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LIBRARY from page 5

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The library cele-
brated its 20th anniversary with a re-
ception in the main lobby on April 9.

The reception included re-
marks from Laura Bovee, the 
library’s director, Mayor John 
Vieau, State Sen. Jacob Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow) and State Sen. John 
Velis (D-Westfield) and an exhibit 
of photos showcasing the library’s 
construction process.

The Emily L. Partyka Central 
Library officially opened in Chi-
copee on April 20, 2004.

Bovee thanked everyone “who 
had a part in making this library 
building a possibility.”

“It’s a joy and a privilege to 
come in every day to a building that 
the community loved and wanted to 
make happen and willed to happen 
and worked really hard to raise the 
funds for,” Bovee said. “You can 
feel it in the building. It’s folks who 
showed up when there was a need 
and made it happen.”

Bovee also thanked the staff 
as April 9 marked National Library 
Workers Day.

“They are also folks who show 
up and do what’s needed to help the 
community,” Bovee said.

Vieau reflected on the library’s 
impact on the city, calling it “a liv-
ing, breathing entity that opens up 
the world for all of us.”

“Offering adventures in learn-
ing, opportunities through every 

page turned and through every 
story that’s told. Thanks to the un-
wavering dedication of our library 
professionals, it’s transformed into 
a treasure trove of knowledge and 
a central hub for our community’s 
growth and education,” Vieau said.

Vieau also led the audience in a 
moment of silence for John Michon, 
the former president of the Friends 
of the Chicopee Public Library 
until his retirement in 2022, who 
spearheaded the Friends’ “Raise the 
Roof Campaign” to fund the library.

“I know he’s here in spirit be-
cause you can feel him in the room,” 
Vieau said.

Oliveira shared he and his fam-
ily used to go to the original library 

Library celebrates 20 years

Fundraiser brings 
community and 
feline friends 
together

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The community gathered at the Rum-
bleseat Bar & Grille from 5 to 7 p.m. on March 28 for an 
Adoption Fundraiser event.

The event was a partnership between Rumbleseat 
and Halfway Home Cat Rescue Inc., a nonprofit rescue 
group in Chicopee around since 2012 dedicated to the 
care and adoption of cats and kittens.

Throughout the event, attendees met with volunteers 
and some of the kittens up for adoption, later filling out 
an application and receiving approval on the spot to take 
their new furry friend home that night.

The Rumbleseat also donated 15% of all purchases 
of food, drinks and takeout from the restaurant during 
the event.

Donations of wish list items for the organization in-
cluding litter, Purina Kitten Chow, wet and dry Wellness 
Kitten food, Friskies Wet Food, Stage 1 KMR and wet 
and dry Royal Canin Baby Cat food were also dropped 
off.

Robin Fiskaa, president of Halfway Home Cat Res-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

A foster kitten yawns during the Adoption Fundraiser Event 
at Rumblseat Bar & Grille on March 28 to support Halfway 
Home Cat Rescue Inc. in Chicopee.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

An exterior shot of the Emily L. Partyka Central Library on Front Street in Chicopee, 20 years later. 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Residents, 
community members and more 
gathered at City Hall on April 
2 to celebrate World Autism 
Awareness Day.

World Autism Awareness 
Day recognizes and celebrates 
people on the autism spectrum 
and encourages everyone to raise 
awareness, teach acceptance and 
educate one another.

April is, also, recognized as 
Autism Awareness Month.

During the event, attendees 
stopped by the mayor’s hall-
way for an interactive art show. 
Called the Sunshine Village 

Sensory Showcase, the exhib-
it highlighted how individuals 
with autism interact with the five 
senses, with attendees scanning 
a QR Code to learn more about 
their experiences.

One of these artists is Lou-
is Chevalier, who loves to make 
music.

“I sing, I write, I produce 
and I make my own beats. Mu-
sic is such a huge part of my life 
and I’m proud of what I do and I 
love going to Sunshine Village,” 
Chevalier said.

Upstairs, in City Hall Au-
ditorium, attendees enjoyed re-
freshments from Sunshine Vil-
lage’s Catering Team, unique 
creations by Sunshine Village 
Artists with Distinct Abilities, 
including art, photography, sen-
sory rings and bottles, picture 
frames, alcohol ink coasters and 
more.

In his remarks at the recep-
tion, Mayor John Vieau said, 
“We envision a world where in-

Chicopee celebrates World Autism Awareness Day 

From the left, Gina Kos, executive 
director at Sunshine Village, May-

or John Vieau and City Treasurer 
Marie Laflamme, also a board 

member at Sunshine Village, smile 
with the mayor’s proclamation 

celebrating April 2 as World Au-
tism Awareness Day in Chicopee. 

The event at City Hall was in 
collaboration between Sunshine 
Village and the City of Chicopee. 
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MEMBER FDIC
MEMBER DIFGreenfieldCoopBank.com

Cooperative Bank A Division of Green�eld 
Cooperative BankCooperative Bank

NORTHAMPTONORTHAMPTONGREENFIELDREENFIELD

*Offer only available at our South Hadley branch location. Offer applicable to new and existing Greenfield Cooperative Bank 
loan or account holders, not a current loan or account holder? Choose any one of our product offerings. Only redeemable for 
new safe deposit box rentals. Important Notice Regarding Insurance and the Contents of the Safe Deposit Box: The lessor does 
not provide insurance coverage for the contents of your safe deposit box. The lessee, may at their expense, secure their own 
insurance. Offer is subject to change or end without notice. See bank for complete details.

Safeguard Your 
Valubles -
One Year  

Safe Deposit Box,  
On Us!

Feeling the need for extra security? At Northampton 
Cooperative Bank, a Division of Greenfield Cooperative 
Bank, we understand the importance of keeping your 
belongings safe.

That’s why we’re offering both new and existing 
customers the opportunity to rent a new safe deposit 
box, of any size, free* for one year at our South Hadley 
location!

Peace of mind: Know your valuables are protected  
in our state-of-the-art vault, secured 24/7.

Flexibility: Choose the size that best suits your needs, 
from important documents to precious keepsakes.

Convenience: Easy access to your safe deposit box 
during regular bank hours.

 We Mow Lawns For Fair and Reasonable Rates & 
We Offer Senior Citizens Discounts

Matgo Services Co.
Custom Mowing & Landscape Maintenance Services
Landscape Plantings • Bark Mulch • Shrub Trimming
  413-537-7156       MatgoServices.com

MatgoServices@gmail.com

Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Firefighter 
Glen Olbrych has retired from 
the fire department after 30 years 
of service.

In addition to his work there, 
Olbrych also worked in the Wa-
ter Department for four years, 
having a combined 34 years of 
service to Chicopee.

Olbrych shared he was fol-
lowing in his father’s footsteps 
when he pursued the role, enjoy-
ing the brotherhood and the op-
portunity to help people.

“My father was a firefighter 
who served for, I believe, it was 
30 years. He retired in 1991,” 
Olbrych said. “I didn’t go to col-
lege or trade school or anything 
like that, so I took the firefighter 
exam, and I think I took a couple 
of others, but the firefighter was 
the job I always wanted.”

Olbrych later got involved 
in the union as their union sec-
retary and, later, the union pres-
ident.

As part of the union, Ol-
brych explained he would attend 
state meetings of the Profession-
al Firefighters of Massachusetts, 
conventions with the Interna-
tional Association of Firefighters 
and networking with other fire 
departments.

“It was just being able to 
advocate on behalf of my fellow 

firefighters, whether it’d be at the 
local level with the city and/or at 
the state level and, also, at the in-
ternational level,” Olbrych said.

Olbrych was also part of the 
Chapter 32B Section 19 Com-
mittee, comprising union indi-
viduals working with the city 
when they discussed different 
health insurances and imple-
menting them.

“I also became the chairper-
son of that committee. Also, the 
city has a medical dental trust 
and I became the trustee who 
represented all the employees in 
the city on that medical dental 
trust,” Olbrych said.

Another highlight of Ol-
brych’s career was when he 
and other firefighters took part 
in “The Ballpark Elimination 
Tour,” where they visited every 
baseball stadium in the country 
and held different charity events.

“We raised over $100,000 
for a number of different bene-
factors. Cystic fibrosis, Relay for 
Life, American Cancer Society, 
Cory J. Garwacki Fund.

Also raised money for Rays 
of Hope and Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen, you name it,” Olbrych 
said. Olbrych also reflected 
on working closely with Chief 
Daniel Stamborski during the 

pandemic, uti-
lizing a con-
nection with 
Tito’s Vodka 
to help with 
d i s p e r s i n g 
hand sanitiz-
er throughout 
the fire depart-

ment.
“Whether it’d be for the 

safety of our members, working 
with the city to make sure that if 
any of the members came down 
with COVID that they were go-
ing to be covered,” Olbrych said.

Olbrych was humble in re-
flecting on how he was able to 
help not only the residents, but 
also the fire department and city 
as a whole.

“Just being able to help and 
serve,” Olbrych said. “That’s 
something I’ve tried to do no 
matter what position I was in.”

Post-retirement, Olbrych 
said he will continue working at 
Teddy Bear Pools & Spas, a job 
he’s been at for nearly 38 years.

He called the job of being a 
firefighter “a fantastic, rewarding 
job,” offering this advice to fu-
ture firefighters.

“It does have its difficul-

ties. Being on the ambulance 
in high-pressure situations or 
responding to an emergency on 
one of the apparatus, whether 
it’d be an engine or a ladder. It 
can be high-stressed, but it’s 
very rewarding,” Olbrych said.

Olbrych wants the commu-
nity to know it’s been an honor 
to serve them and thanked them 
for supporting the fire depart-
ment.

“The support of the fire de-
partment is extremely important. 
It serves a vital service for the 
citizens and the city of Chicop-
ee. I think it’s probably one of 
the best services in the area,” Ol-
brych said.

Olbrych said Chicopee is in 
good hands with Stamborski and 
the firefighters.

“It’s the best I’ve seen in my 
entire career,” Olbrych said.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KATIE COLLINS-KALBAUGH

A group photo of members of the Chicopee Fire Department with 
Firefighter Glen Olbrych upon his retirement from the fire department 
on March 26. 

Chicopee firefighter Glen Olbrych retires

Firefighter Glen Olbrych in the Station 4 fire truck during his retirement 
from the fire department on March 26.

Chicopee Public Library April programming
CHICOPEE - Here are some of our up-

coming library programs for the month of 
April. 

Tuesday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m. Concert 
with Too Human. Enjoy a fun hour of jazz 
standards from the Great American Song-
book and jazzy bluesy originals by Too 
Human - played and sung with heart and 
humor! They will be accompanied by Keala 
Kaumeheiwa on upright bass. This program 
is sponsored in part by a grant from the 

Chicopee Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

Thursday, April 18 at 6 p.m.  Needlec-
raft Circle Do you want a place to work on 
your needlecraft projects while you chat 
with other crafters? Join us in the Confer-
ence Room on the third Thursday of each 
month to work on your projects.

See APRIL page 3
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BELCHERTOWN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for 
the following School Choice openings for the 2024-2025 school year: 

The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to 
provide positive educational experiences for all of our students through 
quality programs, dynamic teaching and healthy relationships.

The deadline for submitting a complete application is 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, May 10, 2024.

The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form of 
a random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number of 
available spaces.   There will be two drawings for this purpose.  The first 
will take place on May 10, 2024, and in the event of unexpected additional 
openings, a second drawing will be conducted on August 9, 2024.

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at 
www.belchertownps.org 

or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007.  

The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any 
child on the basis of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national 

origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, athletic performance, physical handicap, 
special need, academic performance, disability or proficiency in the English 

language in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

Grade K                       7

Grade 1                      10

Grade 2                       6

Grade 4                       3 

Grade 5                       5

Grade 6                         2 

Grade 7                         10  

Grade 8                         10  

Grade 9                         5  

Grade 10                       5  

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHICOPEE POLICE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE – With the weather warming up, the police department is excited to have their 
ice cream truck come out for the season. The ice cream truck will be hitting the streets 
soon, so stay tuned. 

 CPD Ice Truck returns soon

Chicopee Senior Center Volunteer Driver Needed
 CHICOPEE - The Chicopee Council 

on Aging at RiverMills Center is looking 
for licensed drivers who are willing to 
volunteer a few hours a week and provide 
rides to Chicopee’s older adults.  The City 
of Chicopee provides the vehicles that the 
drivers will be using and these cars are 
fully insured and maintained by the City’s 
maintenance department.  

The Chicopee Council on Aging’s 
Transportation Department provides rides 
for any Chicopee resident who is 55 years 

old or older.  This service is for medical, 
dental, legal and hairdresser appoint-
ments, pharmacy pick-ups, banking 
and shopping. The service is available 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. till 
3 p.m. 

Any licensed driver who is interest-
ed in becoming a volunteer driver should 
contact the Council on Aging Transporta-
tion Department at 413-536-5733 for ad-
ditional information or stop by the recep-
tion desk to pick up an application.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - School Com-
mittee approved on April 3 to 
continue participating in school 
choice.

Jennifer Bellville, assistant 
superintendent for Curriculum 
and Instruction, provided an 
overview of school choice data 
ahead of the vote.

In the 2022-2023 school 
year, Bellville explained 77 stu-
dents were enrolled, a decrease of 
18 students from the 2021-2022 
school year.

For acceptance, 32 new stu-
dents were accepted this current 
year even though there was a rec-
ommendation for 128 slots open.

“Right now, we currently 
have enrolled 104 students. This 
is a decrease of 27 students from 
the 2022-2023 school year,” Bell-
ville said.

Bellville’s recommenda-
tion for next year was 22 slots 
in grades one through five, with 
eight slots for Barry Elementary 
School and Bowie Elementary 
School, five slots for Fairview 
Elementary School and four slots 
for Streiber Elementary School.

Last year, the recommenda-
tion was for 23 slots for kinder-
garten and 42 slots for middle 
and high school.

“This year, we’re not rec-
ommending any slots in kinder-
garten. Kindergarten is that year 
that you never know what you’re 

going to get. We also found that 
some of our kindergarten were 
very overloaded,” Bellville said. 
“Like at Bowe School, kinder-
garten classes range from 22 to 
25 students as well as we had to 
bus the students across the dis-
trict because there was no more 
room. So, we want to make sure 
that we’re keeping those num-
bers down and, as we look at our 
achievement scores that you saw 
in Dr. Ware’s presentation, we 
need to be starting early with ear-
ly literacy and so we really want 
to focus on those years and kin-
dergarten is a very critical year.”

Bellville added after fur-
ther conversation with Assistant 
Superintendent for Student and 
Support Services Carol Kruser, 
Superintendent Dr. Marcus Ware, 
the executive team and the mid-
dle and high school principals, 
there would, also, be no slots for 
middle and high school, citing 
discipline, academic achieve-
ment and many other factors.

“We feel at this time that it 
would not be in our best inter-
est to open up for school slots in 
middle and high school,” Bell-
ville said.

She clarified all of the stu-
dents currently enrolled in school 
choice stay enrolled.

“So, the 104 students who 
are with us will continue with us 
if they so choose for next year. 
These slots are just additional 
slots,” Bellville said.

On spending, Bellville said 
the funding comes from the 

Chapter 70 base budget.
“So, we’re not paying a 

bill or anything like that. That’s 
money that is already off the top 
of our Chapter 70 base budget,” 
Bellville said. “It’s that receiv-
ing school choice funds that goes 
into that revolving account.”

Another item of note was the 
number of students going to char-
ter schools, are homeschooled or 
parochial school, also playing a 
role in school choice.

“Between Hampden Charter 
School of Science East and West, 
236 students attend that char-
ter school. We also have about 
145 students in home school and 
about 350 families who choose to 
do parochial,” Bellville said.

Vice Chair Donald Lamothe 
addressed the school choice num-
bers for charter schools.

“Is it predominantly like 
third through eighth or is it kin-
dergarten through sixth?” Lam-
othe said.

Bellville replied it’s sixth 
through 12 for Hampden Charter 
School.

“In looking at that, it really 
varied,” Bellville said.

Ward 6 School Committee 
member Sonny Brooks asked 
about the level students were 
leaving.

“Are we losing a lot of 
sophomores and juniors to avoid 
MCAS?” Brooks said.

Bellville said no.
“We’re losing them across 

the board pretty evenly. So when 
you break down our numbers, and 

there’s a large variety of why peo-
ple choose to do school choice, 
sometimes it’s for family reasons. 
Their family works in another 
school district and so they want to 
bring their child with them or for 
virtual schooling,” Bellville said. 
“There’s a wide variety and that’s 
why we also want to get more in-
formation on that, but there isn’t 
one grade level that really stands 
out that we’re losing more stu-
dents to than another.”

School Committee At-Large 
member Susan Szetela-Lopes 
then asked about siblings for ac-
cepted school-choice students.

“For students who are ac-
cepted into school choice, are 
their younger siblings automati-

cally grandfathered in and they’re 
able to attend Chicopee schools?” 
Szetela-Lopes said.

Bellville said they are not.
“They’re only grandfathered 

in when they are looked at as a 
priority student. If there is an 
open slot in that grade level,” 
Bellville said.

After Szetela-Lopes asked if 
this was a change, Bellville con-
firmed it was not and that “it’s al-
ways been the policy.”

The motion to have Chicopee 
Public Schools continue partici-
pating in the School Choice pro-
gram for the 2024-2025 school 
year, offering 22 seats for grades 
one through five carried 12-0.

School Committee approves continued participation for school choice

Thursday, April 25 at 6 p.m. 
Polish Paper Cutting (wycinanki) 
with Susan Urban. If you have 
small pointed scissors for cutting 
paper, please bring them with 
you. We’ll provide the paper. Su-
san Urban is a Polish Craft and 
Culture specialist. She will share 
some of her work as well as teach 
you how to make your own cre-
ation. Ages 10+ are welcome. 
Register at the Reference Desk, 
email us at cpl@chicopeepubli-
clibrary.org or call at 413-594-
1800x3.

As always, the computer lab 
is available to work on genealo-
gy on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 10 a.m. - Noon and 6 p.m. 
– 8 p.m. We are a FamilySearch 
Affiliate Library and have help-
ful databases such as Ancestry 
(Library edition), American An-
cestors and HeritageQuest to 
help you in your search. We have 
also just added Newspapers.com 
to our genealogy resources avail-
able in the library.

If you need technology help, 
we offer one-on-one computer 
help on Mondays and Fridays at 
2 p.m. or by appointment. 

For more information, email 
or call the Reference Desk at 
cpl@chicopeepubliclibrary.org 
and 594-1800 x3.

APRIL from page 2
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The Chicopee Register 
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of news in or related 
to Chicopee and its 

residents. Our "People 
News," is filled with 

submitted engagement 
announcements, wed-
ding announcements, 
birth announcements, 
your new baby or news 
about your 25th or 50th 
anniversary celebrations. 
Please e-mail correspon-
dence along with a photo 

to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to: 
Chicopee Register, c/o 
Turley Publications, 24 

Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

FOR ADVERTISING

413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107

Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com

Editor
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

WEB
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

        @ Chicopee Register

The Chicopee Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

When should my wife 
claim her Social
Security benefit?

Dear Rusty 
I just saw an article which said that 

certain spousal options were going away, 
but there are still good options for when a 
spouse can claim. I am filing for my Social 
Security to start in October when I turn 70. 
My wife’s Full Retirement Age is in Decem-
ber, and she now plans to file then for half of 
what my FRA benefit would have been (our 
original plan was for both to file in August). 
My wife’s main reason for delaying until her 
FRA is to lock her into my maximum benefit 
if she has to someday change to Survivor’s 
Benefit. Will this be gone for us? Neither of 
us was born before Jan. 1, 1954. Please ad-
vise. Signed: Planning for Both

Dear Planning
I expect that the article you refer to was 

speaking of the option to claim only a spou-
sal benefit first and allow one’s personal SS 
retirement benefit to grow. That option was 
available only to those who were born be-
fore 1954 and had reached full retirement 
age. As you now know that option is not 
available to you. 

Assuming your wife’s highest benefit en-
titlement will be as your spouse, your current 
strategy – you claim your maximum benefit 
to start in October at age 70 and your wife 
starts her benefit in December at her FRA  is 
a good one which will yield the maximum 
possible monthly benefit for both of you. But 
for clarity, your wife’s survivor benefit as 
your widow has nothing to do with when she 
claims her spouse benefits now.  

The only thing which will affect your 
wife’s benefit as your surviving spouse is 
her age when she claims the survivor bene-
fit. If she has already reached her FRA of 66 
years and 8 months when you pass, she will 
get 100% of the amount you were receiving 
when you died, instead of the smaller spou-
sal amount she was receiving while you were 
living. Her survivor benefit would only be 
less than 100% of yours if she claimed it be-
fore reaching her full retirement age (which, 
of course, we hope would not to be the case).  

Just so you have the complete picture, 
your wife could, if desired, claim her Social 
Security to start at the same time as you in 
October but, since that would be earlier than 
her FRA, the amount she would get would be 
less than 50% of your FRA entitlement. Her 
spouse benefit would be reduced by 0.694% 
for each month earlier than her FRA it starts. 

For example, if your wife starts her 
spousal benefit in October when your benefit 
starts, she will get about 98.6% of the amount 
she would get if she waited until December 
to start her benefits. That’s a permanent re-
duction, so if your wife’s life expectancy is at 
least average about 87, it’s likely still wisest 
for her to wait until her FRA to start benefits. 
But in any case, when your wife claims her 
spousal benefit now will have no effect on the 
survivor benefit she will get as your future 
widow. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmental entity. This 
article is intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

Transplanting your 
homegrown 
seedlings

I bet there are a few garden enthusiasts 
out there with seedlings up and growing in-
doors.  

My tomatoes are just poking through, but 
my peppers are ready for transplanting. Why 
transplant you ask? It’s important that we give 
our young plants room to spread out!  

If seeds were sown in rows, chances are 
that several seedlings have sprouted and are 
now growing within a close proximity to one 
another. They are competing for nutrients and 
moisture. 

Even if two seeds were sown in a single 
cell of a six-pack and both germinated, they 
too are competing with one another in that tiny 
of a space. So, if we want garden center qual-
ity seedlings, we must transplant them to their 
own cell or small pot.

You know a seedling is ready for trans-
plant when it has its “true leaves,” not the cot-
yledon leaves that were first to sprout from the 
seed, but those that come right after.  At this 
point in growth plant roots aren’t tangled up 
and therefore transplant shock can be kept to 
a minimum.

Although the seedlings may be tiny and 
appear fragile, transplanting them is quite 
simple. 

First, take a wooden plant label or dull 
butter knife and “cut” into the row of seed-
lings. Then, use your implement “spatu-
la-style” to remove a small cluster of plants 
from the bottom up.  

I always tell folks to “think brownies!” 
Be careful to get as many roots as you can.  

Once you’ve done this it is time to sepa-
rate them from one another. Gently pull on a 
leaf, not the stem, to pry them apart.  

Think of it this way:  the plant has two 
leaves but only one stem. If it should snap, 
that’s it! Leaves on the other hand, can and 
will be replaced if accidentally torn off.

Individual seedlings can be planted in 
small containers or cell packs filled with soil-
less growing medium. We steer clear of gar-

den soil because of the pathogens and weed 
seeds it may contain as well as its tendency 
not to drain very well.  

Soilless mix is sterile, and has the ability 
to retain moisture yet drain freely- just what 
the young seedling needs as it grows addition-
al roots and top growth.  

Make a hole in the moistened growing 
medium with your finger, a pencil or wooden 
dibble. Insert the seedling to the correct depth 
then firm around it with your fingers.  

Most are transplanted to the same depth 
they were growing in the pack. 

One exception is tomatoes; they can be 
buried deeper than they started out. This is be-
cause tomatoes have the ability to make roots 
along the length of their stem.   

Another exception are marigolds. More 
roots mean healthier shoots!  

Water the transplants well with a gentle 
spray.  They can now be put back under the 
artificial lights you’ve rigged up.  

Continue to keep the lights within inch-
es of the plants for the stockiest growth. Or, 
if you’re lucky enough to have a sunroom or 
hobby greenhouse, the seedlings will thrive 
there!  

Shade them from direct sun for a few days 
after transplant to prevent wilting. Soon the 
roots will recover from the shock of transplant 
and will again be able to sustain the plant.   

Night time temperatures can dip as low as 
50 degrees for most plants. In fact, lower night 
temps will help to ensure the stocky specimen 
we desire. 

Fertilize with half-strength liquid plant 
food every 10 days to two weeks. Begin to 
“harden-off” your transplants a couple of 
weeks prior to putting in the ground. 

Thus far they have been kept in a care-
fully controlled environment. Planting them 
without a period of acclimatization may mean 
disaster!   

Place them outdoors in a shady spot pro-
tected from the wind for only a few hours each 
day. As the days progress keep them out lon-
ger and increase their exposure to bright sun 
and wind.  

Don’t forget to water during this process, 
but forgo all fertilizer. 

With less than two months to go until the 
danger of frost is officially passed, our home 
grown seedlings won’t have long to wait, and 
neither will we!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  
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Featuring more than 40 artists from Western MA and Northern CT. 
Oils, acrylics, watercolors, wood carvings, sculpture, photography, 

mixed media, and more. Live art demonstrations. 
Remembrances from the Southwick Historical Society. 

Musical performances each day.

Southwick Town Hall
454 College Highway, RTS 10 and 202

www.southwickma.org/cultural-council

in Chicopee Center, stressing how libraries are places 
where the community gathers together.

“Libraries are centers of democracy and in this week 
as we celebrate Library Week and celebrate all of our 
public libraries, please know that libraries hold a spe-
cial place in my heart,” Oliveira said. “It is something 
we need to cherish, preserve and protect access to free 
thought and free material and that’s what our libraries do 
each and every day.”

Velis said “Everyone has a library story,” sharing 
how a library in Westfield gave him a room for two and a 
half months to study for the bar exam.

“I, literally, have never forgotten that,” Velis said. 
“Any time stuff comes up in government, funding ques-
tions, anything that comes up, I have that library story in 
the back of my mind and I know that every single person 
here kind of has their own story today.”

Bill Zaskey, a former Ward 4 City Councilor who 
helped the city get the library where it is located today, 
explained the process involved hiring an architect for the 
project, with the Architect Selection Committee choos-
ing Caolo & Bienik Architects after releasing another 
architect from their contract.

“They worked very, very well with us. Everything 
that you see here in the library went through my com-
mittee. The selection of the woodwork, the flooring, the 
style of the building. Everything was done by us,” Zas-
key said.

On the funding, Zaskey credited the Friends through 
their Raise the Roof campaign, adding everyone owes “a 
little debt of gratitude” to Michon.

“He was a very, very friendly person, spoke to ev-
eryone, always had a good word to say about everybody. 
Just a pleasant person to be around all the time,” Zaskey 
said.

Zaskey wants the community to know the library is 
possible due to everyone’s support.

“I think we’re grateful to all the citizens that have 
contributed to it, the businesses, the entire community. It 
really made this a success,” Zaskey said.

Zaskey encourages residents to continue supporting 
the library.

“Come in, take a look. Join the library if you haven’t 
joined it yet. Become a member, support the Friends of 
the Library because they’re always doing very positive 
things for the growth of the library,” Zaskey said.

A photo of the construction process for the Emily L. Par-
tyka Central Library during the library’s 20th anniversary 
reception on April 9. 

A wide shot depicting varying photos highlighting the con-
struction process of the Emily L. Partyka Central Library 
during the library’s 20th anniversary reception on April 9.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

State Se. John Velis (D-Westfield) reflects on the impact of 
libraries.

State Sen. Jacob Oliveira (D-Ludlow) talks about the im-
portance of supporting libraries during the Chicopee Public 
Library’s 20th anniversary reception.

The original “Raise the Roof” campaign banner to support 
fundraising efforts for the Chicopee Public Library was on 
display during the 20th anniversary reception on April 9.

Laura Bovee, director at Chicopee Public Library, provides 
opening remarks during the Chicopee Public Library’s 20th 
anniversary reception.

Mayor John Vieau gives a speech about the Chicopee Pub-
lic Library during the library’s 20th anniversary reception.

LIBRARY from page 1

Books, stories & art
Visual art inspired by books with Enchanted Circle 

CHICOPEE – Through the Holyoke-Chicopee Fam-
ily & Community Program, which coordinates services 
and engages families, join “Books, stories & art: Visual 
art inspired by books with Enchanted Circle”. 

Enchanted Circle will lead these hands-on sessions 
with fun art and literacy projects for families with chil-
dren ages three to five years old. 

Tuesdays during March and April from 10:30 a.m. 
to Noon

Informal playtime at 10:30 a.m. 
At the RiverMills Assisted Living at 7 River Mills 

Drive, Chicopee
Register with Christine at zaskeyc@headstart.org or 

413-536-0363 x 4536. 
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dividuals on the autism spectrum are not just recognized 
but are truly championed and celebrated for who they 
are.”

“To achieve this, we must act fearlessly. We must 
advocate for policies and practices that support autism, 
not just in words, but in action,” Vieau said. “We invite 
each of you to join us in this fearless pursuit. Pledge your 
support for a world that embraces differences and recog-
nizes the potential in every person.”

Vieau later presented the mayor’s proclamation to 
Gina Kos, executive director at Sunshine Village, who 
also presented it to City Treasurer Marie Laflamme, a 
longtime board member at Sunshine Village.

Laflamme said getting awareness out to everyone 
about autism is important.

“Awareness is everything, education is everything. 
It’s understanding different people. It’s just caring for 
people and that’s what Sunshine does. They really do 
care for their folks,” Laflamme said.

Laflamme said community events like this foster 
acceptance and provide an opportunity to appreciate the 
talents in the community.

“Not only kids, but adults bring to the community,” 
Laflamme said. “They shine. They’re wonderful, with 
artists, writers and painters. There’s a lot of talent out 
there that we didn’t even know and I have the ability to 
meet by being a part of Sunshine Village.”

Kos said the event is “a great way to celebrate that 
everyone can be included in our community and every-
one can lead a meaningful life.”

“We are so gratified that we get so much support 
from the community. We have a great relationship and 
partnership with the Chicopee Police Department as well 
as the city hall and so many of their municipal depart-
ments including the library, including the senior center. 
We’re so proud to be a member of the Chicopee commu-
nity and this is one little way for us to give back,” Kos 
said.

Kos also expressed joy seeing everyone’s talents on 
display.

“I’m so incredibly proud. I couldn’t be happier. I 
think this is just a visualization of the unique talents that 
the folks that come to Sunshine Village have and this is 
just a realization of one more step in their dreams of ei-
ther selling their handcrafted good or being able to be 
part of a culinary team,” Kos said.

Police Sgt. Missy Lyman shared the police depart-
ment partners with Sunshine Village to help people on 
the autism spectrum become familiar with police officers.

Lyman said events like this also provide the police 
department with an opportunity for awareness, education 
and acceptance.

“Typically, people that are on the autism spectrum 
tend to have sensory overload, so being familiar and hav-
ing positive interactions before that emergency situation 
hits really helps the situation,” Lyman said.

Lyman said the police department loves working 
with Sunshine Village and other community organiza-
tions, adding events like this mean a lot to her as her 
youngest son is autistic.

“Everything is just so welcoming, everything is just 
positive. It’s always hugs and high-fives when we go see 
them. It’s always positive,” Lyman said.

Kos encourages the community to continue learning 
about autism and follow the course of awareness to ac-
ceptance to appreciation.

“We hope that they see that everybody can have a 
great day and by working together, we can make that 
happen,” Kos said.

AUTISM  from page 1

From the left, Lisa Montero, Cara Sullivan and Chris 
Pollander smile for a group photo during the World Autism 
Awareness Day festivities at Chicopee City Hall on April 2.

A close-up shot of art pieces created by Sunshine Village 
Artists with Distinct Abilities during World Autism Aware-
ness Day festivities on April 2.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

An art piece depicting hearing, one of the five senses, in 
the Sunshine Village Sensory Showcase art exhibition in 
the mayor’s hallway at City Hall.

An art piece depicting taste, one of the five senses, in the 
Sunshine Village Sensory Showcase art exhibition in the 
mayor’s hallway at City Hall.

An art piece depicting touch, one of the five senses, in the 
Sunshine Village Sensory Showcase art exhibition in the 
mayor’s hallway at City Hall.

An art piece depicting sight, one of the five senses, in the 
Sunshine Village Sensory Showcase art exhibition in the 
mayor’s hallway at City Hall.

An art piece depicting smell, one of the five senses, in the 
Sunshine Village Sensory Showcase art exhibition in the 
mayor’s hallway at City Hall.
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Colts fall on the road to Agawam

Zielinski singles win leads Comp

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM—After captur-
ing the Western Mass. Class B 
and the Division 2 state champi-
onship titles a year ago, the op-
ponents listed on the Agawam’s 
boys varsity volleyball schedule 
will be looking to celebrate a win 
against them this spring. 

The Chicopee Comp play-
ers, who had lost the previous 
four matchups against their 
North Division rivals, were hop-
ing to accomplish that feat last 
Friday night. 

Each of the sets were close, 
but the Brownies managed to 
post a 3-0 (25-23, 25-18, 25-22) 
victory over the Colts at Clifford 
P. Kibbe Gymnasium.  

“All of the teams in our 
league are very good and we al-
ways try to play our brand of vol-
leyball against them,” said Aga-
wam head coach Kevin Pender. 
“We also won a big league match 
the other night.”

Two nights earlier, the 
Brownies made the short trip to 
Westfield High School where 
they squeaked out a 3-2 victo-
ry over the Bombers. It was a 
rematch of the 2023 Division 2 
state finals, which the Brownies 

won in three sets at Worcester 
State University. 

Westfield was the only team 
to defeat the Brownies on their 
home court during the 2023 reg-

ular season.
The Brownies home win 

against the Colts improved their 
overall season record to 4-1. 

Noah Johnson sends a pass away from the back 
line.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Edrien Roman gets the bump to start a play.

Daniel Gauthier goes for a spike.Chace Murphy gets a point for the 
Colts.

Comp picks up close 
win over Granby

CHICOPEE 
– Last Monday 
night, Chicopee 
Comprehensive 
boys lacrosse, 
which co-ops with 
Chicopee High, 
defeated Granby 
11-10. Granby 
was on the come-
back trail, but 
came up just short 
as time expired in 
the game. Granby 
is 0-1 this season 
while Comp has 
jumped out to a 
2-0 record.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Shane Upham looks to shoot a pass up the field.

Lucas Blanchard 
heads up the field 
with possession

Ezeqiuel Junco avoids the opposing defense.

CHICOPEE – Earlier this 
week, The Chicopee Compre-
hensive High School girls ten-
nis team defeated West Spring-
field 3-2. Julia Zielinski had a 
long matchup with Annelise 

Maguire, going three sets. She 
won 6-4, then lost 6-0 in the 
second set. She finally took 
the third set 6-4 to get the win. 
Keira O’Sullivan picked up 
the win in the second singles, 

and the second doubles team 
of Juliana LaFond and Mad-
elyn Rice won their match in 
straight sets to clinch the vic-
tory for the Colts. Comp is out 
to a 2-0 start.

Derek Lonczak picks up a ground ball.

See VOLLEYBALL page 8
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They also had a 2-0 league record. 
The Brownies only setback this season was at Need-

ham,3-1, in the season opener. Needham, who’s the de-
fending Division 1 state champion, entered this week’s 
action riding a 75 match winning streak. 

Eleven Agawam players had at least one kill against 
Comp. Sophomore Joe Culhane led the way with seven 
kills.  

It was also a memorable night for Agawam soph-
omores Michael Lukomiski, Aiden Therrien, Elijah Ra-
mos, and Chase Gerani, who played in a varsity volley-
ball match for the first time.

“Those four guys were pretty excited to play in their 
first varsity match tonight,” Pender said. “They’ve been 
working very hard at practice all season long. I thought 
tonight’s match would be a very good opportunity for 
them to see some playing time.” 

The two seniors listed on the Agawam varsity ros-
ter are Emil Zhmaidziak, and Ezekiel Nguessan, who are 
co-captains. The Brownies also have four other returning 
varsity players.  

The Colts, who are a young squad, had a 2-2 overall 
record and a 0-2 league record following last Friday’s 
match.  

“We do have a very young squad and every match 
that we’ll play this year will be challenging for us,” 
said Comp head coach Brittany Dussault. “I thought we 
played very well in tonight’s match. We still have some 
things that we need to work on.” 

The two seniors listed on the Colts varsity roster are 
Pavel Kiriukhin and Edrien Roman, who’s one of the cap-
tains. Sophomore Daniel Gauthier is the other captain. 

Comp sophomore Chace Murphy, who had a team-
high five kills, along with sophomore Alex Rivera, soph-
omore Josue Hernandez, and Gauthier, were members of 
a club volleyball team coached by Pender this past winter.

“Comp is a much better team than their record 
shows,” Pender said. “Four of their players played on my 
club team during the winter. I’ve built a good relationship 
with those guys, but I was a little bit nervous facing them 
in tonight’s match.”

The Brownies held the lead for almost the entire 
opening set. A combined block by junior Dominik Wurszt 
and sophomore Noah Johnson gave the visiting team the 
lead for the first time at 16-15, which forced Pender to 
call a timeout. 

Agawam responded by scoring the next five points 
with junior David Dzhenzherukha handling the serving 
duties. Junior Dennis Nessen contributed with a kill and a 
block during that stretch. 

The Brownies capped off the first set with a kill by 
Zhmaidziak, who didn’t play in the state finals because 
of an injury.

“Emil has returned with a lot of passion,” Pender 
said. “He’s one of our leaders this year.” 

There were a couple of lead changes at the start of 
the second set before Agawam built a 12-7 with the help 
of a 7-2 run.

The Colts closed the gap to 15-14 before the Brown-
ies pulled away down the stretch.

There were seven ties in the third set, but the 
Brownies managed to win the final three points of the 
contest. Two of them were kills by junior Eric Naza-
rets.

The Colts will be trying to even the season series 
when they host the Brownies on May 1.

VOLLEYBALL  from page 7

Thunderbirds suffer loss against Laval
LAVAL, QC – The Springfield Thun-

derbirds (29-33-3-2) witnessed history 
from their leading scorer, but an offensive 
surge from the Laval Rocket (32-28-6-2) 
was too much, as the home team emerged 
with a 7-4 win on Saturday afternoon in-
side Place Bell.

The matinee affair doubled as a day 
at the fights in the first 2:45 of the game, 
as two separate scraps elevated the tem-
perature on the two benches and through-
out the Place Bell crowd. First, Sam Bit-
ten came to the aid of his brother Will 
after the elder Bitten took a sturdy check 
from Tobie Bisson. Six seconds after Sam 
and Bisson scrapped, Brayden Guy made 
an impression in his second Thunderbirds 
game as he scored a winning decision in 
a tussle with Laval penalty minute leader 
Riley McKay. 

Things did not get off on the right foot 
for the T-Birds, as a net-mouth scramble 
just 4:04 into the contest saw Mitchell 
Stephens open the scoring, jamming a 
forehander through Vadim Zherenko and 
giving Laval the 1-0 edge. That goal came 
moments after Zherenko made a marvel-

ous sliding blocker save on a Stephens 
one-timer in the opening minute.  

The Rocket and their raucous crowd 
were hoping to run Springfield out of the 
rink just 3:17 later when 2023 fifth-over-
all pick David Reinbacher stepped up in 
the offensive zone to the right circle and 
uncorked a post-ringer under the bar to 
make it a 2-0 game on the rookie’s second 
AHL goal.

Despite the early stumbles, the 
T-Birds stayed with the program. At 
11:06, with an abbreviated power play, 
Mikhail Abramov connected from the low 
slot off a centering feed from Hugh Mc-
Ging, cutting the Laval lead in half. Ryan 
Suzuki nearly equalized the game  just 
seconds later when he slipped behind 
the defense, but Rocket netminder Jakub 
Dobes stood up to Suzuki with a sturdy 
blocker save.

Despite the Suzuki chance at Dobes’ 
end of the rink, Zherenko continued to 
have a far busier period than  the Laval 
goalie. To his credit, the T-Birds’ sec-
ond-year backstop stabilized and helped 
Springfield kill off a pair of abbreviated 

Rocket man-advantages to keep the 2-1 
score intact after 20 minutes.

The T-Birds began the second period 
on another power play, and after a brief 
5-on-3 ended, Adam Gaudette got the 
game evened up with a wrister from the 
right side just 1:03 into the middle period. 
The goal, his 39th of the season, brought 
him back into a tie with Samuel Fagemo 
of Ontario for the AHL goal-scoring lead. 

Springfield, however, could not vault 
to the lead, and before long, the Rocket 
had scored two more to take a 4-2 advan-
tage on goals 1:06 apart from Arnaud Du-
randeau and Philippe Maillet. 

Down but unfettered, the T-Birds 
again showed resolve. Gaudette drew a 
penalty shot after being held on his way in 
on goal on a breakaway. With a chance to 
become the first man in the AHL to reach 
40 goals this season, Gaudette made no 
mistake, deking to the backhand and roof-
ing a shot over Dobes to make it 4-3 at 
11:40. The sharpshooter’s 40th goal also 
marked the first time since 1990-91 that a 
Springfield AHL player recorded 40 goals 
in a single season. 

Gaudette’s marker also lit a fire under 
his team. Just 45 seconds later, Abramov 
whistled a cross-seam pass to a crashing 
Joey Duszak, who beat Dobes to tie the 
game, 4-4, at 12:25.

The 4-4 tie carried into the third, but 
an unfortunate break wound up putting 
Laval back in front for good. After Leo 
Loof fearless blocked a shot up near his 
face, the loose puck landed flat at the feet 
of Durandeau, who snapped it into an 
open net before Zherenko could locate it, 
and the Rocket lead was restored, 5-4, at 
6:37 of the third. 

This time, a third comeback was not 
in the cards for Springfield, as Stephens 
added his second and third goals of the 
night with a power-play redirect at 10:25 
and an empty-netter with 1:11 remaining 
to finish the scoring. Stephens finished the 
night with three goals and two assists.

The T-Birds are next in action on 
Friday, April 12, when they begin a three-
game weekend in Hartford against the 
Wolf Pack. Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. at 
the XL Center.

WOBURN – Registration for 
the 42nd annual Bay State Sum-
mer Games is now open. The 2024 
Summer Games will include thirty 
sports with competitions from May 
11 – July 27 at venues throughout 
eastern and central Massachusetts 
including Game On in Fitchburg, 
Boston Sports Institute in Welles-
ley, Union Point Sports Complex 
in Weymouth, and North Star Ice 
Sports in Westborough. Bay State 
Games participants range in age 
from 5 to over age 75 and repre-
sent more than 300 Massachusetts 
communities as well as surrounding 
New England States in some sports. 
From grassroots participants to ac-
complished amateur athletes, the 
Bay State Games provide opportu-
nities for the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school showcase 
sports will take place for a variety 

of sports, including baseball, bas-
ketball, field hockey, ice hockey, 
soccer, softball, and volleyball. Ath-
letes currently in grade 8-11 who 
live or go to school in Massachu-
setts are eligible to attend regional 
tryouts during the month of June. 
These tryouts will determine teams 
representing the various regions of 
the Commonwealth that will com-
pete against each other in July. 
Check each sport page for specific 
eligibility requirements.

The Summer Games include 
a wide variety of individual sports 
including swimming, track & field, 
figure skating, pickleball, wrestling, 
weightlifting, badminton, and more. 
These sports are open to a wide 
range of ages and skill levels from 
youth participants to masters-aged 
athletes. Adaptive sport divisions 
in archery, swimming, and track & 

field are offered, as well. Bay State 
Games also organizes tournaments 
for pre-existing teams in rugby, and 
6v6 field hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Ten-
nis will take place on June 1 at 
PingPod in Boston after a 5-year 
hiatus from the Summer Games 
sport lineup. New venues include 
Babson College, which will host 
the Girls Basketball Showcase, and 
NorthStar Ice Sports, which will 
host Figure Skating and the Girls 
Ice Hockey Showcase. Game On in 
Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue 
for eight sports. Bay State Games 
expects 1,500 athletes and their 
families to attend competitions at 
Game On during the second week 
of July. 

For questions, email info@
baystategames.org or call 781-932-
6555. 

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet
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HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
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USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. 

$299
lb

SALE DATES: 4/11/24-4/17/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES 
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ................$279

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ROASTER CHICKEN ......................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

$209
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
POLISH LOAF .........................$444

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

99¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$259
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICKEN (FOWL) for SOUP 
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK STOMACH ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS ....................... lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FULLY COOKED 
BREADED CHICKEN WINGS ....... lb

$349

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$989
lb

AMERICAN
LAMB SHOULDER CHOPS

$444

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
STEAKS or ROAST ........................

$799
lb

$999

Registration now open to take part in Bay State Games

CHICOPEE - The Chicopee 
Historical Society presents a pro-
gram about simple research tools 
and handy resources to use when 
exploring local history.  The talk by 
Society President Chet Kobierski 
will illustrate how to research town 
and neighborhood history, family 
history and genealogy, and will an-
swer questions on easily available 

methods to search popular topics.
Jacqueline T. Lynch, local au-

thor and Society member, will also 
be selling her recently published 
books: “A Tragic Toast to Christ-
mas: The Infamous Wood Alcohol 
Deaths of 1919 in Chicopee, Mas-
sachusetts”; and the novel “The Lit-
tle Engine That Killed.” The setting 
for both books is Chicopee Falls.  A 

portion of the proceeds from sale 
of the books will be donated to the 
Chicopee Historical Society.

Join us Wednesday, April 17 in 
the Bazan Community Room of the 
Chicopee Public Library, 449 Front 
Street, Chicopee, at 6:30 p.m.  The 
event is free and open to the public.

Historical Society presenting research tools talk
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Chicopee Register

CHICOPEE 
CITY COUNCIL

 ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hear-
ing Wednesday, April 24, 
2024 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Special Permit application 
under Chapter 275-30 (B) 
for the purpose of installing 
one 20’x10’ conex storage 
box and moving the existing 
one 20’x10’ conex for more 
storage at the Public Safety 
Complex located at 110 
Church Street.  Applicant – 
City of Chicopee, David Rice, 
274 Front Street, Chicopee, 
MA  01013. 

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The April 24, 2024 Zoning 
Committee hearing shall be 
available to the public via 
zoom and in person.  Zoom 
credentials are available upon 
request by calling (413) 594-
1435 M-F 8:30 AM – 5 PM 
or by email at aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
04/05, 04/12/2024 

CHICOPEE 
CITY COUNCIL

 ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hear-
ing Wednesday, April 24, 
2024 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Special Permit application 
under Chapter 275-58 C (4) 
for the purpose of restaurant 
with full service liquor license 
located at 1329 Memorial 
Drive.  Applicant – Zengxin 
Ouyang, 131 Viscout Rd., 
Longmeadow, MA  01106.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The April 24, 2024 Zoning 
Committee hearing shall be 
available to the public via 
zoom and in person.  Zoom 
credentials are available upon 
request by calling (413) 594-
1435 M-F 8:30 AM – 5 PM 
or by email at aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
04/05, 04/12/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758 

Docket No. HD24A0040AD
In the matter of: 

Evelynn Rose Serwanski
CITATION

G.L. c. 210, §6 
TO:
lan Richard Serwanski
any unnamed or unknown 

parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the 
adopt ion of  said chi ld 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:

Will iam Galarza of 
Chicopee, MA

S u s a n  G a l a r z a  o f 
Chicopee, MA

requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to

Evelynn Rose Galarza
If you object to this 

adoption you are entitled to 
the appointment of an attor-
ney if you are an indigent 
person.

An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3.10. 
The definition includes but is 
not limited to persons receiv-
ing TAFDC, EACDC, pover-
ty related veteran’s benefits, 
Medicaid, and SSI. The Court 
will determine if you are indi-
gent. Contact an Assistant 
Judicial Case Manager or 
Adoption Clerk of the Court 
on or before the date listed 
below to obtain the necessary 
forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT  Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O ’ C L O C K  I N  T H E 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
05/06/2024.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: March 25, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/12/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0119CA 
In the matter of: 

Makenna Rose Macomber
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Minor has been 
filed by Makenna Rose 
Macomber  of Chicopee, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name 
to: 

Makenna Rose Walaszek 
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 05/09/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  April 04, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/12/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court

50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103

(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD24A0039AD

In the matter of: 
Olivia Paige Serwanski

CITATION
G.L. c. 210, §6 

TO:
lan Richard Serwanski
any unnamed or unknown 

parent and persons inter-
ested in a petition for the 
adopt ion of  said chi ld 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:

Will iam Galarza of 
Chicopee, MA

S u s a n  G a l a r z a  o f 
Chicopee, MA

requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to

Olivia Paige Galarza
If you object to this 

adoption you are entitled to 
the appointment of an attor-
ney if you are an indigent 
person.

An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3.10. 
The definition includes but is 
not limited to persons receiv-
ing TAFDC, EACDC, pover-
ty related veteran’s benefits, 
Medicaid, and SSI. The Court 
will determine if you are indi-
gent. Contact an Assistant 
Judicial Case Manager or 
Adoption Clerk of the Court 
on or before the date listed 
below to obtain the necessary 
forms.

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT  Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O ’ C L O C K  I N  T H E 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
05/06/2024.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: March 25, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/12/2024

CHICOPEE 
CITY COUNCIL

 ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hear-
ing Wednesday, April 24, 
2024 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Ordinance Amendment to 
add Chapter 275-73 No fur-
ther business, commercial or 
industrial development shall 
occur on James Street from 
the intersection of James 
Street and Memorial Drive to 
the beginning of Syrek Street 
and any appurtenant Street 
for one year.  Applicant - 

Derek Dobosz (former Ward 
6 Councilor) and Councilor 
Mary Beth Pniak-Costello 
(Ward 9).

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The April 24, 2024 Zoning 
Committee hearing shall be 
available to the public via 
zoom and in person.  Zoom 
credentials are available upon 
request by calling (413) 594-
1435 M-F 8:30 AM – 5 PM 
or by email at aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov. 
04/05, 04/12/2024 

CHICOPEE 
CITY COUNCIL

 ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hear-
ing Wednesday, April 24, 
2024 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Zone Change applica-
tion from Res B to Bus A for 
51,835 square feet of property 
located at 22 Grove Avenue 
and 0 Grove Street (Parcel ID 
0125-00026 & 0125-00029) 
for the purpose of parking lot, 
new construction, restaurant, 
commercial kitchen, housing.  
Applicant – Ridvan Turan, 
185 Grove Street, Chicopee, 
MA  01020.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The April 24, 2024 Zoning 
Committee hearing shall be 
available to the public via 
zoom and in person.  Zoom 
credentials are available upon 
request by calling (413) 594-
1435 M-F 8:30 AM – 5 PM 
or by email at aczarniecki@
chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov. 
04/05, 04/12/2024 

IN THE CITY
Chicopee Public Library 
Hosts Programs for Kids 
and Families

CHICOPEE - Each month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free programs for children 
and families. The Youth Services Department seeks 
to provide opportunities for entertainment and enrich-
ment that explore literacy and promote creativity. Here 
is the slate of events for April 2024.

On Tuesdays, April 16 and 30, at 10:30 a.m. in 
the community room, the library will have a Little Kid 
Dance Party geared for kids 5 and under and their care-
givers. Older kids are welcome, as well. There will be 
songs, dancing and big movement!

The Library’s All Ages Playgroup will be held 
in the children’s room each week on Saturday from 
1-2 p.m. While the children’s room playspace is al-
ways available to kids and families visiting the library, 
during playgroup there are extra toys to explore. It is a 
great time for families to meet up and play. 

Little Movers will be held in the children’s pro-
gram room on Fridays, April 12 and 26 at 11 a.m. 
Babies crawling to 24 months and their caregivers are 
invited to join us for free play followed by circle time 
exploring songs, fingerplays and movement!

The library will host several fun events for April 
School Vacation Week (April 16-19). 

On Tuesday April 16, a drop-in Craft will be avail-
able in the Children’s Room between 2:30 and 4:30 
p.m. Kids and families can make a spring bird craft 
with mixed media collage. 

On Wednesday, April 17 at 10:30 a.m., Talking 
Hands Theatre will perform “Race Cars” , a puppet 
show about a race between an electric car, a hybrid 
car and a gas-powered car. Who will win the mystery 
prize? No matter who wins, they’ll all need to work 
together to spell out what it is! This show focuses on 
early literacy and is recommended for ages 2-6. This 
performance is supported by the Chicopee Cultural 
Council, a local agency, which is supported by the MA 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

Also on Wednesday, April 17, kids and families 
can play Bingo for Books at 2:30 p.m. Listen to the 
numbers and letters, mark off your bingo card, and 
maybe win a book as a prize! Library staff will host as 
many rounds as folks can play in an hour. 

On Thursday, April 18, there will be a Pokémon 
Party in the Children’s Room!  Kids, teens and fami-
lies are invited to stop by for activities and a scavenger 
hunt from 2:30 – 4 p.m.

The library will also host events for teens in April. 
Teen events are for middle and high school students, 
ages 11-18.

Teens are invited to a Throwback Thursday event 
on April 25 at 2:30 p.m. Childhood nostalgia is on of-
fer with fun games, coloring, and the giant parachute. 

The Nintendo Switch will be ready to play in the 
library’s Teen Space after school on Tuesdays 2:30 
- 4:30 p.m. in April. (Not including school vacation 
week). Teens can play Press A to Play, Super Smash 
Bros Ultimate, Warioware, and more!

For more information about the Chicopee Public 
Library, go to www.chicopeepubliclibrary.org.

RiverMills Center 
Transportation Services 
available to seniors

CHICOPEE – The Chicopee Council on Aging’s 
Transportation Department provides rides to the senior 
center, doctor’s offices, supermarkets, pharmacies, etc. 
for Chicopee older adults. 

Transportation service is available Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Reserva-
tions must be made at least five business days in ad-
vance by calling 413-536-5733. 

A $7,875.00 grant from WestMass Eldercare has 
allowed the senior center to expand its transportation 
offerings. Shopping Trips are funded in part by a Title 
III/Older Americans Act grant from WestMass Elder-
Care, with support from the Mass. Executive Office of 
Elder Affairs and the Federal Administration for Com-
munity Living.  There is no charge for this service, but 
participants are welcome to make a voluntary, confi-
dential donation for a shopping ride. 

To learn more, contact Nicholas Wosko at 413-
536-5733 or NWosko@Chicopeema.gov.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com

 Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

FOR SALE SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets. Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to fill Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully benefited position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us 
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been filled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

GRANT WRITER/
FACILITATOR 

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for a 
part-time (15 hours per week) 
Grant Writer/Facilitator.  See job 
description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary is commensurate with 
experience, Current appropria-
tion is $30.28 per hour. Please 
submit a resume and cover letter 
to selectmen@brookfield-
ma.us Open until filled.
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have flexible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

TOWN TREASURER:

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for the 
full- time (40-hour week) position 
of Town Treasurer. Full job de-
scription at brookfieldma.us. 
Salary commensurate with ex-
perience. Current appropriation 
is $80,498.62.  Submit cover let-
ter and resume to: selectmen@
brookfieldma.us.  Reviews begin 
week of April 15th.  Open until 
filled.  The Town of Brookfield is 
an Equal Opportunity/ Affirma-
tive Action Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

AUTOSERVICES HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Community
newspapers
championed

“mobile-friendly” 

Keep up with current trends, our newspaper 
web sites are mobile-friendly too!

Easily connect with your community news, 
find quick links to our facebook feeds, 

browse newspaper archives and 
submit your own news items by visiting
www.newspapers.turley.com

IN THE CITY
Meet our families: The faces behind the Habitat homeownership mission

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications 

Manager, Greater Springfield Habitat 
for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD - 
Greater Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity (GSHFH) recently 
celebrated its newest homeown-
er. Single mother Antonia San-
tos purchased a 1,500-square-
foot colonial home in Holyoke 
for herself and her four young-
est children. Like her predeces-
sors and someday successors, 
Antonia came from a challeng-
ing background in which home-
ownership would not be attain-
able through traditional means. 

Greater Springfield Habi-
tat believes its homeownership 
mission is a crucial foundation 
for any family. By moving out 
of substandard housing and into 
a Habitat home, homeowners 
and their families become more 
likely to improve their health, 
attain a better education, and in-
crease their safety and personal 
wealth.

“I think we all gain inspira-
tion from our partner families to 
continue helping others become 
homeowners,” said Olga Callir-
gos, GSHFH Homeowner Pro-
grams coordinator. “It isn’t easy 
to overcome language barriers, 
health issues, domestic vio-
lence, or any other bumps in the 
path of life, but yet it has made 
our partner families more driven 
and dedicated to a fresh start.”

Antonia and her children 
are survivors of domestic vio-
lence. After leaving an abusive 
husband, Antonia sought help 
from nonprofits to get a fresh 
start. She found counseling, 
training, and employment. She 
learned to live by a budget, 
save regularly, give back to the 
community, and build a support 
system through her work and 
church families. 

“It has been a hard road, but 
I made it. No, we made it, my 
family and me,” said Antonia 
at the Valentine’s Day dedica-
tion, a ceremony celebrating the 
completion of the new home’s 
construction. She closed on the 
house the next day. “God is 
good. He has blessed me tre-
mendously, especially with my 
family and the opportunity to 
partner with Habitat for Hu-
manity to help make my dreams 

come true.”
In January 2023, Greater 

Springfield Habitat sold a home, 
which neighbors Antonia’s resi-
dence, to a family of four. Life-
long renters Juan Gonzalez and 
Ireydiza Perez purchased the 
home to give their two young 
children better lives. 

Several years before they 
partnered with GSHFH, Juan 
and Ireydiza dreamed of pur-
chasing their first home through 
traditional means. Then, trage-
dy struck. A workplace injury 
disabled Juan, the breadwin-
ner. Following several surgeries 
and two strokes, their dreams 
were put on hold. Juan was un-
able to return to work. Ireydiza 
left school to become the sole 
breadwinner, and create time to 
care for their children and her 
recuperating husband.

“I know we all experience 

unexpected hardships in our life 
and these times are when our 
trust in God is tested,” Juan said. 
“After my stroke and losing my 
career, my family and I got test-
ed. I didn’t think getting a house 
for them would be possible. 
Thanks to Habitat for Humani-
ty, y’all are making our dream 
come true. … Not only do you 
build houses and sell them at 
affordable prices, but you also 
save lives through this program. 
Thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for giving us the op-
portunity to be homeowners.”

In September 2023, Great-
er Springfield Habitat accept-
ed the newest family into the 
homeowner program – Driss 
and Majda Errahali with their 
four children. The family em-
igrated from Morocco in 2018 
in search of better opportunities. 
They lived in a house in West 

Springfield until a car crashed 
into the home causing structural 
damage. It was condemned and 
the family was moved to a tiny 
two-bedroom apartment in the 
same town. The girls who are 
8- and 11-years old share one 
bedroom, while the Driss, Ma-
jda, and the two youngest boys 
share the other bedroom.

“We applied through the 
homeownership program to 
get a home so that our children 
would have a better life,” said 
Driss, the patriarch who works 
as a truck driver, while his wife 
Majda cares for the children. 
“My dream is for my children to 
be good people and useful to so-
ciety and do good deeds for the 
environment and achieve their 
dreams.”

Construction on Driss and 
Majda’s home is scheduled to 
begin this spring.

Antonia’s keys to new house. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Driss, Madja, whole family by banner.
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Maureen 
McGarrett Hall

 REALTOR® 

realtybymaureen@gmail.com  413-364-4994

30 YEARS OF 
SALES AND 
MARKETING 
EXPERIENCE

MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

Let’s make big moves 
  together, call today!!

Helping you find the key 
to your dreams! 

cue Inc., expressed elation at the 
turnout.

“This is more of a success 
than I was expecting,” Fiskaa 
said.

Bill Stetson, owner of Rum-
bleseat Bar & Grille, explained 
he and Fiskaa met to talk about 
the event, calling it a win-win for 
all.

“Every single person in here 
is smiling. Everyone’s having 
a good time. There’s kids here, 
there’s people who never walked 
through my door before,” Stetson 
said. “Her followers and her Face-
book page people got exposed to 
my business and kind of how we 
operate and a lot of my customers 
that didn’t know anything about 

Halfway Home Cat Rescue got 
exposed to the organization and 
all the good that it does.” Fiskaa 
agreed.

“I’m happy that we can bring 
customers in here and do this. We 
would love to do it again. This is 
so amazing,” Fiskaa said.

Carleen Mullin oversees so-
cial media for Halfway Home Cat 
Rescue, sharing she was speech-
less at the community support.

Mullin expressed gratitude 
to Stetson and Rumbleseat for 
their partnership.

“We have so many fosters 
that came out here today just to 
advocate for their cats and help-
ing them find homes and I talked 
to so many people and I met so 
many people,” Mullin said. “It’s 
just wonderful.”

Kaitlin Joseph has been a 
foster mom alongside her moth-
er and two daughters since 2020, 
calling the experience “very fun” 
and “a lot of work.”

Joseph was thrilled with the 
community coming out for the 
event, having met so many people 
and being able to raise funds for 
the organization.

“I like having the project of 
it. I like that there’s always some-
thing to do, there’s always some-
body to snuggle (with.) You can 
sit down on the couch and there’s 
always somebody right there in 
your lap purring. It’s wonderful,” 
Joseph said.

Joseph said anyone who is 
interested in fostering can check 
the Halfway Home Cat Rescue 
Facebook page to apply.

“It’s just great whether you 
take on a litter of kittens or you 
just have a place for a single 
adult,” Joseph said.

Fiskaa wants the commu-
nity to know the organization is 
dedicated to cat and kitten rescue 
and they love interacting with the 
community.

“It’s nice to just be working 
with Billy and having a place to 
do this,” Fiskaa said.

Stetson hopes the event gets 
the word out about the organiza-
tion.

“Everything that they do is 
about goodness, helping the cats 
and kittens,” Stetson said. “Ev-
erybody in this place is smiling 
and happy. Cats make people 
happy.”

Fiskaa encouraged residents 

to check out events like this in the 
future and consider supporting 
them.

“The next time they see an 
event, come on out. Support us, 
support local businesses like the 
Rumbleseat and just to get in-
volved,” Fiskaa said.

Mullin added this message 
on other ways to support them.

“Even if you’re not look-
ing to adopt, even if you can’t 
financially afford to support a 
fundraiser, just share our posts. 
Sharing it with other people is a 
way to support us without any fi-
nancial investment,” Mullin said.

To learn more, visit the Half-
way Home Cat Rescue Inc. Face-
book page.

FELINE from page 1

Bill Stetson, owner of Rumbleseat Bar & Grille, smiles as 
he holds a kitten during the Adoption Fundraiser Event to 
support Halfway Home Cat Rescue Inc. on March 28.

A poster board showcases information about Halfway 
Home Cat Rescue Inc., a nonprofit organization supporting 
cats and kittens, during their Adoption Fundraiser Event at 
the Rumbleseat Bar & Grille on March 28.

A banner for Halfway Home Cat Rescue Inc. on display 
inside Rumbleseat Bar & Grille.

An attendee holds a foster kitten during the Adoption 
Fundraiser event at the Rumbleseat Bar & Grille on March 
28.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

A close-up of a foster kitten being held during the Adop-
tion Fundraiser event.

A close-up shot of foster kittens sleeping and playing, and 
one looking right at our camera.

Foster kittens inside a carrier during the Adoption Fund-
raiser event at the Rumbleseat Bar & Grille on March 28.


