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receives $60K earmark

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Lorraine’s
Soup Kitchen & Pantry re-
ceived a $50,000 earmark
from the state on May 4 to
continue its fight against food
insecurity.

Executive Director Kim
Caisse and members of her
staff, volunteers and the Board
of Directors were joined by
Mayor John Vieau, State Rep.
Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicop-
ee), Ward 1 City Councilor
Abigail Arriaga and State
Rep. Pat Duffy (D-Holyoke)
for the announcement.
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Arriaga explained every-
one was there to support Lor-
raine’s Soup Kitchen “for all
of their hard work that they’re
doing, and really, to highlight
a need that not only exists in
Massachusetts, but primarily
here in Western Massachu-
setts in Chicopee.”

“My constituents, our
constituents, our folks, our
country, they’re going hun-
gry. Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen
has seen their numbers in-
crease—actually, double—in
the past 12 months and this
earmark to help Lorraine’s
continue to feed our most
vulnerable and encourage
them to come out,” Arriaga

said. “We don’t want no one
going to sleep hungry and
we understand that the need
is larger than we’re actually
reporting right now. Folks are
coming to organizations such
as Lorraine’s to obtain some
nutritional food.”

Arriaga added the ear-
mark was made possible
through herself, Duffy, the
state and State Rep. Mike
Finn (D-West Springfield),
State Sen. Adam Gomez
(D-Springfield), State Sen.
John Velis (D-Westfield)
and State Sen. Jake Oliveira
(D-Ludlow).

“This is on behalf of
the Chicopee delegation to
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$50,000 earmark
from the state on
May 4 to contin-
ue its mission of
combatting food
insecurity and
feeding families
in Chicopee

ensure our most vulnerable
have something to eat and
help Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen
continue their hard work mis-
sion, so we thank you for your
work. We really are impact-
ing many, many individuals
and I simply want to be here
with you all to celebrate this
earmark and congratulations
on your hard work,” Arriaga
said.

Dufty said how it’s “so
great and gratifying to be part
of the Chicopee delegation
and to support a place like
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Lorraine’s.

See LORRAINE’S
page 3
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Resolution to support
state auditor sent to
Comms. Committee

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The City
Council approved in a 9-4
vote to send a resolution
supporting the Massachu-
setts State Auditor’s efforts
to audit the state legislature
to the Communications
Committee on May 5.

The order was co-pre-
sented by Vice President/
Ward 6 Councilor Sam
Shumsky, President/Coun-
cilor-at-Large Frank La-
flamme and Ward 5 Coun-
cilor Joe Pasternak III.

This resolution comes
as State Auditor Diana
DiZoglio has been work-
ing on getting access to fi-
nancial records to conduct
a state audit after 72% of
voters voted in support of
auditing the state legislature
in 2024.

In February, DiZoglio
filed a lawsuit against House
Speaker Ronald Mariano,
Senate  President Karen
Spilka and House and Sen-
ate clerks to enforce the vot-
er-approved audit after she
was told to drop the original
case and refile a narrower
lawsuit to target specific fi-
nancial records.

A motion to strike the
lawsuit was also present-
ed by the Supreme Judicial
Court on May 6.

On May 12, it was an-
nounced that Attorney Gen-
eral Andrea Campbell gave
DiZoglio authority to secure
an attorney and sue the leg-
islature over access to the
financial records following

a Supreme Judicial Court
order.

Shumsky emphasized
that this “is not directed at
any of our state legislatures”
and the resolution is some-
thing “that many cities and
towns have discussed and
talked about throughout the
Commonwealth.”

“70% of Chicopee, as
a whole, their population
voted for it. Not one ward
went under 65% in the elec-
tion in favor of this. It is my
opinion that I think that it is
for transparency and pub-
lic records purposes. That’s
all I really have to say right
now,” Shumsky said.

Councilor-at-Large
Joel McAuliffe called this
“a great opportunity from
both political persuasions to
come together in the name
of good government,” and
planned to vote yes.

“The question before us
is simple. Should the Massa-
chusetts Legislature be held
to the same basic standards
of accountability as every
city, town, school district
and public agency in the
Commonwealth? When the
voters were asked this ques-
tion at the state ballot—they
were asked if the state audi-
tor should have the authority
to audit the legislature—
they said yes overwhelm-
ingly, over 70% statewide,
and here in Chicopee, about
60% said yes,” McAuliffe
said. “That is a clear man-
date from the people of this
city and the people of this

See CITY COUNCIL
page 6

CHS student earns Eagle Scout Award

Isabel Vershon is a
member of Troop 124,
Westfield

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The City
Council recognized an out-
standing local teen at the be-
ginning of its meeting on the
evening of May 5.

Isabel Vershon, a Chi-
copee High School student,
was honored after earning the
Eagle Scout Award as a mem-
ber of Troop 124 in Westfield.

For any Girl Scout or
Boy Scout, attaining the Ea-
gle Scout merit badge is a
monumental achievement.

Just reaching the Eagle
Scout rank requires many
years of hard work, effort and
determination. To get to that
point, a scout must earn at
least 21 merit badges, includ-
ing more than a dozen specif-
ic ones.

They also must serve
in a leadership position for
six months and oversee the
planning and development of
a major service project to be
considered for the distinction.

Vershon represented ev-
erything that it means to be an
Eagle Scout in the process of
making a mark.

Last Tuesday, the City
Council commended Ver-
shon’s  consistent demon-
stration of excellence, perse-
verance and commitment to
service.

Vershon’s Eagle Proj-
ect at Chicopee High School
involved organizing and
executing the painting of a
mural celebrating the school

community. The artwork spe-
cifically highlights the high
school’s prestigious Air Force
Jr. ROTC program.

During the City Council
meeting, it was expressed by
the board that Vershon’s con-
tributions will be meaningful
for many years to come.

Beyond scouting, Ver-
shon has earned a strong rep-
utation in the classroom as a
high performer. The honors
student has found success in
the Health Science Academy.

Vershon also attended the
EMT Academy at night and
has served the community
while working with the Parks
& Recreation Department.

After the list of accom-
plishments was read aloud,
Vershon was welcomed to
the podium, where members
of the council thanked her for
showcasing the best the city
has to offer.

Mayor John Vieau, a
graduate of Chicopee High
School, was excited to see a
fellow Pacer put both talent
and passion to great use for
the betterment of the commu-
nity.

Vieau made it clear that
Vershon has made a big dif-
ference in many people’s

See EAGLE SCOUT
page 5
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Mayor John Vieau with Isabel Vershon after receiving a certifi-

cate of recognition.
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Jffrey Sattler, long-time Rotarian and senior relationship manager, poses for the perfect photo.

Rotary Club of Chicopee hosts
Celebrity Bartender Fundraiser

By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent
CHICOPEE - Last
week, the community

stopped by the View Street
Tavern on May 6 as the Chi-
copee Rotary Club hosted
it’s first-ever Celebrity Bar-
tender Fundraiser, raising
over $13,000 as a result.
The funds will now be
utilized and dispersed to lo-
cal community non-profit
organizations.

Meet Your Lineup

The star-studded ros-
ter of celebrity bartenders
consisted of John Arthur

(Rotary Club Public Rela-
tions, Personnel Recruiter),
Lou Arasate (Membership
Chairman), Joe Peters,
(Retired Plastics Manufac-
turing) Gene LaPierre (En-
trepreneur, Retired), Kirk
Burnham, Sr. (Vice Presi-
dent, Polish National Cred-
it Union), Jason Ouellete
(Chicopee Concrete Ser-
vice, Inc.), Fred Borys (Ro-
tary Club President), Mike
Vogel (VP Sales Manager,
Westfield Bank,), Kat Lock-
ridge, (Entrepreneur, Re-
tired), Scott Channell (Ro-
tary Club Vice President and
General Manager, National
Vinyl LLC), Karen Kirby

(Broker/Owner, HB Real
Estate), Robert McNamara
(McNamara Waste Services,
LLC.), Mayor John Vieau,
Jeffrey Sattler (Senior Re-
lationship Manager, Liber-
ty Bank), Kate Riley (Vice
President/Realtor, Riley
Home Realty), and Chelsea
Parker (Rotary Club Secre-
tary, Director of Chicopee
Outpatient Services, River
Valley Counseling Center).
The top five bartend-
ers from the evening were
Sattler, $2,522, Channell,
$2,273.50, Lockridge,

See BARTENDERS
page 5
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City Council holds court on Chapter 90 funding

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - If it hasn’t
been done already, the Chi-
copee City Council will soon
send a fiery resolution to Bos-
ton.

Its destination is the Mas-
sachusetts State Legislature
and Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation, and
its goal is to urge both bod-
ies to review and modify the
Chapter 90 funding formula.

The resolution from Chi-
copee specifically advocates
for the state to boost its finan-
cial support of roadway and
infrastructure  improvement
projects across Western Mas-
sachusetts.

Chapter 90 money is an
annual, formula-based state
funding program that offers
reimbursements to municipal-
ities for capital improvements
to public roads, bridges and
sidewalks.

Chicopee currently re-
ceives $2.47 million in Chap-
ter 90 funding each year, but
many politicians from the
western part of the state claim
eastern Massachusetts re-
ceives an inequitable percent-
age of the available money.

That — and a conversa-
tion with State Auditor Di-
ana DiZoglio — inspired Vice
President/Ward 6 Councilor

Sam Shumsky to bring the
resolution to the table last
Tuesday.

City Council President/
Councilor-at-Large Frank La-
flamme and Ward 5 Councilor
Joseph Pasternak III also sup-
ported the item on the agenda.

While most of the board
agreed that Chicopee needs
more Chapter 90 funding,
signing off on the resolution
wasn’t a unanimous decision.

It was only after an in-
tense conversation that the
council voted 10-3 to deliver
the document to Boston.

When introducing the
resolution, Shumsky said he
and DiZoglio recently dis-
cussed the outdated Chapter
90 formula, which he said
hasn’t been comprehensively
modernized in decades.

Shumsky said the two
agreed it is pivotal to make

upgrades and balance the
playing field.
“[Some roads in my

ward] haven’t been touched
in probably over 70 years.
They’re in tough shape, as are
a lot of roads in my area and
a lot of your roads as well,”
Shumsky said. “I think this
would be greatly beneficial
not just to us as councilors
and our neighborhoods but
also the city of Chicopee as a
whole.”

Ward 7 Councilor Bill

Courchesne agreed. He said
he’s been calling for the
Chapter 90 formula to be up-
graded for a decade and not-
ed that recent small changes
haven’t resulted in major im-
provements.

“This year, we received
$2.47 million... The city, last
time I asked, needs $36 mil-
lion to complete its roads,’
Courchesne said.

Several councilors ex-
plained that the $36 million
sum is what it would cost the
city just to repair its existing
roads that need improve-
ments, not including new
projects.

For several reasons,
Councilor-at-Large Joel
McAuliffe passionately
backed the resolution.

He said he didn’t agree
with every aspect of it. How-
ever, he supports the idea of
making more noise about a
critical subject.

“We disproportionately
are affected negatively by the
way Boston does legislating,”
McAuliffe said. “We have not
gotten our fair share here in
Chicopee or in Western Mas-
sachusetts as a whole. So, I’'m
glad the council is taking a
stand on it.”

McAuliffe declared re-
peatedly that Chicopee has
not received its fair share, and
Ward 3 Councilor Susan Goff

praised him for voicing that
sentiment.

“Chicopee has not gotten
their fair share,” Goff said.
“To say that the taxpayers
need to dish out more money,
no. Just absolutely not. I think
the way that money is spent in
this state and misappropriated
to certain areas, I just do not
agree with it, so I’'m voting

‘yes’ on this.”
Ultimately, the three
representatives  that voted

against sending the resolution
were Councilor-at-Large Jes-
sica Avery, Ward 1 Councilor
Abigail Arriaga and Ward 2
Councilor Shane Brooks.

Avery led the change, as
she wholeheartedly opposed
the idea of sending the resolu-
tion to the state. She spoke at
length about why she thought
it was a bad idea.

“I want to point out that
Chapter 90 is not supposed
to cover all of our roads and
bridges and funding,” Avery
said. “While I agree with the
intention of the resolution,
I think that there has been
some misinformation and
misunderstanding about how
those calculations and appro-
priations exist and what the
obligation of Chicopee itself
is and what the obligation of
our community is.”

Avery said asking for
more money is like “robbing

Peter to pay Paul,” because
Chapter 90 money is derived
from tax money. She implied
that raising Chapter 90 money
might require raising taxes.

“I think that when we talk
about taxes, we forget that
these are not just a one-way
street. These are a two-way
street,” Avery said. “The data,
which is readily and public-
ly available... demonstrates
that Chicopee is actually get-
ting more than we are giving
already. I want to make sure
that we recognize that tax rev-
enue is coming from commu-
nities like us all over.”

Avery also criticized
the previous iteration of the
council for approving a Fiscal
Year 2025 budget that only
raised property taxes by eight
cents per $1,000.

McAuliffe took instant
offense to this, as he called
out Avery.

“l think we should fix
the damn roads, and no one
here should be arguing that
we don’t pay enough taxes in
Chicopee,” McAuliffe said.
“I would say that this council
has done a good job of miti-
gating what is a lot of pres-
sures externally to allow Chi-
copee to remain an affordable
place to live while balancing
our needs and ensuring that
we provide the most services
to our residents.”

McAuliffe reiterated that
the eastern part of the state
continues to get attention and
monetary help that the west-
ern side of the state doesn’t
receive.

“We paid for the Big Dig.
We’re still paying for it. That
was supposed to be only a
few years,” McAuliffe said.
“Ultimately, we have paid our
fair share, and we don’t get
that back here. I just think this
is a no-brainer.”

While he didn’t speak
until the end of the conversa-
tion, Brooks brought several
solid points to the table. He
offered a thorough explana-
tion of why he voted against
sending the resolution.

“This resolution is fatally
flawed. I think the intention-
ality is well-intentioned, but I
don’t think that this is going
to move the needle. Certainly,
we know not this fiscal year,”
Brooks said. “I think there
needs to be some revisions
to Chapter 90. We’re going
to get there; the state will get
there, but I think the time for
advocacy comes when that
change is about to take place.”

One can be sure this isn’t
the last time the council will
tackle this tough discussion
moving forward.

Historic rifle exhibit at library May 20

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Historical Society
will present the installation
and unveiling of our Inshaw
Rifle in its new exhibit case
on permanent loan to the
Chicopee Public Library.
Ms. Laura Bovee, Director
of the Chicopee Public Li-
brary, will also speak at the
event.

The funds for purchas-
ing this case came in part

from the sale of the Soci-
ety’s book, “Richard B. In-
shaw: A Craftsman’s Life
and Work in Chicopee,
Massachusetts” and the
sponsor ads that appear
in the book, but the chief
source of funding came
from a generous grant from
the American Society of
Arms Collectors. The Chi-
copee Historical Society
thanks them most sincerely
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rze Holyoke Pizza

Town
CHICOPEE

WE DELIVER!

o

Two Large Pizzas,
1 Topping Each & 2 Liter Soda

$33. 50 +Tax

@ One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$32. 99 +Tax

@ One Party Size Cheese Pizza,
20 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$44. 50 +Tax
/ R Clipless Coupons — Order By Number

AVAILABLE!!! Y.

213 South Street, Holyoke

413.532.6666

@ Ten Wings w/French Fries

@ Two

Bag of

10 Wings

for helping to achieve this
long-anticipated goal.

The Inshaw Rifle instal-

@ Large 1 Topping Pizza,
Small Cheese Calzone,
2 Liter Soda &

lation event will take place
Wednesday, May 20, 2026,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Bazan
Community Room at the
Chicopee Public Library,
449 Front Street. The In-
shaw Rifle will be displayed
in the local history room.
The event is free and open
to the public.

Visit us at

WWWw.

turley

.com

Ring
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We'

$17.99 +Tax

16” Grinders with
Chips & Can of Soda

$25.99 +7ax

$43. 50 +Tax

{ @ ® DAILY SPECIALS

(Fspeciales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75..... $8.95

Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda.................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda........ccccmmmciiaannnaees $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda.................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda................. $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda.................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda................ $14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ................... $15.50
10”7 CheeSe PiZZA ccuuueeeeeeeeccccieeeeecccc e e eeaaannan $8.95 Fach Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............... $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda....................... $10.99

@ 8” Grinder or Pita Pocket
with Fries & FREE Can of Soda

$ 14.25+ Tax

@One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$40.99 +1ax

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE
www.holyokepizza.com

®0ne M

@ One Large 2 Topping Pizza,
& FREE 2 Liter Soda

$23. 99 +Tax

edium 1 Topping Pizza,

10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$30.99 +7ax
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Win a trip to Italy while supporting

hospice patients in need

CHICOPEE - Local
nonprofit Harmony House of
Western Massachusetts in-
vites the community to take
a chance on winning a trip to
Italy for two while supporting
its mission and residents.

The nonprofit is selling
tickets for $100 per chance to
win a guided trip for two to It-
aly, with several destinations,
including Rome, Capri, and
the Amalfi Coast, from Octo-
ber 10-20, 2026.

Only 250 chances will
be sold and the prize pack-
age-valued at $9,900-includes
airfare, accommodations,
transportation, meals, and
a curated travel experience,
making it a unique opportuni-

ty for community members to
help care for their neighbors
facing terminal illness. Profits
from the raffle will directly
support Harmony House’s
mission of providing a home
with compassionate end-of-
life care and companionship
to hospice patients in need,
regardless of their financial
status or any other circum-
stances.

This is the second year
Harmony House has hosted
the fundraiser. Last year’s
winners, Jerry and Marilyn,
reflected on their experience,
sharing, “You buy something
like this and assume that it
would just be a donation, but
this was the trip of a lifetime!

Great trip, brand new buses,
guides were very knowledge-
able, and the information ses-
sion at Figaro’s Restaurant
before the trip was very infor-
mative.”

Tickets are available for
purchase now through Thurs-
day, June 4, and the drawing
will take place via Facebook
Live on Friday, June 5. Visit
HarmonyHouseWMA .org/
ItalyRaffle for purchase op-
tions, trip itinerary, and terms
and conditions. Tickets are
also available for purchase
at Figaro’s Restaurant in En-
field, Pizza Lino in Chicopee,
and the office of Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament Parish
in Westfield.

Chicopee Public Library hosts
programs for kids and families

CHICOPEE - Each
month the Chicopee Public
Library hosts a variety of
free programs for children,
teens, and families. The
Youth Services Department
provides opportunities for
entertainment and enrichment
that promote literacy and
explore creativity. Here is the
slate of events for May 2026.

Saturday Play-
group will be held on Satur-
days at 1 p.m. in May. We>ll
put out some extra toys in the
playspace. It>s a great time
for families with kids of all
ages to meet up and play, no
registration required.

Storytime will be held
on Thursdays, May 28 at
10:30 a.m. Storytime is
for children ages 3-5. This
program features about 30
minutes of structured circle
time, followed by 15-30
minutes of a craft or activity.
Circle time will include 2-3
read aloud books, rhymes,
songs, and felt Dboards.
Children will be encouraged
to ask and answer simple
questions and  recognize

colors,
No

things like shapes,
letters, and numbers.
registration required.

Terrific Twos will be
held on Tuesdays, May
26 at 10:30 a.m. Terrific
Twos is for two- year-olds
and their caregivers. This
program features about 25
minutes of structured circle
time, followed by about half
an hour of semi-structured
playtime. During circle time,
we will sing songs, do rhymes,
do some big movements,
and read 1 book. The book
choice rotates between either
a read aloud picture book or
a group read of a board book.
Playtime involves a choice
of craft, activity, or play. No
registration required.

Make a Frog Craft in the
Kids Room on Tuesday, May
19 at 4 p.m.

The library  Home-
school Meetup will be
on Friday, May 29 at 11
a.m. This group meets once
a month September - June
for homeschooling families
with kids of all ages to hang
out, do activities and learn

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

together. This month we>re
learning about comics and
sequential art.

Teens

Join us for Anime
Club on Wednesday, May
20 at 3 p.m. Ever wonder
what you could do with all
those wrappers and bits of
trash? We’ll be celebrating
the series Gachiakuta with a
fun upcycle craft and a Vital
Instrument quiz!

Girls Who Code Work-
shop Series every other
Saturday. May 9 and 23, June
6 and 20, 1 to 3 p.m. in the
Computer Lab.

Girls Who Code is ded-
icated to increasing gender
equality in the tech field. In
this workshop series taught
by local cybersecurity analyst
Alexandria Rosado, girls in
grades 9-12 will learn about
Al, Coding and Cybersecuri-
ty in a fun environment with
peers.

Sign up by going to clubs-
hq.girlswhocode.com/login
or sign up for an account on
the Girls Who Code website
and then join our club with
this code: MA67606

** Save the date: The Li-
brary’s annual Summer Read-
ing Program will be starting
June 24! We are asking “Chi-
copee, did you read today?”
Read every day, earn raffle
chances, and have fun!

Visit the library web-
site for more info about
all of the library’s events!
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org
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Water and Fire Departments receive key grants

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - During
its May 5 meeting, the City
Council accepted grants on
behalf of both the Chicopee
Water Department and Chi-
copee Fire Department.

First that evening, the
board unanimously accepted
$125,290 for the water de-
partment. The money stems
from the Massachusetts Com-
munity Compact Cabinet In-
formation Technology Grant
program.

Not long after, the coun-
cil unanimously accepted
$14,000 from the Massachu-
setts Executive Office of Pub-

lic Safety for the fire depart-
ment.

The funding will help
both departments meet im-
portant needs going forward.

The Water Department
will use the money to config-
ure a centralized GIS online
platform. This will enable the
department to manage its GIS
inventory and improve effi-
ciency.

Mayor John Vieau be-
lieves the $125,290 will make
a major difference for the wa-
ter department, which will
ultimately benefit community
members.

“We’re excited to receive
this grant,” Vieau said. “As
many of you are aware, your

constituents have received
letters that we have to identi-
fy pipes for everyone’s house.
This will create a GIS online
inventory of all the pipes
through the water department
throughout our community.”

Meanwhile, the $14,000
that the fire department re-
ceived may seem small at
first glance, but it’s largely
essential.

The money from the
state will be used to purchase
gas meters to equip the city’s
fire trucks and vehicles for
calls related to gas leaks.

Fire Chief Dan Stambor-
ski was on-hand last Tuesday
while Vieau discussed his
mayoral orders. Stamborski

also took to the podium to
offer more information on the
grant coming to his depart-
ment.

“This is a Department of
Fire Services’ grant through
the state of Massachusetts,
and we’re excited to get this
grant,”  Stamborski  said.
“We’re replacing some ag-
ing meters; 9 of them in total.
[They’11] go on the trucks and
will help us tremendously to
get rid of some of the old me-
ters that are starting to fail.”

Stamborski also  de-
scribed how the city will be
totally reimbursed once it
installs the new equipment
on the fire department appa-
ratuses.

“The best part about this
grant is that it’s 100% reim-
bursement; there’s no percent-
age match from the city, so
we’re just looking to get the
funds in place so we can order
the equipment. Then, we’ll get
reimbursed from the state in
whole,” Stamborski said.

Vieau was thrilled to
see the grant accepted by the
council because he knows it
will make residents safer. He
expressed gratitude to the city
employees who landed the
funding.

“I want to thank Chief
Stamborski and the Fire De-
partment for getting and
achieving that grant,” Vieau
said.

Ward 4 Councilor George
Balakier also weighed in on
the importance of the items
that the grant money will
bring to the fire department.

“Again, this is for the
purchase of gas meters per-
taining to gas leaks, carbon
monoxide, natural gas and
propane. These are important
tools to have for the fire de-
partment,” Balakier said.

For those who were un-
clear about how the reim-
bursement process works,
Balakier gave a brief but
strong explanation.

“This is the kind of grant
where we have to spend the
money first. Then, we get the
grant,” Balakier said.
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From the left, Bridget Healy, legislative aide for State Sen. John Velis (D- Westfleld), State Rep. Shir-
ley Arriaga (D-Chicopee,) Kim Caisse, executive director of Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & Pantry, State
Rep. Pat Duffy (D-Holyoke) and Ward 1 City Councilor Shirley Arriaga with the $50,000 earmark.

LORRAINE’S
from page 1

“What we hear every-
where is people talking about
affordability and a place like
Lorraine’s is helping people
with their most basic needs.
Feeding people and you’re
feeding people well and we
are really grateful,” Duffy
said.

Vieau explained how
“many people struggle with
food insecurity and it is real.”

“In 2026, on Ameri-
ca’s 250th anniversary, that
shouldn’t be happening, and
I’m really grateful that you’re
helping supplement because
the need is big, it’s real and
this place is very special. It
serves people with respect
and dignity and treats people
fairly,” Vieau said.

He added if anyone is
in need that “this pantry, this
kitchen is here for you.”

“Pantry every day Mon-
day through Friday. Dinner
Monday through Friday is
available and again, no ques-
tions asked. It’s about treat-
ing people with respect and
dignity, having a great meal
and making sure that people
aren’t feeling that emptiness
in their stomach,” Vieau said.
“You can’t be productive
when you’re not able to feed

yourself and in this modern
age—in this world—especial-
ly here in the United States,
we have to take care of each
other. So, earmarks like this
go a long way, grateful for
the community to receive it
and it is going to make sure
that these shelves stay full,
especially during the slow
periods where donations ar-
en’t coming in and the need
is still here in high demand,
so thank you to the delegates,
thank you Rep. for fighting
for Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen
& Pantry.”

He then  applauded
Caisse and the volunteers at
Lorraine’s, encouraging the
community to volunteer to
cook a meal for the dinner
service.

“They can always use a
hand. It really helps take some
of that burden off the kitchen
staff when someone comes
in and cooks that meal and,
again, you can showcase your
favorite dish,” Vieau said.

Councilor Arriaga hopes
to get more of the community
involved in volunteering and
spreading the word about how
Lorraine’s can help.

“You do so much for
the community, so I want to
thank you, I appreciate you
and, like I said on behalf of
the City Council, we’re here,”

State Rep. Pat Duffy (D-Holyoke) shares thoughts on supporting Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & Pantry.
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From the left, Sgt. Alan Blankenship of the Willimanset C3 Unit, State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), Kim Caisse, executive dire-
ctor of Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & Pantry, Mayor John Vieau, State Rep. Pat Duffy (D-Holyoke), Ward 1 City Councilor Abigail Arriaga
and Sgt. Thomas Gazda of the Chicopee Genter C3 Unit in a group photo.

Arriaga said. “If anybody’s
looking for volunteer work,
please. They’re looking for
weekdays, weekends, so we
can show up and help them
too as well.”

After Caisse expressed
her gratitude to Arriaga and
the delegation for their con-
tinued support, she noted the
staple items Lorraine’s is al-
ways in need of.

Scholarships for Class of 2026 High School graduates

CHICOPEE - St. Stan-
islaus  School has two
scholarships available for
High School Seniors that

will be attending college.
One scholarship is for stu-
dents that graduated from

and attended, St. Stanislaus
School for at least six years.
The other scholarship is for
students that belonged to
the Junior Youth Ministry
for a minimum of one year.
Applications are available at

the School Office (Mon-Fri
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) and at
the Parish Office (Mon-Fri 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.).Applications
can also be emailed out by
contacting: cconklin@saint-
stansschool.org.

$ 1200/Week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

« Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

“Rice, pasta, soup, pea-
nut butter, potatoes, canned
meat, spaghetti sauces, cere-
al, beans of all types, canned
fruits,” Caisse said. “Right
now, I would have to say our
immediate need is peanut but-
ter, beans, canned beans and
mac and cheese.”

Caisse said receiving the
earmark “is amazing.”

“It will help us in so

HANNOUSH &

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

704 Memorial Dr.,
413-377-1433

many of our programs. Our
mobile, our pantry distribu-
tion, our generous services, SO
wherever the need is, it’ll im-
pact that,” Caisse said. “We’re
very grateful. The community
has always been helpful, like
I was saying. They always
come out. When there’s a
need at Lorraine’s, people
come out. They always do, so
we’re grateful for them.”

Chicopee

Besides food donations,
Caisse added Lorraine’s also
accepts monetary donations.

“Without the community
and volunteers, we wouldn’t
be here. So it’s a huge impact.
The state funding that we got
is huge; it’s not typical. So,
Shirley and them and Senator
Gomez, they’ve been looking
out for us the last few years
and we’re so grateful for that,

Turn Your Gold Into Cash!

Is At An A11-Time High!

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In

Your

10% Off Jewelery Repairs

e

25% Extra
When You Use Your

Towards A New Purchase

expires
9/30/26.

..+ Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com - 4“3‘-*‘.
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OPINION

|

By Russell Gloor

SOCIAL SECURITY

“J

I’'m still working; why didn’t | get
a higher Social Security benefit?

Dear Rusty:

I began collecting ben-
efits at age 72 and am now
78.

Since that time, I have
continued to work and have
contributed over $40,000 to
Social Security over the last
six years. At the time of my
retirement, 1 was informed
that the Social Security Ad-
ministration would review
my contributions annually
and replace lower-earning
years from my 35-year re-
cord with my current high-
er-earning years.

Despite my current
annual income exceeding
$100,000, 1 have not seen
an increase in my benefit
amount over the past six
years. I recently met with
an SSA representative, who
confirmed that my benefits
are being reviewed annually
but did not provide specific
details or evidence of these
adjustments.  Could  you
please advise me on how
to formally verify that my
benefits are being accurate-
ly reviewed and updated to
reflect my continued contri-
butions?

Signed: Collecting
and Still Working

Dear Collecting:

For information, your
contributions from Federal
Insurance Contributions Act
payroll taxes to Social Se-
curity over the last six years
are not what determines if
you get an increase to your
monthly SS benefit.

Although you contrib-
uted to SS since you started
receiving SS benefits, those
contributions do not affect
your monthly SS benefit.
Your monthly SS benefit is
based only the highest in-
flation-adjusted 35 years of
earnings over your lifetime.
And for your monthly ben-
efit to change, your current
earnings each year would
need to replace at least one
of those 35 historical, infla-
tion-adjusted year earnings.

We regularly hear from
those who do benefit from
SSA’s regular review of
work earnings after they
start receiving monthly SS
benefits, and our Advisory
staff includes two individ-
uals with a combined 70
years of service with the
Social Security Administra-
tion. Thus, we are comfort-
able saying that SSA does,
in fact, review your earn-
ings annually to see if your
monthly SS payment should
be higher.

From a process stand-
point, SSA receives your
annual earnings information
from the IRS (i.e., directly
from your annual tax return)
by mid-year annually, after
which SSA evaluates your
recent earnings to see if an
increase in your monthly SS
benefit is warranted. If so,
that increase is automatical-
ly applied, usually around
October each year and you
are paid the extra amount
retroactively to the begin-
ning of the year.

What you may not re-
alize is that your lifetime

earnings (your historical
earnings) are adjusted for in-
flation. This is a good thing,
because that means your
current monthly SS benefit
is calculated using today’s
dollar values for your past
earnings, rather than the
actual money amounts you
originally earned and re-
ceived.

For example, $50,000
of 1990 earnings would be
worth about $125,000 today.
Which also means that those
1990 earnings would only
yield a higher current So-
cial Security benefit if your
recent earnings were more
than $125,000. And this is
true for all 35 years of life-
time earnings used to calcu-
late your current monthly
Social Security benefit.

The best way for you
to ensure that you are get-
ting the right monthly ben-
efit amount is to first obtain
your lifetime earnings his-
tory from Social Security.
This is most easily obtained
through your online “my
Social Security” account at
www.ssa.gov/myaccount.
If you don’t have an online
account set up, you can also
request an “Earnings State-
ment” by calling Social Se-
curity at 1.800.772.1213 (or
call your local SS field office
to request it). Next, I suggest
you use Social Security’s
“Online Benefits Calcula-
tor” explained and available
at this link: https:/www.
ssa.gov/benefits/retirement/
planner/AnypiaApplet.html

If, after this, you be-
lieve you should be getting
a higher monthly SS benefit
because of your recent earn-
ings, you can again contact
SSA and tell them you be-
lieve they did not properly
adjust your current SS ben-
efit for your most recent
earnings. Following that,
you can submit a “Request
for Reconsideration” (form
SSA-561) which will result
in a full separate review of
your case by an indepen-
dent SSA person, followed
(some months later) by a
formal written determina-
tion on your assertion. If
you received a letter from
SSA because of your pre-
vious meeting with them,
include a copy of that letter
with your “Request for Re-
consideration.”

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

Support the
local businesses
that support your
local newspaper.

Let them know you saw
their ad in the
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Rhubarb, a perennial fruit worth growing

Recently I was chatting
with a coworker who has a
dozen varieties of rhubarb.

Yes, rhubarb. He asked
if I wanted a division or two.

Although I love all
things old, and this fruit (yes,
fruit) is considered about
as old-fashioned as they
come, I politely declined.
Rhubarb and I don’t par-
ticularly get along.

But, that doesn’t
mean I'll knock anyone
who can eat it and not vis-
it the bathroom. All the
more power to them.

Read on for some
rhubarb trivia that just
may earn you a prize on your
next cruise.

Back in the day when
everyone made time for bak-
ing, or baked out of necessity,
rhubarb was indispensable in
the garden. Today, most folks
figure they can buy what they
need when they long to make
a strawberry-rhubarb pie or
some preserves.

I'say, “Why buy it, when
it is so easy to grow?” And,
as an added bonus, it may
just out live you!

Rhubarb was featured on
a cooking show and a lengthy
discussion evolved between
the celebrity cooks about
whether it was a fruit or a
vegetable. I never did hear
the resolution, but did a little
research of my own.

Apparently, rhubarb is
a vegetable but after a court
decision in 1947 it is legally
a fruit and was not subject to
taxation of the time.

The best time for plant-
ing rhubarb is early through
mid-spring. If you are lucky
enough to know someone
with an established patch, it
is very likely they will give
you all of the divisions you
need and then some.

You can also purchase
roots or small potted plants

from local nurseries. For an
average family of four, plan
on two or three divisions.
Rhubarb will do best in
a spot in the yard that is in
full sun or light shade. Most
gardeners locate it separate-
ly from or at one end of the

main
vegetable garden.

Since we are dealing
with a perennial plant, think
carefully about where you
site it- you may have to live
with your decision for de-
cades! Amend the soil with
lots of organic matter prior to
planting; the richer the better.

Finished compost or
aged manure fit the bill just
fine, and since rhubarb pre-
fers slightly acidic soil, you’ll
want to hold the lime.

If you are getting divi-
sions from a friend’s garden,
ask for some from the outer
portion of the patch — these
roots will be the least fibrous
and most eager to thrive.
Keep as much soil as possible
around them during transport
to prevent dehydration.

If you can’t transplant
them the same day dig a
quick hole somewhere else
in the garden and “heel them
in” Your other alternative
would be to pot up the divi-
sions.

In either case, water well
until you can plant them at-
tentively.

When it’s time for your
plants to make their way to
a permanent spot, dig holes
two to three feet apart. The
depth of the holes will de-

"the
anden

pend on the size of the divi-
sions you have and how big
their roots are.

Plant them at the same
depth they were growing in
your friend’s garden or in
the pot you bought them in.
If you are planting roots, go
by the buds — they
should be planted
about two inches be-
low the soil surface.

During the first
growing season our
emphasis should be
on root building. For
that reason be sure
that you water well
and keep weeds at

bay.

Do not pick stalks until
the following spring, but do
break off any flower buds that
form. Once your patch has
established itself there is no
stopping it! All you’ll need
to do to maintain it is provide
a topdressing of compost or
rotted manure each spring
and weed as needed.

Of course, you will also
want to pick as much as you
can! No knife is needed:
simply hold the stem near the
base and give it a quick pull
along with a gentle twist.

Use only the stem since
the foliage is known to be
toxic.

The patch will need di-
viding every 5-10 years; the
perfect time to offer up divi-
sions to your friends!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
Jood as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email
it to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

‘Cough CPR’ is a social media myth

A popular social me-
dia post that first surfaced
in the ‘90s is popping up
again. It says that regular
and vigorous coughing
can keep you alive if you
have a heart attack while
you’re by yourself.

The theory is that the
coughing can change the
pressure on your heart to
keep it beating until you
can get to help. Sounds
reasonable, right? There’s one
little problem, though: It’s not
true. It may even be danger-
ous. More on that later.

I can see why there may
be some confusion.

A patient may be told to
cough when there’s a sudden
abnormal heartbeat (arrhyth-
mia) during a medical proce-
dure, such as in a cardiac cath-
eterization lab, Dr. Manash
Patel of the Duke University
School of Medicine told the
American Heart Association.
“I think people believe that
coughing is changing, some-
how, the heart’s squeeze. But
coughing has not been shown
to do that,” he said.

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN

_ . your

Guest Column

It seems to me that people
are also confused about what
a heart attack is and what car-
diac arrest is. A heart attack
is the result of a build-up of
plaque in the coronary arter-
ies, disrupting the blood flow
to the heart and potentially
damaging it. Johns Hopkins
details the symptoms:

A feeling of heaviness,
tightness, pressure, aching,
burning, numbness, fullness,
or squeezing. The pain can
either last for several min-
utes, go away, or come back
repeatedly.

* Pains in the torso/upper
body, including the arms,
left shoulder, back, neck,
jaw, or stomach

health -

* Difficulty breathing/
feeling out of breath
* Sweating or “cold
sweats
A sense of full-
ness, indigestion or
choking
* Nausea or vomiting
» Lightheadedness,
dizziness, feeling
like you might faint
* Unexplained tired-
ness, weakness,
extreme weakness (like
you can’t do easy tasks), or
severe anxiety reacting to
Symptoms

Rapid or irregular heartbeat

To those I would add
feelings of indigestion (es-
pecially in women) or just a
general feeling that “some-
thing’s not right.”

In cardiac arrest, the
heart suddenly stops beat-
ing, and the patient won’t be
conscious to cough — or do
anything else. It’s a major
medical emergency. If you’re

See YOUR HEALTH
page 6
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WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR NEWS!

The Chicopee Register
welcomes submissions
of news in or related to

Chicopee and its residents.
Our "People News," is filled
with submitted engagement
announcements, wedding
announcements, birth
announcements, your new
baby or news about your
25th or 50th anniversary
celebrations. Please e-mail
correspondence along with a
photo to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,
c/o Turley Publications,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at
413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.
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Join us for interactive
STEM activities

CHICOPEE - Join us
for exciting and interactive
STEM activities designed
to ignite curiosity, creativity
and critical thinking in chil-
dren 2.9 to five years old and
their families.

Explore, experiment and
discover the wonders of Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math through hands-
on experiences!

Location: Szetela School,
66 Macek Drive, Chicopee

Time: 4 to 5 p.m.

Dates: Every Wednesday
through June 3

Children must attend with
an adult.

The programs are offered
by the Holyoke Chicopee
Family and Community Pro-
gram.

Funded by the Coordinat-
ed Family & Community
Engagement Grant from the
Massachusetts Department
of Early Education and Care.

To register, contact Shane
at 413-310-1632.

Events offered at RiverMills Senior Center

Nutrition Counseling

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Council on Aging will
now offer one-on-one nutri-
tion counseling the second
Tuesday of each month be-
ginning May 11 at Chicopee
Council on Aging’s River-
Mills Center, located at 5 W.
Main Street.

Certified Nutrition Coach
Rosemary Santinello will be
at RiverMills for 1-on-1 Nu-
trition Counseling appoint-
ments the second Tuesday of
every month, beginning May
11. You will go over your di-
etary goals and will discuss
some other health factors such

as cholesterol, hypertension
and other health related issues
to then come up with a nutri-
tion place that caters to your
specific needs. The cost is
$30 and you must register in
advance by stopping by River-
Mills or calling 534-3698.

Springfest

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Council on Aging will
host a Spring Festival on
Tuesday, May 19 at 11:30
a.m. at Chicopee Council on
Aging’s RiverMills Center,
located at 5 W. Main Street.

Join your friends at Riv-
erMills for Spring Fest! En-

joy your congregate meal
inside or on the patio, then
step outside for some spring
celebrations, including fun
games, crafts, some local ven-
dors, bake sale and sunshine!
This is a lunch event and you
must register for lunch as
you normally would to par-
ticipate. The cost is $5 as it
includes the congregate meal
and crafts and games. Rain
Date: May 20.

Military Appreciation
Breakfast
CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Council on Aging will
host a Military Appreciation

Breakfast on Friday, May
22 at 8:30 a.m. at Chicopee
Council on Aging’s River-
Mills Center, located at 5 W.
Main Street.

May is National Mili-
tary Appreciation Month. To
show our appreciation and
to say “Thank You” for your
service, RiverMills invites
military members to enjoy a
breakfast with fellow service
members and friends. Active
and retired military eat free.
All other guests are welcome
to join for $5. You must regis-
ter in advance.

EAGLE SCOUT
from page 1

lives.

“It’s a milestone accom-
plishment; I'm so proud of
you,” Vieau said. “It’s not
easy to become an Eagle
Scout. If it’s okay with the
council, I have this wonder-
ful certificate of recognition
that I'd like to read... Never
lose your Chicopee pride, or
your Pacers pride.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF MIKE PISE
A group shot of the entire
Chicopee City Council with
Isabel Vershon.

BARTENDERS
from page 1

$1,396, Borys, $1.360.50,
and Kirby, $930.00.
Reflecting on the eve-
ning, Borys, who was also
celebrating his 73rd birthday
with a plethora of family and
friends in attendance, ex-
plained he couldn’t be happier
with the turnout, recognizing
that many braved the rain and
showed up for the community
in the name of a good cause.
“The turnout is more
than we expected, and look-
ing around, we couldn’t be
happier, and this night was
truly special across all fronts,”
Borys said. “I also want to
say we are very thankful for
those who have already do-
nated, and I want to give a ton
of credit to our Fundraising
Committee, who work very
hard to organize this event,
and lastly just a huge thank
you to the View Street Tav-
ern, who continue to go the
extra mile always for us, and
I feel the View Street Tavern
is one of Chicopee’s best kept
secrets.”
Echoing and bestowing
similar praise was Sattler.
“This event tonight has
helped create three major fac-
tors for us. One, it gets the
name of the Rotary Club of
Chicopee out into the mar-
ketplace for people to know
what we do. It’s a way to get
all the people in the market-
place to come together and
network, and it allows us to
collect money to give back to
our community,” Sattler said.
“So, it’s really a home run
from our standpoint because
having all the people here
together, meeting each other,

The Jack Rome Memorial »
SK & Fun Walk 2026

THANK ’ OU to our incredible sponsors, volunteers,

vendors, food trucks, patrons, runners, and walkers for making this event possible.
We are especially grateful to Gary Rome Hyundai, Western Mass News,

and the Richard & Barbara Whitcomb Foundation for their generous support.

Your dedication to the TJO animals and to our community is what makes

this event such a meaningful success.

With your support, together we raised over $58K!

John Arthur, personnel recruiter and member of the Rotary Club
who also oversees public relations, prepares a drink as he is
mentored by one of the View Street Tavern bartenders.

and hopefully they’ll be able
to do some business with each
other, and maybe even join
the club.”

Sattler also shared that he
and his fellow Rotarians carry
immense pride in being part
of the organization.

“I’'m very proud of being
a Rotarian, because we help
and assist in terms of busi-
nesses, but are also predicated
on cultivating honesty and in-
tegrity, which in turn creates
strong relationships within
the community, and that’s
what makes you successful in
business,” Sattler said.

The night also highlight-
ed new Rotarians to the or-
ganization, stepping into the
limelight, for example, such
as Lockridge, who shared that
she saw a few friends from
the Natick Rotary division,
and having moved to Chicop-
ee, she felt a sense of connec-
tion and the element of fund-
raising in full effect.

“I feel being part of the
Rotary Club, I have started to
understand this is truly a com-
munity, and a family,” Lock-
ridge said. “I started noticing
when I started meeting people
and making connections both
within the Rotary Club and
outside of the Rotary Club
as you're working and giv-
ing that money away to really
good causes.”

Lastly, the Rotary Club
shared that they are continu-
ing to open their ranks to new
potential members, some-
thing Membership Chairman
Lou Arasate touched upon.

“As Membership Chair-
man of the Rotary, I would
like to thank all the Corporate
Donors and to everyone who
attended our fundraiser, and
with the great team effort of
our Rotary Members attend-
ing, we all walked away feel-
ing it was a very successful
event,” Arasate said. “If any-
one has an interest in looking

entire HB Real Estate family.

into to the Chicopee Rotary
Club, please feel free to con-
tact Lou at 413-454-4874 or
email inquires to Laraste@
aol.com.

To note the Rotary Club
of Chicopee has donated over
$250,000 to local charities
and non-profits, including:
Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen,
Boys and Girls Club of Chi-
copee, RiverMills Senior
Center, For The Love of
Good Foundation, Chicopee
High/Chicopee Comp Music
Programs, Boy Scouts Troop
#1849 of Chicopee, Schol-
arships, USO of the Pioneer
Valley, Sunshine Village, and
more.

The club meets the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of the
month at 5 p.m. at the View
Street Tavern.

e T —

-

Scott Channell, Rotary Club Vice President and General Manager

Karen Kirby, Broker/Owner, HB Real Estate, standing in unison and receiving support from the

] ==

s

at National Vinyl LLC, partaking in the excitement of everyone at

the bar.

To Benefit The Foundation

SAVING LivES TOGETHER

for TJO Animals

Not all superheroes wear capes. Some wear sneakers. Some have paws.
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Enjoy an evening of
inspirational music

SOUTH HADLEY -
Join Music Director and
Chicopee  Native, Ania
Binczewski along with her
music students for an after-
noon of piano music.

The event is free to the
public. A free-will offering
will benefit the South Had-

ley food pantry:
Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, Inc.There will

be a brief intermission with
refreshments. Parking on-
site is free and plentiful.

When: May 17 2 to 4
p.m.

Where: Our Savior’s
Lutheran  Church, 319
Granby Road, South Hadley

To learn more, call 413-
533-1925 or visit www.
oursaviorssouthhadley.org.

St. Joan of Arc

CHICOPEE - The
Pre-K, Three and Four and
Kindergarten St. Joan of
Arc School Open House
will take place on Wednes-
day, June 10, by appoint-
ment only. The times are 9

Open House

toll am.and I to 5 p.m.
St. Joan of Arc School
is located at 587 Grattan
Street, Chicopee, MA.
To learn more, call
413-533-1475 or visit
sjachicopee.org.

YOUR HEALTH
from page 4

lucky, bystanders will start
hands-only CPR or use an
AED (automatic external
defibrillator) after calling
911. Someone who has
cardiac arrest when there’s
no help nearby has a poor
chance of survival.

So the question re-
mains: What should you
do if you feel a heart at-
tack coming on and you’re
alone, or, say, driving home
from work?

First, because a heart
attack can be a prelude to
cardiac arrest, immediate-
ly call 911 before you call
anyone else. Don’t attempt
to drive if heart attack
symptoms arise. Pull off
the road and call 911.

You might be told to
stay on the line with the
emergency dispatcher, but
if you have a second line,
call someone to be with
you in case your heart at-
tack turns into cardiac ar-
rest.

Next, unlock the door
so first responders can
get to you. If you’re able
to take aspirin, chew two
81-milligram children’s as-
pirin or one regular aspirin.
Aspirin will help keep your
platelets from clotting,
and chewing them will get
the medication into your
bloodstream faster.

People with cardiac
issues often are prescribed

’ » ]
14:1{1]1
DUR DUL
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

GENTER CUT PORK LOIN

CHOPS or ROAST ......cceummmueens

nitroglycerin. If you have
some around, place one un-
der your tongue.

Then, and this is a
tough one, do your best to
stay calm and quiet. Avoid
exertion. Take deep, steady
breaths. Count slowly to
100 (one Mississippi, two
Mississippi...). Sit upright
with your back supported,
or you can lie on the floor
or bed with your legs ele-
vated.

Don’t eat or drink any-
thing. You don’t want to
risk aspiration if you lose
consciousness, and if you
need an immediate proce-
dure, such as a catheteriza-
tion, your stomach should
be as empty as possible.

And don’t cough.
Johns Hopkins advises:
“This probably won’t work,
and worse still, attempting
this technique may put you
in more danger. Attempt-
ing this procedure on your
own can cause you to acci-
dentally work against the
rhythm of your heart and
make it harder to get oxy-
gen into your blood rather
than easier.”

I've said it before and
I'll say it again: Dr. Face-
book is not the best source
of medical advice. Stick
with authoritative sources
like WebMD, university
hospitals and the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (cdc.gov). And
don’t believe everything
you read.
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CIty COUNCIL
from page 1

Commonwealth. When people
speak that clearly, government
should listen.”

McAuliffe shared his per-
sonal lived experience work-
ing in the Massachusetts State
Senate for nearly six years
and he saw “how that build-
ing works, or for lack of better
terms, doesn’t work,” noting
an “institution with enormous
power and too few guardrails.”

“Too often, decisions are
made behind closed doors.
Power is concentrated in the
hands of a few and the pub-
lic is left to trust the process
it cannot see. That’s what this
audit means,” McAuliffe said.
“Let’s be clear. This audit is
not just about checking re-
ceipts or balancing the books.
A state audit can examine
operations internal controls,
compliance, effectiveness and
whether public authority is
being used responsibly. It can
ask whether the systems inside
government are working the
way they should. From my ex-
perience, those systems need
scrutiny.”

After citing in 2022 how
legislative staff fought for the
right to collectively bargain
and organize, seek better wag-
es and improve working con-
ditions and how last month
legislation to give legislative
staff a right to organize “was
quietly sent to a study with-
out a recorded vote and died
in committee,” he stressed,
“This is not just a labor issue.
This is not just an audit issue.
It is a transparency issue. It is
an accountability issue. It is a
culture issue.”

“The state would never
allow us here in Chicopee to
operate that way. Cities and
towns are expected to follow
rules, submit to audits, answer
questions, follow public re-
cords law and justify decisions
in public. So, why is there
one standard for municipali-
ties and another standard for
Beacon Hill? This resolution
is not about partisanship or at-
tacking any one individual. It’s
about basic democratic prin-
ciples. Public power belongs
to the public. If you spend
money, make public decisions
and write rules for everyone
else, you should be willing to
live by those rules yourself,”
McAuliffe said. “Chicopee
supporters supported this au-
dit, Massachusetts voters sup-
ported this audit and tonight
I believe this council should
stand with them.”

A

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 L6 86 susses

Ward 2 Councilor Shane
Brooks said he would vote
no on this as “this is fatally
flawed.”

“I think Mr. McAuliffe
hit the nail on the head. This
will be litigated before the Su-
preme Judicial Court tomor-
row. Any vote would be ren-
dered moot if we took a vote
in the affirmative and the court
felt differently or the court
took a vote in the negative and
the court felt differently. There
are provisions within this au-
dit that is not based on finance
or fiduciary in nature such as
having some sort of purview
over committee assignments,”
Brooks said. “I'm not sure
how I can get home on that.
I don’t understand fully what
the financial implications on
committee assignments within
the state are.”

Brooks added there was
an independent audit proposed
by the House, but it was turned
down by the state auditor “be-
cause the auditor wanted to do
it herself.”

“But we do have an in-
dependent audit every single
year, so I’'m not sure where that
disconnect comes into play. I
think that at the very least, this
needs to be postponed until
we know the outcome of the
SJC because it doesn’t make
any sense to have it printed on
the paper if it’s not going to be
worth the paper it’s printed on
because the SJC could come
up with a completely differ-
ent opinion about what this
audit really means and I think
that has to come to fruition,”
Brooks said. “And I think this
was rushed a little bit. I think if
we had waited until the second
meeting in May understanding
that this was going to go be-
fore the SJC, I think it would
have been palatable for folks
because we would have known
what the SJC was going to
weigh in and if there was go-
ing to be an appellate process.
But as it stands right now, I
can’t in good conscience vote
in the affirmative for this be-
cause knowing that there is
a court case that will occur
roughly by 10 a.m. tomorrow
morning. It just doesn’t make
sense to me.”

Ward 7 Councilor Bill
Courchesne noted how “to
say I was surprised to see this
come through would be an un-
derstatement because it’s only
been a few months since I last
asked, do the same exact thing
and I was advised to not do it
because we might upset the
state delegation.”

“So, I'm hoping that while

I\
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my resolution was shot down,
but this one was brought for-
ward that maybe the state dele-
gation has changed their mind
or, at least, we’re not afraid
we’re going to upset them. So,
I will support it even though I
do agree with the fact that it’s
a little too late and we prob-
ably should have waited, but
it’s something that I spoke
with Diana myself about too,”
Courchesne said. “So, I'm al-
ways going to support her if
it’s not just the issue at hand.”

After Ward 9 Councilor
Mary Beth Costello agreed
with McAuliffe and Brooks
that the issue was also about
the upcoming trial that next
morning, Councilor-at-Large
Jessica Avery noted how on
Jan. 5, “all of us took an oath
to uphold the Constitution
and the separation of powers”
and recognizing constitution-
al law herself through classes
she took, she said “even what
we’re seeing now with the ju-
diciary to have a legislative
branch engage in this way
might very well be in the face
of our oath.”

“It’s similar to the issues
that I brought up with the in-
surance contracting where it
says right in our charter we
cannot be involved in certain
negotiations,” Avery said.

She also noted how the
city is looking to hire its next
auditor and “we get our own
audits,” and there are still
questions about “where our
funds went for deceased folks
in Chicopee.”

“And so, for us to come
forward and say that we need
to do all these audits and a lot
of folks are still asking me
where is this money, where
did this insurance money go,
why did this happen, is real-
ly concerning for me because
again, as Councilor McAuliffe
said, we should all have the
same set of standards and I
don’t think that this does that.
I think it goes in the face of it,”
Avery said.

She also shared her lived
experience for over five years
at the State House when she
dealt with sexual harassment,
the day the House voted down
then-Representative DiZo-
glio’s legislation and when
rapists were arrested by the
state police in that building.

“I think that what we’re
talking about here is remark-
ably detrimental to survivors
and is going to be really some-
thing that is going to come up
and if we are not trauma-in-
formed about this, we are
going to cause extreme harm

to people. We, as a council,
have an obligation to do and
protect our constituents and
I think that, again, we are
trying to move in the right
direction, but as my col-
league said, we have audits,
we have independent audits,”
Avery said. “I think that we
really need to understand the
ramifications of this from a
constitutional and a real per-
spective of people who have

been on the ground.”

After McAuliffe respond-
ed to Avery’s thoughts and
reiterated his earlier points,
Ward 8 Councilor Doug Gi-
rouard said he agreed with
Brooks and thought acting on
this that evening “would be
kind of micromanaging what
the courts decide to do.”

“And I'm not sure if the
city of Chicopee—if it’s in
our jurisdiction—to be mi-
cromanaging the state and
asking them and telling them
how they conduct business.
I’'m not saying that we need
to look into this in the future,
but this evening—tonight—I
don’t think I can support this.
Tomorrow, this is going to the
courts. I'm concerned about
the future funding coming into
the city of Chicopee regarding
this issue and I will be voting
no on this tonight,” Girouard
said.

Councilor-at-Large Jerry
Roy felt DiZoglio “is doing
an outstanding job and I think
everybody here 100% believes
that we should be going along
with the 72% of votes that
happened in the state of Mas-
sachusetts.”

“But, I also believe by
going beyond our parameters
here that we’re going to be
getting out of our lane. I think
the city councilors should stay
in their line. Let the legislators
do their job and see what hap-
pens tomorrow morning,” Roy
said.

Laflamme  emphasized
supporting the communica-
tion of getting an item out on
the agenda for discussion and
agreed on many points. How-
ever, he also agreed on wait-
ing to hear what the courts
decide and see where the state
goes with it, suggesting the
resolution be sent to the Rules
Committee “for a while, hold
it and see what that is and pull
it out of there and do it right.”

“Let’s all understand it. I
still have questions. I did get
calls from state legislators,
I’m sure others did and just
ask if we had any questions.
But, I think she’s doing a great
job, also, as Councilor Roy
said. I’ve met with her sever-
al times and talked to her. I
think she’s doing a fantastic
job, but there’s also the ques-
tions out there and the courts
are the ones going to tell us,”
Laflamme said.

He added that he heard
from residents on this as well.

“It’s not that I don’t want
to get it done, but I think keep-
ing out of politics from both
sides and listening to the courts
is my answer,” Laflamme said.

After a motion to send the
resolution to the Rules Com-
mittee was presented, Ward 3
Councilor Susan Goff suggest-
ed sending it to the Communi-
cations Committee instead.
Attorney Tim Riley agreed
and the motion was amend-
ed and voted on to be sent to
Communications for further
conversations after the trial.
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CongratulateYOUr Graduate
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Perfect Pacers near end of regular season

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Aviah Blankenship makes solid contact.
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CHICOPEE - Last week, Chicopee High
School softball added two more wins to their
perfect regular season. The Pacers defeated SICS
12-0 in five innings. Chicopee scored 10 runs in
the bottom of the first inning to pace the victory.
Lorraine Olbrych and Raelyn Loud had two hits
each. Loud drove in three runs. Loud also pitched
five no-hit innings, walking one and striking out
12. Chicopee is now 17-0 and faced Easthamp-
ton earlier this week. Chicopee is a lock for both
the Western Mass. and State Tournaments. West-
ern Mass. gets underway next week.

Raelyn Loud

winds up
and delivers
to the plate.

Lorralne Olbych reaches out to try and get a force.

Adeline Olbrych hustles for third base. Jordyn Kazeroid fields a grounder to

second.

Teagan Martel-Moylan tries to frame the pitch.

Tanner Martell fires to first base.

Ten-run sixth
leads hurts
Comp in loss

CHICOPEE - Last
Thursday afternoon, it was
all Chicopee Comprehen-
sive for the first four innin-
gs, as they built a 6-1 lead.
But Agawam scored three
in the fifth to close the gap,
and then had a 10-run sixth
inning to turn the game arou-
nd and Agawam would defe-
at Chicopee Comprehensive
15-9. Cameron Vanderhoof
went 3-for-5 with and RBI
and three runs scored. Gavin
Cruz had two hits and two
walks and drove in four runs
for the Brownies.

Agawam improved to
5-10 for the season while
Comp fell to 6-10.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jaylen Gonzalez slides into second base.

L " o -
Julian Laflamme fires home.

wWww.sports. turley com

Pacers fall to Ludlow

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—The pre-
vious two meetings on the
baseball diamond between
Bi-County North League
foes Ludlow and Chicop-
ee High Schools were very
close affairs.

Back in the middle of
April, the Ludlow Lions
squeaked out a one run
home win versus the Pacers.

The second meeting
between the two squads was
very close until the Lions
pulled away in the fourth
and fifth innings leading to
a 16-4 victory at Szot Park,
last Thursday. The game,
which was postponed for
twenty four hours because
of the weather, ended after
five innings due to the ten
run mercy rule.

“We struggled a little
bit offensively early in the
game, but we did a very
good job of making ad-
justments in our final two
at-bats,” said Ludlow head
coach Cam Rivest. “It was
nice to see.”

The Lions, who had an
8-5 overall record following
the road victory, also cel-
ebrated a 9-8 extra inning
win against the Pacers at
Szot Park last May.

Ludlow entered the fi-
nal week of the regular sea-
son needing just one more
win to clinch a berth in the
Division 3 state tournament
for the first time since the
MIAA changed the postsea-
son format in 2021. The Li-
ons, who ranked 62™ in the
latest Division 3 state power
rankings, are also hoping
to sneak into the Western
Mass. Class B tournament,
which begins next week.”

“We just missed qual-
ifying for the state tourna-
ment last year and it was our
main goal coming into this
season,” Rivest said. “We
only need to win one more
game to qualify for states.
We’re hoping to win our
last five games, which will
help our strength of sched-
ule. Playing in the state
tournament for the first time
will be a cool experience for
these guys.”

The three seniors listed
on the Lions varsity base-
ball roster are Mason Mor-
ace, Alex Spurlock, and
Ethan Steigmeyer.

Sophomore lefthander
Ray Sargent was the win-
ning pitcher in last Thurs-
day’s contest. He had trou-
ble finding the strike zone at
times.

“Ray is only a sopho-
more and he’s still devel-
oping as a pitcher,” Rivest
said. “He has the poten-
tial to become a very good
pitcher. He has a bright fu-
ture.”

Sargent allowed four
runs on four hits. He issued
seven walks and recorded
five strikeouts.

“I struggled with my
control a little bit in today’s
game,” said Sargent, who
has won his fourth game
of the regular season. “My
teammates helped me out
both defensively and of-
fensively. This is a very big
win.”

The last time that the
Pacers (5-10) won a game
against Ludlow was in 2024

by the score of 10-5.

“We’ve been playing a
little bit better recently and
this was a good test for us,”
said Chicopee head coach
Dan Asselin. “I’'m disap-
pointed with the result.”

The seniors listed on
the Chicopee roster are Alex
Samboy, Tyler DePinho,
Adrian Ramos, Aidan Na-
deau, and Cayden Shaw.

Sophomore righthander
Abdiel Aponte pitched well
for the home team during
the first three innings.

Ludlow managed to
take a 1-0 lead with one
out in their first at-bats.
Morace, who started at
shortstop, lined a single into
right field before stealing
both second and third.

Steigmeyer, who’s the
Lions starting catcher, fol-
lowed with a single that just
got over the second base-
man’s glove into shallow
right field scoring Morace
with the game’s first run.

Aponte would then
retire the Lions next
nine batters in a row.
“Abdiel has been throwing
the ball well,” Asselin said.
“He struggled in the fourth
inning. He left a couple of
pitches up in the zone and
they hit them hard.”

The Pacers loaded the
bases in the second inning
without the benefit of a base
hit. Sophomore catcher Da-
mian Sroka and Nadeau,
who started in right field,
both drew walks, while
Aponte was hit-by-a-pitch.
Another walk by Samboy,
who started at first base,
brought home the tying run.
The go-ahead run crossed
the plated when sophomore
second base Eaven Torruel-
la hit a sacrifice fly to center.

Just like in the previ-
ous inning, sophomore third
baseman Anthony Bona-
filia walked leading off the
bottom of the third. He ad-
vanced to third when junior
shortstop Josh Tomlinson
blasted a double to center
before scoring on a passed
ball.

The Pacers didn’t hold
onto the 3-1 lead for very
long.

The Lions sent 14 bat-
ters to the plate in the fourth
inning and nine of them
scored.

Freshman DH Rhett
Ribeiro scored the tying
run on a wild pitch. Spur-
lock, who started in center
field, contributed with a
two run double. Steigmeyer
also drove home two runs
with a single. Freshman
right fielder Jake Tatro had
an RBI single. A double
to left by junior left fielder
Jacob Santos scored anoth-
er run. Santos also capped
off the long inning with an
infield hit bringing home a
run, which gave the visiting
team a 10-3 advantage.

The Lions  batted
around again in the follow-
ing inning, and they scored
SIX more runs.

Tomlinson, who dou-
bled to right with one out in
the fifth inning, scored the
Pacers final run on a wild
pitch.

The home team
couldn’t get the deficit un-
der ten runs, and the ball-
game ended two innings
early.

. Digital Photos
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photo-request
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD14P0313PM
In the matter of:
Mary C Houle
of Chicopee, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
you are hereby notified pursuant
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental
Rules of the Probate & Family
Court, that the Third and Final
account(s) of

Rosemary Murphy of
Longmeadow, MA

Patrick J Houle of Fram-
ingham, MA as Conservator of
the property of said Respondent
has or have been presented to
the Court for allowance.

You have the right to object
to the account(s). If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 06/02/2026. This day is
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to
object to the account(s). If you
fail to file the written appearance
and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you,
including the allowance of the
account(s).

Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3
of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to
the Conservator, by registered or
certified mail, a written request
to receive a copy of the Petition
and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.

The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 28, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
05/15/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by Inter-
state Towing, Inc. pursuant to
the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on May 15TH,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2000 Honda Accord

VIN: IHGCG6578YA073495
Ozzie Rodriguez Rosario

90 Mckinstry Ave., Apt. 118
Chicopee, MA 01013

2009 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4AL21E69N465759
Robert Michael Curran

220 Pulaski St.

West Warwick, RI 02893

2009 Audi Q5

VIN: WATKK78RX9A016528
Eric Ferjuste

82 Fairview Ave., Apt. 2

West Springfield, MA 01089

2010 Honda Insight EX

VIN: JHMZE2H79AS020306
Jean Wilky Senecharles

80 Parker St., Apt. M

Acton, MA 01720

2006 Lexus RX 400

VIN: JTTHW31U560017130
Guzal Usmanova

5 Hummell Ln.

Southwick, MA 01077

2005 Chevrolet Classic

VIN: 1GIND52F85M 197534
Rolando Colon

158 Narragansett Blvd., Apt. 3
Chicopee, MA 01013

2004 Toyota Camry

VIN: JTDBE32K940281327
Jeannette Echevarria-Dejesus
6 Dale Ct., Apt. 2R
Chicopee, MA 01013

2013 Kia Sorento
VIN: 5XYKTDA24DG323555
Karen Scrhggs

18 Andrews Dr.
Jaffrey, NH 03452

2011 Mercedes Benz GLK 350
VIN: WDCGG8HBXBF553828
David Schena And Carol Loe-
schorn

8 Breezy Point Rd.

Acton, MA 01720

2009 Nissan Altima

VIN: IN4AL21E69N465759
Robert Michael Curran

220 Pulaski St.

West Warwick, RI 02893
05/01, 05/08, 05/15/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on May 22nd,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2014 Jeep Cherokee

VIN: 1C4PJIMBSOEW 156531
Douglas Berton Brown

51 Meadow Brook Rd., Apt. 119
Ellington, CT 06029

2020 Utility Trailer

VIN: 1UYVS2538L.2606834
Dkp Transport Inc.

136 Diplomat Court Apt. 1
Beech Grove, IN 46107

2019 Volvo VN VNL

VIN: 4V4ANC9EH7KN208273
Preference Connect Llc

22 Elmwood Drive Fl. 2
Elmwood Park, NJ 07407

2008 Jeep Liberty

VIN: 1J8GN28K78W 144020
Andel Services LLC

23 S Whitney St., FL. 2
Hartford, Ct 06106

2008 BMW X5

VIN: 5UXFE43558L.008503
Shakira Valentin

24 Hampden St.

Westfield, MA 01085

2014 Ford Focus

VIN: 1FADP3F27EL257207
Sheryl Rios Cruz

167 Fort Pleasant Ave.
Springfield, MA 01108

2006 Kia Sorento

VIN: KNDJD733965576088
Diana Guevara

1387 Bay St.

Springfield, MA 01109

2004 Honda Accord
VIN: THGCM56304A022209
Lyzander Rodriguez

Haluchs

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorlals.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St

Ludlow, MA

583-6508

63 Standish St., FI. 1
Hartford, CT 016114

2016 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1AB7AP4GL677927
Mark Buchanan

60 Charlton St. #403
Southbridge, MA 01550

2001 Mercury Grand Marquis
VIN: 2MEFM75W91X658907
Taha Huggins

111 Edmund St.

Chicopee, MA 01020

2009 Subaru Legacy

VIN: 4S3BL626297216425
Luis Gonzalez Figueroa
350 West St., Lot 8
Ludlow, MA 01056

05/08, 05/15, 05/22/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on May 29th,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2014 Kia Sorento

VIN: 5XYKWDA7XEG537261
Ana Carmo

42 Stadden St. 2

Providence, RI, 02907

2016 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1AB7AP8GY270793
Ihor Burlaka

49 Katherine St., Apt. L
Westfield, MA 01085

2013 Ram 2500

VIN: 3C6UR5SHLODG546194
Robert Porazzo

50 Atwood Ave.

Middleboro, MA 02346

2008 Honda Accord

VIN: THGCP26818A088856
Richard Boss

255 Pearl St.

Attleboro, MA 02703

2010 Subaru Legacy

VIN: 4S3BMBC65A3234174
Edwin Aganyoh

394 Chicopee St.

Chicopee, MA 01013

2017 Subaru Legacy

vin: 4s3bnac66h3020795
Marcus Shelton

23 Cleveland St.

Feeding Hills, MA 01030

2015 Land Rover Range Rover
VIN: SALWR2VF6FA605211
Alvin Carmona

40 Childs St., Apt. 1

Lynn, Ma 01905

1994 International 4000

VIN: IHTSDPPN7RH564754
Agape Trucking

46 Berrios Hill Rd.

Windsor, CT 06095

2001 Gmc Sierra 2500

VIN: 1IGTHK29U61E294894
Pionner Valley Handyman And
Fence Inc.

17 Stearns Ter.

Chicopee, MA 01013

2008 Dodge Caliber
vin: 1b3hb28b68d646597
Unknown Owner.

2011 Honda Odyssey

VIN: SFNRLSH67BB077358
Edgar Medina-Rodriguez

47 North Canal St.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2000 Gmc Sierra 1500

VIN: 1GTEK14T7YZ107810
Robert Ruiz

245 Fairview Ave.

Chicopee, MA 01013

2007 Chrysler Pacifica

VIN: 2A8GF68X47R286123
Aluishka Flores Arroyo

1528 Morgan Rd.

West Springfied, MA 01089
05/15, 05/22, 05/29/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1038EA
Estate of:

Kyle Robert Quatacker
Date of Death: 06/20/2025
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Garrett Quatacker of Chicop-
ee, MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Garrett Quatacker of Chicop-
ee, MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/10/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without

further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 13, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
05/15/2026

CHICOPEE CITY COUNCIL
ZONING COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee of the
Chicopee City Council will hold
a public hearing on Wednesday,
May 27, 2026 at 6:30 PM* in
the Auditorium, 3rd floor, City
Hall, 274 Front Street., Chicop-
ee, MA 01013 to discuss the
following:

Special Permit application
under section 275-54(C) for the
purpose of waiving certain di-
mensional requirements of sec-
tion 275-54(D) for a proposed
residential development consist-
ing of 34 lots and 5 outer lots
each with specific dimensional
waivers for property located at
326 Chicopee St., as on file in the
Chicopee City Council Office.
Applicant — Jones Ferry Devel-
opment, LLC, Erik Szyluk, P O
Box 370273, West Hartford, CT
06137.

The plans/application can be
viewed on the City Council web-
site https://www.chicopeema.
gov/880/Pending-Applications

The May 27, 2026 Zoning
Committee hearing shall be
available to the public via zoom
and in person. Zoom creden-
tials are available upon request
by calling (413) 594-1435 M-F
8:30 AM — 5 PM or by email at
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.

The petition and materials re-
lated to this proposal are on file
in the Office of the City Council,
Chicopee City Hall, 274 Front
Street, (plans and applications
are also available on the City
Council website https://www.
chicopeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.) You may also
call (413) 594-1435 or email
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.
05/08, 05/15/2026

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

g

%’ EARLY
’DEADLINES

Chicopee Register

OBITUARY POLICY

obits@turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!I

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

N

In observance of Memorial Day,

there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE

To advertise,

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21

— Thank you!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com
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EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day,

PUBLIC NOTICES
EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice

no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21

— Thank you!
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

HARMON PELLET STOVE MODEL
XXV. Like new condition, dark maroon
enamel. $2750. 413-848-2298.

TAG SALE

“PELICAN CASE AND
LIGHT SIDEWALK SALE”
Pioneer Plaza Palmer
Friday, May 15 and
Saturday, May 16, 9am-1pm
1240 Park Street - in the same plaza
as Acropolis Pizza and China House.
Pelican and other plastic storage case and
flashlight Dealer. Varying sizes of cases
and lights overstocked and must go. Prices
50+ percent off across the board for over-

stock items!!!!

PRE-ESTATE SALE.
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 9AM-4PM.
16 Pleasant St., West Brookfield.
Collectibles, old books, vinyl, glass,
furniture, etc. No Early Birds.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x*x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming,
pruning, design, deliveries,
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to il
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow
your own. Call for appointment, fair and
reasonable rates. Suburban residential
only. 413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Walker

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

Call us at 413.283.8393

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
LENGTH 33; 2 SLIDE-OUTS,
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD - (413)374-1880

HOUSE CLEANER
POSITION AVAILABLE!
Established company, flexible schedule,
competitive wages, supportive team, re-
spectful clients! Work around college class-
es or meeting the bus! Call today to see if
we are the right fit for you! We are eager to

have you join our Team!
413-267-4297 or 413-695-8087.

LABORERS AND HEAVY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Positions available with local work. Proper
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate

with experience. Transportation required.
Email:

bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com

with your resume and for more information.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

Buying? Selling?
ﬁ@

Our
Classifieds
Get Results!

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

%
A
HE
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

o InS%
ALL ANTIQUES AND LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
OLD STUFF WANTED. | offer good quality electrical work, no
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, Master Elec. #20773A.
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi- Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, CI_ASSI FI ED
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting, fishing, D EADI_I N ES \
signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396 FRIDAY AT NOON
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ )
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Basy Priee
2 | 2 | 28 e 2 e
2 sespics| 26 megprice| 27 Basgfrics| 28 Baseprics
29 B0 | 30 S| 31 S| 32 ]
33 By | 34 Bosaan | 39 Beiasen| 36 ]
37 Bgaass | 38 B aane| 39 Be%ansn| 40 B h
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!
L]

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

15 MAPLE ST., BROOKFIELD. Avail-
able June 1. Unit 2, 2 bedroom, 1 bath,
fenced yard, washer/dryer/dishwasher.
Country style kitchen cabinets, quiet lo-
cation. $1500/mo. First/last/security. Good
credit 700+.

Stone Group Realty 774-262-6667.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

e

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393
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= Tree Removal
= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by ,ﬂ
a ISA certified arborist .
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dlandgtree.com
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED




