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Crash demo educates teens
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Seniors 
at Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School had the oppor-
tunity to watch a mock crash 
demonstration involving an 

impaired teen driver to learn 
about safe driving on April 7. 

The demonstration fea-
tured members of the fire and 
police departments presenting 
a mock arrest of an impaired 
driver—with a teen volunteer-
ing as the driver—followed 
by a live motor vehicle extri-

cation to help students under-
stand the consequences of un-
safe decisions when driving.

Public Information Offi-
cer Travis Odiorne explained 
how prom and graduation 
season are coming up for the 
seniors. 

“So, get the general 

awareness out to the commu-
nity, especially kids. If you’re 
going to be out, going out and 
celebrating,” Odiorne said. 
“Just be aware, be smart.”

Odiorne suggested stu-

By Dalton Zbierski 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – The City 
Council expressed unan-
imous support on April 7 
for adopting a Vision Zero 
Safety policy, designed to 
keep pedestrians, bicyclists 
and drivers safe. 

The goal of the policy 
is to reduce traffic deaths 
and serious injuries in the 
city by 75% by 2033 and 
bring the fatality count 
down to zero by 2041. 

The initiative is sup-
ported by a Safe Streets 
and Roads for All grant that 
Chicopee received from the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. 

“The goal is to protect 
and coexist, I’ll say, with 
three modes of transporta-
tion, whether it be vehicles, 
bicycles or pedestrians. We 
don’t want to see anymore 
fatalities in Chicopee,” 
Mayor John Vieau said. 

Vieau informed the 
City Council that its support 
would be pivotal to pro-
gressing the program and 

better ensuring the safety of 
residents who walk, bike or 
drive along city streets. 

“Eliminating crashes, 
focusing on problematic 
areas – that’s what [this] 
grant is all about. It’s ex-
citing that once you receive 
the initial grant, you’ll re-
ceive another to fund one 
of the major projects that 
is identified by the Safe 
Streets [and Roads] for All 
program,” Vieau said. 

Ward 7 Councilor and 
longtime Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office Officer Bill 
Courchesne weighed in on 
the issue. He said he was 
very excited to see the poli-
cy come to fruition. 

“I’ve actually been a 
part of the Vision Zero net-
work since February 2023, 
when I joined in their mis-
sion,” Courchesne said. 
“I’ve noticed a lot of the 
people on this committee 
are administrative per se, so 
if you’re looking for those 
of us who are on the ground 

Council supports 
Vision Zero Policy, 
pedestrian safety
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The Chicopee Fire Department demonstrates how to get into a vehicle to save a life during the Mock Crash Demo at Chicopee Com-
prehensive High School on April 7.

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

CHICOPEE – On April 
11, Chicopee High’s Drama 
Club presented their second 
showing of “The Lightning 
Thief: The Percy Jackson 
Musical.” 

The production was di-
rected by Jen Maslowski, and 
music direction was by Mi-
chael Kagan and Samantha 

Franciosa. From atmospher-
ic sets to smooth transitions 
thanks to the crew, and of 
course fabulous vocals and 
acting from the cast, CHS 
Drama Club has once again 
outdone themselves for their 
Spring 2026 musical.

Three of the cast mem-
bers after the show shared 
their favorite things about be-
ing in the production.

Marshall Lynch who 

played Percy Jackson said, 
“It’s kind of nice not having 
to worry about getting back 
on stage, I will say, just be-
cause I’m there like 99% of 
the time. I don’t have to worry 
about missing an entrance, so 
that was pretty nice.”

Teddy Carpenter, who 
played Annabeth Chase, said, 
“It was amazing. It was very 
like scary getting the role 
because I was against upper-

classmen. But it was so awe-
some. It was so fun to play 
Annabeth. She was one of my 
dream roles. I cried when I 
found out I got the role.”

Max Suleski, who played 
Grover Underwood, said, 
“My favorite thing is just the 
people. Like this is an amaz-
ing group of people.”
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Chicopee Comprehensive High’s Drama Club cast and crew for their Spring 2026 musical, “The Lightning Thief: The Percy Jackson 
Musical.”

By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — The Cas-
tle of Knights played host to 
the Greater Chicopee Cham-
ber of Commerce officially 
welcoming back the annual 
Business Expo on Tuesday, 
April 7, which hasn’t been of-
fered since 2018. 

Despite the long time 
away, it was clear that the ta-
bletop networking mixer still 
held interest, as close to 60 
companies gathered and set 
up booths and tables filled to 
the brim with their products 
and giveaways, drawing the 
attention of more than 300 

people in attendance. 
The sponsor for the expo 

was PeoplesBank, and the 
event ran from 4 to 7 p.m.

Breaking down the over-
all success of the evening was 
Melissa Breor, the executive 
director for the Chicopee 
Chamber of Commerce, who 
explained the event used to be 
a bit bigger.

“This is the first Busi-
ness Expo that we have held 
post-pandemic. We used to 
conduct this with other cham-
bers in the region,” Breor 
said. 

Breor said the idea to 
revive the mixer was float-
ed around from the first day 

she joined the chamber back 
in 2022, with many feeling 
a reluctant necessity for it to 
make a return. 

“I remember hearing 
some members pass along, 
‘Maybe we should bring back 
the tabletop event,’ but I felt 
that I wanted to get my feet 
under me before adding an-
other big event, because the 
truth is this is a sizable event, 
and to host something of this 
proportion and scale takes a 
full team effort,” Breor said.

 However, in the end, she 
felt she made the right deci-

Annual Business Expo a rousing success

Holmes recognized 
for Eagle Scout project

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Bryce 
Holmes was recognized by 
the City Council and May-
or John Vieau on April 7 for 
obtaining the rank of Eagle 
Scout.

Holmes, a lifelong res-
ident of Chicopee, has been 
an active member of West-
ern Mass Council Scouting 
since December 2013 and 

is the first registered Lion 
Scout in Cub Scout Pack 
138. In 2020, he joined Boy 
Scout Troop 303 in South 
Hadley, where he held dis-
tinct positions as Quarter-
master, Troop Guide and 
Order of the Arrow repre-
sentative. 

Holmes is, also, a 
Brotherhood Member of the 
Order of the Arrow and reg-
ularly participates in many 
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City Council Vice President/Ward 6 City Councilor Sam 
Shumsky with Bryce Holmes after receiving a letter of recog-
nition from the City Council on April 7.
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The Greater Chicopee Chamber of Commerce brought back their Annual Business Expo, to huge 
success. 

See PERCY JACKSON 
page 9

See BUSINESS  EXPO
 page 9

See HOLMES page 6

See CRASH DEMO 
page 5

See VISION ZERO 
page 8

CHS Drama Club shines in ‘The Lightning 
Thief: The Percy Jackson Musical’
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Best 
Pizza 

in
Town

You 
Ring 
We 

Bring213 South Street, Holyoke

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE

www.holyokepizza.com 

Holyoke Pizza
WE DELIVER!

DAILY SPECIALSDAILY SPECIALS
(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 .....$8.95 
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda .................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda ............................. $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda .................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda .................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ................... $15.50
10” Cheese Pizza ................................................$8.95 Each Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............... $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda ....................... $10.99

Dear Holyoke Pizza Team,

We are pleased to inform you that Holyoke Pizza has been officially recognized as the 
BEST of 2026 Holyoke Award Winner in the Pizza Restaurant category - an honor 
based on verified data from Google Reviews as analyzed and certified by Business rate 
provides intelligent ranking solutions and comprehensive review, management services 
to help local businesses thrive in competitive markets through data-driven insights and 
proven strategies. 

This recognition is part of the BusinessRate BEST of 2026 Awards, which identify 
local leaders in customer satisfaction, brand reputation, and service excellence. Your 
BusinessRate Score is a complete performance metric that combines all factors with a 
simple, easy-to-understand score. This comprehensive rating shows how your business 
ranks against local competitors. 

Congratulations again on this outstanding achievement; 
earned not by application or nomination, but by the 
authentic feedback of your own customers.

Warm regards,
Kyle Pittman
BEST of 2026 Holyoke Awards

Holyoke Pizza named ‘Best Pizza Holyoke Pizza named ‘Best Pizza 
Restaurant in Holyoke for 2026’Restaurant in Holyoke for 2026’ 413.532.6666

National podcast visits Chicopee during Main Street Finds event
By Brendan Rooney 

Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — Chicopee 
reached national acclaim when 
the “Fixed Ops Mastermind”(-
FOM) podcast made a pit stop 
at the Metro Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram branch on March 
28, becoming the first guest on 
the new “Antique Car Dealer 
Road Show” series, drawing 
the attention of many, as some 
even traveled from out of state 
and brought some legendary 
pieces with them. 

Spearheading the event 
was Dave Foy, the podcast’s 
founder, who has worked in 
the automotive industry since 
1987 and once worked with 
the founders of the Chicopee 
dealership.

Foy also serves as the or-
ganizer for the “Main Street 
Finds” event, which provides 
a platform for people to dis-
play historical items related to 
cars and local businesses, and 
which filmed an episode that 
day on site. 

“I have been in the auto-
motive industry since 1987, 
but now that I’m finally on 
the other side, from running 
stores, among other jobs, I 
have found myself wanting to 
be able to present dealerships 
to the community in a positive 
light, meaning that I want to 
be able to showcase all that 
they do for the community, 
that they don’t take credit for,” 
Foy said. 

Foy acknowledged the 
sizable crowd that began to 
pour in. 

“Look around, there are 
a whole ton of people here, 
some brought cars, others 
brought memorabilia that 
some have been passed down 
through generations, and it’s 
just a great experience for 
them to hang out and have 
the platform to talk about the 
things they love,” Foy said. 

And changing gears to 
shed some light on how the 
dealership got selected by Foy, 
that question was answered by 
Felicia Barr, who is the service 
director at the dealership, and 
one of Foy’s former co-work-
ers from his time at Metro. 

“I truly felt that for Dav-
e(Foy) to come here and start 
the roadshow here was truly 
an honor. At first, I was like I 
don’t know if anyone would 
come, but seeing the turnout 
has been incredible to say the 
least,” Barr said. “I do want to 
add I have been working here 
at the dealership for more than 
14 years, so the involvement 
from the community, and the 

relationship between the com-
munity and the dealership 
continues to grow, and I’m 
grateful to be here, and grate-
ful to serve Chicopee.”

Foy shared one of the 
main attraction pieces that was 
on display, which was a Lim-
ited Edition 1970 Plymouth 
Road Runner in Panther Pink 
(officially “Moulin Rouge,” 
code FM3), which was one of 
only 44 that were ever made. 

He then introduced the 
owner, Ralph Barbagallo, who 
explained how he came into 
possession of the vehicle. 

“So my daughter was 
born in 2011, and I went to 
Chrysler dealership, I came 
over to Metro, and I said, ‘Fe-
licia(Barr) I want a furious 
fuchsia challenger. She told 
me they “we have a 2010”, I 
said no I need a 2011, she told 
me they don’t make them, 
well my daughter wasn’t 
born in 2010, she was born 
in 2011,”’ Barbagallo said. “I 
then explained I thought it be 
would a nice car for her when 
she gets older, so that didn’t 
happen, and I’ve always been 
looking for a pink road runner, 
then this car came up on eBay 
during 2014. It came with a 
missing a bunch of pieces, 
along with a rusted out hulk, 
but it had all of the proper 
documentation, so I then won 
the car on eBay auction for 
$2,333.33.” 

Barbagallo explained that 
he and his family brought the 
car home, and it took over 
three years to restore the price-
less vehicle to the condition it 
is now in. 

“During that time frame, 
we went to the body shop, the 

body was all completely done, 
and then we started assem-
bling it, and then my daughter 
and I did all of the restoration 
on the car,” Barbagallo said. 
“So, when it came time to re-
build the motor, my daughter, 
my father, and her grandfather 
(my father-in-law, who is a 
mechanic) put the motor to-
gether and assembled it, and 
the end product is what you 
see now.”

 Barbagallo added the car 
was featured on the front cov-
er of the leading Mopar Mag-
azine back in 2020, which had 
his daughter on the front, and 
the publication did a feature as 
well, to which Barbagallo ex-
pressed praise. 

He then discussed the role 
the dealership plays with the 
community, highlighting some 
future events fast approaching. 

“Metro understands the 
importance of being part of 
the community,” Barbagallo 
said. “They do a lot of great 
events throughout the year, for 
example, on May 3, Metro is 
hosting the 46th Annual Mo-
par Expo Show & Swap Meet, 
and then in August, there is a 
Jeep Show scheduled as well.” 

He said that the cycle of 
life and the experience of see-
ing the splendor of new cars at 
the dealership still hold strong 
and continue to take shape, 
as it was something that Bar-
bagallo remembers from his 
childhood, and a point of con-
nection he has strengthened 
with his daughter. 

“It harkens back to the 
days of the 70’s and 80’s when 
our fathers were kids and their 
dads, would say ‘Ok get all 
your homework done, and I’ll 

bring you down to the dealer-
ship and we’re going to unveil 
the Charger,’ and it was just a 
moment of amazement, and 
at that time the dealership did 

similar ways of innovation 
and connection to get your 
kids involved, establish a 
sense of family, and so Main 
Street Finds is awesome, and 

it’s all about having a great 
time, and simply they get it,”’ 
Barbagallo said. 

Ralph Barbagallo and his daughter, Owners of a Limited Edition 1970 Plymouth Road Runner in 
Panther Pink.

Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee to hold Designer Bingo event
CHICOPEE - The Boys 

& Girls Club of Chicopee 
will hold their Designer Bin-
go event, presented by Peo-
plesBank, on Saturday, May 
9 at the Chicopee Elks Lodge 

#1849 431 Granby Rd, Chi-
copee, MA 01013. 

Doors will open at Noon 
and games begin at 1:30 p.m. 
Admission is a donation of 
$30 pp or $25 pp if you have 

a table of eight and includes 
10 games for a chance to win 
a designer bag. 

Attendees can enjoy lunch 
for a fee from Noon to 1:30 
p.m, cash bar, raffle prizes and 

a special raffle featuring a Lou-
is Vuitton, which you must be 
present at the event to win. For 
more information and to join in 
the fun, check out www.bgcchi-
copee.org.

Our mission is to enable 
all young people, especially 
those who need us most, to 
reach their full potential as 
productive, caring, responsi-
ble citizens.

1950 Dodge Power Wagon Pickup fully restored, owned by Wayne Milelzcik.

Correction
In the Apr. 3 edition 

of the Chicopee Register, 
a Chicopee Comp soft-
ball player pictured in the 
upper left of page 7 was 
incorrectly identified. 
The player is Brielle Ben-
nett. We apologize for the 
error.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY 

From Left to Right - Bob Barr, Dave Foy, “Fixed Ops Mastermind” Podcast founder, and a colleague 
chat.

Some of the timeless memorabilia that guests brought, which 
were featured on the “Fixed Ops Mastermind” Podcast.
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Pilot Travel Center 
officially opens 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Pilot 
Travel Center celebrated its 
grand opening on Burnett 
Road in Chicopee with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
April 8.

The truck stop and trav-
el center is located next to 
the Massachusetts Turnpike 
entrance, comprising a mod-
ern, open-concept store de-
sign, restrooms and showers, 
four self-checkout lines, large 
beverage coolers, the new 
Pilot Eats food service offer-
ing signature, guest-favorite 
items, mobile fueling and 
exclusive in-app offers avail-
able through the Pilot app and 
many more amenities. 

It was also announced 
that $20,000 was donated to 
the Chicopee Public Schools 
as part of Pilot’s Miles of 
Good initiative. 

The project was first 
approved by the Planning 
Board in May 2022. In Sep-
tember 2022, the City Coun-
cil had rejected permits for 
fuel storage and gas station 
licenses, leading to a court 
case requesting the council’s 
decision be vacated and the 
licenses granted. 

Lawyers for Pilot Travel 
Center had argued the coun-
cil’s decision was unlawful, 

and the City Council’s de-
cision was later upheld by 
Hampden Superior Court in 
June 2024. 

After the applications 
were withdrawn, the project 
returned when the applicant, 
Dinesh Patel, reapplied for the 
licenses. In December 2024, 
the City Council approved the 
project in two 10-3 votes: one 
for an amended fuel storage 
license from Chicopee Inn, 
Inc., and another for a ser-
vice station license from Pilot 
Travel Centers LLC. 

Also, an 8-5 vote to not 
send the items back to the Li-
cense Committee for another 
public hearing. The night be-
fore, the License Committee 
had voted 2-2, with one ab-
stention, creating an unfavor-
able report.

Residents against the 
project had expressed con-
cerns about traffic impact and 
cited accidents in the area, 
while those for it emphasized 
bringing business to Chicop-
ee, including tax revenue.

Pilot later broke ground 
in August 2025 and officially 
opened in January. 

Regional Manager Bran-
don Ohler shared while Pilot 
is “here to serve guests on the 
road, this travel center is also 
(a) dedicated investment into 
a local neighborhood.”

“It serves as an eco-
nomic driver in the area and 

we’re proud to make this 
commitment to our commu-
nity. We’re honored to work 
with Chicopee and we look 
forward to a long, successful 
partnership. Our incredible 
team here at POD made this 
day possible. I want to ex-
tend my deepest gratitude for 
their hard work, resilience 
and dedication,” Ohler said. 
“Our team members—who 
we call journeymakers—are 
part of this community, they 
live here, work here and have 
families that go to school 
here. Together, we’re excited 
to serve the community.”

State Rep. Shirley Arria-
ga (D-Chicopee) said: “this is 
not only beneficial for the dis-
trict here, for Chicopee, but 
really for the region.”

“This is a well-needed 
business that we’re happy is 
finally underway. It is a beau-
tiful, beautiful building. I wel-
come, encourage everyone to 
come and support. They are 
great business partners not 
only to Chicopee, but really to 
the greater Springfield com-
munity,” Arriaga said. “We’re 
looking forward to contin-
ued success for you and your 
team. But really, I thank you 
for choosing Chicopee to do 
business and I wish you the 
very best.”

After Jennifer Pickering, 
district director for State Sen. 
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), 
presented a citation on behalf 
of the Massachusetts State 
Senate, Patel expressed ex-
citement about the opening. 

“From the very begin-
ning, this project is about not 
just building a travel center, 
but it is about serving the peo-
ple and the local community. 
Whether it’s a long-haul truck 
driver who’s keeping our 
economy alive right now, (a) 
family who’s passing through 
Western Massachusetts and 
local residents who stop by 
for the convenience, or the 
food, gas and diesel,” Patel 
said. “Chicopee always stays 
in our heart because this is a 
unique location. It is a stra-
tegic location and Chicop-
ee always brings continued 

growth.”
After thanking everyone 

who supported the project, 
Patel said the location would 
bring jobs, economic activi-
ty and a reliable, high-qual-
ity stop to travelers. He later 
shared 40 full-time employ-
ees from Western Mass were 
hired, with 60 employees in 
total. 

Assistant Superintendent 
Carol Kruser was joined by 
Kristen Coelho, the Family 
and Community Engage-
ment Facilitator for Chicopee 
Public Schools, to accept the 
$20,000 donation.

“We just want to thank 
you so much for thinking of 
Chicopee Public Schools and 
all the students here in the 
city. It was lovely to meet 
everybody and to talk about 
how this was a project of the 
heart and how the heart and 
soul is in Chicopee, and that’s 
how we feel and we’re here to 
support,” Kruser said.

Coelho explained the 
donation would support the 
FACE team’s community en-
gagement in the district. 

“This will allow us to re-
ally extend and bring much 
more programming to Chi-
copee, our school system. I 
look forward to hosting many 
parent academies. We have a 
lot of workshops in the works. 
We have Literacy Nights, cul-

tural celebrations and many 
more, now, opportunities to 
offer our families and engage 
with them in the community,” 
Coelho said. 

Melissa Breor, execu-
tive director of the Greater 
Chicopee Chamber of Com-
merce, said the chamber “of-
ten talk about the importance 
of creating an environment 
where business can grow and 
succeed and today is (an) ex-
ample of that in action.”

“Projects like this don’t 
happen overnight and they 
certainly don’t happen with-
out persistence. This project 
has had a long road and to-
day is a testament to what’s 
possible when partners stay 
committed, work through 
challenges and keep moving 
forward,” Breor said. 

Ohler thanked the com-
munity for its support. 

“It’s been very welcom-
ing. Everybody’s been very 
positive. I know that we’re 
very excited to work shoul-
der-to-shoulder with the com-
munity, but it took a team ef-
fort and everybody chipping 
in and spending time with us. 
It’s been very exciting,” Ohler 
said. 

“We’re here for them. 
We’re excited to be a part of 
them and we’re a 24/7 oper-
ation, so we’re here to fulfill 
their needs,” Ohler said. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

From the left, State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), Dinesh Patel, Regional Manager Brandon Ohler, Assistant Superintendent 
Carol Kruser, Kristen Coelho, the Family and Community Engagement Facilitator for Chicopee Public Schools, and Jennifer Pickering, 
district director for State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), with the $20,000 donation to Chicopee Public Schools. 

An exterior shot of the Pilot Travel Center

The Center for Human Development, Inc. (CHD), located in Springfield, MA 
is recruiting for the position of Compliance Specialist and Human Rights 
Coordinator. 

The job requires monitoring and evaluating human rights compliance 
and taking necessary measures to ensure the organization complies with 
Massachusetts State Human Rights regulations, CHD policies, and internal 
and external reporting related to human rights functions. Supports other 
key compliance activities under direction of the Compliance Manager. 

Requirements:
• Minimum of a bachelor’s degree (or foreign equivalent) 
 in health care compliance, health care and 
 human rights, law, or related field. 

• At least 12 months of related employment experience 
 as a legal assistant, paralegal, associate attorney, 
 or related field. 

• 0% travel. 

Take advantage of a competitive salary range of $49,962 - $61,318 
annually along with a phenomenal benefits package that includes  
Dental, Health and Life insurance. Paid time off, earned vacation time  
and paid holidays just to name a few.

CONNECT WITH OUR TEAM TODAY! 
 • If this sounds like the right job for you, do not wait - 
 apply today by sending your cover letter and resume to: 

Human Resources Department, Recruitment Office, 
 332 Birnie Avenue, Springfield, MA 01107.  

At Center for Human Development (CHD) Care Finds a way:  

The Center for Human Development (CHD) provides a broad range of  
high quality, community-oriented human services dedicated to promoting, 
enhancing, and protecting the dignity and welfare of people in need.  
At CHD we are celebrating differences, inclusion is not just a policy- 
it is a daily practice. Multicultural, multilingual, and fluent in sign language, 
CHD is a reflection of those we serve. 
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OPINION

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

Chicopee Register

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by 
Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, 

Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

WEB
chicopeeregister.

turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

I was so looking for-
ward to last Saturday, a day 
in which I did not have to 
drive anywhere. I could sim-
ply stay put and work on 
getting the yard in shape.  

Boy, was it a long win-
ter, and there was proof 
of that no matter where I 
turned. 

Read on to learn which 
outdoor and indoor garden-
ing activities kept me busy.

First I decided to tackle 
the perennial and shrub bor-
ders that I walk by the most 
often. Half of the reason we 
garden is because we like to 
stand back in admiration, so 
I figured if I cleaned those 
up I’d have something to 
feel good about on my way 
to the car or the chicken 
coop.  

I leave many perennials 
standing through the winter, 
especially those with seed 
heads the birds might like to 
dine on.  

So, before I got out the 
rake, I went plant by plant 
with my hedge clippers, 
cutting the dead and brown 
stalks to about “fist” height 
from the ground. Hedge 
clippers make fast work of 
this task. After that came the 
rake, with which I carefully 
cleaned the bed of matted 
leaves and the plant parts I 
just cut back. As I was work-
ing, I weeded out clover, and 
some perennial grasses that 
appeared within the bed, and 
although I am nowhere near 
ready to apply bark mulch, 
I got out the spade and did 
my best to put a crisp edge 
on the border with the lawn. 
Looking good.

While I was putting 
tools away I found (gasp) 
some hyacinth and daffodil 
bulbs that never got planted 
in the fall. I cannot even be-
lieve that there were green 
tips on these bulbs that sat in 
a empty pot in my unheated 
subarctic garden shed over 
the winter months.  

I figured that after that 
torture they deserved to be 
planted. I sunk them twice 
their height deep and wa-
tered them in. Say a prayer. 

My “Redbud garden” 
shares a stone wall with 
some thornless blackberry 
bushes. It may not have been 
smart on my account to have 
an ornamental garden oppo-
site plants that like to suck-
er like crazy but such is life 
when you want to squeeze 
in as many plants as you can 
into the space you’ve got…
Anyway, ten foot long canes 
jumped the wall into the bed 
where I have a few bulbs and 

biennials at the base of the 
Redbud.  

I was able to give the 
canes a strong yank and lo 
and behold I have three new 
blackberry bushes free for 
the taking. I separated them 
from the mother plant, pot-
ted them up and will delight 
a friend with them, just as 
my friend Kelly’s husband 
had done for me some years 
back.  

These berries are so 
wonderful. Even with a 
small patch I am always able 
to freeze a couple of quarts 
for use in the offseason. 
Yum!

With stems cut back, 
leaves raked, weeds and 
suckers removed and the 
beds given a crisp edge, 
I felt good enough about 
leaving outlying gardens for 
another day. It was time to 
turn my attention to tomato 
seedlings that had long since 
outgrown the seed packs the 
seeds were sown in the third 
week of March.  

Typically we transplant 
when the first true leaves 
form. I am maybe a week 
late.  

Carefully I lifted out 
the clumps of seedlings and 
gently pried the roots apart. 
Tomato seedlings can be 
sunk deeply, almost up to 
their leaves; new roots will 
form on the stems.  

After a gentle watering 
they will go back under the 
grow lights they until they 
are big enough to be moved 
from the six packs to a four 
inch pot. Probably by May 
1. 

What is next on the 
agenda? Next weekend I 
have to assess my pota-
to patch. I’ll probably pull 
up old red raspberry canes 
nearby to expand the bed. 

Blueberry bushes need 
some fertilizer. Asparagus 
could use lime and compost, 
probably some weeding as 
well. 

There is never a dull 
moment this time of year, 
and I am not sure I’d want it 
any other way.

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Mas-
sachusetts. For the last 34 
years, she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

What I did last weekend

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

How homeownership 
builds more than 
a place to live

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications 

Manager, Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
- At first glance, renting and 
owning can look surprisingly 
similar. A monthly payment 
is made. A living situation is 
secured for a month. Life goes 
on. But over time, one small 
difference changes everything. 
Homeownership is about more 
than just paying for a place to 
live. It’s about building some-
thing of your own, one pay-
ment at a time.

Homeownership also 
gives something many renters 
don’t always have: stability, 
control over the space, and the 
ability to put down roots in 
their community. Over times, 
it can open the door to some-
thing even bigger – building 
generational wealth.

“A crucial trend peo-
ple should understand about 
homeownership and wealth is 
that homeowners are, on aver-
age, roughly 40 times wealth-
ier than renters,” said Dawn 
Creighton, Liberty Bank Com-
munity Outreach officer. “It’s 
a wealth gap that has reached 
historic highs.”

A big part of that differ-
ence comes from equity.

Simply put, equity is the 
portion of your home that you 
own. With each mortgage pay-
ment, you’re not just paying to 
live somewhere — you’re in-
creasing your ownership. And 
as home values rise over time, 
that ownership can grow even 
more.

For example, a home 
purchased at $210,000 with 
a small down payment starts 
building equity right away. As 
payments are made and the 
home increases in value, that 
equity can grow significantly 
– sometimes reaching tens or 
even hundreds of thousands of 
dollars over time. 

Greater Springfield Hab-

itat for Humanity (GSHFH) 
makes the purchasing process 
more affordable for the limited 
income population by offering 
low, fixed interest rates; a min-
imal or no down payment, and 
waiving mortgage insurance. 

“After 10 years, equity 
grows more noticeably while 
the home value increases. Af-
ter 20 years, more than 50% of 
the principal (the amount still 
owed) has been paid off. After 
30 years, the family owns it 
outright,” said Olga Callirgos, 
GSHFH Homeowner Services 
manager. “This creates more 
financial freedom as there is 
now no monthly mortgage 
payment. The home is now a 
family asset that can be lived 
in long-term and passed down 
through generations.”

That piece makes a dif-
ference to many families, par-
ticularly those who previously 
faced housing instability.

“When a family can stay 
in one place, they can finally 

stop reacting to housing crises 
and start pouring their resourc-
es into long-term goals like 
education or career growth,” 
said Beata Gosselin, Housing 
Counselor program manager 
at Cambridge Credit Coun-
seling. “The extra breathing 
room in the budget allows 
families to build up an emer-
gency fund and handle life’s 
unexpected curveballs with-
out the constant fear of losing 
their housing.”

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat has built 77 homes in 
Hampden County since open-
ing its doors in 1987. The most 
recent home was sold in early 
April to a couple in Holyoke. 
In June 2025, GSHFH sold a 
Springfield home to a couple 
with four school-age children. 
In addition to building equity, 
the kids now have a stable and 
reliable place where they can 
grow and thrive.

“Children growing up 
in a home their parents own, 
generally experience greater 
stability, leading to improved 
educational outcomes, better 
physical/emotional health, and 
higher high school graduation 
rates (up to 25% higher) com-
pared to renters,” Dawn said. 

Anne Eisenman agreed. 
She is a longtime GSHFH 
supporter, volunteer, and for-
mer board of directors’ presi-
dent.

“Living in the same home 
and attending school in one 
district throughout childhood 
provides stability and commu-
nity. Seeing parents caring for 
their home and property teach-
es children life skills such as 
problem solving, prioritizing 
projects, and managing fi-
nances,” she said.

To learn more about 
Greater Springfield Habitat 
and stay up-to-date on open 
application cycles, visit habi-
tatspringfield.org

Same payment, different future

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Chicopee Register
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

chicopeeregister@turley.com  •  413.283.8393

Your Community Newspaper



April 17, 2026 Chicopee Register Page 5 

IN THE CITY
Councilors advocate for syringe disposal hotline

By Dalton Zbierski 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – As the 
Opioid Epidemic continues 
impacting Western Massa-
chusetts, discarded needles 
remain a problem in the city 
of Chicopee. 

During the April 7 City 
Council meeting, Ward 7 
Councilor Bill Courchesne 
proposed financing a syringe 
disposal hotline and needle 
removal service that would 
be facilitated by Tapestry 
Health. 

Ultimately, the council 
voted unanimously to send 
the item to the Finance Com-

mittee for a more in-depth 
conversation. Courchesne 
explained why it would be 
worthwhile to bring the ser-
vice in Chicopee. 

“This is in response to 
many years of people, you 
know, [expressing] concerns, 
being in a park or walking 
on the sidewalk and seeing 
a needle there,” Courchesne 
said. 

He added that the service 
has been provided in Holy-
oke for years, where it’s been 
effective. 

“With this program, they 
will come out within five to 
10 minutes of a phone call 
and retrieve that needle that 

somebody called in about,” 
Courchesne said. “So, it’s a 
manned hotline. At night and 
on the weekends, [retrievals 
happen] the following busi-
ness day.” 

Courchesne said he 
spoke with Chicopee Health 
Director Lisa Sanders and 
that she was “very support-
ive” of the potential initia-
tive.

He noted that the city can 
negotiate the price with Tap-
estry Health and expressed 
that whatever the final price, 
“it will be well worth the 
money the city invests.” 

According to 
Courchesne, he’s spent about 

a year trying to move this 
item forward. He said the 
team at Tapestry Health is 
busy but sees the benefit of 
implementing the service in 
Chicopee, one of the largest 
cities in the region. 

“I think any time we can 
help the residents out with a 
needle and have somebody 
show out in five or 10 min-
utes to retrieve it, that’s phe-
nomenal,” Courchesne said. 
“It’s money well spent. What 
happens when you get poked 
by a needle? [Consequences] 
can be lifelong. Hopefully, 
we’ll pick it up in Finance 
favorably.” 

Councilor-at-Large Jes-

sica Avery voiced support 
for Courchesne’s proposal. 
She said that in the current 
environment, there has been 
a decrease in funding for a 
lot of transmissible disease 
prevention and awareness re-
sources. 

“I think that the more 
money that we can put into 
prevention is money that we 
save in the long run,” Avery 
said. “Especially looking at 
what the hospitals are man-
aging [and] the ways that we 
can decrease the spread of 
STIs and other syringe-relat-
ed diseases, I think is a great 
idea, so I’ll be voting in favor 
of this.” 

Rotary Club 
of Chicopee 
Celebrity 
Bartender Event

CHICOPEE – The Rota-
ry Club of Chicopee will be 
presenting a Celebrity Bar-
tender Event on Wednesday, 
May 6, at 5:30 p.m. at the 
View Street Tavern. 

Support your local celeb-
rities!

5:30 p.m. John Arthur 
(Personnel Recruiter), Lou 
Arasate (Entertainment Di-
rector), Joe Peters (Plastics 
Manufacturing, Retired), 
Gene LaPierre (Entrepreneur, 
Retired)

6:15 p.m. Kirk Burnham, 
Sr. (Vice President, Polish 
National Credit Union), Jason 
Ouellette (Chicopee Concrete 
Service, Inc), Fred Borys 
(Real Estate Appraiser, Re-
tired), Mike Vogel (VP Sales 
Manager, Westfield Bank(

7 p.m. Kat Lockridge 
(Entrepreneur, Retired), Scott 
Channell (General Manager, 
National Vinyl LLC), Karen 
Kirby (Broker/Owner, HB 
Real Estate), Robert Mc-
Namara (McNamara Services 
LLC)

7:45 p.m. Mayor John 
Vieau (City of Chicopee), Jef-
frey Sattler (Senior Relation-
ship Manager, Liberty Bank), 
Kate Riley (Vice President/
Realtor, Riley Home Real-
ty), Chelsea Parker (Director 
of Chicopee Outpatient Ser-
vices, River Valley Counsel-
ing Services)

DJ Services provided by 
Cote Entertainment and Raf-
fle Prizes

This is a great opportu-
nity to network with fellow 
business leaders in the com-
munity. Many are either cur-
rent Rotarians, past Rotarians 
or prospective new Rotarians! 
Thank you for your support!

To support your celebrity 
bartender ahead of the event, 
visit chicopeerotary.org/do-
nations. 

dents also remember Uber or 
rideshare options are avail-
able, offering these safety 
tips.

“Use a designated driv-
er, call your family, call your 
friends,” Odiorne said. 

Fire Capt. Katie Col-
lins-Kalbaugh shared the 
high school asked the first 
responders if they could 
come and do a mock crash 
demo for the students to raise 
awareness.

“Awareness for what 
happens when driving, what 
happens when there’s a ve-
hicle collision, what happens 
during a vehicle extrication. 
So, our crews today put on 
an extrication of a vehicle 
that was already damaged 
and we were able to do a pre-
sentation to students,” Col-
lins-Kalbaugh said. 

C o l l i n s - K a l b a u g h 
stressed the importance of a 
demo like this, noting the sta-
tistics and data of increased 
rates of injury and death for 
young adult drivers. 

“We’re not trying to 
scare them. We’re trying to 
educate them. Educate them 
on making different choic-
es, about driving, wearing 
your seatbelt, not driving im-
paired, following the speed-
ing laws, because we really 

just want to keep them safe 
while they’re out there on the 
road,” Collins-Kalbaugh said. 
“The crews did a really great 
job with the demonstration, 
so we’re grateful for their 
work today.”

Abby Tenczar, director 
of counseling, and Sherri 
Piekarski, substance abuse 
prevention specialist at Chi-
copee Comp and Chicopee 
Academy, were thrilled to 
have this demo for the stu-
dents.

“We just really know that 
there’s a significant need for 
students to be aware of all the 
risks with substance use, and 
so, this is a really good exam-
ple of how to really make it 
impactful for students to be 
aware,” Piekarski said.

“The curriculum as well 
and students are identified 
as needing extra support re-
garding substance use and 
you do groups. We have three 
substance use prevention spe-
cialists throughout the dis-
trict, but we just thought this 
demonstration would be more 
impactful,” Tenczar said. 

Piekarski stressed how 
critical this information was 
not just for the seniors, but 
the younger students as well.

“Substance abuse is 
widespread. Substance abuse 
is all kinds, from alcohol to 
all kinds of other drugs. It 
means a lot. We need to make 

students, families and just the 
larger community aware of 
the seriousness of it,” Piekar-
ski said. “I’m really hoping 
that just the visual of it really 
hit home. That when they go 
out and they get in their car, 
they’re going to say ‘Yeah, I 
got to put my seatbelt on.’ or, 
‘Yeah, I really should not be 
using any kind of substance’ 
and that they just remember 
that for, really, a lifetime. 
That it stays with them. So, 
I’m hopeful.”

“And I think helping 
peers too,” Tenczar said. “If 
they’re seeing that somebody 
is getting behind the wheel 
that shouldn’t be, then they 
can remember this crash 
scene and say, ‘Hey, let me 
give you a ride. Let’s get an 
Uber, let’s call our parents.’ 
That sort of thing.”

Piekarski was also 
thankful for the connections 
with the fire and police de-
partments.

“That’s a really critical 
piece. It’s showing that we 
have these connections and 
that the community is so 
important to spreading this 
message and then just these 
people who do this incredi-
ble work. That we’re all do-
ing this incredible work, that 
we’re all working as a team. 
It’s a team effort with every-
body,” Piekarski said. 

Tenczar hopes kids talk 

to their families and peers af-
ter seeing the demo.

“We want kids talking 
about it. We want them to 
go home, talk to their par-
ents about it,” Tenczar said. 
“Hopefully, they’ll be talking 
with lots of other kids about 
what they saw.”

Piekarski wants the 

community to know the Chi-
copee Public Schools “is on 
this.”

“We’re aware, we know 
it’s super prevalent and that 
our kiddos, our youth, really 
need to know how substance 
use will and can impact them. 
So, the community-at-large 
as well,” Piekarski said. 

CRASH DEMO
from page 1

Here, we get a close-up shot of the firefighters working on the damaged vehicle.

Firefighters work together to put the victim on a stretcher to be taken to the hospital.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Greek goddess of marriage
  5. Tropical American blue 

jay-like bird
 10. Abba __, Israeli politician
 14. Dark olive black
 15. Light, crinkled fabric
 16. Notre Dame has a golden 

one
 17. Leaked blood
 18. Confronted
 19. Negligible amount
 20. Facilitated
 22. Hill or rocky peak
 23. Minneapolis suburb
 24. Songs to one’s beloved
 27. Brake horsepower
 30. Angry
 31. Children’s game
 32. Spelling is a type of one
 35. Obtained in return for 

labor
 37. Indicates center
 38. Chinese dynasty
 39. Old World buffaloes
 40. Slang for time off

 41. Fabric
 42. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
 43. Defunct regional economic 

organization
 44. Philly footballers
 45. Female sibling
 46. Peter Griffin’s daughter
 47. Digital audiotape
 48. Insecticide
 49. Scientific instrument
 52. Pages may be dog-__
 55. Israeli city __ Aviv
 56. Type of sword
 60. Middle Eastern military 

title
 61. Wise individuals
 63. French Polynesian island 

Bora __
 64. Popular shoe type
 65. One of 50
 66. Divulge a secret
 67. Dish of cooked meat 

mixed with potatoes
 68. Actress Zellweger
 69. Romanian city

CLUES DOWN
  1. Greek cupbearer of the Gods
  2. Ancient Syrian city
  3. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
  4. Range of mountains
  5. One thousand cubic feet 

(abbr.)
  6. Spoke
  7. City in Georgia
  8. Theatrical
  9. CNN’s founder
 10. Icelandic poems
 11. Bjorn __, tennis player
 12. Bowfin genus
 13. One point north of northeast
 21. Political divisions in ancient 

Greece
 23. Electroencephalograph
 25. Cool!
 26. Male parent
 27. Where some gymnasts 

work
 28. Capital of Vietnam
 29. Sailboats
 32. Shelter (Scottish)
 33. Completed

 34. Discharge
 36. Arrest
 37. Partner to cheese
 38. Coffee receptacle
 40. Stagnate
 41. Satisfies
 43. Snakelike fish
 44. Consume food
 46. Type of school
 47. Erase
 49. Inform
 50. Girl’s given name
 51. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 

congregation
 52. Every one of two or more 

things
 53. Northern India city
 54. Seventeenth stars in a 

constellation
 57. Weapon
 58. Amounts of time
 59. Isodor __, American Nobel 

physicist
 61. Soviet Socialist Republic
 62. Witness

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Ofc. Johnny Jusino arrests a teen for driving while impaired. The 
teen volunteered to take part in the demonstration.
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CHICOPEE -  Each 
month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free 
programs for children, teens, 
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department provides 
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that 
promote literacy and explore 
creativity. Here is the slate of 
events for April 2026.

Storytime  will be held 
on  Thursdays, April 30 at 
10:30 a.m.  Storytime is for 
children ages 3-5. This pro-
gram features about 30 min-
utes of structured circle time, 
followed by 15-30 minutes of 
a craft or activity. Circle time 
will include 2-3 read aloud 
books, rhymes, songs, and 
felt boards. Children will be 
encouraged to ask and answer 
simple questions and recog-
nize things like shapes, col-
ors, letters, and numbers. No 
registration required.

The Holyoke Chicop-
ee CFCE will facilitate 
a  School Readiness Play-
group on Thursdays from 4 to 
5 p.m., April 2 - May 7. Chil-
dren ages 3-5 are invited to 
meet new friends and practice 
school readiness skills with 
a kit from the Boston Chil-
dren›s Museum. 

Saturday Playgroup  will 
be held on  Saturdays at 1 
p.m.  in April. We›ll put out 

some extra toys in the plays-
pace. It’s a great time for fam-
ilies with kids of all ages to 
meet up and play, no registra-
tion required. No playgroup 
on April 25. Come to a Mini 
Circus Show instead!

Monday Crafts  will be 
held on April 27 at 4 p.m. Dif-
ferent projects each week. 
April 27 will be a rock paint-
ing project, outside weather 
permitting.

Terrific Twos  will be 
held on  Tuesdays, April 28 
at 10:30 a.m. Terrific Twos is 
for two- year-olds and their 
caregivers.  This program 
features about 25 minutes of 
structured circle time, fol-
lowed by about half an hour 
of semi-structured playtime. 
During circle time, we will 
sing songs, do rhymes, do 
some big movements, and 
read one book. The book 
choice rotates between either 
a read aloud picture book or 
a group read of a board book. 
Playtime involves a choice of 
craft, activity, or play. No reg-
istration required.

April School Vacation Week 
The library will be cele-

brating 30 years of Pokémon 
with a  Pokémon Par-
ty  on  Tuesday, April 21 at 3 
p.m.! There will be exciting, 
Pokémon-themed activities 

for all ages, and everyone is 
welcome to stop by at any 
point during the event. Can’t 
make it to the party, or just 
want even more Pokémon? 
There will be a special scav-
enger hunt around the Chil-
dren’s Room all week long!

The library will host 
a  Big Kid Dance Par-
ty  on  Wednesday, April 22 
at 10:30 am.  A bit like our 
regularly scheduled Little 
Kid Dance Party, but geared 
specifically towards elemen-
tary age kids. We’ll sing and 
dance and get out the rhythm 
sticks. Caregivers and young-
er kids are welcome, no regis-
tration required.

The library will host 
a  Mess-tival  on  Wednesday, 
April 22 at 2:30 p.m.  Join 
us outside for a messy party! 
We will be exploring lots of 
different ways to get messy, 
from water to sensory ta-
bles and more! Dress to get 
messy!! For all ages, no reg-
istration required.

The library will have Bin-
go for Books on Wednesday, 
April 22 at 6 p.m. Play a few 
rounds of bingo and win the 
best prize: books! For kids 
and families of all ages, no 
registration required. 

On  Thursday, April 23 
from 10 a.m. to Noon, Ferma-
ta Arts Foundation will host 

a  Global Art Exchange  be-
tween  Kharkiv, Ukraine and 
Chicopee, MA geared to-
wards students in grades 4 & 
5. Let›s Build a Roof Over the 
World: What happens when 
the animals move north? 
An art exchange between 
Kharkiv, Ukraine and Chi-
copee, MA. For 4th and 5th 
graders. Students will partic-
ipate in a Zoom meeting with 
a virtual tour by the students 
in Kharkiv, Ukraine. Stu-
dents will create an art piece 
inspired by the drawings 
they like most that Fermata 
Arts Foundation will send to 
Kharkiv, Ukraine. Hosted by 
Fermata Arts Foundation. 

This program is support-
ed by a grant from Chicop-
ee Cultural Council, a local 
agency, which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Get your little groove 
on at a Baby Rave on Friday, 
April 24 at 11 a.m.  Join us 
for a baby dance party with 
lights, glowsticks, scarves, 
shakers and, of course, music! 
Recommended for kids ages 
0-2, no registration required.

Help create a  Com-
munity Craft: Cardboard 
Kingdom  on  Friday, 
April 24 at 12:30 p.m.   
Stop by the Activity Room 
anytime after 12:30pm to cre-

ate a cardboard creation for 
display! For kids and families 
of all ages, no registration re-
quired.

The library will host 
a  Mini  Circus Show  for all 
ages by Small But Mighty 
on  Saturday, April 25 at 1 
p.m. The show includes ae-
rial silks, hula hoop acrobat-
ics, aerial hoop, and a fun 
interactive segment to teach 
the audience hula hoop tricks 
and other ground skills. The 
show will be outside, weath-
er permitting. No registration 
required.

This program is funded 
in part by a grant from the 
Chicopee Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Celebrate Poetry Month 
on  Wednesday, April 29 at 
4 p.m.,  Read Poetry to a 
Dog!  Pediatric therapy dog 
Lena will be all ears while 
kids practice reading poems 
aloud. Bring a poem, or pick 
one when you arrive. No reg-
istration required.

Programs for Teens
Friday Teen Hang. Join 

us every Friday after school in 
the Teen Space for some 
games and crafts! We’ll have 
the Nintendo Switch available 
to play, coloring pages and 

paper to doodle, and more!
Join us for  Anime 

Club on Wednesday, April 29 
at 3 p.m. to celebrate the pre-
mier of the highly anticipated 
anime adaptation of Witch 
Hat Atelier! Whether you’re 
already a fan of the series, or 
have yet to check it out, we’ll 
be showing off what makes 
this fantasy series unique and 
even getting to practice some 
of the magic showcased in the 
series!

Girls Who Code Work-
shop Series every other Satur-
day, beginning April 11. 

April 25, May 9 and 23, 
June 6 and 20, 1 to 3 p.m. in 
the Computer Lab.

Girls Who Code is ded-
icated to increasing gender 
equality in the tech field. In this 
workshop series taught by lo-
cal cybersecurity analyst Alex-
andria Rosado, girls in grades 
9-12 will learn about AI, Cod-
ing and Cybersecurity in a fun 
environment with peers. 

Sign up by going to 
clubs-hq.girlswhocode.com/
login and sign up for an ac-
count on the Girls Who Code 
website and then join our club 
with this code: MA67606

Visit the library web-
site for more info about 
all of the library’s events! 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

Chicopee Public Library hosts programs for kids and families

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$288
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
4/16/26-4/22/264/16/26-4/22/26

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................
 

USDA INSP. 

CHICKEN PARMASEAN 
MINI EMPANADA 9 OZ ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399

ea

USDA INSP. PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .......................

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

ea

$139
lb

lb
$1699

USDA INSP.
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA ....
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$333

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

lb

lb
$399

$349

75¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
LOIN END or RIB END ROAST .....

$199
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$217

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF NECK BONES .............
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH ................

SOUP’S ON!
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

$659
lb

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAK

$399

ea

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAKS
$999

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

 

community service projects.
For his Eagle Scout 

project, Holmes raised over 
$6,000 to purchase and 
construct a gaga ball pit at 
Lambert-Lavoie Elementary 
School, where his journey be-
gan as he was a Cub Scout at 
the time and also fighting in-
operable brain cancer during 
over three years of chemo-
therapy. Despite his battle, 
he continued scouting and 
attended school full-time.

The money was raised 
through a GoFundMe page, 
the Knights of Columbus post 
his troop committee chair is 
a part of, his grandparents, a 
Walk-a-Thon held at the ele-
mentary school and commu-
nity support. 

Holmes, now 18, will 
attend Holyoke Community 
College this fall to study Lib-
eral Arts and then transfer to 
UMass Amherst. 

City Council Vice Pres-
ident/Ward 6 Councilor Sam 
Shumsky first met Holmes 
when he visited his AP Gov 
class at Chicopee Compre-
hensive High School in 2024. 

Holmes’ mother, Jennifer, 
later reached out to Shumsky 
to update him on her son’s 
progress and share how his 
visit and message impacted 
her son.

Shumsky shared he was 
humbled to know he made a 
mark on Holmes during that 
2024 visit and that evening, 
the young scout received a 
letter of recognition from the 
City Council for his accom-
plishments. 

He later received a cer-

tificate of recognition from 
Vieau, which was presented 
during the City Council meet-
ing. 

“You don’t really hear 
stuff like that. It’s very—to 
me—meaningful because you 
don’t realize that one small 
word or one small sentence 
could make such a profound 
impact in someone’s future. 
When I got that email, it re-
ally touched me deeply and 
I wanted to do something to 
recognize him for all of his 

achievements. Not only in 
his personal battles, but his 
professional ones as well,” 
Shumsky said.

When considering the 
impact on someone else’s 
life, he added that he never 
thought, at a young age, that 
he “would be able to do that 
for someone.”

“It really opened my eyes 
to how many other lives that 

I or someone else might have 
changed in the process of ei-
ther going to speak to a class, 
reading a book to a class or 
even just shaking someone’s 
hand and telling them they 
have a nice smile or some-
thing like that,” Shumsky 
said. 

Holmes said receiving 
the honors was wonderful.

“I’ve been doing scouts 
since kindergarten. I’m cur-
rently a high school senior,” 
Holmes said. “It’s been a long 
journey for me.”

He noted that getting his 
work done on time, his com-
mitment to scouting and mo-
tivation from his band teacher 
in 9th grade brought him to 
this point today, receiving his 
Eagle rank “with a few days 
to spare.”

“Knowing that only 
about 4% to 5% of scouts ac-
tually are awarded Eagle, it’s 
a big honor,” Holmes said. 

On his cancer journey, 
Holmes explained this took 
place from kindergarten 
through third grade.

“It’s hard, but you’re able 
to get through it if you fight,” 
Holmes said. 

On the opportunity to 
serve as an inspiration to oth-
ers, Holmes said it was an 
honor.

“For me, what got me go-

ing, my band director fresh-
man year. He believes he only 
got the job he had because 
he’s Eagle. There’s people 
just as qualified as him, but 
Eagle really pushes beyond. 
Eagle is something that em-
ployers look at, and if you’re 
equally qualified as some-
body but you have Eagle, they 
know that you can get things 
done,” Holmes said. “The 
Eagle project is very taxing. 
Some take over 200 hours 
to do, but if you can get the 
project done, you can pret-
ty much assure Eagle if you 
have time.”

Holmes was grateful for 
the community support to 
bring his project to reality.

“It means a lot,’ Holmes 
said. “It came from the com-
munity in Chicopee and some 
in South Hadley.”

His advice for aspiring 
Eagle Scouts was this.

“Keep it up. I’ve been 
told by people, my current 
band director, he regrets not 
getting Eagle,” Holmes said. 
“Get Eagle. It is worth the 
time. It is something that, 
true, it may take time now, but 
it saves you time later down 
the road.”

As for his message?
“Keep up the hard work 

and always try your best. 
Never give up,” Holmes said. 

IN THE CITY

HOLMES from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

A full shot of the Chicopee City Council with Bryce Holmes after receiving a letter of recognition for his Eagle Scout project.

Mayor John Vieau shakes hands with Bryce Holmes.

City Council Vice President/Ward 6 City Councilor Sam Shumsky 
presents the letter of recognition to Bryce Holmes for his Eagle 
Scout project. 

Bryce Holmes holds up his letter of recognition in a photo with his family.
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PALMER – Path-
finder softball was able 
to push across a couple 
of runs early, but Chicop-
ee Comprehensive came 
roaring back and end-
ed up turning the game 
around, defeating Path-
finder 25-9 last Thursday 
at Pathfinder Tech. The 
Pioneers fell to 0-4 on 
the season while Chicop-
ee Comprehensive rose 
above .500 to 3-2.

Ashlyn Warwick sends a pitch away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Faith Irwin fouls off a pitch.

Arianna Bird comes up throwing to the infield.Aleysha Ramos picks up a fair ball in front of the plate Alexis Wojcik takes a swing

Austin Horn returns the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Tyler Hoar gets a forehand hit. He won his match against Palmer last week.Jabari Flowers runs to meet the ball.

Nyshawn Williams gets a return hit during doubles action.

Panthers edge Pacers in tennis action

PALMER – In a three-match 
contest between Chicopee and 
Palmer boys tennis, Palmer scored 
a 2-1 win over the Pacers. Owen 
Pear and the pair of Dexter Luce 
and Owen Kupiec-Fox scored wins 
for the Panthers. Tyler Hoar won 
a three-set matchup for Chicopee 
High School. The Panthers are 1-2 
and Chicopee is 1-4.

Comp comes Comp comes 
back to beat back to beat 
PathfinderPathfinder

Comp boys lacrosse 
out to perfect start

CHICOPEE – The Chi-
copee Comprehensive High 
School boys lacrosse team, 
which co-ops with Chicop-
ee High, won its fourth con-
secutive game to start the 
regular season. The Colts 
defeated visiting Pittsfield 
in a bit of a slugfest 15-11 
last Thursday, Apr. 9.

For Comp, Wylan 
Beaulieu had five goals 
and an assist to lead the 

team. Domink Szczech and 
Landyn Klein had three 
goals each. Jeremy Isham 
would score two goals and 
assist on two more.

Comp has wins this 
season over Belchertown, 
Central, and Northampton 
for a perfect 4-0 record.

The Colts are back in 
action on Apr. 24 at home 
against West Springfield at 
4:45 p.m.

T-Birds suffer tough loss 
against rival Hartford Wolf Pack

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(30-30-6-2) unleashed 37 
attempts at the net of the 
Hartford Wolf Pack (25-35-
5-3) but were kept in check 
in a 3-1 defeat at the hands 
of their Braman I-91 Rivalry 
Series opponents in front of 
a sellout crowd of 6,793 in-
side the MassMutual Center 
on Saturday night.

The T-Birds were slug-
gish out of the gates, and 
despite a seven-game losing 
streak coming into the game, 
the Wolf Pack took advan-
tage of early mistakes, be-
ginning with an Anton Blidh 
goal off a cross-crease setup 
by Bryce McConnell-Barker 
at 7:58 of the first. 

A Springfield penalty 
set the stage for Hartford’s 
first and only power play of 
the game, and just 1:03 after 
Blidh’s goal, Brendan Bris-
son made a highlight-reel 
play, putting the puck be-
tween his legs and chipping 
a forehander past Vadim 
Zherenko at 9:01 to make it 
a 2-0 score.

Thunderbirds head 
coach Steve Ott called a 
timeout to try to quell Hart-
ford’s momentum, but even 
that proved futile as Scott 
Morrow blasted a slapper 
that squeezed through Zhe-
renko 39 seconds later to 
make it a 3-0 score. 

The T-Birds finally got 
one back at 13:28 when 
Zach Dean saucered a per-
fect 2-on-1 pass to Hugh 
McGing, who elevated a 
shot through Callum Tung 
to cut the lead to 3-1. 

From that point, Zhe-
renko’s night was relatively 
quiet, with Hartford only 
registering 13 shots for the 
remainder of the game af-
ter their three-goal blitz in 
the opening period. The 
Springfield power play had 
a half-dozen chances to try 
to cut into the deficit, but the 
Hartford penalty killing in 
front of Tung held the fort, 
and the rookie backstop 
finished his night with 36 
stops for his sixth win of the 
season and second in three 
starts against Springfield.
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to  
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE 

in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message.

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION MAY 29th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
wdelcamp@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, 

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3  Black & White Grad Ad

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love, Mom & Dad

SAMPLE
SAMPLECongratulate            GraduateCongratulate            Graduate

SPECIAL! 
$55.00

Your

with the residents who are af-
fected by these fatalities and 
whatnot, I offer my time and 
assistance to your team since 
I’ve been familiar with Vision 
Zero for the past three years.” 

Courchesne said that the 
people who are “boots on the 
ground” should be involved 
in this program because a 
lot of its success depends on 

public engagement. 
“It’s a great program. I’m 

excited to see us get on board 
with this. It’s been three long 
years,” Courchesne said. 

Ward 9 Councilor Mary 
Beth Costello also used the 
world “exciting” to describe 
the policy’s approval. She 
expressed gratitude for those 
who helped turn it into a re-
ality. 

“This is a big deal be-
cause this is going to enhance 

the safety of our streets, em-
phasizing people that walk or 
use their bicycles,” Costello 
said. “This is something that 
I want to compliment the 
mayor’s team on for making 
this an initiative and prioritiz-
ing the importance of adopt-
ing a Vision Zero policy for 
the commitment to our safe 
streets.” 

Ward 4 Councilor 
George Balakier echoed the 
sentiments of Courchesne 
and Costello, as he thanked 
Vieau and the Planning De-
partment. 

Balakier hopes the new 
policy will help bring an end 
to the reckless driving he says 
is problematic in Chicopee. 

“This is something that’s 
long overdue in the city, and 
I hope when we implement 
it that we put extra teeth 
into this and we also partner 
with some of the state agen-
cies such as our state police 
so that we really can crack 
down on this and can get rid 
of the ‘Fast & Furious’ men-
tality with a lot of the driv-
ing that’s been happening on 
some of these streets,” Bal-
akier said. 

VISION ZERO
from page 1

GREENSBORO, NC 
—  The  Worcester Railers 
HC (31-30-5-2, 69 pts) best-
ed the Greensboro Gar-
goyles for a second straight 
time (18-43-6-1, 43 pts) on 
Saturday, April 11, with a 
final score of 3-1 in front 
of a crowd of 6,035 at the 
First Horizon Coliseum. The 
Railers will close out their 
weekend in Greensboro 
against the Gargoyles with a 
3:00 p.m. EDT puck drop on 
Sunday, April 12th. 

Max Dorrington (1-0-
1) broke the goal drought 
at 10:55 in the second and 
picked up the lone goal of 
the period for a 1-0 Railers 
lead. Greg Smith responded 
for Greensboro with a fin-
ishing feed off defenseman 
Caleb Price’s wrap around 
play early in the third (1-1). 
Worcester reclaimed their 
lead with a top-shelf tally 
from Drew Callin (1-0-1) at 
15:41 (2-1). Anthony Repa-
ci’s (1-0-1) empty net goal at 
19:11 cemented the Railers’ 
3-1 victory at the evening’s 
close. 

It was a scoreless start 
to the night as Thomas Gale 
for the Railers and Ruslan 
Khazheyev for Greensboro 
kept their opponents shut 
out through the initial frame. 
No penalties were assessed 
in the period, as Worcester 
closed the first leading in 
shots with 15 to Greens-

boro’s 9. 
Worcester gained an 

edge over the Gargoyles as 
the second 
p e r i o d 
turned to 
its latter 
h a l f . 
M a x 
D o r -
r i n g t o n 
( 5 t h ) 
b r o k e 
the goal 
drought with 
a forceful drive 
from atop the far 
face-off circle, the play set 
up by a cross-ice pass from 
Gleb Veremyev at 10:55. 
The Railers held on to their 
narrow 1-0 lead heading into 
the third as Dorrington’s 
goal remained the sole tally 
scored in the period when 
the horn sounded. Worcester 
and Greensboro were nod-
ded up with penalties at one 
a piece, Blake Swetlikoff for 
delay of game and Anthony 
Callin for hooking, while 
Worcester led once more in 
shots 16-9. 

Greensboro came 
out with a quick reply to 
Worcester’s second-period 
play as Greg Smith tied the 
game at 3:10 in the third 
with a chip off of a failed 
wrap-around bid from Caleb 
Price. The evening heated up 
as Gleb Veremyev squared 
off against Blake Dangos, 

with the Railers forward 
quickly shutting down the 
Gargoyle defensman before 

heading into 
the box at 
the start of 
the final 

five min-
utes of play. 

A d a m 
Samuelsson 
and Drew 

Kuzma fol-
lowed shortly 

with their own 
brief exchange, but 

the pair were ushered to 
their respective benches with 
no penalties. Soon after, the 
possibility of overtime was 
wiped away by Drew Callin 
(23rd), unassisted at 15:41. 
Callin walked in on Khazhe-
yev after a turnover in the of-
fensive zone and lit the lamp 
on the top shelf for a 2-1 
Railers lead. The Greens-
boro netminder was soon 
pulled for an extra attacker, 
but the decision proved cost-
ly for the Gargoyles as An-
thony Repaci (22nd) sent the 
puck the full 200 feet into 
the awaiting empty net at 
19:11 for the 3-1 regulation 
final in favor of the Railers. 
Veremyev and Dangos were 
the only penalties called in 
the third, while shots for 
the period favored the Gar-
goyles 11-9. Final shots to-
talled 40 for Worcester and 
29 for Greensboro. 

Railers ground Gargoyles in win

More players wanted for new 
team in Pioneer Valley League

SOUTH HADLEY – 
The Pioneer Valley Baseball 
League, an adult baseball 
league for players who are 
age 18 and over, is now fully 
open for registration for the 
2026 season.

New players are espe-
cially wanted for the new 
sixth team. There are sever-
al spots open for that sixth 
team, so players interested 
in joining the league should 
get signed up as soon as pos-
sible to claim a spot.

The adult league will be 
administered by the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, and 
a registration link is on the 
home page of the league’s 
website www.quabbinval-
leybaseball.org. Thought it 
will be under the Quabbin 
umbrella, there will be no 
major changes in how the 
league is operated.

This year, the PVBL 
will have a 22-game regular 

season schedule followed 
by a double-elimination 
playoffs. The league, which 
had five teams last year and 
had to utilize multiple byes 
throughout the season, will 
be fielding a sixth team this 
season.

The league is a wood-
bat only league utilizing 
playing under regular base-
ball rules though all players 
do bat. The league operates 
on a Saturday-Tuesday 
schedule. Games are played 
on Saturday mornings with 
10 a.m. starts typical and on 
Tuesday evenings with start 
times in the 5:30 to 6 p.m. 
range. The league will start 
play in late April and run 
through the end of August. 
There are slots open for 
both full-time players and 
part-time players. The fee 
for full-time players will be 
$260 with part-time players 
getting up to 11 games for 

$130. Fees paid go toward 
the operation of the league, 
paying for insurance, um-
pires, fields, and baseballs. 
No one profits in any way.

In addition to the new 
sixth team, there are limited 
open roster spots on the oth-
er teams in the league, so get 
your registration in as soon 
as possible to participate in 
this season.

Games are played at 
ballfields throughout the 
region from as far south 
as Southwick’s Whalley 
Field, through South Had-
ley’s Beachgrounds and up 
north at Frontier Region-
al High School in South 
Deerfield.

For any questions, 
please go to the league web-
site for more information. 
The league hopes interested 
players will come out and 
join the fun this spring and 
summer.

IN THE CITY 

Sometimes you can tell a 
lot about a person from their 
career which is certainly the 
case with Mia Gorecki.  Mia 
has worked at the Baystate 
Health Foundation, the fund-
raising arm of the hospital, 
for eight years. Though she’s 
a coordinator for all their 
events, her specialty is Pediat-
rics.  She’s instrumental with 
the Children’s Miracle Net-
work events, such as the Ra-
diothon and also the UMASS 
Dance Marathon. Though this 
event is mostly organized by 
the students, she helps them 
acquire sponsorships and 
guides them with the proto-
cols of the school. She has an 
abundance of energy, so can 
relate to the students while 
showing them the importance 
of charitable giving.

Mia is definitely one who 
gives of herself a hundred 
percent and is always looking 
for ways she can give back.  
She, a newlywed of nearly 
two years, has chosen a part-
ner with the same values and 
beliefs.  Both being animal 
lovers, shared while driving 
they saw three wandering 
pups.  She made him stop for 
each, making sure they were 
not injured and looked well 
cared for. She laughed saying 
he jokingly threatened her at 
the last one that he was going 
to leave her with the dog be-
cause he needed to get to his 
appointment.  

Mia approached me in 
December wondering if we 
had a program where I work, 
that would give residents that 
didn’t have relatives a Christ-
mas gift.  After checking with 
my director, we realized that 
we had fifteen residents that 
would benefit from this ‘Se-
cret Santa’ idea.  Needless 
to say, it was a joyous expe-
rience being able to create a 
magical Christmas for these 

folks thanks to Mia’s idea and 
her donation.  A co-worker 
and I got to spread the cheer 
as we poked our heads in their 
doors yelling, Merry Christ-
mas then leaving the gift. 

When meeting for this 
story, Mia thought we’d be 
discussing ways of creating 
a program whereas we could 
do Christmas gifts each year. 
But knowing the things she 
does to give back to others, 
I wanted to tell her story, so 
though very bashful about 
this, she humbly revealed 
some things. Guess we’ll 
need another meeting for the 
gift program!

Some personal things 
Mia’s done is help place ani-
mals in loving homes through 
the fostering program at Da-
kin Humane Society.  She 
also shared when she saw a 
young woman with a baby 
outside a Dollar Store cry-
ing, knowing the woman was 
overwhelmed, offered to buy 
her lunch while she waited 
for her ride, but the woman 
declined.  She said she often 
will give a gift card to some-
one she sees who is strug-
gling. Such Random Acts of 
Kindness!  She describes it as 
‘feeding her soul’. 

Mia has allowed me to 
share a very personal and 
painful experience with you.  
She tragically lost her young-
er brother when he was just 
eighteen and rather than al-
lowing that to make her bitter, 
she and her family decided 
to create an academic schol-
arship fund in his name.  Her 
brother, while in high school 
had excelled in lacrosse and 
basketball so these scholar-
ships were intended to help 
young athletes that weren’t 
able to obtain other schol-
arships, therefore making it 
possible for them to realize 
their dreams of playing sports 

for a college of their choice.
Mia described how af-

ter her brother’s death, she 
went into a very dark, black 
hole and was not able to trust 
anyone except her very in-
ner circle.  She said it took a 
long time for her to be able 
to see the good in people, so 
by creating this fund it was 
instrumental in helping that 
process.  For five years she 
helped her family organize 
basketball tournaments in his 
memory.  They held them at 
both AIC and Minnechaug 
Regional High School as half 
court contests.  They had up 
to 30 teams with 3 per team 
and was a huge success with 
enormous support.  

Her husband has also un-
fortunately known the heart-
ache of losing a sibling at a 
young age. For five years, 
they honored her memory 
by supporting the wonderful 
work at T.J. O’Connor Ani-
mal Shelter, with donations 
from whiffle ball tourna-
ments.  

These are examples of 
two amazing young people 
who have turned tragedies 
into something positive and 
by doing this it has opened up 
their hearts once again.  Their 
cores are of giving people and 
luckily for them and all who 
benefited from their generos-
ities, they have both become 
positive, as Mia explained, 
“Feeding their souls by help-
ing others.”

Hopefully you’ve not ex-
perienced their kind of trag-
edy and hopefully you will 
make them an example of 
spreading positivity, it truly 
is healing for you as well as 
the recipient.  Thank you Mia, 
for trusting me with your sto-
ry and thank you for being an 
example of kindness and in-
spiration for others!

If you’d like to share a 
Random Act of Kindness sto-
ry or if this one has touched 
you, please contact me at 
bdt514@aol.com or 413-575-
9385.  Who knows, you might 
see your story, ‘Just ‘Cause’ 
you witnessed, you did or 
maybe received something 
nice being done for you.  See 
you soon with another Ran-
dom Act of Kindness! ~  Barb

By Barb Turcotte

Obituary Policy
Chicopee Register

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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IN THE CITY

Send resume 

& cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications is a 
locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

➤ Do you want to work in your 
community helping local businesses 
connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting 
local journalism, which tells the 
unique stories of our communities? 

➤ You must be a self-starter with 
excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer 
skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Now Hiring!
Advertising Sales       Representative

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume 
an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

sion to initiate the comeback 
and was extremely pleased 
with the turnout. 

“Look around, we have a 
full house, and it’s all thanks 
to a committee we pulled to-
gether, who were instrumen-
tal in reaching out to contact 
some of the businesses here, 
and then passed along the 
invitation, and the result was 
that the reception was posi-
tive, and I feel overall this has 
just been a really great oppor-
tunity for the community to 
see what’s happening in the 
Chicopee business landscape, 
and we couldn’t be happier,” 
Breor said. 

Active Members in the 
Chamber

Among those in at-
tendance were a variety of 
companies, ranging from 
small-business lenders, non-
profits, and local startups 
that then transitioned into 
family-owned industries, all 
sharing the common message 
that Chicopee is a home and a 
great place to start. 

For example, one com-
pany that caught the eye of 
many was IQ Ink and Dynam-
ic Embroidery, which was 
represented by Nate Dumas, 
Operations Manager, who 
shared that the company has 
been in the city since 2011, 
operating out of a garage, and 
after nearly 15 years of resi-
dency in the city, now oper-
ates out of a new facility and 
building near the Williman-
sett bridge, right at the Holy-
oke/Chicopee border which 
just opened up two years ago 
back in 2024, due to the con-
tinued success. 

Dumas offered a tour of 
the products that they offer, 
such as Screen Printing, Em-
broidery, Vinyl, and direct-to-
film. 

“It’s just been a great ex-

perience growing our business 
in the city, being a part of the 
chamber, and Melissa(Breor) 
has been a great help and re-
source throughout the entire 
process, and we couldn’t be 
more appreciative of the com-
munity and its unwavering 
support,” Dumas said. 

Priority One Restoration 
are a locally owned and op-
erated full-service restoration 
and construction company, 
whose team has over 50 years 
of industry experience and 
has handled every aspect of 
large and small losses, and is 
a member of the chamber as 
well. 

Offering insight into the 
process and a bit of back-
ground info was Lynn Boivin, 
a Business Development 
Manager for the company. 

“We deal with and work 
with fire, flood, mold and 
sewage backups, so we are 
a one-stop shop for all jobs, 
and we also do the recon-
struction process. In addi-
tion, we also work with many 
verticals, such as insurance 
agencies, carriers, proper-
ty management, real estate, 
hospitals, and hotels, so our 
services can touch all walks 
of life, especially if some-
body has that kind of loss,” 
Boivin said. 

In terms of other active 
chamber members having a 
place among the expo, Com-
mon Capital was a standout, 
to many, as it is a communi-
ty loan fund and non-profit 
organization out of Spring-
field, which helps clients and 
businesses throughout all of 
Western Mass, by creating 
economic opportunities and 
improving access to capital 
for low- and moderate-in-
come entrepreneurs. 

Speaking on behalf of 
the non-profit was Roberto 
Nieves, the Director of Out-
reach and Communications 
for Common Capital. 

“We have two types of 

clients, so we have consul-
tants who help our business-
es, and we have business 
owners looking for financing, 
so we catch them both here. 
We have already talked to the 
credit unions, talked to mar-
keting strategists, and a few 
banks, so this has been a great 
event overall,” Nieves said. 

He noted that, “events 
like this should happen more 
and more, and it’s clear the 
chamber is continuing to do a 
fantastic job, and they should 
extremely proud of the output 
they received.”

A Look Ahead
As the evening drew to a 

close, additional fundraisers 
were brought to the attention 

of many. 
Board President Gina 

Mazza from Harmony House 
discussed the importance and 
benefits of the expo, while of-
fering additional insight into 
the upcoming ‘All You Can 
Eat Pizza Fundraiser’ that is 
set to be held next Thursday, 
April 23, at View Street Tav-
ern in the city. 

“This expo has been an 
excellent opportunity to net-
work, as I found myself chat-
ting with people with whom I 

partner in the community, and 
meeting new partners, and I 
feel this is a really wonderful 
experience for both the public 
and the vendors. We are put-
ting faces to names and mak-
ing meaningful connections, 
and it’s super refreshing to 
see that everyone here is in-
terested in working together,” 
Mazza said. “On top of the 
crowd, plus we are sharing 
our mission, and what we 
have going on, to some who 
don’t know who we really 

are, and so as you know, we 
rely on fundraising, and so we 
have three or four events ev-
ery year, with our first big one 
coming up, is the All You Can 
Eat Pizza Night, and we will 
have celebrity bartenders, 
such as Mayor John Vieau, 
City Council Vice President 
Sam Shumsky, Melissa(Bre-
or) and countless others and 
it’s going to be such a won-
derful event, and we can’t 
wait.” 

BUSINESS EXPO
from page 1

Roberto Nieves, the Director of Outreach and Communications 
for Common Capital, poses for a photo at the non-profit’s booth.

IQ Ink and Dynamic Embroidery Operations Manager Nate Dumas 
poses with a few product samples.

Lynch, Carpenter, and 
Suleski all delivered outstand-
ing performances. The show 
featured a strong ensemble 
and great performance from 
Damian Flores who played 
the villain of the show, Luke 
Castellan.

Maslowski expressed 
how proud she is of the cast 
and crew.

“Michael Kagan and 
Sam Franciosa are amazing! 
We work very well together 
and seem to always be think-
ing in the same direction. I 
have done Drama Club for 
several years. It is fun. I love 
music and theater and watch-
ing students sing and per-
form. I also enjoy teaching 
and sharing the theater world 
with students and watching 
them learn and enjoy it them-
selves,” Maslowski said.

She elaborated on how 
drama club also benefits the 
students.

“I feel Drama Club is a 
great experience for students. 
The students spend much 
time together. Therefore, be-
come friends.  It is a positive 
atmosphere where they learn 
more about themselves and 
about being a part of a com-
munity,” Maslowski said. “I 
watch shy, restrained students 
come out of their shell one 
year work backstage to the 
following year be on stage 
performing. I feel having 
Drama Club and the arts in 

the CHS community is very 
important.  It shows students 
other ways to express oneself 
and other ways to enjoy enter-
tainment. I am so very proud 
of these students.  I watched 
every one work so hard to 
bring this show to fruition.”

Being a part of drama 
club at CHS is a big commit-

ment, Maslowski explained, 
adding how dedicated herself, 
the cast and crew were to cre-
ating a great show. 

“Because we have many 
students who have never done 
this before, we start Drama 
Club in the beginning of Oc-
tober and just start playing 
the music, singing the songs 

and talking about the show 
and the whole theater pro-
cess. We also watch a produc-
tion of it. Then, we give the 
students audition pieces that 
include part of a song and di-
alogue for each part. We then 
do an audition process. Until 
auditions take place, we met 
once a week just for an hour,” 
Maslowski said. “After au-
ditions we met three times a 
week for two hours. The last 
couple of weeks we met for 
three hours. However, the cast 
made their own online group 
and would practice and talk 
about the show on their own. 
I myself spent many nights 
at the school till 7 or 8 p.m. 
building the set. Music direc-
tors spend much of their free 
time practicing music and 
arranging music for the stu-
dents.”

A production this daz-
zling takes dedication from 
everyone involved. The hard 
work of these students and 
directors paid off in the end. 

“The Lightning Thief: 
The Percy Jackson Musical” 
is based on the cherished nov-
el by Rick Riordan, “Percy 
Jackson and The Lightning 
Thief.” This coming-of-age 
tale is known throughout the 
world for its topics of friend-
ship, betrayal, and personal 
growth. 

The Drama Club man-
aged to take a beloved sto-
ry and present it to the CHS 
community perfectly.

PERCY JACKSON
from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY

The Priority One Restoration Services Table

TURLEY PHOTO BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

Decorated display outside the CHS Auditorium showing the cast 
and crew for “The Lightning Thief: The Percy Jackson Musical.”

CHICOPEE - Local 
nonprofit Harmony House 
of Western Massachusetts 
invites the community to its 
upcoming Pizza for a Pur-
pose fundraiser on Thurs-
day, April 23 from 5 to 8 
p.m. at View Street Tavern, 
92 View Street in Chicopee. 

This family-friendly 
event will directly support 
Harmony House’s mission 
of providing a home with 
compassionate end-of-life 
care and companionship to 
hospice patients in need. 
Guests can enjoy all-you-
can-eat pizza, along with 
raffles, a cash bar with local 
celebrity bartenders, and a 
50/50 drawing. 

Tickets are $20 for 
adults, $10 for children ages 
3–17, and free for children 
2 and under. Tickets can 
be purchased at the door 
or online in advance. View 
Street Tavern is generous-
ly donating the pizza and 
space for this event, ensur-
ing that funds raised direct-
ly support Harmony House 
and its residents. Harmony 
House is seeking addition-
al sponsors to help meet its 
fundraising goal. Visit Har-
monyHouseWMA.org/Piz-
zaNight to purchase tickets, 
become a sponsor, or learn 
more about the event and 
the nonprofit.

Harmony House hosts All-
You-Can-Eat Pizza Fundraiser

Author talk at The Arbors  April 28
CHICOPEE - Join us 

for an inspiring talk at the 
Arbors of Chicopee on April 
28 at 6 p.m. with Sean Ter-
williger. 

This event is free and 
open to the public. Sean 
Terwilliger, a former tech-
nology leader and teacher, 
will share his own inspiring 
story about how being diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s led 
to writing, advocacy and a 
sense of purpose. 

Learn about how his 

experiences with clinical 
trials, newly approved med-
ications and lifestyle change 
led to his belief that he could 
outpace the progression of 
the disease, and how he is 
now an advocate through 
foundations like the Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s.

This event is free and 
open to the public, but space 
is limited. Please RSVP by 
calling or texting 413-530-
5916 to reserve your spot.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL 

LICENSE COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The License Committee of 
the Chicopee City Council will 
hold a public hearing Tuesday, 
April 28, 2026 at 6:00 PM in the 
Auditorium, 3rd floor, City Hall, 
274 Front Street., Chicopee, MA  
01013 to discuss the following: 

Application for a Home Oc-
cupation License at 27 Hilton 
Street for the purpose of doing 
photo shoots for Obscura Noir 
Photography Studio.  Applicant – 
Daniel Lafond, 27 Hilton Street, 
Chicopee, MA  01020.

The April 28, 2026 License 
Committee hearing shall be 
available to the public via zoom 
and in person.  Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request 
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F 
8:30 AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file 
in the Office of the City Council, 
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front 
Street, Chicopee, MA  01013. 
You may also call (413) 594-
1435 or email aczarniecki@chi-
copeema.gov.  
04/17, 04/24/2026

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL 
LICENSE COMMITTEE

LEGAL NOTICES
The License Committee of 

the Chicopee City Council will 
hold a public hearing Tuesday, 
April 28, 2026 at 6:00 PM in the 
Auditorium, 3rd floor, City Hall, 
274 Front Street., Chicopee, MA  
01013 to discuss the following: 

Application for a Home Oc-
cupation License at 65 Plymouth 
St. for the purpose of doing a 
small-scale mushroom cultiva-
tion business.  Focusing on pro-
viding fresh, specialty culinary 
mushrooms.  Applicant - Jacob 
Prince, 65 Plymouth St., Chicop-
ee, MA  01020.

The April 28, 2026 License 
Committee hearing shall be 
available to the public via zoom 
and in person.  Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request 
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F 
8:30 AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file 
in the Office of the City Council, 
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front 
Street, Chicopee, MA  01013. 
You may also call (413) 594-
1435 or email aczarniecki@chi-
copeema.gov.  
04/17, 04/24/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD12P0716GD
In the interests of: 
Normala Rayford
Of: Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION TO EXPAND 

THE POWERS OF
A GUARDIAN

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Holyoke Medical Center of 
Holyoke, MA in the above cap-
tioned matter requesting that the 
court:

Expand the powers of a 
Guardian of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that the 
powers of the Guardian should 
be expanded, modified, or limit-
ed since the time of the appoint-
ment. The original petition is on 
file with the court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
05/07/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 0 I, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/17/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on April 17th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2006 Cadillac DTS 
VIN: 1G6KD57Y46U197717
Scott Litz
282 Rowley St. 
Agawam, MA 01001	

1981 Chevrolet Camaro 
VIN: 1G1AP87L1BL114808
Darren Montgomery
219 East Main St.
Chicopee, MA 01020	

2015 Subaru Forester 
VIN: JF2SJARCXFH807310
Alexis Olinyk
3515 Henry Hudson 9B
Bronx, NY 10463	

1997 Ford Ranger 
VIN: 1FTCR10A2VUC48431
Unknown Owner 

2016 Nissan Versa 
VIN: 3N1CN7AP5GL882091
Brian Daniel Wheeler
37 Northridge Rd.
Westfield, MA 01085	

2017 Chevrolet Equionx 
VIN: 2GNFLFEK0H6270290
Grace Dugas
12 Bromley Rd.
Huntington, MA 01050	  
04/03, 04/10, 04/17/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.  pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, sec-
tion 39A, that on May 1st, 2026  
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2007 Chrysler 300
VIN: 2C3KA53G97H601123
Felix Pagan De Jesus 
11 Webster St., Unit A
Hartford, CT 06114	

2020 Ford Ecosport 
VIN: MAJ6S3KL3LC327465
Melvina Jones
80 Manhattan St.
Springfield, MA 01109

2010 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP2F37AA173968
Jose Carrasquillo Rodriguez
87 Howard Ave.
New Bedford, MA 02745

2015 Subaru XV Crosstrek
VIN: JF2GPACC7F8246710
Anne Huyler
21 Stefaniak Ave Apt D
Webster, MA 01570

2006 Chevrolet Trailblazer 
VIN: 1GNDT13S062280339
Michael Delmonico
434 Church St., Apt. 16
Whitinsville, MA 01588	

2013 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BF1FK5DU659434
Lisa Blasczak
434 Church St., Apt. 4
Whitinsvile, MA 010588	

2015 Dodge Journey
VIN: 3C4PDCBG4FT669169
Ann Simard
7 Elizabeth St. 
Chicopee, MA 01020

1996 Honda Civic 
VIN: 2HGEJ6674TH551561
Jorge Albelo 
27 Clinton Ave. 
Holyoke, MA 01040

2009 Ford F150
VIN: 1FTPX04596KB61895
Marisol Gomez
34 Dawes St.
Springfield, MA 01109

2008 Hyundai Elantra 
VIN: KMHDU46D98U507602
Robyn Malloy
15 Girard Ave., Apt. 211
Springfield, MA 01109	

2006 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL11D96N326111
Carrie Ann Baer
30 Saint Jerome Ave., Ap.t 1l
Holyoke, MA 01040

2007 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BK46K77U036074
Llihah Mark
51 Oakwood St.
Enfield, CT 06082	

2009 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL21EX9N432148
Kayla Allen
230 Fort Pleasant Ave., Apt. 1l
Springfield, MA 01108

2008 Toyota Corolla 
VIN: 2T1BR32E18C902506
Calvin Flaherty
21 Northampton St.
Easthampton, MA 01027	

2008 Ford Escape 
VIN: 1FMCU93148KD76464
Venessa Hidenfelter
217 Sturbridge Rd., Unit 11
Charlton, MA 001057	

2013 Toyota Sienna 
VIN: 5TDKK3DC2DS370250
Yajaira Montano

34 W School St.
Westfield, MA 01085

2005 Gmc Savanna G3500
VIN: 1GTHG35U951165221
Er Exteriors Contractor Inc.
60 Franklin St., Apt. 3
Stoneham, MA 02180

2009 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCP263X9A006029
Janah Llang
138 Center St.
Ludlow, MA 01056	

2010 Mercedes Benz E350
VIN: WDDHF5GB3AA051807
Courtney Scott
PO Box 166
Chicopee, MA 01021	

2012 Mazda Mazda 3
VIN: JM1BL1V80C1677519
Ciarra Moquin
333 River Rd.
Agawam, MA 01001	

2003 Honda Element 
VIN: 5J6YH28523L045185
Rn Burgosdejesus
15 Huntington Hill S #10
Rochester, NY 14622	

2013 Honda Pilot 
VIN: 5FNYF4H70DB014806
Becca Menard
11 Hartford Ave.
Enfield, CT 06082	

2013 Hyundai Sonata 
VIN: 5NPEB4AC1DH699471
Brittany Mccarthy
19 Charbonneau Ter. #2
Chicopee, MA 01013	

1994 Ford Ranger 
VIN: 1FTCR10U8RTA12856
Dewayne Bailey
21 Grape St., Apt. 2
Chicopee, MA 01013	

2015 Bmw X1 
VIN: WBAVM5C52FVV94095
Allyssa Levine
90 Walnut St., Apt. 2R
Chicopee, MA 01020	

2006 Dodge Charger 
VIN: 2B3LA43H76H502495
Meshach J Gerena
103 N 9th St.
Newark, NJ 07107		
04/17, 04/24, 05/01/2023

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on April 24th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2004 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCM56824A091253
Marcos Alvarado
99 High St., Fl. 2
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2005 Ford F150
VIN: 1FTPW145X5KE61131
Jack Fernandes
133 Worcester St.
New Bedford, MA 02745	

2009 Nissan Maxima 
VIN: 1N4AA51E19C843053
Neshby Nieves
263 Elm St., Apt. 4R
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2002 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BF32K02U522478
Kathleen Bertolasio
77 Bell St.
Chicopee, MA 01013	

2001 Toyoyta Tundra 
VIN: 5TBBT44161S179176
Angelo Wolfe
197 Farrington Ave. 
Waterbury, CT 06706	

2006 Volkswagen Jetta 
VIN: 3VWRF71K16M698796
Dunia Vasquez 
4697 Southwood Pkwy, Apt. F 
Richmond, VA 23224	

2009 Audi A4 
VIN: Wausf78k19n028117
Eric J Benson
4 Ericsson St., Apt. 2
Worcester, MA 01606	

2010 Toyota Corolla
VIN: 2T1BU4EE2AC497892
Chenelle Way
645 Main St. 
Coventry, RI 02816	

2009 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL21E59N456843
Ira Caple
48 Vail St. 
Springfield, MA 01118	

2015 Chevrolet Equinox 
VIN: 2GNFLFEK3F6254663
Zuleyka Hernandez
435 Doric Ave. 
Cranston, RI 02910	

2008 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL21E18N423935
Angel Matos
9 Litchfield Street
Springfield, MA 01108

2006 Acura TL 
VIN: 19UUA66216A018215
William Cintron Melendez
92 School St., Apt. 913
Springfield MA 01105

2017 Subaru Outback 
VIN: 4S4BSANC0H3266913
Paula Dembinske
1 Hadley Village Rd.
South Hadley, MA 01075

1999 Jeep Wrangler 
VIN: 1J4FY29P9XP456315
Michaela Bonfiglio
267 South St., Apt. 5
Pittsfield, MA 01201	

2005 Hyundai Elantra 
VIN: KMHDN46DX5U150729
Lori Schlichting
36 Sabrina Brook Lane
Westfield, MA 01085	  
04/10, 04/17, 04/24/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0768EA
Estate of: 

Victor H Guyott 
Also known as: 

Victor H Guyotte 
Date of Death: 12/11/1998 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Wayne Guyott of Chicopee, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Wayne Guyott of Chicopee, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-

ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 05/07/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 09, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

04/17/2026

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL 
ZONING COMMITTEE

LEGAL NOTICE
The Zoning Committee of the 

Chicopee City Council will hold 
a public hearing on Wednesday, 
April 29, 2026 at 6:30 PM* in 
the Auditorium, 3rd floor, City 
Hall, 274 Front Street., Chicop-
ee, MA  01013 to discuss the 
following: 

Special Permit application 
under section 275-62 for the pur-
pose of conversion of existing 
garage bays into public storage 
rental units located at 649 Mead-
ow St.  Applicant – Jeffrey J. 
Campbell, Inc., Jeffrey J. Camp-
bell, 649 Meadow St., Chicopee, 
MA  01013.

The plans/application can be 
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

The April 29, 2026 Zoning 
Committee hearing shall be 
available to the public via zoom 
and in person.  Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request 
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F 
8:30 AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file 
in the Office of the City Council, 
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front 
Street, (plans and applications 
are also available on the City 
Council website https://www.
chicopeema.gov/880/Pend-
ing-Applications.)  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.   
04/10, 04/17/2026

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall 
clean-ups, mulching, pruning. 

Serving parts of Hampden 
and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

 

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

TUNE-UPS

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. 
Champion Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 
30 years experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/
shots. Now $1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND 
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING 

FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and 
product manufacturing positions. Duties 
include assisting with plant care, trimming, 
cleaning, product manufacturing and other 
general tasks within the facility.
Start Date: Within the next few weeks to 
months
Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges 
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21 
or older and eligible to work in the United 
States. Background checks are required 
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email 
holyokewilds9@gmail.com 

with their contact information 
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.

For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org

or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for 
a part-time Program Assistant for 
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North 
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to 
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER 
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting 
in landscape maintenance and installation 
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape, 
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2 
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No 
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing

Spring is Here!


