Representative and Pol-
ish Miss Massachusetts 2026
Dominika Jasinska, opening
prayer by Father Twohig, and
guest speakers ranging from
State Senator Jake Olivei-
ra and Vice Consul Wiktor
Cicheki, Consulate General of
the Republic of Poland in New
York. The keynote speaker
was locally known business
owner of MMK Virtual Solu-
tions Magdalena Kaflinska.
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The City of Chicopee was represented by officers from the CPD and CFD, like the Fire Chief Daniel

Stamborski

Beginning her career at
the bank in her senior year of
high school, Grasakis said her
career spans over 20 years,
“I love it here! 1 grew up in
Chicopee, the heart of Polish
people, and I currently live in
Ludlow.

We have seven branch-
es in Western Mass, and our
closest one is in Wilbraham,
right over the bridge, and
Ludlow holds a special place
in my heart. It’s my adopted
hometown.

I immigrated to the Unit-
ed States from Poland when I

was five years old and went
to Saint Stanislaus School
from first to eighth grade and
then went to Chicopee High
School. Chicopee has been
a central location for a lot of
immigrants that came from
Poland, the factory workers,
and I think that it’s a great
city and full of traditions and
heritage,” said Grasakis.
When asked about the
plannings of this luncheon,
Grasakis shared that PNCU
CEO James Kelly encouraged
the staff to celebrate the cul-
ture, heritage, and traditions.

“He gave me the opportunity
to host the luncheon, which
Saint Joseph is the patron of
Poland, and we celebrate that
every year on Mar. 19.

This is now our fourth
annual luncheon where we
invite local business owners,
entrepreneurs, non-profit or-
ganizations, police and fire
departments, teachers; bring-
ing our Polish roots together
and celebrating the hard work
of first, second, or third gen-
eration immigrants. It’s about
celebrating the success and
achievement of Polish people.
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Polish Miss Massachusetts 2026 Dominika Jasinska represented
the Commonwealth at Miss Polish America national competition,
who shared that her mom is her biggest supporter and is proud
to represent Poland in her community.

Every year we try to out-
do ourselves, it’s definitely
growing with the number of
people in attendance. I just
look forward to meeting new
guests and faces; our lists
keep growing every year!

In collaboration with
the Polish American Citizens
Club, Club President John Di-
otalevi, he and his team have
been amazing. Helping us and
doing everything they can to
make this lunch a success,

this being my new adopted
hometown, I’'m really proud
to have a PACC here in Lud-
low, I am a member!

It’s important to have
our younger generations join
these clubs and organiza-
tions, to keep these traditions
alive for generations to come.
Thank you to my husband and
my kids, to the committee,
and the employees that came
together to create this event,”
said Grasakis.

Chicopee Chamber hosts Business
Expo at Castle of Knights April 7

CHICOPEE -  The
Greater Chicopee Cham-
ber of Commerce hosts the
Chicopee Business Expo on
Tuesday, April 7, from 4 to 7
p-m., bringing together local
businesses and community
members for an evening of
networking, discovery, and
connection.

The event provides an
opportunity for attendees to
explore a wide range of lo-
cal products and services,
meet business owners, and
strengthen relationships with-
in Chicopee’s business com-
munity. The expo also marks
the return of a regional table-
top-style showcase that re-
curred annually until 2019.

“This event is all about
visibility and connection,”
said Chamber Executive Di-
rector Melissa Breor. “It cre-
ates a space where businesses
can showcase what they do,
build new relationships, and
engage directly with the com-
munity.”

The Chamber invites
residents, professionals, and
fellow businesses to attend
and connect with over 50 lo-
cal businesses. Guests will
be encouraged to play a Bin-
go-style game to enter the
door prize raffle.

The Expo takes place at
the Castle of Knights from 4
to 7 p.m. and is open to the
public.

For more information,
please visit Eventbrite or con-
tact the Chicopee Chamber of
Commerce at 413-594-2101.

Participating Businesses:
Presenting Sponsor Chicop-
ee Electric Light Presenting
Sponsor PeoplesBank Pre-
senting Sponsor WWLP-
22News Supporting Spon-
sor Brian Nicks Production
Supporting  Sponsor  The
Republican 450Banquets Ac-
cess Care Partners Beaulieu
Home Improvement, Inc. Bk
Investments Hotels Boys &
Girls Club of Chicopee, Inc.
Cambridge Credit Counseling
Castle of Knights CHH En-
graving, Inc. Chicopee Child
Development Center Chicop-
ee Industrial Contractors, Inc.
City of Chicopee Planning
Department CJC Creative
CMG Home Loans Common
Capital, Inc Comparion In-
surance Contractors Electrical
Plus, Inc Custom Cookie Con-
cepts Employers Association
of the NorthEast Goosehead
Insurance Greenfield Coop-
erative Bank Greeno Supply
Harmony House of Western
Ma Helix Insurance Services
Home Builders & Remodel-
ers Association of Western
Massachusetts 1Q Ink Liber-
ty Bank Lismar Associates,
LLC Michael Epaul Photog-
raphy NEPM - New England
Promotional Marketing NRG
Real Estate Services, Inc. On-

drick Natural Earth Priority 1
Restoration Services Pynchon
Press Co Inc. Rewarding In-
surance Agency, LLC Riley
Home Realty River Mills
Assisted Living at Chicopee
Falls Silver Linings Home
Care Strategic Intelligent
Solutions AI LLC Sunshine
Village Szlachetka Dubay,
P.C. The Arbors at Chicopee
Assisted Living Transworld
Business Advisors Boston
Trident Human Resources
Consulting  Services LLC
Valley Opportunity Council,
Inc. Valley Roofing and Res-
toration VCare LLC Viability,
Inc. Westfield Bank Wooden
Rabbit Cleaning Services.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Heluchs

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorlals.com

1014 Center St

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
Ludlow, MA

e

583-6508 ]

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
» Close to Reid State Park

CHICOPEE - The
Council on Aging will host
a Drug Takeback Event on
Wednesday, April 15 from 9
to 11 a.m. at Chicopee Coun-
cil on Aging’s RiverMills
Center, 5 West Main St.

FUNDRAISER FOR

The Hampden County
Sheriff’s Department will be
at RiverMills Center from 9
to 11 a.m. for a drug take-
back program. Programs like
this provide safe ways to get
rid of unused medication,

Drug Takeback Day at RiverMills Center

which helps combat misuse
as well as reducing pollu-
tion.

This event is open
to senior center members
only. No registration is re-
quired.

The Pan Mass Challenge
Ride for Cancer Research

Why I Ride ~ No One Does it Alone

pmc.org/PK0164

ISAMBUESSALE

ONE DAY ONLY

LARGE CANDLE (18 02)................ $10.00
MEDIUM CANDLE (14.4 0Z............. $5.00
SMALL CANDLE (7.5 0Z) .................$3.00
MINI DIFFUSER .......ovveeeeeeeesseeeeseens $2.00
CAR AIR FRESHENER (3 PACK)........$2.00
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LOCATION:
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317 MEADOW ST., CHICOPEE
LOADING DOCK #6 <

(next door to Callaway Golf Factory)

DATE:
TIME:

ALL SALES ARE
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FINAL -

SATURDAY, APRIL 11,2026
9AM - 2PM

-

ALL SALES RE CASH ONLY

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
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Pruning your hydrangeas

It was encouraging to
see so many gardeners out
in force this past weekend,
regardless of the fact that it
remained a little chilly.

I got outside too, main-
ly to clean up some leaves
and debris from a bed near
the front door. While I was
there, I began pruning my
pink flowered Hydrangea
(H. paniculata), mainly by
removing last year’s blooms.

I often get questions
about blue hydrangeas and
how to prune and
what to do to coax
it into bloom. So,
before you get the
pruners out and
have at it, read on.

Most  estab-
lished hydrangea
bushes, the “Mop-
head” types (Hy-
drangea  macro-
phylla) say those
older than 15
years or so, flower
on “old” wood, in
other words, from
buds made on the
previous season’s
stems. That is
why they are not
pruned in the fall
or in the spring for
that matter, unless the stem
is dead or partially dead.

An early autumn frost,
a hard winter, or a late
spring frost can kill buds
or even entire stems. If the
stem does not leaf out at
all the further we get into
spring, it is likely dead, and
you should cut it down to
the ground.

Usually the plant’s
roots are not harmed, and
new growth will emerge
from the base of the plant.

However, with these
older cultivars, you will be
left with just foliage in sum-
mer because the buds made
the previous year will have
been cut away. Sometimes a
stem is only partially winter
killed and it may leaf out
midway down the stem.

In that case, just prune
away the portion that is dead
and leave the rest. Don’t
worry that you may remove
flower buds in the process;
more occur further down the
stem and will bloom if they
too haven’t been eliminated
by Old Man Winter.

Perhaps you have one
of the newer cultivars such
as  “Endless  Summer,’
“Penny Mac,” or others
that bloom on new growth
as well as old growth. In
that case how much you cut

away is not as critical. You
should get flowers even if
last season’s stems are cut
to the ground because soon
enough new stems will pro-
duce new buds.

Sometimes people
complain that they still
don’t get flowers and this is
very perplexing. I've been
to forums where everything
from proper siting (morning
sun, dappled shade) to fertil-
ization is discussed (not too
high in nitrogen, please).

One complaint was that
our growing season is just
borderline long enough for
flowers to appear on new
growth and reportedly some
of these early repeat bloom-
ers are being phased out be-
cause of it. If that’s the case,
I am sure they are breeding
more dependable cultivars
as we speak.

I had always want-
ed a hydrangea and finally
bought one as a Mother’s
Day gift to self maybe four
years ago. It is a newer gen-
eration and so far I have
been very happy. It’s filled
out nicely and had well over
two dozen flowers last year.

Hopefully the harsh
winter will not effect my
hopes for a repeat perfor-
mance this summer. I wish
you much success and many
blooms on your hydrangeas!

Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture
at the University of Mas-
sachusetts. For the last 34
years, she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

Tell Us What
You Think
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Nature is our
Cathedral

By Julie Midura

I belong to two churches.

One is brick and mor-
tar-built by human hands.
There is a large sign out front.
A foundation. Walls. A ceil-
ing. Padded chairs are lined
up in rows. Carpeting covers
the floor.

A worship team plays
music. Guitars, a keyboard
and drums. A harmony of
voices blend with my own,
ringing out in praise. The lyr-
ics speak to me. Words which
stir my emotions and feel
more like a spiritual encoun-
ter than mere singing.

My other church is a ca-
thedral. There is no sign out
front. No doors or windows.
No foundation. No floor or
walls or ceiling. At least not
in the manmade sense.

Gravel, granite and
earth are the floor. The
vast canvas of blue sky is
the ceiling. The sentinel of
trees lining the path form

the walls. The foundation is
made from mountains rath-
er than poured cement, but
they hold me up and give
me far more strength than
concrete ever could.

In my church, I listen
to our pastor preach words of
truth, faith and hope. Inspir-
ing me. Redirecting me. Pro-
viding spiritual nourishment.
Leading me along the path to
a life of purpose.

In my cathedral, I lis-
ten to nature preach a homi-
ly in a language all its own.
No words are needed, but it
speaks to me nonetheless.
Giving my life meaning and

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

purpose. Deepening my faith.
Restoring my soul.

The melody here is dif-
ferent. The music does not
reach my ears from a speak-
er in the corner of the room,
but through a tapestry woven
from rustling leaves, cas-
cading streams and roaring
waterfalls. The sounds blend
together, proclaiming God’s
glory not through spoken
words, but through some-
thing equally powerful.

This place is no less sa-
cred than the church where
I worship every Sunday. It
is a sanctuary created by
the hands of God himself.
Built out of unfailing love.
When I am standing in the
quiet stillness and immense
grandeur of Creation, I bear
witness to God’s profound
greatness.

There is a sacredness
in this cathedral of earth and
trees and sky which tran-
scends human understanding.
A peace which contradicts
life circumstance. A grateful-
ness in spite of the many trials
and challenges.

Out here, I experience
deeply personal moments of
connection. As though there
is a thread joining heaven to
earth. A yarn woven of rev-
erent awe and immeasurable
joy linking my human heart
to the Divine.

My worship is not re-
stricted to the confines of a
building. It flows from me in
equal measure out here in the
wild places... where the wind
dances and the water flows
and the heavens themselves
declare glory.

My soul is fed at both my
church and my cathedral. But
some days, I can hear God
speaking to me louder in the
church that was not built by
human hands.
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Letters to the
Editor

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous opinions will
be published. We require letter writers
to include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or
alleged facts and quotations offered
by the author need to cite credible,
unbiased sources.

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069
or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.
The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR NEWS!

The Chicopee Register
welcomes submissions
of news in or related to

Chicopee and its residents.
Our "People News," is filled
with submitted engagement
announcements, wedding
announcements, birth
announcements, your new
baby or news about your
25th or 50th anniversary
celebrations. Please e-mail
correspondence along with a
photo to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,
c/o Turley Publications,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at
413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order
to ensure fairmess to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.
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Chicopee Public Library hosts programs for kids and families

CHICOPEE - Each
month the Chicopee Public
Library hosts a variety of free
programs for children, teens,
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department provides
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that
promote literacy and explore
creativity. Here is the slate of
events for April 2026.

Storytime will be held
on Thursdays, April 16 and
30 at 10:30 a.m. Storytime
is for children ages 3-5. This
program features about 30
minutes of structured circle
time, followed by 15-30 min-
utes of a craft or activity. Cir-
cle time will include 2-3 read
aloud books, rhymes, songs,
and felt boards. Children will
be encouraged to ask and an-
swer simple questions and
recognize things like shapes,
colors, letters, and numbers.
No registration required.

The Holyoke Chicop-
ee CFCE will facilitate
a School Readiness Play-
group on Thursdays from 4 to
5 p.m., April 2 - May 7. Chil-
dren ages 3-5 are invited to

meet new friends and practice
school readiness skills with
a kit from the Boston Chil-
dren>s Museum.

Sensory Play  Satur-
day will be held on Saturday,
April 4 at 9:30 a.m. Come let
your babies socialize and ex-
plore sensory play! We will
have our play area set up with
some sensory activities and
other play opportunities. For
babies 0-24 months and their
caregivers, no registration re-
quired.

Saturday Playgroup will
be held on Saturdays at 1
p-m. in April. We>1l put out
some extra toys in the play-
space. It>s a great time for
families with kids of all ages
to meet up and play, no reg-
istration required. No play-
group on April 25. Come to
a Mini Circus Show instead!

Monday Crafts will be
held on April 6, 13 and 27
at 4 p.m. Different projects
each week. April 27 will be a
rock painting project, outside
weather permitting.

Terrific Twos will be held
on Tuesdays, April 14 and 28

at 10:30 a.m. Terrific Twos is
for two- year-olds and their
caregivers. This program
features about 25 minutes of
structured circle time, fol-
lowed by about half an hour
of semi-structured playtime.
During circle time, we will
sing songs, do rhymes, do
some big movements, and
read one book. The book
choice rotates between either
a read aloud picture book or
a group read of a board book.
Playtime involves a choice of
craft, activity, or play. No reg-
istration required.

The Kids Room Sewing
Club will meet on Wednes-
day, April 15, from 3:30 to
5 p.m. Learn basic stitches
and practice skills by making
fun projects. Recommended
for ages 6 and up. Kids who
are not familiar with using a
needle and thread should at-
tend with an adult. Teens are
welcome, no registration re-
quired.

The library Homeschool
Meetup will be on Friday,
April 17 at 11 a.m. This
group meets once a month

September - June for home-
schooling families with kids
of all ages to hang out, do
activities and learn together.
This month we>re celebrating
Poetry Month. Bring a poem
in your pocket to share with
the group.

April School Vacation Week
The library will be cele-
brating 30 years of Pokémon
with a Pokémon Par-
ty on Tuesday, April 21 at 3
p.m.! There will be exciting,
Pokémon-themed activities
for all ages, and everyone is
welcome to stop by at any
point during the event. Can’t
make it to the party, or just
want even more Pokémon?
There will be a special scav-
enger hunt around the Chil-
dren’s Room all week long!
The library will host
a Big Kid Dance Par-
ty on Wednesday, April 22
at 10:30 am. A bit like our
regularly scheduled Little
Kid Dance Party, but geared
specifically towards elemen-
tary age kids. We»>ll sing and
dance and get out the rthythm

sticks. Caregivers and young-
er kids are welcome, no regis-
tration required.

The library will host
a Mess-tival on Wednesday,
April 22 at 2:30 p.m. Join
us outside for a messy party!
We will be exploring lots of
different ways to get messy,
from water to sensory ta-
bles and more! Dress to get
messy!! For all ages, no reg-
istration required.

The library will have Bin-
go for Books on Wednesday,
April 22 at 6 p.m. Play a few
rounds of bingo and win the
best prize: books! For kids
and families of all ages, no
registration required.

On Thursday, April 23
from 10 a.m. to Noon, Ferma-
ta Arts Foundation will host
a Global Art Exchange be-
tween Kharkiv, Ukraine and
Chicopee, MA geared to-
wards students in grades 4 &
5. Let>s Build a Roof Over the
World: What happens when
the animals move north?
An art exchange between
Kharkiv, Ukraine and Chi-
copee, MA. For 4th and 5th

graders. Students will partic-
ipate in a Zoom meeting with
a virtual tour by the students
in Kharkiv, Ukraine. Stu-
dents will create an art piece
inspired by the drawings
they like most that Fermata
Arts Foundation will send to
Kharkiv, Ukraine. Hosted by
Fermata Arts Foundation.

This program is support-
ed by a grant from Chicop-
ee Cultural Council, a local
agency, which is supported
by the Massachusetts Cultur-
al Council, a state agency.

Get your little groove
on at a Baby Rave on Friday,
April 24 at 11 a.m. Join us
for a baby dance party with
lights, glowsticks, scarves,
shakers and, of course, mu-
sic! Recommended for kids
ages 0-2, no registration re-
quired.

Help create a Com-

munity Craft: Cardboard
Kingdom on Friday,
April 24 at 12:30 p.m.

Stop by the Activity Room
anytime after 12:30pm to cre-

See LIBRARY page 8
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District Governor April Beston presents the Avenues of Service Award to John Arthur.

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
from page 1

know we’re here and that
opens up conversations at the
local level, because I know
the best way to bring in new
members is to know people
and talk to people and invite
them to meetings. That’s how
people become part of what
we do,” Beston said.

Also, the eradication of
polio.

“So, right now, we’ve had
a total of one case of polio
this year. That’s late-break-
ing news that just happened
in Pakistan and I believe the
end of the year, about 42 last
year,” Beston said. “As com-
pared to the year before that,
2024, we were at 99 cases
over the course of the year.
So, we’ve never been closer
by the numbers to eradicating
polio, and so that is Rotary’s
number one initiative as far
as the foundation goes, or the
single-largest initiative as far
as the foundation goes, and I
really encouage you to think
about donating to polio.”

After sharing a story

about a fellow district gover-
nor who was a polio survivor,
Beston shared how the two
of them began a challenge to
see how many members could
become PolioPlus members
during their year as district
governors. To get involved,
members would donate $100
annually to the PolioPlus
Fund until the World Health
Organization would certify
the world as polio-free.

Later on, Beston pre-
sented an idea to see if all 42
districts could get behind the
challenge.

“And so, we ended up
with 16 districts that are now
participating in this. So, 16
district governors talking to
people like you saying, ‘Hey,
let’s do this,” and so that rep-
resents over 20,000 Rotarians
and that’s just an amazing
number and imagine the good
we could do together, and that
really is the power of Rotary
is that there’s 1.2 million of us
working towards these causes
and we really have this op-
portunity to do good things,”
Beston said.

Beston said her succes-
sor as district governor would
be EJ Neafsey, who would
continue to pursue the goals
of the organization and the
foundation. She then took
questions from the members
on how the district could best
be served from insurance for
events to matching grants and
what other districts have done
with those.

Her final comment was
this.

“Please check out the
district website. We have a
lot of events coming up. We
have a Thunderbirds Game. If
you haven’t gotten your tick-
ets, please get them now and
that’s on the district website,
so that’s April 10,” Beston
said. “April 18 is our District
Learning Assembly. If you
have new Rotarians or incom-
ing officers, that’s going to be
in Stafford, so not too far.”

Other big events are the
District Conference and Pic-
nic at High Meadow on June
6 and the District Installation
on June 27.

District Governor April Beston takes questions from members of the Rotary Club of Chicopee.

Lou Arasate, Rotary Club of Chicopee President Fred Borys and John Arthur in a group photo. Ara-

sate and Arthur were presented with Avenues of Service Awards.
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Author Talk at
The Arbors

CHICOPEE - Join
us for an inspiring talk at
the Arbors of Chicopee
on April 28 at 6 p.m. with
Sean Terwilliger.

This event is free and
open to the public. Sean
Terwilliger, a former tech-
nology leader and teacher,
will share his own inspiring
story about how being diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s led
to writing, advocacy and a
sense of purpose.

Learn about how his
experiences with  clini-
cal trials, newly approved
medications and lifestyle
change led to his belief that
he could outpace the pro-
gression of the disease, and
how he is now an advocate
through foundations like
the Walk to End Alzhei-
mer’s.

This event is free and
open to the public, but
space is limited. Please
RSVP by calling or texting
413-530-5916 to reserve
your spot.

Annual Scholarship Family Game & Card Party

CHICOPEE - Fran-
co-American Womens’ As-
sociation is sponsoring their
Annual Family Game & Card
Party on Thursday, April 9, at
6 p.m.

It is being held in the
Church Hall of Ste Rose de
Lima Church, Grattan Street,
Chicopee.

Plan an evening out with
your friends and family play-
ing cards and games. Sand-
wiches, beverages, and des-
serts are available or you can
bring your own snacks. Lots

of raffle prizes, including
cash, will be given away.

We have been active in
the area for over 70 years and
we are also looking for new
members who are Women of
Franco-American Heritage.
Members are from Chicopee
and surrounding cities. We
meet once a month and have
this one fundraiser every year.
Our mission is to provide
scholarships for higher edu-
cation to members’ children
and grandchildren.

In 2025 through the gen-

erosity of our patrons and
donors, we awarded ten $500
scholarships to children and
grandchildren of our mem-
bers.

For donations to the fund
or to the raffle prize table,
please contact Christine at
413-530-6113 by Tuesday,
March 31 to have your name
or business included on the
Prize List. Christine can also
provide information about be-
coming a member.

“Dragoon, Musketeer, Prisoner: The Hessians of the
Revolutionary War in Western Massachusetts?”

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Historical Society will
present “Dragoon, Muske-
teer, Prisoner: The Hessians
of the Revolutionary War in
Western Massachusetts?”

Folklore holds that the
Hessians soldiers of the Rev-
olutionary War period were
bloodthirsty mercenaries

purchased by King George
the Third to fight in the rebel-
lious colonies. Even though
there were no battles during
the American Revolution in
western Massachusetts, there
were, in fact, Hessians here.
Hear how these men got to
our area, why they were here,
who they really were, and in

the end, why some stayed.
Presented by local histori-
an and museum professional
Dennis Picard.

The event is free and
open to the public, 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 15 in the
Bazan Community Room of
the Chicopee Public Library,
449 Front Street, Chicopee.

CPD continues looking for

answers for missing man
Boaters & Rivergoers

Family Seeking assistance locating
MISSING PERSON

DANIEL CALLAHAN LAST SEEN WEARING
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SUB,OTTED PHOTO
CHICOPEE - Although a year has passed, Daniel has not been
forgotten. The Chicopee Police Department remains commit-
ted to this case and continues to seek any information that
may help bring answers and closure to his loved ones.
Our thoughts remain with Daniel’s family and friends as we
mark this somber anniversary, and we remain hopeful that
information will come forward that will help provide the
answers they deserve.

SHRINERS from page 1

year, was 20 baskets and we
ended up with 50. This year
we have, I think, 63 baskets
that we’re raffling off. Be-
cause it’s important to bring
awareness to who Shriners
are and what they do. And
also, more importantly, the
women behind the Shriners,”
Cote said. “It’s really im-
portant because, I think, the
women work just as hard as
the men. It’s really about ex-
posure. The proceeds today
go to Melha Shriners, not to
Shriners Children’s. That al-
lows them to do the work that
they do. Every single person
that’s in this room believes in
the philanthropy of Shriners
Children’s, and that’s what
we’re working for. Is to raise
awareness about Shriners
Children’s.”

Cote has done an out-
standing job getting the com-
munity involved in Melha’s
Easter Feztival, exceeding
her own expectations.

Herman mentioned
some of the other fun fund-
raisers Melha Shriners has
planned throughout the year.

“We have a Feztival of
Trees that we do every year
in December. It’s our 15th
Annual. We have, like, an ice
fishing thing we’re doing in
July. It’s a new event we’re
gonna do,” Herman said.

Loryn Carutchfield
was at the Feztival selling
her handmade crafts. These
included resin wine class-
es, resin and wire earrings,
key chains, and hand drawn
stickers.

“I’ve been involved with
Shriners all my life. My par-
ents are heavily involved.
I enjoy crafting, and this is
the perfect mix. I get to help
a good cause and sell my
crafts,” Carutchfield said.

2026 First Lady, Jodi
Herman, shared her fundrais-
ing project for the year.

“I have a fundraising
project for Shriner’s Chil-
dren’s New England, in
Springfield. I'm raising mon-
ey all year for their cranial

A
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2020 Potentate Leo Plourde and 2025 Potentate Chris Parker and

helping direct parking at the 2026 Easter Feztival on March 29.

Easter themed stuffed animals and toys, donated for the 3rd

Annual Easter Feztival.

remolding helmet program.
So, every dollar that I raised
this year will go right to-
wards the cost of making the
helmets. So, the helmets cost
about $2,000 each. So that
takes the burden off the fami-
lies,” she said.

Included in the dona-
tions for the raffles were
baskets containing items
such as board games, stuffed

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

» Must be dependable,

professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

« Salary based on

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED
WRITERS &

animals, Easter candy, gift
cards, children’s toys and so
much more. This event was
a warm welcome to the Chi-
copee community and a fan-
tastic way for people to get
involved in the work Melha
Shriners does.

For more information
about Melha Shriners visit
melhashriners.org.
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2024 First Lady and Chairperson of the event, Wendy Cote, 2026 Potentate Matthew Herman, and
2026 First Lady Jodi Herman, at the 3rd Annual Easter Feztival on March 29.

JOURNALISTS

a flat rate by story and photo.

A

Turley?)

Publications, Inc,
www.turley.com

Send writing
samples with
resume to:

GREG SCIBELLI

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:
gscibelli@turley.com

o []
a0l

d=<s

413.283.8393 ¢ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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Arianna Bird takes her at-bat.

Arianna Bird takes her at-bat.

Alexis Wojcik leads off first base.

Colts win big over Palmer

CHICOPEE - On a sun-
splashed Monday afternoon,
spring was in full effect for
Chicopee = Comprehensive
High School softball. The
Colts scored three times in

the first inning and kept the
momentum going en route
to a 14-2 win over visiting
Palmer.

The Colts improved to
1-1 on the season.

Miley Santiago makes the throw to first.

'|-“"‘.a|-|

wWww.sports. turley com
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELU

Janyah Jones makes a great catch in the shallow outfield.

Safety first: Extra bag comlng to baseball

:By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Over the past decade,
safety has been a key theme
for many of the rule chang-
es that come through either
the National Federation of
High Schools, or the Mas-
sachusetts Interscholastic
Athletic Association.

Rule changes have cen-
tered around taking care
of athletes, limiting unsafe
play, and especially any-
thing that can result in con-
cussions.

Years ago, softball im-
plemented an orange bag,
a safety bag, at first base.
It’s more commonly known
as a double bag since there
are literally two. The orange
bag is directly to the right of
first base and is mostly for
the runner’s use.

Any runner running out
a ground ball in a way where
they would run through first
base, utilize the second bag,
typically colored orange.
The runner is required to
step on the orange bag
while the fielder can use the
standard white bag. The

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Softball has utilized the double first base bags for safety for

many years.

purpose has been to avoid
collisions between a hus-
tling runner and the first
baseman, who could get
carried in a different direc-
tion by an errant through.
The second bag puts a little
space between the runner
and the fielder.

After seeing success with
safety in softball, the dou-
ble bag is coming to high
school baseball. The NFHS
is making the base a re-
quirement for high schools
beginning in 2027. Howev-
er, several high schools, in-
cluding Agawam and South
Hadley, have opted to install
the double bags this season
and implement the new

rules to help high school
students get used to playing
with them before the rule is
fully implemented.

Some schools will wait
until next year depending
on the time it takes to install
another anchor for the dou-
ble bag.

High school umpires are
also being educated on the
new rules concerning using
the double bag in a baseball
game. Andy Rogers, who is
the coordinator and assign-
or for high school games,
said it has been a part of re-
cent meetings with umpires
to prepare for this year.
There are nuances to the
double bag rule that um-

"mf_ﬁgﬂhﬂ'—_-;l‘ '. -]

Now the double first base is comlng to high school baseball
fields.

pires will need to enforce.

Among them, while the
standard practice is that
runners running through
first base such as in the sit-
uation of trying to beat
out a ground ball will use
the orange bag and fielders
trying to record a force out
will utilize will use the white
bag, there are couple of ex-
ceptions.

One is the dropped third
strike. If there is a dropped
third strike and a catcher
throwing on the outside of
the baseline to first base,
the first baseman is allowed
to utilize the orange bag to
field the throw and record
the out. The runner, in this

situation, can use either
base.

After a runner has run
through first base, typically
after beating out a ground
ball, that runner must come
back and touch the white
bag. If the runner comes
back and touches the or-
ange bag, that runners is
in play once they touch
the orange bag and can be
tagged out.

On situations like a clean
base hit, a batter/runner
who heads for first and
rounds the bag, will utilize
the white bag. But a runner

See SAFETY FIRST
page 8

Pacers
defeat
Granby in
extra innings

CHICOPEE - On Mon-
day afternoon, Chicopee
High School baseball won its
season opener by scoring two
runs in the top of the eighth
inning to defeat Granby 6-4.
The Pacers held a 4-2 lead
when Granby scored two runs
in the bottom of the seventh
inning to send the game to ex-
tra innings.

Chicopee would answer
right back and held off Gran-
by in the bottom frame to get
the win. Adrian Ramos had
two hits in three at-bats and
scored three times. Damian
Sroka also had two hits.

2l Digital
<’ Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of

our publications. Go to
newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request
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An action shot as the game is
underway.

BATTE OF THE
BADGES from page 1

ed this year. And in the end,
this is a great day for the com-
munity, we all come together
for the Boys & Girls Club,
and it’s just been one heck of
aride,” James said.

Echoing similar thoughts
was Mayor John Vieau, who
shared that this is one of his
favorite events throughout
the year, including how that
this fundraiser helps build
camaraderie among all first
responders.

“It’s great to see them
playing a hockey game for a
wonderful cause, which is one
of my favorites, the non-prof-
it, the Chicopee Boys & Girls
Club, a place where kids go to
build up their own self-esteem
and morale and teach them
how to be great members of
our community,” Vieau said.
“I’'m a proud alum, and to see
the support from everyone
here coming together to not
only help our first responders,
but the Boys &Girls Club as
well, truly means a ton and

ey

|

The Chicopee Fire Department hockey team gets ready to play. rusLey PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY

The Chicopee Fire Department poses for a photo with the trophy.

goes a long way.”

Proceeds from the game
also went towards a scholar-
ship available to Chicopee
High and Chicopee Com-
prehensive High School stu-

dent-athletes.

Fire Capt. Katie Col-
lins-Kalbaugh touched upon
the importance of why an
event like this matters.

“Every year it’s always a

great year, because we get to
come together, we get to skate
together, play together, real,
and a monumental win for the
city of Chicopee, and we are
thankful for all the sponsors,

u

and everyone who donated,”
Collins-Kalbaugh said.
Attendees were also
treated to a variety of 50/50
raffles and even had the
chance to get some mer-

chandise, including licensed
t-shirts to commemorate the
10th anniversary of the fund-
raiser.

This year’s presenting
sponsor was PeoplesBank.

A

&
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The players congratulate each other after another successful event.

LIBRARY from page 5

ate a cardboard creation for
display! For kids and families
of all ages, no registration re-
quired.

The library will host
a Mini Circus Show for all
ages by Small But Mighty
on Saturday, April 25 at 1
p-m. The show includes aerial
silks, hula hoop acrobatics,
aerial hoop, and a fun inter-

active segment to teach the
audience hula hoop tricks
and other ground skills. The
show will be outside, weath-
er permitting. No registration
required.

This program is funded
in part by a grant from the
Chicopee Cultural Council,
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.

Celebrate Poetry Month
on Wednesday, April 29 at

4 p.m., Read Poetry to a
Dog! Pediatric therapy dog
Lena will be all ears while
kids practice reading poems
aloud. Bring a poem, or pick
one when you arrive. No reg-
istration required.
Friday Teen Hang

Join us every Friday after
school in the Teen Space for
some games and crafts! We»ll
have the Nintendo Switch
available to play, coloring
pages and paper to doodle,

Digital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently

ran in one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

and more!

Join us for Anime
Club on Wednesday, April 29
at 3 p.m. to celebrate the pre-
mier of the highly anticipated
anime adaptation of Witch
Hat Atelier! Whether youwre
already a fan of the series, or
have yet to check it out, we>1l
be showing off what makes
this fantasy series unique and
even getting to practice some
of the magic showcased in the
series!

Girls Who Code Work-
shop Series every other Sat-
urday, beginning April 11.

April 11 and 25, May 9
and 23, June 6 and 20, 1 to 3
p-m. in the Computer Lab.

Girls Who Code is ded-
icated to increasing gender
equality in the tech field. In
this workshop series taught
by local cybersecurity analyst
Alexandria Rosado, girls in
grades 9-12 will learn about
Al, Coding and Cybersecuri-

ty in a fun environment with
peers.

Sign up by going to
clubs-hq.girlswhocode.com/
login and sign up for an ac-
count on the Girls Who Code
website and then join our club
with this code: MA67606

Visit the library web-
site for more info about
all of the library’s events!
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

SAFETY FIRST
from page 7

running out a ground ball
who touches the white bag
instead of the orange bag
could be called out on ap-
peal because it can be treat-
ed like missing a base.
While the normal white
base is the border of fair

territory, the orange bag is
in foul territory. If a batted
ball hits the orange bag,
the ball will be called foul.
A ball that hits the white
bag or rolls over it is still
fair.

The second bag at first
base is orange in most cases,
but can be another color.

For 2026, players playing

on fields that have the double
first base bag will use them
with the rules that come
with them. Adult leagues in
the region have pledged to
observe the rules of the dou-
ble bag if they play on fields
that have them. Most adult
leagues go by MLB rules,
which do not require a dou-
ble bag at first base.



April 3, 2026

Chicopee Register

Page 9

IN THE CITY

Powerback Rehab To-You

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will host Pow-
erback Rehab for Physical
Therapy appointment every
Monday starting Jan. 5 at 10
a.m. at RiverMills Center, lo-
cated at 5 W. Main Street.

Powerback Rehab To-
You is a mobile therapy pro-
gram that brings care direct-
ly to you! Powerback Rehab
will be at RiverMills Center
for appointments to help your
recovery whether dealing
with a recent injury chronic
pain or seeking performance
enhancement. These appoint-
ments are free. This program
is open to members 55 and
older. There are limited ap-
pointments, so you must reg-
ister in advance at RiverMills
or by calling 534-3698.

City of Chicopee Data Collec-
tion Program begins
CHICOPEE - The Chi-

copee Board of Assessors is

notifying businesses that data
collectors from the assessors’
office will be visiting all busi-

nesses starting January 27,

2026 to collect personal prop-

erty information. Each data

collector will carry an official

W ............................................. .

announcements schedule

photo identification card is-
sued by Real Estate Research
Consultants, Inc. and a letter
from the Chicopee Board of
Assessors.

The Department of Rev-
enue requires the Assessors
to visit businesses every five
years to re-list the taxable
personal property that is used
by the business. The data col-
lectors will also confirm the
legal owner, business name
and mailing address for each
location.

Data collectors will have
identification and any ques-
tions can be directed to the
Assessors’ office at 594-1430.

First Central Bible Church
Announces Programs for
Children and Youth

CHICOPEE - First Cen-
tral Bible Church, located at
50 Broadway Street in Chi-
copee, is now offering five
age-suitable programs from
infants through grade 12 that
are designed to help children
and youth come to know the
Bible, grow closer to God,
and build a Christian commu-
nity.

Sunday Morning:Before
Sunday service, from 9:15

to 10:15 a.m., the church’s
Sunday School partners with
parents and caregivers in nur-
turing children’s faith through
engaging lessons and activi-
ties. Classes are held for ages
two through grade 9. Nursery
care is provided for children
through age two. For adults,
a variety of studies are avail-
able during this time.

During the service, from
10:15 tol11:30 a.m., First
Central offers Junior Church
for age five through fifth
grade. While adults attend
the service, children experi-
ence Bible teaching at their
level through lessons, songs,
games, and projects. The
nursery is available for chil-
dren through age four.

Wednesday Evening

Wednesday evenings
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. children
ages two through fifth grade
are invited to participate in
Awana, which combines
Scripture memorization, Bi-
ble teaching, fun activities,
and mentorship to help chil-
dren know, love, and serve Je-
sus Christ. Please register on
the church website at www.
firstcentral.church.

Wednesdays from 6:30
to 8 p.m., young people in
grades six through twelve
can join the church’s Youth
Group, which combines large-
and small-group discussions.
Sample topics include how
the world’s values differ from
God’s and the nature of sin.
Participants  explore their
viewpoints while learning to
apply Christian principles to
their lives. No registration is
required.

First  Central  Bible
Church, located at 50 Broad-
way Street, Chicopee, exists
to glorify God by making
and maturing disciples of Je-
sus. Sunday service is held
at 10:30 a.m. All are invited
to join us in worship, prayer,
learning from the Word, glo-
rifying God, and feeling the
warmth of fellowship. For
more information, please visit
www.firstcentral.church.

Polish Junior League of
Massachusetts launches
Annual Scholarship Offering

REGION - The Polish
Junior League of Massachu-
setts has announced its an-
nual scholarship program for
students of Polish heritage.

The League will be
awarding scholarships to un-
dergraduate students, and one
scholarship will be granted
to a graduate or returning
student. In addition to the
Undergraduate  Scholarship
program, there are two me-
morial scholarships, the Hel-
en Weber Scholarship and the
Josephine Karwoski Memori-
al Scholarship, each offering
a focus on specific areas of
study.

The scholarships and ser-
vices provided by the Polish
Junior League would not be
possible without funds raised
through the League’s Annu-
al Fashion Show and public
donations. By contributing,
individuals, businesses and
corporations are helping to
expand the level of awards
and positively affect students.

Sheryl Mardeusz, pres-
ident of the Polish Junior
League says, “we are proud
to continue helping graduate
and undergraduate students
throughout New England and
are extremely pleased to be
able to help even more indi-
viduals pursue their educa-
tional goals.”

To be eligible, applicants,

in addition to being part of
the Polish community, must
have a permanent address in
the Western Massachusetts
counties of Berkshire, Frank-
lin, Hampden or Hampshire.
Applications can be received
after January 2, 2026 with
an application deadline of
May 1, 2026 and scholarship
criteria can be found on the
League’s website polishju-
niorleaguema.org.

For 87 years, the Polish
Junior League of Massachu-
setts, a nonprofit organization
of women developed as civic
leaders, has made a demon-
strable impact on their com-
munity. True to its mission,
the League has worked dili-
gently to help students obtain
the best education, so they
may contribute to enhance the
social, cultural and political
fabric of civil society.

*Scholarship  Program
Key Information

Applications can be sub-
mitted between January 2,
2026 and May 1, 2026

Permanent address in
Western MA counties of
Berkshire, Franklin, Hamp-
den or Hampshire

Enrolled in sophomore
year (36 credits minimum)
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The Earls pose for a group photo with hats symbolizing their respective military branches they served. A crowd-favorite, the men also
performed their Patriotic song at the ceremony.

VETERANS
from page 1

get the same recognition of
service that every service
member should get when
they serve their nation. My
generation—the generation
that had many members
serve in Afghanistan and
Iraq in the Post 9/11 Wars—
Chicopee continues to recog-
nize them through the Post
9/11 Park that we have right
outside the gates of Westo-
ver,” Oliveira said. “But,
what my generation learned
from the Vietnam War—and
my father taught me and in-
stilled this into me, who’s of
the Vietnam generation but
didn’t serve—is you can be
against a conflict for people
who make decisions, who
wear suits, but you should
never disrespect and dishon-
or those who put on a uni-
form to serve their nation,
and especially poignant in
this time as we’re involved in
another conflict. You might
disagree with the politics
behind it, but you should
always support and honor
those who put on a uniform.
That’s what my generation
learned and, thankfully, that
continues to this day.”

He added how Vietnam
Veterans Day was first rec-
ognized in 2012.

“As we continue to
honor their memory and as
the number of Vietnam Vet-
erans dwindles every year,
It’s important to have events
like this. To call attention to
that conflict, to call attention
to the service of those who
served their nation honorably
and for the 58,000 soldiers
who never returned—sailors,
soldiers, Airmen who never
returned and women—we

honor their legacy, we hon-
or their memory and we will
never forget the sacrifice that
that generation made,” OIl-
iveira said.

Arriaga, a Veteran her-
self, shared stories from her
time serving the country,
recalling friends she served
with, those who went back
to continue serving and those
who never made it home.

“People thank me and
they said, ‘Thank you for
your service. Thank you for
what you’re doing” I'm a
proud Veteran, my daugh-
ter’s very proud, my family’s
proud, but we didn’t do that
for the Vietnam Veterans. We
did not. We failed. As Amer-
icans, we failed,” Arriaga
said. “And I'm hopeful that
we’ve learned and that will
never happen again. As long
as [ am able to and speak and
advocate for my brothers and
sisters in arms, I will.”

Arriaga also encouraged
the community to share their
ideas on how they can con-

RiverM:

1
Larry White of the Vietnam
Veterans of America Chapter
111 Board of Directors reads a
poem. He also performed the
National Anthem during the
ceremony.

= f J
Mayor John Vieau reflects on

the 15 fallen Vietnam Veterans
from Chicopee.

director of the RiverMills
Senior Center, thanked the
community for their support of
the ceremony.

-
Mike Wilk, president of the
Friends of RiverMills, also
spoke at the ceremony.

tinue to support, improve and
honor the state’s Veterans.

“That is why I'm here.
This is why I’'m in office.
Lot of good that we do, but
there’s more work to be done
and I understand that,” Arria-
ga said.

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee) and me

v

Wilk thanked everyone
for attending the event, with
a special thank you to the
city’s Veterans.

“I hope we did you
proud. I hope that this is an
honor that you definitely
deserve. Thank you is pret-

mbers of the Chicopee High School Air Force Jun

HEEPATEE 4 Ve

ty much all that I can say.
Thank you for your service,
thank you for all that you
have done for us because,
without you, this wouldn’t
be happening,” Wilk said.
“Thank you, thank you for
your service and God Bless

ior ROTC smile for a photo.

You.”

Manyak also thanked the
community for coming to the
ceremony.

“We have the honor of
doing this six years now and
it means a lot to us, so thank
you,” Manyak said.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1049EA
Estate of:
Charlene B Fredette
Also known as:
Charlene Beaudry Fredette
Date of Death: 03/03/2025
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of
Complete Settlement has been
filed by Kristie L. Sargent of
East Hartford, CT requesting
that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement
including the allowance of a
final account, the allowance of
a proposed distribution and other
such relief as may be requested
in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
04/30/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: March 31, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/03/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD26P0574GD
In the matter of:
Edward Lawler
Of: Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR

INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
To the named Respondent and

all other interested persons, a pe-
tition has been filed by Chicop-
ee Rehab & Nursing Center
of Chicopee, MA in the above
captioned matter alleging that
Edward Lawler is in need of
a Guardian and requesting that
Lisa Judkins of Auburn, MA
(or some other suitable person)
be appointed as Guardian to
serve Without Surety on the
bond.

The petition asks the court to
determine that the Respondent is
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary,
and that the proposed Guardian
is appropriate. The petition is on
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific
authority.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance at
this court on or before 10:00 a.m.
on the return date of 04/21/2026.
This day is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition.
If you fail to file the written ap-
pearance by the return date, ac-
tion may be taken in this matter
without further notice to you. In
addition to filing the written ap-
pearance, you Or your attorney
must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30 days
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceed-
ing may limit or completely
take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 23, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/03/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on April 17th,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and

expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2006 Cadillac DTS

VIN: 1G6KD57Y46U197717
Scott Litz

282 Rowley St.

Agawam, MA 01001

1981 Chevrolet Camaro
VIN: 1G1AP87L1BL114808
Darren Montgomery

219 East Main St.

Chicopee, MA 01020

2015 Subaru Forester

VIN: JF2SJARCXFH807310
Alexis Olinyk

3515 Henry Hudson 9B
Bronx, NY 10463

1997 Ford Ranger
VIN: 1IFTCR10A2VUC48431
Unknown Owner

2016 Nissan Versa

VIN: 3N1CN7AP5GL882091
Brian Daniel Wheeler

37 Northridge Rd.

Westfield, MA 01085

2017 Chevrolet Equionx
VIN: 2GNFLFEKO0H6270290
Grace Dugas

12 Bromley Rd.

Huntington, MA 01050
04/03, 04/10, 04/17/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on April 10th,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2015 Jeep Patriot

VIN: 1C4NJPBA6FD358304
William Banfill

434 Church St., Apt. 18
Whitinsville, MA 01588

2004 Wildcat 5th Wheel Camper
VIN: 4X4FWCD244V009048
William Sanches

108 Colton St.

Springfield, MA 01109

2019 Nissan Rogue

VIN: INIBJICR8KW630017
Dorreth Thomas Campbell
949 Liberty St., Apt. 2
Springfield, MA 01104

2008 Hyundai Accent

VIN: KMHCM36C58U055760
Yzian Advier Sanchez-Crespo
254 Oak St., Fl. #1

New Britain, CT 06051

2016 Subaru Impreza

VIN: JF1IGPAB6XG8209362
Gina Lavallee

78 Kennedy Rd.

West Brookfield, MA 01585

2010 Acura TSX
VIN: JHACU2F62AC011542
Leroy Goldsbary

136 Pine St.
West Springfield, MA 01089

2004 Chevrolet Impala

VIN: 2G1WP521449460047
Gabrielle Demers

35 Worthen St.

West Springfield, MA 01089

2005 Dodge Durango

VIN: 1D4HB38N45F600266
Daniel Griffin

202 Bradford St.

Pittsfield, MA 01201

2006 Chrysler 300

VIN: 2C3KA43R96H212587
Nehemiah Harper

13 Hawthorn St.
Springfield, MA 01105

2014 Cadillac Ats

VIN: 1G6AJ5SX0E0174587
Scott Joubert

1517 Memorial Dr.
Chicopee, MA 01020

03/27, 04/03, 04/10/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by Inter-

state Towing, Inc. pursuant to
the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on April 3rd,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2006 Toyota Corolla

VIN: 2T1BR30EX6C597152
Tiffany Perry

307 Winthrop Ave. 1

New Haven, Ct 06511

2006 Acura TSX

VIN: JH4CL96866C031197
Hector Rivera

179 Pearl St.

Holyoke, MA 01040

Snow Mobile Trailer
VIN: 5KTSC1217XP013051

Timothy Ormsby

136 Squassick Rd

West Springfield, Ma 01089

2008 Infiniti G35

VIN: INKBV61F48M264227

Boulevard Auto LLC
309 Wisconsin Ave. 13

Whitefish, MT 59937

2007 Nissan Versa

VIN: 3N1BCI13E671.442844
Steeve Marcellus

78 Belmont Ave Apt 3r
Springfield, Ma 01108
03/20, 03/27, 04/03/2027

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD25D1383DR

Steven C Lear vs.
Sheila A Davis-Lear

DIVORCE SUMMONS

BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING

To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed
a Complaint for Divorce
requesting that the Court grant
a divorce for Irretrievable
Breakdown and order a convey-
ance of the real estate. Equitable
division of assets and liabilities
pursuant to Section 34, and such
other further relief as this Court
deems just.

The Complaint is on file at
the Court.

An Automatic Restraining
Order has been entered in this
matter preventing you from tak-
ing any action which would neg-
atively impact the current finan-
cial status of either party. SEE
Supplemental Probate Court
Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned
and required to serve upon:
Kathryn S Crouss, Esq.

Crouss Law, PLLC

180 Pleasant St Suite 319
Easthampton, MA 01027

your answer, if any, on or before
06/22/2026. If you fail to do
s0, the court will proceed to the
hearing and adjudication of this
action. You are also required to
file a copy of your answer, if
any, in the office of the Register
of this Court

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: March 17, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/03/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P0502EA
Estate of:
Kevin M Thompson
Also Known As:
Kevin Thompson
Date of Death:
October 23, 2025

INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Bart P
Thompson of Holyoke, MA.

Bart P Thompson of Holy-
oke, MA has been informally
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to

be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

04/03/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P0636EA
Estate of:

John Joseph Zajdel
Date of Death:
January 16, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Thomas F.
Kurowski of Palmer, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Thomas F. Kurowski of
Palmer, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

04/03/2026

Scholarships for Class of 2026
high school graduates

CHICOPEE - St. Stan-
islaus  School has two
scholarships available for
High School Seniors that
will be attending college.
One scholarship is for stu-
dents that graduated from
and attended, St. Stanislaus
School for at least six years.

The other scholarship is
for students that belonged to

the Junior Youth Ministry for
a minimum of one year.

Applications are avail-
able at the School Office
(Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 3:30
p-m.) and at the Parish Office
(Mon-Fri 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Applications can also
be emailed out by contacting:
cconklin@saintstansschool.
org.

buying or
selling,...

Whether you're

WIN! WIN/

% GLASSIFIEDS!

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

CHICOPEE - On March
9, an investigator with the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Special Investigations
Unit for Retailer Operations
and Compliance contacted
the Chicopee Police Detec-
tive Bureau regarding an on-
going fraud investigation in
the city.

The investigation fo-
cused on Adham’s Smoke
Shop and an employee, Mo-
hamed Yahiya, who was al-
legedly involved in fraudu-
lent SNAP/EBT transactions.

Yahiya is accused of direct-
ing individuals to use their
SNAP/EBT benefits to pur-
chase large quantities of Red
Bull from Sam’s Club. He
would then buy the products
back from them at a signifi-
cantly reduced cash price.
Over several weeks,
an undercover investigator
purchased $1,731.34 worth
of Red Bull and was paid
$1,046 in cash. During one
interaction, Yahiya also of-
fered a $50 referral fee for
bringing in others willing to

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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participate. He further stated
that his brother owned two
stores and planned to dis-
tribute the products between
them.

On March 18th, the in-
vestigator returned and com-
pleted another transaction.
During this visit, food items
and cigarettes were pur-
chased using an EBT card.
The cigarettes were sold at a
discounted rate and were not
properly stamped with Mas-
sachusetts tax markings.

On March 27th, a search
warrant was executed at the
smoke shop. Investigators re-
covered marked cases of Red
Bull, as well as cigarettes
bearing tax stamps from
South Carolina and Virginia.
Additionally, a box contain-

SNAP Benefit fraud leads to arrest in Chicopee

ing single rolled marijuana
cigarettes was found behind
the counter.

As a result of the inves-
tigation, Mohamed Yahiya,
a 47-year-old male from
Westfield, was arrested and
charged with:

*3 counts of Food Stamp
Trafficking over $250

1 count of Food Stamp
Trafficking under $250

*3 counts of Accept-
ing Transitional Assistance
Funds for Tobacco

*Possession  of
stamped cigarettes
12,000)

*Flavored Tobacco Sales

*Possession with intent
to distribute a Class D drug

This case remains under
investigation.

un-
(under

Chicopee Register

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!

New England Forest Products

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,

(413)477-0083 fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

MISCELLANEOUS

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

TROY-BILT 8-HORSE ROTOTILLER
Econo-horse.  Very good  condition.
$750.00. Call 617-306-3066.

ARA JUNK
WANTED! FURNITURE
CASH for: REMOVAL.

« Machinist tools, power tools Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
& Snap on. ’ ments, garages, pools, hot tu_bs,
* Electronics & Audio Equipment. sheds, decks. Same day service.
« Sports Cards. 8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

« 705/80/90s Toys. Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,

keyboards, vintage electronics, jew- 41 3'531 -1 936

elry, coins, watches, military camer- CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,

signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-

ing, radios, ham radio equipment, . : :
Find archives of this

audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

local newspaper at

Call Paul 413-206-3688 www.newspapers.tuﬂey.com

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

2*xxxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

17’ STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT.
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor.
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000.
Verne, 413-539-8246.

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL
HANDYMAN SERVICES.
No job too small. Call for all your household
and property maintenance needs.
413-563-6993

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

\-

Home Improvement

“Walker
(]

Hondyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing » Drywall »
Painting * & more!

2026
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 IRS

413-967-8364 s

PROVIDER
The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

i
i
i

== =/
= = = & /
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AX PREPARATION SERVICE
A413-348-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers

Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 =
www.FastTax-MA.com I

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

)
BBB
=

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years ex-
perience, replacement windows, painting,
patching, laminate flooring, carpet installa-
tion/repair, and storage solutions. Call/text
413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

~wawren W oeorronry [l “sonrrorsaie [ seavices [ semvices

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior,
exterior painting and wallpapering.
Also minor carpentry.
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A ol
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 22 | 28 | 24 s
] B s | 28 Besgsony| 27 Bas| 28 P00
2 | 30 SR | 32 "l
33 ] Beiamon| 39 i A
37 Bt | 38 i s e ey B ae00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X perweek rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard Qd VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

HUBBARDSTON
§ o
NEW BRANTREE
WEsT NORTH
BROOKFELD | BROOKFELD

et
(GROOKFIELD.

BRINFIELD
STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE
All phases of tree care.
Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

LAND WANTED

Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 |
founder@rainbow-meadow.org

_FORRENT
a

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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= Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by
a ISA certified arborist | &
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413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com

| IH -..I fJu

INSURED AND CERTIFIED



