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Police Department promotes bike 
safety at Bike Rodeo event

The event took place at 
Williams Park 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Residents 
visited Williams Park from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on May 27 for 
the police department’s Bike 
Rodeo event. 

The event promoted bike 
safety with stations for bike 
registration, bike inspections 
with Bob “The Bike Man” 
Charland from Pedal Through 
Youth, helmet fittings and an 
obstacle course to practice rid-
ing safely on the roads. 

After completing the sta-
tions, residents received a bike 
headlight and taillight and free 
ice cream from the police de-
partment’s new ice cream truck. 

Public Information Officer 
Travis Odiorne explained how 
the event came together, adding 
he hopes to have more stations 
in the future. 

“Other departments were 
doing it, and I said to the chief 
last year, ‘I think this is a great 
idea. We should get involved 
with doing it,’” Odiorne said. 
“This year, our Department of 
Public Works actually made 
us a stoplight which it’s re-
mote-control so the kids can 
utilize that. So every year we’re 

going to build it out a little bit 
more.” 

Odiorne wants to make 
sure residents are aware of 
children riding bikes on the 
roads with school ending soon. 
Events like this and the upcom-
ing National Night Out on Aug. 

7 also provide education and 
the chance to meet officers. 

“It also gives them an op-
portunity to see us outside of 
regular day-to-day operations. 
They can come and have fun 
with us here. We got our bike 
guys out. They’re going to ride 

the course with them,” Odiorne 
said. “It shows the kids we’re 
approachable as people, not just 
law enforcement.” 

Officer David Rivera is the 
commander of bikes. He said 

SSG Belanger, Army, receives 
2023 Charles H. Tracy Award

STAFF PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Aviah, Officer Stephanie Paquin, School Resource Officer Mark Hammon, Captain Holly Cote and Hunter 
Davis take a photo with a Chicopee Police Department bike during the Bike Rodeo event at Williams 
Park.
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Memorial Day ceremony held 
at Veterans Memorial Plaza

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE – May 29 
was a day of reverence and 
reflection, as the city gathered 
at Veterans Memorial Plaza to 
celebrate all Chicopee service 
members who lost their lives 
in the line of duty. 

Elected officials, city 
employees and local veterans 
spoke during the short Memo-
rial Day ceremony in the plaza 
off of Front Street. Following 
the event, Mayor John Vieau 
praised those who attended 
and spoke on the day’s ex-

traordinary meaning. 
“It’s a beautiful day in 

Chicopee with a great turnout, 
and it just shows how veter-
an-proud this city is. They 
came out for Memorial Day to 
hear about and celebrate those 
who made the ultimate sacri-
fice. It was emotional and it 
was incredible,” Vieau said.  

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga 
(D-Chicopee) is a well-trav-
eled Air Force veteran and 
noted that not every city and 
town recognizes their military 
members and veterans the way 
that Chicopee does. She said 

60

CELEBRATING

TURLEY PUBLICATIO
N

Syears

STAFF PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI

Students from Chicopee High School’s JROTC program participat-
ed in the Memorial Day ceremony. 

Belanger honored for 
his military service and 
dedication to veterans

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The com-
munity gathered at City Hall 
auditorium on May 25 for the 
2023 Charles H. Tracy Award 
ceremony for Veteran of the 
Year.

The recipient is SSG Bri-
an Belanger, Army, who served 
from 1985 to 2007. 

Belanger served at Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina with 
the 612 Quartermaster Air-
borne Unit, was stationed at 
Westover Air Force Base and 
activated with the 167 CSG out 
of Londonderry, NH. 

He also served in Iraq from 
November 2003 to March 2005 
and has been the commander at 

See MEMORIAL DAY page 9

See BIKE RODEO page 6

STAFF PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

The Chicopee High School AFJROTC holds the Presentation of the 
Colors as Mayor John Vieau and Jacqueline Lynch, vice president of 
the Chicopee Historical Society stand at attention during the 2023 
Charles H. Tracy Veteran of the Year Ceremony in City Hall auditorium. 
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IN THE CITY
Chicopee remembers fallen Vietnam service
members in candlelight ceremony
The ceremony took place at 
Vietnam Veterans’ 
Memorial Park

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Residents gathered 
at Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Park on 
May 28 for a candlelight ceremony hon-
oring fallen Vietnam service members. 

Delfo Barabani, Jr. was the master of 
ceremonies. 

The Chicopee High School Air Force 
Junior ROTC presented the colors, with 
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 
111 members Frank Kolek leading the 
invocation and Larry White singing the 
National Anthem. 

The poems “America” and “Hello 
David” were read by Larry White and 
Susan Zajchowski, respectively, while 
David Chapdelaine read the names of de-
ceased chapter members.

The members also read the names of 
service members missing in action, light-
ing candles in their memory. 

Additionally, they assisted Gold Star 
Families in lighting candles at the Memo-
rial Columns, representing the 15 Viet-
nam War service members from Chicopee 
who never returned home. 

Mayor John Vieau and Director of 
Veterans Services Stephanie Shaw laid 
the wreath. 

Vieau thanked the organization and 
Gold Star Families in his remarks. 

“I know how important this ceremo-
ny is to you and it is to your families and 
to your friends. Chicopee will never for-
get,” Vieau said. 

He then read “To the Vietnam Veter-
an,” ending with this. 

“To those 15 who never made it 
home, we honor you today and as a city, 
we mourn and remember and celebrate,” 
Vieau said. 

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chi-
copee), an Air Force Veteran, said the 
state legislators are here to support the 
families. 

“Our deepest gratitude is with you 
today and always,” Arriaga said. “What 
you’ve done and what your family has 

done for our country will never be forgot-
ten.” 

State Sen. Jacob Oliveira (D-Spring-
field) said the city “always does the most 
to recognize and pay tribute to our ser-
vicemen and women.” 

“When we stand at this beautiful me-
morial and see the pillars of the 15 ser-
vicemen who are from Chicopee, who 
never made it home from the War in Viet-
nam, we pay tribute to each and every one 
of those individuals with their faces and 
the plaques that are on each of these col-
umns,” Oliveira said. 

Oliveira said the state legislature 
works to ensure recognition of service 
members and provide services and sup-
port to Gold Star Families. 

He reflected on the loss of his friend, 
Sgt. Joshua Desforges, who was killed in 
Afghanistan. 

“I’ll always remember Josh on this 
weekend and every day, but we need to 
do everything we can to support those 
families and pay tribute to those who 
have given so much for our nation,” Ol-
iveira said.

State Sen. John Velis (D-Westfield) 
reflected on his service and a conversa-
tion with a Vietnam Veteran at an event in 

Westfield, who was spit at after returning 
home. 

Velis said he will always say this 
when asked to talk about Vietnam. 

“One of, if not one of the biggest 
black marks on this nation’s history will 
be the way Vietnam Veterans were treated 
upon their returns. An absolute disgrace,” 
Velis said. 

Velis shared of when he was greeted 
by 200 Vietnam Veterans extending their 
hands, saying, “Welcome home,” during 
his 2018 deployment.

“They said, ‘Alright, you know what 
we’re going to make sure? We’re going to 
make sure not a single veteran ever has 
to go through that again,’” Velis said. “To 
every Vietnam Veteran here, I got two 
words for you: welcome home.”

Anthony Stratford served in the Army 
for 12 years and was later a firefighter. 

He had this message for residents.
“Remember Memorial Day. It’s to 

honor us veterans and honor people who 
served our country,” Stratford said. 

The ceremony concluded with a rifle 
salute by the Vietnam Veterans of Ameri-
ca Chapter 111 led by Commander Josh 
Morin and the performance of “Taps” by 
Robert Zukanskas. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

(L to R) State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), State Sen. John Velis (D-Westfield), State 
Sen. Jacob Oliveira (D-Springfield), Director of Veterans Services Stephanie Shaw and 
Mayor John Vieau reflect as Susan Zajchowski reads the poem “Hello David” during the 
Memorial Day Commemorative Ceremony at Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Park.

A close-up of the lit candles in memory 
of those missing in action during the Me-
morial Day Commemorative Ceremony at 
Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Park. 

L to R) Director of Veterans Services Steph-
anie Shaw and Mayor John Vieau lay the 
wreath during the Memorial Day Commem-
orative Ceremony at Vietnam Veterans’ 
Memorial Park. 
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RiverMills honors veterans with Military Appreciation Breakfast 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The senior center hon-
ored veterans and their families on May 31 
with a Military Appreciation Breakfast. 

Private Walter Stec served three years 
during the Cold and Korean Wars in Ger-
many with the Second Army Division. 

“I had a few scares when I was over 
there, but nothing came of it,” Stec said.

Stec was in college when he decided 
to serve. 

“The GI Bill was just going to run out. 
The draft was still in effect, so I enlisted to 
beat the draft,” Stec said. 

Stec thanked the senior center for 
holding the event, adding he comes regu-
larly with his wife, Phyllis. 

“I’m very appreciative and I think 
they’re doing a wonderful job for the vet-
erans here and elsewhere,” Stec said. 

Stec also appreciates the resources 
and programs. 

“As I said, I’m very appreciative. In 
my old age, I’m getting some benefits that 
I never knew I was able to,” Stec said.

Stec also meets with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs in Leeds and on Pond 
Street in Springfield and reaches out to the 
city’s Department of Veterans Services Di-
rector Stephanie Shaw. 

“She’s very helpful and doing a good 
job. I intend to see her this week to ask a 
few questions,” Stec said.

Stec appreciates people thanking him 
for his service. 

“I never knew what to answer to that. 
One of the guys on Fox said, ‘When some-
body says, ‘thank you for your service,’ 
just say ‘thank you for being worthy of my 
service,’ so that’s what I say to them,” Stec 
said. 

Martha Slowik has family members 
who served, including her father and an 
uncle. Another uncle is missing in action. 

Slowik was thankful the event hon-
ored veterans. 

“I think it’s great because without 
them we wouldn’t be here,” Slowik said.

Slowik also praised the senior center 
for its friendly staff and patrons and for 
helping veterans find support. 

“They support everything the people 
around here do, and it’s a nice place to 
come,” Slowik said. 

Program Coordinator Casey Conroy 
was happy with the opportunity to honor 

veterans and active service members. 
“We have a lot of veterans that come 

into the senior center, so it’s a way that we 
can say thank you to them,” Conroy said. 

Conroy explained the senior center 
provides resources for veterans including 
the Veteran’s Voice Group, held the last 
Wednesday of every month at 1 p.m. and 
connecting people with the Department of 
Veterans Services.

Additionally, the Veterans Video His-
tory Project interviews veterans for video 
preservation in the Library of Congress 
and the National Archives. 

She added the senior center is “always 
here” for the veterans.

“If they’re a veteran and they’re look-
ing for veterans services, we can definitely 
try to get them the correct resources and 
get them to where they need to be if they 
have any questions,” Conroy said. “The 

Department of Veterans Services here in 
Chicopee is great. The staff there is fan-
tastic if veterans need assistance with 
anything or just have questions in general 
about what their benefits are or if they need 
anything.” 

Conroy had this message for our vet-
erans. 

“Thank you for your service,” Conroy 
said. “Again, we can just say thank you 
and thank you to the ones that we have 
lost. They made that ultimate sacrifice and 
we’re here today because of that.” 

Slowik had this message for the com-
munity: remember and thank veterans. 

“Don’t forget our troops. They’re still 
over there fighting for us every day,” Slow-
ik said. “Even if you have to say a little 
prayer for them every night. Just make 
sure you take care of them. Thank you to 
them.” 

(L to R) Martha Slowik, Linda Gauthier, Marine Corp Vietnam Veteran Sgt. 
Steve Tanhauser, Coast Guard EN2 Veteran Dave Patrie, Linda Gagnon 
and Betty Patrie pose for a group photo during the Military Appreciation 
Breakfast at RiverMills Senior Center. 

 Staff photos by Kristin Rivers 

(L to R) James Waskiewicz, Phyllis Stec, Korean War Veteran Private Walter Stec, Laura Dubreuil and Steve 
Dubreuil enjoy company and a great breakfast during the Military Appreciation Breakfast at RiverMills 
Senior Center.

Navy Veteran Richard Salvas and Christine 
Rumanowski had a wonderful time at the 
Military Appreciation Breakfast at River-
Mills Senior Center. 

 Seniors, including veterans and families, enjoy a great meal and conversation during the 
Military Appreciation Breakfast at RiverMills Senior Center.

Upcoming events at the Chicopee Public Library
CHCOPEE – The following events 

will occur at the Chicopee Public Library 
at 449 Front St. 

Tuesday, June 6 at 3 p.m.  Assis-
tive Technology  - If you, or someone 
you know has low vision or is blind, 
join us to learn technology skills that 
will help you navigate computers, tab-
lets or phones better. Computers in the 
lab have Fusion (JAWS & Zoom Text) 
Software. This class is taught by Chi-
copee resident Robert Baran, M.Ed. 
    Wednesday, June 7, 14, 21, 28 at 6 
p.m. Evening Yoga - Yoga classes with 
Carolyn Ruszala will be held on Wednes-
day evenings from 6-7pm. Class will be 
held outside behind the library if weather 
permits and in the Community Room if 
needed. Please have the following props 
available for class: yoga mat or a blanket 
and strap or scarf. For more information, 
email or call the Reference Desk at cpl@
chicopeepubliclibrary.org and 594-1800 
x3.This program is sponsored in part by 
the Friends of the Chicopee Public Li-
brary.

Thursday, June 8, 15, 22, 29 at 
6-6:45 p.m. ASL Class - The Library 
is offering a beginning, four-week ASL 
Class for adults. The Class will be taught 
by SIGNING Basics from Springfield. 

Registration is required. 
Call the library at 413-594-1800x3 

or email us at cpl@chicopeepubliclibrary.
org to register or for more information.

Wednesday, June 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
Understanding  Alzheimer’s and De-
mentia  = oin us at the Chicopee Public 
Library for a FREE presentation about 
the differences between Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and dementia presented by the Alz-
heimer’s Association. This talk will cover 
the early warning signs of dementia, risk 
factors, the importance of early detection, 
and local resources. All are welcome!

Tuesday, June 20 at 6:30 p.m. Poet-
ry and the Spoken Word - Do you write 
poetry? Do you love the spoken word? 
The Chicopee Public Library is starting up 
a new program on the third Tuesday of ev-
ery month, “Poetry and the Spoken Word” 
with local poet, Mary Jennings. Our next 
meeting is June 20.  Sign-ups will begin at 
6:30 p.m. and the program will begin at 7 
p.m. Come join us to share your favorite 
poems, do a dramatic reading, share a fa-
vorite monologue or just listen. 

Teens (16+) and adults are welcome. 
This program is supported by the Chicop-
ee Cultural Council, a local agency, which 
is supported by the MA Cultural Council, 
a state agency. 
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Sandhill crane

I received an email from an Oakham res-
ident last week, who had “three very raucous 
sandhill cranes” fly past his house, heading 
northeast.

He said he went to a web site to verify 
their call and he included the link in his email.  
To hear sandhill cranes visit https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=DYnHl9MqkE0.

The sandhill crane is a 45 inches tall her-
on like bird. It is gray with a dark red patch on 
its forehead and a black bill. Some feathers on 
the back and wings are rusty-colored, possibly 
due to staining while preening from iron rich 
mud on its bill. They feed by picking or prob-
ing with the bill and eating weeds, agricultural 
grains and small animals. 

A pair of sandhill cranes have nested in 
Hardwick for several years and successfully 
raised young. The cranes the Oakham resident 
heard flying over might be those. 

The sandhill crane makes a mound like 
nest of arch plants, grasses and weeds placed 
on the ground or in shallow water. The female 
lays one to three olive eggs with dark marks. 
There call is a low pitched “karoooo, karoooo 
karoooo.” Courtship displays are often seen 
during migration and involve graceful jumps 
off the ground in a dance like manner.

Years ago, a Barre resident saw a pair do-
ing their courtship antics while they were in a 
field in Barre. This was years before the nest-
ing pair appeared in Hardwick, so I assume 
they were in route to their summer breeding 
grounds further north. 

Sandhill cranes form huge flocks in win-
ter and during migration. They are often seen 
in agricultural fields and roost at night in the 
center of shallow lakes or large shallow rivers.

Nesting bluebirds
An Oakham resident said she has nesting 

bluebirds again this year. She said usually the 
bluebirds and swallows squabble over the nest 
box, but she has not seen the swallows this 
year. She was wondering if anyone else has 
seen swallows. 

I have seen them in my hayfield and I also 
saw some flying over Long Pond in Rutland.

Nesting ospreys
I received another email this week about 

the nesting pair of ospreys in Wilbraham. He 
said the pair were on or near the nest. If the 
eggs hatched, the young were too small to be 
seen. He will make a return trip later. 

In a previous column he said for anyone 
wanting to go see this nest the best place to 
view the nest is from the Wilbraham Senior 
Center parking lot and park on the side of the 
lot facing the playing fields. There are stick 
nests on three light poles.

Hummingbirds
An Oakham couple reported lots of hum-

mingbirds at their feeder. They keep busy filling 
the nectar feeders. People may make their own 
nectar by adding 1/4 cup white sugar to 1 cup 
water and bring to a boil. I make extra nectar, 
which I keep in the refrigerator. It will keep up 
to a week, but I am refilling every two to three 
days so it never gets past the one week mark.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Lots of blue options 
for the spring border

I got so excited the other day.  
I was walking around my backyard and 

came upon a flower I had never seen before. 
Where did it come from and what is it?  

After a little bit of research, I found out 
that it is named Blue-eye Grass or Sisyrinchi-
num.  It is very diminutive, looking like a 
miniature purple-blue iris, with sword-like 
leaves and all.  

Its size would make it perfect for a rock 
garden or alpine plant garden.  

I promptly moved it out of the way of the 
weed whacker to join some other blue flow-
ers that are in bloom in one of my gardens, 
taking their place in the front of the border. 
During late spring, blue flowers abound. 

In fact, you could easily design a mono-
chromatic scheme using just cool tones for a 
late spring symphony!  

Here are some of my favorites: For the 
back of the border, try Amsonia tabernae-
montana.  This native plant is topped with 
clusters of pale blue flowers, each one open-
ing to form a tiny star, hence its common 
name, blue star.  

Growing to around three feet tall and not 
quite as wide, Amsonia almost qualifies for 
“specimen” status, although it is not as showy 
as other specimens like Peony or Dictamus.  

Only one plant is necessary per group-
ing in full sun or part shade.  In my garden 
it self sows, but not so much to make itself a 
nuisance.   

Sadly, the plant blooms for only a short 
while but makes a nice statement when it 
does.  Make sure you choose your forever lo-
cation wisely.  

I need to move mine and with a crown 
two feet by two feet, it won’t be easy.

Another plant best suited for the back 
row of the perennial garden is Baptisia aus-
tralis, or false indigo.  

Gray-green foliage is pretty in its 
own right, until you see the beautiful deep 
blue-purple pea-like flower spikes emerge in 
mid June. Easily four feet tall and three feet 
wide, Baptisia is a nice specimen perennial - 

one plant is certainly enough per grouping. 
The size of the plant you purchase may 

lead you to think otherwise, though, since 
transplants are usually puny and take a cou-
ple of seasons to establish.  

Site false indigo in full sun or part shade 
in rich soil. Refrain from moving the plant 
once it reaches full size or its deep tap root 
may be compromised.  

Blackish seed pods are hardly decorative 
on the plant, but do look nice in autumn dec-
orations.

One of my favorite blue flowers is Aq-
uilegia vulgaris.  Although there are many 
cultivars of garden columbine, we grow the 
species variety at Old Sturbridge Village.  

It can be found in white, pink, maroon, 
purple, blue and almost black. Ours tend to 
be mostly blue in a hue hard to describe - per-
haps more royal blue than purple-blue.  

If the color is hard to describe, the flower 
shape is even more difficult- maybe some-
thing along the lines of nodding bells with 
reflexed sepals?  

Lobed leaves are another attractive fea-
ture of this plant, although vigilance against 
the dreaded leaf miner is a must in order to 
keep it looking good.  Here too, full sun or 
part shade will grow decent two foot to two-
and- a-half foot whispyish plants- a size per-
fect for the middle row of the border.

Mountain bluet, or perennial bachelor 
button, as it is sometimes called, is one of my 
most treasured perennials.  

There is nothing rare about Centaurea 
montana, or even all that unique about it. I 
just plain like its oversized cornflowers and 
their lovely true blue shade. 

At eighteen inches tall it is another plant 
best suited to the middle row of the garden. 
Plant in full sun or slight shade for best re-
sults.  Cut back after it is done flowering for a 
chance at late season rebloom.  

Jacob’s ladder, Polemonium caeruleum, 
is another of my favorite blue perennials. Its 
pinnately compound leaves surely resemble 
a ladder, hence the Biblical reference, but 
it is best known for its pretty cup shaped, 
light blue flowers that hang from multi stems 
growing 18 inches to 2 feet tall and blooming 
in May in part shade locations.  

Have fun playing with blue hues this 
spring. By high summer blue will be few and 
far between in the landscape.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  
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To honor Sarah’s passion and 
commitment to achieving 
excellence, PNCU will be 

closing at 3:00 PM on 
Wednesday, June 14, 2023

to celebrate.

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

VP, Marketing

EQUAL HOUSING
L E N D E R

MEMBER
MASSACHUSETTS CREDIT UNION

INSURED
SAVINGS

SHARE INSURANCE CORPORATION
Shares and Deposits in excess of NCUA are fully insured by MSIC.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NMLS #439259

Congrat ul at ions!

‘Mild’ winter costs Chicopee approximately $1 million
City Hall repairs approved; 
police to receive new 
bulletproof vests

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE – City Council unan-
imously approved an appropriation of 
$390,929 for snow and ice removal follow-
ing a winter without significant snowfall. 

The city already budgeted $100,000 
for snow and ice removal, and the money 
approved on May 17 adds to the winter ex-
penditures, which Ward 3 Councilor Del-
marina López laid out. 

“For the public, the total (snow and 
ice removal) expenditure is $490,929, and 
then private plowers were $83,480. Over-
time was $93,911 and salt was $313,537,” 
López said. 

Mayor John Vieau praised the De-
partment of Public Works for its effort this 

winter. Even though it wasn’t the most chal-
lenging winter on record, he’s pleased with 
their performance during the cold season. 

“We were very fortunate to have a 
pretty mild winter. I know that Chicopee 
takes a lot of pride from a DPW standpoint, 
and our residents expect our roads to be 
(cleared) during snow storms,” Vieau said. 
“Our team did a fantastic job. I received a 
lot of good feedback this year on how we 
handled snow and ice throughout the city 
of Chicopee.” 

DPW Superintendent Liz Bautista 
agreed, saying “it was a mild winter so it 
was nice.” 

López said it was important to list the 
expenditures because of questions she was 
asked during and following the winter, es-
pecially regarding private plowers. 

“I’ve gotten those questions like, ‘Are 
there enough plows out there?’ And yes, 
there’s a lot of private plows. We engage 
with half of the money we’re spending here 
on private plows,” she said. 

City Council also unanimously ap-

proved an appropriation of $56,000 to the 
City Hall Maintenance Account for Special 
Services in hopes that it will cover the re-
maining month of Fiscal Year 2023, which 
ends June 30. 

Director of Facilities Dave Rice is con-
fident the money will get the city through 
June and spoke on what it will be used for. 

“A lot of the expenses I have are in-
spections the buildings, the electric bills, 
the water bills, the gas bill, unexpected 
repair costs, stuff like that. The electric is 
the majority of what this money is going 
toward because we cover the electric for 
the City Hall building and the Public Safety 
Complex. It comes out of my budget,” Rice 
said. 

City Council President Frank La-
flamme acknowledged problems with the 
air conditioning in the City Hall annex 
building. He said that there is a possibility 
that City Council could have to appropriate 
more money to the fund before the fiscal 
year ends. 

“As everybody knows, the price of ev-

erything has doubled for parts. I know Dave 
right now is working on the annex building 
right now with the air conditioning, babysit-
ting it right now until we get the parts and 
someone in to repair it,” Laflamme said. 

In another motion, $5,000 was appro-
priated to the police department to fund the 
purchase of 22 new bulletproof vests. Sev-
eral of Chicopee’s C3 officers were on hand 
to display the old and new vests. 

“They’re expiring over the year so 
we’re trying to get ahead of it, and we use 
the money to pay for them up front, and 
then we get state and federal grants to cover 
the costs. We apply for the grants and usual-
ly they cover them, but it’s not a guarantee,” 
Police Capt. Holly Cote said. 

López said the city is happy to cov-
er the funding, even if state money is not 
available.

“I’d like to thank you for using grants. 
I think that this is a small price to pay to 
make sure our officers don’t get shot and 
killed in the streets. I’m happy to expend it 
even if we don’t get grants,” she said.

Chicopee Pride Fest 2023 to take place June 9
A celebration of identity, love 
and acceptance

CHICOPEE – The 2023 Chicopee 
Pride Fest will take place in Chicopee, rain 
or shine, on June 9 and June 10,. On Fri-
day, June 9 from 2:30-4:30 p.m., we will 
have the Pride Flag Raising, followed by an 
educational panel with a socially themed 
discussion at the Chicopee Public Library. 
The Pride Fest Celebration will take place 

on Saturday, June 10 from 3-9 p.m. at Szot 
Park. 

Our Pride Flag raising, the educational 
panel and our annual Pride celebration will 
provide the community with the opportuni-
ty to learn about the experiences of living 
as a member of the LGBTQ+ community, 
to learn about how to get involved in the 
civic actions in defense of the LGBTQ+ 
community and to celebrate Pride. During 
the Chicopee Pride Fest, guests will be able 
to browse various vendors, food trucks, 

games, informational tables, and enjoy our 
programmed entertainment. 

The first Chicopee Pride Fest origi-
nated three years ago by Johnny Miran-
da, under the sponsorship of the Chicopee 
Cultural Council and served as a beacon 
of hope. Each year brings new ideas, a re-
newed sense of acceptance and joy to the 
community. Currently the event is a collab-
orated effort incorporating a mesh of ideas, 
values and standards. The Chicopee Pride 
Fest planning Committee is an extension of 

the Chicopee Cultural Council. Members 
of such committee have worked tirelessly 
this year to ensure a safe and memorable 
experience, under the valued leadership of 
Emarie Leatherwood during the 2023 plan-
ning process. The event is funded by the 
Chicopee Cultural Council and the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council, and sponsored 
the City of Chicopee, and organizations 
like Baby Safe Haven, the Chicopee Public 
Library and Chicopee Police Department 
among others.
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18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

officers make sure they interact with chil-
dren and the community. 

“We interact and make sure they’re 
riding safe and make sure they know that 
we’re good guys. That’s the most import-
ant thing,” Rivera said. 

Rivera shared these safety tips.
“You got to make sure you’re riding 

safe, you have a helmet on all the time. 
Make sure you look around all your sur-
roundings, that’s the main thing. Don’t go 
into any busy roads. Try to stay residen-
tial,” Rivera said. 

Kristie Korash-Redmond heard about 
the event on the Chicopee Area Commu-
nity Forum on Facebook and came with 
her son, Lukas. He had a good experience 
meeting the officers and enjoyed the ob-
stacle course. 

“I think this is really cool. It’s just 
them showing kids how to be safe,” Ko-
rash-Remond said. “All of this is super 
important whether they’re walking or on 
their bike.” 

Korash-Remond appreciates the po-
lice department protecting everyone. 

“I always thought the police were 
wonderful and always have had every-

body’s safety first and foremost, and this 
is just another thing that proves they’re 
definitely here to help us and the chil-
dren,” Korash-Remond said. 

Charland loves working with all po-
lice departments for events as they pro-
mote healthy lifestyles, safety and posi-
tive law enforcement.

“We do tune-ups, we repair bikes, we 
also donate bikes while we’re here. A lot 
of the families that come in didn’t have 
any bikes at all so we donated bikes to 
them along with helmets. It’s a great thing 
during summer. We love doing it,” Char-
land said. 

Odiorne emphasized safety and 
heightened awareness in his message to 
families, given the rise in distracted driv-
ing. 

“Have the conversation with your 
kids. Be aware of your surroundings. 
Make sure your bike’s in good, opera-
ble condition before you’re going out to 
ride, and have the conversations about 
when you’re crossing the street, get off 
your bike and walk it across to make sure 
you don’t fall in the road,” Odiorne said. 
“You need to be more aware of the cars 
around you and not just assume they see 
you.” 

PNCU awards 2023 Employee of the Year to Sarah Mailhott
CHICOPEE – The Polish Nation-

al Credit Union will be closing early on 
Wednesday, June 14 to celebrate their 
employees. On Wednesday, June 14, all 
PNCU locations will be closing at 3 p.m., 
so employees may attend an Employee Ap-
preciation Event at Glendale Ridge Vine-
yard in Southampton. Sarah Mailhott, VP, 
Marketing will also receive honors, as she 
has been awarded 2023 Employee of the 
Year.

Sarah Mailhott, a graduate from the 
University of Hartford with a B.A. in 
Marketing and a minor in Psychology, 
joined the Polish National Credit Union 
in 2017 and under Mailhott’s leadership; 
PNCU has continued to deliver on the 
credit union’s marketing strategies and 
goals, while taking a firm stance on the 
thing she is most passionate about, giving 

back to the community.
As Vice President of 

Marketing, Mailhott heads 
PNCU’s Charitable Donations 
Committee and is the driving 
force behind many of PNCU’s 
community initiatives. She 
identifies ways PNCU can 
support the community and is 
responsible for a significant 
Charitable Donations budget. 
Beyond her experience and 
knowledge, most importantly, 
she gives her time. Mailhott serves as Co-
Chair for the Chicopee Department of Vet-
erans Services Advisory Board; currently 
serves on the Board (and is past Chair) of 
the Chicopee Boys & Girls Club; and past 
Board Member of Dakin Humane Society. 
In addition, Mailhott has held many com-

mittee positions on the Greater 
Chicopee Chamber of Com-
merce and was appointed by the 
Mayor to serve on the Chicopee 
Comprehensive Steering Com-
mittee; the first-ever, citywide 
comprehensive plan. 

Jim Kelly, President/ CEO 
said, “Mailhott is an accom-
plished individual and has even 
received a special recognition 
for her impressive leadership 
skills. In 2019, Mailhott was 

the Crash the GAC (Governmental Affairs 
Conference) recipient sponsored by the 
Credit Union National Association. She 
was the one individual selected from Mas-
sachusetts that CUNA recognized as an 
emerging credit union leader. In response 
to receiving this special recognition, Mail-

hott was invited to attend the GAC in 
Washington, D.C. She has also, just recent-
ly, received her GAIQ certification. We are 
very proud of all her accomplishments.”

Founded in 1921, Polish National 
Credit Union provides a full range of fi-
nancial services to individuals, families 
and businesses. The organization operates 
eight Western Mass branches plus a sat-
ellite office at Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School; PNCU Insurance Services, 
PNCU Financial Services; and a Commer-
cial Loan Office located at 94 Main Street 
in Westfield, MA.

Deposits are federally insured by the 
National Credit Union Administration 
(NCUA) and by the Massachusetts Cred-
it Union Share Insurance Corporation 
(MSIC). Polish National Credit Union’s 
NMLS number is 439259.

Sarah Mailhott

Sen. Jake Oliveira delivers first 
speech in the state senate 

BOSTON- On Weds. May 24, state 
Sen. Jake Oliveira delivered his first 
speech to the Massachusetts State Sen-
ate, eliciting a standing ovation from 
the Senate President and his colleagues 
in the general court. In his speech, after 
thanking the Senate President and those 
on the Senate Ways and Means Commit-
tee, Oliveira thanked his peers for their 
hard work “assembling a budget that will 
serve Massachusetts as equitably, inclu-
sively, and as far-reaching as possible.”   

Oliveira also took the opportuni-
ty to advocate for an increase in state 
spending for public libraries through 
an amendment he sponsored, Amend-
ment #688. The amendment seeks to 
increase funding and provide an addi-
tional $750,000 to increase state aid to 
regional public libraries. Oliveira said 
the funds would ensure that public li-
braries have the resources they need to 
protect themselves and their collections 
and services from the current culture war 
being waged against free thought and 
free speech across the country.    

Oliveira cited data from the Amer-
ican Library Association and the Pew 
Center for Research, which tracked 
thousands of challenges and bans to 
books across the country because they 
were either written by or featured people 
of color and LGBTQ+ individuals. Ol-

iveira described libraries and librarians 
as being “on the front line in the fight to 
protect diversity, inclusion, and accessi-
bility.”  

Oliveira also spoke on the various 
public library services provided to res-
idents across Massachusetts that would 
be protected by the increased spending 
and talked about the public libraries in 
his district and the many services they 
provide to residents. Such as English 
language courses, job training, and legal 
help. Oliveira also described how librar-
ies address the disparity in high-speed 
broadband access for lower-income fam-
ilies and provide equity to those families.    

“Public libraries are cultivators of 
equity and inclusion, they are the last 
true community centers that we have, 
and they are open to all.” Said Oliveira, 
as he stressed how the funding increase 
would promote more resource sharing 
and provide access for the smaller librar-
ies in Western Massachusetts that were 
particularly impacted by the pandemic.    

Oliveira finished his speech by call-
ing public libraries the “Heart of Amer-
ica” and implored his colleagues in the 
Senate to protect equity, inclusion, acces-
sibility, people of color, immigrants, and 
LGBTQ+ individuals by protecting pub-
lic libraries. A roll call vote then approved 
Oliveira’s amendment unanimously.  

COURTESY PHOTO

BIKE RODEO from page 1

L to R) Brooke, Lt. 
Ted Hitchcock, Avi-
ah and her father, 
Sgt. Al Blanken-
ship from the C-3 
Willimansett Unit, 
pose for a group 
photo at the bike 
registration table 
during the Bike 
Rodeo event at 
Williams Park. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY 
KRISTIN RIVERS

Lukas shows off his bike during 
the Bike Rodeo event at Williams 
Park. He had a lot of fun riding the 
obstacle course with other children 
and members of the Chicopee Police 
Department. 

(L to R) MaKenna gets her bike helmet fitted by 
Officer David Rivera, commander of bikes for 
the Chicopee Police Department, during the Bike 
Rodeo event at Williams Park.

Send your stories and photos to dzbierski@turley.com
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CHICOPEE – Last week, Chicopee 
Comprehensive boys volleyball learned it 
would be heading for the state tournament 
after finishing in the top 32 in the state. 
The Colts, who took on Belchertown in 
non-playoff action while awaiting the state 
tournament seeds, was not going to have 
to travel far for their first state tournament 
game. The Colts were scheduled to face 
Putnam Vocational on Wednesday night.

Colts qualify for state tournament

HOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Edrien Roman sweeps in an gets a bump.

Amani Mkambavange goes for a spike.

Noah Johnson winds up for a big hit.
Chase Murphy looks to send the ball over 
the net.

Pacers wrap up season
CHICOPEE – Last week, Chicopee boys volleyball had a 

non-playoff matchup with Sci-Tech to close out their season. The 
Pacers had a tough time, going 1-17 on the year. They gave the Cyber-
cats a great matchup, however, but fell in the fifth set for a 3-2 final.

WOBURN  –  Registration 
for the 41st  annual Bay State 
Summer Games is now open. 
The 2023 Summer Games will 
include thirty sports with com-
petitions from June 3 to July 
29 at venues throughout east-
ern and central Massachusetts 
including Game On in Fitch-
burg, Boston Sports Institute 
in Wellesley, Union Point 
Sports Complex in Weymouth, 
and New England Sports Cen-
ter in Marlborough. Bay State 
Games participants range 
in age from 5 to over age 75 
and represent more than 300 
Massachusetts communities 
as well as surrounding New 

England States in some sports. 
From grassroots participants 
to accomplished amateur ath-
letes, the Bay State Games 
provide opportunities for the 
athlete in all of us.

Eight high school show-
case sports will take place 
for a variety of sports, includ-
ing baseball, basketball, field 
hockey, ice hockey, lacrosse, 
soccer, softball, and volley-
ball. Athletes currently in 
grade 8-11 who live or go to 
school in Massachusetts are 
eligible to attend regional try-
outs during the month of June. 
These tryouts will determine 
teams representing the various 

regions of the Commonwealth 
that will compete against each 
other in July. Check each sport 
page for specific eligibility re-
quirements.

The Summer Games in-
clude a wide variety of indi-
vidual sports including swim-
ming, track & field, figure 
skating, pickleball, wrestling, 
weightlifting, archery, judo, 
badminton, and more. These 
sports are open to a wide 
range of ages and skill lev-
els from youth participants to 
masters-aged athletes. Adap-
tive sport divisions in archery, 

Jayden Rodriguez goes straight up 
with a set.

avid Gonzalez reacts to a serve 
with a bump.

PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

John Centeno sets the ball across 
the net.

Jeniel Nazario gets low for a 
bump.

Hall adds new lighting display
SPRINGFIELD – The Na-

ismith Basketball Hall of Fame 
announced a recent addition to 
the museum’s iconic exterior, a 
state-of-the-art LED projection 
lighting display. The dome, one 
of the city’s most prominent 
structures, will be lit up every 
night and will display an array 
of festive colors and patterns for 
holidays and events throughout 
the year.

“We’ve completed a major 
renovation on the inside of the 
Hall, and adding this dynamic 
lighting package to the build-
ing’s exterior demonstrates our 
ongoing commitment to beauti-
fying the property and enhancing 

the riverfront area,” said John L. 
Doleva, President and CEO of 
the Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame. “We couldn’t be more 
pleased with the result and to be 
able to help light Springfield’s 
night sky.”

In an effort to honor those 
who have sacrificed everything 
in service to the nation, the dome 
and building will be lit red, 
white, and blue this Memorial 
Day Weekend, May 25-29.

This summer, the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame will 
light the night to celebrate the 
winner of the NBA Finals, In-
dependence Day, Enshrinement 
Weekend, and more.

Registration open for 2023 Bay State Games

See BAY STATE GAMES page 8
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HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Paid CDL Training

We are looking for caring
individuals to provide safe
and efficient transportation on
our team of School Bus Drivers
serving the communities of
Agawam, East Longmeadow, 
Granville, Hampden, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Southwick, Tolland,
West Springfield and Wilbraham.

BENEFITS
• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account
 health care & dependent care

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 
 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s 

license for at
 least 3 years

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Apply online at LPVEC.org
Call 413-789-3291

In Person at 384 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam

swimming, and track & field are offered, 
as well. Bay State Games also organiz-
es tournaments for pre-existing teams in 
girls lacrosse, rugby, and 6v6 field hock-
ey.

The 2023 Summer Games will fea-
ture Game On in Fitchburg as the host 
venue for 8 sports. Bay State Games ex-
pects 1,500 athletes and their families to 
attend competitions at Game On during 
the second week of July. “We are excited 
to expand the roster of sports being held 
at Game On this year,” said Kevin Cum-
mings, Executive Director of the Bay 
State Games. “This state-of-the-art facil-
ity allows us to enhance the athlete and 
spectator experience and provide a true 
Olympic-style multi-sport atmosphere 
for our participants.”

An additional feature in 2023 is that 

in over a dozen sports, athletes who win a 
gold, silver, or bronze medal at the 2023 
Bay State Games will qualify to partici-
pate in the 2024 State Games of Amer-
ica in San Diego, California. The State 
Games of America feature more than 
8,000 athletes from over 30 different 
state games programs nationwide. To see 
the list of qualifying sports, please visit 
www.stategamesofamerica.com.

In addition to sports programming, 
Bay State Games offer college scholar-
ships, a sportsmanship initiative, college 
internship opportunities, and a High 
School Ambassador program.

For more information on all sports 
in the 2023 Summer Games, links to on-
line registration, and information on oth-
er programs, go to www.baystategames.
org.

For questions, email info@baystate-
games.org or call 781-932-6555.

BAY STATE GAMES from page 7

Hirschman dominates to win at Granite State Derby
LEE, N.H. – In the inaugural Granite 

State Derby at Lee USA Speedway, Matt 
Hirschman dominated early but came up 
short in the stretch. This time around, 
Hirschman would not be denied.

“Big Money Matt” took charge on 
the third lap and never looked back en 
route to his first NASCAR Whelen Mod-
ified Tour win of the year and his first at 
“New Hampshire’s Center of Speed.”

“We just finally closed one,” 
Hirschman said in victory lane. “These 
races are tough to win, and I think we 
should have had five or six of them in re-
cent years.”

The Northampton, Penn., veteran 
started third and only needed a couple 
laps to get alongside polesitter and de-
fending race winner Doug Coby. Once at 
the front, Hirschman checked out, main-
taining a modest advantage over Coby, 
Sam Rameau and Jon McKennedy as the 
leaders plotted their tire strategy. 

Patient and clean racing through the 
pack was paused on lap 69 when Max 
Zachem spun down the frontstretch, open-
ing the pit strategy window. Hirschman 
led the entire field down pit road for tires, 
then beat Coby and McKennedy back to 
the track to lead the field back to green.

Coby stumbled on the restart with 
clutch problems, sliding back through the 
pack as McKennedy and Austin Beers 
settled into second and third. Beers snuck 
past the reigning series champion and 
into the runner-up spot, but Hirschman 

was setting a steady pace at the front that 
the sophomore could not outmatch. The 
leaders prepared for one last pit stop, all 
the while managing their tires to go the 
distance if necessary.

McKennedy slipped back around 
Beers with 25 laps to go, carving time 
off Hirschman’s advantage as the leader 
dispatched slower traffic. But the caution 
McKennedy needed to erase that advan-
tage never came.

Hirschman, ever disciplined at con-
serving equipment, crossed the line 1.120 
seconds ahead of McKennedy to win his 
sixth career NWMT race and his first 
since the 2021 season opener.

“We deserve better than what the re-
sults have been, and a lot of that is on me,” 
Hirschman said. “I take the most respon-
sibility for that. But today, we delivered.”

Beers held on for third place, with 
Rameau and Ron Silk rounding out the 
top five. Coby raced his way back to sixth 
at the finish.

Hirschman’s win is a small step to-
ward repeating last year’s Whelen Granite 
State Short Track Cup championship for 
car owner Roy Hall’s Pee Dee Motor-
sports. Coby won the first leg of the tri-
ple-race program, the Duel at the Dog 200 
at Monadnock Speedway.

In addition to the NASCAR Whel-

en Modified Tour, six more feature races 
kept fans on the edge of their seats with 
a mix of local and regional star power. 
Supermodified wunderkind Jeffrey Battle 
passed his uncle Eddie Witkum with the 
white flag in sight to claim victory in the 
350 Supermodifieds. Tom Harwood pre-
vailed in a three-way battle to win the 25-
lap New England Dwarf Car Series show-
down. The New England Pro 4 Modifieds 
staged their inaugural Dan Meservey, Sr. 
Memorial Race, with Brayden Meservey 
taking an emotional win for the family.

Massachusetts’ Ryan Kuhn topped 
Lee’s best Pro Stock racers, leading wire-
to-wire in a commanding performance in 
the 80-lap Pro Stock open. Wade Gelinas 
turned in a similar performance with the 
NHSTRA Late Models. And setting the 
stage for the night’s main event, Kyle 
Valeri took his first-ever win with the 
NEMA Lites.

The next scheduled event for JDV 
Productions is the inaugural Winchester 
Open Modified 100 at Monadnock Speed-
way in Winchester, N.H., where the JDV 
Open Modifieds will make their debut at 
“Mad Dog” Saturday, June 3. More in-
formation on this special event will be 
released later this week.

For more information on JDV Pro-
ductions, visit JDVProductions.com and 
follow on social media for the latest up-
dates throughout the season, including 
updates from the track on race day with 
feature winner posts.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Matt Hirschman gets the win in the Granite State Derby.

Blue Sox in need of host families
HOLYOKE – The Valley Blue Sox 

is still searching for a few host families 
for the 2023 season.

To be a host family, all you need is 
a private room for the player to stay in, 
food options, and access to a kitchen. 

In return, 2023 volunteer host fami-
lies will receive:

Free general admission to all Valley 
Blue Sox home and away games

Food vouchers for every home 
game

Transportation and ticket free to the 

Boston Red Sox game on June 12
Free clinics for any household 

member ages 6-13
Special Host Family recognition 

event
40% discount on all merchandise
Season-long access to our live-

game radio
Access to our fan bus to an away 

game to be determined
If you are interested in being a host 

family, please contact mattd@valley-
bluesox.com for more information.

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!
Visit Our Website For More Specials:

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

LOC
AL 

RES
ULT

S

TARGETED
MARKETING

TurleyPublications

www.turley.comwww.turley.com

$12.50
EachDigital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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IN THE CITY

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

she is fortunate to live in a city that 
treats its service members with dig-
nity and respect and never forgets the 
fallen. 

“We’re definitely military-proud 
and support our veterans. We have 
4,500 veterans who live in Chicop-
ee. Of course, we have Westover (Air 
Reserve Base) here as well so a lot of 
folks who do work here may not live 
here, but this is a military-friendly 
community, and everybody knows 
it,” Arriaga said. 

Arriaga reflected on the plaza, 
which features monuments honor-
ing the lives of all Chicopee soldiers 
who lost their lives in various Ameri-
can conflicts, dating back to the Civil 
War. The most recent addition to the 
plaza is the War on Terror Monu-
ment, which was dedicated on May 
19, 2018. 

“It’s great because you can 
come here and actually pay your re-
spects,” Arriaga said. “The War on 
Terror, the newest addition to it, they 
all speak volumes, but that one sits 
special with me given that I served 
and lost sisters and brothers in arms 
to that war. This is just a great reflec-
tion of how powerful (it is to) honor 
and respect our military veterans.”

Only several years ago, consecu-
tive Memorial Day ceremonies were 
limited in size due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Director of Veteran Ser-
vices Stephanie Shaw is thrilled that 
the ceremony has returned to its nor-
mal capacity and continues to gain 
momentum each year. 

“I love seeing it grow. I’m so 

glad that the bands were available 
this year. We missed them last year,” 
noting that students from each of 
Chicopee’s high schools and mid-
dle schools performed on Memorial 
Day. 

“I think adding the musical piec-
es just gives everyone a moment to 
breathe and reflect on all the words 
that have just been said. The musical 
pieces that we chose this year were 
really poignant and appropriate,” she 
continued. 

From senior citizens to local 
students, Shaw was proud to see 
multiple generations of Chicopee 
residents involved in Monday’s cer-
emony. She complimented Chicopee 
High School’s JROTC students, who 
were also present. 

Shaw said her focus is already 
onto the next big event, and multiple 

are around the corner, including Pur-
ple Heart Day and the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the Western Massa-
chusetts Post 9/11 and Service Dog 
Memorial Park, she said.

Before turning the page on Me-
morial Day, Shaw looked back on 
what was a proud day for the city of 
Chicopee, as residents remembered. 

“I think it’s important that we 
keep doing this and that we say their 
names and that we honor them. The 
crowd today was beautiful,” she said. 
“I love this (plaza) because I think 
it speaks to everyone on some lev-
el, and I think what’s really nice is 
having this many people out here in 
this space with us lets me know and 
kind of restores my faith in humanity 
that there are people who understand 
what this day is about. It’s not just 
picnics.”

MEMORIAL DAY from page 1

American Legion 452 since 2007. 
Stephanie Shaw, director of 

Veterans Services, presided over 
the ceremony, welcoming guests 
including past recipients, City 
Council and School Committee 
members, veteran auxiliary orga-
nization members, city employees 
and more. 

The Chicopee High School 
AFJROTC presented the colors, 
with Sidney Benoit singing the Na-
tional Anthem. 

Jacqueline Lynch, vice pres-
ident of the Chicopee Historical 
Society, shared the story of Tracy, 
for which the award is named after. 
He received the Medal of Honor 
during the Civil War for two acts of 
bravery and worked at the Dwight 
Company and Ames Manufactur-
ing Company after moving to Chi-
copee with his wife, Mary, in 1853. 

“Remembering our warriors 
and honoring their heroic spirit of 
duty makes us a better communi-
ty, with stronger ties to our country 
and to each other. It is in this spirit 
of doing we honor our award win-
ner tonight,” Lynch said. 

Mayor John Vieau explained 
Belanger was nominated by three 
veteran associations and received 
numerous medals throughout his 
service. However, that’s not why 
he was receiving the honor. 

“It’s his service to the City of 
Chicopee. That need to serve oth-
ers is deep in his heart, and we are 
lucky enough to be exposed to such 
a big heart and hard work ethic,” 
Vieau said. 

Vieau highlighted Belanger’s 
dedication to veterans through his 
leadership at the American Legion 
Post 452, opening doors to other 
veteran associations to hold their 
meetings, volunteering at the Sol-
diers Home in Holyoke and sup-
porting fundraisers for Wreaths 

Across America, breast cancer re-
search, the Salvation Army, Veter-
ans Fund and more. 

“Just about any time anyone 
needs something, he always comes 
running, eager to help and with a 
smile on his face,” Vieau said. 

Shaw said the ceremony is im-
portant to honor veterans, as they 
deserve it. 

“I think it’s really important 
to make sure we give credit where 
credit is due. I find so many of our 
veterans have that selfless service, 
they put their buddies before them-
selves, the mission before self, the 
whole mentality,” Shaw said. “I 
think it’s important that as a com-
munity we make them stop and just 
feel that appreciation.” 

Belanger was humbled by the 
honor.

“It’s a long time coming. I’ve 
dedicated a lot of my time and ef-
forts with the City of Chicopee and 
turn around to make sure our vet-
erans are heard in Western Mass,” 

Belanger said. 
Belanger added he always 

says, “It’s not always about me, 
but our veterans,” emphasizing the 
support the American Legion 452 
Board of Directors has given him.

“So I cannot accept the award 
just myself, but with the American 
Legion 452,” Belanger said. 

Belanger asked the communi-
ty “to remember a fallen veteran on 
Memorial Day.”

“It is a day to remember some-
body. An uncle, an aunt, a brother, 
a sister, a friend, someone you went 
to school with. Take a moment to 
remember that person and what 
they’ve given: the ultimate price,” 
Belanger said. 

Belanger encouraged anyone 
considering serving the military to 
do so.

“I feel that it’s an honor to 
serve and a privilege. It’s an oppor-
tunity to give back to the commu-
nity,” Belanger said.

BELANGER from page 1

STAFF PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

(L to R) Mayor John Vieau presents the 2023 Charles H. Tracy Award to SSG 
Brian Belanger, Army, during the 2023 Charles H. Tracy Veteran of the Year 
Ceremony in City Hall auditorium.

STAFF PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI

Veterans salute, standing next to a memorial at Veterans Memorial Plaza on 
May 29. 

SUBMISSIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME  - Send your stories and photos to dzbierski@turley.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES
SALE OF 

MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A

 Notice is hereby given by 
Interstate Towing, Inc.  pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c. 255, section 39A, that on 
June 19, 2023, at Interstate 
Towing, Inc the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices 
and sale of said vehicles. 

2005 Dodge Caravan
VIN: 1D4GP45R95B387042
Alexandra Jones
11 Kristen Ave.
Agawam, MA 01001

2005 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN:1J4GR48K95C553070
Isaias Lozada
1750 Dwight St. Apt. 7
Springfield, MA 01107

2005 Toyota Camry
VIN: 4T1BE32K25U090290
Breno Ferreira
8 Lakeview Gdns Apt. 518
Natick, MA 01760

2006 Chevy Cobalt
VIN: 1G1AL55FX67741321
Boyen Hanlon
5 Bofat Hill Rd.
Williamsburg, MA 01096

2007 Audi Q7
VIN: WA1BY74L17D103973
Teah Wright
1819 Barnes Ave. A1B
Bronx, NY 10462

2009 Ford Flex
VIN: 
2FMDK51CX9BA28185
Carlos Rivera
582 White St.
Springfield, MA 01108

2012 Toyota Corolla
VIN: 2T1BU4EE8CC778176
Nevens Conte
12112 Town Walk Drive
Hamden, CT 06518

2016 Subaru Impreza
VIN: JF1GPAB60G8259994
Chelsey Aguiar
29 Wellington St.
Fall River, MA 027200

6/02, 06/09, 06/16/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P1111EA

Estate of: 
Floyd Grant Clark, Jr.

Also Known As: 
Floyd G. Clark, Jr. 

Date of Death: 
April 3, 2023 

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE 

G.L. c.1908, § 3-306
To all persons who have 

or may have some inter-
est in the above-captioned 
estate and, if interested, to 
the Office of the Attorney 
General and the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, notice 
is hereby given on May 9, 
2023 that the Petitioner June 
E. Jones of South Hadley, 
MA intends to file with the 
above-named Probate and 

Family Court, not soon-
er than seven (7) days after 
this notice, a Petition for 
Informal Appointment of 
Personal Representative, 
to serve without surety on 
the bond June E. Jones of 
South Hadley, MA.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachuset ts  Uniform 
P roba t e  Code  w i thou t 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
06/02/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
 Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1050EA
Estate of: 

Ralph C Himmelreich 
Also known as:

Ralph Charles Himmelreich, 
Jr. 

Date of Death: 03/29/2023 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Eric Himmelreich   
of Chicopee, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Eric Himmelreich   of 
Chicopee, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of  said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 06/16/2023.

This is NOT a hear-

ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 19, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/02/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
 Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1088EA
Estate of: 

James Horace Magnan 
Date of Death: 10/17/2022

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Danielle C Kaiser  of 
Turners Falls, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Danielle C Kaiser  of 
Turners Falls ,  MA be 
appo in t ed  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 06/21/2023.

This is NOT a hear-

ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 24, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/02/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
 Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1057EA 
Estate of: 

Esther M. Perreault 
Date of Death: 10/26/2013

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 

Limited Formal Testacy 
and/orAppointment has been 
filed by Joanne M. Rivest of 
Belchertown, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of June 15, 
2023. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 

within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 23, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/02/2023

IN THE DISTRICT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF IDAHO, 

IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF KOOTENAI

In the Matter of the 
Application of a Minor

Nolan Thurman,
For a Change of Name
Case No. CV28-23-1578

Notice of Status Conference
NOTICE IS GIVEN 

That the above-entitled case 
is set for:

Hearing Type: Status 
Conference

Date: 06/26/2023
Time: 9:00 AM
Judge: John A. Cafferty
at the: Kootenai County 

Cour thouse ,  324  Wes t 
Garden Avenue ,  Coeur 
d’Alene, ID 83816.

Jennifer Locke 
Clerk of the Court

Dated: 05/01/2023
 By: Jessica McKenzie

Deputy Clerk
05/12, 05/19, 05/26, 06/02/2023

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

Interstate Towing, Inc.  pursu-
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c. 255, section 39A, that on 
June 25, 2023 at Interstate 
Towing, Inc the following 
Motor Vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices 
and sale of said vehicles. 

2013 GMC Acardia
VIN: 1GKKVRKD2DJ227094
Wellington Santos
75 Fruit St. Ext.
Milford, MA 01757

TOW BEHIND TRAILER
VIN: UNKNOWN
UNKNOWN
UNKNOWN
UNKNOWN

2021 HONDA CIVIC
VIN: 2HGFC2F6XMH502526
Johnny Rodriguez
2 Western Dr.
Chicopee, MA 01013

2009 ACURA TL
VIN: 19UUA86529A005578
Shemar Murray
3 Standish St.
Boston, MA 02124

2000 VW JETTA
VIN:

3VWSD29M9YM113109
Omar Sanchez Bareet
117 Rosewood Ave. Apt. 1
Waterbury, CT 06706

2008 BMW 328Xi
VIN: WBAWC33588PD09633

Tatiana Maldonado
834 Worthington St. #2
Springfield, MA 01105

2009 SATURN AURA
VIN: 1G8ZS57BX9F140471
Omar Wal
12 Oak St.
New Britian, CT 06051

2013 CHEVY SILVERADO
VIN: 1GCRKSE79DZ229457
Lugene Przestrzelski
91 Summit St.
Brookville, PA 15825

1997 HONDA CIVIC
VIN: 2HGEJ6620VH533730
Shana Burgess
659 Prospect St. Apt. E2
Chicopee, MA 01020

2010 HONDA ACCORD
VIN: 1HGCS1B37AA008937
Ruiz Santos
227 Savoy Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

2012 DODGE CHARGER
VIN:2C3CDXHG6CH295377
Jennifer Deal
22 Cross St.
Chicopee, MA 01020

2005 NISSAN MURANO
VIN:JN8AZ08W95W435465
Alexander Feliz Medina
104 Newland St.
Springfield, MA 01107

2018 PITSTER KJRM125
VIN: A2BDR3136MJ022530
Omar Reyes
174 Pembroke St.
Springfield, MA 01104

2012 KENWORTH 
CONTRUCT T700
VIN: 1XKFD49X3CJ300771
RUDY’S Transportation
108 Delong Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13208

2005 SUBARU LEGACY 
OUTBACK
VIN: 4S4BP61C056322685
Allen Busuulwa
194 Cohasset St.
Worcester, MA 01604

2011 FORD FUSION SE
VIN: 3FAHP0HA0BR336932
Metson Corriellant
40 South Ave
Burlington, MA 01803

2007 JEEP GRAND 
CHEROKEE
VIN: 1J8GR48K87C577149
Seneida Torres
Po Box 127
East Longmeadow, MA 01028

2011 FORD CROWN 
VICTORIA
VIN: 2FABP7BV4BX182883
Javier Figueroa
1146 Page Blvd.
Springfield, MA 01108

2015 HONDA ACCORD
VIN: 1HGCR2F37FA217775
Christopher Vasquez Roman
78 Callender St.
Boston, MA 02124

2009 PONTIAC G6 GT
VIN:1G2ZH57N594140408
Holly Laporte
66 Stonina Dr.
Chicopee, MA 01013

MOTORCYCLE
VIN: LWGYCUL188A00100
Jacob Hartley
300 West Rd
Westfield, MA 01085

2011 GMC TERRAIN
VIN: 2CTFLREC8B6244728
Tania Garcia
61 Stonina Dr.
Chicopee, MA 01013

05/26, 06/02 06/09/2023Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.1 2 3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

TAG SALE
JUNE 3RD 58 ORCHARD 
STREET BELCHERTOWN. Christ-
mas tree, snowboards, electric piano. 
10:00-4:00 Rain date: June 10

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
onald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 
AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 
(413) 455-9633

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and 
screened loam BBB approved Vinyl 
Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Spring clean-up and lawn repair

Weekly mowing and 
yard maintenance

Landscape installation and restoration
Shrub trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING
  Residential and Commercial
Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, 

lawn repair, fertilizing, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting.

Free estimates, 
Fully licensed and insured.

You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, flower beds wherever.  Be 
safe grow your own. Operator fully vac-
cinated. Call Bob  413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING
 Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & 
CARE is looking for mature, responsi-
ble adults with own transportation, ex-
perience and references for a house-
keeping position. Hours 7:30- 2:30. 
Call Nancy today (413)267-4297.

PART TIME SECRETARY FOR 
SMALL AGAWAM OFFICE. Need 
to be organized with attention to detail 
reply to babco321@comcast.net

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

HELP WANTED

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews
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IN THE CITY

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ..

USDA INSP. 

$229
lb

SALE DATES: 6/1/23-6/7/23

$148

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS ..............$222

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$549
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
STEAKS ...........................................

59¢

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CHICKEN THIGHS ..........................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW PEELED SHRIMP
31/40 CT 2 LB BAG ............................

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

ea

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

LAMB RIB CHOPS .........................
GREAT ON THE GRILL

$299

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTTS ...................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ............
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK BABY BACK RIBS ...

CUT 
FREE $179

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST ..............

$399
lb

$799

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EYE

BEEF
CHUCK STEAKS

WHOLE 
OR HALF$949

lb

$439
lb

$349
lb

You can’t talk to your Ancestors
But you can ‘talk’ to 
your Descendants!

By Dave Robison
Professional genealogist, 

Old Bones of New England, LLC

Growing up, my sister and I were 
always told that what we didn’t know 
wouldn’t hurt us. About our family, that 
is. Later in life, I realized that they were 
of the mindset that family history was 
something that didn’t need to be shared 
with me, my older sister or anyone for 
that matter. I firmly believe that this was 
the initial motivation for my interest in 
genealogy and family history.

For the first seven years of my life, 
we lived in a duplex that my grand-
mother owned. She lived on one side 
with her two unmarried daughters, my 
mother’s sisters, we lived on the other. 
I could occasionally hear a good story 
from Aunt Gert. My belief now is that 
she was somewhat surprised that I didn’t 
know this, or I didn’t know that, and she 
was happy to fill in some gaps. 

My grandmother died in 1960 about 
five years after my grandfather. I barely 
remember him, and I really don’t have 
any clear memories of her. I was simply 
too young. And by the way, while my 
mother was born in Springfield, my fa-
ther was born in Alabama. He was put 
in the US Navy in January of 1942, a 
few weeks after Pearl Harbor. He nev-
er spoke of his father who divorced 
his mother, my “Grannie” who moved 
from Alabama to Massachusetts during 
World War II. Those events are fami-
ly stories which I can save for another 
time.

Here’s my point about talking to an-
cestors. In 1999, I was eager to get an-
swers to about 20,000 questions! Since I 
knew my father was born in Evergreen, 
Alabama, I contacted the Evergreen 
Library and Historical Society. When 
I mentioned that I was interested in re-
searching my father’s family, the his-
torian excitedly said, “Well, if you are 
interested in the family history of any-
one from here in Evergreen, you will be 
best served by contacting Mrs. Sarah R. 
Coker. She’s been researching the fam-
ilies of Evergreen for at least 30 years. 
You should write her a letter as she 
doesn’t use a computer as she’s about 
80-years-old.” 

I was given her address with the 
advice to write large and clear as Mrs. 
Coker’s vision was far less than ideal. 
Off goes the letter. In a couple of weeks, 
I received a reply. Much to my undying 
surprise, the “R” in the name “Sarah 
R Coker” stood for Robison. She was 
my great aunt, a sibling of the paternal 
grandfather I never knew. 

In 2001, I was in a business that took 

me all over the US. I managed to make 
it down to Evergreen a few months after 
my first contact with Aunt Sarah. She 
had mountains of family history: photos, 
letters, family charts…everything, all 
gathered without the aid of a computer! 
She allowed me to take whatever I want-
ed down to the local library to make cop-
ies. The biggest surprise was the fact that 
she had grade school pictures of me and 
of my sister. “Where did you get these, 
Aunt Sarah?” She replied, “Why your 
Daddy would send them to me every 
year!” I was thrilled to see that she cher-
ished them, but I was irritated knowing 
that my father never mentioned that this 
woman existed! By the way, Aunt Sarah 
was one of eight siblings. Other than the 
fact that I knew my paternal grandfather 
existed, I knew nothing about his broth-
ers and sisters.

Here’s my lesson for everyone. I 
spent hours with a digital tape recorder 
asking Aunt Sarah a million questions. 
Getting her to talk was easy. She was one 
who, if you asked her what time it was, 
she’d teach you how to make a watch! 
I’ve got hours and hours of fascinating 
family history! 

Aunt Sarah has been gone for over 
20 years, but I’ve got her voice recorded 
and a treasure trove of her stories, my 
stories! 

Since that time, I’ve learned how 
to go about setting up these interviews: 
the right questions to ask, the need to 
ask and then sit back and wait for the 
words to flow, and not wear out your 
welcome. Aside from Aunt Sarah, the 
longest session I’ve had was about 5 
hours with a cousin here in Massachu-
setts who I “found” through a little bit 
of basic family research. And she had 
some very interesting family stories 
to tell. The only disappointment was 
the fact that although she grew up in 
Enfield, MA, she couldn’t identify the 
people in the pictures I brought with 
me, which I hoped she could have 
identified. 

In conclusion, ask questions such 
as “Where did you go on Thanksgiving 
when you were five or six-years-old? 
Who cooked and what was your favor-
ite course? What did the kitchen smell 
like?” I can suggest about 150 or so 
questions that should elicit interesting 
responses.

The Worcester Public Library, 3 
Salem St., Worcester is sponsoring my 
presentation on this topic. It is free and 
has been scheduled for July 1, 2023, at 
4:15 pm. It will be a virtual event. Regis-
ter through the “Calendar of Events” at 
www.mywpl.org and a Zoom link will be 
sent to your email. The summer calendar 
will be published soon. If you have any 
questions, you may contact Joy Hennig 
at jhennig@mywpl.org. 

Random Acts of Kindness
Keystone Flowers Give-a-way

By Barb Turcotte 

Flowers, flowers, flowers, smiles, 
smiles, smiles and then more of both! 
That’s exactly what we got from every-
one involved! With flowers galore, in 
mid-April we traveled to the Hampshire 
Mall and the Holyoke Mall to do Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness. We gave many 
unsuspecting shoppers a beautiful flower 
for no other reason than to just improve 
their day!

We put smiles on approximately 
700 faces of flower recipients, how-
ever, the good feelings and smiles that 
this produced went way beyond these 
people. Various florists that donated all 
these flowers for the residents at Key-
stone Commons in Ludlow to do this fun 
Random Acts of Kindness day were so 
happy and excited about this idea that 
they were extremely generous with their 
donations. The observers of us doing 
these gestures also had huge smiles on 
their faces and the residents giving out 
the flowers, well their faces glowed with 
permanent smiles as they greeted the 
shoppers and gave them a flower. What 
happiness this produced for everyone!

Some shoppers thought we were 
selling the flowers and then their faces 
lit up as we explained our reason for do-
ing this, just to make their day a better 
one.  Others tried to give us money as 
a donation, which of course we refused; 
we were doing this as our way of giving 
back to the community and doing Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness.

One recipient shared it was her birth-
day, another receiving a yellow flower 
told us it was her grandmother’s favorite 
color so we gave her two so she could 
pass one along to grandma and another 
even had tears in her eyes when handed 
the flower. We just never know what an-
other is going through and for us; it was 
sheer joy to make their day a better one 
by giving them a gorgeous fresh flower.

Through the incredible contribu-
tions of the following florists, we were 
able to be successful in our vision of 
the day! Participants were: Floral Con-
cepts by Tom in Agawam; in Chicopee 
was Golden Blossom Flowers and Mc-
Clellend’s Florist; Mark Henry Florist in 
Indian Orchard, Kinderhook Flowers in 
Hampden also helped along with Heav-
enly Inspirations and Randall’s Farm 
Greenhouse, both in Ludlow; Wilbraham 
Florist in Wilbraham and Durocher Flo-
rist in West Springfield were also among 
the donors. Over 700 thank you’s to you 
for your amazing generosity!

We wanted to make sure every re-
cipient knew who the businesses were 

that participated so made a small spread 
sheet listing each florist’s name, address 
with their phone number and attached 
one to each flower!  Now this certainly 
would have been a daunting task to take 
on myself so incorporated some won-
derful friends of mine for their help with 
this project. Guess what?? More smiles! 
One of the florists had over ordered Eas-
ter Lilly’s so offered them to me which 
in turn I offered to each friend who had 
helped me tag the 700 flowers!  It was 
definitely a win-win, fun kind of day!

When I explained our desire of put-
ting smiles on people’s faces one flo-
rist shared with me that one of her own 
customers had done just that!  She was 
a regular customer who weekly bought 
a bouquet of flowers for a relative and 
on a particular day asked for additional 
bouquets explaining her plan was to ran-
domly give them out to people to bright-
en their day.  How cool is that!  Kindness 
really starts with each of us, so let the 
thoughtfulness start with each of you!

Beyond just being a beautiful addi-
tion to someone’s surroundings and im-
proving their mood, did you know that 
there are proven facts that flowers are 
beneficial to one’s health? Here’s just a 
few that I found interesting. They can 
reduce stress, help you focus, increase 
your energy, may help you physically 
heal, can aid in relaxation and also can 
increase creativity, innovation as well 
as productivity. Here’s a great one too, 
they can improve your relationship and 
bolster your sex appeal! And one addi-
tional fact we can boast that we found to 
be true is that men love receiving flowers 
too!   

So next time you want to improve 
your own or someone else’s day, consid-
er doing it with flowers and supporting 
one of the above mentioned florists as 
they supported us.  You’ll know you’re 
at the right florist when you see a beauti-
ful window cling-on designed by Turley 
Publications saying they are a ‘Random 
Acts of Kindness Business.’ Thank you 
to everyone who helped make this such 
a memorable day for so many! Kindness 
really does make a difference!

If you would like to tell me a story 
about a Random Act of Kindness please 
contact me at bdt514@aol.com or 413-
788-7514.  You don’t need one, but if 
you’d like to have a predesigned fly-
er to include with your next gesture, let 
me know. It’s a way to keep the memory 
alive long after the gesture is done.  Who 
knows, you might see your story in this 
column, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed, did 
or received something nice being done.  
See you next month with another Random 
Act of Kindness! 

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications


