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Chicopee marks Juneteenth in flag-raising
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Residents, 
community members, local 
elected officials and more 
gathered outside city hall on 
June 17 to mark Juneteenth in 
a flag-raising ceremony.

Mayor John Vieau noted 
that “we recognize Juneteenth 

not only as a historical mile-
stone, but also as a reminder 
that freedom, equality, must 
continually be protected and 
strengthened in every gener-
ation.”

Juneteenth, Vieau added, 
“tells a unique American sto-
ry of perseverance, hope and 
of determination of people 
who never stopped believing 
in their own dignity and hu-

manity.”
“Juneteenth is also about 

education. It’s about learning 
about our shared history. We 
become better equipped to 
build and understand empa-
thy and unity within our com-
munity when we do that. So 
while we celebrate progress, 
we also recognize the work of 
creating opportunity and fair-
ness for all people as it con-

tinues,” Vieau said.
Superintendent Dr. Mar-

cus Ware noted that about 
50% of students are students 
of color. 

“We have to recognize 
the history that has come be-
fore us and one of the things 
that I represent as your su-

Juneteenth was celebrated in the city of Chicopee with a flag-raising on June 17. 	 URLEY PHOTO  BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Dismissal of CHS 
principal sparks 
community outrage 
Gina Fasoli 
Figueroa’s 
termination has not 
been well-received

By Dalton Zbierski 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – An ad-
ministrator’s dismissal by 
Chicopee Public Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Marcus 
Ware last month has sparked 
outrage across the teaching 
community. 

Chicopee High School 
Principal Gina Fasoli 
Figueroa’s employment 
with the school district will 
be terminated on June 30, 
according to documents 
submitted to the Chicopee 
Register. 

However, Fasoli 
Figueroa has since left the 
district. Sean Mackin, the 
school’s athletic director, 
became interim principal af-
ter her departure. The exact 
date of that transition was 
not made public.

A replacement has yet 
to be named and the school 

district has not outlined a 
process or timeline.

Figueroa was informed 
by Ware in early May that 
she would be let go after 
two years in the role due to 
her alleged ineffective lead-
ership. 

Ware told Figueroa that 
she didn’t facilitate a posi-
tive environment and instead 
created a toxic atmosphere 
at the high school. 

She was also accused 
of practicing favoritism and 
communicating poorly.

The superintendent fur-
ther noted that he addressed 
these issues with Figueroa 
several times. 

Ware said Figueroa 
consistently avoided tough 
conversations and lacked ad-
equate leadership. He does 
not believe she improved in 
these areas over the past two 
years.

Ware also criticized 
Figueroa’s management of 
school operations and di-
vulged that she had been 
placed on administrative 
leave in late 2024 after im-

Cross sworn in as new CFD Chief
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Deputy 
Fire Chief Matthew Cross 
was sworn in as the new fire 
chief on June 16.

He will succeed former 
Fire Chief Daniel Stambor-
ski, who retired on June 16 
after 29 years of service. 

Cross is a lifelong Chi-
copee resident and joined 
the fire department in 1996, 
dedicating more than three 
decades to serving the com-
munity.

Mayor John Vieau ex-
pressed excitement for Cross. 

“I’m excited for the 
direction that the fire de-
partment’s headed in. I’m 
committed and I think that 
former Chief Stamborski has 
been the biggest advocate 
that I’ve ever seen in making 
sure our firefighters, our first 
responders—whether it’d be 
ELS—have the tools they 
need to protect themselves 
and protect this community,” 
Vieau said. “As a strong ad-
vocate, I know that the next 
chief who’s standing to my 
right will be that. An advo-

cate for the people who are in 
this room. It is a true brother-
hood. I’ve witnessed it over 
the past seven years. There’s 
something really special to 
be a part of. It’s more than 
a job. It’s a career, it’s a life-
style and it’s prominent here 

in Chicopee that it’s about 
camaraderie and you need a 
leader that’s going to contin-
ue that, who’s going to serve, 
who’s also going to take the 
initiative to continue to en-

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Fire Chief Matthew Cross shakes hands with City Council Vice 
President/Ward 6 Councilor Sam Shumsky.

RiverMills holds Father’s Day Breakfast
Michael McCann and his family enjoying breakfast. 	 TURLEY PHOTO BY BENNY PADILLA

By Benny Padilla
Correspondent

CHICOPEE – The senior 
center hosted a Father’s Day 
Breakfast to commemorate all 
dads and their families com-
ing together on June 18. 

The cafeteria of the cen-
ter also sported red, white, and 
blue decorations in prepara-
tion for July 4, the 250th anni-

versary of America’s indepen-
dence, and what the center’s 
program coordinator, Casey 
Conroy, calls, “The History of 
America Summer.”

Each of the tables had 
beautiful patriotic mason jars 
with ribbons, faux flowers, 
and sparkling stars. The caf-
eteria also had American flag 
and presidential garlands lin-
ing the walls with star-striped 

bunting flags hanging from 
the ceiling. 

For breakfast, all the dads 
and their families were served 
unlimited coffee and orange 
juice, and were brought plates 
of eggs, toast, bacon and more. 
The staff looked more than ea-
ger to serve the residents. 

See CROSS, page 9
See FATHER’S DAY, 

page 6

See PRINCIPAL, page 6
See JUNETEENTH, 

page 5

City Council shoots down request for another meeting on battery storage facility
New battery storage 
facility on Meadow 
Street will start 
operating in July

By Dalton Zbierski 

CHICOPEE – When 
Ward 9 Councilor Mary Beth 
Costello proposed holding a 
public meeting to discuss bat-
tery storage facilities in Chi-
copee during last Tuesday’s 
City Council meeting, her re-
quest was met with thorough 
opposition. 

Even Costello voted 
against the item after it was 
made clear that the board did 
not support it. 

Next month, a battery 
storage facility will begin 
operating on Meadow Street. 
Recently, a public meeting 

was held to discuss the proj-
ect. 

During the June 16 City 
Council meeting, Costello in-
troduced the conversation by 
noting its relevance. 

“There has been discus-
sion in regard to the battery 
storage facilities, and it has 
been recommended by sev-
eral people that maybe we 
can have a public hearing in 
a subcommittee to discuss 
the application process and 
any changes that would be 
coming down in regard to the 
laws pertaining to the battery 
storage application process,” 
Costello said. 

Costello noted that it 
would be great to have mem-
bers of the city’s fire depart-
ment and health department 
in attendance if a future sub-
committee meeting could be 
scheduled. She also wanted 

to hear from the vendor op-
erating the battery storage 
facility. 

The proposal was met al-
most immediately with resis-
tance. Ward 7 Councilor Bill 
Courchesne led the charge. 

“We can’t compel any-
body by state law to come 
to a hearing. We need an 
ordinance that says they 
have to come to a hearing,” 
Courchesne said. 

Courchesne emphasized 
that state law has made it 
very difficult for the city to 
manage the battery storage 
facility. He also doesn’t feel 
as though it’s worth major at-
tention. 

“This is a 20-megawatt 
little thing in the corner of 
an industrial park well over 
1,000 feet from anybody, so 
people are just crying wolf 
and not really knowing what 

they’re talking about unfortu-
nately… It’s very safe where 
it is. It couldn’t be in a better 
place,” Courchesne said. 

He also added that the 
city’s safety personnel are 
getting familiar with how to 
fight potential fires at the bat-
tery storage facility. 

“The fire department 
seemed pretty comfortable 
with it [at the previous public 
meeting]. They are paying the 
fire department to be trained 
on how to handle these 
things,” Courchesne said. 

Ward 2 Councilor Shane 
Brooks jumped in as well. He 
said he was among several 
board members who attended 
the vendor’s presentation to 
the public. 

If another meeting were 
to be had, Brooks explained 
who he would like to see 
there. 

“If we are going to have 
a public hearing, I think our 
best bet would be to look at 
having a subject expert come 
in,” Brooks said. “That would 
likely, in my opinion, be from 
the State Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice because they are charged 
with managing statewide bat-
tery storage facilities and they 
have regulations in place.” 

However, Brooks ac-
knowledged that it would be 
extremely arduous to bring 
in a representative from the 
battery storage facility for an-
other public meeting because 
City Council doesn’t have the 
grounds to summon anyone. 

“There are very few re-
strictions we can place upon 
this because it is a use by 
right, and that’s been well 
established. We can do some 
zoning, some set back re-
quirements, but our hands are 

fairly tied,” Brooks said. “And 
in this instance, from what we 
heard from the vendor at the 
soup kitchen, there is no resi-
dential impact. There is real-
ly no risk of fire. There were 
representatives from the fire 
department there.” 

Councilor-at-Large Jes-
sica Avery weighed in too. 
She noted that it would send 
a bad message to hold the 
meeting. 

“If we, as a council, 
don’t have the authority to di-
rectly vote on those licenses 
and directly decide on those 
projects, I think it’s setting us 
up for a precedent of having 
meetings where it appears 
we have some authority over 
the matter,” Avery said. “I do 
believe that it’s important to 

See BATTERY 
STORAGE, page 6
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

CCHS Bowling reaches national tournament
By Brendan Rooney 

Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – After 
nearly eight years of being 
in operation, the Chicopee 
Comprehensive High School 
Bowling Team has finally ar-
rived, as the program contin-
ues to excel not only on the lo-
cal level, but also on the state 
and national stage as well. 

Throughout the years 
countless local divisional and 
regional titles have been add-
ed to the school’s list of hard-
ware, consisting of three con-
secutive years of coming up 
short in the State Tournament, 
only to finally break through 
this past season and earn the 
crown, along with the invita-
tion to a prime opportunity at 
the National stage, which took 
place this past weekend in Co-
lumbus, Ohio.

In addition, the Varsity 
II program also competed at 
States as well. 

Comp Bowling is 
here to stay

Retracing the State Tour-
nament journey was Senior 
and Team Captain Tanner 
Martell. 

“We were a four-seed, 
and the odds were stacked 
against us as we were set to 
face off against the #1-seeded 
St. John’s,” Martell said. 

The first game was a 
pure nail-biter as the Colts 
squeaked out a 183-182 vic-
tory, and then the second their 
first Baker game and cruised 
to a 203-173 win to get to the 
title match. 

“After the 2-0 sweep, we 
then wound up in the finals, 
for a chance at a State title, so 
it was natural excitement that 
was present,” Martell said. 

He then explained that 
they faced off against Lee 
High School, and it proved to 
be a challenge, as the Wild-
cats drew first blood, taking 
the first game, 180-130, via 
the Baker format win, and af-

ter a pivotal timeout, a sense 
of confidence rushed to the 
Colts, lifting them to their first 
state title in program history. 

“That moment was just 
absolutely incredible across 
the board, and one no one can 
take away from us, and I’m 
just proud of this group, and 
we’re in the history books, I 
can’t describe how that felt,” 
Martell said.

Echoing similar senti-
ments before the trip trans-
pired was Assistant Coach 
Bob Sheehan, who shared that 
no matter the outcome, the 
achievement would remain. 

“Being at this stage, and 
receiving the spotlight, it tru-
ly means a lot to these kids, 
especially here in Chicopee,” 
Sheehan said. “We all feel 
it’s kind of surreal to admit 
that were about to embark on 
the National stage, and were 
going to make the best of it, 
and if no matter what, I want 
these kids to remember that 
the pride that will be born 
from this, is something that 
they will carry for the rest of 
their lives, and to understand 
that’s something no can ever 
take away.”

One thing was certain: 
the community and city were 
smitten with ‘Colts’ fever as 
all the focus was centered on 
generating buzz that has only 
been seen or replicated in the 
likes of professional sports, as 
the community rallied behind 
the roster as the team rallied 
for a way to reach the Nation-
al tournament. 

Chicopee is United
One of the main staples 

and pioneers of the Chicop-
ee community, heeding the 
call was Billy Stetson, a local 
entrepreneur, and business 
owner of the Western Mass 
landmark, The Rumbleseat 
Bar & Grille, who hosted a 
fundraiser earlier this month 
before the trip, raised more 
than a $1,000 in total, and 

it only spread from there as 
countless parents and players 
initiated calendar raffles, and 
even ran a successful Go-
FundMe account organized 
and coordinated by various 
parents, lifted by the generos-
ity of countless pillars of the 
community, exemplifying that 
Chicopee is united. 

The excitement didn’t 
stop from there, as the spot-
light was now shining bright-
est on this roster. As Martell 
and his teammates said, it 
was surreal to walk through 
the halls of the school, being 
greeted like celebrities, while 
still staying humble. 

“It was truly magnetic 
to see the joy we brought not 
only to the school, but to the 
city. Things like this only hap-
pen in the movies, and we felt 
this was our story. Let’s try to 
do our best,” Martell said. 

And it only continued 
to grow, as Superintendent 

Dr. Marcus Ware and Comp 
Principal Andrew Lamothe 
provided a proper shout-out 
during this year’s graduation, 
which featured four seniors, 
including Martell. 

“We have a phenomenal 
bowling team,” Ware said, 
which ignited the crowd to 
start chants of ‘Let’s go!’ 

Lamonthe echoed, “Let’s 
hear it for our Varsity Bowl-
ing team, who won the State 
Championship and will be 
leaving in just a few short 
weeks to compete at the na-
tional tournament in Colum-
bus, Ohio.” 

Both statements rein-
forced the truth that this team 
left behind something special, 
and the history books won’t 
forget that. 

Earlier this week, the 
Colts officially returned 
home to Western Mass after 
a trip to the national tourna-
ment after finishing 75th in 
the qualifying round, which 
consisted of thousands of 
teams throughout the coun-
try missing the cut, thus end-
ing their season.

The Varsity I Team in a group photo. The team includes Teagan Martel-Moylan, Sean Desormiers, Captain Tanner Martell, Ethan 
Provost, MVP Elias Weglinski and Ian Mason.

Seniors Pictured (Back Row):  Tanner Martell, Stephen Wilkes 
Front Row: Sean Desormiers, Taegan Martel-Moylan.

Head Coach Don Desrosiers with Assistant Coach Bob Sheehan.

The Varsity II Team in a group photo. The players include Michael Page, Victor Ferrer, Noah Johnson, Alexander Rivera, Harrison 
Wellington, Hailey DiRico, Tessa Martel-Moylan and Brady Sordillo.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CLUB ADVISOR JOSEPH SIRARD AND MARK WILKES
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$288
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH TWIN PAK
PORK SPARE RIBS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/25/26-7/1/266/25/26-7/1/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 COUNT 1 LB BAG ................
 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499USDA INSP. FROZEN CHOCOLATE CHIP

COOKIE DOUGH PIE 22 OZ. .............

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

ea

lb

lb

$499

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

USDA INSP. FRESH CENTER CUT
BONE-IN PORK LOIN CHOPS
or ROAST PORK CHOPS ........

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

$266

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$459
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb77¢

lb

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR STORE

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................$444
lb

lb
$777

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. FROZEN

3 CHEESE PIZZA 35.80 OZ. .............
$299

ea

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST ....
$299

$1099
lb

BEEF RIBEYE STEAKS

 

$242
SLICED IN OUR DELI

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

BEEF $899
lb

$599CHICKEN                   lb

99¢

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Three Great Norwegian 
Cruise Experiences

Experience MORE Experience MORE 
with Norwegianwith Norwegian

Aug. 23-29, 2027 
7-Night Halifax & 

Bermuda from $1799

BOOK EARLY 
FOR BEST 
CABINS 

Aug. 29-Sept. 5, 2027 
7-Night Canada & 

NNew England from $1699

March 1-13, 2027 12-Night Eastern Caribbean ..... from$2499
May 23-30, 2027   7-Night Halifax & Bermuda ......from $1799

BOOK THESE TWO BACK-TO-BACK

Scout Troop 1849 hosts bottle and can drive
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent

CHICOPEE – Scout 
Troop 1849 out of the city 
held its semi-annual bottle-
and-can drive fundraiser on 
May 30.

The event consisted of 
a collaboration among par-
ents, scouts and even some 
community members who 
started at the Moose Fami-
ly Center, which served as 
the base of operations, and 
waited for people to stop and 
offer their loose bottles and 
cans, which were then re-
deemed by local scouts un-
der parent supervision. 

Offering insight into the 
importance of the fundraiser 
was Troop 1849 Scout Mas-
ter Rafe Demers. 

“It’s a very effective 
fundraiser for our troop; 
we do this about every six 
months or so, and despite 
the weather today, we felt 
this was overall a success,” 
Demers said. “It’s been cold, 
rainy, and windy, but it was 

great to see that a lot of par-
ents were gracious to bring 
theirs, and then we have 
had close to 10 people who 
stopped by and dropped off 
carloads of cans as well.”

Demers then shared 
that, with the total exceed-
ing more than anticipated, 
he and the volunteers made 
the decision to allow three 
parents to take some scouts 
along for a ride to travel to 
various redemption centers, 
emphasizing that fundraisers 
like this one are vital to the 
program. 

“We are solely fund-
ed through donations and 
fundraising, and those funds 
help offset the dues that the 
scouts pay over time,” De-
mers said. 

Demers said that Scout 
Troop 1849 is now under the 
guidance and chartered by 
the Rotary Club of Chicop-
ee after years of being tied 
to the Moose Lodge, but he 
echoed that the lodge and its 
members continue to be a 
great partner. 

“Currently we are char-
tered by the Rotary Club 
of Chicopee, but I want to 
make clear that the Moose 
Lodge continues to be a tre-
mendous supporter of ours,” 
Demers said. “They let us 
use their facilities, along 
with helping advertise our 
other fundraisers, and we 
continue to help out where 
we can as well; we’ve done 
some cleanup, some paint-
ing, some mulching, and I 
think it just shows we have 
built a terrific network to be 
part of.” 

Echoing similar senti-
ments was Senior Patrolman 
Kyle Gomes, who has been 
with Troop 1849 since mid-
dle school. 

“These fundraising ef-
forts go a long way, as they 
help us stay running as a 
troop, and it allows us to 
continue all sorts of activi-
ties such as hikes, camping 
trips, among other aspects of 
being in this organization,” 
Gomes said. “We coordinate 
car washes, we sell popcorn, 

meat sticks, this bottle drive, 
help out in the community, 
essentially all sorts of things, 
which I feel everything we 
do helps us to learn and grow 
over time.” 

Demers also brought 
attention to recently promot-
ed Eagle Scout, Aiden Lin-
denfeld, who completed his 
Eagle Project at the lodge 
by creating a flag retirement 
box, which currently resides 
in the lodge’s social quarter. 
The consensus gathered was 
that the box is a beacon of 
stability and ingenuity from 
the Scouts, and will remain 
going forward.

Adult volunteers from 
the event included Melanie 
Trexler, Loris Bjorkman 
Joslyn, Nate Joslyn, Kevin 
Vermette, Gloria Reyes, and 
Shannon Gomes. Scouts that 
assisted included William 
Demers, Kyle Gomes, Tyler 
Gomes, Sean Dixon, Jude 
Joslyn, Ethan Provost, Josh 
Trexler and Andre Louis. 

The fundraiser ran from 
9 a.m. to Noon. 

Members of Scout Troop 1849.

Group photo of the volunteers and Scouts in attendance. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRENDAN ROONEY 

Chicopee Parade 
Committee announces  
autumn events

CHICOPEE – The St. 
Patrick’s Parade Committee 
of Chicopee is planning two 
events in the fall to support 
its participation in the 2027 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade 
Committee.

The third annual Design-
er Purse Bingo  will be held 
on September 12, 2026, at the 
Portuguese American Club, 
149 Exchange St., Chicopee.   
All guests must be 18 years 
of age or older.   Doors will 
open at 4pm. Games will start 
promptly at 5 p.m.  Prizes for 
the lucky winners will be de-
signer handbags. 

Admission is $35, which 
includes 10 bingo card games 
and a door prize entry ticket. 
Dabbers will be available for 
purchase. Additional bingo 
card games can be purchased 
during the event. Tables of 
eight can be reserved for 
$240.00 and must be paid 
in full no later than Sept. 2.   
Checks should be made out 
to Chicopee Parade Commit-
tee and mailed to P.O. Box 
495 Chicopee, MA 01021, 
or brought to 1 Central Ave., 
Chicopee during regular busi-
ness hours (8:00 AM - 5:00 
PM) Monday thru Thursday.

Attendees are welcome 
to bring snacks but must pur-
chase beverages from the bar.  
Tickets for donated baskets 
will be available for pur-
chase.  Photos will be posted 
on the committee’s Facebook 
page for those interested in 
a preview of the prizes.  For 
more information or to re-

serve a table, call or text Aliv-
ia @ 413-378-5694 and leave 
a full name and good contact 
# where you can be reached. 

  New this year:  A  Golf 
Tournament  will be held on 
Saturday October 3, 2026, at 
the Chicopee Country Club, 
1290 Burnett Rd., Chicopee.   
Fee is $120 per Golfer which 
includes 18 holes of golf 
with cart, lunch and dinner.   
Cost is $440 per foursome.   
Dinner only tickets may be 
purchased for $40.   There 
are also sponsorship oppor-
tunities available from $100 
through $1000.  For more in-
formation or to register, call 
413-531-5161 or e-mail Chi-
copeeSPCgolf@gmail.com. 

Links to register for both 
of these events will be set 
up through zeffy and post-
ed on the committee’s Face-
book page at   https://www.
facebook.com/chicopeespc/.  
More information will be 
posted as it becomes avail-
able.   Proceeds will support 
the Chicopee contingent’s 
participation in the Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

The St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade Committee of Chicopee 
strives to promote Irish pride 
and culture through its many 
events.  For over 70 years, the 
committee has organized the 
annual Colleen Contest and 
Coronation Ball, constructed 
the Colleen’s award-winning 
float, and awarded scholar-
ships to young women who 
plan to further their education 
at a college or university. 

City of Chicopee – Notice 
of Smokestack Demolition 
on Uniroyal Property

CHICOPEE – The City 
of Chicopee would like to no-
tify residents that smokestack 
removal work is anticipated 
to begin on June 30 at the 
Uniroyal complex located at 
154 Grove Street. As part of 
ongoing efforts to improve 
site safety and support future 
redevelopment opportunities, 
the city has removed several 
compromised structures in re-
cent years and will continue 
those efforts with the forth-
coming smokestack demoli-
tion.

The work is expected to 
remain within the site and is 

not expected to affect traffic 
operations. Out of an abun-
dance of caution, the levee 
along the rear of the property 
should be avoided while dem-
olition activities are under-
way. Residents in the vicinity 
may experience temporary in-
creases in noise during work 
hours. Contractors will imple-
ment appropriate safety mea-
sures, including dust-control 
practices, to minimize im-
pacts on the surrounding area. 

For any questions or con-
cerns, residents are urged to 
call the Planning department 
at 413-594-1515. Polish Center of Discovery and Learning Scholarship 

CHICOPEE – The Pol-
ish Center of Discovery & 
Learning is opening appli-
cations for the third year 
of its academic scholarship 
program for students of 
Polish heritage. The schol-
arship is provided through 
a generous donation from 
Donald Tenerowicz and is 
named the Theodore P. Ten-
orowicz and Mary E. Bigos 

Endowed Scholarship Pro-
gram to honor his parents.

Kenneth Lemanski, 
Board member of the Pol-
ish Center and Chairman of 
the Education Committee, 
comments “As the cost of 
higher education continues 
to increase, we are grateful 
to scholarship donors to the 
PCDL so that together we 
may make it a little easier 

for students and their par-
ents to afford a quality ed-
ucation.”

To be eligible, ap-
plicants must be enrolled 
full-time in an accredited 
university or college, be in 
good academic standing, 
maintain a GPA of 3.8 or 
higher and be of Polish her-
itage. Applications can be 
submitted starting June 19, 

2026, with an application 
deadline of September 18, 
2026. Scholarship appli-
cation and full criteria can 
be found at  https://clkr.me/
h5nfya.

For more information 
about the Polish Center of 
Discovery and Learning, 
please visit  http://www.
polishcenter.net or call 413-
592-0001.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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OPINION

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

Melissa, who gardens in 
Belchertown asked this ques-
tion of the Garden Lady.  

“It’s always so hard to 
install strawberry plants and 
pinch off the flowers the first 
year. Do you really have to?  
It would be so wonderful to 
enjoy some fruit.”

I completely understand 
where you are coming from! 
Last year I was in the same 
boat. This year, the fruit is 
coming in and boy, am I en-
joying it!  

Removing the flowers 
redirects the plant’s energy 
away from reproducing to 
forming strong roots and 
more shoots, so yes, it 
recommended practice. 

I thought you might 
find this column, one of 
my very first, helpful. It 
contains lots of good tips 
for strawberry culture.

I have fond memories 
of strawberry picking. One of 
the first days of summer vaca-
tion was always spent at a lo-
cal pick-your-own farm with 
my mom, filling boxes with 
luscious red berries.  

Like any kid I did my 
share of sampling out there 
in the rows, and my taste 
buds never forgot the intense 
sweetness found only in fresh 
picked fruit. Now that I have 
my own space to garden I am 
able to go strawberry picking 
in my backyard. 

With a lot of patience and 
a little labor, so can you!

My bareroot strawber-
ry plants arrived by mail in 
early spring. I had prepared 
the sunny space intended for 
them ahead of time, by eradi-
cating all weeds and tilling in 
two-inches of finished com-
post and some slow release 
organic fertilizer.  

Lime wasn’t necessary, 
as strawberries prefer a slight-
ly acidic soil.  

The plants looked a bit 
limp from their trip so the 
roots were soaked in water for 
an hour to rehydrate them pri-
or to planting.  I set the crown 
of the plant right at soil level 
with the roots spread over a 
small mound of soil in the 
hole.  

Keeping in mind that 

strawberries send out runners 
(daughter plants), I set my 
plants in a single row rough-
ly two-feet apart with three 
feet between the rows. This 
wide spacing allowed for four 
daughters to be positioned 
four-five inches apart from 
mom and each other.  

Some gardeners prefer 
to pinch away all runners, 
and nourish only the original 
mother plant. Initial yields 
may be higher, but without 
replacement plants the patch 
will expire sooner.  

All blossoms, although 
it is tempting to leave them, 
must be removed the first 
season so that energy will 
be spent on building strong 
roots.

I set up a soaker hose 
among the plants to be sure 
that they would continue 
to grow with gusto during 
droughty spells. If you choose 
to do the same, be sure to po-
sition runners under the hose, 
otherwise removing it for 
winter storage may be a diffi-
cult and tangled task.  

A mulch of chopped 
leaves conserves soil mois-
ture and prevents weeds from 
sprouting. Evergreen boughs 
laid over the row after the 
ground has frozen lessens tem-
perature extremes, preventing 
the plants from being heaved 
out of the ground during win-
ter freeze/thaw cycles.    

Anticipation begins to 
build in the spring of the sec-
ond season. It is only a matter 
of time before the plants will 
be loaded with ripe berries.  

As new growth emerges 
remove the protective boughs.  
Pull stray weeds and reap-
ply mulch. If frost threatens 
during blossoming cover the 
plants with spun poly floating 
row covers or old bed sheets.  

Keep up with watering. 
Lightweight netting works 
well to deter birds, while 
slugs can be captured in shal-
low containers filled with 
beer and buried at ground lev-
el.  Remove dead slugs and 
top off the beer nightly.

June-bearing strawber-
ries bear fruit for two-three 
weeks. Harvest when the ber-
ries are bright red; if fruit is 
picked unripe it may turn red, 

but flavor will be sacri-
ficed.  

The season can be 
extended a bit by grow-

ing early, mid and late 
season varieties, or by grow-
ing day-neutral types which 
bear smaller amounts of fruit 
over a longer period, from 
June-October.  

Nourse Farms (nourse-
farms.com) of South Deer-
field is an excellent local 
source for strawberry plants.  

After fruiting is complete 
mow down the plants with a 
push mower. I had to cross 
reference a few advice books 
before I had the courage to do 
this, but it surely did wonders 
to renovate the bed.  

Rake away the mowed 
leaves, thin runners that are 
too close, and remove the 
oldest plants. Top-dress with 
compost and a sprinkling of 
fertilizer before remulching.

Although labor intensive, 
strawberries are worth the 
work. Managing a strawber-
ry patch in this manner will 
likely keep it productive for 
five years. Imagine, your own 
flavorful memories!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Strawberry culture 101

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

You never know when 
someone is going to cross 
your path or how.  I met 
Cassidy Petersen (soon to be 
McGinnis) through her mom 
as Cassidy was preparing 
for her Jack & Jill.  I make 
raffles where I work and was 
asked if I would make a cou-
ple for Cassidy, of which I 
agreed.  When Cassidy and 
her mom came to pick them 
up, that’s when I met Cassi-
dy for the first time.  Some 
people you just instinctively 
know are kind and I knew 
right away she was someone 
who would have a great sto-
ry to share.  

Cassidy worked as a 
Veterinarian Assistant for 2 
years and then decided to go 
back to school to become a 
Medical Assistant.  This pro-
gram was offered through 
Baystate Medical Center 
where she did her internship 
at their cancer center.  This 
internship was in exchange 
for an agreed two-year con-
tract to continue to work for 
Baystate.  She now works at 
Baystate’s South Hadley’s 
Adult Primary Care facility. 
Though she has fulfilled her 
two-year commitment, she 
plans on staying there as she 
loves working directly with 
patients and loves being able 
to take a little extra time with 
them when needed. She said 
some times, people just need 
a listening ear and it feels 
good when she’s able to of-
fer that. Out of sixty appli-
cants, she was one of twenty 
chosen for this program. 

Cassidy’s grandmother, 
Bernice Peterson, was an 
anesthesiology nurse at 
Mercy Hospital where she 
always carried miraculous 
medals and gave them to 
patients before surgery to 
help them stay calm. Cassi-
dy was impressed with the 
difference her grandmother 
made and wanted to follow 
in her footsteps. Cassidy has 
had patients compliment her 
on her calmness and how it 
helped them through diffi-
cult things.  Sounds like she 
learned well from Grandma.

Cassidy credits her 
mom, who is a caregiver as 
well, for her empathy and 
making sure she had oppor-
tunities at a young age to 
help kindle her own.  When 
she was young, she used to 
volunteer at the Forest Park 
Zoo helping to feed all the 
animals.  When she was just 
8 years old, she went to Zoo 
Camp where she not only 
played with various animals 
but learned how to care for 
them.  Her Dad was an an-
imal control officer from 
whom she developed a love 
of snakes and other reptiles.  
During high school, she ran 
her own successful wild life 
rehab that her mom helped 
her with. 

When she was a teen-
ager her cat gifted her with 
a tiny mouse, that was so 

young it didn’t even have its 
eyes opened.  She nurtured 
that little creature, feeding 
it every couple of hours as it 
nibbled on bits of soft food.  
She explained that luckily, 
she was on school vaca-
tion so that doing that was 
a possible endeavor.  She 
was devasted when he only 
lived about three months af-
ter she’d taken such vigilant 
care of him, but knew at that 
point in her life she wanted 
to help animals and people.

Cassidy and her fian-
cé have been together for 
six years and engaged for 
two.  She said she wanted 
to enjoy just being engaged 
and not rush into planning 
a wedding, but they’ve now 
set a June date this year. To-
gether she and Morgan have 
two dogs and two cats and 
explained why she fell in 
love with him almost imme-
diately. When they were at 
dinner, he saw a man wear-
ing a Veteran’s hat eating 
alone at the next table and 
anonymously paid for his 
meal. He told the waitress 
not to tell him who’d done 
that, but just to thank him 
for his services.  She knew 
right then they had the same 
values and he was definitely 
a ‘keeper.’  Her grandfather 
had been in the Navy so 
seeing him do this meant a 
lot to her. Morgan’s grand-
father was a firefighter as 
well as Morgan’s twin sister, 
so they’ve both come from 
families who know the sig-
nificance of helping others.

Personally, as many, 
she’s paid for that cup of 
coffee for the person behind 
her. She’s also bought items 
to donate such as toothpaste, 
soap and other personal 
items for the homeless. 

She said she tries to 
make a difference every day 
in someone’s life. It could be 
with a compliment to a com-
plete stranger or someone 
she knows.  She said a sim-
ple genuine smile can make 
such a difference in some-
one’s day.  She explained 
the feeling of doing Random 
Acts of Kindness outweighs 
the needed recognition of 
doing them.  It creates an in-
ner elation and happiness for 
you as well. 

It was sheer pleasure 
meeting such an inspiring 
young woman!  It’s always 
such a joy to share the good-
ness of people, we just need 
to take a moment to notice 
them. 

If you’d like to share a 
Random Act of Kindness sto-
ry or if this one has touched 
you, please contact me at 
bdt514@aol.com or 413-
575-9385.  Who knows, you 
might see your story, ‘Just 
‘Cause’ you witnessed, you 
did or maybe received some-
thing nice being done for 
you.  See you soon with an-
other Random Act of Kind-
ness! 

By Barb Turcotte

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Chicopee Register
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

chicopeeregister@turley.com  •  413.283.8393

Your Community Newspaper

 Dear Rusty: 
Regarding Social Secu-

rity’s financial issues, three 
people contributing to Social 
Security for every one ben-
eficiary sounds to me like a 
surplus. 

If they had given workers 
their own accounts, similar 
to a 401k, where they could 
manage their own money, it 
would have worked out more 
favorably for retirees. Presi-
dent George W Bush suggest-
ed these changes, but it was 
shot down by Congress.  

The average worker now 
pays a 6.2% Social Securi-
ty tax. If the government had 
bumped it up to say 7%, I 

don’t believe that me or any-
one else would have cried too 
hard. 

There are ways of cor-
recting this before the SS re-
serves are depleted and, hope-
fully, Congress will address 
Social Security’s financing 
soon. 

Signed: Skeptical Senior
 
Dear Skeptical: 

Believe it or not, putting 

SS contributions from payroll 
taxes into separate individual 
accounts is not really a good 
idea. 

For information, most 
people get back all payroll 
taxes they contributed to So-
cial Security within about five 
years of receiving SS bene-

Why don’t they just create individual 
Social Security accounts?

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

See SOCIAL SECURITY 
page 10
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal S. American 

rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Excitedness
 16. Armed Forces branch
 17. Actor Harris
 18. Middle Eastern capital
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to “Pa”
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Popular computers
 27. Reduce light
 28. Asian mountain range
 29. Every one of two or 

more
 30. Absence of difficulty
 31. A public announcement 

of a proposed marriage
 33. Whittles
 34. Impact
 38. Serviceman
 39. A French river
 40. Prehistoric people

 43. Messenger ribonucleic 
acid

 44. __ Clapton, musician
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 50. Singer Hansard
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Manifesting approval
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Former AL MVP Vaughn
 59. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
 64. Relating to passerine 

birds
 65. Arrange systematically

CLUES DOWN
   1. Colorless fluid
  2. Of a main artery
  3. Photographer’s tool
  4. Blues Traveler hit “But 

__”
  5. Grew older
  6. Not the leader
  7. __ Lang (country singer)
  8. A driver’s license is one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Wildebeests
 13. Equal to one quintillion 

bytes
 14. Japanese three-stringed 

lute
 15. Type of cat
 20. It cools your home
 21. The ancient Egyptian 

sun god
 22. Pouches
 23. German trigraph
 27. Form of Persian
 29. Measurement unit
 30. Body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action 

committee
 34. Snack food

 35. Front part of a 
quadruped

 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. __, myself and I
 40. City in Utah
 41. They play in the 

trenches
 42. “Can’t Touch This” 

rapper __ Hammer
 44. Type of tree
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for mistake
 47. More open
 48. Most slick
 50. Needles
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Atomic #11
 54. Large fish of the 

mackerel family
 55. Not any
 57. __ and behold
 61. Popular sports highlight 

show (abbr.)
 62. “The Great Lakes State”

perintendent is that I believe 
in teaching history so that we 
can be aware of our history so 
we do not fall victim to repeat 
history and so, when I stand 
here today and say that I’m a 
proud superintendent of the 
city of Chicopee, I mean it and 
it’s one of those things where 
I have to recognize the times 
that we’re in in the world but 
I still remain very optimistic 
about who we are, how we ac-
cept each other’s culture and 
how we don’t need to tolerate 
but accept each other’s peo-
ple,” Ware said.

Ward 1 City Councilor 
Abigail Arriaga shared that 
when having a Friday or 
Monday off, she would say, 
“It’s not just a day off.”

“Remember why we get 
the day off, remember our 
history and why some peo-
ple get the day off and some 
people have to work. Thank 
people while they’re working 
too,” Arriaga said. “Remem-
ber the history behind why 
we’re here. Let’s not repeat 
history. Let’s be kind to each 
other, no matter what walk of 
life we’re from. Make today 
better, make tomorrow better. 
We’re all here, we’re all going 
through something.”

Ward 2 City Councilor 
Shane Brooks noted what is 
unique to Chicopee is its di-
versity and being a Gateway 
City.

“A Gateway City brings 
so much promise to our future 
growth and the development 
of the young people, as Dr. 
Ware alluded to, who hope-
fully will choose to stay here. 
Raise their families in Chi-
copee, contribute to the vital-
ity of our society and really 
bring awareness to our differ-
ences and culture, ideologies, 
but yet come together under 
one strong front to represent 
Chicopee as proud Chicopee-
ans, as the mayor would say, 
because we’re all here for one 
another, and in order to move 
the city forward, we have to 
work in one united front re-
gardless of the cause,” Brooks 
said. 

Ayanna Crawford, 

founder and president of The 
Kwanzaa Collective, brought 
in Marvin Carr, CEO of The 
Kidney Advocate, and Chi-
copee Cultural Council Mem-
ber Wilhemina Humphries 
to recognize two community 
members for their impacts on 
the city.

The first honoree was 
Taki Allah for his commit-
ment to family, service and 
community through his time 
at the Connecticut House of 
Corrections, the Springfield 
Fire Department and an EMT 
in West Springfield. Also, for 
saving the life of a six-year-
old girl who was choking, 
volunteering with the Ameri-
can Red Cross teaching CPR 
and First Aid and serving as 
an original member of the 
Men of Color Health Aware-
ness. Allah was a resident for 
30 years, with 20 of those 
years in Chicopee Center.

The second honoree was 
Timothy Woolridge, who 
served six years in the U.S. 
Navy and attained the rank 
of E4 and worked with the 
Springfield Water Depart-
ment, the Department of Pub-
lic Works and the U.S. Postal 
Service. He retired in 2005 
after serving the residents of 
Springfield and now resides 
in Chicopee. He was recog-
nized for his military service, 
professional achievement and 
many years of dedicated pub-
lic service. 

Crawford also hopes to 
grow the Juneteenth Commit-
tee and celebration. 

“So the goal is for next 
year in the city of Chicopee, 
we have a wonderful event 
that the community will be 
able to attend and participate 
in and we are collaborating 
with the Cultural Council 
and they will be leading that 
charge for next year,” Craw-
ford said. 

Vieau then read the may-
or’s proclamation, present-
ing it to Lelia Jiggetts. Then, 
several community members 
gathered to raise the June-
teenth flag.

Jiggetts was excited to 
receive the proclamation.

“I’m just honored and 
blessed and glad that they’re 
able to recognize Juneteenth, 

especially here in Chicopee. 
I actually was a resident of 
Chicopee as well. I grew up 
here until at least I was about 
eight. My dad, also, was in 
the Air Force—Westover Air 
Force Base as well—so know-
ing that they’re acknowledg-
ing Juneteenth in Chicopee, I 
love to see that it’s including 
everyone,” Jiggetts said.

Jiggetts said the commu-
nity should come out for cele-
brations like this.

“This is a very, very im-
portant time because a lot of 
people forget. We laid a lot of 
foundation, we built the coun-
try as well and we need to be 
recognized for that,” Jiggetts 
said.

She also stressed pre-
serving history.

“It’s very important that 
we all come out and we all 
support one another as a com-
munity and also like Miss 
Ayanna said. It doesn’t matter 
what race you are, from Ital-
ians to Greeks to Mexicans, 
we all should come together 
and celebrate—like I said be-
fore—humanity that we all 
are as one,” Jiggetts said.  

Her message was this.
“Come on out, come and 

support and even if you can’t, 
do your research,” Jiggetts 
said. “Now, technology is at 
the tip of our fingers. Google 
it, go to the library, go some-
where that you feel comfort-
able to research on what Af-
rican-Americans did and are 
still doing.” 

JUNETEENTH
 from page 1

Mayor John Vieau, Timothy Woolridge, Taki Allah, Chicopee Cultural Council Member Wilhemina Humphries, 
Marvin Carr, CEO of The Kidney Advocate, and Ayanna Crawford, founder and president of The Kwanzaa 
Collective, in a group photo.

Ayanna Crawford, founder 
and president of The Kwanzaa 
Collective, provides opening 
remarks.

The Juneteenth flag outside city hall. 

Ward 1 City Councilor Abigail 
Arriaga stressed remembering 
history.

Superintendent Dr. Marcus 
Ware offers his perspective.

Community members gather together to crank the lever to raise the Juneteenth flag.

Ward 2 City Councilor Shane 
Brooks reflected on diversity.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Mayor John Vieau speaks about 
the importance of Juneteenth.

Leila Jiggetts with the mayor’s proclamation she received from 
Mayor John Vieau
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properly handling an employ-
ee misconduct investigation. 

Upon receiving the com-
munication from Ware last 
month, Figueroa was given 15 
days to appeal his decision to 
terminate her. 

It is unclear if Figueroa 
appealed the decision, and 
a Chicopee Public Schools 
spokesperson for Ware de-
clined to comment on this de-
velopment on Wednesday. 

Regardless, Ware’s 
choice to let Figueroa go has 
come under heavy fire, pri-
marily from staff members 
who worked alongside her at 
Chicopee High School. 

During the public speak-
ing portion of the June 17 
School Committee meeting, 
numerous employees voiced 
concerns. 

Michelle Lafond, a phys-
ical education and health 
teacher at Chicopee High 
School, respectfully asked 
the School Committee to in-
vestigate the circumstances 
under which Figueroa was 
dismissed. 

She said Ware spoke to 
the staff at the high school 
after making the decision, but 
his visit only left those who 
work in the building more 
confused. 

Lafond pointed out that 
since Figueroa entered the 
position in 2024, the high 
school’s culture has blos-
somed, as more students have 
attended class, and less stu-

dents have gotten in trouble. 
Now, Lafond says things 

are going downhill. 
“Since she has left, 

things are quickly falling 
apart. Many rules are no lon-
ger followed because we feel 
like, you know, we’re not sure 
what exactly the rules are 
anymore,” Lafond said. 

She added that Figueroa 
created a “culture and climate 
that was so welcoming and 
stable.” 

Under Figueroa’s watch, 
Lafond observed that students 
felt more secure and weren’t 
left wondering what would 
happen on a day-to-day basis. 

“They know what their 
rules are, they know what 
their expectations are, and if 
we don’t meet them, there are 
very clear rules and regula-
tions as to what was supposed 
to happen,” Lafond said. 
“This was the easiest year 
I’ve ever had teaching. All I 
had to do was my job.” 

Lafond said she will miss 
Figueroa’s clear and consis-
tent communication as well 
as her upbeat approach to ed-
ucating. 

“I personally am dev-
astated by her removal and 
know that many, many staff 
feel the same,” Lafond said. 
“I would respectfully ask that 
we look into the real reason-
ing for her termination, and 
then also what is the plan 
going forward as far as, you 
know, her job hasn’t been 
posted. We’re a little bit un-
easy as a staff as far as what’s 

going to happen next year.” 
Thomas Kerner, a para-

professional at Chicopee 
High School, said that he and 
his colleagues already greatly 
miss the “administrative and 
supervisory expertise” that 
Figueroa brought to the build-
ing. 

He admitted he was 
ready to leave the district after 
the 2023-2024 school year, 
but that all changed when 
Figueroa was put in charge. 

“One week into the 
’24-’25 school year, I was 
happy that I returned to 
Chicopee High. Behavior-
al expectations were clear 
and enforced,” Kerner said. 
“Hallways were quiet during 
instruction times, and there 
were no interruptions by stu-
dents from other classes en-
tering classrooms uninvited to 
chat with their friends, as had 
prevailed the prior year. Also, 
cellphone use by students 
during class time dropped 
precipitately.” 

Kerner emphasized that 
Figueroa always had time to 
listen to her staff members, 
whether it was in a private 
meeting or a public setting. 
He also said she made admin-
istrative efforts to support a 
healthy work environment for 
staff. 

If Kerner gets anoth-
er opportunity to work with 
Figueroa, he won’t hesitate to 
take it. 

“If Miss Fasoli accepts 
an administrative position in 
our area, I will be the first to 

PRINCIPAL from page 1

Bonnie Gebbie, whose 
own parents were once Riv-
erMills residents, volunteers 
one to two times a week. 

“I like to pay back to 
the community…the staff 
are wonderful and the meals 
are great,” Gebbie said when 
asked what made her volun-
teer. 

Gebbie also recollect-
ed on her time volunteering 
for the busy Easter breakfast 
brunch back in April and how 
much she enjoyed being a 
part of it. 

Michael McCann, shared 
“It feels very good and appre-
ciated to be celebrated,” fur-
ther saying he looks forward 
to hearing from his children.

Adalberto Colon said 
this. 

“The staff is good, the 
food is great, [the staff] al-
ways acknowledges us as 
one big happy family,” Colon 
said.

He went on to talk about 
his own experiences having 
done elder care earlier in his 
days and how he enjoys be-
ing at the senior center, hav-
ing come from Connecticut 

to be there.
As the breakfast was 

wrapping up, the staff went 
around to give the dads a 
gift: a back scratcher with the 
writing “We’ve got your back 
dad,” on them. 

Conroy also came out 
from the kitchen to ask how 
everyone was enjoying break-
fast which was followed with 
applause from each table. 

Conroy later addressed 
the attendees. 

“Sending wishes to you 
all and your family and a hap-
py Father’s Day this Sunday,” 
Conroy said. 

The full house cheered 
with gratitude to the staff 
members on their way out of 
the cafeteria.

After the event, Con-
roy talked about the impor-
tance of hosting Father’s Day 
breakfast at the senior center, 
“wanting to include the men 
more …[and] trying to cele-
brate dads and say thank you.”

The center has more 
events coming up similar to 
this event, such as their 250th 
Anniversary barbeque they 
just hosted on June 25. 

On July 1 at 1:30 p.m., 
they will have an Indepen-

dence Day Tea Party in Abi-
gail’s Garden for $5 with top-
ics surrounding plant life and 
how America’s history is tied 
to it. 

Conroy also mentioned 
reenactments that will take 
place on both July 28 and 
Aug. 18 to honor Paul Revere 
and John Hancock. Concerts, 

trivia, and arts and crafts 
events will also take place at 
the center alongside the up-
coming Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage trip on Aug. 12. 

Residents are encouraged 
to stay updated for all other 
events and schedule through 
the RiverMills Senior Center 
newsletter.  

FATHER’S DAY 
from page 1

have these open discussions 
but generalizing conversa-
tion and having it more as a 
briefing rather than a hear-
ing might be beneficial to 
the community.” 

Ward 1 Councilor Abi-
gail Arriaga agreed with her 
fellow board members. She 
said it’s not worth the time 
to hold the public meeting. 

“I don’t find it benefi-
cial to pull our department 

heads and ask them ‘what 
if’ questions and pull them 
away from very import-
ant things right now to say, 
‘Well, maybe this, maybe 
that.’ Especially when there 
isn’t a question to go with 
this, it’s a very broad meet-
ing I guess we would have,” 
Arriaga said. 

After feeling the tem-
perature of the room, 
Costello agreed that the 
meeting would be the city’s 
best option now. She voted 
against her own proposal in 

an act of solidarity with her 
colleagues. 

“I appreciate all the 
input from my colleagues. 
This is a very controversial 
subject, the battery storage 
facilities, especially in oth-
er communities,” Costello 
said. “We don’t have the 
authority. That’s the bottom 
line, and through this dis-
cussion, the public is going 
to know that we don’t have 
the authority now. Whether 
or not that changes in the fu-
ture, we don’t know.” 

BATTERY STORAGE
from page 1

CHICOPEE -  Each 
month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free 
programs for children, teens, 
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department provides 
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that 
promote literacy and explore 
creativity. Here is the slate of 
events for July 2026. 

It’s Summer Reading 
Season! Did You Read To-
day? The annual  Summer 
Reading Challenge  is on. 
Read every day from  June 
24 – Aug. 14. Read anything 
and everything, sign up to 
track your reading progress 
with Beanstack or on paper or 
both, and come to the library 
for creative activities and ex-
citing performances!

The  ChicopeeFRESH 
Community Kitchen food 
truck  will be in the library 
parking lot distributing free 
meals to kids 18 and under 
every weekday from 1:30 to 2 
p.m. June 29- Aug. 14. Grab 

your lunch and come inside 
for a place to eat and may-
be some activities at  Lunch 
Club, weekdays 1:30-2ish in 
the Children’s Room Activity 
Room.

Join us on Thursday Af-
ternoons from 2 to 3 p.m. for 
a creative activity. Activi-
ties will rotate depending on 
weather and availability. Up-
dates on what we will be do-
ing will be posted every Mon-
day. Check for updates on our 
social media and in the Kids 
Room.

Caravan Puppets will per-
form a show for the summer 
reading theme, Plant a Seed, 
Read at  2 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 1.    Puppet tales of 
planting seeds and tales that 
plant seeds! For all ages. This 
program is supported by the 
Chicopee Cultural Council, 
a local agency, which is sup-
ported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

Summer Dance Par-

ty  will be on  Tuesdays, July 
7 and 21 at 10:30 a.m. Mov-
ing and grooving for kids 
and their caregivers. Geared 
toward ages 0-8, but all are 
welcome! 45 minutes to one 
hour of energetic activity in-
cluding singing and dancing, 
action rhymes, and playing 
with props like scarves and 
shakers. 

On  Wednesday, July 8 
at 2 p.m., Professor Bug-
man will bring his Arthropod 
Petting Zoo to introduce you 
to some bugs and share fun 
facts about how they live. For 
ages 3-11. Please contact the 
Children›s Room or sign up 
online. 

Come to a Bubble Show 
with Mr. Vinny  of Toe Jam 
Puppet Band Fame on Friday, 
July 10 at 10 a.m.  Big bub-
bles, big fun for all ages. 

Summer Storytime  will 
be held on Tuesdays July 14 
and 28 at 10:30 a.m.  Listen 
to some read-aloud books, do 
some rhymes and songs and 

enjoy a craft or activity. This 
mixed-age storytime is geared 
towards 0-8 and should have 
something for everyone to 
enjoy. July 14 will be Beach 
Storytime, with a paper sand-
castle craft. July 28 will be 
about Dandelions.

Come to a magic show 
with  Ed Pop on Wednesday, 
July 15 at 2 p.m. This fun and 
funny show is great for all 
ages. 

Join us for a  Summer 
Playgroup on Friday, July 17 
at 10:30 a.m. A great time to 
meet up and play with friends. 
We’ll bring some extra toys 
and sidewalk chalk, outside if 
the weather is nice. 

Chinese Acrobat, Li 
Liu  will amaze and astound 
with her feats of strength and 
grace while telling stories of 
her childhood in China and 
her long career as an acro-
bat.     Wednesday, July 22 at 
2 p.m. 

Learn to make  Balloon 
Flowers with Ed the Wizard 

on Friday, July 24 at 10:30 
a.m. Using professional Q260 
Latex Twisty Balloons, pa-
trons will learn the art of Bal-
loon Twisting. Individual help 
is provided as needed, child 
or adult! Best for ages 7 and 
up. Younger siblings are wel-
come, but they will need an 
adult to help them. 

Wildlife on Wheels will 
be here on Wednesday, July 
29. Meet animal ambassa-
dors from Springfield Zoo in 
Forest Park. Learn about the 
animals, including their spe-
cial adaptations, habitats, be-
haviors, diets and status in the 
wild. Space is limited, regis-
tration is required, please sign 
up for session 1 at 1 p.m. or 
session 2 at 2:15.

We will have a  Garden 
Storytime at Rivers Park on 
Friday, July 31 at 11 a.m.

This will be a storytime 
collaboration with our friends 
from Chicopee Fresh happen-
ing at 41 Meadow Street in 
Chicopee.

Teens
All teen events are for 

ages 11-18.  Space is limited 
and not guaranteed. Doors 
will close 15 min after the 
start time. 

Our Sew a Dino event for 
teens will be on Monday, July 
13 at 6:30 p.m.! Using simple 
sewing techniques, teens will 
get to create their own dino-
saur plushie. No prior sewing 
knowledge is necessary! All 
skill levels are welcome.

Join ChicopeeFRESH at 
the library on  Monday,  July 
27th at 6:30 p.m.  for a tasty 
evening of  Yogurt Bowls! 
Learn about some yummy, 
and healthy, additions you 
can mix into yogurt to make a 
filling snack, then get to try it 
by creating your own yogurt 
bowl!

Visit our website 
for more info about all 
of the library’s events! 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org.

Chicopee Public Library hosts programs for kids and families

Residents gathered and enjoying a celebratory breakfast with visiting family in the senior center’s cafeteria.

apply for employment at her 
school,” Kerner said. 

Benjamin Eisen, pres-
ident of the Chicopee Edu-
cation Association, issued a 
public statement last month 
shortly after Figueroa learned 
she would be terminated.  

He described Figueroa as 
an “enthusiastic and passion-
ate administrator” who ad-
dressed various issues at the 
high school, including low 
staff morale, chronic disrup-
tions in the hallways and poor 
academic achievement. 

“We needed a specif-
ic sort of leader to help turn 
the school around, and she 
was up for that challenge,” 
Eisen said. “Gina’s greatest 
achievement in her tenure at 
Chicopee High School was 
revitalizing the culture of the 
school.” 

Eisen stressed that 

Figueroa built a “culture of 
support” in the high school. 

“Through shoutouts, 
team building activities, high-
lighting wins and more, she 
was able to help cultivate a 
sense of belonging for many 
staff members,” Eisen said. 
“She often provided staff 
members with a sense of sup-
port, whether through person-
al conversations with individ-
ual members or through her 
words and actions at faculty 
meetings.” 

Eisen complimented 
Figueroa’s ability to uplift 
students and staff members, 
helping them excel in their 
daily tasks. 

“She was always able to 
put a positive spin on events 
toward the goal of improving 
the culture of the school,” he 
said. 

Eisen acknowledged 

that Figueroa is not an ex-
pert at all aspects of running 
a school but said that she was 
showing growth after putting 
in countless hours of work to 
improve. 

Even when Eisen did not 
see eye to eye with Figueroa, 
he said they still had a strong 
working relationship and 
were always able to put stu-
dents first. He is certainly 
disappointed to see her let 
go. 

“Gina Fasoli Figueroa 
would [still] make a fantas-
tic administrator in your in-
stitution,” Eisen concluded. 
“From her innate ability to 
rally staff towards a common 
goal to her willingness to 
grow and learn systems that 
are already in practice, she 
is a strong leader, and I have 
faith that she will excel in al-
most any situation.” 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BENNY PADILLA

Patriotic mason jar center pieces with checkered and sparkling 
blue and white stars, faux budding red flowers and blue roses, 
colorful and shiny pinwheels, and tweed ribboning tied with a 
blue bow.
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Aldenville Legion falls to East Springfield
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

C H I C O P E E — S i n c e 
opening the Legion baseball 
season with a victory at West-
field Post 124, and a road tie 
versus Sheffield Post 340, Al-
denville (Chicopee) Post 337 
hasn’t experienced very much 
success on the diamond. 

Aldenville was trailing 
undefeated East Springfield 
Post 420, 2-1, entering the 
third inning of last Wednes-
day’s game at historic Szot 
Park. Post 337 (1-3-1) wound 
up losing their third game in 
a row, as East Springfield (4-
0) pulled away with the help 
of three unearned runs in the 
fourth inning, and four more 
runs in the sixth leading to a 
9-2 victory.

“We were right with them 
early in the game,” said Al-
denville manager Nate Caril-
lon. “I thought Alex (Savlick) 
pitched very well in his first 
Legion start of the season, but 
we didn’t help him out defen-
sively. We just need to start 
playing a little bit better.” 

Savlick, who graduated 
from Minnechaug Regional 
on June 11, allowed five runs 
(two earned) on eight base 
hits. The righthander also re-
corded four strikeouts and is-
sued only one walk.

Righty Matt Butler gave 
up four runs on three hits 
in the sixth inning, as East 
Springfield batted around.

Savlick managed to retire 
the side in order during the 
top of the first inning.

East Springfield began 
the second inning with back-
to-back singles from third 

baseman Eduardo Villafane 
and shortstop Noah Sierra. 
Second baseman Javier Pena 
drove home the game’s first 
run with a groundball to Al-
denville first baseman Mi-
chael Letellier.

East Springfield took a 
2-0 lead when left fielder Seth 
Tyrrell blasted a triple to deep 

left field with two outs.
The home team loaded 

the bases in the bottom half of 
the frame.

Right fielder Noah Car-
illon drew a leadoff walk 
against East Springfield 

Michael Letellier fields a throw to first. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Ryan Netkovick sends a throw away.

Aiden Robinson sends a throw across the diamond.

Pioneers battle to draw with Boston Bolts
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— After 21 
days away from historic Lu-
sitano Stadium, the West-
ern Mass. Pioneers returned 
home last Friday night for an 
intra‑state showdown with the 
Boston Bolts.

The Pioneers faithful 
supporters had plenty to cel-
ebrate early in the match, as 

the home side stormed out to 
a 2–0 advantage in the 24th 
minute.

The Bolts responded 
with a goal late in the first 
half. They struck again 15 
minutes into the second half 
and the USL League Two 
matchup ended in a 2–2 draw 
in front of a large crowd.

“We held a 2-1 halftime 
lead,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. 

“We didn’t play very well in 
the second half. This is a very 
disappointing result for us.”

Both teams entered the 
match with a total of 14 goals.

The Pioneers (5-1-2), 
who have allowed 10 goals, 
are currently sitting in third 
place in the Northeast Divi-
sion table behind NEC and 
Vermont Green FC. 

The top two finishers in 
the division will automati-
cally qualify for the league 
playoffs. 

The Pioneers, who went 
2-0-1 in their previous three 
matches on the road, have 
qualified for the league play-
offs each year since joining 
USL League Two in 2019.     

The Western Mass. squad 
will most likely need to win 
their remaining five regular 
season matches and get a lit-
tle bit of help along the way to 
keep the playoff streak alive.

“It’s very disappoint-
ing letting a two goal lead 
slip away, especially in front 
of our fans,” said Felipe De 
Andrade, who scored the Pi-
oneers second goal. “We’re 
going to continue to improve 
and keep fighting the rest of 
the season.” 

De Andrade, who’s from 
Westborough, played for the 
Bolts, which only won three 

Mutiny suffers loss to Crusaders
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Following 
three straight 2-1 road loss-
es, the New England Mutiny 
were looking to celebrate 
a home victory versus the 
Hudson Valley Crusaders.

The Mutiny managed 
to take a 1-0 lead before the 
Crusaders responded with 
four unanswered goals lead-

ing to a 4-2 victory in a USL 
W League match held at Lu-
sitano Stadium, last Saturday 
night.

“This is a very chal-
lenging league,” said Avery 
Klingensmith, who was an 
outstanding soccer player at 
Belchertown High School. 
“We’ve had several games 
this season where we had 
taken an early lead and 
wound up losing, which is a 

little bit frustrating. Protect-
ing a lead is something that 
we need to work on. We re-
ally wanted to win tonight’s 
game.”

The Mutiny (1-5-2) 
are first-year members of 
the USL W League. Their 
only victory came at home 
against AC Connecticut, 5-0, 
on May 30. They lost two 

Santiago Blasco fights to keep the ball. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Alfred Baafi 
dribbles up 
the field.

Avery Klingensmith, of Belchertown, tries to get 
control of the loose ball.

Monson’s Tennessee Murphy advances up 
the field.

See ALDENVILLE 
page 8

See PIONEERS 
page 8
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Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, sends a long kick away.

See MUTINY page 8
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close road matches against 
Hudson Valley, 2-0, and 2-1.

The Crusaders (5-2-2), 
along with Hartford Athletic 
and Vermont Green FC, are 
trying to finish the regular 
season in first place in the 
Northeast Division. Only the 
first place team earns a berth 
in the league playoffs. 

Klingensmith, who 
wrapped up her collegiate 
soccer career at American 
University in Washington 
D.C. last fall, is planning to 
join a professional soccer 
team in Greece at the end of 
the summer.

“I’m really looking 
forward to starting my pro-
fessional soccer career in 
a different country,” Klin-
gensmith said. “Its going to 
be a different type of experi-
ence for me.”

Hope Santiniello, who’s 
from Agawam, has been a 
member of the Mutiny since 
2019. She played in her first 
home match of the 2026 sea-
son against the Crusaders.

“The atmosphere at this 
stadium is always amazing,” 
said Santiniello, who was 
a starting defender for the 
first time in last Saturday’s 
match. “It’s always been 
a pleasure playing for this 
team.”

Just like Klingensmith, 
Santiniello is seeking an op-
portunity to play soccer at 
the professional level. She’s 
hoping to join a women’s 
team in Florida.       

Another local player 
listed on the Mutiny roster 
is Tennessee Murphy, who 
began her high school soc-
cer career at Monson High 
School before transferring to 
the Loomis Chaffee School 
in Connecticut. She’ll be a 
freshman on the Bucknell 
University women’s soccer 
team in the fall. 

“Being a member of 
this soccer team is prepar-
ing me for the college level,” 
Murphy said. “I’m counting 
down the days until I leave 
for college. I’m looking for-
ward to the challenge.”

Murphy is scheduled to 
leave for Pennsylvania on 
July 27.

The Mutiny took a 1-0 
lead less than ten minutes 
into the opening half.

Hudson Valley goalie 
Brianne McDonald attempt-
ed to clear the ball, but it 
went directly to Mila Dil-
lard, who put a shot into the 
open net for an unassisted 
goal.

Dillard, who lives in 
Chicopee, is going to be a 
senior on the Pope Francis 
girls’ varsity soccer team, 
which is coached by her fa-
ther, Brent. She has verbally 
committed to playing soccer 
at the University of Ken-
tucky a year from now.

The Crusaders tied the 
score during the 18th minute 
of the opening half with Joy 
Okonye putting a header into 
the left corner of the net past 
Mutiny goalie Chloe Laizer.

About six minutes lat-
er, a goal from Emmanuella 
Frimpomaa gave the visiting 
team the lead for first time. 

The Crusaders were 

then given a penalty kick 
following a foul in the box. 

Okonye took the shot, 
which deflected off the right 
post.

With five minutes re-
maining in the first half, 
Laizer made an outstanding 
save on a breakaway shot 
from Frimpomaa, which 
kept the score at 2-1 a little 
bit longer.

The Crusaders did take 
a 3-1 lead when Marta Car-
rasco Mesa headed the ball 
into the net following a 
corner kick.

Frimpomaa scored her 
second goal of the match 30 
seconds into the second half, 
which pretty much sealed 
the Crusaders victory.

At the end of regulation, 
Trinity Clark scored a goal 
for the home team.

The Mutiny were sched-
uled to play a road match 
against AC Connecticut on 
Tuesday night before wrap-
ping up the season against 
Vermont Green at Lusitano 
Stadium at 6pm on Saturday 
night.

MUTINY from page 7

EARLY
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& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 2
– Thank you!

matches a year ago. 
“Western Mass has al-

ways been a very strong 
team,” he said. “I just want-
ed a new challenge this 
year. The atmosphere here 
is amazing and it’s a privi-
lege to be a member of this 
squad. I wouldn’t change 
anything.” 

De Andrade, who was 
a member of the New En-
gland Revolution Academy 
soccer team in high school, 
began his collegiate career 
at UMass Boston. He’ll be 
joining the men’s soccer 
team at Bryant University, 
which competes at the Divi-
sion 1 level, this fall.

The Pioneers had a 
couple of scoring chances 
during the first ten minutes 
of the contest.

Bolts goalie William 
Synnestvedt made his first 
save on a header from Mar-
tin Echarren six minutes into 
the first half. A minute later, 
Echarren, who plays soccer 
at the University of Charles-
ton, lined a shot towards 
the goal, but Synnestvedt (2 
saves) made the diving save 
knocking the ball over the 
end line resulting in a corner 
kick. 

The Pioneers broke the 
ice during the 21st minute.

The scoring play began 
with Alfred Baafi delivering 
a crossing pass in the box to 
Echarren, who put a header 
into the right corner of the 
net.

Three minutes later, De 

Andrade fired a shot into the 
back of the net after receiv-
ing a pass from Echarren.

The Bolts (3-4-2) cut 
their deficit in half when 
Connor Gibson scored on a 
header in the 37th minute.

Nikolaj Bertelsen was 
the Pioneers starting goalie 
for the first time this season. 
He replaced Ben Alexander, 
who suffered an injury in a 
1-0 win over the Conn. Rush 
two nights earlier.

“Ben suffered a head 
injury the other night and he 
had to get stitches,” Molinari 
said. “He’ll probably be out a 
couple of games.”

During the 60th minute, 
Xavier Tanyi lined a shot 
from about 25 yards out into 
the net tying the score at 2-2.

The Pioneers had a cou-

ple of chances to retake the 
lead during the last 30 min-
utes, but the score didn’t 
change on the scoreboard.

Western Mass. defend-
er Riley Priddy was given a 
straight red card from ref-
eree Luis Reis after pulling 
down a Bolts player just 
outside the top of the box 
in stoppage time. The free 
kick taken from Rainer Os-
selmann-Chai deflected off a 
Western Mass. defender and 
the home team salvaged a tie.

A tie is better than a 
loss, but it wasn’t what the 
Pioneers fans were hoping 
for.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to face the Bolts for the 
second time this season at 
Brandeis University on June 
30.

PIONEERS from page 7

Thomas Wadas clears the ball away.

Justin Rivera makes a catch in 
center.

ALLDENVILLE
from page 7

Gomarlo wins first 
modified race of career

WINCHESTER, NH –
Eddie Gomarlo won his first 
career Modified victory on 
the high banks of Monadnock 
Speedway Saturday.

Other winners on the first 
round of Monadnock’s 2026 
Triple Crown Series included 
Limited Late Model ace JD 
Stockwell, who won for the 
fourth time this season, Craig 
Smith, a first time winner in 
the Mini Stocks, and Michael 
Yeaton, who won a three-
across thriller to stay perfect 
at three-for-three in the Pure 
Stocks.

Matt Robinson became 
the Pro V8 Sportsman’s third 
different winner this sum-
mer, and Young Gun dynamo 
Dylan Stati scored his track-
high sixth 2026 feature win.

Cole Littlewood and 
Kimmy Rivet sat on row one 
as the 50-lap Allstates Materi-
als Group 604 Modified main 
event went green. Littlewood 
wasted no time in seizing the 
lead, with previous winner 
Andrew Brousseau charging 
up to second as Rivet got hung 
outside in the top groove.

Brousseau took charge on 
lap ten, opening some breath-
ing room as Ty Leclerc and 
Gomarlo battled for second 
behind him. Gomarlo claimed 
the deuce spot for good on lap 
23 and immediately set his 
sights on Brousseau.

Gomarlo rocketed to the 
front from the top groove on 
lap 26, holding strong the rest 
of the way to earn his first 
Monadnock Modified feature 
by three lengths, as a wild 
finish behind him saw Le-
clerc explode out of the final 
turn to edge Modified points 
leader Tyler Leary for second. 
Brousseau was fourth under 
the checkers, with Ben Byrne 
fifth. Colton Martin, who’d 
won his Monadnock first a 
week earlier, was sixth.

JD Stockwell, dominated 
the Twin State Truck Services 
Limited Late Models again 
Saturday, winning for the sec-
ond week in a row and fourth 
time this season.

Michael Lashua and 
Wesley Stedt sat up front as 
the 40-lap LLM feature went 
green.Stedt, bringing previ-
ous winner Hillary Renaud 
with him, would lead the 
first 15 laps, as Stockwell, 
charging from row three, 
closed in.

Stockwell rocketed into 
the lead on lap 16, with Re-
naud still good for second, 
and Robert Hagar closing in. 
While Stockwell would blast 
off into another universe to 
win with ease, the best battle 
in this one was waged for sec-
ond by Renaud and Hagar.

Hagar had taken the 
spot but Renaud, low along 
the backstretch, took it back 
on lap 36 and held strong to 
score the runner-up finish. 
With Hagar third, Lashua 
and Stedt completed the top 
five.

In one of a handful of 
wild finishes Saturday on the 
high banks, Michael Yeaton 
won by a foot in a three-wide 
charge to the checkers in a 
Brattleboro Towing and Re-
covery Pure Stock thriller.

Rookies Linsey Wenzel 
and Josh Brigham started up 
front, with Wenzel setting a 
fast pace as Yeaton rocketed 
forward from row five. Yea-
ton took charge on lap nine, 
but Kyle Boniface was red 
hot too.

Boniface got up for sec-
ond on lap 17, bringing Jim-
my Zellman with him,and 
the stage was set for excite-
ment. A stout whack in the 
side moved Yeaton up-track 
on lap 24, and Boniface to 
the front. Yeaton, though, 
would have none of it. 

Going to work at the top of 
the track, sometimes finding 
it more than narrow up there, 
Yeaton refused to lose. He, 
Boniface, and Zellman hit the 
finish line three across, with 
Yeaton making it three wins 
in a row, Boniface second by 
less than a foot, and Zellman 
riding beside him to come 
home third and stay atop the 
points parade, Brigham and 
Dylan Zullo were fourth and 
fifth.

A pair of track cham-
pions, Jon Fultz the current 
and Louie Maher the former 
Keene Towing and Recovery 
Mini Stock speedway king, 
went head-to-head in their 
Triple Crown 30-lapper Sat-
urday, but Craig Smith, in his 
maiden voyage aboard the 
Aiken Motorsports entry, had 
big plans of his own.

Smith made a furious 
last-lap charge to steal the 
show Saturday. Fultz was sec-
ond in the blast to the check-
ers, with Maher in his shad-
ow for third. A pair of Tims, 
Paquette and O’Shea, com-
pleted the top five.

Matt Robinson led all the 
way to score his first Beck’s 
Automotive Pro V8 Sports-
man victory Saturday on the 
high banks. Aaron Thomp-
son, gunning for his second 
score of the summer, was less 
lucky.

Bouncing off the Ste-
phen LaPlante ride on lap 19, 
Thompson went heavily into 
the turn four wall. Ron Bur-
gess Jr., aboard his Bad Bum-
ble Bee ride, was second on 
the night, and Stephen Dubois 
third.

Dylan Stati continued his 
mastery of the Doug’s Auto 
Body Young Guns Saturday, 
soaring to his track-high sixth 
win of the season. Maeve 
Barry was second in the youth 
division 15-lapper.
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righty Edwar Fernandez. 
Then Salvick was safe at 
first base following a fielding 
error by the third baseman. 
Aiden Robinson followed by 
hitting a groundball a single 
into left field. After the next 
hitter struck out, Letellier 
drew a walk forcing home a 
run which sliced Aldenville’s 
deficit in half.

“After they took the lead, 
it was nice to see us score a 
run in the bottom half of the 
inning,” Nate Carillon said. 
“We were able to put a little 
bit of pressure on them.”

Fernandez escaped the 
bases loaded jam with a 
strikeout and flyball out.

With two outs in the 
following inning, Noah Car-
illon (2-for-3) and Salvick 
(3-for-3) had back-to-back 
singles to left field. The home 

team couldn’t tie the score or 
take the lead as the next bat-
ter grounded out ending the 
threat. 

Savlick didn’t get very 
much support from his de-
fense in the fourth inning as 
East Springfield built a 5-1 
lead with the help of two 
throwing errors.

Savlick hit a flyball sin-
gle into centerfield which 
scored second baseman Ryan 
Netkovick (single) with two 
outs in the fifth inning.

Any hopes Aldenville 
might have had of making a 
comeback ended in the sixth 
inning when East Springfield 
scored four more runs on four 
base hits. 

Aldenville will be look-
ing to even the season series 
against East Springfield on 
July 6 at Springfield Central.
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IN THE CITY

sure that the fire department 
keeps moving in the right di-
rection.”

City Clerk Keith Rattell 
then had Cross take the oath, 
officially swearing him in as 
the new fire chief. Cross was 
then joined by his wife and 
daughters for the pinning.

In his remarks, Cross 
shared that when he joined the 
CFD as a recruit firefighter, “I 
never imagined that one day I 
would be standing before you 
as the fire chief,” calling it “a 
tremendous honor.”

“Chicopee is my home 
and I’m deeply humbled by 
the trust placed in me. First, 
I want to thank my family. 
Mom, thank you for always 
supporting me and being 
there. To my wife, Diane and 
my daughters Angelina and 
Laura, this career has required 
long nights, missed holidays 
and countless hours of study. 
None of this would have been 
possible without your love, 
patience and unwavering sup-
port,” Cross said. 

He next thanked Vieau 
“for placing his trust in me 
and for his continued com-
mitment to public safety,” the 
City Council’s “ongoing sup-
port of the fire department” 
and “everyone else who has 
placed their confidence in 
me.”

“I do not take this respon-
sibility lightly,” Cross said. 

Cross also thanked Stam-
borski for his service, includ-
ing his seven years as fire 
chief.

“Dan, you have left this 
department stronger and you 
have been a mentor and a 
friend,” Cross said. “I wish 
you a long, happy and healthy 
retirement.”

For the current and for-
mer members of the fire de-
partment, he said this.

“Everything I know 

about leadership, service and 
teamwork, I learned working 
alongside you. Thank you for 
that,” Cross said. “I’ve also 
had the privilege of serving 
for 17 years as the Massa-
chusetts Department of Fire 
Services Hazardous Materials 
Team and as instructor at the 
Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy. Those experienc-
es, along with the outstand-
ing colleagues I work with, 
reinforce the importance of 
professionalism, preparation 
and clear thinking under pres-
sure.”

After recognizing the 
administrative personnel and 
D Group, Cross said “at the 
heart of everything we do are 
the residents of Chicopee who 
trust us during the most diffi-
cult moments of their lives.”

“This trust is something 
we will continue to earn ev-
ery day. As we move forward, 
we will never lose sight of 
the traditions and values that 
have made this department 
what it is today. As we look 
ahead, we must also acknowl-
edge that the fire service is 
changing. We face new chal-
lenges every day, increasing 

call volumes, staffing short-
ages and recruitment hur-
dles,” Cross said. “But there 
is nobody I would rather face 
these challenges with than the 
dedicated individuals in this 
room today. As fire chief, I 

believe our success will de-
pend upon taking care of our 
people, embracing innovation 
and remaining focused on our 
mission.”

His priorities will 
be placing the safety and 

well-being of the firefighters 
and community “at the center 
of every decision,” moderniz-
ing training and recruitment 
efforts “so we can attract, 
develop and retain the best 
talent,” continuing to build 
strong partnerships with city 
departments, state agencies 
and communities ‘to reduce 
risk and enhance our emer-
gency response” and leading 
the department with “fairness, 
consistency, transparency and 
respect.”

“Every day, the mem-
bers of this department an-
swer the call to protect lives, 
property and the safety of 
our community. That mis-
sion will continue to guide 
every decision we make and 
I am ready to work hard ev-
ery single day, lead with 
integrity and serve this de-
partment to the very best of 
my ability,” Cross said. “It 
is the honor of a lifetime to 
serve as the fire chief in the 
Chicopee Fire Department. I 
am proud to serve this great 
department, great city and to 
stand beside all of you.”

Cross later shared he 
was very excited about his 

new role and overwhelmed 
by the community support 
for him and the fire depart-
ment. He credited everybody 
he’s worked with—former 
and current—for where he is 
today and looks forward to 
leading the men and women 
in red.

“Us on the fire depart-
ment, we are very close, 
we’re a tight-knit unit and 
just showing that today by 
having all the people show 
up on a beautiful day outside. 
Everybody’s busy, everybody 
has jobs, everybody has a lot 
going on and for these mem-
ber of our department and 
former fire chiefs, former po-
lice chiefs to show up taking 
times out of their busy lives, it 
just means everything to me,” 
Cross said. 

He added that what 
makes the CFD special is “we 
are true professionals,” shar-
ing this message. 

“Let the residents know, 
our fire department, they are 
in good hands. We will come 
when they call and we will do 
whatever we can to help them 
in any way they need,” Cross 
said. 

CROSS from page 1

City Treasurer Marie Laflamme, Ward 5 City Councilor Joe Pasternak, Councilor-at-Large Jerry Roy, City Council Vice President/Ward 6 Councilor Sam Shumsky, City 
Council President/Councilor-at-Large Frank Laflamme, Fire Chief Matthew Cross, Mayor John Vieau, Ward 2 City Councilor Shane Brooks, Ward 4 City Councilor George 
Balakier and City Clerk Keith Rattell in a group photo.

Fire Chief Matthew Cross 
speaks after being sworn in.

Fire Chief Matthew Cross hugs his family members after being pinned. City Clerk Keith Rattell leads Fire Chief Matthew Cross in the oath.

Fire Chief Matthew Cross with City Treasurer Marie Laflamme.

Ask An Attorney 

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Council on host “Ask 
An Attorney” on Tuesday, 
July 7 at 10 a.m. at Chicopee 
Council on Aging’s River-
Mills Center, located at 5 W. 
Main Street.

Hyman Darling of Bacon 
Wilson will be here to chat 
about estates, wills and trusts.  
You must register in advance. 

Dementia Friends

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will offer a De-
mentia Friends program on 
Thursday, July 9 at 9 a.m. at 
RiverMills Center, located at 
5 W. Main Street.

This program, presented 
by staff from Trinity Health, 
aims to give people a better 
understanding of dementia 
and the small things they 
can do to make a difference. 
From helping someone with 
a task, to spreading the word 
about dementia on social me-
dia-every action counts. You 

must register in advance. 

The Power of 
Nature

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will offer the 
program “The Power of Na-
ture” on Thursday, July 16 at 
10 a.m. at RiverMills Center, 
located at 5 W. Main Street.

This program, presented 
by Tina Ferri, owner of Fer-
ri Senior Care Consulting, 
will explore the physical and 
emotional benefits of nature 
and simple ways older adults 
can stay connected to the out-
doors. You must register in 
advance.

Tick and 
Mosquito Safety 

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will offer a 
program on Tick and Mos-
quito Safety on, Monday, 
July 6 at 10 a.m. at River-
Mills Center, located at 5 
W. Main Street.

Join RiverMills RN An-
gela Kramer and regional 
public health nurse Fiona Ci-
och for a presentation about 
tick and mosquito safety. You 
will learn the important ways 
to prevent tick and mosqui-
to bites, whether you are an 
avid outdoorsman or just like 
to garden or sit outside in the 
yard. You will also gain an 
understanding of tick-borne 
illnesses and what to do in 
case bitten. You must register 
in advance. 

RiverMills Senior Center programs The City of Chicopee receives 
Community Compact IT Grant

CHICOPEE – Chicopee 
was awarded a Communi-
ty Compact Grant from the 
state for improvements to its 
fiber network. The Healy-
Driscoll Administration an-
nounced the $226,480 grant 
award to Chicopee. These 
funds will allow for the es-
tablishment of a fully redun-
dant, geographically diverse 
fiber path originating from a 
separate network direction, 
ensuring continuity of op-
erations for mission-critical 
public safety and municipal 
services. These systems in-

clude computer-aided dis-
patch, records management, 
real-time intelligence plat-
forms, camera systemsa, and 
interagency communication 
tools that support both in-
ternal operations and direct 
service to the public.

These systems are es-
sential to the operation, re-
sponse and communication 
between first responders 
in life threating situations. 
The redundant line will 
protect communications 
and ensure services.  It will 
provide system reliability 

and strengthen system pro-
tections.  Mayor Vieau stat-
ed, “This grant allows us to 
ensure services while using 
outside funding to make 
these critical infrastructure 
improvements.”

The Chicopee Police 
Department applied for the 
grant with the support of 
Chicopee Electric Light.  
Acting Police Chief Watson 
said, “Working together we 
are able to continue the im-
provements in our network 
and provide enhanced ser-
vice to the community.”

Knights of 
Columbus 
Car Show

CHICOPEE - Knights 
of Columbus, 460 Gran-
by Road, Chicopee holds 
a car show every Monday 
evening from 4 to 8 p.m., 
rain or shine. 

All makes, models 
and projects. Food trucks 
on site. Free entry. $10 per 
participant.

Local student completes Emmanuel Honors Program
BOSTON -Jacob Prou-

lx, of Chicopee {01013} 
was recently recognized 
for completing the Em-
manuel College honors 
program.

The Honors Program 
invites ambitious and tal-
ented students to push their 
boundaries by participating 

in a rigorous and co-curric-
ular academic experience. 
Students immerse them-
selves in an engaged learn-
ing community in which 
they openly discuss big 
ideas, differing perspectives 
and complex, timely ques-
tions.

To graduate within the 

Honors Program, students 
must complete four Honors 
courses, a Distinction paper 
and one Honors experience, 
which may include studying 
abroad, working as a peer 
mentor in a class for first-
year students or serving as 
a research assistant with a 
faculty member.

TURLEY PHOTO SBY KRISTIN RIVERS
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fits. Even with decent public 
market returns, some individ-
ual separate accounts would 
eventually run out of money, 
causing some to lose Social 
Security benefits before they 

die, meaning they would likely 
live in poverty. 

People are now collect-
ing benefits on average for de-
cades and the current SS for-
mat means that even those who 
contribute only a small amount 
will collect benefits no matter 
how long they live. Remember, 

the primary purpose of the SS 
program is to reduce poverty in 
America. 

FYI, President Bush’s 
plan had opposition in the 2005 
Congress largely because of the 
cost to transition to that plan 
and the fear that investments 
in the public markets subjected 

individual retirement savings to 
unacceptable risk. 

In any case, few have since 
advocated investing Social Se-
curity funds in the public finan-
cial markets because of the risks 
and the political backlash. And 
adding a small amount to the 
FICA/SECA payroll tax rate 

only somewhat mitigates the 
problem; it doesn’t completely 
solve it. I’m afraid that Social 
Security’s financial issues are 
more complex than that and 
can’t be fully solved by a small 
increase in SS payroll taxes.  

You are right Congress can 
and, we are confident, will ad-
dress this and hopefully soon. 
For its part, the Association 
of Mature American Citizens 
and the AMAC Foundation 
have been evaluating this is-
sue for years and have devel-
oped a Social Security reform 
plan for Congress to consider. 

And we are actively pro-
moting our reform plan in 
Washington, D.C. Please know 
that we share your concerns 
about the future of Social Secu-
rity and will continue to work 

hard to ensure the program is 
here for many generations.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Securi-
ty Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for information 
purposes and does not repre-
sent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1346EA

Estate of: 
Sharlene Mae Benson

Also known as: 
Sharlene M Benson, 
Sharlene Mae Major

Date of Death: 03/08/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Daniel Joseph Ma-
jor of Port Charlotte, FL and 
Dennis R Benson of Chicopee, 
MA  requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Dennis R Benson of Chicopee, 
MA and Daniel Joseph Major 
of Port Charlotte, FL be ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 07/22/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 

inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 23, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

06/26/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on June 26th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles.

2011 Dodge Grand Caravan 
VIN: 2D4RN3DG8BR710552
Matthew Reilly
83 South Monson Rd.
Hampden, MA 01036	

2007 Buick Lacross 
VIN: 2G4WC582871233428
Brian S Kimball
111 School St., Apt. 5
Chicopee, MA 01013	

2003 Ford F250 
vin: 1ftnx21l73ec47707
Joseph Breton
95 Dayton St.
Chicopee, MA 01013	

2009 Nissan Maxima 
VIN: 1N4AA51E59C810427
Jadas Snipes
27 River St., Apt. 2	
West Springfield, MA 01089	

2009 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
VIN: 1J8GR48K79C537759
Zana Carter
215 Pearl St.
Enfield, CT 06082	

2000 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
VIN: 1J4GW48SXYC413882
Marishalee Perez
300 Wildermere St.
Chicopee, MA 01020	

2007 Acura MDX 
VIN: 2HNYD28257H502916
Francisco Ortiz and 

Gloria Morales-Diaz
22 Spring St.
Chicopee, MA 01013	

2011 Hyundai Sonata 
VIN: 5NPEB4AC5BH172272
Shelia Marie Hunt 
167 Seymour St. 3SE
Hartford, CT 06106	

2010 Honda Pilot 
VIN: 5FNYF4H68AB007217
Kristy Reim
222 Gage St.
Bennington, VT 05201	

2004 Infiniti G35
VIN: JNKCV51FX4M713922
Karissa Booska
45 Silas St.
Springfield, MA 01109	

2019 Hyundai Translead 
VIN: 3H3V532L0LR441764
Amazon Logistics Inc.
4255 Anson Blvd.
Whitestown, IN 46075
06/12, 06/19, 06/26/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by Inter-
state Towing, Inc.   pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on July 3rd, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles.

2008 Chevrolet Malibu 
VIN: 1G1ZH57B584243417
Elias Lopez
47 Cambridge Dr. 
Cincinnati, OH 45241	

2006 Mercedes CLS 500
VIN: WDDDJ75X66A038905
Priscilla Amparo Perez Nunez
179 Longhill St., Apt. 3l
Springfield, MA 01108	

2006 Honda Odyssey 
vin: 5fnrl38496b102513
Jose Vicente-Figueroa
8 Forest St., Apt. 3
Chicopee, MA 01013	

2012 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN: 2G1WC5E32C1222221
Cameron Murphy
6 Apple Hill Rd.
Sturbridge, MA 01566

2006 Honda Pilot 
VIN: 2HKYF18576H502829
Tiffany Adon
257 Jasper St.
Springfield, MA 01109

2003 Toyota Camry 

VIN: 4T1BE32K43U127840
Vinod G Vazirani
3249 Jordan St.
Flushing, NY 11358	

2016 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BD1FK8GU192911
David Causby
108 Old Mill Rd., Unit 2
Shrewbury, MA 01545	

2003 Chevrolet Suburban 
VIN: 1GNFK16T13J225044
Keith Compher
3 Central St., Apt. 2
North Brookfield, MA 01535	

2007 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN: 1J8GR48K67C597304
Buckets Used Cars Inc.
19 Riverboat Village Rd.
South Hadley, MA 01075	

2010 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGFA1F80AH504508
Jessica Ashton 
211 College Ln.
Norwhich, NY 13815	

2020 Toyota Sienna
VIN: 5TDXZ3DC1LS043032
Wenrui Wu
12 Woodland Rd.
Westfield, MA 01085
06/19, 06/26, 07/03/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on July 10, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles.

2015 Ram 1500 
VIN: 1C6RR7FT9FS648772
Dakota Brown
4 Hillside Dr.
Sturbridge, MA 01566	  

2002 Toyota Camry 
VIN: JTDBE32K520030964
Miranda Rosa
25 Whittier St., Apt. 2 
Springfield, MA 01108	

1999 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BG22K5XU391515
Moises Mendez
43 Olivine Street
Chicopee, MA 01020	

2016 Great Dane Trailer 
VIN: 1GRAA0625GK260439
Sibley And Sons Construction
PO Box 338
Lincoln, ME 04457

06/26, 07/03, 07/10/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P1314EA
Estate of: 

Chester Michael Karcz
Date of Death: 

November 25, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Edison Yee of 
Springfield, MA. 

Edison Yee of Springfield, 
MA has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
06/26/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1310EA

Estate of: 
Chester Paul Strzepa 

Also known as: 
Chester P Strzepa 

Date of Death: 05/23/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Michael C Strzepa 
of Shrewsbury, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Michael C Strzepa of Shrews-
bury, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 07/14/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 16, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

06/26/2026

Obituary Policy
Chicopee Register

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:
PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

SOCIAL SECURITY 
from page 4

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping local 
businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, which 
tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling 
advertising for our community newspapers. The right 
candidate will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer skills are required. 

Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

We are a locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 

401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 

call Bob (413)537-5789.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
B&D PAINTING – Home improvement 
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List. 
413-727-9846.

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200. 
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK
CHICKENS FOR SALE.

Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred. 
All large brown New England type layers. 
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing


