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The Arbors
hosts author talk

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The Ar-
bors Assisted Living and
Memory Care Facility host-
ed the ‘AlzFiredUp! Living
well with Alzheimer’s semi-
nar’ on April 28, which was
a free event and Q&A that
featured Sean Terwilliger,
a former technology leader
and teacher.

Terwilliger shared his
own inspiring story of how,
despite  being  diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s, he has led
a breakthrough in terms of
writing, advocacy and devel-
oping a sense of purpose.

In 2018, Terwilliger suf-
fered a mini-stroke, which
led to brain fog issues, and
was later diagnosed with
younger-onset  Alzheimer’s

disease back in July 2024,
and following his diagnosis,
he began participating in sev-
eral clinical trials and writing
about his experience through
blogs and an upcoming book.

After the presentation,
Terwilliger received a unani-
mous round of applause and
took a moment to discuss the
importance of the seminar.

“I think it went really
well, and I feel we had a cap-
tive audience, and the ques-
tions were great, and I’'m just
really happy to have this op-
portunity to do this,” Terwil-
liger said.

He also shared that he
has been traveling the coun-
try and speaking at various
events for the Alzheimer’s

See AUTHOR TALK
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CPS hosts Spring Spectacular

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

Sean Terwilliger, host, talking and answering questions with a
viewer after the seminar.

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Public Schools hosted
the first ever “Spring Spec-
tacular” on the grounds of
Szot Park, and it was deemed
a critical success on May 16.

Those in attendance
were treated to a variety of
activities, such as live music,
an Ammaya African Drum-

ming Circle, Salsa Lessons
& Dancing, along with a K9
Demonstration, run by the
Hampden County Sheriff’s
Office(HCSO), along with
free walking tacos and ice
cream, which culminated in
an afternoon like no other.
The event was greenlit
via grant funding courtesy of
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council and was built upon
the value of highlighting the

rich diversity within Chicop-
ee Public Schools, according
to comments from Kristen
Coelho, Family and Commu-
nity Engagement Facilitator
for Chicopee Public Schools.

“The vision for the Chi-
copee Spring Spectacular
came from a listening tour
with families over the past
year,” Coelho said. “Fami-
lies enjoyed wonderful live
entertainment  representing

different cultures, as well
as a wall filled with student
artwork from across Chicop-
ee Public Schools that cele-
brated the many cultures and
backgrounds represented in
our district.”

Bestowing ample praise
to the School Department
and Coelho was Mayor John

See SPRING FLING
page 5

Meet Economic Development
Director Michael Daniels

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The city
of Chicopee has recently
hired a new economic devel-
opment director.

Michael Daniels began
his role on April 13 and is
currently getting acquainted
with everyone in City Hall
and the community, enjoy-
ing the experience so far.
He has a master’s degree in
Public Administration from
the University of Connecti-
cut and was always inter-
ested in working with gov-
ernment, serving the public
and how planning makes

the decisions they
do whether it’d be
roads, public trans-
portation and more.

Daniels was
previously in East
Hartford, Connecti-
cut, as an economic
development coor-
dinator for 10 and a

ing, be involved
with some of the
transportation
planning, plan-
ning of commu-
nity development
projects, working
with Kathleen,”
Daniels said. “So,
it really pulls to-

half years, serving
under that city’s
mayor and director at the
time. After finding the po-
sition online, he decided to
apply.

“So, it’s a role to coor-
dinate, to incentivize busi-
ness growth of the things
that the people of Chicopee
need and deserve like hous-

Michael Daniels

different city departments.
So based as part of the may-
or’s staff, but my physical
location is up in the Plan-
ning Department coordinat-
ing among the mayor’s of-

gether all sorts
of parties, so the

See DANIELS
page 6

Schools implementing
strategic plan improvements

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee school district has
made significant progress
this academic year with im-
plementing its strategic plan
improvement priorities at nu-
merous schools.

During the May 6 meet-
ing of the School Committee,
Dr. Rebecca Mazur — of the
Collaborative for Educational
Services in Northampton —
led an in-depth presentation
examining the work that has
been accomplished and what
still must be done.

Mazur, director of the
Collaborative’s Center of

Emerging Educational Prac-
tices, has been working with
the district for several years.

“Two years ago, Chi-
copee Public Schools did not
have a strategic plan,” Mazur
said. “A year ago, I stood in
front of this committee to
help present the strategic plan
that is now in existence and
that our students are aligning
their work to. It’s amazing.”

Mazur explained that the
community identified several
high-level priorities that the
strategic plan has been de-
signed around. This past year
has been largely spent trans-
lating those priorities into
practices.

“As you can see, we have

five priorities,” Mazur said.
“Our students articulated
them very, very well, and this
year, the work has been to try
to move from the page into
coordinated actions across the
district.”

Those priorities include
establishing caring and re-
spectful places to learn; em-
powering and valuing stu-
dents, educators and staff;
teaching academics that
inspire; making family and
community connections; and
conducting effective and eq-
uitable operations.

Last June, the district

See CHICOPEE
SCHOOLS page 9

Community meeting reveals latest on Barry School project

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The Anna
Barry School Building Com-
mission met at the Szetela
Early Childhood School on
May 18 to provide a variety
of updates on the ‘legacy
project, drawing a massive
crowd, resulting in the space
being standing room only.

As close to 75 Chicopee
residents voiced their frus-
trations and opposition to
the project, with many citing
concerns that the project and
location aren’t a ‘proper fit’
due to the outlier of existing
conditions, such as the ma-
turity and age demographic
of the neighborhood which
has faced an influx of unwar-
ranted traffic as of late, while
being stricken with challeng-
es stemming from the lack of

sidewalk installation, lead-
ing to many now fearing the
proposal to construct a new
roundabout to assist with roll-
ing drop off during hours of
operation at the new school,
could lead to traffic jams,

While officials said it
could also help alleviate
traffic on a 24/7 basis, to the
point that many felt it could
diminish the neighborhood’s
quality of life, not only in the
long run, but in the short term
as well, due to significant
safety concerns that could
manifest.

Residents offer Concerns

One of those who spoke
out on behalf of the Gran-
by Road neighborhood was
Ward 2 City Councilor Shane
Brooks, who said he was be-
ing vocally adamant about
the proposed installation of
the new Barry School.

“I got some real concerns
about pedestrian safety on
Granby Road, and I've heard
this project being referred
to as a legacy project. Well,
operationally, we can define
legacy as something that’s
amazing, and this is where we
ask ourselves, ‘Do we want
the legacy of this project to
be solidified as a pedestrian
or a student that is struck and
killed by a car that’s not pay-
ing attention?”” Brooks said.
“Because, regardless of the
amount of speed calming ef-
forts we put on Granby Road,
we have to understand it’s not
a road. It’s a race-way, due
to factors such as distracted
driving being at an all-time
high, people have their smart-
phones. People are picking
up their speed; there are not
enough sidewalks, there are
not enough crosswalks, and

there is only one crosswalk,
one very small crosswalk
that starts at the convenience
store, and connects to the oth-
er side of Champagne Drive.”

Brooks added that many
among his ward are con-
cerned about the possibility
of having to raise taxes to
help pay for the new school
bond.

“This is another concern
that many feel: ‘Are we going
to displace seniors who are on
fixed incomes?’ These are all
questions that [ haven’t heard
addressed yet, and these are
some things that cause me
to pause even thinking about
supporting  this  project,”
Brooks said.

Public Safety Above All

Responding to the con-

See BARRY SCHOOL
page 9
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Project Architect Bert Gardner, Caolo & Bieniek Architects,

speaks to the audience.



Page 2

Chicopee Register

May 22, 2026

IN THE CITY

Agilent Technologies
opens in Chicopee

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
Krivers@iurley.com

CHICOPEE -  Agi-
lent Technologies officially
opened its new manufactur-
ing facility at 711 East Main
Street on May 14.

The facility was origi-
nally located at 300 Griffith
Road.

Agilent Technologies
specializes in providing lab-
oratory  technologies and
services to scientists, cover-
ing over 285,000 jobs in 110
countries around the world
and they also work on keep-
ing the public safe with in-
struments to test drinking wa-
ter, food, biopharmaceutical
drugs and more.

After the grand opening
and ribbon-cutting ceremony
took place, attendees had the
opportunity to take a guided
tour of the facility.

After Agilent Technolo-
gies Site Director Seema Bha-
ti shared the team had been
“waiting for this moment for
months,” crediting the execu-
tive team for bringing the new
location to reality, Chief Op-
erations and Quality Officer
Joydeep Ganguly offered his
reflections.

“I want to start off by just

congratulating everyone that
was behind this project and
congratulations for the site
right now. It’s very easy for
me to come and spend some
time with the facility and the
city officials right now talking
about the importance of the
groundbreaking,”  Ganguly
said. “There’s a resurgence in
the importance of manufactur-
ing and the overall calculus of
supply chain resurgence. It’s
definitely more important. It
proved itself in the pandemic
that people have to get access
to very critical products...”

He added it’s critical now
due to “the unprecedented
amount of supply chain com-
plexity.”

“The ability for us to have
a site like Chicopee that is
able to deliver so consistently,
that is able to have multiplat-
inum consistency and it’s a
place where our investments
are not just in technology, but
also in people can pay for it-
self is a blessing right now,”
Ganguly said.

For him and Global Man-
ufacturing Vice President
Chow Woai Sheng, the most
critical thing for the new site
was the people and culture it
would bring.

“I would view this day
as a celebration of the peo-
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Agilent Technologies also received a citation from the Massachusetts State Senate on May 14 to celebrate their grand opening at

their new location.

ple and the culture and the
local community, actually,”
Ganguly said. “Agilent prides
itself not just being a compa-
ny that creates phenomenal
engineering and phenomenal
science, but is one as being a
very, very good local citizen
of the community and the fact
that we can encounter an eco-
system like the one we have in
Chicopee is an honor for us.”

He also emphasized an
investment in the future as
opposed to the here and now,
calling Chicopee’s record
“exceptional.”

“While I'm thrilled to be
here for the ribbon cutting and

The blue ribbon is cut for the grand opening of Agilent Technologies.

the grand opening, I hope to
be here many more times to
see the different evolutions of
the chapter of the site,” Gan-
guly said.

Sheng praised the team
and noted his belief in them,
with automation improve-
ments having enhanced pro-
ductivity and the team’s live-
lihoods.

“We have a site, a site
that has state-of-the-art tech-
nology,” Sheng said. “We put
all these things together not
because that we can buy too
many, but because you guys
made it happen. It’s the en-
gineering work, it’s the inge-
nuity, it’s the hard labor that
actually made this happen.”

After acknowledging the
team members who worked
together during the two-year
transition, Sheng said the fa-
cility measures 80,000 square
feet, almost three times what
the prior facility was.

Assistant Vice President
of Manufacturing Brian Hom
said he was honored to be part
of the team, being new to his
role.

“It is just an amazing op-
portunity to be a part of this
and moving forward, and
Chow mentioned our inten-
tion is to make this a light-
house factory and a beacon
to American manufacturing
and that is our goal moving
forward. Continuing to in-
vest in the facility, but more

importantly, in our people, in
the culture. I look forward to
the many years of continued
success here at the Chicopee
site,” Hom said.

City Council President/
Councilor-at-Large Frank La-
flamme, who spoke on behalf
of Mayor John Vieau, said
“today is a proud moment for
our city.”

Also, “thank you for in-
vesting here and we’re willing
to work with you.”

“Agilent’s decision to in-
vest here in Chicopee reflects
the strength of our communi-
ty, our work and our future.
We are honored to welcome
a global leader in science
and technology to our city.
This facility represents more
than advanced manufactur-
ing and innovation. It rep-
resents opportunity, growth
and partnership,” Laflamme
said. “The work being done
here will have an impact far
beyond these walls helping
support scientific discovery
and improving lives around
the world. We are grateful to
the Agilent team for choosing
Chicopee and for your com-
mitment to being part of our
community. We look forward
to building a strong relation-
ship together for many years
to come. Congratulations to
everyone who helped make
today possible and thanks to
all for being here to celebrate
this important milestone.”

SWGFS

Global Manufacturing Vice
President Chow Woai Sheng
talked about investment and
the people and culture at
Aligent Technologies
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Assistant Vice President of
Manufacturing Brian Hom
provides remarks.

City Council tackles Abbey Brook and sludge disposal items

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The sec-
ond phase of the Abbey
Brook Revitalization Project
has received another signifi-
cant boost.

On Tuesday, City Coun-
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cil unanimously accepted a
$20,000 grant from the Mas-
sachusetts Division of Eco-
logical Restoration’s Depart-
ment of Fish and Game.

The money will be spent
on design and engineering
scope work.

Abbey Brook is a small
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stream that flows through
Szot Park before emptying
into the Chicopee River. Work
has been ongoing for several
years to eliminate several ob-
stacles that hindered the flow
of the water.

Phase I involved the re-
moval of the Lower Bemis
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Pond Dam and the restoration
of lower Abbey Brook. Now,
attention is turning to the sec-
ond phase.

Phase II will entail the
replacement of the Front
Street culvert and “daylight-
ing” the underground section
of the brook.
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The money the city has
received from the Department
of Fish and Game will be piv-
otal in the process of complet-
ing this key phase.

Ultimately, the third
phase of the project will in-
volve the removal of the Up-
per Bemis Pond Dam and the
further restoration of Abbey
Brook.

Also on Tuesday, City
Council voted unanimously
to approve a mayor’s appro-
priation of $275,000 to the
Wastewater Special Account
for Sludge Disposal.

The funds will be taken
from multiple sewer accounts,
including $60,000 from the
Chief  Operator  account,
$35,000 from the Asst. Chief
Operator account, $30,000
from the Head Mechanic ac-
count and $150,000 from the
Sewer Surplus account.

“The price of sludge
disposal has increased. Also,
there are some operation-
al reasons [for this order],”
Mayor John Vieau said.

Department of Public
Works Superintendent Eliza-
bette Batista also offered in-

sight on why it was necessary
to make the appropriation.

“Increased sludge costs
and processing challenges
during our pump replacement
project caused this increase
due to dewatering issues,’
Batista said.

Across the  country,
sludge disposal costs are
spiking because of stringent
regulations that have been
placed on PFAS, also known
as “forever chemicals.”

This has shrunken the ca-
pacity of landfills, increased
the costs of transportation and
led to more advanced waste-
water treatment requirements.

Chicopee is one of many
municipalities in the United
States that are feeling the ef-
fects of these changes.

While it may be costly,
preserving health and safety
is the main goal.

The process of making
the regulations more strict re-
sults in the removal of more
pollutants like phosphorus or
nitrogen.

This leads to a larger
amount of chemical sludge,
which needs more specific
and expensive handling.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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City Council tables contract extension with trash hauler

The deal with USA
Hauling & Recycling
must wait until next
month

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

CHICOPEE — A prom-
ising deal between the city
of Chicopee and a prominent
local trash and recycling dis-
posal business must wait until
at least next month after being
tabled by the City Council on
May 19.

Mayor John Vieau pro-
posed that the council autho-
rize a five-year contract with
F&G Recycling/USA Haul-
ing & Recycling beginning on
July 1. The agreement would
represent a two-year exten-

sion and provide cost savings
to the city.

“The contract that we
have currently is expiring,”
Vieau said. “USA has provid-
ed us the best bundle package
for tonnage, and it goes by
tonnage removal. And, also,
using the recycling program
that they have now allows for
black plastics to be removed
and also dirty pizza boxes.”

Vieau emphasized that
the deal will allow the city to
bundle its transfer station fees
for both trash and recycling.
He felt that approving the
item was a no-brainer.

“Four entities put in their
bid, and this one is by far the
best cost savings of those four.
I just want to be very clear
about that,” Vieau said. “We
have already negotiated to the
point where we have gotten

our best deal, and we’re very
happy with it. I want to share
those terms with you so can
be as excited about it as I am.”

Unfortunately, those
terms were not readily avail-
able during Tuesday’s meet-

ing, which hindered the
process of getting the order
passed.

Several councilors

voiced concerns that they
were not presented with exact
monetary figures outlining
the financial nature of the deal
before being asked to vote on
it.

“If we’re going to ap-
prove something, I want to
know what we’re spending
money wise. I mean, I don’t
know what it is. I don’t hap-
pen to know what the cur-
rent expenditure this year...
I can’t vote on something if I

don’t know what the price tag
is,” Ward 2 Councilor Shane
Brooks said.

Vieau responded that
the council was simply being
asked to vote on the extension
and that the city could agree
to a three-year deal without
the board’s approval.

Ward 7 Councilor Bill
Courchesne said that the
group understood it’s an ex-
tension but added that he and
his colleagues were hesitant
to “approve something sight
unseen.”

It was a sentiment felt by
most of the council.

“If we had the contract
in the backup material, we
would have been prepared to
answer that with knowledge
and not just on faith. I don’t
doubt that we got a better rate,
but we have to do our dili-

gence,” Courchesne said.

As it became clear that
the board would table the
item, Vieau acknowledged
that the language of the order
could be improved upon. He
promised to have the exact
figures available for the board
at its next meeting in several
weeks.

“It probably could have
been written better as an or-
der, and I apologize for that,
but we will get you the actual
terms if you’d like to see. You
can see in all transparency
exactly what each entity was
offering the city of Chicop-
ee and why we chose USA,”
Vieau said.

Ultimately, Council-
or-at-Large Joel McAuliffe
motioned for the order to be
tabled.

The board approved the

motion 11-2; the two coun-
cilors who voted against it
wanted to see the discussion
sent before the Finance Com-
mittee.

McAuliffe expressed
confidence that the item will
pass when the board meets
on June 2. He will be happy
to see the extension come to
fruition.

“I have worked with
USA Recycling. They’re an
excellent entity. Everything
they do is top notch. It’s great
to see it’s going to be a bene-
fit to the taxpayer, and kudos
to you guys for being creative
and going beyond the tradi-
tional pathway of three years
and finding a way to find sav-
ings, which is hard to do right
now, especially when you’re
moving anything by vehicle,”
McAuliffe said.

AUTHOR
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Association for more than
a year now, but felt a shift
starting to manifest, leading
to him breaking free and em-
barking on his own.

“I feel recently I have
been starting to branch out
and put my own spin on
things, and I do want to note
that I do love them, but I feel
that their sense of delivery
and standards are a bit tra-
ditional, and I feel my ap-
proach is quite loose, attrac-
tive and the reception among
many is that it continues to
thrive and flourish,” Terwil-
liger said. “I do this because
I want to help people, but
it also really helps me, and
I feel that I have decided a
couple of months into my
diagnosis that I was not go-
ing to take this lying down,
and I was going to try to drag
as many people as I could as
possible.”

Terwilliger then shifted
focus to his upcoming book,
“ALZ FIRED UP! ON THE
UNSTOPPABLE NATURE
OF EARLY-ONSET ALZ-
HEIMER’S DISEASE AND
ONE MAN’S QUEST TO
OUTPACE IT”

“The goal of my book
is for people to be handed it,
and these talks are meant to
educate and help offer new

ways of providing clarifi-
cation, and a proper human
approach, that isn’t steeped
in sadness, and to understand
that this diagnosis can be
managed, because I feel there
is still a life to be lived, their
is joy to be have, love to be
dealt with, and a plethora of
experiences that are available
at our disposal, and we have
to keep fighting, and push
forward,” Terwilliger said.

Terwilliger also touched
upon how he received the
invite from Allyson Gram-
mo, Director of Sales and
Marketing at the Arbors of
Chicopee Assisted Living,
when he took a trip to inquire
about possible residency for
his aunt.

“I remember talking to
Allyson, and I passed along,
‘Hey, do you ever want a
speaker, feel free to call me
back, and that’s how this par-
ticular one came together,
and I’'m still looking for my
next opportunity,” Terwillig-
er said.

Grammo offered insight
into the overall reaction she
gathered from the consensus
around the room.

“I felt tonight was amaz-
ing,” Grammo said. “I think
Sean(Terwilliger) is such an
inspiring speaker and author,
and I feel his outlook on life
is just quite inspirational,
and infectious, and I felt a lot

|

April 28" &
6:00p
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~ ALZFiredUp! |

LIVING WELL WITH ALZHEIMERS |

The unstoppable nature of Early-Onset Alzhe
Disease and one man’s quest fo outpace

we Arbors

At Chicopee

Sean Terwilliger, a former technology
leader and teacher will share his own
inspiring story about how being
diagnosed with Alzheimer's led to
writing, advocacy and a sense of
purpose.

Leamn about how experiences with
clinical trials, newly approved
medications and lifestyle change led
to his belief that he could cutpace the
progression of the disease!

FREE Event &

Sign of the seminar from the event ‘AlzFiredUp! Living well with
Alzheimer’s seminar’

i
Allyson Gr

ammo, Director of Sales and Marketing at the Arbors

of Chicopee Assisted Living, standing with the raffle winner

from the event.

of our residents and family
members walked away with
a newfound understanding
and connection to dementia,
and how Alzheimer’s truly
touches us all.”

Grammo also shared
that next up for the Arbors in
terms of programming is that
they are hosting a new sem-
inar titled “How to Pay for
Senior Living: Options and

Insights,” which will cover
different senior living op-
tions, common ways to pay
for care, and helpful guid-
ance for planning ahead,
and will feature a presen-
tation and Q&A moderat-
ed by Financial Specialist
Sondra Jones. This took
place on May 20 with two
sessions from either 2 p.m.
or 6 p.m.

Interest from the room was
solely placed on Sean Terwil-
liger as all eyes were directed
towards him, and he kept
passing through his slides.

STEM offers Dream Designers

CHICOPEE - Join us
for exciting and interactive
STEM activities designed
to ignite curiosity, creativity
and critical thinking in chil-
dren 2.9 to five years old
and their families.

Explore,  experiment
and discover the wonders of
Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math through
hands-on experiences.

Location: Szetela
School, 66 Macek Drive,
Chicopee

Time: 4 to 5 p.m.

Dates: Wednesdays,
April 29 through June 3

Children must attend
with an adult.

The programs are of-
fered by the Holyoke Chi-
copee Family and Commu-
nity Program.

Funded by the Coordi-
nated Family & Community
Engagement Grant from the
Massachusetts Department
of Early Education and
Care.

To register, contact
Shane at 413-310-1632.

St. Joan of Arc
Open House

CHICOPEE - The
Pre-K, Three and Four and
Kindergarten St. Joan of Arc
School Open House will take
place on Wednesday, June 10,
by appointment only.

The times are 9 to 11
am.and I to 5 p.m.

St. Joan of Arc School is
located at 587 Grattan Street,
Chicopee, MA.

To learn more, call 413-
533-1475 or visit sjachicop-
ee.org.

Library hosts programs
for kids and families

CHICOPEE - Each month
the Chicopee Public Library
hosts a variety of free pro-
grams for children, teens, and
families. The Youth Services
Department provides oppor-
tunities for entertainment and
enrichment that promote litera-
cy and explore creativity. Here
is the slate of events for May
2026.

Saturday Playgroup will
be held on Saturdays at 1
p.m. in May. We>ll put out
some extra toys in the plays-
pace. It>s a great time for fam-
ilies with kids of all ages to
meet up and play, no registra-
tion required.

Storytime will be held
on Thursdays, May 28 at 10:30
am. Storytime is for chil-
dren ages 3-5. This program
features about 30 minutes of
structured circle time, followed
by 15-30 minutes of a craft or
activity. Circle time will in-
clude 2-3 read aloud books,
rhymes, songs, and felt boards.
Children will be encouraged to
ask and answer simple ques-
tions and recognize things
like shapes, colors, letters, and
numbers. No registration re-
quired.

Terrific Twos will be
held on Tuesdays, May 26 at
10:30 a.m. Terrific Twos is for
two- year-olds and their care-
givers. This program features
about 25 minutes of structured
circle time, followed by about
half an hour of semi-structured
playtime. During circle time,
we will sing songs, do thymes,
do some big movements, and
read 1 book. The book choice
rotates between either a read
aloud picture book or a group

read of a board book. Playtime
involves a choice of craft, ac-
tivity, or play. No registration
required.

The library Homeschool
Meetup will be on Friday, May
29 at 11 a.m. This group meets
once a month September - June
for homeschooling families
with kids of all ages to hang
out, do activities and learn
together. This month wesre
learning about comics and se-
quential art.

Teens

Girls Who Code Work-
shop Series every other Satur-
day.

May 9 and 23, June 6 and
20, 1 to 3 p.m. in the Computer
Lab.

Girls Who Code is ded-
icated to increasing gender
equality in the tech field. In this
workshop series taught by lo-
cal cybersecurity analyst Alex-
andria Rosado, girls in grades
9-12 will learn about Al, Cod-
ing and Cybersecurity in a fun
environment with peers.

Sign up by going to clubs-
hq.girlswhocode.com/login or
sign up for an account on the
Girls Who Code website and
then join our club with this
code: MA67606

** Save the date: The Li-
brary’s annual Summer Read-
ing Program will be starting
June 24! We are asking “Chi-
copee, did you read today?”
Read every day, earn raffle
chances, and have fun!

Visit the library web-
site for more info about
all of the library’s events!
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.

org
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JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

GO Is At An All-Time High!

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In

Your GOLD
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b\-\ Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY -

25% Extra

When You Use Your GOLD
Towards A New Purchase
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OPINION

Why do we wait until Memorial Day to plant?

For as long as I can re-
member, the “safe date” for
planting tender crops was al-
ways Memorial Day.

This year in particular the
holiday is on the early side,
the 25th of May, as opposed
to the 30th or 31st. Here in
New England, five or six days
can make all the difference in
the world.

Sure, as I write, the mer-
cury is set to rise well into the
high eighties for three or four
days, then become more sea-
sonable again. It’s a wonder
the plants know what to do.

Anyhow, read on to learn
about some tender plants and
how they respond better when
soil or air temperatures have
warmed.

Although cool loving
peas and warmth loving beans
are both legumes, bean seeds
in particular crave seventy to
eighty degree soil in which to
germinate. This is particular-
ly evident with white seeded
bean varieties, since the white

seeds reflect the heat instead
of holding on to it like dark
seeds do.

Oftentimes, white seeds
will rot before they sprout
if planted too soon. If you
are in the mood

on heat along with a sowing
of winter squash and melons
and all are popping up nicely.
I usually pick the best of

the two in the cell of the pack
and pinch away the

" slower one so

to  gamble 1% there is no
and desire * compe-
an early tition,
sowing of w giv-
beans, use a ing
dark seeded by n t h e
variety. “Raboetta TNeluaid stronger

Untreat- seedling all

ed corn seeds will not
germinate in soil below 60
degrees. We are advised to
be patient and trust that seed
planted in warm soil will
make up for lost time, and
they typically will, in no time
flat.

Those of us who plant
only a small plot have luck
starting corn seeds indoors
then transplanting the seed-
lings outside. I sowed my
corn two seeds per six pack
a few days back and have it

of the room to
grow nicely. Never pull out
when thinning; roots may be
disturbed.

Speaking of seedlings,
it’s also important not to
shock our home grown pep-
per or tomato seedlings by
transplanting them into cold
soil or cold air. Night tem-
peratures should be a consis-
tent 50 degrees before plant-
ing out peppers.

I typically preheat the
soil my peppers are to be

planted in with black plastic,
laying it right down in the
garden bed for a week prior to
planting. I cut holes into it at
transplanting time, amending
each hole as I go.

For added warmth, some
gardeners looking to get a
head start often use a row
cover to add a few degrees
of warmth and protect plants
from the wind.

Tomatoes are planted
outside after all danger of
frost has passed. Typically
on Memorial Day! In fact, I
think the whole “safe date”
theory came to be because
of tomatoes! When I was just
getting started in horticulture
I remember all sorts of con-
traptions people used to use
to try and get the first ripe to-
mato in the neighborhood.

By planting tomatoes
transplants earlier you could
get earlier fruiting. Cloches or
wall-o-waters were popular
before the floating row covers
became the rage.

I typically wait to trans-
plant my tomatoes. Mine are
huge this year.

Remember, if your plants
get big and your are still a
few weeks away from getting
them from the six pack into
the ground, “pot them up.”
It’s a term for going up a size,
say from a cell to a four inch
pot, so roots don’t get bound
before they get the chance to
live happily ever after in the
garden.

Soon enough, for sure!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com  with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Social Security’s ‘First Year Rule’
and Withdrawing from SS

Dear Rusty:

I am 63 years old, and
about to apply for my Social
Security benefits.

I am self-employed but
only working part time. I
know about Social Securi-
ty’s annual earnings limit
but recently I learned I must
also be concerned about a
monthly earnings limit of
$2,040. My questions are:

1) How do I find out if T
will be subject to a monthly
earning limit of $2,040 per
month? I thought it was only
evaluated annually.

2) If T choose to can-
cel Social Security within
the first year or after, what
are the penalties? Would I
have to pay them back for
the whole amount for the
whole time that they paid
me? Which makes no sense,
since I have been paid into
SS since I was 13 years old.

Can you help me under-
stand this?

Signed: Claiming Early
and Still Working

Dear Claiming Early:

It can get tricky if you
are still working after claim-
ing your Social Security be-
fore your SS Full Retirement
Age, especially during your
first year collecting. I'm
happy to answer your specif-
ic questions:

1. There is a special rule
which applies during your
first year collecting early So-
cial Security benefits (e.g.,
before your Full Retirement
Age or “FRA,)’ which for
you is age 67). What will
happen is this: when the
IRS provides SSA with your

2026 earnings (in 2027),
SSA will review to see if
your total 2026 net earnings
from self-employment ex-
ceeded the 2026 annual limit
of $24,480.

If not, no further action
is necessary. But if you did
exceed the full year 2026
earnings limit, SSA will
contact you and ask you to
provide them with details
about your monthly 2026
net earnings. If you have ex-
ceeded the monthly limit in
any 2026 month after your
SS benefit started, you will
not be entitled to SS benefits
for that month.

Essentially, if you have
exceeded the annual lim-
it, you cannot exceed the
monthly earnings limit in
any remaining month during
your first year of collecting.
If you exceeded the annual
limit and also any monthly
limit, SSA will send you an
overpayment notice saying
you must repay them for the
benefits you were not enti-
tled to receive because you
exceeded the monthly earn-
ings limit.

2. You can, within 12
months of applying for So-
cial Security, ask SSA to
withdraw your application
for SS retirement benefits.
They will do that for you,
but you will also be required
to repay them all SS benefits
that they have already paid
to (or for) you.

This essentially would
“wipe the slate clean” and
enable your SS benefit to

See SOCIAL
SECURITY page 6
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By Ellenor Downer

PHOTO BY CONNIE SCHWAIGER
Brown thrasher

A Western Massachu-
setts resident spotted this
brown thrasher in the Berk-
shire foothills.

Sometimes they vis-
it feeders like the one in
the attached photo. Brown
thrashers blend in with their
surrounding and are tricky to
spot.

They are fairly large,
slender songbirds with long
proportions: the legs are long
and sturdy, the bill is long and
slightly down curved and the
tail is long.

They often cock the tail
upward in the manner of
wrens. A bright yellow eye,
gray brown face and black
and white wings bars are oth-
er identifying features.

Thrashers are reddish
brown on the head, back, tail
and wings. They have a white
breast and belly with darker
speckling.

They are 9.1 to 11.8
inches long or slightly small-

m‘E %NNV@ www.davegranlund.com

er than a blue jay. The brown
thrasher is the only thrasher
species found east of Texas.

Thrashers have one of
the largest repertoires of any
North American songbird
over 1,000 different songs.
Since they rarely venture
far from thick undergrowth,
there singing give their lo-
cation away especially when
perched in a treetop or shrubs.

Their songs are a com-
plex string of many musical
phrases, many copied from
other birds’ songs with each
phrase typically sung twice.
They also make a distinctive,
harsh” tsuck” note.

They imitate other birds
including Chuck-will’s-
widows, wood thrushes and
northern flickers.

Both males and females
incubate the eggs and feed
the young. Nestlings some-
times leave the nest fully
feathered within nine days of
hatching, earlier than either
of their smaller relatives, the
northern mockingbird and
gray catbird.

An aggressive defender
of its nest, the Brown Thrash-
er is known to strike people
and dogs hard enough to
draw blood.

Shrubby habitats are
popular hideouts for nest
predators, which may explain
why the thrashers fledge so
quickly for birds of their size.
Brown Thrashers are the larg-
est common host of parasitic
brown-headed cowbirds.

The  oldest  Brown
Thrasher on record was at
least 10 years, 11 months
old. It was found in Florida in
1978 where it was banded in
1967.

Rose-breasted grosheak

A Worthington resident
saw a rose-breasted grosbeak
showed up at his feeder ear-
lier than usual on May 1. He
said they always arrive the
first week of May. Last year
it was not until May 7.

Belchertown birds

A Belchertown resident
sent an email reporting birds
seen and heard on his prop-
erty. They included Balti-
more oriole, grey catbirds, a
Blackburnian warbler in the
maple tree, and he heard, but
not seen, a northern parula.
He also has a pair of eastern
phoebes nesting under an
eave of the house.

At nearby Lake Wallace,
he took photos of yellow war-
blers and a green heron catch-
ing fish.

Red-shouldered hawk
A Montgomery resident

saw a red-shouldered hawk
recently.

Nesting sparrows

A Belchertown resident
said she had sparrows using
a nest box in her yard. She
found a few of their babies on
the ground.At first, I thought
something got into the nest,
but today a found another
one. I think the nestling had
died and the parents got them
out. She said she may remove
the nest box and replace it
with a new one in case the
sparrows succumbed to dis-
ease.

Brimfield birds.

A Brimfield resident said
he put up the humming bird
feeders in late April when
he learned of a ruby-throat-
ed hummingbird in Ware.
A couple days later he had
an adult male ruby-throated
hummingbird and a few days
later he saw a female.

He said, “One each gray
catbirds, male Baltimore ori-
ole and males rose-breast-
ed grosbeak showed up last
week. This week a second
male oriole and two more
grosbeaks show up, another
male and a female. He also
has a male eastern towhee
in his yard. He said, “A cou-
ple of years ago we had two
male towhees in the yard and
one spent the summer attack-
ing its reflection in the many
windows despite best efforts
to dissuade it.”

He said elsewhere, in
Warren on South Street there
are three occupied great blue
heron nest and two others he
was not sure if they were be-
ing used. The osprey pair has
been around for awhile. The
nest has gotten deeper over
the years and on a recent visit
he could only see the tail or
maybe wing feathers bare-
ly showing above the nest. I
think incubation has started,
but can’t be sure.

He also has a male com-
mon yellowthroat and house
wren in his yard.

He said, “House wrens
have nested in nesting box-
ers in the yard several times
and I saw feathers near the
entrance hole on a box they
have used before. The wrens
have a habit of building false
nests in a couple of boxes that
hey never use.”

He also said, “A male
yellow-bellied sapsucker
spent some time on a native
dogwood and today a sap-
sucker, probably the same
one, spent several hours tap-
ping away at the same tree.”

Geese in a pavilion

On May 12, I drove by
Camp Putnam in New Brain-
tree and saw four geese under
their pavilion near the pond.
I see many Canada geese in
fields or ponds, but I have
never seen them in a pavilion.

Other birds
On May 8 I received an

See BACKYARD
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Letters to the
Editor

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous opinions will
be published. We require letter writers
to include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or
alleged facts and quotations offered
by the author need to cite credible,
unbiased sources.

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069
or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.
The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR NEWS!

The Chicopee Register
welcomes submissions
of news in or related to

Chicopee and its residents.
Our "People News," is filled
with submitted engagement
announcements, wedding
announcements, birth
announcements, your new
baby or news about your
25th or 50th anniversary
celebrations. Please e-mail
correspondence along with a
photo to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,
c/o Turley Publications,
24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be
received by noon Monday to be considered for
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters
will be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at
413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council during
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.
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Win a trip to Italy while
supporting hospice patients
in need

CHICOPEE - Local
nonprofit Harmony House of
Western Massachusetts in-
vites the community to take
a chance on winning a trip to
Italy for two while supporting
its mission and residents.

The nonprofit is selling
tickets for $100 per chance to
win a guided trip for two to It-
aly, with several destinations,
including Rome, Capri, and
the Amalfi Coast, from Octo-
ber 10-20, 2026.

Only 250 chances will
be sold and the prize pack-
age-valued at $9,900-includes
airfare, accommodations,
transportation, meals, and
a curated travel experience,
making it a unique opportuni-
ty for community members to
help care for their neighbors
facing terminal illness. Profits
from the raffle will directly

W ............................................. .

announcements schedule

support Harmony House’s
mission of providing a home
with compassionate end-of-
life care and companionship
to hospice patients in need,
regardless of their financial
status or any other circum-
stances.

This is the second year
Harmony House has hosted
the fundraiser. Last year’s
winners, Jerry and Marilyn,
reflected on their experience,
sharing, “You buy something
like this and assume that it
would just be a donation, but
this was the trip of a lifetime!
Great trip, brand new buses,
guides were very knowledge-
able, and the information ses-
sion at Figaro’s Restaurant
before the trip was very infor-
mative.”

Tickets are available for
purchase now through Thurs-
day, June 4, and the drawing
will take place via Facebook
Live on Friday, June 5. Visit
HarmonyHouseWMA .org/

ItalyRaffle for purchase op-
tions, trip itinerary, and terms
and conditions. Tickets are
also available for purchase
at Figaro’s Restaurant in En-
field, Pizza Lino in Chicopee,
and the office of Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament Parish
in Westfield.

Powerback Rehab To-You

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will host Pow-
erback Rehab for Physical
Therapy appointment every
Monday starting Jan. 5 at 10
a.m. at RiverMills Center, lo-
cated at 5 W. Main Street.

Powerback Rehab To-
You is a mobile therapy pro-
gram that brings care direct-
ly to you! Powerback Rehab
will be at RiverMills Center
for appointments to help your
recovery whether dealing
with a recent injury chronic
pain or seeking performance
enhancement. These appoint-
ments are free. This program

is open to members 55 and
older. There are limited ap-
pointments, so you must reg-
ister in advance at RiverMills
or by calling 534-3698.

First Central Bible Church
Announces Programs for
Children and Youth

CHICOPEE - First Cen-
tral Bible Church, located at
50 Broadway Street in Chi-
copee, is now offering five
age-suitable programs from
infants through grade 12 that
are designed to help children
and youth come to know the
Bible, grow closer to God,
and build a Christian commu-
nity.

Sunday Morning

Before Sunday service,
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m., the
church’s Sunday School part-
ners with parents and care-
givers in nurturing children’s
faith through engaging les-
sons and activities. Classes
are held for ages two through

grade 9. Nursery care is pro-
vided for children through
age two. For adults, a variety
of studies are available during
this time.

During the service, from
10:15 tol1:30 a.m., First
Central offers Junior Church
for age five through fifth
grade. While adults attend
the service, children experi-
ence Bible teaching at their
level through lessons, songs,
games, and projects. The
nursery is available for chil-
dren through age four.

Wednesday Evening

Wednesday evenings
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. children
ages two through fifth grade
are invited to participate in
Awana, which combines
Scripture memorization, Bi-
ble teaching, fun activities,
and mentorship to help chil-
dren know, love, and serve Je-
sus Christ. Please register on
the church website at www.

firstcentral.church.

Wednesdays from 6:30
to 8 p.m., young people in
grades six through twelve
can join the church’s Youth
Group, which combines large-
and small-group discussions.
Sample topics include how
the world’s values differ from
God’s and the nature of sin.
Participants  explore their
viewpoints while learning to
apply Christian principles to
their lives. No registration is
required.

First ~ Central  Bible
Church, located at 50 Broad-
way Street, Chicopee, exists
to glorify God by making
and maturing disciples of Je-
sus. Sunday service is held
at 10:30 a.m. All are invited
to join us in worship, prayer,
learning from the Word, glo-
rifying God, and feeling the
warmth of fellowship. For
more information, please visit
www.firstcentral.church.

Artwork on display; the event was also possible thanks to the Mass Cultural Council.

SPRING FLING
from page 1
Vieau.

“I am truly thankful for
our Family and Community
Engagement Department and
the remarkable event they
organized,” Vieau said. “A
heartfelt thank you to Kristen
(Coelho) for creating such a
wonderful afternoon for our

students and families.”

The mayor then contin-
ued his thoughts of reflection.

“The day was filled with
enjoyable activities, shared
cultural experiences, lunch
provided by our own Chi-
copee Fresh, and valuable
resources,” Vieau said. “I tru-
ly couldn’t have imagined a
more perfect afternoon. It’s

always uplifting to witness
our community unite on a
beautiful day, and I am im-
mensely proud of the dedicat-
ed staff in our city who make
events like this possible.”
Lastly, Coelho noted that
the School Department is al-
ready looking forward to next
year’s Spring Spectacular,
with more to come soon.

Members of the Chicopee Public Schools with Superintendent Dr. Marcus Ware.
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PV Financial Group welcomes
Tony Salemi to the team

CHICOPEE -
PV Financial Group
is pleased to wel-
come Tony Salemi
to the firm as an
Operations Support
Specialist, having
joined the team in
January 2026.

Salemi is a
graduate of Pioneer
Valley Christian
Academy, then went om
to complete certifications
through the Financial Advi-
sor Training Institute, where
he earned both his Series 7
and Series 66 licenses.

He brings a diverse
professional background to
PV Financial Group, with
experience in CNC machin-
ing, the mortgage industry,
and most recently as an in-
dependent financial advisor.

Tony Salemi

His varied experi-
ence and industry
knowledge  pro-
vide a well-round-
ed perspective in
supporting  both
advisors and cli-
ents.

After work-
ing independently,
Salemi is looking
forward to con-
tributing within a collabora-
tive and supportive environ-
ment while helping clients
take meaningful steps to-
ward their financial futures.

PV Financial Group re-
mains committed to invest-
ing in talented professionals
who share the firm’s dedica-
tion to and vision to the cli-
ent experience, professional
growth, and community im-
pact.

Swing into Spring

CHICOPEE - Groovy
Baby Music and Music and
Movement! Bring your little
one to enjoy a class of music,
movement, story time and
play time.

Fridays for six weeks,
10 to 11 a.m. on May 22, 29,
June 5, 12, 18 and 26.

It is never too early to
begin your child’s music ed-
ucation. Ages three months to
18 months’Siblings are wel-
come. No cost to families

Where: OHANA Club-
house, 43 Sheridan St., Chi-
copee.

Information with Mrs.
Silvia - Cell: 413-505-9053,
e-mail: DurandS @headstart.
org

Funded by the Coordi-
nated Family & Community
Engagement Grant from the
Massachusetts Department of
Early Education and Care.

Basic Sign Language

CHICOPEE - The
Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing will offer a 4-part Ba-
sic American Sign Lan-
guage Series at Chicopee
Council on Aging’s Riv-
erMills Center, located at
5 W. Main Street.

Join staff from the
Willie Rose School for
the Deaf for this 4-part se-
ries to learn basic Amer-
ican Sign Language. You
will learn the alphabet,
practice  fingerspelling
and will also build every-
day vocabulary. Through
games, activities, and lots
of practice, you will learn
how to introduce your-
self ask simple questions
and respond in basic con-

Events at RiverMills Senior Center

versation. This is a class
designed to be beginner
friendly, so no experience
is needed! The classes
will take place May 11,
May 18, June 1 and June 8
from 4 to 5 p.m. The cost
of the series is $5 and you
must register in advance
by stopping by RiverMills
or calling 534-3698.

Nutrition Counseling at
RiverMills

CHICOPEE - The
Chicopee Council on Ag-
ing will now offer one-
on-one nutrition counsel-
ing the second Tuesday
of each month beginning
May 11 at Chicopee
Council on Aging’s Riv-
erMills Center, located at

5 W. Main Street.

Certified  Nutrition
Coach Rosemary San-
tinello will be at River-
Mills for 1-on-1 Nutrition
Counseling appointments
the second Tuesday of
every month, beginning
May 11. You will go over
your dietary goals and
will discuss some oth-
er health factors such as
cholesterol, hypertension
and other health related
issues to then come up
with a nutrition place that
caters to your specific
needs.

The cost is $30 and
you must register in ad-
vance by stopping by
RiverMills or calling 534-
3698.

DANIELS
from page 1

fice, Planning, Building, fire,
health, any department that
might be involved in devel-
opment process, so whether
it’s someone starting a busi-
ness for the first time or a
current business who’s doing
a renovation or expansion or
if it’s a business from outside
of Chicopee that is consider-
ing investing here. Trying to
set up a process that would
kind of start with me as the
first person to introduce them
to what that process would
look like and then coordinate
with all those different de-
partments to help them learn
what they are going to do, so
it goes smoothly for them and
there’s no surprise and they
get a sense of what it’ll take
to get started to do business
here.”

Daniels said what makes
his new role different from
his previous one is working
directly under the mayor and,
he thinks, “a little bit more of
a role of trying to drive some
of the bigger projects and ini-
tiatives forward and, really,

making sure that the may-
or’s priorities and economic
development, we get some
movement on them.”

“I work with some of
the major property owners
or stakeholders in the com-
munity to see that vision go
forward in both the things
that the city does to invest or
incentivize and the things that
the private business commu-
nity are doing, working with
all that,” Daniels said.

Daniels added how “Chi-
copee had a lot of appeal for
me” when he applied for the
role.

“It seemed to fit very
nicely with the skillset and
experience I had. So, East
Hartford, a lot of similarities
in that you have this history
of the aerospace industry.
Here, having Westover, there
having Pratt & Whitney and
then associated companies
and workers and industry.
Having a lot of manfactur-
ing locations, working with
the workforce development
is something I want to focus
on of making sure that the
employers here can find the
right people to fill the roles

that they have,” Daniels said.
“And then working with ed-
ucation, whether at the Elms
or UMass or even Chicopee
High and Chicopee Comp to
try and make sure that there’s
a fit between the skills that
are being taught and what
the employers are looking
for, so that students who are
in the area have the oppor-
tunity to stay here and that
the employers can still keep
those jobs here. Hopefully,
we’ll be doing some outreach
and events and seminars and
things around workforce de-
velopment going forward.”

Some of his goals in
the next three months in-
clude continuing to establish
himself with the communi-
ty and businesses, having a
more formal process for fol-
low-ups, and starting work
with Planning Director Lee
Pouliot and others on big,
outstanding projects, such as
the Uniroyal development,
for example.

“I’ve already been work-
ing on a grant application
that, previously, I think the
developer, Jay Jeffers, from
Wisconsin, had submitted

CLUES ACROSS 24. Greek goddess of CLUES DOWN

1. Government the dawn 1. Abstain from
lawyers 25. Not close 2. Admirer

4. The back of a 26. NHL legend 3. Expedition to
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in a previous round of grant
funding and it wasn’t award-
ed and so, we’re working to
be a partnered application
with the city as the lead appli-
cant, but Jay Jeffers as our de-
velopment partner to reapply
to the state for some funding
for pre-eval work. Looking at
architecture, looking at anal-
ysis of the current conditions
of the site,” Daniels said.
“Michelin was over there
doing some of the environ-
mental cleanup already be-
cause they’re responsible for
that through the ownership
of Uniroyal, but hopefully I
can be helping to move that
project along and working
with the developer, hopefully
we get this grant funding and
then I can start working with
them kind of managing some
of the steps of the initial de-
velopment tasks.”

Other goals include
working on the downtown
Chicopee Center area—hav-
ing already connected with
Steve Huntley from the Val-
ley Opportunity Council and
the businesses in that area-
-building relationships and
partnerships with local busi-

nesses and community orga-
nizations and office hours at
the library.

Daniels shared that mak-
ing connections and meeting
people fulfills his work most,
especially when a business fi-
nally fulfills a dream of open-
ing.

“In East Hartford, we
had a business called Perfect
Pound Cakes and it was an Af-
rican-American couple. Afri-
can-American woman-owned
business and she really kind
of scratched and clawed to
find any way of making her
business happen and she’s
now got a really successful
business. There was another
one in East Hartford called
Big Star Afro Cuisine, a very
similar woman of color who
had a dream of taking her
family recipes and opening a
small restaurant and it’s do-
ing great,” Daniels said. “I'm
excited to meet those people
in Chicopee who have those
kind of dreams or overcome
some of the obstacles that are
out there to maybe starting
your own business and help-
ing them find the resources
they need and get through the

processes that they have to in
order to get up and running.”

He also emphasized see-
ing an opportunity to take
initiatives “up and running
and moving forward” and
taking things to the next level
and providing resources for
business owners about grants
and organizations—such as
the Small Business Adminis-
tration, SCORE and the Chi-
copee Chamber of Commerce
with their new Economic De-
velopment Committee—that
can assist.

Daniels looks forward to
working with the community.

“I'm approachable,
whether you own a business
or whether you’re a resident,
I’m happy to talk to you, get
to know about your experi-
ences, the ideas you have, the
things that you’ve been look-
ing for, hoping for in Chicop-
ee,” Daniels said. “We want
to be approachable and be a
partner with everyone to help
you just be a part of this com-
munity.”

To contact Daniels, email
mdaniels @chicopeema.gov
or call 413-377-4015.

BACKYARD
from page 4

email reporting a scarlet
tanager, grosbeaks and
hummingbirds.

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com
or mailing to Barre Ga-
zette, P.O. Box 448, Barre,
MA 01005. The Palmer of-
fice has a new phone sys-
tem and I will be getting an
extension where messages
may be left. I will publish
the number as soon as it is
set up.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

SOCIAL SECURITY
from page 4

continue  growing, allow-
ing you to apply for a larger
monthly benefit later. But
if you wait longer than 12
months after you first apply
for SS benefits, you can no
longer withdraw your appli-
cation for Social Security.
Thereafter, you would be
subject to the annual earnings
limit (the monthly earnings
limit would no longer apply).

FYI, after you reach your
FRA, there is no limit on
your earnings and you could
choose to suspend your bene-
fit payments and earn Delayed
Retirement Credits (DRCs) to
get a higher monthly benefit.
Also at your FRA, if SSA
withheld any of your bene-
fits because you exceeded the
earnings limit before reach-
ing your FRA, you would get
time credit for the number of
months your benefits were
withheld.  Essentially, they
would advance your bene-
fit-start month by the number
of months your benefits were
withheld, yielding a slightly
higher monthly amount after
your FRA.

Finally, it’s important to
know that the contributions
you made to Social Security
from payroll taxes (FICA/
SECA) over your lifetime

are not what determines your
monthly SS benefit amount.
Your monthly SS benefit is
based on two main factors: a)
your average monthly earn-
ings (indexed for inflation)
for the highest earning 35
years over your lifetime as re-
ported to the IRS, and b) the
age at which you claim your
SS benefits.

Your contributions to So-
cial Security while working
only provide you with eligi-
bility to collect SS benefits;
the contributions aren’t put
into a separate account for
you and are not used to calcu-
late your monthly SS benefit.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the
issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we
should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide
funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features for The Chicopee Register, please email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.
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Comp grabs walk-off win over Tantasqua

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE-- The first
meeting on the baseball dia-
mond between the Tantasqua
Warriors and the Chicopee
Comp Colts since 2019 saw a
dramatic conclusion.

The non-league contest
was tied, 2-2, entering the
seventh inning before the two
squads combined to score
nine runs.

The visitors from Fisk-
dale hit for the cycle in the top
half of the final frame leading
to four runs, but they wound
up leaving the bases loaded.

Comp responded with
five runs in the bottom half
of the inning and celebrated
a thrilling 7-6 walk-off vic-
tory at the newly rededicat-
ed Coach Dulchinos Field in
Chicopee on May 11.

“After the top of the sev-
enth inning, it was as low as
you could feel,” said Chicop-
ee Comp head coach Justin
Franczek. “There isn’t a bet-
ter feeling than the jubilation
following a walk-off victory.
It’s just a great feeling.”

The victory kept the
Colts dreams of qualifying
for the Division 2 state tour-
nament alive.

“We also kept our state
tournament chances alive,”
Franczek added. “We just
need to find a way to win our
final regular season game and
our two non-playoff games
next week.”

The Colts (7-11) hopes
of playing in the state tourna-
ment came to an end follow-
ing a 10-5 home loss to East
Longmeadow the following
afternoon.

The Warriors (5-11) were
in a similar position. They
were eliminated for the Divi-
sion 3 state tournament after
being shut out by Millbury at
home two days later.

season chances,” said Tanta-
squa head coach Jon Leroux.
“We did a very good job of
taking the lead in the top of
the seventh inning, but we
couldn’t hang onto it. We just
didn’t make any plays in the
bottom of the seventh inning.
It’s a very frustrating loss.”

Junior righthander Jaco-
by Haney, who was Comp’s
starting pitcher, retired the
first two Warriors batters

in the seventh inning on
a strikeout and a groundball
out. He couldn’t record the
third out of the frame.

Tantasqua’s rally began
with sophomore third base-
man Paul Savage (2-for-4) hit-
ting a triple to right field. He
crossed the plate when sopho-
more leftfielder Jack Nichols
blasted the first pitch that he
saw to deep leftfield for an
inside-the-park home run.
Following a line-drive single
by senior centerfielder Brady
Willitts, who was a perfect
4-for-4, junior second base-
man Mason Boucher(2-for-4)
tripled to left, which extended
the Warriors lead to 5-2. Se-
nior catcher Ethan LaPlante,
who had walked twice, drove

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SC/BEL/
Tanner Martell fields a grounder to third.

“This loss hurts our post-

Matthew Sutton makes a throw to first.
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Evan LaFountaine delivers a
pitch for the Colts.

home another run with a dou-
ble. Sophomore first baseman
J.D. Gunagan and senior DH
Chase Bond drew back-to-
back walks, which loaded the
bases.

At that point, Haney was
replaced on the mound by se-
nior righty Julian LaFlamme,
who began the game behind
the plate. LaFlamme, who
wound up earning the victory,
struck out the only batter that
he faced which was the third
out of the inning.

Teagan Martel-Moylan fields a short-hop pitch.

Trailing by four runs, se-
nior leftfielder Jack Corriveau
drew a walk against Savage,
who had replaced Comp se-
nior righthander Evan La-
Fountain on the mound with
no outs in the fifth inning.

Freshman DH Brayden
Klett also drew a walk against
senior righty relief pitcher
Jack Blood. Haney (2-for-4)
followed with an infield hit,
which loaded the bases. Then
junior right fielder John Rent-
as was hit-by-a-pitch forcing
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Zach Bajgier fields the ground ball to second base.

home the Colts’ first run of
the seventh inning. Senior
first baseman Justin Lafon-
taine continued the Colts
comeback with an RBI sin-
gle to left field, which set the
stage for senior third baseman
Tanner Martell. He hit a fast-
ball into centerfielder scoring
a pair of runs. Lafontaine also
scored the game winning run
on the play following a throw-
ing error giving the Colts
their first walk-off win of the
season.

“We were down four
runs entering the bottom of
the seventh and I knew that
we could make a comeback,”
Martell said. “This was my
first game winning hit during
my varsity baseball career. It
just feels amazing.”

The Colts took a 1-0 lead
in the second inning.

Senior centerfielder

See BASEBALL
page 8

Pacers take part in
nonplayoff action

CHICOPEE - Last
week, the regular season
ended for the Chicopee High
School baseball team. The
Pacers had a 6-12 campaign,
with losses to Monson and
Holyoke to finish out the
regular season. Chicopee
was scheduled to SICS and
Lee in their final matchups
of the season. Prior to their

last two defeats, Chicopee
had won two of three games,
defeating Commerce High
School and Mahar Regional.

Unfortunately for the
Pacers, they will not make
the state tournament. The
Pacers are in Division 3 and
ranked 70 out of 72 teams,
and cannot qualify with a re-
cord below .500.

T-Birds steal Game 2
over the Penguins

WILKES-BARRE, PA
- The Springfield Thunder-
birds authored one of the
most remarkable come-
backs in team history,
storming back from three
behind to shock the Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton  Pen-
guins in overtime, 4-3, on
Thursday night in Game 2
of the Atlantic Division Fi-
nals inside Mohegan Arena
at Casey Plaza. With the
win, Springfield evened the
series at one win apiece and
stole home ice advantage.

The Penguins’ new-
est offensive weapon again
proved to be a thorn in the
T-Birds® sides at the 8:42
mark of the first. With Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton operat-
ing on its first power play of
Game 2, Bill Zonnon parked
himself just outside Georgii
Romanov’s goal crease and
deflected a Mikhail Ilyin

shot behind the Springfield
goalie to make it a 1-0 Pen-
guins lead.

Romanov was the far
busier netminder in the
first 20 minutes, with the
Penguins heftily outshoot-
ing the T-Birds 14-4 in the
frame, but the Springfield
goalie continued his stellar
work to keep the deficit at
just a single goal heading
into intermission. Sergei
Murashov had little work to
do in the first himself, need-
ing to stop just four Spring-
field attempts.

Springfield’s deficit
grew almost instantaneous-
ly in the middle period,
when Ilyin freed up a loose
puck in the right circle, al-
lowing Tristan Broz to rip it
home just 16 seconds into

See T-BIRDS
page 8

Volleyball Hall of Fame announces Class of 2026

Headline: Volley Hall an-
nounces Class of 2026

HOLYOKE - The In-
ternational Volleyball Hall
of Fame (IVHF) is proud to
announce its 2026 induction
class, with the official cere-
mony scheduled for October
17 in Holyoke, Mass., USA,
the Birthplace of Volleyball.
This prestigious group of nine
legends, representing eight
distinct  disciplines within
the sport, has been selected
for their history-making con-
tributions,  standard-setting
excellence as global icons on
the field of play and signifi-
cant impact off the court. In
addition, four special award
honorees will also be honored
for their contributions to the
sport.

The 40th IVHF induction
class features transformation-
al leader and former FIVB
President Dr. Ary Graga (Bra-
zil, leader); three-time Olym-
pian and FIVB World Cham-
pion April Ross (United
States, female beach player);
two-time Olympic Gold Med-
alist and legendary libero Fa-
biana “Fabi” Alvim (Brazil,
female indoor player); two-
time Olympian and World Cup
Gold medalist Yoel “Joél”
Despaigne (Cuba, male in-
door player); four-time Olym-
pian and two-time World
Champion Ekaterina Gam-
ova (Russia, female indoor
player); three-time Olympian
and two-time World Cham-
pion Alison Cerutti (Brazil,
male beach player); legendary
player who also coached his
country’s first Olympic Gold
Medal-winning team Laurent
Tillie (France, coach); the

architect of Paralympic inclu-
sion Denis Le Breuilly (En-
gland, ParaVolley) and three-
time Olympic referee Takashi
Shimoyama (Japan, referee).

Also announced are four
special award winners, recog-
nized for their contributions
to the IVHF or the global
sport of volleyball itself. They
include the late Gabriel Cher-
ebetiu (Mintonette Medallion
of Merit, Romania/Mexi-
co), John Cook (Mayoral
Award of Excellence, United
States), Starlings USA (Court
of Honor, United States)
and Alejandro Coccia (Award
for Media Excellence, Argen-
tina).

“The IVHF 2026 Induc-
tion Class brings together
some of the most outstanding
figures in our sport. Big con-
gratulations to the inductees
and to the IVHF Leadership,”
said Fabio Azevedo, Presi-
dent of the FIVB. “The entire
Global Volleyball Movement
thanks and fully supports the
excellent work carried out by
the IVHF in promoting the
values, legacy and heritage
of our sport by honouring the
athletes, leaders and officials
who have made an exception-
al contribution to the develop-
ment of volleyball and beach
volleyball around the world.
Celebrating these legends
strongly aligns with the FIVB
Strategic Vision 2032, and our
continued partnership with
the IVHF helps bring this vi-
sion to life. Together as One!”

All told, the IVHF has
inducted 185 individuals from
27 countries into its historic
Hall of Fame - those totals
will rise to 194 inductees

from 28 countries after the
2026 event, as this will be En-
gland’s first inductee. Three
of the inductees also earned
one of their votes by winning
the Fan Vote for their respec-
tive category. More detailed
information on each inductee
can be found below.

“The International Vol-
leyball Hall of Fame con-
tinues to serve as a bridge
between the sport’s remark-
able history and its exciting
future,” said Steve Bishop,
President of the IVHF Board
of Directors. “The Class of
2026 reflects the worldwide
growth, diversity, excellence,
and enduring legacy of vol-
leyball across every level and
discipline of the game. On be-
half of the International Vol-
leyball Hall of Fame Board
of Directors, we are proud
to honor these extraordinary
individuals whose achieve-
ments and lifelong contribu-
tions have helped inspire gen-
erations of athletes, coaches,
officials, leaders, and fans
while continuing to shape the
future of our sport around the
world.”

The 2026 International
Volleyball Hall of Fame In-
duction Ceremony will take
place in Holyoke, Massachu-
setts, USA on Saturday, Oc-
tober 17, 2026. The event is
open to the public on a first-
come, first-served basis, and
ticket packages are available
online now at VolleyHall.org/
Induction-Celebration.

“This is one of the most
historically significant class-
es ever assembled by the In-
ternational Volleyball Hall of
Fame,” said George Mulry,

Executive Director of the
IVHE. “Collectively, the Class
of 2026 and this year’s special
award recipients have helped
shape, elevate and redefine
the sport of volleyball across
multiple eras, disciplines and
continents. From Olympic
champions and transforma-
tional global leaders to inno-
vators in coaching, officiat-
ing, media and ParaVolley,
their influence can be seen
in nearly every corner of the
game today. Together, they
represent the evolution of vol-
leyball itself — honoring the
sport’s rich history while in-
spiring its future generations.”

Volleyball enthusiasts are
encouraged to sign up for the
IVHF Insider e-newsletter for
behind-the-scenes and exclu-
sive content before, during
and after Induction Weekend,
including the new series “The
Road To Holyoke.” To sign up
for free, please visit ivhf.org/

The International Vol-
leyball Hall of Fame is a
501c¢3 nonprofit based in
Holyoke, Mass., and is ded-
icated to honoring the leg-
ends, recognizing the greats
and preserving the history of
volleyball at all levels - men
and women, amateur and
professional players, coaches
and contributors, around the
world. The IVHF was incor-
porated in 1978 and contin-
ues to create a diversely rep-
resentative institution from a
wide range of countries and

disciplines.
For more information
on the induction events,

please visit the Hall’'s web-
site at www.ivhfiorg or
email info@ivhf.org.
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Pioneers

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Since join-
ing USL League Two in 2019,
the Western Mass. Pioneers
have qualified for the league
playoffs each season. A new
group of Pioneers players are
hoping to continue the post-
season tradition this spring.

In front of a large crowd
at historic Lusitano Stadium
in Ludlow, the Pioneers be-
gan the 2026 campaign with
a 4-2 victory over the Albany
Rush, last Friday night.

“Most of the players on
last year’s team graduated
from college, so we do have
a lot of first-year players this
season,” said Pioneers head
coach Federico Molinari. “I
thought we played well in
tonight’s game. We had a lot
of opportunities, especially in
the first half.”

The Pioneers posted a
10-1-3 regular season record
a year ago. They lost to FC
Motown STA, 2-1, in the
Eastern Conference quarter-
finals.

A couple of the Pioneers
players from last year’s squad
have signed with professional
soccer teams.

“It’s really nice to see
your players playing soccer
at a high level,” said Moli-
nari, who’s been leading the
Pioneers since 2012. “That’s
our main goal every year.”

One of the local players
listed on the 2026 Pioneers
roster is Thomas Wadas,
who’s played soccer for the
Ludlow Lions and is currently
a member of the UMass-Am-
herst men’s soccer team.

Wadas has been listed
on the Pioneers roster for the
past several years. He made
his first start for the Pioneers
in the season opening match.

“T used to watch the Pio-
neers games from the stands,
so I've been looking forward
to this moment for a long
time,” said Wadas, who’s a

Michael Gouvin, of Monson,
sends a pass away.

midfielder. “Being a start-
er in the season opener is a
very special thing to me. We
played hard for the whole 90
minutes of tonight’s game.
When we come together as a
cohesive team, we can look
forward to another strong
season. Anything less than
making the playoffs seems
like a failure.”

Wadas was a starter in
ten of the 15 games that he
played in for the Minutemen
as a freshman last fall. He
finished the 2025 season with
two goals and three assists.

“It was a big adjustment
going from the high school
level to the collegiate level,”
Wadas said. “All of the play-
ers are bigger and stronger in
college. The game is also a lot
more physical. I'm just glad
that I was able to contribute
as a freshman. Playing for
the Pioneers is only going to
help me prepare for my soph-
omore season at UMass.”

A first-year player mem-
ber of the Pioneers is Michael
Gouvin, who’s from Monson.
His older sister, Laura, played
for the New England Mutiny
several years ago.

Pearse 0’Brien advances the ball.

Gouvin, who comes
from a soccer family, attend-
ed Avon Old Farms before
playing two seasons for the
men’s soccer team at the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire.
He decided to transfer to
Bentley University before the
start of last season.

“I used to play youth
soccer games on this field.
It feels awesome to be back
here playing again,” said
Gouvin, who’s a starting de-
fender. “I’ve never played
a game in this type of envi-
ronment before. Winning our
first game of the season feels
incredible.”

The Pioneers have won
every match that they’ve
played against the Rush since
2022. They outscored them.
11-0, in both matches last
season.

Prior to the start of the
match, third grader Brooke
Lamothe did an outstanding
job of performing the Nation-
al Anthem.

The Rush ended their
scoreless spell against the
Pioneers when Lucas Horja
fired a shot into the back of
the net past Western Mass.
goalie Ben Alexander for an

unassisted goal during the
11th minute of the opening
half.

The Pioneers quickly
took over the momentum.

The home side had five
corner kicks before scoring
the equalizer in the 37th min-
ute.

An Albany player fouled
Wadas, which gave the Pi-
oneers a free kick. Pearse
O’Brien booted the ball into
the box and Matiwos Rumley
managed to score the tying
goal.

Two minutes later, an Al-
bany player fouled O’Brien
inside the box resulting in a
penalty kick.

O’Brien, who’s from
West Hartford Conn., stepped
up to the spot and lined a shot
into the back of the net giving
the Pioneers the lead for the
first time.

Horja scored the tying
goal nine minutes into the
second half.

Five minutes later, Gou-
vin sent a pass into the box
from the right wing where
Felipe De Andrade, who had
just entered the match as a
sub, headed the ball into the
net.

Sam Montalto looks to pass.

“I saw that Felipe was
open and I just sent him the
ball,” Gouvin said. “It was a
perfect play. My main goal
in every game is to make an
impact.”

The duo of Alfred Baa-
fi and Martin Echarren, who
also came off the bench,
hooked up on the Pioneers fi-
nal goal during the 82nd min-

Fernando Delgado dribbles p
the field.

ute. Echarren flicked a shot
into the net for his first goal
as a Pioneers player.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to play a road game
against the Seacoast Unit-
ed Phantoms on Wednesday
night before returning home
to face NEFC at 7:30 on Sat-
urday night.

T-BIRDS from page 7

the second, making it 2-0.
Springfield’s power play

received two chances to try to

take a bite out of the two-goal

hole, but Murashov and the
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton penal-
ty kill answered the bell with
successive dispatchings.
Then it was the Penguins’
turn to return to the power
play late in the period, and

Avery Hayes made no mis-
take, taking a cross-ice setup
from Rutger McGroarty and
whipping a forehander past
Romanov’s blocker at 18:16.

The Penguins began
the final period with anoth-

Apply Today!
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Help our community’s small businesses thrive with
personalized and local advertising solutions.
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established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer skills are required. Previous print
sales experience is preferred but we will train the right candidate.

Offering a competitive commission structure,
401k, and health plan.

Turley Publications

Local News & Community In Print & Online

Turley?)

Publications, Inc,

Send resume & cover letter to:

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

o
Ad Sales Consultants

Jamie Joslyn

er power play and a chance
to put the T-Birds away. In-
stead, Springfield began their
comeback for the ages when
Hugh McGing rifled home a
one-timer, shorthanded, past
Murashov just 55 seconds
into the period to make it 3-1.

Springfield tilted the ice
heavily in their favor for the
entirety of the final period,
unleashing 20 shots in 20
minutes on Murashov. Still,
it would take the T-Birds un-
til the final four minutes to
get closer when Dillon Dube
deflected an Alek Kaskima-
ki attempt behind Murashov
with 3:24 remaining to cut the

margin to 3-2.

The veteran forward was
far from finished, as Dube
picked up his second 6-on-
5 goal with 1:50 remaining,
parking himself off the right
post and jabbing a loose puck
behind a helpless Murashov
following a Calle Rosen slap-
per to make it a 3-3 tie and
force an improbable overtime
period.

The T-Birds carried the
overtime period as well, as
the visitors finished the night
with 31 of the game’s final 43
shots on net. Finally, it was
Akil Thomas who ended the
festivities with a fortuitous

bounce at 13:44 of the over-
time. Thomas was spilled on a
breakaway down the slot area,
but still got a shot away that
rocketed off the end boards,
careened back to the net front,
bounced off Murashov’s
back, and squeaked across the
line to win it for Springfield.

The magical third pe-
riod and overtime marked
Springfield’s largest third pe-
riod comeback win in their
postseason history. Romanov
improved to 6-2 in his post-
season run, making 39 saves
in the win. Murashov finished
with 41 stops for the Pen-
guins.

BASEBALL
from page 7

Jaylen Gonzalez hit a leadoff
groundball single into center-
field before stealing second
base. Martell drove him home
with a line-drive single to left

O Digital
«’ Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

field.

Savage tied the score at
1-1 with two outs in the fifth
with an RBI single to center.
Then sophomore leftfielder
Jack Nichols hit a groundball
that glanced off the short-
stop’s glove. The ball rolled
to senior second baseman
Zach Bajgier, who then made
a throw to LaFlamme. He
tagged out the runner trying
to score on the play keeping
the score tied.

Bajgier lead off the bot-
tom of the fifth by blasting a

double to left field. He scored
the go-ahead run when a
groundball hit by Corriveau
was mishandled by the short-
stop for an error.

Tantasqua junior second
baseman Mason Boucher tied
the score for the second time
by hitting a run single to left
field with no outs in the sixth
inning.

Haney struck out the next
three batters and the Colts
weren’t able to score in the
bottom of the sixth, which led
to the exciting final inning.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS

&«

$1200/week

207-607-9333

FIVE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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IN THE CITY

CHICOPEE SCHOOLS
from page 1

adopted Strategic Plan 2025
— 2030, which was built from
over 100 hours of communi-
ty conversations, more than
2,000 survey responses and
the efforts of a steering com-
mittee that met throughout
the 2024-2025 school year.
“Through a lot of con-
versations, particularly with
school district and depart-
ment leaders, we have a little
update to some of the think-
ing around these priorities,”
Mazur said on May 6.
Throughout this current
school year, the team from
the Collaborative has worked
closely with principals, vice

principals and instructional
leadership personnel to bring
the priorities into their re-
spective school improvement
plans.

Every school has deter-
mined actions, all of which
are aligned to at least one of
the strategic plan priority ar-
eas. Leading indicators of
success and key performance
indicators are being evaluated
as well.

“Also, and this is a little
bit different for school dis-
trict improvement plans, but
for every action, your princi-
pals have articulated theories
of action. In other words,
they’ve said explicitly, ‘This
is how we think this initia-
tive...is supposed to work,””

Mazur said.

Mazur noted that embed-
ded throughout every action
are equity considerations, or
“thoughtful articulations of
how different subgroups of
students or different teachers
might need to have actions
differentiated or that we might
need to track differently.”

Questions about feasibil-
ity have also been attended to,
as the strategic plan priorities
acknowledge that no one staff
member or body can accom-
plish everything on their own.

Currently, eight schools
have begun to implement the
strategic plan priorities.

They include Barry Ele-
mentary, Belcher Elementary,
Bowie Elementary, Litwin El-

ementary, Stefanik Elementa-
ry, Streiber Elementary, Chi-
copee Academy and Dupont
Middle School.

Mazur said each school
has made progress with the
priorities.

Moving forward, several
developments are expected to
occur.

First, students at sever-
al elementary schools will
experience more structured,
welcoming arrival routines,
students across the district
will benefit from more engag-
ing small- and whole-group
instruction in classrooms,
students at secondary schools
will be given a greater voice
and across the district, rela-
tionships should strengthen

between students and staff.

Teachers should experi-
ence more frequent and fo-
cused feedback and support,
curriculum  implementation
supported by coaching and
peer support, structured col-
laboration time anchored in
student work and data and a
clearer connection between
school priorities and daily
practices.

Families are expected
to experience regular com-
munication celebrating their
child’s growth, more opportu-
nities to engage in school life
and a school day their child
finds more welcoming and
engaging.

“Back when we started
this work, and while we’re

still early in the life of this
strategic plan, what we’re
seeing is evidence of what
[district administrators] had
already articulated as an over-
arching goal — shared strategy
driving system change,” Ma-
zur said.

As momentum builds,
Mazur is confident that the
district is united in its vision
for the future.

“While we may be 15
schools across a very com-
plex district with different
cultures and different needs
and different challenges, our
efforts are coherent, and we
are all heading in the same di-
rection,” Mazur said.
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BARRY SCHOOL
from page 1

cerns addressed was Mayor
John Vieau, who explained
that public safety is and will
always be his number one
priority.

“Public safety is para-
mount to the success of our
community,” Vieau said. “I’'m
committed to it, and number
two, we’ve had pedestri-
an fatalities, and there were
people, some that I’ve never
known, and it’s very sad that
that has happened. And I can
assure you that as a person
who studied pedestrian safety
with the mayor’s innovation
project, I’ve been involved in
classes over many years, and
that our city is looking right
now at the Safe Streets for
All grant, which is looking
at a comprehensive approach
to keeping our community
safer. And one of the things
that works are street diets and
street calming projects, sig-
nals could be placed on the
entranceway into the school,
and roundabouts are 24/7.”

He added this.

“Roundabouts make you
pay attention, they create
natural gaps to allow traffic
out. I prefer a roundabout be-
cause we want to slow down
traffic every minute of the
day, and the closing point is
that roundabouts are going
to make you pay attention,
and we need to remember the
roundabout hasn’t been de-
signed yet. It’s still at a con-
ceptual point,” Vieau said.

The MSBA Lottery

Vieau then provided
a summary of how far the
project has come, citing that
currently, the project is now
residing in the schematic
design phase, which is pred-
icated on the commission
working in tandem with
the MSBA (Massachusetts
School Building Authority)
to develop a project scope
and budget agreement that
will eventually go before the
City Council for approval,
which is slated for this late
Fall.

He shared that the MSBA
has confirmed they will offer
Chicopee up to 80% reim-
bursement, which he deemed
“hitting the lottery” to assist
in the construction of the new
Barry School, estimated in
total to cost around $124 mil-
lion, based on results yielded
from the preliminary design
schematic report.

What happens
if the project fails

Vieau then shifted his
focus to providing a com-
parison in terms of how the

MSBA reimbursement pro-
cess works, citing that the
city has utilized the ‘lottery’
before, which resulted in the
construction of Chicopee
High and Chicopee Comp,
which are close to surpassing
the two-decade mark and, at
the time of construction, fell
into the 90% reimbursement
range provided by the MSBA,
to which the mayor described
as ‘state-of-the-art’ drawing
attention to the urgency and
grand opportunity the city is
being presented with.

“Barry is our worst ele-
mentary school. That’s a fact,
meaning we need to act now,”
Vieau said. “It’s built in tiers,
and has many challenges,
with the gym being on the
fourth floor, the elevator not
working, and the whole build-
ing filled with asbestos in the
ceilings and floors. There are
single-pane windows and no
air conditioning.”

Vieau also highlighted
the importance of the poten-
tial domino effect that could
manifest in the long run if the
project is struck down.

“And the reality is, if this
doesn’t go forward, then we
are kicked out of the MSBA
project. We get red-flagged,
and we get moved to the bot-
tom of the list,” Vieau said.
“We are then left with the
same scenario we are seven
years from now, where we
have 10 elementary schools
that are all going to need
to be replaced, once again
starting with Barry, and we
would be dealing with a 50%
net increase, if not more in
construction cost, and we
would have 0 new elemen-
tary schools, mechanically
speaking.”

Also detailing what’s
at stake currently was Barry
School principal Kate Lam-
bert.

“I’'m nervous if this
project fails, then where do
we go from here?” Lambert
said. “Because at this mo-
ment, there are 330 kids over
at Barry, and we’ve already
had to move some to other
schools because they can’t
access our gym. They can’t
access a lot of the classrooms
or the library, and so we’ve
had to send some of those
kids over to Fairview. So I'm
just nervous about what hap-
pens with those kids, because
if it doesn’t get approved,
then we go to the bottom.”

Following Lambert was
Adam Dalessio, Colliers
Project Leader (OPM), who
laid out a full, detailed expla-
nation in terms of how this
rejection would affect the city
financially.

“As far as an MSBA
standard, if any project that
doesn’t pass and it goes back
to the queue, the MSBA will
not pay for a second feasi-
bility study, so the money
that has been spent up to
this point, such as the design
fees, investigations, and all
of those other contributors
which reside under the um-
brella of the 80% reimburse-
ment rate, however if the city
goes back to the MSBA pro-
gram, that falls 100% back on
the city,” Dalessio said.

Offering final comment
on the lottery discussion was
Project Architect Bert Gard-
ner.

“It’s clear that this pro-
cess has been beneficial to
Chicopee as the city has been
able to construct and renovate
three schools in 23 years, and
you have to understand Bar-
ry could be the fourth, and
nonetheless, we are looking
at a really good opportuni-
ty present here,” Gardner
shared.

The Future
of Barry School

To note, as previously re-
ported, the decision to build
the new variation at Barry
was deemed by the commis-
sion, as they felt it was the
best choice given the existing
restrictions and challenges
of Article 97 concerns at the
Garrity Grove site, which led
to the Szetela location being
chosen. Gardner said that the
School Committee has been
in constant communication
in terms of the overall layout
and execution of the build-
ing, which they feel should
be predicated on the values of
being a place where students
want to be, a flexible building
that can be updated, a work-
place that empowers educa-
tors, and easy and equitable
community access.

“So, our task then is to
design a school where the
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architecture supports all of
those,” Gardner said. During
the presentation, it was also
revealed that the new Bar-
ry would feature all-new
geo-thermal HVAC  sys-
tems, triple-pane windows,
brand new amenities such as
a baseball diamond, soccer
fields, and would be entirely
ADA-compliant.
“Ultimately, the goal is
that this is a net-zero build-

 Produce
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HELP WANTED

ing, and looking at the or-
ganization of the school, it
has always been a priority
of the district to make sure
this school can be shared and
available to the community,”
Gardner said.
Next Steps Ahead

Gardner closed his pre-
sentation by sharing key
dates, such as the end of this
phase, being June 25, which
is the submission of the sche-

matic design to the MSBA
where they will then hold a
meeting on Aug. 26 to help
to draft an action plan, and an
overall scope of the project
which will then be pitched to
the City Council in the pur-
suit of seeking funding for
the project, slated to transpire
later this Fall.

The expected move-in
date for students is tentatively
set for Fall 2030.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD21P2140EA
Estate of:
Domingo Arocho
Date of Death: 09/10/2021
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Anna Arocho of Middletown,
NY requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Anna Arocho of Middletown,
NY be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/05/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 07, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
05/22/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD26P0978PM
In the matter of:
Jameson Matthew Campion
Of: Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT
(Person to be Protected/
Minor)
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT OF
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER

PROTECTIVE ORDER
PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
a petition has been filed by
Megan Campion of Chicopee,
MA in the above captioned
matter alleging that Jameson
Matthew Campion is in need of
a Conservator or other protective
order and requesting that Megan
Campion of Chicopee, MA (or
some other suitable person) be
appointed as Conservator to
serve Without Surety on the
bond.

The petition asks the court to
determine that the Respondent is
disabled, that a protective order
or appointment of a Conservator
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate.
The petition is on file with this
court.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before
10:00 a.m. on the return date of
06/15/2026. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by
the return date, action may be
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must file a
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 18, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
05/22/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HO26P1066EA
Estate of:
Josephine Hillios
Date of Death: 02/27/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Adju-
dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Tara
A. Paquette of Chicopee, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Tara A. Paquette of Chicopee,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/12/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 15, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
05/22/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on May 22nd,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisty our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2014 Jeep Cherokee

VIN: 1C4PJMBSOEW 156531
Douglas Berton Brown

51 Meadow Brook Rd., Apt. 119
Ellington, CT 06029

2020 Utility Trailer

VIN: 1UYVS2538L2606834
Dkp Transport Inc.

136 Diplomat Court Apt. 1
Beech Grove, IN 46107

2019 Volvo VN VNL

VIN: 4VANC9EH7KN208273
Preference Connect Llc

22 Elmwood Drive Fl. 2
Elmwood Park, NJ 07407

2008 Jeep Liberty

VIN: 1J8GN28K78W 144020
Andel Services LLC

23 S Whitney St., FL. 2
Hartford, Ct 06106

2008 BMW X5

VIN: 5UXFE43558L008503
Shakira Valentin

24 Hampden St.

Westfield, MA 01085

2014 Ford Focus

VIN: 1IFADP3F27EL257207
Sheryl Rios Cruz

167 Fort Pleasant Ave.
Springfield, MA 01108

2006 Kia Sorento

VIN: KNDJD733965576088
Diana Guevara

1387 Bay St.

Springfield, MA 01109

2004 Honda Accord

Sluchs

MEMORIALS

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

VIN: THGCMS56304A022209
Lyzander Rodriguez
63 Standish St., Fl. 1
Hartford, CT 016114

2016 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1AB7AP4GL677927
Mark Buchanan

60 Charlton St. #403
Southbridge, MA 01550

2001 Mercury Grand Marquis
VIN: 2MEFM75W91X658907
Taha Huggins

111 Edmund St.

Chicopee, MA 01020

2009 Subaru Legacy

VIN: 4S3BL626297216425
Luis Gonzalez Figueroa
350 West St., Lot 8
Ludlow, MA 01056

05/08, 05/15, 05/22/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on May 29th,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2014 Kia Sorento

VIN: 5XYKWDA7XEG537261
Ana Carmo

42 Stadden St. 2

Providence, RI, 02907

2016 Nissan Sentra

VIN: 3N1AB7AP8GY270793
Thor Burlaka

49 Katherine St., Apt. L
Westfield, MA 01085

2013 Ram 2500

VIN: 3C6URSHLODG546194
Robert Porazzo

50 Atwood Ave.

Middleboro, MA 02346

2008 Honda Accord

VIN: ITHGCP26818A088856
Richard Boss

255 Pearl St.

Attleboro, MA 02703

2010 Subaru Legacy

VIN: 4S3BMBC65A3234174
Edwin Aganyoh

394 Chicopee St.

Chicopee, MA 01013

2017 Subaru Legacy

vin: 4s3bnac66h3020795
Marcus Shelton

23 Cleveland St.

Feeding Hills, MA 01030

2015 Land Rover Range Rover
VIN: SALWR2VF6FA605211
Alvin Carmona

40 Childs St., Apt. 1

Lynn, Ma 01905

1994 International 4000

VIN: IHTSDPPN7RH564754
Agape Trucking

46 Berrios Hill Rd.

Windsor, CT 06095

2001 Gmce Sierra 2500

VIN: 1GTHK29U61E294894
Pionner Valley Handyman And
Fence Inc.

17 Stearns Ter.

Chicopee, MA 01013

2008 Dodge Caliber
vin: 1b3hb28b68d646597
Unknown Owner.

2011 Honda Odyssey

VIN: 5SFNRL5H67BB077358
Edgar Medina-Rodriguez

47 North Canal St.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2000 Gmc Sierra 1500

VIN: 1GTEK14T7YZ107810
Robert Ruiz

245 Fairview Ave.

Chicopee, MA 01013

2007 Chrysler Pacifica

VIN: 2A8GF68X47R286123
Aluishka Flores Arroyo

1528 Morgan Rd.

West Springfied, MA 01089
05/15, 05/22, 05/29/2026

SALE OF MOTOR
VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on June 5th,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2017 Porsche Cayenne

VIN: WP1AB2A25HLAS53067
Sarpong, Patrick Ankrah

31 Kevin Dr.

Vernon Rockville, CT 06066

2009 Pontiac G6

VIN: 1G2ZJ57B494243684
Kathleen Rogers

32 1/2 Oak St., Apt. 8
Indian Orchard, MA 01151

2009 Nissan Rogue

VIN: INSAS58V49W 177709
Carmen Sylvia Sanchez

25 Emerald St., FI 2nd
Chicopee, MA 01013

1989 Harley XLH 883

VIN: 1THD4CAM14KY116211
Tracy Prince

100 Heritage Green Dr., Apt. 311
Fiskdale, MA 01518

2001 Chevrolet Prizm

VIN: 1Y1SK5284172404897
Brenda Heap

174 Patricia Circle
Springfield, MA 01119

2019 Subaru Crosstrek

VIN: JF2GTAAC9KH205620
Tatyana Frid

55 Emerson St.

Wakefield, MA 01880

2005 Chysler Sebring

VIN: 1C3EL65R95N568186
Joan Reyes Rivera

42 Waltham Ave., Bldg 415
Springfield, MA 01109

2006 Nissan Murano

VIN: INSAZO8W86W539365
Ashley Wilson

153 Lamplighter Ln.
Springfield, MA 01119

2008 Volkswagen Jetta

VIN: 3VWRIJ71K18M135815
Colby Maynard

3404 Davie Rd., Apt. 403
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33314

2005 Chevrolet Impala

VIN: 2G1WF52E559217032
Justin Foley

54 Garden St.

West Springfield, MA 01089

2006 Honda Civic

VIN: 2HGFG11816H565346
Howard Johnson

29 E Chester St.

Kingston, Ny 12401

2011 Chevrolet Malibu
VIN: 1G1ZC5E18BF385300
Arielle Miner

110 Lakeshore Dr.
Winchendon, MA 01475

2019 Hyundai Translead
VIN: 3H3V532L0LR441764
Amazon Logistics Inc.

4255 Anson Blvd.
Whitestown, IN 46075

2003 Toyota Corolla

VIN: 2T1BR32E13C103270
Sarah Cruz Estrada

25 High Street, Apt. 211
Springfield, MA 01109
05/22, 05/29, 06/05/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0931EA
Estate of:

Harriet Nathalie Jodoin
Also known as:
Harriet N Jodoin
Date of Death: 11/29/2025

CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Monica A Gubala
of Wilbraham, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Monica A Gubala of Wilbra-
ham, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/01/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 01, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
05/22/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P098SEA
Estate of:
George J Tarnowski
Date of Death: 12/23/2023
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Carol Tar-
nowski of Aurora, OH.

Carol Tarnowski of Aurora,
OH has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative
of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

05/22/2026
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Chicopee Register

OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

HARMON PELLET STOVE MODEL
XXV. Like new condition, dark maroon

enamel. $2750. 413-848-2298.

TAG SALE

BARN SALE
Goss Hill Road, Worthington.
Fri., May 22-Sat., May 23
9am-5pm. Many vintage items, prints,
collectibles, small furniture and quilts.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work.
Fully insured. All work fully guaranteed.
Free estimates. Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147
LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xx%xxx & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming,
pruning, design, deliveries,
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to il
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow
your own. Call for appointment, fair and
reasonable rates. Suburban residential
only. 413-626-1927.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing  Drywall ¢
Painting « & more!

(413) 687-5552/

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

m 50,500
S

Elia- 2
Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

\-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 | 2 | 28 | 24 e
25 Beeznso | 26 Bestzaoe | 27 Betzosa| 28 Bees000
29 Beesanse | 30 Bosarne| 31 Bessio| 32 B a0
33 Beetmsa | 34 Besaan | 39 Beetssa| 36 B sao0
37 Begaamn | 38 Besian | 39 B | 40 B a0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

BRINFELD

" M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service.
Free estimates. Fully insured.
Call Joe Sablack
413-436-9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
LENGTH 33; 2 SLIDE-OUTS,
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD -(413)374-1880

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED:
PAINTING, CLEAN-UP.
413-297-1513, LES.

HOUSE CLEANER
POSITION AVAILABLE!
Established company, flexible schedule,
competitive wages, supportive team, re-
spectful clients! Work around college class-
es or meeting the bus! Call today to see if
we are the right fit for you! We are eager to

have you join our Team!
413-267-4297 or 413-695-8087.

LABORERS AND HEAVY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Positions available with local work. Proper
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate

with experience. Transportation required.
Email:

bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com

with your resume and for more information.

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

15 MAPLE ST., BROOKFIELD.
Available June 1. Unit 2, 2 bedroom, 1 bath,
fenced vyard, washer/dryer/dishwasher.
Country style kitchen cabinets, quiet lo-
cation. $1500/mo. First/last/security. Good
credit 700+.

Stone Group Realty 774-262-6667.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

WALES: SECOND FLOOR ROOM
RENTAL. $750 per week, no pets, no vis-
itors, non-smokers. Lease month to month.
References required. First/last. 508-344-
0732,

|_FORRENT |
a

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393
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= Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Spring is Here! =

b
4

Give us a call today

for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by o
a ISA certified arborist |, &

”:&‘.‘ 1k

i

|
'

dlandgtree.com
INSURED AND CERTIFIED




